AR e U SO AR e

Every reader of the HOME STUDY QUARTERLY should have either THELKING'S-OWN or EAST AND W
SEND FOR SAMPLEICOPI}S o), 4

&

s o -«
P TRy Py RSP AP SR SR e Ry SRS ST o S
R e iy Al malaer et ng Ty e

g

e S

froigpegpmy
S -
38

T e e Eee e A= O TR, S AR £ G A

Ry

oAy S e e

~ A
T PP AT

e

_ e~ Ay 4 T S, ~ & Foee
ALY i PR
1

T o R e S v e A

Frins S

o Lt A T

e Ot BT iy T o7 Bk N FIPETE =

SMCWIANRS PN e ~ Pt
AT AT s i

77007 -~w.‘ [ .' :

PSt ahbaihﬂhob@ubﬁcaﬁnuﬁ.

- Pregbgtetian Clhurch qgnada‘ |
~ RwR Douglas Frager - L

 Cldor-3BusinessDanager
& 'r Bmiﬁmg IO

>

| C




PRI - 1% & ~

INSTRUMENTS

v
L reee. -

WITHSTAN D
ANY CL!MA

ORGAN CO., Dimijted

i i LONDON, ENGEAND: GUELPH’ ONT. TORONTO 'WAREROOMS :

49 Holbom Vladuct. ) 14 YONGE STREET'

ATRTELTS

‘Cornet Venge and Mchn Streets 'L‘oxouto. -Ont. e

nfxdfake a;personal mterest in: tﬁe students

- We place ‘hundreds -of young people in-good: posxtxons every year. No' ‘other
Canadian. college can: -produce- sucb a: hst of fnames: of successful busmess men \v}m were
former students.. - -

STUDENTS MAY ENTER AT ANY TIME. N
- Writedor New Ca

i P AR
A S TR N e oty

GIVES: THAT YRAINING: GRADUATESABE ALWAYS: succsssrut_ e







38°80" 35° 2 S0
&

\ { / W, ,: / 7 Helbon, |
zxuonL@"{i‘" ’ ’*‘?I({’é' 3:»&&\53“6

Sl 2

A

THE KINGDOMS
’ OoF

JUDAH AND ISRAEL

ENGLISH MILES

5 10 20 S0’
Du]un’oé‘;’
< Achulby{¢
o .
[ OMasl
Q Adchof  *rees
7 (Cabulo
1at. Carme 7k
(<]
)
fiso 8
284n -
g q (o8 \.\{: 7 B
Nahy Jszanlerineh IS " ,h
4 8 X ,‘:! sted \.Q)
& J @\ ] B ‘
. Nahr et Falik b q ILEAD?
y n o=
y Ophnh SHO3 .
3 /¢ g gp.mbsey -
Nahr dt'dufa nf”,';{_‘;’l;‘;‘:‘go g /
)\’7 PANESS Plrathon \eF - ~ v/
JOPPAL\ og Seetiud 7 lramoTh-cILEAD <
% 4 I¥obattiy _ Jesbagy JogRhab\ TR S o 351
X TR
22X '
, \ &
Vv
i |
0 i
‘;.is
oheib-diblatbalm?
Klriatbalm ,
/] i
DAoL %0
Argrsy o~
2 G
Polifabaz
'ingﬁ’ < L - & Tubiy Referenco to Tribes,
DNPY "8‘&?; TN 1 ASHER 7 JUDAH
/ A S 7. 1 2 BENJAMIN | 8 MANASSEH
oK ot TN, 8 DAN | 9 NAPHTALI
> S a2\ 4 EPHRAIM | 10 REUBEN
B 5 QAD 11 §IMEON
-~ f 6 1seachar |12 zesurun
; g ot of
B £ 2> 2 A NS ¥ ’f 481
R =775 3
d Zq:bubor b G NS
- 5_1 72k & . L.L.POATES, EKGR., N.Y.




o Home Study Quarterl

Rev. R. Douglas Fraser IM.A. Editor
Rev. J. M. Dunca+«, B.D., Associate Editor

l

Vol. X.

rowing boys are fond of feeling their
wnugeles, and fond, too, of whatever will

- é theiriusclesbig, and hard.  The girls
g:' not’a whit behind in their own way, in

/:;y €xercise that will make them rosy and

©

ong. Now the HoME Stupy QUARTERLY
is a great muscle developer. It is written
for those who really want to know sthings
and who are not afraid of a little work. A
good honest use of its two pages on each les-
son will make boys and girls sturdy students
of the Bible. It is put in plain words, but
there is a great deal of the sort of material
that will make the scholargthink hard ; and
thinking hard is the surest way of coming
to love to think.

Be npon the look out for the Supplement-~
al Course, which is to begin in the IlouE
Sttpy QUARTERLY at the New Year. Every-
thing that is in it now will remain. The
Supplemental Course will be just so much
more ; and, we venture to predict, so much
more that is interesting.

aa

THE MOST VALUABLE CROP
By Rev. W. B. Findlay

Every yearsliis country raises millions of
bushels of wheat, millions of bushels of oats
and barley, thousands of barrels of apples,
thousands of bags of potatoes, whole train-
loads of fat cattle. Great fields of flax
are gathered in. Grapes are sold by the
car-load, and peaches reach the marketin
hundred basket lots.

Canada’s most valuable crop, however, is
not in this list. It is just you boys and girls
who are growing up in Canrdian homes.

October, November, December, 1904

No. 4

Every crop hasits foes. TUnless the farmer
is on the watch, weeds will spring up and
shut out from the growing grain the needed
sun and wind and air, preventing it from
growing stout and strong and yielding an
abundant harvest.

Weeds there are in plenty that, unless
you take care, will spoil yourlives. Who
has not seen the guod seed of kindness, love,
gentleness, unselfishness, clean speech,
truthiulness choked by foul weeds carelessly
allowed to take root and grow up in the
heart?

There are no Jarger, uglier weeds in our
country than untruthfulness, swearing,
deceit and selfishness. The seeds of these
-vil things will surely slip into the heart by
the smallest crack that is left unwatched,
and if they becume firmly rooted, they can
only be pulled out at the cost of time and
pain.

Schocol life, and home life, and church life
are the ground in which you boys and girls
do most of your growing. See to it that vou
get the most and the best out of this soil
for your growth into true, men and women.

It is not enough for you to haveclothes on
your back and food on vour table, to be
warm in winterand free insummer. Unless
you are all the time making yourselves
ready to do some good, useful work in the
world, the harvest of your lives wil! be a
failure.

An expert can walk over g wheat field,
put a price on the field, and offer the farmer
so much for it. A man of experience can
go through the country, buying up cattle
and sheep, and know their value to a dollar.
But no man or woman can go through the

N a T G — | ——r T,
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98 A Picturesque Prophet

streets and homes and schools, and put a
price on the crop of boys and girls, for the
true worth of a boy or girl is known only to
God.

Better wind and drouth, bail and frost
that strip the fields bare and leave the barns
empty, that stop the reapers and threshing
machines, than that a single boy or girl
should yield to the storm of temptation and
sin, and be swept away to ruinl

Niagara Falls, Ont.

8

' A PICTURESQUE PROPHET

A wellfo-do young farmer to begin with.

A strdnger coming suddenly in sight, as
thefoung farmer, with his men, is plough-
ipg in the field, casting hisrough cloak upon
him as a sign of God’s call.

The call instantly obeyed, and the oxen
with which he was working burned as a
sacrifice with the wocd of his plough and
ox-cart.

A prophet’s servant, next, this substan-
tial man of property, but, for the Lord’ssake
rejoicing in a servant’s work—* pouring
water on the hands of his master.

At the river bank, gazing heavenward, ag
his passionately loved master and friend
disappears upward inthe glory.

The mantle of the departing prophet fall-

ing on his shoulders, and its sweep again’

dividing the waters, as in the hand of its
former owner.

Multiplying & poor widow-woman’s soli-
tary cruse of oil, till # paid all her debts
and nourished her household for long.

Stretching himself, mouth to mouth, eyes
to eyes, bands to hands, on the body of a
dead child, and behold, he lives!

Multiplying the little barley loaves and
the roasted ears of green corn, so that a
hungry multitude is fed.

Sitting still in bis hoase, while the proud
Syrian general with & mandate from two
kings clamors outdoors for healing, which
he gets only when he humbles himself to go
for healing where the man of God sends
him. '

By a word passing over Naaman’s leprosy
to the false and greedy Gehazi.

Hunted like a partridge, and at last cor-

nered, as they think, but only to have all
men know that he is safe within the circle
of God’s horses ang chariots of fire.

Smiting the whole host of his enemy with
blindness, and leading them, as one might
lead a flock of silly sheep, into the capital of
their foe.

The ancinter of kings, and at his death
wept over by the king as Israel’s hope and
defence, and even aiter his death, bis body
bringing to life again a dead body thrown
in{o his sepulchre. .

It is a great task God has, the dealing with
men and nations ; and a wonderful life this
great prophet—who will give his name?—
had, whom God made His mouth and hand
in that task.

e

A GOOD SORT OF FATHER

This good father was thinking out loud
about his growing boy, and these are some
of the things he said. You may be sure liis
boy thought him the very best father in all
the world :—

I want my boy at the age of twelve to
be a physically well-developed, perfectly
healthy, dependable, alfectionate boy,
straightforward in character, with buoyant
spirits, interested in the right kind of things.

EDUCATION BY DOING

1 want my boy to learn how to work, how
to apply himself to an appointed task until
it is done or his time is up. It-makes little
difference by what particular means this les-
son is learned. The boy who in the woods
in winter can fell a tree of the size of his
body, and send it where he wants it to fall,
and who supplies the family table with a
succession of fresh vegetables in summer, is
learning to work.

The one injunction I would give my boy
is to stand always and )

EVERYWHERE FOR FAIR PLAY,
never to be a coward and never a bully,
able to hold his own in baseball and football
with other boys of his age ; to know how to
swim and skate and steer a double runner;
to know how to handle a row boat and a
smali sail boat ; to be able to walk ten miles
without undue fatigue: to know how to
drive and ride & horse with the confidence

1)
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A Good Sort of Father

that comes from early practice ; to know the
woods through spending whole days in them
in summer and winter ; to know the names
of the common trees and plants and birds,
and something of their ways; tu be able to
build a fire in the woods or on the beach
and cook a dinner for himaelf and his com-
panions that will taste better than any they
can'get at home.

By the time he is twelve I want him to
know something about the value of money
through earhing as well as spending. I
would encourage him to save a part of his
earnings, and to use part unselfishly by
arousing his interest in the objects for which
he gives.

The chief thing I desire in the way of
knowledge gained from books is that he
shall have learned to love to read, and that
his taste shall be formed by reading the
best.

A BOY’S RELIGION

I want my boy to have a child’s under-
standing of sacred things and reverence for
them. I want him toknow thestoriesof the
Old Testament that describe the lives and
deeds of the great characters of Hebrew his-
tory, and the most important events in the
life of our Lord. I want him to be able to
repeat from memory several hundred Bible
verses, including some of the psalmsand also
a few of the great hymns of the church. I
want Sunday, while laying restraint upon
work.and play, to brieg its own happy occu-
pations, different from the rest of the week,
yet having their own interest. Theday will
bring its duties as well as other days, includ-
ing attendance with the family at church
and Sunday school.

After all is said and done, I want my boy
to be able to look back upon a happy child-
hood. For not only are the results of a
fortunate childhood stored up in the Gbre of
the boy’s body and soul, but the memory of
those early happy dayvs will be one of his
greatest resources of happiness inafter years.
—Edward E. Bradley in The Congrega-
tionalist.

T

Y. P. S. Topic Cards, Booklets, Manual,
Bible Studies for 1904, will be sold at half
price till the end of the year.

99

Qur Publications

Lesson Helps

TR TEACHERS MONTHILY—44 to 52 pages & month,
§0¢. a year: 5 or more to one address, 40¢, each.

Tug HoME STUpY QuarTERLY—Each lesson illus.
trated, 20¢. a year; 5 or more toone nddress, 10¢. each.

Largely used also in the Home Department.

THE PRIMARY QUARTERLY~A pictureand adrawing
for each lesson: 20c. yearly : 5 or more, 10¢. cach,

Tur HoMe STuby LEAFLET—Each lesson illustrated ;
5 or more to one address, each o vear. .

T PRIMARY LEAFLET—A picture and & drawing
for each lesson; 5 or more to one address, 5c. cach
per year,

Illustrated Papers

EAsT AND WEST—A Paper for Young Canadians—
Alarge eight-page illustrated weekly, Canadian and
Presbyterian : treats Young People's topic ; articles on
our own Missions; each, 75¢. a year ; £ or more to one
address, 50¢, each per year. May begin at any date,

THE KING'S OwWN (continuing The Children's Record
—For the Boysand Girls; every week,and handsomely
illustrated ; single copies, 40¢. & year : 5 or more to
one address, 25¢. each : months not hroken.

JEWELS—For the Little Ones: every week, hand-
somely illustrated: single copies, 30c. & year; 5 or
more to one address, 20c. each ; months not broken.

Other Supplies

AN supplies needed by those taking the General
Assembly’y Teacher Training Course.

SHonrTER CATECHISM, per doz., 20¢.: 100, §1.25,

SHORTER CATECHISY, With proofs, per doz., 35¢.; 100
21,75. Both our own revised editions.

Lissox ScHEME—Schedule of Lessons for the year
with Topies fordProof, Catechism, ete., 50c. per 100.

MeMoRrY PassaGges—For Diplomas, §0c. per 100,

CARSON'S PRIMARY CATECHISM, per doz., 35e.; per
130, $2.50. PROVIDENCE COLORED LESSOX PICTURE
RoLL, $3.00 per year, 7&c. per quarter. (S.S. SUPERIN-
TENDENT, & quarterly publication, with cachroll free.)
PROVIPENCE COLORED LESSON PIcTurk CARDS, 10c.
per vear, 2}4c. per quarter. S.S. CLASS REGISTER-(our
own) 5c. each: BIBLE CLASS, 20c.; PRIMARY, 20c.
S. 8. SECRETARY’S RECORD (our own) 20 classes, 30¢.,
40 classes, 40c, S. 5. SUPERINTENDENT S RECORD, very
useful, 10c. REWARD CARDS AND TICKETS: CLASS
ExveLoPEs: LIBRARY Carns. WILDE'S BIBLE Pic-
TURES (6 by 8inches) 1c. each. (No orders taken for
less than 10 pictures.) OXFORD TEACHER’S AND
SCHULAR'S BIBLE: Buuk uF PRAISE; BIBLE AND Boox
or PRAISE. Send for list and prices.

JFor THE HoME DEPARTMENT—Membership Cards.
per 100, 50c.; Quarterly Report ¥Envelopes, 40c. per
100: Canvasser’s Report, per 100, $1.00: Descriptive
Leaflet, per 100, 50c.. Class Record, 2e. each. Sample
of Descriplive Icaflel free.

CRADLE ROLL—FRAMED * FLINT” CRADLE ROLL—
With space for 60 names, $1.00 : 100 names, 81.85. Fine
slits are cut on the surface to receive the name cards;
a supply of cards goes with the roll, Add express
charges to above prices. “FLINT” CRADLE ROLL—
Ready to hang up, with gilt stick on top and bottom,
25¢. less than above Prices. Add express charges to
above prices. APPLICATION CARD—6c. per dozen;
printed furm on back to be filled out. ENROLLMENT
CARD—(Gc. per dozen. CRADLE ROLL_CERTIFICATE—
Printed in _gold and two colors, 25¢, per dozen
BirTiinay CARDS—Of various sorts; all pretty. 1Sc.,
25¢., 35¢. per dozen.

Y.P.S. C. E. Toric CARDS, including “Plan of
Study”, $1.00 per 100. Booklet (same), with Daily
Readings, $1.50 per 100. Model Constitution, Presby-
terinn Guild, 20c. per _doz.. $1.50 per 100. Pledge
Card, Presbyterian Guild, 10c. per doz., 50¢c. per 100.
Bible. Missionary and Literary Studies, $1.00 per 100.
Y. P. 8. Manual, 5c. cach.

Add poslage in casc of Bibles and other books
ADDRESS REV. R, DOUGLAS FRASER,
CONFEDERATION LIFE BUILDING, TORONTO



100 Wible Dictionary
BIB\:VZ(M% RY FOR FOURTH _ Hez/-ck-i’ah. Son of Ahe~.

QUARTER
Aa’-ron. Theelder byether of Moses, and

the first high priest of Israel.

A-ba’-na. Probably the more important
of the two rivers of Damascus, beirg men-
tioned first by Naaman.

A’-haz. King of Judah, 742 to 726 B.C.:
an idolater, 2 Xgs. 16 : 3, 4.

A’-haz-i’-ah. King of Israel for two
years, beginning to reign §85 B.C.

I As-moz. The father of Isaiah the prophet,
sa. 1:1.

A’-saph. A Levite of David’s time, to
whom are attributed Psalms 50 and 73 to 83.

As-sy’/-r-ia. A country on the Tigris.
For 700 years after 1300 B.C. it was the lead-
ing power in the East.

Ath/-al-i’-ah. The wife of Joram, king
of Judah, & daughter of Ahab.

Ba’-al. A sun-god, the centre of whose
worship was in Phceenicia. When Abab
married Jezebel, a princess of Sidon, his
worship almost supplanted that of Jehovah
in Israel.

Car/-mel. A range of hills terminating
in the promontory which juts ount into the
Mediterranean, and forms the southern
bhoundary of the Bay of Acre.

Dam-as’-cus. A very ancient city in
Syria. It has always been a great trade
centre, and is famous in Bible history.

Da’-vid. Son of Jesse, and sccond king
of Israel.

Do/-than, A town not far from Shechem
and Samaria, where Elisha was besicged by
the Syrians and miraculously delivered. -

E/-gypt. The famous country in the val-
ley of the Nile where the Israelites were in
bondage. : :

El-i’jah. One of the greatest of the
Prophets, born perhaps at Tishbeh in Gali-
ee, but a dweller in Gilead.

El.i’-sha. The successor of Elijah in the
prophetic office.

Eph/-ra-im. The chief tribe of the North-
ern Kingdom, descended from the younger
son of Joseph. Its name is sometimes given
to the whole kingdom.

Gad. A prophet and historian of David’s
time.

Gal’-il-ee, The northern-most portion of
Palestine ; also the name of a lake in that
region.

Go-ha’-zi, The servant gt Elisha.

Go-mor/-rah. One of the cities of the
plain destroyed in the days of Abraham,
Gen. 19 : 24, 25. -,

Go’-zan. A town and district in Meso-
potamia whither the Israelites were carried
captive. .

a’-bor. The present river Xhabour, a
branch of the Euphrates from the north.

Ha’-lah. A district on the Xuphrates in
northern Mesopotamia.

He was
king of Judah {rom 726 to 697 B.C.

Ho-she’-a. The last king of the Northern
Kingdom : from 73Q to 722 B.C.

TI.sai’-ah. A prophet of Judah, from
about 760 to 720 B.C.

Is’-ra-el. 'The name given to all the de-
scendants of Jacob, and also confined to the
tribes which acted independently of Judah.

Je-hoi’-a-da.  The high priest who
planned and successfully executed the revolt
against Athaliah which placed Joash on the
throne.

