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ON THE VALUE OF TIME.

Why stand you here all the day idle ? Matt. xx. 6.
‘Tuis is the question which our Lord in the gos-
Pel puts to all those, who neglect to work in his
Bervice during the short day of their mortal life :
Who sqander away their precious time in domng
Nothing to the purpose ; or in doing every thing,
but that, which it is their indispensable duty,
and main interest, to do.

There is nothing so unaccountable as the folly
°f mankind in mispending their time. Some paes
their whole life in idleness, useless to themsclves,
10 their country, and to their follow-creatures,.—
Others plunge into the hurry of business, and min-
Slein the bustle and tumult of human affairs.—

e seem born only to enjoy the fleeting plea-
Sures of this world; and by the variety of their
dMusements and pastimes study only to beguile
Care, and that tedious irksomeness of life, which
Nwaysg pursues them close at the beels, how fast
Soever they seek to fly before it. Others, while
:I‘e)' strive by their painful endeavours, to heap
°gether the perishable goods of this life, depy
hemselves the aecessary time to lay in proper sto-
%3 for the life to come.

hus Time seems a common enemy, whom all
TMen seem to have conspired to make away with.

eir whole life seems but one continued study

X OW to get rid of it : and those are always deemed
® most happy, who succeed best in contriving
oW to make it appear short ; who feel legst.of its
f'elg_ht, and who are least sensible of its duration,
o It frivolous amusements, or more serious oc-
a {’::Ons, are sweet and agreeable, only in as far
o Y seem to abridge their days and hours ; and
4 'l“ike them pass away so insensibly as scarcely
evey, Perceived till they are gone, and gone for
G T‘:‘e’ that precious depositum with which our
ngy ad entrusted us, is then become a heavy, an
‘“Ons?gom}ble burthen tous ! It is true, we would
"holll er it as the _greatest of misfortunes to be
camy Y deprived of it : but then when it is aurs, we
. treot support the tediousness of its duration. It is
3 ic“s‘"e, which we would for cver keep, but

El‘aw;;e are also impaticnt to waste and to squan-
W l,qe"eﬂheless it is on the right use of this time,
ur by We scem to value.so little at present, that
isq al{’l(’;{\ess for etenuty. depends.. ’Tnme t.hen
‘ons, . g8 the most precious : but it is precious

Yinas faras it is well empioyed, We must

then employ it well, in order to render it precious,
It shall therefore he my endeavour at present to
shew how great the value of time, if well employed,
may be ; in order to induce you to employ it well.
This shall be the whole subject of my discourse to
you on the present occasio:.

There are four considerations, whichif properly
attended to, must convince us of the exceeding
great value of time ; and these considerations de-
serve your utmost attention, Time is precious,
1°. Because it was purchased for us at an infinite
price. 2°. Because if well employed, the advan-
tages it produces are nothing less than infinite.—
3°. Because it is very uncertain as to ils duration:
and 4°. Because, when lost, it is irreparable.

19, The value of any thingis best known by the
price paid down for it, if the purchaser is too good
A judge to be overreached in the bargain. But
here, my dear Christians, the purchaser is God
himself, who cannot be deceived : and the price
paiddown for our time is nothihg less than the
sufferings and death of his only Son made man,—
For you must recollect that by the sin of our first
parents we had all of us forfeited our time. The
dreadful sentence passed upon ourfirst father Adam,
extended to all his posterity, I» what day socver
thou eatest the fruit of the tree, wherepf I have for-
bidden thee to eat, thow shalt die the death. Gen.
ii. Qur fate was inseparably linked with his. We
were to be his children, and consequently his heirs,
Had he never swerved from his duty, the kingdom
of heaven, the promised reward of his obedience,
was ours by inberitance. But as he fell by sin
from Lis bappy state, and incurred the divine dis-
pleasure, it was ours to share with him in the pun-
ishipent of bis trangression ; and this punishment
was death. By one man, says St. Paul, has sin
entered into the world, and by sin death. Rom.v.
12, Al our time was then at an epd. Orif we
had been suffered to make our appearance in this
world for a while, it were only to entail death,
and all its unhappy consequences on our wretched
posterity ;; when having fulfilled the dreadful pur-
poses of God’s justice, we were doumed to become
successively the prey of death; and to be cast
forth for ever from the face of the Lord.

In this dreadful situation, born as we were but
todie ; or, if permitted for a while to linger here,
whenlife itself was hecome a curse, and but the oc-
casion of augmenting our guilt, by adding actual
to original sin : whenall our endeavours to effect a
reconciljation with our offended God were of no
avail ; whatwould we not have given, what would
we not have done or suffered in order to obtain the
smallest portion of this time of mercy, of grace and

salvation, which we at present enjoy ? Almighty
God might have treated us, as he did the rebel an-
gels, and denied us the possibility of being everre-
conciled with him any more. Nay, his juslice
called aloud for satisfaction, and pressed the cxe
cution of the sentence pronounced against us.

But here his mercy interposes herself in our be<
half ; and thrusts herself between us and bisaven-
ging justice. The Deity is moved with a pity for
lost man, which he had not felt for the rebel an-
gels. He cannot bear to sec his child of predilec-
tion, his last born, but the most beloved of all his
creatures perish ; and perish, not so much through
any malice originating with himself, as through
that of the infernal serpent, by whom he had
been seduced. Ie thercfore resolves to save
him, and at whatever cost, to rescue him from
utter destruction.

Great God! but how then shall thy insenced
jostice be appeased! She demands a full and
complete satisfaction for our sins; and a price
adequate to the value of that time, which was to
be restored. But who shall be able to make the
atonement required ; or to pay up the cnormous
sum stated to our account? O the death of the
riches of the wisdom and Lnowledge of God ! how
incomprehensible are his judgments, and how un-
searchoble kis ways ! Fpr who hes known the
mind of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor *
Rom, xii. This debt of satisfaction, which all {he.
creaturcs together could never have paid off, he
himself resolves to cancel. And as man was the
one by whom it was due, and of whom it wasre~
quired, in order to render him capable of clearing
it, beeven deigns to take upon himself our nature,
and to unite his own divinity so closely with our
humanity, as that God was man, and man was
God. Thus man, as God was able to cancel our
debt, and to blot out the hand-writing that stood
against us. Coloss.. i. ii. 14, And God, as ma
of whom satisfaction was exacted, could atone for
sins commiited by man. In this mystery is verified
that saying of the Psalmist : Mercy and truth have
met each other ; Justice and Peuce have kissel.
Ps, Ixxxiv. 11.

But to what humiliation did not this God-Man
submit in order to complete the great work of our
redemption! Ah, Christians ! how dearly has ke
bought baek for us this time, which we undervalue
so much, and are apt to throw away with so little
concern ! Iz became says the Psalmist as a worm
and no man ; the reproach of men and the oulcast qf
the people. Ps, xxi. 7.

Born into this world ofa poor and humble maid,

he had scarce made bis appearance among thg
) L
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children of Adam, when they, whom he had come
10 save, already began to persecute him untodeath,
115 whole hfe was but une continued seene of ex-
ireme poverty; in so much that he himself” was
heard to say: the birds of theair have their nests,
«md the foxes have their lurking holes: but the Son
of Man has nowhere (o lay his head. Datt. vii.
20. ‘TheLord and Master of all things wanted
for every thing. And while he so plentifully min-
istered to the wants of all his creatures, he denied
fiimself so much as a home ofhis own, ora cover-
ing to shelter him from the snclemencey of the wea-
ther.

But not to speak of his poverty, nor of the mon-
strous wgratitude whivh e met with from  those
among whom he was pleased tobe born; whom he
fionoured with his presence in the flesh, and blessed
with the sight of hisstupendous  miracles, and the
fieaving of his heavenly doctrine: to say nothing
of the mauner in which they contemned and perse-
cuted, reviled and blasphemed him: let us but take
aview of this Man-God in the last stage of his
mortal existence, when about to discharge the last
farthing of that debt, hwhich was owing to divine
justice 3 an? then let us imagine, ifwe can, the va-
fue of that time, for the recovery of which, when
fost, so great a price was paid.

Behold him in the garden of Getlisemani,loaded,
ike the emissary goat, with the sins of men, (Levii.
xvi. 10.) ready to expire under the pressure of so
grievousa load ;and in the excess of his agony,
bleeding at every pore. Sec him next betrayed by
tis bosum friend into the hands of his enemies, by
whom he is insulted, blindfolded, buffeted, and spit
upon . by whom he is clothed witha fool’scoat, and
reated asa fool ; scourged at a pitlar, and crown-
ed with thorus , vested in derision with a purple
robe, and, in this guise of a mock king, insulied
with the feigned and ludicrous homage of a vile
and lanless soldiery, who smite him on the head
witha reed, which they put as a sceplre into his]
%and. By whom, in fine, after seeing a Barbas,
the worst of men, preferred before him ; being now
abandoned by all his friends, and, as i. were, fora
moment even by his heavenly father ; e, the glory
of Istael, and the cxpectation of the nations, is nail-
d o an ignominious cross between two thieves ; on
which, like a comman malcfactor, he at length ex-
pires.

