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MEETING OF SYNOD.

The Synod of the Presbyterian Church
will meet, God willing, in Poplar Grove
Church, Halifax, on Tuesday, the 27th
June, at 7 ¢’clock in the evening. Tt will
be opened with a Sermon by Rev. D. B.
Blair, the Moderator.

The success and comfort of the meeting
of Synod willjbe greatly promoted if Com-
mittees and other partics concerned, direct
their attention to the subject in due time and
raake all necessary preparation.  'We there-
fore take the liberty of thus early calling at-
tention to a few arrangements, the observ-
ance of which is of great importance :—

1. New business must come through the
Committee on Bills and Overtares, and all
documents should be forwarded to Rev.
James BaxyE, Pictou, a fortnight before
the meeting of Synod.

2. Presbyteries and Sessions arc expected
to report their views on the subject of a
Mission to the Jews.

3. It is necessary that all our congrega-
tions should coutribute liberally to the Sy-
nod Fund. There are always Synodical
expenses which must be met. The fund is
st present in debt, For years it has been
insufficient. Now we trust that no minis-
ter, no Session, will fail in sending or bring-
ing a collection. It is probable that no al-
lowance for travellingexpenses will be made
to ministers whose congregations make no
collection. Let not the Educational and
other Funds of the Church be forgotten in
view of the Synod. 1t will be seen from
he last Record that £375 are required for
our Edacational Institutions alone.

4. The Clerks of Presbyterics are the par-
ties directed by Synod to furnish all the
sessions within the limits of their respective
Presbyteries with blanks for the Statistical
Returns. If anr Clerk is without a suffi-
cient supply of the blank schedules these
will be farnished to him on application to
the Synod Clerk. The Retnrus should be
filled up, and placed in the hands of the
Preshytery Clerk before the meeting of Sy-
nod.

5. The Clerks of Presbyteries are requir-
ed to forward to the Synod Clerk, before
the meeting of Synod a Record of the Pres-
byterial changes which may have occurred
during the year, with the dates of such
changes, together with a copy of therevised
roll of Presbytery.

6. Members should if possible be present
at the first sederunt, and makesuch arrange-
ments before leaving home as will allew
thum to remain till all business is transacted,

D ' s e
SYSTEMATIC BENEFIGENGE.

NO.I1.

The reason why the church of Christ has
failed to fulfil her glorious mission, in any
degree commensurate with her great privi-
leges and rich endowments—the reason why
she has come short of thatfruitfulness which
might be reasonably expected from the cost
and care bestowed upon her by the Great
Husbandman, may be stated in one word
orillastrated in many particulars. If we
wereasked to give the briefest and most com-
prehensive account of the cause of her short-
coming and unfraitfulness, we would feel
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warranted to reply.—Because th» church has
lived too much for seLF ; beeause the church
universal, was ever too ready to forget the
glory ot her Lord who bought her, and the
claims of a world perishing without the gos-
pel, and concentrate her thoughts and cffort,
on her own comfort and aggrandizement.
This is the spirit of Antichrist which began
carly to manifestitselfinthe christian church,
selfin opposition to Christ, and the claims
of self vather than, and before the claims of
Christ and of His cause.  The Apostle Joha
warned the early christians of this fact.—
They denied the Father and the Son. Why ?
‘That they might thus get rid of the claims
of the only Living and True God and of
His Son Jesus Christ, an? ot the claims of
self up in opposition. This is the spirit of
the Papacy—sel/” in place of Christ, before
Christ, above Christ, and to the utter ne-
glect of Christ’s little oues ; sclf aggrandiae-
ment and not self denial, the consolidation
of the Papal power and not the advancement
of the spiritual reign of Christ in the hearts
and over the spirits of men.  Hence the Pa-
pacy has proved itself to be the Antichrist
oar excellence.

But whosoever lives to sclf rather than to
Christ and sets his own claims before or
above the claims of Christ and the Gospel,
partakes of the Spirit of Antichrist, and is
antichristian to the extent in which he chus
acts, however heartily he may hate the papal
antichrist.

The particular channels, ways, directions
in which self may develope and set up its
claims against the claims of Christ arc as
various and numerous as the dispositions of
men and the desires of the human heart.

It may bo long-cherished,much loved opi-
rions, dogmas, doctrines which are not in
accordance with the pure teachings of the
Gospel of Christ; it may be habits, cus-
toms, ceremonies, methods of upholding and
and propagating the christian faith, which
however much they may commend them-
selves to the fancies and notions of the cor-
rupt human heart arc contrary to the genius
of Christianity and have no foundation in
the Divine Word ; it may be the pursuit of
wealth, fame, power, knowledge orinfluence
over others by means of one or all of these.

Whatever it may be that causes the profes-
sed followers of Christ to foreet Him, and
to ignore or set aside the claims of Iis gos.
pel it is an evil development of Self, and as
such stands condemned by the Gospel of
Christ. For a christian,a true disciple, must
be ready, not only to part with father, and
mother, and wife and children, and hrothers
and sisters, but with Ais own {ife also as the
call of his icavenly Master and Lord, (Luke
xXiv: 26, 27.) It cannot be otherwise, for
this is the Spirit of Christ who left His
father’s bosom, theglory and Dliss of heaven
for the privations, and sorrows, and woes of
earth; though in the form of G, yea God
blessed forever, became man, thongh guilt-
less, took on Him our guilt, and thongh the
Prince of life, suffered the sham cful death of
Cross that He might save His people from
the Second death and make them partakers
of the life of Gud. Now believédrs being in
Christ and therefore one with Him must
have the same Spirit.  As He gave all, so
must they ; as He gave Himself, so musg
they give themselves.

This principle was well understood and
and promptly and faithfully acted upon by
the Church of the Apostolic age. They
cheerfully left all and followed Christ.
When commanded so to do, they also put
themselves and all they possessed at His dis-
posal. This was the great outward cause of
theirsuccess. As long as se/fwas kept under
Jesus and His blessed cause had the throne
of the heart of the individual christian, and
the supreme place in the counscls of the
Church universal she was beautiful as Tir-
zah, comely as Jerusalem, and terrible as an
army with banners. ‘W ho is this that com.
eth up from the wilderness leaming on her
beloved?  These christians, how they love
one anotlier! They were the wonder of
their enemies.  Nopower could ¢rush them,
no obstacle could withstand them, no barrier
impede them in their glorious work while
they abnegated self and were trac to their
heavenly Lord. But as soon as, and when.
ever or wherever self was permitted to raise
its exacting head and the cluims of Christ
began to be, first thought less urzent, then
set aside for a season, then ignored, or for
gotten, or swallowed up in the engrossing
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concerns of self, just then, and to that ex-
teut, and in that place and age the religion
of Christ began to decline, and the church
came shortof fultilling her glorious mission,
and bearing that fruit which might vaturally
beexpected from the cost and care bestowed
upon her by the great Husbandman.

This fact is inseribed on the history of
the Christian Church in characters so lurge
and so clear that he who ruus may read.

One of the carliest suggestions of sclf has
ever been.  There is no need of following
the precept, doctrine and example of Christ
and his inspired apostles so very strictly.
This, and this, aud this method will be more
suited at lewst in our civcumstances.  That
particular precept, well, it was not meant
exactly for us.  ‘That doctrine, it might be
improved thus; and so forth. Such has
been the origin of the numerous heresies that
have poisoned the church, of the dissensions
that have torn her, of the worldly policy
which has degraded her, of the fanaticism
which has disgraced her, and the lack of pro-
gress and liberality which stunted her and
rendered her as a whole, so unworthy of the
holy Name she bears.

Now if there be any department of chris-
tian duty which the church as a whole sa-
erificed at the shrine of self, more than ano-
ther,—if there be any pare of the example
and precept of her Lord which she has ne-
glected or set aside more persistently than
another, and that at the suggestions of seff,
—if there be any christian attainment in
which the church of the subsequent ages
and especially of modern times have, as a
whole, come short of that of the Apostolic
Church more signally than another, itis the
grace of LinkrALITY. It is in the depart-
ment of SELF DENIAL for the sake of Christ
and the Gospel. It is cheerfully giving of
her means—out of her abundance for the
wstenance and extension of that Gospel to
which she owes herself and her all. It is
true that in every age, in all countries and
in every section of the universal church there
have been exceptions—noble exceptions.—

Itis truc that there are many noble excep-
tions in our own day and in our own church.
Ifit were not so, we should have been left,
long since, desolate ; we should have been

as Sodom, made like unto Gomorrha,—
Still let us bear in mind that they arc bug
the exceptions; and that the church as a
whole has yet scarcely awakened not
only to this duty of liberality, butto a sense
of the fact that hitherto she has fuiled so sig
nally in this essential christian attaimment.

Is liberality a christian grace ¢ Is it the
duty of every christian to give ofhis world-
ly means as the Lord has prospered him for
the sustenance and the extension of the Goge
pel ? Should this be done systematically—
in proportion to means posscssed—as 4 re-
ligious duty on the Lord’s day—of a ready
mind and not Ly constraint—uud by cvery
one who is named of the name of Clrist.—
lias God so commanded ? Have we apos-
tolic practice and argument, as well as pre-
cept to enforce the duty,and has God warn-
cd us of the sad consequences which will
follow neglect in this matter 2 Seek yein
the Book of the Lord and find.  Scarch the
Scriptures in reference to this subject, for it
is to them and them alone that we appeal
n this matter.

e
L gl v

ON THE NORTHERN BORNDARY QF THE
PROMISED LAND.

BY REV. JAMES BMITH, D. D.

This is a point that has not yet been de-
finitely scttled.  Of latcyears Palestine has
been the subject of careful and extensive in-
vestigation.  Many travellers of great emi-
nence have been attracted to the country by
the undying interest of her ancient renown;
and their rambles and explorations have
embraced the length and breadth of thic land.
Yet very few have takenany pains to inves-
tigate her northern frontier. Some have
taken a walk up the long valley of the Bukaa,
that is, the Ceelo-Syria of the ancients, as
far as Baalbee, or even Riblah; and then,
casting their eyes northward over that illim-
itable vista that opens before them, they
have formed their conjectures, returned, and
given their crude conceptions to the world,
not adding one single new idea to the com-
mon stack of knowledge on the subject.—
This has been the case with even our hest
men, such as Wilson,Stanley, Van de Velde,
&c. And while one or two morc cuterpris-
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ing travellers, such as the late Dr. Robin-
son, have explored the whole line, and fur-
nished ample data for determining the en-
tire boundary, their ascertained facts have
heen rejected by certain popular writers,
and a preference given to the opinions of
men who had never been on the ground.—
Thus popular works lag behind, gross er-
ors are indelibly stercotyped, and we meet
with opposition where we are entitled to ex-
peet assistance.

Within these few years, three large and
valuable Bible Dictionaries have been pub-
lished in our languawe, Dr. Kitto’s Cyelo-
pedia of Biblical Literature, Dr. William
Smith’s ve: voluminous work on the same
subject, and I'r Fairbairn’s,now in the press,
which though not the largest isdecidedly the
best. The settlement of the northern bound-
ary of the promised land comes fairly within
the scove of such works, and they have all
tricd their hand on it, yet have all left it
worse confounded. Good old Kitto, with all
his characteristic simplicity, draws the line
from the sea, “not fur south from Sidon,”
overthe top of Lebanon, and right across to
Mount Ilermon; and thenadds : ““ This ar-
rangement of the northern line of houndary
scems to us to taect all the difficulties aris-
ing from deficient knowledge, which have
hung like a dense mist over the northern
boundary of Palestine.”

Then with regard to Dr. Fairbairn’s view
of the subject, as given in his work in the
article “Hamath.”” He says: ““ The en-
tering in of Hamath is often mentioned as
the boundary on the north of the dominion
of Isracl. Thereis some difference of opin-
jon as to the point indicated by this expres-
sion. Robinson would place it on the wes-
tern approach to Hamath, consequently far-
ther off than Hamath itself. Buxthis isim-
probable, and is not concurred in by Van
de Velde, Stanley and others. The entering
in to Hamath is more naturally understood
as given from the Palestinian point of view,
thereforeon the south of the land of Hamath,
probably about Riblah, as Van de Velde
thinks.” It is freely admitted that the
phrase entering into Hamath, so called, im-
plics in several passages an approach from
the south up the great valley of el Bukas,

and that it refers to some particular point
in that valicy. But what of that? 1. The
point indicated is fificen or twenty miles
north from Riblah, according to the best
judges,  Dr. Thomson fixes icat the north
ern termination of the Lebanon ranges, on
both sides of the valley. 2. That ascer-
tairs only one point in the northern boun-
dary line. That line runs some S0 miles
at least, east and west, and what avail is it
to ascertain one single point in it. 3. Dr.
Fairbuirn overlooks the important fact, that
the Scriptures, in precisely the same vhrase-
ology, recognize an approach to IHamath
from the sca board on the west, as well ag
from the south, just asindicated by Dr. Ro-
binson, and as will presently be pointed
out.

