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THE PAST VEAR.

Another year with all its joys and sor-
gows—its labours and responsibilitice—its
good and evil, is numbered with the past.
A year, in the life time of nations—in the
history of the world, is but & point of time,
and its events will in the progress of ages,
searce oceppy asingle page of the historian’s
work; perhaps not a single line, while it
will be absolutely as nothing when com-
pared with cternity and the years of him,
with whom oune day is as a thousaud years,
and a thousand years as one day.

Yet in the life of cvery man,a year is no
animportant period.  During that time we
have spent 365 days, over 5000 waking
hours, and over 300,009 waking minutes,
throughout all of which, if not in our sleep-
ing hours as well, our minds have been con-
stantly active. IHow wmuch useful effort is
¢thus put forth in & single day—hew much
enjoyment or misery may be cowded into
a single hour, or may result to oursclves
and others from the actions of so bricf a pe-
riod. Ilow many thoughts have sometimes
passed theough our minds in a single minute.
Tet during all these howrs our minds have
mever been idle.  During all our waking
moments, there has gone forth from every
one of us a constaut stream of thought and
2ctivity—by which our own souls have ¢i-
ther heen built up in good, or have been
sinking deeper in their natural corruption ;
aud we have been exertingan influence up-
on others, it may be as silent and as slow
as that of the daily drop ondrop that wears
away the stone, but certain and sure, and to
continue through the countless ages of e

ternity. Ilow greatthen the responsibilities
of a single year!

There muy be special events to render a
particular year memorable in the history of
man.  Aund memorable no doubt has the
past year been to many. To numbers it
has brought worldly prosperity—and many
more have witnessed the blasting of their
expectations, and the ruin of worldly pros-
peets.  To thousands upon thousands it
has brought the end of their carthly carcer
—the terminationof all present privileges—
and the summons, ““ Give an account of thy
stewardship for thou mayst be no longer
steward.” Many during the past year have
passed from death unto life, while alas, it is
to be feared thatmany, under the preaching
of the gospel, by continuing to reject offer.
ed mercy, have during the past year reach-
ed that point in the hardening of their hearts
that justice has said, “1le is joined to his
idols, let him alone.” Who can reflect on
all the scenes of sorrow and gladness—of
responsibility and of judgment of a single
year without solemn and profitable emo-
tion !

On the wider theatae of the world, a sin-
gleyear isfraught withevents of deepest im-
portance to the destinies ofourrace. Qurs
is called a fast age—too true in the worst
sense of that expression—an age full of self:
elation, and scorning the accumulated wis.
dom of all past ages—impatient of the re-
strainté of law human and divine, and but
for the resistance which the great Ruler of
the world is raising up in various ways,
which would plunge society into wreck and
ruin. And yet sruealsoin & better sense—
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an age of rapid progression in science, in
avt, and their vavious applications to human
life. But onrs is especially an age of rapid
change—when it tyuvel by steam, and its
communication by telegraph, seem symbol-
ical of the suddenness of its social changes,
and the rapidity with which great events
follow one another. Tt i~ faet that revo-

" lutions wmow take place in a single year
whichin former ages would have been spread
over a generation.  There are many indica-
tions that we are on the eve of great events,
which will change the race not only of Euro-
pean civilization, but of the Mahometan and
Heathen worlds.  And as the great drama
of ages scems about to close, anda new era
to be ushered in, events move with aceeler-
ated rapidity, and a single year brings
changes of vast moment to the destinies of
man.

The year has had its events of thrilling
interest and of solemn importance.  Promi-
nent among them has been the fratrvicidal
war, which has raged amoug ancighbouring
and kindred people.  What right thinking

man but does not mourn over the scenes of

slaughter and desolation which that coun”
try has recently presented?  And yet how
lightly do we often think and speak of the
scenes of war:
“Boys and ¢irls
And women that would groan to sce a ehild
Pull off an inscet’s leg, all read of war,
The best amusement for ouwr morning weal L
The poor wretch who has learut his only
prayers
From curses—who knows searcely words
cnough ]
To ask ablessing frony his Heavenly Father
Becomes o fluent phraseman, absolute
And technical in victories and defeats
And all our dainty terms for fratricide,—
Terms which we trandle smoothly o’er our
tongucs,
Like mecre abstractions, empty sounds to
which
We join no feeling and attach no form!
As it the soldier died without a wound— -
As if the fibres of his god-like frame
Were gored without a pang—as if the wreteh
Who fell in battle doing bloody deeds
Passed off to heaven, translated, and not
killed— R .
As though he had no wife to pine for hiny
No God to judge hin.
To us the American war, whether we

race and lineage with ourselves—and par-
takers of the same great hevitage of Protes-
tant Christinnity—whether we look at the
close relationship hetween the parties—
whether we consider the amount of sluegh-
ter and desolation it has oceasioned, or the
appavent hopelessness of any satisfactory
result, appears the most sorvowtul spectacle
of modern times.  Our only velief is in oun
asswrance that the Lovd rveigneth, and the
conviction that though it may be by terri-
hle things in rightcousness, he will yet ren-
der all these sad scenes subservient to the
accomplishment of his own great and glo-
rious designs,  We cannot help secing al-
ready that he is accomplishing two cuds—
that he is humbling the most hoastful na-
tion the world has ever seen, and that he is -
opening the prison doors that theoppressed
may go free. ““They that walk in pride,
e is able to abase,” and he “exceuteth
righteousness and judgment for all that are
oppressed.”’ >

Casting our thoughts acvoss the Atlan-
tie, the old world has not during the past
year witnessed events as stivringas the new.
Its surface presents an outward calm, and
vet it has exhibited much of deep interest,
many indications of pregress, and many
harbingers of coming changes.  InourMo-
ther country the Great Txhibition has been
a glorious triumph of peaceful industry
contrasting strongly with the sounds of war
wafted from our own side of the Atlantic;
the distress of thousands has appealed to the
benevolence of the nation, and met with
such o response as does credit to the chris-
tianity of the age. On the continent of
Europe there are but few countries free from
scttled discontent, and it there have heen
few positive outbreuks, there has been much
to indicate coming dangers, and “men’s
hearts failing them for fear and for looking
for the things which shall be on the carth.””

Ameong the difficnlties which agitate the
Eurepean mind, the Roman question must
to the Christian be vegarded as of chief in-
tevest.  During the past year it has already
advaneed a stage. ‘Fhe decided position
taken by the Emperor of France, not to
withdraw his troops from Rome, and his

look at it as among a people of the same | Getermination to wphold the Pope in his
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tcmporal power—and on the other hand the
inereasing urgeney of the Italians in clahin®

ing Tome as their capital, indicate that the
strugede is at hand, in which the Inst rem-
nant of lis political power will sink amid
storm and commotion. The address of
PAsSAGLIA signed by 9000 Iralian priests,

in fvor of the Pope’s surrendering the tem-
poral power, shows Low the minds even of
his owt subjects ave prepaved for such a ve-
sult.  Most of our veaders nre aware, that
the best interpreters of prophecy fix the
date of the downfall of the Papacy as & po-
litical authority between the years 1864 and
1868, many precisely in the year 1866, and
we need not say how theprogress o fevents
scems to indicate, ihat their conclusions
will be verified by the yesuits. It shouid
be understood, however, that this by uo
means infers that Popery asa system of ve-
ligion will then Lecome extinet. On the
contrary we may presume that it will con-
tinue to linger, it may be for o length of
time. But its chict support will that be
taken away—the chief hindrance to the pro-
gress of the trath will then be removed, and
through the influence of the word, its ad-
herents will gradually be brought to the
knowledge of the truth.

In connexion with these views, a state-
ment which we have seen in the public
prints within the last few weeks, may be of
far more importance than has been gener-
ally believed. We have seen it stated that
much alarm had been excited in the neigh-
bourkood of Rome by indications that a
voleano was about to break out a few miles
from the city. The announcement has not
excited much attention. But the student
of propheey will read it with the deepest
interest. The 18th chapter of Revelation
deseribes the total destruction of Rome, and
in doing so employs very prominently the
image of ¥ bwning by fire. ¢ Therefore
shall her plagues come in one day, death
and mourning and famine, and ske shall be
utterly darneed with five??  “And the kings
of the carth <hall bewail her and lament for
her, when they shall see the smoke of her
hurning.” ¢ And every ship master and all
the company in ships; and sailors and as
many as trade by sca stood afar off, and

cried when they saw the smoke of her durn-
ing, saying what city is like unto this great
eity.”  All sound interpreters agree in un-
derstanding this chapter, as describing the
complete aud final overturning of the anti-
christian system, but many consider that
these words also predict u literal destrue-
tion by fire, of the seven lLilled city, as wo
know that other prophecies had their literal
as well as their spiritual fulfilment.

The structure of the whole of central
Italy has long since been noted as likely to
render it the scene of such o conflagration.
It is not Itna, the Lipari voleanic islands,
and Vesuvius, that alone ofier visible indica-
tions of the physical adaptedness of Italy for
such a catastrophe.  The great Appennine
mountain chain is mainly voleanic in its
character, and the country of Rome more
especially is as strikingly so, almost as that
of Sodom itself.” “I behield,” says ano-
ther writer, who passed through the coun-
try in the year 1850, “every where—in
Rome—ncar Rome, and through the whole
region from Rome to Naples—most as-
tounding proof, not merely of the possibility,
but the probability, that the whole region-
of central Ttaly will one day be destroyed”
by such a catastrophe (by carthquake or-
volcanoes.) ‘T'he soil of Rome is {ufa, with-
a voleanic¢ subterrancan action going: on..
At Naples the boiling sulphur is to be seen
bubbling near the surface of the carth.
When I drew a stick along the ground, the
sulphurcous smoke followed the indenta-
tion; and it would never surprise me to
hear of the utter destruction of the South..
crn Peninsula of Italy. Theentire country
and district is volcanic. It is saturated
with beds of sulphur and the: substrata of *
destruction.  Tv seems as certainly prepared
for the flames as the wood. and coal on the
hearth are prepared for the taper, which
shall kindle the fire to consumethem. The
divine hand alone seems.to me- to hold the
clements of fire in check, by a miracle as
great as that which protected the-cities of
the plain, till the rigliteous Lot made. his
eseape o the mountains.”*  With such.
facts, and the predictions of God’s word be—

* Townshend’s.Tour.in Italy..
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forc us, nced we be surprised, if ere long the
modern Sodom should sufier the doom of its
ancient prototype?

While the Western Apostacy scems to be
thus giving indications of approaching de-
struction, events are moving forward in the
Tast at such a rate as to indicate that the
great Eastern Apostacy has nearly reached
its limits. During the past year the dis-
turbanees in the Tarkish empive have con-
tinued, showing that the seriptural “drying
up of the River Euphrates™ is going on,
while the Revolution in Greeee, and the
proposal seriously entertained of setting an
English prince upon the vacant throne show,
what a mighty revolution in feeling is go-
ing on in the Oriental mind.  These, with
many other facts elicited of Jate years, in-
dicate that as the vise of the Mahometan
power was synchronous with the culmina-
tion of the Papal despotism, so they shall
be together in their fll.

Tooking for a moment homeward, what
mercies have we in this Provinee had to re-
cord duving the past year. 'We have heen
free from the scourge of war.  Qursons Lave
not been called to the deadly conflict—our
fields kave not been trodden down by in-
vading armies—our libertics, our persons,
our property have all been secure. We
have dwelt under our own vine and under
our own fig-tree, none making us afraid.
Trade has beenveviving.  Wehave reaped
a harvest beiter than for years past, and
in many portioss of the country most a-
bundant, aid now while we hear of suffer-
ing and want abroad, there is plenty in our
land for man and for beast. O that men
would praise the Lord for his gooduess, and
- O that our kearts were inclined to render
unto him according to all his benefits !

In our own church we have had to sing

- of merey and judgment. In our mission
ficld, though the trials of the previous year
~sompletely overshadowed those of the past,
. yot.in the breaking up of the Tana mission,
2ad in the death of Mrs Matheson, our mis-
ston has suffered afilictions of no ordinary
character. Butat home how has God bless-
«odus! Peaccand harmony have prevailed
smong us. If we cannot record great ye-
+vival - movements yet we believe that the

work of the Lord has been steadily advan-
cing.  And what reason for gratitude havo
we in the fact, that among all our minis-
ters, professors, probationers, and students
of theology, amounting altogether to over
120 there has not been 2 single death dux-
ing the year.

And now reader, let ns ask you to re-
flect on the year that is gone. “God re-
qaireth that which is past.”  ‘U'he mercies
received, the trials experienced, the activity
exerted, the sins committed, are all past;
but they are all in the book of God’s re-
membrance, and they will again appear be-
fore thee in that day, whken he shall bring
every seeret thing into judgment.  Bring
thyself now to the bar of conscience for
self examination as in the sight of God.
What return have you made for your mer-
cies? What is the vesult upon your spirit
of your trials 2 Yow have you improved
your opportunities for getting and doing
good 7 Areyou still an enemy of God, and
have you never yet hegun the service of
your Creator?  And have you during ano-
ther year Leen adding to your former sing
the awful erime of despising a crucified Sa-
viour? Ilow much guilt must you have
accumulated during the past year? Will
you continue this course?  Will you go on
thus treasuring up unto yourself wrath a-
gainst the day of wrath?  Youare entering
upon another year. Yerhaps the declara-
tion may now be going forthas it was once
revealed to a wicked man, ““Uhis year thou
shalt die.”  You know what the word of
God teaches must be your doom for ever,
should this sentence be exceuted upon you
in your present condition. O then, by the
value of your soul, by the joys of heaven
and the woes of hell, by the solemnities of
cternity, by the wrath of God, and the love
of Jesus, we entreat you to rest not a mo-
ment as you are, bat flee for refuge to lay
hold of the hope set before you in the gos—
pel.

Christian reader,how have youn discharged
the obligations and fulfilled the responsibi-
litics of the past year? You too have te
mourn over mcrcies unappreciated-—over
many shortcomings, and many lamentable
failures. Seck paxdon for the past and
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strength for days to come.  Farnestly seck !
a new ctfusion of the Spirit on thy soul,
that this year if you ave spaved below may
be a year of greaterself denial, greater labor
for the good of men and greater zeal for
the glory of God, so that at the end of it
you may say, ¢ Now is our salvation near-
er than when we believed.”

WORK !

We are saved by faith in owr Tord and
Saviour Jesus Christ; but in order to show
forth our faith and develop the cliistian lite
in our own souls we must work.

Christ wrought and suffered for us to the
atmost 3 he did not spare breath or blood ;
he did not shrink from  the pains of death
that we might be saved. In token of our
love and gratitude to ITim let us work.

Qur Qay is swiltly passing and the gloo.ay
night is near, even the night of the grmein
which no one can work. Time is flbeing
from us with all the swiftuess of thought ;
therefore let us work.

