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THE CROSS.

God forbid that I should clory, save in the Crussuf our Lord Jesuathmt by vhom the. vmi'

Id“

is Crueified lo me, and ! totheworld.—St. Paul, Galai. 14

Vor.1.-
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1. £
Weekly Calendar.
Nov. 19, Sunday, xxiv. afler Pent. S. Pontian,
Pope znd Mart.
20, Monday, S. Fehix of Valois, Cenf. |
21, Tuesday, Presentation of the B. V

Mary. .

22, Wednesday, S. Cecile, Virgin and
Mart.

23, Thursday, S. Clemert 1., Pope znd
Mart.

24, Friday, S. John of the Cress, Cenf. *

25, Saturday, S. Catherine, Virgin and
Mart.

—_——

fUBLIC MEETING AT WiNDSOR.

Oan Wednesday evening the 7th inst,, the most
numerous meeting of the Roman Catholics, cver
witnessed 2t Wiadsar, tock place for the purpose
of expressing in public their great esteem and res
pect for s Lordshi p the Rt. Rev. Dr. Walsh.—
The large room was crowded to excess, the Ca-
tholies, without a single exception, rom ‘many
miles round, 'vere assembled, all vicing with each
other in the warmth of their apyrobation of the re-
solutions and address they were adopting, and in
their unfeigned devoiion to his Lordships autho-
rity and person ; the greatest unemmuty prevail-
ed throughout, not a single voice in opposition to
the ger _1al fdeling wus heard—in a word, nothing
wag wanling in sympzathy, pothing in their cors
dial aftections, fer his Lordship, nor any thing
wantea in theit abhorrence of the works of those
who endeavou: to caiumniate and to obstruct his
Lordship, at about balf past 7 o'cleck, the Chair
was taken by the Rev. L. Byine, on the motion of
Br. Michael Daler, and the meeting procecdv.d to
business. )

Preposed b; M

Er.c:« Smith, anc seccnded |

by Mr, Patrick Lynch, and carried without o dis- -
sencient voice.

Resolved, Tha. t.us Meeting louk upon tho ef-
{usions of an anon si.ous scribbler in the Novasca-
tian of the 23d and 30th ultimo, signed # A Ca. ,
theiie Teetotaler,” as o base cnlumn), the off-
spring of jealousy, ambitivn, and intense malice,
vcneraled by disappointment, and therefore un-
W orthy of any other notice from us, than that of
indignaat conlempt.

Propo;ea vy Mr. Richard Hacket; seconded by?
3lr. Garret Cronan, and passed with the grcnlcal’
enthusiasm.

Resolved, That this \Iccm‘" do most mncer:l,;q
and most coréially 5;.-mpalh|se with his Lordshipa
Drs. Walsh, not only in this, butin the many other
indignities wbich his Lordship bas endured since
his arrival on our shores, and that from wicked,
men who call themselves Catholics, and that we
humbly offer Lis Lordship our wurmest and 'u03\~
devoted attachment to his authority and person.

Proposed by Mr. John Doran, and seconded by
Mr. Timothy Lynch, and c:mﬂd unonimously.- -2

Resolved, That a copy of the zbote resolutibrr.
be re~pectfully presented to his Lordship, together*
withh an Address feunded on them, expressing :mt
deep sympathy in his Lordship's suﬁ'ermg:, our’
conterapt of the efforts ta malign bim, and our’
uniiinited confidence in his zeal, piety, learning,'
and conctiialory spirit,—in a word, that we believe}
lus Lordship every way quaiified for the disehargs
of the sacred and arducus datiez camm'tted
nim.

Proposed by Mr. John Meorrisy, and tccaaded»
by Blr. Edward Mcl\nmara, end carricd unania
mously.

Rnsolsed, That 2 deputation ¢f five of our body,
Rev. L. Byme, Messrs. Blichacl Daly, Timothy, *
Lynach, Micheel Doran, and Joha .'\lx.rpily, waxt,
on lns Lordship, the Rt Rev. Dr. Walsh, to pn-
sent him our eddress.

