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ALFABETIO STUDIZ.

V-DF-,,oNGs (continued>)

I lie firstlement ef thîs difthong hs
been variusly represented. So far as
my observation goes, it is idJentica»,
howvever pronounced, with the first el-
ement of 1. ln both. the flrst element,
in my own pronunciation, difers acord-
ing te Vhe sound that folows. When
the dlifthong precedles a voiceles con
sonant, the finit element is the vowel
in ap, bat, soni when the difthong ends
a word or is folowd by a voiced conso-
nant, the flrst element is vowel iii airas
j41lier-. Thus, out. couch, south, heuse
hav ii as in Up; loud, gouge, Lowther,
lieuses, owl. floun, our, how hav a as in
fatici. Se, ripe, right, iigkteous, like,
kitife, ice, hav u in up, jibe, ride, E1J'ý
kaives, writhe, cyes, aise isie. 'rhyme, ire,
ninie, wIiy, I, ay hav a infalier.

I do iîot find this distinction recog-
nized in any author. tho it coresponds
clobeIy with clasification by Prof. Greg-
ory, Edinburg, cited in Ellis' Erly Eng.
Pronunciation, Part I., page 108.

Ellis, certain- 'the greatest author-
ity on Eng. pronuniciation, says: -The
first element of long , as I speak it,
seems Vo be the vowel in but.)* He givs;
vieivs of many others, among which I
notice ths folowing only:
Benjamin Franklin, Vhe vewel ini but,
Wilkins, i.

WiI lis and Smart. " first,
Sheridan and Knowles, " wkhat.

ilaldmandGer. mann,Haldmand Fr.matelas,
Walksr andMelvil B. - fat her,
Melvil Bell, *naccented ask,
Many Londeners, vowel in man», sat.

Ellis ads: "INow this being a personal
pronoun, it is herd evry day constantlv'.

But after cornpetent orthoepists hav
carefuly examind it they ar unable to
agree as tû its analysis. One reason is
diference of pronunciation, but another
apears te be that the first element is
pronounced with extreme brevity se
that in British speech it is insuficiently
herd as -li6tinot f rom the folowing glide.

... The preceding discusion wii
apiy Vo first element of present pro.
nunciation of ow in noiv, cow.' But in
lis more minute discuiion or the saine
ditthong in Part IV. p 1153, he says:
'-As Vo the finst element, it is subjeet
Vo at least ail the variations of that of
long ; but. owing Vo the labial final,
the tendency to labialize the first elema-
ent is more markt."1

The aouv argument, evry word of
which my own observation coroborates,
is. what induces me Vo urge adoption of
a singi sign for each difthong.

As to pronunciation in America. it
apears te me to be uzualy the vowel in
falher in ail words. The New England
variety hewever apears Vo be that in at
or man nasalized. The first elements
of I and ou seem the same, Vho ther
may be a slight efeet produced in ou
by the' folowing u

Montreal, 25 Feb. '86. M.

It betr acords with our last study.
p. 45 te speak of posilionsfor. insted
of clemntus (f, a difthong. The posi-
tions ar those asurned by the oral vocal
aparatus

In Vhrowing open X's points Vo our
readere, we remark

1. OPTIONAL SINGL SIGNS SHUD nrE met-
VIDED FOR I, ou and oi. Shud Gholson*s
contention (p. 45) be sustaind that oi
ia composed of two separaV sounds and
s o is noV difthongai, iV shud be except
ed. If preferd by an individual or by



a nation two letrs may be uzed foi' a.
ditthongal souînd or glide. ()'et-m:,n

J'f'nuzes di for 1, and aut f'or oit --
very natural as tlîey ar i'epresented in
curent G;er. by ei and ait respectivly.-