Je-ho’-she-ba. The wife of Jehoiada, and
aunt of Joash, whose life she saved from
Athaliah,

Jer’-ich-o, An important city in'the Jor-
dan valley, not far from the Dead Sea.

Je-ru’-sa-lem. The capital of Judah.

Jo’-ash or Je-ho.ash. King of Judah
8§78 to 842'B.C. See under Jehoida,

Jo’-ram. Or Jehoram, son of Ahab,and
king of Israel 897 to 884 B.C.

Jor/-dan. The well-known river flowing
from the north of Palestine to the Dead Sea.

Jo’-tham. One of the four kingsof Judah
in whose reigns Isaiah prophesied.

Ju/-dah. At first the descendants of
Jacob’s fourth son; then the kingdom
formed of the two tribes, Judah and Ben-
jamin, which remained loyal to Rehoboam.

Le/-vites.
of Jacob. They were charged with the care
of the sanctuary.

Medes. The inhabitants of Media, a coun-
try lving south of the Caspian Sea.

Mid/-ian. A sonof Abraham by Keturah,
and the tribe descended from him.

Na’-am-an. The Syrian general who was
a leper and was healed by Elisha.

Naph’/-tal-i. The tribe descended from
Jacob’s sixth son. Their territory lay in
northern Galilee.

Na’-than, A noted prophet in the reigns
of David and Solomon.

Pha’-rach. A general title for the sov-

ereign of Egypt.
Phar/-par. Probably the legs important

of the two rivers of Damascus. See Abana.

Sa-ma/-ri-a. A city built by Omri, king
of Israel ; the capital of Israel.

Shu/-nemm-ite. A woman of Shunem,
whose son Elisha raised from the dead.

Sod’-om. One of the cities of the plain
destroyed in the dayvs of Abraham.

/-i.a. A country along the east coast

of the Mediterranean, extending far inland.

Uzz-i-ah. Xing of Judah 811 to 758
B.C. In his reign Isaiah began to prophesy.

Zeb’/-u-lun. The tribe descended from
Jacob’s tenth son. Their territory was on
the sea coast.

Zi’-on. One of the hills on which Jeru-
salem was built, but often used as a name
for the whole city.

The descendants of Levi, son-

.
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W An Order of Sesvice 101

: *AN ORDER OF SERVICE: Fourth Quatter

OPENING EXERCISES
I. SiLENCE.
II. Tae Lorpn’s PRAYER.
III. SiNaiNG,
The hosts of God encamp around
The dwellings of the just;
Deliverance He affords to all
‘Who on His succor trust.

Oh, make but trial of His love, |
Experience will decide,

How blest are they, and only they,
Who in His truth confide,

For God preserves the souls of those
Who on His truth depend,
To them and their posterity
His blessing shall descend.
—Hymn 11, Book of Praise

IV. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

Superintendent, O sing unto the Lord a
new song: .
School. Sing unto the Lord, all the earth.

Superintendent.  Sing unto the Lord, bless
his name ;

School. - Shew forth His salvation from
day to day.

Superintendent. Declare His glory aniong
the heathen,

School. His wonders among ~11 people.

Superintendent. For the Lord is great, and
greatly to be praised : :

School. He is to be feared above all gods.

Superintendent.  For all the-gods of the
nations are idols: )

School. But the Lord made thie heavens.
. Superintendent. Honédr .and rpajesty are
before Him : : "

School. Strength and beauty are in His
sanctuary.. : .

Superintendent, -Give unto the Lord, O ye
kindreds of the people, give unto the Lord
glory and strength.

School. Give unto the Lord the glory due

unto His name: bring an offering, and come:

into -His courts. -

Superintendent. O worship:the Lord in the

“heauty of holiness:

.School. Fear before Him, all the earth.
V. Singing. Psalm or Hymn selected.
VI. PrAYER.

VIL Swgine. Psalin or Hymn selected.

CLASS WORK
[Let this be entirely undisturbed bg Secretary’s or
Librarinn’s distributions, or otherwise.)
I. Roru CarL.

IX. OrrERING, which may be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope.

III. MevMory VERSES AND CATECHISM.
IV. Lessoxn Stupy.

CLOSING EXERCISES
I AINNOUNCEMEN'I.‘S.

I1. Singing. Hymn selected.

IIL. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK
which may include recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, Mem-
ory Verses and Heads of Lesson Plan,

IV: RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

Superintendent. Thy merty, O Lord, is in
the heavens; '

School. And Thy faithfuiness reacheth
unto the clouds.

Superintendent. Thy righteousness is like
the great mountains ;

School. Thy judgments are a great deep:
O Lord, Thou preservest man and beast.

Superintendent. How excellent is Thy lov-
ing kindnéss, O God !

School. Therefore the children of men
put their-trust under the shadow of Thy
wirgs.

Superintendent. O continue Thy loving-
kindness unto them that know Thee ;

School. And Thy righteousness to the
upright in heart.

V. SinGiNG.

O Lamb of God ! still keep. me

Near to Thy wounded side ;
_"Tis only thete in safety

And peace I can abide.

‘What foes and snares surround me !}
‘What lusts and fears within !

The grace that sought and found me
Alone can keep me clean.

Hymn 225, Book .of Praise

VI. BeNeDICTiON OR CLOSING PRAYER.

*Copies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separato.sheet may bo iad at 50¢. per 100.
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102 Elisha Succeeds Elijah

Lesson I ELISHA SUCCEEDS ELTTAH

October 2, 1904

2 Kings 2: 12-22, Commit to memory vs. 12-14. Read the chapter.
GOLDEN TEXT-Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon mo,~2 Kings 2: 9.

12 And Eli’‘sha saw it, and he cried, My {nther, my
father, the ichariot of Is'rael, and the horsemen
thereof. And ne saw him no more : and he took hold
of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.

13 He wook up also the mantle of Eli'jah that fell
gron()i him, and went back, and stood by the bank of

or'dan; . N

14 And he took the mantic of EH'jah that fell from
him, and smote the waters, and said, Where 75 the
Lorp God of Eli‘jah ? and when he also had smitten
the waters, they 2parted hither and thither: and
Eli'sha went over.

15_And when the sons of the prophets which 3were
to view at Jer'icho saw him, they said, The spirit of
El'jah doth rest on Eli'sha. And they came to meet
him, and bowed themselvesto thie ground before him,

16 And they said unto ham, Behold now, there be
with thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, we
pray thee, and seck thy master: lest peradventure
the's Spirit of the Lorp hath taken him up, and cast

him upon some mountain; or into some valley. And
hesaid, Ye shall notsend,

17 And when they urged him till he was ashamed,
he said, Send. They sent therefore fifty men; and
they sought three days, but found him not.

18 And 5when they came ¢again to him, (*for he
tarried at Jer’icho,) he said unto them, DId I not suy
unto you, Go not? R .

19 And the men of the city said unto Eli’sha, Be-
holé, 81 pray thee, thesituationof this city is pleasant,
asmy lord seeth : but the water s naught, and the
9 grouad barren. .

20 And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt
therein.  And they brought #¢to him.

21 And he went forth unto the spring of the waters
and cast salt in there, and said, Thus saith the Logrp,
I have healed these waters; there shall not be from
thence any more death or barren land.

22 So the waters were healed unto this day, accord-
ing to the 10saying of Eli‘sha which he spake.

Revised Version—1chariots: 2were divided: 3were at Jericho over ag nst him; 4spirit (small 5);
5 Omit when; 6back to him, 7while he tarried at Jericho; and he said ; 8 W& ; 9iand miscarrieth ; 10 word.

Place—About §97 B.C.; near Jericho,
the Jorda valley, not far from the Dead Sea.

Cor;neft.ion-'rhe Lesson follows immediately on
Elisdhs ascension. (See Lesson X1. of previous quar-

er.)

I. TeE NEw PROPHET.~-12, 18. Elsha.
He was a farmer, and was called from the plough to
bhe Elijah’s successor, 1 Xgs. 19:18, 19-21, Iie was
with him ten years, and was o witness of his ascen-
sion, v. 1. Saw it} the glorious carrying away of
his master, v. 11. Hiscyes
were opened, like those
of his servant, ch. 6:17.
iy father. The stern
Elijah could betenderand
lovingtoo. Thechariots
. . and the horsemen
(Rev. Ver.). Suchmen as
he are the real strength,
the * phalanx and hul-
wark” of a nation. Saw
him no more. Like
Enoch (Gen. 5: 24) and
Jesus (Acts1:9), bhe had
gone into heaven. Rent
them ; & common mode
of expressiug grief, Gen,
37:34 The mantle of
Elijah;thathad wrought
such a miracle, v. 8. Itwas
apreciousmemorial of the
departed master, and a pledge of the promise, v. 10.
Stood by the Jordan; in view of the fifty men, v, 7.

14, 15. Took the mantle of Elijah ; wapping
it into @ sort of roll or rod (sce v. S). Smote the
watexrs; acting on his telief that God would give
the desired power. Where is the Lord God of
Elijah? Only with the help of Elijah's Godl conld
he do Elijal’s work. The waters .. parted; a
proof 1o the onlookers that he had received the
spirit of Elijah. The sons of ths prophets ; pro-

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

phets or ministers in training (see v. 7). Bowed
themselves to the ground ; thus acknowledging
him as their chief in the place of Elijah.

iIl. Tre DousriNg ScHOLARS. — 16-18.
Strong men; and thercfore fit for the proposcd
search. Let them seek thy master. Theyknew
(v.5) that Elijah was to be taken away from Elisha,
hut little dreamed that it wasfrom earthaaswell. The
Spiritof theLord . . hathcasthimupon some
mountain; as He caught away Prilip, Acts §: 89, 40.
Yeshall not send. He
knew that his master
had been taken up to be
with the Lord., Till he
was ashamed; till he
was at a loss for reasons
togive for refusing. And
he said, Send. If they
did not believe him, they
must find out the truth
for themselves; he has no
fear of theresults. Fifty
men . . three days;
the most thorough search.
When they came
again tohim; tothecity
of Jericho where he bad
" tarried. Did Inotsay
«.Gonot? Theirsearch
had only proved hiswords

Jaricho.-Tho Fountain of Elisha to be true.

7{I. Tne CONFIRMING MIRACLE.—19 -22.
Men of the city; who had learned from the ** sons
i the prophets™ of Elisha's power, v.14. Situa-
tion . . is pleasant. Theregion was compared to
“the garden of the Lord,” Gen. 13:10. The water
is naught; *bad,™ ' good for nothing,” .And the
land miscarrieth (Rev. Ver.) ; “casteth her frait.”
The water scems 10 have caused the trees to shed
their fruit bHefore it was ripe. Bring me o new
orusge ; bowl or dish. Put aalt therein; not of

)
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itself able to makethe water better, but, like the new
dish, a symbol of purity. Went forth unto the
spring of the watexs; now called ‘*the Spring
of the Sultan,” o farge and beautiful fountain of
sweet and pleasant water, near the site of ancient
Jericho. Thus saith the Loxd, I have healed
these waters. The healing of the waters came
from the hand of God.

DAILY READINGS

M.—Elisha succeeds Elijah. 2 Kgs. 2: 1222, T.—
Joshun succeeds Moses, Josh, 1: 1-9. W.—The peo-
ple's promise, Josh, 2 : 10-18. Th.--Bitter waters
healed, Ex. 15: 20-27. F.—Christ's parting promise,
John 14:8-17. S.—The Spirit of the Lord, Isa. 11 : 1-9.
g.—Let us follow ! Heb, ch. 11: 3210 12: 2.

T.esson Hymns—Book of Praise, 03 ; 320 .34 (Ps.
Sel.) ; 250 ; 551 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY) ; 302,

Shorter Catechism—Ques, 48, What is the pre-
Jacetothe ten commandments? A. The preface to theten
commandments is in these words, I em the Lord thy
God, which have - rought thee out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of bondage.

Prove from Scripture—That we should be filled
with the Spirit. :

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—Near what river was Jericho s What sea
not faraway?

12, 13 Whose place did Elisha take? What great
sightdid he behold? By what name did Elisha call
Elijah? Why was Elijah like an army? Whither
did he go? How did Elisha show his grief?

14, 15 With whosc mantle did Elisha smite the
waters? What did nesay? What happened? What
is meant by ¢ the sous of the prophets”? How did
they receive Elisha?

16-18 Whatdid they think had happened Elijah ?
YWhat did they propose? Why did Elisha oppose
this? What did they do? With what success?
Whither had Elijah been taken ?

19-22 Where had Elisha waited ? Who came to
him? Whatdid they say of the city? Of what did
they complein ¢ How did Elisha purify the waters?

Seniors and the Home Department—Give the
date of the Lesson.  Deseribe the situation of Jericho.
On what event does the Lesson follow?

12-15 Give an account of Elisha's sclection as
Elijah’ssuccessor. What piromise had he received ?
For what were our Loxd's disciples to wait after His

resurrection? (Acts1:4-8.) By whose power is God's
work to be done ? (Zech. 4:6.) o

168-18 What proposal was made to Elishu? Why
did he know this to be useless? Why did he consent?
How long did the search last? \Yho searched for the
body of the risen Saviour? (John 20 :11.)

19-22 What miracle wrought by Elisha? By
whose power? Of what was the salt a symbol?
Where is water used as & symbol of gospel.blessings?
(Rev. 22.17.)

Seek-Further Questions - By what great ser-
vant of God were bitter waters made .sweet?2 What
New Testament miracle was wrought at Jericho?

Topics for Brief Papers (To be ready on the
day of the Lesson)~—1. Good men the real strength of
anation, 2. The power of the gospel to purify.

(The scholars should, duning the week, find out all
they can from the Seriptures and clsewhere, on these
topics, and write a short paragraph on each, to be
read in the clasy or examined afterwards by th

teacher, as the teachermay wish.)
THE LESSON IN LIFE m I
mgl”

1. “The Kingisdead I Longlive the We
must be getting ready for our crown and office. The
boys and girls must soon step into the saoes of those
who areolder. Then learn ofthem , but do not lean
on them, so that you may be able to stand alone
when the time comes.

2, “The chariotry of Isracl and the horsemen there-
of.” Think of it! A single life the mainstay of a
nation! Shall we not remember that the greatnessof
our country is her men ; and the greatness of men is
their character ?

8. Like Elijahwe may have o double immortality,
an immmortality of bliss and glory in heaven, and an
immortality in our influence over those who remain
on earth,

4. The beautiful city had a bad fountain. There
may be an evil heart behind a fair face.  Butif the
Holy Spirit cleanse the spring of our actions, all our
life will be pure.,

5. It is the problems we solve, the difficulties we
overcomz for ourselves, that give us strength and
confidence. The “fifty strong men” did not find
Elijah’s body, but they found a stronger faith in
Elijah’s God.

6. Behieve in the gospel of a new start.  For many
8 year the fountain had been a blight, but it beeaine
ablessing. No hileisso bad or useless, that it cannot
be made a power forgood.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS:

1. Describe what Elisha saw,

2. What gift did L reeeive?

<

3. How did he show its power?_
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104 The Widow’s Qil Increased

Lesson II.

THE WIDOW’S OIL INCREASED .

October9, 1904

2 Kings 4: 1-7. Cormit to memory vs. 5-7. Read 2 Kings, ch. 3.

EXT-Trust {n the Lord, and do good : so shalt thou dwell {n the land, and veril
GOLDEN TEX v thou ShAlE Be fod.— 28, 373 8. A v

1 Now there cried & certain woman of the wives of
the sons of the prophiets unto Eli‘sha, saying, Thy
servant my husband is dead ; aud thou knowest that
thy servant did fear the Lonrp: and the creditor is
come to take unto him my two 1sons to be bondmen.

2 And Eli‘sha said unto her, What shall 1 do for
thee? tell me, what hast thou in the housé? And she
said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the
house, suvea pot of oil.

3 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of
?" thy neighbours, even empty vessels ; borrow nota
ewW.

4 And 2when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the

door upon_thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour

. out into all those vessels, and thou shalt sct aside

that which is full.

5 Soshe went from him, and shut the door upon
her and upon her sons, 3who brought (ke vessels to
her; and she poured out.

6 Aud it came to. pass, when the vessels were full,
that shessaid unto her sou, Bring me yet a vessel.
And he said unto her, There 78 not o vessel more. And
the oil stayed.

7 ‘Then she came and told the man of God.  And he
said, Go, gell the ofl, and pay thy debt, and live thou
and thy 4 children of the rest,

Revised Vexsion—1children: 2thoushalt goin, and shut; Sthey; 4sons.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—~Rcign of Jghoram, §97-884, B.C.;
place unknown, perhaps Gilgal, Bethel, or Jericho,
where there were schools of the prophets.

Connection—TFrom Jericho, after the translation
of Elijah, Elisha went to Sawmaria by way of Bethel
and Carmel. Ch. 2:23, 24 tellsthe terrible fate of the
children who mocked him. In ch. 8 we have an
account of the alliance of Jehoram, King of Isracl,
with Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, and the king of
Edom, against the Moabites. When there was no
water for man or beast in the army, Elisha was ap-
pealed to.  He promised them, in God’suame, water,
and also victory. These promises were fulfilled.

1. Tae Wipow’s APPEAL.—1. Cried a cer-
tain woman ; made an appeal to Elisha. Of the
wives of the sons of the prophets, Perhaps

The olises, fruit and stone were first ground to a pulp between the
perpendicular and horizontal stones; and then squeezed
by a plank_running in the groove on the inner
faces of the upsight press.

most of inese prophets in training were unmarried
and lived together like theological students, but some
of them evidently were married, and had homes of
their own. Unto Elisha. She shrewdly remem-
bered the miracles of the mantle (ch. 2: 13, 14), the
salt in the spring (v. 21), the abundant water supply,
ch.3:17,20. Thy servant my husband; a re-
spectful mode of address to this greatly honored pro-
phet. Her husband may have been one of Elisha's
pupils. Is dead; and like most ministers now, did
not leave much property. Did fear thoLord; a
sccond reason. Her husband had been truce to God,
and therefore she had ground for her pica with God’s
prophet. The creditor is come. Her husband
had borrowed money, and died before he could pay

it, To take .. my two sons to be bondmen ;
boundslaves. Amongst the Hebrews, if a borrower
was unable to pay, he and his children becameslaves
of the creditor, Lev. 25: 40, ‘The law of Moses (va.
43, 46) required that this service should not besevere,
and should end at the nextjubilee, which came every
fiftieth year, Lev. 25 : 40, 41,

2. Whatshall I dofor thee? Widows, likeall
destitute forsaken ones, have a special claim on God
and on His servants, Deut. 10:28; Ps. 63:5; 146:9;
Jas, 1:27. 'What hast thou in thehouse ? He
would know just what she needed. Not anything
. . savea pot of 0il; literally, ‘‘an anointing of
oil,” that is, enough to anoint one person, & very
sinall quantity. Olive oil was used in Palestine for
anointing, medicine, light, food, cooking. With
meal and oil, one had a whole living (see 1 Kings 17:
13-16).

II. TeE ProrREr's CoMAND.—3, 4. Go
borrow thee . . empty vessels . . not a few.
Sho was toexyect a Intge supply, The Lord always
gives generously. A digdemand, too, on her faith,
and that of her sons. But faith grows, as Elisha
knew, by the exercise of it. Shut the door. Why?
“*To be alone with God,” away from the prying eyes
of neighborsled by mere curiosity. (Compare Mark
5: 40, 41, also Matt. 6:6.) Pour out into all
those vessels; that is, the borrowed vessels.
hese were to be filled, one aiter another, from the
widow'sonc pot. Whata test of faith, in the sight
of those empty vessels and so little to fillthem ! Seot
aside that which is fall. Each vessel, as it was

“filled, was to be set aside, and an empty ono put in

its place, and the pouring go on.