We may be faint and weary, and longing
for repose. ‘The burden may be too heavy ;
the hill too steep, the toil too arduous; yet
faint not, but struggle on.  Theve is rest
for the weary.  While it is day, our duty is
to work.

The hosts of this world are up and doing.
Man is contending with man for mastery,
and the flood of active exertion goes surging

on. Norest for hand or foot or buming
brain.  The race for riches and carthly ho-

noms is keen and ceascless.  Shall we loiter
in the heavenly race s Shall we yield in
the spiritual conflict? No! in the face of
all hindrance and discouragement let us
work.

The harvest is plenteous; it is white,
and bending to the sickle wherever we turn
the eye.  low vast the fields that wave be-

fore us: hut the storms are coming. An-
gry clouds lower above the hills. What

shall we do to gatherin the precious harvest
of God? Tet us work.

Weare watched by Angels; they minis-
ter with us to the heirs of salvation; they
would gladly be our fellow-workers in the
field. We are watched by Devils; they

strive to lead us astray and thwart us in eve-
ry cffort for good ; they aim at the total ruin
of earth’s harvest. Thercfore, with the ho-
Iy Angels against Sutan and his hosts log
us work,

Christ is coming to judgment. Behold
he cometh with clouds and every eye shall
sce him, and his reward is with him. He
comes to give every one according to the
deeds done in the body whether good or bad
therefore let us work.

Herr is prepared for those who do evil
and waste God’s precious gifts and henuits
on self and sin.  Into it shall the devil and
his angels be cast, with all who are not sav-
ed by grace.  The unprofitable servant
meets this dismal doom ; therefore let us
work.

Heavey has many mansions, welcoming
all who love Christ and do his work. The
golden gates are open ; the peaceful river is
flowing freely ; the tree of life is spreading
its healing and welcome shadows ; and here
a crown of glory awaits all Christ’s faithful
servants 3 therefore let us work.

God the Father is working; Christ is
working ; the IHoly Spivitis working; the
Angels of God are working ; the Devil and
his augels are working.  The world is work-
ing; can we be idle! No; whatever our
hunds find to do let us do it with all our
might. In the day of joy, in the night. of
sorrow ; when strong and young, and when
weak, old and weary ; loncly in the shadows,
or cheered on by the applause of multitudes,.
always, everywhere let us work till God call
us to our rest and reward.

o b
“TAKING STOCK."

He thought himself rich.  1Ie had labour=
cd late and early for many years, and success
crowned his adventures.  Iis balance at
the Bank was constantly increasing, and hig
investments were all yiclding a good return..
Was he not rich 2 Death came and' looked
at him and bade him leave all, that his body
might lie in the nrow house and his soul
stand before God ! He had laid up-no trea-
swre in Heaven.  Alas, he was notxich ; he
Incked the Pearl of Great Pricc.and. hckmg
that he perished !
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We all thought her wretchedly peoor.—
Her pavents died when she was young,  She
had neither brother, nor sister, nor hinshand.
Health failed ; and when health fails what
can she do, who depends for a living on the
labour of her hands?  Friendless, home-
less, desolate, sick!  Was  she  not
poor, very poor?  She lived on the offer-
ings of the benevolent ; no other means was
within her reach.  Weak and weaker she
heeame day by day, till at last she passed
from us into the land where there is no more
hunger, or poverty, or sickness.  She was
poor to the eye of a carcless observer; bt
rich in faith, hope and love; rvich in good
works done for God to God’s poor children.,
Ter Treasure was in leaven, and she re-
joiced in the hope of enjoying that Treasure
through all cternity.  Was she not rich 2

Reader, are you rich, or poor? To use
a2 mereantile phrase, ave you “taken
stock” lately 2 Prudent merchants  take
stock” frequently to know how they stand.
There could be no better opportunizy for
you to do so-than now, at the beginning of
anew year.

Some merchants who twelve months ago

- were deemed wealthy and honourable men,
are to day bankrupt in purse and in charac-
-ter.  Others, then poor and  trembling on
sthe verge of min, ave to day safe and rich.
How is it with you? We do not ask with
- reference to the treasure that moth and rust
can corrupt and thieves can steal ; we speak
of those things that make a man “rich to-
- wards God.”

Tow much stronger is your faith?  Iow
much weaker all your evil passions?  Have
you heen more suceessful than ever in prov-
ing before the Church and the world that

. the graces which sustain and adorn the
christian character, flourish in you ?

Iow often have you spoken a good word

. for Christand his cause 7 Have yon attend-
ed with greater regularity and earnestness
all the means.of grace?  Have you read the

. Scriptures with more diligence and  with

- deeper fervency of prayer ?

Have you heen: faithful, honourable, libe-
ral, in all your dealings with the “ body of
Christ,” which is his Church? You were
not content with doing notking for her; b

have you done what you could Ly word and
deed ?

How many friends have you made for Je-
sus 5 and how often have you sacriliced self
for his sahe? Ile gave Bimself for the
Church; can you give yourself to kim and
his cause?

Having exmmnined ourselves, having ¢ ta-
ken stockh™ of our eharacter and of our deeds,
let us then ask, What, ean I do so that I
may be a more profitable servant this year
than 1 have been duving the last?  What
can I do for Christ and his Chureh in order
to manifest my loving obedience?  First
give yourself more fully to Christ, and then
place all that you possess at his disposal.—
He is a generous Masteg, and he knows
well how to reward those who male sacri-
fices for him. The man that gives a cupof
cold water to a disciple for the sake of Christ
shall not lose his reward ¢

Beware of the awfel mistake of thinking
yourselfrich, when, in truth, you are very
poor.  Be not deceived; those who keep
their treasures here for selfish purposes when
the Masrer has need of them, shall have
sorrow at last.

Y
One Lorcign IMissions.

LETTERS FROM ANEITEUM.

The following letters have been received
from the Rev. Mr. Geddie :

Letter to Rev. P. G. McGregor.

AxuiTeuy, July, 22n¢d, 1862,

My Duan Broruur,—I do not write
at present heeause I have anything of in-
portance to comumunicate, but I know from
the interest yon take in this Mission, that
an oceasional letter will he always aceept-
able to you.  You will he glad to hearthat
the various members of the Mission enjoy
a moderate share of good health. In the
midst of all our troubles, we enjoy many
mercies, for which we desive to thank God

You have probably heard before this time
of the death of Mrs. Matheson.  She died
rejoicing in her Saviour, whom it was her
deliglt to serve whileshe lived.  Ierdeath
has heena serious lossto the Mission  She
was very devoted to the work, had a hetter
knowledge of the Tana language than any
other member of the Mission, and enjoyed
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much influence among the natives where
she resided,  Her position was a very try-
ing one, living wnong heathen pu;plc,:\ml
her husband in delicare health, bat she
vielded without a murmar to circamstances
which she could not eontrol. She now vests
from her labowrs; and knows no move trou-
ble in the presence of her Saviour.

I have norhing new fo mention about our
Labours on this izland.  ‘The work advances
I hope in the vight direetion,  “T'he exeite-
ment on the ~uh|c(t of christianity is now
less than formerly, but more enfichtened
and \\'hnh-smm:. L do not think that ever
the Mission was inamore satisfactory state.
The novelty of the change which chyisti-
anity has cilected, has now ina great mea-
sure passed away, but there has heen no
falling oli' on the vart of the natives. 'The
ordinanees of r~h wion e well artended,
and many of the people are growing in
kuowledge, and I trase some of them in
wrace ahso.

The natives ave busy at present in build-
ing aschool and dwelling house for children.
It was originadly desiened for orphans, but
it will not hl,umlim-d o them.  “LTheschool
will be nander Mos. Jolnston’s charge, who
is doing much good zmong the vising géne-
ration. . As we do not wish the school to he
expensive to the Mission, the scholars will
e required fo work, and we hope that they
will he able to mise most of their own food,
bl it will devolve on us to clothe them.—
"The fuinre prospects of the iskmd depend
muchon the character of the children, who
are to take the places of their fathers, and
itis aur wish to bring as many of them as
possible under divect christian inflnence,

Qur farest aceounis from the islands oc-
cnpied by o mative teachers, are favoura-
ble.  God appears to bless their humble ef-
forts in Biz own waork,  Asfar ag we ean
mdw-, Missivnarvies might now  settle on
Fate, Futann or Niua with safety, and
prospeetsofusefulness.  Ttehecred usmach
10 hear timt the Synod has sauctioned the
of more Missionaries, and thatmen
eIy 1o he fonnd \\‘x‘lmﬂ' to come. 1
trust dmt e Board ul Foreizen Missi
may be diviaely diveeted ju their chaice.

I her o thank you for your kindness to
our dear ekifdven.  The sy ithy shown
to them i Nova Seotin has been very grate-

SpOTE

ful 10 thoivr mother and myself, and lielps to
veeonaiie us (o our \('p:\mlum from them.
Our ouly tear is that it me 1y be i mmrmns to
them.  When vou haveany opportunity of

b(:\‘ul" l!u-m. ¥ hope you ‘will talk frecly
with tiem, as von would to vour owa chii-
dren, [t \\ul “he agreat. satisfaction 10 us
to hear that they ave doine well, and abhove
all that they are seeking the one thing need-
fui. We commend them to God, and it is
‘our hope aned prayer that they may remem-
ber their Greator in the days of thcn",outh.

We havetaken steps to resume the Hrro-
mangan Mission.  ‘The ““ John Knox™ con-
veyed to that istand, a few weeks agzo, four
of the mutives who eame here last yeae.—
They were well received by their country-
men, and did not anticipate any  hostility
from them,  They will he followed in afew
months by teachers from this islind.  And
it is probable that Mr. Copeland will take
up hig abode on Erromanga when My, In-
wlis returns. L trust that God will bless
this new effort to fntroduce the aospel to
that darl: island.  We have not the s:ne
favourable openingon Erromanga now that
we had five years ago, but T have little
doubit that the gospel witt triwmph at last.

(¢ will add greaily to the safety and sue-
cess of our f\’i«iov, iff we cet the vessel we
have applied for, A considerable amount
will be raised in Now Zealand and Ausira-
lia for her purchase and sapport. ‘The
Preshyterians in the neighbowring Colonies
take T deep inferest in this Mission, and
show « disposition to aid us. We are en-
deavouring to draw thewm into the Mission-
ary work, and 1 hope that the time is com-
ing when they will have Missionaries of
their own on these isl: s, The objection
10 a Foyeign Mission in these Colon'es is
the want of men, not the want of means.

1t is pleasing to hear that the union works
so well. It appears to be el and not for-
mal, mcmlv May harmony and love ever
pre cail in the warited Ilod\. 1eis when we
five in peace with each other that we may
expect the God of peace to d\\cll \\nh us.

Mrs. Geddie unit 5 and
christian love to Mrs. .\lc(ncg(n .uul your-
self. Wonld you please to vemember me
to Mr. and Mrs. Hunter, Messres. Rohsml,
Jumes, and other friends,  Mav God bless
and prosper you in person, inmlv and con-
gregation. A letter trom vou is alwaysen-
couraging and weleome to us.  Remember
our Mission at a throne of grace.

Ever yours, &c.,

J. GEDDIE.
tev. . Gl MeGregor.

Letter to Rev. G. Patterson.
Axerreey, Joly 2ist, 1862,

My Dear Birother—Your Kingd leiter of
date Nov. 12th, l“bl, cane to hand, for
which I beg w0 thank yon.

% wmo% % % %

As regads yourself, vou have it in your
power as the \Ulhh of our € Chureh, to do
much forthe Missionary canse.  The views
expressed in your oc sastonal editorials, are
snlm-mh.x\!vm\ ownon the subject of \h«z-
i I would never wish to sce Forcign
ovateld at the expense of the
cluims ut holm,. The truest friends of the
Forcign Mizsion cause will be the warmest:
advocates for home institutions.
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e I regret to see that the Turkish Mission
has been suspended.  Ifthat Mission is not
resumed, Itrust that God may open a door
clsewhere. I should rejoice to see our
Church oceupy another portion of the Mis-
sion ficld besides the New Hebrides,  This
Mission would sufler little by the extension
of your operations to some other pavt of the
heathen world.  The interest which & new
Mission would exeitein the Churel, would
bring out to a great extoent the means ne-
cessary for ity support. 1 could give rea-
sons why T think two Missions wonld be
better than one, but 1 must forbear at pre-
sent. I shall long for the day when we
aball have a Mission inTurkey, or India, or
China, as well as on these distant isles of
the sca.

You must not be unduly discouraged by
the davk events that have befallen this Mjs-
sion. Few Missions have been more fa-
voured by God, and as few have been more
severely tried. Qur cousolation is that
*“the Lord reigneth,” and that he doeth
all things well. Our trials were ueeded or
they would not have been sent. I trast
that the result of all may be God’s glory
and the furtherance of his canse. I Lelieve
that the cause will not eventnally sutter by
the sad evenis which have taken place.

Our latest accounts from the islands on
which the teachers reside, are favourable.—
We have a erveat field before us in this
group. It would require 50 Missionaries
at least to oveupy it. The Chureh should
not delay sending Missionaries until we can
xeport good openings for them. Tt is a po-
sitive disadvantage to those who come here
not to know romething of the anxieties,
dangers and trials encountered in opening
up new islands. It is not probable that we
and our fiends in Scotland will he able to
occupy these jslands within & reasonable
time, and therefore we are using our endea-
vours to interest the Preshyterians of Aus-
tralia and New Zealand in the New 1ebri-
des Mission.  There is reason to hope that
something will he done by them.  'The great
want in these Colonies is men, not means.

Our Mission vessel, if we get her, will
enable us to carry on onrlabours with more
safety and suecess thanat present. . A luge
amount has beenised in the neizhbouring
Colonies for her purchase. M. Paton isin
A;xstmli:» at present collecting for the ves-
sel.

I beg to thauk you for the periodieals you
haveso kindly sent at diffevent times.. 'They
are very aceeptable indeed, as we reccive
but little periodical literature heve.  The
uncertainty of wetting papers and magazines
discourages us from ordering them. ™ T am
glad to say that we have received cleven
numbers of the Zlome and Foreiqn Record
forlast year.  We havemails from Sydney
about two or three times in the year.

Mr. Johmston wasa very excellent young
man, and T have no doubt but a brief me-
moir of him, such as you propose, will do
wood. 1lis death was a serious loss to the
Mission. It is men of his stamp that we
want for the Mission field.

Mrs. Johnston is making herself very use-
ful in the department of education. She
intends to @0 home by the veturn of the
John Williams. My, Matheson is very de-
licate.  ‘The death of his wife has been s
serions trial to him. e is at Mave at pre-
sent, where he has gone to spend a few
months.

