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BETHANY—FROM

Bethany—From a Photograph.

BY THE REV, GEO. J, BOND, B.A.

As one turns down the elopes of Olivet
toward the wilderness, a quarter of an hour’s
walk, or less, brings one to a ruined village,
hidden, till just as we reach it, by a roc%(y |
ridge. A ruined village, truly, it is ;
village never to be forgotten, "It is Bethany,
the scene of some of the most touching inci-
dents in Our Lord’s life, and bearing even inits
modern name El-’Azriyeh (from E1-’Azin,
Arabic for Lazarus), a memento of His mighti-
est miracle. The houses are rude, massive,
and built of old materials ; there is a ruinous
tower or other lofty structure in a prominent

osition, on its higher side. There are some

ne, shady olives on the sides of the road near
by, and a few fig trees, It must have been
different when He was here, and these rocky

| environs were carefu

| rus, almost the onl

| in his four-day’s death.s)

A PHoOTOGRAPH,

lly terraced and filled with
palm-trees, laden with the fruit from which it
| took its name—for Bethany means the House
of Dates. Like most o*! v sitesin Palestine, it
has now nothing but .. ciations to charm.
But what associations clusi.. around it | Here
was the home of Mary and Martha and Laza.
y visiting place our Lord
allowed Himself. Here, somewhere, though
hardly in the spot they show us, Lazarus lay
eep, when the voice
to mortal life. Here
Simon the Leper, where
ove of gratitude, anointed
tly spikenard; and here,
close by, in some sequestred mook of these
hills—for He led them out ** as far as to Beth-
any "—the risen Lord took leave of His dis-
ciples, gave them His final commission and
| blessing, and then ascended to the heaven
| from which He had come; ‘“and a cloud
| received Him out of their sight.”

of the Christ recalled him
was the house of

Mary, in the lavish 1
her Lord with cos

55—
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TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1891

of the young Methodists of Canada might be di-
rected as never before to the providential origin
of Methodism and its development through-
out the world. To hold such meetings suc-
cessfully will require considerable local energy
and effort. A committee representing the
Young Peoples’ A or Schools should
take it in hand at the earliest opportunity.
If a public meeting on & week night be not
held, we hope that, at least, special prom-
inence will be given in all our Epworth
Leagues and Sunday-schools to the 1 of
the life and labors of the fuunder of Methodism.,
Every Sunday-school library should have a
good life of John Wesley. The best and brief-

est that we know, is a recent volume by the
Rev. Richard Green, d)rloe fifty cents ; and one
that we like better still, and of greater fulness,
by the Rev. Matthew Lelievre, price thirty-
five cents. Both are published by the Wesley
Conference Office, and are for sale at the Metho-
dist Book Room, in Toronto, Montreal and

Halifax.

We shall give several illustrated articles in
both Magazine and Onward ¢ early Method-
ism, and on the life and death of its founder.
Dr. Ryerson’s book on *‘ Epochs of Canadian

2041

The Wesley Centennial.

Ix the month of March twenty-five miilions
of ““people called Methodists " will have their
thoughts directed to the centennial anniversary
of the death of John Wesley. The General
Conferenc has directed that on Sunday, March
18t, sermons commemorative of that event shall
be preached in all our churches. We would
take the liberty of making the further sugges-
tion that our Sunday-schools and Epworth
Leagues throughout the country should also
have a suitable co.umemoration. That it may
be worthy of the occasion, no time should be
lost in beginning to prepare therefor. Where
practicable, we would further suggest that, on
Monday evening, March 2nd, the combined
Epworth Leagues or Sunday ~chools in our
towns and cities should have a joint meeting,
at which short papers should be read, or
addresses given on the Epworth rectory, its
home-life and influence, and on the different
aspects of early Methodism, and its develop-
ment. A selection of the excellent hymns of
John Wesley in our hymn-book might be sung,
such as Nos. 54, 131, 207, 302, 404, 504 and
611, In this way the thought and attention

thodism,” will also give much interesting
information, and so especially will the new
centennial volume now in press.

We hope to announce prires for the best
essays on the life of Wesley.

The Rev. Dr. M. P. Morrow, in the New
York Christian Advocate says:—Students of
literature are familiar with the evergrowing
fame of Mr. Wesley among the great teachers
of our time. Macaulay's declaration that ‘‘he
had & genius for government not inferior to
Richelien,” was followed by Buckle's finer
characterization, that ‘‘ he was the greatest of
ecclesiastical legislators ;” and now comes Mr.
Leckey, uylnf, “ he has had a wider construc-
tive influence in the sphere of practical religion
than any other man who hasappeared since the
sixteenth century.”

In -Eito of this, I donot think that Mr. Wes-
ley is honored enough by his followers on this
side of the Atlantic. hitefield received his
award. Like Petrarch, he put his hand upon
his own laurel wreath. A preacher only, yet
what a preacher ! His work was ephemeral, for
it was unorganized. But within Methodism
Wesley is immeasurably greater than White-
field, and we, beyond the touch of his vanished
hand, ought to keep his memory green.

To do this we may surely seize the centennial
of his death as a Emvldenthl hour in which to
tell the story of his life and speak his praise.
Many of our people stand under the shadow of
his name knowing not his history or the world-
wide, many-sided influences of his conduct and
teaching. These justified the historian Green
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in sayiag, ‘“ The Methodists th lves are the
least result of Methodism.” Let something be
done to arouse interest in the first and greatest
Methodist.

(a) Let sermons be preached in every church
on Sunday, March lst, 1891, in which Mr.
Wealey’s life and characteristic teaching should
be stated and portrayed.

(b) On the same day there ought to be special
exercises in all our Sunday-schools. It is fitting
that our scholars should be told that forty years
before Robert Raikes began his work in Eng-
land, John Wesley had started a Sunday-school
in Savannah.

The English Wesleyans send the following
notice, mg there are many who will sympati-
ize :—

A series of memorial services will be held in
City Road Chapel, London, beginning March
2, 1891. A new tombis proposed for esley,

pondered, and nothing is admitted that shall:
not combine interest and instruction with,
religious trath. We invite our friends who.
have nct made a tris! of this method to do so.
Our publishing house can give much better-
value for the ey to our school papers.
which we print ourselves, than in books which.
we have to buy, paying heavy duty and costs,
of importation thereon. In no way can such,
good value for the money be given our schools.
a8 in furnishing the Magazine, Onward and.
Pleasant Hours and the other periodicals of our
house.

WeE are glad to report great prosperity in our -
periodicals for 1891 ; subscriptions are comiug

and his house is to be put in’repair as a
for Methodist antiquities. The graveyard in
which Wesley’s lies, and in which are the
tombs of many Methodist celebrities, will have
some needed ﬁ’nprovemauh made upon it.

In the Schools.

For cheap reading the Methodist Magazine
has become increasingly popular from year to
year in the schools. Its attractive illustrated
articles, its interesting serial stories, its papers
on live Methodist topics, and especially its
admirable descriptions of Bible lands, have
made it a great favorite with teachers and
senior scholars. In a ber of schools it
circulates to a considerable extent as a substi-
tute for libraries, as being fresher, cheaper and
more attractive. A number of schools have
taken up .o ten copies a month, and one school
has taken forty copies a month for circulation.
It can easily be shown that this is a cheaper
way of getting good reading than the ordinary
Sunday-school library. For $1.60, the price at
which the Magazine is given to the schools,
will be furnished twelve numbers of 104 pages
each, with about thirty beautiful engravings in
each number. This is about equivalent to ten
or twelve ordinary Sunday-school books cost-
ing 85 or $6. It is a matter for frequent com-
plaint that many Sunday-school libraries con-
tain books of sensational, frivolons and even
pernici haracter. It is almost impossible
in purchasing en bloc to exercise the careful

supervision that should be exercised. But
every line which appears in the Magazine and
Onward and our other publications is carefully

in in unp bers. The enlarg
ment and improvement of the Baxngr gives.
great satisfacti Its circulation, we conf-

dently expect, will be a long way in advance.

Our new paper Onward has also met with a
ulll:i“hblyl enclrumil:x: réception, i
golden opinions have been expressed b;
ministers and Sunday-school worke!-. Tht:g-
best mtimonr, however, is that of large sub-
scriptions which have come from many schools
in the town and cities, and numerous subscrip-
tions for smaller numbers from a widely scat-
tered constituency of countryand vil schools.
The subscription list has reached or day,
and already on Jsuu:? 5th, over l2,&l) sul
scriptions were received.

e subscriptions to Pleasant Hours and oux

other periodicals are also largely on the increase..

None of these papers have yet met our ideal..
We hope to go on improving from month to.
month, Send in your subscriptions promptly,
80 a8 to get the series unbroken from the begin-
ning of the year. No effort shall be spared on,
the part of publisher and editor to meet every
expectation of our friends,

“Onward.”

Tae Rev. J. W. Totten, of Oshawa, writes.
of our new paper:—I hail with delight this.
latest of our publications, known as Onward.
Something of this kind has been in my mindl
for a length of time. Iam delighted with the:
appearance of the lqu' I believe it can be-
made a gulat l'nvo 3 upoch“lz.lmllm i:lk ﬁio

oung people of our congregat N it
:uy%n introduced into many homes where
more expensive publications have uever been
taken. tead of hindering the circulation of
our Guardian, we hope it help it by creat-
ing an a te for our other excellent publica-
tions, e wish it t suceess, and ope to-
do our share in making it such,
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Sunday-school Helps.

.

TugRE are persons who complain that under
the International Sunday-school Lesson system,
there is not that close and con-ecutive study of
the Bible that was possible before its introduc-
tion.  With such a complaint we cannot at all
agree. It is true, that in many cases, teachers
m{ rely too much upon the Lesson Helps,
which may thus enfeeble instead of strengthen
their powers. It is also true that diligent
students with only a Bible and a concordance,
and such commentaries as may be within their
reach, may dig out for themselves most valuable
Bible lessons; and that much is thus discovered
by the student, is of much more value than any
which can be given him by others. But every
system must be regarded as a whole, and not in
its few individual cases.

We think it unquestionable that more intelli-

t, more complete, more thorough study is

ng given to the Bible in consequence of the
international system, than ever before. The
best Biblical scholars of the day devote their
best energies to the elucidation of the sacred
text. W hole commentariesarebeing condensed
into fly leaves, which are scattered like the
leaves of autumn throughout the length and
breadth of the land. Leaves of the tree of life,
which shall be for the healing of the natious.

These leaflets go, too, where the voice of the
living teacher is seldom or never heard. We
have seen them in the hands of the poor unlet-
tered colored teachers in the black belt of
Alabama, who, without these aids, could not
teach the poor colored children at all They

to the remoul:ﬁnnl of our land, to the fish-

g villages of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia;
to the lumbering regions of New Brunswick and
of the Upper Ottawa ; to the mountain settle-
ments of British Columbia ; to the remotest
{lwu on the frontier, and do much to elevate

he standard of living in these places.

Nor are the needs of the most advanced
teachers neglected. In such books of D. W.
Hurlbut's and Doherty’s Teachers’ Commentary,
there are brought ther the best thought of
the best thinkers on the selected portions of the
Holy Scriptures. They arecomprehensive com-
mentaries, full of critical information and prac-
tioal suggesti ¢ e mlected 3
Accurate and elegant maps and engravings,
large and small, speak through the eye to the
understanding. "

Fourteen years ago such books as these were
impossible, but now, so great is the demand,
that publishers are warranted in spending large
sums of money in the preparation of these
commentaries and serial lessons helps, whose
circulation in the aggregate is so enormous.

—_—

A NoBre and attractive every-day bearing
comes of good of si ity, of refi t;
and these are bred in years, not in moments. —
F. D. Huntington,

Book Notices

Boston Homilies : Short Sermons on the Inter-
national Sunday-school Lessons for 1891.
New York: Hunt & FEaton. Toronto :
Willian Briggs. Price, §1.25.

For several yearsa very admirable series of
sermons on the lessons has been issued by the
Boston Monday Club, a number of Congrega-
tional ministers. The present volume is one of
similar character, by a number of the most dis-
tinguished men in~ Methodism, all of them
members of the Alpha Chapter of the Convoca-
tion of Boston University, one of the leading
Methodist institutions of the United States.
Among the contributors are:—Dr. P. Raymond,
President of Wesleyan University, Middletown,
Conn. ; Dr. McPowell, Chancellor of University
of Denver, Col.; Dr. Bashford, President of
Ohio Wesleyan University ; Prof. Mitchell,
Dean Huntingdon, and Prof. Curtis, of Boston
University, and a number of other distinguished
ministers. The volume consists of forty-eight
short, crisp, incisive sermons on the Sunday-
school Lessons for the whole year. It will ge
found very helpful to superintendents and
teachers,

One Little Life. By MArY Lowk DICKINSON,
Pp. 272. New York : Hunt & Faton. To-
ronto : William Briggs.

Mrs, Dickinson is one of the sweetest and
purest writers on American Methodism. There
is an elevation of thought, and of literary
style much superior to that found in most Sun-
day-school books. This is the story of a life con-
secrated to the interest of humanity, and to the
noble altruism, and the unselfish endeavor to
benefit and bless mankind. It will iospire in
its readers lofty ideals, and suggest practical
Christian work.

A Piece of Kiuly Hunter's Life. By Mary E,
Bamrorp. Pp. 336. New York : Hunt &
Eaton. Toronto : William Briggs.

This is & well-written story in the form of a
girl’s diary. It gives us a IME into the re-
cesses of a girl's heart, ennobled by suffering and
sorrow. It describes vividly the trials of a
young author endeavoring to procure recogni-
tion, and also her compensating joys in, “‘wreak-
ing her thought upon expression,” and at
length procuring tardy fame and modest com-
pensation.

Phabe ; or, The Ewirga of William Hock. By
Mary Hagkierr Norris, Pp. 308, New
York: Hunt & Eaton,

This book, by the author of those successful
volumes, *‘ Dorothy Delafield ” and *“ A Damsel
of the Eighteenth Century,” will be welcomed
by the many friends whom the writer has won
by her previous volumes. These are studies of
American Methodist life, with certain forei
elements that are very interesting and in-
stractive,




Opening ard Closing Services.
FPIRST QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE.,

I Responsive Sentences,
Supt. 1 was glad when they
Let us go into tga house of the Lord.

School. Pray for the peace of J erusalem ;
they shall prosper that love thee, s
Supt. Peace be within thy walls, and pros.
perity within thy palaces.
School. For my brethren and companions’
sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee,

A uf( Because of the house of the Lord our
God I will seek thy good.

said unto me,

IV. Reading Scripture lesson,

LESSON SERVICE,
I Class Study of the Lesson.
IL Singing Lesson Hymn,

III. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out.
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert.

the Lesson,

IV. Review and Application of
by Pastor or Superintendent,

V. The Supplemental Lesson.

VI. Announcements (especially of the Church
, and week-evening prsyoi-muﬁng).

CLOSING SERVIOE,

L Singing.
II. Responsive Sentences,
Supt. The Lord bless thee, and keep thee.
School. The Lord make his face to shine upon
thee, and be gracious unto thee, .
Supt. The Lord lift up his countenance upon
ee, and give thee peace.
IIL. Dismission.
APOSTLES' OREEL,
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His
fson our Lord : who was conceived b: the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day He rose from the dead :
He ascended into heavén, and sitteth on the

right hand of God the Father Alnij hty ; fro
gu;:.:lio shall come to judge the‘q:{o'k u:

e
I believe in the

Holy Ghost ; the Hol: .
olic Church; the i o By

communion of saints; the

veness of sins; the resurrection of th
Y i and the life everlasting, Am:. E
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In Darkest England and the Way
6ut."

Tats book is the literary
The first edition was “rg
hours of tke time of issue.

sensation of the day.
austed within three

It is characterized
by Mr. Stead, as the most epoch-making book
o{ the times, It is worthy of the profoundest
study by every lover of his kind, as an heroic
attempt to grapple with some of the Ppressing
social problems of the day.

The book is divided into two parts: 1. The
Darkness and 2. The Deliverance. The first
part is like the prophet’s scroli, written within
and without with lamentation and mourning
and woe. It is like a chapter from Dante’s
‘‘Inferno.” There are, says General Booth, a
million of souls in the richest country of the
world, who would die during one month from
starvation, if not relieved by the hand of
charity. Add to this the great multitude just
above the starvation point, and he asserts that
one-tenth of God’s Englishmen are doomed to
a service of those great Twin Devils, Destitution
and Despair. Like the Hebrew Kro het, he
denounces wickedness and wrong in high places;
firms which reduce sweating to a fine art and
grind the faces of the poor. ““These men now-
adays are sent to parliament to make laws for
the people. The old prophets sent them to
hell, but here we have changed all that; they
send their victims to hell, while they are re-
warded by all that wealth can give.”

General Booth pleads for the thousands of
poor wretches who, as Bishop South said,
‘‘are not so much born into this world as
damned into it.” He brings a tremendous
indictment against the drink system. ‘‘Nine-
tenths of our poverty, squalor, vice and crime,”
be says, *‘ spring from this poisonous tap root,”
With true Christ-like #pirit he yearns over
the outcast, the disinherited and the lost. He
contemplates the salvation not only of the
bodics but the souls of these outcasts, “I pro-
pheey,” he says, ‘“the uttermost disappointment
s the citadel of the heart is reached, If
ielp the man it is in order that we may
change him.” He urges the fulfilment of the
wonderful words of the prophet (see Isaiah lviii.
6-12). The passage is too long toquote, but our
readers we hope will all refer to it,
The second and major of the book is
devoted to the problem of deliverance. It is
like that thrilling episode in Stanley’s narra-
tive, his emergence from the reeking forest of
darkest Africa into the brieht and beautiful
lateau. It is almost like the transition from
te's nether world to the Paradiso. He
does not minify the magnitude of the task,
He proposes the extension, as described in the

« In Darkest B’%and and the Way Out. By Gsazray
Boorn. 8vo, pp. 285..

. 8vo, xxxl. New York: Funk & Wi alls;
and Methodist Book Rooms, Toronto, Montreal Hali-
ftax. With large colored frontispiece. Price, §1.25.

sl wan [ Continued on page 80.)
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FIRST QUARTER:

B. C. 906.]
GOLDEN TEXT.
Authorized Version.

1 Kings 19. 118,

[Commit to memory verses
9, 10.]

1 And A'hab told Jez'e-bel all that E-li%jah had
done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets
with the sword.

@ Then Jez'e-bel sent a messenger unto E-li'jah,
saying, So let ti:e gods do to me, and more also, if
1 make not thy life as the life of one of them by to-
morrow about this time.

8 And when he saw that, be arose, and went for
bis life, and came to Be'er-she'ba, which belongeth
to Ju'dah, and left his servant there.

4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the
-wilderness, and came and sat down undera junirer—
“tree : and he requested for himself that he m ght
-die ; and said, It is enough; now O Lorp, take
<away my life ; for I am not better than my futhers.

5 And as he lay and xlept under a juniper-trce, be-
‘hold, then an angel touched him, snd said unto
Aim, Arise and eal,

6 And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake
“baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head.
And he did eat and drink, and laid him down
again.

‘7 And the angel of the Lorp came again the
socond time, and touched him, and said, Arise and
eat ; because the journey ds too great for thee.

8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went
“in the strength of that meat forty days and forty
nights unto Ho'reb the mount of God,

9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged
“there ; and, behold, the word of the Lorp came to
him. and be said unto him, What doest thou here,
_E-li‘jah?

10 And he said, 1 have been very jealous for the
TLorp God of hosta: for the children of Is'ra-¢l have
‘forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine alturs,
and slain thy prophets with thesword ; and 1, even i
only, am left; and they seck my life, to take it
away.

11 And he said, Go forth, and stund upon the
mount before the Lorp. And, beholl, the Lorp
by, und a great and strong wind rent the
mountains, und brake in pieccs the rocks before
the Lorp ; but the Lorp was not in the wind: und
after the wind an_earthquake; but the Lonrp was
not in the earthquake :

12 And after the earthquake a fire ; but the Lorp
avas not in the fire: and after the fire a still small
voice.

13 And it wus s0, when E-1i'jah heard 4, that he
wrapped his fice in his mantle, and went out, and
stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold,
there camen voice unto him, and said, What doest
thou here, E-li"juh?

14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the
Lorp God of hosts : because the children of 1sra-el

STUDIES CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL.
LESSON V. ELIJAH AT HOREB.
Fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee. Gen. 26. 24.

[Feb. 1¢

Revised Version.

1 Aud A'hub told Jez'e-bel all that E-1i’jah had
done, and withal how e had slain all the
2 prophets with the swor Then Jez'e-bel sent
a messenger unto E-1i§ 11, saying, So let the gods
do to me, and more +' , if I make not thy life
as the life of on \em by to-morrow about
8 this time. An wen he saw that, he arose,
and went for his life, and came to Be’-
er-she’ba, which belongeth to Ju'dah, and
4 left his servant there. But he himself went a
day's journey into the wilderness, and came
and sat down under & juniper-tree: and he re=
quested for himself that he might die ; and said,
It is enough ; now, O Logp, take away my life§

5 for I am not better than my futhers, And he
lay down aud slept under a juniper-tree} and,
behold, an angel touched him, and suid unto him,

6 Arise and eat. And he looked, and, behold,
there were at his head a cake baken on the coals,
and a cruse of water. Aud he did eat and
7 drink, and laid him down again. And the angel
of the Lorp came aguin the second time, and
touched him, and said, Arise and cat; because
8 the journey is too great for thee. And he arose,
and did cat and drink, and went in the strength
of that meat forty days and forty nights unto
9 Ho'reb the mount of God. And le came thither
unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the
vord of the Lorp came to him,and he said unto
him, What doest thou here, E-li'jah? And he
said, I have been very jealous for the Lorp, the
God of hosts; for the children of Is'ra-el
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine
altars, and slain thy prophets with the swords
and I, even 1 only, am left; and they seck my
life, to tuke it away. And he said, Go forth,
and stand upon the mount before the Lonn
And, behold, the Lorn pussed by, and a great
and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake
in pieces the rocks before the Lorn; but the
Lorp was not in the wind : and after the wind an
earthquake ; but the Lorp was not in the earth-
12 quake: and after the earthquuke afire; but the
Lorp was not in the fire: und after the fire astill

13 small voice, And it was so, when E-lijah

heard it, that he wrapped bis facc in his mantle,

and went out, and stood in the entering inoftue
cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto
him, and said, What doest thou here, E-li'jah ¥
14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the
Torp, the God of hosts ; for the children of Is's
ra-ol have forsaken thy coveftant, thrown down

1
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have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine
altars, and slain lh{ prophets with the sword ; and
1, even I only, um Telt; and they seek my life, to
take it away,

15 And the Lorp said unto him, Go, return on
thy way to the wilderness of Da-mas'cus: and
when thou comest, anoint Haz'a-cl to be king over
Syr'i-a:

16 Anl Je'hu the son of Nim'shi shalt thou
anoint o be king over Is'ra-cl: and E-li'sha the son
of Sha’rhn of A’bel-me-ho'lah shalt thou anoint to
de proplhiet in thy room. |

17 And it shall come to pass, #hat him that cs-
capeth the sword of Haz'n-el shall Je'hu slay : and
him that escapeth from the aword of Je'hur shall
E-li’sha slay.

18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Is'ra-cl,
all the knees which have not bowed unto Ba'al,
and every mouth which hath not kissed him,

TIME.—About B. C. 906, Following closely
the last lesson. PLACES, -1, Beer-sheba, a city
at the southern end of the kingdom of Judah; 2.
Horeb, or Sinai, where the law was given to Moscs,
RULERS.—1, Ahab, King of Isruel 3 2. Jehosh-
aphat, King of Judah; 8, Ben-hadad, King ot
Syria. DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION,—The
omniscience of God,

HOME READINGS,
M. Elijah at Horeb, 1 Kings 19, 1-8.
Tu. Elijah at Horeb, 1 Kings 19, 9-18,
W. Man’s infirmity, Psa, 77, 1-12,
Th. Comfort for the desponding. Isa, 40, 25-31,
F. Fearnot, Isa, 41, 8-14,
S, Help from the Lord, Psa, 121,
8. Testimony of experience. Psa. 118, 1-14,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 223, New Canadian Hymnal,

e, my soul, thy suit
A
will not say th:: 'nfny.

Ne. 221, New Canadian Hymnal.
““There shall be showers of blessing,”

This is th g
THos obx.mlnin of love

Sent from m.'s.'vlmahon. '

No. 215, New Canadian Hymnal,
Lead me to Jesus, m 1is eary,
DXk clon‘a‘n nbon.m .e:y': o:&:n ; is
" e, W dreary,
Boart whtain >

Joy never dwells my sa
DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hymns, Nos. 132, 50, 55.
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Flight, v, 1-8,

What story did Ahab tell Jezebel while the rain
poured down 1

thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the
sword ; and I, even [ only, am left; and they
15 seck my life, to take it away, And the Lorp
said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wil~
derness of Da-mas'cus : and when thou comest,
thou shalt anoint Haz'a-el to be king over
16 Syr'i-a: and Je'huthe son of Nim'shi shaicthou
anoint to be king over Is'ra-el: and E-li'sha
the son of Sha'phat of A'bel-me-ho’lah shalt
17 thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it
shall come to pass, that him that cscapeth from
the sword of Haz'a-el shall Je'hu slay : and him
that escapeth from the sword of Je'hu shall
18 E-li'sha slay, Yet will T leave me scven thou-
sand in Is'ra e, all the knees which have not
bowed unto Bu'ul, and every mouth which
hath not kissed him,

What terrible message came to Elijah during this
refreshing shower?