With respect to the view given on this
subject in Dr. Smith’s Dictionary, the arti-
cle contributed by the Oxford divine, is in-
finitely less satisfactory. e makes Mount
Lcebanon the boundary, and therefore places
it on the wrong side of the line, and cuts it
off from Isracl entirely. Kitto cuts off for
Isracl a very small slice, about six miles
from the south end of “the goodly moun-
tain” ; but the Oxford diving, Colenso-like
takes it all away. The same view exactly
is given in the Encyclopzdia Britannica,
cven in the recent edition.

Such then is all the light cast on this sub-

jeet in particular, and all the aid furnished
by these large and costly works, that have
been written on purpose to advance and ex-
end our acquaintance with biblical litera-
ture. The northern boundary of Palestine
has indeed been always a great puzzle to
geographers. But this is not owing to any
inherent difficultyin the subjectitself. No-
thing has been after all laid down with great-
er precision in the Bible. The difficulty of
solving the question has arisen from the
too common practice of disregarding the
word :—adopting the far more philosophical
method, of casting away the light and work-
ing in the dark.

The northern boundary of the promised
land is laid downin Scripture in more places
than one. We shall take that gives by
Moses in Num. xxxiv. 7-11: * This shall
be your north border: from the greatseaye
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shall point ont for you Mount Hor. From
Mount Hor ye shall point out your border
uato the entrance of Hamath ; and the go-
ings forth of the border shall be to Zedad,
&c.n
First of all, then, what is Mount Hor %—
This is not only & point in the real boun-
dary line, it is & conspicuous sign post, by
means of which they were to ascertain the
starting point in the line from the sea border.
Dr. Keith looked for this object at Mount
Casius, some 80 miles farther north, and
far beyond Hamath altogether. In the He-
brew the expression is Hor hahar, rendered
by Dr. Keith, in the very nice book he has
written on this subject, Hor ha-hor, errone-
ously considering it as a repetition of the
same noun. This is an error that most wri-
ters have fallen into. The expression is a
descriptive proper name. Hor means a
mount. Hahar standing last in the sen-
tence, is an appellative, and having the arti-
cle is emphatic, and means the mountain.—
Both together denote @ mount of the moun-
tain. ‘The mountain is the great Lebanon;
and the mount is an elevated and very con-
spicuous peak on the north end of that moun-
tain. Hor hahar occurs only in one other
place in Scripture ; namely as the designa-
tion of that mountain on which Aaron died.
These two mountains resemble each other
exactly in their general features, and there”
fore they are both designated by the same
mme. Mount Hor in the wilderness shoots
up its lofty head very conspicnously, to a
greatelevation in thegeneral range of Mount
Scir. In like manpner, Mount Jor on Le-
ihanon shoots up its lofty head 3000 feet
|sbove the general contour of the mountain,
Iiis absolutely certain, then, thatthis is the
conspicuous object referred to in the des-
cription.  Xts position coincides with all
other points. It is about 15 miles north
from Riblah. It stands fair abreast the cen-
tral part of the land of Hamath. It stands
ntha verge of the northern termination of
punt Lebanon, and therefore throws the
hole of that celebrated mountain into the
romised land.
The second point or mark in the bounda-
line is mentioned in the 8th verse, and is
ed “the entrance of Hamath.,” This

" never used in any of these passages.

pbrase is the translation of one simple word
in the Hebrew—levo. It is theinfinitive of
the verb with the preposition prefix,—a ve-
ry common form. And therefore itis ex-
actly equivalent to a Latin gerund,—with
the properties of a noun, it retains the ac-
tion of the verb, like the ever-recurring term
lemor, spesking. It is the translation of
this little word levo, that is the great puzzle.
Inhow mauy different forms does it appear
even in our excellent version! Van de
Velde says:  The variety of these trans-
lations shows how much the expression had
puzzled the translators.” Inmost versions
it has been translated as anoun. Into this
error the Septuagint led the van. Inal-
most every instance where an approach to
Hamath is expressed, they have readered it
by the noun eisodos, entrance; hence the
everlasting entree and entrata of the French
and Italian versions; and hence too the in-
fuence they have exerted over our far mors
accurate version. The Hebrew hasan equal-
1y appropriate nouun to express the idea of
an entrance, mavo, Judges i. 24; but it iz
This
clearly shows the superior precision of the.
words of inspiration to that of the best trans-

lations. Itis the erroneous translation of
this word, so indiscriminately rendered by
the term “entrance’ that has created alb
the confusion. I utterly reject, then, this.
awkward and inappropriate expression, and:
restore the trae sense of theterm in the pas--
sage —the going to Hamath. Or by supply-
ing the ellipsis,—the going in the direction.
of Hamath. This translation is abundantly-
justified and confirmed by many passages,.
especially one in Ez. xlvii. 20. The west.
side shall be the great sea, all along from.
the southern border, ad nocach levo Hamath.

Eng. vers. “till 2 man come over agaiast
Hamath.” Literally over against the going-
to Hamath. This passage possesses-a dou--
ble emphasis ; it corroborates the-direction.
given in Numbers, that the Israelites- were
to go northward along the sea board'till they
came opposite monnt Hor, and'also abreast
of Hamath ; and i settles the point most
decisively, that the north boundary line was.
to be carried right east from that point to.
Hamath. There is an entrance into- Ha-
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math then, from the west as well as from
the south, and it is the former that is main-
Iy to he takeninto consideration in druwing
the northern boundary. I haid selected a
few more passages from Lutherand the Vul-
gate,lath good and independent authoritics ;
but this ouzht to suflice.

Now at this very point where the western
border runs northward till it comes abreast
of Hamath, there is a great depression in
the mountains, extending all the way cast
from the scato the land of Hamath. Itis
5 miles broad, reaching from the northern
termination of Lebanon, where it abruptly
fulls away, unto the commencement of the l
Nusairiych mountains on the nor h side of
it. This great depression or vatley, mukes
a large and fair opening intothe very midst
of the land of Hamath ; and is in fact called
in Arabic, bab Hamath, the door or gate of
Hamath. This valley then, called the plain
of Akkar, is clearly the course of the north-
ern bouudary. Itisa long valley extend-
ing from west to east some 30 miles, all the

;vay across the country; and indeed, the

+baundary line may be considered as embrac-
ing the whole depression, forming as it does,
an casy passage from the coast to the plain
of the Orontes, This is Dr. Robinscn’s
0 iniun. who has travclled down the pass all
the way  Or, it may be considered as run-
ning along the north base of Lebanon, and
stretching away castward across the plain
of Hamath, reaching first the city of Zedad,
the third statien in its ample sweep; and
then Ziphron, the fourth station ; and finally
Hazar-enan, the aorth-cast corner of the
bounded land. Prpfessor Porter is of the
opinion that he has identified some of these
places. Doubtless. the time is coming in
the march of enterprise and exploration,
when they will all besatisfactorily identified,
and the world become as familiar with the
eAstern portion of the lipe a8 it may now
be with the wesarn.

That part of Syria which is the subject
of this investigation, gets but siim justice at-
the hands of map makers.  Tp most ancient
maps it is left almost a blank. [Tt is ascer-
tained, however, that the plain of Akkar
forming the great pass through which the

and Foreign Wecord,

road from the coast to the intexjor.runs, com-

May

mences just 15 miles north from Tripolis,
at the point where the river ¢l Kebir—the
ancient Eleutherus, which runs all tie way
down along that pass,—winds ronnd the
north-west corner of Lebanon, N, Lat. 34
40’.  And the lofly summit of that moun-
tain which is the Mount Ior of Numbers,
and which Robinson says, stands on the
north end of the mountain, is called by Van
de Velde, Jebel Muskich, and rises 10,000
feet shove the level of the sca. It will be
observed, I trust, that the passayge m Eze-
kiel, written late in the history of Israel, is
adduced merely to support a pointin philo.
logy, and not to tix or determine the posi-
tion of the north boundary line.
James SyTn.
Stewiacke, April 14, 1865,

THE ISLAND OF FATE.

In ourlast we traced the attempt to evan-
gelize this island,until by the marder ot some
of the teachers, the death of others, and the
removal of the only remaining one, operae
tions were entively suspended in 1854, Let
us now give an account of the resumption
and progress of the mission till Mr. Morri-
son’s settlement.

The next visit of the John Wiiliams was
in 1857. The state of matters at that time
was more encouraging than the depn:ation
had ventured to hope. A considerable num-
ber of natives were found still calling them-
selves Christians, who observed the sabhath,
who met together for worship, and who were
anxious for teachers to instruct them more
fully.

In the following year, (1858) when the
vessel arrived at Erakor, they found peace
prevailing, and the whole village professing
Christianity,and anxious for teachers.  The
deputation had been anxiousto obtain An-
eityum teachers, but the Missionaries there
had none to sparc at that time.  According.
ly three Rarotongan tcachers named Tes
maru, Teantoa and Toma were selected o
resume missionary labours among them.—
Their settlement is thus described ;—

“ After we left an open bay we passed an
island, and pulled a mile and a half ups
beaatiful lagoon to Erakor, which is on the
right hand side, and beyond which village,
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it extends a mile and & half. We were at
once conducted to the chapel, o wattled and
plastered building, with & pulpit and seats,
which has been built by the natives in the
place of ane erected by the former teachers,
which had been blown down.

A short time after we landed, the hollow
trunks of two decayed trees, standing near
the chapel, were beaten as a substitute for
“the chureh going bell,” and 130 persons,
including a large number of children assem-
bled for worship.  We requested the teach-
ers to conduet the service in their usnal way.
One of them named Petela entered the pul-
pit and read out a hymin from a small ma-
nuscript book, which he held in his hand,
and o person in the centre of the chapel
started the singing, when men, women and
children joined the soug, the language and
tune of which were alike unknown to us,
except that we recognized in it that name,
which is above every name; which it was
music indeed to find cherished and adored
in so dark a land as Fate, by a handful of
people surrounded by cruel heathen, and
with abount the smaliest possible aid from
the churches of the Saviour. .

Petela then requested Pomare to pray,
gave out another hymn, made s short ad-
dress, and concluded with prayer.  We then
gave a short exhortation, Petela acting as
interpreter.  We admonishied the veople to
sttend to the iustructions of the teachers
now left among them, and to supply them
with food, and aid them in building a house,
in order that their health might be preserved.
Whilst the congregation was dispersing, we
addressed a few words to the new teachers.
We were then conducted to the place, which
had been occupied by the former teacher’s
house, on which it was proposed to erect one
for the new teachers. It was the highest
ground in the neighbourhood, and appeared
to us to be the best site which could be se-
leeted.  Each of the teachers presented us
with a nut, and others made a present of
yams to the ship. The two young mes of
the place whom we brought from Samoa
were enthusiastically welcomed by their
friends, and two others were entrusted to
our care for the next year.”

In October, 1860, the mission vessel again

vigited theisland. One of the teachers, Tean-
toa, and his wife had died. The nadves had
been kind to the others, supplying them wilh
abundance of food wtthout remuncration.
There had? been no war between Erakor and
the neighbeuring districts, but the teache.
were not permitted to go among them to
preach in consequence of the superstitions
ideas of the people regarding dizcase and
death following the new religion. The
teachers had acquired some flueney in the
language and had superintended the build-
ing of the chapel, twice the size of the old
one. As the teachers had sutivred from fe-
ver and ague, it wasresolved to settle teach-
ers from Aneityum, who were considered as
more likely to stand the climate.  Accord-
ingly two of them, nawed Theothen and Va-
thea were sclected for the service. Their
scttlement is thus deseribed by Dr. Turner:;

« After pulling for half an hour up the
beautiful lagoon, we reached the landing
place, and there a crowd of natives waited
our arrival, who gave us a warm and hospi-
table welcome. A table wasspread for the
captain and myself in the house of the teach-
er; and in another house provision was
made for vhe hoat’s crew and the newly ar-
rived teachers. After conversation with the
teachers, it was arranged that for the pre-
sent, they take up their abode with the Ra-
rotongan teachers.  'We then had the na-
tive drum heat, to call all to service. The
new chapel locks clean, light and commodi-
ous. Itis 45 feet by 35 fect, wattled and
plastered, thatched with grass, pulpit built
with coral stones and some rough forms
throughout as seats. Abcut 150 assembled
in ten minutes. One of the teachers gave
out & hymn and prayed. Xgavean address
in Samoan, through a Fate man as inter-
preter, and heinconclusion conducted sing-
ing and prayed. All were remarkably at-
tentive and orderly. Soon after the service
the captain and I were led to two scparate
heaps of yams, taro, sugar canc and cocoa-
nuts, covered with 2 mator two. ‘The one
was a present to him, and the other to me.
By and by two lads who had been to Sa-
moa, came cach with a pig as a present to
me; and presently an old lady came along
with a cooked fowl and some hot yams in

—d
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a basket, as a present to the captain and
myself.  The old lady who was dressed ina
gtraw honnet and a Turkey red cotton gown,
turned out tv be the wife of the chief. Mean-
while Mr. Griffin, the second officer, was bu-
sy on the heach, buying pigs and yams for
the ship. We were pleased to sce the great
change at this place in their demands while
bartering  Formerly it was all trinkets and
tohacco ; now it iscalico and shirts.  ““ Ca-
lico, calico, calica,” was the constant cry.
Haviny filled the two boats, and promising
to send in again in the morning some more
Manchester goods, with which to buy the
yams and pigs they had still to sell, wesaid

dar ..Y'

The next visit of the Mission vessel in the
following year, marks an important cpoch
in the history of the mission, as thena chris-
tian church was formed on the island. The
measles had prevailed, having been carried
thither by a vessel engaged in the sandal
wood trade. About thirty persons helong-
ing to the christian scttlements died, among
whom was Pomare, who had stood so nobly
by the teachers in all their perils. Mr. Ged-
die who was on board, furnished an account
of the proceediugs that followed their arri-
val, which appcared in our pumber for June
1862, which we transcribe as we belicve it
will be read with new interest.

