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ALFABETIC STUDIZ.

V—Dir~rongs (continued.)

‘I he first -lement of this difthong has
becn variusly represented. So far as
my observation goes, it is identicai,
however pronounced, with the first el.
ement of I. In both, the first element,
in my own pronunciation, difers acord-
ing to the sound that folows, When
the difthong precedes a voiceles con
sonant, the first element is the vowel
in up, but, son; when the difthong ends
a word or is folowd by a voiced conso-
nant, the first element is vowel in alms
Satner. Thus, out. couch, soutkh, house
hav u as in up; loud, youge, Lowther,
houses, owl. noun, our, how hav a &s in
Juather.  So, ripe, right, 1ighteous, like,
knife, ice, havu in up, jibe, ride, Elijah,
lenives, writhe, cyes, also isle. rhyme, ire,
nine, why, I, ay hav a in father.

1 do not find this distinction recog-
niced in any author. tho it coresponds
closely with clasification by Prof. Greg-
ory, Edinburg, cited in Ellis’ Erly Eng.
Pronunciation, Part 1., page 108.

Ellis, certain) - the greatest author-
ity on Eog. pronunciation, says: “The
first element of long I, as I speak it,
seems to be the vowel in but.” He givs
views of many others, among which
notice the folowing only:

Benjamin Franklin, the vowel in bul,
Wilkins, o ¢
Willis and Smart. “ Airst,
Sheridan and Knowles, “ what,
¢ ¢ Ger. mann,

Haldimand,
Fr. matelas,

Walker and Melvil B- ™ Sather,
Melvil Bell, .naccented ask,
Many Londoners, vowel in man, sat.

Ellis ads: “Now this being a personal

pronoun, it is herd evry day constantly,

But after competent orthoepists hav
carefuly examind it they ar unable to -
agree as to its analysis. Une reason is
diference of pronunciation,but another
apears to be that the first element is
pronounced with extreme brevity so
that in British speech it is insuficiently
herd as distinct trom thefolowing glide.

. « + . The preceding discusion wil
aply to first element of present pro-
nunciation of vw in nvw, cow.” Butin
his more minute discusion of the same
difthong in Part V. p 1153, he says:
©As to the first element, it is subject
to at least all the variations of that of
long I but. owing to the labial final,
the tendency to labialize the first elem-
ent 1s more murkt.”

The avuv argument, evry word of
which my own observation corgborates,
is what induces me to urge adoption of
a singl sign for each difthong.

As to pronunciation in America. it
apears to me to be uzualy the vowel in
father in all words, The New England
variety however apears to be that in at
or mun nasalized. The first elements
of I and ou seem the same, tho ther
may be a slight efect produced in oz
by the folowing u.

Montreal, 25 Feb. '86. M.

1t betr acords with our last study.
p. 45 o speak of positions for, insted
of elements of, a difthong. The posi-
tions ar those asumed by the oral vocal
aparatus

In throwing open M's points to our
readere, we remark

1. OpTiONAL SINGL SiGNS SHUD RE PRO-
vIDED FOR I, ou and oi. Shud Gholson's
contention (p. 45) be sustaind that oi
is composed of two separat sounds and

80 is not difthongsl, it shud be except
ed., If preferd by an individual or by
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a nation two letrs may be uzed for a
ditthongal sound or glide. Germ:n
Reform uzes ai for I, and an for ow --
very natural as they ar represented in
curent Ger. by ¢i and au respectivly. |

2. Tue CENTR oF (xRAVI'Y OF ENGLISH
1s 1y AMericy  We hav heve 55 or 60
milions speaking it and wil bav 100 m.
by 1900 and 200 m. by 1950. G. Britan
and Ireland hav 27 milions no room for
more, stavving now. Of the 27m . the
greater bulk of Scotland [reland and
Wales must be counted out as being
marktly dialectic. Mo-t parts of Eng.
speak dialects marktand anything but
eufonic. We ar told that of Londonis
spoken English. But Cokny dialect is
as thik and all pervading there as the
London fog. Even the educated hav
more or les of it—like the fog the mud
and drizl, it is evrywhere. In America,
altho ther ar peculiaritis of speech we
hav but one markt dialect that of the
negro of suthern States. Leaving out
this and tones calld Americanisms. we
hav speech comparativly homogeneus
and this is to be studid insted of het-
erogeneus British dinlects. We canot
resist the belief that Ellis and other
opinions wer born of the latr and they
hav misled . The diference between
most model British speech or such as
is not plainly local or dialectic and this
homogeneus American speech is not
wide— not wide enuf at any rate to
prove a stumbling blok.

