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Published wder Pivection of fhe Spper Cawada Bible Soriety.

VOL. VIIL TORONTO, NOVEUIBER, 1877. No. 5°

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE UPPER CANADA BIBLE SOCIETY AND TRE GENERAL
COMMITTEE OF THE LONDON AUXILIARY.

On the 14th of May the Sveretaries of this Saciety received fromthe Rev.
John Gemley, Secretery of the London Auxiliary, a cupy of two resolutions
unanimously adopted by the Committee of the Auxiliary, taking exception to
apassage in the last Annual Report of the Society, and asking the Directors
to send a deputation to London to confer with the Committee on the subject.

The passage referred to is as follows :

¢“ The report of the Londim Auxiliary shows that offorts are being made
to render it more efficient, and its reccipts during the past year are in ad-
vance of those of previmus yesrs. Its contributions, however, towards the
circulation of the Scriptures, have not advanced. Forty of its Branches
have sent an aggregate sun of $1,408.492 to this and the Parent Society. Last
year thirty-nine sent $1,5480.71.  The other forty-six have sent nothing.

‘¢ The Directors do not wish to undervalue the reported improvement be-
canse there is reem for so much more, nor yet to ignore the commendable
efforts of those who have brought it about.  But as this Society pays for all
the ageney, and the whole sum contributed by that ficld—the wealthiest part
of the conmtry—ifor the circulutiom of \iud’s Word, is so small compared with
the expense, the Directors feel cemvinced that the present relations hetween
the Society and its Auxiliary are radically wrong, and would respectfully recom-
mend their successures to take the subject into their careful consideration.™

The Direcits appointed o latge deputation, but the only members able to
procecd to London on the day of meetiug were—Dr. Hodgins, Mr. John K.
Mzesdenald, and Mr. R. Buldwin. They were courtenusly received by the
Bishep of Huren, as chairman, and the rest of the Committee. The former
history of the Society, and other matters bearing on the question, were very
fully discussed. The deputation laid before the meeting the following sta-
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tistics, which had led the Board of Directors to the conclusion vxpressed in
the Annual Report :—

TABLE oF RETURNS,
Purchase Freco Total.
. . R account. contributions.
Receipts from Branches in the field

afteryards allotted to the London

Auxiliary. ...l 1860-61 £569 32 $1a89 19 $2058 51
“ “ 1861-62 1177 66 1433 26 20610 92
“ « 1862-63 787 45 1263 64 2051 09
¢ € 1863-64 1129 27 1683 91 2813 18

In August, 1664, ‘“in consideration of the extensive field set apart for the

London Auxiliary, and the greatly increased operations anticipated by the
London Board ag the result of the new urganization,” a grant of Lo ki was
made to the extent of fifteen hundred dollars ($1500).

2urchiase. Free. gosm of
frencey.
Receipts from London Auxiliary ..... 1864-65 1283 30 S1726 90 3465 00

1865-66 1232 83 1594 94 721 92

1866-67 1000 00 1178 93 758 28

1867-68 1505 74 1191 81 725 62

1868-69 1538 70 1578 34 T44 60

1869-70 048 89 1454 84 630 48

1870-71 1387 56 2191 40 546 U0

1871-72 1702 72 2970 26 517 92

1872-73 1420 36 2599 11 562 38

1873-74 1083 91 1814 88 632 7V

1874-75 1117 79 1104 89 720 Gd

1875-76 11890 31 1620 71 630 b

1876-77 1207 45 1412 06 690 00

Some of the members of the Committee yues ioned some of these figures,

and also the statement that the existence of the Auxiliary probably cost from
ST00 10 31,000 per annam.

The Chairman asked the Deputation if they had any propoesal to make. Dr.

i Hodgins replied that their only instructious from the Board were to confer

with the Londen Sub-Committee on the best way of rectifying the existing
arrangements, but that they had no definite proposals to lay before the meet-
ing. ‘The Rev, Mr. Gemley then read two sugrestions that had been adopted
by the General Committee of the Auxiliary, and which the Sub-Committee
}vere instructed to svbhmit to the Toronto deputation. These were as
olluws :—

1st. That the London Auxiliary shall be authorized, from year to year, to
appoint and direct the operations of an agent or agents to visit the various
Branches within its jurisdiction, form new Branches, and generally to awaken
and foster a more active interest in behalf of the Bible Society, and to report
to this Auxiliary.

2nd. That all moneys raised by the said Branches be transmitted to this
Auxiliary, and by it to the Treasurer or Depositary of the Upper Canada
Bible Society, Toronto, after deducting the regular and incidental expenses uf
the Depository, the agents and colporteurs of the Auxiliary.

These suggestions were carefully considered and very fully discussed by the
Directors, and at the Board meeting in July, a comrmittee was instructed w
prepare & memorandum of the views of the Board, and forward it to the
Secretaries of the London Auxiliary.

So—
EPRAOTIT
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This memorandum was forwarded on the 23rd of July, and is as follows :—

MEMORANDUN capressing the views of the Board of Directors of the Upper Can-
wila Bible Society with respeet to the recent proposal of the Connattee of the
Londoa Awriliury.

The Board of Directors of the U. C. Bible Society having carefully consi-
dered the facts connected with the Londen Auxiliary, and having heard the
propusal submitted by that Auxiliary, is unable to uccept the changes sugges-
ted, for the following reasons :—

In the first place the Directors believe that, notwithstanding the sincere
desire of the present Committee of the Auxiliary to continue the comnection,
the proposed plan, in its further development, would lead to the disintegra-
tion of this Society, and that the acceptance of the proposzal would be but the
first step leading to results in the highest degree prejudicial to the interests
of the Bible Cause.