Mrs. Geddic joins in kind regards and
christian love to Mrs. arterson and your-
self. Our dear children, Jielen and Alex-
ander, are well.  May God bless you and
vours,  Remember our Mission at o throne
of grace.  We now sow in tears, but we
shall reap in joy.

Ever yours, &e.,
J. GeppIE.

Rev. G. Patterson.

Rev. Mr. Parox writing to the Rev.
John Kay, Castle Douglas, under date Sep-
tember 23rd, 1862, says :—

The first week wasspent in teavelling, ar
ranging for meetings, and forming local
committees connected with our new mission
ship, and since that I have preached six
times, addressed twenty-six public meetings
—thirty-two services in whole; and to be
able to do this I had to travel about 30 miles
on foot, and 340 on mail coaches, &e., hut
as the roads are very good here, travelling
is casy.  Our meetings have atl heen well
attended ; at five different mectings, we had
abont 2000 persons present ; the prayers of
many of God’s childven are drawn forth, se-
versd Doreas Societies have been formed,
and a deep interest has been manifested in
our work and mission. I have only had
one .L10 donation for the ship, but the col-
lections made at owr meetings have realised
the handsome sum of :£220 ; and as Lknow
of about £50 having been got by coliecting
cards, 1 hope the children will raise at least
one hundred pounds more.

I have been kindly received by all the
churches visited, and feel thankful to many
Clristian fricuds for their sympathy and li-
herality, which, considering the depressed
state of the colony, has been very ereat 10
our caunse; and, if the vessel v
they promise to give us many missi
aud oiher supplics for our mission,

You
will perhaps see by the papers seut, that I
ofiended the Hobart Town whalers, and the
police had to be instrueted 1o prevent me
from receiving personal abuse from them,
and a few of the leading pions gentlemen
of the placehad to come and accompany me
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to and from some of the mcetings, as abody
guard; but their presence was suflicient to
prevent an attack, and Lo give the more in-
portance to our wission. As the public
were all satisfied, I paid no attention to
“what they said in the papers about me and
my work, till, at a public mecting in
Launceston, L finally disposed of it to the
satisfaction  of all friends, and apparently,
the silencing of all encmies. It has given
our mission great publicity here, and made
us very many friends.

Letter {from NMr. Copeland.

The 2. P. Magazine for December, con-
tains & note from Mr. Copeland, dated the
15th Aug.,—nearly 2 month later than My,
Geddie’s letter. Al the missionaries were
then well.  The Jokn Williams was expect-
ed shortly, on ker way to Sydney. The
following letter is of much older date, but
it is so interesting that we give it entire :—

Axeireum, Npw Hmnm)ns,}
Marvch 28th, 1862, !

Rev. and Dear Sir,—Some time ago [en-
deavoured to give you some iden of an
Aunciteum sehool. I come now to speak of
our meetings for the public worship of God,
for the commuuication of religious instrue-
tion, the celebration of baptisin and the
Lord’s Supper, &e., & Lhere are two
days in the week on which the natives as-
semble in their places of worship—W cdnes-
nesday and Sabbath. And first, of our
Wednesday meetings.  About mid-afier-
noon there is a class for candidates for bap-
tisin and church mewbership.  The object
of it is to ascertain their fitness for the posi-
tion to which they aspire in point of know-
ledge, and 10 know wherher their daity walk
and couversation are such as become the
members of Christ’s visible chureh, By
their meeting as o separate class, they are
known by the chureiv members and elders,
and any improper conduet on their part is
certaiit to he reported.  In the class, after
the wsual preliminary exercises of praise
and prayer, & portion of Seripture is vead
by the candidaie, and then questions are
put as to its weaning.  Somctimes the na-
tive Catechism is made the agis of the ques-
tions. At this meeting the church members
are expected to he present, so that they may
e adding to their previous kuowledge.—
“The nnber attending this candidate’s class
varies from 20 to perkaps 60, Some at-
tend it for years before being admitted to
the chureh, others again pass out afier be-
ing init but ashovttime. ~ At the haif-yemr-
ly communions, more or fewer, according
to their apparent fitness, pass into the list
of church members.  Of cowse, it is only

at the two mission stations that this class
exists.  Persons of different ages and of all
ranks are 1o be found in it, the old and the
comparatively young, the high and the low,
the rich and the poor.  ‘There scems to he
a desire on the part of the natives generally
to be in church. It is regarded as a dis-
tinction, and may be sought afier by some
not from pure motives alone. 1 have said
that questions are put to the natives on the
portion of Seriptuve read.  1find, however,
that questioning them s dull work, and that
few things give one so low an opinion of
the natives as this particular exercise, whe-
ther in this class or in other meetings. It
must be admitied that their reading is sadly
mechanieal, much more so than any one i3
apt to suppose till expericuee has taughs
him.  T'he words pass hefore theireyes, and
are uttered by their lips, but leave very lit-
tle trace on thememory.  ‘Thisdepartmens
of our efforts to instruct them, viz., the pute
ting of questions, is not relished by them.
They have to be taught to 7hink, and then
they are so bashful and timid, and atraid of
giving 0 wrong answer, that they keep si-
lenee sometimes, not from ignovance, but
from awkwardness and fear.

Immediately at the close of the candi-
dates’ meeting, one for the public gencral-
ly beging.  This we call the weekly or Wed-
nesday Prayer-meeting,  After praise and
prayer, a portion of Scripture is read, and
afew practical remarks made upon it, or
else some one of the clders, or deacons, or
church-members, is ealled on to address his
brethren.  As yon know, we have to cm-
ploy the natives to conduct public worship,
Fhis we do partly from neeessity. Wo
have several places where the people mees
on Wednesdays and Sabbaths, to whichthe
missionaries cannot personally go.  Weem-
ploy them to speak publicly, that we may
hear them occasionaily, and learn from them
the idioms of the language, and adopt their
wodes of addressing theiv brethven and their
illustrations, so far as we may think them
ood.  Of these thus ealled on, some are
tolerable speakers. They discuss fluently
and rapidly, bat make few wmovements in
their bodies and hands.  There is not much
freshness or ovder about their addresses, nor
are they textual.  One clause or verse sel-
dom aftords them muchmaterial.  Someof
them Iving forward very apt illustrations
now and then, which concentrate 2l cyes
on the speaker. They s2em to have little
idea of sitting down to prepare a discourse,
henee what is uppermost is produced first,
and so of the underlying strata of ideas.—
A great many can engage very sensibly in
prayer, that could not make a speech.—
Practice gives them a facility in the former
that, they bave not acquired in the latter.—
One thing I have noticed, and that is, that
when called on to speak or engage in pray-
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er, they are not so much put out as church
members would be at home, nor are the
young so shy to conduct family worship as
their equals in years are in Scotland.

It is at the close of the weekly prayer-
mecting that the marriages take place, due
notice having been given on the previous
Sabbath. The ceremony is not a protract-
ed one. TIIaving joined hands, the man pro-
mises hefore God and the people assembled
to take his only wife,—to take eare
of her, and not to forsake her, and to treat
her well every day, and to do nothing bad
to her. I'he woman promises before God
and the assembled people to abide with

her hushand, to take care of him,
and not to forsake him, and to act well to-
wards him at all times, and @o nothing bad
to him.

After a few admonitions as to their du-
ties in their new relationship, prayer is of-
fered, a hymn sung, and the benediction
pronounced. Thereafter, thenew man and
wife are recognised by their relatiois and
acyuaintances by the shaking of hands.—
Generally speaking, the natives take the afs
fair of marriage very coolly. It isnot such
a great event to them as it is to the inhabi-
tants of more civilised countries where hus-
band and wife are much more mutually de-
pendent.  Geunerally, they (the man and
wife) find their way separately to their com-
mon home. Since May last I have joined
about sixty couples. Only two out of all
these females had not been wives previous-
ly. During my residence here I have mar-
ried three males and six females @ second
time.  They think nothing of heing married
half-a-dozen oftimes, as they were constant-
1y on the move in the days of heathenism..
1}1,1 the list of marriages kept on this side of
the island I find that seven white men have
been joined tonative females.  Ihad a hand
inone of these, and was called to account
for it by some of my brethren. I need not
give you the pros and cons. Since the
measles, we have had a great many mar-
riages, caused by the rupture of the nuptial
bond. For two or thrce Wednesdays we
may have nonc, and then a bateh of three
or four.

The attendance on the Wednesday pray-
er-mceeting is smaller than on Sabbath.—
Sometimes we have not more than a third.
The hour of meeting finds many of the na-
tives in the midst of some picce of work ;
the attendance of those at a distance inter-
feres with the-preparation of the evening
meal; while the absence of many ean only
be accounted for on the ground of indiffer-
ence. Tor several years this meeting was
held on Friday. I have heard that the at-
tendance then was almost equal to that on
Sabbath. Tn the Japse of time the novelty

has passed off, and things are finding their
level.—With best wishes, 1 am, yours; &e.
Jos. COPELAND.
Rev. John Kay, Castle-Douglas.

PR ST ey Y Al
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Other Rligsions,

MADAGASGAR.

The progress of Protestant Missions o
Madagascar, is one of the most remarkable
facts in the history of the Church of Christ
during the past year. Never was a door
more iuvitingly open, and the British
Churches seem to have entered with zeal
and alacrity. Mapacascanr lias heen em-
phatically an “Isle of Martyrs,” and itnow
bids fair to become an ““ Isle of Saints.”—
Some of our readers may have met the fol-
lowing facts and letters already in other
journals, but they seem to us so important
that we cannot overlook them in the Re-
cord :—

The Directors of the L.ondon Missionary
Society are about to make an appeal to
which we anticipate an eager response from
Christians of every denomination.  Mr. Bl-
lis asks for .£10,000 to build spacious places
of worship on the spots conseernted by the
martyrdoms and tortures of the native con-
verts.  The King with gladness appropri-
ated the sites ; he and his Christian people
will do what they ean towards raising the
required buildings; but it is to England
that the missionaries must look for the prin-
cipal part of the money. Mr. Ellis writes,
under date Augnst 23 :—

“Their most pressing wantat the present
moment is places of worship. I did notex-
poet such large congregations—g800, 1000,
1500 mect every Lord’s day ; lut, hoping
that the increase of their numbers would'
render churches necessary, and  believing
that the Christians of Madagascar would
cever cherish the memory of those who from
among them had joined ¢ the noble army of”
martyrs,” Isent to the King inJannary last
to ask him to reserve the places on which,,
during the last twenty-six years, the mar-
tyrs ‘had suffered, as sites for memorial
churches, which should not only be conge-
crated to the worship and service of that
blessed God and Saviour for.love of whom
they had died, but should serve also to per-
petuate throngh future times the memory
of their constancy and faith.  T'he proposal
pleased the King and the nobles, and great-
Iy encouraged the Christians.  Orders were -
immediately given that the picces of land:
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should he reserved for that special purpose,
and his Majesty has, since my arrival, as-
surcd me that the ground shall be used for
no other purpose, and shall be given to us
wheuever we requive it. L have repeatedly
visited the places, in company with those
who had witnessed the martyrs’ death, or
the near relatives of those who suffored.—
T'he Pishop of Mawritins accompanied me
to these spots while he was here, and was
forcibly struck with theiv vemarkable appro-
pri:uclicss to the purpose for whichitis pro-
posed they should be ocenpied, providing
admirably for theaccommodation of thein-
habitants of the principal portions of the
<ity.

& Ambohipotsy {White village, so called
from the colour of the rocky ground), the
place where the first martyrs suffered, com-
prises the remains of an old fortification,
and is situated on the southern extremity of
thie erest of the hill on which Antananarivo
stands.  ‘T'he foot of a cross, on which the
Christiang, as well as ordinary malefactors
were ericitied, remains; and the trangverse
piece of wood, to which their hands were
nailed, lies on the ground atalittle distance
while avound the spot on which the Chtis-
tians knelt before the executioner’s spear,
bones, blanched by the sun and rain, still
fie seattered.  The King is building a house
not fur from the place ; other dwellings ave
rising in that quarter; and but for my ear-
1y application, the site for the church would
have heen already oceupied.  The Kingin-
formed me, the last time I spoke with him
an the subjeet, that he would assist in build-
ing the chureh there, and he spoke in a
manner from which Linferved that he would
attend it himself.

“ Avapimarinana (the place of haling
down or casting away), the granite preci-
pice, 150 feet high, down which eighteen
were thrown in the second great persecution,
is the second spot. It is situated on the
western side of the hill, near the centre of
the city, almost a mile from Ambohipotsy,
not far from the Palace and the residences
of many of the natives. The ground here
is occupied, but the King has taken mea-
sures for its being vacated whenever we re-
quire it, on our paying the price of the ex-
isting buildings, ete.

‘“'The next place, Faravohitra (the last
village), is a spot ou the crest of the hill,
near its northern extremity, in the midst of
a densce (]})opnlation, including a large num-
ber of Christinns, and near an ancient bu-
rial-place, covered with rude and massive
memorials of the departed. On this spot,
in the sight of the whole city, the four no-
bles were hurnt alive, and the bodies of
<ighteen thrown from the rock were also
<consumed.  When I visited the place in
company with the Bishop of Mauritins, we
stood and gazed on the prisons in the dis-

taene, in which the sufferers had been con-
fined, on the place where their sentences
were read over to them, and where, as they
sat together on the ground, bound with
chains and encircled hy soldiers, they sang
their hymn of praise to Christ.  We passed
ap the road along which, surrounded by an
excited erowd, they raised their voices in
wayer that God would remember them.—
Ve stood by theside of the spot—the place
itself we fegt to be holy ground—on which,
when fastened to the stake, they sang—

4 There i3 a blessed land,
Making most happy;
Never (thence) shall rest depart,
Nor cause of sorrow cowme.”

“Qur companions, most of whom had
been spectators on that eventful day, and
one the brother of a martyr, pointed out
where the soldiers and the heatlien stood
around and cricd, ¢ Where is Jehovah now ?
Why does He not come and take younway 7
To which, from the midst of the flames, the
martyrs answered, ¢ Jehovahis heve; Heis
taking us to a better place.”  Our compa-
nions also showed us the part of the road,
a little distant, on which the relatives and
associates of the Christians stood, waving
their last adieus to their rejoicing friends,
who smiled, and lifted up as far as they
could their scorched hands, or burning frag-
meuts of' dvess, to return the salutation. In
perfect accordancee with this account is the
spivit and feeling manifested by survivors
when recounting  their sufferings. I have
sometimes sat as if enchained to the lips of
the venerable widow or sister of a martyr,
as she has recounted with simple pathos the
suffering she has endured; and have been
overcome with wonder and admirvation at
the marvellous power of'“ the love of Christ
shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy
Ghost given unto them.” ‘T'he Christians
especially rejoice in the proposal to raise, as
a perpetnal memorial of these events, a
church consecrated to the worship of the
martyr’s God and Saviour.

