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- 4 10) and therefore two-or mure:small families might unite:in the celebration. The dumbe:
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*  the minimum, but twepty frequently assembled around one table. The portionto be eaten-

¢ true-meaniing a.svsettix\)g forth Christ not fully. perceived, at least all could understand
* that G:tllam fittingly served:only with:the best,

/ 6; 4: 28). Sume regard the paschal lamb as:representing the firstborn suns-who were sparet

ous hint in 10: 260).  In the land of Egy}ﬂfrThE rest of the law was given at Sinai (Lev,
26: 46), or in the plains of Moah (Num. 36: 13} The Passover is celebrated before the
event which it commemorates just as the Lord’s Supper before the death which #t was 1o
“show forth” (Langc). 2,7 This month—Abib (ch. 13 45 Deut 16: 1), or Nisag
(MNehe 25 1), (Sec fable):  Up to this ime the Hebrew year began with Ethanim, or Tisr
{Exod. 23: 16), the feast of ingathering is held **at the end of the year,” the time we kow
. to have been the 15th of Ethanim.  (See 1 Kings & 2; Lev. 23. 34).  This continued to be
_ the beginning of the civib year, while the sacred calendar began with Abib, A similar
arfangement prevails.among ourselves.  The civil year begins un January 1st, the annivers.
axy of out Saviour’s.circumcisivn or. coming under the law, while the ecclesiastical year date.
frora the fourth Sypdoy before Christmas, being the first Sunday in_Advent. Although ,the
. Scottish reformefS rejected the church calendar altogether, fur goud and sufficient reasons,
" yet it is followed by ouy sister-churches of the Presbyterian Alliance on the continent pf
}ium s the.church of England, andthe Greek and Roman communiops. The Hebrelr
months were determined by'the changes of the muon, and were therefure 28 days long,
Some of our modern-critics-assert that the year did not begin.in Spring:untl-after the captiv.
ity, but see 2 Sam. 11: 1; 1 Kings 20: 22, 26; Jer. 36: 22. This feast became a .*‘ monu.
" menial evidence,” fiaed in the calendar, of the histurical truth of the narrative here .given,
2.- The congregation-of Isfael- The nativn was divided into 12 tribes, thesé int
faynilies (Dent. 29.°17; Judg. 18. 19;°21: 24), and these'again intc ancestral houses (Num,
" 1: 2). _By'communicating with.the elders or heads of families {versé.21) Muses could easily
“make-these announcemgnts tg the whole people in a very shortiime, The ténth day—The
lamb was.not slain until the fourteenth.  According to some, thiy regulation, like that re.
quiring the- people to be equipped-as for-a journey, pertained'to the‘first” passover only, ang
“was necessitated by. the d??ﬁcul‘t); of procuning lambs-at-a very short notice, and amid the con-
fusion. of preparing to set out. In.any case, the solemn suspense was a fitting preparation of
heart for the-service and:kept in.the mipds of'the -people that they.should sanctify themselves. §
(2 Chr. 35:6). The four days may have been typical of the four generations of bondag:
. (Gen. 15:16). Alamb-: Marg. “-or'kid.” Both were uged-as late asithe time of Josiah §
‘(2 Chr. 35: 7), but-in our Saviout's time lambs only-were offered. The ‘“herd” mentioned.
in Deut. 16; 2:refers-to-the oxen required: for other sacrifices cunnected with-the feast {2 Chr.
35: 7-9). Only ** preverse ingenuity.™ could:infer from this passage a contradiction of the
lavy 1hid down in-our lesson. There seems to be a reference to the-passover in Rev, 15: 3.
- Acedrding to their fathers’ houses (R. V.) -It was:ito be a family festival. Here, 5
everyywhere, the religion of the Bible makes the family the centre of:all tender, loving, ani
holy influences, . Its most sacred-services aim at making the ‘homcr, with its parental and.
filial r@flations, the chiel means of grace.  *‘ Family religion is the foundation of a nation’
Jife.” \(Macgregor). 4. It was necessary that the whale lamb shonld-be consumed. (vers

who-ware to-partake would be carefully considered. Later tradition fised upon tep o