"Then wmdced was the atonement for our sins
compicted. Then was our peace with the offended
Deify ranfied and signed with the last drop of the
blood of 2 God made man. Then were the gates
of heaven, which had lntherto  been shut against
afl the children of Adam, thrown open. The mys-
tical.veit of the sanctuary was torn asunder, and
the Fbly of Holiesno  longer concealed from our
view. Alrcady the grave hegins to yicld up its
dead;, and the holy city witnesses the first fruits of|

. the.resurgection. Even death itself, once so terri~
ble, isnow become more the object of our hope
{han of vur fear: and thatwhich wasto have been
the gate conducting to endless misery, has now be-
come the entry~into aever-cnding bliss.

O Divine Goodness, who has stretched foith
thine akmighty arm to save us when about to be
swallowed up forever in the bottomless.nbyss!
Who thyself hast drunk off the cup of sorrow, in
order to spare us the bitter draught ! O vohat re-
turn can we ever anake thee for all thy favors? But
thou askest nothing hut our love: O thou author of
all our good § and only wishest us to profit of all
alt thy endeavours to secure us that eternal happi-
ness for which thou hast ereated us: nor ever to
be so mad any more as to throw away upon trifles
the precious moments of a life, which thou hast
purchased for us at so deara rate.

29, Butif, from thc consiucration of the prico
paid down for the recovery of our time we pass on
to consider the immense advantages accruing tous
from the right employment ofit ; we shall find that
notouly in whole, but in every part, it may be made
iofinitely valuable to us.  For althoughGod, on ac-
count of the sufferings and death of Jesus Christ,
might indeed have restored us to our forfeited Inhe-
ritance, only on condition that we never sin again,
and that our wholelife, from the first dawn of rea-
son till our departure out of this world, be spent in
the most exact obrervance of his coramandments .
yet be has been pleased to accommodate his mercy
more to our weakness ; and besides leaving us in
the sacrament of penance a second laver of regene-
ration, in which, if truly contrite, we are washed
ancw from the defilements of actual sin ; besides
having institutod other sacraments for our further
sanctification and preservation ; le has, in order
to give our time its full valuo extended the merits
of the incarnation, sufferings and death of his only
Son, to any good actions we perform for bis
sake: and has given thosc actionsa merit and
a value in bis sight which they would not have
had, even in our original slate of innocence.—
"'hus ke has put it in eur power tv he every mo-
meni of our life bettering our condition in the
world to coute; and by labouring diligently in the
practice of thuse virtues which ke recommends, to
make that weight of glury, whichawaits us in the
kingdom of heaven, much greater than it would
hase beencven of Adam had never fallen. Nay,
he has atached tuis increasc of our future glory to
our most orchnary and indifferent actions, of per-
formed wah the proper intention, thatis, with a
view to please him : in so much as he himselt’ de-
clares, even a cupof cold water givea in his name
shall not its want reward. Batt. vi. 20. No actions
surely can be more common and indifferent than
eauingand drinking; and yet cven these, according
to St. Paul, may be done for the gloryof God:
and, if done for the glory of God. they necessarily
Jeservean cternal reward.  Whether you eal or
drink, says he, or whatsoever clse youdo,do all 1o
the glory of God. 1 €or. x.31. So that, accord-
ing to this great apostle, we can do nothing, that
isinnocent, which maynot add something to our
glory and happiness in thelife to come. How pre-~d
cious then must that time be, every moment of]
which, it well employv:d,:’mny secureto ussome ad-

Indeed, if there is any thing, which the eaints m
heaven can regret. it isonly the loss of' their once
precious time, by the right use of vich they might
have raised themselves toastill higher degree off
glory in heaven, than eventhat to which they bave
attained. :

~ Christians! what have we been doing hitherto?
Have w2 heen layingrout to interest the precious

talent with which we have been entrusted? or

have we not rather, like the wicked ond unprofitabic
servant, mentioned in tiee gospel, buried it in tl'x'*

ground, (afatt. xxvi. 23.) by minding only ¢
things that are on the earth, andnot tho things that
are above.Coloss. iii. It is well, if instead ofaug-
menting vur stock, we have rather sncreased our
debt, by adding daily new sins to the former. |
Ect us theh now at last begin to set our accounts
in order, to repair our past losses, and to make the
hest of that part of our time whichas yet remains,
thut we may not have the msfortune some day to
hear thatdreadfidand irrevocable sentence passed
upon us, which was passed on the slothful servant :
TZuake him, said his Lord, and bind kim hand and
| foot, and casl him into cxlerior darkness , ther:
sfuell be weeping and wading and gnashing of teelh.

39, Itis true we are ap! to flatter ourselves that at
some future period of life we will exerd ourselves to
repaur the time we have lust; that some doy or other
we will take care so to settle our accounts with our
Judge as to have nothing to fear, but rather all to
hope from his sentence.  But, besides that it is an
article of faath that we cannot make the least step
towards our cternal salvation, without the grace ot
God; and that he scldom fails to withdraw it from
those, who make 1t only a pretence for continuing
to offend bim; who has rcade us so very sure ot
that time which is to come? or who has measured
out to us so very exactly the length of the race,
which we have yetto run?  Tell me then, if you
can, how many years, how many months, wecks.
days, or hours as yet remain, ere you may be sum-
moned hence to give an account of your steward
ship! Alas, sofar from knowing that we shall bave
time sufficient to make up for the past, and to pro-
vide for an cternity to come; we canoot so mucls
as assure ourselves of pushing life beyond the lasy
poitit, to which it hag arrived. Only the present
moment is ours; the next may belong notte us,
but to thuse who have survived us.

This third consideration of the uncertainty oy
time, ought to make us prize it the more; as, whes.
{east expecting it, and in the twinkling of an eve.
wemay te dedrived of it forever. What folly 1<,
3t not then-to neglect making our best of it, while
we may : not o scize the flecting moments, as they
pass, and distinguish each of them By some good
action or other, which shall be remembreed whey
tirae shall bo-nomore ! The very heatheos of old
could notfhelp vuluing time the twore because ol
its uncertainty and the shortness of its dwation.—
s our life is shotd, says Sallust, we should be e
the mora diligent in perfarming grest. and usefitl
actions. ; lest, like the brutes, ihat sludy only o

ditional, eternal, and consequently infigite reward!

T4

satisfytheir appetites, we wasle owr Bifc in indv:
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lenee and inactivity. Aud Seneca in paruculer
sives us to upderstand how much it 1s be prized
1or the same reason, in one of his emphatical sen-
tences : /0 avarice suys he, 4s honourable, but
that of time. Nulla est honests, avarilia, nisi
temporis. The Rorxan Emperor Fitus, when he
Imppened 1o let shp any duy, without having done
aey action, particularly goud, was wont to ex-
elain yeith regret : Diem perdidi; I have lost a duy.
How such instances cven among the pagaus ought
to confound the slothful Cristian, o whom time
should seem, as it really is, infinitcly more pre-
cious, for the reasons already alledged.

But tobring the subject more home 1o us by a
supposed examplo. Imagine, if you pleace, a man
ontrusted by a friend with a very large sum of mo-
ney; the use and interest of which for a time not
specified, is entirely at his own disposal; what
would you think of such a person if, instead of lay-
ing it out to interest; and thus, while he may, pro-
viding abundantly for the future exigencies of life;
he busied himsclf only insecattering itup and down
along the highways, ¢nd in throwing it away on
overy body whom he chanced to meet?  Or were
it to he wondered at, if at some upexpected mo-
ment the owner make 125 appearance, and finding
notonly his money without interest, but wholly
wasled and squanderea away, should order him to
be severely punished for having so unwarrantably
disposed of what did not properly belong to him?

But the case of this imaginary madman is exact-
Iy onr own.  Almighty God has entrusted us with
our time, as with a sum of immense value. By
laying it out to interest, that is, by employing it in

the practice of good works, we may not only make
abundant provision for a never-ending eternity; but
as we haveabove shewn, we may be every moment
purchasing for onrselves new honours and dignities
in the kingdom of heaven; and yet although wo
know not how soon this treasure may be taken from
us, we not only neglect to lay it out to interest; but
like the madman just now described, we seem
quite impatient to get rid of it at any rate. The
very keeping of this inestimable treasure seems to
us a most disagreeable charge; and without fre-
flecting onthe fatal consequences of such a con-

every mortal sin ave have had the migfortune 1o
commjt, we deserved to die, and to have beenplun-
ged for ever mato the flames of hell.  The dreadful
sentence of condemnantion was then passed upon
us, when the crinre was perpetrated 3 and yet, our
Lord has suspended the execution ofit, in order
still to allow us time to repent. ‘This time ofye-
prieve, which his mercy hus granted us, shalf ;vc
employ it only to augment our guilt, and thus pro~
voke him toput anend to it? ©, this were mad-
ness indeed 3 forjf onee the tice of our repricve is
ended, there is no more room left for mercy, I

onca the short day of our life, during which we
may labour, is brought to a close, it shall never
more return ; but 2 dreadful and cternal night ;-
mediately succeeds, in which,as our Saviour says
no man can work. John ix. 4. Aund hence the
forth great and last motive for valuing our time :
because, when lost, it is irreparable ; when past and
gone 1t can never be recalled.