II1. Tne Miracurots SuppLy.—35, 8, So
she went from him, and shut the dosr; doiug
exactly as she was told, as we must, if God is to bless
us. Her sons,who brought the vessels. Each
onc had something to do. Bring me yet avessel.
So cager was she, and so full now of {aith, that she
did not know that all were full. Not a vessel
more. The Lord always finishes His work. The
oil stayed; ccased to flow. God works no more
miracle than is needed, nor will He have waste. She
come and £old the man of God; in the joy of her
Acart, and feeling that she had no right to use the
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oil without consulting the one through whom it had
been given, Sell the oil, and pay thy debt; and
50 free her gons from slavery. Live thou and thy
children (sons, Rev. Ver.) on the rest. It would
support them all, till the sons found a way to earn a
lving.
DAILY READINGS

M.—The widow's oil increased, 2 Kings 4: 1-7. T.
—Bondage forbidden, Lev. 25: 35-42. W.—The food
multiplied, Mark 6: 34-44. Th.—Not forsaken, Ps.
37: 16-25. F.—The hungry fed, Ps. 107: 1.9. S. Con-
sider the ravens, Luke 12: 22-30, S,—Power out of
weakness, 1 Cor. 1: 15-29,

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 301; 293; 25
(Ps. Sel.): 313; 514 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 483,

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 44. What dolh the
preface Lo the ten commandments teach us? A, The pre-
face to the ten commandments teacheth us, That be-
cause God is the Lord, and our God, and Redeemer,
therefore we are bound to keep all his command-
ments.

Prove from Scripture—That the righlenws shall
nol lack.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—In whose reign is the Lesson? Whither
had Elishn gone?

1,2 Who made an appeal to Elisha? What had
she to say about her husband? What sort of man
had he been? Wnhat was her troublenow? Whatis
meant by *‘the creditor?’ by *bondmen?' Why
did she think that Elisha might help her? What
wonderful things had he done? What questious did
Elishaask? Why did he ask them? What was the
woman'sanswer? For what was oil used in Palestine?

8,4 Whatdid Elisha tell her todo? Why wasshe
to shut the door? From what were the vessels to be
filled?

5, 8 How did the woman show her trust in Elisha
and inGod? What part did her sons take? How
great was the supply 7 What is promised to those
who believe? (Mark 9:23.) What does the Lesson
teach about waste? Who was asked about the use
of theoil? Why? Whatdirections did he give?

Seniors and the Home Department—Mention
possible places for the events of the Lesson.

1, 2 Whatdo we herelearnregarding ** the sons of
the prophiets?” What was the Hebrew law concerning
debt? How was slavery regulated? Which of our
Lord’s parables refers to thislaw? (Matt. 18 :25-35.)

The Widow’s Oil Increased 105

What special promises made to widows? Wherefore
the prophet's questions?

3, 4 How was the faith of the widow and her
sons tested 2 Of whom is oil an emblem? (Acty 10:
38; 1John 2:20.) What promise regarding this Per-
son? (Luke 11:13.) (When did He descend upon
Jesus? (Luke 3 : 22,) On the disciples? (Acts
2:3,2)

5,8 What is the condition of blessing? Which
miracle of Jesus teaches that waste is wrong? (John
6:12)) From whom do all our possessions come?
How should they be used ?

Seek-Further Questiong—Where did our Lord
raise a widow’s son from the dead? What does Yaul
say about paying our debts?

Topics for Brief Papers—(To be ready on the
day of the Lesson)— L. The law of creditor and debtor
among the Hebrews, 2. Faith growing by the exer-
cise of it,

THE LESSON IN LIFE

1. This widow’s experience fliustrates ¢ the gain of
Joss,” Her Lasbard was gon 23 but Cod came all the
nenrer to her, and supplied hes wants,

2. To see her sons mnde siaves for whom she
dreamed and prophesied great things; what a heart-
break to a mother! For her sake, if not for yourown,
let no chainsof evil habit bind you, to bring her
tears of shame and disuppointment.

8. *What hast thou in the house?” Let God have
it, and He will multiply it. Bring out that talent
hidden away, and trade with it in God’s name, and
so become ruler over many cities.

4. Beware of setting limits on God. Expectof ITim
the unexpacted. It will be ‘*according to your
faith.” *.Aboveall that we ask or think,” should be
the measure of our prayers. *Is anything too hard
for vhe Loxd?

5. Make room for God in your heart and life, He
can filf an occan-bed as eusily as a tea-cup. The
limit of His blessing is the measure of your willing-
ness to receive it.

6, Keep pouring life’s oil out in hlessing upon
others, and God will keep pouring it in. For every
chip that flew out of the fabled oak, two more grew
in its place. Withholding tendeth to poverty.

7. No man can pay his debt without God's help—
his debt of sin, of love, of gratitude. God only can
save you {rom insolveney and siavery. Then ook to
Him. He will supply all your necds.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What did the woman in the Lesson dread ?

13

. What did Elisha do to help het?

3. What did God do? ... - ..
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106 Elisha and The Shunammite

Lesson IIL

2 Kings 4 : 25-37.

ELISHA AND THE SHUNAMMITE
Study vs. 8-37.  Commit to memory ve. 32-35. Read 2 Kings 4;8:1-6;

October 16, 1904

Luke 7 : 11-17,
GOLDEN TEXT-The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.—Rom 6 : 23.

25 Soghe went and came unto the man of God to
mount Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man
of God saw her afar off, that he said to Geha’zi his
servant, Behold, yonder 18 1 thut Shw'nammite:

26 2Run now, I pray thee, to meether, and sayunto
her, Isit wela with thee 2252 well with (hy husband ?
s i well with the child ? And she answered, Jtiswell.

27 And when she cane to the man of God to the
hill, she 3caught hum by the feet : 4but Geha'zi came
near tothrust her away, +And the man of God said,
Let her alone ; for her soul 4 vexed within her: and
the Lorp hath hid # from_me, and hath nottold me.

28 Tnen she said, Did 1 desire a son of my lord 2 did
I notsay, Do not deceive me?

29 Then he said to Geha'zi, Gird up thy loins, and
take my staff in thine hand, and gothy way : if thou
meet any man, salute him not: and if any_salute
thee, answer himm not again: and Iay my staff upon
the face of the child. .

30 And the motherof the child said, Asthe Lorn
liveth, and as thy soul fiveth, I'will not leave thee,
And he azose, and followed her. .

31 And “eha‘zi passed on before them, and laid the

staff upon the face of the child ; but fiere was neither
voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he 6went again two
nieet him, and told him, saying, The child is not
awaked.

32 And when Eli‘sha was come_ unto the house,
behold, the child wasdead, and laid upon his bed.

33 He went in therefore, and shut the door upon
them twain, and prayed unto the Lorp.

34 And he_ went up, and lay upon the child, and
put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his
eyes, and his hauds upon hig hands: and hestretched
himself upon the child; and the flesh of the child
waxed warm,

35 Then he returned, and walked in the house #to
and fro; and went up, aud stretched himself upon
him:'and the child sncezed seven times, and the
child opened bis eyes,

36 And he called Geha'zi, and said, Call this
Shu'nammite. So he called her. And when she was
come in unto him, he saia, Take up thy son,

87 Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed
he:;slgli tt{) the ground, and 9ok up her son, and
went ou

Revised Version—1the; 2 Run, I pray thee, now : 3caught hold of hisfeet; 4 And; Sbut; ercturned;

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

<him; sonce; *she.

Time and Place—Exact date unknown. Elisha
was prophet for ag least filty years, between 897 B.C.
and $11 B.C.; Smunem, 8 town three miles north of
Jezreel, and sixteen or seventeen from Mount Carpel,

Connection—The Lesson is part of the storr, be-
ginning atv. §, of a family at Shunem with whom

: Elisha oiten
sojourncd and
whohadshown
him great kind-
ness.

I. Txe
SorROWING
MOTHER—
25, 26. She
.. cemeanto
the man of
God ; & com-
mon . yme for
the prophets.
This is the
‘great (rich)
woman’ of

$ v Shunem® v. 8.
R Thechild given
Stairway Leading to tho Upper  to her accord-
Room orGuest Chamber— ing to Elisha's
Peloubet’s Notes, promise (vs. 16,

17) has died, and in her sormow, and in the hope that
he may bring back the child to life, she comes to the
prophct. To mount Carmel ; n favorite resort of
Elisha for solitary communion with God. Saw her
afar off; from the hill-top. Yonder is that Shu-
nemmite; ridingonanass, a servantwith her, v. 24.
What could her errand be? Run . . tomect her.
There must be some special reason for her coming.
Women in those days travelled but little. Elisha is

very anxious, for-she and her family are his friends.
Isit-well with (literally, “peaceto”) thee . . thy
husband . . thy child? Oh, how the pesceof that
home had becn destroyed! Itis well (peace); one
word only. Says Peloubet: **The cautious mother
wishes to have:n words with the servant; it is his
master she is in quest of."”

27,28. Caught him by the feet; a common
way in the East of adding force to supplication.
Gehazi (Elisha's servant) came . . to thrust her
away ; careful of his master's dignity. (Compare
Matt, 19:18-15; 26:7-10.) Her soul is vexed
(troubled). In the time of her grief she must not he
disturbed about trifling fuults in rranner. The
Lord bath hid it from me; leaving him to learn
what had happened from the mother, instead of re-
vezling it to him. DidIdesireason? Sece vs. 16, 17.
It was £lisha sown offer, without her asking, that
she should bave a son. Why, then, had he been
taken away by death, v.20: Did I not say, Do
not deceive me P She had not believed the pro-
phet's promise at first, v. 16.

II. Tue HEeLrLess SERVANT—29.831. Gird
up thy loins. Bind the loose flowing garment
worn in the East, round the waist, in readiness for a
journey. Salute him not. There wes no time to
lose, and Eastern salutations take much time. Ly
my steff on the face of the child? Eiishadid not
expect this to bring the child to dfe. He wished
to teach that the power to do thisis in God only, v.
33. Tle mothur of the chiid. Ier heart told her
whom to trust, The child is not awaked; not
alive, the result Elishaexpected.

JII. Tne PowErruvL PrOPHET.—32-38.
When Elisha was come. No onc else could do
hiswork. The child was dead ; as the mother
had jmplicd without saving it, v, 25, Shut the

0)‘.
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door;-to prevent interruption, Prayed unto the
Loxrd; thus, first, for without it nothing clse will
avail. Lay upon the child ; like Elijah, 1 Kgs. 17:
21. Hcused means, as well ag prayed. Flesh .
waxed warm. He had produced some effect.
Walked . . to and fro; doubtless pleading eurn-
estly with God all the while. Stretched Limself
upon him ; repeating his fcrmer action. The
child sneezed ; showing that he had recovered the
powerof breathing. Opened his eyes ; came fully
back to life. Faith has triumphed. Vs. 36,87 de
scribe the giving back of the child to the Shunammite,
her gratitude tu Elisha, shown in the usual Eastern
fashion by falling at his feet and bowing to the
ground ; and her joy in the child once more dlive,

DAILY READINGS

M. — Giveu to hospitality,” 2 Kings 4: 824, T.—
Elisha and th: Shunammite, 2 Kings 4: 25-37. W.—
Another trinl and deliverance, 2 Kings 8: 1-6. Th.—
A widow’s son raised, Luke 7: 11-17. F.—Adaughter
restored, Luke 8: 41-56. S.—Preise for deliverance,
Ps. 116, 'S.—Christ our life, John 11 : 18-27.

T.esson Hymns—Book of Praise, 148; 319; S (Ps.
Sel.) ; 191; 576 (ffom PRIMARY QUARTERLY) ; 338,

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 45, Which s the first
commandment? A, The first commandment is, Thou
shalt have no other gods before me,

Ques, 48. What is required in the first commandment ?
A. The first commandment requireth us to know and
acknowledge God to be the only true God, and aur
God ; and to worshipand glorify him accordingly.

Prove from Scripture—That the dead shall rise.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—For how long was Elisha prophet? Of
what family do we read inthe Lesson chapter ?

25, 26 Who came to Elisha? Where was he?
What sad thing had happened? Whom did Elisha
send to meet tho woman ? His question ? Her an-
swer?

27,28 Twdid the wemnan show her earnestness?
Who was Geatazi? What did he wish to do? What
did Elisha say ?

29-31 Whither was Gehazi sent? How did he
preparxe for the journey 7 What commands givex to
hin for the journcy? What was be to do with the
stnf? Had thisany effect? What Sad Elisha done?

382-37 “Wo whom did Elisha pray? What did he

thendo? The flrst signs of life in the child 2 ITow
did tl.e mother show her gratitude to Elisha for re-
storing her child?

Seulors and the Home Department—\Where
is Shunem ? What kindness had the Shunammite
woman shown to Elisha ?

25-28 What errand sent her now to Elisha? To
what offer does she refer? Of what does she com-
plain? What did David say when his chlld dxed!
(2Sam. 12:23,)

29.31 Explain Elisha's purpose in his command
to Gehazi 2 Where did the disciples of Jesus fail to
effecta enre 2 Why ? (Matt. 17 : 16, 19, 20.)

82-3'7 By whose power wasthe child raised to life
.What meansused? Where does our Lord c¢laim the
power to give life? (John 5:21.)

Seek-Further Questions—What three persons
did Jesus raise from the dead? What disciples of
Jesus were commanded to ‘‘salute no man by.the
way”'?

Topics for Brief Fapers—(To be ready on the
day of the Lesson)—1. Tell the whele story of Elisha
and the family at Shunem. 2. A mother s love.

THE LESSON IN LIFE

1. Do the children ever stop to think how much of
the joy and brightness of the hofe turns upon them?
A sick child,~—and the whole house is sad, A child
taken away,—and it is black nightall about.

2, It is & dark day, too, when a boy or girl does
wrong. Many « father or mother would sooner dic
than see the children go astray. ‘Is it well with
thechild?’ Then it is likely to be well with the
parents, The children have mostly in their hands
the happiness of the home.

8. To whom do we go in our troubles? To ‘those
who love God. Tc whom do they lead 1is? To God
Himself ; for it is only the Great Physician who can
heal sorrow.

‘* The healing of his seamless dress
Is by our beds of<pain
We touch him in life’s throng and press,
And we are whole again.”

4. Thrice better than Elisha's staff, was Elisha him-
seMf. Money for the poor and f16wers for the mourn-
ing will ot take the place of our personal presence
and sympathy ; and one touch of the hand is worth
more than a hundred messages of comfort, to those
who are.-in trouble,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS.

1. On what errand did the woman of Shunem come to Elisha ?

a3

What was Gehazi todo?  What success ?

3. What dil Elisha do?  With what resuit?
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108 Elisha and Naaman

Lesson 1V,

ELISHA AND NAAMAN

October 23, 1004

2 Kings5 : 1-14, Study vs. 1-19, Comnut 4?0 xlr};egbory vs. 10-14. Read the chipter, and Luke

GOLDEN TEXT—Eealme, O Loxrd, and I shall bohealed ; saveme, and X shall be saved.~Jer, 17 : 14,

1 Now Na'aman, captain of the host of the king of
Sy'ria, was o great man with his master, and honour-
able, because by him the Lorp had given 1 deliverance
unto Sy’'ria : he was also a mighty man 2in velour, but
he was & leper. )

2 And .hmeSy’rians had gone out 3 by companies, and
had brought away cuptive out of the land of Is'rael a
little maud; and she waited on Na'aman’s wife.

3 And she snid unto_her mistress, Would God my
lord were with the prophet that ésin Sama'ria 1 4 for he
would recover him of his leprosy.

4 And onc went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus
and thussnid the maid that s of the land of Is'rael. *

5 And the king of Sy’rin said, Go to, go, and I will
send a letter unto the king of Is'rael. And he de-
parted, and took with him ten talents of silver, and
six t,lt\ousaud preces of gold, and ten changes of rai-
ment. .

6 And he brought the letter to the king of Is'rael,
saying, sNow when this letter iscome.unto thee, be-
hold I have therewith sent Na‘aman my servant to
thee, that thou maycest recover him of his lgprosy.

7 And it came to pass, when the kiag of Is'rael had
read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am
I God. to kill and to make alive, that thisman doth
gend untome to recover a man of hisleprosy ? ¢ where-
fore consider, I pray you, and see how he sccketh a
quarrel against me. -

8 And it was so, when Eli'shathe man of God 7had
heard that the king of Is'tael had rent his clothes,
that he sent to the King, saying, Wherefore hast thou
rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he
shall know that there s o rrophet in‘ls'rael,

9 8o Nwaman came with his horses and with h'«
i %}m}:iot, and stood at the door of the house of
Sli'sha.

10 And Eli'sha sent a. messenger unto him, saying,

Go and wash in Jor'dan seven times, and thy flesh °

shall come, again to thee, and thou ghalt be clean.

11 But Na’aman was wroth, and went away, and
said, Behold, 1 thought, He will surcly come out to
me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his
God, and 9strike his band over. the place, and recover
the leper.

12 Arenot Aba'naand Phar par. 10rivers of Dafhas -
cus, better than all the waters of Ig'rael 2 may Inot
wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went
away in a rage.

13 And his servants came near, and spake untn
him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee
do some great thing, wouldst thou not have done 4t?
how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash,
and be clean?

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven
times in Jor'dan, according to the saying of the man
of God : and his flesh came again like unto the flesh
of a little child, and he was clean.

Revised Version—lvictory; 3of;sin bands; 4then would he; 5And now ; Sbut; ¥ Omit had; echariots;

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

9wave ; 10the rivers,

Time and Place—About 839 B.C.; Damascus, the
capital of Syria, & kingdom north-cast of Israel.

Connection—After two brief anccdotes of Elisha's
power following last Lesson (ch. 4 :38-44), we have
the longer narrative of Naaman's cure.

I. Waayan a1 HOME.—1, Naaman, captein
of the host; commander-in-chief of the army.
Xing of Syria; Benhadad by name. A great
man with his master ; his wisest counseilor and
bestgeneral. Honourable; highly esteemed. By
him the Lord (who cared for other nations as well
as Isracl) had given
deliverance unto
Syria. He had won his
honors by serving his

success. The deliver-
ance was from the pow-
erful empire of Assyria, -
whose armies had in-
vaded Syria. Mighty
man in valour;a brave .
soldier. A leper; the bitter drop in his cup of hap-
piness. Leprosy is incurable, and in its later stages
loathsome. It is slow in its progress, the average
duration in the East being 18)4 years. Lepers were
not separated from others in Syria as in Israel.

3,4. Syrians . . by companies; roving bands
of plunderers, who made inroads upon Isracl.
Brought away captive . . a little maid. Asin
native African wars to-day, the capture of slaves was
tae chief object of these marauding cxpeditions,
8he said . . Would God (Ohthat) my lord

A Group of Lepers

(Naaman) were with the prophet (Elisha, ch. 6:
82) . . in Samaria; the capital of Isracl. Ho
would recover him ; 80 kind and sopowerfulis he,
And one (perhaps Naaman himself ) told hislord;
the king.