" hyeach was-also fised by custom as the size-of an dlive,. or small plum. ~No one:might par.
. take of the passover alone. B. Without blemish This was reguired- of all victims offer-
ed in:sadrifice (Ex. §2. 27, Lév. 22020-24). Only one who was absolutely free from s
could be a substitute for sinaers, so only an.animal whose.physical perfection was unmarred
‘conld'be a fitting type-of the sinless One, (Heb. 9: 14; 1 Pet, 1. 19). “ That the lamb,
as-free from blemish, was designed Lo represent the :moral integrity of the offerer is a very
doubtful proposition, since moral inl:guy needs no eapiating blood.” (Lange). If the

iMal. 1. 8, 14). A male—*Inharm

“ moiy
/"Wiﬂl the general.notign-of antiyuity-that the-males are superior to the females,”  (Kalisch).
_ Rather, in accordance with the-universal view of the male as the representative sex, It

-would also be the larger-and finer animal.  Fémales were alsu offered in sacrifice (Lev, 3;1,

“throughits blood. (Keil). Of'the first-year -Marg. “a son of a year,” i. e. a year old,
having attained-the-full perfection of youthful vigor, in ity prime. (The view that “a sonof
‘a.year” means any age-under-a year is clearly refuted.in the note on this verse by Dr. Mes
in Lange’s commentary). ** Lambs.might be offered in sacrifice afier the eighth. day. (E.
. 22: 30; L!e\. 22. 27), but-they ‘wese-not used for the passover until'they had completed thii:

fist year °  (Dr. Green). Sheep or goats- A lamb was more valuable and miore appre-
_ priste than a kid-and sofcame eventually to be exclusively used. Theodoret eyplaihs the
clause, *“He that hath a-sheep lethim slay it, and he who has no sheep lethim takeragoat.”

. IL Tue Feast. 6. Kegp it up. Keepit with great care. It was customary ©
tie the lamb-to-the'bed post. (Trapp.) Fourteenth.Day—The middle of the lunar mont:
and therefore full moon.  Some suppose these were the days of the plague of darkies:
The whole assembly of the Congregation—This does not mean that _oll came to-
gethier to-one place for the purpose, but that all lambs were to be slain at one hour. The
was afterwards done only in the place which the Lord-had chosen to place his name in"(Deut
16: 6.) In the evening—Marg. ““between the two cvenings,” Dent. 162 6, “at even, @
the going down of the sun.”  The same phrase is used of the tnfie of the daily evening