Wispsor,

Nov. 7,1848,
My Lonp, .

We, the Ca.".olics of the Parish ané leru.t og
Wmasc:, in -ull_mceting asscwbled, do hambly”
beg leave to,.ffar o your Lordship this tribute of
! our most coidial uﬁ‘ec\non, of our mask ardegtana

. nnchangeadis attachment to 30q1 Lapdships pegy
3t
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s4om, ond of our firmest, ;:h%'xﬁglgqce_ _in_your Lord-
ship’s wige, pesceable;7afd palerndi adminislra:

tion of the sacred duties committed to.your Lords

+ohip by the head of our,hbly religion. R
1n doing this we have not the slightest int¢fii{m

- of offering any defence against the czlumnteshis

tempted 10 be burled against your Lordships
characier, by the anonymous senibbler in the No-
vascotian. No; because we feel fully convinced
that the cliaracter which your Lordship has justly
earned at home, in promoling ths good, happi-

'ness, and peace of all classes of the people; and

here also, by following the same conduct, is of

- itsclf 2 more than sufficient defence against all

ealumny ; and further because we are well aware
that the charge attempted to be made, is but the
sffset ‘of jealousy, »mbition, and intense malice,

. generated by disappointment. Disdaining, there-

fure, to lake any particular notice of such anony-
wwus effusiond; we declare this te be the apountas
neous avowal of our ardent wishes for the prospe-
ity of your Lordship, whom we believe to be the
cgitimate and every way fitting choice of the
ewful successor of St. Peter. ’

Though at some distance from the principal
scene of your Loraship’s duties, we are not ig
worant of any thing which passes there. We are
not ignorant of the bencficial effects which your
Lordship's presence, though -but a short time
&£mong us-the awiul and oplendid display of the
sitbiime ceremonies of our holy religion, as dis-
charged by your Lordship,—the unsultied ch¥rac-
ter for peace, zeal, piety and learning which . your
lsordship sustains— bave produced already throvsh.
the Province. We are not ignorant ot the diffi-
eulties which surround:d your Lordship since
your arrival in Halifax—of the opposition which
has been put to your ceming—the menaces
which heve been beld out against you—the
snares which have been laid for you,end the
gross insulta which have been offered to you.
YWe are not ignorant of the manly defiance with
which your Lordship met some of these, aud the
Christian forbearance with which your Lordship
iermitted the others. This state of things, My

ord, has caused us much pain. even long before
your Lordship's arrivel;—but we ~xere, at the
announcement.of your Lordship’s consecration,
and 2rs now cheercd with the hope that God has

osen your Lordship as a fitting iastrument to
restore peace and order 1o this portion of his
church.

Agsin we beg leave to express our uller con-
tempt for the foolish and malicious efforts of a
junta, to lower your Lordship iy the estimation of
the community, which can f01 be ignorant of the
spring that gives thése igpoble efforts existence,
sad of bearing such sirong testimony of the grent
€steem in whick your ﬁordship 13 universalls

Beld.
" S I BYRNE, Chairman.
: . MICH. DALY, Beo's.

| been slavered with their

ANBWER.
Dx%nax:x: ELOVED BRETHRED,

Afnidst the griev@ue scandals which have not
ces:td ¥d.afflict my.lfuNrt sinee my arnral on your
shores, I give thanks to our Lord, that he hae
vouchsefed to sustain my weakness by soms pre-
cious consolations.

The various manifestations of attachment and
vespecl which the recent Newspaper calumnies
Luave called forth, must console every friend of
of religion ; and i{ 1 rejoice at thems myself it is
nect so much on my own agcount, as for the pros.
pect which they atford, of returning peace to our
afilicted portion of theChurch, From all directions
1 learn with much plexsure that the unholy vio:
lence and calumnies of those who. have been
leagued with the arch Enemy of Peace, are louds
Iy condemned.

