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Hanna’s Order

RBSUMABLY, the recent order of Mr.
P Hanna, president of the Canadian Nation-
al Railways, forbidding employees of this
system from engaging in any political activities on
pain of being discharged, has been widely enough
discussed so that its merits and demerits are pretty
well known to the working class of Canada by this
time. Hence there would be no excuse for this
article on this subject except that the writer con-
siders this order of Hanna's an epoch making order
It defines 2 new status for the working class indica-
tive of new relations growing out of that form of
economic enterprise knewn as national or govern-
ment ownership. It is true that the employees of
the €. N. R. system may entirely disregard the
. order, and go on taking active part in politics as
much as they have hitherto done. They may treat
it with both indifference- and conrempt, in which
case it loses its force. But that does not detract
from its naive significance as affording a perspective
by which one can get a line on the manner in which
men of Hanna's walk in life view the political in-
stitutions and arrangements. It is all the more im-
portaat since it comes from a government offical, a

man of authority, one who is intumately acquainted.

with all the perplexities involved in managing a

t atate indystry. ;28 snch 18
therefore, a criticism of. present govemmcntal ma-
chinery and a suggestion as to the femedy of its de-
fects. The remedy is, of courss, not suggested so
much as it is implied from the ptemise of the order.
But it is these very implications that give the order
its significance, for they point to an economic
order which some capitalists would like to see es-
tablished, and towards which we are probably drift-
ing.

Besides this, the order raises other points which
must be tantalizing to those narrow-visioned re-
formers who shut their eyes to facts and bend all
their energy to reviving an economic system that
Bas almost become a fossil. It lays bare the sophis-
try of such sycophants as Mackenzie King and ex-
poses the hypocrisy of the whole host of political
Solons whose greatest wisdom is to mouth the

- phrases of 18th century political writers. Tt shows
up the hollowness of all those schemes of reform
which- centre around the point of preserving capit-
alism just as it is, without any subtractions or addi-
tions of a fundamental character. It expresses the
sober thought of a manager of agreat capitalist
-industry, who sees some stumbling blocks which

' peeyent-the newer form of capitalism from operat-
ing smoothly.

‘What are some of thé stumbhngblocksexpnss
od and what unphatnu involved in the order?
In the first place it restricts the political privileges,
“curtails the enjoyment of constitutional liberty, (as
bourgeois writér§ would put it), of the employees
ﬂﬂ-(’.ﬂ R system. The order states the matter

M and ‘plainly. No employee is permitted to
‘take an active part inpolitics, or to accept a seat in
mt. The order. does not absofutely dis-:

the enplom of the system, though it
w fear to doing it. In this regarll
a¥uct of a pretty general movement .
gﬁm privilegés of the warkers.

) m in the States, as is

> Néw York' State L@!-

lpp_nnt that m is

_the political

the possession of political privileges by the work
mg class hinders the capitalistic management of in
dustry, more particularly of government owned in-
dustry

It will the
given to the working class only after a great strug

gle on the part of the latter, and then really not un-

be remembered that franchise was

til it was quite conclusively shown that the work
ing men were willing to accept the political ideals
of the bourgeoisie as their own and so were not
planning any revolutionary innovations in the bour-
geois state. During the time that tne ideas of the
working class were fettered by bourgeois ideals,
the vote in its hands was really an asset to the pol-
itical power of the various factions within the cap-
italist class. The franchise was freely. extended,
as each faction hoped to gain more in strength
than its opponents by such extension. Indeed, the
franchise began the sport of self-seeking politicians.
In the heat of a campaign it became the object of
barter, anmé many a person has received his fran-
chise in exchange for a definite promise that he
would vote for a given candidate. But this state
of affairs has takerm a turn over, more or less com-
plete, due to no other reason than that the working
cldss has shown a less decided inclination to follow
leadershy . Capitaiist  politicians.
Hannha's order, therefs resses a need, a want,
a danger ahead.

Hanna doesn’t want any of the employees of the
C. N. R. system to sit in parliament. He doesn’t
want the national railway spstem to be mixed up
in politics. Neither does he want the employees to
air their grievances from the floor of the House,
nor the conduct of the system to be discussed be-
fore this assembly of angust personmages. On the
other hand when Hanna wants the rates of the sys-
tem he manages raised, he doesn’t appeal to parlia
ment to grant the raise, but he lays his case béfore
the Railway Board, evidently because this body is
much more capable of examining all the facts rela-
tive to such a demand, and ‘of passing a competent
judgment on all the arguments put up both for it
and against it, than parfiament is.
efficient bedy.

Looked at from this $tandpoint, Fanna’s order is
a veiled thrust at the efficacy of parliament. In
this respect the order coafirms the statement so
often made by Socialists, that capitalist parliaments
are nothing but gas houses. They are the rendez-
vous where loquacious peliticians meet to display
their oratorical powers, or, if the poiitician is not
gifted with a pleasing power of speech, then par-
liament is the market on which he peddles his chanc-
es of getting in with the powerful and the mighty,
so that he might advance Mis own interests in re-
spect to winning a prize in the game of lifé. Parlia-
ments are essentially arenas in which ambitious
individuals play for the stakes attached to success
in politics. The real w.'k of government is but
slightly connected with nﬂnmcnt, and the discus-
sion relative to the emactment of the laws is but
formally staged before the legislative body. Very
few take parliaments sefiously except those who
have carcers at stake. The delibcrations of this
body is looked atmﬂ:mmtunptthan rever-

It is a more

'eneebymosewhommﬁeha‘tmmted with

parliamentary procedure.: Tt is only the most ig-
norant who loakm&deuamso&&enﬂn
mhodyn' r

chine has taken over another.

As often as not the
members are persuaded to vote one way or the other
by promising chances of some individual gain, than
by the persuasive eloquence of an oratorical star or

a sense of thert duty

towards their fellowmen.

There was a time when parliaments led the forces
of human progress. That was when the rising com-
mercial and industrial classes assailed the powers
and privileges of the feudal land'ords. But parlia-
ments are no longer the battle ground of the huge
conflict of classes. On the contrary they haye de-
moralized into political clearing houses where pol-
itical parties cancel obligations against each other,
the balances being settled by a brisk interchange of
célummating denunciations which are couchced in
the proverbial elegant parliamentary language.

As such bodies, parliaments can not be used to
advantage even by the class of which they are, his-
torically, the representative. They are not only in-
efficient as regards handling questicns concerning
the public weal, but thev are an extremely expen-
sive piece of machinery to keep up, considering the
work they perform. Indeed, they have become fet-
ters on the development of industry. Capitalist
do not want their affairs
mixed up with politics, for the publicity secured
through this chanmglus a poisgned snng m,u
which cripples, though it does not kill. The estab-
lishment, during recent years, of boards, commit-
tees and commissions which discuss and decide ﬁon
the real economic and industrial questions affect-
ing i1s sufficient comment on
the social value of capitalist parliaments.

The C. N. R. employees have been denied a con-
stitutional night which is theoretically guaranteed
by the political sanction of the powers that be, by
the moral sanction of the bourgeois class as ex-
pressive of their political ideals, and by the funda-
mental law of the land

promoters of industry

industrial relations,

It would hardly seem pos-
sible that a right which is fenced around by such an
array of bona-fide guarantees would be revoked.
Still this has been practically acccmplished by a
few pen strokes of a man, who has no legal powers
either to restrict, rescind or to interpret the laws,
+ man who 1s, in fact, but the head of an industrial
concern, though this concern, it is true, is one of
the largest government owned corporations'in the
world. In view of the drastic nature of this act,
one would naturally expect to see the whole Hbur-
geois class, that extolled the virtues of constitution-
al government so insistently last year during the
trial of the Winnipeg strikers, rise up as a man to
indignantly protest against such a flagrant viola-
tion of their constitutionally guaranteed rights. But
very few protests have been heard. The press, gen-
erally, condones the action on the ground that the
national railways should not be mixed yp in pol-
itics. To be consistent, the press should add that
neither should the slaves be mixed up in politics,
for a slave who has the privilege of haranguing to
the public on public matters is not as easily man-
aged as the one who has a locker on his mouth. But
the silence of the bourgeois in face ‘of this travesty
on their constitution is a scathing commeat on their
inherent hypocrisy. At the same time the worth
of their constitutional guarasntees is laid bare. For
it is very evident that though the political status of
the worker cannot be attacked on legal grounds, yet
thcsameenduneasilybetuomphshdbytskﬂn
mampuhnonatthemdhs hmuimbnuer
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Materialist Conception of

LESSON No. 8.

THE first who came nearest to writing history
from the materialistic standpoint was Buckle,
in his “History of Civilization in England.”