2. TIIE CsNTR OF (jrIAVi'Y 0F ENZOLIS1
is vz Ausrnici We hiav liere 55 or 60
mitions spe.aking il, and wvil hav 100 rn.
by 1900 nind 200 mi. by 1950. U. Britan
anmd Ire La nd hav 27 ruilions no roomt for
mor'-. îstarving nowv. 0f the 27 m . t-le
gî'eater hulik or Scotland Ireland and
Wales must be counted out as being
mai'ktly dialeetic. Mo-t parts of Eng.
spéak dialects ruarkt-and anything but
eufonic. %Ve ar to[d that of London is
spoken English. But Cokny dialect is
as tik and all perv'ading there as the
London tbg. E ven the educated hav
more or les of it-like the fog the mud
and drizl. it js evrywhei e. In America.
aitho ther ar peculiaritis of speech we
hav but one markt dialect that of the
negro of' suthern States. Leaving out
this and tones calld Americanisins. we
hav speech comparativly homogeneus
and t-bis is to be st-udid insted of het-
eî-ogeneus Br'itish di:ilects. We canot
resist the belief that Elis' a'nd othe.r
opinions wer boîn of the latr and they
hav misled 2>1. The difereuce betiveen
niost' niodel British speech or such as
is not plainly local or dialectic and this
homnogeneus, American speech is not
wicle- not wvide enuf at any rate t-o
prove a stumbling blok.

Mr J. G. Gholson of Broughton, Ill..
rites, as t-o quotation fron im on p. 45;
t-bat lie holds -,bat the initial and fi-
nal positions of difthong in ozvl ar ex-
actly pictured in thbe comnon represent
ation ou, t-bat is o in ox and it in ride."
Rie holds too, bowever. t-bat the *vowel
in ox has the sarne quality as t-bat in
art- a heresy we once beld but volun
tarily abjured. Jt is untenabl.

Mr M. L. Rlous rites from Toronto
t-bat vowel in pare is diftboniral. its el.
ements (?) being e as in Beit and it as
in biii, not n: a.nd u obscure as infeî-d
froni bis pamlei. î'efi-rd to on p. 47.

Buax à BuN.--Mr Rousamiplifiesour
statemnt p. 417. Be bolds that vowel
in bura is equivalent to e in Fr. de aiid.
final e in Ger. liebe; that in biail t-Q e-q
&ial sylabi of Gernian liebe.

A 'rWEiV-vowriL ALF'ABET.
(P". Joncs ini Ju. . roepy.)

1 entirely agree %vith editor of rio-
NQTIO R-eRA.D that 12 vowels ar enuf

obr ail practical popular purposes and
that 4 aditional vowels in -%i. 8 R A.
altabet ni- not necep.ary. seerning in tro.
duct witli sole obje-'t of mP-eting an
arbitrary and f-.ncif'ul me-thod of pair.
ing vovel sounids. Dr H-a milton truly
says -the Il-, sounds indiecated ai' com.-
only believd to iîeed aleibetic rP-pros-
entation. Pitrnian. (-iraham, Vickrroy,
E Longly Latrison. Pikaî'd - to which
ad Ellîs and Eng.S. ". A.-for the most
part agree that these specified sounds,
no more, n~o les. need separat in"

k1r Pitmnan corupIfains. flot %vithout,
reason, that evrybody wants his own
seherne. But it must be rernemberd
th4t; as result of discusion carid on the
pàst few years, Pitmnan's own vieivs ar
considerably mnodified. IL is probabi
that the last word on the best scheme
of refornid speling w~l not be spoken
for somne time to corne. Lt is gratifying
hotvever to, those who hav taken a Ille
interest in this movemnext to notice a
very perceptibi asiniilation of views on
the.question, a draw,%ing together of o-
pinion, a droping of this and of that
crochet. Unanimity on ail points is not
expected. Ifa- recognized ct-ntral au-
thority iver atpointed to h'%r pro s and
coni s on evry point of difèrence, witb
power to dletermin, it wud be an ad-
vantage. Unitil such tribunal is set up
ther is nothingy for it but to gOoOn dis-
cusing and experinienting as best we
eau, becaus ther is no dictator in the
republie oe letrs.