1 was not unprepared for many triais when I
arrived in thisCountry. The servant of theChurch
as well as of iny brethren, is was my duty noton.’
1y to suffer, but ta die if negessary, in their de-
fence. As for the cruel misrepresentaticns with
which 1 bave been assailed I knew that ¢ the sera
vant is not greater than his Lord, neither is the
Apostle greater then be'that sent him.”  John
X111. 16, remembered His word who said to me
—¢ §f they have persecuted me they will also pes.
sccute you.” John XV. 23 and that he also cons
soled me by declaring ¢ In the world you.«shall
bave distress; but have confidence. 1 have over.
come the world.” Id. XV1I 33.

If I have therefore felt a~ything st the novel
and unprovoked manner in which I have been
traduced after more than twelve months of silent
suffering, it was prineipally on account of theer.
roneous impressions that might be made through.
out the Province—impressions easily made, not
so easily removed, but which for years to come,
might ivjure the efficacy of my humble minidtry.

Il manner of personal anne yence, 1 cheerfully
bore without a murmur, and gvery effort in my
power was made to conceal our miseries from thy
public eye. 1 did hope that Heaven would lock
down upon us in mergy, anld cease to scourge us
for our sins. ! trésied that uime, and reflection
and conscience would convince some of the folly
end wickedness of their carecr, and restore to all
the invaluable blessings of peace.

Bnt those * detractors hateful to God.” Rom’
1. 30 have proceeded to such desperate lengths:
that longer silence on iy part would be criminal.
And yet, even now | speak what is barely neces-
sary for the defence of my "own cheracter, withe
out any rash exposure of circumstanees which

vould cover the enemies of the Church with
everlasting confusion.

ts therr bitua tury they have not spared those
w«hom they were commanded (n the law of God
not 10 *detract’ nor to ¢ touch’ Exod. XXII. 23
Paralid. XV{. 22,  Both priest and prelate have
calumnious veaom.
* Thave wae na tru b in therr mouth; their throes
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. wes an open sepulchze; they dealt deiceitf\m.y’

with their tongnes . the “poison “of asps
was under theirslips .2 their {eeth "were
weapons and arrows, and their; tongug 2 -sharp
swotd’ (Psnlms ) y

B ‘the sacred _minisiry they
should’ have leatued from the Poctor of nations
(1 Cor.’v. 1, Leta man soaccount of us,’as of
the Ministers of Christ, and the Dispedsers of the
mysteries o ' For, we preach not
agrselves, But Jesus Christ our Lord : and our-
eelves your servauts, through Jesus (2 Cor.iv 5)

But instead of respect ihey whetted their
tonguies like a sword; they bent their bow, 2
bitter thing, to shoot in secret.  They tatked of
hiding snares and searched after iniquities” (Ps
Iziii 47.) But ¢ they have failed in their search’
{ibid.) and fallen into the pit which they had dug’
for others. For it is writlea that  the Lord hates
a lying tongue, o heart that deviseth wicked plots
n deceitful witness that uttereth lies, and him
§1éxtlsoweth discord among brethren” (Prov. vi.

- 4)

Wlien foiled in one ettempt, they had reconrse
to another, and changed their mode of attack like
those inconsistent hypocrites who assailed our
Divine, Redeemer. « For John the baptist came
naither eating bread nor drinking wine, and they
gaid: He had a devil. The son ot man came
cating and drinking and they cried out: Belold
; man that.is o glutton anda drinker of winé, a

riend of publicans, and sibners,”” (Luke vii. 33
34.) Though I had laboured more in my native
country to premote the cause of Temperance, on
solid, rational arnd Christian grounds than any of
my traducers ;—though I had given the Temper-
ance Pledge to thousands in lreland, I was for
some time accosed of being an enemy to the pro-
gress ot Temperance. Though 1 could have tri-
umphantly defended myself against this and other
charges, I can truly say, that chsriy towards
my very traducers closed my lips, for { could not
defend nyself twithoat most gravely comproaising
them.