II. Berore IsrAEL'S KING.—5.7. The king
said . . Go to, go. Nota moment was to be lost,
§0 eager was he for the cure of his valued servant.
A letter to the king of Israel ; supposing that, if
any one in Israel could indeed cure leprosy, the king
could command hisservices. He took with him.

It would have been re-
garded as rudeness to
seek a favor without first
presenting & gift. Ten
. talents of silver ..
six thousand pieces
of gold ; nearly $20,000
in silver and $£60,000 in
gold, all in bars, Ten
changes of raiment.
Clothes are still present-
ed as gifts of honor in the East. The king rent his
clothes; ingricf andfear. He seeketh a quarrel
against.me ; an excuse for inveding Israel.

III. BrrorE ISRAEL'S PROPRET.—8-10. Eli-
sha heard . . let him come to me. The king's
power, being human, could do nothing forthe leper;
the prophet's being from heaven, could cure him.
Nasman came with his chariots, (Rev. Ver.), o
pompous procession before Elisha's humble cottage.
Go and wash in Jordan seven times. This was
a command to test faith and humility, there Leing
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no healing power in the waters of Jordan. It way
twenty-live miles away,

IV, Ar ik JorDAN.—11-14. Noaman was
wroth § because Elisha had treated lum ke any
common man, and not like the greas lord that he was.
Behold I thought (read the whole verse). The
way described was the way of the sorcerers and
magicians., It would have been mnaking o great deal
of Naaman, But he must submitto God’s way. Axre
not Abana and Pharpar .. better? * Their
water was brighter, clearer and colder than that of
Jordan.” His servants . . spake unto him;
and he wisely followed their good counsel. He . .
dipped himself seven times in Jordan. Ifow
eagerly he would examine himself after each dipping!
The delay was a further test of his faith. His flesh
.. like . . the flesh of a little child ; even fairer
and fresher than is usual in a grown man. He was
clean. All the fonlness of the discase was gone. So
the precious blood of Jesus cleanses from sin, 1John
1:7.

DAILY READINGS

M.—Elisha and Naaman, 2 Kings 5:1-14. T.—
Gehazi's punishment, 2 Kings:5:15-27. \W.—The ten
lepers, Luke 17:11-19. Th=Christ’s touch, Mark
1:85-45. F.—“1 went and washed,” John 9:1-11.
S.—Prayer for cleansing, Ps, 51:1-13; S.—Promisc of
cleansing, Jer. 33:1-9.

I.esson Hymns—Book of Praise, 152 151 ; 38 (Ps.
Sel.); 122; 554 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 126.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 4'7.— What is forbid-
den in the first commandment # A. The first command-
ment forbiddeth the denying, or not worshipping
and glorifying the true God as God, and our God;
and the giving of that worship and glory to any
other, which is due to him alone,

Prove from Scripture—That we nced cleansing
Jrom sin.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Juniors—Where was Syria? What its capital ?
1-4¢ Who was Naaman ? From what disease did he

suffer? What sort of disease is this? What captive
in his home ? Of whom did she tell her mistress?
What could hedo? Who told the king ?
5-7 To whom was Naaman sent? What did he
take with him? What did the king of Israel think ?
8-10 Who sent for Naaman? What did he tell
him to do? What promise did he give ?

11-14 How did Nazman feel? Whither did hein-
tend to go? What did his servants persuade him to
do? What was the result?

Seniors and the Home Department—\Where
was Damascus? What stories between the lost
Lesson and to-day’s?

1-4 What had Naaman done for hig country?
What cause of unhappiness had he? How does Isainh
describe the loathsomeness of sin? (Isa. 1 :3.6.)
Through whom did Naaman learn of a healer? XHow
had she been brought to Syria ?

5-7 Why was Naaman sent to the king of Israel?
From whom Jid David seek cleansing from sin? (Ps,
51:2)

§-10 Describe the purpose of Elisha's command.
Answer the question, ** What must I do to be saved?”
(Acts 16 : 31.)

11-14 Who induced Naaman to do the prophet's
biddix!g? What is God's promise about cleansing
from sin%® (Isa. 1:8.) What prophet speaks of a
fountain forsin and for uncleanness? (Zech. 13:1.)

Seek-Further Questions—When did lepers an-
nounce the deliverance of Samaria? Where do we
read of our Lord’s bealing ten lepers?

Topics for Brief Papers—(To be ready on the
day of tite Lesson)—1. What a child may do. 2. How
sin is cleansed.

THE LESSON IN LIFE

1, Great gates often swing on small hinges. The
tiniest tot can find something to do for the i1oving
Saviour,

2. Sometimes envy steals into our Leart as we look
at the rich and thegreat. Butif we knew their cuares
and sorrows, we might not be so ready to change
places with them. .

3. Prejudice aud pride that blind 4he eyes and stop
the ears! they nearly sent Naaman home without
#15 healing that was worth more to him than life.
And they still keep many & one away from Christ.

4. The prescriptions of the divine Physician are
simple. They seem almost ton easy. ¢ Ask!™
‘“Seek!" ¢ Knock!™ “Look1™ “QObey!" “Abide!”
Grace pour its blessings into the soul that just obeys.

5. Happy Naaman! We feel his joy across the cen-
turies. May he not rise in judgment against us, for
whom a greater prophet than Elisha prescribes, and
for whom a fountain more cleansing tha: the Jordan
is provided !

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Who was Naaman? What had he done?,........

2. What was his great need ?

L)

8. Tlow was he cured?,
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Lesson V.

ELISHA AT DOTHAN

October 30, 1904

2 Kings 6 : 8-23. Commit to memory vs. 15-17. Read 2 Kings, ch. 6,to 9; 13 : 14-21,
GOLDEN TEXT-—The angel of the Lord oncnmlgvg‘\ rt33\14nd7nbout them that foax him, and delivereth them.—
salm H

8 1 Then the king of Sy‘ris warred agrinst Is'racl,
and took counsel with his servants, saying, In such
and such o place shall be my ca.ap.

9 And the man of God sent unto the kingof Is'rael,
saying, Beware that thou pass not such a place; for
thither the Sy'riang 2are come down, i

10 And the king of 1s'rael sent to the place which
the man of God told him and warned him of, and
saved himseli there, not once nor twice.

11 3T'herefore the heartof the king of Sy*ria wassore
troubled for this thing ; and he called his servants,
and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of
us s for the king of Is'rael?

12 And one of his servants said, 4 Noue, my lord, O
king: but Eli’sha, the prophet that s in lsrael,
telleth the king of Is'rael the words that thou speak-
est in thy bedchamber.,

18 And he said, Go and $spy wherc heis, that T may
gend and fetch him. And it was told him, ‘saying,
Behold, ke is in Do'than,

14 ‘Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots,
and a great host : and they came by night, and com-
passed the city about.

15 And when the servant f the man of God was
risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host ¢eom-
Imssed the city both with horses ~ad chariots. And

1is servant said unto him, asas, my master! how
shall we do?

16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be
with us are 1ore than they thag d¢ with them.

17 And Eli‘sha prayed, and said, Lorb, I pray thee,

-open his eyes, that he may see. And the” Lorp

opened the eyes of the young man ; and hesaw : and,
behold, the mountain «was full of horses and chariots
of fire round about Eli’'sha., ’

18 And when they came down to him, Eli‘sha pray-
e unto the Lorp, and said, Smite this people, 1 pray
thee, ~ith blirdness. And he smote them with bfiud-
ness aceording to the word of Eli’sha.

19 And Eli'sha suid unto them, T'his 7s not the way,
neither @ this the city : follow me, and I will Uring
vou to the man whom ye seek, 7 But he led them to
Samn'rin.

20 And it came to pass, when they were come into
Sama ria, that Eli'slit said, Lok, vpen the eyes of
these men, that they maysee. _And the Lorb opened
their eves, and they sew; and, behold, they were in
the midst of Sama’rin,

21 And the king of Is'rael said unto Eli'sha, when
he saw them, My father, shall I smivz them ¢ shall L
smite them ?

22 And he answered, Thou shalt not smite them:
wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken
captive with thy sword and with thy bow? sct bread
and water before’them, that they may eat and drink,
and go to their mastd?.s .

23 And he prepared” great provision for them: and
when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away,
and the went to their master, 7So the bands of
Sy'ria cane no more into the land of Is’racl.

Revised Version—1Now; 2are coming; 3And; 4 Nay ; 5see; 6with horsesand chariots was round the

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

city ; 7 And.

Time and Place—In the latter part of the reign
of Jehoram, king of Israel, §57-882 5.C.; Dothan,
about ten miles north of samaria.

Connection—Again plundering bands of Syrians
invaded Israel. But their plaus were foiled by Elisha's
watehfulness.

I. Tue Parrior ProPHET.—8-10. The king
of Syria; Naaman’s master, Benhadad 11, s hing-
dom bordered on Isracel,
with no mountains or
river to separaie. War-
red against Israel;
inspite of Naaman's cure
by Israel'sprophet, The

A Syrian War Chariot '
king had a short memory for kindness. Took coun-
sel with his servants ; hischief officers, Insuch
» » & place . . my camp ; selecting a place 1o lie in
waitforthe Israclites, The man of God; Elisha, the
proptict. Sent unto the king of Israel. Elisha
waus much opposed to this ungodly king (eh. $: 13;
G: 32), but for his country’s sake he put aside his own

feclings, Beware . . pags not such a place; for
danger Jurks there. Thither the Syrians ; ready
to spring upon and capture any coming their way,
The king .. sent to the place; to sec if the warn-
ing were true. Saved himself there; finding in
every case that the prophet was correct Not once
ncr twice; but several times.

11, 12. The king of Syria was sore trou-
Wled; angry at his failure and perplexed about its
cause. Which of us is for the king of Israel ?
1Ie naturally thought that some one in his own camp
had betrayed him. Eligha . . telleth . . the words
that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. This
shrewd servant doubtless thought that one who could
cure a leper could also read the most sceret thoughts
of the king.

II. Tne DIsMAYED SERVANT.—18-15. Go
andspy whereheis, Strange thatthe kingdid not
think that the prophet might discover this plan also!
He is in Dothan; where Joscph tvas sold by his
brethren, Gen. 37:17.  Sent.. herses, and chari-
ots, and & great host (foot-soldiers); astrong force,
because the capture of Elisha was so important, and
becauseit was & dangerous task, Dothan being so near
Samaria, the capital of Isracl. Came by night; to
take the prophet by surprise. Compassed (sur-
rounded) the city; to make cscape impossible, His
servant (not Gehdzi, who was now 2 leper, ch.5: 27,
therefore had to live apart from others) sgid . . Alas
+-howshall wedo? Iec saw nothing but death
or capture to be sold asa slave,

II. Tue DiviNe DEFENCE.—16-18. Fear
not: for they . . with us, ete. Elisha wasas sure

)
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of God's protection as if he had seen the heavenly
ho.t surrounding him. XLord .. open his eyes.
The servant needed to see hig defenders. Then he
would be as fearless as Elisha, Mountain (the hill
oh which Dothan was situated) , . full of horses
and chariots of fire. God's forces for defending
His vrophettook the snme form asthe besieging army.
‘When they (the Syrian army) came down ; from
the rising ground opposite the nll of Dothan, ‘With
blindness ; not actual loss of sight, or they could
not have followead Elisha, but confusion of vision,

19-23. T'his is not the way ; to find Elisha, I
will bring you to the man. Elisha kept his word,
hut his enemies found him in Samaria. v here they
could not take him captive. Open the eyes of
thesemen ; tosee themselves in the powerof Israel's
king. The kingdesires toslay them, This Elisha pee-
vents. At his command they are fo  and sent Lack
to their own land.

DAILY READINGS

. ®
M.—Elisha at Dothan, 2 King's 6: 8-23. T.—The cir-

cling arm, Ps. 125, W.—Confidence in God, Ps, 27,
Th.— A safe refuge, Ps. 91, F.—God with us, 2 Chron.
32:1-8. S.—Who against us? Rom. 8:24-32. S.—
Fearless trust, Ps. 118:1-14.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 273 ; 203 ; 65(Ds..

Sel.); 278 ; 278 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY) ; 320.

Shorter Catechism — Ques. 48. What are e
specially taught by these words [beforenc) in the first com-
manament ¢ A. These words [b¢fore me] in the first
commandment teach us, That God, who sceth all
things, taketh notice ()f'. and is much displeased with,
the sin of having any other God. .

Prove ffom Scripture—ihat e Lord prolects His
people.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
Juniors—By whom wasthe lar.  of Tsrael invaded?
8.10 What king ismentioned here? Against whom
did he e war? Why was this ungrateful 2 Who
discovered the Syrians’ plans? To whom did o tell
them?

11,12 Why was the king troubled? 4that did he
ask? Theanswer?

18-15 Where was Elisha Jiving? Who were sent

to capture him? Who was greatly of aid?

16-23 Why was Elisha not afraid? What did he
ask for his servant? Tell what the servant saw.
Whither was ths Syrian army led ?

Seniors and the Home Department—Where
is Dothan? What eventinthe life of Joseph occurred
at this plnce? Give thereference to aSyrianinvasion
in last Lesson,

8-12 Who was king of Israel now? How did
Elisha regard him? Why did the prophet send him
information? How should we feel toward our coun-
try? (Ps. 137:5.6.)

18-15 Why was so large n ivrco sent to capture
Elisha? Who were ‘'sent to take Jesus prisoner?
(Mark 14 : 43.)

16-18 How wcere the Syriang bronght into the
power of Elisha? Ixplain his promise, v. 19, De-
seribe the treatiment of the Syrians, Which disciple
did our Lord rebuke for violence? (John18: 11.)

Seek - Further AQuestions—Where did our
Lord refuse to ask f angels to protect Him ¢ What
disciples had theirse s *“holden * foratime?

Topics for Bri Papers—(To be ready on the
day of the lesson.) |, Elisha, a true patriot. 2. God’s
protection of hisf  1ful servants.

THE LESSON IN LIFE

1. The good Christian is a good citizen. His coun-
try's honor is dear to him. With veice aud vote he
fights the evils that injure its lfe. Its welfare has a
large plucﬁ in his plans. . .

2. There is One who knows the very thoughts and
intents of our hearts. The old negro melody brings
comfort to the honest Christian, but dismay to the
evil-minded and the hypocrite ¢

¢« Ue hears all you say,
He sees all you do,
My Lord iceps writing all the time.”

3. Ouce a maun of God fleeing from his perseeutors,
took refugein a cave. Immediately a spider began
to spin its web over the entrance. Sceiug this, the
pursuers did not look within. The saint, when he
came out, said : *Where God is, a spider’s web is as
a well; where Heisnot, a walllsasa spider's web,”

4. Take up the debate of the king and the prophet,
*Which is the greater conquerorIove or the Sword.”
Leave the Bible out because that settles it ; but call
on experience, observation, and history for proof,
aud sec if the prophet does not.get the verdict.

6. Falth is asixth sense. It makes G- J and heaven
real to us. By it we behold Jesus Christ, our Elder
Brother, walking at our side. And like our outward
sens | faith is strengthened by exercise.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How did Elisha defeat the plans of the Syrians? . .. .

.
At what was the servani terrified?

)

cavepe ae s eesiees seie s sesweimens te S0 enens

3. How 1as his terror removed ? ... .
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112 Joash The Boy King

Lesson V1.

JOASH THE BOY KING

November 6, 1904

2 Kings 11 : 1-16. Commit to memory vs, 10-12. Read 2 Kings 10 : 11.
GULDEN TEXT—When tho rightcous arein authority, the people rejoice.~Prov, 29 : 2.

11 And when Athali'ah the mother of A'hazi‘ah
saw that her son. was dead, she arose and destroyed
ull the seed royal, .

2 But Jeho'sheba, the daughter of king Jo’ram, sis-
ter of A’hazi uh, took Jo'ash theson of A hazi'sh, and
stole him 2from amony the king’s sant swhich were
slain ; and they hid him, ever bim and his nurse, in
t:xei bedchamber 4 from Ath'ali’ab, so that he was not
slain,

3 And he wag with her hid in the house of the
ILO':iU six years, And Ath'ali‘ah did reign over the

and.

4 And the seventh year Jehoi'ada sent and fetched
the srulergover hundreds, 6 with the captaingand the
guard, and brought them to him into the house of
the Loy, and made & covenant with them, and took
an oath of them in the house of the Lorp, and
shewed them the king’s son. . ;

5 And he commanded them, seying, This is the
thing that ye shall do; A third partof youthat “enter
in on the sabbhath shall 8even be keepersof thewatch
of the king’s house;

8 Anda third part shall be at the gate of Sur; and a
third part at the gate behind the guard : so shall ye
lé'cep the wateh of the house, 9 that it be not broken

own,

7 And 10two parts of all vou that go forth on the
sabbath, 1leven they shall keep the wateh of the
house of the LorD about the king,

8 And ye shall compass the king round about,
every man with his weapons in his hand : and he
that cometh within the 12ranges, let him be slain;
and be ye with the king 13as he goethout and 13as he
cometh in.

0 And the captains over the hundreds did accord-
ing to all things that Jehol’ada the priest commanded ;
and they took every man his men 14that were to,
come inn on the sabbath, with 16 them that should go
out on the sabbath, and came to Jehol’ada the priest.

10 And 16to the captaing over hundreds did the
priest give king Da’vid's spears and shields, that
werein the temple of the LORD,

11 And the guard stood, everyman with his weapons
in his hand, 17round about the king, from the right
corner of the temple to the left corner of the temple,
along by the altar and the temple.

1218 And he brought forth the king’sson, and put
the crown upon him, and gave himn the testimony ; and
they made him king, and anvinted him; and they
clapped their hands, and said, God save the king.

13 Andwhen Ath'ali’ah heard thenoise of the guard
and of the people, she came to the people into the
19templeof the Lorp.

14 20 And when she looked, behold, the king stood
by 21 pillar, as the manner was, and the sprinces
and the 22trumpeters by the king, and all the people

®of the 1and rejuiced, and blew wiith trumpets : 23and

Ath'ali‘ah rent her clothes, and cried, Treason,
Treason,

15 24 But Jehoi’ada the priest commanded the cap-
tains of the hundreds, 23 the officers of the host, and
said untothem, Have her forth 26 without the ranges:
and him that followeth her 27 kill with the sword.
Tor the Priesb had said, Let her not be slain in the
house of the Lorp, )

16 28 And they laid hands on her; and she went by
the way 29by the which the horses came into the
king’s house : and there was she slain.,

Revised Version—! Now; 2away ; 3that were slain, even him and his nurse and put them; 4and they
hid him from Athaliah: 6 captaing; 6of the Carites and of the guard ; 7come; 8 Omiteven; 9and be a barrier;
10 the two companies of you, even all that go forth; 11 Omit even they ; 12ranks; 13when; 14those; 15those
that were to go out; 6 the priest delivered to the enptainsover hundreds the spears and shiclds that had been
king David’s, which were in the house of the Lord : 17from the right side of the house to the left side of the
house, along by the altar and the house, by the kg round about; 18Then he Lrought out ; 19 house ; 20 And
she looked. and, behold : 2tthe; 22truinpets; 23 Then; 24 And ; 25that were set over; 26 between the ranks;
27glay ; 28 So they made way for her; 29 of the horses' entry to.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—S878 B.C.; Jerusalem, the capital
of Judah.