r.FRACE.- - Prof. Paul Passy rites
froni Neuilly sur-Sei ne: -i h1av no dout
at ail that thrce years hence the fonetie
wil lie the conion method of teaching
English in Franc-.' We ar iiot so, sati-
guin of even féee America. XViI 1900
-ecit prevalent here? Thruout nearly
aIl Europe exeppt Brit-an they hav a
decinil systeni of we-ights mesures
and moriey, We hav dlecimal curency
but t-bey ar ahed of us otheriîse. We
skiai uot be surprised if they get ahed
of us in teaehiug modern larguages.
even our own, unIes our foàIt drybones
wake Up and bestiý- thenselvs.



.1fr'E. B? . Rurn-Yz rites &rom, New York
"'Rules A und B .r exelent, concise ea-s

i iy rc'memberd and dev'>ù1 of, r-igi<lity,
which. I deem a very important feature.

IThe rigidi ty ofthe 24 Joint l'ules and

iis miy obje.ction to them. . . 1 wuil be
igiad if yu wuct uze markt it (û) to (lis.-
*tinguishi the voivel in pit from tlhat in
but. Yur preierence for' Roman values
wil catis yu to deniur probabiy. 'rruiy
1 amn delighted. iith var work in its
présent direction and .vith yu thin k we
shud hav a jurnal devoted to Revision
of Speling apart fromi the shorthand
ma-azines and coming- ofner than the

*buletine of S R.A Y ur Dec. number
enibodis and recomends principis that
1: urged on S. R. A. at its inception , and

~haviDeeu urgingever since." [We hav
receiLvd lice"f'avorabi opinions froni
several quarters. Shai Rules A and B
be adopted? Speak nov or eveî' after
hold yur peaee. This is the tiret tune
of asking. -E D.]

RULES A & B vs. -24 JOINT RUrLES. -Irt
is in teresting te compare orthegrafy ats
givn by folowing -A and B with that by
the 294 of p. 31. Oportunity is givn by
examining 2iVs letr. Resuit: diference
in two words oniy- above (abuv> and
usualy (uzualy). A and B do not incl ude
6tb, 13ih and latr haf of 20th. They
go beyond the 24 in some respects es
pecialy folowing a souud pri ncipi sta.ted
by Archbishop Trench: -The intention
ef the ritn, word, the end wvhèreto it is
a mean, is by aid of siens agreed on
betorehand to represent to the eye as
acuratiy as posibi the spoken word."
Let us restate them:-
A. OMIT evrv iiseles ietr.
B. CUANG]f S dI, ph, g7z

if.ýoundedso to t,f f
TWO QIJES2'IONVSnow pres most

iurgentiy for aner: 1-.What vowveis shal
hav alfabetic representation? 2. Which
fBye shal hav a e i* o U asignd to, theni?
To the firet we hav helpt car tribute aný
,ansr. The ansr to the second is comaing
and froni widely diferent quarters of
the worid. Let us posés our soute in
peace-tgthe muil of the gode grindsjslowly" but -i> is exceeding sure.

Hienitàu for [885,boundpostpaid,25 o.

ICE.4tZ'f lias a, language aimost
unchanged r'or ovei' a thousand yet-;
1 t %vas estab lisht as a kingdom in 8 î4.
Its isohitp.d Position lias plresei"vd its
lartguage tvhich is that comon tung of
the 8th te, the 1 oth century from whichi
the Scandinavian. tungs, Danish, Sve.
dish or Norwegian hav sprung, while
Icelstndie is a1most its ccintinuation to
our day. Danishi inctirions into Eng.
'and, 8cotland and Ir-eland ai' matr ef
history atnd hav left an impres on our
turxg of nîuch iiterest. In [celandie,
ive hiear almeest the very tones the in-
vaders spoke. lceianttîc is aproxitnatly
fonetie in its printed representation, as
ail tungs %ver originaiy in their -iU
fornae. In cours et time Icelandic hias
drifted a il from- the coffiparativly
fonetic. Englishi lias drirted ver'y mnuch
more. In Iceiand ther le a, movement
Vo, correct this gradluai deviat!on, and
aproximate the fonetic more closely.