In what direction did Elijah fly for his life?

Why did he journey into the wilderneess alonet

How is bread haked in the Orient ?

How long did Elijah’s fast continue {

Why was Horeb called the mount of God?

Is it ever right to indulge in gloom 1

2. The Vision, v. 9-14,

What words broke on Elijab’s ear amid the si-
lence of the cave?

Was Elijah’s statement of his lonely loyalty cor-
rect !

Was lis statement of the perfidy and idolatry of
the Israelites correct

Before the manifestation of Jehovah's presence,

what great natural forces rent the mountains 1

What followed the wind §

What followed the earthquake ?

Was the Lord in these?

How did the Lord manifest himself to Elijaht
What was God's purpose in repeating the ques.

ton, * What doest thou here 7"

3. The Command, v. 15-18, )
What three men did God order Elijah to anoint?
What was to be Hazael’s mission ?

What was to be Jehu's mission {

What was to be Elisha’s mission {

How many devout worshipers did God say he
still had in Israel?

Practical Teachings.

How from this lesson may we learn—

1. Thai men must take the consequence of their
actions, whether good or bad 1

2. That & man who stands for the right must ex-
pect to be persecuted ?

3. That angels of God are continually sent with
messnges of good for the ncely

4. That God’s sympathy never fails §
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5. That noise is not strength nor quietness weak-
ness 1

6. That the Lord knoweth them that are his ?

Hints for Home Study.

1. Find cases where propliets were commanled to
do something symbolical which in reality was
brought to pass by the Lord (Jer. 19,1, sg.: 27.
2; 28, 10, s¢. ; Ezek. 5.1,12; 12. 3, 8¢.).

2. ¥ind what you can about the characters of
Hazael and Jehu,

8. Find what youcan about the characters of the
men whose authority they usurped.

4. Compure other cascs of forty duys’ fasting with
this. Resemblanecs and dissimilarities,

5. Find some other illustrious servants of God
who were prepared for their work by solitary so-
Journ in the wilderness.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Flight, v. 1-8.
What story did Abab tell ?
Who sent a message to Elijah ¢
What was the queen’s me-sage
‘What effect had this on the prophet ¢
Where did he leave his servant ?
Where did the prophet himself go?
What prayer did he otfer ?
Who came to him as he slept ¥
What did the angel say ?
What did Elijab sce when he arose ¢
What Jid the ange! say ti:e second time ¥
How long did this food last Elijah
To what pluce did he go?

2. The Vision, v. 9-14.
Where did the proplet lodge
‘What message there came 1o him?
What was Eljul’s reply
What was he bidden to dot
What then occurred ¢
What came after the wind ?
What followed the earthquake?
‘What came after the fire ?
What did Elijah do when he heard the voice t
‘What question wus asked him?
‘What was his answer ?

8. The Command, v. 15-18.
Where did the Lord bid Elijah to go?
‘What two kings was he told to anoint ?
Who was to be Elijuh’s successor
‘What did the Lord say these three would do?

How many continued fuithful in Israel?
Of what encouragement to the fearful does the
Govroen Texr tell

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That good men are sometimes discouraged 1
2. That God knows and numbers his people ?
3. That God’s cause is sure to triumph ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
What two other Bible characters fasted forty days
and forty nights?
Mention some other instances in the Bible where
people were fed by divine power?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Whom did Elijah slay with the sword? The
prophets of Baal.

Who was very angry when she heard of it
Jezebel,

What did she threaten to do? To kill Elijah.

What did Elijuhdo? He ran uway to Beer=
sheba.

Whom did he leave there ! His servant.

Where did he got  Into the wilderness.

What did he ask of the Lord? To let him
die.

Who came and brought him food? An angel.

What did the angel tell himto do? To take a
long journey.

How many days did it take Elijah to go to Mount
Horeb? Forty days.

Where did he hide himself there? Ina cave.

‘Who came and spoke to him? The Lord.

Where did the Lord tell him to go? To the
mountain=top.

What did the Lord send ! A great wind, an
earthquake, and a fire.

What came after the fire? A still small voices

In which of these did Elijah hear the Lord? Im
the still small voice.

What did the Lord then tell him to do! To go
back to his work.

Words With Little People.
“ ygAR Not.”
This is God’s word to every child of his,

Whisper Motto.
« 1 will trust and not be afraid.”

¢ General Statement.

The lust lesson ended with the vindication of Elijuh at Carmel by the descent of the fire of the Lord,
The prophet acted not only as high-priest in offering the sacrifice, but as royal vizicr also, in executing
the official representatives of Baal’s corrupt worship. Then came Elijah’s earnest prayer on the rocky
erest of Carmel, during which be sent his servant seven successive times to look toward the sea. At

Jength a little cloud, * like a mun’s hand,” arose in the distant west.
ain side, and proclaimed the drought and fumine over.

The prophet sped down the mount~
While heavy showers were still falling the weak-
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minded king told the strong-minded queen what Elijah had done,
Her threat preserved the man she meant 1o kill,”

Bishop Hull says, *“ It is well thay
Elijah fled

far towar.l the south, and from under a lonely shrub, in the depths of the wilderness, we hear his dis-

heartened prayer thut he may die. At length

** The soft dews of kindly sleep,
His wearied eyelids gontly steep,”

and when he awakes it is to the wonderful sight of a freshly-cooked meal and an angel servitor,
eats and sleeps, and is wukencd the sccond time for further refreshment,

He
During the next forty days

and nights he fusts from earthly food but feasts on spiritual duinties, Horelys lonely cave is turned into

a trysting-place with Jehovah,
have sluin thy proplets with the sword ;

** What doest thou here, Elijuh ?”
and I, even I only, am left.”

The poor prophet answers, They
Then the Lord passed by.

Before him came, a< heralds of his divine majesty, a great and strong wind, an carth:quake, a fire, and a

still small voice,
doest thon here ?”

In awe Elijuh wraps his face in his mant
Then God lovingly encourages him by the murvelous statement that seven thousand

le, and again comes the question, * What

uncorrupted men still worship Jehovah, and gives him full instructions for the remainder cf his life, which
is soon to close amid circumstances of more than human pomp,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Ahabtold Jezebel. Ahab bowedl
in turn to the mustery of the strong-willed queen
and the strong-willed prophet. All that Elijah
had done. The saciifice, the sluaghter of the
priests, and the prayer for rain. Slain all the
prophets, The slaughter of tie Baalite prophets,
who were, very likely, of the same foreizn race as
the queen, was the act which roused «ll the fierce-
ness of Jeze'el's nature,

2. Then Jezebel. That all the nation had in an
hour ehange | sides from Bual to Jehovah did not in-
fluence this proud queen a par:icle. She would stand
her ground and strike down at one blow her great
euemy. Sent a messenger. We cannot tell
whether this was an act of ungovernable rage or
whether she wanted to frighten him into exile. So
let the gods do. The most terrible oath she could
use. Thy life as the life. (1) How often the
wicked plan and proclaim as if there were no God
in the world !

3. When he saw. Saw his danger. Went
for his life. He knew Jezebel's strengtl: and
Ahub’s weakness, and the instability of public sen-
timent. He felt thut his effort< had been vain, and
that, in spite of yesterday’s bright promise, God’s
cause was utterly lost. Beerssheba. Neaily one
hundred miles xouth of Jezreel, und separated not
merely by miles, but by national lines also ; it was
at the extreme southern limit of the kingdom of
Judah, on the edge of the wilderness, Belongeth
to Judah, Not part of Juduh's iribal inheritance,
but of Simeon’s ; ‘but Simeon was- now absorbed in
the kingdom of Juduh, Left his servant. (2)
Solitude is often helpful in hours of mental and
moral strain. (3) Strength and weakness lie close

together in the characters of great men.

4. Went a day’s journey. Even the king-
dom of Judah did not seem a safe hiding place for
this timorous soul, for its present nonareh was on
terms of friendship with Ah b,
derpess,

Into the wil«
The bleak, gravelly desert now called

Et-Tih, Under a juniperatree, A brown shrub;
it grows in some of the bleakest parts of the Sinaitio
wilderness. Requested....that he might die.
See the reasons (suggested by F. W. Robertson)
given m “Tue Teaourrs' Meerive ™ for his ddep
disheartenment. The cntire story is in aceord with
the deepest principles of menta! and physeal science,
Not better than my fathers. Conscience up-
braids Lim for his own unfuithfulness, ¢ wardice,
uncl irresolution, and e judges himse!fas he judges
others, with stern rec itude, and decides that he is
not worthy of prolonged life, (4) How good it is
that God does not answer our mistaken prayers!

5. Slept. God gently supplies the needs of his
physical nuture first. An angel. By ruper-
human ministrants God dealt with his people in
that very desert in ancicnt days, and =0, though
invisibly, he deals with us still, Arise and eat,
(5) How often have God's people found their needs
met by his care !

6. A cake baken. Ho may or may not
have seen the proceas of cooking ; thie statement is
simpy that the bread was of u kind so baked. A
cruse. A jaror bottle. At his head. Liter-
ally, ““at his pillow ? —a stone, or a garment rolled
up. Eat and drink. He would seem to have
caten in a dazed, half-awake consciousness, and
then lain down again to sleep; for sleep was now
his greatest need,

7, 8. The second time. The original shows
still clear.r the loving-kinduess of God. It may be
freely translated, ** Eat a second time, for other-
wise the journcy will be too great for ghee.
That meat. Tha food. (6) How like the
Bread of life sent down Jrom heaven is the preter
natural power of this food. Forty days and
forty mights. Horcb was thirteen days’ journey
from Becr-sheba,  In the same region Moses
passed the same length of time wi:hout food, and
some have thought that the temptation of Chrisg
was in this desert. Horeb. Sinai—now known
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83 Ras es-Sufsdfeh—in the southern part of the pen-
fnsula. It is called the mount of God becuuse
here God delivered the law to Moses,

9. Lodged there. Passcd a nightin the caves
‘What doest thou here ? A question of tender-
ness, yet of rebuke. (7) God sees where his serv-
ants are, and knows their true state. (8) He who
ds found out of his place in God’s plan must render
an account of himself.

10, And he said. Elijab’s answer shows a
spirit of petulance, Very jealous. For God.
I, even I only. Elijab felt always a sense of
Joneliness, und more than once spoke of it. There
were other followers of God, but he needed to be
assured of them,

11. Go forth. Oue of many lessons to be
fearned from the marvelous revelation which was
now made to Elijuh is that God’s power Is not
always manifested by startling events. The invis-
ible forces of nature arc as full of God as those
which seem greater. Wind rent the mount-
ains, Not uniike the way Elijah had undertuken
to reform lsrael. The Lord was not in the
wind i his fullest revelation; he sent the wind,
but (9) The true glory of God is in his attributes of
love and mer. .

12. A still small voice. Literally, “a
sound of soft stillness.” To bim this voice doubtless
furnished the consolation needed by h's wounded
heurt—perhaps nothing more; but to us, fuvored
by further revelation, it lights up the fact that
(10) % The law was given by Moses, but grace and
{ruth came by Jesus Christ.”

13, 14. His mantle, Probably a cloak of
untanned sheep-skin, Stood. The posture of
service,

15. And the Lord said. Three things God
gave to Elijah in this interview : 1. A purpose in
life—some definite work to occupy him, and rave
him from broodi 2. Companionship, by hav-
ing a disciple and ;8. A that he |

.
LR

had not lived in vain, since seven thousand wcre
still faithful. Go,returne (11) Active service is
the best cure for discouragement. The wildere
ness of Damascus. The country between Ba-
shan and Damascus, Anoint. Meaning ** appoint”
or “set apart.” Hazael, General under Ben-
hoded Il of Damascus, He afterward slew his
master and succceded him as king. Syria. A
country north of Isracl, between the Lebanon range
and the desert, constantly at war with Israel. Da-
mascus was its capital,

16. Jehu. Ahab’s general, who afterward
usurped the throne, Nimshi. Who wus really
Jehw's grandfather, Shalt thou anoint,
Neither of these two commissions were fulfilled by
Elijah personally, but they were arranged for by
him, and accomplished at the right time by his suc-
cessor. [Elisha the son of Shaphat. A
young farmer of the Jordan valley, utterly un-
like Elijah, and yet well adapted to carry on the
work he lad begun. In thy room. This was
not an immediate displacement, however. Elijah
probably continued in office for several years after
this,

17. The sword of Hazael. He afterward
conquered nearly all of Isracl’s territory, slew many
of its people, and carried others into cuptivity (2
Kings 3.12; 13. 8). Shall Jehu slay. llc slew
the whole house of Ahab, and all the leaders of the
Bual-worshiping elements (2 Kings 10. 17, 23-25).
Shall Elisha slay. Not with the sword, but
with hi« prophetic which pi 1
their doom.

18. Yet have I left. The Revised Version
changes this into I will leave,” meaning that out
of ull the slaughter the * seven thousand” fuithful
ones should be exempt as aremnant to transmit the
truth to coming generations. Seven thousand.
A round number, symbolic of completeness,
(12) God knows beiter than we how many are his
followers.

OAMBRIDGE NOTES.

BY REV, JAMES HOPE MOULTON, M.A.

The story of Elijah's flight interrupts a teries of
triumphs absolutely superhuman in their completo-
ness and their magnificent ease, to remind us that
their instrument was, after all, aman, What was it
that so utterly unnerved the hero who for yec.s had
borne a charmed life through deadly peril? The
mere fact that Jezebel conveyed ler threat to the
prophet is enough to show that even she durst not
lay hands on a being so terrible, Nor could we sup-
pose the fear of death sufficient by iiself to unm:n
one who soon was praying that he might die. The
first of the noble army of reformers would have
faced death as dauntlessly as any who followed him,
had he not been prostrated by the sudden apparition
of failure succeeding a triumph which he thought

overwhelming. The idol prophets were lying in
their blood, the echoes of the people’s acclamation
still haunted the silent gludes of Carmel, the apos-
tate king Liad bowed without a struggle befure the
propiiet of Jehovah, and yet the implacable queen
can breathe out sluughter with every prospect that
the fickle populace would recant their vows, And
the fiery son of the desert, swept away by a very
tempest of despair, flecs from the land where he had
irretrievably fuiled, till at last he can rest in the
very dwelling of his God. How in that awful
temple Jehovah's knight was once more armed for
victory can be told in no other words than those
which make this chapter stand out among the very
grandest narratives in the world’s literature,
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Verse 1. It wus characteristic of Ahab thus
feebly to submit while the prophet smote the deadly
blow against the court idolutry, and then to go
home and whine about it to his wife. He wus soon
playing the same purt again in the matter of
Nuboth,

2. Jezcbel evidently designed to get rid of
Elijuh’s opposition and then to scoff ut his flight.
Saying. The LXX. has an initial clause which
secems to be genuine : ** Though thou be Elijah and
I Jezebel,” The sneering humility with which the
queen abases hersclf before the victor of Carmel is
very telling. Toemorrow. The exact note of
time is a further proof that this was intended and

lerstoo as & of banisk t on pain of

death,

3. Was afraid (margin), So the LXX. and
other versions, by a change of vowels, *Saw?” is
exceedingly feeble, Beersshebas The extreme

hern limit of Pulestine. It belonged to the trilie of
8imeon, but the writer of this passage, who evidently
comes from the northern kingdom, as yet in its
prosperity, notes it as included in the kingdom of
Judah. Judah was too weak to shelter a refugee
trom Ahab’sanger. Comp, chap. 18, 10, Servant.
According to tradition the son of the widow of
Zarephath; a further legend was refurred to last
month (ehap. 17, 12). The longing for solitude in
such a crisis re-appears in that last restless wunder-
ing before the prophet's ascension (2 Kings 2, 2,etc. ).

4. Wilderness. The Desert of Paran, now
Et-Tih, stretching south from Beer-sheba down into
the heart of Arabia, Juniper. Hebrew rothem, a
kind of broom, abundant in the desert, und affording
welcome shade, Requested. The querulous
selfishness which prompted the same |rayer from
Jonah makes a suggestive contrast. Not better,
We can clearly see that through these years of ter-
rible judgment Elijah had formed higher and higher
hopes of a grand resurrection of the national faith
Curmel crowned his lofiiest expectations, and he
felt assured as the heavens opened to his prayer
that he was privileged to triumph where his pred-
ecessors had seen no fruits of faithful labor, Now
the dream was over ; Elijah himsclf has fmled as
they did, and when his life-work has failed the
prophet has no love fur life. Comp Psa. 89, 12, sg.

5. An angel. Wehear little of these heavenly
ministrants during the great period of prophetic ac-
tivity ; the mediation of angels was supplanted by
that of inspired men, who were fitter rcpresenta-
tives of God in that they prefigured Lim who was
fur greater than the angels, But at tinies they ap-
pear doing service for them or for him (comp.
2 Kings 6. 175 Mark 1. 13; Luke 4, 10; 22, 43), to
remind us that they ever * encamp around” God’s
servants. The LXX. in this verse merely says,
‘‘8ome one touched him,” meutioning the angel
first in verse 7. This brings out well the condition
of the weary sleeper, who is too drowsy to be sur-

prised at the touch, and merely looks up at the
food, which he mechanically takes and lies down
again, Avrise. Note how thoroughly in accord
with Elijul’s true character was the regimen by
whiceh his spiritual strength was reinvigorated. For
the first time recorded the prophet of action pauses
to reflect, and his reflection has not the inspired
power of his action. God restores him by giving
him somcthing to do—a meal, a long and devious
journey, and finally the appointment of men to
carry on his work, It would be well if a like robust
treatment were followed more often now in pre-
seribing for doubt and despondency.

6. Cake. A round flat cake put between hot
stones laid in cmbers of a charcoal fire—frugul proe
vision suiting Elijah’s ascetic habits. Too utterly
weary in mind aud body to eat his fill, he turns to
sleep again,

7. The journey. Whether Elijuh had any
definite purpose in his mind may perhaps be
doubted. The son of the desert was driven irresiste
ibly into the solitudes where the storm within him
might spend itself, and gradually his thoughts
framed themselves into an overmastering impulse to
seck comfort at Horeb, * the mount of God.” And
God, who knew by what long wanderings his serv-
ant would seck the peace he needed, interposed
with miraculous aid—for what? 'To solve by one
convineing revelation the Jespairing doubts of his
soul? Noj toleave the soul free to fight its battles
undisturbed, by appeasing the wants of the body,
Despite the philosophic fools of ancient and modern
times, we know how much man’s mental and spir-
itual health may sometimes be promoted by the ab-
sence of physical distraction, and God here ap-
proves the doctrine that the emaciated frame of the
ascetic is not the fittest temple of the Holy Ghost.

8, Went. The word does not imply that Le
was traveling the whole time, but simply that
through these forty days he was conscious of no
bodily need. The fust of Jesus in the wildernces
was a like example of an intense spiritual conflict
which destroyed the sense of hunger. Unto
Horeb, The distance from Beer-sheba to Horeb
was only two hundred miles in a struight line, so it
is obvious that the *“desert of the wanderings®
was true to its character once more. Horeb, or
Sinai—the rclution f the two names is not quite
clear—is now generally identified with the peak Ras
es-Sufsdfeh. 1t is a precipitous granite rock, rising
from a plain shut in by mountain slopes in such a
way as to make a unique natural amphitheater,
capable of holding even the vast avdience which
ns-embled there undcr Moses, The mount of God
had been left for five centuries to the awful silence
which surrounds it to this duy, nor do we hear of
any other pilgrim to the shrine.

9. The cave (so read). It is possible that the
article describes the pre-eminently sacred spot, the
*“cleit of the rock,” where Moses beheld the aftere
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glow of the divine glory, The impulse which
brought Elijah to Horeb would naturally take him
to a place with such associations, The profuund
similariiy betwcen thut revelution and this will
come out clearly as we go on, Lodged. Passed
the night, during which came the dream repeated
in waking vision on the morrow. Here, So fur
from the post of duty !

10. Jealous. Comp. Exod. 34, Elijah im-
plicitly reproaches God with having left to his serv-
ant this jealous care for * his great name.”  He is
impelled by what we may fairly call the master
passion of his whole life, 'We must always remem-
ber that the people had never rally grasped the
fact that their God was no mere local diviuity, but
one who would be all or nothing.  Ahab had in-
troduced Baul-worship not from hostility to Je-
hovah, but from politieal motives: if Isiael and
Tyre wercallies, then their gods must be worshiped
side by side. The Tyrian woman (chap. 17. 12)
recognized Jehovah, and the ordinary Israclite
could not see why he should not recognize the
Baalim. The issue, Jchovah or Bual, was Elijah’s

gentle voice on the Mount of the Beatitudes.
Elijah’s vision procluimed to the world that power,
even divine power, was less divine than love, and
from his day the voice of love was heard more and
more amony men, until love trod their strects in-
carnate and God was perfeetly revealed.

12. A sound of gentle stiliness, The ex-
quisite (and literal) rendering of the margin re-
minds us that no “voice” was yet heard, The
servant knew by long communion when his Lord
passed by, He waited, and he learned that force—
such as seemed triumphant in apostate Israel-—was
doome.l to fuil, for it was not of God. Andthen in
the whisper whose vivid contrast typified the seem-
ing impotence of right in strife with migl.t, he knew
that his God wus near.

13. Mantle. The shagzy skin garment by
which he was ever known (2 Kings 1. 8 [Rev. Ver.,
margin]; 2 8,13). Went out. From tic inner
depths of the eave,

14. He repeats the auswer of his dream as ex-
pluining the discouragement which brought him
there. Doubtless it must have been waning as he

lized what his vision tanght.

one ge, which he ts with an pro-
miging decisivencss as novel as it was unpleasant
to the statecraft of the duy. Hosts, IHebrew
Teebdbth, Subaoth. A title first occurring 1 8am. 1.

154 The answer assures Elijah, first, that Je-
hovah will not forsake the covenant of Sinai, what~
ever his people may do ; and, sceondly, that Elijal’s

8, and common through the hical period.
It seems primarily to describe Jehovah as the

¢ Captain of the hosts” of 1sracl. Children of Is«
_rael. The old covenant name points the heinous in
-of those who had broken the first commandment,
the chie* seal of the covenant blessings. Altars.
The * aigh places,” like that of chap. 18. 80 (sec

note there). Prophets. Chap. 18. 4. The
prophetic guilds had taken up Elijal’s * jealousy,”
and the persecution was due to their interference
with the royal policy. T only. After ages praise
the Athanasius contra wmundum, the Abdiel
¢ among the faithless faithful only,” but such lones
liness must be bitter to a human heurt. God
strengthens his servant by promising him compan-
ions in his faith.

11. Go forth, It is not clear whether Eiijah
¢ goes forth " here or in verse 13, The LXX. hus
hints which suggest our reading thus: * Go forth
in the morning and stand before Jehovah, and, be-
hold, Jehoyah shall pass by. And, behold, Jehovah

1 Ly.” Wind. The mighty whirlwind,
which rolled the buge bowlders down the precipice
around Elijal's retreat, was God's messcnger * be-
fore” him (Psa. 104, 3, 4). Tn the earthquake and
the fire he had descended to mect his peojle of yore
(Exod. 19, 18), and in luter times the psalmist
pieturcd him coming in whirlwind and carth-
quake ard lightning to rescue * his king " (Psa. 18,
7, 8g.). Buteven to Moscs a sublimer revelation
had been made j Jehoval’s glory was his goodness
(Exod. 8. 17; 84. 7). Mo sent hisfireand t-mpest
on Sinai before bis face that he might speak with

is not in vuin and is gow expressly res
newed. By the wilderness to Damascus.
This marginal reading seems preferable. He
would travel through the Paran desert into Judah,
follow the Jordan to Abel-meholah, and pass through
Istuel to Syria. Anoints The word must be
used figuratively, of asolemn designation ; prophets
were never literally anointed, and Elijah inted
none of these three. Ile was to appoint his own

, and him to appoint Hazael
and Jehu if opportunity should nov permit to do it
himself. Though Elijah was only to act by deputy,
the commission is given here to him because of its
hearing on the vi-ion: Hazael and Jehu were the
storm and fire which would prepare Jehovah's way
before him. For Hazael see 2 Kings, chaps. 8 to 13,
and for Jehu (grand) son of Nimshi, chaps. 9 and 10.

16. Abel-meholah. ‘‘ Meadow of the dance,”
in western Manasseh, half-way between the Dead
Sea and G t. How significant is the fact
that the two most representative heroes of the old
dispensation had to train a Joshua and an Elisha ex-
pressly to reap the rich barvest tiey had sownl
The world idolizes success ; God's heroes are often
men who fail,

17. Comp. Isa. 24.18. The inconsistency of the
second clause with the whole picture of Elisha’s
work has produced many very strained solutions,
Perhaps the simplest lies in the fact that Jehu lit-
erally extirpated Baal-worship, while Hazael's
armies proved a perpetual scourge from without.
There were, therefore, scanty gleanings for Elisha’s
sword, while the government not only forbade but




Feb. 1.]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER,

49

even persecuted ilolatry, and there is nothing to
prevent our supposing that he may have sanctioned
a death penalty in terrorem when idol-worshipers
were convicted. Not even to Elisha could God re-
veal the essentiul unfitness of the seculur arm to
champion truth : does even the nineteenth century
every-where realize it?