Connection—Athaliah, the daughter of the wick-
ed Abhab and the wicked and cruel Jezebel, was the
real ruler of Judah during tie reign of her husband
Jehoram (ch. 8: 15) and her son Ahaziah, 2 Chron,
22:3. Her hellish scheme to continue her rule and
how it was outwitted, the Lesson tells.

I. A SrLAUGHTER.—1. Athaliah; the wicked
daughter of a wicked mother, and unwarned by that
mother's terrible fate (see ch. 9:30-37). Mother of
Ahsaziah (see Connection). A woman, she cruelly
shed innocent blood; a xother, she slew without
pity her own grandchildren. That her son was
dead. He wasslain by Jehu's soldiers, ch, 10 : 27, 28,
Arose and destroyed. The two verbs mcan de-
stroyed eagerly, with vim. All the seed royal;
all the (rale) members of the rgyal family left after
the destruction wrought by Jehu, ch, 10 : 4.

II. A Rrscuk.—2, 8. Jehosheba . . (hali)
sister of Ahaziah ; and therefore aunt of Joash.
“A woman's ruthlessness was outwitted by a woman’s
cunning.” Took Joash: an infant of & year old.
Hid khim . yin the bed-chamber 3§ a room in the
royal palace i$ meant, where beds and couches were
stored away, not asleeping rcom. He wasg hid in
the house of the Lord. Jchosheba (sce below)
was wife of Jeholada, the high priest, and child and

.nurse were taken, as soon as was safe, to one of the

* wickedness,

many chambers in the temple,
used as wardrobes or dwell-
ing-rooms. Here the
young prince remained
sixyears. Athaliah
did reign; a reign
among the blackest in
history for

I1I. APror. @ ik

—4. The sev- !
enth year; of

Joash's age.

Jehoiada; the

high priest, and hus-
band of Jehosheba, 2
Chron. 22 : 11. -Sent
and fetched the cap-
tains over hundreds
(Rev. Ver.). * There were
five companies of & hun-
grcd in the royal body-
guard (2 Chron. 23:1) made
up of the Carites (prob-
ably ‘* executioners ) and
of the guard (“run-
ners"), Rev. Ver. Made
u covenant with them;
for the restoration of the

**The king B8t00u D
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young king, Took an oath; of sccrecy. Showed
them the king’s son ; Joash, their rightful ruler.
5-11. The following arrangement was made: On
an appointed Sabbath, when the pecple would be
assembled at the temple (v. 13), one of the companies
was to guard the royal palace, to prevent the queen's
leaving it; asceonc tostand at the palace gate called
Sur; athird at the gate behind the guard; that
is, on the side of the palace towards the temple, to
prevent an attack from the palace on the temple;
and the two remaining companies were to wateh the
temple and protect the king, slaying any one who
tried to break through the ranges (Rev. Ver,
“ranks’). Tothe captains over hundreds were
given spears and shields laid up by King David.

IV. A CorONATION.—12.16. Brought forth
the king’s son; into the temple court. Put the
crown on him; aband of gold, plain, or set with
jewels, fastened behind with a ribbon. Gave him
the testimony; God's holy law, the rule for kings
as well as subjects, Anointed him. See 2 Chron.
23:11, and compare 1 Kgs. 1:39. They (the as-
scmbled people) said, God save the king (liter-
ally, “Let the king live!"); the usual greetingtoa
new king. Athaliah heard . . came . . looked
. . rent her clothes (in rage), and cried, Trea-
son, Treason. Treason to such a traitress! Then
follows the story of her death, not in the temple, but
in the statles of her own palace.

. DAILY READINGS

M.—Ahaziah’s short reign, 2 Chron, 22:1-9. T.—
Joash, the boy king, 2 Kgs. 11:1-12, W.—Joash, the
boy king, 2 Kgs. 11:13-21.  Th.—King Josiah, 2 Chron,
34:1-7. F.—Idol aitars to be destroyed, Deut. 12: 1-7.
8. =Just ruling, 2 Sam,
exalteth, Prov. 14: 27-35,

esson Hymns—Book of Praise, 804; 298; 52
(Ps. Sel.): 301; 69 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 297.

Shorter Catechism — Ques. 49. Which is the
second commandment? A. The second commaudment
is, Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,
orany likeness of any thing that is in heaven above,
orthatis in the earth beneath, or that igin the water
under the'earth : thou shalt not bow down thyself to
thein, nor servethem : for 1 the Lord thy God am a
jenlous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children unto the third and fourth generation of
them that hate me; and showing mercy unto thou-
sands of .them that love me, and keep my command-
ments,

Prove from Scripture-—That Christians should
honor the king.

FOR FURTHER STUDY ~
Juniors—1-3 Whose daughter was Athaliah?

23: 1-7. S.—Righteousness

What was her husband's name? Herson's? What
wicked deed did Athalinh do? Who was saved from
the slaughter? By whom? Where was he hid at
first?  Afterwards? How long hid in the temple?

4-11 Who laid & plot to make Joash king? \Whose
helpdid he seek? 1Iow many companies of soldiers
were there? Where was the first placed? The
second ? Thethird? The remaining two?

12-16 Where were the people assembled? Who
brought Jonsh out to them? What was to be the rule
of hiy life? How did the people greet him? What
happened to Athaliah ?

Seniors and the Home Department—~Whose
evil example did Athaliah fullow? During what two
reigns was she the real ruler of Judah ?  What means
did she take to retain her power?

1.8 By whom was Athaliah’s evil purpose thwart-
ed? Who sought to slay the infant Swviour? (Matt.
1:16.) What is said of the weapons used against
God’s people ? (Isa. 64 :17.)

4-11 Who was Jehoiada? How many classes of
soldierswerein theguard? Describe Jehoinda's plan.
When did Paul plan his deliverance? (Acts 22:17.)

12-18 Describe the coronation of Joash. Whose
law was he to obey? What is the law called? (Ds.
119:105.)

Seek - Further Questions— Through whose
quick-wittedness wag the babe Moses saved? Who
interfered to save the life of the infant Jesus?

Topics for Brief Papers—1. Joash’s first seven
years. 2. Evil doers and doom.

THE LESSON IN LIFE

1. Every child isborn a king. 1lis kingdom is his
heart. Ilis subjects are his desires and passions., It
is for himself to choose what kind of king he will be.

2. Oneis not necegsarily bad because there have
been bad people among his ancestors. Blood, of
course, tells, bad, as well as good ; but guod counsel-
lors and the grace of God can.redeem even.the most
unpromising life.

3. ** Heart of Bruce, I follow thee ordie 1’ In this
spirit of Douglas, Jehoiada Lrought forth ' the spears
and shiclds of David." Let the heroie struggle of a
brave ancestry nerve us to fight bravely our battles!

4. **God save the King!™ The national anthem is
o solemn prayer. The fate of the King and of the
kingdom is in the hands of God.

5. Tho sleuths of retribution may at times seem
slow in finding the trail. They come up at last,
Athalizh reaped the harvest of blood she had sown,

TOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Why was the life of Jeash in danger?

LR

2. In what way was he saved ?

3. When, how.and under whose leadership, was he made king... . ... .. .
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114 Joash Repairs the Temple

Lessen VIIL

JOASH REPAIRS THE TEMPLE

November 13, 1904

2 Kings 12 ;: 4-15. Commit to memory vs. 9-12. Read 2 Kings chs. 12 to 15.
GOLDEN TEXT—~We will not forsake the house of our God.—Neh, 10 : 39,

4 And Jeho'ash said to the priests, All the money
of the 1dedicated things that is brought into the
house of the LOoRD, 2 ¢ven the money of every one that
passeth the account, the money that every man is set
at, and all the muney that $cometh into any man'’s
heart to bring into the house of the Lorp,

6 Let the pricsts take it to them. every man 4 of his
acquaintance : and & let them repair the breaches of
the hrouse, wheresoever any breach shall he found.

8 But it was so, that in the three and i entieth year
of king Jeho’ash the priests had not repaireac the
brenches of the house,

7 Then king Jeho'ash called for Jehof’'ada the
priest, and 6the other priests, and said unto them,
Why repair ye not the breaches of the house? now
therefore 7receive no more money 4 of your acquaint-
ance, but deliver it for the breaches of the house.

8 And the priests consented 8to receive no more
money of the people, neither to repair the breaches
of the house, ¢

9 But Jehoi‘ada the priest took a chest, and bored
a holein the lid of it, and set it beside the altar, on
the right side as one cometh into the house of the
LoRD: and the priests that kept the door put therein

rlx‘ll the money that was brought into the house of the
ORD.

10 And it was so, when they saw that there was
much money in the ches, that the king's scribe and
the high priest came up, and they put up in bags, and
?ld the money that was found in the house of the

OKD,

11 And they gave the money, 9 being told, into the
hands of them that did the work, that had the over-
sight of the house of the Lokrp: and they 10)aid it out
to the carpenters and 11 builders, that wrought upon
the house of the Lorp,

12 And to lmasons, and M hewers of stone, and
12to buy timber and 13hewed stone to repair the
breaches of the house of the Lorp, and for all that
was laid out for the house to repaira.

13 M Howbeit there were not made for the house of
the Lonp bowls of silver, snuflers, basons, trum-
pets, any vessels of gold, or vessels of silver, of the
money that was brought into the house of the Lorp:

14 16But they gave that to }ithe workmen, and re-
paired therewith the house of the Lonrp,

15 Moreover they reckoned not with the men, into
whose hand they delivered the noney to 12be be-
stowed on t7workmen : for they dealt faithfully.

Revised Version—! hallowed; 2in current money, the money of the persons for whoin each man is
rated, and ; 3it; 4 from; & they shall repair: 6for: 7take; sthat they should take; 9that was weighed out;
1opaid ; 11the; 13 for buying; 13hewn ; 14 But; 15 cups; 16for; 17them that did the work; 18to give to.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—~About §56 B.C.; Jerusalem, the
capital of Judah.

Connection—At the coronation of Joash, Jehoiada
the high priest had pledged king and people to the
service of Jehovah (ch. 11: 17), and an onslarght was
made on Baal worship, v, 18. Joash was then a child
of seven, v.21. The Lesson of to-day begins, doubt-
less, some years later.

I. Tre Kixg’s CoMMAND.—4.6, Jehoash;
another form of Joash. Saidtothe priests ; taking
this step of his own accord (see 2 Chron. 24:4). He
had now grown tomanhood. The temple had suffered
greatly from the depredations of the wicked Athal-
iah’ssons, 2 Chron. 24:7. Money of the dedicat-
ed things (holy gifts) . . brought into the house
of the Lord ; the temple. The money was for the
provision of vessels and implements for temple
service. It came from three sources: (1) Money
of every one that passeth the account;
that is, numbered in the census, the half shekel (322
paid into the temple by every male Israelite on
attaining the age of twenty vears, Ex. 30:13. (2)
That every man is set at; the amount fixed
by law (Lev. 27 : 2-13) to be paid by those who had
made a vow to the Lord. That cometh into any
man’s heart to bring ; free will offerings. Lev.
22 :18-23; Deut, 16 : 10, state the nature and occa-
sions of such free will offerings. Let the priests
take it. Each priest was {o be a collector in the
place where he lived, as we are told in 2 Chron. 24 : 5.
Every man (pricst) of his acquaintance ; those
to whom he wasbest known. Repair the breach-
es ; the damage caused by long negleet, or by sueh
violence as that of Athaliah’ssons.

II. Tug Priesrs’ NEGLECT.—6.8. In the
three and twentieth year; when Joash was

thirty yearsold, ch. 11: 21. The priests had not
repaired. Their orders had been to ‘‘hasten the
matter,”” 2 Chron. 24: 5. They seem to have shown
little energy in gathering money., Probably only a
small amount had comee in, and this had likely been
applied to theirown support. Called for Jehoiada;
who, as high priest, had chief charge of the work,
He was now very old, which may account for the
Inck of energy shown. Why repair ye not? No
answer is given to the question. There was no
excuse to he made. Receive ye no more money.
They ere to make no more collections and be re-

A 8hekel belonging to 69 A, D. Ononesideisa
four-pillarcd temple, and the name in Hebrew of Simon,
then ruling in Jerusalem; on the other, the Hebrew for
“The Deliverance of Jerusalem,' with a bunchof branches
and a citron, referring to the harvest Feast of Tabernacles.

sponsible for no more repairs. A different method
was to be adopted. But deliver it ; allow it to be
delivered in a newway appointed by the king, who
now took the matter into his own hands.

II1. Tur Peorrr’s Girs.—9, 10. Took a
chest; at the king's command, 2 Chron. 2{:8.
Beside the altar . . right side; whereit could
be secn from the entrance. The altar spoken of was
the brazen sltar in the temple court, The priests
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put therein . . all the money. Thecomon peo-
ple were notallowed to enter the court in which the
cheststood. They handed their money to the priests
atthe gate. The king’s scribe (sccretary) and
the high priest . . put up in bags ; parcelled up
us it consisted of uncuined gould and silver. And
told the money ; counted it, as we should say,

IV Tue WoRKERS' FAITIFULNESS.—11-15.
Into the hands of them that did the work;
the architects or overseers in charge. They psid it
out, Rev. Ver.; from time to time, as the work pro-
ceeded, Carpenters . . builders . . masons ..
hewers of stone. The repairs must have been exten-
sive. Howbeit there were not made.. vessels;
that is, not until the repairs were completed. The
money left over was use 1for this purpose, 2 Chron. 24
14. They reckoned not. They could depend on
the honesty of these men.

DAILY READINGS

M.—Joash repairs the temple,2 Kings 12: 4-15. T.—
The atonement money; Ex. 30: 11-16, W.—Giving for
the *emple, 1 Chron. 29:1-9. Th.—Solomon's prayer,
1 Kings 8: 922:30. F.—A willing mind, 2 Cor. 8: 1-15.
S.—Love of God's house, Ps, 122, S.—Another ac-
count, 2 Chron, 24 :4-14. R

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 426; 232;98 (Ps.
Sel.): 285 573 (from PLIMARY QUARTERLY ) 427,

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 50, What 15 required
n the sccond commandment? A. The second command-

ment rcguircth the receiving, observing, and keeping
pure and entire, all such religious worship and ordin-
ances as God hath appointed in his word.

Prove irom Scripture—That we should love God's

house.
FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—To whose service were king and people
pledged? What onslaught v-asmade?

4.8 To whom did Joash give directions? Where
were they to collect money? For what was it to be
used? Who had injured tlie temple?

7, 8 Until what time had the priests charge of the
repairs? Forwhatwere the priests rebuked? Whom
did Joash consult? What command now given to
the priests?

9,10 Into what was the people’s money to be put?
Where was this placed? Who received the money ?
Why was this necessgry? What was then done with
the money ?

11-15 To whom was it.given? hat use did they:
make of it? Mention the workmen employed in the
templerepairs. What was provided with the money
left over? Where do we read of this?

Seniors and the Home Department-Give the
date of the Lusson, In what year of the reignof Joash ?
Who had pledged Joash to God's service ?

4.8 How did the king show his zeal for God's
house? Towhom were the temple yepairs entrusted ?
From what three sources were they to obtain money ?
What rule does Paul lay down for Christian giving ?
(1Cor.16:2.)

7,8 Why had the priests been dilatory about the
repairs? \Whonow took itinto hisown hands? What
parable of our Lord warns against neglecting to use
cur talents? (Matt. 25 « 11-30,)

9, 10 By whom was the chest provided ? Describe
its position ? In what spirit should we give ? (2 Cor,
9:7.)

11.15 In what form was the money? How was
its vulue reckoned ? What was the character of the
overseers 2 Whom should we scek to please in our
work? (Eph.6:6.)

Seek-Further Questions—Whose gift to the
temple did our Lord specially commend? What
should be the measure of our giving ?

Topics for Brief Papers—(To be ready on the
day of the Lesson)—1. Love for God’s-House. 2. Why
we should give.

THE LFSSON IN LIFE

1. A shack or a sod-house may serve as a place of
worship; 1ut when we ourselves live in beautiful
houses, it is not right that God’s house should remain
poor and neglected.

2. All young people should be imitators of the
young king, by becoming repairers of God’s house by
filling up the gaps which time makes in its member-
ship, its organizations and its revenues.

3. Joash wags the founder of the contribution-box.
Into this went voluntary gifis in addition tp regular
rates. Our Lord’s praise of the widow’s mite, aud of
the woman with the alabuster box, show how pre-
ciousin his sight are our special-heart-gifts.

4, Nothing is more wanted in young people than
the cultivation of executive, that ‘“all noble senti-
ment may be condensed for the driving of some
actual on-going.”’

5. The one who propuses & new and wise method
is like a navigator who discovers a safe course for the
ships of commerce in difficult and dangerous seas.

6. Never -count public money alone, and always
give a full and detailed account of its expenditure,
Business methods shou:d prevail in church finance.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Why was the temple in need of- repair?

2. What was the king’s first pian?

3. What plan did he finally adopt ?
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116 Isaiah’s Message to Judah

Lesson VIIL

ISATAH’S MESSAGE TO JUDAH

November 20, 1904

Isainh 1: 1-9, 16-20. Study vs. 1-20. Commit to memory vs. 18-20. Read Isaiah ch. 5.
GOLDEN TEXT--Qease todo ovil ; learn to do well,—Isaich 1: 18, 17.

1 The vision of Isai'ah the son of A‘mez, which he
saw concerning Ju'dah and Jerw'salem in the daysof
‘lilz;/g'n’h. Jo'thum, A’haz, and Hez'ekvah, kings of

u’‘dah.

2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O carth: for the
Lorp hath spoken, Ihave nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled against me,

3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass hismas-
ter's erib : dut Is rael doth not i;now, wy people doth
not cousider.

4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a
seed of evildoers, children that 1 are corrupters: they
have forsaken the Lorbp, they have 2 provcked the
Holy One of Is’rael 3uuto anger, and they are sgone
away backward.

5 Why 5should ve be sstricken any more? ye will
revolt more and more: the whole héad is sick, and
the whole heart faint.

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head
there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises,
and 7putrifying sores: they have not been closed,
neither bound up, neither mollified with sointment.

7 Your conntry is desolate, yvour efties are burned
with tire: your land, strangers devour it in your
preseuce, and it is desolate, as overthrown by stran-

CTS. - .

& 8 And the daughter of Zi‘on i3 left asa Scottage in
a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, asa
besleged city.

9 Except the LorDp of hosts had left unto us a very
small remnant, we should have been as Sod’om, and
we should have been like unto Gomor/rah.

16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil
of your doings from beforemine eyes; ceaseto do evil ;

17 Learn to 4o well: seek judgment, relieve the
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.

18 Cowmne now, and.let us reason together, saith the
Lorn: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow ; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool. N

19 If ye be willing =ud obedient, ye shall eat the
good of the land :

20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured
with the sword: for the mouth of the Lorp hath
spoken it

‘Revised Version—1deal corrupt!y: 2despised ; 3 Omit unto anger; destranged and gong backward;
swill; 6still stricken, that ye revolt ; < festering; 8soil; 2 booth.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—A time of some great invasion
of Judah by a foreign foe (vs. 7-9), either the Syrians
allied with the Northern Kingdom, Isracl, 735 B.C.
(2 Kgs. 16 : 5), or the Assyrians under Sennacherib,
701 B.C. #/1 Kgs. 13:17); Jerusalem, where Isaiah
chiefly prophesied.

