
Technical and Bibliographic Notes /

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any of
the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming are
checked below.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Notes techniques et bibliographiques

L'institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a
été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exem-
plaire qui sont peut-être uniques du point de vue bibli-
ographique, qui peuvent modifier une image reproduite,
ou qui peuvent exiger une modification dans la métho-
de normale de filmage sont indiqués ci-dessous.

E]ý
E]

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

E]
E]
E]

E]
E]

E]Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed /
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées

Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de l'impression

E]
E]

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion along
interior margin / La reliure serrée peut causer de
l'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la marge
intérieure.

Blank leaves added during restorations may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have been
omitted from filming / Il se peut que certaines pages
blanches ajoutées lors d'une restauration
apparaissent dans le texte, mais, lorsque cela était
possible, ces pages n'ont pas été filmées.

Additional comments / Cover title pa
Commentaires supplémentaires: book but filme

E]

Includes supplementary rnaterial /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata slips,
tissues, etc., have been refilmed to ensure the best
possible image / Les pages totalement ou
partiellement obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une
pelure, etc., ont été filmées à nouveau de façon à
obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Opposing pages with varying colouration or
discolourations are filmed twice to ensure the best
possible image / Les pages s'opposant ayant des
colorations variables ou des décolorations sont
filmées deux fois afin d'obtenir la meilleure image
possible.

ge is bound in as last page in
d as first page on fiche.

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below /
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué Ci-dessous.

Cover title missing / Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps / Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

E]

w

1Ox 14x 18x 22x 26x 30x/

12x 16x 20x 24x 28x 32x



.:2 Q L

C

a
i

tia

o

v

Go

oe

iI~



-j



ARCTIC EXPEDITION.

RETÜRN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Comrnons,
dated 26 May 1848 ;-for,

A "COPY of the OR»nRs from the LORDS CoMMIsSIONERs of the ADMIRALTY,
under which Captain Sir James Clark Ross, R. N., las proceeded on an
Expedition in search of Captain Sir John Franklin, R.N."

By the CoMMIssloNERs for executing the Office of Lonn Iiai ADIAL of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, &c.

WHEREAS the period for which Her Majesty's ships "Erebus-" and " Terror"
were victualled will terminate at the end of this summer; and whereas no
tidings whatever of the proceedings of either of those ships have reached us
since their first entry into Lancaster Sound, in the year 1845, and there being,
therefore, reason to apprehend that they have been blocked up by immoveable
ice, and that they may soon be exposed to suffer great privation ; we have
deemed it proper to defer no longer the endeavour to afford them adequate
relief. Having, therefore, caused to be prepared and duly equipped, with extra
stores and provisions, two suitable vessels, and having had them properly
fortified, so as to resist the pressure of the ice, and having the fullest confidence
in the skill and experience that you have acquired in those inclement seas, we
have thouglit proper to place them under your conmand; and you are hereby
required and directed, so soon as they are in all respects ready for sea, to
proceed in the " Enterprize," under your immediate command, and taking the
" Investigator " (Captain Bird) under your orders, without delay to Lancaster
Sound. In your progress through that inlet to the westward, you will carefully
search both its shores, as well as those of Barrow Straits, for any notices that
may have been deposited there, and for any casual indications of their liaving
been visited by either of Sir John Franklin's ships.

Should your early arrival there, or the fortunately protracted openness of the
rseason, admit of your at once extending a similar examination to the shores of
the Wellington Channel, it will leave you at greater liberty to devote yourself
niore fully afterwards to your researches to the westward. The several intervals
of coast that appear ip. our charts to lie between Capes Clarence and Walker,
must next be cagrefully explored ; and as each of your vessels have been
furnished with a launch fitted with a small engine and screw, capable of
propelling it between four and five knots, we trust by their nieans, or by the
ships' boats, all those preliminary researches may be completed during the
present season, and consequently before it may be necessary to secure the ships
in safety previous to the approaching winter. As that winter inay possibly
prove to be so severe as to seal up the western end of that extensive inlet, and as
it would be unwise to 41low both vessels to be beset there, we consider that
it would be prudent to look out for a fit and safe port near Cape Rennell, and in
that neighbourhooI tp secure the "Investigator" for the ensuing winter.
From that position a epnsiderable extent of coast may be explored on foot, and
in the following spring detached parties may be sent across the ice by, Captain
Bird, in order to look thoroug'hly into the creeks along the western coast
of Bosthia, and even as far as Cape, Nicolai; while another party may proceed to
the southward, apd ascertain whether the blank space shown thiere: in our
charts consists of an open sea through which Sir John Franklin may have
passed, or, on the contrary, of a continuous chain of Islands, among which he
may be still blocked up. As soon as the returpng summer shall have opened a
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2 ORDERS UNDER WHICIH1 THE EXPEDITION HAS PROCEEDED

passage between the land and the main body of the ice, this eastern vessel is to
detach lier steam-launch to Lancaster Sound, in order to meet the whale
ships which usually visit the western side of Baffin Bay about that time, and by
which we purpose to send out further instructions and communications to you,
as well as to receive in return an account of your proceedings.