18, Suint Puul's keen insight fixes on this first
appearance of the doctrive of the * Remnunt” so
prominent in Isaish  (Rom. 11.4). Will I leave.
There should always be a faithful minority, an ideal
“Isruel of God,” to whom should belong the
promises forfuited by the * Israel according to the
flesh.” Sevem. The sacred number denotes un
ideal Church, cousiderable in number though com-
paratively small. Kissed. Comp, Hos. 13, 2;
Job 31. 27,

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. What was the significance of the
commands to Elijak in 1 Kings 19, 15-17, since
wmost of them were not fulfilled during his life-
dime?

There were four commands: 1. To return to Da
mascus by way of the wilderness. 2. To anoint
Hazael King of Syria. 8. To anoint Jchu King of
Isriel. 4. To unoiut Elista us Eljah’s successor
in the prophets office. The meaning of the fiist
and last is very pluin, and they werc duly fulfilled
by Elijub, except in this unimportaut particulur,
that instead of anointing Elisha lie put his muntlc
upon him, which was the usual signal of induction
into the prophetic office. The second and third
were not literally obeyed by Elijuh; but by bhis
anointing Elisha lie in a sense fulfilled them, God
guve these commands ut this time to cheer the fail-
ing heart of his prophet. They signified the destruc-
tion of the wicked house of Ahab, the inveterate
foes of Elijuh. They signified divine protection
for the Lord’s servants in the midst of their enc-
mies, They signified that there is yet a God in
Israel who rules and who will rule.— Zev. W, @.
Koons, B.D., Wilmington, Del.

These commands serve both as an encouragement
to Elijah in the hour of his discouragement and as
atest of his faith in God's provid.ntial guidance
and care. They required implicit fuith and obedi-
ence upon the part of the mun of God in the fuce of
his encmics, but they also promised the complete
overthrow of these cnemics, These promises show
the continuity of God’s plans and purposcs ; that
his work would still go forward, though Elijah
should give place to Elisha, God sees the end from
the beginning, and works for ull time.— Reo, B.W.
Hutchinson, President West Virginia Conference
Seminary, Buchanan, W. Va,

These great wonders, the burning of the sacrifice
on Mount Carmel, the drought of three years, and

the copious rains, had failed to turn the heart of
Ahab from idolutry, and the unger of Jezebel had
been uroused to the utmost by the destruction of
the prophets of B.al. To Elijah it seemed that
nothing wore could be done; that even the Lord
could not turn the heart of Ahab, and that he was
left i peril of his life. At this time he is com-
manded to anoint Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha ; the
Lorl thereby enabling him to sec that power,
forcign and domestie, should be raised up to aid the
cause of Jehovah, and that when he should have
completed his prophctic work the Lord would pro-
vide a successor.—Jokn D. Earp, D.D., Marion,
Kan.

To ““ anoint” is, in the Secripture sense, to set
apurt for the special service of God, or as instru-
ments for the accomplishment of his will, The
anointing with oil is symbolical only; the real
anointing is by God himself. These commands were
a prophesy, and a divine sentence or decree, The
propheey was fulfilled, the sentence was executed,
for though Elijal: did not unoint with ofl the three
persons mentioned, they were all used by Jehovah
for the accomplishment of his judicial and exceutive
purposes. The fact that Elijah did not anoint
Elisha with oil, although he had abundant oppor-
tunity to do so, but simply summoned him to be his
suceessor, is clear proof of the correctness of the
above position.—Ross ¢, Houghton, D.D., L.H.D.,
Portland, Ore.

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
The Prophet and the Lord.

I. Tuk Deeressep Propugr,
1. Fear. “ Went for his life.” v. 3.
* Fear of man bringeth a snure,” Proy, 29, 23,
2. Discouragement, * /¢ is enough.” v, 4,
* Take no thought for your life.” Mutt. 6. 25,
3. Complaint, * Forsaken thy covenant.”
v. 10,
* Rest i the Lord....wait,” Psa, 87. 1.
4. Loneliness, *‘/, even Zonly.” v. 10,
Lam not alone.” Johu 16, 82,
II. Tug Comrormine Lorp,
1. With strength, * Ariseand eat.” v. 5, 6.
** Bread shall be given him,” Is, 83, 16,
2. With manifestation. * Pussed by v,
11, 12,
*See the King in his beauty,” Tsa, 83, 17,
8. With work. *“ Anoint Hazael,...Jehu,"
v. 15, 16.
‘ My meat is to do.” John 4, 34,
4. With companionship. “ Anoint Elisha.”
v. 16,
¢ Fellowship one with another.” 1 John 1. 1,
5. Witk encouragement. * Seven thousand.”
V. 18,
‘ There 18 & remnant.” Rom, 11, 5,
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Thoughts for Young People.
Spiritual Depression.

1. We are all at times tempted to dejection.
Even the greatest and best of men are apt to have
seasons of discouragement when they are sorely
troubled by temptations,

2. The causes of spiritual depression are partly
physical, partly mental, and partly in the sur-
roundings.

3. God deals gently with his servants in their
discouragement, not answering their unwise prayers,
nor reproaching them for their lack of faith, but ten-
derly supplying their needs,

4. We may bring our deepest troublesto the Lord,
and tell him all our grief, assured that he will listen
to us,

8. A remedy for spiritual depression is found in
spiritual work., He who labors for God will be
lited up in peace.

Lesson Word-Picture,
BY REV. E. A. RAND,

Such a change in Elijah’s situation! One day
bringing fire down from heaven, then marshaling
the columns of the rain for the storm that ended
Isracl’s droughe, and standing out as the bravest,
mightiest, most popular man in the land.

And now look at him! Running for his life!
A woman’s wrath is behind him, and before him,
unless quicker than Jezebel’s , are disgrace
and death, He hurries down through Judah., Not
a despised dog in all the streets of the land but has
a better chance for life than Elijah. He drops his
servant at Becr-sheba, and runs for the wilderness,
Only a wild sky above him; only a wild land
about him—rocks and bushes and lonely ravines
and serpents’ holes and jackals’ dens, 0, this lone-
liness of the exile! The sun beats down. Is there
no shadow of a great rock in all the weary land?
That juniper-tree, it is green and throws a shadow,
He will lie down there. O, if he might dic! O, if
hunger and thirst, disappoi and p ion
and life itself might end in the sweet forgetfulness
of the grave! For who cares for Elijuh? The
proud outrunner of Ahab's chariot-horses, the tem-
pest’s master, Baal's conqueror, what better is he
than others? He filled the sky with rain-clouds,
but who now will show him where to wet his
fevered lips? He summoned flame from the ekies,
but where will he get fire just to cook an evening
meal?  Evening meal! This filler of widow’s
cruses and widow’s meal-barrels cannot get suste-
nance cnough for supper. When will death come ?
Forgotten, an outlaw, without food, without a roof
at night, be lies under the juniper-tree and longs
for death,

Something else comes. Sleep, the sleep of the
hungry. Is ita dream that somebody comes and
offers food 1

He opens his eyes. O, the compassion of the
face bending over him! What music to the angelic
voice bidding him rise and eat] And see the glow
of the embers on which is the buken cuke! Near
him is a cruse of water. Forgotten of man? He
is the remembered of God. Did Jezebel hunt him ?
Jehovah has made a place of refuge, He eats, He
drinks, He sleeps again. There is another touch,
another kening, another from God.
There is a journey before Elijah. Let him eat
once more, and then away! On and on, hour after
hour, day aftcr day, without slackening his stead-
fast pace, till Horeb rises before him, gaunt and
gray and alone and awful !

How desolate those crags, how wild and bleak
and stern! And he, Isracl’s one true prophet,
crouching in a cave like a hunted beast. Hark!
It is God's voice calling, summoning him to say
why he is there, O, how weak he tells God he s,
and how ruined he feels God's caus? to be,

“@Go forth!™ cries a voice, God will show
Elijah who Jehovah is and what the prophet’s mis-
sion may be. How impressive that solitary human
presence amid all the mountain wilderness! One
single, solitary being looking off upon the solitude.
But, hark! There is & murmur, a roar, a tempest~
blust, and whirlwind upon whirlwind crashes upon
and crushes the mountain-tops. It passes by and
becomes an echo fur down the valley. God is not
in it. That tornado-roar is not his voice, But,
listen ! There is an ominous rumble beneath Elijuh’s
feet, It is the jur of the earthquake. 1t rocks and
topples, it heaves and is buried. God is not in that.
His trampling feet make not the earthquake, But
there is a sudden terrible glare, an unearthly lighting
up of flame, a blinding, dazzling burst of fire, and it
makes like the noon-day the depths of the cave
where the frightened prophet has been hiding.
God is not in the fire. His eyes are not the flame.
Every thing passes wway: wind, earthquake,
fire.

What stillness! Far up the mountain summit,
far down the mountain gorges, what silence! No
ory of beast disturbs it. No song of bird was heard
warbling. Such a deep, impressive, awful hush.
And now amid it all a voice so small, so still !

“That is God!” eays Elijah, He folds his
mantle about his face. He goes out, He
stands at the entrance of the cave, and God
asks him why he is here. And then God sends
him out, to anoint a king over Israel, to consecrate
his successor, to remember that seven thousand
bow not to Baal. Like a whirlwind he drives
back to meet Israel, to fling himself across the Jor-
dan, to find and defy Ahab, while upon Elisha falls
the mantle of Elijah,
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By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Verses 1-4. We are taught by the prophet’s his-
tory the evil of undue disquietude about the aspect
of the times, Elijah’s desertion of duty and fail-
ure of fuith are characteristics of modern duys.
When Christian men ceas¢ their work and talk
only of the increase of erime and drunkenness and
atheism and rat'onalism and communism they
need to hear the Lord’s voice—*1 have left many
thousands in Israel which have not bowed unto
Baal.” God’s name recognized in our government,
his name stamped on our currency, his blessing in-
voked on our rulers, our religious freedom, our
precious Sabbath, our wide-open Bible, are answers
to those who sit under the juniper-tree.— W. M.
Punshon,

Verses 11-13. The word is God’s chosen instru-
mentality for the world’s recovery., Jehovah
works not with the turbulence and passion of a
man, but with the stillness and grandeur of a God,
The *“ whirlwind” of battle, the * earthquake of
political convulsion, the ‘‘fire” of the lofticst

log and intellect are valucless to reg ¢
the world. They often are forerunners of moral
triumph, but God’s power is in his Gospel, God's
presence is in his word. Here we are at issue with
peeudo-philosophers who discrown Christ, ignore
the Holy Spirit, and proclaim that the perfection of
human nuture has superseded the word as an in-
strument of progress. All human speculations fuil
~the word abideth, The Jews hated it and are in
ruins, with all the empires of cld, which have cast
out the word,— W, M, Punshon,

@olden Text, A mixed company wero gathered
In a little chapel for worship. Differing in many
ways, they were alike in this : all were sick, either
in body, mind, or hearts All needed to be com-
forted of God. ' The lesson for the evening was the
thirty-seventh Psalm. The leader said: * Here in
seven verses is a prescription for each one. There
are six ingredients: ‘Fret not,’ *Trust, ‘De-
light thyself,) ‘Commit thy way,’ ‘Rest, and
¢ Wait patiently.’ Then, as it a double dose was
needed, ‘Fret not’ is repeated at the end. Try
this prescription of the Great Physician,and rec
how it will raise the spirits while it quiets the
beart.”— Christian Union,

A traveler among the mountains of Madeira set
out for a distant summit, but was soon lost in a
thick mist, He would have given up in despair;
but his guide ran on before, constantly calling out,
“Press on, master, press on; there’s light be-
yond!" Boon they passed the region of darkness,
and stood upon the clondless mountain-top, Be-
elouded, despondent pilgrim, * Press onj there's
light beyond.”
|- If the stars, first created and starting forth on

their vast circuits not knowing the way, were con«
scious and sentient, they might feel hopeless and
despairing about ining their revolutions and
orbits,. Without hands or arms, the sun holds
them through their mighty rounds, Now, if the
sun can do this, which is a thing itself, driven and
held, shall not He who created the heavens and
gave the sun its power be able to hold us by the ate
traction of his heart and the strength of his hands?

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Three word-pictures: 1. The Flight. 1. In the
background : Elijah’s triumph at Carmel ; the over«
throw of Baal’s priests; the prospective reforma-
tion of court and people, 2. In the foreground : the
wicked queen’s threat; Elijah’s dejection and
flight. 1L Angelic Ministration. 11I. Divine
Revelation. (This scene, cne of the most wonder«
ful in God’s word, should be made vivid to every
mind)..... Make sketch-map, showing Carmel, Sa-
maria, Beer-sheba, Horeb,...The causes of mental
despondency (condensed from F. W. Robertson)s
‘1. Waut of occupation—while there was work to
be done Elijah was brave, 2. Nervous exhaustion
—natural revulsion ufter a day of mighty effort and
strain, 8. Loneliness—note how often Elijah said,
‘Tam alone.’ He felt the need of a kindred soul,
4. Apparent failure—his apparent success had vane
ished into thin air. ¢All is !ost—let me die,’ is
his thought.”,...The unreasonableness of mental
despondency : 1. It may alter our views of things,
but cannot alter fucts. 2. No true follower of God
is ever alone. Jehovah was Elijah’s friend, and
angels were eager to minister to him, 8. There s
no permanent failure possible to the advocate of the
right. 4. The most discouraging events of life are
interwoven by a kind Providence to secure us the
vietory ..., God’s sympathy with human infirmity s
he sent an angel from heaven to do duty as a ten-
der nurse.,..8ymbols of divine presence....God's
work endures, His fur-reaching plans take in Haz-
ael, Ben-hadad, Ahaband his sons, Jehu, Elisha, and
the uncounted *sons of the prophets.” Elijah's
tried prayer was about to be answered, and he was
to be removed to heaven, but not because of his fail-
ure. We need the stand-point of etrnity to prop-
erly estimate any failure or success....Suggestive
points may be found in * Thoughts for Young Peo-
ple,” and in the numbered italic lines in the notes,

References.

FreeMan’s Hawo-soox, Ver. 4: A day’s jour-
ney, 815, Ver, 6: ‘“ A cake baken on the coals,”
115 the cruse, 266. Ver. 18: Covering the face,
816, Ver.18: Baal, 184; kissingas an act of hom-
age,427....Fosrer's Cvororepia, Prose, 2261,
2262, 2265, 2268, 2269, 2255, 8704, 8700, Vers, 1-8%
Poetical, 8871, Vers. 1-9: Poctical, 8374, Ver. 43

Poetical, 884, Ver.5: Prose, 2626, Ver, 63 Poote
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Ver. 8: Prose, 8665, 10561. Vers, 9-13:
Poctical, 8377, 8378, Ver. 10: Prose, 12387, 12346,
12347, Vers, 11, 12: Prose, 10711, Vers, 11-13:
Poetical, 1053. Ver, 12: Poetical, 2748 ; Prose,
9559, 9554, 0507, 289, 2997, 3008,

ical, 810,

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

Lzsson Tuoveur, Zhe Helper in Trouble,

Review. Make a little word-picture of Elijuh, and
let the children tell his name.  See who can recall
some woaderful thing in hislife? The ravens and
the raising of the widow’s son will very likely be
called back. Help, if need be, to recall the lust
lesson, Tell how angry the heathen queen Jezebel
was when sl found that the priests of Baal had all
been killed. Jezebel did not believe in Elijah’s
God.  She said she would kill Elijah. Shethought
she could, for she did not know the prophet’s great
Defender.  Let childrensay how they think Elijah
would feel, Such a brave, bold man! He would
not be afraid, surely !

But he was ! if children sometimes forget
to have fuith in God? Yes; and Elijuh was only a
big child., All at once iie begun to think that the
heathen queen had power to kill him, Ile forgot

that God is stronzer thun all the kings and quecns |

lle ran away to
But he did

that ever lived, What did he do?
Beer-sheba. [Point it out on the mup.]

not f.el safe yet; so he left his servant there and |

went on inte the wilderness, lle wastired and dis-
cournged anc afruid. Ile sat down under a tree
and began to complain,  He told the Lord that Le
wanted to die. He wus tired of living. He had
tricd to please God and obey him, and all the time
he wus making enemies and getting into trouble
deeper and decper! Elijah was discouraged. Sce
if children know the meaning of the long word.
8ume simple illustration will make it plain, as a
little boy set to do  task which looks hard to him.

His futher is near, ready to lielp ; but he wants his |
boy to learn how to conquer difficulties. Elijul, |

the strong prophet, like the little boy, was saying,
“Ican't.”
helped him,
We will print on the board the numes of some of
the helps God seut: * Sleep.” Do you ever think
at night that the sweet sleep which eomes to you is
from God? He sends it to you as surely as le did
to Elijah. * Food.” * Drink.” Where was Elijal ¢

In t e wilderness ; yet God found a way to get food |

and drink to him there,
angel.
Yes ; God’s angels of sun and rain and dew and uir,

Pin up a picture of an

We cannot always see them at work ; but they are |

working for us all the time, and it 1s God who
sends them. Let us thank him for his loving
cure!

Now we will see how God, his Father, |

Do angels bring us our food aud drink? |

Slecp aid rest and food atd drink muk 18
strong.  When Elijuh woke he was so strong and
had such courage that he was ready to go on his
journey. Show Mount Hoieb on the map, and tll
that Elijah came here and found a ylace to stay in
a cave. God sends his good gifts to make his chil-
dren strong to go where he sends them,

Now the Lord came to talk with him, e heard
Elijul’s compluint. (Read verse 10.) Ask if children
think the Lord reproached him. No; but le
showed him that he must be patient and gentle, and
learnto wait. Tell how he ~tood upon the mount-
ain and looked for the Lord, first in the wind, tien
in the earthquake, and then in the fire, and fouud
him at last 1 the still small voice,

Then the Loid gave Elijah work to do for him,
and told him that he still had seven thousand left
in Isruel wh believed in_him.

- Teach that God - always
| comes to his children when hie

sees they are ready for Lim,

Every child who is trying to

please God will feel discour-

aged sometimes, But God is

never discouraged, and he

never forgets to send helpund

strength wheie they are needed.

Children have work to do for God, and every
child should ask him each day, * Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do?” Then do not he afraid, but
expect him to help, and l.e surely will,

Bliow that this lesson teaclies that God is in the
little thins as well as the great. Elij.h forgot
this for a little wlile, and so became diseouraged,
Sing, * 0, do not be diseouraged.”

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ

= A
YEAR NOT, | AM with TrEe

How 1o Draw the WueeL.—Tie u piece of
string about twelve inches long to a piece of colored
cruyon, dark red, yellow, or brown, With the left
hand hold the end of the string aguinst the board ;
with the right hand deseribe the cirele,  The cen-
ter of the wheel will be where the end of the string
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was placed against the board, Fix the spot with a
piece of chalk, and then from that center let the
spokes rudiute,

APPLIOATION oF THE DEsion.—Do not be dis-
couraged though triuls and di i come,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]
1. From what wicked woman did Elijah flee?
| hel

PF
Never desert the ship ; stand firm ut the wheel of
duty, Review the circumstances that caused Elijah
to desert his post and run away ; the patience and
promise of God ; the need of all manner of work-
©rs, and the searching question,
“ WHAT DoEST THOU HERE?"

OPTIOVAL WYWYSR,

I am poor and blind.
Blest are the hungry.
How firm a foundation,
Look up.

In thy cleft.

Precious promise.

It is well,

Guide me, O thou,

Come unto me,

In the secret of his presence.
My Jesus, us thou wilt.
What a Friend,

I heard the voice of Jesus.
He left me.

Neveralone,

The Lord will provide,

2. When exhausted in the wilderness, who com-
forted him? The angel of the Lord.

3. Where did he fast forty days and forty nights 1
In Horeb, the mount of God,

4. By what four means did God manifest his
power to Elijah? By strong wind, earth-
quake, fire, and a still small voice,

8. What question did God ask? ¢¢ What do=
est thou here, Elijah ?

6. What is the GoLvex Texr? ¢ Fear not,””
ete,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
8. And what was the last and greatest proof?
His from the d,

19, 21; ; Matthew xvi, 21.
levers an internal evidence that Christ

to their faith, the witness

¥ ha
y Spirit in their hearts,

ve, accord
and the fruit of the Ho)

B. C. 899 or 900.) LESSON VI.

AHAB’S COVETOUSNESS,
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GOLDEN TEXT. Take need, and beware of covetousness. Luke 12, 15,

Authorized Version,

1 Kings 21. 1-16. [Commit to memory verses
15, 16.]

1 And it came to pass after these thin
Na'both the Jez're-el
in Jez're-el, hard by
Su-na'ri-a,

2 And A’hab spuke unto Na'both, saying, Give
me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of
herbs; because it s near unito my house: and I will
give |Lee for it a better vineyard than it; or, if it
#eem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it
in money, 8

8 An Na'both said to A'hab, The Lorp forbid
it me, that I xhould give the inheritance of my
futhers unto thee.

4 And A'hab came into his house heavy and dis-

leased because of the word which Na'both the
Re:'m-el-lw had spoken to him: for he had
faid, I will not give thee the inheritance of my
fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and
turned away his fuce, and would eat no bread.

5 But Jez'e-bel his wife came to him and said
unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest
1o bread ¢

6 And h
Nu

gs, that
-ite had a vineyard, which was
the palace of A’hab king of

e said unto her, Because I g

ke unto
‘both the Jez're-cl-ite, and said unto hj

m, Give

Revised Version.

1 And it came to pass after these things, thut
Na'both the Jez're-¢l-ite had a vineyard, which
was in Jez're-el, hard by the palace of A'hab
2 king of Sa-ma'ri-a. And A'hab spake unto
Na'both, saying, Give me thy vineyard, that 1
may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is
near unto my house ; and I will give thee for it
a better vineyard than it : or, if it seem good to
thee, T will give thee the worth of it in money.
8 And Na'both said to A'hab, The Lorp forbid it
me, that I ghould give the inheritance of my
4 fathers unto thee. And A'hab came into his
house heavy and displeased because of the word
which Na'both the Jez're-el-ite had #poken to
him: for he had said, I will not give thee the
inheritance of my futhers. And he laid him
down upon his bed, and turned away his face,
5 and would eat no bread. But Jez'e-bel his wife
came to him, and said unto him, Why is thy
6 spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread? And
he said unto her, Because I spake unto Na'both
the Jez're-el-ite, and said unto him, Give me
thy vineyard for money ; or else, if it please
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me thy vineyard for money ; or else, if it please
thee, I will give thee another vineyurd for it: and
he unswered, I will not give thee my vineyard.

7 And Jez'e-bel his wife said unto him, Dost
thou now govern the kingdom of Is'ra-el ¥ arise,
and eat breud, and let thine heart be merry : 1 will
give thee the vineyard of Na'both the Jez re-el-ite.

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, and sealed
them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the
elders and to the nobles that were in Lis city, dwell-
ing with Na'both.

9 And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim
a fast, and set Na'both on high among the people.

10 And set two men, sons of Be'li-al, hefore him,
to bear witness against him, wyinf. Thou didst
blaspheme God and theking. And hen carry him
out, and stone him, that he may die.

11 And the men of his city, even the elders and
the nobles who were the inhabitants in his city, did
as Jez'e-bel had sent unto them, and as itwas writ-
ten in the letters which she had sent unto them.

12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Nu'both on
high among the people.

18 And there came in two men, children of Be'-
li-al, and sat before him: and the men of Be'li-al
witnessed against him, even against Na'both, in the
presence of the rogla, saying, Na'both did blas-

heme God and the king. ~Then they carried him
forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones,
that he died.

14 Then they sent to Jez'c-bel, saying, Na'both
is stoned, and is dead.

15 And it came to pass, when Jez'e-bel heard
that Na'both was stoned, and was dead, that Jez'-
e-bel suid to A'hab, Arise, take possession of the
vineyard of Na'both the Jez're-el-ite, which he re-
mwi to give thee for money : for Na'both is not
alive, but dead.