e cvening sicrifice, 15 day w
than wrual,) that is seonaster three o’clook in the afieracon, ood the feast wag pariaken of o
" sundown, the time of the evening meal.  Compare the time of the crucifision, Matt, 27 .46,
50. 7. Tha blood—For the symbolicdt meaning of *“ the blood ” see Gen. 4: 05 Lev, 3 70
10-14; Deut. 12: 16, 23; 15: 23; Acts 1§ 20, 29; 21° 25 It répresents thelife, We vse the
expression ** hfe-blood.”  Strike it—R. V. “putit” Aferwards this was sprinkled by
the priests.upon the altar. It signified@tonément for-sin, as is seen from the fact that the
. hyssap bunch 1s used (verse 22.) ~ Sprinkling with hyssop-is-proscribed in the law only where
wrification is treated of n the sense of expidtion (Lev 14: 49-§3; Num. 19: 18.) ~ (Keil.)
gefer'to Heb. 12: 24, 20. Tholintel~The Hebrew word means ** pruminent or conspic-
uons:part,” the crossbeam over the doorway was. often ornamented. The blood was pat
sprinkled.on:the threshold lest it-should. be tramgled under foot (éeb. 16: 29.) The door
through which-one enters the house, stands for fhe house itself, as its most significant part. .
Similarly * thy gates ” means *“thy cities” (Geh. 82: t7; Ex. 20: 10; Deat. §: 143 12+ 17
(Keil,) Sprinkling the doorway-consecrated the'house as a sanctuary of refuge ta its inmatcs,
who shewed their farth m\God’séngomise of salvation. Compare Acts 16: %1_, and apply it. -
The blood-was put where it could be seén (Matt. §- 16; 10: 32, 33.) B. In that ght—.
The night follawing the tath. Nisan. *“Eating of an-animel offered in sacrificeis an act of
communion w;th'uod-anqi*ag)ropriaﬁoh of the benefits of the sacrifice. ,As the animal hos
beQLdeVo’ted‘to God, and belongs to-him, he provides-the feast of which the offerers partake,
. They are his-guests, fed at his table. They partake of a sacrifice by which expiation bos
been effected, and:thus sharethe benefits of that expiation. It is also a communion with -
each other on the part of:those¢ who eat-from the-same tible in this sacred service, and with
the entire body of the people who are similarly erigaged,” (Green.) Roast—The flesh of
sacrifices was commonly boiled (Ex. 29: 315 Lev. 8: 3Y; Num. 6: 19; 1.Sam. 2: 13}-but
boiling would have netessitated -dismemberment, and some of the strength of the meat would
have been lost n-the water. It was essentially nec y that the body should.be kept
whole (verse 46;-Nunv., 9¢ v2.) Sée John 19: 35, and compare 1 Cor. 10;17. Unleavaned
~bread—This was embleinatic of:théee-things, (1) théir nhappy condition as slaves; it is.
“xalled ** bread of affliction,” tDeut. 16: 33} (2) their hasty flight, (vs. 34, 39;) (3)-Compare
1 Cor, 5: 85 1 Pet. 1: 15. Bitter herbs—lit. ““bitters.” Com the Scottish: *“sour-
ocks ™ {Macgtegor.} These were & sort of salad and gave zest-to the.meal, Hebrew writers
mention Jettuce, epdive, chicory arld horehound amongst thuse which were used. - Horse-
radish i5 used by Jews.in England. " Fhey were emblematic of‘the bondage: that made their
lives bitter. Raw-underdone: There was.to be no unseémly. haste but the meat must be’ -
carefolly and thoroughly roasted. Sbme iud here a prohibition of heathen practices, but -
“throughont the attention is so.concettrated.on- the. positive meaning of the rite, that it would
not be dwerted from 1t by 2 side glahte at orgies which they werein no danger of imitating *
..under the circurnstances. The viscetd-of the chest-and entrails were taken out andcleansed /. -
and:then put back. Thehead and‘ldts were not taken off. The entire hody was.xoasted on -
a cruciform spit, one stick being inserted lengthwise and the other across the body. 10, Let
nothing remain—This {aw afterwatds exténded-to the fat of sacrifices and to peace.offer- -
ings (Ex. 23: 18; Lev. 7: 15-17.). Paits of the lamb-were, of course-unfit for eating. . Three
reasons may be.mven for-this provisio' (1) Sanitary considerations—that so much.animal |-
food might not be leftto putrefy. To'this might be “added' that since our Saviout's body .
53w no.copruption 1ts emblein ought not'to be left to decay. (2} That the remnants of so -
solemn a festival might not be treated with unbecomin disrespect in the hdste.of departure. -
(3) And, on the other-hand, that a supdsstitious-use might not be, made of the **reserved™ -
portion.  Compare the regulations in d to manna, ¥. Loins girded—The looze
tabe tucked up aver the belt or girdle, sb'as to leave the fool and knee free for locomotion,
Compare 2 Kings 4: 29; 9: 1. They welt usually worn loose when indoors. Shoes on
your feet—Ready for the rough:desert tdad  Ongntals do not wear anything on the feet =
® vhen.inthe house. It would be:considejéd disrespetful to do so. .We -uncover the: head
£ for the same reason.  StafF in your haid—* Like an alarmed pird with wings gspanding -
i forflight.” (Macgregor.) in haste-—This'explains why sych ast,unusual mode o}n cating
raust be-adopted.  In latertimes.good sede-dropped these unessential features and themeal -
f ~os partaken:of leisurely andin the usual lreclining pesture. e modern Samaritansistill
observe these:nfles—more Jewish-thanthelfews. It—thelamb(Deyt. 16: 5, 6.) Passaver -
§ —This is ap exact translation of the Hebraw word. Tt means to over, like a clond or
+bird. Tospare from penalty, Primarily it denoted God’s “paps:?s over” the-houses of .
E the Isra‘e!it@xters '13;)-then-the lamb whdse blood is-the occasion of the ¢ passing over;"!
n the whole eight days’ festival, includling -that of unleavened, bread (Deut. 14s 1:6.)
{Lange.} The use of this word to distinguith-this feast 15.an indubitable proof of the histor.
-3l trth ofithe narrative, N \ LT
UL TeE Broop. 12. This judgment was threatened long before (ch. 4: 22, 23.)
annonncement to Pharaoh.in ch. 11 was subsequent to the instructions given in this
v (CGreen) tawilt pass through-i The * 1" 15 empbatic, God himsslf will act
the racans of Moses’ rod.  This night--i ¢ the nighi just relerred to, that on
y the 2
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ver was eaten. Tt does not meaa the night fellowing the moment when these




. sons only, were slain. (See verse 29.) Beast—Why these ? (1) The inferior creation

. ed in-italies. - »

. .be destroyed his cnemies, * WHEN was the

N

- ta be sprinkled upun.the side:and ufpcz duor

. logical importance, evenfur the notion of an atunement, It dues ot read. it shall be ta 22
* fofz sim.  The Istaclites were to have-in the blywd the sucramental sign that by offering