Buckle says: “We shall thus be led to ome wvast

question, which indeed lies at the root of the whole

subject, and is simply this: Are the social actions of
men, and therefor of socicties, governed by fixed
laws, or are they the result of either chance or super-
natural interference?” “Fortunatety,” he says, “the
believer in a possible science of history is not called
upon to hold, either the doctrine of predestined
events or that of the freedom of the will, and the
only positions I will expect him to concede are the
following. ‘That when we perform an action, we
perform it in consequence of some motive or mo-
tives, that those motives are the results of some
antecedents, and that therefore, if we were acquaint-
ed with all the laws of their movements, we could
with umerring certainty predict the whole of their
immediate results. This, unless I am mijstaken, is

the view which must be held by every man whose *

mind is nmbiassed by system, and who forms his
opinions according to the evidence exactly before
him. If, for example, I am intimately acquainted
with the character of a persom, I can irequently tell
how he will ' act under given circumstances. Should
I fail in my prediction, I must ascribe my error, not
to the arbitrary and capricious freedom of his will,
nor to any supernatural pre-arrangement, for of nei-
ther of these things have we the slightest proof,
but must be conteent to suppose, eiilrer that I had
been misinformed as to some of the circumstances
in which he was placed, or else that I had not suf-
ficiently studied the ordinary operation of his
mind. If, however, 1 wae capalbe of correct rea-
soning, and if at the sam® time I had complete
knowledge of his disposition and of all the events
of which he was surrounded, T should be able to
foresee the lme of conduct which in consequence of
those events he would adopt.”

Most people unconsciously admit thissto be cor-
rect when criticising the conduct of other people by
saying: ““You would have done likewise under the
same circumstances,” or “put yourself m his place
annd what would you have done?”

When Buckle enters into the problems of ascer-
taining the methods of discovering the laws wupon
which human action is based, he concludes that their
(ais‘ence 18 proven by the regularity of recurrence.
and then turns te statistics to prove their regularity.

He then proceeds to say what those -laws are.
“If we enquire what those physical agents are by
which the human race is most powerfully influenc-
ed; we shall {ind that they may be classed under four
heads, namely, climate, food, soil and the general
aspects of nature, by which last, I mean, thase pre-
sented chiefly to the sight, have, through the med-
idm of that or other senses, directed the associatiomr
of ideas, and hence in different countries have given
unise to different habits of national thought.”

Buckle is the first historian to show that ideas are
not the original motive power in history, but that
thought and ideas are themselves an effect, and not
a primary cause. According to Buckle, they are
the product of natural surroundings. Buckle writes
histofy on the theory that the humaa mind is not
the fre¢ agency it was thought to be, but that it is
directed by extermal forces. So far the modern
sociologists agree with him, but as to what these
forces are they do not agree with him. For, while
it is quite possible to explain upon this theory the
differences between the characteristics, customs, and
mstitutions of different coantries, the theory is and
mast be insufficiemt to explam the changes in one
and the same couatry where natural surroundings
always remain the same. The Marxian theory is,
that the mode and manner of obtaining food, cloth-
ing and shelter or, in other words, the mode of pro-
duction, distribution and exchange, is the directive
fosce in the histety of man and the most powerful
uipleaumauhognnd shaping our social jastitu-
tions.

Great as mthgmﬂmdmeonpnmnn
mmﬂwmoioviﬁmionlmdiqﬂm
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FOR BEGINNERS

graduglly grew to greater weight and importance,
and man is much more actnated by motives of soc-
iety than of nature. At the same time, subsistence
always“remains a matter of prime necessity. While
Buckle failed to see the economic factog; we will
benefit by follewing his theory a little Tonger, as he
explains quite a lot which may be overlooked. 1
pointed out that Buckle tried to discover the laws
of human action by their law of regularity and he
goes on to illustrate the uniformity of the number
of various crimes from year to year, and the amount
of letters ieft in the post dffices of London and Paris
through the forgetfulness of addressing them. An-
other point which interests us is the naumber of mar-
rlages which he says is regulated by the price of
food and wages. He fails to discover the cause of
the umifermty of all the crimes and unaddressed
letters but says, in regard to marriages: “In Eng-
land the experiences of a century have shown, that
marriages instead of having 4ny conmection with
personal feelings, that this ¥mmense social and re
ligious institution is not only swayed,
pletely controlled, by the rate of wages and the
price of food.” “The relation that subsists hetween
the price of fodd and the number of marriages is
not confined to England.
bear out the-same view.”

Buckle also points out that the marriage registrar
returns 1s a sure barometer, indicating very precise-
ly the years of prosperity and depression of a coun-
try's trade and commerce.

but is com-

The returns of France

I think we will agree,
Buckle came pretty near dxscourmg the economic
factor especially dealing with marriages.

When we come to Buckle’s analysis of the influ-
ence of nature’s physical laws, he points the eblects
that climate, food and soil had on primitive man,
and how the variousseivilizations have arisén in the
different parts of the world. He $ays' “Of all the
results Which are produced among people by their
climate, soil and food, the accumulation of wealth,
m many respects is most important. For although
the progress of knowledge accelerates the increase
of wealth, it is neyertheless certain, that in the first
formation of society, the wealth must accumulate
before the knowledge begins.” “As long as every
man is engaged in collecting his own means of sub-
sistence there will be neither leisure gr taste to fol-
low higher pursuits. In a state of society like this,
there is no wealth, agd without wealth, no leisure,
without leisure there can be no knowledge. Thus it
1s that of all the social improvements, the accumula-
uon of wealth must be the first, becaus~ ithout it
there<an be mo leisure for the acquisition of know-
ledge and this depends on the fertility of the soil
and natural environment.”

We Socialists agree with the statemens, but as
Gabriel Deville has said: “Man, like all living be-
ings, is the product of his environment, but while
animals are affected only by the natural environ-
ment, man’s brain, itself a product of the natural
environtment, becomes a cause, a creation, and
makes for man an economic environment, so that
man is acted on by two environments, the natural
environment which has made man, and the economic
environment, /which man bhas made. Now in the
early stages of human development, it is the natural
environment, the fertility of the soil, the abundance
of fish and game which 4is all imporrant, but, with
the progress of civiliation, the natural environment
loses in relative importance and the economic en-
vironment, machinery, factories and improved ap-
pliances, grows in importance until in our day the
economic environment is well nigh all important.
Hence the inadequacy of the Henry George theory,
“which places all its stress on one element of the
natural-envirenment, land, and wholly neglects. the
dominant économic environment. But while' this
cconomic_envirbnment, the dominant factor in hu-
man hife, is the child of the brain of man, man in
its creation has been forced to work within strict

’,

hmntahon;. He bad to make it ont of the materials

furnished him by ‘the natural enViunmein. and
latex by the naterd. and " the iherited
emumt. Mwﬂuh&gﬂm

Deville goes on to sdy that we do-not feglect the
intellectual factors as we are accused, biit refuse to
waste our revolutionary energy on them wheéa we
see the decisive, dominant factor, the economic
factor.

Loria, the Italian Socialist, says: “Oeographical
sociologists endeavor to explain soclety from the
standpoint of the physical environment.  Racial
peculiarities may perhaps be accounted for on these
grounds,, and there can be no doubt, that only spcial
development is strictly determined by geograp‘ical
factors ,or that the variations of different com-
munities are largely the result of differences in en-
vironmental conditions, but modern society is far
removed in time, and acquired attainments from
purely physical nature, and it is impossible any
longer to refer historical phenomena dlrcc!ly to geo-
graphical antecedents.”

Buckle claims that regular employment and en-
ergy depends on the influence of climate. He
draws attention to people living in a very northern
chmate, not so energetic or regular in habits as
people of a temperate region. The very cold north,
and at some -seasons the deficiency of daylight,ren-
der it imposible for the people to continue their work
out of doors; the people were more prone to de-
sultory habits, with a national character more cap-
ricious, than that possessed by a people living in a
temperate zone, whose climate permits the regular
exercise of their ordinary industry. He says: “It
would be difficult to canceive a greater difference
in government, laws and religion than that of Nor-
way and Sweden on the one hand, and Spain and
Portugal on the other ,but these four countries have
one thing in common. In all of them continued
agriculture is interrupted by the dryness of the sail,
by the heat, while the same effect prevails by the
severity of the cold and shortness of days im the
north. The consequence is, that these four na-
tions, while different in mady respects, are all re-
markable for a certain instability and fickleness of
character, presenting a striking contfast to the more
regular and stable habits which are established in
countries whose climate subjects the working class-
¢s to fewer interruptions and forces on them a more
constant and unremitting employment. ‘These are
the great physical causes by which the production
of wealth is governed. For there is no instance in
history of any country being civilized by its own
efforts unless it possessed one of these conditions
in a very favorable form. ' In Asia. civilization has
always been confined to that vast tract of sorl where
its richness has secured to man that wealth without
which no mtellectual knowledge or progress can
begin.” -

Buckle shows the vast belt of land extends from
egstern China to the westera coast of Asia Minor
and Palestine.
land, whaese people never made any progress, and
who, as long as they remained on this land mever
merged out of their uncivilized state. “How en-
tirely,” he says, “does this depend on the physical
nature of their country from the fact that these
Mongolians and the Tartarian hordes founded the
great monarchies of China, India and Persia gld
bave on all occasions sttained Givilizatioa in nowise

inferior to those possessed by the most flourishing

of ancient kingdoms. The festile plams of nmm

supplied the material wealth aad, there it was, these
barbarous tribes acquired for the fifst time some
degree of refinement and produced a matiomal. fiter-

ature. The Arabs ia their ewn ¢ountry, ewisg to
its physical conditiens, were a rude uncultured pec-
ple, | for, as in all otl;ers, ignorance is the fruit
of great poverty. But im the 7th century they con-
quered Persia, and the best part of Spain, and in the
9th century conquered the Pmpnb.ndm
ncarly ncarly all Imha. 2 They mm mwy

wealth, inwu founders of mxghty mﬂlu!f
ing s:hoolsnd citiumd e
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WESTERN CLARION
i

e irrigated by the Nite. This part was able
mulste weaith add there arose the Egyptian
giop: Backie says: ‘“The fertility of the soil

w most influenee in Ancient Societies, but
eivilization was influenced more by clim- -