16 And it came to pass, when A'hab heard that

Na'both was deud, that A’hab rose up to go down
to the vineyard of Na'both the Jez're-el-ite, to take

possession of it.

thee, I will give thee another vineyard for (z
and he answered, I will not give thee my vine-
yard. And Jez'e-hel Lis wife said unto him,
Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Is'ra-el ?
arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be
merry : [ will give thee the vineyurd of Na'both
the Jez're-cl-ite. 8o xhe wrote letters in
A'hab's name, and scaled them with his seal,
and sent the letters unto the elders and to the
nobles that were in his city, and that dwelt
with Na'both. And she wrote in the letters,
saying, Proclaim a fust, and set Na'both on
10 high among the people : and set two men, sens
of Be'li-al, before him, and let them bear wit-
ness agains, him, saying, Thou didst curse God
and the king. And then carry him out, and
11 stone him, that he die. And the men of his
city, even the elders and the nobles who dwelt
in his city, did as Jez'c-bel had sent unto them,
according es it was written in the letters which
12 she had sent unto them. They proclaimed a
fast, and set Na'both on high among the peo-
18 ple. And the two men, sons of Be'li-al, came
in and sat before him: and the men of Be'li-al
bare witness against him, even against Na'both,
in the presence of the people, saying, Na'both
did curse God and the king. Then they carried
him forth out of the city, and stoned him with
14 stones, that he died. Then thoy sent to Jez'e-
bel, saying, Na'both is stoned, and is deud.
15 And it cuine to pass, when Jez'e-bel heard that
Na'both was stoned, and was dead, that Jez'e-
bel said to A'hab, Arise, take possession of the
vineyard of Na'both the Jez're-el-ite, which he
refused to give thee for money : for Na'both is
16 not alive, but dead. And it came to pass, when
A'hab heard that Na'both was dead, that Ahab
rose up to go down to the vineyard of Na'both
the Jez're-cl-ite, to take possession of it.

®

©

TIME.—B. C. 899.0r900. PLACES.—Ahab's
palace in the city of Samaris; the ancient city of
Jezreel ; and Naboth’s vineyard outside of its east-
ern wall. RULERS.—Same as before. DOC=-
TRINAL SUGGESTION.—Human depravity.

HOME READINGS.
M. Abab's covetousness. 1 Kings 21, 1-7.
Tu. Ahab's covetousness, 1 Kings 21. 7-16.
W. The luw of inheritance. Lev. 25. 23-28.
Th. Sin of oppression. Mie. 2. 1-6.
F. Oppression denounced. Isa. 8. 10-15.
8. Punishment of oppressors. Psa. 94, 14-23.
S. Warning against covetousness, Luke 12.
18-21.

HYMN,
How vain are all things here below !
How false, and yet how fair !

LESNSON HYMNS,
No. 54, New Canadian Hymnal.
Come, every soul by sin oppressed.
No. 51, New Canadian Hymnal.
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord.
No. 55, New Canadian Hymnal,
All my doubts I give to Jesus,
DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hymns, Nos. 69, 76, 73.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Covetous Ahab, v. 1-4.

Where wus Jezreel

Was Ahab’s palace in Samaria or in Jezreel !

Why did Naboth fecl it wrong to sell his inher-
jtance? (Num. 36. 1-18; Lev. 25. 10-28.)
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Of what had Samuel forwarned the Israelites?
(1 Sam, 8, 14,) p

Why did not Ahab tuke the property by force?
(Exod, 46. 18,)

What characteristic is shown by Ahab’s conduct

What is said by one of the apostles about godli-
ness and contentment ¢
2. Wicked Jezebel, v. 5-10,

Why did Jezebel use Ahab's seal 2

What characteristics of the elders of Jezreel must
Jezebel have known before giving the order con-
tained in verse 101

Why was Naboth “ set on high ¢

Why was a fast proclaimed? (1 Sam. 7, i ; Joel
2 12,

Befzre what sort of tribunal was Naboth brought ¢
(Deut, 18, 16.)

What sort of men could they have been who
would thus submit to the dictation of the sentence
that they were to pass on their vietim ?

Why were two bad men brought up as witnesses ¢
(Num. 85, 80 ; Deut. 17, 6; 19, 15.)

What does Belial mean ¢
3. Murdered Naboth, v. 11-16,

Which three of the Ten Commandments were
broken by this proceeding against Naboth ¢

What awful retribution followed in Ahab's fum-
ily?

Is it right to do wrong if our superiors command
us f

Was this wrong act legal ?

Would it have been right if it had been legal ¢

Can it ever be right to do wrong ¢

Can you think of any great wrong that is to-day
legalized, and which some people who believe it to
be a great wrong conscientiously support ?

Practical Teachings.
Wherein does this lesson teach—

1. The wickeduess of coveting our neighbor's
goods?

2. The weakness of all wickedness ?

8. That one sin leads to another?

Hints for Home Study.

1. Read Ahab’s entire history and give your
ideas of the good and bad traits of his character,

2. Find out evidences that the character of
Ahab’s wife was much stronger than his own,

8. Would it have been wrong for Naboth to sell
his vineyard? Be ready to give the Hebrew law
in this matter,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Covetous Ahab, v, 1-4.

Of what was Ahab covetous{

What commandment did he thereby break ¢
(Exod. 20. 17.)

To whom did the vineyurd belong ?

For what purpose did Al ab want it?

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

What did he offer to Naboth for it 1

What was Nuboth’s reply ¢

How did this answer affect the king ¢

How did he show his displeasure ?
2. Wicked Jezebel, v. 5-10,

What question did Jezebel ask the king

What was Ahab’s reply ¢

What did Jezebel then ask ¢

What did she promise to do?

To whom did she send letters ¢

In whose name did she send them ¢

How did she command them to honor Naboth §

What wicked plot was then to be carried out ¢

What is the ninth commandment ? (Exod. 20.16.)
3. Murdered Naboth, v. 11-14,

What did the elders and nobles do?

What message was sent to Jezebel 1

What did Jezebel then say to Ahuh?

What did Ahab at onee do?

What is the sixth commandment? (Exod. 20, 18.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That selfishness leads to sin ?
2. That one sin leads to unother {
8. That one siuner can do greut harm ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
What peculiur Jewish law prohibited the sale of
a man’s inherited real estate
What wus the Hebrew law for the punishment of
blasphemy
How did this false accusation of Naboth resemble
that of our Lord ?

QUESTIONS ¥OR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What king coveted a vineyard near his palace?
Ahab,

Who was the ownerof the vineyard? Naboth,

What did Ahab try to do? To buy the vines -
yard,

Why was Naboth unwilling to let it go! Bee
cause his fathers had owned it,

How did Ahab feel about it? He was vexed
and unhappy.

What did Jezebel say she would do? Get the
vineyard for him.

What did she first do? Wrote letters to the
rulers of the city.

Whut did she ask them to do? To accuse
Naboth.

What erime was charged him ? Blasphemy,

How was he punished? He was stoned to
death,

What did Jezebe! then tell Ahab? That Nae
both was dead.

What did Ahab do? He took the vineyard
for his own,

What was Ahab's sin?  Covetousness,
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What was Jezebel's sin?
murder.
Who always punishes sin? The Lord.

Falsehood and | friend. But when it chooses the things that please
Satan and elf it is an enemy. We can never want
God and good things too much, But we must al-
ways try to find out if God wants us to have the
things we want,
Whisper Motto.
“Thou God seest me."”

Words with Little People.
«1 waNT” may be a good friend or a greut enemy.
When it chooses the things thut please God it is &

General Statement,

Elijah journeyed northward from Horeh, and in God’s name called Elisha the son of Shaphat to be his
successor. Ahab, the petulant King of Israel, had meantime been hard beset. The Syrian king had first
made him his vassal, and then had sought to still further degrade him, Wur between the two kings was
declared. A prophet foretold the utter overthrow of the Syrian armies, and directed how it was to be
brought about, 8o far as Ahab followed this divine direction he was blessed with succesx, but his down-
fall was foretold by God | of repeated disobedi ‘Purning his attention again to his private
affairs, King Ahab looked with longing eyes on a vineyard which was *hard by his palace in the city
of Jezreel. Naboth owned it, and refused to part with i, believing such an act to be contrary Lo God’s
law. Ahah sulked and pouted because he could not have the vineyard hie coveted, hut did not dare to so
grossly violate the constitutional law of the nation as to take it by force. Queen Juzebel’s character con-
trasts strangely with that of Ahab. She was far bolder and more decided than he, and she had no lin-
gering Israclitish ecruples to restrain her, for she was foreign born and bred. 8o, taking upon herself the
full responsibility, she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, directing the local authorities of Jezreel to accuse

1 Naboth of a capital offense, prove him guilty by false evidence, stone him to death, and then confiscate
his property to the erown, Far slighter outrages have often overthrown governments, but so craven were
the * elders " of Jezreel that the queen’s commands were followed to the letter, and King Ahab became
the owner of Naboth’s vineyard. But the curse of God came with it, and in the most marvelous way
were Ahab, his wife, and his d lants afterward punished for this ruthless erime.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. After these things, After Ahab'’s
struggle with Ben-hadad of 8yria. Naboth, Ev-
idently an honest, sturdy citizen. A vineyard.
This vineyard was outside of the castern wall o
Jozreel, near the fountain (for there Jehoram’s body
was ocast before Johu entered the city [2 Kings 9.
24-2)). Jezreel. An ancient city of Canaan,
built on the side of Mount Gilboa, and overlooking
a plain of great historic importance which derives
its name—Esdraclon—from this city. Hard by.
Close to. Palace. Ahab was famous for the
splendid buildings he erected. His Jezreelite pal-
ace was in the eastern quarters of the city (forit was
just a8 Jehu entered the city gate from the east
that Jemebel looked out at him [2 Kings 9. 81)).
Samaria. The name of this capital city of the
kingdom of Israel was sometimes used in place of
that of the kingdom.

2. Garden of herbs. “Both a vegetable and
a flower garden.”” —Terry. The ancient Hebrews
gave much attention to both horticulture and flori-
culture.

b 3. The Lord forbid. Evidently Naboth was
one of those who had not *‘ bowed the knee” to
Baal. “The Lord” here stands for the proper
name Jehovah, Moses had made the inheritance
of cach tribe and family inalienable (Num. 86.
1-18; Lev. 25. 10-28). The preservation of this in-

heritance * was for every covenant-keeping Israel-

man to stand thus for his rights in the fuce of a
king's desire.

4. Into his house. Probably into the palace
in Samaria, though it may have been the palace
which stood close by the wall of Jezreel, overlook-
ing the fleld of Naboth. Heavy and displeased.
(1) The man who thinks only of kis own interest, and
lives only for his own pleasure, will have many mis-
arable hours, Turned away his face. Instead
of reclining on his couch toward the table, he
turned away from it in the ill-humor of a spoiled
child. (2) The man who cannot govern himself is
not fit to govern others,

5. Jezebel his wife. In this lesson is re-
vealed all the fierce energy of her nature, her ubso-
lute want of principle, and the universul fear which
she inspired. Her influence for evil, reaching
through generations, shows how great might have
been her power for good.

6. I spake unto Naboth. Ie had proposed
to make Naboth his accomplice in a violation of
God's law, aud was vexed not merely at Naboth's
independence, but even more at his righteousness.
(8) A God-fearing man is a constant rebuke to the
godless.

7. Dost thou now govern. Jezebel felt a
contempt for her weak husband, and, coming from
despotic Tyre, she could not comprehend the con-
sti 1 government of Israel. Her words are an

ite o religious duty.””—ZLange. Naboth was a bold

| implied taunt: *Are you, or is Naboth, King of
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Tsrael 1 Let thine heart be merry. Do
not give yourselt any concern about the matter,” I
will give thee. She is equal to any emergency,
und ready for any crime,

8. She wrote letters in Ahab’s name,
Though the king did not enter into the transaction,
he tacitly, gave his consent to it. (4) Just so every
man i8 responsible for all the evil done in his name
if he can prevent it and fails to do so. With his
seal. Which was used where we would now use
the signature, Elders and....nobles, The
‘elders,” or rulers, were the representatives of the
tribe-fumilies having hereditary possessions in the
place; the “nobles” were leading men in social
position,

9. Proclaim a fast. To atone for some sup-
posed disgrace, and thus give the prosecution of Na-
both a religious ground. (5) Religion has often
been used as a cloak for erime. Set Naboth on
high. Honor him at the beginning of the proceed-
ings, 50 a8 to keep the wicked plan for his death un-
suspected, and so, also, as to make hiw conviction
the more startling and his death the more certain,

10. T'wo men. Two witnesses were necessary
for conviction, Belial. Not a proper name, but
u word signifying worthlessness. These were good-
for-nothing fellows. Thou didst blaspheme
God. Jezebel hated the God of the Jews, but
took any means to bring about her victim’s death,
The king. To curse the king would be treason,
and probubly this was added to secure the forfeit-
ure of his property. Carry him out. Death was
always inflicted outside the walls of the city,

Stone him. The usual method of execution
among the Isruelites, The two witnesses were re-
quired to cast the first stones,

11. The men of his city, These officials must
have been unusually depraved or else terror-
smitten to deal 80 unjustly and cruelly with an in-
nocent townsman.  Did as Jezebel had sent.
Not a single elder ventured to forewurn Naboth of
his danger. (6) How much more noble is the Chris-
tian standard of obedience to God rather than men.

12, 13. They proclaimed a fast. They act
as if accustomed to crimes like this, There came
in two men. Satan is ready with his tools when
they are needed by his workmen, Stoned him
with stomes. From 2 Kings 9. 26, it is evident
that his sons were put to death with him, as wus
common in Oriental countries,

14, 15. They sent to Jezebel. Having im-
bueditheir hands in blood at her command, they
hasten to send her word, hoping, probably, to re-
ceive some reward, Jezebel said to Ahab.
Her manner of receiving the news and of repeating
it to Ahab shows a conscience utterly scared and
past feeling,

16. Ahab rose up. Ilis promptuess to profit
by a crime shows that he, too, was thoroughly un-
scrupulous. To go down. He went in state, in
the royal chariot, and behind him rode the very mun
who in after years was the instrument of his pun-
ishment, Jehu, the future King of Israel (2 Kings
9. 25). (7) So the sentence follows close upon the
crime,

CAMBRIDGE NOTES,

With this chapter we sce the compiler returning
to that masterpiece among the narratives before
him, the brief *“ memoirs of Elijah.” The historian
is about to show us the foree which ruined the
most powerful of Isruelitish dynasties, He has al-
ready revealed the secret spring of all this ruin in
Ahab’s alliance with leathendom—the very snare
into which Solomon fell. But Jezebel and her
Baal-worship seem not to have been unpopular,
It was only when the sin against God gave birth to
the inevitable sin against man that the deep-
seated indignation of the people prepared the way
for Jehu's revolution. In telling the story of this
greut crime and its scquel the nameless author is at
his grandest,

Verse 1. These things, That is, the events
of chap. 19, which this immediately follows in the
LXX., and probubly also in the original memoirs of
Elijah, The narrative of Josephus supports the
LXX., in thus placing chap. 20 with chap. 22, and
there is a possibility that this order may have been
changed in order not to make the less terrible Jjudg-
ment of chap. 20, 42, follow the awful curse of verse
19, Which was, Itis possible that we should read,

‘“ and he was prinoe in Jezrecl,” inserting it earlier,
The clause as it stands is rather weak, and a
slight alteration supplies the information which
explains verse 9, and Josephus's note that Naboth
was ““ of distinguished family,”

2. Garden. A pleasure garden, planted with
flowers,

3. Jehovah forbid. Tle example of Obadiah
shows that an avowed worshiper of Jehovuh was
not punished unless belonging to the prophetic
order, which was treated as rebellious against the
state,  But it was bold thus to fling in the king's
teeth a refusal bused on Jehovah’s law. The sacred-
ness of a paternal inheritance was a cherished tra-
dition from early times, Comp, Lev. 25, 25-28 ;
Num, 86, 7.

4. Heavy and displeased, A phrase used
only for these characteristio sulks of Ahab, Comp.
chap. 20. 43, From verse 18 it appears that Ahab
was living in Samaria at the time ; the distance
from Jezreel is about twenty miles in a straight
line,

6. Ahab’s petul us of
Homan (Esth. 5, 18), Note how he Suppresses

Lildiel tn
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Naboth's reason for refusal. We may observe that
after all he had a certain grievance, A fair and
courteous request had been met with a rough an-
swer, which seems to show that Naboth, no doubt
on religious grounds, was any thing but loyal,

7. The picture of a weak and wicked man
forced half willingly into erime by a strong and
wicked woman is familiar in history and literature.
Compare Clytemnestra and Lady Macbeth, and the
queen whose savage hatred procured the death of
the New Testament Elijah, The contempt with
which she bids ler miserable husband go back to
his revels is curiously like Elijah’s own (chap. 18,
41). A man who has just enough conscience to
make him unhappy, but not enough to keep him
from evil, is perhaps the most pitiable object in cre-
ation, An ingenious conjectural reading, suggested
by the LXX., is, * And she said to him, Thou art a
simple man : now wilt thou make him king over
Tsrael!” '

8. Letters. Probably to the representatives of
each class, the elders and the nobles, Sealed.
Of course Ahab gave her the seal, and he knew per-
fectly well that it was'to be used in a way he had
not boldness for, Consciences like his found the
methods of the ostrich sufficient. Elders. The
old patriarchal office, which lasted from the exodus
or earlier down to New Testament times,
Nobles. The class of which Naboth scems to
have been chief. His city. There would have
been no question that this was Jezreel but for the
difficulty of reconciling chap. 22, 38, with Elijuh’s
curse in verse 19, But we may note that in 2
Kings 9. 26, Jehu, repeating the words which had
80 tremendously impressed themselves on his mind
years before, sees the curse fulfilled upon Ahab’s
son, Comp. verse 29. 8o even if our text in
verse 19 is quite sound (and the LXX. raises
doubts there), we may yet suppose thut the curse
as modified included for Ahub himself only the

_dishonor done him after death by the dogs and the
devotees of Ashtoreth, Dwelt with, A further
aggravation of the foul deed in which they were the
tools.

9. Fast. As with most of the darkest crimes
of history, religions sanction was to be ostenta-
tiously d. A public r iation of God
and his vicegerent, by a man of such rank and in-
fluence, calls for a general humiliation. Comp.
1 Sam, 7. 65 Joel 2. 12, At the head (mar-
gin). In the place to which his rank entitled him,

10s Two. As required by long established
law. Comp. Deut. 17. 6. Sons of Belial. Tt is
unfortunate, perhaps, that this was not regularly
translated *“ base” or “ worthless fellows.” RBe-
lial, ‘“‘worthlessness,” was never personified in
Old Testament times. These men belong to the
type so common in Oriental countries—in Bengal,
for instance, at the present day—ready to swear

whe over is wanted with a tongue that betrays
itseif.  Compare especially the * witnesses "’ against
our Lord, procured too hurriedly to instruct them
fully. The ninth commandment a‘tests the prev-
alence of this crime. Curses This word, liter-
ally “ bless,” has a curious history. From bless-
ing at parting it pass<es into “ saying farewell to,”
and so “ renouncing,” as margin (better). Comp,
Job 1. 5; 2. 9. Nuboth's brusque words to Ahub
would be interpreted us covert disloyalty, supply-
ing the usual grain of truth which makes the lie
more piquant. Outs In accordance with the
well-known rule that executions must not take
place *“within the camp,”” Sce Lev., 24. 13-18,
which further prescribes stoning as the penalty,
Stephen’s case is an obvious parallel. There is a
characteristic cynicism in Jezebel’s insisting on the
death penalty for ** renouncing God !

13, We must suppose that the people did not
suspect the truth till Ahab’s taking possession
made it clear. Jehu adds that Naboth’s sons were
included in the judiciul murder, The absence of
other heirs would make it easier for Ahab to seize
the property, and such precedents as Achan’s his-
tory could be used to justify the inclusion of his
family in the sentence.

15, Take. There is no evidence either that
Ahab was next of kin, or that the property of a
man executed thus was escheated to the crown.
There being no claimant left, the king simply took
it. Dead. Ahab thinks to quiet conscience by
not knowing how he died.

16. The LXX. adds that the news produced a
short outburst of horror and remorse. But the
words seem merely borrowed from verse 27, and
Josephus tells us that he hurried off at once on
hearing the news, Down. Jezreel being con-
siderably lower than Samaria. Ahab took with
him Jehu and Bidkar, and went to the fatal field
to meet the awful prophet who denounces what the
unconscious charioteer will one day perform!
Among all the grim stories which tell how sin
hunts down her victims, there is scarcely one
which 80 overwhelms the imagination as this of
Elijah waiting in that aceldama to speak his last
word to the doomed exulting sinner. A light as
from a brighter age gleams over the words which
tell that even Ahab could repent, and even Ahab,
while repentant, be forgiven

The Lesson Council.

Question 2, What is covetousness, and why is
it in the New Testament spoken of as idolatry ?

Covetousness is the desire for dishonest gain, the
inordinate dexire to have more. Often the things
desired are the property of another, though not al-
ways. In either case it is intensely selfish. What
ever the mind is set upon may become the occasion
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of idolatry ; hence 8t. Paul, in Col. 3. 5, urges the
Christians at Colos-e to “kill off” the evil pas-
sions, ‘‘and covetousness which is idolutry,” be-
cause they usurp the chief' pluce in the heart.— Rev,
B. W. Hutchinson, A.M.

Covetousness is the inordinate desire for what we
have not. It differs from uvarice in that the latter
refers to the keeping of what we have, while the
former signifies the getting of what we do not have,
Idolatry is the worship of created objects, and by a
figure of rhetoric is applied to covetousness in Col.
3.5, Literally, mammon is the object desired, cov-
etousness the desire itself. Covetousness is the ese
trangement of the affections from their proper
object, God, to the improper objcet, mammon,—
John E. Earp, D.D,

In its bad sense covetousness is an inordinate de-
sire for some supposed good, a worldly possession
of some sort ; which desire dominates both reason
and righteousness. It is synonymous with avarice
and cupidity. It is called by the apostle * idolatry,”
because in its worse degree it makes money, or
some other earthly gain, a supreme good, and setsit
up in the place of God to be striven for with all the
powers of body and soul. Gold i the miser’s god.
—Ross C. Houghton, D.D., L.H,

Covetousness is the inordinate desire for accumu-
lation. There is a desire which is proper ; this we
term zeal. There is another which is improper,
either in its fervency or in the object toward which
it is directed; this we term covetousness. The
Old Testament forbade covetousness, emphasizing
its outwnrd manifestations in practical life. The
New Testament, with its light turned on the inner
desires of the heart, calls covetousness idolatry
(Col. 8. 5, and Eph. 5. 5). The connection is very
close. Where the treasure is, there the heart is
also. If our chief treasure is in the mighty dollar,
there is our heart ulso. If our affections are ex-
pended upon worldly objects, God is left out and
we become idolaters,— Rev. W. @. Koons,

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
Covetousness.
1. Irs Roor—SELrisnNgss,
Give me....that I may have. v, 2,
*“Be without covetousness,” Heb, 13, 5.
“Kecp thy heart.” Prov. 4, 23,
1L Its Seirir—DiscontnT,
Heavy and displeased. .. .no bread, v, 4,
‘“Pierced  themselves. ., .many  sorrows,”
1 Tim. 6. 10,
‘“ Loveth silver....not be satisfied.” Ecol,
5. 10,
111, Irs GrowT—CoNspirAOY,
Wrote letters in Ahab's name, v, 8-10,
“ Lust....bringeth forth sin,” Jas, 1. 15,

*“Out of the heart,...false witness,” Matt,
15. 19,
1V. Irs Fruir—Criue,
Stoned kim. ... he died, v, 13,
* Temptation and a snare,” 1 Tim. 6. 9.
‘ Root of all evil.” 1 Tim., 6. 10,
V. Irs Resvrr—Miskry,
Hast thou found me? v. 20,
*“Ye rich men, weep and howl.” Ja, 5, 1-3,
““Treasure and trouble therewith.” Prov.
15. 16,
VI. Irs Penarry—DEatn,
Shall dogs lick thy blood. v. 19,
*“ Wages of sin is death.” Rom. 6, 23,
““This night thy soul.” Luke 12, 20,

Thoughts for Young People.
Thoughts on Naboth’s Vineyard.

1. How much of evil and trouble comes from
worldly possessions! Naboth’s vineyard cost its
owner a dear price,

2. How muchof harm comes from looking with
covetous desire upon the things of others,

3. A sin is none the less a sin though done for
fear or for favor,

4. We may sin by proxy, but we must suffer
punishment in person,

5. Not even a king has power to make wrong
right or good evil,

8. He who sells himself to work evil gets a small
price for his pains,

Lesson Word-Picture,

“ Waar a fine vineyard ! Naboth may be say-
ing. ‘““All mine! What music the wind makes
rustling the green leaves! Music saying, ¢ Mine,
mine, Naboth’s vineyard !’

Ah, rich and poor Naboth, you don’t hear some-
thing else—somebody saying to himself, “1 wish
Naboth's vineyard were minc!” It is a wish in
the Leart of that man living in yonder palace, a bad
man, Ahab. Rich Nuboth! Poor Naboth! So
poor you will be soon ! .

Only a wish, a desire in Ahab's evil heart that
Naboth's vineyard were his! It isa strong desire,
a hot wish,

A leper-spot !

Look out, Ahab! Kill out that covetousness at
once. The leper-spot will grow,

“Imust have that vineyard,” Ahab says, He
goes to Naboth. A better vineyard or money
Naboth shall have, Ahab tells him. Naboth shakes
his head. This vineyard has been in the family so
long! Selling it, I dare say, would be like selling
his father's grave, and his grandfather’s, and his
great grandfather's,

O, how sick that Naboth makes Ahab!

He Koes
home.

He goes to bed. He turns his face to the
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wall. He pines, he mopes, he sulks, he refuses to
eat, The leper-spot is spreading.