4°, Indeed, if ourlife, whon finished, could be
renewcd, or time, when lost, restored, our folly in
wasting it to no purpose, and in squandering 1t
away so profusely, might thenbeless. But you
know, dear Chrislians! that thoso who have once
passed the gates of death, have passed them never
to return: and that the fate of such is decided for
eternity, either to reign for ever happy with Ged
in heaven, or to suffes with the devils and the damn-
ed in the fiery ducgeons of hell, Now which ever
of these two alternatives may fall to ourlot, after

|

duct, we throw it away in heaps, and, as it were, !

1 the lump, upon overy trifling pretence or occa-

death, and citber of them must be oyr portion for
ever; we shall have but tgo much reason to regret
our precious time, when lost, because it can pever
bo recailed.

The Saints who arc once admitted to the beatific
vision, who see God face to face, and mingle with
the glorious priuces of his household, are indeed,
incapabtle of r.grelting with any degree of sorrow
the loss of any portion of their time; becausc they
are now completely bappy, having attained their
last end, which is!God., He is their center, to
which they wero over tending; aud having at last
arrived within their sphere, each at his own dis-
tance, they continue for everto move "around him,
and shine refulgent with the splendour of his Ma-
jesty. Butyet, to whalever degree of glory they
are raised, if we excopt the blessed Virgin Mo-

~ion; and in proportion as our stock is diminished, ther of cur L ‘o3
. . s . ord, aud perhaps some other privileg
we scem to think the woight of our burthen decreas- ed individuals besides, their glory might still have

ed.

beon greater, had their lives in this world been full;

Christians ! let us now at last be wise, Let usflgnat is, had they improved allthe moments of their
henceforth begin to make up for our past losses time; or had they cmployed them in the practico of
by our future care and diligence. 'To be sure, that{{the more heroic virtues, For in my Father’s
part of our time, which is gone, can never be re- house, snysour Lord, there are many mansions,
ca“cd§but still that part ofit, which is yet to meny different degreesof glory: And again, £ will
come, is wholly atour own disposal. And if we{|render, says he, toevery one according to his works.
know not how much of it as .yet remains, let this|| And can those blessed souls be sensible of this, and
be butan additional motjve forus to prige it the pot feelin some degree for the irreparable foss, ir-
more, and to husband well all the moments, which {reparabje oven to #hem of every ke smatlest por-
God isstill pleased to allow us. Often have we |{tion of that precious timo which once svas their’s.
deserved, on account of our ‘sins to have forfeited There isindeéd nothing they could desirc on earth
allour time: and yet' our God has hitherto pro- {|but the opportunity of time, by the right employ-
longed it 50 that our presentlife is nothing less Iment of which they might augment their glory, and

76

than a miracle of his goodness and mercy. For[jrender themselves worthy of drawing nearer to tbat

God, whom thoy so ardently love. And if, as }
said, thoy feei no such regret for it, as could in the
smallest degree impnir their bliss, it is on account
of the fulness of that bliss, which they now enjoy:
and which, though it might indeed have been great-
er, is yot too great o leave any room for rogret. It
is because they are now drowned in an ocean of
delight, of which, though without satjety, they are
{ull. Itis,infine, on account of the oxtremo joy
they mustfuel at the thought of the dangers thes
haveescaped: and because, haviog now no other
will, but that of the Deity, they desire nothing, bug
what he desires; they love nothing, but. what he
loves; nor wish or want any thing more that what
they now so {ully possess. Yet are they not ine
sensible of the loss they have sustained, inhaving
let slip unimproved the smallest portion of the timg
of their mortal life, especially when they now sv
clearly perceive to what a still greater height of
glory it might have exalted them in the kingdom of
their heavenly fathher.

But if wo can suppose the blesscd in heaven sen-
sible inany degreo of the Joss of only a portion of
their time; bow keen and thrilling must be the re-
gret vhich tho damne:l shullfecl fortke loss of all
their time; and with what bitter, but fruilless In-
mentations shall they L .wailtheir misfortune, which,
alas! admits of no redresst O to them how pre
cious would the smallest portion of that time secm
which tous appears of s little vnlue; nay, which
we often wish past, and thus struck offfrom vur life,
as irksome, tedious, and insupportable!  Fools that
we are, we little know the value of that tinic
which we at present enjo;. But woe to those why
only learn to appreciate time when time shall be
no more! What would nota damned svu! give
for one of thuse hours, which we thruw asway ua
idle conversativn, on frivolous amnsements, or
waste in duing nothing to thg purpose? Or .o
there any thing within the whele compass ofua,
ture, which shc would prefer to a few moments ol
time, doring which she might repent; if Ly
repentance she could but atone for her past guili ,
if with flonds of tears she could but wash away the
horrid stain vt wortal sin that defiles her, and cys
tinguish the wrath of an angry God ?  And sup-
pose 2 few hours of time allowed her for thiy pur-«
pose; how would she spent them? Good God,
Christians, what a penitent should we then
sce! The sight alpne would strike us dead.
with horror ; nor could we endure even tp
behold the severitics she would cxcercise upon
herself in order to appease her offended God.
And, indeed, allthe severitics sho could inflict upon
herself were as nothing, or but liko an amusement
compared with those she must otherwisc cadure
from the chastising hand of the offended Deily.
But, alas! no such time shallever be allowed herg
forif any time, however short, were allowed her to
repent, hell would be uo Jonger holl; nor eternity
eternity. Forever, then, must she dwell in those
gloomy regions of never ending despair.  For evey,

ust she mingle her outcries and lamentations,,

iwitl: the shrieks and groans, the howlings and ydj,
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lings of her.companions in misery; and for ever
1ust she continue to be tossed .in' tempests and
whirlwinds of fire and . brimstone in; the deep un-
-quenchable abyss. " Fireand brimséone, and the
spirit of whirlwinds shall be the portion of their cup
Sorever. Ps, x.7. S Tt i '

Ah, Christians, Christians ! mey the . fate of
such an unhappy soul never be ours ! But then it
will certainly be ours, ifwie continue to undervahie
our precious time, and to mispend it, as we have
hitherto done. She too once had time, abundance
oftime, by the right employment of which: she
taight have more than secured her eternal salva-
tion : but, like us, she threw it away upon vanities,
or used it for every purpose save that for which it
had heen given her. Wherefore is the light of her
short day extinguished in darkness, and in the hor-
rors of eternal light. The incstimable gift, which
she: knew not how to prize, so long
us she enjoyed it, is at last taken from her : and
now, too lateyulas! she prizes ft, when deprived of|
it for ever,

And shall we, who still enjoy that time, which,
when lost to us, God himself thought worth the pur-
chasing for us at so dear a rate; thatltime, every
moment of which, if well employed, may add
something to our glory and happiness in {the life to
come; that time, which is sovery uncertain as to
iis duration; that time, in fine, which, when lost,
is irrecoverable; and for the recovery of which a
soul in Lell would-give a thousand worlds: shall we
1 say, who stillenjoy that precious time, be so ve-
ry mad as to continue still to.throw away upon tri-
fles; and to spend it in the vain pursuit of the mo-
mentary pleasures of this life? Shall we still think
¢t long and tedious? Shall we repine at the seem-
ing length of its duration? Shall we wish it abridg-
ed.of, suclihuge portions of it as often seem to lie
heavy uponus? Shall we plunge into the Whirlpool
of business, or run round in the enchanitag circla
of amusements, that, being thus. intoxicated with
‘the giddy rotation, we may be induced to imagine
stchort.,  Short it is, my dear Christians: and of it-
sclfis very short; and God knows how short it may
©eto us; but, it we are wise, we will strive to
snake the best of it while we may. Norletus trust
any more to our future endeavours, Let us begiu
{rom this very moment to employ it well. 'The fu-
Qure is not ‘curs; only the present isours, Then
Sct us seize the present moment lest it be our last,
Oflen have-weresolved to begin in earnest to serve
our God. As often perhaps have we broken our
wesolutions.  Then let us first begin in earnest, and
alterwards resolve.

Nor isit any thing very hard or impractible whicb
our. God requires of us; or any thing, in the per-
fermance of which he . himsel{ is not always ready
tohelp wh by hizall-powerful giuce.  Quily to love
$iim aboveall things, as he every way deservess
2t to bate and shun more than any other cvil the
sovereign evil of sin.’ Only, in a word, tosanetily
aur, actions, by the: habitnal {intedtion of doing
ez ad to his honour and glory, and ia this man-

whether we eaf or drink, or whatever else we do,
wc shallithen doallto the glory of Ced. Thus, by ma-
king that use ofour fime, which God intends we
should, we shall in the end securc to ourselves the
reward which he has arnexed to the right employ-
ment of it, the enjoyment of himself' and a happy
eternity. :

e

ON TIME AND ETERNITY.