Buckle points out the progress
y-the invasion of Mongolian and Fartarian
hages, nd in this comnection { want to. draw
i ‘b what Engel’s says in his “Origin of the

My‘r‘ 188-89-90: “What was  the mysterious

ch#fi- by which the Germans infused a néw life
inté decrepit Europet Was it - an innate magic
power Qf the German race as our jingo historians
would have.it? By no means. Of course, the Ger-
mans were a highly gifted Aryan branch and espec-
tally-at that time, in full process of vigorous devel-
opment. They did not however, rejuvepate Europe
by these specific national properties, but simply by
their barbarism, their gentile institution.
sonal efficieny and bravery, their love of liberty,
and their democratic instinct, which regarded all
public affairs as its awn affairs, in short all those
properties which the Romans had lost, and which
were alone capable of forming new states and rais
ing pew nationalities out of the muck of the Roman
world—what were they but characteristic marks of
the~barbarians in the upper stages, fruits of gen
tile constitution? 1f they transformed the antiquc
form of monogamy, mitigated the male rule in the
family and gave a higher position to women than
the classic world had ever known, what enabled
them to do so, uniess it was their barbarism? |
they comld safely transmit a trace of the genuine
gentile order, to the feuda'
state of at least three of the most important coun-
tries—Germany, North of France and England, and
thus give a local coherence and the means of resist
ance to the oppressed class, the peasants, even under
the hardest medieval serfdom, means which neither
the slaves of antiquity nor the modern proletariat
found ready at hand, to whom did they owe this
unless it was again their barbarism, their exclusive
ly barbarian, mode of settling in gentes? And in
conclusion, if they could devélop and universally in-
troduce the mild form of sérvitude which they had
been practicing at home, and which more and more
displaced slavery, also in the Roman Empire—to
whom was it due, unless it was again their barbar-
ism, thanks to which they had not yet arrived at
complete slavery, neither ia the form of ancient
slaves nor in that of the Oriental house slaves?
This milder form of servitude, as Fourter first stat-
ed, gave to the oppressed the means of their gradual
emancipation as a class, and 1s therefore far super-
ior to slavery.” “Antiquity did not know any
abolitien of slavery by rebellion, but the serfs of the
middle ages gradually enforced their liberation as a
class. Every vital and productive germa with which *
the Germans inoculated the Roman world, was due
to barbarism. Indeed only barbarians are capable
of rejuecnating a world laboring under the death
throes of unnerved vivilization. And the higher
stage of barbarism, to which and in which ‘the Ger-
mans worked their way up- previous to the migra-
tions, was best calculated_to prepare them for the
work. That explains everything.”

This per-

the mark communes,

It seems to me the Russian Revolution is an an-
alogy with the above deduction, and the backward
~ Russians with their communistic instincts so strong
Ind their communistic habits, may have given that
Jocal '¢oheérence and resistance to the oppressed class
which, Engles says, “neither the slaves of antiquity

. nor the modern proletariat found ready at hand.” I

bell,ve we could transpose Eogels and say in re-
gard to the Russians: “Tigir pemnal efficiency
lnd brmr‘y their love for ﬂbcrty aud their démo-
* cratic instinct due to their backwardness (barbar-
. isnl),: théir commune customs, give them their
m.oﬁmshns,:ndmtowhamndm
m it vas: daf bdtw, m to whfdl

s
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Capitalism

APFTALISM is a system of commodity pro-
Cduction for profit. It is a system which ex-

nibits feattires that are distinctly different.
and develops contradictions that‘are jiactling when
~th au as systems that sprung
up and disappeared from human society.

For instance, all that science has been able to do
in the development and improvement of this won
* derfully intricate machinery of wealth production;
all that economy can devise for the elimination of
wasted labor; all that education can do fo make
the workers more adaptable and familiar with all
its-parts has been done. With'the result that com-
modities are piled up much amore rapidly than they
can be consumed, demand never keening pace with

cofparcu

Prvovas

the supply, 2 surplus accumulates awaiting buyers,
and the producers (tommodities also) are a sur-
plus in the markets, likewise awaiting buyers

Yet in spite of the immense development and im
provement in the productivity of this machine, de
spite the many labor-saving devices applied to it,
the cheese-paring policy of economy ingthe amount
of labor needed for its operation, there is the most

stupendous waste, from a worker’s point of view, in
labor put to the most useless forms of production;
an abyssmal ignorance displayed in the repair of a

brokeg exchange system.

Take. for example, the millions of workers

throughout the world engaged in the productjon of
for human ills, the thousands
inducing

nostrums, “cure-alls”
of workers burning daylight writing ads.,

people to buy them.

In the production of a well-known brand %f pills
three cents pays for the labor and material needed
in a box, but twenty-five cents is paid for the sell-

ing
in view of the

rapidly than “curicants.”

A low standard of living; the production of food-

stuffs from decomposing matter;

hospitals and prisons than there is room for.

Churches are built and a number of mannikins
are selected for the production of states of hypnosis
in the people, helped by the spinal thrilling tones of

organ; the soft lights and shades of the build-

ing, the mipds of the people are controlled by these

“spellbinders.”

But the thoughts, ideas, opinions, and morals of
men and women are the product of their environ-
The nature of a2 man’s work will determine
And in spite of the
multiplicity of churches and schisms, crime and

ment.
the nature of his ‘thoughts.=

moral depravity grow much faster,

religion.

The war proved that a fourth of the world’s work-
ers could keep immense armies and navies supplied
clothing and mwmitions, keep a fourth

with food,
engaged on the production of non-essentiak,

living.

But these contradictions i in the efﬁcnency and the

inefficiency of capitalism are not the only ones.

In 1914, trade between dl countries ran along
smooth lines, no worries in the world of finance in-
terrrupted the even flow of export and import trade.
A dollar’s worth of commodities in those days pur-.
¢hased a dollar's worth from elsewhere in return.
Today, conditions have changed; the “pound ster-
and the “mark” have depreciated
The manufacturers in these countries are

ling,” “the ffanc,”
in value.
in a dilemma.

The. British merchants ¢an not trade with the
merchants of the United -States  with the “pound
sterling” gooted (at the time this is written) at
$3.50, when formerly, during"1914, it was worth in
1ants must send

dtﬁerenee in

New York $487 The Bnﬁﬂt nmie

From a workers’ point of view this is useless,
fact that human ills increase more

the crowding of
the slwuos and. tenements, whigh slaves are pleased
to call homes, th€ sight of great poverty in one class
and greater wealth in another will produce  more
diseases and anti-social vices than there are doctors
and police enough to deal with them, fill more

become so
strong and healthy that a type is bred, immune to

to-
gether with a swarm of useless parasites in luxury
and all that makes life, for such a breed, worth

are in a similar position. ‘Hence the export trade of
all countries has almost stopped. Ships and freight
trains are taken off their runs, tied up in ports and
running sheds, their crews now members of the un-
employed. The depr: . A

throws the industrial machine out of gear; and al-
most stops the works.

Capitalism has produced its experts in every
trade and science, specialists trained in the univer-
sity and tried out in the field of experience. And
these specialists, men of finance, political econom-
ists, are called to a conference with the representa-
tives of capttalism,a nd there askéd for a solution of
the problem. As well might capitalism call in some
imbeeile from the street and ask him to resfore the
currency once more to if& former position. All that
these wizards could advise was produce, produce,
and save and save. But, acting on this advice, we
have produced and saved, and saved, for more than
a year. And the pile that has been produced and
saved everywhere is higher than Mont Blane, a
mountain of junk, that nobody can buy, so strong
has become the habit of thrift throughout the 'world.

But each part of this beautifully sleek machine
is of an extremely delicate nature and so dependent
one part upon another. Export trade affects home
trade, as the loss of a limb affects all other parts of
the body, and a period of unemployment faces the
workers of the world such as was never known in
history. And capitalism, knowing this, knowing
also that it must continue to feed its slaves or per-
ish, prepares for war, the only method by which
trade can be produced when all other methods fail.

»,Ominous reports eirculate in- the press, of war in
the East; the United States and Japan will fight
as the best means of deciding who shall exploit
China. A world war may be the outcome, and the
slave class can prepare-itself for the shambles. Or
it can prepare to participate in a struggle for the

ownership of the means of life. R.K.
. o
SAN FRANCISCO WORKERS OPEN NIGHT
SCHOOL '

“The Rank and File,”
It may be late in the year for school to open, but
At least that is the
idea which actuates the men and woinen who are
that

(From Frisco,

“it i1s better late than never.”

determined the workers in the bay district
shall have a school of their own. .,

Such a school is no longer a possibility; it is a
reality. Tt opened its doors last night at 566 Ful-
ton street, San Francisco, and a large and enthus-
1astic class was enrolled. Thase who desire to at-
tend the scho6l and were not able to be present at
the preliminary meeting sh(;ulq be present next
Tuesday night, when actugl instruction will cqm-
mence '

Class in Economics.