Secondly. Under these circumstances the Board feels that it would not b
true to the trust repused in it by the founders of the Socicty were the mem-
hexs to comsent to the praciical severance of the Branches in the London tield
from this Suciety without, at least, consnlting those Branches as to their
wishes in the matter, and laying the whole cuse fairly hefore them, and the
consequences to the cuuse itself of such a severarce.

Thirdly. The Beard is far from being convinced that the present unsatis-
factory state of the Society’s interests in the Lemdon field has been caused by
any lack of freedom accorded to the Committee of the Auxiliary to prosecute
its plans. This Board has never iuterfered with any action of that Committee
in the management of its distribution of the Seriptures, whether by grants or
colpurtage ; nor yet in the management of its Branches.  For the past two
vears the Board has invited the stronger Branches under its more inmediate
supervision to try the experiment of doing their work without the help of paid
Agents. The result thus far has been satisfactory, besides saving several

hundred dollars. There is good reasen to believe that some of the Branche:.

in the London field would have liked to have done the same, yet the Board,
although paying the Agents, hae been careful ne? to interfere with the fre.
action of the Auxiliary in this matter. The Agents have always been under
instructions to confer with, and act upon the advice of the Secretaries in Lon-
don. If any of these Agents neglected to correspond with, consa. i, or repor:
to the Officers of the Auxiliary it was the duty of thoese officers tv have noti.-
fied the Secretaries of this Board of such neglect or onusgion,

Fourthly. The Directors are of opinion, and the history of the Socjety
confirms it, that the interests of the cause are not so well lucked after in dis-

triets ccupied by smaller Auxiliaries as when the territory covered by a So- .

ciety is sufficiently extensive to engage the chief attention and care of its of-
ficials. That this has been the ecase in the Kingston District is well known.
That it has not bzen otherwise in the field of the Lundon Auxiliary is apparent
from the fact that its free contributions have decreased from an average of
828.77 per Branch in 1864-5 to an average of $16.42 per Branch in 1876-7 ;
whereas the free contributions of the field under the immediate supervision
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of the Board have increased from an average per Branch of $27.58 to an
average of $41.94.

Lastly. The Directors believe that the adoption of the proposed changes
would lead to a considerable increase of unnecessary expense to be deducted
from funds contributed for the circulation of the Scriptures.

On the other hand, the Board is convinced of the fact admitted by the Com-
mittee of the Auxiliary, that the present state of affairs is very unsatisfactory,
and that some change of relationship is absulutely necessary.

In considering what that change should be, the Bouard of Directors cannot
overlook the circumstance, that in eight years out of the thirteen during
which the Auxiliary has existed, its field has yielded less than it did hefore,
and that although the comntry has increased in populativn and wealth, and th
total income of the Socicty has increased, the average of the total free con-

tributions from the London field during the last thirteen years, including

some of the most prosperous the country has ever known, is represented by
exactly the same figure which shewed the tofal free contributions from the
same district in 1864-5, 1,726.

The Board of Directors is also reminded that when the Auxiliary was or-
ganized, a largely increased distribution of the Scriptures was expected to re-
sult therefrom, in view of which a free grant from this Society was made to
the Aaxiliary, of stock to the value of §1,500. But when the Directors look
at the payments on purchase acconnt by the Auxiliary, they do not see any
evidence of the large increase so comfidently anticipated. They do not think
the sales have been as large as n-ight reasonably have been expected had the
Auxiliary never been organized. They find, however, reason to apprehend
that the organization of the Anxiliary has absorbed from $700 to §1,000 per
annum which would otherwise have been available for promoting the circula-
tion of the Scriptures. In 1875-6, the only year in which the contributions
of the Branches to the London Auxiliary have been reported to them, the
Auxiliary received from its country Branches £611, and from the City of Lom-
don 8410. There is reason to believe that in 1876-7 these contributions were
larger, and the Directors suppose that as these have both been years of strin-
gency, the same items have generally been guite as liberal. They find that
with the exception of one year, 1871-2, the Committee of the Auxiliary has
never voted any of the money thas recexved for work outside its own field :
therefore, when the cost of colportage and gratuities is deducted, they think
the balance must have been spent in maintaining the machinery of the Auxil-
iary in Lundon. 1f the warehouse in Toronto was insufficient, or if there
was any evidence of the organization in Lundon stimulating the circulation of
the Scriptures in its own district, or otherwise promoting the cause, the Di-
rectors would be the last to « bject to the nccessary expenditure ; but this
they {ail to see.

Looking at these facts, and knowing that no inconvenience arises from the
distancs of mauy of its own Branches being greater than any in the London

field, and that one warechouse can supply all the Branch Depositories with

stock without adding materially to the expenditure, and with asaving in

freight, the Board of Directors cannot resist the ¢ mclusion that the best in- |7

terests of the cause will be most effectually promoted by the London Auxili
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ary returning to the relntionship of Branch to this Suciety, in whichithe
Directors entertain the hope it will bear an honourable part in aiding our
great Parent, the British and Foreign Bible Society, in its world-wide work.
J. Georce Honcins,
. M. CAMERON, }Secrcta'ries.
Rosr. Barpwix,

On the Tth of September the following raply was received :—
Tv the Board of Directors of the Upper Canadu Bible Socivty

Rerry of the General Committee of The Londun Auxiliary Bible Society to
the Memorandum of the Board of Directors of the Upper Canada Bible
Society, dated July the twenty-third, one thousand eight hundred and
seventy-seven.