“The report which the teachers gave of the
mission was more encouraging than it had
been our privilege to hear during any pre
vious visit. The time to favour this dark
Istar-i, on which so many devoted teachers
haa aillen by the hand of violence and the
deadly influence of discase has at last come.
The whole population in the district where
the teachers reside is professedly christian,
and attend on the instructions of the teach-
ers.  T'he tribes around them are however
in darhness and continue to practice the
worst abominations of heathenism,and from
these the christian party receive some an-
novance. But at the time of our visit the
heathen were at war amoog themselves and
t'ic christians werc not molested by them.
it was a traly lovely sight to sec a small
community of persons, attached to the doe-
trines and practising the duties of onr holy
religion, amidst the unbroken heathenisin
that surrounds them. The little leaven
will in due time leaven the whole Jump, and
the spark which has beenkindled in Erakor
bay will become a mighty flame to illuminate

the whole island. The teachers told us that
some of the natives were desirous of being
haptized and publicly professing their faith
in Christ and ohcdicnee to his will.  Some
of the natives of this place had been at Sa-
moa and understood something aboat the
nature and design of Church ordinances.—
Neither Mr. Murray nor I were prepared
for such a request, yet we dare not hastily
dismiss it.  We concluded after much con-
sideration to examine 13 candidates who
were reconumended by the teachers.  After
the examination of the several persons on
the leading truths of the Bible we were sa-
tistied with ten of the number.  Their views
of diviue trath werc clear and far more ex-
tensive than we ventured to hope; the ear-
nestness which they manifested gave us

! much confidencein their sincerity ; and their
good hye, and got out to the ship before !

general conduct the teachers assured us was
consistent and exemplary.  Unprepared as
we were fordispensing the sealing ordinances
of religion, yet after a long interview with
these Vatian disciples, we could only say as
Peter did on another occasion, “Can any
man forhid water, that these should not he
haptized 27 It was accordingly arranged
that we should spend the Sabbath at this is-
land and dispense the ordinances of haptism
and the Lord’s Supper.

The Sabhath was a lovely day. Thesky
above was clear and cloudless, and the ses
around was calm, the breeze heing scarcely
strong enough to ripple the surface.  After
hreakfast two boats were lowered, and Mr,
and Mrs. Murray, Capt. and Mrs. Williams,
Mrs. Johnston, Mr. Turple, first officer, my-
self, and all the other church members on
board went ashore.  Soon after we landed,
the Jongo was heaten to give notice that the
hour for worship had come. We met ina
plain grass house which was made comfor-
table with mats and native cloth. There
scemed to he over two hundred people pre-
sent aid the house was quite full.  One of
the Rarotongan evangelists preached a ser-
mon in the Vate language. Itunextdevolv-
¢d upon me to administer the ordinance of
baptism to ten adults and one child. Then
followed the dispensing of the Lord’s Sup-
per by Mr. Murray.  During the serviees
of the day four different langnages were
spoken—the Vatian, Samoan, Ancitrum
and English, that all might he cditied aod
hear the wonderful works ot 3o in their
own tongme.  There was in that interesting
and memorahle meeting much external di
versity, but I trust we were one in hean.
It was impossible in our peculiar circum-
stahces not to think of the “ general assem-
bly and church of the first horn” which shall
he made up of persons of ““every kindred
and peopleand nation.” At the close of our
meeting the little church on Vate was for-
mally constituted.  We fecl much interest
in this little band of witnesses for Christ in
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$he midst of surrounding heathenism. May
that tender flock enjoy much of the divine
Shepherd's guardianship and care. They
peed your prayers and X trust these will not
be withheld. T shall never forget the day
on which it was my privileze to unite with
the followers of Christ on Vate in commem-
morating the dying love of our common Sa-
viour. Angels no doubt were interested
spectators of that lovely scene. It must
have heen & happy day for the native teach-
ers. During their night of toil I sympa-

thized with them, and I now felt that I had !

a righs to rejuice with them in their joys.
God has put honour on these humble and
devoted men, in making them the instru-
ments of gathering from heathenism th.
first Christian church on the island. Dur-
ing our visit we opened 4 new station in the
bay at aplace culled Pango.  Some natives
came from that district heguing teachers.
They formerly had Samoans living among
them, but most of them died, and the others
were removed.  There is reason to hope,
however,that their labour was not altogether
in vain, A small party have built a house
and meet on the Sabbath day to pray. but
they have no person toteach and guide them.
"¢ responded to the call for help from this
quarter after receiving a promisc from the
chiefs that the teachers would be protected
aod treated kindly. Rokarua a Raraton-
gan, Thivthiv an Ancityumese, were set
apart for Pango, and Toma a Rarotongan
and Vathea an Aneityumese were instruct-
ed to remain at Erakor, the old station.

In 1862, the Jokn Williams again visited
the island.  The work was found still in
anencouraging state. Oncof the Ancityum
teachers and one of the Rarotongan had
died. A hurricane had devaswted the is-
land, leaving not a building standing. The
teacher’s houses and the church were swept
away, the breadfruit trees were laid low,
but in a short time the Christians had ahun-
dance of food, while the mass of the Heathen
were suffering from scareity of food.  This
was caused by their industry, and by their
cultivating foreigm vegetables, which come
in opportuncly when any disaster befalls
the native crop, while the Heathen have a
saperstitious fear of new kinds of food, The
ckristian village had a simple code of laws,
whick Pomare their chief administered with
great vigour and to the satisfaction of the
community. The deputation found a necat
new church erected capable of holding a
hundred persons.  The people gave a pre-
sent of food to the ship, consisting of pigs,

pumpkins, yams and taro. The church
members made their first contribution to
the parent society, which consisted of 5. 6d.
in cash and 280 1bs. of arrowroot. A num-
ber of the natives were baptized, so that the
number of church members amounted to
42, to whom the Lord’s Supper was dis-
pensed. The people however, had yet no
portion of the Bible translated into their
own language, and the need of missionaries
to carry on the work was strongly felt.—
The anxiety of the people will appear from
the following extract from the report of the
deputation :—

A deputation from the Church, headed
by the chief, came off in canoes to reiterate
the request for a missionary.  They said, |
‘we have on several visits of the *“John
Williams,” heen promised amissionary, but
still he was not forthcoming.”  We rephed,
¢ We are delighted at your earnestness to
bave a servant of God in yvour midst, but
vou must wait paticutly as other islands
have todo.” *Oh, ves, we may wait, said
some, ‘but before he comes many of us may
be dead.” ‘But what can we do? Mis.
sionaries are so scarce. There are so few
men in the Church of Christ who are willing
to lcave their homes and come out to a bar-
barous heathen country like yours.” On
hearing this, the chief, Pomare, at once vo-
lunteered to procced forthwith to England,
in search of a missionary, feeling assured
that if he could lay his ¢laim before any one
of ou young ministerial Brethren, he would
not fail to sccurc a pastor at once for his
people. We dissuaded him from thinking
of 50 long and perilous a journcy, and en-
deavoured to show him that a missionary
would arrive sooner by writing for oue, than
hy his going personally. Seme of the party,
dirccting their attention to Mr. Vivian, a
voung missionary proceeding to Haahine,
said, * Why can we not have this missionary
to stay with us ¥ * Oh,” we replied, “he
has been appointed to another sphere, and
cannot stay with you.” ¢Oh let us take
him by force,” said some, ‘while we have
the opportunity.” Mr. Jones asked them if
it would be proper for s man to take a casc of
goods addressed to aucighbour and appropri-
ateitto hisownuse.  * Ohyno,” they replied,
¢ that would he a theft, and very wrong.'—
* Would you then, be thieves,’ heasked, * by
taking this missionary who has been sent
labelled to another people and another is-
land ¥’ After this they thought no more of
it, and so Mr. Vivian escaped being tied
hand and foot and lowered iuto a canoe.

The desire of the pcople has at length been
gratified by the settlement of Mr. Mormrison
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among them. It will be scen that he com-
mences his labours under most favourable
eircumstances, the people inone quarter be-
ing christian, though in great need of being
taught *“the word of God more perfectly.”
The ficld is laree, it being supposed that
the island contains some 40,000 inhabitants,
more than Tanna, Erromanga and Ancity-
um tocether.  The people are considered a
superior race, having more of a Malay cast
than the inhabitants of some of the other New
Hebrides islanas, and exhibiting more me-
chanical ingenuity. But with the wide field
of heathenisin around, there is all need of
the churchhbeing earnest in prayer for God’s
Spirit to descend in his quickening and sav-
ing power.

;-——-m-—-
THE PLAGE OF THE SERMON IN PUBLIC
WORSHIP.

BY PETER BAYNE, ESQ.

Waorship is between the individual soul’
or the Christian Assembly, and the Most
High. Itisnotaninterchange of sentiment
between man and man, nor an instruction
of mau hy man; it is the adoring homage
paid by man to his Creator. Both in pub.
lic and in private, there may be worship
without preaching or even reading.  On the
other handd, there may be reading or preach-
ing without worship ; and there may be oc-
casions oun which it is expedicnt and profi-
table to have cither the one or the other
apart. Nevertheless, the connection between
the two is so close, that they are practically
indissoluble,and there are abundant grounds,
both in Scripture and in the precedents of
cighteen Christian centaries, for their asso-
ciation. Christianity is pre-eminently the
religion of love—of the feelings; but it is
cqually distinguished from all faise religrions
by being the religion of light—of the intel-
lect. ‘The fundamental relation of the ser-
mon to the worship of the congregation is,
therefore, plain. It is part of that ““ prepa-
ration of the heart,” by which theemotions,
purificd from the grossness of superstition,
and cnlarged and clevated by knowledge,
become the hest and highest expression of
man’s wholc nature. It tends to sccure that

worship shall not be merely of the feclings
but of the understanding, not offered up to
an unknown God, but to One on whose face,
to speak reverently, the lamp of Scripture,
held in the hand of the preacher, has thrown
revealing light. Strong fecling, unless it is
mere exaggerated sentiment, is the child of
knowledge, the handmaid of truth ; and as
the preacher passes from attribuie to attri-
bute of the Divine character, from manifes-
tation to manifestation of the Divine power
and goodness, he surgests at each step new
cause for adoration, gratitude and praise.
Preaching is thus, as Edward Irving calls
it, the “food and nourislunent’® of all other

arts of Divine worship. To éxalt it too
lighly is impossible. It is the “ royal ordi-
nance of the kingdom ”  The Reformers
and the Puritans did not err in attaching to
it unbounded importance. * Here,” says
the divine just quoted, addressing the Chris-
tian minister, *“ put forth all thy knowledge,
all thy wisdom, all thy strength of manhood,
with all the gifts and graces of the Divine
nature. Take thy liberty : ocenpy thy com-
mission ; beatdown the enemies of the Lord ;
wound and heal ; break down and build up
again. Be of no school ; give heed to none
of their rules and canons. . Take thy liber-
ty; be fettered by no times, accomnmodate
10 man’s convenency, Spare no man’s pre-
judice, vield tonoman’s inclinations, though
thou shouldst scatter all thy friends, andre-
joice all thine enemies.  Preach the gospel!
not the gospel of the last agre, or of this age,
but the everlasting gospel ; not Christ cru.
cificd mercly, but Christ risen ; not Chn
risen merely, but Christ present in the spi-
rit, and Christto be again present in person.
Dost thou take heed to what Isay 2 Preach
thy Lord in humiliation, and thy Lord in
exaltation ; and not Christ only, but the Fa-
ther, the will of the Father.  Keep not thy
people banqueting, but bring them out to
do hattle for the glory of God; and of His
Church; to which end thou shalt need to
preach them the Holy Ghost, who is the
strength of hattle.”

