


METROPOLITAN
TORONTO
LIBRARY

“
CANADIAN HISTORY

THE LAKE AND THE LAND OF
THE LAST MOUNTAIN VALLEY










*Child lips have called the wild meadow
land, Home "
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Last Mountain Valley

Softly the shadows of prairie-land wheat Hark ! from the east comes a ravishin e
Ripple and riot adown to her feet; Sweeter was never in nightingale's throat
Murmurs all nature with Silence of centuries thrills to g
Fragrance of summer a Singing their silence awaiti .
H ears while the centuries slig Low, yet it swells to the heave b
Ch « ppy is laid on her lip Child lips have called the wild meadow la Home
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ILTON DISTRICT

* Near the Foot of Last Mountain Lake *
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NEAR STRASSBURG
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NEAR CRAVEN

Murmurs all Nature with Joyous Acclaim ™




savs: “ There is a block of 16,000,000 acres that has to my knowledge over 90 per cent. hit for
agricultural and pastoral purposes.  No alkaline soil is known on any part ol it excepting i
narrow strip extending from the head of Last Mountain Lake towards Quill Lake.”

It did not take our traveller long to decide that here he had happened upon the district he
was looking for, Settlement had not vet commenced to any extent there being only about
fifteen families in all located between the lake and the mountain.  As a result of this visit and
of the splendid business enterprise whic h has since been brought to bear upon the work of
opening up the rich district discovered, Last Mountain Valley is now one of the most widely
known and popular of all the regions open to scttlers in Western Canada.  Mr. Pearson’s pur
chase of lands in the district and the steady influx of settlers since, is one of the romances of
the history of Western Canada

Returning to Winnipeg, he lost no time in making known the attractions of the new
found paradise. The story of what he has done is best shown in the present state of things
in the Last Mountain Valley country. Lawsuits, which previous to this visit had held these fine
lands closed against the coming of the settler, were decided and put out of the wav,  Transporta
tion facilities were improved by the inauguration of a steamboat service upon the lake which
connects with important railway centres, and steps were taken to have lines of railway pushed
into the district itself.  The Canadian Pacific Railway Company has a road constructed, known
as the Kirkella branch, which passes from a point upon its transcontinental line through the
Last Mountain country to Saskatoon and Edmonton, and the same company has projected a line
from Regina, via Craven and MeKillop's Landing —at the foot of Last Mountain Lake  to connect
with the Kirkella branch at Bulvea. This will be constructed this year. The Grand Trunk
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NEAR BULYEA

We Drive no Starvelings, Scraggy Brown
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FOOT OF LAST MOUNTAIN

**Sheltering Bluffs Liberally Interspersed "






ALEX. DALE'S WHEAT, 1906

** Other Grains are no less Successfully Grown "
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NEAR DUVAL

*“The Shelter Afforded by the Mountain on the East’
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is by no means settled vet, so far as the ordinary prairie lands are concerned, but the conditions
in Last Mountain Valley are such that there seems little doubt of its ability to produce abundant
crops of all kinds of hardy northern fruits.  The tempering influence of the lake which bounds
the western side of the valley on the climate, coupled with the shelter afforded by the mountain
on the east and the trees which dot the whole surface of the country, makes it possible for com
paratively tender trees and shrubs to survive the winter frosts.  The future will no doubt witness
the establishment here of a more or less extensive fruit growing industry.  Wild berries are found
in abundance in the wooded part of the country, especially along the slopes of the mountain

An important necessity in a country such as Western Canada is fuel.  Where this is scarce
and difficult to get at the settlers sometimes experience inconvenience.  In the Last Mountain
Valley the slopes of the mountain afford an abundant supply. Wood is plentiful and all that
the farmer has to do is to cut and haul it to his home

Other physical features of interest are the absence of hot winds, which sometimes in other
places wither and spoil the crops, the richness and depth of the soil a black vegetable loam
with chocolate colored subsoil of clay which gives \l»l«‘lhll‘l Crops w ith almost absolute regularity
the freedom of the country from weeds and insect pests, and the frequency of the rainfalls induced
by the proximity of the mountain and lake. It is a well established fact that drought is never
known in this district, the influences mentioned seeming to keep the rainfall even and regular

As a result of careful organization by Mr. Pearson and his associates, Last Mountain Valley
has a perfect svstem of local self-government, with good schools and public institutions.  Thes
are all managed by the people themselves and at a minimum cost.  Taxes are an almost negligible
quantity in any consideration of what it will cost to live in the country,  About $10 per vear
represents the sum paid by the ordinary farmer.  There are good postal facilities, and telegraphic
communication may be found at the towns
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NEAR McKILLOP'S LANDING
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ON THE MOUNTAIN, NEAR STRASSBURG

* Fresh Air, Fine Sport, Good Companionship*
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LAKES IN LAST MOUNTAIN

Views which Extend fur Miles
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GLEN HARBOR

‘Good Boating, Fishing, Bathing and Dr g all the Summer Mo
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EVENING, LAST MOUNTAIN LAKE

When t

Summer Heat is I's Cool and Refresh






H. DOEGE, LONGLAKTON

“Forty Bushels of Wheat to the Acre "
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NEAR ARLINGTON BEACH

*Into the Heart of the Country He Seeks™




“The New Land of Promise "
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“The Boat Will Take Him **
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H. BARNE HOME

Gives an Impression of Prosperity **
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IN THE HEART OF LAST MOUNTAIN

Proposed Site Summer Hotel
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“ Shimmering Waters of Last Mountain Lake ™
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BRANCHES

Wwm. Pearson Co. LimiTED

Limestone Formation.

Choice Selected Wheat Lands.
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