The General Commitie¢ of the London Auxiliary Bible Society having

* maturely considered the contents of the Memorandum of the Board of

Dircetors, deeply regret that they cannot see eye to eye with this Committee
as v the changes required to increase the circulation of the Huly Scriptures
in the field occupied by this Auxilinry. We had hoped that those views as
set forth in vur former communications, and placed before the Deputation

* from the Buard of Directors would have met with the approval of that body ;

but we now learn that it is unable to accept the chaunges suggested for reasons

i assigned in five general paragraphs of the Memerandum.

L In considering the first paragrapiy, this Committee is surprised by the ex-
pression of the belief of the Buard that *‘the propused plan would lead to
the disintegration of the Svciety ” and “ would be but the first step leading
to results in the highest degree prejudicial to the interests of the Bible cause.”
A profound convietion directly the reverse of thut belief is strengly enter-
tained by this Committee, which cherishes ardent desire for the maintenance
of the unity and for the increased etficiency of the Suciety, and is fully per-
snaded that the changes propsed by it could not fail to promote both thuse

¢ desirable ends.

This Cemmittee cannot refrain from expressing its surprise and disappoint-
ment that the Memorandum sets forth none of the grounds upon which the
anticipation by the Directors of such prejudicial results rests.  Had they been
presented, as we respectfully intimate they should have been, we shuuld have
carefully weighed, and impartially replied to them.

II. In the second paragraph of the Memorandum this Committee is im-
pliedly charged with seeking the *“ severance of the Branches in the London
Lield from the Upper Canada Bibie Society.” This Committee disclaims the
existence of any such desire, and cannot perceive, with the information it
possesses, that such disastrous results can be legitimately anticipated from
the modificationn suggested by it. Nor can this Committee concede to the
Board of Directors a stronger desire to ““ be true to the trust reposed in it by
the founders of the Society ” than that cherished by ourselves.

The Committee of the Auxiliary has never wished to urge any changes
affecting the connexion of the Branches with the Tpper Canada Bible Souety
without the intelligent and freeJconsant of.such Branches, and we respect-
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fully submit that our proposals are not open to suspicion of such purpose.
Our aim has been, and still is, tu cu-operate in the most fraternal spirit, both
with the Suciety in Toronto and the Branches within our jurisdiction. Our
ubject in openirg the correspondence now in progress was to have a distincs
and kindly apprehension of tho result of the changes we seek. We have
feared that disadvantages have flowed to the cause under our jnrisdiction from
sudden chinges made by the Directors.  'We may specify the important change
from the employment of permanent to that of provisional agency,—a change
largely atfecting our field, and yet cffected without any consultation of our
views, or, as far as we know, of any of the Branches.

II1. In the third parvagraph of the memorandum it is denied ‘¢ that the
present unsatisfactory state of the Suciety’s interests in the London field has
been caused by any lack of freedom accorded to the Committee of the Auxili-
ary to prosecute its plans,” and it is alleged that ‘ the Board of Directors
has never interfered with any action of that Comnittee in the manage-
ment of its distributioir of the Scriptures, nor yet in the management of its
Branches.” ;

In regard to the question of ‘“any lack of freedom in the prosecution of
its plans,” a wide difference of opinion between the Board and this Com-
mittec manifestly exists. The Committee cannot but feel that the mode in
whicit Agents have been appointed, and in some instances the time and man-
ner of prosccuting their work under the immediate instructions of the Board,
or the Secretaries in Toronto, of whose sincerity and zeal we have no donbt,
have seriously interfered with the management of the Branches of the Auxi-
liary. This Committee has not bueen suitably consulted, either as to the
number of Agents required, the allotment of their respective fields, the times
most suitable for visiting the Branches or holding the snnual meetings. the
best method of raising funds, or other matters of importance.

It is no unwarranted assnmption for this office, as an Auxiliary, to claim
greater competence to decide on such matters atfecting the Branches in its
allotted field than can be possessed by the Board or Secretaries in Toronto,
And we think it unkind and unjust that publie censure should be inflicted on
us for alleged mismanagement and wane of success, when the control of the
main proceedings upon which, nnder God, success depends is thus withheld.
Under the system of which we complain, and which we seek to improve, this
Committee has often no means of knowing when the igents are to be at their
posts at the respective Branches, or whether many of them are or are not
visited.

It has indeed come to our knowledge, but in some cases too late for remedy,
that Branches have failed to reccive the services of the Acents, as the direct
effect of instructions given to Agents,compliance with which was impracticable.
Our opinion is firmly fixed that the Auxiliary should be empusvered to take
such steps, and give such direction to Agents as would secure effective over-
sight of existing Branches, and the organization of new Branches where new
or augmented populations are found. And we are painfully convinced that
under the existing system these objects can only be effected on a very limited
scale, and that the disorganization of the Auxiliary, conteniplated by the Di-
rectorg, would still further narrow those limits.
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On other points referred to in this paragraph of the memorandum, differ-
ence of opinion may be harvmlessly entertained. This Committee, however,
seriously questions whether pernwnent advantages, tinancially or otherwise,
would result from ‘¢ Branches doing their work without the help of paid
agents.” We deem it highly probable that zeal and liberality would in many
cases gradually decline under such a system, which it would be difficult for
some time to reinspire. We are, therefore, glad that the Memorandum refers
to it as an *‘ experiment” still being tried. The Directors express the opinion
*“ that some of the Branches in the London field would have liked to make the
same experiment.” We respectfu .y suggest *hat even if that were su, it will
be well for them to await further results elsewhere.

In this connection the Memorandum states that the Directors have been
careful not to interfere with the free action of the Auxiliary in this matter,
although paying the Agents. On this we may be permitted to call attention
to the fa~t that the free contributions of the Auxiliary to the General T'und,
fur exceed the amount paid to those agents, and that we are therefore in the
same sense ‘¢ paying the agents » in other sectiuns of the great field.