“ Ambalinakanga. The next’ place on
which the Christians propose to raise a tem-
ple for the service of God, is situated mid-
way hetween the last two. It has been the
seene of much hope and disappointment,
suflering and joy. Ifere the fivst Christian
Church was formed, and the communion
celebrated, in May 1831, when the natives
of Madagascar fivst united with the mission-
aries in commemorating the dying love of
Christ.  After the persecution broke out in
1836, this house of prayer was turned into
a prison, in which, mingled with wretched
criminals, the Christiuu%s were confined.—
This chapel was a prison when I was here
in 1856. King Radama restored it to its
original use, and a_most attentive congre-
gation of about cight hundred people ocen-
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py it every Lord’s-day. The people have
almost us strongr au attachment to this scene
of their distress and sorrow, as the spots on
which their companions :\Ltu.lll\' dicd. The
site is admirable; being in the midst of a
larze population, on a sortof rocky terrace,
with building matevials at hatd,  Here, also
it is proposed to raise a church.

“ At Fiaduna, the spot where, during the
Inst persecation, in 1857, twealy-one were
stoned to death, it is also proposed to crect
a small village (-huuh, s sort of append-
age to Ambo! iipotsy, from which it is not
distant. “Lhree at Teast of these buildings
should be of stone, if' all ehnnot be of that
material; they should not be ornamented or
showy, bt pL\m solid, lasting fabries, cor-
r(,spondmw in their ~r\'lc and character with
the purpose for whic i\ they ave raised, and
eapable of containing eight hundred or o
thousand persons cace b So faras I can
Jjudge. the cost of these buildings could not
be less than £10,000.” .

Y

THE BISHOP OF MAURITIUS IN BMADA-
GASCAR,

T'he Record says :—From the extracts of
a letter from the Rev. William Ellis, which
appeared in the Record of the 14th inst., it
will have been observed that the Bishop of
Mauritius was then in the island, and in
friendiy communicarion with the nmmbcrs
of the London Soviety's Mission. Some
commuuications, written by the Right Rev.
Prelate, and giving his impressions of the
scenes which he witnessed in that isle of
mariyrs, will have special interest to omr
readers  Thetivst is aletter from the Bish-
op to Mr. Ellis, written in the capital of
Ring Radama 11,

ANTANANARIVO, August 18, 1862.

My Drear Mr. Erris,—Ido not liketo
leave Antananarivo without sending you
the expression of my hearty thanks for all
the kind attention you haveshown me dur-
ing my stay here, “and of my cordial sym-
p.tthv “with the work which you are donvr
in the name of the Lord. What § have
seen of many members of your congrega-
tions has made me very thankiul for the
success given to the teaching and preaching
of the Word of Life, and Tave seldom, if
ever, witnessed a more interesting spectacle
Lhun the large congregation to “hom you
introduced me yesterday after you had mi-
nistered to them yourself, Ipray that much
blessing may rest on you and all your fel-
Tow-labourers 5, amd on all our brethren in
Churist here, and T trust the way will soon
be open for us to work in other parts of the
island. I feel it to be 2 matter of carnest
thankfulness that the King isso favourably
disposed towards yon, and that you have a
Protestant service at which his Majesty re-

gularly attends.  May God bless you~Be-
licve me always, yours very truly,
Vixcent W. MauriTivS.

Sinee his return to Mauritius, the Bishop
has wriiten wore fully to the Seeretary of
the London Missionary Society.

Pour Louis, Qct. 6th, 1862.

My Dran Sig,—Isend by this mail a
packet given towme by Me. Ellis on the 18th
of August at Antananarivo. You will
doubtless find in it an aceount of my con-
versations with him onthe momentous sub-
jeet of the Evangelization of Madagascur.
“I'he two  volumes which you I\m(llv gave
me in 1835, in the name of the Dircctors of
the London Missionary Society, have been
one of several means for cherishing and
strengthening my desires to help in that
aveat work ; and T am thankful 1o tind, by
aletter received from Mr. awhing smce
my retrn, that he had communieated with
you on t.lu, matter, and had veceived so en-
couraging a reply.  Mr. Ellis is cleavly in
a position of the utmost importance at Au-
tananarivo, and Le stated  without reserve
his conviction that the missionary stadl'sent
on that service can oceapy that centsal licld.
My plan, thercfore, is to work for oceupy-
ing places on the u).x»t, and having vainly
attempted to get a transltion of our litur-
«y here, 1 thou"ht of ashing Mr. Baker to
come to Mauritius and aup(-rmtuul that
work, for which he ix so well titted by his
knowledee of the language, and at thesame
time lie might superintend their printing
also.  Our morning and evening prayers
would be our chief want.

It wonld r¢joice the Directors and friends
of the London Missionary Society greatly
to witness the reverence and aftection with
which the names of their former mission-
aries are wentioned by the people. I nmst
not, for time does not allow it, enlarge upon
such matiers, but 1 hope portions of my
Jjournal bes umn on them will veach you,

On \und.u the 24th of Aungust; 1 met
some of your missionaries at x\mp wsimbe,
where we were resting for the day, and af-
ter onr litany and a Mals auasy serviee con-
ducted by the interpreter, 1 réad (o theman
account of my visit to the four spots where
thc martyrs had suficred. It was a solemn

asion.  Farther down we met the other
rln‘cc all were well and ingood spirits, with
tho L\u-ptnon of Mr. Toy, \\ho was suffer-
ing on Sunday from a boil, but on Monday
he was better.

It would have given me much pleasure
to have conferred with YOu pors sonally, and
to bave told vou of Mr. Ellis’s work “nd of
his kindness to me, but there is so much
work here for me in French and English
just now that 1 cannot leave.

T trust we shall sl feel the unspwkqble
importance of sceking that grace and bless-
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ing which alone can prevail to bring men
out of durkness and viee to the light and
purity of the Gospel of Christ. Nothing
but nctual contact with heathen darkness
can make oue appreciate the energy of the
former which brings men ontof' it.—Belies ¢
me, &
Vivesnt W. Mavuiriys.,

Rev. Dr. Tidman.

It will he observed that the Bishop speaks
of establishing a Churchof Englaud Mission
for places on the const of theisland. We
have yeason to believe that there is a pros-
peet of this plan being carvied juto eflect
ander the auspices of the Chreh Mission-
ary Society.

PERSEGUTION IN AFRICA.

Madagascar is not the only centre of in-
teveet in Avricn. The following letter
shows what Christians among the Bavo-
tongs, a tribe of Central Afvicans, can en-
duve for the faith :—

“Jt is now move than ayear since Mont-
gioe, the chief, assumed an attitude of open
hostility towards his Christica subjects.—
Matters were hastened by the ununsually
Large number of young people who, under
religions impression, ceased to take an in-
terest in those suhjects which engage the
atrention of the young in a heathen town.
When these inquivers were ahout to be en-
rolled in classes, and thus take up aposition
as ‘hathu ba lehukw’ (people ofthe Word),
the chief resolvert to prevent their doiug so.
is decision was that they must first observe
the usual custom of their forefathers, and
especially that they must join in the reed-
danee, aud that afeerwards they might ¢ join
the Word of God.”  Moleme and the disci-
ples were opposed to this course as oue
which virtually obliged them to serve two
masters—a thing which, they said, God’s
Word told thein no one could do. T need
not tell you what would be the result of re-
sistance to the will of the chief in snch o
town as Montsioe’s : the consequent pisos,
accusations, defences, and general lond talk-
ing in public; the funily strifes, the up-
braidiugs, the asseverations, in private.—
All this was enacted among the Bavolong,
when the young people resisted the will of
their king, and broke off from the customs
of their forefathers.

“The next eaunse of offence was the refu-
sal of the Christian young men and inqui-
rers to go to the hunt (lechulo) as usnal.—
‘This was followed by another ¢ evime,’ their
refusal to join in digging the ‘garden of
rain,’ tsimo eca pula. 'This is, as you are
aware, a heathen ceremony, and those who
take part in it ave of course abettors of rain
making. Moleme and Jan, with the other
believers and inquirers, refusing to join in

digging this ‘garden of rain,” requested

that, if the king wished a test of their loy-

alty he should appoint them another field,

which they would he quiie willing to digat

bis command. ‘Do not accuse us of dis-

obedience ¥ saidthey to thechief; ¢ vouare
still our father, and 1 all things helonging

to your kingdom we ave still your most
willing subjects; only concerning our old

custons and the Word of God, we have be-
lieved the latter, have ‘“entered into the
Word,” and therefore may not join in the-
dark deeds of our torefathers, who had not

the knowledge which we possess.’

“ Badtled in these endeavours, Montsie
had recourse to another plan.  In the ab-
senee of the two chief men among the ve-
lievers, he gave out the order that on the
following Sabbath there should beno meet-
ing in the little chapel—all were to join in
the usual singing and danecing by moonlight.
In spite of the chief, the belicvers met as
usual, led on and encouraged by two wo-
men, whose names 1 forget, but who cer-

ainly acted in o manner worthy of their
Christinnity.  Finding that his command
was unheeded, the chief resolved to scatter
the little company by terrifying the females,
who he knew animated the rest.  Accord-
ingly, while one of the male members of'the
church was engaged in prayer, Montsioe
appeared at the chapel door, a naked 15uro-
pean sword in hand; the services were in-
terrupted, and doubtless many were terifi-
ed.  Montsioe ordered the worshippers im-
mediately to disperse ; but he was answered
by one of the two women, that they were
doing nothing but what was required of
them as ‘ people of God’s Word,” and that
they shonld just go on with the service.—
Then followed what must have struck ter-
ror into many hearts, and what. was meant
to terrify all. The chicef, in a great rage,
indignant at being opposed to the face by
women, threatened the most dreadful things
if they did not at ouce leave the place. '
believe he ultimately suceeeded in clenring
the chapel; but he was utterly foiled, ne-
vertheless, in his endeavourto put a stop to
the regular meetings tor worship, which
were taking place up to the time of my vi-
sit.

“But perhaps the most interesting part
of this account remains to be told. Mont-
sioc has a danghter, not more than twenty
years of age, who is muarried to a seriouns
thinking young man, and who herself is a
believer.  After it had occurred to the chicf
to crush Christianity nong his people, he
felt of course that hemust ¢ begin at home.”
Accordingly he forbade his daughter to at-
tend the public worship. e was obeyed
in this; but the heads of the chureh endea-
voured to make up to her what loss she
might sustain by her obedience to this cruel
command, by regularly sending one of their
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number to read portions of Seripture which
had been vead in the meeting, and to men-
tion something of” what had heen said.—
Montsioe finding this out, and learning that
she continned to sing and to pray in private,
separated her from her hushand, and remov-
ed her to his own house.  She was forhid-
den to vead or pray, or, inshort, fo be a
Christian,  The young dizciple evaded pmt
of this injunction by carrving about with
her her Sechuana hymn-book, which she
read in her seeret devotions,  This being
discovered, she fwas ordered to dofl’ her
European clothing, and to veturin to heathen
attive, which it was supposed would afford
her no means of seereting books abont her
person.  However, she was not to he Iafiled,
but, with the assistance ot the old women,
countrived a place by which she still carries
about with her the Sechuana hymn hook,
She pays stolen visits to old Moleme, who
encourages her to hold fast her confidence,
and who, in giving me this account of her,
said, ¢ I fear not for her; the Spirit of God
is strong within her.  Being forbidden the
company of” Christians, she” could only ve-
main a few minutes in my company.  Tam
not sure that she was allowed to attend the
preaching, which was in the court and not
in the chapel.

“Were [ 1o enter into all the interesting
details of the condition of this people, I
should have to write a longer letter than
time will permit of. T shall just add, that
my visit 1o the Barolong has cheeved
my heart asa missionavy, and especially en-
courages me 1o hope and believe that the
Bechuanas—known to the world chiefly in
connexion with their filth and laziness—
may verin many cases, as in the present,
Joree themselves mto favourable notice on
account of their steadfast, simple faith in
the gospel.  Tepeeially gratifying will itbe
to our Weslevan brethven to hear, as it is
to us to publish, that their labours among
the Barolong are yet beaving precious fruit,
although the field iz at present without the
oversight of a Buropean missionary.

THE MISSIONS OF THE AMERICAN BOARD.

The Seeretavies, in their “ Annual Sur-
vey” of the seversl m ay @ “Noless
than fifteen mission cight males and
seven females, have deceased.  Several of
these persons died in the latter part of the
year 1861, but the intelligence did not reach
the Missionary Ilouse in season to be notic-
ed in the  Survey’ of that year.  Meigs, of
Ceylon ; Bridgman, of China; Dwight, of
Constantinople; and Breath, of Oroomiah,
were fathers in their respective missions,
whose lahors, counsels, and prayers had long
been of great value; and Shipman, of the
Sundwich Islands; Jewett, Coffing, and
Meriam, of Turkey—cut down, two of them

by the hand of violence, in the prime of
wanhood—were most worthily following in
the steps of those older brethren.  The fe-
males also who have fallen—Miss Farrar, of
the Mahratta mission ; Mrs. MeKinney and
Mis. Ireland, amoug the Zulus; Mhs.
Andrews, of  Sandwieh  Islands; s,
Doane, of Micronesin g M. PPowers, of
Central, and Mrs, Meviam, of Western 'ur-
key—~were among those whose names will
long be held in affectionate and grateful re-
membranee. To this list may be added the
names of at least three individuals vecently
comneeted with  missions of the Boawd,

though not so comiceted at the time of their
decease—>Mr.  Dunmore, from  Western

Twrkey ; Mr. Rice, of the Sandwich Is-
lands; and Mrs. Willey of the former Che-
rokee mission.

“Within the year—the larzer part of
them: within the kst three months—seven-
teen new laborers have been sent
and twelve, after visits more or less pro-
teacted to the United States, have departed
for their vespeetive ficlds.  Two others, in-
deed, Dr.aud Mrs. Jewert, =ailed but were
arrested at Liverpool by the death of the
former.

“ Looking at the whole ficld of our mis-
sionary operations abroad, perhaps about
the usual degree of proxperity and encou-
ragement has been granted ; andin the home
~department of thie work, it will not soon he
forgotten, as furnishing oceasion for fervent
thanksgiving, thar, notwithstanding  the
continuance and growing magnitude of the
strugale with vebediion, the Lovd has gra-
ciousty inclined the hearts of his people still
to vemember his own canse, and has so or-
dered various  circimstances, that while no
disustrous curtaibments  have been  forced
upon the missions, the treasury of the Board
has heen even in great measwre relieved from
the degree of indebtedness which existed at
the commemeement of the year.  While,
thevefore, deaths abroad, as well as deaths
at home, admonish us to weill while the
day lasts, remembering how soon the night
cometh, the continued tokens of Gud's pro-
vidential care over this work, and the cheer-
ful readiness to go forward in it which has
heen manifested by his people, and was spe-
cially exhibited in the great gathering at the
Board’s annual meceting in Springficld, may
well Jead ns again to “review the year with
gratitude, and look forward to the future
with confiding hope.”