The school is starting with one class. and the sub-
ject which will pe taught is the most vital one for
The obiect of

the class is to draw young men and women in the

Labor to study, namely economics

labor movement together to studv in order to gain
an understanding of society as it exists today. The
school 1is strictly Marxian, and will be conducted
on the same lines as Karl Marx conducted his
school in London. Tuition will be free. All con-

trikutions will be purely voluntary and a student
will give only if he can afford to.

. One of the many novel features of the school will

be the low charge which will be made for text
books. No book will cost over twenty cents, and
only one book at a time will bc studied.

McDonald t6’ Teach.

The school is fortunate in securing Jack McDoa-
ald for its teacher. McDonald was formierly active
in the labot movement im Canada, and has often con-
tributed to the: “Western Clarion!” which is the
official organ of the.Sotialist Party of Canada. Me-
Donald tanght with marked success a class in In-
dustrial Histary at thé People's Institutute of this
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UNRESR
R ’

EPORTS from all sections of the capitalized
world today demonstrate unsettled condi-
tions in towns, provinces and individual countries,
Unemployment, as an item of news from all parts
is, if not actually a headliner, at least a persistent
worrying' news item, too prevalent universally to
hide from the public eye, and too threatening .a fact

of present everyday life to direct attention to.
From Great Britain we have reports of the seiz-
ure of public buildings by armies of self-disciplined
unemployed men. Here and there in the press re-
ports we can discern a gleam of understanding as
to their position as wage-workers shewn by the un-
employed workers themselves. Not so very many
years have passéd, not more than ten, since the un-

" employed workers of the’Clyde area—now herald-

ed as the cradle of revolt in Britain—marched in
procession demanding the “right to work.”

The change in the unemployed worker’s attitude
on the matter of employment as an essential means
te his livelihood, his apparent determination to eat
and shelter himself “somehow,” his* indifference to
the ethics of authority (irrespective os,ms respect
for its repressive capacity), engender insthe appoint-
ed rulers of society, in the governmental offices
municipal, provincial and federal something akin
to panic. [t is true that the great mass of the peo-
ple, employed and unemployed, do not understand
the causes underlying the circumstances that test
their forbearance and that provoke their hiseries,
yet they show a tendency everywhere to align them-
selves together in the hour of need. It is true too
that temporarily alleviating circumstances in times
of industrial crisis, while tending to rehieve distress
show also the shallow depth of the general uuder-
standing, or even of the general desire to under-
stand. At the same time, workers banded together,
wherever they -may be and to whatever extent their
understanding may reach, if they are determined
that they shall have food and shelter whether they:-
work or not, constitate a menace to the State that
its officials cannot igpofe. They do not ignore it
either, but they try, of course, to shift responsibility
from Bne department to another in the machinery of
government, civic, provincial and federal. Gener-
ally they agree upon a plan of divided responsibil-
ity in the matter of expendituces for relief and re-
hef work ®

The capitalist era has so concluswely demonstrat-
ed time and again, the capacity of the machinery of
wealth production in operation to produce more than
the aventdes and channels of the world’s market can
consume in the same time, that the proposals put
forth to “cure” unemployment, which is the essen-
tial outcome of the increased productivity of labor,
serve to demonstrate the mental bankruptcy of the
politicians, press agents and industrial commissions
i 3

Stated briefly, the cure-all is more work, actord-
ing to the official pronouncements. Productive
labor has given rise to present circumstancecs ; more
work can do no more than intensiiy the problem.
The problem must exist as long as the causes that
produce it exist. That should be obvious to the
man who is looking for the solution. Many men
there are, of course, whose interests lie with those
who are the owners of the wealth of society today,
who understand the contradictions. 'It is to their
interest to hide the facts and to offset as far as pos-
sible all efforts made towards the enlightepment of
the workers. In this respect the press hirelings °

&
g’ &

-

play the star part. The Socialist, wherevér his
needs and interests may direct him, and. 'p.t.e er
form his activities may take, devotes himself to
demonstrating the facts of life to his fellaws and to
furnishing the groundwork for an understanding of
events and the causes that give rise to them. In a
world of unrest, in the final culmination of all its
problems, that leaven of understanding will make
easier the solution.

0%

SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA
Dominion Executive Committe—To S. P. of C.
Locals.

This is a report of D. E. C. activities covering the
period for six months ending 31st December, 1920.
Having a membership of seven, the committee held
eleven regular meetings and one special meeting,
with -an average attendangce of 5.9.

During this period the circulation of the “West-
ern Clarion” reached 6,500 at its highest, gradually
falling to 4,500. This is caused sthrough the clos-
ing down of camps in the mining and lumbering in-
dustries mainly, apd through the falling off in bun-
dle orders. Individual orders, and single subscrip-
tions, have shown a tendency to increase.

During this_period there have been published
5000 S. P. of and 5,000
Causes of War.”

A\ffiliated locals of the Party total fourteen. B.
C.. 4: Alberta, 6; Manitoba, 2; Ontario, 2. The total
party membership is still unknown, owing to the
fact that no Iocal. with the exception of ILocal
(Victoria) No. 2 has complied with sec 5, art. 2, of
the Party constitution. This was mentioned in
our report for the period ending '30th June, 1920.
\Wehave not yet had any response:

An orggnizer has been maintained in the field
ior three months between Vancouver and Edmon-
ton during this period, and one for a period of one
month in B. C.

In the B. C. Elections, held on the 1st December,
we had six candidates in Vancouver, and one in
Prince Rupert. The highest vote polled in Van-
couver by the highest candidate of any party was
17.156 votes. The highest vote polled by our can-
didates was 3,134, and the lowest 1446. Thé re
sult of she Prince Rupert poll was 676 for the
Socialist candidate, the highest vote polled being
1,501, for the government candidate.

In response to a call for a referendum of the
Party membership from Local (Winnipeg) No. 3,
on the matter of affiliation with the Third Interna-

“Manifesto,” ‘Economic

tional, the committee enquired from various locals
as to wether or not they desired that a referendum
should be taken. As a result of the information re-
ceived, the committee decided to take a referendum
vote of the Party membership, and to first print the
terms of affiliation as laid down in the second con-
gress of the Third International, and to call for
discussion, for and against, so that the Party mem-
bership may become acquainted with all details in
the matter. Locals also, it is hoped, will arrange
for discussion among their members.

The following cash statement has been exam-
ined and found correct by Comrades Earp and
Kavanagh, appointed by Local No. 1 as auditors:—

INCOME

Main Fund .............. . .$ 20479
Literature sas 1129.78
Manftoba .Pmp‘nnch . 38.70
C. M. O’ Brien Defence 85.85
Clarfon Bubs ........... : "822.21
Clarion Maintenance Fund 256.80
Clarion Accounts . 804.38
Dues Stamps and Suppnee 113.25

$3504.76
Balance from June 877.45

$4388.21

EXPENDITURE.

Supplies, postage, express, mailing etc. ............ $ 363.44
TREMBINED o brrienirsbiabosssssonnssensaveedessessha ..240.6¢
Printing, Technical Press, Ltd. ..............cc.... 17T13.28
WHRESS .cvnpocncesesssssotsaccsonassassivcnnsi 814.00
Manitobn Propaganda . ............ ... c0ieiaeren 74.23
Bank Account recharged ..{.........ccccc.0uaen i... 3088

082.63
Balance at Bank 31st December ...........cccvesvue «387.38
Cash on hand 31st December ............ccconvuennns 12.35
{ $4383.21

Thmrcportutssuednndertheauthontyof the
D E. C, Vancouver, B. C., 24th January, 1921.
. EWEN MacLeod, Secretary.

.

That rummatmg creature Well knowu to_ ks
ists as the “Prairie Land Slave,” is getting:quite
excited over the future prospects of his kind> The:

‘fast declining prices of cereals—owing to ,
duction—is fairly getting his goat. To adom

to injury, the banks refuse to extend any.
credit, only to a favored few who happen
better circumstances. Not only is this the &
the generous loans given to hard working; thﬁftf 3
and fruitful hayseeds, during the last few years of '
the so-called prosperity, are being collected with an
iron hand. i

The financial barons, whose vision of world thaos -
may not be very penetrating, know very well that
there is something wrong, or going to happen. The °
result of this is inevitable; bankrupicy to many,
and general discontent and the advocacy of new
stunts and schemes among the rank and file of the
farming element

The W. F. A. W. G. G. combine, are in the midst *
of a new drive, to the tune of $.00 per new member,
which sum will entitle him to political and wheat
pooling privileges, calculated to free him from all
the ills and troubles his bovine l](‘sh is heir to in
No doubt thousands of land slaves
The stress of economic
conditions at this time, makes them easy victims for
place hunters, political heelers, and other riff-raft
misfits of the bourgeoisie polifical creeds.

That slovenly, creeping, compromising, literature .
known as “Farmers Journals,” all over this contin-
ent, whose prating over free trade and co-operation,
lielps to confuse the already hazy outlook of the
trawny son of toil, their God-fearing, law abiding
sentiments, together with the glorious “dogma of
tcil” has long kept him bound fast with the shack-
les of slavery. Yes, slavery, for him and his female
partner and their offspring. The more of them the
merrier for .the loan and mortgage companies, and
their 1lk.