IV.—Adverting to the fourth paragraph of the Memorandum, this Commit-
tee sees no such analogy between this Auxiliary and the one formerly cxisting
in Kingston, as to warrant the inferences stated.

To the financial statistics of the paragraph,we have devoted much consider-
ation ; and we solicit equal attention from the Board of Directors to the
Schedule hereto attached, which, in our judgment, shows that instead of the
retrogression alleged, the London Auxiliary, in the main matters referred to,
has fully kept pace with ¢‘ the field under the immediate supervision of the
Board in Toronto.”

The continned existence of au Auxiliavy in this western section of Ontario,
if ewrpowered to act efliciently, 1s, in the estimation of this Committee, essential
to the success of the Branches. The only Branch in this field acting independ-
ently of the Auxiliary, is at St. Thomas ; and it is so organized that although
sitonted in a town of importance, the Branch has no Depository, and as a
consesguence the last Report of the Upper Canada Bible Society acknowledges
only the small sum of five dollars received on purchase account. If the
extensive cirenlation of the Socicty’s publications be the great desideratum,
such organizations cannot be too strongly recommended.

Lastly. The Committee finde from the last gencral paragraph of the Me-
morandun, that the Board of Directors are under much misapprehension of
matters of management anc finance connected with our work, upon which
they appear to base the conclusion thus expressed, ‘‘ that the best interests of
the cause will be most effectually promnted by the London Auxiliary return-
ing to the relationship of a Branch.” The Schedule referred to will serve in
part we trust to correct such misapprehension, and therefore to modify the
conclusion (we hope not irrcvocable), at which, under its influence, the Direc-
tors have arrived.

Should it result otherwise, and the Directors tate the course indicated, we
are fully persnaded that, so far from promoting the cause which we in common
have at heart, such a step will aliena’e many of its warmest friends wud con-
tributcrs from that co-uperation witl the Upper Canada Bible Society which

—————— e — - .- - P, - —_
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they earnestly wish to perpetuate ; that it will lead to discussions unseemly,
and damaging to the unity of interest and effort which every friend of the
Bible cause should reek to strengthen, -wd might cause the disintegration of
some of the Braches, and either sever others entirely from the work, or lead
them to seck moie direct communication with the Parent Sucicty in England,
or with kindred avsvciation: in other countries.

To waxd off cons:quences 8o sad, or to free the London Board from respon-
sibility for them, we have appointed a Deputation to meet the Board of Direc-
tors in Toronto, at su~h time as the Directors may fix upon, hoping and pray-
ing that after free conversation upon the points at issue, such measures may
be adopted as will secure the future amicable and successful working of the
London Auxiliary in continued connection with the Upper Canada Bible
Society.

The foliowing are the members of the Deputation :—

The President and Secretaries of the Auxiliary ; Rev. E. Evans, D.D.
Rev. J. J. Rice, and H. Mathewson, Esq.

I. Huron, President
JoEN GEMLEY,
ANDREW THOMSON,

H

} Secretaries.

SCHEDULE.)
Memorandum.

Comparison of Receipts of the Upper Canada Bible Society and the London
Auxiliary, for the Year, 1876-77.

First.  Upper Canada Bible Society.
I. Receipts on Purchase Account and as Free Con-

tributions, including Toronto City - - §34,207 77
Less Balance in hands of Treasurer, March,
876 - - - - - - - - 282227 16
Bequests to Upper Canada Bible Society and
British and Foreign Bible Society- - - 2,425 00
Prouceeds of Mortgage - - - - - EB3 18
« The Auxiliary - - - - 1,408 92
- - 6,614 26
Total - - - - $27,656 51
II. Receipts, including Purchase Account and Free
Contributions, exclusive of Toronto Lity, and
80 of the larger Branches. Total as above - $27,656 51
Receipts from Toronto City - - - - §7,463 02
“ ¢ 80 of the larger Branches - - 10,130 33
— 17,593 35
Balance from the remaining 286 Branches - $10,063 96

This amount gives an average of a little over $35 per Branch.

Nore.—These 85 Branches include Cities and Towns, the smallest of which
exceeds 500 in population ; with the remaining 286 Branches only should the
Branches of the London Auxiliary be compared as it regards receipts.




BIBLE SQOCIETY RECORDER. 133

III. Receipts as Free Contribvtions, exclusive of
Toronto City and the 80 larger Branches.

Total of Free Contributions - - $18,214 21

Leee Toronte City, $§1,442.78; The Aumhary,
$1,408.92 ; The 80 Branches, /7,123.ER - 10,675 26
Total - - - - $ 7,638 95

This gives an average of nearly $27 per Branch for the remaining 286 Bran-
ches.

Second. London Auwiliary.
I. Receipts on Purchase Account, and as Frec

Contributions, including London City - - §5,875 16
Less Balance in hand of Treasurer, Sept. 1875 $1,710 39
¢ From Estate of late Mr. Clark - - - 579 96

. —_ 2,200 35

Total - - - 83,5684 81

This amount gives an average of over $40 t»er Branch.

tI. Receipts as Free Contributions, including Lon-
don City.

Total as above - - - - - - $3,684 81
Less Cash Sales - - - - - - 8165 61
“ Colporteurs - - - - - 33947
¢ Purchase Account by Branches - - 61220
“ Recorder - - - - - - 20 67 .
1,157 95
Total Frew Contributions- - - $2,426 36

This Amount gives an average of nearly $30 per Branch.
Note.—London City Receipts are mecluded, as they were included in the
Memo. of the Secretaries of the Upper Canada Lible Suciety for 1864-5.