OttTuenox ýSrr>xs.-Our Montreal
correspondent "pi'eferd that his cern-
>inicatien be put«in orthoctox speing."
Thiat 'ejuet what sve 'v donel Cuirent
Speting as revised by leading filologic
scolars of the Engbsb speakin1g world
weôrki;,'g concurently and cenjeintiy to
that end le the meet orthodox speiing
that we no et' Such Revised Speling
is geV by folowing 24 Rffles givn p.,31.
Hlôiv tiese rules iver reacht %vo alredy
explaind p. 21 et eeq. We cud net think
ef treating XJ soshabiiy and marineg the
consistency ef our pages by uzing the
curenit spelingy with -ail its etymnologie
erers, pedantic mistakes snd outrageus
inednsistencis.

A, NTHE,.-Lnfonetcespecimens
in Vridet as wel as in most paperb ad-
vocating the.reformn la' je uzed for the
indefinit artici in sanie form and souud
as in 'an', proper,-for a iseonly contrac-
tion fo r an by droping U, and.-shud, hav
same seund- as iu an. a (as in ale) le
regarded As improper for thé litl word
[as l ise s-a.1 'The' le aise macle short
b2;y authority of Webster to gi-v a vowel
b.etieeu i in iti and u n u tu whioh
le e in, Iien. As lh these article when
pronouncet wlth É- emfasis ar utrd with
oc and B they may yet on determination
criticady ho se speld unifôrm1y.- Vdet,

Vapara.e, Iad



NEW PUBLICATION.

TUEF COMPLETr F0.\ETI', AI.FA5ET, where
in by use of five obscure vowvels the
accent and prontinciittion may al-
ways be non. A. J.Graham, ptiblish
ci', 744 B way, N. Y, Price 35 ùents.
This paraflet of 36 pages is comonty

credited ta Nir Edwin Cooxnbs, Wash
ington. D.C. We wish we cud exclaimu
Bznd-4,ca of it. Providing l'or over fifty
distinctions of sound, we mean discrim
inati ng divisions of sounds - ther being
not rnany over 30 bounds) is tao many
for practical popular purpos, a' tho of
use perhaps in a dictionary. A diction
ary alfabet must be an extension of a
popular aile anid se must be invented
after setiment on the latr. As obscure
vowels ar much considerd,this givs the
pamnflet speciai value as a contribution
to literature uf a vext subject. 'O-b-
scure' apears. used in Worcester*s sens
-very sweeping as alredy camplaind.
Actual counit of tho vowels in over ] 1
pages of X. A. .Reu'iew was made by the
author. 0f 5922 vowels. 3492 ai' put
down obscure and 2430 as fixt - 59 and
41 per cent. We heav reuson te expect
that a very large part of thase deemd
obscure wil hav their quality deter.
mind redily enuf, a smalier part wil be
found te lak quality al together or to be
mere toneles breth --a washel between
the wheel and axi of two other sounds
-white a stil smaller part must reniain
douttul until qualitis ar determind by
critical comparison. This must be wel
acomplisht ere the Iast has been said
as te an alfabet. We largely endors the
folowing froni the Wa.shington Cronici:

IlHis abject ha£ been to furnish a muens
by which evry eleruentary sound in our lau-
guago might ho represunted-a cernïdete fo-
notia alfabet Thathe bas succeeddaepro-
senting it in procise)y the best form, ho does
not flatr bimsolf, but ho xnay justly dlaim
ta bav dono excolent work ie tliat direction.
If wo regard his alfabet as designd for actual
use, wo incline ta think that ho bas erd on
tbe side of rodundancy, making -"nnecoSarY
or aveu non-czistent distictions, as between
iv ie wave and ,w in ivorihy, or vocalized a in
wiadeom and z in zero: but as an alfabotfor tho
considoratian of filologists, orthografists, and
ortboepists, it is nat opein ta seriu2 abjection.
Une peculiarity is that it coutains separat
caracters, net only for the elemontary sounds
and for such diftbongs as ai aud ou, but aise
for frocjuentl ocuring cembinatiens, as ir in
irkaamc, gu iu language and ia in civilian.
As one caracter of this clas ho reteins x-tho
equivalent of ke-and ho uses q as oquivaleet

of kev (or kit) spoling the word qucst, for ox-
ample, qesi. This use of singl caractors for
froquonl.y ocurinir com poit sourds wud
inateriaiy abroviato the I aber of ni ing and
un that ground at Ioast thor is much ta bo
said in its favor, whilo tho labor of lorniug
the aijitional caracters wud ho vory slighit.
A foaturo on whichi ho lays especial stros is
tho reoegnition of the obscure saunds of the
vowols. Ma84t fonoticians hav faild ta rocog-
nizo any distinction betweon a ln tho last
sylabi of ouidance or eervante and a in the
first syldbl oactiaa or hazord, treating oacb
sinply as a short. Mr. Coernbs troats tho
latr as a lixt and detinit saund and the former
as a variabl and indetinit oue, centending
that in the unacconted sylabis the vowel is
ofu variusly pranaunet in the saine werd,
acarding ta the contoxt. thoerneod of tlu.
spoaker and tho rate of sp coh. Ho pro-
roses, thon. ta fix thoso vawel sounds whicb
a r fix abi reprosonting each Invariably by tho
saineo sign and ataching ta each sign in-
variably tuie saine seund; butine aditien ta
thoso ho wud use for eacb ofaour fivo vowe's
ono sign moro and alaw that ta stand for aey
sauind which is coameely atacht ta that vowol
and which c.%not ho acuratly representud by
any onouf tho definit vowol signs. Une thieg
wbich deservs mention is the sirnphcity of
tho now script farms and tho care takon that
diacritical marits shal fali on the letrs most
raroly usod, matr of very groatimeeDrtanco in
practice when an alfabot cornes ta ho usod in
riting. r.Coaxnbs' book givs ovidence of
caro and labarlus atontion ta dotail, which
i-apily suplement the ripe 8colarsnip and
thora famudiarity with fanotie prinoipis mani-
fested in its pages. It is nat too snuch tg say
thar ,Tho Complote .Fanotic Alfabet"' is a
wvark whicb ne one intorested in the correct
represeetatianaof Englisb speoch eau aford
ta negleet readsng."

ONTARIO.-At a recent meeting
of University of Toronto Serat. ruling
the provincial university. Mr Houston
gave nutice of motion that fonetie spel-
iug be receivd at examinations. 11ev-
ised Speling wud hav betr chance tW be
alowd. It wil be discust next meeting.

lU S. -A cougresman has introdust
a bit aproprâating $50 000 te enable a
Chicago jurnalist to pronaulgate and
propagatea systeru of speling by sound.
We supose the bit wil be kild. It wud
be moeey much betr speut than most
that congres apropriates if ten or one
hundred Limes $50,000 wer spent Boas
tW abolish the existing want of systemi
and put a sound system, in its place. -
Alirror e .A.merican, Mfanchester, . E.

The FONT IEC ,HGRA.bD iz publlslr.
monthly (eoc;ept July and Aug.) It iz devatod
tu PstoNusciÂTioN. and tu explaieing and ex-
omplifying the 8intpUiciz, and xracticability
ovamneedingour ORTHOGRAFY. saatu spel by
8aund iested 0v by meinory. 25 cents a year.