Connection=
Isaiah, called of God
to be a prophet (ch. 6),
prophesied in Judah
during the reigns of
four kings, v. 1. The
date is later than that
of our last Lesson Ly
more than one hun-
dred years,

I. A Divine Ac-
CTSATION. — 1. The
vision ; this term
includes 211 Isaiah's
prophetic utterances,
colliected in the book
bearing hisname, The
prophets were called
“secers” (1 Sam. 9:9),
and hence his message
was called ** vision,”
(something seen.) Of
Isaiah; the most fam-
ous of the prophets
among the Hebrew
people in the cighth
century, B.C. The
son of Amoz; different from the prophet Amos.
Concerning Judah (ihe southern kingdom) and
Jerusalem (ils capital) ; concerning these first, but
because he, like the rest of God's prophets, saw the
heart of the matter, the greit underlying truth, he
speaks to all times as well, In the days, cte. Sco

Isniah

From DPainting by Sargent in
Public Library, Boston

Connection. Tt wasa period of more than forty vears.

2, 3. Hear,O heavens, and giveear, O earth.
The prophet has heard the Lord's word in secret.
Now he will speak it out sothat the whole world may
hear. The Lord hath spoken. A prophet means
a spokesman of God. Wourished and brought up
children. How tenderlyand wisely God had dealt
with His children, Israel, giving them » great place
among the uations! Theyhave rebelled; by their
(1) idolatry ; (2) immorality ; (3) rcjection of God's
prophets. Against me; in gpite of His love and
care. The ox.. the ass. . Israel..my people.
The stupidest animals on the farm know their owner
and master, but God's people do not see (know) and
will not stop to think (consider), that to Him they
belong, and that Iim they should serve.

I1. A DiviNe THREATENING.—4, The prophet,
now speaks, giving & sad picturg of thesinful people
and the doom that awaits them, Seed of evil-
doers ; an cvil-doing race. Corrapters: holding
false beliefs and living wicked lives. Forsaken the
Lord ; by oflering merely formal worship, not of the
heart. Despised (Rev. Ver.); by disobeying His
commands. The Holy One of Israel; Himsclf
holy, and the sanctifier of His people. Gone away
backward ; deliberately turned their back on God.

5-9. Why, ectc. 2 What folly to bring down still
heavier punishment by continuing in sin! Like a
body full of disease and wounds, the whole nation
from the lowest (the sole of the foot) to the high-
est (the head) is fuli of sin, vs. 5,6. For their sin,
the land’is being lrid waste by their foreign foe, v. 7.
(See Time and Place.) If they go on thus, soon the
daughter of Zion (the c¢itv of Jerusalem) shall
stand solitary in a dcsolate country, like a frail
boothina vineyard (Rev. Ver.), tobe used only for
a few weceks while the fruit wastipening, as o ghelter
for tho night watchers, or o Jodge for the samo pur-
pose in & cucumber feld. The city would de
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shut off asif besieged. Except .. a very small
remnant; but for the few godly men in Jerusalem,
‘We . .asSodom..like Gomorrah; the wicked
citiesdestroyed in Abraham’s time, Gen. 19 : 24, 25,

JII. A DiviNrk REQUIREMENT.—186. 17. The
people had mistakenly thought to please God by
formal worship, while their lives were wicked, vs. 10,
15. Wash you. Thefirstthing God requires of us
istoget rid of our sin. Leurn to do well; the
sccond thing. Seek judgment ; do justice and try
to get justice done. This and helping the helpless,
the orpressed . . the fatherless. . the widow,
are the things that God delights in,

IV. A Duvine INviraTION.—18.20. Let us
reason together. The Lord hasshown His people
theirsin. He now asks them if they can honestly
deny His clarges against them. But Hedoes not wish
tc deal with them in wrath. Iie offers them (1)
cleansing from theirsin, however deey. its stain, v. 185
(2) prosperity and happiness if they obey Him, v. 19.
Then e warns them of what wili happen if they
refuse His offer, v. 20.

DAILY READINGS

M.—Isaish’s messnge to Judah, Isa. 1:1-9. T.—
Isaiab’s message to Judak, Isa.1:10-20. W.—Surpris-
g folly, Jer. 2:1-13. Th.—Hope for the lost, Ezck.
3€:21-32. F.—With all the heart, Joel 2:12-20. S.—
The Lord will heal, Isa. 57: 13-21. S.—* Be yerecon-
ciled,” 2 Cor. 5:11-21.

Lesson Hymns—Bouk of Praise, 126, 123; 38 (Ps.
Sel.) ; 132; 217 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY) ; 151

Shorter Catechism —ucs. 51. What is furbidden
in the sccond commandment? A, The second com-
mandmert forbiddeth the worchipping of God by
images, or any other way not appointed in his word.

Prove from Scripture—That God Jforgives the
penilent. |

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—In which kingdon did Isaiah prophesy ¢
Durning the reigns of how many kings?

1-8 What were the prophets called 2 What name
given to their message? What does the Lurd liere
call His people? How had He treated them ? What
had they doncinrcturn? To what animals are they
likencd ? How did they show themselves more stupid
than thesc ?

4-9 Whom had the people forsaken ? Had the
whole nation sinned 2 Inwhet way was the country
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suffering ? For whose sake was Jerusalem kept from
being destroyed ?

18, 17 How had the people been trying to please
God? What two things did He require of themn ?

18-20 Could the people deny God's charges?
What did they deserve? What did He promise todo?

Seniors and the Home Department—What is
the time of the Lesson ? Who had invaded Judah?
Where is Isaial’s call described?

1-3 Who was Tsainh? Where did he live? How
long did he prophesy ¢ Where did our Lord preach
from his prophecies? (Luke 4:17.) What other
New Testament preacher used them? (Acts 8:26-10.)

4-9 Tlow is the completeness of Judah's revolt
expressed ? What is ** the wages of sin”’? (Rom. 6:
23.; Whatcity is compared to Sodom in the New
Testament ?  (Matt 11 :23.)

16, 17 How does God regard merely formal wor-
ship? (vs, 10-13,) In what way can we please Him?

18-20 Show that God is willing to pardon the
worst of sinners. (1 Tim. 1:15.)

Seek-Further Questions—Find passagesin Deu-
teronomy in which the heavens and the earth are
called upon. What definition of religion does James
give?

Topics for Brief Papers—(To be rcady on the
day of the Lesson)—1. The prophet, God'sspokesman,
2. God’s willingness to forgive sin.

THE LESSON IN LIFE

1. The Lesson chapter opens with what has been
called, “The Great Arraignment.” The great Je.
hovah summons His people before His judgment
seat, and bri}lgs home t¢ them their ingratitude and
impurity. But the chapter closes with the * Great
Salvation.” Sin is pointed out only that it may be
forgiven.

2. Semnacherib, 701 B.C.—Edward VII., 1904, A.D.
Tt is & fur cry from then till now, and there have been
many changes, but the same God rules over Britain
and Canada as over Judah, and disobedience of
Him is just as bad now, as long ago when Isaiah
prophesied.

3. True patriotisin i not merely of the lips, or
tongue, or Jungs. It is all right to show our
patrintisin by warving flags and singing songs and
celebiatiug holidays. But along with these things
and more important than them all, isit that weshould
live lives that will never bring dishonor on the land
of our birth or adoption.

. FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How did God's peoplc show ingratitude?

[N

. In what way were they punished?

3. What dil God offerthem? . oo

S—
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Lesson IX

WORLD’S TEMPERANCE SUNDAY

November 27, 1904

Isaiah 28 : 1-13. Commit to memory vs. 3, 4.
GOLDEN TEXT—Thev also have erred through wine, end through strong drink are outof the way,-—-18a.28: 7.

1 Woe to the crown of pride, 1to the drunkards of
Eph'raim, 2 whose glorious beauty s & inding flower,
which sare on the head of the fat «valleysof them
that are overcome with wine |

2 Belold, the Lorp hath a mighty and strong one
swhich as o tempest of heil eand a destroying storm,
as o itlood of mighty waters overflowing, shull 8 cast
down to the carth with the hand, 3

3 ‘T'he crown of pride, 9the drunkardg of Eph‘raim,
shall be trodden under * feet : .

4 And N the glorious beauty, which ison the head
of the fat valley, shall be t2a fading flower, and as the
13 hasty fruit before the summer; which when he that
looketh upon it seeth, while it is yetin his hand he
eateth it up, .

5 In that day shall the Loap of hosts be jora crown
of glory, and for & dindem of beauty, unto the residue
of his people. . )

6 And for a spirit of judgment to him thatsitteth
in judgment, and for strength to them that turn tithe
battle 13 to the gate. .

7 But 16they also have erred through wine, and
through strong drink are 17out of the way ; the priest

and the prophet have erred tarough strong drink,
they are swalluwed up of wine, they are 1Tout of the
way through strong drink; they err in  vision,
they stumble 7n judgment. .

8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so
that there is no place clean.

9 Whom 1#shall he teach knowledge? and whom
18shall he make to understand 19 doctrine? them that
are weaned from the mk, and drawn from the
breasts.

10 For 20 precept must be upon precept, preeept upon
precept; Jinge upon line, line upon line ; here alittle,
¢and there u little :

11 2t For with stammering lips and another tongue
will he speak to this people.

12 To whom he said, This 7s the rest 22wherewith ye
may cause the weary to 1est; and this isthe refresh-
ing : yet they would aot hear.

13 23 But the word of the Lorp was unto them pre-
cept upon preeept, precept upon precepi; line upon
line, hnte upon hne; here & httle, 6and there alittle ;
that they 24 might go, and fall backward, and be bro-
ken, aud snared, and taken,

Revised Version.—lof; 2and to the fading flower of his glorivus beauty ; 3is; 4 valley; 5 Omil which:
s Omit and ; 3tempest; 8 he; 90f; 10foot: 1t the fading fower of his glovious beauty ; 12 Omit a fading flower,
and; 13first ripe figg s 14 back ; 15at; 16these ; 1Tgone astray 3 18 will; 1 the message; them that are weaned
20 it is precept upon precept ; 2t Nay, but by men of strange lips and with another tongue: 22give ye restto
hin that is weary ; 23 Therefore shall the word of the Lord be unto them ; 24 may.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—725B.C.; Jerusalem.

Connection—Samaria, the capital of Israel, will
soon fall before the Assyrian invader (see v. 2),on
account of its sins, especially the drunkenness of its
people. Isniah sees the same vice practised in Judah,
the Southern kingdom, and warns the people against
the snme doom.

I. A Crowx Losr.—1. Woe. The prophet
sees Samarin's doom approaching, and sounds a note
of warning. To the crown of pride; that is,
Samaria, a city of great beauty, crowning a bill in
the midst of a fertile valley. It is called a *“pride-
crown,” that is, & crown of which they were proud.
The drunkards;: - sodden and stunned with wine."
Hard drinking was a crying sin of the age. (Sec
Amos6:6.). Of Ephraim; the Northern kingdom
or Israel, here named from its chief tribe. And to
the fading fower (Rev. Ver.). Samaria is likened
to a garland of flowers worn by drunken feasters.
The glorious beauty (Rev. Ver.j of this garland
would soon Iade, through the vices of the people.
On the head of the fat (fertile) valleys ; referring
to the situation of Samaria. Them that ars over-
come with wine. In the fight with drink the
drunkard has been beaten.

2-4. A mighty and strong one; Assyrin, the
most powerful nation of the time, and God's instru-
ment for punishing Isracl. A tempest of hail,
ete. The fearful foree of Assyria is likened to (1) o
hailstorm; (2) o furious wind; (3) & violent ilood.
Trodden undex feet: ns a flower is crushed by
thestorm. Four years later the people were carried
into captivity, 2 Kgs. 17: 6. The first xipe ig (Rev.
Ver.) ; afig which ripened in June, counted a great
Juxury, the proper fig season bling in August. While
it is yet in his hond,ctc. * Tosee, to suatch, to

swallow is the work of a moment, So greedily and
hastily and casily shall the Assyrians devour Sa-
maria ! "

II. A CrowN GAINED.—5, 6. In that day;
of terrible judgment on Samaria. The Lord of
hosts: strong to save, as to smite. A crown of
glory; as Samaria's crown should have been to it.
A diadem of beauty ; which shall not fade like
that of Sama-
ria, v. 1. The
residue; those
who remain
when the pride
and beauty of
the drunkards
have perished.
God will crown
the obedient
with the joy
and delight of
His presence.
For a spirit
of judgment.
He will inspire
than with a
spiritof justice.
That sitteth
in judgment;
that is, to ad-
minister the laws, Ps. 9:4. And for strength.
He will give them manly vigor and valor. That
turn the battle to the gate; of the enemy, carry-
ing the warinto histerritory.  Beauty, rightcousncss,
strength, form the crown gained by obeying God:

III. A Crowx DusrisEn.—8-13. But thoy
also; the people of Judab. Samaria is & mirror re-
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flecting their characterand doom, Even the priest
(sce Lev. 10 : 9) and the prophet, the religious
leaders of the people, are defiled with wine, Swal-
lowing wine they will svon be swallowed up of
wine in ruin. Err in vision ; not secing God's
will clearly. Stumble in judgment; give wrong
decisions, V.8 givesa revolting picture of drunken-
ness; ve. 9, 10 the moeking reply of the druuken rev-
cllers. The Hebrew words, short, abrupt, reiterated,
of v. 10, lend themselves to the mockery :—*' Ki tsav
In-tsav la-tsav, Qqav In.gav, la-quv; z'cir sham z'eir
sham. In vs. 11-13, Isniah warns them of the punish-
ment of their sin. They would not listen to God's
voice speaking in gentleness; He will now speak to
them through foreign conquerors.  His invitation to
rest they have not heeded ; now he will send conflict
and destruction.

DAILY READINGS

M.—World's temperance lesson, Isa, 28 : 113, T.—
The drunkard’s woe, Isu. 5.11-24, W,.—Revelry de-
nounced, Amos 6:1-7. Th.-The way to poverty,
Prov. 23,1523, F.—Not in the kingdom, Gal. 5: 13-26.
S,—Swift punishment, Matt, 21:42-51. S.—Wisc
walking, Eph. 5:6-21.

Lesson Hymns—DBook of Praise, 251 ; 217; 91 (Ps.
Scl); 256 530 528 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 216,

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 52.—1What are the
reasons annexed to the sccond commandment ! A, The
reasons annexed to the second commandment are,
10d's sovereignty over us, his propriety in ug,and the
zecal he hath to his own worship.

Prove from Scripture — That we should shun
strong drink.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—O0f which kingdom was Samaria the cap-
ital? Whom was Isaiah warning?

1 How isSamaria here described? On what was it
gitnated? By whatsurrounded? What was one great

‘sin of its people?

2.4 Whom was God to send against Samarin? To
what is their power likened? What was a * first ripe
fig"”? \Why so cagerly caten? Who would *“devour ™
Samaria ?

5, 8 What does the Lord promise to be to the obedi-
ent? What will He give to those who judge? To those
who fight? \What is the crown which Ifc gives?

8-13 Was there drunkenncessin Judah aswell asin
Isracl? What persons are specially named ? How 2did
the people of Judah receive the prophet's warning ?
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In what way had God spoken to them? How had
they received His message? Through whom would
e now speak ?

Seniors and the Home Department—Give
the date of the lesson, What event in the near future
referred to? The cause of this event? Who are
pointed to it asa warning?

1-4 Describe the pusition and appearance of Sam-
aria. Why is Isracl called Ephraim? When were its
people carried into captivity ? By whom? In what
city did Isaiah prophiesy 2 \Where and in what words
did Jesus lament its doom? (Matt. 25 : 37-39.)

5, 8 Explain *“that day*'; ‘the residue”” Con-
trast the “crown' spoken of here with that of
Ephraim. Where does Paul speak of the Christian's
crown? (1 Cor.9:25; 2Tim. 4:8.)

8-13 What use does the prophet make of Samaria’s
sin and doom? How was his warning received? The
fate of those who despise reproof? (Prov. 29:1.)

Seek-Further Questions—By what kiug was
Samarnia built? How long did its siege by the As-
syrians last?

Topics for Brief Papers—(To be ready on the
day of the Lessou)—1. The effects of intemperance on
the nation, 2. The responsibility of Jeaders.

THE LESSON IN LIFE

1. What crown of gold set with jewcels is worth as
much as the crown of a noble manhood? ‘This is
offered to us. Shall we despise it, or lose it by sclf-
indulgence? Shall we not rather strive to gain it by
obedience to God's laws?

2. *Wine in, wit out.” The road of life is surely
perilous enough without adding to its danger, by
losing one's scli-control and befogging the judgment
through drink.

3. What shall he do who comes af:er the king? If
the priest and the prophet have fallen, then what
security is there for any man who tampers with the
glass? -

4. *Cham-pagne at night, but real pain in the
morning,” was Gough's sad pun on the joys of the
reveller.  In the poctic language of Isaiah, *his
glorious beauty is a fading flower.”

5. Impurity and intemperance go togetherlike the
Siamese twing. The bar-room is the breeding-place
of blasphemy and sensuality.

6. Mauny a ship has been lost, not because the cap-
.ain was drunk, but because he had been drinking,
and was not quite at his best when the crisis came.

. FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. What was the cause of Samaria’s downfall?, ...

2. What instrument did God use to destroy it?

3. Name some of the evil effects of using strong Arink......oeevveee mven. <.
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Lesson X.
2 Chronicles 29 : 18-31,

HEZEKIAH REOPENS THE TEMPLE
Study vs. 18-36. Commit to memory vs. 28-30. Read 2

December 4, 1904

Chronicles ¢hs, 29-31.
GOLDEN TEXT-Them that honour me I will honour.~1 Samuet 2 : 30,

18 Then they went in to Hez'ekiah the king, 1 and
said, We have cleansed all the house of the Lonb,
and the altar of burnt offering, with all the vessels
thereof, and the 2shewbread wble, with all the ves-
sels thereof,

1% Moreover all the vessels, which king A'haz in
his rejgn did cassaway 3in his transgression, have we
prepared snd swanctitied, and, behold, they are before
the altar of the LORD.

20 ‘Then Hez’eki’‘ah the king rose carly, and gath-
ered the 4 rulers of the city, and went up to the house
of the Lorp.

21 And they brought seven bullocks, and seven
rams, and seven Jambs, and seven he goats, for o sin
offering for the kingdom, and for the sanctuary, and
for Ju'dah. And he commanded the priests the sous
of Aa’ron to offer ¢tiem on the altarof the LORD.

22 So they killed the bullocks, and the priests re-
ceived the blood, and sprinkled 4 on thealtar: slike-
wise, when they had killed the rams, they sprinkled
the blood upon the altar: they killed also the lJambs,
and 6 they sprinkled the blood upon the altar,

23 And they brought < forth the he goats for the sin
offering before the king and the congregation ; and
they 1aid their hands upon them:

24 And the priests killed them, and they made 8re-
conciliation with their blood upon the aitar, to make
an atonement for all Is'rael : for the king commanded
that the burnt offering and the sin offering showld be
made for all Is'racl.

25 And he set the Le'vites in the house of the Lorp
with éymbals, with psalteries, and with harps, nceord-
ing tothe commandment of Da-vid, and of Gad the
king's scer, and Na thau the prophet: 9 for so wus the
commandment of the Lorw by his prophets.