Mr J. G. Gholson of Broughton, Ill..
rites, us to quotation from him on p. 45,
that he holds ihat the initial and fi-
nal positicns of difthong in owlar ex-
actly pictured in the comon represent
ation ow, that is 0 in ox and u in rule.”
He holds too, however. that the vowel
in ox has the same quality as that in
art— a heresy we once held but volun
tarily abjured. It is untenabl.

Mr M. L. Rous rites trom Toronto
that vowel in pare is difthongal. its el.
ements (?) being e¢as in Ben and u as
in bun, not « and v obscure as inferd
from his psmilet referd to on p. 47.

Bory & Bun.--Mr Rous.awplifies our
statement p. 47. He holds that voywel
in burais equivalent to ¢ in Fr. de and,
final e in Ger. /fiebe; thatin bun, to, e-of
final sylabl of German liebes. =~ .,

A TWELV-VOWEL ALFABET.

(E. Jones in Jur. dm. Orthocpy.)

I entirvely agree with editor of Fo-
verio Herarp that 12 vowels ar enuf
for all practieal popular purposes and
that 4 aditional vowels in 4m.SR A.
alfabet ar not necesary. seeming intro.
duct with sole obje~t of meeting an
arbitrary and fanciful method of pair.
ing vowel sounds. Dr Hamilton truly
says “the 12 sounds indicated ar com-
only believd to need alfabetic repres-~
entation. Pitman. Graham, Vickroy,
E Longly Larison. Pikard - to which
ad Ellis and Eng.S.!”.A.—for the most
part agree that these specified sounds,
no more, o les, need separat signs.”

Mr Pitman complains. not without
reason, that evrybody wants his own
scheme. But it must be rememberd
thut as result of discusion carid on the
past few years, Pitman’s own views ar
considerably modified. [t is probabl
that the last word on the best scheme
of reformd speling wil not be spoken
for some time to come. It is gratifying
however to thcse who hav taken a life
interest in this movement to notice a
very perceptibl asimilation of views on
the question, a drawing together of o-
pinion,a droping of this and of that
crochet. Unanimity on all points is not
expected. If a-recognized central au-
thority wer apointed to hear pro s and
cons on evry point of diference, with
power to determin, it wud be an ad-
vantage. Until such tribunal is set up
ther is nothing fov it but to go on dis-
cusing and experimenting as best we
can, becaus ther is no dictator in the
republic of letrs. :

FRANCE.~ . Prof. Paul Passy rites
from Neuilly sur-Seine: **I hav no dout
atall that three years hence the fonetic
wil be the comon method of teaching
English in France.” We ar not so san-
guin of even free America. Wil 1900
see it prevalent here? Thruout nearly
all Europe except Britan they hav a
decimal system of weights mesures
and money. We hav decimal curency
but they ar ahed of us otherwise. We
shal not be surprised if' they get ahed
of usin teaching modern languages.
even our own, unlesour fosil drybones
wake up and bestiy themselys.

1
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Mrs E.B. Burnz rites trom New York-
“Rules A and B ar exelent, concise eas
ily rememberd and devoid of rigidity,
which [ deem a very important feature.
The rigidity of the 24 Joint Rules and
consequent thq't requisit toaply them
is my objection to them. . . I wud be
glad if yu wua uze markt 7 (1) to dis.
tinguish the vowel in put from that in
bul. Yur preference for Roman values
wil caus yu to demur probably. ‘Iruly
[ am delighted with yur work in its
present direction and with yu think we
shud bava jurnal devoted to Revision
of Speling apart from the shorthand
magazines and coming ofner than the
buletins of S R.A  Yur Dec. number
embodis and recomends principls that
Lurged on 8.R.A. at its inception, and
hav been urging ever since.” [We hav
receivd like favorabl opinions from
several quarters. Shal Rules A and B
be adopled? Speak now or ever after
hold yur peace. This is the first time
of asking.~ Ebp.]