. WHaAT art thou, Time ; or whence ? say, when began
Thy silent, ceaseless course ? And whither tends %
Forth fram th’ eternal deep th’ Almighty pour’d
Th{ tide o’er flowing ; and, with ebbless swecp,
Till in its parent main ingulf’d and lost,

Bade all his works thy eircling terrent roll,
Earth, sun and moon, and starry host of heav’n,
And all that each contains.—Yet not with thee
1s all thou bring’st cosval ;. nor endures.—

Of later birth a swifter passing train

Of objects on thy flood are drifting seen,

Arsd, soon as seen, suctessive disappear. .
For, thick as leayes strew’d by th’ autumnal gale,

All o’er thy surface broad are floating flung
The wreek of ; and our toiling race
Amid their ruin'd worlks, in_various groups
This way and that convolv'd, and rapid whirl'd
In boiling eddies round : or borne away,

And by th’ impet’ous current dragg'd diverse,
Least as they’d list : till, ever and anon

Close verging on th’ abyss, thou to thy liege
Frequent emit the tributary stream :

When sudden down each‘uearins atora starts,
Snatch’d basty from the motley drifting throng,
Anddisappints th® observer’s earnest gaze.
Thus onard fast our generations-glide,.

Still each to cach successive roll’d away ;

And daily some acquaiutance, pareut, friend,
Down death’s rough channel darting disappears.

Vet say, why from th’ original infinite
Thyself not infinite wast bid to flow ;
When first th’ omnipotent, essential being
Bade all that is to be ; and o’er the void
Pour’d forth bis orbs refulgent, worlds on worlds *
Did then clernily, at his command
Her ffood-gates op’ning, send the rushing forth
To waft whate’re, not perishable doom’d,
From notliing’s womb his word ereative cali'd ;
And all, in fine, lodge head-long, with thyself,
ln’;&\‘er vast occan of vitalit{ H
Exfitence thence perpetuul to derive,
Such as ‘from infinite the finite may ?
For hers is but th’ existence of a God,
‘Who was not, nor will be ; but cver is
Unchangeably the same ; to.whom alone-
Nor future is, nor past, but present all.

Thou to his creatures mak’st all present past,..
O Time, and future present : thou their deeds
Faithiful record’st ; and met’st out merit’s term ;.
Ordain’d to creatures rational and frec :
Not free, as rational, how could they yield
Mete homage grateful of obedience due, .
And praise to their great Maker ? How, or bllss.‘
| Their portion just, or woe, their doom, deserve
By him, no boon, may bliss bé freely giv'n,
A from its boundless source may partial good.
To glad th’ all necdful creatures, freely ﬁo’\v :
"Thongh nobler far the gift by him bestow’d,
The means to win, and make that bliss their own.
Not 80 miay he, supremely just and good,
His. crepturcs guiltiess e’er to pain consign ;
Or. bid, not meriting, of sorrow’s cug
One drop diminutive reluctant taste ?
Yet who not here the bitter portion sips,
Dealt out as reg’lar as our daily fave ? ,
And; if not one, then all are guilty sh,e)v n: .
Though shew’a not hogeless :—In th’ inflicted -pain
But partial ; in the bitter draught, still mix’d i
With many a temp’ring sweet, they clear may sp)d
Heav’n’s gracious parpose, and, their suff’ring’s end.

For thesc, immortalmade, was pous'd abroad
"Time’s deluge. wide o'cr whelming ; these to bear,
Ffom nothing’s empire late stupend’ous won,
With reflacnt wave back onthe vast abyss,

Th’ eternal home of intellectual being.

| There, from, their place when carth and heav'n are mov'd,
And, reeling from their spheres, the stars are hurl'd
:Fo ruin : these, beyond the tumult plac’d,

wom madenvour to improve ail the mements of our
preoious timo,

"Then shail cug lii: be fulle Then, !

And crush of worlds, devoted haunts of sin, .
Now reach’d th’ shore, shall, nature’s wreek survives
'¥Fixpos'd to Time’s vieissitudes no miore.

76

THE PROTESTANT, OR NEGATIVE FAITII,
REFUTED, AND THE CATHOLIC, OR AF-
FIRMATIVE FAITH, DEMONSTRATED FROM
SCRIPTUYRE.

» Continued.
11.-
THE HOLY EUCHARIST.

' THz only other sacrament which Profestants ad-’

imit ; and that but nominally, since with thnm it is

! nothing but common bread and wine ; is what they

call the Lord’s supper.

Is this then, will they say, the promised fulfil-
ment of all the ancient figures ; the Paschal Lamb ;
the wonderous manna, and all the unbloody sacri-
fices ; particulﬁrly that of Melchisedech? Do
all these mystical types and shadows point but at
the baker’s loaf, and wine-merchant’s cheapest’
beverage? Is‘'this the mdrriage banquet of the
King’s son to which we are all so formally invited !
Matt, 22, 2. This the sumptuous feast prepared
for us by wisdom herself ? Prov. 9. Has she then
no better fare to treat us with, afier all her prepa-
rations, than a mere carthy crust, and the simple
juice of the grape? unsanctified, but as our ordi-
nary meal$ are, with the sinner’s suppliant bene-
diction ; not consecrated and changed by the omni-
potent word of God pronounced over them by his
appointed organs, the lawful successors of those,
whom he commanded to do just what he himself,
the incarnate Deity had done ;, that is, tomake
these elements what he then, with truth declared
them fo be, his very body, about to be bruised
and broken for us; and his very blood, about
to be shed for the remission of our sins? I
all; what wisdom divinc bids so pressingly her.
guesis to eat,but a niggard morsel and scan-
ty sip of those cotruptible elements, intend-
ed only for flfe stiort support of our mortal

. |ibodies ? O, no : her’s is'a food divine ; a sweet,

.a nourishing; an immortalizing repastfor-our better.
'Half, the soul. Ifer table is that spread for us
Eagainst those who cfflict us : Ps. 22, 5. on which i§
displayed- Messiah’s best and most’ beauteous gift :
! the wheot of the ¢hosen ones ; and the wine germin-
ating virgins. Zach. 9. 27. SHll' in ker Rouse,
the Saviour’s Church, built, noton sand, but on the
rock ; Matth.7. 24, ibid 16. 18, and’ rearediand
resting on her seven pillars, the sacraments ; she
iimmolates her viclims ; mizes her wine 3 selsforth
"her table ; and sends her muids to invite {o the
tower, and to the walls of ker city ; not the wordly
wise and great ; but whosoever i5. a little one, says
she, let him come tome : and 1o the unwise, that is,

i tothose simple enough to believe on her word

j-alone all she tells them concerning her wonderous'
feast ; to those therefore accounted fools, by the
incredulous, for not relying on their own erromeous!
judgments, rather than on her infallible declaration:’
ilo these unwise ske-says : come, eat of my bread,’
and drink of the wine, which I have mized for you.'
Leave off childishness ; and live ; and welk in the:
ways of prudence.—Prov, 9. "

If we wishto be more partieularly informed as to'
i the nature of Wisdom’s Banquet ; let us hear her-'
'self, in her visible shape assumed,explain it, as she’
t.doecs, in the clearest terms imaginable; for her:
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hanquet is an other thon the Saviour's fcnnt; which
1o describes (0 ug, as follows :— '

¢ J am, says he, theliving bread, that cams dowp
rrom Keuven : if unyman eat of this brfeafl, he‘ﬂhﬂu
live Jorcver ; aad the bread that I .wih_‘[,'lvt', 3 my
ftosh for thelife of the world, ~Amen, amen. Isay

wnto you ; wnkss you eat the flesh of the -Son of

man, and drink his blood ; yglltb‘}'b{l not have life
in you. [For my flesh'is meat indeed; — my blood
s drink indeed. e who caiethmy flesh, and drink-
cth my blood, dbideth in me, and Iin him, s the
living Father has sent me; and as 7 live by the
Father + s+ he *hat eateth me, the same also shall
live by me. Fhisis the bread thut'. came doton from
heaz;en :notas « v fathers did eif manna, and
are dead : he that eateth this bread, shall live for-
rver.—~These things he said, teaching in the syna-
gogue at Caphers um,  John vi. 82. &c.