26 And the Le'vites stood with the instruments of
Da’vid, and the priests with the trumpets.

27 And Hez’eki-ah commanded to offer the burnt
offering upon the altar. And when the burnt offering
began, the song of the LorbD began atso with the
trumpets, 10 and with_the 1t instruments ordamed by
Da'vid king of s rael.

25 And all the congregation worship{:cd. and the
singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded : and all this
continued until the burnt offering was finished

29 And when they had made an end of offering, the
king and all that were present with bim bowed
themselves, and worshipped.

30 Morcover Hez ekiah the king and the princes
commanded the Le'vites to sing 12praise unto the
Lorp with the words of Da’'vid, and_of A saph the
seer. And they sang praises with gladness, and they
bowed their heads and worshipped.

31 Then Hez'eki’ah answered and said, Now ye
have consecrated yourselves unto the Lorp, come
near and bring sacrifices and thank offerings into the
house of the Lorp. And the congregation brought
m sacrifices and thank offerings: and as many as
were of a 13{free heart burnt offerings.

Revised Version—1 within the palace; 2table of shewbrend. 3when he trespassed ; 4 princes: 6 And
they killed the lambs, and sprinkled ; 60mit they: Tnear: 8o sin offering ; 9for the commandment was of the
Lord ; 1otogether; 11 instruments of David ; 12 praises ; 13willing heart.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—Shortly after 726 B.C., the date
when Hezekiah began to reign ; Jerusalem.

Connection—Hezekiah, the fifth king of Judah
after Joash (Lesson VII.), in the very first year of his
reign (v. 3) set about cleansing the temple shut up by
Ahaz, his predecessor (ch.25: 2{) and restoring its
worship.

I. PrEPARA-
TION.—18,
18. They ; the
priests com-
manded to
cleanse the
temple, V. 5.
Went in to
Hezekiah; 10
report that tie
work scton foot
by him out of
A Sculpture. represcating the Table of Shew. loyalty to

bread and Trumpets, from the Arch of  Jehovah was

Titus, crected in Rome to cclebrate completed.
the fall of Jerusalem, 70 AD.

the house; a task lasting sixteen days (. 17),
cight to cleanse the courts and cight to cleanse
the temple itself. Altar of burnt offering 3
o platform of brass, thirty fcet square and fifteen
feet high, standing in the court before the temple
door, used for offering sacrifices. Vessels thereof;
ash-pang, shovels, basins for blood, flesh-hooks, fire
pans, Ex. 27: 3. Shewbread table; n tgble set iy

Cleansed ell .

the part of the temple called “the holy place,” on
which twelve loaves, a loaf for each tribe, were placed
every Sabbath, those removed being eaten by the
priests, Ex.25: 30; Lev. 24: 59. Vessels; dishes,
Ex.25:29. All the vessels . . which king
Ahaz.. did cast away. See ch. 28:21. We
have prepared and sanctified; cleansed and
sct apart anew to God's service.

II. SACRIFICE.—~20, 21. Hezekiak . . gath-
ered the rulers of the city; its chief citizens,
They must set an example to the rest. Brought . .
a sin offering. The sin offering taught that sin is
a dreadful thing, requiring blood to be shed before it
can be forgiven, and that it must be confessed and
forsaken. For the kingdom (thcking and rulers),
. . the sanctuaxy (the temple itself, which must
be pure, if the worship is to be acceptable) . . for
Judah (the whole people). They had all sinned,
Commanded . . the sons of Aaron to offer
them. These had been divinely appointed for this
duty, Ex, 25: 41,

22.24. Received . . sprinkled. The blood was
thus presented to God, and secured forgivencss for
the offerer. So the precions blood of Jesus obtains
pardon for us,1Johni: 7. Laid th"eir hands on
them. In so doing they confessed that they deserved
to dic for their sing, and offered *to God the animal's
life in place of theirown. IMade reconciliation;
removed God'sunger.  To make an atonement
to bring God and the sinuer together, taking away
the sin that separates them,  Burat-offering. in

-~




s

O RO T
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this the whole animal, and not the fat only, as in the
sim-offering (Lev. 4: 19) was burnt, It significd that
the offerer gave himself entirely to God. For all
Israel. Hezekinh thoughtof the Northern kingdom
as well as of Judah,

III. Pra1se.—25.81. Set the Levites; the
tribe specially charged with the care of the tabernacle
(Num. 4: 47) and its services, and afterwards of the
temple. With cymbals; much like ours. Psal-
teries; stringed instruments resembling a harp.
According to . . David; who had appointed an
orchestra for the temple service, 1 Chron. 16 : 4.
Gad . . Nathan ; prophets in David’s reign. They
represented God, =o that the temple worship had di-
vine as well as royal authority. The words of
David. Some of his psalms were sung. Asaph
the seer (prophet); also a writer of psalns, Ps, 50;
and 73 to 83. Bowed themselves (on their knees)
and worshipped (prostrated themselves) ; a lesson
in reverence. Consecrated yourselves; given
yourselves, as well as your offerings, to God. Thank
offerings ; outward expressions of heart-felt grati-
tude. Of a free (willing) heart. The burnt
offering specially indicated o “free heart”, because
it alone among the offerings was wholly consumed.

DAILY READINGS

M.—A good beginning, 2 Chron, 29:1.11. T.—
Hezekinh re-opens the temple, 2 Chron. 29:12-19,
W.—Hezekiah re-opens the temple, 2 Chron. 29 : 20-31.
Th.—The gin of Ahaz, 2 Chron. 25:22-27. I.—In-
vitation o worship, 2 Chron. 30.1-9. §.- Great joy,
2 Chron. 30 : 10-21. §.—A happy day. Ps. 84,

Lesson Hymns—DBook of Pruaise, 383; 386; &8 (Ps.
Sel.): 2385 489 (from PRrIMARY QUARTTkLY); 90,

Shorter Catechism—Qu¢s. 53. Which 1s the third
commandment?  A. The third commandment is, Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain:
for the Lord will not hold him guiltléss that taketh
his name in vain,

Ques. 54. What is required in the third command-
ment? M. The third commandment requireth the
holy and reverent usc of God's names, titles, atiri-
butes, ordinances, word, and works. .

Prove from Scripture—Zhat there is gladness in
God's service. .

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—How many kings of Judah between
Joash and Hezekiah? In what ycaf of hig reign did
Hazekinh set about cleansing the temple ?

18, 19 What did the priests report to Hezckiah?
How long had their work taken them? What wasthe
« altar of burntofiering ’? The ** table of shewbrend "'?
What is it ** to sanctify "?

20, 21 What persons did the kinggather? Where-
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fore? What did they Wing? Who offered the saeri-
fices? I'or whomn was @ sin offerivg required ¢ \Why?

22-24 What did the sprinkling of the blood mean?
What didit sceure? Whose blood has been shed for
us? Difference between the burnt and sin offering?

25.31 How did the worshippers show their joy?
Their reverence ?

Seniors and the Home Department—Over
which kingdom did Hezekizh rule? When did his
reign begin? Which king had closed the temple?

18, 19 Whatwork had the priestsdone? At whose
bidding? Where was the ‘““altar of burnt offering '*?
The *“table of shewbread”? What is sanctification ?
(S. Catechism, Ques. 35.)

20-24: For what classes was a sin offering hrought ?
Show that all men have sinned (Rom. 3 :23). Why
are sin offerings no longer made? (1leb. 9:28,)

25-31 What tribe had charge of the temple? By
whom had an orchestra been appointed? What is the
most important thing in praise? (Eph.5:19; Col. 3:
16.) Which offering specially signified consecration?

Seek-Further Questions—Where do we read of
Christ’s * cleansing of the temple”? WhatdoesIsaiah
call God’s house?

Topics for Brief Papers (To beready on the day
of the Lesson)—1. The great sacrifice for sin. 2
Praise a part of true worship,

THE LESSON IN LIFE
1. We must cleanse the temnple before God will come
in, We must make ready the guest el.amber before
the arrival of the Guest. Unless we put sin away, the
Lord will not hear us.

2 ¢t Break your birth’s invidious bar,
And breast the blows of sad mischance,
And grapple with your evil star.”

Show the spirit cf the young Hezekiah, who set to
work manfully to undo the results of his father’s
wicked reign.

8. A farmer who sowed and reaped on the Sabbath,
and who had a good crop, asked a minister to explain,
Al I have to say," was the reply, *“is that the Lord
doesn't settle his accounts-on the first of October.”

4. What about your sin offering? Do you intend to
make one, or to rccept one? Sowme one must bear the
penalty of your sin, yourself or another.

5. When therc is & revival of religion, the temple of
the soul resounds with song. The despondent gdis-
ciples saw the risen Lord ; and wereglad. Then open
wide the shutters, and feel the glory of that presence,
*whose music is the gladness of the world.”

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What persons did Hezckiah command to cleanse the temple?,

[

. Of what two parts did the re-opening service consist 2

2]

. What does the sin offering teach us?  The burnt offering ?
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Lezson XL CAPTIVITY OF THE TEN TRIBES December 11, 1904

2 Kings 17 : 6-18. Commit to meory vs. 16-18. Read 2 Kings 16 : 1 to 18 : 12,
4 nory g
GOLDEN ‘LSXT—The face of tho Lord is against them that do evil.~1 Poter 3: 12,

6 In the ninth year of Iushe'a the king of Assy'ria
took Sama'rin, and carried Is'mel away 1 into Assy’ria,
and placed them in Ha’lah and in Ha/bor 20y tha
river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

7 3Y¥or so it was, that the children of Is'rnel had
ginned against the Lorn their God, 4which had
brought them upout of theland of E'gypt, from under
the hand of Pha'taoh king of E’gypt, and had feared
other gods,

8 And walked iu thestatutes of the 5 heathen, whom
the LORD cast out fzom before the children o: Is' rael,
ang of the kings of Is‘racl, which they 4 had made,

9 And the children of Is'rael did secretly those
things that were not right against the Lorb their Ged,
and they built them high placesin all their cities,
from the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city.

10 And the{ set them up ¢images and 7groves in
every high hill, and under every green tree;

11 ‘And there they burnt incense in_all the high
places, as did the 5 heathen whom the Lonrp carried
away before them; and wrought wicked things to
provoke the LORD to anger: .

12 8 For they served idols, whercof the Lorp had
said unto them, Ye shall not do this thing.

13 Yet the Y.orD testified 9 against Is‘mel, and
9ggainst Ju'dah, 10by all the prophets, and by all the

 seers, saying, ‘Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep

my commandments and my statutes, according to nll )
thelaw which I commanded your fathers, and which
Isent to you 11 by my servants the prophets.

14 Not\yithsmndmtf'. they would not hear, buthard-
ened their 12necks, 1|§e to the neck of their fathers,
13 that did not believe in the Lorp their God.

15 And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant
that he made with their fathers, and hig testimonies
which he testified 9against them ; and they followed
vanity, and became vain, and went after the 6 heathen
that were round about them, conccming whom the
%.t:nu) had charged them, that they should not do like

em,

16 And they vleft all the commandments of the
Lonp their God, and mude them molten images, cven
two calves, and made 15a grove, and worshipped all
the host of heaven, and served Ba'al,

17 And they caused their sons and their daughters
to pass through the fire, and used divination and en-
chantments, and sold themselves to do 16evil in the
sight of the Lonb, to provoke him to anger.

18 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Is‘rael,
and remove<_them out of his sight: there was none
left but the tribe of Ju dah only.

Revised Version—1unto; 2on; 3 And it was so, because ; 4 Omit had ; Snations ; ¢pillars; 7Asherim
upon ; sand; 9 unto; 19by the hand of every prophet, and of e¢very seer; 11 by the hand of my servants ; 12neck;
13who belleved not ; 14 forsook ; 17an Asherah ; 16 that which was evil,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—Late in 722 B.C., or early in 721
B.C.; Samaria, the capital of Isracl.

Connection—~God had long before threatened
judgment upon his people if they should persist in

Israel had sinned. Theirsin had ripened into a
terrible harvest, Against the Lord their God
(read the whole verse). What black ingratitude it
describes! Feared (reverenced and worshipped)
L > other gods ; in spite

shis (for example, Lev. | -
2 : 33; Deut. 2 : 30). | ~ ("fﬁ
The time had now v? \?7.; &‘g =5

come. The judgment | 5 %_ “\,E_H ré...
came through Assyria ; e X2
and its armies; verses
1-4tell of the first stages c

of it, v. 5 of the three g 251
vears' siege of Samaria, é

the capital.
I. Carniev Car- 55

of the First Command-
ment,. Walked in
the statutes; follow-
ed the (religious) cus-
toms and observances.
Of the nations (Rev.
Ver.). Part of Israel’s
sinsand idolatries were
derived from the na-
tions who dwelt in

TIVE.— 1. In the
ninth year of Hoshea (king cf Israel); six years
after Hezekiah had become king of Judah. Hoshea
means **salvation,” yet in his reign the kingdom was
destroyed. Theking of Assyria; probably Sargon,
the successor of Shalmaneser who begar the siege,
v.3. Took Samaria. ‘‘Samaria’’; saysSurgon in
an inscription found in the great Jibrary rooms of his
palace at Khorsabad, “I besieged and captured ;
27,290 of its inhabitants I carricd away ; fiity chariots
I collected from them; the rest I allowed to keep
theirpraperty. " Carried Israel. . into Assyria;
from 1300-600 B.C. the leading power in the East.
Halah ; probably not far from Iabor. Habor by
(on) the river of Gozan ; n horthern tributary of
the Euphrates, o little south of the Iatitude of Aatioch
in Syrin. Cities of the Medes ; a region south-
west of the Caspian Sea and including the modern
Persia.

II. Because oF DISOBEDIENCE—7Y, §. For

The Assault on tho City

Canaan when they
came to it from Egypt. Whom the Lord cast
out (from their land) ; because of the very sins Israel
Ladimitated, Lev. 1S: 24,25, And of the kings
of Israel. Aunother part of Israel’s sins could be
traced to their kings, likeJeroboam (1 Kgs. 121 28, 29),
and Ahad, 1 Kgs. 16: 31. (See also v. 16.)

8-12. Did secretly. Evil-doers hate the light,
John 3: 20. Israel pretended to be worshipping God,
while they really worshipped idols. Now follows a
list of their sins. Built high places; mounds for
sacrifice.  God had appointed onctempleand onealtar,
Deut. 12: 14. From the tower of the watch-
man (a solitary place for keeping guard over flocks
and herds) to the fenced cities; as we mightsay,
in country and town. Set up pillars (Rev. Ver.);
used in the worship of Baal. Asherim (Rev. Ver.);
images of the vile goddess, Ashtoreth. Burned in-
cenre; an emblemof prayer. They served idols;
like Jeroboam's calves. The Lord had said (in
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the First and Second Commandments) . . ye shall
not. They had sinned with full knowledge of God’s
will,

ITI. ArrER WARNINGS.—13-15. The Lord
tostified. By loving invitations and solemn warn-
ings the Lord showed IIis eagerness to bless, His un-
willingnessto punish. By prophets, and. . seers;
men who spoke for God. Turn ye. The back to-
wards sin, the face God-wards, this is the repentance
that brings blessing. They wouldnot hear, God's
loving words fell onheedlessears. Hardened their
necks ; like oxen setting their necks obstinately in
the way they are bound to go. Rejected. They
had not held to the covenant of Sinai, Ex.19: 58.
Followed vanity (*‘nothingness®, a fit name for
the idols which could give no help), and became
vain (! weak,” “ helpless ). Sin saps strength.

16-18. Left . . the Lord their God. Tn for-
saking the true Gol they opened the door for the
Julse gods. The chargesof vs. 7-12 are now repeated
with thrée additions: (1) Worshipped . . the
host of heaven ; thestars. Star worship had prob-
ably been brought in from Assyriaand Babylon. (2)
Caused .. sons . . daughters . . to pass
through the fire ; burnt thev: as an act of worship
to the heathen God, Moloch, 2 Chron, 28:3. (8)
Used divination and enchantments; secking
by magic to know future events, forbidden in Deut,
18: 10, 11. Sold themselves, Sin is the worst
kind of slavery. The Lord was very angry;
with glowing hatred of evil. Rewmoved; sent them
into a captivity, with no return (see v. 23),

DAILY READINGS

M.—Captivity of the ten tribes, 2 Iings 17: 1-12.
T.—Captivity of the ten tribes, 2 Kings 17:13-23.
W.-.Solemn warning, Deut. 30:11-20. Th.—Judg-
ments, Isa, 9:8-17. IF.—Result of disobedience, Prov.
1:20-33. S.—A greater sin, Heb, 10: 2331, S.—** Ex-
cept ye repent,” Luke 13: 1-10. .

Legsson Hymns~Book of Praise, 120: 144; 100
(Ps. Sel.); 77: 5%6 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 127,
. Shorter Catechism~ Ques. 55. What is forbidden
in the Uurd commandment # A. The third command-
ment forbiddeth all profaning or abusing of any
thing whereby God makes himeself known.

Prove from Scripture —That sin will be punished.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—\What was Samarin? By what people
was it captured ? How long had the siege lasted ?

6 Who wasking of Isracl at the time of the Lesson ?
What king of Assyria took Samaria? Whatdid hedo
with many of its inhabitants?

7, 8 Against whom had Istacl sinned? What had

God done for theirnationt What did theirsinshow?
By what nations had they been led astray? By what
two of their kings espeeially ?

9-12 What did the people of Israel pretend? What
were they really doing? Which Commandments had
been broken? In what way ?

13-18 Through whom did God warn Isracl? How
did they treat these warnings? What was their great
sin? In what way did God show Iis anger?

Seniors and the Home Department-Of what
king had Hoshea become a vassal? (v.3.) What had
offended this king? (v.4.) Iow did he show his dis-
pleasure? (v. 5.)

1 During what period was Assyria supreme in the
East? Give the date of the fall of Samaria. Iow
many Israelites were carrled away as captives?
Whither were they taken?

7-12 Why did Israel deserve punishment? To what
two sources is theirsintraced? Inwhatdid it consist?
Why was it without excuse? Show that knowledge
adds to the guilt of wronggoing. (Matt. 21: 25-32,)

18-15 To what is Israel’s obstinacy likened?
What law illustrated in their history? (Gal.6: 7, 8.)

Seek - Further Questions—Give Micah’s pre-
diction of the fall of Samaria. What proverb des-
cribes ‘“the way of the transgressor ¢

Topics for Brief Papers—(To be ready on the
day of the Lesson)—1. The captivity of the ten
tribes. 2, Thesinner's harvest.

THE LESSON IN LIFE

1. The king of Habit Land is waiting to pounce
upon us and carry off to his dungeons by the River
of Despair all who are practising an cvil life.

2. " Late, late, solate! and dark the nightand chill!

Late, late, so late! but we can enter still.
Too late, too late | ye cannot enter now *?

3. Jason and his companions in search of the Golden
Flecce were so charmed with the music of Orpheus,
their companion, that they laughed at the songs of
the sirens who had lured many a sailor to his ruin-
A heart filled with heavenly melody will find no
attraction in the voices of evil.

4. God scoops out the ocean-bed, and cuts the river-
channel, and piles up the mountains, but He never
forces the human will.  If we will we can reject His
merey, and if we will we can accept its offers.

5. The day of grace will close forusall, Thesleuth
of Justice will come up with the impenitent at last,
“Benot deceived ; God is not mocked : for whatso-
¢ver g man soweth, that shall he also reap.”