This amount ($2,426.86) should be regarded as the income of 53 Branches,
as 33 Branches make no returns. The Parent Society in Toronto returned in
1874 428 Branches, last year 62 less.* The Auxiliary should not be charged
with all their Branches in any comparison made.

The average per Branch for 53 Branches would he very nearly $46.

At the September Board meeting, the memorandu.n of the Directors’ views
was again read, and also this reply to it, and a very full discussion of the
w}xule question tuok place ; after which the following resolution was unani-
mously adopted :—

¢ That, as this Board cannot concur in the views of the London Auxiliary,
»5 expressed in their reply to our memorandum, be it resvlved that this Board
will be happy to receive the proposed depuration from London at our regular
weeting on the 9th of October.”

As may be seen in the account of the Board meetings, the Deputation from
London was unable to attend in October, and also were preventeqd from coming
to the regular meeting in November, when the following Report was adopted,
and the Secretaries instructed to transmit it to the Committee of the Auxuii-
ary, and state that the Board would be happy to have a special meeting to
receive the Deputation on the 19th or 20th of the same month.

- ’lIl'his 1. amistake. The larger number includes the London Auxiliary ; the smaller number docs
not du so.
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REPORT.

Briva o voplyt to the Comrsnnsication: reevieed froue the Lnuton Anrilinry,
dated Septemdoer T 1877,

In the reply of the Committec of the Auxiliary {0 the memorandum of this
Board, disappointment is expressed that the Directors do not set forth the
grounds upon which they anticipate that the adoption of the Committee's
proposads ¢ woulid be bat the tirst step leading to results in the highest degree
prejudicial to the interests of the Bible cause.” The Board freely admits
that this cannot at present be proved by faets, hut would remuin to be sliewn
by the future history of the Soctety : and on this aceount, perhaps, a fow of
the Direetors were, on tirst thonght, inclined to advise the adoptiom of those
proposals, thae the experiment mizht he tried.  But it was seen that any
arguments that c be advaneed in faveur of the existence of an Auxiliary
ar London must equally favour the foroation of similar Ausilicries at seve-
il other aties in the Socdety™s field < that such division must cause a Targe iu-
crease of expense: that there is w0 gnarautee that it would produee any
aderpuate iinprovement in efficieney @ that it wieht possibly, and would preo-
bably, have an oppesite effect : and that experienes tends to shew that there
could bee little hope of snelian experiment sneecceding. The Buoard therefore
cane to 2 unaviems decision that it could not consent to the adoption of
props suls which it Talieves would lead to the divisbar of the Sceiety into
several small Auailinries, creating nnneeessary mechinery, an 1 thereby ex-
pending yoney which wonblotherwise help to cireulate the Scriptures.  The
Dircetors, o lieve that this would wlienate the confidence of the penple, whoe
are very properly desirous that their eovtrilations should go as directly as
pessible to the obiject for which they are wiven.

Th : Directors also fear that the aloption of the chanwes propmsed by the
Londen Committee would lead o the practieal sever aee of the Braucloes in
the Londen fiell from this Soclvty. Tooay the least, this, they fod. wonld
e dlirectly ermtrary to the seeandd artich of the constitution, which vibo dies
one of the impeertant prinepdes upon which this Society was orduinally foudel
aul which reguires the Directors to seek to unite and eomeentrate the
operations of the dithrent Sivieties of he Provinee. . They believe that the
aloption of the chavees proposed Ty the London Conmittee would L o
serloms step in the oppesite direetion.

The Commnittter of the Anxiliary express the fear that disvlvantiees have
fliwed to the cause nneder their jurisdiction fron swlien et anves made by the
Dirceters anid speeify the important change from the employment of perman-
ent to that of provisional ageney. The Board thinks that this change can
seareely be said to have been suilden. In fact it seems v the Dircetors that
the provisional system, as wlopted by this Soelety, has been gradually devel-
vped. The Cumittee eomplain that this change wag ¢ effected withont any
comsnltation of their views, or. as far as they know, of any of the Braviches.”
This is a3 mistake ; forin our Repeort for 1872, we say :—* The system of
provisbmal azency, inaugmarated in 1870-1, . . . has been continued.
The success of the first yeay of trial led the Poard to continue the sume plan.
. - . With an increase of comntrilmtions frem Brauches, there has heen a
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diminution of cxpenses. . § . And what is of c¢qual if not greater valie,
the utmost harmeny prevails throughout cur Societies generally.  After
seeking in our ordinary officdal way for informatiorn frem our Brauch
Sucicties as to their state, and #heie wishes and views, we have umaingled
pleasure in presenting this statement.”—p. 56, Leoc 'l for May, 18720 1t
will also be seen in the Recosder of November, 1870, that the Board was
*¢ induced to make trisl of this plan fron the views entertained by some of
the Branches on the subject, from the declared sentiments of many of the
warm friends and supporters of the Bociety, and from the eommunications of
the ex-agents,”  Besides, there have been nut o few expressinge satisfuction
with the action of the Boaxd in this matter, and soiue urging furiher stepr in
thie same direction.  Moreover, it ist be abserved that the change has heen
followed by betler returns ot jess expense. In six years, under the permannt
ageney, the ficld of the Auxilinry yiclded an annual avengge of $1,454, at o
cost of SHT4 In the seven yeurzsunder the provisional system, it has yiclled
an average of 1,000, at  cost of 8614,

The Committee states that it ** has not been sunitably comsnlred, vither wsto
the number of Agents reguired,” nor ““asto the allotinent of thewr respecive
fields.”  The Board regrets any alleged oversight in this matter, but they
would respectfully remind the Commitive that in 1875, when the division of
the field was changed, sugsestions from the Committee were sought and weited
for, that all the wishes of the Comnmittee were carried ont, and that conse-
quently vight agents instead of six were appointed for the London fichl. In
1876 there were culy @ few Slivht chanwes in the division of the ficld which
had been snwgested by the Agents i thedr repoorts @ and three, at least, of
the Avents were appoiuted on the recommendation of the Sceerctary of the
Aaxiliary.  The Comuittee also intimats < that it has not been consulted as oo
the times of visitatiom, ¢te. The Board wonld ranind the Coamnittee thar
the deents have been, and are, instructed to consult the officers of the Anxifi-
ary on these uatters 1 and aloe to report ad wake all thelir returns ¢ the
Limdon Committece, and if they have failel to do s the wnission has por
Tefore heen repuarted to this Board.