BAPTIST MISSICNS IN BURMAH.

A Baptist missionary writing from Bur-
mah to the New York Clronicle, gives the
following statistics of the missions in that
great field, which has heen so signally bless-
cd of God. They are as follows < .

Burman, 11 Ci’xurchcs and 600 members ;
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Sean Waren, 250 Churches and 15,000 mem-
bers; Pwo Kuaren, 31 Churches and 1,063
members 3 Behai Karen, 78 Churches and
2,189 members ; total, 370 Churches, with
18,852 mecers.

A NEW MiSSION IN GHINA.

Several of the missionaries of the Preshy-
terian Board in China having heen compell-
ed, on account of the state of their health,
to spend a part of theiv time in o more salu-
hrious Novthern provinee of Shantung, the
Board has established a mision there to be
adled the Shantung Mission, to be compos-
ed of Rev. Messs. Nevins, Gayley, Mills,
Green, and Dr, MeCartee. "There is an en-
couraging opening for issionary  labor
there.  “They have already received precions
tokens of the Saviour's presence, and six
mtive converts have been welcomed to the
Church as the carly fruits of the mission.

Soresly it A R
[l i

dlows of the Gl

p—

The Mission Schooner.

The contract for the building of the Mis-
sion Schooner has been taken by J. M.
Carmichael, Tsq., of New Glasgow. She
is to be built of the best materials and in the
best manner, according to the rules of
Tloyd’s for first class vessels, and indeed in
some  respeets superior to them,  The
present contract is for the hull, spars, and
hoats, and the price is to be £12 10s. per
ton register.  ‘This witl make the cost £1250
if she should be of 100 tons.  T'he question
of enlarging her to 120 tons has been enter-
mined, and the decision of the wisdom of
this is now in the hands of practical men.
Should this be agreed om, the cost will be
£1500. This is exclusive of the rigging,
anchors, ete,, so that when fully cquiped
she will probably cost about .£200 currency,
or about .€1600 sterling.  Xrom Mr. Car-
michacel’s character and  standing as a
builder, the church may depend on having
a vessel inall respects the best that the
country can produce.

The Sabbath Schools and the
Schooner.
On New Yraw’s Dax the three Sab-
bath Schools in this city met and gave in
their collections for the Mission Schooner.

The Poplar Grove Children collected the
very handsome sum of .£85 ; The Chalmers
Chureh Children, .£35 ; and the North End
Children :€16.  Since that day a small ad-
ditional sum has been given in also,

"T'his refleets the highest credit on the city
children, and we trust that their example
will be followed all over the Church.

I'lhe Sharon Church Sabbath School, Ta-
tamagouche, raised on the same day the
amount of $46.

Home Missions.

Our Tlome Missionaries at present in the
field are few and widely seattered, M.
William Stewart is in Clyde and Barring-
ton, Preshytery of alitax 3 My, Willian
Sinclair is at Mount Stuart, Prince Edward
Island ; Messrs. McGilIi\'mS' and Trarqubiar-
son are within the hounds of the Picton
Preshytery 3 Mr. Isaac McKay, is under the
Cape Breton Preshytery ; Mr. MceQuarry,
Student, is also latowring as Catechist in
Prince Bdward Jsland ; Mr. Robert Grant
labours at Westchester.

At this time last year our staft of Iome
Missionaries was much larger: but the de-
crease is most satisfactory—arising as it has
done from the following setilements which
have bueen effeeted in 1862:—Rev. IL D,
Stecle, at West Cornwallis; Rev. D. S.
Gordon, at Amnapolis; Rev. A P. Miller,
French River; Rev. DL MceKinnon, Parrs-
boro; Rev. Mr. Frame, at Lot 16, 1. E. Is-
land ; Bev, Mr. Falconer, Charlottetown ;
Rev. Allan McLean, Dundas ; Rev. James
Waddell, Sheet Iarbor and Tangicr; Rev.
. MeMillan, Muwray Harber; Rev. K
Graut, Merigomish; ten congregations per-
manently supplied during the year.  This is
the aim, or at least one main object, of our
Tlome Mission work—to nourish stationsin-
to regularly organized and seif sustaining
congregations. ‘W believe that ffee of the
places atove-named were never before fa-
voured with a settled ministry.

At the close of the present College Ses-
sion, several valuable additions will be made
to our Home Mission staff’; and we trust
that the Church will not be embarassed in
her operations by lack of funds. There are
many extensive districts of these Provinces
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where labonrers in the Gospe! are greatly
needed, but where there is no prospect of set-
tling a minister immediately. Our only
means for overtaking such ficlds is by our
Home Missions.

‘The Map.

‘We nced not call the attention of our
readers to the elegant Map of the New 1Te-
brides, which accompanies the present No.
of the Record.  We trust that it will be fie-
quently referred to in connection with our
Foreign Missions. Lot it be shewn and ex-
plained to the children in every household,
till all become familiar with the relative po-
sitions and distances of the “ Nrw Henrr-
DES.”

Donations.

Several of our Ministers acknowledge do-
nation visits, Christmas gifts, and so forth.
The young men ot St. David’s Church, St,
John, presented Rev. N, McKay with a
purse of $113.

The young men of Parmshoro gave the
Rev. D. MceKinnon a pair of superior Buf-
falo Robes,

Friends at Providence Mills made 2 hand-
some present to Rev. J. Waddell,

The Presbyterians of West Cornwallis
presented Rev. IL D. Steele with money
and money’s worth to the amount of $73.

The Gulf Skore scction of his congrega-
tion presented Rev. John Muuro, Wallace,
with nearly $30, to aid in buying a sct of
harness.

Rev. John McLeod's Bible Class, (New-
port) presented him with Scott’s Commen-
taries—>5 vols., quarto.

Pastoral Letter.
The Presbytery of Prinee Edward Island
has issued a very spirited and viaely Pasto-
ral Letter on the subject of Popery.

Tea Meeting and Bazaar,

The Preaching Station in the North End
of this city was opened on the second Sab-
bath of December.  Professor King preach-
cd in the forenoon, and Professor McKnight
in the evening,  Service has been regularly
held there since that thne. A Dazaar was

held on the 23rd ult., and a Tea Meetingin
the eveniug for the purpose of raising funds.

Abstract of Statistical Tables,

We publish this month an claborate
abstract of the Statistical Tables issued in
our last number.  We wish to call the atten-
tion of all our readers, but especially of
Ministers and clders, to this abstract. It is
extremely unsatistactory, and furnishes
nothing like an nceurate account of the state
of the Church. The Clerk of Synod
pointed out many of the deficiencies and
errors of the tables in our last.  We need
not now refer to any in particular ; they will
oceur to any reader. Our object in call-
ing special attention to them is that they
may be obviated in future.

Our Statistics should be full and precise.
Returns should come from every congrega-
tion, and cvery fact should be stated as
plainly as possible. Any rveturn is better
than 2o return.

The present year will be favorable for
securing full returns from all parts of the
Church.  Most of our important vacancies
have been supplied, and more than half a
year will have clapsed before the meeting of
Synod. ‘The imperfection of returns arises
mainly from leaving the filling up of the
Schedules till too late—till the meeting of
Synod or even still later. Now we have to
suggest most respectfully, and urgently to
recommend, that the work be commeneed
early this year, so that it may be well done,
and the end be secured which the Church
has in view.

We know well how our ministers are
overburdened with work, and we would not
willingly add to their burdens ; but we have
all the same interest in this object ; it is for
the henefit of all, and if the work is com-
menced in good time no one will feel it
much.

Every congregation in the Church should
be able to see what is the position of cvery
other congregation, and what amount of
work has been accomplished in the year;
now the simplest and best way of securing
this end is to have our Statistical Tables
complete. Let us then make an effort !
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Presbytery of Pictou.

The Preshytery of Pictonmet in Knox’s
Church on the 9th December.  'The princi-
pal business hefore the court was the dispo-

sal of a eall from the congregation of Strath-
Akll)vn in the Preshytery Tof . B Ist and, to
the Rev Alex Rossof Pictou.  Papers Irav-
ing been vead, it appeaved that no persons
were present 1o represent the congregation
of Strathalbyn, or the Preshytery of P, .
Island, nu:hu‘ had any doumlun.u\ plead-
ings been scut or reasous of translation. My
John F. Logan, Blder, and R. P. Grant
Lsq., appeared from the congregation of
Kuox's Church, earnestly opposing  Mr
Ross’s removal.  They referred to the trials
of the congregation previous to his settle-
ment mmong them, and the success which
had attended his labowrs among them.
They stated that sinee he became their | pas-
tor the congregation had steadily inereased
in nmbers—that they had finished their
chureh inside, and were preparing to com-
plete the ontside by crecting a splu—tlmt
they expected this vear to incredse his sti-
pend twenty per cent—that not only had
Mr Ross heen very cordially called lmt that
now there was not one individual in the
congrregation disaflected to him—that it was
betieved that a work of grace wis going on
through the (0"“‘0,‘:1\“()“ which his vemo-
val would infes upt—and  that from his
quadifications for preaching both in Gaclie
and English, it would be c\ncmch difticult
1o supply his place were he removed.

Mr Ross being called on, stated that he
had never in any way heen consulted as to
this call. 11ad e pavtics songht cither di-
reetly or indiveetly to know his mind, he
would have discouraged them from t:\kin_«:
any steps in the matier. Siunce they had
resolved to proceed, he could only allow the
call to take its uwul.n' comse.  He had en-
deavoured 1o lay aside all personal feeling
in the case, and he wished to leave the
whole matierin the hands of the Presbvtery.

Members of Preshytery then L\]no“cd
their views,  They were unanimous in de-
claving their sympathy for the congregation
of Strathalbyn which had given upa yvoung,
carnest and energeiic minister for the ser-
vice of the chuveh hut that they were decided-
Iy against translating Mr Ross fiom his pre-
sent el e,

Mr Ross then stated that he not only ac-
quicseed in the decision of his brethren, hat
that it was entively in accordance with his
own feelings.

The call was accordingly Iaid aside.

A letter was vead from the Rev A, W.
MeKay now astending some of the cla
of the Edinburzh University, requesting a
Preshyterial certificate. “I'he elerk was in-
structed to furnish him with the same.

Supply of preaching having been appoint-

%

cd for the various vacancics and stations
within thei: bounds,the Presbytery adjourn-
ed.

The Preshytery agreed to meet for Pres-
byterial visitation at “West River Church on
Tuesday, 20th January, Rev. K. J. ‘Grant
to preach, and in the Central Church, on
the followi ing day the RevdJolm Stewart to
preach.

Presbytery of P. BE. Island.

This Preshytery met in the Tree Church
of this City on Wednesday, the 26th ulr,
In consequence of thestate “of the roads and
the inclement weather, the attendance of
wembers was limited.  There were present
the Revds A, Munro, G. Sutherland, W,
Ross, and A Faleoner, withMyr (:mdon, el
der, from Cascumpee.

The Rev William Ross withdvew his de-
mission in compliance with the earnest ve-
quest of the Preshytery, and in response to
the united and special efforts of his congre-
gation.

"The reports of missionary lahovs of Rev
TI MeMillan and J. D, MeGilliveay were
vead, approved, and ordered to be transmic-
ted.

The Preshytery .c~ol\’cd to apply for the
services of lev 1. McKay, of Cape Breton,
and Rev W, Stewart, of the Presbytery of
Halifax.

One thousand copices of the Pastoral Let-
ter on Popery, were ordered to be pullishied
without delay, in a pamphlet form, and dis-
tributed over the country.

My Mumve veported that he had modera-
ted in a eall to Murray H.nlvmu, that the
call was nnanimons, and in favor of Rev
1L MeMillw.,  The call s sustained.
The Clerk was instructed by Mr MeMillan
to intimate hisaceeptance of the eall, should
the Preshytery sustain it,  The ]'wslmc.v
accordingly appointed Mr MeMillan’s in-
duction 10 take place at the South Side,
Murray Harkor, on the 17th December, Mr
MeNeill to preach and preside, Mr Munro
to address the people, and Mr McTLean of
Dundas, the minister; the edict to beserved
on Sabbzsth the 30 Novewber.

My Sinclair wasappointed for three Sab-
bLaths in December to Lot 14, and for the
three next to New London Novth and Sum-
merficld, and theveafter till the meeting of
P x«h\'tu ¥y to West 8t Peters.

The Preshytery adjouined, to meet for
the induction of Mr MeMillan, at Murray
Tarbour South, on the 17¢h Dee., and for
weneral lmxmccs on the last Wednesday of
J‘unmn, 1863, in Queen Square Chureh,
Charlottctown, at 12 o’clock noon.—Com.
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Contribution from St, David's
Church Sabbath School, St.
John, N. B.

Among the acknowledgements i this
month’s Record will be found the sum of
fourteen dollars and {ifty cents from the Sab-
bath School in councetion with St. David’s
Church, St. John, N. B.  The following
Address was sent wich the contribution ; and
the Rev. N, MceKay, inan accompanying
note, says, “ The address is the production
of a little &ivl, avd is cent as she wrote it—
One dollar was sent to us from New York,
by a puson onee connceted with the
school :"—

To e Cunpeex or e SannaTi
SCHOOLS IN CONNECTION WITH THE
Pressyrrriay Cnonen or rur Low-
ER ProviNces.

St. Jokn, N. B., December 5th, 1862,

Dear Fricies—

Some time ago we received eards from our
teachers 1o collect for missionary purposes,
and we sueceeded in wmising the sum of
$14.50, when a meeting was Theld to consi-
der how to ispose of it —and we could come
to no conciusion until we were told of your
building a missionary se I-uuncr, when we at
onee decided 1o send our mite o help you in
your grand work.  We all feel very much
mtcx(uslod in your undertaking, for if it suc-
ceeds, there is no doubt Lt that it wiil prove
:x "w:nt B! w10 those good men, who of-

et leave their wives and dear litdle ones, to

"o to distant lands to vy to bring the poor
savages 1o Jesns. We are &m\- that the
missionary who is obliged o seek shelter, it
may be from those who in their bhndm‘w
thirst for hiz blood, will put. up heart. felt
pravers to Gad Lis Tather for those dear
children who have been the instruments in
providing him with such an asylum. We

should strive to show our gratitude to le

who has placed us in 2 chiistian land with

Godly pasenis, hy doing all in owr powerto

proy ide means b which those poor children

1 far off kuds miay be hrought to enjo

those many ]m\ﬂc"cs which we enjc

Hoping that we naay be zble at some future

time to send vou 2 farger mmount.

We Temain, yows,
Tur CrLvxis or St Davin's (.uu: CH..

.

A IManse.