When however some hundreds of the Catholic
adherents of Temperance in Halifax implored of
me in a body to save them from the confusion in=
to which they were thrown and to patronize them
in n New Society, as they could not ngree in the
old, feehng it was tay imperative duty to encour-
age every virtue tnd remove the occasion of eves
ry vice, I did assent to their most earnest and ra-
tionel request. But in doing so 1 carefully avoid-
=d everything which could be tortured into an of-
fence against others.

. The charge of hastility to Temperance way at
onde given up for others of so grave a‘ natare,

that the. Public Journals were selected as {ha ve-!

hicles of abyse and slander. Bat even here in

iquity hathalso belied jtselt™” Ps. xxvi. 13, and |
van a3y with ihe Pealmist lvi-2: My soul trust-
#1h in. tis Lozd, end under tbe shadow of his

| and they shall not perish ! (Jonas iii. 9.)

pammcommsia e pre
fhope, nntil tuiquity ~ )ﬁiﬁt %“m

wings will i

away. >
, Db not be ‘g¥prized, my dearly beloved Bre-

thren, at the endurance of this niyuity. amonget
us.ar the seeming impnnity with which the wicks
ed are allowed gm perpetrate mischief amongst
the friends.of God. ** A wicked .man liveth s
long time in s wickedness' (Eccles. vii. 16}
¢« Because the wicked man 1s reserved to the day
of destruction,& he shall be brought to the dayof
wrath’ (Job xxi. 30.) ¢ God is patient’ says pne
of the Fathers, ‘because he is eternal,” and the
eternity of his wrath id reserved for impenitent
sinners. And accordmg to ancther, f every sine
ner is permitied to live, either that he-may +be
converted, or that the patience of the just may bs
tried by him." It s night, therefore, that swe
should patiently bear those whom God endures,
and remembering our own swns, have compassion
on the obduracy of others. According fp iho
beautiful sentiment of the Holy Dostor i travae
last quoted (Augustine) *es when wo ourselyes
were sinners, we were tolerated by the jush 8o
if we have become good, let us tolevate with pae
tience, the unhappy sinnera by whom we aré sur-
roundeG.” ¥ho hnows but thatin recompgnse
of our charity. He ¢ who is a God not of diss-n+
sion but of peace’ {1 Cor xvi. 33) may soften their
now callous hearts, and induce them toreturn
with docility anc obedience to the * One Shepe
herd' into the unity and peace of the ¢ Qne Sheeps
fold." ¢ Who can tcll if God will turmad fore
give; and will turn sway from his fierce anger,

{t cqnsoles me to think that there is some flops
of so desirable af termiuvation of our scandals.
With what joy should we not hail so auspicious
an event, and with what charity should we.not
press to our hearts our erring but dear apd repens
tant brethren! Oh ! how delightful would, itnot
then be, for brethren to dwell togetheriguaie
ty and love, and to walk with counsent in the
House of God!" (Ps. cxxxii. 1 and liv. 15) °

Charsty is patient, is kind . . . igaot proe
voked to anger beareth, &ll things,
hopeth all things, endareth all things, pevef fslls
oth away. Follow after charity, be zealous for
spiritual gifts’ (1 Cor xiii 4, 7,8, & ziv.1.}.

¢ Grace unto you and Peace’ Dearly Beloyed
Brethren. ¢ from (fod our Father, and from “th#
Lord Jesua Clirict? Amen (2 Cor i.2) 0

B s
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.. A VISIT TO LATRAPPE. . :

Durixe a short stay in Patis I syas
affofded an opportunity of Eopipazing
my cotstrymen with the nativeg.of a
kingdom- g0 neat us, yet 85 unlikeevery
thing English. 1 wa8: sfryek withijthe
difference - between the .60 tagiturd

Englishiman-and'the cadisssly loguaats
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The Cross.