When we ray that the sermon onght to
to be part of the preparation of the heart for
worshipping God, we do not circumseribe
or confine it.  On the contrary, we openup
a ficld as wide as the Scriptures of truthand
the conscience of man, on which the preach-
er may expatiate. And, since it isa prelimi-
nary, an accompaniment. an aid, of worship,
rather than worship itsclf, the sermon ad-
mits of greater latitude in thought and ex-
pression than would be consistent with rer-
erence in the act of offering up prayer or
praise to God.  Suhject always to the im
perative requireroents of solemuity and car-
nestacss, the preachceris warranted by Secrip-
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taral example in introducing almost every
mode of utterauce into the pulpit.  Be-
tween the terrific satire of Elijah and the
heaven like serenity of John, he may adopt
every tone of human speech. We do not
forget that this liberty may be abused, and
has been abused.  We do not forget the
readiness of worldlings to cry out on the
slichtest deviation from conventional deco-
ram on the part of the preacher, that heisa
mountebank, and thas to throw discrediton
the gospel of Christ.  In these days of sen-
sation, affectation and false orivinality, it
is necessary to be more than usually expli-
cit in coudewmuing pulpit ecceutricity of all
kinds. Nevertheless, it is well that the
Christian preacher should know his liberty,
aund should dare as occasion may arise, to
exercise it.  The essential point is that he
be carnest, that his soul Le stirred to its
depths by fervent devotion to his work; that
no doubt be possitle for the hearer that itis
not of himself but of his Master he is think-
ing. The Saturday Review has repeatedly
assatled Mr. Spurgeon with such epithets
as ‘ Mountehank’ aund * Buffoon ;”” hutwe
should have no hesitation in pronouncing
his pulpit practice accordant with Scriptu-
ral precedent and the example of great
preactiers frowmn the Reformaton downwards;
and for the simple reason that, though caus-
tic in his pulpit satire, and daring in his pul-
pit humour, he is invariably felt to be rev-
erent, earncst, and intent on his work. Mr.
Spurgeon, however, as & man of acknow-
ledged and extraordinary genius, may safe-
ly venture upon ground where not one man
in a thousand would have stable footing,
and it is hetter for the overwhelming ma-
jority of preachers to seck variety and viva-
city for theig pulpit addresses from sources
w' ‘chiinvolve noperil.  Sources of this kind
are inexhaustible.  The Bible itself is a ma-
gazine of thought, of imagery, of language,
which reveals new treasures to every new
investigation. Banyan, one of the great
masters of Eaglish style, learned to preach
and to write by study of the Scriptares, and
much that is vigorous, nay, picturesquc,
idiomatic and majestic in the expression of
our great modern stylists, Macaulay, Car-
Iyle, and Ruskin, is derived from early ac-
quaintance with the Bible. No preacher of
whom it could be said that he was mighty
in the Scriptares has been other than a great
preacher. If we were asked to give in a
siugle word, a rule for interesting, effective,
Eipular preaching, we would say,—Let its

sis he strict and accurate exegesis of the
text; its illustration the imagery of Serip-
ture; itscentre, Christ.  In the preseat day
the literature clucidative of the Bible is so
extensive and so valuable, its topography
and archeology are so complete, that there
is less excuse than ever for flat and uninter-
esting preaching.

Our Loreign RMissions,

Letter from Rev.J. D. Gordon.

Divtrox’s Bay, ErroMANGA.
Dec. 1st., 1864.

My Dear Sir,

As the * Kate Kearney” a vessel in the
cmploy of Mr. Henry, sails hence at this
time for Svdney, I avail myself of the op-
portunity of sending you a few lines.

As I do not now remember what the con-
tents of my last to you were, I shall mercly
mention & few things which have transpired
since that date. But first in order I have
to thank the *Pavent of Good” for his
goodness and protection to us ward, vouch-
safed in answer to our own and your pray-
ers on our behalf.  In reference to the work
of the Lord amongst us, you believe as 1
do, I trust, viz., that this is the rulc and not
the exception, * According to your faith, so
be it.”” Faith undoubtedly is the principle
of Missions. I was struck with a remark
made by the late Missionary on this island,
in a letter (one of his latest) written to Rev.
S. F. Johnston. It was to this effect and
when this night was darkest—* Our faith
was never stronger than at this hour.”

The rising rays of the Sun of Righteous-
ness have chased away the shadows of that
glcomy night, and blessing and praise to
“ Him who sits upon the throne,” the Sun
is still risinz and dispelling from this be-
nighted land the horrors of darkness. 1Itis
the Lord’s doing.

I have now six native assistants recently
sent farth and by the Lord of the harvest I
trust. These young men with one excep-
tion have been receiving instruction for abon
three months past, chiefly in the art of read-
ing and teaching others to read.

About five weeks ago on enquiring if any
wished to be baptized two gave in their
names. Subsequentlv threemore, and at a
later date two more. With these I met
twice a week during the time mentioned,
and on last Sabbath Nov. 27th the first five
(the others having como too late) received
the first of the scals of the covenant of graee.
Others 1 consider fit subjects for baptism bus
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& styness hard to conquer, I presume, kept
them back.

According to the order in which they
stood the rite was administered first to the
women of whom there were two. The first
was a young woman, a mect emblem 1 hope
of a goodly number, in this vineyard who
shall yet fall in with that glorious company,
who shall become the Bride, the Lamb’s
wife. Among the young men was her bro-
ther—another token for good ; and both are
fatherless and motherless.

I am sorry to add that Satan tried to do

us an icjury on the following morning, in-.

asmuch as the husband of the other woman
baptised made an attempt on her life. As
the man is one of the most obliging aud in-
offensive on the premises, and withal a pro-
fessing Christian—I am inclined to think it
was areal possession. T'wo hours afterward
he was very much ashamed and grieved,
and said it was Satan in him. It occured
carly in the morning and made a tremendons
excitement ; 5o much so that many thought
it would do the advancing interests of Chris-
tianity much injury when they would hear
of the event. Nothing would do but some
must go to Rowvilix a place on the oppo-
site side of the island to counteract the an-
ticipated evil among the cnemics to Christ”
ianity. Though I could applaud their
golicitude I did notapprove of the proposal,
but they appeared to think it so important
that I yielded. The poor transgressor by
way of reparation was forward to go also,
which he did. So I hope it may tend ra-
ther to the furtherance than the hindrance
of the gospel.

I observed on Sabbath that he sat ontside
(the church is too small for the attendance)
during; worship, and while I was reading
he was pretending to be reading another
book, a ting he never did before ; so I con-
clude that the Adversary had been in him
some little time.

I am thaukful to God that contrary to
my anticipations, I am as free to do all in
my power for the clevation of the down-
trodden women as need be. This shows
the marvellous chasge which has come over
these people, when a few years ago, the
three or four women who came to receive

instruction from the late missionary’s wife,
received for so doing many a castigation on
thair return.  To iddicate the servile posi-
tion occupied by native women still more
clearly, it may be remarked that I was in-
formed since the occurrence referred to, that
the man thought he should have heen bap-
tized first.  But he was not a candidate, and
if he had been it would not have made any
difference.

The Dayspring,with the Rev. J. Copeland
on hoard as a deputation sailed hence for
Ancityum a fortnight ago, since which time
I have not heard of her arrival. A galedead
ahead commenced a short time after clear-
ing Dillon’s Bay, late in the evening. The
gale here lasted about 30 hours and during
that time the vessel would be going before
it; brt as the wind was S. E., I think she
would clear New Caledonia. I have had
some fears for her safety because the cargo
shifted on the voyage here from Fate, and
when she sailed hence the awning was not
down and the sea ran high outside. Ves-
scls at Santo and Fate were wrecked less or
more. One lost aboat and bulwarks. Ano-
ther lost her fore topmast, &c. I hope the
Dayspring is safe, and has escaped the storm
and may not be detained by the French at
the Loyualty Islands if she ventures thirher.

The gale blew down the hannanas of the
natives here, but besides did them little in-
jury. It put me about a good deal. I
lookeéd hourly for the downfall of my house
built with so much toil. Itisalarge fabric,
about 50 feet by 20, one-half of which is
converted into a schoolroom. Oue day,
with the rain coming downin torrents, was
spent in shoreing it outside and trying to
secure the roof.  As the roof was about to
fall in with the pressure of the wind, I put
shores of slabs inside.

A poet says—* woes cluster.”  After
these little trials, I fell with a bottle of lini-
ment and cut my right hand severely, which
together with an attack of diarrhaca, (most
debilitating in this climate) laid me aside
for a week. This prevented me from going
to see the teachers scttled as 1 had purposed.
I am thankful to say I am well again. Ma-
na has been unwell since, and even before,
my arrival. He remains quiescent.
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Last Sabbath I attempted to preach my
first sermon from Luke ix. 57. I frequent-
1y blunder with the tenses when attempting
to speak extempore. Though my know-
ledge of the language now is equal to eigh-
tecn months or more of unaid _J efforts at its
acquisition, still there is much yet to learn.
I have recently discovered an error in the
gelection of words. As it is & little funny
1 may mention it. For some time I had
been remembering, or intending to do so,
widows in my devotional exercises. On
making farther inquiry however, it was as-
certained that I myself was a nefi, and was
referred to as an example. Ihud been pray-
ing for bachelors !

The questions proposed to candidates for
baptism, are the following :—

1. Do you belicve in Jechovah God, onr
Father, and in Jesus his Son, and in the
Holy Spirit,—three, but one God only ?

2. Doyoutake God the Fatherto be your
Father, and God the Son to be your Ssvi-
our, and the Holy Spirit to create within
you a clean heart.

3. Do you believe you are by your begin-
ning, a sinner, poor and undone.

4. Do you take Jesus alone to be your
Saviour,and rejoice because His blood wash-
es away your sins ?

5. Do you say now in the sight of God,
and his people you will leave off the works
of the heathen which are contrary to the
word of Jchova Nobu, and will take the
word of Jehova to point out to yon the way
of life and truth, and for a rule to you all
the days of your life 2

Yours in endaring bonds,
J. D. Gorpox.

Letter from Rev. D. Moryison.

ErAROR, Fate, Oct. 27th 1864.

My Dear Mr. Bayne,

‘We are now here two months and a half.
We were landed on the 5th of August.—
Our new house which was ordered at the
first visitof the Dayspring, had been erected
but not finished when wearrived. Wewent
therefore into a honse occupied by the teach-
ers, which they readily vacated forus. Af-
terwards we ascertained that this also had
been built for a missionary, a year and a
half ago.

Being unwilling to barden the people
with work, we remained there abont gix
woeks.  Our bouse in Eraneon being habit-
able, we moved into it Sept 21st.

THE HOUSE.

1t 15 about 45x17 feet, with about 7 feet
post. It affords us four good sized rooms.

Qur kitchen or cook house is in a scparate
building. The floor cousists of mats spread
on a layer of coral pebbles. The ceiling
and partitions are a wicker work of reeds.
To prevent ocular observation between the
rooms mats are suspended to the partitions.
The roof is thatched with pandanus leaf,
which so far is quite tight, looks rather neat
inside, but is very liable to be distucbed by
heavy winds. The walls of the house out-
side are covered with the same material,
and look rather shaggy.

Owing to the want of boards our doors
and windows are notin keeping with the
latest improvements. The sides of boxes
rough from the saw, with some additions
made here, are our doors; and our window
sashes are screwed to stakes by which they
are supported. Having the blade of a pit-
saw I managed to make wooden handles,
which enabled us to geta few pieces of plank
sawed for door cases. We have a good lcg
on the pit half sawed, which I am delaying
the work till the planting is well nigh finish-
ea. {engaged with Mr. Inglis to get the
natives there to m.ake me boards, which he
has donc; but some how they have not
found their way here yet. X expecs them
by the Dayspring now in & week or two.—
Our house stands on

THE IBLAND OF ERANEON.

This is a small island about 10 acres in
arca. It stands at the head of Erakor bay.
But the sea inside the reef runs inland of it
by three quarters of a mile. This inlet
opens to the south and runs inland in a
northerly direction. Erakor village stands
near its entrance on the eastern side. Era-
neon stands in the middle of it, opposite the
village. Being inside the recf, the wateris
always smooth between the island and the
shore. Five minutes take us acrossin aca
noe, The water is not over two fathoms
decp where we cross. Our landing places
both on the island and mainland are excel-
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lent, there being bold, smooth water and a
sandy beach. The village ashore stands at
the foot of a bluff which very much deprives
it of the fanning of the trades. In the is-
land we enjoy their refreshing breath the
wliole day long. The island has been se-
lected as offering a more salubrious site for
a house ; and I have no doubt our hopes will
be realized. Some five families from the
village come with us to the island. The
basin in which Erancen stands as well as
as the sca outside the reef abounds in vari,
ous kinds of excellent fish ; which, however,
are not often caught, owing to the wanto
proper gear.  Thus as far aslocality is con.
cerned, our lines have fullen to us in pleas-
aud places.  But this is not all.
TRE TEACHERS,

Are Rarotongans, Toma, his wife and
child ; and sister-in-Jaw, now left a widow
in thisstrange land. We have great plea-
sure in testifying that hitherto all of these
have proved to us invaluable friends. What
may turn out hereafter we cannot divine ;
bur hitherto the teachers have been to us all
that we could desire, and more than weex.
pected.  'We have only to hint our wishes
when they will get them forthwith executed.