The rural schools with their six

1

the “future,”
will part with their dollars.

months in the
year, miseducation of the rising generation of land
slaves, with a young slip of girl teacher, who first of
all instills plenty of patriotic hum-bug into their
plastic- young brains, along with meagre doses of
perverted history, are paving the way for the con-
tinued misery, and dense ignorance of those who
toil, that a favored scheming few may live in ease
and luxury.

Isolated from all social intercourse, cut adrift
from the beautiful things that make life worth liv-
ing, we cannot expect him to be anything else than
what his environment has made him. OIld tradi-
tions and customs die hard, and the hayseed's ide-
clogy belongs to the distant past. It cannot be re-
conciled with the ramifications of modern capital-
ism, which is rapidly changing.

The farmers are moving, but they know not the
forces that make them move for self-preservation. -
They won't accept proletariat class knowledge just
yet, they are bent on renovating the present system,
which is physically impossible. A few years with-
out war to stimulate markets will bring them to
a knowledge of their true position in society.

DONALD MACPHERSON.
‘0

C. M. O'BRIEN DEFENCE FND

Wait for Precedent in Case of O’Brien
Rochester, N. Y.—It is unlikely, according to Dis-

trict Attorney wm.a:}. F. Love, that arles
M. O’Brien, arrested at the Labor Lyceum on De-
cember 8, 1919 on a charge of criminal anarch
will go to trial until a New York case, similar u§
that of the Rochester man’s is decided in the courts.
Mr. Love declared yesterday afternoon that the
\ngYork case had a direct bearing on O’Brien’s.

rien was charged with distributi phlets
entitled “Pamphlet No. 1, Manifesto :gdp.m
Constitution—Report of ‘the Commumst Interna-
tionale, Communist Party of America, Ch m,"_v'

but it is the contention of the defendant al- -
though he may have sold the books, he does not

necessarily have to believe in the contents of the
pamphlet itself.
in favor of the defendant, it is likely that the Roch-
ester authogjties will ask for a dismissal of the in-
dictment’ against O’Brien, as there would be &
nscmtrymgthccuemtbelower courts,

have a conviction, if a jury found sueh,

the higher courts. G
Previously wledged, w.SS P T
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N déaling with the S. P. of C. and affiliation
with the Third International, Comrade Kap-
*3 is far =~ ~hausting t»~ -~~~ as to

_affiliation. The three which he deals with are of

no importance, and could not justify rejection of
the terms imposed. However, the entirg question
is joined, like all working class questions; strikes,
fiew unionism, etc, with the universal question of

* class appropriation, and whether we accept or reject

the terms of the Communist International we will
find our action will be used by master class hire-
lings to master class purposes. The S. P. of C.
however, has never wavered in its faith of Russia
since the March revolution; and come what will, no
apology is required of our past.

We achieved this singular distinction by looking
upon the world is ¥ really is, and not as we would
like it to be, and if we make our choice now, by the
same rule, wé can:

“Let the Dervish flout,
Of our base metal may be filled a kay
That shall unlock the door he howls without.”

Let us take the third point of Comrade Kaplan's
article’

“The joining of the Third International
would involve submission to dictation from
Moscow as to tactics to be adopted locally,
under peculiar local conditions, which only
local knowledge and observation could pro-

rly determine or dictate.”

This is worth discussing; but our comrade de-

liberately ignores the issue on the plea that cer-
tain - fundamental tactics “are too well known to
need_detailing here,” which is precisely what they
do need. A detailing and examination of
tactics must be undertaken, together with an exam-
ination of our position.

In the “Clarion,” issue of January Ist, the con-
ditions for joining the Third International are laid
down. These conditions are “the most precise,”
and they are laid down for the purpose of safe-
guarding the new International against the fate of
the old. In reply to a direct questiog from the
British Independent Labor Party, the E. C. of the
Communist International stated that those parties
wishing to join must adhere to, and govern their
actions by the eighteen points laid down. So that
we must take that fact into consideration when we
are discussing the terms for admittance. They are
precisely as they appear in the eighteen points.
None of these points come undér the exemptions
suggested by local conditions, as the E. C. says in
its reply to the I. L. P.

“The program of Communism is the formu-
lation of the general conditions for the devel-
opment of the world revolution in capitalist
countries.”

these

It is by this program,—these eighteen points, we

ate _bound if we -pp’- for admivawcc. 1ge
first question for us to decide then is: How
far do these eighteen points coincide with
our programme and manifesto; and ' to what
extent are we prepared tochange, or modify

these declarations, should it be necessary? Our

activities to date have been govetned by the prin-
ciples of what has become generally known as the

Marxian philosophy. Our understanding of this
has led us to maintain a strictly educational pro-

gram. We have assumed the position that the de-

velopment of capitalism would engender revolu

tions; and that an understanding of society, econ-
omic and historic, would secure the working class
against precipitate and futile actcion. We believ-
ed that the which
mould society, was the surest way to preserve soc
tety and eradicate those evils peculiar to slave sys
And to the furthering of this understanding

we directed all our energy.

an understanding of forces

ems

That this programme has beén oi some value is
cvidenced in the fact that we were not swept into
cither of the two maelstroms which engulfed al-
most every Secialist party in existence,—the patri
otic and the pacifist,—against which the Third In-
ternational rails so strongly. Also that the de-
mands im the terms we are discussing, regarding
the removal of reformers and their ilk, have been
long anticipated by our party. We have no
“Right, Left and Centre,” groups to contend with

In accepting the eighteen points we would have
to change this position, and indulge in all manner
of tactics which heretofore we have looked upon
as, to say the least, futile.

Take the first point: “The daily p-opaganda must
bear a truly communist character.”
formed what this is, but we are told we must “de-
nounce not only the bourgeoise, but its assistants,
the reformers of all shades and color.” All very
well ; but to what end?! And how far does mere de-
nunciation lead to convictioh ?

Ia Vancouver during the late Provincial election.
and in any other centre we care to examine, we
find men actually convicted of the grossest public
dishonesty, and roundly denounced., yet when the
votes are counted, are near the top of the poll. De-
nunciation rarely convinces, and we have always
given it a subordinate place in our propaganda,
though it has its uses, and we don’t overlook them.

The second point calls upon us “lo remove sys-
tematically and regularly from all responsible posts
in the Labor movement, (party organizations, edit-

We are not in- -

or’s office, labor unions, parliamentary faction, co-
uperatives,
pafisans of the centre, and to replace them by Lom-
munists, without troubling about the facts that in
the beginning it might be necessary to replace ex-
perienced men by rank and file workmen.”

Here we come into direct conflict with our former
position. Apart from its ultimate utiiity, which is
doubtful, such activity
us in a series of bitter struggles that would hamper
and in the end nullify our educational work, which
1s of the

would immediately involve

we believe utmost importance. Further-

more, it would use up all the precious time and
y, at present limited enough, for the

are engaged in

energ work we

Turning to point eight we are again brought into
conflict with our principles
the

The emancipation of
wage slave from his bondage
colonial

1S our aim, and
just as foolish
“international

liberation movements are

and quite as futile as

arbitration,”
which we are called upon to “
the

throw of capitalism

systematiclly denior-

strate to workmen,” without an over-

1s folly
I cannot see how colonies can
be liberated,and to what advantage, if capitalism still
workers of Russia realize that
they could hardly have been treated worse under a
colonial government than they were under the Czar.
And so far as my own experience goes. capitalism is
the only evil,

rules Surely the

neither to be augmented or dimin-

isned by monarchial, republican, imperial or col .n-*

ial government.  These ar: but the £ rms of ruling

class governments ; they are purely ruling class con-

cerns: they are of infinitely less importance ¢han,
for inst.i-ce, internatienal fisarmament, and cer-
tainly no cuncern of a class conscious slave.

I'hat will be enough for the present, but let it be
ciearly anderstood that I do not consider rejection
ol these fecrms implies any disagreen.ent with the
methods and purposes of the Bolsheviki. So far
as any assistance we can give to them is concerned.
we will contribute a hundredfold to their security
by informing the working class of the Marxian phil-
osophy in contrast to the feeble support our joining
the International and its manifold activities, would
occasion.

According to the Theses in the “Clarion,” Jan.

Ist, many elements of thought joined the Third In-
ternational after its first congress, when no terms
No doubt they had
some influence in the second congress, and I have
no doubt that the third congress will see a change
in the terms and program.

for admittance were required

But in the meanwhile,
not on our desires,

let us continue to do business,

but on working class needs.

1. HARRINGTON.

DECISION IN UNITED STATES COURT.

Washingtan, Jan. 3.—The United States Supreme
Court today handed downts first extensive inter-
pretation of sections of the-Clayton Act aimed to
protect trade umions from court injunctions.
decision was unfavorable to labor.

-In dissenting from the majority opinion, Justice
Bnndels said the decision renders futile an effort
continued more than 20 years to place employers
and employed on an equal basis before the law.