*ohs Monsieur. Beth I thought were'in
- the " extreme ; the one appeared to me
‘not suffieiently communicative, and the
- other was the disagreeable vehicle of
;an all-engrossing volubility. I fairly
* wished that I could compound ihe
- matter between them, or that they
would make a mutual exchange of a
"eertain portion of each other’s convivial
--qualities. The amalgamation, it ap-
: peared to me, would have a very happy
s effect. © -
In mixed companies I had an opportu-
‘ nity of hearing the opinions of resident-
;. of Paris and of thosz in the nrovinees,
* on several subjects. In England we
.. frequiently hear of the vencration with
.~which Frenchmen recall the memory of
* Napoleon, and ofthe enthusiasm with
. .which they expatiate on the happiness
they enjoyed under hisrule. I,how.
- ever, capnot confirm such reports from
" experience ; I have heard nothing from
- the mouths of Frenchmen bordering on
extatic admitation - of that great man,
- or expressive of censure of the present
¢+ king and goverment; under- whose
dqmlmon, if they do not possess ‘every
bappmess, they, at least, seem to think
ihey are lmprow ing,and will ultimately
enjoy the fruits of ajust and peaceful
«»-rexgn. All, it is true, are not equally
. -contented, because, whercver there are
- poverty and vice, men will, whatever
statesmen may say, acquite the habit
:‘ ;6f eomplaining.-
The topic, the discussion of which
excited my attention ‘most strongly, was,
the restoratien of religion : some warmly
““fhaigtained that the Revolution was
‘ "'ﬁfot}t'xctive of much benefit to religion ;

- that there were apparent causes for
'i "steh'a revalsion of national feeling ; that
9. the elergy did 2ot for various reasons,
“-possessﬁihewmzndence of the people;

’Qha.-'wﬁeﬂ-%hey‘éeased to be objects of

esteem, they were numbered with the
enemies of the nation, and were, there-
fore, more recklessly and deservedly
persecuted. Others denied, with more
powerful and convincing argnment ;
that the Revolution was productive of .
the alleged benefits ; they maintained
that tne cxistence of abuses, however
enormous, cculd not sanction the iudis-
criminate slaughter of the innocent and
the guilty ; that, however individuals
may have degraded their high office, by
‘becoming tools to carry into operation
the mischievous measures of the court,
instcad” of proclaiming the precepts of
the Gospel, thé many, ho censured
their conduct hy precept and example,
should not have been doomed to the
fate of traitots: They did not mean to
deny that many grievous abuses existed
anterior o’ that direful eaent, and that
it may have been their inévitable result ;
but witnessing the demoralising effects
of the extensive catastrophe, the infidal-
ity it engendered, and the total subversi-
on of al! lawful subordination, it was
impossibie to maintain that the evilit
produced, did not, beyond comparison,
omweigh the good

In the same Spmt of censure and
praise were canvassed tae meritsof the
religious orders. One party maintained
that their multiplication was useless,
and that monasteries served as refuge
for their idle and ambitious ; and tbat
it was much more conducive to the pub-
lic good to have the conduct of every
iman cognizable by the tribunal of pub-
lie opinions. The other party, which I
considered my own, proved their opi-
nrions more sound by analizing those of
their antagonists, and asser ted that the
order of Latrappe alone was a host in
favour of such institutions.  Having
often heard of this order before; 1 was
angieus to leain what 1 could concern-

{
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‘ing them, and was delighted to hear
that a house of their’s lay not much out
of my we_ as Ireturned to England. |
accordingly made such arrangements,
previous to my setting out, as enabled
me stop for a few days at a small vil-
lage called Picquiny, situate on a beau-
tiful river in the province of Picardy,
and abont one mile distant from Hugard-
he, where there is a monastery of
Trappists.  The morning aftarmy ar-
rival Iset out to visita society which,
as1 experienced, had elicited the praise
and excited the censure of mankind.
On leaving the village, the monastery
was exhibited‘pleasingly to my view;
it is as pirturesquely situated as a rea.
sonable admirer of rural scenery could
desire. From the spot where I stood I
had a north-west view of the house:
on my right was a wide extent of coun-
try, as far as the eye could reach, in-
terspersed with groups of irees over-
shadowing the ivy-clad temples which
shot their clevated spires {rom between,
in solemn and imposing grandeur.
Through the middle of the joyous scenc,
a river flowed in unruflled serenity
along, bearing on its bosom, at the time,
'no other burden than the gentle zephyr
which played on its surface, and which
left no other trace behind but the cool