‘The promise of thisliving and life-giving bread;
Lo verified at s lastsupper @ when, after eating
with his apostles the figurative paschal lamb; he
concluded the mystic feast by fulfilling the figure 3
wiving to thein himselfy the true paschal famb, the
divine food and nourishment of their souis : and
de-iring them, the pasturs of bis churgh, to do the
~ame; even that, which he himself had just done 3
thati, to change the clewents by the all cfficient
word of hiw, who created them, into his living
luly and blood, & distribute them, as such, to the
rest «fthe faithful.  For, taking the bread, he bless-
ed ity and broke it, and gave it o them, saying :
lale and eal 5 this is my body:—and taking the cha-
lice, he gave thanks, und gave it to them, saying:

drink ye all of this 5 for this is my blood of the Metw

Leslament, which skall be shed for many, for the
remission of sins—Matt, xavi. 26.

Lake and eat; this is my fudy, says Jesus Christ.
1t is not your body, says the Protestant, but only
« ommon bread, taken and ealen as a figureaf your
hody:— Drink ye all of this, says tho Saviour ; fur
1h.s is my blood of the New Testament, which shall
he shed for many, for the remission of sine—ML is
a0l your bleod of the New Testament, saysthe Pro-
{estant, dut mercly wine, which was never shed for
{he remission of sins.—~Can any two declarations
he more opposite and contradictory than these ?
God’s gffirmation is here again met, as in paradise,
by the devil’s negation. Where in all scripture
does the Protestant find this negalive sense of the
Saviour’s plain affirmative declasation? In the
concluding words of the institution, whispexs tho
lather of negatives, to all who give car to him. You
willfind, says he, (the lying fiend) who durst quate
Scripture to tempt even the Saviour, thatin these
words—Do this in memory of me, the negation is
contained of the Savi?ur’s affirmation : for, if what
e gave was himself; how can be be a memorial
of himself 2—Why may. pot a prince, for. instance,,
3~vresent, together with his chosen fellow agtorsin
the drama, Lis former oxploils and achievements
for his people ! And would this be Jess.a memo-
vial of himsélf, as bo formerly was, for the good of
Liis people, because he himself wwas here, the chief

«haracter in the commemorative exhibition? Now

ingy * ‘for in it is represented, not what Jesus Christ
tiaw 15, immorlal, glorious, and inpagsible ; but
what lic once condescended to become for our sake:
a suffering, bruised, and dying mosial 3 our propi-
tiatory, long preﬁgh:e&"{'ictim slain ; by the eating
of which, ns‘the Apostle testifies, we shetw forth the
death of our Lord, till he comes.—1 Cor. xi. 26.

1 came not, says our Saviour, to aholish, but to
fulfil the lnw.  sfmen, I say unto you, ill heaven
and eartl. pass away, onejot or title of the law shall
not pass, till all be fulfilled:—Matt. v, 17, &c. that
is, {ill al} tho typical and figurative allusions in the
Old Law find their exactaccomplishment and com-
plete realizationin the New.  Butif whathe called
his body, way not his body, but only bread, asa fi-
gure of his body } and if what he called s bluod,
the very blood, which at his Last Supper he was
about {0 shed fbrlhe remission of sins, was not his
|| bloud, but only wine, which was never shed for the
zemission ofsing : then the figupe was not fulfilled,
but continued: or ralhicr' a comparatively mean ard
insignificant figurc was subslituted fo an august,
expressive and appropriate one, For who will
licomp.lrc with all the pompous sacrifices of old ;
with the Paschial Lamb, or the miraculous Manna,
atittte common bread and wine, handed roun.. to
be just only tasted? Can this, even as a figure,
‘much less, as the fulfilment of one ana all, be cor-
sidered in any sense ¢qual to the Paschal Lamb
Halone ; which, for its innocence, meekness, dumb
;‘and uncomplaining paiience under the very hands
(of its slayers; so fitly represented the meck and
_innocent Lamb of Ged; who, according to the pro-
"phesy of Isaias, was ledlilie a sheep to the slaughter;
“and s a dumb lamb before his shearers, who opened
?nat his mouth:—Is. 53, 7. To the lamb whose
"blood, like the Saviour's, when shed, became the
"sign of salvatiun to the people of Godl ; turning aside
iifrom their doors on which 1t was sprnkled, the
death-dealing visitation of the destroying angel !—
to the lamb, in the figure, as really eaten as shin ;
.{and therefore to Le as realiy eaten as slain, in the
exact fulfilment of the figure ; that of which weare
repeatedly assured by the Saviour’s most plain and
positise declarations on, the subject ?
§  Jtis a hard saying, said the Jewe, and who can
whearil? Itisa hard saying, says the Protestants,
itand who can belicve it 7 Itis indeed a hard saying:
jjand none can hear and believe it, but they, who,
jJace rding to Saint Paul, bring into captivity their,
Hunderstunding, in obedience to Christ:~2 Cori X,
|8 None but wisdom’s liftlc ones ; hevreputed un-
jywise for so readily believing on her sole word, what
surpasses so the.understanding of man.

It is wrilten in- tke prophels, said the Saviour
; when iuculcating this stupendous doctrine, theyshall
all be taught of God:—John vi. 45.. Protestants,
however, on this head prefer being. -taught of man;:
who can judge of nothing, but as e {binks he spies
it, in the dim glimmer- of his'natural, and but ¢on-
jectural knowledge; and will credit nathing,: but
what his glow-worm light ofreason enables himuto
perceive: who would soind with his atom-ling and

this is just what takes jplace ‘in the Eucharistic mys

plummetthe unfathoma}}l}: depthsdfwisdom ipﬁhi(o 5

Wand determine with his wite of intellect the i\ossible.

7

oxtent of tho opérations of Qmnipotence. How
then can such, us aro fught of mas, ever hear and
believa a doctrine so far *%ceeding all human un-
derstanding ; and utterly incredible, wero we not
certain that he was God himselfincarnatr, the most
holy one, and true, who taught it?

They, un the contrary, who are faught of God,

cantake his word for their securitly ; well knuwing

that he can do infinitely more than they can gom-

prenend : that he who created all things out of no-

thing, can change them, when he pleases, into what-

ever he pleases.” Thev sce him daily’ worlfing
wonders in the administration ofthe universe, which
shew that nothing is impossible to him. “And can
they rationally doubt his puwer to fulfil his own
most solemnly repeated promises? If asked by
him, therefore, as the Apostles were, if lﬁ'c’y too,
like the fest, would leave him, rather than believe
that hé could give them his real flesh ta eat; what
answer could we, make, but that which SaintPeter
made in their name, and in the name of all the true
believers; Lord, said, fo whom shallwe go? Thow
hast the-words of eternal life : and we have belicted
and have known that thow art Christ, the Son of the
living God.—Johnvi. 69,

The unbelief of Protestants in a mystery so
clearly revealed by him, whom they acknowledge
to be God, is the more unaccountable ; as they
have inall nature, and ecven .in themselves, the
conslant and most striking proof of bis power to
work the very change in question, . For, do they
not behold him, in the vegetable, as well as the
animal species of every denomination, transubstan-
linting one substance into another? Do they not
tehold him, even in thémselves, transubstantiating
their meat and drink into their very flesh and blood?
Let them tell mie else from what other source does
the diminutive infant derive its increasing bulk ;
till it has grown up into the full sized perfect man?
And can they then decm it absurd to believe, on
his own formal and repeated asseveration thathe
can do for himself in a supernatural and instenta-
feous manner, what he does in a slow and natural
manner foralt? The first and last of his public
miracles was {ransubstantiation ; the first, that of
water info wine atthe marriage feast of Cana in
Galilec :—John 2—the last, a still gregier one,
that of bread and wine info hisb-dy and gloo;L at
the mystical marriage feast of himself, {he celestinl
bridegroom, the king’s son, to which all are invi-
ted,—Matt. 22, 2. But this, the last, and greatest
of all his wonders wrought, he intended as the chicf
trial, and object of our fajth, Wherefore, resting
it on the ovidence of all his other miracles, he de-
nieg it that of all thesenscs, buf the hearing. Fuitl
then, says the Apostio;‘@’:qmeth by tke hearing ; and
licaring by the word of Christ.—Rom. 10, 17,—
And can we djstrust bis word, so clearly, frequent~
Iy #nd cmphatically apnounced? Canwe refuse
ourentife relinnce on that word, to the truth of
which all Waure bas borue such miraculous testi:
miony ? *The winds and the waves vicre . seen sub-
jectatbis call; and’ the inbabitants.of. .the deep

crowdod inglantly where he willed them. Tl

i walery clement grows firm under his steps. Tho
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vegetating productions are blasted vy his frown.
Discases, defects and debilities of every kind van-
ish at hisword. The DbLlmd see; the deaf hear;
the sick are restored to perfect health ; the lepers
ire cleansed ; the devils fly at his rebuke; even
death and the grave, at his summons, yield up in-
stantly their dead : the very inmost thoughts of the
human heart are known to him, as soon as formed,
Ina word, the whole of nature owns him, though
disguised in human form, her Almighty Maker and
sovereignLord.