A‘Théldé'ta;lgvui the.ipstifuting of the Fassvs
-, “cant, that litle need be dune-veyund Lyl
It &

“pleset free. The Dassuver was Lo math a New Vear. How? The ritzal of the Passover,

words were spoken to Moses. {Jamieson.) Firstborn—The noun is mastuline. FEldest

cuffer the consequences of man’s sin, Jt s 2 general law. (2) Many were objects of
worship and this would prove thelr impotence and the folly of degrading idolatry. The
gods of Egypt—Nut the brute deitics alone, but aZ,  The confest was really a contest.
between Jehovah and-the gods tn whont be trusted, |, This plague, so Jiscriminating and so
universaly, would shew thatthese deities had au power to averthisstroke.  Some wrifersstate
that the idols were cast down, hike Dagon-{} Sam. §5.-4.) Also-that all the temples were de-
molished by an earthquake. » But the dread sulemnity of the judgment is not enhanced by
these dramatic addiions, - Better i the view of Jethto (Ex. 18: 11,) § am the Lord—
-+ Afthching - hiy zoyal simnoture o this proclamation, of judgment.™ {Macgregor.) . Acts
14: 15, 13. The blood shail be.fo.you for atoken - The espression is-of psycho~

of blood the guiltof Ismelin cunnectivn with Egypt was expiated;/in that Jehovah had
scen the blood, Thisduoking on the ‘bluod which wasded off Uie pestilence reminds us of
the Jooking up-to-the brazen serpent, and:the Leliover’s cuniemplation of the perfect atone-
ment on the cross.” (Lange.) When | see the blood  What he sees is.-not the feast,
nor the worshippers, not the slain lamb,, but previsely, the bluud. This alone is’on the
mescy seat, Svhere Gud s enthroned in grace.  (Macgregot.) | *“Through the sprinkling of
the houses of the lsmélites wuh the etvningbloud-of the victim, the-reconciliation of Isracl
+with their God thruugh the forgiveness aod eapiativn of theit sins was set forth, and in the
sacrificial meat which folluwed, their commanivn with the Lord, that is, their-reception intc
fitiat relationship, 15 typcaily set forth,  In the pasctiBl meal the sucrific become a sacrament,
the ilesh.of the wicm a means«of grace, thrvugh whichithe Tord-tahes o his preserved and
ymsomed people 1ot the fellowshiy ufhis house and proffers to them the living food for
the quickening of their-souls,” (R il.; 14, The passover is. still observed in-the Loxds

Supper.  The Christian festival of Easter is a conﬁx;gat\iox»:.of-it.r _ R
... SUMMARY AND REVIEW. . o
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er are-of themselves su impressive and signifi-
uij%m Lhem;dcls:aﬂy s}fjs uﬁfarey the s;;holgm
e Lord ' over ” his-chosen e when
Passuvet m;uaed.?_ After cenm:‘;gpof hard
bondages after the Lord’s mewage and call of Muses, of his pover to smite and save.
Beforethe grep, deliverance, and un the very eve of it. ‘When evening’ fell, the Tsraclites
were still bund slaves, at mdaight ihe fist Lumn of the Egyptiansjwere slain-and God’s peo-

“The tifle, Tip PassoveR, explains.itse

sirikingly pictusesyue and memorable 3n its every detall turis apun-the following points; A
the congregation were'tu ubsetve the Passuver (v 3.} IU wastv be Jbserved by Houselolds
{v3, 4,.5,) & Lamb being chusen for each house (v 3.5 the Jamb to be of-the very best of the
flock, {w. 5,}and Lo be religiously separated and cared for in.advancg (v.6.) The Bladvwas

sto (v. 7,5 aed the Flsh to be roasted and
eaw,ened‘*gywd aud bitter herbs, the people being\:ﬂrca«z

<iten, with ag-accuinpaniment of un

cquipped fur their yuumey \vo. 8, v, 41y What remajoed was to-be wholly.consunied wit
fire. . Wiy 2 The bluud of the paschal lamb was for'a Zoden that the Lord might ¢ pass-
sover ™ his owi peuple when he smuite the Egyptians; and jl was to Ye dept as 2 perpetusl
Memoriai of his great ivve and mesey. The Golden Zeal shauld be-recited by the Class
School, and as the Line may penmit the anologics between the paschal lamb and Christ o
passover Liought out, It should Le further shewn how the Lord’s Supper answers to
Passover. ) C - : i R. U. F.