RULES A & B vs. 24 Jomt Rutes, —It

. Is interesting to compare orthografy as
givn by folowing 4 end B with that by

the 24 of p.3L. Oportunity is giva by

. examining 1’s letr. Result: diference
“in two words only—above (abuv) and

usualy (uzualy). 4 and Bdo notinclude
6th, 13th and latr haf of 20th. They
go beyond the 24 in some respects es
pecialy folowing a sound principl stated
by Archbishop Trench: ~‘The intention
of the ritn word, the end whereto it is
a mean, is by aid of signs agreed on
betorehand to represent to the eye as
acuratly as posibl the spoken word.”
Let us restate them:—
A, OMIT evry useles letr.
B. CHANGE g a, ph, gh

if soundedso } to ¢, 7, M

TWO QUESTIONS now pres most
urgently for ansr: 1. What vowels shal
hav alfabetic representation? 2. Which
five shal hav a ¢ ¢ 0 © asignd to them?
To thefirst we hav helpt contribute an:
ansr. The ansr to the second is coming
and from widely diferent quarters of
the world. Let us posés our souls in
peace—*‘the mil of the gods grinds
slowly” but it is exceeding sure.

HeraLp for I885,bound, postpaid 25 c.

TCELAND has a language almost
unchanged for over a thousand years.
It was establisht as a kingdom in 874,
Its isolated position has preservd its
language which is that comon tung of
the 8th to the 10th century from which
the Scandinavian tungs, Danish, Swe.
dish or Norwegian hav sprung, while
Icelandic 1s almost its eontinnation to
our day. Danish incursions into Eng.
tand, Scotland and Ireland ar matr of
history and hav left an impres on our
tung of much interest. In [celandie,
we hear almost the very tones the in~-
vaders spoke. Icelandic is aproximatly
fonetic in its printed representation, as
all tungs wer originaly in tkeir ritn
forms. In cours of time {celandic has
drifted a litl fromr the corhparativly
fonetic. English has drifted veny much
more. In Jeeland ther is & movement
to correct this gradual deviation, and
aproximate the fonetic more closely.

Ortaonox  Spering.—Our Moatreal
corresponttent “preferd that his com-
Jmication be put'in orthodox speling.”
That 's just what we 'v donel Curent
Speling as revisea by leading filologic
scolars of the English speaking world
workirg concurently and conjointly to
that end is the most orthodox speling
that we no of. Such Revised Speling
is got by folowing 24 Rules givn p.31.
How thaese rules wer reacht we alredy
explnind p. 2f ef seg. We cud not think
of treating M soshabily and maring the
consistency of our pages by uzing the
curent speling with all its etymologic
erors, pedantic mistakesaund outrageus
inconsistencis. :

A, AN, THE.—Infoneticspecimens
in Videt as wel as in most papers ad-
vocating the.reform ‘a’ is uzed for the
indefinit articl in same form and sound
as in ‘an’, proper,for » is enly contrac-
tion for an by droping », and.shud hav
same sound as inan. & (as in ale) is
régarded as improper for thé litl word
[as is also-a.] ‘The’ is also made short
by authority of Webster to giv a vowel -
between 7 in thisand % in thus which
ig ¢'in then. As both these articls when
pronounce$ with emfasis ar utrd with
@ and p they may yet on determination
criticaly be so speld uniformly.— Videt,
Valparaiso, Ind. -



NEW PUBLICATION.

Tue CoMPLETE FONETI.' ALFABET, where-
in by use of five obscure vowels the
accent and pronunciation may al-
ways be non. A.l.Graham, publish.
er, 744 Bway, N. Y, Price 35 cents.