There is astep in the king’s chamber. It is a
hard step. You don’t like to hear it. Many peo-
ple wish they had never heard it. It is Jezebel.
Ah, Ahab, thy tempter has come. Stuff’ your
robes of purple in your ears, Cover your eyes
with your soft, white hands, Don’t look. Don't
listen,

“ Why is thy spirit so sad 1" she is asking.

He listens, He tells her about that miserable
Naboth, 0O, that demon, who tells Ahab to get up
aud be merry, She will get him Naboth’s vine-
yard.

How fast the leper-spot is spreading, covetous-
ness growing right along toward robbery. That
Jezebel is writing. She got the king’s ink-horn,
she got the kivg's seal, and now the devil’s fingers
are on her haud, and she is writing so furiously to
this one, to that one, to all in power. O, what
black devil-marks she has left in those letters!
There is to be u fast, and those officials shall order
it.  Naboth is to be set on high, and then two sons
of Bulial are to charge lnm wit « blasphemy, he is
to be dragged out, stoned. Stop her, Ahab!

all over with the corruption into which covetous=
ness has spread and festered goes as owner into the
vineyard belonging to the still, white, cold face
under the heap of stones, O, Ahab, hast thou any
belief in a God! What if his messenger, Elijah,
should rise up and suddenly confront thee !

By Way of Illustration.

“ dhabturned away his face and would eat no
bread.” Madame De Pompadour, one of the most
famous women of the brilliant French court, said :
“There is no peace in ambition; it is always
gloomy. The kindness of the king, the regards of
the courtiers make me happy no longer. A new
possession, however magnificent, can only please
me a couple of days. I have no interest in the
world. My ambitions conspire to embitter my life.”

A covetous man is like a beast of burden, The
more he has the more he groans under burdens and
hangs down his head in dejection.

“ Wrote letters in Ahab’s name.” One lie needs
a great many more to make it good. Itis like
building upon a false foundation, which continually
stands in need of props to hold it up, and proves at

Check that spreading leper-spot! Cov
inflamed into murder! No; the fast is proclaimed.
Naboth is there among the people. [le is set on
high. But what evil-looking men are those, the
two over there just entering, a snake's glitter in
their eyes, the spring of a bloodhound in their
very gait?

Leave, Naboth, leave! Flee for your life! Ah,
you could not be in harder fetters were coils of
iron laid about you. Those sons of Belial rise, A
lie is on their lips and murder is in their souls,
They thrust their deadly fingers like serpent’s
fangs toward poor, helpless Naboth. They charge
him with blasphemy, that awful sin. O, what a
clamor there is in the assembly ! They are all so
holy save Naboth! A blasphemer! They reach
out after him, They clutch at him. They could
tear in pieces this blasphemous wretch.

Such a holy uproar! Before it Nuboth is swept
away .like one.of his vineyard-leaves before a
simoom. He isrushed by the mob outsiile the city,
and then they all draw back from him as if he had
the plague, They form a circle around him, He
is in the center, a death-center, How the stones
fly! Does he ery out for pity? Their yells
drown his piteous wail, He falls, tries to stand up,
drops again, would cover his head and shield it
from that horrible rain of stones. It is Jezebel
that is stoning him, Alab that is stoning him.
Perhaps he has found this out, knows there is no
ageape, lies prostrate on the ground, and soon a
white, blood-stained, quivering face is turned up
in mute appeal to the Avenger in the skies,

“Take possession of the vineyard of Naboth,”
Jezebel cries to Abab, And a leper-soul covered

last more expensive than to have laid a true founda=
tion.—Addison.

Golden Text, Not gold, but gold-seeking is un~
lawful, Dives did not go to hell because he was
rich., Abraham wasricher than Dives, and died in
the faith. Not money, but the love of money is
the root of all evil.”

The last commandment is the sum totul of the
nine others, and is plnced so0 as to foot up the col-
umn. Covetousness is the cause of the znndmg
wage-system, of the dish y of stock li
and of all other forms of gambling, of the adultera-
tion of foods, and of liquor-selling! It was the cause
of slavery when that curse existed.— 2. M. Villiers,

If 1 were called to point out the most alarming
+ins of to-day, I would not mention drunkenness
with all its fearful havoe, nor gambling with its
crazed vietims, but the love of money on the part of
man, and the love of display on the part of woman.
While open vice sends its thousands to perdition,
these fashionable and favored indulgences send
their ten thousands! They sear the conscience, in-

‘erust the soul in a shell of worldliness, and make

man the worshiper of self. Whilc doing all this
the poor victim is allowed by public opinion to
think himself a Christian, while the drunkard and
gambler iy not deceived by such a thought for a
moment.—Dr. Croshy.

Luther was so afraid he might love possessions
that he prayed for poverty, saying, 1 thank thee,
O God, that thou hast made me & poor man upon
eurth.,”” When the clector sent him a valuuble
present he wrote back he could not refuse what had
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been given by the prince, but begged him to send |
no more, a8 he ulready possessed thirty dollars and
was afruid he should be numbered with those whose
portion is in this world,

Teachers’ Meeting.

into evil intention, and then blossomed into per-
Jjury, and the fruit that followed was murder,
‘“Take hecd, and beware of covetousness,” Do
not let the seed get into your heart, for it will

grow and take root, and the fruit is crime.
|

| FOUR STEPS IN CRIME.
First make plain geographicsl and historic back- Envy. Covetousness, Perjury. Murder,
ground by means of sketch-map and review

Saad DO NOT TAKE THE FIRST STEP,
Ahab’ssins : 1, Covetousness, 2. Discontent. 8, Con- |
spiracy, in which Ahab was as guilty as his queen, [
4. Fulsehood—their charge against Naboth wus s Primary and Intermediate,
lying v 5 "”.‘o"i”y_f“r 7 . a5 the L Lesson Tuovenr,— The Sin of Self-will,
tolfl.e'mllxy)s:tlﬁ;::. o‘fh :It{lll):\}::?—':;)r‘l!;uttll?:i?::m;; Muke @ large heurt on the board with a small

: 4¥ tin it. - Ask what roots in the ground do, Yes,
ended in Nuboth’s Jjudicial slaughter. ... A A good ::: W, roots of poison weeds as well as of
iy making o oo o v i | £ . ot bt o b,

) oy F love. it wi § " . i3
and suddenly change it from a representation of ;”W" O‘t ]2; c.’v:]‘ Y;l‘lvi‘l(lmt l\':"; f:)d‘dlu;'“; u ]"'
Naboth's vineyurd to a representation of Ahab's | P© ® 700 " b k f‘“ i : ) VLIS e AN
heart, and nume each of the vines according to the ::(:nr; :\;ﬁéh‘:‘:yu(::?n;n onriosity s to the lewon-
::;;::z':!f“:l‘:z :"::;.lﬁil::] \"‘l;? 'v)'x:. &e"?:e:r:m of Uncover a picture-frame which you huve made
on the board. Tell the children that they may
think the picture for themselves, Here is u room

References. in a king's pulace. It is a beautiful room, How

Freeman, Ver, 3: Sale of pat rimony, 322, Ve, | happy the l"“"}‘l" must be w‘"” “Y" in such a place,
8: Seals, 323; Letters, 881, V.r. 13: Executions | YOU8ay. But wait; a man is lying upon the bed.
outside the walls, 727....Foster's CycLopEnia, [ He looks ‘f""l"j“l ﬂ"“‘ angry, Wfl' i the servant
Ver. 2: Prose, 7595-7606, 8392-8398, 1136-1154, | comes to give hl'm food, he %urns his fuce uway and
U5, 0765, 1474, 1475, 14761481, 236-246, saee, | Will not eat. Ifho wero & llitle boy ws shooid:say
Vers. 15, 16: Prose, 4, 1088, U255, 9256, hie was pouting. But he is a king, Iis name is
2584, 3760-8763, 7980, 7982, 5099, 6000, | Ahab.  He rules a great many people, hut, alas ! he
cunnot rule himself, We will see what he is angry
about now, and then you may tell if tl.e root in his
heart is a good or a bud one,

Come and look out of the window. There is
fine vineyard, It is r eurthe palace, but it does not
belong to King Ahab, Naboth owns it. It be-
longed to his father before him, and he loves ity
gy v for it was a part of his old home, King Ahab saw

‘ : the beauiiful vineyard and wanted it for his own,

s ,PE‘RJUBY He asked Naboth to let him have it. He said he

% ] 1/ Ry would give lim another vineyard for it, or he

BAap would give him money for it. But Naboth was not

~wTH vy N willing to part with his wheritance. This made

Tue GRO NTENTIONS. the king angry, He wanted to have his own way,

YT R R 8o you see him lying here ss one sick. Do you

fee® TH“’“‘?HI \ v : think it is a pleasant picture? Ask children if they
; 7 A

can name the root in Ahab’s heart. Print * Self-
will” in the heart, and ask if it be a zood or a bad

root.

Exeranamion, Here is a tree, fruit-bearing, Uncover a picture of the tables «f stone, having
growing out of a heart, This illustrates the rapid | the commundments indicated by Roman numerals,
growth of sin.  First, the reed-thought— Covetous- | Ask which of the commandments King Ahab had
ness,  Ilow quickly the seed imbeds itself and broken in his heart, and see if children want to
takes life and begins t» grow! What does cov- | know what the root of self-will grew to he, Tell
ctousness develop? It grows from the thought to | the remainder of the story,
bad intentions, and then trowing and getting | the root of sin, and was glad to help it grow. The
stronger the blossoms and the fruit appear. Into- | king showed it in his face and voice and manner,
day’s lesson the seed-thought quickly developed | It would never have been scen if it had not firsg

Queen Jezebel suw
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been in his heart. (Extend the roots outside the
heart.)

Tell what the queen did. Was this Ahab’s sin?
Yes; for he led her to do it, and yet it was her own
sin, too, When we sce others doing wrong, we
should try to stop them; but if we cannot do that,
we should turn away, Make the root of self-will
grow into a little tree. Print on one of the
branches *‘ Deceit,” on another ** False Witness,”
on another ‘‘Murder.” Let children tell whay
commands of God were broken by the wicked king
and queen,

Tell, very briefly, how little pleasure Ahab
found in the vineyard which came into his posses-
sion by Naboth’s death. God saw and knew it
all, and he let Ahab know that he would be pun-
ished for it. We never find happiness by breaking
God’s commands., Teach the Golden Text here,
and use Ahab’s sin to make plain what covetous~
ness is,

Ask who would like to be
such a man as Ahab, or such
& woman as Jezebel. Ask
children to name their sins.
Yes; they coveted, told false-
hoods, bore false witness,
and committed murder, We
can put it all into one word
—‘“unbelief.” They did not believe God, and so
‘bad roots sprung up in their hearts very easily, and
grew very fast, The same evil spirit that made
them love sin wants to make us love it too. He
will tempt us to covet, to love our own way, to lie,
to bear false witness agninst our neighbor. How
shall we be saved from all this? There is but one
way-~by faith in Jesus. Make lesson symbol, and
urge the need of faith in Jesus as the cure for all
sin—not faith in word, but in deed. The child
who believes Jesus will try in all things to do as
Jesus did,

OPTIONAL HYMNS.
Yield not to temptation,
Dare to do right,

Am I a soldier.

Must Jesus bear.
Work for the night.
Keep to the right,
Stand up, stand up.
Over the ocean wave,
Stand up for Jesus.
Rescue the perishing.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school. ]

1. What property of Naboth did Ahab covet?
A vineyard.

2. Why did Naboth refuse to sell it? It was
against God’s law to do so.

3. What did Queen Jezebel do? She ordered
Naboth’s death.

4. Of what crime was he accused? Of blas
phemy.

5. By what means was he found guilty? By
false witnesses.

6. What is the Gowpen Texr?
heed,? ete.

¢ Take

CATECHISM QUESTION.
10. What does our Lord say of those who reject

He declares that they ought to Him ;
| and t.hAt they wonld be{!evue‘ bollev:,tn umbly

| and IC. to His wor
viil. 46, 47; Jnhnx.&fl John {il. 19; xviil.
STE John {v. 6.

at is Hh Wi to them ?
nummmemmmnmmm.

E—
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GOLDEN TEXT. And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took
him. Gen. 5. 24.

Authorized Version.
2 Kings 2. 1-11. [C’ovtlmu'l to memory verses

1 And it came to pass, when the Lorp would
take up E-li'jah into heaven by a whirlwind, that
E-li'jah went with E-li'sha from Gil'gal.

2 And E-li'jah said unto E-li'sha, T here, I

pn thee ; for the Lorp hath sent me to Beth'-el.

E-li'sha said unto him, As the Lorp liveth,

and as thy soul liveth, L will not leave thee. So
they went down to Beth'-el.

8 And the sons of the prophets that were at
Beth'-el came forth to E-li'sha, and said unto him,
Knowest thou that the Lorp will take away thy

Revised Version.
1 And it came to pass, when the Lorp would take
up E-li'jah by a whirlwind into heaven, that
2 E-li'jah went with E-li'sha from Gil'gal. And
E-li'juh said unto E-li'sha, Tarry here I pray
thee; for the Lorp hath sent me as far as
Beth'-el. And E-li'sha said, As the Lorp liveth,
and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So
3 they went down to Beth'-el. And the sons of
the prophets that were at Beth'-el canie forth to
E-li'sha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that
the Lorp will take away thy master from
thy head to-day? And he said, Yes, Y know it§
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master from thy head to-day? And he suid, Yea,
1 know 4¢, hold ye your peace.

4 And E-li’jah said unto him, E-li'sha, tarry here,
1 pray thee ; for the Lorp hath sent me to Jer-i'cho,
And he said, As the Loro liveth, and as thy soul
{ivgzh, I will not leave thee, o they came to Jer'-

-cho.

5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jer'-
i-cho came to E-li'sha, and sai! unto him, Knowest
thou that the Lorp w.i]l take away thy master from
thy head to-day? And he answered, Yea, | know
it ; hold ye your peace.

6 And E-li'jah said unto him, Tarry, I pray
thee, here; for the Lorp hath sent me to Jor'dan.
And he said, As the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, I will'not leave thee. And they two went
on,

7 And fifty men of the sons of the ﬂrophem
went, and stood to view afar off: and they two
stood by Jor'dan,

8 And E-li'jah took his mantle, and wrapped i¢
together, and smote the waters, and they were di-
vided hither and thither, so that they two went
over on dry ground.

9 And it came to pass, when the,

were gone over,
that E-li'jah said unto E-li‘sha,

sk what I shall

do for thee, Lefore I betaken away from thee, And
E-li'sha said, 1 pray thee, let a double portion of
thy spirit be upon ine,

10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing:
nevertheless, if thou see me when /am taken from
thee, it shall be so unto thee; butif not, it shall not

80,

11 And it came to pass, asthey still went on,
and talked, that, behold, there ap{uarad a chariot of
fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asun-
der; and E-li’jah went up by a whirlwind into

theaven,

4 hold ye your peace. And E-lijah said unto
him, E-li'sha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the
Lorp huth sent me to Jer'i-cho. And he said,
As the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul liveth, T will

5 not leave thee. So they came to Jer'i-cho. And
the sons of the prophets that were at Jer'i-cho
came near to E-li'sha, and said unto him, Know-
est thou that the Lorp will take away thy master
from thy head to-day? And he answered,

6 Yea, Iknow it ; hold ye your peace. And E-li’jah
said unto him, Tarry here, | pray thee; for the
Lorp hath sent me to Jor'dan. And he said, As
the Loro liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not

7 leave thee, And theytwo wenton, And fifty men
of the sons of the prophets went, and stood over
aguinst them afur off : and they twostood by Jor'-

8 dan. And E-li’jah took his mantle, and wrapped
it together, and xmote the waters, and they were
divided hither and thither, so that they two

9 went over on dry ground, And it came to pass,
when they were gone over, that E-li'jah said
unto E-li'sha, Ask what I shall do for thee,
before I be taken from thee. And E-li'sha said,
1 pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit

10 be upon me, And he said, Thou hast asked a
hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am
taken from thee, it shall be 80 unto thee; but if

11 not, it shall not be so. And it came to pass, as
they still went on, and talked, that, behold,
there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire,
which parted them both asunder; and E-li'jah
went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

TIME. —B.C. 806. PLAC¥S.—Gilgal, Beth-
«l, Jericho, and the Jordan, RULERS.—Jeho-
ram, grandson of Ahab, King of Isracl; Jehoram,
son of Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, DOCTRI«
NAL SUGGESTION.—The heavenly state,

HOME READINGS.
M. Elijuh translated. 2 Kings 2. 1-11,
Tu. Enoch’s translation, Gen, 5, 18-24,
W. By faith, Heb, 11. 1-6,
Th. Watching and waiting, Luke 12, 35-40,
#. Ready to depart. 2 Tim. 4. 1-5,
8. *“Abundant entrance.” 2 P:t. 1, 10-15,
8. Out of great tribulation. Rev, 7. 9-17.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 134, New Canadian Hymnal.
Talk with us, Lord, thyself reveal

No. 130, New Canadian Hymnal.
Come, ye that love the Lord.

No. 133, New Canadian Hymnal,
Now just a word for Jesus,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The Journey, v. 1-8,

How did God purpose to remove from earth his
fiery and thunderous servant {

What young man accompanied Elijah from
Gilgal ?

Where was Gilgal ¢

Where was Beth-el ?

Why may we suppose Elijah to have so earnestly
desired Elisha to remain 1

What mzy have been Elisha's reason for so

ly insisting upon panying Elijah 1

What rival systems of worship had head-quarters
in Beth-el #

Did the calf-worshipers believe in Jehovah ?

In what direction did the two men walk from
Beth-el to Jericho ¢

What reasons may have led Elisha to shun con-
versation with the sons of the prophets {

How many men watched the prophets as they ad-
vanced toward the Jordan ?

What was the emblem of the prophetic calling?
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In whut sense was the bed of the Jordan now
turned into dry ground ?

How would this miracle at the close of Elijah’s
career be of advantage to God’s cause !

What lesson may we learn from God's turning
the whirlwind into a triumphal chariot ?

‘What suggestions concerning the strength of true
affection come from Elisha’s conduet !

What may we learn from the fact that God gave
his directions to Elijah by installments, not telling
him at once to travel from Gilgal to Jordan, but re-
vealing a little at a time ?

Can any obstacle hinder God !

2. The request, v. 9, 10.

Had Elijah power to do much for Elisha if he so
desired ?

1f Elijah in heaven could nave answered Elisha’s
prayer from the carth, would he have made this
offer now !

What is the meaning of the phrase “a double
portion 1"

What sort of character did El'sha show by pre-
ferring & spiritual blessing to all others?

Why was this request peculiarly ‘' a hard thing #

How may Eliiah have known that if Elisha was
- permitted to see him to the last his request would
be granted ?

Was there any doubt about granting this request
after God’s order to Elijuh to anoint Elisha as his
successor

3. The Chariot of Fire, v. 11.

‘What awful spectacle followed this request ?

Recall other references of Scripture to heavenly
chariots and horses !

What inference may be legitimately drawn from
this miracle

What would have been the result if Elijah’s faith
had failed at this climactic hour?

What if Elisha’s faith hud fuiled

Practical Teachings.

Wherein does this lesson suggest—

1. That all natural and spiritual forces are serv-
ants of God ?

2, That men do not often blunder by holding
their peace !

3. That he who goes where God sends is not in
danger!

4. That God’s providence leads us one step at a
time ?

5. That the reward of heaven fully compensates
for all earthly trials ¢

6. That God turns ull stumbling-blocks into
i for his children?

7'.rThunt. the tendcrest earthly ties must be severed ?

Hints for Home Study.
1. Make the “sons of the prophets ” a subject of
study. Their schools were probably founded by
Samuel. Read up in a biblical dictionary, if you

can ; follow their history so fur as it is traced in
8 1, Kings, and Chronicl

2, Collate scriptural references to armies of angels.

3. Put in writing wliat you suppose to have been
the impression made at the time on the minds of
those who witnessed or heard of this scene by
(a) Elisha’s persi in ying his master ;
(b) his steady refusa) to talk to the sons of the
prophets ; (¢) the gathering gloom of the coming
storm ; (d) the manifestly supernatural peculiarity
of the whirlwind; (e¢) Elisha’s request; (/) the
curling waters, as, for the second time, they retired
before the stroke of the sheep-skin mantle.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Journey, v. 1-8,

Wihere did the Lord propose to take Elijah, and
how 1

Who went with Elijah from Gilgul t

‘What request did Elijah make !

What was Elisha’s answer ¢

To what place did they journey !

Who there met Elisha #

What question did they ask ?

What reply did he make?

What did Elijah then request of Elisha ¢

What did Elisha say to this request !

‘Who here met Elisha?

‘What did these men say to him?

How did he reply to them?

What request did Elijah again make ?

How did Elisha answer this time ?

Who stood watching their journoy 1

What did Elijah do at the Jordan?

What was the result of smiting the waters?
2. The Request, v. 9, 10

What did Elijah bid his companion to ask

‘What was Elisha’s request ?

What did Elijah reply
3. The Chariot of Fire, v. 11

What suddenly appeared as they journeye: ¢

Where did Elijah go?

What other saint did God translate ! (Gorpex
Texr.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we given—
1. An example of true friendship ¢
2. An illustration of persistent faith !
8. An evidence that faith is sure of reward ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.

Of what holy man of God is it said, ““ He was
not ; for God took him1”

What prophet was buried by the Lord 1

Find a command given to Elijah concerning
Elisha ?
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Who was Elijah’s servant and helper the lust
years of his life? Elisha,

Who knew it when Elijuh was about to go to
heaven? The sons of the prophets,

Where did Elijah and Elisha go? From Gile
gal to Beth-el.

What did Elijuh ask Elisha to do? Te let him
go alone to Betheel.

What did Elisha say ¢
thee,”

Where did Elijah and Elisha next go?! ‘To
Jericho.

Where did they then go?
Jordan.

How many sous of the prophets followed them ?
Fifty.

With what did Elijah strike the waters! With
his mantle,

How did the two cross the river! The waters
parted and they walked on dry ground.

What did Elijah tell Elishato do? To ask for
some gift.

What did Elisha ask ?
the prophet’s spirit.

I will not leave

To the river

A double portion of

What did Elijah say he had asked? A hard
thing.

How did he say Elisha might know if his request
was granted ! ¢¢ If thou see me *vhen I am
taken from thee,”

What then appeared ?
of fire,

How was Elijah taken up to heaven! By a
whirlwind.

Was Elisha’s prayer answered ! It was.

A chariot and horses

Words With Littlc People.
‘I WILL NOT LEAVE THEE.”
Bee how mauy times Elisha said this to his mas-

ter.  When Sutan comes to tempt us to leave Jesus,
remember Elisha,

What did he gain by staying with Elijsh? A
great gift—a double portion of the prophet’s
spirit and a wonderful sight of the Lord’s power
and glory.

What will we gain by staying with Jesus?

‘Whisper Motto.
*Close to thee! Close to thee!"

General Statement.

ool

Ahab, ** which did sell himself to work wi

in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife

stirred up, and who did very ubominably in following idols,” seems to have become penitent in his later
yeurs. He was killed in a war with the Syrians 897 B,C. He was succeeded by his son Amaziah, who
died 896 B. C. Jehoram, or Jorum, Ahab’s grandson, ascended the throne, and very soon after his ns-

cension the Lord further revealed his will to the prophet Elijali.

He led him from Gilgal to Beth-el,

from Beth-el to Jericiio, and from Jericho to the Jordan. At each of these towns there seems to have

been a seminary of the *“ sons of the prophets,”

andat each Elijah unavailingly sought to persuade his

attendant Elisha to leave him, When they came to Jordan the old prophet miraculously divided its wa-
ters by striking them with his shaggy mantle, Then, turning to his youthful companion, he asked what
he could do for him hefore his ascent to heaven, Elisha folt, doubtless, like all the *“ sons of the proph-
ots,” that Elijah stood related to him as a father, beloved and venerated more than words could describe,
And as when Jewish fathers died the first-born son received two portions " of the inheritance—twice
a8 much as the other sons received— Elisha asks that he may be acknowledged, like a first-born son, to he

the full heir to the prophetic offices and gifts of his master,

, but he app
to the eternal God, who makes no mistakes,
muster he may know that this

Now, Elijah knows that Elisha is to be his

ly does not know how far this last request can be granted, and 8o passes it over
If Elisha be permitted to see the translation of his prophetie

ted. I Liate]

quest will be g

y, in full view of both, out of the

gathering storm comes the sudden whirlwind, a chariot of fire, and horses of fire! Elisha is left on Jor-

dan’s plains, but Elijah is in heaven !

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL.NOTES.