. 0:

ANTISTRIKE BILL PASSES THE SENATE

%
‘
b

The

'Wuhlngton, December 16—The Senate passed
- thaPoindexter bill making strikes which interfere

" - with interstate commerce crimes.

mwmmmm;my

2 ;;ﬁga_hueby a fine of $10,000, or 10 years' im-

>

en_qanaﬁon"dmypuna to hinder

REED WANTS TO KNOW WHY BIG SUM
WAS SPENT.

Washington, Jan. 4—Forty millions of the one
hundred and fifty millions of dollars apropriated by
Congress for European relief was spent “to keéep
the Polish army in the field,” Senator Reed, Demo-
crat, of Missouni, today declared in the Senate dur-
ing an economy discussion. Senator Reed said he
had documents in his office to support his statement
and he promised to discuss them later.

Congress, Mr. Reed said, gave the $150,000,000
into the hands of “a single gentleman,” whom the
Missouni Senator did not name.

“This gentleman, with unblushing effrontery,”
the Senator continued, “tells us in a report that he
spent $40,000,000 for the support of the Polish army
which was engaged in a -war we never authorized
and with a nation with which we were at profound
peace.”

‘Senators Borah, Brandegee and others asked for
further information regarding the expenditures and
Senator .Reed said that his documentary matter
stated the $40,000,000 was spent to keep the Polish
army in the field.” His information, he added, did
not disclose whether the money was given to the
~commander of the Pohshﬁotceaorspentmfoedmg
'the aul popnhhon. 3

SMOKER- VANCOUVER
February 11th

BENEFIT OF CLARION
MAINTENANCE FUND

Vancouver Local No. 1 is going to hold a
Smoking Concert in the Headquarters, 401
Pender Street East, on Friday evening, Feb-
ruary 11th. The committee who are in charge
of the arrangements intend to make the affair
an attractive and memorable occasion. An
orchestra will be in atfendance, also a fine
array of falent, vocal and otherwise. Nut brown
ale and proletarian sandwiches will be served,
but everyone must supply their own smoking. -
The tickets will be on sale two weeks before
the date of the concert, and the price will be

Let’s go!

municipalities, etc.), all reformists and
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\ Pamphlet Published by the All-Russian Central
Councit of Trade Uniens, Moscow, 1920

ng the Tzarist regi:nc the developmente
of the co-operatives in" Russia was very slow.
< The Tzanst government was airaid of any kind
of Socralist movement, however moderate. It did
éverything n its power to hinder cvery kind of man-
ifestation of social independence, the development
of every kind of socital organmization. It.therefore
could begin its work only upon coufirmation of its
code, which ia its turn depends upon the rehabihty,
from the point of view of the Government of the
men who are the initiators of the conccern. Tt took
mounths and at times even a whole year to obtain
this confirmation. The police, the gemdarmery and
every official kept a strict watch

on the activity of
the co-operative members. A special permit had
to be obtained from the chief of the local pelice upon
every occasion that a general meeting was to be
called. This official was authorized to confirm the
#genda, he was present at the meeting and con-
trolled the discussions. Most particularly of all
was hindered the educational and cultural work of
the co-operatives.

It 1s easy to anderstand that the development of
the* co~operative movement during the Tzarist re-
gime was exceedingty stow.

On Jamuary Ist, 1914, there were only about 10
or Il thowsand of Co-operative Societies, consist-
ing of me more than about one and a half million
members. This shows that on the average each
society counted only abowt 150 members. But even
this sumber may be said to be an exaggeration, as
many members of the Co-operative Societies were
such enly on paper, in reality, thcy were buying
elsewhere, did mot attend meetings, and. generally
did not in any way show their interest in the work.

The was has immensely influenced the develop-
ment of the Russian Co-operative movement. A
fcw months after its outbreak the war-was felt by
a rise of prices and the disapearance of goods from
the open market, as the result of their hoarding by
merchant speculators.

A time came when certain goods became quite un-
obtainable. This speculation of the merchants ex-
cited a strong indignatieon among the poorer classes.

Neither the Tzar's Government nor the Muncip-
alities actually disposed of these inerchants, and
did practically nothing to stop these speculations.

The discontent of the population grew and it
led to the wrecking of shops. This popular excite-
ment overjthe Tzar's Government sought to adopt
somme measures for pacifying the population.

The Government decided to sacrifice the inter-
ests of the small traders in order to protect the in-
terests of l&rge eapitalists.

Leaving intact the speculatton “on top,” the gov-
erument tock measures to prevent the speculation of
small traders.

The task of distribution of products of primary
necessity (sugar, flour, etc.) was-given over to co-
operative organyzations. On the other hand the
government began to lessen the obstacles, which it
had previously placed in the way ol organization
of mew Co-operatives, or of the work of such already
existing.

The result was a perceptible growth of the num-
ber of co-operative societies even before the advent
of the revolution.

The February revolution destroyed all external
obstacles to the development of the co-operation.
New societies could be founded without hindrance,
just as freely could all co-operatives develop their
work.

The number of co-operative soctetles and mem-
bers grew quickly. On January lst, 1918, there ex-
isted about stq)entive socteties with a mem-
bership of about nine millions.

The business turnover of the co-opcn{xve societies
m 1913’ amounted te only 250 thousand roubles,

whilst in' 1917 they reathed six to seven
of roubles. AN

The Provisional Government coniinued to hand
over to the cp-operative socicties ‘the work of dis-
tributing products to the population. In the sum-
,mer of 1917 it made use of the co-operatives in the

distiibtition of textile goods. But the government

streme-right”

- 1sts”

actéd rather irresolutely and took only half-meas-
ures, for it still protected the interests of the bour-
geoisie.

Until the February revolution the Russian co-
operative declared as one of its principles—non-
partisanship, but this was only doue out of fear of
police repressions,

But im fact the Russian co-operative movement
was always a- moderately opposition movement, be-
ing a mixture of a hiberal Social reform movement,
and the weakest milk-and-water Sociahsm.

1t was a petty-bourgeois movement, and the Intel-
ligentzia played in it the leading part.

The fall of the Fsar's Government gave to the co-
operative movement the possibility of throwing off
the veil of pohtical non-partisanship

\fter the February revolution the to-operative
movement stepped epenly on the arena of political
life. The so-called “Central Unions” of co-opera-
tive societies, begins to edit its poiitical newspaper,
the well known co-operator Prokopovich taking the
editorial chair. This newspaper defended an “‘ex-
policy of arf Zgreement and co-operation®
with the bourgeoisie.

The whole power of its cualtural, ‘educational and
instructional aparatus the Russian Co-operative gave
to the defense and propagation of the tendency, at
the head of which was Kerensky.

On the first Congress of workers co-operatives,
which took place in Moscow, in Auvgust, 1917) this
role of the co-operation was quite openly acknow-
ledged in the numerous local reports.

Even the standpoint of the “Compromisers-Social-
seemed too radical to the Co-operators. “I
would rather chop my hand off, before 1 give in an
election bulletin for the Menshivik party!” said Mr.
Kouskova, then well known as a co-operator and
joining by his opinions to tRe right wing of the
Mensheviks; for the Constituent Assembly just
before the elections

The Co-operators tried fo inaugurate their own
political party.’still more moderate than the Men-
sheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries.

At the election for the Constituent Assembly they
came forward with their own lists, but did not suc-
ceed m getting in any of their candidates.

The October Revolutien, which has given the
power to the proletariat, did not touch the co-oper-
ative movement at the beginming.

Although knowing the openly hostile attitude of
the leaders of the co-operative movement to the
Soviet government the latter decided the question
in 2 way favorable to the co-operation, i.e., in the
sense of preferring the co-operative apparatus to
private-trading. This is proved by the report of
the Provisional Committee of South Russia to Den-
ikin, where it was clearly stated, that the Bolsheviks
“tried during two years to attract the co-operative
movement to their work, but did not succeed in it.”

The leaders of the co-operatives did not want to
acknowledge the actual advent of th: Workers’ Re-
volution. They hoped that the triumph of the Bol-
sheviks would be of a short duration, and expected
daily” their downfall.

Under these circumstances the Soyie{ Government
kad no other alternative than the establishment,
alongside of the co-operative trade, of its-own dis-
fributing apparatus in the form of the Soviet (State)
Supply Shops.

But such a duplication in the work of two organ;
izations has a bad effect on the work.

Instead of one apparatus, two had to be construct_
ed. There were frequent conflicts between the
two' organizations.

Thetefore the Soviet Government has resolved to
make the Co-operative Societies serve the needs of
the entire population.

The Decree of the 12th April, 1918. is the first step |

in this direction; by ordering, that the Co-operative
Societies, although still keeping their old regulation
of dccepting voluntary members, must, aw same,
serve the whole population in the way
distribution  of products .
This Decyee also lowers the nbscnpuot—fec for
those who want to enter as members into a co-op-
Private trade had to pay 5 per cent. on the gross

general

C&operatlves and the Sovaet Qavemment

turnover, whilst the
freed from this tax.

‘Fhe Decree allows them to elect into the Bardt
cf Management of Co-operative Societies printate
iraders and generally persons connected wvth the
private trade .

Thus the Decree of the 12th of Apsil leaves the
co-operative movement indepemdent as before, bu:
1t Dies only to make use of its aparatus in onder to
make it serve the whole population.
=03

HANNA'S ORDER.