ness it diffiused through the surround-,

ing air. On the left was the

time from the ordinary pursuits of men,
and enter into converse with beings,
naturally, indeed, like ourselves, but
spiritually elevated to a height of perfec-
tion from which the bustling occupations
of life necessarily shut out the rest of
the world. The mere philosopher,
no Jdoubt, if we eredit his own assertion,
would be above sauch impresions ; his
reason would be lowered by such
humiliating sentiments, but ¥ think 1t
impossible for an ordinary Christian of
any persuasionto be on the point of
witnessing sucha scene without emoti-
ons in some measure correspondingto
those | felt on the occasion.

There was alinost an uninterrupted
stiliness from the time I left the village
till Tarrived at the gate leading to the
rear of tle monastery. The road was
very indifferent, but that part of the
couniry at my right was in "a high
state of caltivation, and showed manifest
proof of active and unceasing industry.
This land as I afterwards learned wis
part of an extensive farm attached to
the house, and was then under the sgle
management of the community, Ha-
ving arrived at the entrance, I rangthe
belr; tlie gate was opened Bya fall
figure, whose countenance strongly
indicated a life of pious mortificatign.
His manner, however, was polite ;yhe

nastery . introduced me to another religious,

‘with its gardens and the extensive farm t who acquainted the abbot of iy arrival.
attached to it; this farm lieson a geuntle ' T was immediately ushered isto ths

acelivity, and progresses in height till it!

terminates in a woudy mountain that
overlooks the house. It is admirably
eultivated, even tastefuli, laid cut, and

imparts an appeatance of quict comfort |

to the place not <veiry where scen .in
France.

There is sometbing very uncommon
. .experienced when we are going to
*geperate ourseives, for even a short

parluar or waiting roum, where' I dat
alone for about fifteen minutes.” The
farniture of this apartment, as may be
expected, was comprised of those axi-
cles which were*absolutely indispensa-
ble. * I' observed:' hanging over “the
chimmey piece, the portrait ofxfatis
XVIiL, who . restored ' the ‘ordergin
France';under ittestéd a-smallbronzad
citeifinyat-one side"wds zpictureol a
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eonvert, called Thais, who is said to l individuala, whose devotion and purity
have been dissuaded from a witked life | of intention it would be difficult to sus-

by ore ef the fathers of the Egyptian ]pect

desert in the fifth century.
together wijth a few chairs, a table, aid
asideboard, compréhended the furniture
of this little apartment:

At length the door épened, and the
abbot made his appearance; he was
domething less "than forty vears old, of
the middle size ; his eyes were quick
end penetratmg, yet evincing great
goodness of heart and & gentlrness of
disposition that scémed Tess mnatural
than acquired ; I rose at his approach,
made my ubedicnee, which he retufned,
“or rather prevented, by his immediate
and kind introduction of himself; he
inquired with a seeming goodness and

- modesty, how far I had travelled, and
then entered into a familiar tonversatiott
taking care to make every incidént turn

_to the advantage of religion, ahd to
keep alive by continual reﬁemon the
end of his profession. He spoke in
general terms of the commendable and

. ‘edifying lives of his community, and of
the austerities which the rulesof the

~order enforced. I took the liberty of
- hinting tq him what the opinions of
;Jeople in the world were, as I under-
-stood them, for and against his institute.
- He calmly observed, that all who leave
.¢he common track of the world are sure
40 be censured, because their lives are

-3 ftacit reproach to the majority, who

--have no -notion of renouncing their

.,@easure or their folly.
> At this moment the bell of the mon-

- gstery rang ; the abbot arose and inti-

- ‘meated to’me that he was going ‘o cha-

--pel; end seemed to signify that, if [

)