Verse 1. The time of this incident is uncer-
tain. The connection would point to sbout 896
B. C., but from the fuct that Elijah wrote a note to
King Jehoram of Judah, whose reign began 891
B. C., some think that it was later, When the
Lord would. When Elijah’s peculiar work was
fully done. Take up. Nowhere in the Bible is
such an expression used to mean death. Into
heaven. The Hebrews believed there were three
heavens, in the highest of which was God’s throne,

By a whirlwind. A storm; a tempest, Both
to Job and to Ezekicl God was manifested in a
whirlwind (Job 38, 1; Ezek. 1.4). Went with
Elisha. Ten years before Elijah had summoned
Elisha from his father’s furm in the Jordun valley
to the wandering life of a prophet. He had ac-
cepted the call, and had been aiding Elijah in
lowly service (2 Kings 8. 11), and in the organiza-
tion of the * seven thousand * faithful ones, From
Gilgal. Not the Gilgal near Jericho, but an-
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other among the mountains, nine miles north of
Beth-cl, and a seat of idol-worship. Learn from this
verse : (1) That God brings kis worker home when
his task is complete. (2) The trials of a Christian
are as nothing compared with his triumph,

2. Tarry here. Perhaps the old prophet de-
sired to be left alone, perhaps he would test the
earnestness of his disciple. Betheels A city
among the mountains north of Jerusalem, hallowed
by memories of Abraham’s altar and Jacob's
ladder; at this time, like Gilgal, at once an idol
sanctuary and the head-quarters of a school of the
prophets. (8) Where sin is abounding and sinners
are most numerous the Church should be organized.
As the Lord liveth, A solemn form of adjura-
tion among the Israelites used only in matters of
high importance. £ will not leave thee, Per-
haps he felt that in his heart his master desired
his presence,

3. Sons of the prophets. In the days of

1 these prophetic schools were first estab-
lished, and from them hud arisen many teachers,
They may have died out until Elijah’s day. They
were not quite like monusteries, for some of the
‘““sons " were married men; but they formed relig-
ious communities which kept shining the flame of
the true worship. (4) Jn our time every Sunday-
school should be a school of the prophets. Knowest
thou. In some way—-how it is needless to con-
jecture—the revelation of Elijah's departure had
been received by both Elisha and the other disci-
ples. From thy head. Teachers sat onelevated
seats, the pupils on the ground at their feet. Hold
ye your peace. Thesubject was too sacred to be
discussed.

4, 5. Jericho. A city in the Jordan valley,
near the head of the Dead Sea. It had been re-
cently rebuilt and was a center of prophetic influ-
ence. Fora while it became Elisha's home. 1t is
now desolate, They came. A journey oftwelve
miles.

6. Sent me to Jordan. About five miles
from Jericho is a bend in the river Jordan, where
the ascension of Elijuh may have taken pluce. I
will not leave thee. For the third time the
same request and the same answer ; and then per-
sistent fuithfulness has its reward. They two
went on, Picture the scene as the two walk to-
gether--the white-haired old prophet and the
younger mun,

7. Fifty men. A large school it must have
been to furnish so many, as well as another fifty men
afterward sent out. Stood to view. Perhaps on

Q

the hill near Jericho, from which the plain, the
river, and the mountains of Moab are all distinetly
visible, They expected to sce some miracle, but
not the ascension of the prophet,

8. Hismantle, A sheep-skin cloak, the badge of
his prophetic office. (Trace its history.) Wrapped
it, Folded it. They were divided. We have
not Elijah’s mantle, but we can have the faith with-
out which it would have been only a sheep-skin.
(5) 0, for afaith that will not shrink.

9. Ask what I shall do. The departing
saint thinks not of himself, but of his steadfast
companion and his needs; and he gives him a test
to show whether his aims are spiritual or material,
(6) What would be our answer to such a question P
Before I be taken away., Whatever Elijuh is
to do for Elisha must be done before his rapture ; so
there is no warrant for the Romish doctrine of the
intercession of departed saints, (7) We have but
oné Advocate beforethe throne,and we need no other,
Let a double portion. The portion of a first-
born. Elisha asiced not for greater power than his
master had, but to be regurded by him and by his
God asthe old prophet’srightful heir. The *double
portion " is used merely us a figure of speech.

10. A hard thing. It depended not on his
will, but on God's and on Elisha’s personal fitness.
(8) Not even a prophet can always infallibly fore-
cast God’s will. XIf thou see me, It would seem
as if some special endowment was needful to secure
this sight, The words have deeper meaning than
we can now exp]uin.

11. Still.  Apparently with difficulty, for
already the tremendous storm was gathering,
Talked. Every minute must have seemed more
precious than the last, for they were soon to be
parted. Chariot of fire. Do not spend time
on the interesting but unpractical question of
whether this was a real ‘chariot or simply a sem-
blance, Learned commentators have said much on
both sides, and it really matters little which is right.
God would have revealed to us all the character-
istics of heavenly rociety with the same distinctness
that he has reveuled to us the tesms of ourown pere
sonal salvation if he had desired us to understand
these characteristics as fully, Into heaven.
This phrase also has been variously interpreted by
various writers, In view of the later snd fuller
revelation of divine truth we cannot doudt that
Elijali was ut once transferred to the blessed abode
of God’s saints, to rest in mental and spiritual de-
light from the arduous labors of earth.

CAMBRIDGE NOTES.

Once only after the death of Ahab does Elijah
appear in our story before the closing scene, A
prophet of judgment to the last, he has called down
vengeance on two bands of soldiers, who through
their captains have presumed rudely to dictate to

the servant of Jehovah, and has sent the message
of deuth to Ahab’s idolatrous son, And now for
the third time in that strange life the fire of heaven
is to descend, completing the symbolism which
made it the emblem of his mission, It had asserted
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Jehoval’s Godhead and reclaimed his people to his
service ; it had consumed his enemies in sudden and
awful destruction ; and now it was to consecrate a
prophet toserve God in a sphere where love gloried
over judgment. All these were aspects of Elijah’s
own work on earth. But in his case we are per-
mitted to gee his mission transformed in a higher
world. When next he came to earth at Jehovah's
word it was to avert the divine curse and not to pro-
nounce it, to reconcile and not to judge ; and when
for the last time the eyes of men beheld the Prophet
of Fire, he stood before the Saviour and discoursed
of the love unto death which should redeemn the
world (Mul, 4. 5,6; Luke 1. 173 9. 81),

Verse 1. The chapter is inserted fitly after
mentioning Jehoram, King of Judah, to whom Eli-
Jjah wrote (2 Chron. 21. 12). Chapter 81 resumes at
an earlier point.  Whirlwind. It was believed

3. The *“sons of the prophets " were not schools
of young men destined for the prophetic order, but
actual members of thut order, living together in
corporation near several ancient sanctuaries, They
answered nearly to the clerical order in the Chris-
tian Church. 1In both there have been men who
are called prophets in the hightest sense—Samuel
and Elisha, Paul, Luther, Wesley. But there have
always been such prophets who have had no con-
neetion with the order—Elijah himselt and Amos
(see his words in chap. 7. 14), and in the Christian
Church many who have never received ordination
of any kind apart from self-evidencing credentials
sealed by God alone. And just as the Christian
clerieal profession has included, alas! very many
whom God never called—has sometimes (witness
Lycidas and its ypreface) been openly irreligious for
a generation—so in a yet more degenerate age the

that during his life-time tho breatl of Jehovah used
tocatch him up and set him where no eye could
follow. Comp. verse 16, and 1 Kings 18, 12, Gile
gal. Not that of Josh, 4. 14, which was close to
Jericho, but a place now called Jiljilia, west-south-
weat of Shiloh, The name “ rolling ”” seems to have
originally denoted some aboriginal cromlech, like
our * Druidical circles.” From the high ground
here Elijah could take a last survey of the scenes of
his labors, from Carmel and the western sea to the
hills of Gilead wlence he came. And now the ir-
resistible impulse is on him again, and he must see
the land of his birth once more before he passes,
8o he journeys south-east toward the place where
Israel had crossed Jordan in the olden ti me, paus-
ing fora moment at Beth-el and Jericho to see for the
last time the prophctic communities whose zeal did
80 much to maintain the true faith in those dark
days. If, as seems probable, the Gilgal of chapter
4. 88, is the same as this, Elijah and his destined
successor had been living with such a colony before
starting on the final journey,

2. Elijah’s motives in thus vrging Elisha to
leave him may have included not only the craving
for solitude at this (comp, 1 Kings
19, 3, and note), but also the wish to test Elisha by
endeavoring to spare him the strain of the impend-
ing trinl. Wo can feel in these next verses how
Elijuh was *straitened till” his buptism of fire
should “be accomplished,” 1In awe-inspiring si-
lence he leads his servant on; the sons of the
prophets coming to bid him farewell dare not break
upon his reverie ; and only when Jordan is passed
aro the prophet’s lips unsealed to bestow his bless-
ing and kis last connsels, Tarry here. Among
these kindred spirits, who would mitigate by sharing
with him the pain of loss, As Jehovah. Seo
note on 1 Kings 17. 1. The double form of the ns-
severation found also in 1 Sam. 20, 3, and 25, 26,
expresses the most intense earnestness, ' Went
down. The western Gilgal, in the hill-country of

prem:

Evhraim, is considerably higher than Beth-el,

prophetic order by a very plague-spot. Comp,
Jeremiah's frequent d i Thy t

In a sense he was their master, as prophets, but the
relationship with Elisha is unique, From thy
head. So the disciple is deseribed as sitting at
the master’s feet (Acts 22, 3). Toeday. If this
is literal they must have traveled more than twenty
miles further that day. I kmow. Either from an
unrecorded word of Elijah or by the prophetic in-
spiration itself, which may well have belonged to

Elisha as much as to these others,

4. Jericho. The prophetsseem to have chosen
for their settlements places oceupiced by idolatry or
otherwise d with the ap y which their
lives protested against: Gilgal (if the same) ap-
pears us a seat of idolatry in Hosea and Amos,
Jericho had been rebuilt under a curse, und Beth-el
was the shrine of the calf-worship.

6. They too. Compare the very similar jour-
ney of Gen, 22, 6,

7. This verse, with verse 15, seems to indicate
that the writer of this narrative was among these
fifty who followed at a reverent distance to see the
end. Apparently the number represents all who
were not kept near home by the infirmities of age.
Over against. On the high ground of Jericho,
whence they could watch the descent and the
(probubly short) aseent on the other side of Jordan,

8. The miracle was wrought on the same xpot as
in Joshua’s day, but the manner of it recalls the
parting of the Red Sea, the waters being ** divided,”
rather than the bed for miles being laid bare. The
mantle used as the symbol of the wonder-working
power reminds us of Aaron’s rod,

9. Gone over. Iuto Elijah’s native land, where
he had longed to be. The Revised Version, mar-
gin, taken by the LXX., is about equally probable,
They were now near the scene of the passing ‘of
Moses, and in the near presence of the end Elijah
breaks the silence which was so hard for Elisha's
love to bear. He grants him a boon, and the measure
of the petitioner’s faith would be the measure of its
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reward. Double portion. See Revised Version,
margin, The custom which gave the first-born two
portions and the other sons one each wus of high
antiquity. Elisha’s portion would be the smaller
according as Elijah’s spiritual sons proved more in
number. But his request is not to be the Elijah of
the new generation, but to be gifted so as to take
the lead in completing his work. Thy spirit.
Comp, verse 15; 1 Cor. 14. 32. It denotes the
prophetic gift as *“ inspired.” h

10, Hard. Because for God alone to give. If
thou see. Elijah had been already told that
Elisha was to be * prophet in his room.” But this
was conditional on his faithfulness, and now the
last test thut Elisha’s heart was ‘“‘right with his
heart " was his winning the prophetic vision, enab-
ling him still to behold his master as he rose.

11. Still. Indicating, perhaps, a toilsome as-
cent after the long journey of the duy. Chariot.
Chap. 6. 17, isa profoundly striking parallel. The
unique and awful appearance which crowns the life
of Elijah is around all who fear God, ifthey could but
see. All will remember Bunyan’s magnificent ap-
plication to describe the passing ofa martyr. Men-
delssohn, a8 throughout this wonderful story, makes
the scene live as no commentary can do. Whirle
wind. Perhaps this storm and cloud were seen by
the watchers “afar off,”” ouly Elisha seceing the
chariot and his ascending master. How striking in
its resemblances and contrasts is the story of the
ascension of One greater than Elijah !

The Lesson Council.

Question 3. Wherein did the translation of
Elijah dyffer from death ?  Did any change in his
condition take place at this time ?

The cause was different. Death is the couse-
quence of some organic lesion ; trunslation was only
a local change produced by external forces. The
translation was probably accompanied by a change
of condition from the natural to the spiritual body
in order to adapt him to the environments of the life
which all God’s people are to enjoy in the here-
after, This is a matter of speculation, with few
data from which to form an opinion.—Jokn E.
Earp, D.D.

Like Enoch, Elijah did *“not see death,” Ile
passed through the resurrection change without ex-
periencing the agonics of dissolution, Comp. 1 Cor.
15. 51, 52.  His was undoubtedly such a transition
as all men, had not sin entered imto the world,
would have expericneced when *‘ entering on their
full immortality.” The very mortal body of Elijah,
that lived at the time of his exaltation, “put
on" incorruption and immortality (1 Cor. 15. 53).
No new material was brought in ; it was a divine
change wrought upon the old material. The mode
is a mystery.— Ross . Houghton, D.D., L, H.D,

Elijah’s translation involved (1) a sudden cessa-
tion of naturul fleshly powers, that is, death; (2)
an immediate transformation into the celestial spir-
itual body, that is, glorification. It was the process
of the corruptible putting on incorruption,. We be-
lieve Elijah was taken to heaven ; that is, to the
home of God's saints, Now, as flesh and blood
caunot inherit the kingdom of God, his translati
involved the changing of his mortal body into that
spiritual body suited to his new home. The body
with which he entered heaven was the same as the
redeemed will have after the resurrection j that ix,
a spiritual body (1 Cor. 15. 48). With this he ap-
peared on the Mount of Transfiguration. 1t was
no long process ; the twinkling of an eye was suffi-
cient (1 Cor. 15. 51, 52).— Rev. W. G. Koons,

Any answer here must be largely opinion orspec-
ulation. 1. Death is the separation of soul an.
body. It does not appear that any separation oc-
curred in the case of Elijah, He was probably in
that condition which the soul reaches after it has
passed through death and has been united with the
glorified body. 2. The change in Elijah was prob-
ably that ‘“this mortal put on immortality,” that he
was “changed in a moment.” His body may have
been of the same nature as the glorified body with
which Christ ascended, or the same as he took on
at the transtiguration.— Rev, B. W. Hutchinson,
AM.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Elijah and Elisha.

I. BaiNtLy FrLrowsuip,
1. Elijjah went with Elisha. v. 1, 2, 4.
“Two walk....agreed.” Amos 8. 3.
2. They two went on. v. 6,11,
“ That they all may be one.” John. 17, 21,
1I. OBEpIENT FarTa,
The Lord hath sent me. v, 2, 4, 6,
“ Whatsoever he saith....do.” John 2. 5,
“ My friends, if he do.”” John 15, 14,
111, BprrituaL Insigur,
Knowest thou? ... know. v, 3, 5.
“ Walk by faith, not by sight.”” 2 Cor, 5. 7.
“ The secret. of the Lord.” Psa. 25, 14,
1V, Miracvrouvs Powen.
Smote the waters. v. 8.
 Greater works. .. .shall he do.” John 14, 12,
‘1 give you power.” Luke 10. 17,
V. HoLy AMBITION.
A double portion. v. 9.
“ Covet earnestly the best gifts.”” 1 Cor. 12, 81,
“Seek that ye may excel.” 1 Cor, 14, 12,
VI. Grorious Vietory.
Went up by a whirlwind. v. 11.
“Who hath abolished death.” 2 Tim. 1, 10,
‘* Giveth us the victory.” 1 Cor. 15, 57,
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Thoughts for Young People,
God’s Leadership.

Lo Astepat a time. God did not tell his serv-
ant to go from Gilgal to the other side of Jordan,
though he intended him to go that way, but he
revealed his purpose first only s fur as Beth-el,
then as furas Jericho, and then the rest of the way,
So now God tells no secrets of the future, but leads
us through brief providential tasks,

2. By example. God could have taught Elisha
all he wished him to know without the intervention
of Elijah, lut that is not generally his way, Every
good man has two uses : his direct usefulness, and
the beneficence of his example,

3. Stumbling-blocks turned into stepping-stones.
God placed Jordan as a barrier, and it served its
purpose well, It is not like other streams, a high-
way—a wort of artery for trade ; it stood in the way
of both merchant and invader. But God made it
highway for his servant,

4. God guides to heaven. A train or a steamer
is known by the name of the place it is destined to
reach. We talk of the Liverpool packet and the
8t. Louis express, and we judge the value of the
trip almost entirely by the value of its destination,
8o in secular life. A man scts out to amass wealth ;
if ho succeed, he and we make little of the self-de-
nials necessary in attaining it. So of scholarship,
We do not ask how many headaches Huxley and
Darwin had, but how much they discovered, Why
not 50 of heaven? The success of a man’s spirit-
ual life is after all dependent on where it leads him to,

Lesson Word-Picture,

Elijah going to heaven this very day! Does he
know it? Ycs; he knows that in some strange way,
up the path of the whirlwind, he will mount the
steeps of heaven. When will this path disclose it.
self? Where will it start? Would it not be well
then to anticipate all this, to spend the intervening
time in seclusion, in meditation, waiting for this
rough stairway that will whirl down from the skies 7
Noj; the path of duty is always the path to heaven,
and the Lord summons him to Beth-el, If the whirl-
wind swoop down upon him while traveling to
Beth-el and sweep him away, Elijah’s God will care
for him,

He will go alone. He tells Elisha to tarry be-
hind. No; Elisha will go. He wants to be with his
master when the big, roaring trumpets of the
whirlwind may sound.

So on they go to Beth-el,

And here come flocking out the sonms of the
prophets, They have something important to tell
Elisha. They take him aside. ‘They whisper in his
ear, Does Elisha know that Elijah is going to
heaven this very day? Yes, he knows it, and he
bids them be silent. 'Will not Elijah wait among

these brethren at Beth-¢l for the coming of *thag
whirlwind ? Noj; the Lord has work for him at Jor-
icho, and the path to Jericho is the path to heaven,
Elisha insists upon going, They hasten across the
country. And there is Jericho nestling among its
green, leafy palms, And there are the Jericho
prophets. They too ask if Elisha may know that
his master is going to heaven this very day, Yes;
and he promptly hushes them.  Would not Jericho
make a good stepping-stone from which to mount
the back of that whirlwind? Noj Elijah has a work
at the banks of the Jordan, and Elisha persistently
follows. They stand by the river, How will they
get over? Will it not do to wait here for that
whirlwind? No; Elijah must go over Jordan that
very day, and how? How did Israel conquer the
swellings of Jordan in the olden times? The two
prophets stand side by side and face those angry
swellings, Elijah removes his mantle, He folds it.
With it he makes a staff, a rod, a wand, Shall he
simply raise it even as Moses lifted his rod by the
murmuringsea? No; Elijah draws back this mantle-
rod and smites the stream. See how the waters run
off? - They hasten this way and that, They retreat
in every direction, and, lo, a broad path to the other
shore! Over Jordan Elijah goes that day, Elisha
follows. The end is near. Its mystery Presses upon
Elijah, That whirlwind may drop any moment.
He asks Elisha what he can do for him. Quick!
Elijah is going! It’s a will he makes, a testament
he fills out, a legacy he is about to bequeath, Shall
it be money, lands, fame ¢ No; only to be like Eli-
jah, a double portion even of Elijal’s spirit resting
upon Elisha. A hard thing to grant, but if Elisha
see him departing, it shall be; and if not, it will
not—and—and—and—look, look, Elisha! Lese
not thine inheritance ! While Elijah is talking, lo,
a great, blinding glare of light, a whir of wheels, &
rush of feet, and there by Elijab’s side is a chariot
offire! Horses of fire too are there | And all in
one little moment ! Elijah isnot only in the chariot,
but he is receding, Look, Elisha, look! Thou wilt
lose that legacy ! Put thy soul into thine eyes and
Jook, look, look! Another moment, and there is
nothing to be seen. Those noiseless wheels are bear-
ing Elijah over unseen roadways to heaven, and by
Jordan’s banks Elisha stands alone,

By Way of Illustration,

Elijah was obscure in his origin, springing prob-
ably from the herdsmen or vine-dressers of Galilee,
His person was held in contempt by the wicked
court, Notwithstanding, he received large revela~
tions, performed stupendous miracles, and at
tired of the world, went up to heaven in a chariot of
fire. How has this story been repeated ? Men have
looked at the trappings of the messenger, not at the
import of the message. Columbus received the
scoffs of the courts of England and Genoa and Port~
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ugal, but he discovered America. Harvey was
hated and ridiculed by physiciuns, but he discov-
ered the circulation of the blood. John Bunyan
was snecred and dubbed * the Bedfordshire tinker,”
but his name to-day is with the shining ones on
the roll of fame, William Carey was called in de-
rision “ the consecrated cobbler,” but he evangelized
India. The fiercest abuse wus heaped on calm-
browed, high-souled John Wesley, but the whole
world to-day has rejoiced in the light kindled by
“ that Methodist.” Our blessed Master was called
a Nazarene, and there was the scorn of a world
couched in the contemptuous word.— W. M. Pun-
shon.

Verse 1. In the twilight of a summer evening, a
pastor called at a home and found seated in the
dooe-way a little boy with both hands extended up-
ward holding a line, ‘What are you doing here,
my little friend "’ inquired the minister, * Flying
my kite, sir.” “Flying yourkite!” exclamed the
minister ; “I cansee no kite,” I know it, sir,”
responded the boy § *“1 cannot see it, but I know it
ig there, for I feel it pull.” 8o does heaven attract
us, if our affections are set upon things above.

Verse 7. There is a power in noble character to
attract men. Lamartine in 1348 introduced a speaker
to the riotous populace with these words: * Listen,
citizens | It is sixty years of a pure life that is about
to address you.” At once the multitude became at-
tentive. Integrity and purity have power.

7erse 11, Two boys were conversing about Eli-
jah’s ascent in the chariot of fire. Said one,
¢ Wouldn’t you be afraid to ride in such a chariot "
“No,” was the reply ; *‘ not if God drove.”

Bishop Hannington, the martyr-bishop of Africa,
wrote this as his last message to his friends in En-
gland, just before he was put to death: **1f this is
the last chapter of my earthly history, the next will
be the first page of the heavenly.”

Golden Text. Rowland Hill tells of a poor man
who said that the way to heaven was short and sim-
ple; in fact, only three steps long—*‘ Out of self,
unto Christ, and into glory.”

A Nittle girl was heard to say to her playmate,
“T've found out the way to heaven.” * Tell me
how to get there,” said the listening child, eagerly.
¢ Just commence going up, and keep on going up
all the time, and you'll get there. But, Johnny,
you mustn’t turn back.”

Teachers’ Meeting.

Time and place....Sketch map; trace journey.
++..8tudy of personalities: 1. Elijah. 2. Elisha.
8 Bons of the prophets....Symbols of lesson:
1. Turning whirlwinds into triumphal chariots,
8. Turning barriers into highways, 8. Virtue of
dlence, 4. Symbol of the mantle,...State briefly

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.
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Elijah's achievements: what his life had really
effected for Israel....New times demand new men,
....Define “ 8ons of prophets.”....8how charac~
ter of Elisha from his request and of Elijah from
Lis answer....To each man was given all he could
take. Elisha’s inheritance was made dependent on
Elisha's vision. * The sons of the prophets steod
to view, but only Elisha saw.”

References.

Freeman, Ver, 8: “Sons of the prophets,”
826....FostEr's CvororEpia. Prose, 750, 789,
11816, 5485-5490, 785, 2968, 2076, 12189-12191 ; Po-
etical, 8402, 3388-3385. Ver, 1: Prose, 4654, 4655,
11168, Vers. 7-11: Poetical, 1052. Ver. 8: Poet~
ical, 8640. Ver. 11: Poetical, 5303 Prose, 1734,
2488, 10435, 11768,

Blackboard.

& THE
TRANSLATION ASCENSION
of ELIJAH. = oF CHRIST.
V- I

N THE

HOL\' SPEP\U

\
oR Al

: HiM.

THAT |oVE

The blackboard brings before the school this
truth : that when Elijah was translated he left with
his followers a double portion of his spirit that the
work of God might be continued by Elisha. The
mantle was that of faith and obedience. When
our Saviour ascended in a chariot of clouds he sent
the Holy Spirit that he might guide and comfort
each disciple of his ever afterward, and that you
and I might receive a portion of his Spirit, and con-
tinue the work he came to do—the salvation of sin-
ners. Let us, each one, be faithful unto death, that
we may receive a crown of life,

FEARED

TRUSTED

OBEYED

HAD POWER WITH

I CAN DO THE SAME.

ELIJAH

Primary and Intermediate.