The congregation of Bass River, New
Brunswiek, have provided a neat and com-
fortable Manse for their Pastor, the Rev.
James Fowler.  They did this in comse of
onc year, and when times were hard.  They

are by ny weans a rich congregation. Who
will follow their example?  Where will the
next Manse built or purchased?

e
Aeligious Intehigenee.

Cardross Case.

It appears that My, M‘Millan is determin-
ed to have another ivial of this once famous
caze.  Ile summons twenty-seven elders and
ministers of the General Assembly of 1858,
The summons is of great length and is for
the most part & mere xuapnnl.mon of the
terms of the former one ; but the charge of
malice, which was immul\' mnmu\ has
heen introduced.  The Free Church js now
called into court, not as a clineeh or rel
ous hmly but as an .\'«om.\mm; the ex
ing G cncml Assembly is called as well as
the Assembly of 1858, by whom the pursuer
was denosed and malice is alledged agnainst
the (Iof'unkh in respeet that they acted
against their huru kuowledsze of their own
Laws, and i deliberate viotation thercof.—
The pursuer claims selatium and damages to
the amount of .£10,000, on the pround that
he has Licen wrongously and unjustly depriv-
ed of his income of .£208 a year, and left, in
his old age and after . ministry of above
thirty years duration, with no means of a
livelihood, with his character blasted, and
Lis peace of mind destroyed.

Spread of Romanism.

That Romanism is spreading both in Eng-
Tand and Scotland can admit of no doubt.
The fact is clear from the amentations of
tie Protestant press and Protestant platform
orators 3 from the Loasting of Roman Ca-
tlolies ; and from the puhh(- records of the
multiplication of chapels with crowded con-
eregations.  Tow is this progress created ?
Not by controversial sermons, or public
meetings telling of proselytizing dm\ws but
by the coustant, quicet, and noiscless domi-
ciliary \i\ii.uion of monks and nung, under
the diveetion of the priests, with subtile con-
verse and plausible tracts.

Sccession of Italian Priests.

A gentleman, just returned from Rome,
states that the numnber of priests in Taly that
have lately seceded from the Roman Catho-
lic Churel isimmense.  The eause is chief-
Iy attvibuted to the f et that the Papal Go-
vermment has suspended from hiearing con-
ions aud other veligious riies, all prckt%
of liberal political principles—ZLondon Court
Journal.
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The Evangelical Mission Church
of Belgium.

-The FHome and

Tn the Annual Report recently published,
M. Anct gives the following resume of the
year'’s proexess of the Bvangelicnl Soviety :—

“Phe actual numberof o

ber increases, slowly, it is true, but witkout
interruption, 1t has now during a long
time heen given us to found every year a
new stagion ; and we

any real losses. Tt is true, that in 1859 the
little flock of Taintignics, having united it-
self to a Freneh congregation in the neigh-
bourkood, and heing in a condition to pro-
vide for its own edification, detsched itself’
from onr ceelesiastical hody 3 Lt it never-
theless exists as it previeusly did.  In ma-
ny places, there is 2 sensible inerease in the
number of the members af the elinrches, and
in that of the rewnlar attendants 3 in others
there is an inerease, but a seareely sensible
one; ina third clase, lastly, the Hlocks aud
the congreeations maintain ther previous
numbers. We have nowhere heen able to
attestany deerease : and thereis not.a church
or i station but comprises souls that kave
visibly passed from the davkness to the light,
and from the power of Satan unto God.
There have everywhere Leen some such kap-
py returns from death unto life, and in some
churches they have been numerous.  Nev-
erthicless, it the Spirit ceased to act in any
one church or station. towards engendering
faith and repentance, the gaps produced hy
death and migrations would not get filled
up, and a sensivle decline would immediate-
Iy be produced : we ave always in a state of
conllict, s cannot subsist or maintain owr
position otherwise than by conquests.”

ave ot experienced

.

The Gospel in Italy.

In Milan a greater number of people hear
the Gospel preached than inany other town
inltaly. Awmongiheoperative classes theve
is o strony disposition 0 hear the tratl, and
three able evange.ists labor suceessfully in
this quarter.  Lagomansino, late of Genoa,
and Tealdo,late of Bologna,preach alternate-
Iy, not only on the Sabbath, hut on every
weekaday, in two large halls, containing 450
and 250 jreoplerespectively.  Thev ave both
working men, with 1o special preparation
for the winistry, but naturally gifted wiih
cloquence, and weil acquainted with Chris-
tian truth and are supported by the Genevs
Socicty. Themectings e always crowded
tothedoor.  Elsewhere evangelistic services
are very unpunctually attended, but here the
worship begins with thestriking of the clock,
the hearers desivous of obtaining @ seat be-
ing in their places for five or ten minutes
previously.  The most gratifying circum-
stance to an on-iooker is that there is no
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controversy, and no preaching from mero
texts on the part of the evangelists, but the
setting forth of Christ and a constant ex-
pounding of the Word of God at their reu-
nions.  The hearers bring their Bibles to
chureh, and seareh for the passage referred
to in a most intellizent way, and a good
sile is made at the stalls for Bibles and re-
ligious books at the doors of the clapels.—
Correspondence of Evangelical Christendom.

Canada.

A new Preshyterian Church was opened
at Cobourg oun thie 21stof December. ‘Thres
services were held, Rev R, Bmms, D, D.,
presched in the morning, Rev. J. Laing,the
pastor, in theafterncon, and Rey Joln King
in the evening,  Alout one thousand per-
sons were present in the evering, Lighs
Bundred and twenty can be seated  with
comfort in the new edifice, which is built in
the early  Gothie style.  The Conade Ob-
server avs, “ A Inw suit has for more than
three vears been going on at thie instance of
the Old Kirk Preslytery, of Toronto, with
the view of the taking possession of the old
Chareh, built abont. 30 years ago, from the
seation, and thus dividing the people.
This effort has not been suceessful. They
are now quite independent of any annoyance
from this source.”

Denmark—The Grecenland Mission.
The chief fleld of the Danish Missionary
Society is Greenland.  Unkappily, the
Greenlanders have acquired a taste for seve-
ral European luxuries, especially cofive; and
heing like children as to the futwre, they se-
cure 1o provisions for that part of the year
when they we not to he obtained, and thus
they often vun the visk of stavvation.  In
this condition they vely for Lelp on the
Danes, and this contributes to make them
the more careless 3 yet their civilization goes
onward.  Municipalities have heen introduc-
ed in Greenland, aud Greenlanders now
learn, under the guidancee of the vern-
meit, to manage, to some extent, their own
inting-office has heen estab-

lished ag Gothaaly, and seveval Looks have
been printed, illustinted with weod engra-
vings exeented by the natives.  As to the
spiritual interests of Greenland, it has had,
for nearly twenty years, two seminaries,
where natives are edueated as  eatechists.
Now, when all the Greenlanders have been
haptized, there is a growing  wish amongst
the Danish friends of missions that they may
have native pastors, The eatechists already
perform most of the ministerial dutics.—
They conduct the daily services, morning
and evening ; they preach at the numnerous
out stations, they haptize the children, in-
struct the catechumens for confirmation,
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and speak at the funerals, But some of our
missionarics think that the time has not yet
come for ordaining the natives, who, they
sy, are too little inclined to be governed by
their countrymen, ete.  The Missionary So-
ciety has therefore requested the Govern-
ment to seud an able man to Greenland to
visit the missions, and_has deferred passing
any resolution as to the ordination of the
natives until this gentleman shall kave re-
turned and expressed his opinion on the
matter.—LEvangelical Christendom.

Japan—Protestant Prospects.

It is only akout three years since Protes-
tant missionaries cume to this country, and |
yet within that short period such a change 4
has already come over the people as augurs
well for the future history of Christian mis-
sions.  The missionaries upon their fivst. az- §
rival, and indeed, for some considerable
time after, found the Japanese alogether
unwilling to converse about Christianity.—
The subject wis no sooner broacled than,
with a tarificd appearance, they atat once
changed it for one less dangerous.  They

intimated that the subject was prokibited in |

Japan, and, by a significant drawing of the
hand across the throat, silently intimated
the punishment attending the infraction of
the Jaw. It is gratifying to find, Lowever,
that the Japanese no longer display any
signs of fear when religion is mentioned.—
Remarks are now made, and questions ask-
ed, with the greatest freedom, utterly as-
tounding to one who has read the edicets of
former times.  How it is that so great a
change has come abont in so short a time
may he accounted for from the fact that
Christianity is now bhetter understood.—
Lvangclical Christendom.

Syria.

Mr. Jessup wrote wrote from Beiny, in
Octoher : “ The latest news from Thons is,
that the good work is steadily advancing.
Indieations ave not wanting of the
presence of the Holy Spirit in some parts
of our field.  One of the members of the
Beirut church Las passed throngh a some-
what remarkable religious experience dur-
ing the Summer. . 7. Several young per-
sous from the Protestant commumity of
IIasheiya, residence in Beirnt, are now pass-
ing through wlhat appears to bie very deep
conviction of sin. I have rarely seen indi-
viduals so completely broken down by a
seuse of their utterly lost cliildren. . @
One of the students of Abeih Seminary has
reeently been converted ina somewhat. re-
markabic manner.  These evidences of the
Spirit’s presence cheer our hearts.”

State of Religion.

The question is often put;  What about
the progress of vital podliness in Italy 9
We feel our incompetence to answer.  The
number of Bibles cirenlated, and of Bible
readers, of evangelical preachiers and meet-
ings and adherents, of schools and school
childven, is jnereasing rapidly, and our per-
suasion is that the vital element is present
in the onward movement, amid much curio-
gity, hypocerisy, and formalism.  More than
this it would at present be rash to say, as
the intense excitement on political subjects
is hoth helping and hindering, in a enrious-
ly mixed manner, the cause of the Gospel.
Qur own conviction, o far as information
reaches us from vavious quarters, is that
sonls are heing enlightened aud converted in
ones and twos, here and there, while weare
cqually convinced that no great spiritunl
blessing from on high has vet descended on
poor Ttaly.  Tor this we long and pray, in
the hope that Gad is now seeretly preparing
the men of great faith and deep humility
and practical godliness who are to be used
as instruments when his time to favor Italy
has come.

Pather Chiniquy Again.

At the late mecting of the Preshytery of
Chicago, the Rev. Alexander F. Kemyp, from
the Canadian Preshyterian  Church, was
present as & corresponding member, and laid
a memorial upon the table, in reference to
the Rev. Chinquy, desiring that something
be done, cither to relieve and vestore his
standing in this Preshytery, or, if he still
desived it, enable them to reecive him and
his people under their care,  This, at least,
was the end contemplated by the memorial-
ists, if not specifically stated. A motion
was made to raise a committee to report at
the next stated necting ; but it was, after
discussion, laid on the table, and though af-
terwards taken up, action upon it was re-
fused.  T'he memorial itself was respeetful-
Jy answered, but any initiative_process for
the restoration ox relief of Mr. Chinigny de-
clined.

Sandwich Islands.

Weare grieved to record the loss by fire
of the lavge Seminary edifice at Lahainalu-
na.  The pupils that were boarding in the
huilding escaped with their lives, kut many
lost their clothes and books. The native
Chuistians have lost no time in making libe-
ral collections in their clurches for its recon-
struction.  Rev. S. B. Bishop, who has heen
the Ameriean Seamen’s Claplain at Lahai-
na, has been called 1o the Native Church at
Iana, on the same Iskwd, (Maui,) and has
aceepted the call.
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Society Islands.

The news from these Islands is very in-
tevesting,  Although under the Protectorate
of Franee, and exposed 1o the unceasing cf-
forts of Popish Missionaries, the native
Christians ar¢ more muncerods now  than
they were at the time of the seizure of the Is-
lands by the French Government almost
twenty years ago.  ln the Island of Taliti
there ave thnrv native pastors, sustained by
the French L.mommunt—ior there s in
these Tslands, asin Franee, « union of' Church
and State, A former Missionary ot the
London Missionary Society has an import-
ant supervision of the whole.  Upou the Ts-
Iand of Tihaa, one of the lee
Islands, is a schoot for the training of native
preachers, to which ten candidates were late-
Iy sent from Tahiti. The © week of Pray-
er” last January was well observed.

Wonderful has been the progress of Cluis-
tianity on Savage Islwd within the Tast tit-
teen vears. ‘Uhe Rev. Mr. Pratt, of the
London Missionary Society, kas uunder his
sapervision five chapels, one of which will
hotd 1000 people, and a class of fifteen young
men, who, he hopes, will one day be L‘J[J.lblb
assistant teachers.

Egypt.

The Mission of the United Preshyterian
Chureh of the U, States in the ¢ Land of the
Pharaohs’ meets with mueh encouragement,
Its school _at Caivo has 200 scholars, and
that at Alexandria 150, One of it R
sionavies sold cight thousand New Testa-
ments on a teur up the Nike.  The Rev.
Drs. Dales and Pressley, the former the Cor.
See’y. and the latter an important member
of the Board of Missions of that Church, are
at this time on their way to visit that Mis-
sion, as well as the Mission in Damaseus,
under that Board.

PROTESTANT EPISGOPAL CHURCH IN
LIBERIA,

We have read with great interest the ac-
count contained in The Spivit of” Missions
for August last of the orwanization of The
General Conzaration of te Protestant F Zpiscos
pdian Churcle in Liberie and pats “adja-
cent.”  "The convention which cffected this
oyganization was held in the month of April
at Cape Palmas.  There were presenton the
occasion the Rt. Rev. Bishop Payne, and
Rev. Messes. J. G, Auner, C. C. Hoffiman,
J. K. Wilcox, T. J. Thompson, G. W. Gib-
son, and Messrs. . Toomey and G. B.
G'\tus* inall six m:mstu.s and three lay-
men, representing nine stations and seven
churches.  ‘The session lasted several days,
A Constitution, consisting of nine avticl los,
was prepared by a committee, was diseussed,
and adopted. Also seven Canons. AStand-

vard group of

ing Committee was appointed, that adopted
a series of five rules for the regulation of its
proveedings and acts. The first meeting of
the Cieneral Convoeation is to be held in
‘I'rinity Church, Monrovia, in the month of
February, 1863, May the blessing of the
Great Head of the Cliureh vest on this inter-
eating branch on the shoves of Afviea, and
with the noble little Republic of Liberia 1—
We are sure every reauder will say, Amen?

ZULY MISSION.

This mission must he prospering; the
Rev. My, Linsley’s account of' it at the an-
nual meeting of the Ameriean Board ag
Springticld was exceedingly interesting.—
We are prieved fo report that that excellent
missionary received, just hefore his departure
for his work in Afn( a, intelligence of the
loss of his house, furniture, and hooks by
fire!  We helieve the Toss \\.\s"wttlv itnot
entirely, made good before he ldc, we sin-
cerely ‘trust it \v\s, at all events.