(Continued from page 1) - -~
of the masters to shear the slave of some of his
pOW(:I' of resistance. Capitalism is in such a posi-
tion today that it can stand only a moderate amount
This is especially true of such in-

co—opcrzti ve societics were

of resistance
They are inl
Not having

dustries as that represented by Hanna.
the transitional stage to a nmew form.
fully adapted thenselves to the conditions of their
new form, they are very sensitive to any obstacle
which hinders their adaptation. The demands which
the working class are continuously making on the
aapitalist class is the greatest of these obstacles. It
is realty the insistency and, at the same time, the
continuously increasing forcefulness of these de-
mands that have prompted certam capitalists to en-
trench themselves behind the protbcﬁng wing of
government power in the form of state ownership.
So as to make their new position all the more
secure they want to deny the workers alf voice in
This is log-
ical enough, as no one wants his enemy harbored in

the government that protects them.

the same fort as he himself takes pefuge in.
C. M. CHRIST]ANSEN.

o *

PLATFORM -

———

Socialist Party of
- Canada

h.mmm:m-m.-hn.

Be long as the eapitalist class femaing in p
reins of government, all the powers of the State

te et wnd defend it righty in means
-m;—_mummuumdm.

Therefore, we call ali werkers to organise uader the

olthﬂnhlht?ﬂydm'iﬁ&nﬂ.dd

ing the pelitical p w for the p of sstting wp and ew-

forcing Che u—-d."—odihwﬂ'“ &8

follows: -~

. 1. The tressformation es as possitle, of agpr .
italist property in the means of wealth preduction
(natursl reseurces fsctories, mills, reilvcads, ots.)
into cellective means of predustion.

8. The establishment, as speedily as possible, of pre-
dustion for use instend of gyedustion for prelit '

"'f

0
C. M. Christiansen, $4; W. Churchill, $1; Soused -

(per.Kavanagh), $1; R. Themas, 50c; Drin-
. Pherson, $3; C. W. Pilgrim, §1. |

Far e

Above C. M. ¥, Contributions received mlﬁf'

to 26th January, mdme. total $103).
o

2. The Grpenizatien sod menagunest of Dullsiey by |
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Innocents Abroad

-

< London, jauuary 3rd, 1921.
Te the Editor of the “Western Clarion.”

Delr Comrade .—

I have been in England for a considerable time,
3nd -have watched the Movement very carefully in
order to be able to supply you with irformation of a
reliable nature.

About a month ago I went to hear a lecture deliv-
ered dby Sir Sidney Olliver. , The lecture was en-
titled “A Colonial Policy for Labor.” The only
place he spoke of was East Africa, and he informed
the audience that when the Labor Party got con-
trol they would teach the natives how to work more
scientically thaam they do at the present time. |
asked a few questions, which he said he could not
uaderstand, because the drift of them was to the
effect that we-had no business interfering in either
East Africa or any other country. I came away
with the impression, since canfirmed, that the Labor
Party s becoming more and more hourgeoisie, and
that the blooming Empire will be as safe in their
haads as in the hands of the Coalition Government.

I had an interview with Jowett, of Bradford, and
also with Bob Smillie. Jowett is a broad minded
man, and his experience ‘in the Movement has
caused him to perceive that capitalism contains
within it a contradiction that will eventually de-
stroy it. He puts his idea of the present situation
m these words: “Things are rapidly appraaching a
crisis, and when the bteakdow;l comes, we shall
have a fundamenul change.’

Bob Smillic was gemal, frank and open. He
losked well, and much younger than I expected. I

- endeavored to make him acquainted with the under-

currents of Canadian and American politics, and he
took careful note of what I said. I was introduced
to Framk Hodges, who happened to be in the office,
and I tried to get them to realize the necessity of
keeping Thore in touch wWith ‘the Movement in the
West.

The Plebs outfit, i.c., the Labor Callege, received
me most cardially, and I admired their method of
teaching so much that I made arrangements with
them to have some literature sent to you. They
are much oa the same lines as the S. P. of C.

I had an interview with the Letvian repfsenta-
tive, and also the Esthonmian ambassador, in order
that I might obtain a little information about Rus-
sia. Both these men are anti-Bolsheviki, and there-
fore their opinions are to be viewed from that angle.
They both stated that Lemin and his colleagues
were sincere and honest men, and their ideas were
to the cffect that the force of circumstances had
compelled the Bolsheviki to take the steps they did:

. Their opjnion was that the Communists would con-

tinue to control Russia, but that they would not be
able to establish Communisin, but a modified form
of capitalism.

I was informed by men whe had just come from
Moscow that Leuin and the lpaders of the Russian
Reds are feeling the straim, and that undu-feedmi,
and overwork is begiosing to tell. Some of them
they say, are almost hysterital. They are compdl(-d
tq work night anddayhanusc there are Sa 1w

: mt them who uandesstand the proposition. They

qoid!yin-tdofmundwomen who have a
good grasp of the ‘of scientific Socialism.
of the Commuwists

- arg simply half baked anarchists. Their organiz-
Mutih&el:w W utﬁts.andacrveasﬂy

full use

.
back. It almost looks as if it were falling to picces.
There is nothing in the communist Party, the Shop
Steward Movemeént or any other short cut to the
Co-operative Commonwealth that can stand against
ugemployment, and the unemployed problem is now
so acute that it is dislocating all organizations that
claim to be connected with the job, because the job
has vanished.

“upon
shock, and my experience here has convinced me
that the S. P. of C. is better even than I realized. It
is to be hoped that during the winter the baoys in
the West will study diligently.
and could see the misery and realize the ignorance

they

themselves

The organizations that are built

.8
understanding” can, however, stand every

'f they were here

before to
but true, that
when | deliver the same dope 1 delivered at Car-
rall Street, in Hyde Park, the slaves understand it
instantly, but it is new and strange to them.
speaking to a bunch of
i +talked on
they drank in every word as if their lives de-
pended upon it. The sitwmation is such that they
are beginmng to yell “What shall we do to be
saved?”" They have tried everything but the abol-
ition of the wage system, and they cannot abolish
that until they understand the natuce of the wage
system, and until they' understand capitalism.
There is a mountain of ignorance to remove here,
and hefore that is done something is %oing to rip.
The masters realize the situation better than the
slaves and are preparing. They calculate that a
premature revolt would enable them to deal the
proletriat such a crushing blow that the Movement
could be thrown back for a generation. Capitalism
however ,is collapsing, and ‘what is coming is chaos.

that exists, would work as never

develop [f is strange

I was
dock laborers a week ago
time and

economics the whole

There are a dozen unemployed processions going
on daily in different parts of London.
-one-today. ta.get ogy of the slaves-that-
were taking part in emonstration. Police, to
the right of them, to the left, in front and behind.
Three red flags and-banners led the way. Instruc-
tions were given by a ‘bugle blown by a returned
soldier. An attempt was made to recapture a lib-
rary that had been seized by, the uncmployed and
recovered by the amthofities. A deputation from
the unemployed went first to interview those in au-
thority. They had barely got inside the building
when police charged the crowd and I rushed irfto a
shed to escape the horses’hoofs and the policemen’s
batons. I saw ene slav@break an iron rod from
some rai.lings and slrﬂ(e% blow for, as he theught,
lIiberty. Every part of tl&country is the same, and
everybody seems hclplcsc and the situation hope-
tess. The wind is nsmg(hnd it looks like the real
thing to me. The Russidg revolution will not oc-
cupy the centre of the stage very much longer;
there i1s something bnggq' coming then even the
mast’ optimistic anticipate. Amid all the chaos
and confusion that now Waiis, we are buoyed up
and sustained by the knawledge that our class can-
not perish, and that even #m reactionary Britain the
future belongs to the préletariat. \

: ) C. LESTOR.
Liverpool, Eng.,

January 3, 1921.

To the Editor “Clarion.” :
Dear Comrade,—Thanks for your letter. 1 have
- been here a month anmc sized thlngs up pretty
well. Lots of slaves (th! most abiect, servile lot
of broken wretches 1n ce) out of work in this
clty They are quietty s&vmg, but now the gov-
érnment is giving them j‘do‘ll.:s ” The livest (at
Jeast. the most - adﬂt) the Irish Nationafists
(Sinn Fein) who liven tﬁnzs up by bumihg cot-
ton wanthouses every few ‘weeks. They did a mil-

Sion dollars worth of M in December.
‘i’hﬁe is‘no labér pmnbcrpoof The unions

I followed -

are fair samples of what the College turns gut, it is
certainty fine work. They lecture every wuight.
somewhere, and change lectures weekly.

The Communist Party is ran like a social club,
which looks queer, but they are all reading. Mem-
bersly~ == nnt large and the Picton Hall is not filled
for lectures. The I. L. P. has several branches here.
One on Parliamer* ‘\treet is - pretty - good, but I
understand the others are not so good.

The Building Workers Social Club and Insti- »

tute on Byrom Street is a social club for billiard and
spitoon philosophers, etc., but Hays (Economics)
lectures there on Fridays, and there is another
weekly Saturday lecture. There is a small local in
Birkenhead of the Communist Party

[ am mixing here among the middle class quite
a jot, and it is most amusing to listem to the weep-
ing and wailing, and the reviling at the slaves.