Lzsson Trovenr,— God's Chariots,
If you can secure a picture of Elijah, pin it to the
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board, and give time for a little familiar talk about
the grand old proplet, Let children recall inci-
dents in his life, and especially encourage them to
put into words their thought of him as a
man,
Tell that now God wanted Elijah in heaven, and
80 lie sent for him to come, Has God sent to your
house for someone ¢ Perhaps father or mother
bas gone ; maybe little brother or sister, Muybe he
will send for you some day soon. We do not know,
but God knows, and he never makes mistakes, If
we try to please God in our lives as Elijah did we
shall not feel atraid when he sends for us,
Make a path with flat erayon, and marks to stand
for two men in the path, One is Elijah, the other
his servant Elisha, They are going from Gilgal to
Beth-el. Elisha wus not willing to leave his dear
master, though Elijuh told him to tarry behind,
He was a faithful servant, and wanted to follow his
master wherever he went. That is the way we
should feel about foll, wing Jesus, our Master,
Make a square for Beth-el, and many marks to
stand for the sons of the prophiets, Who were
these men ¢
Explain that Elijab was not onl
but a great teacher, He tuught muny young men
how to serve God and how to teach others to serve
him too. These young men loved their good friend
and teacher. They seemed to know that he was
about to be taken to heaven, and they wanted to
look at him once more. [Make another square
farther on.] Here is Jericho, Some of Elijah’s

Y a great prophet,

friends and pupils are here, [Make more
merks, ]
Here 18 the river Jordan, [Broaden the path and

make strokes to look like flowing water.] Here are
more sons of the prophets at a litile distance, fifty
of them, watching to see their teacher, How can
these two men get across the wide river? There is
no boat to carry them. God will tuke them across,
Sce; Elijah tukes off his mantle, folds it together,
and strikes the water, It rolls back [the crayon
will help children to sce it], and Elijah and Eiisha
go over on dry ground, They were following God’s
command, 8oit is not strange that he lod them in
the right way, The fifty men who were watching
could seeitall. Do you not think they saw the
power of the great God ?

Tell of the offer Elijah made to Elisha, and
Elisha’s request, Help children to see how wise

but it was

God has chariots now which
he sends to meet his chile
dren. One came to Nelie's
house this morning. Tha
baby was cross, and mamma
was sick, Harry teased the
baby, and would hurt her
dear kitty, When Nellic was
" just ready to ery with vexa~
tion her thought flew to Jesus in a little prayer, and
she waslifted right up into a chariot of patience and
courage which made it casy to soothe baby, to help
and comfort mamma, and to be kind to Harry, No
one saw the chariot, but Nelli¢ rode happily in it
all day,

God has plenty of chariots waiting for us—chariots
of good-will, tenderness, love—all waiting to carry
us into his heaven of peace, even here on earth,
Who will get up into them, and be carried scross
the dark river of self over into the sunlight of
God’s dear love?

GO

\

ME OVER.,

OPTIONAY, HYMNS.
'm but a stranger,

My days are gliding,
How happy every child,
O when shall I sweep,
1 would not live alway,
On Jordan’s stormy,
Shall we gather,

We shall meet,

What a meeting,

Shall we know each other,
Swect by-and-by,

The Lesson Catechism,
[For the entire school.)
1. Who accompanied Elijal ? Elisha.
2¢ Who came out to watch Elijah’s ascension?
The sons of the prophets,
3. How did Elijuh make the waters of the Jor-

don divide! He smote them with his
mantle,

4. What did Elisha ask ?
of his master’s spirit.
5. What appeared while they talked? A chare
iot of fire, and horses of fire,

6. Where was Elijah carried ? Into heaven.

A double portion

Elisha’s choice was. No treasure can be so
great as the gift of the good Spirit! The poorest
man is rich if the Spirit of God bein his heart,
and any one may have this Spirit who wil] really CATECHISM QUESTION,
seek for it. 1f a picture of the chariot can be ; 12 thtblell(udouﬂemonnmonhuevm
secured, show it here, I not, help children to | Yo Peter He gave it thus:
imagine the wonderful rcene, God sent for his [, And Jesus answered and said unto him,
. fuithful servant, We may never know what the ‘:‘th‘h::f ,B,'én.:'l’edn‘r' i
fiery chariot was,

good and safe, und we
afraid,

are sure that Elijah was not

And to Thomas He gave it.—~John xx, 29,
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B. C. 896.] LESSON VIIIL.

ELIJAH’S SUCCESSOR.

[Feb. 22.

GOLDEN TEXT. Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of

hosts.
Authorized Version.

2 Kings 2. 12-22. [Commit to memory verses
12-14.)

12 And E-li'sha saw i¢, and he eried, My father,
my father, the chariot of 1s'ru-cl, unJ the horse-
men thereof! And he saw him no more: and he
took hold of his own clothes, smd rent them in two
pieces.

13 He took up alse the mantle of E-li'jah that
foll from him, and went back, and stood by the
bank of Jor'dan ;

14 And he took the mantle of E-lijah that fell
from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where
48 the Loro God of E-lijah? And when he also
had smitten tie waters, they parted hither and
thither: and E-li'sha went over,

15 And when the sons of the prophets which
wers to view at Jer'i-cho saw him, they said, The
spirit of E-li'jah doth rest on E-li'sha. And they
came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the
ground before him,

16 And they said unto him, Behold now, there
be with thy servants fifty strong men ; let them go,
we pray thee, and seck thy master : lest peradvent-
ure the Spirit of the Lorp hath taken him up, and
cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley.
And he said, Ye shall not send.

17 And when they urged him till he was
ashamed, be said, Send. They sent therefore fifty

moo‘.n; and they sought three days, but found him
n

18 And when they came again to him, (for he
tarried at Jer'i-cho,) he said unto them, Did I not
say unto you, Go not?

19 And the men of the city said vnto E-li'sha.
Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city s
pleasant, as my lord seeth : but the water s naught,
and the ground barren,

20 And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put
salt therein, And they broughs é¢ to him,

21 And he wens forth unto the spring of the
waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus
saith the Lorp, I have healed these waters; there
Th.}i‘ not be from thence any more death or barren
and.

23 8o the waters were healed unto this day, ac-
cording to the saying of E-li'sha which he spake.

Zech, 4. 6.

Revised Version,

12 And E-li'sha saw it, and he eried, My father,
my futher, the chariots of Is'ra-el and the horse-
men thereof!  And he saw him no more: and
he took liold of his own clothes, and rent them

13 in two picces. He took up also the mantle of
E-It'jah that fell from him, und went back, and

14 stood by the bank of Jor'dan. And he took the
mantle ot E-lij.h that fell from him, and smote
the waters, and said, Where is the Lonrp, the
God of E-li%ah i and when he also had smitten
the waters, they were divided hither and thither:

15 and E-li'sha went over. And when the sons of
the prophets which were at Jer'i-cho over
against him saw him, they said, The spirit of
E-1i’juh doth rest on E-li'sha, And they came
to meet him, and bowed themsclves to the

16 ground before him. And they said unto him,
Behold now, there be with thy servants fifty
strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and
seek thy muster: lest peradventure ii.. «irit of
the Lorp hath taken him up, and cas® .am upon
some mountain, or into some valiey. And he

17 said, Ye shall not send. And when they urged
him till he was ashamed, ho said, Send. They
sent therefore fifty men § and they sought three

18 days, but found him not. And they came back
to him, while he tarried at Jer'i-cho ; and he
said unto them, Did I not say unto you, Go

+ not?

19 And the men of the city said unto E-li'sha,
Behold, we pray thee, the situation of this city
is pleasant, as my lord secth: but the water is

20 naught, and the land miscarrieth, And hesaid,
Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein,

21 And they brought it to him. And he went
forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast
salt therein, and said, Thus saith the Lorp,
1 have heuléd these waters; there shall not be
from thence any more death or miscarrying.

22 So the watcrs were healed unto this day, ac-
cording to the word of E-li'sha which he spake.

TIME.—B. C. 806, Following closely the in-
eidents of the lust lesson. PLACES.—The Jor-
dan and Jericho. RULERS.—8ame as before,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The in-
dwelling Spirit,

HOME READINGS,

M. The prophet Elisha. 2 Kings 2, 12-22,

T'u, The prophet’s mantle, 1 Kings 19, 19-21.
W. Miracle of the water. 2 Kings 8. 14-20,
Th. The bitter waters healed. Exod. 15. 23-27.

F. Christ’s ascension, Acts 1. 6-11,
8. Greater works, John 14, 8-14,
8. The Lord is near, Psa. 145, 14-21,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 132, New Canadian Hymnal,
All praise to our redeeming Lord.
No. 138, New Canadian Hymnal.
My hope is built on nothing less,
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No. 141, New Canadian Hymnal.
My Shepherd will supply my need,
DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos, 255, 251, 269,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. A Prophetic Token, v. 12-14,

Why did Elisha call Elijah * father?”

What did he mean by his exclamation about
chariots and horses 1

Why did he rend his clothes ¢

What did the mantle of Elijuh signify to him ?

What did the parting of the waters indicate to
Elisha?

What did it indicate to the sons of the prophets
who watched from afar?

What does it typify to us to-day ?
2. The Prophetic Spirit, v. 15-18,

Why did the sons of the proplets tulk of the
“spirit” of Elijah instead of his mantle ¢

What did they believe had huppened to Elijuh ?

Why did Elisha decline their offer ¢

What incidental advantage may have come from
this three days’ search by fifty men !
3. Prophetic Power, v. 19-22,

What was the matter with Jericho !

What is the meaning of the word * naught” in
this place

What is a cruse ?

Why did Elisha want a new cruse ?

What does alt stand for ¢

Of what is a spring emblematic ?

Why did God work frequent miracles ir ancient
days?

Why is not the same force working to the same
degree to-duy !

Practical Teachings.

‘Wherein does this lesson teach—

1. That leaders are more in demand than fol-
lowers?

2. That character is shaped in its beginnings ¢

Hints for Home Study.

1. Mark the difference in character and calling of
the cluss of prophets represented by Elijah and
Elisha, and the class represented by Isaiuh and
Jeremiah,

2. Make a list of the test miracles of the Bible—
those which, like Elisha’s parting the waters of the
Jordan, were wrought 18 demoustrations of the di-
vine power to strengthen human fuith,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,
1. A Prophetic Token, v. 12-14.
What did Elisha say when Elijah disappeared ?
When and where was Elijah again seen ? (See
Matt. 17, 8.)

What did Elisha do in token of grief?
What did he have that belonged to Elijah ?
What did he do with the mantle ?
What question did he usk ¢
What was the result of smiting the waters ¢
What Christian grace did he show in this act
2. The Prophetic Spirit, v. 15-18,
What did the sons of the prophets say about Eli-
jah ?
. How did they show him honor?
What request did they make about Elijuh ¢
What was Eli<ha's reply ¢
Why did he at length yield to their request?
How long did they search, and with what result
Where did Elisha wait for them?
What did he say to them ?
3. Prophetic Power, v, 19-22,
What did the men of Jericho say about their eity 1
What did Elisha bid them do ?
What use did he make of she sult?
What did he say ¢
What was the result of his acts and words ¢
When before had bitter waters been sweetened ¢
(See Exod. 15, 25.)
How was this miracle wrought?  (Gorpew Texr,)

Teachings of the Lesson,

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. That God answers prayer {

2. That God rewards fidelity in his service ?

3. That God gives power to his servants ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.

How many timex in Bible history were flowing
waters divided so as to form a passage across

By what miracle did the Lord Jesus change the
nature of water ¢

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who saw Elijah carried up to heaven? Elisha.

What became of Elijal’s mantle as it fell from
him? Elisha caught it.

What did he do with it? He smote the
waters of the Jordan with it.

What followed? The waters divided again,

Who saw this? The sons of the prophets,

What did they suy? ¢ The spirit of Elijah
doth rest on Elisha.”

What did they do? They bowed before him,

‘What did they ask him to letthemdo ! Go and
look for Elijah.

What did this show? Their doubt if God
had taken him.

Why was Flisha not willing to have them send ?
He was sure that God had taken Elijah.

What did be finally let them do? Search for
Elijnh.

How long did they look ? For three days,

Of what did the people of Jericho complain i
Of poor water and barren land.
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What did Elishado? He healed the waters.
‘What did he put into them? Salt.
Whose power made the waters sweet?! The
Lord’s power,
Words With Little People.
LITTLE THINGS,

Elijah’s mantle was not a great thing, but it
worked a great work in the hand of faith. A little

salt in a cruse seems a small thing, but the bitter
waters were made sweet by its use, and the barren
land became fruitful.

1t is faith in God's power that brings great good
out of little things,

Whisper Motto.
41 believe in God.”

General Statement.

The vision of the horses and chariots of fire showed plainly to Elisha that his prayer for prophetio
power was granted. In the sudden awe with which he saw his master removed to heaven he rent his
garments apart. Taking up Elijah’s sheep-skin mantle, he tested the divine power with which he now

Ad Imi

t, he, too, smote the waters of Jordan, and

believed himself to be end

ing the elder proph

was | liately

1 by the * «ons of the prophets’ as a divine

again they divided. This miracl
d ion of Elisha’s inh

of Elijuh's spirit. Against Elisha’s will a compuny of these young

men searched the mountains and valleys for Elijah’s body, but they found it not. For a while the new=
Iy commissioned prophet abode in the beautiful but unhealthful city of Jericho. The elders of that town
complained to him of the bad waters, which brought disease and death to all who partook of them. Elisha
called for a new cruse, and, filling it with salt, went forth to the spring of the waters, and, casting the salt

in there, healed them in the name of the Lord.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTEHS.

Verse 12. My father. A title given to the
prophets by the “‘sons of the prophets.” 1t has
been used in all ages and countries for religious
teachers, That Elisha used it with a fuller mean-
ing is shown by his request for the first-born’s
share. Chariot... hor ¢ The ding
army of the nation.” As if one said, at the death
of some great patriot, *There lies our army and
navy.” (1) One strong heart is equal to an army.
Saw him no more, This shows the suddenness
of the translation, The two were walking and
talking together in the gathering gloom of the
storm j there came a sudden burst of wind, a flash
that seemed like a flaming chariot, and the older
man was gone! Rent them in two pieces.
His intensity of feeling was expressed in true
Oriental style. In “rending clothes” they tear
the front of the garment downward from the open-
ing at the waist. (2) J¢ is no sin to mourn if one
e submissive to Providence.

13, 14. Mantle, Probably sheep-skin. Proph-
ets in all nations have worn as an emblem rkins
dressed with the hair on. Smote the waters.
% As if he had seid, Lord God, it wasthy promise
to me by my departed master that if I should see
him in his last passage, a double portion of his
spirit should be upon me, I followed him with
my eyes in that fire and whirlwind § now, therefore,
0 God, make good thy gracious word unto thy
servant ; make this the first proof of the miraculons
power wherewith thou shalt endow me. Let Jor-
dan give the same way to me as it gave to my mas-
ter."—Bishop Hall. He acts just like his ven-
erated master. (8) We must confide in God to
earry us through. (4) We must confide in our own
wmission {f we would be ¢ffective. (5) God never

15«18, Sons of the prophets, These young
men apparently lived together in a sort of monastio
institution,. Saw him. They may not have
fully understood the conditions, but what they saw
convinced them that God was now with Elisha,
Bowed th lves. Recognized him as their
chief. (6) J¢ is a great talent to be able to recognize
a leader. Let them go. They appear to have
thought that Elija\’s corpse might be discovered
somewhere, Cast. * And yet could they think
that God would send such a chariot and horses for
aless voyage than heaven?”—DBishop Hall. Ye
shall not send. They did not understand what
had really occurred; he did. Send. He weak-
ened under their pressure. (7) ‘“ Nothing will
teach some men wit but disappointments.’

19-22. Men of the city. Leading citizens.
The situation. Jericho, near the passage of the
Jordan, was very beautiful in its surroundings;
but, like many a beautiful spot, it was both mala-
rial and troubled by the unhcalthfulness of ita wuter,
Now that a prophet had come in person asa resi-
dent they looked for relicf. (8) ** J¢ is good making
use of a prophet while we have him."— Bishop Hall.
Pleasant. Jericho’s surroundings had been
described (Gen. 18. 10) as ‘‘the garden of the
Lord.” Naught, Nuughty or bad, Itis an old
use of the word, Ground barren. Asa result,
A new cruse. A vessel which would typify by
its purity the miraculous work which was to be
wrought by its contents, Salt, *The noxious
qualities of the water could not be corrected by the
infusion of salt, for supposing the salt was possessed
of such a property, a whole spring could not be
purified by a dishful for & day, much less in all
future time. The pouring in of the salt was a sym-
bolic act with which Elisha accompanied the word
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of the Lord, by which the spring was healed.”—
Keil, The spring still exists, 1t is now called

Ain es Sultan, and the flavor of its waters is
pleasant.

CAMBRIDGE NOTES.

It is very instructive to observe the circumstances
under which the great prophets of Scripture received
their call—to see how the eternal diversity empha~
sizes the unity of the Spirit which comes to them, In
Elisha’s case we find its medium is the intense spir-
itual sympathy between him and his pred . It

(Elijah). There was an old interpretation pre-

served in the Vulgate and one text of the LXX,,

that Elisha smote once without effect, his appeal to

Jehovah bringing the answer, This misinterprets

Elisha’s question, which has no hint of doubt or dis
intment in it,

seems at first strange that out of this beginning
‘should spring a career in every respect so different
from that which inspired it. Dwelling in towns
like an ordinary citizen, honored and consulted by
kings who owed their throne to him, working mira-
cles of simple beneficence, he seemed deliberately to
contrast his own *¢ voice of gentle stillness’’ with the
rugged grandeur of Elijah. At the outset of his
-career he had to vindicate the majesty of Jehovah
against the mockery of young Baal-worshipers, and
we shall see later how he had to call a terrible judg-
ment upon the liar Gehazi, But with these excep-
tions his activity is spent in doing good. The pre-
paratory work of destruction was done, and Elisha
was to follow Elijah even as the stern Baptist was

15. The band of prophets had apparently
watched him from his emerging out of the storme
cloud. Bowed. Though prophets themselves
they recognize instinctively the headship of one who
succeeds Elijah,

16. Fifty. Apparently the same as those in
verse 7 (see note), if we may assume that only a
few of these watchers went to meet Elisha, The
“ Go not” below shows that those he addressed
were among the fifty. Cast him. His dead
body, They knew that Elijah was to be taken
from the earth, but naturally they did not expect
an ascension in the body, They thought the Spirit
of Jehovah had taken him as aforetime into some
louely height or valley, where he died like Moses.

followed by the gentle Son of man, And although
among those born of woman there hath not arisen a
greater than the'first or the second Elijah, yet he
that is but little in the kingdom of heaven has
higher privileges and a more blessed work than they.

Verse 12. Father. For Elisha was now re-
ceiving the due of the first-born son, Chariots,
The words were applied to Elisha himself on his
death-bed by the sorrowing Joash (chap. 13. 14),
Psalm 20.7, suggests the meaning : The man of God,
as such, was more to Israel than all her chariotry,
There may possibly be a hint of the feeling that
horsemen and chariots were essentially an un-Is-
ruelitish institution (comp. Dent. 17. 16 ; Hos. 14.
3, ete.), whose place was more than supplied by
superhuman aid. Saw him no more. The
purpose of the vision being attained. (Comp. Acts 8,
89; Luke 24, 31.) Rent. Going beyond the
usual sign of grief, which did not involve tearing
the garment through. The act with an Oriental
would be perfectly spontaneous.

13. Mantle, It is very unlikely that Elisha wore
it ; to reproduce the characteristics of Elijah was just
what he would avoid. The ascending prophet once
more casts his mantle upon his successor, and this
time in token of the bestowal of what had before
been promised only. Even though it had just been
the instrument of a miracle, it was a thing of earth
which could not share the exaltation of the man who
wore it.

14. The God of Elijah, even he (margin).
This translation is the least unlikely, but has serious
difficulties ; jons and are hope-
Jessly disagreed. Klostermann’s version may be

quoted : “ Where Jehovah is....there also is he

17. Ash d. Comp, Judg. 3. 25, and chap.
8.11. Hedid not like to discountenance so urgent
a petition, though he knew it would be useless,

19. This gracious act for the settlers in a town
with such a history is characteristic of Elisha,
Some of them had been of those who defied the
curse of Joshua, but Elisha ignores this and be-
stows the divine blessing to draw them to
Jehovah’s service. It was his constant policy to
start from an imperfect present toward a purer
future, No unpractical and narrow seruples hin-
dered his large-hearted work, Pleasant, Comp,
Gen. 183, 10, for the fertility of this situation. My
lords Comp. Obadiah’s deference to Elijuh (1
Kings 18. 7). Naught, That is, bad, a common
word in Shakespeare. The spring is apparently
represented as making the herbage noxious, so as
to cause sterility in animals,

20. The miracle is like that of Marah (Exod.
15. 25). We note throughout Elisha's fond for
using visible instruments for his works, such as our
Lord himself sometimes used. The new cruse,
filled with the purifying salt, typified purity, while
at the same time to add salt to bitter water was as
unlikely a cure in itself as to anoint a blind man’s
eyes with clay.

21. One spring still waters the plain of Jericho,
and may well be the same.

22. This day. Probably added by the editor
of the whole book.

The Lesson Council,
Question 4. Who were the sons of the prophets ?
The pupils or disciples of the prophets. It was
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customary for the Hebrew to call his teacher
“father” and his pupil “son” (1 Sam, 10.12; 2
Kings 2.12; Prov. 1. 8,10,15; 2.1; 4. 1), These
titles were especially appropriate in this case, since
the relations between the prophets and their pupils,
a8, for example, between Eiijah and Elisha, were of
the most confidential and intimate character, See
also 18am, 8, Following this custom, and at the
same time explaining it, Paul calls Timothy and
Titus his sons in the faith.—Ross O, Houghton,
D.D., L.H.D.

The students of the prophets were called their
®s0ns,” as teachers are sometimes called fathers,
8o Elisha called Elijah “My father” (2 Kings 2.
12), and was in turn called *father” by the king
(2 Kings 6. 21). The “schools of the prophets,”
in which these *“ sons* were trained, are supposed
to have originated with the prophet Samuel, and
flourished in the times of Samuel, Elijah, and Eli-
sha. These sons were not monastics, Some mar-
ried and had houses of their own (2 Kings 4. 1, 2);
others were not married and dwelled together (2
Kings 6. 1,2). They were under training of the
prophets, and in time becama their assistants and
finally their successors. Such schools were located
at Beth-el, Ramah, Jericho, Gilgal, and probably
other places.—Rev. W. G. Koons,

The sons of the prophets were probably the
young men being trained in the law, in music, and
sacred poetry in the “schools of the prophets.”
Such schools existed at Ramah, afterward at
Beth-el, Gilgal, and Jericho, They were probubly
under the direction of one of the older prophets.
It does not follow that all these young men had
the inspired gift of prophecy; and we know that
some were called to the prophetic office from withe
out the schools.— Rev. B, W. Hutchinson, 4. M.

Institutions for training prophets were first cs-
tablished by Samuel. The senior members gave
instruction, while the pupils were called “sons of
the prophets.” Samuel, Elijah, and Elisha are
mentioned as heads of such organizations, The
gpiritual fathers traveled from place to place to visit
these schools, The pupils lived in common as to
board and dwelling, and remained members after
marrying and leaving the schools, It was the offico
of the prophets to keep vigilant watch over the
eonduct of the nation and of public officers, to bear
testimony against every declension from God and
his law, to proclaim the divine judgments against
the obdurate, to promise when needful deliverance
and blessings, and to write the theocratio history,
—dJohn E. Earp, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.

The Prophet’s Anointing.
1. His Sorrow.
1. And Elisha saw, v. 12,

“If thou see me.” 2 Kings 2. 10,
2. My father....the chariot, v, 1%,
“ Of whom the world was not worthy.” Heb.
11. 38,
8. Took hold....rent them, v, 12,
“ That ye sorrow not,”’ 1 Thess, 4. 13,
II. His INRERITANCE.
1, Zook up....the mantle, v. 18,
* Cast his mantle upon him.” 1 Kings 19, 19.
2. Where is. ... God of Elijah ? v. 14,
“ We trust in the living God.” Psa. 20, 7.
8. They parted,...went over, v, 14,
%80 will I be with thee.” Josh, 3.7,
1I1. His Avrroriry.
L. The spirit....on Eljsha, v. 15.
“The Spirit....rest upon him,” Isa. 11, 2,
2. Bowed....before kim. v. 15,
* Obey them that have the rule.” Heb, 13, 17.
IV, His Farra,
1. Yeshall not send, v, 16.
“ Natural man receiveth not.” 1 Cor. 2. 14,
2, Did Inot say....Go not, v.18,
¢ Spiritual judgeth all things.” 1 Cor, 2.15,
V. His Powkr.
1. Thus saith the Lord. v. 21,
4 Not by might....by my Spirit.”” Zech. 4. ¢
2. The waters were healed, v, 22,
“ A new creature.” 2 Cor, 5. 17+

Thoughts for Young People,
Elisha’s Actions as Object«Lessons,

1. His insight. 'Tomost men of that day Elijale
was simply a shaggy old prophet with a strange gift
of working wonders and a horror of wrong. Elisha
sees deeper, and recognizes in this strange man the
truest earthly defense of Isracl. It had few forts
and fewer chariots and horses, but it needed fow so
long as it had Elijah.