What service they rendered to the causc of

Clirist here I need notsay. Letthe church
in LErakor, the result of their labours by the
blessing of God, speak of that.  Imay men-
tion one rcason why they very naturally feel
under some obligations to us. When we
came first, Toma was so fe.ble that it was
with difticulty he walked to the shore to
greet us. I gave him some wine and qui-
nine by which he is so much improved in
health that he is now daily out at his work.

THE PEOPLE OF ERAKOR.
There are about 150 persons old and young
in the village.  Of these about 60 are church
members.  There are now 15 catechumens
receiving weekly instruction. The rest of
the people are favorable to Christianity, and
are in rcgrularattendance on divine services
both on Sabbath and weck days. They do
any work for us as soon as we ask them.
We get from them tokeus of their favour of
such things as they have at hand,—food.
On the day of our arrival the chief showed
us three boys who were thenceforward to

be our servants.  On the Monday after our
arrival the people assembled to give us pre-
sents, consisting of mats and pigs, about a
dozen of the latter, and a heap of yams and
taro. Such as had not their live stock at
hand gave us bits of sticks as pledges. The
chicfs gift was a pledge, which however
was in due time redeemed by a pig weigh-
ing about 150 pounds. At first, when par-
ties from neighbouring tribes came to see
us, our own people came too, as if to sce
that the strangers did not molest us. On
one occasion some il men came who had
been known to be considerably hostile to the
gospel. I was on the island. The female
teachers would not admit them into the
house till 1 came. They sat in the door
und out of that they wouldnot go.  Onano-
ther occasion some strangers came and I
from home. Qur boys and girlsseated them.
selves in a file between the strangers and
Mrs. Morrison evidently determined to pro-
tect her at all hazards.

1 left in Strathalbyn a congregation as
warmly attached to me as any minister
could wish; Lut here the Lord has provided
me another equally so.

I may add here that the people of Fate
are physically rather superior to those found
on the most of the southern isiands; but,
alas! morally nosuch position can be ¢laim-
ed for them, as we shall soon see. And the
people of Erakor, at least, are not lazy.

OTHER PLACES.

Pango, is a village on the coast ahout
four miles distant from us. There we have
now two teachers.  One,an Aneityum man,
has been there for three years. The other
a Rarotongan, came with us. There is no
chureh organized there as yet.  Theattend-
ance on Sabbath is about forty. They are
there like the Samaritans ofold. The chief
ig a steady attendant on worship ; but has
his two wives still. Those that are avow-
edly for heathenism practice their heathen
rites, as of old. Thewomen all attend wor-
ship, and but a few of the men. There are
two persons who desire to be haptized, and
the teacher thinks that their walk and con-
versation would warrant the step.

The father of one of these was a chicf.—
Hc was the tirst to invite teachers to the
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place. His people were all against him.—
But he persisted.  In their discussions on
the subject his people told him, that, as they
did not want the gospel, he had better go
to Erakor, and settle there, where he might
enjoy withont hindrance what he wanted.
He replied: No. This is my land, and I
will remam in it und have a teacher here.—
He died shortly after the teacher came.  On
his death-bed he made his son Matthew
promise that after his discase, he should do
his best to bring and keep teachers there,
that he shoyld not remove to another place,
Matshew proved faithful to his trust. The
people did wish nim to leave but he would
not.

File or Til, is equally ncar to us. Its
inhabitants and those of Mel, in the vicinity
speak a different language from Erakor.—
A canoe from Samoa that was some years
aco drifted to their shores, occasioned this
difference.  They however speak the gencral
language of theisland.  Tam informed that
with this exception the same language that
of Erakor is spoken all over Fate.

The chief of Fil called on us soon after
our arrival requesting a teacher. He was
the only one in the village that wished for
a teacher. He called on us several times
since. Ie is evidently in an interesting
state state of mind, and we use our best
endeavours to drop into his ear the glad
tidings of great joy. On his first visit
he would not admit that he was a sinner;
on his last, he spontaneously declared
himself a great sinner. I am wold that now
there are threc or four others in the same
place favourable to Christianity. Owing
the sad end of the Jokn Williams we have
heen unable to send teachers to them hither-
to.

Since we came here a woman was killed
in Fil. She had been the second wife of a
chief in the bush ; and on his taking home
& third she fled, and betook herself to a Fil
man that she liked. She arrtved on a Sab-
bath afternoon.  She found the man she
wanted at his work in the field, he bade her
go to the house and that he would follow,
she went, and he did follow with other two
dark-hearted heathens like himself, overtook
and killed her on the way. The trunk they

cast into the sea and rescrved the extremi-
tics for a feast.  Some of our people hap-
pening to go the way on Mouday, found
out what was going on, remonstrat:d end
prevailed in getting them to desist from their
canuibal purpose. X may add that in the
nearest villages to us this horrible practice
has been falling into disuse for the last few
years. Thus though the gospel is not yet
preached among them the presence of Chris-
tiauity on the island is exerting an influence
in checking evil.
TIRAIKON.

This man might be called “ I>ahomey the
second.”  Meis a great chicf, holding sway
over thirty villages inland aud on theother
side of the island. He is reported to kill a

man for his table, every day in the year.—
He keeps a haremof some 130 wives. They
and their children fall victims to his canni-
bal propensity.  When his wivesarcout ut
their work, he destroys the children ere they
return.  Their little ones are missing.—
Symptoms are not awanting which too
plainly declare theirend.  Stifl the wretch-
ed mather must conceal her goief, lest she
also be made to share the same fate! Re-
portsays that all his wivesare young, What
has been said will suggest the reason why.
If any man or woman in his domains ven-
tures to manifest disapproval or dissatisfac.
tien, his death warrant is immediately is-
sued and no sooner issucd than exccuted !
Docs ot Fate need missionaries ¢ Does it
not need to be prayed for ! Who knows
but the Lord spares this old sinner to n}nkc
him yet a trophy of redecming love. The
dark places of the earth arc full of the ha-
bitations of cruclty. The practice of bury-
ing alive, prevails around us. And as if to
add poison and gall to cruelty, the victim’s
head is left above ground, In this condition
he is left in the jaws of a lingering death,
Sometimes passers by call : ““Arc vou yet
alive ¥””  If there isa response the wretched
sutterer is upbraided for his calamity—that
of living so long ; and stones are hurled at
his head till life is extinet,

An old woman from Orutap took refuge
here for some time.  Bat as our people were
speaking to her about Jesus she preferred to
return home, let come what might, rather
than even come to church.

Last Sabbath we had a shock of earth-
quake which made our louse creak and
shake likea basket. The people tell us they
have instances of these cvery vear. The
teachers experienced some of cousiderable
violence in their day. :

Yours very truly,
Doxavp Morrisox.
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Religions  Fntelligence.

Palestine,

The Rev. Prinie Berry of the Dutch
Reformed Church has been labouring for
some time as a Missionary in Palestine.—
He lived for some months on a slope of
Herymos. The houses in that region he
describes as follows in a letter to the Chris-
tian Intelligencer :—

A DWELLING.

A native house is & simple thing, built of
stone, abont eight feet high, with one, per-
haps two doors, measuring three or four feet,
which made consideralle of a how necessary
for one of my stature when entering, and
which guve my head many severe repri-
mands for not observing the required deco-
ram.

But let us get within and take a survey.
Two doors and one window ; mud walls
and mud floor ; ceiling past description—hut
T can tell you how it wasmade. Three large
beams run from side to side, upon these
smaller beams are laid, and upon these again
are placed round picees of wood about three
feet long and quite close together, over these
are spread brush and thorns to the depth of
a foot, and upon these is thrown earth, which
when rolled i3 from six inches to a foot deep.
There must be a slight incline upon the
surface of this carth in order to turn water,
and the earth must be very frequently; rolled
with a stone roller, made expressly for this
very purpose.  Now, these beams and sticks
which compose the ceiling are as crooked as
nature could make them, and between them

rotrudes a portion of leaves and thorns.—
hen a house is new, although an eye-sore,
still the cciling is clean, but this disappears
after a winter’s residence, for the house is
literally a smoke-house during the months
when Boreas rules.  The fire is made in the
centre, the doors and windows are closed,
and man and beast within enjoy the luxury
of fire with smoke, since they cannot have
any without smoke. After onesuch winter
the ceiling becomes as black as soot, with a
good deal of the reality clinging to the wood
and leaves. The walls and floor can be
cleaned, but the ceiling must remain, like
the Ethiopian, black. Such a room is
shown at Nazarcth as the kitchen of the
Virgin Mary.

Within such a room the family live.—
Upon the floor they spread mats upon which
they lav their beds. These with a few
cooking instruments, compose the furniture.
Here persons of both sexes, sometimes three
and four generations, sleep. Here they en-
tertain their guests, and in winter besides

father and mother, son and daughter, uncle
and aunt, friend and neighbour, they bring
in horse aud donkey, cow and calf, sheep
and goat, chicken and dog, whosharc in the
shelter of the dwelling, andnot unfrequently
the donkey or goat makes his master his
bedfellow.

‘Fhe gross immorality of such life is some-
what counteracted by the natives sleeping
in their own clothcs. We endeavour to
remedy these evils among the Protestants,
but custom and poverty are their excuses,
Yet when we arrived in the mountains, we
found our house lovking quite attractive,
and could scarcely realize that such had been
the winter scene a few monthsbefore. New-
ly mudded, the walls and floor looked really
clean—for here they clean by bringing in
mud-—and we went to work arranging it in
Europcanstyle. Herewe spent three happy
months, occasionally entertaining forcign
fricnds, and twice honoured by the Bey, (the
governor of the district,) with his escort,
who condescended to teach us some of the
mysteries of this unfathomable abyss—the
Arabic. But our neighbors focked to see
¢“ the franks.”  So beautiful was everything.
How muchdoesitcost! You must be rich!
Oh, how sweet! America must be a land
of wonders! Such was the admiration over
the simple articles of farniture we broughs
with us.

MISSIONARY WORK.

Now our souls longed to be at work.—
What could we do for this poor village, num-
bering about three thousand souls 7 I knew
one of our Protestant neighbours was faith-
ful and devoted. I got him to have family
worship at our house every evening. He
read, expounded, and prayed. I did my
utmost to add a word of exhortation. OUn
Sabbath we opened a Sabbath school, and
endeavoured to teach the children to read,
and thev learned a few passages from the
Bible. But we found ¥ difficult to keep up
an interest. They wished to be paid for
coming. The favour ~as all on their side

THE WOMEN.,

The women, (poor thmngs!) some of then
could not believe they Had souls ; and asfor
csus Christ, he never died for them. A
man would never die for a woman! To
learn to read was folly. What good could
reading do a woman? Men might o
heaven, but there was no heaven for women.
What would a woman do in heaven! It
was sad to see these daughters of Eve w0
deeply sunken, resigned to their state of ig:
norance. A blind fatality locking them in
its embrace, which will not permit them to
exert themselves in extricating their sonis
from its present bondage. What ditlercnce
is it to them, if heavenor hell is before them!
If heaven is for them, no one can close its
gates ; if hell, no one can bar theirentrance.
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How they need to hear the voice of Jehovah
ringing through their souls, “ Awake, and
call upon thy God!” The women can be
very properly divided into four classes :

1. Those who live without any ides of 2
future state, beside the mere notion that
such a thing is possible—whose lifeand hope
are no better than the beast’s.

2. Those who faintly recognize a heaven
and hell, butwho live indiffarent to either—
their destiny being with God.

3. Those who, like the men, trust in the
Virgin, saints, and pictures for salvation.

4. A few Protestants,who cast themselves
upon Christ, as all their hope and all their
salvation.

The Free Church of France.