If we sec him not now performing such mira-
¢tles, we behold bim dmly working in the adminis-
tration of this universe other wonders as astonish-
ingly great. Forinstance, to give life is a fur
areater act of omnipotence, than torestore it : and
this we sce bim do daily, by calling into existence
millions of creatures, and giving thema life and a
being, winch they never had before. He re-pro-
duces with increase the seed in the ground to teed
his needful creatures ; as he reproduced the loaves
and fishes in the desart to feed Ins fasting follow-
ers : and can he not as casily reproduce inits very
distribution, by the hands ot his Pastors, the bread
of life, which ke promised to give us? It was
from this very miracle, a most stwendo  one
certainly, that he took occazion to challenge the
belief of the multitude, who had witnessed it, in his
power to furnish themn with a far more wonderful
and exquisite repast : not an carthly one, for the
<hort support of the body ; but a heavenly and
life-giving one, for the nourishment of the soul : a
food, as he aflirms, fur excelling cven the miracu-
laus manna of the Israclites; and infinitely sur-
passing the Protestant’s poor drop and crumb.

It was our original distrustin the word of G,
aud our guilty wish for forbidden knowledge, ‘hat
wrought all our woe in Paradise ; by making us
the willing dupes of the deceiving tiend. The re-
pa.~tion therefore of our fault is our entire reliance
onthe woed of God, without coveting to know
and understand more of his mysteries than he has
heen pleased for the present to reveal. As a trial
therefore of our faith in his v >, he has grounded

his whole rclixfiou on mysten.~ inexplicable;
several of which are admitted by pro‘estant’s as

articles of their faith : such asthe unity anu trinity
of the Godhead ; the incarnation of the eternal
son ; the resurrection of the dead, &c. And, while
{hey admit these, as essential truths revealed to us
by the deity ; can they reject, though more expli-
city, repcatedly, and emphatically rcvealed and
faught by the samne authority, the Eucharistic myste-!
1y, on the sole plea of its incomprehensibilily 7

Yet, in the whole of nature, which is that singlc
nhject which maun i his present state does fully
comprehend T Are we not every where surrounded
with mysteries inexplicable? Are we not, in
cvery sense, a perfect mystery even to oursclves?
And shall we doubt the clear declaration of God,
hecause to us its verisication is quite incomprchen-
sible 7

The Eucharistic mystery is, if you please, the
hardest to be understood. It is, if I may call it
so, the mystery of myslerics ; and the one by which!
our trust in the divine word ic put to the severest!

[ speak not in the learned words of human wisdom ;

for it s folly to kim; and he cannot understand, be-

|

test.  But then it is, on this account the ciearest
and most fully revealed of apy ; not only hy the
Saviour’s solemn, phin and positive declarations
on the subject; but by all the, clse unmeaning,
legal sacrifices, types and figures ; the whole of!
which but pointed at this mystery ; and found in it
their full accomplishinent.

Our belief in this mystery, from our total reli-
ance on the word of God, is the ample amends
made to him for our original distrust in his word :
and, as we fell from him by our disbelief; we are
restored to lnm in this mystery, and united with
him in the closest manner ; in reward of our per-
fect faith. Qur bane 13 thus changed into our
bliss: and the tree of death, with its forbidden;
fruit, converted into the tree of life; the fruit of
which, we are now commanded to eat as the sov-
ercign antidote agawst the threav-ned death; for
on the tree of the cross that body hung, and that,
blood was shed, to the cating cr drinking of which,
is promised eternal life.~John 6, as above.

Still, to those not taught of Gud, but of man,
how incredible and absurd must seem so deep a
mystery ! And hence do we sce all the sectaries, |
though they affect to cling fo the letter of the scrip-!
ture ; racking their brains, and ris + ¢ every con-

Jjecture, rather than take the Saviour's words in their

plain, unfigurative and literal meaning. They be-.
lieve his declaration only in as far as they think|
they understand it.  Where then is the merit of their -
faith, if they believe nothing of the word of God.
but what they comprchend 7 Strange presumption
in such short-sighted and ignorant worms, to set;
themsclves thus to judge how farthe evident disclo-.
sures of omuiscience are admissible ; rejecting of |
them, as absurd and impossible, whatever comes;
not within the narrow sphere of their intellect.—-!
Fuaith, says St. Paul, comcth by the hearing:—Rom. J
x. 17. It stands nol on the wisdom «f'1 en,but on

the power of God. 1 Cor.ii. 6. W speak, con-;
tinues he, the wisdom of God inamystery ; a wis-

dom whick is lidden ; which God ordained Leofore

the world unto aur glory ; whick none of the princes )

of this world knew.—But to us (fod b cvealed!
thom by his spirit: for the spirit scarcheth all things)
even the deepthings of God.  Kor what maen know-
elh thethings of aman, but the spiret of a man,
that isin him ? so, the things also that are of God,
no sman knoweth, but the Spirit of God, Now we
have rewsved, not the spivit of this world, but the
spirit thats. of God; that we moy know the things
that are given us from God: viuch things also we

but in the doctrine of the spirit, comparing spiritual
things twcith spiritual.  Bul the sensual . °n per-
ceivelhnol the things that are of the spirit o) God;

i

-

cause il is spiritually examined. But the spiritua.
man judgeth all things, and he kimself is judged by
no man : for who has known the mind of the Lord,
that ke meyinstruct kim 7 Dut we have the mind
of Christ.—1bid.

Those thercfore taught of God, and who ﬂnus-‘ 1
’ WIL, KEEP MY WoRrD;and my Father will love

havethemind of Christ; can sce in this Eucharis-
tic mystery a dectrine worthy of that God, whoi
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with his word created all thioge out of nothing : and
in our belief ina myatery so inoxplicable, an act o/
homage paid to his veracily proportionably great .
while those taught of man, who perceiveth not 3
things that are of the spirit, see nothing in i, but
folly, because they cannot understand.

Yet in all this prodigy of love to mnn, there i
nothing too much fot him to accomplish, who could

| . . A
stoop so from his sovereign height to the extreme

lowliness and utter abjection of our fallen au!
wretched condition: could even assume our gugr -
ing and mortal humanity ; und in it, as 6 worm and
70 man ; the reprouch of man, and thy outcast of the

peoplc.~-Ps. xai. 6.--bear the expiatory puuish-
ment of our guilt, in order to save us from destruc-

tion. It is not too much for him, who could make
himeelf our brother, to vouchsafe so to dwell in the
midst of us; disguised, indeed, to try our faith ,
and muffled up in the sacramental veils; butin that
very same, though now glorified and iinpassible hu.
manity, which he disdeigned not to take upon him-
self for oursake. Here he stands between us and
the just wrath of his heavenly Father; pleading,
our high priest according to the order of Melclisa

dech, @ merciful respite for sinners ; and preserving
thus our sin-polluted world from destruction : ax
Moscs, interposing himself hetween the angry Deity
and the guilty Israelites, prevented their threatencd
extermnation : and as Aaron, the High Priest.
b stening forth with his censor and holy fire, stayed
the havoc made in the camp by the destroying An

gel.~-Nuinb. 14.—ibid. 16, 48.

Yes, he still deigns to dwell in the midst of his
followers herc on carth. His love for us, which
knows no bouads, will not suffer hiim to be absent
from the darhng objects of his care and concern
My delight says he, is to be with the children of mei
Prov. viii. 31—and, where two or three are gather-
ed together in my naine, there am I 1 the midst of
them. Matt. xviii. 20,

No bars or doors can now oxclude his presence.
In the midst of his Disciples, though closetted up
{ur fear of the Jews, he suddenly stood ; and gave
his woundsto be felt by his doubting Apostle; chid-
ing him atthe same time in the gentlest manner for
his credulity.  Becausethou hast seen me, Thomas;
said he, thow hast believed; but blesscd are they, whe
havenot seen me, and yet have elieved. John xx.
29,

I will not leave vou erphans, said he, to his deap
afflictcd followers, who thought they were going to
tose him. Juill cometo you again.  Yet a little
while, and the world sces me no more, but you ses
me, because Ilive; and yow shall live.  In thut day
youw shall knotw that [ am in my Lather; and you it
me; and I inyon, He who hathmy commandmenis.
yand keepeth them; he it is who loveth me: and Ae.
swoho loveth me, shalt be loved by my Father; und £
-lwxlllove fim, and MAXITEST MYSELF TO HINM,
' Judas, not the Iscariot, saith to him: Lord !
Howis it that THOU WILT MANIFEST THYSELL
TO US, ASD 5OT TO THE WORLD? Jesus au;
swered and said to him: if any one love me, Nk

|

him: andd we will come to him, and make our abode
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wity i~ o, who lovelh me rot, KBZPBTH XOT
WY woinid.—— oun xiv, 18, &c.