2. The parting of the waters. 1t was of no great
personal advantage to Elisha to re-cross the river
by a miracle, for there was a ford not far off. But
it was of prime importance to test his strength with
God, not as & mere curious experiment, but as an
evidence to himself that his prayers were answered,
and that he had inherited to the full Elijuh’s mirac-
ulous gifts,

8. The spring of the waters. It is at the springs
of life that work must be done for God.  Not salt,,
but God’s power, really healed these waters, and
that might well have been exercised anywhere ; but
Elisha conveyed a delicate lesson by * casting the
salt in there,”

Lesson Word-Picture,
There has been a marvelous manifestation before

Elisha's eyes, a chariot of fire, horses of fire, and
his old master, Elijah, was the central figure in that
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vision, eaught up in an instant and rapidly borne
away | It was done so suddenly. And yet Elisha
knew that Elijah was going to heaven that very
day! When, when do we feel ready to see heaven’s
great gates of pearl falling back and admitting our
beloved? Why, one moment Elisha Is talking
with his master. Another moment, Elisha is alone
and Elijah is in that dazzling chariot, rapidly, noise-
lessly rolling up through the sky! 8o sudden!
Elisha is overwhelmed with breathless awe. He
holds out his hands. He turns heavenward his as-
tonished eyes, He ecries pitifully, * My father, my
father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen there-
of1” How can he live without Elijah! He beats
upon his breast. He rends his robes. He sobs anew,

But look, Elisha, at that mantle fluttering down
through the air!

Elijuh may have purposely dropped it.

O, how entrancing that sight, the very mantle
with which Elijah had smitten Jordan's trembling
waters ! It flutters lower, lower, even asa wing, and
a wing it shall be to bear up in a new hope Elisha’s
sinking heart. He runs to it, eagerly seizes it, clings
to it, and with it in his hands soon stands by Jor-
dan’s rushing stream. Ilow can he cross its turbu-
lence? 8o weak, helpless, alone! But does that
mantle mean nothing ¢

““Where is the Lord God of Elijah " hecries,
as he smites the proud river. And, lo, it yields, it

retreats, it parts, and in triumph the disciple crosses

weary and with empty arms. They ought to have
hunted in heaven,

And now the men of the city have a prayer.
Their water is naught, Their ground is barren,
Elisha asks for a new cruse, e asks for salt. He-
stands by the spring of the waters, He casts in the
salt, Lo, Elijah’s spirit of power is on his successor
and the waters are hecled,

By Way of Illustration.

Elijak’s Mantle, 1t was used by God as a sym-
bol of his power, A few years ago a man left En-
gland and went to America. He was an Englishe
man, but he was naturalized and so became an
American citizen., While taking a tour through
Cuba the civil war broke out there, and he was
arrested by the Spanish government as a spy. He
was tried, found guilty, and ordered to be shot.
The trial was conducted in Spunish, and he knew
nothing of what was said till the verdict was an-
nounced. He sent at once for the American and
English consuls, proving his innocence and claim-
ing protection. They found the man innocent and
pleaded his case before the Spanish general. The
general said, “He has been found guilty by our
law and must die.” There was no cable communi-
cation b the 1s and their governments,
and the case scemed hopeless, The morning ap-

over the bed that his master's feet had so recently
trodden. Elijah is gone, but Elijah’s God stays.
Yes, that mantle is a wing to waft Elisha over
Jordan.

But all this time there have been fifty of the sons
of the prophets watchiug from afar, They saw Elijah
and Elisha cross together the Jordan divided by
Elijah’s mantle, They now r~ee Elisha coming back
alone, the mantle in his hands. They watch every
movement, They see the mantle lifted, waved,
descending on the water, Will it part? They
strain their eyes to catch any sign of the receding
of the water. Yes, yes; it goes back! The spirit
of the old master is on Elisha, and he will be the
new master, They come eagerly to meet him,
They bow before him. They salute him, They
ure ready to acknowledge his power as if he were
a king and that mantle were his scepter.

But the old master? May he not be alive yet?

pointed for tion the man was hrought out and
placed on his coffin, and the Spanish soldiers were
ready to fire, when the American and English con-
suls rode up, The English consul took the British:
flag and wrapped it around the man and the Ameri-
can consul shool out the ““stars and stripes” and
folded it about him, and turning to the Spanish
officers said, * Fire upon those flags if you dare.”
They did not dare, and the prisoner was saved.
The flags were only common bunting, but they
represented the two greatest nations in the world.
8o did Elijah’s mantle represent God's power,

Verse 13, Elisha’s faith accepted at once the
promise that he should receive the double portion
of Elijah’s spirit, and his faith was honored. Ata
convention of Christian workers this question was
asked : *“ Buppose I do receive the baptism of power
and no good results follow, what must I think #”
The question was answered with this incident: A
few years ago a young engineer was being exam-

Would it not be well to search on the lonely t
aing, down in the far-off, secluded valleys? He
may have been dropped there,

That golden chariot hult and drop Elijah this side
of heaven’s gates? Never! Elisha will not send
a searching party. But they ask him again, They
entreat. They urge. “Send!” he says at last.
He will not waste another word on their pluns,
They send. The wild mountains are traversed.
The lonely valleys are visited. They come back

ined for grud , when his examiner proposed
the following question: *Suppose you have a
steam-pump constructed for a ship, and know that
every thing is in perfeet working order, yet when
you throw out the hose it will not draw.
What would you think #”” I should thiuk, sir,
there must be a defect somewhere.” * But the
supposition is that every thing is perfect, and yet
it will not work.” * Then, sir, I should look over
the side to see if the river had run dry.,” 8o the
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answer to the question is, “Supposing such a con-
dition possible, you may g¢xpect that God has van-
ished from the universe,”

Verse 21,  ** Thus saith the Lord.” Early En-
glish history informs us that some blood-thirsty
persecutors were marching on a band of Christians,
The Christians, seeing them approaching, marched
out toward them, shouting, **Hallelujah! Hallelu-
jah!" (Praise Jehovah), The persecutors retreated
before the name of the Lord. Josephus says that
when Alexander the Great approached Jerusalem
on his triumphal march he was met by the Jewish
high-priest, on whose miter was enm\ed the name
Jehovah. Al d 1 by himself and
adored that name, and wun di~armed of his hostile
intent.” There was significance and power in that
name Jehovuh as written by the Jews,

Elisha received power ax it was needed. Spur-
geon says: ‘Do not give me ready money now,
Give me a check-book and let me draw what I need
day by day, This is what God does with the be-
liever., He does mot immediately transfer his in-
heritance to him, but lets him draw what he needs
out of the riches of the fullness in Christ Jesus.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Ascertain time and place, with details of back-
ground....Call out from class information concern-
ing ‘““sons of the prophcts,” Jericho's strange
history up to this date, apparel of prophets,
ete....Review Elishu's previous history....
He was not without preparation for his high
office: 1. His self-sacrificing choice (1 Kings, 19,
16-21). 2. His lowly service (2 Kings 8. 11). 8. His
holy companionship ; he consorted with Elijah for
nearly ten years. 4. His aspiration....A fully
equipped prophet: 1, His prophetic insight. 2,
His prophetic power. 3. His prophetic authority.
4. His prophetic healing....(See “ objest-lessons '
in Thoughts for Younyg People.)

References,

Freeman, Ver, 26: Formal salutation, 836,
Ver. 20: The girdle, 814 ; formal salutations, 767.
... FostER's CyoLorEDIA, Poetical, 1813 ; Prose,
7916, 9192, 9195, 9564. Vers, 11, 12: Poetical,
8368, 8360, 3384, 3385. Vers. 11-14: Poetical,
8383. Ver. 13: Poetical, 654, 655; Prose, 3967,
Ver. 14-17: Poetical, 3380. Ver. 15: Prose, 8372,
Ver. 16: Prose, 12343, 12344, 12347, Ver, 17:
Prose, 1795, 8245,

Primary and Intermediate.
Lesson Tuovenr. Following
Review. Whom did Elisha follow? Call back
‘the lust lesson. Why did Elisha follow Elijah?
What did he ask Elijah to give him? Who will
give the Holy Spirit to us if we ask

Make a prophet’s stuft on the board; by its side
across, Tellofthe crusaders who carried the cross
and conquered by that sign. Tell that this lesson
teaches that we have no power to do good works
only as we bear the cross, wear Jesus's name, and
walk in his steps,

To be taught: 1. What faith did. 2. What un-
belief said. 8. How Christian love heals,

1. Tell the story of Elisha crossing the Jordan on
his return. Now his teacher and friend had gone,
Was he left alone? Noj for God was with him.
He showed his fuith in Elijah’s God by his acts.
When Elijah went away in the chariot his mantle
fell from him, Elisha took it up and struck the
waters of Jordan with it. Was it the mantle that
made the waters roll back? Noj it was the power
of God. Elisha saw the power of God manifested
when he had fuith to follow the holy prophet God
had sent to be his teacher,

Teach that Jesus is the teacher God has sent to
us, If we have faith in him we shall show it in our
acts, Lizzie learned that because Jesus loves us we
should love one another. When @ Wtle girl was
rude and unkind to her she repaid her in love and
kindness, Lizzie showed her fuith 1n Jesus's love
by her acts,

2. Did any one see Elijah go away in the chariot
besides Elishat How many sons of the prophets
stood lo-king on? They could not believe that
God had really taken him away, They thought he
might have been cast upon some mountain or into
some valiey, They lacked that thing which made
it easy for Elisha to understand that God had taken
the prophet. Print  Faith” in large letters, with
lines of light going out from it. , Tell what these
men wanted to do, and how hard they worked to
find Elijub, Teach that unbelief has to work very
hard, and then does not find what it seeks. Faith
walks in a light way ; unbelief goes in the dark.
Which is better ?

8. Print in colored crayons, “ What are Chris-
tians for?” Tell of the little girl who said she
knew Hattie was a Christian, because she played
likeone. The people who knew Elisha saw that his
acts were good ; 8o they believed in him. Tell how
they came to him with the story of bad water and
poor land.  They thought he could do something
to muke it hetter. Teach that God's children ought
to make every thing better around them. Tell what
Elisha did and the result.

Teach the text, “ Ye are the salt of the earth.”
The little children who follow Jesus are salt, and
may do the same kind of healing work that Elisha
did. Love, peace, unselfishness, good-will—all
these are the salt which heals bitter waters,

Little Johnny lived in a home where angry words
were often spoken and unkind deeds often done,
Johnny grew to be quarrelsome too. It was a
sad place to live, and father, mother, and Johnny
were all unhappy. One day God sent a dear baby
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sister to Johnny, She was so little and had a heart
80 full of love that no one could speak harshly when
she was near, She grew to be the salt that healed
the bitter waters of strife in that home, It is love
that heals,

Where can we gct this love? Jesus came to earth
10 bring it. He brought enough for the whole world,
[ B He has enough to heal all the

W il Fo ] 0 ’, troubles in the world, How
1 L’\/‘w shall we get it?
Print * Follow.”” Do as
| Jesus did, Elisha followed
Elijah, and God honored his
faith, If we follow Jesus we
Ll i ) 51l receive the love that will
enable us to heal bitter waters of envy and hatred
and self-love. Who will begin to-day to follow
Jesus?

Blackboard.

T ELISHA, BUT GobD
MEALED THE WATERS:

=

-\

WITH

RENEWED BY GRAGE
MADE FRUITFUL, PURE.

Wuar o Braoksoarp Traonrs—[Repeat the
Golden Text.] It was not Elisha that did the won-
drous things set forth in this lesson, *“ but by my
8piritsaith the Lord!” The heart gets to be like
the spring of water mentioned to-day., It is the
fountain from whence flows good or evil, but
though it be bitter with sin and barren of good,
yet God can heal the waters, and by his grace re-
new a right spirit within it, changing it from bar-
Tenness to good fruits, from bitterness to the sweet-
niess of Christian love, from a wasted life to one of
usefulness, from evil to blessings. Resist not God’s
messengers, Harden not you heart. Christ came
to heal und give life, but unbelief on your part or
ou mine, and his rejection, will cause death, Life
or death rests with each one of us,

OPTIONAL MIYMNS,
The Christian’s hiding-place.
The young Christian,

Happy day.
I neell thee every hour,

+ by wisely directed questions,

If on a quiet sea.

Keep thou my way.

Will Jesus find us watching ?
Child of a King.

My youth is thine,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. What did Elisha receive when his master
was taken to heaven? 'The mantle of Elijah.

2. What did he do with it! He smote the
waters of Jordan,

3. What happened to the waters?
parted hither and thither.

4. From what did the pleasant city of Jericho
suffer! From bad water,

5. What did Elisha do? Cast salt into the
spring.

6. What did God then do?! Healed the
waters, so that they did no more harm.

They

CATECHISM QUESTION. Feb 22
13. How does our Lord teach us His religion?
By His word and by His Spirit.
14. What is His word ?

The Sc;llpt.um of the Old and the New Testa-
F:RE. which are the sacred books of the Christian

— s

Topics for the Young People’s
Prayer-Meeting of the
Epworth League.

Feb. 1. Have I Been Born Again ? John
8. 5-7; Rom. 8.2; 1 Cor. 2. 12.

Feb. 8, Blessed Assurance.
10; Rom, 8,16 Eph. 1. 13, 14,

Feb. 15. For What Were We Created ?
Eph. 2. 105 1.4; 1 Pet. 2. 9.

Feb. 22, Entering into the Work of
Others. John 4. 38; 1 Kings 19, 19-21; 2 Kings
2, 14, 15,

1 John 5.

——————

THE 8. 8. Times tellsof a child-waif who found
her way into a Sunday-school, and asked the super-
intendent, who happened to meet her at the door:
**Is this the way to heaven?” That question is said
to have set the super dent at thinking about
his Sunday-school ; whether or not it were the way
to heaven. A Sunday-school ought to be the way
to heaven; but is it 8o in every case? Both super-
intendent and teacher can set scholars at think
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In Darkest England.—(Continued. )

December number of the Methodist Magazine,
of the methods already adopted, at the food
and shelter depots of the Salvation Army.
During the year 1889, at these depots in London,
were sold 496 tons of provisions, besides 116,-
400 gallons of soup and 14,300 quarts of milk,
at prices within the reach of the very poorest—
such as soup per basin a }d. for a child and 4d.
for an adult, also supper, lodging, breakfast
and a bath for 4d., and if they have not 4d., a
chance to earn it. Many thousands have found
temporary succour, and many of them salvation
as well in these refuges of the Salvation Army.
He instances, as a type, the commander of an
ocean steamship, who was saved from nbjecf

obedience. At the command of the General
the soldier must ﬁo to the slums of London or
of Melbourne, e may leave the Army any
day, but while a member of it he must obey
like a soldier on the field of battle.

The sway of Ignatius Loyola, was never more

absolute than tﬁnt of General Booth. He has
tea thousand officers at his command who will
carry out with enthusiasm his orders. By the
self denial for a single week of these poor
ple, as most of them were, there was raised
ast year $100,000.
The Anglican Church with its thorough

parochial might p

such work, but it could never command the
sympathy and co-operation of the nation as this
body, belonging to none of the churches yet

wretchedness and vice, and in a year re-ap
in the uniform of the steamship commander.

He proposes that a salvage corps shall gather
up the fragments that are wasted in London,
““that nothing be lost.” The old bones he would
convert into knife-handles and bone dust; tue
old rags into paper, of which the Salvation
Army uses for its periodicals over 30 tons a
week ; other animal refuse into soap; old tin
into children’s toys and the like. In lize
manner he purposes to ﬂgntber the human refuse,
waifs and waste and off-scourings of nocietg, and
in rural farms, under wholesome and happy
auspices, seek their moral and physical re-

meration. After suitable training he would

raft them away to homes prepared beyond the
sea, in South Africa, Australia and Canada.

He proposes to utilize the thousands of square
miles that like long ribands line the railways,
For raising market produce, he would establish
an ‘‘employment bureau,” which, in connection
with his farms and factories, would find work
for the great army of the unemployed. He would
have an advice-bureau for giving counsel to the
multitude of the poor, ignorant and friendless—
as for instance the 50,000 poor widows of Eng-
land and Wales. He proposes an organization
to labor under captains of industry, as never
before attempted.

To realize this grand dream he asks for £1,-
000,000 —a mere trifle, he says, compared with
the sums that Britain lavishes whereever
Britons are in need of deliverance if they are
imprisoned abroad—as the £9,000,000, spent in
the Abyssinian campaign; the £21,000,000, in
the Afghan wars, If he receives the sum of half
a million dollars he will consider it a sign from
God, like the dew on Gideon's fleece, that he
is to undertake this work. Already within a
month, half of that sum has been secured, all
classes, from the Prince of Wales to the coster-
monger, contributing thereto-—statesmen like
Mr. Gladstone and the Eirl of Aberdeen, arch-
bishops and bishops of the Anglican Church,
and rep tive lesiastics and laics of
every denomination.

The thorough organization of the Salvation
Army gives it extraordinary facility for such
work. It is the only religious body in the
world based upon the principle of "implicit

commandingu the respect of all.

The time is when the Army could be
made the butt of the cheap wit of the music
halls and of the comic papers.  Archbishops
and statesmen confer with its founder, as to
the solution of social problems which have
hitherto defied the wisdom of the wisest. Who
knows, if in the providence of God, the Salva-
tion Army has not been raised for the social
and moral regeneration of the people? if General
Booth has not ‘‘gone into themgdom for such
a time as this?”

Outside of the United Kingdom the Army
exists in a more vigorous operation in Canada,
than in any other country. Its thirty-six
periodicals, in many different 1 es have a
circulation of 33,000,000. It holds nearly 50,-
000 religious meetings every week. It has ac-
cumulated nearly $4,000,000 worth of property ;
its pays for rentals over $1,000, a year,
and it has an income of very nearly $4,000,000
a year. Twenty-five years ago its founder was
a humble Methodist preacher, who, but for the
lack of flexibility unf comprehensiveness of the
Methodism of the day, might possibly have
achieved these great results for that Church.
However much we may dislike some of the
methods of the Army, we cannot but magnify
the grace of God in the glorious results it has
accomplished.

From some of its methods we strongly dissent;
but these are the accident not the essence of its
organization. If General Booth succeeds, ae
we believe he will succeed, in his great scheme
for the elevation of the masses, he will prove
one of the greatest benefactors of his kind who
ever lived. We again commend this book to
candid and careful study.

Although the firsi American edition of 5,000
copies was exhausted on the day of publication,
the enterprising Book Steward of the Methodist
Church obtained a large supply of the author’s.
edition for the Canadian market.

——————

Tar dear Lord’s best interpreters
Are humble human souls;
The Gospel of a life like hers
Is more than books or scrolls,— Whittier.




ADVERTISEMENT 5.

Lduustion
HORSFORD'S AC\D P\\OSP\'\I\TE.

Prepared according to the directions of Prof. E. N. HORSFORD.

Every fibre of the human body contains the phosphates. They are the vital
elements of every tissue, and are essensial to the maintenance and promotion of
sound bodily health.

These phosphates are consumed with every effort, and if the waste is not sup-
plied exhaustion will follow.

Horsford’s Acid Phosphate supplies these phosphates, and thereby relieves
exhaustion and increases the capacity for labor.

Dr. A. N. Krout, Van Wert, O,, says:
“ Decidedly beneficial in nervous exhaustion.”
Descriptive pamphlet free on application to

L4 L2

Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. L
BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

CAUTION.—Be sure the word “Horsford’s” is printed on the label. All others are spurious
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the germs of disease, and removing all impurities from the body. Diseases are successfully treaf
by correspondence, as our goods can be applied at home,

A sure cure for Dysp Catarrh, Varicocele, Lame Back, Catarrhal Deafness, Diseases of the
Eye and Lungs, Asthma, Rh i Sciatica, Lumb: Gout, Neuralgia, Indigestion, Kidney and
ver Complaints, Paralysis, Spinal Disease, and all Diseases of the Muscular an Nervous 8y stems,
Any Belt requiring Vinegar or Acid will Burn the 8kin. Al Electric Belt Com«
panies in Canada use Vinegar or Acids in their Appliances excepting
ny.

this Compa
CATARRH IMPOSSIBLE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ACTINA.
BUTTERFLY BELT AND SUSPENSORY ONLY $7.00,

W.T. BAER & Co., 171 QUEEN St. WEST, TORONTO

Write for Book, Health Journal and Testi Free, and ion this paper.

Ilunw'nh.uhﬂh' concerning anything advertised in Magasine, oblge
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THE OXFORD BIBLE FOR TEACHERS

Is now issued in Twelve Sizes, with the Text arranged in each so as to
correspond page for page with all the others.

It contains Helps to the Study of the Bible,

to time b{ Dr.

4:0

8. The
RoLLestov, WEsTWo0D, LAWSON
departments.

Seven Sizes are printed on best Rag-made

1.00 to $15.00.

which have been carefully revised from time

Sruses, Bishop of Chester, ArouDEACON PALMER, DR. ANGUS, and other
information was prepared under the supervision of PROF7880RS
and EARLE, names of the highest authority in their scveral

Printing paper, and vary in price from

Five Sizes are printed on thin opaque INDIA PAPER, and are EXTREMELY LIGHT AND THIN.
They vary in weight from 12} ounces to 22 ounces, and in price from $2.50 to $16.00, and do

not exceed an inch in thickness,

Four Sizes are also issued interleaved throughount with writing paper for MS. notes.

A handsome Quarto Edition, in Pica type,
in various bindings, from $5.25 up ards,

has been prepared for family use, and is issued

The Helps to the Study of the Bible are published separately, in small type, at 30 cents,

and in large type, at $1.00.

The “d N:ETHODISJ I:Eo(iol:igin":—“m- lml‘tll‘il;bl‘
and incom; e e most wonderful est,
Doth in comps and eso of Bibiioal
information, piled by the best scholarship of the
age, that has been offered to the general reader,”

The ‘“WESLEYAN METHODIST MAGAZINE":—
* To Ministers, Local Preachers, and Teachers, it is
simply invaluable. Nothing is wanting to the com-
pletenesa of the volume,”

The ' TIMES ": - *“The whole has been done withadmir-
able completeness,”

The “ DAILY NEWS ":ﬂ-';l!'ohr completeness and porta-

The Rev. Robert N. Young, D.D., of Headingley
College, Leeds :—'‘ As a manual of Biblical infor-
mation and an auxiliary of Biblical study, it is un-
rivalled. It is as exhaustive as it is

omitted, and in no instance, 8o far as I can e, has
thoroughness or accuracy been sacrificed the
necessities of condensation.”

The Rev. F. Greeves, D.D., Southlands Trainin,
College :—** As rﬂm and complete a series of
Helps to the 8 udy ,?1 the Bible as could well be

ived or

bility it could not

the student with all that is needful for a scholarly
mastery of the Text.”

The *'CHRISTIAN WORLD ":—* The most complete
Bible yet published.”

The " PALL MALL GAZETTE "—* Every Bible student
knows it to be the best collection of Biblical infor-

The Late Rev. Gervase 8mith, D.D.:—* It would be
impossible to suggest a more beautiful, useful, or
seasonable gift for any who are en, in Sunday-

school work, or other students of Holy Writ.”

The Rev. James Comper Gray:—* After » most
ti am t the i

mation ever brought together in 8o small a o

The Rev. G. Osborn, D.D. :—* A book which comes as
near perfection as can y P ; has
surpassed all competitors.”

The Rev. O. Garrett :—* The highest wishes of Biblical
students are here exceeded, not a want is unmet.”
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, M.A.:—“I have used

book for years, and can only Join lnj'.he unlnﬁ

orus of p n
high merits, and commending it to all.”

ent o

oo et el e, e

oo 3 AN 100, of & P

to the Teacher's needs.”

The Rev. James H. Rigg, D.D.:—*1 have found it re-
markably concise and full ; it seems to form, in fact,
a couPLETE library of Bible lore in itsell. The
Natural History, so thomxm and in such small com-
pass, will very greatly ass
and the historical deserve very high praise.
I congratulate you heartily on having provided a
book which promises to be of so much value.”

THE SALE ALREADY EXCEEDS 1,000,000 COPIES,
London : HENRY FROWDE, Oxford Universit;

11-6

and at Toronto : WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29 to 33 Richmond Street West.

Press Warehouse,
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Cruden’s Concordance.
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A TOILET LUXURY.

Ayer's Hair Vigor is the most cleanly of all preparations for toilet use. It is
# delightful dressing for the hair, arrests the tendency to baldness, is agreeably

rfumed, and is an effective remedy for all diseases of the hair or scalp,  Mrs.
. N. Parks, Clio, Mich., writes: *“Qne bottle of Ayer's Hair Vigor has entirely
restored my hair to its natural color, and given it a beautiful, soft, silky appear-
ance. I am fifty-seven years of age d was quite gry By the use of that one
bottle of Ayer’s Hair Vigor, the original color was perfectly restored, and T now
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beauty of her hair, should use this incomparable remedy. Mrs. O. O. Prescott, 18
Elm st., Charlestown, Mass.. writes: *“Two years ago about two-thirds of my hair
came off. It thinned rapidly, and I was fast growing buld. On using Ayer's Hair
Vigor, the falling stopped, a new growth commenced, and in about u month my
head was completely covered with short hair. My hair has continued to grow, and is
now as ample as before it fell.” W. W. Wilkins, Windsor, TIl., says that erysipelas
in the head left his sealp us bald as an infant’s. The use of less than a bottle of Ayer's
Hair Vigor produced a fine growth of new hair, of the original color.
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