History offers few nobler things to con-

template than the grand old Protestantism
of France, It had but just suffered St. Ba-
tholomew, with its 100,000 murders, when
it conquered a peace under the wally of La
Rochelle from the most splendid power that
France could array. It vigorously held its
own in the desperate civil wars which bigot-
ed fury agzain and again forced upon it. ~ It
endured with sublime constancy the tremen-
acous persecutions of Louis the Great.—
Fines, pillagre, tortures, imprisonment, the
gallevs and the gallows, military brutalities,
priestly ingenuities of cruelty, and the chok-
ing lasso of legal wrongs—it knew them all.
In the wild mountain region of the Ceven-
nes—Le Desert, as its own suffering people
called it—among forests, gorges, defiles,
precipices, and torrents, the peasants bade
defiance for two whole years to the disciplin-
edlegions of Louis. W hoever loves to read
of herole deeds and devoted men, can no-
where find them in more glorious abundance
than in the history of Protestantism in
France.

Fuance accomplished her ruinous deple-
tion of the Hugruenots, and the desolations
of many generations wait God’s time to re-
pair. But if any one would sec the living
representatives of the famovs ancient church
of France, let him, along with us, deputies
from the Free and United Presbyterian
Churches of Scotland, enter this long, dim
passage, opening from a third or fourth rate
street jn Paris, and climb this pair of stairs.
A door on the landing place opens into a
small, plain chapel, which may suffice to
accomodate some 500 or 600 worshippers.
We enter and take our seats. The Synod
of the Free Church of France is here met.
This Free Charch, or union of Evangelical
Churehes, is very small, numbering no more
than thirty congregationsin all. Thethirty
pastarsave here, with thirty elders and thirty
deleaates, one from each congrepation —
They come from all parts of France—as far

north as Brittany, and, as their dark and
and swathy faces tell, as far south as the
Pvrenees.  Their meeting here in the heart
of a great city is winked at by the Govern-
ment, though they have been cautioned to
heware of showing themselves in any num-
ber on the street.  f more than two or three
of them should be scen together outside, the
Synod may have trouble.

In this small gathering of ministers, eld-
ers, and congregational delegates, we behold
the real representatives of ancient French
Protestantismm.  True, there are in France
two Protestant Churehes in State pay, a
Lutheran and a * Reformed,” consisting,
the one of three hundred mimisters, and the
other of seven hundred, and embracing
about a million and a guarter of nominally
Protestant population.  But though among
the ministry of these Churches many good
and pious men are to be found, no one who
knows what bondsthey wear, and what fear-
tul errors and deadness exist among them,
will think of saying that the State Church
in cither branch pepresents the faith of their
sires.

The Synod is opened with a discourse.
The preacher this year is M. Bost of Laforce,
whose name i8 known beyond his own coun-
try for his benevolent labours in the training
of imbeciles and idiots. His institutions at
Laforce are “ a wonderful example of chris-
tian benevolence, wisdom, and executive
power.” Four years ago the Government
marked the sense entertained of their value
by adjudging to M. Bost the national prize
for “ The Most Useful Institution.”” Heis
a powerful preacher, full of vicour and ani-
mation. As we listen, a familiar and much
loved name falls on the ear.

*“ Can we ever,” thepreacher cried,  can
we ever forget the venerable Dr. John Bo-
nar, that devoted friend of your Churches *
When we saw him, two years ago, at the
Synod at Laforce, how full of life and health
did he appear! what an expression of good-
ness Wwas spread over his features! What
peace and calm in his whole demesnour!
My dear countrypeople constantly speak of
him still as “The Good.” He delivered at
Laforce his first address in Frenc'. Alas!
it was also his last. We vere far then from
thinking that he was taking his farcwell,
and that, m a little time therenfter these
two attached friends, Frederick Monoa and
John Bonar should meet before the throne
of the Lamb. His love for France was in-
creasing to the last. I will never forget
with what firm assurance he spoke of good
days awaiting our Church. ¢ Oh,’ said he,
‘you will soon have a grand Frec Church.
The National Church must undergo a great
reformation ; or, if it doesnot, the Christian
people will leave it in a body to join you.’
Such was his hope, and it is yours also. . .
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Shall we ever again find a John Bonar?—
Let us ask such a one from the Lord.”
Sermon over, the Synod proceeded to
elect its offivials—a president, two vice-pre-
sidents, and four secretaries. It is done hy
ballot, for the idea of the ballot thovoughly
possesses the French mind. - There is no pro-
posing of candidates whatever.
aper are cut up into slips, and every mem-
her of Synod receives a slip. When each
has wrirten the name of him for whom he
votes, the slipeare thrownintoa hat. They
are then opencd and votes marked, and thus
the clection takes place. The president
elected at this Synod was M. Fischof Pavix,
a man far from unknown v us in this conn-
try, but of whose wonderful energy, versa-
tility of talent, and administrative ability,
few perhaps, have a just idea.  The other

officials were to be balloted for in a similar |

way. The very way in which reports were

to be wiven in was decided by ballot. France !

delichts i the ballot.

The order of procedure inthe Synod from
day to day, daring the ‘week of its sitting,
was this :—there was a morning meeting in
private, from haif past eight to twelve o’-
clock. At this meeting detailed reports from
all the congregations were taken up in suc-
cession, and counsel or encouragement griv-
en as the cace required.  Attwelve o’clock

the Synod adjourned to a repast in the sa-

Joon of a scstawrant some halfa miledistant.
In going and returning, they took care to
scatter themselves and mingle with the
throng of passengers on the street, so as to
avoid heing seen in a company. At half-
pastoune or two o’clock the Synod met again
in public, and continued its sederunt till
five or six o'clock. At this meeting ques-

tionsof zeneral interes and importance were |

A more business-like
When

discussed and settled.
mecting there could not well be

a.memher wished to speak, he said, <“.Je !

demande la parole;” and if two or three
caugrht the president’s eve at once, he wrote
down their names and called on them one
after another.  Every speech went at once
to the point ; which can easily be believed
when it is told that the longest speech de-
livered did not execed a quarter of an hour.
Au evening meeting, from eight to ten, clos-
ed the long and busy day.

Dr. Patcerson of Glasgow, when Modera-
tor of our own Assembly ten or twelve years
ago, remarked that on looking round he was
struck with the rarity of the almond tree
blossom. Young men so largely predomi-
nated that hardly a grey head was to be seen.
The almond tree scarce blossoms at all as
yet in the French Synod. The ministers
are all in their fresh vouth, or in the prime
and vigour « “manhgod. We had expected
to meet witi pious, earnest men, homely,
perhaps, and but little refined. ' We knew
that the whole income of not a few among

Sheets of |

them reaches to about £60 or £70 a year.
Their spheres of labour are oftenremaote and
seeluded.  Theiraccess to hooks and litera-
ture is almost entively barred by the pover-
tv of their lot.  'We could guess the manner
of men that such circumstances are likely to
form. No antivipation could have been
more at fault. We foundourselvessurround-
ed by men of high culture and gentlemaniy
bearing, familiar with European literature,
and at home on any question of scholarship
with which & highly educated mnistry are
i expected to he acquainted. ‘Their keen
i studentship is illustrated by a fact which one
brother mentioned to us.  Eager to master
the English language, he committed to
memory, in the course of his daily rides and
| walks to visit his scattered flock, the whole
v of the Life of M‘Cheyne hy Mr. Andrew
; Bonar! Never, certainly, in any company
| hias it been our fortune to meet so large a
! proportion of really first-class men, 'The
| commanding powers of M. Fisch, the mas.
| terly abilities of M. Bost, and of M. Pozz;
| of Bordeaux, the fine intellect of M. Pres.
{ ense, the brilliant promise of M. Duchemin,
:
}
i
|
i
!
|
!
|
i
|
]

the remarkable gifts of young Theodore
Monod, the great popular talents of M
i Lenoir—where is the company of thirty
men among whom so many minds of 50 high
an order are to be found 2 Can we douly
that the Most High has a work to do in
France when he has sent forth agents ofsuch
i quality 2
The Synod which sat in the cnd of No-
vember last will be memorable for an im.
! portant step which was taken in the finan-
| cial organization of the Churches of the
[ union. ~ Heretofore their financial system
i has scarcely been under any order at all.
i Each minister received his salary from his
| congregation in petty sums and at uncer-
| certain times, just as they were able or in-
! clined to give it.  In the case of the smaller
and weaker congregations—and the greater
part arc far from strong—a comuiittee of
of the Synod dispensed aids from a central
fund which was made up from the gifts of
the larger congregations, the donations of
the United Preshyterian and Free Churches
of Scotland, and the offerings of the larze
hearted in various parts of Europe.  Some-
times it has happened that there has been ac-
tual want of the necessaries of life in the
dwelling of a minister. Now the Synol
has appointed that all congregations shall
immediately adopt what is so well knowa
to us of the Free Church as the Sustents-
tion Fund method of ingathering.” The
Treasurer of each congregation will remi
the monev so gathered to the committee it
Paris. The central fund thus constituted
will receive all the gitts and donations from
abroad, and forcign aid is an absolute o¢
cessity at present.  Once in each quarter
the committee will transmit to cach paster
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his quarter’s salary. The rule adopted is
not that of an equal distribution.  The rates
of salary ditfering much in difierent parts of
the kingdom, will continue on the same
scale as at present.  But the regularity and
gystem which will be attained under the new
rule will effeet a happy change, which will
lift & burden off many a poor minister’s
heart.—£". C. Record.

Syria.
STATE OF THE COUNTRY.

The gratifying veport made last year un-
derthis head, can now be repeated.  The ad-
ministration of Daoud Pasha, the Christian
Catholie Governor of Mount Lebanon con-
tinues to be charaeterised by commendable
jastice, vigour, and liberatity. The conse-
quences are, that there is a sense of security
to which the land has long been & stranger ;
industry and thrift begin to extend ; and all
the interests of socicty have received a new
impulse. Ifpeace shail be maintained in
Europe, and foreign Protestant Powersshall
not prove derelict in respect to their proper
influence on the councils of the ‘Turkish Go-
vernment in favour of religious liberty, the
prospect will be hopeful, ag never before,
for the future of Svria.

The signs of progress continme to multi-
ply. There is anew intellectual life in so-
ciety, and the interest in education increas-
s rapidly. A hoarding hizh-school, estab-
lished in Beruit by Mr. Butrus Bistany,
where the charge for tuition and hosrd is a
Jarge suin for that country, has about 150
scholays, and is wholly self supporting. It
has Greek, Maronite, Greek Catholic, Druze,
Moslem, and Protestant pupils. A female
boarding school, under native instruction
snd government, in the same city, is also
well managed, :.nd so successful as to pro-
mise that it will soon be independent of out-
side cost.

SCHOOLS OF THE MISSION.

There are twenty-five common schools,
containinz + five-hundred and  forty-eight
pupils.  The seminary at Abeih has thirty-
three pupils—a lavger number than at any
former periol.  Some of these are from
Maronite familics on the borders of the Kes-
wan—the stronghold of papacy and bigotry.
Five have been connected with the theolo-
gical department during the year.  Of seve-
ral other young men in the school, the hope
isexpressed that they love the Saviour, and
will become useful labourers in his service.
The graduates of the seminary are scatter-
ed overa wide region of an Arabicspeaking
poputation. The last report of the Abeih
sation says :—

“In our Mission, almost all oar native
preachers and Lelpers, a considerable por-
uon of our teachers, and most reliable print-

ers were educated, wholly or in part, here.
Others of the pupils are Iabouring as preach-
ers in the Arabic portion of the Armenian
field, and others again in connection with
various Missions from England and Ameri-
en, in Northern Syrin, Damascus and
Egvpt.  Of the considerable number who
have been educated more or less in this in-
stitution, and have gone iuto other than
Missionary employments, few are known to
have returned to their former sects,

The female boarding school at Sidon,
under the care of Miss Masen, has ten pu-
pils. At the completion of the first year of
study, a public examination was held, at
which many of the most intelligent and in-
fluential residents of Sidon were present.—
Such was the impressiou made upon them,
that therc was subsequently wmuch discus-
sion on the merits of the school, as compar-
cd with instruction given by the Jesuits and
Papal sisters of charity ; and several parents
resolved to remove their danghters from the
charge of the latter, and put them in the
Protestant sch It was with much diffi-
culty that thefivere induced to suspend,
for a time, the execation of their purpose.

THE PRESS—TRANSLATION,

The printing for the year has been 8,000
volumes, and 9,000 tracts ; making an ag-
gregate of 6,869,000 pages, of which 4,668,-
000 pages are of the Scriptures, and 40,000
of tracts. ‘The whole number of copies from
the beginning is 354,640,and of pages, about
50,000,000. The volumes of Scripture dis-
tributed during the year, were 6,142 ; and
of other hooks and tracts, 8,272,

At the end of 1863, the translation of the
Old Testament had heen carried by Dr.
Van Dyck to the 23rd chapter of Isaiah.
He expects to complete his great work by
the end of the present year. 'T'he portions
published have been received with the high-
crs favour by all who are not opposed to the
circulation of the Word of God.