This pamflet of 36 pages is comonly
credited to Mr Edwin Coombs, Wash
ington. D.C. We wish we cud exclaim
Eureka of it.  Providing for over fifty
distinctions of sound . we mean discrim
inating divisions of sounds — ther being
not many over 30 sounds) is too many
for practical popular purpos, aitho of
use perhupsin a dictionary. A diction
ary alfabet must be an extension of a
popular onle and so must be invented
after setlment on the latr. As obscure
vowels ar much considerd, this givs the
pamflet special value as a contribution
to literature of a vext subject. ‘Qb-
scure’ apears used in Worcester's sens
—very sweeping as alredy complaind.
Actual count of the vowels in over 11
pages of V. A.Review was made by the
author. Of 5922 vowels. 3492 ar put
down obscure and 2430 as fixt - 59 and
41 per cent. We hav reuson to expect
that a very large part of those deemd
obscure wil hav their quality deter.
mind redily enuf, & smalfer part wil be
found to lak quality altogether or to be
mere toneles breth --a washer between
the wheel and axl of two other sounds
—while a stil smaller part must remain
doutful until qualitis ar determind by
critical comparison. This must be wel
acomplisht ere the last has been said
as toan alfabet. We largely endors the
folowing from the Washington Cronicl:

« His object has been to furnish & means
by which evry elementary sound in our lan-
guage might be represented—a complete fo-
netic alfebet. That he has succeeded in pre-
senting it in precisely the best form, he does
not flatr himself, but he may justly claim
to hav done excelent work in that direotion,
If wo regard his alfabet as designd for actual
use, wo incline to_think that he baserd on
the side of redundancy, making “‘nnecesary
or even non-existent distinctions,as between
0 in wave and, w in worthy, or vocalized s in
wisdom and z in zero; but as an alfabet for the
consideration of filologists, orthografists, and
orthoepists, it is not opexi to seriug objeotion,
One peculiarity is that it contains separat
caracters, not only for the elementary sounds
and for such difthongs as o1 and ou, but also
for frequently ocuring combinations, as ir in
arksome, gu in language and ia in civilian.
As one caraoter of this olas he retains x—the
equivalent of ks—and he uses ¢ asequivalent

of kw (or 1) speling the word quest, for ox-
ample, qcet, This use of singl caracters for
frequenily ocuring composit sourds wud
materialy abreviate the labor of ri ing and
on that ground at least ther is much to be
said in its favor, while the labor of lerning
the aditional caracters wud be very slight.
A feature on which he lays especial stres is
the recognition of the obsoure sounds of the
vowels. Mot funeticians hav faild to recox-
nize any distinction betweon @ in the last
sylabl of guidance or serpants and a in the
first 8ylabl of action or kazard, treating each
simply as a short. Mr. Coombs troats the
latr as a fixt and definit sound and the former
as a variabl and indefinit one, contending
that in the unaccented sylabls the vowel is
ofn variusly pronounct in the same word,
acording to the ocontext. the mood_ of the
speaker and the vate of sp ech. He pro-
ruses. then. to fix those vowel sounds which
ar fixabl representing oach invariably by the
same sign and ataching to each sign in-
variably the same sound; butin adition to
these he wud use for each of our five vowe's
one sign more and alow that to stand for any
sound which is comoniy atacht to that vowel
and which canot be acuratly represented by
any one Jf the definit vowel signs. One thing
which deservs mention is the simpheity of
the new script forms and the care taken that
diacritical marxas shal fall on the letrs most
rarely used, matr of very great importance in
practice when an alfabet comes to be used in
riting. Mr, Coombs’ book givs evidence of
care and laborius atention to detail, which
Lapily suplement the ripe scolarsnip and
thoro famuliarity with fonetis principls mani-
fested in its pages. It is not too much to say
that «The Complete Fonetic Alfabet” is a
work which no one interested in the correot
representation ot English speech can aford
to neglect reading.”

ONTARIO.—Atb a recent meeting
of University of Toronto Senat. ruling
the provincial university., Mr Houston
gave notice of motion that foneticspel-
ing be receivd at examinations. Rev-
ised Speling wud hav betr chance to be
alowd. It wil be discust next meeting.

U. S.—A congresman has introdust
a bil apropriating $50 000 to enable a
Chicago jurnalist to promulgate and
propagatea system of speling by sound.
We supose the bil wil be kild, It waud
be money much betr spent than most
that congres apropriates if ten or one
hundred times $50,000 wer spent soas
to abolish the existing want of system
and put & sound system in its place.—
Mirror & American, Manchester, N, H.

The FON@T1C HORALD iz publ'sht
monthly (ecsept July and Aug.) [t iz devoted
tu PRONUNCIATION, and tu explaining and ex-
emplifying the simplicity and practicatility
ov amending our ORTHOGRAFY, S0 az tu spol by
gound insted ov by memory. 25 cents a yoar.