The " Enterprize " in the meantime will press forward to the westward, and
endeavour to reach Winter Harbour in Melville Island, or perhaps, if circum-
stances should in your judgment render it advisable, to push onward to Banks'
Land; but in either case a distinct statement of the measures you are going
to adopt, as well as of your future intentions, should be deposited in some spot
previously communicated to Captain Bird. From this western station you will
be able to spread some active parties, and to make some short and uiseful
excursions before the season altogether closes, and still more effective ones in the
ensuing spring. One party should then pursue the coast in whatever direction
it niay seen likely to have been followed by Sir John Franklin, and thus
determine the general shape of the western face of Banks' Land. It is then to
proceed direct to Cape Bathurst or to Cape Parry on the main land, at each of
w'hich places we have directed Sir J. Richardson to leave provisions for its use;
that party will then advance to Fort Good Hope, where they will find directions
for coutinuing their progress up the M'Kenzie River, so as to return to England
by the usual route of traders.

Another party will explore the eastern coast of Banks' Land, and from thence
inake at once for Cape Krusenstern, where, or at Cape Hearne, a caché of
Pemirican vill be placed for Sir John Richardson.

They should communicate immediately vith him, according to the agreement
'which lie and you have made, and, placing themselves under his orders, they will
assist him in examining the shores of Victoria and Wollaston's Islands, and finally
return with him to England, by whatever route le may deem advisable. Unable
to foresee the variety of circumstances in which you may be placed, or the diffi-
culties with which you may have to contend, and fully relying on the skilful-
ness of your measures, as well as by the zeal with which you and those under
your command will be animated, we direct you to consider the foregoing
orders as the general outline only of our desires, and not as intended too rigidly to
control your proceedings, especially whenever, after due deliberation, you have be-
come satisfied that the end we have in view may be more certainly accomplished
by the substitution of sorme other course of operations; and if Providence should
not be pleased to crown your efforts with success, we leave it to your own judg-
rnent when and from whence to return to England, as soon as yon are convinced
that every means within your reach have been exhausted.

lin case of any irreparable accident happening to the " Enterprize," you are
hereby authorized to take the command of the " Investigator," and to make
sucli arrangements for the officers and crews as may be most consonant to the
rules of the service, and most conducive to the objects of the expedition.

If you should happily succeed in meeting 'with the " Erebus" afloat, and Sir
John Franklin's pendant be flying, you will of course place yourself under his
orders; but if you should find that ship blocked up with ice, or otherwise inca-
pable of proceeding, you are hereby authorized and directed to retain the con-
inand of the expedition, and adopt all such measures as may be requisite for the
safe removal of lier crew, or that of the " Terror.

In the event of Great Britain being involved in hostilities with any foreign
power during your absence, you are to abstain from the smallest act of aggression
towards any vessel belonging to such nation, it being the practice of all civilized
countries to consider vessels engaged on service of this kind as exempt froin the
rules and operations of war. Boti vessels under your orders have been furnished
witl abundance of stores, and with more than a sufficiency of every thing that
can in anywise contribute to the welfare of their crews; and we especially
direct vou to consider their safety, health and comfort as predominant in every
operation that you undertake. Each of thein bas likewise been supplied with
îwunerous instruments for the purpose of making geographic, hydrographic,
imagnetic and atmospheric observations in those northern and rarely visited
regions of the globe; and-we annex hereto a copy of the instructions given to
Sir J. Franklin, in order that you may pursue a similar course; and though we
estimate any such observations as of inferior importance to the one leading object
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IN SEARCH OF CAPTAIN SIR JOHN FRANKLIN.

of the expedition, you will, nevertheless, omit no opportunity of rendering it as
contributive to scientific acquisition as to the performance of the great duties of
national hunanity. In carrying out the above orders, you will avail yourse.lf of
every practical occasion of acquainting our Secretary with every step of your pro-
gress, as well with your future intentions; and on your reaching England yot will
call on every person in both vessels to deliver up to you all their logs, journals,
charts and drawings, but which, they may be informed, shall be returned to them
in due time.

Given under our hands this 9th day of May 1848.

(signed) Auckland.

Sir Jas. C. Ross, J. W. D. Dundas.
Captain of H. M. Ship " Enterprize,"

Greenhithe.

By command of their Lordships.

(signed) H. G. Ward.