A new step, by the Jesuits in Beruit, in
publishing a book against Mohammedanism,
very abusive in its tone, and calculated to
influence the passions of the Moslems, it is
strongly suspected waslundertaken to pro-
voke the Government to a rigid censorship
of all the printing presses in Syria ; and thus
fetter the Protestant press, very little print-
ing having been done by the Romanists.
Happily if that was the object, it scems to
have failed.

GENERAL REMARKS,

In connection with what is said above, on
the condition of Mount Lebanon, the follow-
ing extract from the last veport of the Abeih
station deserves consideration :—

““ While it is true that the government of
the mountain was never better, and we are
free to open schools wherever parents dare
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send their children, it is no less true that
the Protestants are a small and hated mi-
nority. Providence has made the Druzes a
wall of defence for the present. To them,
under God, it is due, that we pursuc our la-
bours on this mountain.  The purely Papal
districts, we are not yet able, directly, to
reach. In the villages where we have
schools, and there is a mixed population,
the children of papists generally attend.—
The Maronites arc the dominant sect, and
ride on the crest of the wave. These are
the halevon days of the cowl and the mitre.
Politicians and time servers are aware of the
fact, and trim their sails accordingly. ¢The
prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests
bear rule by their means, and the people love
to have it so.” But the Lord reigneth, and
we ave astonizhed as we sce to how great a
degree He maketh even our encmies to be
atpeace withus., The school, theseminary,
the press, the pulpit, are unfettered.”

Bible Mission t*rabia.

“ The Bible Mission to®&rabia has been
renewed in connection with the Bible Socie-
ty, the agent it this second enterprise being
Mr. Eliah Rehanch, a native of the country
near Nineveh. A frisnd at Leeds has ex-
pressed his intention to contribute £100 to-
wards this object,—the British and Foreign
Bible Society, ever ready to enter in by all
promising openings made in Providence,
giving a suitable subsidy. Eliah has already
sailed for Maskat, with a suitable store of
Scriptures to make aDeginning. It is pro-
posed that, after visiting the districts on the
coasts of the Persian Gulf, he should go to
the Tigris and the Euphrates. He ma
find peculiar difficulties in Turkish Arabia,
if the late to he lamented interference of the
Turkish Government with the work of Bible
and Tract Colporterage beextended to this
remote portion of the empire. If the Turk-
ish Gevernment depart from the principles
of religious toleration which it avowed a
few years ago, it will destroy the principal
claim which is has to the sympathy of Bri-
tons.”

. —am
Aews of the Shunch,

Presbytery of Halifax:—Poplar
Grove Church.

The Presbytery of Halifax metin Poplar
Grove Church, Halifax, on Tucsday even-
ing the 11th April. There were present the
Rev. Messrs Murdoch,King, Sedgwick,Mec-
Knight, Stuart, Steele, Murray, McMillan,
and Annand, miuisters ; and Messrs. Edwd.
Taylor, G, Taylor, James Farquhar, G.

Hutton, and R. Murray, Ruling Elders.—
After sermon by Mr, Annand, the Modera-
tor, Rev. Mr. Maxwell, took the chair and
constituted the Preshytery by prayer. The
Presbytery then proceeded to the visitation
of the congregation. The questions pro-
posed to the M nister—Rev. P. G. McGre-
gor elici‘ed most satisfactory replies.  The
Gospel is fully and fuithfnll{ preached—the
congregation is ministerially visited once
a year—the afflicted are visited attentively.
"The Pastor has always heen attentive and
regular in his attendance on Church courts.
The ordinances and Sacraments are admin-
istered in an orderly way. Baptism is not
administered unless either of the parents is
a member of the Church.

The Elders were able to answer in the
affirmativeall the questions proposed to them
—a fact as rarc in Presbyterial visitations,
as it is gratifving. They pray and advise
with the families of the districts assigned to
them. They all teach in the Sabbath
School, visit the afflicted, and assist their
minister in every way within their power.
They attend the Prayer Mecting and tuke
part in its exercises.

The Session meets fortnightly for busi-
ness, conference and prayer. ’I‘hey have
special meetings for dealing with young
persons connected with the congregation
who have not yet united themselves with
the church. One of the Elders always ac.
companies the minister on his pastoral visi-
tations. Lvery cffert is put forth by every
member of the Session to support the Sal-
bath Schools, which are two in number.—
In these there are 20 teachers and about 160
pupils, The Shorter Catechism and Bible
Lessons are the basis of instruction.  There
are 500 volumes in the Library. £60 have
been raised during the year for Home and
Foreign Missions; and nearly £200 for the
Widow’s Fund. Districts are allotted to
the Elders. The Session keeps a record of
their proceedings, and of baptisms, mar-
riages, and deaths in the congrogation.

The Managers were able to report that
they paid £300 per annum to their pastor,
This they did not regard as adequate, but
they could not, at present, afford more.—
Besides this they had assured their minis
ter’s life. All pecuniary obligations are
met promptly and fully ; and a most com-
mendable degree of liberality is manifested.
The salary is raised by pew rents and church
door collectious. Tie pew rents are paid
quarterly, each pew holder placing the
amount due by him in the collection box og
the Sabbath.

These,with other facts which were elicited,
the Preshytery regarded with great satisfac-
tion. Professor King characterized this s
a “ model congregation.” Messrs Murdoch
and Sedgwiek spoke in terms of merited
commendation; and so indeed did every
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member of Presbytery who took part in the
proceedings. e have witnessed many
similar meetings, but never one so thorough-
ly satisfactory. Mr. McGregor haslabored
with unremitting industry, and burning
veal, directed by rare discretion and sound
judgment. Fortwenty years has he preach-
ed, and visited, and prayed, and taught, and
his labor has not been in vain in the Loro.
Were we asked to point to the best organ-
ized and the hardest working Presbyterian
congregation in Nova Scotin we would,
without hesitation, point to Poplar Grove
Church. The Presbytery found nothing
but order, unanimity, liberality, and every
reasonable evidence of spiritual prosperity.
The visitation was brought to a close at 94
o'clock, and the Presbytery then adjourned
till Wednesday morning.

The Presbytery met on Wednesday
morning in the School Room under Poplar
Grove Church. The same members were

resent, with the addition of Rev. W. For-
ong. A reference from the Session of
Poplar Grove Church was brought for-
ward by Mr. Hutton. It was stated that
the Pastor’s healthdemanded, in the opinion
of his medical advisers, a year of complete
rest.  The Session had unanimously agreed
to the proposal made by M.. McGregor,
that he should retire from the city for the
eriod mentioned, and the approval of the
g’rcsbytery was now sought for this and the
steps that are necessary to secure the regular
supply of the pulpit during Mr. McGregor’s
absence  Mr. McGregor himsclf gave ample
explanations as to the reasons which had
convinced him that it was his duty to take
this step. The Presbytery agreed unani-
mously to express their deep sympathy with
Mr. McGregor and the congregation
io the circumstances, and approve of the
proposed arrangements. It was apreed to
apply to the Home Mission Board for the
services of Mr. Edward McCurdy for three
months, two months to be given to Poplar
Grove Chu-ch, beginning with the second
Sabbath of July.

The Presbyteries prescribed trials for li-
cense to the following Students who had
finished théir Theological course,—Messrs,
Peter Morrison, D. R. Miller, John Forrest,
?. McDougall, Edward Archibald, and S.

reser.

Professor King called attention to the loss
sustained by the death of Professor McCul-
loch of Dalhousie College, and paid a just
snd generous tribute to his memorv. He
then stated that as the Synod would have
the appointment of a Professor to fill Mr.
McCulloch’s place it would be well for Pres-
byteries to have the subject in view. He
brought before the Presbytery the pre-emi-
ent qualifications of Professor McKnight
for the position, and submitted testimonials

from the institutions in which he had dis-
tinguished himself as a student.

Mr. Kobert Murray reported with regard
to Bridgewater, and stated that Rev. Mr.
Maxwell had kindly consented to supply
that congregation for the last Sabbath of
April and the first of May, after which it
was hoped the pastor would be at home
and able to resume his work.

Mr. Cameron reported that his congrega-
tion had sccured the services of Mr. Mowat
as a Catechist during the summer. Mr.
Edward Archibald has been placed .as a
Catechist under Messrs Sedgwick and Mc-
Y.ean with a view to the supply of Meagher’s
Grant and Antrim Settlement. The next
mecting of Presbyteryis to be held in Poplar
Grove Church on the tirst Wednesday of
June, at 10 o’clock, a. m.

The Presbytery of Pictou

Met at Little Harbour for the Preshyte-
rial visitation of the congregation on Tues-
day 4th of April. Thisis the latest formed
congregation of the Presbytery, and it was
not without misgiving that the Preshytery
agreed to organize them as a separate con-
gregation. ‘The result of the visitation was
highly favorable. The young minister had
been most zea'ous in his labours, aud the
people showed, that they appreciated hig
efforts on their behalf. They have fully
paid up he sum promised as stipend, and
the Preshytery therefore agreed to apply
to the Home Mission Fund for the sum pro-
mised as supplement. Mr. Suatherland
preaches one fourth of his time at Salt-
srrings and the Presbytery received from
that quarter an encouraging report of the
;rogress made. The mnext meeting of

reshytery will be in James Church, New
Glasgow, on Tuesday, 23rd May.

Presbytery of P. B. Island.

This Presbytery metin Tryon Presbyter-
ian Church on the 29th March. In conse-
quence of the state of the roads, bhut few
were present, viz : the Rev. R. S, Patterson,
Moderator pro-tempore, the Rev. George
Sutherland, clerk, and the Rev. W. R.
Frame, Ministers; with Mr. W. Gillis,
Elder. In the absence of Rev. Mr. Falcon-
er, Rev. Mr. Frame preached from Jere-
miah xxii: 5.

Mr. Frame reported that he had moderat
ed in a call at the Brae, West Cape, and
Campbellton,—that the call was in favour
of Mr. Wm. Stuart, Probationer,—that it
was nnanimous, and signed by seventy-nine
members and one hundred and elevenadhe-
rents,—and that he was requested to sup-
port the call in Presbytery. Mr. Frame’s
report wasreceived, and his diligence appro-
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ved.  On motion, the eall was sustained,
and presented by the Moderator to Mr. Stu-
art  Mr. Stuart then craved a month’s de-
lay for the consideration of the eall, which
was granted,  In view of his ac cqnmnm of
the ul)l the following sul jeets were pre-
sctibed as trids tor ordination. viz: ]’ap
Ser., Rom. viii : 17 Lecture, Matt, xvi: 21
=28 ; Homily, Gall. vi: 14; Exereise and
Add,, Heb. i 3,-=withthe Greek New Tes-
tament, the 4th century of Chureh History,
and the tirst four chapters os Isaiah in 1eb-
(A

Mr. Stuart was left at Tryvon; and M.
Bernard wias granted two additional Sab-
bath’s at West 8t Peters,

Atfter a full enquiry into the condition
and numbers of the adherents at T'ryon,
the Preshytery resalved to organize them
into a congregation at an early day, and
appointed the Rev. Messrs, Patterson and
Frame to attend to thi, husiness.

The Preshytery adjo irned, to meet in the
Free Clireh, Charlotte lnwn on the last
Wednesday in April, at 11 a. m.

Opening of the Presbyterian Church
at Summerside.

On Sabbath the 19th inst., the Preshyte-
rian Church at Summerside was opened for
religious worship. The seymon inthe moru-
ing was preached by the Rev. R, 8. Patter-
son, of Bedeque, from Exodus 20th chapter
ver, 24th, last elause, *“ In all places where
I record iy name I will come unto thee,
and I will bless thee ;”” the sermon in the
afternoon by the Liev. W, R. Frame, the
pastor of the congregation of Lot 16 and
Summerside, from Ist Kings, 8th chapter,
ver. 27th, “ Will God indeed dwell in the
carth ;" and the sermon in the evening by
the Rev. Isaac Murray, of Cavendish, from
Isaiah, 57th chapter, ver. 7th, last (hmo,
“ My housc shall I;c ralled an house of pray-
er for all people.” Al the discourses were
appropriate, and the services very impres-
sive.  The Church was well filled atall the
services, more capecially in the afternoon
and evening, thoush not crowded, which it
no doubt would have heen were it not for
the nnfavourable state of the travelling.

The Preshyterian Chureh at Summerside
i> a very neat building, occupies a conspic-

Rev. RS, Pattersor  ere accustomed to
preach at Summersiae, each onee 1 month,
on the Sabbath afternoon.  Afrer Mr. Me.
Leod’s removal to Newport, Mr. Patterson
preached every alternate Sabbath, at the
same time of day, which he continued to do
until the ordination of the present pastor.
At tirst there wis not even a school house

U in which to conduet religious services, and

it was necessary to preach in a private dwel-
ling, and on onevecasion no plice conld be
found for public worship. At length a
schoothouse was creeted, and in it for atime,
the different denominations held religious
services.