Vi hat then is ¢hat word of his, the keoping of
wh.ci, ne sayy, will manifest lnm to his fullowers? |

\Viiat. but that word which he so plainly spoke lol
Ins Apostles at his last supper with t'm the,

tronswhstanttating  word which made what ht‘f
ticn gave them, as truly as he spoke it, his very
body to eat; and his very blood to drink ; that
word, which he had so fully explained, and so
torcinly 1nculc ated to the multitude, when teacking’
ot the ;y;m‘ugue at Cupharngua :—John 6, 59—
that word, whick then so shocked the Jews;,
which now so shacks the Protestants, Frecthinkor, !
Deiste. and ail unbelicvers ; who refusing to be,
taught of faud, prefer grounding their faith nn;
mere human conjecturc ; yet that very ward which
namifests him to all those twho keep it ; and who,
ecogmuze their Lord under the disyaise, which ke
aseured them he would henceforth assume. Flose
Gl see b, while the world sees him no more. e
lives in them, and they in him. On such ke daily
showers down his hidden manna :—Apoc. 2. 17,—
and bids them feast and grow inunortal by feeding
ou the fruit of the tree or'life.

Suchrequire not the aid of the senses to confirm
their faith inhis word and promises. They secek
not, like ‘Fhomas, to see wnd feel the print of the
nails in bis hands and feet; nor the mark of the
spear in his wounded side, in order to prove his
presence and identity.  ‘They rest their faith, as he
enjoins, on the testimony of his other disciples ; on
the unerring declaration of his Church, which he
commands us ail so peremptorly and unreservedly
10 hear ‘—Matt. 18, 17.—encouraged as wc are so
1o do by his assuriug us that blessed are they, who
have not secn, and yet have belicved,

To be continued.

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS,
EXODLUS.

Yerse 19.— And Moses took Joseph’s bones with
um.  Did Moses act wrong in taking with him,
and keeping with honour, the sacred remains (what
Catholics would call the relics) of the Patriarch
Joseph? If not; why are Catholics blamed by
our pretended Bibliests, for keeping with honour,
during their spiritual pilgrimage through the desarl
of this world, the precious remains of their illustri-
ous Saints ?  Did not the first Christian so keep the
very handkerchigfs and aprons that had but touch-
cdthe body of Saint Paul? Acnd did they not,
with these, cast out devils ?  Acts xix. 12, Did
not the Prophet  Elisba divide the waters of the
Jordan with the mantle of Elias ? 4 Kings ji. 10.
And did not the bones of Elisha by their touch,

raise a dead man to hfe, &c. ibid, xiii.21. All}l

gﬁs, however, though scripural, smells greatly of
opery.

erse 21. dndthe Lord went before them, to
ew the way, by day in a pillar of cloud : and by
night in 6 pular of fire ; that he might be the gnide
of thgvr Journey at bolh times., There never fuiled
Ve pillar of cloud by day ; nor the pillar of fire by
1aght before the people.

Zhe cloud by day, is the gmblem of the whole re-
vealed mystery, or of revelation. 1t is during the
day, that is, during this life, an impenetrable cloud
to the human intellect, the ¢y of the soul : but it
shews itself from 3 and serves to guide us on
Our journey towards the land of promise. Atnight,

’ or the end of that duy, giwen usto work out our sal-

i|the fugitives.

vation, John ix. 4, itis suddenly changed into
brightness. Z%e pillur of cloud by day becomes
aptllar of fire by night, ln times of persecution
tuo, whon the peoplo of God are bard pressed by
thoir enenies ; the clond throws itsell” between
darkening and confounding the eanp of the adver-
sary ; but shewing a bright side, towards those, who
march under God’s d rection; and shedding hght
on the ways of ail, who tolluw their proper guides
by him apponted.

Chapter 14, ‘The Israclites, hemmed in bet-
ween the red sea and the whole host of Pharao,
sce no possible way to cscape destruction.  Yet,
they Liad no cause to dispair, as they were under
the guidence of God himseli the Ommpotent :
who, to shew us how we are to rely upon him in
all our difliculties, in the dischaige of our duty ;
however 1n surmountuble they may at first appear ;
delivered the Israeliles in the moment of their dis-
pair ; and destroyed the Egyptians, alrcady exult-
ing in the sure apd easy amticipated capture of

Chapter. 15. v, 25.— 7 ke Lord shewed to Moses
a lree; wiuch when he had cast tuto the waters ;
they were tvrned intv sweetness.—The bitter
waters of Mara, which the Israclites could not
drink, represented the bitter  potion of sufferings
and sorrows, which is offercd to all in this mortal
pilgrimage ; 'These waters are unpalatable and
disgusting, till seasoned with the wood of the cross.
This is the tree, shewen by God, which turns those
waters of bitterness into sweetness ; stops all the
murmuriags of the multitude ; and makes them be
more relished by the sojourners in the wilderness
than the choicest streams of pleasure so coveited
before. Of the waters of Aora we all arc doomed
to drink, but nothing can sweeten, and render them
palatable, but the cross of Chnist, and the conside-
ration of his sufferings. It was this tha. made so
many in the Catholic Church, lay down their earthly
crowns ; divest themselves of all their wordly dig-
nities; scatter their treasures among the poor or
employ them in permanently useful benefactions to
the community :and renouncing all the vain enjoy-
ments of this “short passinglife, embrace u course
of penetential suffering and privation.—It was this
i that made saint Paul exclaim : God forbid that 7
Ushould glory savein the cross of Jesus Christ : by
! whom the world is crucified to me and £ to theworld !
Gal. 6. 14.

Chaper}l6. Verse 2.—.4nd all the congregation
,of the children of Israel murmurced against Moses
and daron.

We are astonished at the proneness of th2 Jews
‘to murmur in all their wauts, dangers and difficul-
ties; when, in the stupendous wonders wrought in
;lheir behalf, they had all alongsuch unquestionable
; proofs that they were under the immediate care and
ispecial guidance of the Almighty. But this only
!.shcws us {hat even the greatest miracles woull lose
.their effect upon the human mind, were they to be-
'come common and ordinary. We may judge of
the truthof this by sur own daily experience. For
!do we not daily witness in God’s udministration of
the universe, wonders as great as any wrought in
favour of the Israelites? The only difference be-
tween them 1s, that what we behold happensaccord-
ing to the usual course of nature, and the establish-
ed order of things; whereas, what they beheld, and
what is called miraculous, happened in a new and
unusual mannar, such is therefore apt to strike and
amaze us the moxe, by its wonderqus singularity,—
But, is for instance, the raining down Manua from
beaven, a greater wonderin itself ; fhan the raising

bosom of the earth ? 1Is the restoration of life to
the dead, even equal to the giving of it tothese, who
nover were among the living > Which is that por-
tion of nature, which duesnot proclaim to us an all.
wise, infinitely good and Omnipotent Provideace ?
Andyet we are nothing moved at the sight of alt
these wonders.  Andwhy 2 Because they are con-
stantly in our view  bevause they are daily recur-
ring: because they are common and ordinary. Fous
the same reason did the many prodigies witnessed
by the Jews, make so slight and transient an im-
pression upon them. Wherefore, God, who wastes
no wonder, having once sufficiently proved his Re-
velation in an extraordinary manner by miracles ;
leaves his people to the ordinary guidance 6f his
own lawfully appointed pastors; whom he com-
mands us to hear, as we would himself :—Luke x.
16. Leaving us thus the whole merit of believing
without seeing: for LBlesscd, said he, arethey, who
have not seen, and yet huve believed. John xx: 29,
and reserving it to himself, as he thinks fit, to sup-
port their fcstimony by extraordinary signs and
wonders.

Verse 14.—When the Israelites saw the Manna,
in the morning, like a deto lying round their camp; appear-
ing small, and as {f beaten with a pestle, and like the hoar
frost on the ground: they said one to the other Masnu !
which signifieth, what i3 this :  For they knew not what 3¢
was. dnd Moses said to them; this is the bread, which the
Lord has given you {o eal.

‘The mysterious and incxplicable nature of the thing, sig-
nified by the Manna, is here well portrayed by the enquis-
ing exclamation of the Jew: IVhat is this? Nor could
more be told them con.erning it, than what Moses, God’s
interpreter eand:  This is the bread, which the Lord hath
given you fo eat.

Verse 17. After being commanded to gather of
it for every man, according to the number of souls, the mea-
sure of a Gomor; one gathered more; another less. But
when they came to measure it afterwards, neither fad he
more, who had gathered more; nor he less, who had gather-
ed less. In this again is disccrned another pregious resem-
blance to the thing signified, the Blessed Eucharis!:
for in it also, he who receives more of the species
has no more, than he, who receives less: for both
receive, under the external forms him entire, who
declares himself to be the living and life giving
bread: Johm vi. 36, 61. the Saviour himself, who
cannot be divided,

V. 31. 4ad the house of Isracl called thereof the
name MAxNA, They gave it the mystical name :
Wuar1811? For who can explain it, till $he
power o2 God, and his wonderful works are mani-
festedto us in Eternity 7 Till then, it forms the
inexplicable puazlc of our proud presuming reason;
and the most trying test of our relinuce on God’s
word revealed,

V.84, The Manno was kept by the commaui
of God, n the Jewish Tabernacle ; as 4 figure.ol
the reality, now kept by his comonnd in the
Christian Tabernacle.