ABYSSIIA.

The Missionary Flad, from the Christiana

Testitution, near Basle, 9wmcrl.a\d, and his
coadjutors, "have been maeh blest : among the
Jews (Falaschas) some thivty of whom he
repor ts as beine prepared for bhaptism.—
“’Pwo of them,” he s “are old men of
SNty vears, with silver hair, and although
they are black, yet the peace and the l\md-
ness of God laughs out of their faces.”

oA
j/.

France.

ACTIVITY OF PROTESTANTS "ACKNOW-
LEDGED BY Parigrs—"The publishers of
the Nose 'Iwc, a Parisian journal, devoted to
the worship of Mary, make the following
admission :— The Protestants have disse.

minated more than two wiliionsof bacthooks
in the Chalons” camp, whereto the Catholie
chaplain conld oppose but twenty thousand
@o0d ones, and 10 get these he had to knock
at all the deors, to spend much money, and

often reccived after all books «c.mclv suita-
”

The Tondon correspondent of the
Steele also adinits the «m-.xt activity of
Bible-distributors at the Great Txhibition,
in the followine ill-unnored manner :—< 0,
this Bible! The Tvanaclical propaganda
takes every disguise in Ingland : itwatches
vou everywhere, passes through  vour key-
hole, conceals itself under your pillow, and
will even m: Ty you i ()'ll\' it can get in a
Bible! In 'romg' and conting, T tell yom, I
have veceived enough to Gl 2 hook-shelf.—
There is neither & concert, nor a hall, an ex-
hihition, nor & meeting, nor a Sabbath box-
ing between Papist and Mugenot in Hyde
Park, nor a paper of sugar plums, nor a
nosegay of flowers, hut a Bible is hidden
withinit! In Cornhill, there is & dentist
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who gathers teeth for nothing, so long as he
may give you a Bible into the bargain !

The German Reformed Messenger has the
following on the sttaistics of the German
Reformed Chureh @ “Synods, 2;  classes,
95 ; ministers, 421; congregations, 11223
members, 100,681 ; communed during the
year, 87,361 ; baptisms, 11,804 ; confirma-
tions, 5635 ; received on certificate, 1549
excommunicated, 151; dismissed, 468;
deaths, 4330 ; Sabbath-schools, 941.

eI Smet
Dortu,

HEAVEN.

BY BERNARD DE MORLAIN.
The holy city, new Jerusalem.—Rev. xxi. 2.
Brief ife is here owy portion,
Briet sorrow, short.lived care:
The life that ko« ws no ending,
The tearless life is there.
Aund now we fight the battle,
But theo shull wear the crown
Of tull and evertasting
And passionless renewn.

O happy retribution,
Ehort toil, eternal rest !
For mortels and for sinners
A mansion with the blest:
And peace, for war is neediess,
And calin, fos storm s past,
And goal from finished Inbour,
And archorage at last.

There Gud, my King and portion,
In tulness of His grace,
Shall we behold for ever,
Aund werghip face to face,
There all the halls of Zion
For ave shall be complete;
And in the Innd of beauty
All things of beauty meot.

For thee, O dear, dear country,

My ¢ eyes their vigils keep;
For very love, behelding

Thy happv nawe, they weep.
The weution of thy glory

Is unctiva to the breast,
And medicine in rickucss,

And love, and lifo, and rest.

O one, O only mansion,
0 paradise of joy,
Where tears are ever banished,
And smiles have no alloy !
Thy ageless walls are radiant
With precious stones unpriced;
Thy sawts build up its fabrie,
The curner-stone is Christ.
I know not, O, X know not,
What sucial joys are there,
‘What radiancy of glury,

What light beyond compare !
And when I fain would sing them,
My spiric fails and faints;
And vainly tries to image
The assembly of the saints,

They stand, those halls of Zion,
All Jubil nt with sung;

Andt hright with many ao angel,
Avd many a martyr throng;

The Prince 18 ever in them,
The light is aye serene;

The pastures of the blessed
Are decked in glorious sheen.

There is the throne of David,
And there, from toil released,
The shout of them that triumph,
The soug of them that feast;
And they, beneath their Leader,
Who conquered in the fight,
For ever and for ever
Are cino in robes of white.

Jerusalem, the glorious,
The joy of the clect,

0! dear and future vision
That eager hearts expect;

Ev'n now by faith I sce thee,
Ev'n now thy walls discorn;

To thee iy thoughts are kindled,
And strive und pant and yearn.

Thou hast no shore, fair ocean !
Thou bast no time, bright day !
Dear fourtain of refreshment
To pilgrims far uway !
0 laud that knows ns sorrow !
O state that fears no strife!
O princely buwers ! O land of flowers !
O realw and home of lifo !

PP
Siveside Leading.

PROVIDENTIAL RECOMPENSE.

The Rev. William Lawrence, of Mount
Zion, now in this country, has sent to us
the following notices, illustrative of the doe-
trine of providential recompense, as connect-
cd with the support and the extension of
the gospel. It may not be safe for us, in
the abscnce of inspired interpreters of the
ways of God—a privilege which the Old
Testament Church enjoyed—to say decided-
ly in regard to an event, ¢ That is the finger
of God;’ but as it is the duty of his people
to ‘mark the operations of his hands,’ and
as we believe the doctrine of recom-
pense, as explained in the Record for Oct,,
to Le taught in the Bible, weare persuaded
that though in this, asin many other things,
we ‘must walk by faith,” and not by sight,’
yet that of we observe carcfully the events
which happen to ourselves and to others, we
shall see coincidences, both in the way ot
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merey and of judgment, which are vcrv
striking, and which seem to be the obvious
doing of him wlio has said, ¢ There is that
umuuh and yet ineres 1<cth; and there is
that withholdeth more than i meet, and it
tendeth to poverty.’

The following are some of the cases re-
lating to the subjeet of providential recom-
pense which 1 mentioned 1o you the other
evening in Edinburgh, and which vou re-
qucsu.d me to be kind enonghto committo
writing, and place at your d!\poml —

A gool many years ago, oncofour agents
in Jamaica had been addressing a meeting
of our people on the duty and privilege of

our giving liberally and cheerfully of our
substance for the support and extension of
the gospel. At the close of his address, an
findividual stood up in the meeting and in-
quired if he might be permitted to say a few
words ; and then proceeded to mention the
case of a man, a member of a neighhouring
church, whom he had heard congratulating
himsclf on his being suspended from church
privileges, \pc(mll\ on the ground that he
would thereby be o\cl.lptcd for a time at
least, from thie troublesome visits of the dis-
trict collec tor, and be 12x. less ont of pocket
at the end of the vear, The catechist had
specially referred in his address to, and en-
deavoured to explode, the idea, that what
we_advance for religious purposes is lost,
and to shew that the w: ay to obtain the di-
vine blessing for ourselves and all that con-
cerns us, is o honor the Loxd with our sub-
stance. He knew that many sympathized
with the views of the party referred to above
on this subject; and, anxious to deepen the
impression .\l)p.lrcnt]v made by his own ad-
dress on some of his” heavers, he procceded
to mention the following striking case which
had fallen under his own uwm/.lmc H

I had once oceasion, he went on to say, to
expostulate with a member of the ¢hureh for
refusing to pay his church subscription, on
the mound that he was busy erecting a
dwelling house, and required all his rc*td\'
money for that purpose—promising at. the
same time, however, to pay all arrcars as
soon_after the buildin;: was completed as
possible. I reminded him of others who
had commenced to build houses with the
Lord’s money, and had found the experi-
ment rather expensive in the long run, and
exhorted him to heware lest he too should
incur the divine displeasure and find to his
cost that none could rob the Lord with im-
punity. e gave no heed to my expostu-
lation, and i in_conrse of time the house was
finished.  But other wants were now felt.
He found it inconvenient to walk so far to
chureh, and resolved to purchase a hovse and
saddle, which cost him about .£20. Of
course, as might have been expected in the
cxtcumst‘mtu., the claims of the church were

still neglected 3 and it was observed that he
now ‘)L;:ﬂll to absent himself pretty fre-
quently from the house of God. By and
by he quarrelled with his wife. She left
him, and went and lived with another man.
Early one morning he found his horse dead
in the paddock, or * small grass plot, where
he had tied it the previous cvening with a
long rope to a tree to prevent it from stray-
ing, and it had strangled itself during the
night ; and not long afrer he himself’ took
suddenly il at his work onc morning, and
died.  And not the least striking fact, con-
tinued the catechist, connected with this ro-
markable case is, that no decent person has
ever yet oceupied that house.  “I'he proprie-
tor fell into sin; so did his wife; and all
who have occupied it since their death have
lived in the ¢ ways of the land)

A few years ago, we found it necessary to
ereet a new vestry at Mount Zion.  Before
commencing operations, however, I was re-
quested by the managers to bring the mat-
ter before the congregation ; and in oxder to
stimulate their liberality, I veferred to, and
commented on, certain well known passages
of Scripture, hcwrm'r on this pomt; and
the result was, that a sum suflicient for the
purpose was soon subscribed.  But an in-
cident ocenrred in connection with the mat-
ter worthy of notice.  An adherent of the
church, who was supposed to be in rather
comfortable circumstances, was asked to
subseribe for the above object, but declined,
saying he was poor, and had nothing to
spare. The colleetor reminded him of what
1 had read to them out of the word of God
the other Sabbath on this subject—how God
had dealt with his people long ago for ne-
glecting his house—how he smote them with
l)l.\.stmw with mildew, and with hail in all
the labours of their hands—that the wages
they carned were put into bags with holes,
and the little they brought home did them
no good, for the Lord hlew upon it; and
then advised him to give 'x portion of the
money he had at home to the Lord, lest he
should blow upon it, aud he lose the whole.
He did not, however, believe in that sort of
thing, and went away laughing. But he
soon saw reason to change his tune; for, on
returning home one evening from his work
a few days after, he found to his dismay
that his housc had been broken into, and his
mongy all gone. Then it came out that,
notwithstanding his protestations to the con-
travy, he had had 2 goad deal of money con-
cealed in his house. . He must have felt the
loss all the more keenly, as he met with lit-
tle or no sympathy from the neighbours,who
said he richly deserved it all for his niggard-
liness, and deliberate attempt to deccive the
collector. A certain youth was suspected
of being concerned in the hurglary, but the
money wis never recovered, Sucl 2 strik-
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ing case did not fail to make a deep impres-
sion at the time. Some saw clearly the
hiand of God in the matter, others said it
was o strange coincidence.

Lot me merely refer to two cases of a dif-
ferent nature.  An aged female, a liberal
contributor to the funds of the church, had
onee a serious attack of sickness which con-
fined her to bed for several months.  Oue
day 1 called, and found her convalescent.
Shie offered me a pretty large sum of money,
saying it was hier church subseription. 1
suid there was no Lurrey about the mouey—
that sl would better keep it till she feit
stronger aud she could hand me the sub-
seription some other time.  But ¢ No,” she
said, ‘ take the money, minister. I have
cheerfully given it to the Lord, and 1 would
pot touch it for the world.  Besides, I nev-
or miss what I grant to the Lord, Heal-
ways makes it up to me some way or other.”

Another liberal contributor to the funds
of the cl:ureh once told me that he resolved,
goon after his conversion, to lay out a cer-
tain portion of lis income annually upon
the service of God, and that he kad always
adhered to that resolution ; “and God’ ke
said, ¢ s biessed me with a large measure
of world'y prosperity, and has never let me
wang any good thing:—U. P, Record.

TELEGRAPH OFFIGES.

There are places called telegraph offices,
where they lave some jars, and bottles, and
wires, and chemienls 5 and these they place
together in such a way as to make a sort of
trap in which they cateh lightning.,  Light
ning moves so swiftly, that, for a long time,
people thought it could not be aught.  Be-
sides, it went in such 2igzag cowses, and
had such o way of hiding itself in black
clouds, and only being visible at certain
times.  But, in spite of all this, a few years
ago a man invented a lightning trap ; and
they have these traps at all the telegraph
offices. Now, when they have caught some
lightning, they set it to work. Yor along
time it never seemed to do anything but set
houses on fire and make thunder ; but now
8t goes our messages.  And beeause it can go
so fast, and never stops on the road,we make
it deliver messages all over the country.  If
you were to go to a telegraph oflice, you
would sce some wires coming out of a win-
dow and passing on to & very high post.
From that they go to another post, and so
on. These wires are supported by the posts
till they get out of the city ; and so they go
on from one towu to another, till they pro-
cced thousands of miles.  Many of you have
seen the posts, and the wires resting upon
them. These wires are the roads upon which
our strauge crrand-boy—the lightning—tra-
vels, Well, when he is sent out of onc of-
fice, he makos straight for the office at the

other end of the wire to which the man sends
him, and delivers his message to some one
who is there waiting to receive it.

Now, childven, your hiearts scem to me to
be like telegraphoftices ; and all the feelings,
and thoughts, and actions which come out
of them, ave like thisstrange ereand-boy, the
lightning, But, youw will ask: where are
the wires that come ontof the window 7 and
where are the other oftices to which the wire
goes T My dear voung fiiend, the wires
which come out of your hearts arc unseen ;
but they do come eut, nevertheless, in count-
less numbers,—above, below, by the side,
and in front.—and they run all over the
world to ten thousand other oflices, carrying
all sorts of messages.  « cannot tell you a-
bout many of them, but I'lt tell you of one.

This unscen wire which Iam going to
tell about, comes out of your heartand goes
up through the air, beyond the clouds, be-
voud the stars, till it enters keaven ; and
there, at the other end of the wive, is o great
hook, and in it the messages ave always be-
ing written. Xt is the great book of judg-
ment. Itis sometimes called the ook of
Go’s remembrance,  Ivery little word
which you utter, every thought of your
heart, every deed of your life, flashes up
that wire and is written_in the book. DBut
perbaps you will say, < It matters not what
I write in that book, for nobody will read it.”
You are wrong.  Somepeople have a fancy
that the angels read it.  “T'hey want to know
what you are doing in the world ; and some-
times the pages are so black with bad tidings
of yon, that they almost drop tears upon
them,and they wonder why you do not make
the book better ; and they wait, day after
day, for the news that you have become
ong of Christ’s lambs,

You can send a message from your hears
up to Jesus the great Saviour as quick as
lightuing, praying him to blot out from that
hook all the bad things you havedone. He
can rvead the message you send, if it is only
a wish in your heart.  So donotdelay todo
this, for dcath may come, and then it will
he too late to send any message to Him,
Jesus Christ is now waiting (o hear from you.
Do not let him wait any ionger.  Only tell
Ilim that you want to b.: one of His lambs,
and He will send a kind answer back ; for
1Ie loves children, and wishes to bless then,
and make them happy for ever.