In the ‘vorld, when we behold

These, lednfymg and Chtistian conduct, we may

be on our gaurd against false appear-
ances ; bnt here the most wary circums
spection and the deepest penetration
would find it difficult, 1f not impossible,
to draw such conclusions. Human na-
ture does not willingly run after such
uncommon proofs of devotional zeal .as
are here to bt witnessed ; nor will the
hypocrite give uip the delights and plea-
sures of life, and bécédiie a voluntary
inmate of an abode from which they are
all rigidly excluded- The abbot took
his seat opposite the altar, at the lower
end ofthe little chapel, exactly in thé
middle between the religious, from
whence he could ¢ommand a view of the
whole ceremony. The service was
compused chiefly of the psalins, read and
chaunted in the Latin language, and
lasted about forty-five minutes. 1 had
frequently heard it remarked, and was
myself not free from thic impression, that
the recital of a lahguage tinknown to the
majotity detrdacteéd much from the effects
which ptayer in the vernscular tongué
produces. 1 know not, ifail who joi1. ed
in the church service, at my visit, un-
derstood what they read, but certainly
there was no dificiency of what might be
termed real devotional feelings, which
is all*that can be expected from a litur-
gy in whatever larignage it may be re-
cited.

From the chapel I was again shown
into the parlour, where was served np a
repast consisting of eggs, fruit, and cy-
de, together with some excellent bread

, and a bottle of tolerable wine; I dmeci

‘thought proper, I also might accompany ' heartily, and during the greater part of
‘hina’- ~Onentering the plaee of devctwn, the time ohe of the members sat with

'fwaﬁ&'pxﬁsser} with & solemt and re-
- ligiousawe; T was in fhe company of

1

me, but did not taste of the fare. He
seemed quite cheerful and happy, and I
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was fully impressed with a conviction
that he was one o1 those who were la-
houring for a future and eternal reward.

'There was indeed such a seemiing hap-
py coincidence of disposition between
the different members of this house, that
they appeared to be animated only by
feelings of obedience and resignation.
After dinner, I was introduced to ano-
ther monk, who kindly shewed me the
house; we ascended by ample stcne
stairs, the bannisters of which were of
iron, to the firstand only floor. The
house seemed constructed on the ancient
scale of opulence, and to have been
once tenanted by a lordly possessor.

On the right is the dormitory, siwuated
over the chapel. The abbot has a small
room or study the, door of which opens
into this apartn ent, and behind it is
another room, to which you ascend by a
few steps, appropriated to the use of
those whose business was more eon-
stantly onthe farm. The beds were
composed of straw, made iato hard pal-
liasses ; the eovering consisted of a blun-
ket. The front windows look over a
wide extent of country; immediately
below them is ane of the gardens in
which are grown vegtables—the princi-
ple diet of the monks. On the right
was a new chapel then unfinished ; and
beyond it the ruins of a church which
the revolutionary fury had demolished.

In the garden and shrubbery the monks
take their oecasional recreation ; but it
is remarkable that few avail themselves
of the hour after dinner devoted to ex-
ercise : the majovrity prefer spending it
in prayer before the altar. On the left
of the landing-place are situated the
apartments in which pious christians,
who needed a temporary retirement,

were accommodated. They pay a t_xji-
fling sum for their board; one of the
rooms was then occepied by an English

genglewan, who had served in the pes
ninsular war : he spoke of the brathers.
with a sincere fervour, inspired by an.
adiniration of their charity and meek-
ness. He declared that the time he had
spent in the manastery was the haps
piest period of his life. From the chas.
pel you ascend by a blaek stairease to.
another large apartment, called the cha-
pel room, where the monks daily con-
clude their devotions—In this room ara.
a number of shelves. for books, and here
the brethren publicly acknowledge
whatever breaches of their rules or.other,
feults they may have been guilty of.