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. To whatnation d@id the Israclites become captive? Whither were they taken?

19

Describe the sin of Israel ?

3. Why was this sin specindly great™ oo ...
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Lesson XII.
Read the Lessons {

Quarterly Review—Fourth Quarter

or the Quarter.

GOLDEN TEXT

Tuke 4 : 18, Thoushalt worship the Lord thy God,

and him ouly shalt thou serve.
CATECHISM
Questions 43-56.

PROVE FROM SCRIPTURE
That God sceks triee worshippers.

’ LESS! MNS
Book of Praise, 22 313; 119 (Ps. Sel.) ; 14 ; 520 (from

PRIMARY QUARTERLY):

ON HY!
2 549,

REVIEW

Dec. 18, 1904

Commit to Memory the Golden Texts for the Quarter.

DAILY READINGS

M.—The widow’s oil increased, 2 Kings 4 : 1-7.

T.—Elisha and the Shunammite, 2 Kings 4 : 25-87.
W.—Elisha and Naaman, 2 Kings 5 : 1-14.
Th.—Elisha at Dothan, 2 Kings 6: 8-23.

F.—Joash repa

irs the temple, 2 Kings 12: 4-15.

S.—Hezekiah reopens the temple, 2 Chron. 29: 18-31.
8.—Captivity of the ien tribes, 2 Kings 17: 6-18.

Review Ciarr—Fourth Quarter

Frox ELuax TO
IsAlag.

LEssoN TiITLE

GoLDEN TEXT

LrssoN I'rLax

10 —2 Kgs. 4 :95:57....

1IV.—2 Kgs. 5: 114

V.—2Kgs. 6:823

VI-2K

as. 11:1-16....
VIL—2 Kgs. 12: 4-15..
VIil.—Isa. }:1-9,16-20..

IX.-Isn, 28:1-13

X.—2 Chron. 29:1831 .

XI.—2 Kye. 17: 6-18....

XIL~Isa. 9:1-7

..|Elisha succeeds Elijah.

The Widow’s 0Oil In-
creased.

.IElisha and the Shun-

ammite.

Elisha and Naaman.

Elisha at Dothan,

Joash, the Boy King.

I on.sh Repairs the Tem-

ple.

Isaial’s Messuge to Ju-
dah,

World's Temperance
Sunday.

Hezekiah Reopens the
Temple.

Captivity of the Ten
‘Iribes.

The Prince of Peace.
(Christinas lesson).

Let a double portion of
thy spirit be upon me.
2 Kings 2:9.

Trustin the Lord, and do

o0od ; so_ shalt thou
dwell'in the land, and
verily thou Qhalt be
fed. Ps. 3

The gift of God is eter-
nal life through Jesus
ghn;t.ourLord

12

Heal me, O Yord, and 1
shall be healed’: save
me, and I shall be sav-
ed, Jer.17:1M4.

The angel of the Lord
encampeth round
about them that fear
him, and d(.li\ercth
them. Ps.34:7

When the rightcons are
in authority, the people
rejoice. l’ro\' 29:2,

\We will not forsake the
house of our God.
Neh. 10:39.

Cease to do evil; learn
todowell. Isa.1:16,17.

Rom.

They also have erred
through \.(ne, and
throug,h strong drink
are out of the way.
Isn. 28:7.

Them that honor me I
will honor. 1 Sam. 2:30
The face of the Lord 15
against them that de

evil. 1Pet.3:1

His name shall be caned
Wonderful, Counsellor
The mighty God, The
everlasting I‘athcr
‘The Prince of Peace.
Isw. ¥:6.

1. The new plophct The doubt-
mglscholnrs . The conl:rnmng mi-
racle.

1. The widow’s appeal. 2.‘The proph-
ot's commaud 8. The miraculous
supply.

1. The sorrowing mother. 2 The
helpless servant. 3. The powerful
‘prophet.

1. Naaman at home._2..Before Israel’s
king. 8. Before Israel’'s prophet.
4. Atthe Jordan.

1. The patriot prophet. 2, The dis-
mayed servant. 3. The divine
defence.

1. A slaughter. 2. A rescue. 3. A plot.
4. A coronation.

1. 'I‘he king'scommang. 2. The pne<ts'

neglect. 3. The people's gifts, 4. The
workers' faithfulness.
1. A divine nccumt:on 2. A divine

chreatenmg 3. A divine require-
‘ment. 4. Adivine invitation,

1. A crownlost. 2. .1 crown gained.
3. A crown despised,

1. Preparation, 2. Sacrifice. 3. Praise.

1. Carried captive.
‘obedience.

2. Beeause of dis-
3. After w arnings.

1. A greatlight. 2. A great deliver-
ance. 3. A great king.

ASK YOURSELF
For Each Lesson—1. What is the title of the Lesson?
2. What is the Golden Text ?
3. Time? Place? The Lesson Plan?
4 What persons are mentioned ?
5. One truth I may learn from the lesson for my daily life.
Also—Say to yourself, or get some one to hear you, the Shorter Catechism for the Quarter.

¢

o
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FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

[This leaf, with Record of study, Offerings, and Attendance on page 128, may be detached, if so desired,
by Members of the HoME DEPARTMENT.]

(&

Lesson I. By what miracle did Elishd show himself to be 13ijah's successor ?

Lesson II. How did the woman in the Lesson show her faith ?

Lesson IIT. What proof in the Lesson of the power of prayer?

Lesson IV. What perscns helped in the cure of Neaman? What did each do?

’

Lesson V. For what did Elisha pray? How was he answered ?

Lesson VI. Who planned the coronation of Joash ?  Whose help did he obtain ?

Lesson VII. How did Joash get money to repair the temple ?

Lesson VIIL What imvitation does the Lord here give to his sinning people, and what
. promise ?

Lesson IX. Against what sin did Isaish warn Judah? Iow was his warning received ?

A

Lesson . Describe the services at the reopening of the temple by Hezekiah.

Lesson  XI. Whither was Israel sent into captivity? Wherefore?

Lesson XIII. What titles are given to the Messiah in the Lesson? How is 1dis kingdom
described ?

©




126 The Prince of Peace

Lesson XTI1.

THE PRINCE OF PEACE

December 25, 1904

Isaiah 9¢ 1-7. Commit to memory vs. 6, 7. Read Luke 2: 1-20.

' shall be called Wonderful, Coungellor, Tho mighty God, The eve:
GOLDEN TEXT—His namo Tho Brince of Benco—Tsalah 85 6 o 07 ooor Tlasting Fathor,

1 1 Nevertheless the dimness shal not de such as
was in _her vexation, when at the first he hghtly
afllicted the land of Zeb ulun, and the land of Naph'-
tali, 2and afterward did more grievously afllict her
by the way of the sea, beyond Jor'dan, in Gal'ilec of
the nations. .

2 The people that walked in darkness have seen &
great light: they that 3dwcell in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.

3 Thou has multiplied the naton, fand not in-
creased the Joy @ they juy befure thee according to the
j;)y in l;f.rvest,_.and a8 men rejoice when they divide
the spoil.

4 For Sthou hast broken the yoke of his bur-
den, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his

oppressor, as in the day of Mid'ian.

b For oevery battle of the 7 warnor 7s with confused
noise, and 8garments rolled fa bloud ; 9 but thes shatl
1015t with burning and 11 fuel of fire.

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
ﬁlvcn : and the government shall he upon his shoul-

cr: and his name shall_be ealled Wonderful, Coun-
sellor, 12 The mi%hty God, The 12everlasting Father,
12The Prince of Peace,

7 Of the increase of hig government and 13 peace
there shaltbe no end, upun the throne of ba vid, and
upon his kingdom, to 14order it, and to 16 establish it
with judgment and with lcf'ustice from henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of the Lorb of hosts17will
perform this.

Revised Version—1 But there shall be no gloom to her that was in anguish. In the former time he
brought 1uto cuntempt the Jand, 2but 1 the latter tiae hath he made it glorious by the way of thesen; 3wl
1thou hast increased their joy ; 6 Put ** thou hast broken’’ after ‘¢ oppressor ™' ; 6all the armour; 7armed man
in the tumult: sthe; 9 Omiz but this; 1eeven be for burning ; 11 for; 12 Omit the ; 130f ; 14 establish ; 16 uphold ;

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

16righteousness ; 13 shall,

Time and Place—734 to 732 B.C.; Jerusalem, the
home of Isaiah,

Connection—Verses 21, 22 of ch. 8 picture a time
of great distress in the northern-most regionsof Israel,
owing toan Assyrian invasion. The Lesson points
to a deliverance of the whole land from her enemies,
in which these distant parts will share,

1. A Grear LIGHT.—1. There shall be no
gloom (Rev. Ver.). It will disappear, like the dark-
ness before the rising sun. To her that was in
anguish. Sce Connection. In the former time
he brought into contempt ; when the northern
partof the land was over-run by the Syrians (1 Kgs.
15: 20) and later by the Assyrians, 2Kgs. 15: 29. Ze-
bulon . . Naphtali; * Lower and Upper Galilee.”
(Cambridge Bible.) But in the latter time hath
he made it glorious (Rev. Ver.). Asthenorthern
districts have suffered greatly, they will receive high
honor. The way of the sea; the district west of
the sea of Galilece. Beyond Jordan; cast of the
river. Galilee of the mations; here only the
northern-most corner of TUpper Galilee. Though
claimed by the Isruciites, its inhabitants were large-
13 frum other ‘nations,” These three regions had
borne the chief brunt of the Assyrian attack. Theirs
will be the greater glory. This prophecy was com-
pletely fulfilled when Jesus, the Messiah, dwelt there,
Matt. 4: 14-16.

2, 3. The people . . in darkness.. " All the
world was ' in darkness® when Christ came, but here
the Jews especially secem to be meant.” (Pulpit Com-
mentary.) The land of the shadow of death s
a darkness like that of the Jower world. Have seen
agreat light. This prophecy was to be partially ful-
filled soon, when the two kings whom Judah feared
(eh. 7: 1, 2) would be destroyed (ch. 7 : 14-16) ; but
completely later, when Jesus, tho * Light of the
World " (John 8:12), the “Sun of Rightcousness”
(Mal. 4:2) should appear. Thou hast multiplied
the nation. How wonderfully this has covae to
pass! God's kingdom, confined at first to the little
Jewish notion, has spread throughout the world.

Thou hast increased their joy" (Rev. Ver.).
The gospel of Jesus carries joy wherever it goes, Acts
8: 8. Joy of harvest ; areference to the glad har-
vest feast of Tabernacles, Ex. 23: 16. Divided the
spoil ; after a victory.

II. A Grear DELIVERANCE.—4, 5. Thou
hast broken; two promises wrapped up in one;
first, frcedom from the Assyrian; second, freedom
from sin. This last Jesus gives to all, Mark 2: 10.
The yoke of his burden ; the yoke which bur-
dened him. Staff of his shoulder ; the staff with
which he was beaten. Rod of his oppressor (Jit-
erally, ““driver™); like those in Egypt, Ex.5: 6. Sin
is a hard taskmaster, As in the day of IMid-
ian; when Gideon routed his foes, Judg. 7: 1-28.
Read v. 5as in the Rev, Ver. A bonflreis to be made
of all the warrior’s accoutrements. War itself will be
burned up, and a kingdom of peace established (see
ch. 11 : 1-10).

III. A Great :KING.—-e, 7. For unto usa
child is born j » picture of the future. Only one
Child, even Jesus, has answered to the description
that follows., A son is given. Jecsus was Son of
God and Son of man. The government . . upon
his shoulder. The work of ruling is regarded as a
burden. His name; all that 1s included n His
character. Wonderful ; in His teaching (Matt. 7:
25) ; Hiy doings (Matt. 8: 27) 1 His birth, death, resur-
rection, ascension, Counsellor.; having all wis-
dom, Col.2: 3. The mighty God. ScePs. 45:6;
Heb. 1. 8. The everlasting Father ; because He
will rule in a fatherly, that is, u tender and pitiful
manner. Prince of Peace. See the song of the
angels, Luke 2: 14, V. 7 degclares that the Messinh,
the descendant and heir of David, will rule overan
enduring, prosperous, peaceful, growing kingdom.
The guarantee of this is the zeal of the Lord of hosts,
that is, God's intense love, which will not allow His
purpose of grace to His people to fail  All created
things—the unseen multitudes of angels, the forces
of Nature, the infiluences that move the mindsof men
are under His control, and are all working out His
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"His pame shll be called erful,
Counsellor, The Mishty God, ToeEver:
Iasting Father, The Pribce of Peace.

onverful, |2

graclous purpose. No part of this
purpose can fail of being brought to
pass. There is no power that ean pre-
vent its complete fulfilment in God’s
own time and way.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—Whatenemy had invaded
Isrgel? Which portion of the land
suffered most?

1 What promise'js here made? Name
the regions which had been afilicted ?
Who was to come and dwell among
them? Was this prophecy fulfilled ?
When?

2,3 Who were in darkness when
§jl Christ came? What di@ He become
tothem? Whatdoesthe gospel bring?
Name the feast here spoken of ?

4, 5 From what foreign foe was de-
liverance promised? From what do
weneed to be freed? \Whocandothis
forus? WhatdoesJesus bring in place
of war?

6,7 What names here given to Jesus?

Seniors and the Home Department—What
had caused distress in Israel? How does Isaiah give
comfort?

1.8 How is the former condition of Israel de-
scribed? What is its future condition to be? “Vhose
coming was to bring this about? Who called Jesus
the glory of Isracl 2 (Luke 2: 31.)

4, 5 From what two encmies is deliverance prom-
ised? Who can make us free? (John 12:36.) What
is to be a mark of the Messiah’s kingdom ? How docs
Micah describe a titne of pence? (Mic. 4:3.)

6,7 Explain each namehere given to the Messiah ?
How does Danicl cescribe the kingdom of God?
(Dan.2: 44.)

Seek-Further Questions—What promise con-
cerning His kingdom was made to David? In what
words did the angels announce to the shepherds the
birth of Jesus?

Topics for Brief Papers (To bercadyon theday
of the Lessun)—1. The birth of Jesus. 2. The Light
of the World.

<- THE LESSON IN LIFE
1, How did the notion get into anyone’s mind that
religion is gloomy ? Religion of the right sort makes
music in -the heart, gives spring to the step, sends &

joyful energy throbbing through our
whole being., It gives ug the key to
the best things in this life, as well as
the treasures of the life to come.

2. Christmas is not so much a season
of the yearasastateof the soul, Isaiah
had .Christmas in the heart when he
taught the people of the cumning Sav-
iour; and they had Christmas joy when
they believed His message?

3. The Prince of Peace! Christmas
is usually associated with joy, but
Jusus gives sumething Letter than joy.
It is the gift of peace—''peace that
floweth like a river:'

“ Peace beginning to be
Deep as thesleep of the sea
In its blue tranquility.”

4, Christmas carries with it duties
as well as joys. We must remember
1 our happiness the people who walk
in darkness,

““The restless millions wait the
light
Whose dawning maketh all thingsnewv.”

5. No Christinas carol is complete without o mis-
sionary stanza. The glad tidings are to be for all
people.

¢ Iis name forever shall endure,
Last like the sun it shall:
Men shall be blessed in Him, and blessed
All nations shall Him call,”

DAILY READINGS

M.—~The Prince of Peace, Isa. 9:1-7. T.—The Lord
our righteousnes:, Jer. 23: 1.6, W.—Foretold, Acts
8:1826. Th.—The manger, Luke 2: 1-7. F.—The
angel's song, Luke 2:8-19, S.—Simeon's song, Luke
2:25-35. S.—The wise men, Matt. 2:1-11,

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 26; 30; 32 (Ps.
Sel.), 519; §20 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 34,

Shorter Catechism—Gues. 56. What is the reason
annered to the third commandment? A. The reason an-
nexed to the third commandment is, That however
the breakers of this commandment may escape pun-
ishment from men, yet the Lord our God will not suf-
fer them to escape his righteous judgment,

Prove from Scripture—That Christ rules the uni-
verse,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Write down from memory the names by which the «“Child " is here called.........ooeerveeeommreensns oo

2. Desceribe the kingdom which Christ was to establisi\
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8.8. ATTRNDANCE
MxMORY VERSEs
CATYCHISN

TiNx SPENT IN
Lxssox STUpY
CONTRIBUTIONS
CEURCE
ATTENDANCE

Oct. 2...
Oct. 9...
Oct. 16...
Oct. 28...
Oct. 80...
Nov. 6...
Nov. 18.,
Nov. 80..
Nov, 27..
Dec.4....
Dec. 11...
Dec, 18...
Dec. 26...
Totals ...

“1 WILL STAND UNDER IT MYSELF”

The young man who said that, had built a fountain with his own hands. Stone by
stone, he had brought the material from the neighboring fields, and stone by stone hé had
built it up into picturesque arches that spanned the artificial pond on the lawn. New, the
day had come when the scaffolding was to be knocked away, and the strength of his work
should appear to all, for there had been some people who had doubted his knowledge and
ability to build an arch that would surely hold. To all doubting onlookers he had made
just one remark : “ When the time comes to knock the supports away, I will go and stand
under the middle aich, and if it falls it will fall on me. But it won’t fall for I know the
principles on which I've worked.”

He did what he eaid he would do. There they stood in the sight of all, firm and
steadfast, both the man and his work. -Now, that his work was proved and congratula-
tions were showering upon him, he had just the enme simple answer to make : ‘I ghould
not have built it at all, if I had not been willing to stand under it myself.”
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. Bible; or a Text Bible, with or without the ¢ Booli of Praise,”

approval an assortment from which you can: make a. selection. ‘This also aﬁplies-to

| f@ﬁ' &ﬁw Emnm&wm of @Ems& and

“The Treasury of Devotion
The Cloud of anegses
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@xmm UNIVERSITY PRESS

If you would ¥keto purchase a2 Teacher’s Bible or Reference

ask your bookseller to send a card to the Canadiann Branch, We will send:him.on

Devstional

A few styles we: meutlon

‘me Christian Year

meted on Oxford: and India- paper We ca.tangue 156 st¥Tes. ‘in ‘price from '20¢. t0:$4.00

. Manual of Prayer for General and'Daily Use. By CANON 1. T, CARTER,
36 styles, -in price from75¢. to $3. 00.

" A DailySequence of Gréat Thouglhis from Many Minds. With headings and border
lines printed:in-ted. 28 styles, in. pnce from $1.00 to.S5. 50,

) Meditatxon, Prayer und Praise for the Christian Year,
i4-styles, in price-from 50¢. to % 50,

Day by Day of the @mg&mﬁ Y@m‘*

Being. Daily Reudmga in-the-Words-of-Holy-Scripture. From the: Revised Version,
Foo!scap 8vo. LLEVEV smr:s, mngmg ‘in price frora:5de. to £9.50.

Write for-our new * Book of‘-.P.rguse » Catalogue,.
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25-27 m;m Street Wesb, = “Terento
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SPECIAL RATES
ON

LIFE INSURANCE

There is no better method of saving
money than by a Life Insurance Policy
in a good Company.

The Manufacturers Life is the only
old-established life company doing
business in Canada which offers total
abstainers the special terms and rates
they deserve.

Certainly total abstainers can best
save money by using this Company.

Write for rates to

DEPT. P.
THE FJANUFACTURERS LIFE INSURAHGE
- CORPARY

Toronto, - OCanada

P