The Committee ** think it unkind and unjust that pablic censure shom.od e
inflicted on them for allerol isinanage ment aol want of sueeess” 11 the
Cummirtee refer toa passare in the kst Annual Repert of the Soelety. the
Buoard wonll ask the Comnnittee to read it earefully, and they will seve thar
instead of bring censured they are pruised, awd that the present unsatisfa-sory
state of affaics is leuyesd exacty to the sawme caunse, which they asree wii i ns
in resarding as the rout of the evil,—** that the present relations betweon the
Sogiety and its Avnxiliary are radicdly wreme. ™ There is happily 1 ditlerenes
of upinion between the Cammitter and the Board as to the 5 ecessify fora
change.  The only difference in the jnbanent of the twe Inalies is as to vhar
that chanute shomdd he. The Lomelon Committee desire t have their Sesiery
heeonie an Auxiliary in factaz wellas innre 3 the Board of Divectors, o the
other hand, helivve that snch a change wonld necessisate the eontinuane: of
wachinery which they think unnecessary, and must certaindy inerease exprnse.
Expurienee tends to show that it weuld not prodluce inercased eftivieney.
Nur are there reasonable grraunds for expecting that sneh an experiment wonll

e e e e -
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promote the cause, but, on the cuntrary, that it would produce results greatly
to be deplored by ull friends of the Sueiety. The Directors, therefore, urge
strongly that the bond uniting the Lundon friends with the rest of the Pro-

vinee should become cluser ; and that the Society in the City of Lundoun should
becume a real, living, and fruitful Branch.

The Comnittee object to the claim that this Suciety has paid the Agents,
and say, ““ On this we may be permitted to call attention to the fuct that the
free contributions of the Auxiliary to the General Fund far exceed the
umount paid to those Agents, and that we are, therefore, in the same sense
paying the Agents in other sections of the great field.” This appears to the
Buard as not burne out by the facts of the case. Insix years cut of thirteen,
the Society paid for agency in the London field more than it received. Inl1Sid-
3 it paid nearly 2300 wore, so that of the $663 which the Londen Auxiliary |
was credited with giving to the British and Foreign Bible Suciety in thut
year, nearly a half was in reality given by this Sueiery.  But even looking at
the total suws yielded by the London field, they have been so small in propor-

tiun to the expense, that the Buard is utterly at 2 loss to know in what sense |

the Comittee of the London Auxiliary can iimagine they have been *¢ paying
the agents in other sectivns of the great field.”  This has certainly not been
dune during the past year, for of the free oomtributions from Branches to the
Londen Auxiliary, and subscriptions received in the city, amounting in all to
SUS2, $T53 were absorbed in paying the current expenses of the Auxiliary
for the year, apart from $258, paid for furniture and other special expenses
et of a debt puid into the Auxiliary.

The Committee say they have devoted mach consideration to the finaneial
statistics furnished in the memerandun of thisBiard.  They do uot show the
tullitey of any of these statistics, nor of the comelusions based agem thew ; bat
Jive forwarded a schednle to which they ask eynal attention from the Board.
The Directors have carefully emmsideral the Schedule furnished by the Com-
mittee. It appears o shew that the present 1eiationship between the Suclety

awd its Auxiliury is not radically wrongs ;s bt has been producing very satis-

fuetory results, amld the Directors feel that if the premises are grauted the
cenclusion is st unanswerably provesd. Dt they eonfess themselves at a
loss to understanl why in o cmnparison vf the twe fields S0 of the hest
Brunches in one, aund all the vnprsoductive Brauches in the other, shrald be
excluded.  Apgparently the first are exehuded because they are in cities or
towns contuining more than 50 inhabitants.  But when the Dircetors rememn-
her that the London field contains uot o few snch towns and villages, to say
nething of the City of Lomdin which is included, and that wany Franches
centered In swaller places have a large surrounding eonstituency, they sup-
Jose there mwust be siaae other reason for not counting eighty of their best
DBranches.  Being unaware of the reason why unproductive Brunches saould
nut hie counted, they inclnded such Branches belonging to botk ficlls in the
statistics furnished in their Memorandum. It is evident, therefore, that the
Schedule and the Memvrandum are not dealing with the same things, and

therefore dvis not to be wondered at that they armrve at diffvreut results. |

tn Tucsday, the 20th November, the Depmtation, consisting of the Right |
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Rev. the Bishop of Huron, the Rev. Dr. Evans, the Rev. J. J. Rice, the Rev.
J. Cemley, H. Mathewson. Esy., and A. Thomsun, Esq., attended a special
meeting of the Buard, and urged upmm the Dircetors the advisability of
adopting their proposals.  Dr. Hodgins, Mr. John K. Macdonald, Dr. C. B
Hall, and others spoke, repeating the reasons why the Direetors felt unab ¢
to do so, and the mevting adjourned to Tuesday, the 27th, when the Boa 4

. should again look at the whele matter, consider the argmuents advanced hy
* the Depniation, and finally decide on what actiom should be taken.