The monks ave divided into two
classes. Those who sing the office are
callzd the choir rehvxous, and those
who are more constantly employed on,
the farm are termed lay-brothers. The
habits of all are composed of coarse
woollen cloth, the only difference beingz-
in the colpur. They also wear hoods,
like those usually represented in draw-.
ings; the silence maintaned -might be-
thou«ht the most difficult part of the.
rule ; yet Icould hardly perceive that
any effort is necessary for them to come.
ply with it. Though they never speak;
they perfectly understand each other,\
nor does it seem to banish that vivacity.
and cheerfulness so well becoming-
christians. The number of this ¢ome.
munity, when I saw them, was some.
where about forty. Several, I under~
stood, leave it after spendmg some.
time in their noviciate ; but the abbo#
assured e, during his short interview,,
that many returned and perseverance.
crowned their efforts. Their austériti-.
es are considered by the generality af
christians as extremely rigotous. "Fhey
fast for more than six months of the.
year en one mehl, and perpetually.

abétein from ﬁesh-meat, fish, but’te:;;ggu
and cheeu ~The St :éftgbn

<t
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composed of yegetables, dressed in an
unsavoury smanncr, and some household
bread. They use cider at dinner.
During the rest of liic year tihey have
wo meals 2 day ¢f mueh the syme
quality. They 1ise at two o’clock
every itorning, and on festivals at
twelve at night. From two’tll four
they sing that part of the office called
mattins. Those who sing the ,whole
office, work in the fields about hzlf the
day. . The lay-brothers work lounger,
but these perform their devotions whcre
ever they are, when apprised by the
ringing of the bell, that God ought to
be worghipped. It has heen disputed
whether theirmode of living be not
calculated to shorten the time of human |
existence. 1 certainly think habit
undoubtedly lightens the burden in
iime ; but a debilitated constitation is,
I feur; too often the result. I cannot
however, take upon me to aseribe to
tfze_i; lives undue and ill regulated zeal
Good sense cannot be denied to those
sglto, renouncing the pleasuicsof this
world, by lawl' | mecans accelerate the
passession of the next, tne happiness of
which they ever have before their eyes.
Whoever visits them may zot indeed’
epprove of their rigorous tieatment of
themselves : but his labour will be well
x‘zéggigl,_as fie can hardly do so without
ealivening his faith, and invigorating’
his:virtae.

o
.

.On . meeting the superior a second,
fime, I.expressed the pleasure I derived
from wifnessing the order and rgulari-
ti..which pervaded his house, and the
Zeal with which its members seemed
to .be actuated in  whatever they
performed,  Sueh, he said, was the
constant and andeviating tepor of their

liyes - Rliniself he thought the lowest

i hexedeale ofsmeyit'Sa-dhp. whole!

assemblage. . “Yet,” he observed,,
“whalever is my own staie in the sight
of Ileaven, I feel s great satisfaction
in seeing those over whom I amn placed,,
comply so exactly with what they have,
undertaken. ‘The happiness I derive
from this reflection, makes all my la-
bours appear as nothing.”  These,,
surely, were the rematksof a zealous
pastor, of a kind and vencvelent father,
whose chicf confort lay in the welfare
and prosperity of his children.—To
pretend that I did not fcel the full foree
of such disinterestedness, would be’
saying, in other words, that my heart
was cased against K every impression,
which religion, humanity, and the most
exalted virtue could inspirc.

I was about to take my leave, and.
conclude my visit, when the abbot
informed me that, if I thought proper,
I might be accommodated for the night.
To this invitation I gladly assented.
The next day, after breakfast, I depart-,
ed, impressed with sentimments . of,
revesence and regard for a people of
whom I had fiequently heard, and the
description of whose pious and edifying
lives falls infinitely short of the reality.,
The abbot accompanied me part of the
way; I learned from him that he
officiated in the parish eburch, the great
scarcity of priests rendeiing this neces-
sary. We erossed the river ina boat
belonging to the monastery, and I parted
from him on the high road leading to
Abbevilie, whére I took my ceat for.
Calais, perfectly satisfied in having
come a little out of my way, to visit a
set of men who exemplify in their per-
sons the practice of the greatest au-
sterities, joined to a supereminent.
degree of gentleness, meekuess, and
humility. ‘