V.85. With this meat were the children of Is-
vael fed until they reached the borders of the dand
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lup bread and so mavy other productions frum ke

of Canaan. With the real Manna, the trige bread
 from heaven; John 6, 32. are the Christians fed, un-
til, at the bour of degfh, they reach the borders of &

happy preraity. To e confitaed:
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HUSENBETH'S DEFENCE O THU CATHOLIC
CHURCH,

Continued.

But Mr. White thinks he has a triumphant re-
tort agains) Catholics, when he recounts the wicked
livesof several  Popes ; a tact which, he says, we
¢ shali nct venture to  deny.” No, we slm?l not ;
andl Ict Mr. White be equally candid, and not at-
tempt 1o deny the accusations of  all history a-
gainst Luther and the reformers. But we rl)n'nve
something important to say upon the maiter; and
we can soon shew Mr. White that there is no parity
nthe two cases. We ackuowledge that there
have been very wicked Popes ; but let it be well
observed,that it is a very different thing for erdinary
oinisters of wicked character, 1o be permitted, to
carry on a religion otherwise firmly established ;
and for ectraordinary men to appear, of dissolute
lives, and give themselvesout to be special Apos-
tles comumissioned from the God of Holiness, to re-
form his Church, and purify it from corruption.
‘We are ready to allow that perhaps a tenth past of
the Popes bave been \vickcti men : but even these
always fulfilled the public duties of the Church, and
maintained the postolic ductrine, order and mis-
sion ; so that their personal vicesdid not essentially
affect the Church,  'The inscrutable Providence of
God has permitted that bad men should sometimes
be invested with the ordinary mission and ministry
in his Church ? and this is not lost by any personal
crimes, nor does their wickedness justify lgc faith-
1} in refusing to obey them : the Scribes and the
Pharisecs have sitten on the chair of Moses. Al
fherefore, whatsocver they shall say to you, cbserve
aud do : but according to their works do ye aot.
—Matt. xxiii. 2, 8.

The great Protestant philosopher, Leibnitz,
thought very differently of the Popes from Mr.
Blanco White. ‘¢ It must be acknowledped,”” he,

says, ¢ that the vigilance of the Popes for the ob-|
servance of the canons, anid the support of Churchl|

discipline, has produced from time to time sory ex-
cellent effects, and that exercising an ixfluence
with Kiags, in season and out of season, either by
remonstrances, which the authority of their charge
entitled them to make, or by the fear of ecclesias-
tical censures, they prevented many dicorders.>*

We repeat, then, that if the church of Christ had
needed a reform in faith, such men as Luther and
his brother reformers would never have been chosen

|.our

“on; though so great a work as that of votorming the,
Church of God, would have demanded no less pow -
ierful signs than these givenby Moses, by Christ
Lord, and his Apostles.  When Lutherand
_Calvin arose, there wasalready in the Churena.
"public ministry appointed to teach, a hody of pas-!
tors claaming anordinary mission, which came

down to them in regular succession from Jesus |
1 Christ and his Apostles. W hen the Sacramenta- |
| riuns and Anabaptists preached contrary to Luther, |
he haughtily required themto shew supernatural
| proofs of their mission, as it he had bheen able to!
i exhibit any such of hisown. When Servetusand

others taught againsi Calvin, he drove them out of”
Geneva; or punished them by the armof the secular
power, This was not acting like the Apostles;
tthey employed agaiust those who opposed them on-
ily the grifts of the Holy Ghost, aud the ascendancy
liof their eminent virtues. The reformers claimed -
| the right of preaching against the faith of the whole
. Christian world, and they refused every one the lib-
{ ety of preaching against them. As the re-!
formation proceeded, confusion and dissention’
ydaily increascd; fhere was soon a  swarm!
vof “sects, Lutherans, Anabaptists, Calvinists,
1 Zuinglians,, Church of England, &c. &c.
Calvin began to see the disgraceful consequences,
and wrote thus to Melancthor, a brother Refor-
‘mer : ¢ Itis of the greatest mmportance, that no
“account of the divisions that are amongst us should
go down to future ages : for it is worse than ridicu-
lous; that, after breaking off from all the world, we
should have agreed so little among ourselves, ever!
“since the beginning of the Reformation.”” Another;
Ileadin Protestan says : ¢ Our people are carncdi
away by every wind of doctnine. If you know
| what their belief is to day, you cannot tell what it
{will beto-mosrow, s there one article of religion
{in which the Churches that cre at war with the
. Pope agree together ? If you runover all the ar-
‘ticles, from thefirst to the last, vou will not find
‘one which is not held by some of themn as an article |
lof faith, and rejected by others as an impiety.”’—
i (Dutith inter Epist. Bega,) Nothing then could,
,be more contrary toall law and order, than theas-,
sumption of Luther and his followers, to be divine-
'ly commissioned to reform a Churcli fonnded and
- preserved by the Eternal Truth.

|
|
|
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LAUDA, SION, SALVATOREM.

Nou2ht, but_the outward form is scen
Whase s!cnder voil {s left to soreen
His Person unreycal’d
Ilis feshonr food . our drink his bload
‘Fhough he his two-foid usturo ahrond
eneath cach form conceal’d.

Him none can bruize, divide or main -

For ever now bis glorfous frame
Impassable remains,

Him one rccenes ; athousand may

Nor he hasless : not more have they
Each bim entire retains,

Both saints and sinners him receive :
The first are bid on him to live :

_ The last are doonvd ta death.
When Friests the sacred host shall read,
Remember that he’s whole contain'd,

Each smallest part beneath.

Nat he, ’tis but th’ exterual sign
That broken lics : s form divane,
His size and sh:\pc’s the same.
Rehold the Cluldren’s sweet repast
Angelic fare : not to be cast
‘Yo Dogs : no food for them.

Thizs mistry was of old reveal’d

‘Yo Israel ; though in part ronecal’d
Behind the typie cloud :

In holy lsaae sacrific’d,

And Paschal Lamb it was disguis'd :
And manna’s wond’sonsfood,

Jesus, our ious Shepherd, tend,
Feed here thy flack, and safo defend,
Till death hence act us free
With thee aloft to wing our flight,
And nungle with the legions bright

Of Saints, who reign with thee!

t

Errara.—In page 69 of last Catholic, after the
words “ atoning medium” in the first column, 201k
line from the top, rcad * which the prefigured
mabe child was alone to shed : water the puritying
medium.

In the Hymn : for * influence me with thy chaw
rity,” read * inflane me with thy charity.”
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for its reforination.  Butthe very idea of reforming i}

the faith of the Church, is_an insult toits divine | Yo wweetest strain now, Sion, sing
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~ S . ! j f thy Saviour King & )
Founder, Jesus Christ. He had promised to be: Thexxs;-si:c ,230..271“}‘.‘;'5 fa‘x:%! i
with his Church to theend oftime; he declared it) Fxert zhgv skill the song to raisc ;(
built upon a rock, and proof against the gates of | Not all thy loudest, loftiest lays ‘

hell: he {)romiscd that the Holy Spirit should guide|
itinto all truth: who then will say that he did not!
fulfit his promises? What are we to think of men|
pretending to reform the Church of Christ, and loud-
1y proclaiming that it had become corrupt in faith
and discipline, that its doctrine was crroncous, its

worship superstitious, & itsdiscipline full of abuses?:

Ear be from us the blasphemaus idea that the pro-
mises of Eternal ‘Truth slould have failed; or that
the increated wisdom of God should have founded
a Church liable to become corrupt and erroncous?
Against the empt
of the pretcndeg ﬁeformation, we shall shew, that
this Reformation was unlawful inits principle,
criminal in its means and fatatin its effects: it was
the work of human passions, and notof divine grace.
The pretended reformers were, in the first place,
men withoutmission,ardinary or extraordinary; the
could shew no proofs of a supernatural commissi-

*Sce the admirable work of a Protestant ministor, the
Baron de Starck, eatitled, * Entretiens philosophiques sur
ta Reunion dcs differcates Communioons Cg
yage

boasts about the glorious work

retiennces,*

Can match th’ exalted theme.

The living andlife-giving bread,

With which thgc: chosen twelve he fed,
>Tis giv'n thee to extol A
Exultm%let each heant rejuice,
While Hymns and Anthems fill the skies.
And sound from pole to polc.

{

For now to mankind is renew’d
‘The memory of their mystic foed

In wond’rous banquet spread @
The Christian’s pach : each Jewanh rite,
As shadows fly before the hght,

At truth’s bright dawn has {led.

<t Henccforth, in memory of me, .
¢ What 1 have done, Christ said, do ye ¥
At supperas he sat. .
Empow’r'd thus by his word divine,
Into himself the bread and wine
We'se taught to consccrate.

Into his flesh the bread is ehang’d

‘Phe wine into 1ig bleod, that elcans'd
The guilt- stain’d humau race.
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