Another Special Mecting of the Board was held on Tuesday, Noveber
27th, the Hono G W Allan, President, in the Chair. Very full minutes of

! the previous meetine were remd and coutirmed, anl the arouments of the

Lomdon Deputation discussed.  After the Boord had again carefully eonsi-

" dered the different sides of the question, the fullowing resolution was unani-

wmously adopted —
“The Board of Directors of the Ul C. Bible Society having reasim to be
dissatisfied with the result of the working of the London Auxiliary, and its

. expense, and having had a somewhat protracted  rrespondence, as well as

conferenee, with the Committee of that Auxiliary, resalves to defer its final
action until the correspondence shadl have been sulanitted to the various
Prauches in the five Counties now fonuing the Auxiliary’s tield, and reguests
the President and Secretaries to draft a circular to these Branches on the
suhject, asking them to communicate their views to the Buard, not Iater
than the end of Decembier.”

ble Sorety Lermder,

TORONTO, 28t NOVEMBER, 1877

The Brard of Directrrs met on Octolier 9th, at T.30 P.AL, the Hon. G. W,
Allan in the cliair.  When the mecting had been opened with prayer, and
minutes of the Inst mectiug read and eonfirnaed, the following minute was
pranimeusly ailigled (—

“ At its first meeting sinee the death of Mr. John MceBean, the Diard of
Direetors of the Tpper Canada Bilde Svciety dusires to record its duep sense
of the lnss which the Sreciety has sustained in his removal from this seene of
Iahour to his eternal rest. His constant attendance at the mectings of the
Buard, the sdeep interest he tondk in the Society’s eporations, and  the time

and trouble he devoteld to the care or hoprovement of its premises, with his

ereat practical expericnce and wisdem, were of great service to the Sueiety,
The Buard rejoices in the assurance that vur 1iss is his gain, but at the same
time sincercly symypeathizes with, ind respectfully vifers its heartfelt condolencee
to Mrs. McBean in her sore bereavement.”
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A letter was read from the Rev. Sohn Gemley stating that the Deputation
from the London Auxiliary would not be able to attend this meeting of the
Board ; but with the consent of the Directors would attend the November
meeting. The Secretaries were requested to inform Mr. Gemley that the Di-
rectors would be happy to meet the Deputation then.

The Secretary read the draft of an answer to the London Auxiliary prepared
by the Cummittee appointed for that purpose. It was decided to refer the
matter again to the same Comnnittee with instructions to adjust it for final
presentation to the London Committee.

In submitting the colportenrs’ reports the Secretary drew attention to the
suceess attending Mr. J. B, Taylor's work at the varions agriculiural shows,
and reported the resignation of Mr. John Moodie.  Other routine business
beiny concluded the meeting was ciosed with the benediction pronounced by
the Rev. AL H. Baldwin.

The Direstors met again on Tuesday, November 135th, the President in the
chair. The meeting was opened with prayer led by the Rev. J. M. Cameron.
After the comfirmation of the minutes, a letter was read from the Rev. J.
Gemley intimating that owing to the funeral of late Rev. W. H. Tilley tak-
ing place in London on that day the Deputation from that city counld not
attend this wmeeting, and asking for a meeting on Thursday or Friday of
the same week. As the President could not atfend on either of those
evenings, the Secretaries were instructed to answer that the Directors would
be glud to receive the Deputation on Monday or Tnesday of ithe next weck.

The Counmittee appointed to draft a reply to the lust conamunication from
the Loudon Auxiliary submitted their report, which was adopted and ordered
to be forwarded to the Comnmittee of the Auxiliary.

The Secretaries were instrnetwel to delay the publication of the November
L vords ¢ mutil wfter the mnecting of the Depatation and the Board.

Reports were submitted from the following agents :—The Revs. W. W,
Ress, J. B. Duncan, J. W.ud, R. Torrance, and J. AL F. McBain.  Beports
were submitted from the Colportenrs, some of which were more than usuaily
luteresting.  In eonsideration of Mr. Taylor’s zeal, energy, and extra work
at the agricaltnral shows it was ordered that he should be paid o gratuity of
fifteen dollars. Mr. Lowty was appointed to collect subseriptions in the city.
The ordinacy routine business was transacted, and the meeting was closed
with prayer 1y the Rev. E. H. Devwart.

Special mectings of the Board were held on Tuesday, the 20th, and
Tuesday, the 2rth Noveraber.  Accounts of these meetings will be found on
page 137.

Since our last issue the Snciety has lost one of its most valuable friends in
the departure of the late John McBean, Esi., who had been a member of the
Board of Directors for several years. He was very regular in his atiendance
at the Brard meetings, and his wise counsel and genial manner will long be
missed by those accustoraed thus to raeet him from month to month. Mr.
McBean was born near Elgin, in Scotland, in 1812, and came to Canada in
1332. He first went to Grimsby, but at an early date came to Toronto, where
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by his industry and ability he acquired a very considerableamount of property,
and for his integrity and liberality became widely known and universally re-
spected by all who knew him. He had for some years retired from business ;
but wwing to the confidence placed in him he was coustantly pressed tu act as
arhiter, trustee, d&c., and through his willingness to serve his fellow en
he allowed himself to become overburdencd with the care of other men’s
interests.
' He touk a holiday at the sea-side in the summer, but did not get sutficient
- yest to recuperate hisnaturally vigorous and wiry butoverworked frame. Svon
after his return home he was stricken down with complete nervous prostra-
P tion, resulting in comgestion of the brain, and died on Friday, September 21st.
On Monday the 24th, his body was fullowed to the grave by a very lurge
nuber of his fellow-citizens of all churches :md'ull classes, the funeral ser-
. - : A

vive heing conducted by his pastor, the Rev. Dr. Topp.
He was an elder of Knox Church for some years, always taking an active
. part in the religious enterprises of that congregation and of the Presbyterian
: Church, and was several times sent as a delegate to the General Assembly.
. But his sympathy and labours were not connned to Lis own particular branch
¢ of the Chu' *.  He had been for several years ene of Dr. Wilson’s principal

i . helpers in carrymg on the Newsboys’ Lodging, and he delighted in such
i 0 CatholicIustitntions as the Tract Society and our own Society, of both of which
; !