PIETY IN LOWLY LIFE,

The poor of this world arc often rich in
faith, and their contentment amid great pri-
vations, and gratitude for scauty favors,
teach good lessons to the refined in high cir-
¢les.  Some of the volumes relating to misg-
sionary labor among the London psor, which
has been republished by the Carters, record
instances of o serene faith not unworthy of
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a place with the saints of the Old and New
Testament.  In * The Link and the River”?
is found the following sketeh of & poor wi-
dow, visited by the Superintendent of o Bi-
ble Reading Society.

I found her in a back kitchen, which onee
was used for a wash house.  “L'he pavement
of the back yard enme nearly to the top of
the window, and so obscured the light that
I could at tivst see nothing but a speck of
fire in the corner of the room. A large bed-
stead fiitled the tiny place, so that it was
hardly possible to get in.  Igroped my way
towards the five, and when near enough to
hear the fecble tones of the inhabitant of
this dark abode, I only recognised her voice,
for L could not distinguish her features. She
was sadly beut from pain with rheumatism,
and had alko broncehitis, which hardly al-
lowed her to speak ; but I will give you the
substance of her answers to my questions,
spoken in short, interrupted sentences.

Tt is Miss ’s voice—I know it, oh,
how good God is! I have only the hit of
fire you sce in the grate, and Iwas just pray-
ing to him to send me help ; for yousee the
damp on the walle,”

I looked, and the walls were damp, and
in places wet to the touch, from the ground
nearly up to the ceiling. T asked her how
she lived.

“ They won’t allow me anything from the
house, because I'm not old enough, but they
will take me in; and I would go, as far as
1 am concerned, but what would become of
my three little children 2 The youngest de-
pends on me—he is only seven; the two
othershave each got alittle place 5 the little
girl (only nine) nurses a haby, and her mis-
tress likes her so much that she has taken
her into her house altogether, but I wash
and mend Lior bits of things every week.
And the little hoy is one to a green-grocer’s
to run errands, and they heard of my situa-
tion, and have givenme his meals:  So you
see I leap from joy to joy.”

“What do yon take,” Iasked, “for your
cough and pain in your chest?”

“T have not had anything today hut a
half-penny  worth of tea-leaves, and that
scems to sooth my cough and chest.”

Only a handful of fiving, saved from the
day before, and only one halfpenny to spend
for herself and little child, the whole of that
bitter cold winter day; and yet not one
murmar, but all thanksgiving to God for
all that he did, and exclaiming at the end,
<1 leap from joy to joy V> O, well might
I tearn & Jesson from this humble, bright
Christian!  Shall we, snrrounded with all
our comforts and luxuries, ever murmur or
complain?  As I watked home that after-
noon, I was humbled to think that, with all
my superior privileges and comtorts, T could
not feel such faith as this widow, hidden in
her damp, dark back kitchen, resting so

peacefully on her Saviour’s love that the
deepest poverty conld not shake her faith in
him.  I'was filled with joy to witness the
strength and rveality of vital veligion.  How
rejoiced I should he if all who do not know
what true Cluistinmity veally is could see
such a picture as that !

——

THE WAY TO HEAVEN,

A CONVERSATION IN A COTTAGE.

A clergyman was visiting an old couple
in o distant part of his pavish,  ‘I'he wife
wag poorly, and the old man had no work
to do that day ; so they were sitting together
by the fire. “T'he minister, after some con-
versation, opened the Bible at the 7th chap,
ter of Revelation,and read from the 9th verse-
beginning, “ After this I beheld, ang, lo, a
areat multitude,” down to the end of the

chapter.  Theold conplelistened with great
attention.  When he had doue, the minister

turned to the old man and said :

“That’s a beantiful passage,Master Hill.”’

“ Ay, sir, itis indeed.”

“I hope you ave lookingthat way with all
your heart, and your wife too.”

“I hope we are, sir, I'm sure, both of us,
It’s time we should.”

‘el me, whatis it you look to, to bring
you to that happy place?”

The old man seemed a little confused by
the guestion; but in a few moments he an-
swered :

“Well, sir, T must do as well as I can.”

“And do you think that will save you 2°

“X hope so, sir.  1don’t knowas I can
do any more:”

“TH tell you what, Master 1Iill,” said
the cleeyman, very solemnly, “you’ll never
get to heaven so. That was not the way
those happy people zot there of whom T
have been reading.  Yow'll never get there

The old man looked as if he saw he had
said something wrong, but he kuew not
how to mend his answer ; so the clergyman
said, “Let me read part of it again,” and
once more he read as follows; “ These are
they which came out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Tamb.”

“ There is nothing there,” continued he,
“about having done as well as they could
they did not get there so.”

“ No, sir, no.  Isceitbetternow. They
got there by the blood of the Lamb.  Itsays
they did.”

Yes by the blood of the Tamb, the Lamb
of Gad, sesus Christ.  They had washed
their robes, and made them wyite in the
blood of the Lamb ; thrrefore they were be-
fore the throne of God, safe and happy for-
ever. They bad lived on carth once as we
do, and had been sinuners like us.  But they
had repented of their sins,and gone to Clmisg
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for pardon. They had not looked to be
saved by doing as well as they could, or by
being no worse than others.  They had felt
themselves to be sinners, with no help and
no hope in themselves, and had fled to Jesns
to save them. 1'hey looked to be saved be-
cause Jasus had died for them, and on that
ground alone. ‘Thus they got to heaven.
T'hey never could have got thereinany other
way. ‘T'ry and yemember this 5 try, both
of you, never to forget, from this time, that
the way to heaven is to wash your robes
and make them white in the blood of the
Tamb—that is, go to Christ with all your
hearts, sceking pardon through his blood.
T'rensure this up in your Learts, It is the
happiest thing you can think of, that the
waty to heaven is through the blood of Christ
—that his blood has been shed for sinners,
and that you have but to wash and be ¢lean.
It is freely offered to you, ¢ without money
and without price.”  In all your thoughts,
in all your prayers, remember this, Cast
away all thought of being saved by your
own doings, and take Clnist for your all in
all. Now let us kneel down together.” And
they knelt down, and the minister prayed
that God would teach their hearts by his
Spirit, and cause them all te see and know
Christ, and bring them, through his precious
blood to he happy with him forever. And
50 he took his leave.

It was plain that no Gospel light had ever
before shone into that old man’s heart.  He
had never, up to that moment, scen the way
to salvation.  Yethe was constant et church
as far as age and distance wonld allow.  And
seldom-in that church was a scrmon preach-
¢d, in which salvation through Clrist was
not plainly sct forth, He was dark in the
midst of light.

It is to be feared that there are many such
—many who hear the Gospel for years, and
vet get ne light as to the way of salvation
—still dark, though living in midst of light,

Reader, perhaps youare dark too.  If'so,
look well at these blessed words,these words
of God ; and may they bring light to your
soul : ¢ T'hese ave they which come out of
areat tribulation, and have washed their
robes, and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb.  Therefore are they before the
throne of God.”

Here arc some, you see, safe and happy
forever; how did they veach that blessed
place?  They washed their robes,and made
tiem white in the blood of the Lamb. They
repented, they fled to Christ, they placed all
their hope on his precious blood that was
shed for sinners.  That is the way for you,
that is the way for me—the only way. Do
not talk about doing your hest, or doing no-
body any harm, or doing this, ov doing that.
Do not trust to your church going or your
chapel going. Al this will never, uever

save you. Trustsimply in the blood of Christ.
Think it not enough to hear of it, or even
to understand it.  Knowing the way will
not take you to heaven; you must walk in
the way. Understanding ahout the blood
of Christ will not save you ; you must seek
it for yourself. Pray that you may know
and feel this. Pray” that the IToly Spirit
nay be given you, to teach you. Come
now, with all your heart to Jesus Christ.
Pray that you may be made clean, forgiven,
reconciled, and aceepted in him ; and then
see, oh ! see what God has in storefor you :

“ "Therefore are they before the throne of
God and serve him day and night in his tem-
ple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall
dwell among them.  They shall hunger no
more, neither thivst any move ; neithershall
the sun light on them, nor any heat.  For
the Lamb whichis in the midst of the throne,
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto
living fountains of waters: and God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes.”

HOW KNOK AND LUTHER PRAYED.

During the troublous times of Scotland
when the popish court and aristocracy
avere arming themselves to suppress the Re-
formation in that land, and the cause of
Protestant Christianity was in cminent pe-
ril, late on a certain night, John Knox was
seen to leave his study, and to pass from the
house down into an enclosure to the rear of
it. He was followed by a friend ; when af-
ter a few moments of silence, his voice was
heard as if'in prayer. In another moment
the accents deepened into intelligible words,
and the carnest petition went up from his
struggling soul to heaven, « O Lord, give
me Scotland, or I dic!” Then a pause of
hushed stillness, when again the petition
hroke forth, “ O Loxd, give me Scotland,
or Idic?” Oncemore all was voiceless and
noiscless, when with a yet more intense pa-
thos, the thrice repeated intercession strug-
gled forth, “ O Lord, give me Scotland, or
Idie!” And God gave him Scotland, in
spite of Mary and her Cardinal Beaton; a
land and a Church of noble Christian loyal-
ty to Christ and his crown. How could it
be otherwise 2

So Luther, when Germany and the Re-
formation seemed to be lost, and human help
was none; this was the prayer which that
sccond Moses went and laid down at the foot
of the cternal throne.  ““ O God, Almighty
God everlasting ! how dreadful is this world?
behold how its mouth opens to swallow me
up, and how small is my faith in thee! If
I am to depend on any strength of the world,
all is over. The knellisstruck.  Sentence
is gone forth. O God! O God! O thou
my God ! help me against all the wisdom
of the world. ‘Thou shouldst do this. The
work is not miune, but thine. I have no
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O taithful und unchangeable God! I lean
uot on man. My God, my God, dost thou
not hear ¥ My God, art thou no louger
living ! Nay, thon canst not dic. Thou
dost not hide thyself.  ‘Chou hast chosenme
for this work. 1 know it. ‘Pherefore, O
God, accomplish thine own will.  Forsake
me not for the sake of thy well-beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, my defence, my buckler, and
my stronghold.”

But he had not done.  Onee more the
tide of emotion and importunity burst torth,
“ Lord, where art thou? My God, where
art thou? Come, L pray thee; Tam ready.
Behold me prepared to lay down iy life for
thy trath.  For the cause is holy. Itis
thine own. I will nog let thee go ;—no, nor

et for alleternity ! My soulisthine. Yes,

have thine own word to assure me of it.
My soul belongs to thee, and will abide with
thee forever. Amen! O God, send help !
Amen!

The history of the salvation and sanctifi-
cation of human souls hitherto i$ the history
of such praying as this, in spirit, if notin
these orany attered words.  Such holy ear-
nestness and familiavity never offends the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who thro’
him is the God of all grace and consolation.
—The Family Treasury.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS, &e.

Monies reccived by Treasurer from 20th
Nov. to 26th Dec., 1862:—

POR FOREIGN MISSIONS.
Mahon congregation, per J. Murray, £5
West River Congregation, per Rev
George Roddick,
Mrs Ruy, Pine Tree Gut, 1

TRELOGICAL SEMINARY.
Collection PrinceStreet Chureh, 3 9 6

Wu. Fruser, Scots Hill, per Ladies
Mission, 02 6

D3 O
o @

Mr Roperr Smiru, Truro, ackunowledges
receipt of 4 donativn of Five Pounds, frem
Isaae Logan, B:q., per Rev Wm, McCulluch,
for the Seminay; also, tie sum of Fivo
Pounds f-om the Ladies Reliet and Benefit
Rociety, Truro Village, for the berfit of Miss
Geddio, per Mrs McCulluch.

PROFBSSORIAL ENDOWMENT.

PRESBYTERIAN CUURCH OF THE LOWER PRO-
VINCES,

Recewed from the following :—
Miriam Morrison, St. Jawmes, Co. Char-

lotte, N. B,

Jaues I, Livveun, Treasurer.

The Rev. Jobn Stewart, acknowledges with
thanks, the receipt of $40 trom a ¢ Presby.
terinn,” Cournwallig, as 8 New Year's thank
offering for the Fureign Misssion Fund.

PATMENTS FOR IOME AND FOREIGN
RECORD.

The Publisher acknowledges receipt of the
following euws:

ON BACK VOLUMES.
A. IL Patterson Esq., Tatamasouche, $10.00

Rev W. I der, =t. stephen’s, N, B, 1.00
Mr Gavmn Bell, New Annan, 1.50
Puplar Grove Chureh, 3.50
Kev Alex. Cameren, 1.00
Jobn . Mceleod, P E. T, 8.00
Jumes Cousine, (Instructor 1860) 1.00
Geerge B. Juhnson, New Anuan, 4.00
Wuw. Harvie, Newport, 1.50
Hirum Smith, Newport, 4.00
Rev Jawmes Byers, Clitton, 3.50
1 ev deorge Christie, Yarmouth, 11.50
Mr o—— e Strathalbyn. P B. L, 4.75
Mr N. McKay. Prnincetown, P. B, I,  6.85
Rev W. Murray, Cornwallis, 10.00
Rev R. Srdgewick, Musquodoboit,  40.50
Rev Jucob MeLellan, Noel, 4,00
Rev George Patterson, 35.00
Mr. Adaw Logan, Pewbroke, 2.00

Revd. Jawes Fraser, Boularderie, C.B., 5.93

Revd. J. Stewart, New Gtasgow, 4.00
Mr. Jaunes McCallum, P. E. L., 5.00
My, Jumes Puttersun, Pictuu, 13.20
Mr. J. D. Murray, 0.50
POR 1863.
Mr A. McE. MoTntyre, P. E. 1., $0.50
MrJ D. McLeod, P. E. L, 050
Mr W, Adams, Macean, 0.50
Mrs MeLean, Halifux, 2.40

J. W, . Chi holm, E.q., Wallace River, 1.00

Mr John D. Tupper, Musquodoboit,  6.60
Mr J, M. McCurdy, (litton, 050
Mr N. Gordon, Newcastle, N. B, 2.00
Mr Authony Peppard, Londonderry, 2.50
Mr Jobn Corston, Broad Raver, 0.60
Mr D Gunr, Country Harbour, 1.20
Mr Cumming, 0.50
Mise Forrect, Halifax, 1.00
Rev W. Murray, Cornwallis, 5.00
Mr W Dunbsr, Lake Ainslie, 0.€0
Mr Alex. B1il}, Noel, 8.60
Mr Hiram Smith, Newport, 8.00
Rev. Jaus Fowler, Bass River, N.B,, 040
Rev. D. McKinuun, Parrsboro. 1.0
Adam Roy, Esq., Maitland, 500
Mzr. Sitnoen Fiaser, jr., Glenelg, 8.50
Mr. Jawes Patterson, Pictou, 22.80
Rev. T. 8, Crow, Maitland, 1.50