Economically, things look rotten here; politically

no better. The plugs are broken. The coal min-
ers are the best, especially South Wales. 1 have
not been to Scotland, but judging by press reports
there is a real live bunch there, on the Clyde.
Meetings by Communist Party have been stopped
here alor;g the docks, by, the police. The Sinfi Fein
fires were the pretext. I1f I have any cash to spare
I shall bring some good books out with me. Things

don’t look very hopeful here, but if starvation will

help any, we shall have lots of help this wintec.
T .MACE.
RS ST Y 1y e s .
Book Review
R

COMMUNISM AND CHRISTIANISM. —By Bishep WIilliam
smopigomery Brown, D.D. Paper 25c. Published &y
sradford Brown Educadional Co., Galion, Ohjo. Sold by
Caas. H Kerr and Co., Chicage.

This book is dedicated to the proletaniat, and be-
gins with Marx’ famous statement that “religion is

the opium of the people.” -

The author is a of the House c:cfmﬂ
Pmatmﬁ wrch, sometime A acon
of Ohio and special lecturer at Bexley Hal, the
Theological Seminary of Kenyon College:

lie hasa text: “Make the world safe for demo-
cracy by bamishing Gods from the skies and capital-
ists from the earth.” It is one of the mast eut-
spoken conversations | have ever read. | advise all
to read it, because its author certamnly gives Marx-
iann Socialism its proper place. In a foreword he
says: “The coafradiction in terms known as Chris-
tian Socalism 1s inevitably antagonistic to working
<lass interests and the waging of the class struggle.
His policy (thdt of the Chnistian Socialjst) is the
concihatron of classes, the fraternity of robber and’
robbed, not the end of classes. His avowed object
indeed -1s to purge the Socialist mevement of its
matenalism, and tins means to purge it of its Soctal-
ism amd to divert it from its material aims to the
fruitless chasing of spiritual will o' the wisps. A
Chrnistian Socialist is, in fact, an'anti-Socialist.”

The book is in the form of letters to other Bishops
debating the subject of Socialism, It .1s wrnitten
from the viewpoint of Darwin and Marx. Thus,
“The happiness of the world will be premoted in
extent and degreec in proportion as the kmowledge
of the truth is disseminated by a twoiold revelation.
(1) The truth as it is revealed by history according
to the Marxian interpretation thereof, a revelation
of the truth which is saving the world from the
robbing impositions of ¢he capitalistic interpreta-
tion of palitics.  (2) The truth as it is vrevealed by
niture, according to the Darvgimian interptetation
thereof, a revelation which is saving the world
from the robbing impositions of the snpuutml
istic interpretations of religion. . E

“This is the discowery of Marx ..... m
to the stieatific interpretation of history, mam is
what, he is, and his institations are ‘ﬁu&ym.
because he has fed, clothed and howsed himself-as
be has.” He goes on with thehutorydn!ﬁvm
savadery, up through barbarism, to civilization as

-

thcbcstpmofoitheoom::tnmdm A&u:,_}' %

givipg the illustration of the capitalist being an-

alogous to a flea on mmmw

ism as the upewormdsoaatyiesqs"
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kets, iSsming in wars; 3) a struggle between the'

. -slaves for jobs, issuing in 2 body and soul destroy-

ing my; (4) the struggie of the slaves with the

master for a reversal of conditions issuing in revol-

utions.”

.. When writing of Russia, he says they have ac-

_ complished more in three years than all the churches

" 4@.the whole course of man’s career, and pictures

<= < greyolutionary Socialism as the Good Samaritan, the

¢  reformatory and Christian “Socialism” as the priest
and Levite passing by on the other side.

On page 69 he says: “Moreover, 1 believe that if
Christian Socialism were to become a door t6 Marx-
ian Socialism through which orthodox Christianism
could enter and make itself at home. the revolution-
ary aims of the slave class would be thwarted and
the world would enter upon a new dark age, as it did
when Constantine was converted to Christianity,
and Christians became the most loyal citizens and
valiant soldiers of the Empire.”

The Marxian or Russian Socialism is the most
uplifting thing in the world for the slave, and the
most depressing for the capitalists. “Among sav-

ing truths the greatest is the one discovered and
formulated concurrently by Karl Marx and Freder
ick £ngels.” (page 36). H= points out that the en
deavors of the various junkers to smash Russia is
an astonishing illustration of the Marxian theory of
history. On page 49-30: “Orthodoxy in religion
and politics is the blight of the ages. because of its
assumption that the great institutions, the family,
the State. the church, with their customs, laws and
doctrines . . . . constitute the foundation of society,
without which it could not exist . . . . But-the found-
ation of society has always beea a system for the
production and distribution of the necessities of life.
Hence social institutions, customs, laws and creeds
" are what they are at anytime because an economic
system is what it is. If we compare an economic
system for the production of the primary necessi-
“ties of life (food, clothes and houses) to a king or
a bishop (we may well do so, for o al ages such
svstems have been the power behind every regal
afd episcopal throne) we shall see that states, with
their rulers, codes and police, armies and jails; and
‘churches, with their gods, revelations. heavens and
hells are but so many expediencies for the protection
of the system from change.”

“So far are churches, with their doctrines, and
states with their laws from being changeless, that
they are more or less modified by every develop-
ment in the economic system to which they owe
their existence and of which they are servants.”

“Insofar as they differ, Roman orthodoxy is what
it is because of its sfarting out as the religious pro-
duct of the feudal system of economics; and the
Protestant orthodoxy is what it is because of its
strating qut -as the religious product of capitalist
economics.” (page 51).

“The difference between Romanism and Protest-
antism. is not ai all a question of relative super-
paturalism, nor of rightness or wrongmnecss, but arises
whally out of the difference between the systems of
economics which gave them birth.” “Every per-
iod in human history has had its determining char-
acter from the tools which brought it into being.”

“When an economic system fails as the capital-
istic one is failing, to feed clothe and house the
workers of the world who produce all foods, clothes,
and houses, the time when it must give place to an-
other is manifestly near at hand. Capitalism is
failing in this, the only legitimate mission of an
economic system.” (Page 58)

He tells us civilizatioh is man’s salvation, but so
loug as it depends on the slavery of human beings
it i= limited to a few, but that the true salvation is
through Marxian Socialism and the transference of
slavery from man to the machine.

Lavoisier and Mayor, Kant and Laplace, Kepler
and Newton, Darwin and Russell, Marx and Engels,
he calls the ten great teachers the world has had,
and says. (page 61) : “Marx and Engels showed that
man’s career has not been determined by any
among the gods, but by his system for pr?ducing
and distributing the necessities of life.”

He rays Christian Socialism associated ~witn
Marxism would be a glaring illustration of the
truth of the proverb “A house divided against i*-

. self canaot stand.”

& 6 t0-75 he contrasts the two Social- Name
« ¢ isms, and-says ‘(page 76): “The th/m :

had a gospel which is ar all comparable in its ex
cellency tq that of Marxian Socialism.* - i

“Marx exhorts the slave to look to itself for de-
liverance,” “Jesus taught, it to look to a God for
this.”

“Alarx promises salvation for this world here and
now, a world about which everybody knows much
Jesus promised it for another world elsewhere, a
world about which nobody knows anything” (page
75).  Dealing with colonies and war and Jesus as
the god of slavery and obedience, he believes the
inter-church movement is an endeavor to put the
giant, labor, to sleep again, the war having awak-
ened him. “Capital knows that Marx was right in
characteriing the orthodox interpretations of relig-
ion, including the Christian one especially, as a
sleeping potion, and hence this movement.”

“When 1 wrote the “Level Plan of the Church Un-
ion” I believed the coming together of the church-
am now persuaded that it would be a curse, because
the League of Churches would co-operate with the
League of Nations in its robbing and enslaving
schemes, the churches doing the lying and the na-
tions the coercing” (page 89). _He points out that
the church is praying for the Poles against Russia,
which would be a victory for capitalism.

He concludes the book with “an “Afterword,”
quoting from Marx's writings page after page, show-
ing that the history of man arose from the need of
his body for food, clothing and sheiter. He offers
a prize of $400 to the best pamphlet, not to exceed
50 pages, nor under 30, fd¥ the best essay showing
that the salvation of the world does not depend on
religion ner reformatory Socialism, which seeks to
accomplish harmonious relations between master
and slave, but does depend on revolutionary Social-
ism. The prizes will be awarded annually, begin-
ning November 7th, 1921, the anniversary of the
Russian Revolution.

Lenin and Trotsky and Russia are very ably dealt
with, and a most remarkable book of 184 pages
closes thus:

“Marx, though dead, yet speaketh. He is speak-
ing more widely and"perstasively in death than in
life. Russia is the megaphone from which his
voice goes out through every land and over every
sea. Never man nor god spake with as much power
as he speaks. His gospel is to the slave, and this is

its thrilling appeal: ‘Workers of the world unite' —_

and this is its inspiring assurance—-‘you have no-
thing to lose but your chains, you have a world to
gain.” '
It is a book worth reading.
PETER T. LECKIE.

o-

HERE AND NOW

Following, $1 each—C. M. Christiansen, W. Mil-
ler, J. Loughran, A. Jorgenson, J. Currie, W. Smith,
I.. W. Shuck, E. Darlington, T. Carr, J. McAninch,
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