Lie had been a Direetor for some years. In supporting instrumentalities thus
weeting his approval, as also in helping individuals iu difficolty, he was very
lil:eral, not only with his money but in time and trouble, which so few are
willing heartily to give even in the Good Master'sservice.  The sense of loss
felt Ly the Direetors, and their sympathy with Mrs. McBean, they expressed
in i resolution unzuimously passcd on the 9th of October, which will be
found in the account of the Board weeting of that date. !

el

; —— 0

The Society has lately received a very handsome bequest of one thousand
dollars, left by the late James Cerswell, Esy., of Tecumset'.

Mr, Cerswell was one of a family consisting of father and mother, three
sons and 2 Gaughter, who emigrated from the County of Donegal, Ire-
laned, more than hity years ago, and settlal en farms in the Towaship of
: Tecwseth.  Coming to this new land, hke many other worthy people, in

virciunstances far indeed from affluent, the family by a course of steady in-
dustry and unbroken brotherly co-operation, through all these Years, have
: prospered in worldly things.  The names of every member of the household
j appear upon the communion roll of the Preshyterian Church, in Bond Head,
© as varly as the year 1824, and for this whole period of fifty-threc years their
record has been one of uniform Christian consistency. The subject of this
notice, like-minded with his relatives, was lileral and open-handed in support
of Gospel ordinances in the congregation to which he belonged ; and when it
* hecame necessary, five years ago, to erect a new church, a very large share of
the cost was borne by our late lamented friend and brother. His annual
contribution to the Bible Society, as well as to the several objects more iinme-
diately comnected with the Church at large, were always punctually forthcom-
ing. He died as he lived, quietly and confidently trusting in the Saviour
whem he loved.

1s it not the case, that very often, if not generally, those who, like Mr.
Cerswell, are liberal in supporting the Bible Snciety and such institutions,
are these who give most to their own churches? 1f so, is it not generally
| a hollow excuse when men plead the demands of their own particular church
i as a a reson for not supporting such agencies of the Church Catholic ?

—

|
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SOCIETY HOUSE, TORONTO, FROM

AUXILIARY AND BRANCH SOCIETIES, FROM 1st SEPTEMBER TO

3lst OCTOBER, 1877.

On FreE CoNTRIBUTIONS.
SEPTEMBER. Purchase
Account. | UL (" B. & F. | Sundry.
B. S, B. s,
S ets S oets S cta S cts.
Drununondville Branch ........ ....... 13 30 R P
Fenelon Falls do ... 2233 e
Prince Arthur’s Landing Branch ....... A U U S O P
Cannington Brunch ..o oo eeae el I 00 f.. ... .,
St. Mary’s  do Lo e W0 00 f..ooooiiifeee Th.
OCTOBER.
Pervie Branch .......... ... ..o ool 800 f..........
Woodstock Branch ... il 3128 | e
Sonya S R 55 2 8 850
Shelburne  do ! 3 2492 {..........
Picton do ; 383 ool
Milfard do { b 0 T D
Burlington  do ..ol 2000 e
Glenville  do .oiiiieiieeieieee i, | N RO .
Port ]iﬂpe do e e 175 82 | e
Palmerston do ... ..ol B L R P
Dunbarton  do .. .....iiiiiiiiieiaiiaila 260 fooieiiiiiteiinania
Bequest of the late James (farswell, Esq.,
of Tecumseth .. ... ool [E LU T) R PRI DR
Dundus Branch. ..., 6361 [..oieeeicliianianns
Mooretielddo ..o il 13 78 LI L I S P
Rothsay do oo eeeael 1161
Molesworth Branch........ ... ...... 6 38 374
Listowel (8 0 38 &1 214
New Hambury Branch ....... ... ... 22 44 8 80
Tavistock Branch............... 1917 ...,
Hawksville do . ..o ciiiiiiil] ceeininnn 11 03
Elmira & L, 3104 |..........
Hespeler  do .o.oioiiiiiiiaiiiinnes 3037 |
Muorriston  do c.iiiiiiiiiiiiiieans 23 50 f..........
Napance do  ..oiiiiiiiiiiiiianann. 15 99 41 &5
Ml Point do  coiiiioiiiiiiiiiinnn. €00 |..........
Selby S R P ' 750 |oooeao.s
Newburgh do ...l 202 hooo.o....
Shannonville Branch ........ (....... 542 Lol
Bayfiell do
Goderich do
Dungannon  do
Manchester  do
Blyth do
Londeshore”  do
Clinton do
Ermondville  do
© Jarvis dn

PRICE OF THE

“RECORDER.”

From six conies upwards of the Bibls Seciety Recorder ave furnished gratuitously to each of the
Eranches.  Extra ninbers are farnished at the ollowing rate per aunum :-—Single copiey, 20 cents
ten copies to vne adiress, $1.50; aver ten and under 50 copics, 13 per hundred ; any quantity over
50 eopies, §12 per hundred ; in each case including postuge.