The audicnces were at first small, some-
times scarcely a half dozen of persons. Nor
could they be expectad to be large. Sum-
merside seven or cight years ago had a ve-
ry small number of inhabitants,  Of late,
however it has rapidly increased.  Persons
have flocked to it from various parts.  Mer-
chants and other men of business are estab-
lishing themselves there ; and Summerside
bids fair soon to hecome a considerable town,
and we believe it is contemplated to make it
a city.  Our andiences accordingly on the
Sabbath gradually became more numerous,
and have especially been much increased
since the Rev. Mr. Frame has beeome the
pastor of the congregation: and we felt de-
lighted to see the church so well filied on
the day of the openinge of it for Divine ser-
vice. We were disposed to say * What

' hath God wroucht.”

The Preshyterians in Summerside de-
serve much eredit for theirzeal and activity
in erecting sofine a church there ; and their

¢ thanks are duc to the other denominations

uous position, and appears to great advan- i

tace. It is forty feet in breadth, fifty-five
in length, independently of the pon h over
which is the spire.
comfortably. The interior is well finished.
The plasienn;z, the pulpit, the pews, all dis- |
lay nestuess and taste. It hasan cud gal-
ery.
In December, 1856, the lot, on which the
Presbyterian Church is crected was purcha-
sed. “The Nev. John M. McLeod and the

It will seat 450 persous |

. of professing Christians for the countenance

and aid whicl they have received from them.
The Rev. Mr. Frame has a most cheering
Krospcct Lefore him, and we trust his great
Master may long spare him to cultivate the
promising ficld, and thal in regard to the
place of worship just opened, it may be said
of many, “'This man and that man was
born there.”
Bedeque, 24th March, 1865,

Ordination at Glenelg.

Dear Sir,—
I may state to you that the Preshyters of
Pictou met at Glenelr, on Wednesday ‘the
15th February, for The ordination of the
Rev. Mr. l’nl)l'ulo The day was fine, the
roads were good, and the state of the wes
ther was favourable, conseguently there was

i a large congregation as the people could

|
i
|

¥
t

casily assemble from all quarters of that
wide and cxtensive field over which che
oung minister was to be ordained as pas
or. Indeed it is mor> like a diocese thar
a parish, and it is truly wonderful how 1
R v, Jobn Camphell stood it so long wib
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out breaking down. T am not at all sur-
prizel that he had to give it up on account
of his health and strength.  Kven the por-
tion of his former ticld of lahour that is now
allotted to his suceessor at Glenelg is large
enough for two ministers, taking in the East
River of St Mary's Upper Settlement.  In-
deed it is to be hoped that ere long an ad-
ditional lahourer will be got to take part of
the field.  The people of Caledonia willsoon
be able and willing to support a minister
amony themselves; the people of Glenelg
and the East River are already able to do
80, if they wounld only try, for they seemn to
be a large and prosperous congregation.—
The Rev. Mr. Downie preached a very able
and suitable diseourse fromn 2 Cor. iv. 5,—
We preach not ourselves  but Christ Jesus
the Lord, &c.,” after whieh the Rev. Mr.
Pithlado was ordained and set apart to the
office of the holy ministry by solemn prayer
and imposition of the hands of the Presby-
terv.  Suitable addresses were then given
hoth minister and people on their respective
dutics, and when the congresation was dis-
missed they weleained their newly ordained
pastor at the door ot the church. Tt is en-
couraging to see the cause of Christ pros-
pering, and the church extending her hor-
ders on the right and on the left. The Rev.
Mr. Campbell presided on the occasion and
to him it must have been very cheering in
his old age to sce a voung und active fellow
labourer settled in his own immediate neigh-
bourhoad, over & people who furmed part
of his own flock for so long a period.
Tam, yours very truly,
Drxcav B. BLaiz.
Laggan, 7th March, 1865.

=)
The Sabbath School.

SNBBATH SGHOOL LESSONS FOR JUNE.
FIRST SABBATH.

Stnyuer @ The good Samaritan, Luke x.
25-37.

Verse 25.—Lawyer—one who devoted
himsvlf to the study and exposition of the
law of Moses.  Lawyer and scribe scem to
be the same.  Compare Mat. xxii. 35 with
Mark xii. 28, Tempted him. To tempt
means properly to make trial of—to pat to
the test, and is good or cvil according to
the motive from which it springs, and the
end to which it is directed. See both in
Gen. xxii. 1. and Mat.iv. 1. What shall T
do? This question docs uot seem to be an
enaring one, as in Mat. Xxii. 17 ; nor a
@ptious onc, as indat. xxii. 23; nor an
wumest one, a3 in Mat. xix. 16 ; but rathera

testing one, to try what knowledee and skill
this famous Galilean teacher had in the law.
He was prou:d ot his own knowledge of the
law, and wished to test that of Jesus,  Van-
aty rather than malice prompred him.

V. 26.— Instead of auswering the ques-
tion, Jesus refers him to the law he professed
to expound, and makes him answer his
own question.

V. 27.—He quotes from Deut. vi. 5 and
Lev.xix, 18, Iuspeaks well for this lawyer
that he does not refer to any <pocial precept,
but at once layvs his finger on the great com-
mandment, which Chri-t himself quoted,
as such.  Mat. xxii. 37-39. He knew the
law, but was ignorant of hinsself. See Rom.
it 17-29.

V. 28 —Answered right.—His words were
right ; for, from a legal poiut of view, no
hetter answer conld be given.  Flis dvand
thou shalt live. Reduce this knowledye to
practice and life shall be thine. Perfect
obedience to the letter and spirit of the law
will be rewarded with life.  T'o fallen man
this is_impossible.  See Short Cat. Ques.
82. We must seck life by the obedience
and death of Christ.  Gal. iii. 24,

V. 29.— Willing to justify himself. The
lawyer felt that he had put himselt in an
awkward position, by propounding, so
gravely, a question to which he is made
himself, almost in the same breath to give
answer ; and to get out of the difficaity, he
says, True, but who is wy noiyhbour & Or
perhaps, THIS DO, was spoken, in such &
maaoncr, as to wake him feel that he hasnot
been acting up to his knowledge; and to
evade the application, he raises the side
question, Who is my neighlour ¢ This se-
cond question is altogether wrong—procced-
ing from a wrong state of mind and heart—
from self-ignorauce and seif-sufiiciency. He
asks not, How am I to ~hew sueh Jove as
the law requires # but, Whao hasa claim up-
on my love? He, in effct, savs, Shew me
the man I am bound to love, and I will shew
the Jove thelaw requires. O the contrary,
the real difficulty to an honest heart, is not
to find a proper ohject to love, but Low to
manifest the proper affe: tion.

Ver. 30.—Jesus answerity.  This parable
i3 not an answer to the question as put, but
as it should have been put. It is remarka-
ble for the wisdom and tact with which,with-
out calling attention to it, Jusus scts the

uestion in its proper light, and then makes
the questioner again answer himsclf. 4 cer-
tain man—a Jew, thus bringing into holder
relicf the love of the Samaritan.  Jerusalem
to Jericho—a distance of twenty miles north
east. For the most part the road lay among
rocks and narrow, windingz valleys, affording
hiding-places for robbers ; and so frequent
were the marders committed that a portion
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of it was called, The bloody way. There, at
an after period a fort was built, and a com-
pany of Roman soldiers stationed for the
protection of travellers.  So late as the year
1820 an English traveller was there attacked
shot and robbed.

V. 31, 32.—DBy chance,~by coincidence,
it so happened ; for there is no chance. 4
certain priest—and Levite.  Jericho was a
city of priests and Levites, and many of
them would travel by that road to attend
the temple servicein Jerusalem.  The hard-
heartedness of these men is rendered more
striking by she past, that neither of themn
went away without first perceiving the mis-
erable state of the wounded man.  Theone
saw him : the other came and looked on him ;
but both passed by. Probably they were
returning home from the performance of
their duties in the temple. If so, they had
failed to learn what thatmeaneth, I will have
mercy and not sacrifice. ‘They wereministers
of that religzion which enjoins the opposite
treatmment of the very beast belonging to
even an enemy.  Deut. xxii. 4. No doubt
their excuses—* It is not safe to be lingering
here ; what has happened to him may hap-
pen to us; besides he is pastrecovery ; and,
then, may not suspicion rest upon ourselves?
Let us pass on.”

Verses 33, 34.—~Samaritan. On the ori-
gin of Samaritans, and relation between
them and the Jews, consult 2 Kings xvii.
andJohniv.9. The Samaritan might have
made the same excuses as did the” others.
Instead of that he at once rushes to his aid.
He grave him the compassion of his heart
first, then the help of his hand, next, the
assistance of his beast, and last, kind pro-
vision for the future. Ol and wine, the re-
medies commonly used in such cases—the
wine to cleanse the wound, and the oil to
relieve the pain.

35.— Two pence—-cqual to two days’ wages
of a labourer, Matt. xx.2. If the Roman

enny is meant, the sum advanced would
e 1s. 3d., sufficient for several days’ sup-
port.

36.—The lawyer is now asked to answer
his own question. The question is not,
Upon which is the wounded man to look
as his neighbour? but, Which acted the
neighhour’s part ?

37. The question shuts up the lawyer.
He can give only one answer—an answer
that impliedly condemns his own question,
and the narrow bigotry of his nation ; and
at the same time commends one of a hated
nation. Hence he does it with no good
grace. He might and ought to have said,
the Samaritan.  Pride will nos suffer him,
and he says, He that showed mercy on him.
Having thus humbled and silenced the law-
yer, Jesus adds the practical application of

the story, Ask no more, Who is my neigh-
bour? but go and imitate the Samaritan.

LEssoxs.

1. We may have much knowledge in the
head, and little christian love in the heart.

2. True christian love does not ask, Who
is my neighbour t but sees in every man a
brother, and feels most compassion for the
unfortunate.

3. That religion which does not toach us
thus to act is not the religion of Jesus.

4. Learn indirectly from the wounded
man, our condition as sinners, fallen among
thieves, robbed, wounded, dying. ¥rom the
conduct of the Priest and Levite, the utter
inadequacy of the Law to help us assinners.
From the Samaritan, a beautiful illustration
of the love of Christ, who is the true Sa-
maritan, encountering the same misery—
feeling the same compassion—furnishing
the same assistance—and requiring in his
people the same disposition.

DOCTRINE TO BE PROVED.

We owe adebt of love to all men. Ex. xxii.
21, 22. Matr. vii. 12. 2 Cor. xiii. 4, 5.
Jumes i. 27.

SECOND SABBATH.

Sussecr : Healiny the sick of the palsy.
Mark ii. 1. (Parallel passages) Mat. ix.
1-8; Luke v. 17-26.

Verse 1.—Capernaum—a small town on
the lake of Galilee, where Christ, for a time
made his home, and where many of his mi-
racles were performed. Sec Mat. iv. 13,
and xi 23.

V. 2. Many were gathered together. The
extraordinary character of his preaching,
the casting out of the unclean spirit, and
the healing of Simon’s mother-in law, pro-
duced a deep impression in the town, dar-
ing his last visit. Sce Mark i. 22, 27, 28,
37. Hence the great crowd on the present
occasion. There were among them Phari-
sces and doctors of the law, from all the
neighbouring towns, and even from Judes
and Jerusalem. Luke v. 17. /¢ preached
the word  Jesus could not miss such an op-
pertunity : and his words must have been
solemn and powerful; for, Luke says, the
pewer of the Leord was present to heal them.
It was & blessed opportunity, if they had
known it.

V. 8.—Bringing one sick of the palsy.—
The disease was paralysis, and so cxtreme
was it, that he had to be carricd on his bed,
by fonr men. His bed would be merely 8
light mattrass, with, perhaps, a blanket.

V. 4. —Press—the erowd gathered inand
about the bouse, barring cvery ordinary ap-

proach. Uncovered the roof. "The roof of
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an eastern house is flat to which there is often
access by an outside stair.  Having reached
the roof by some such means, they removed
part of the covering or tiling, and through
the opening lowered the sick man into the
room where Jesus was sitting, likely an
upper roormn.

V. 5.—Saw their faith. The faith both
of the sick man and his friends, manifested
by their works. James ii. 18. This faith
was not, as yet, an intelligent reception of
any certain doctrines, but a deep inward
sense of need, and of Christ, as the one who
only could meet that need. The strength
and sincerity of this feeling, they evinced by
the cfforts they made 1o get to Jesus,  Son,
thy sins be forgiven dhee.  According to Mat-
thew, the words were,—Son, be of good cheer,
thy sins be forgiven thee. A striking example
this, of the way in which the Lord gives
tefore men ask, and better than men ask;
for the man asked nothing; and all he or
his friends expected, probably, was healing.
At the same time, the words, be of good cheer,
seem to indicate that a heavy load was
pressing on the man’s heart, and that the
assurance of forgriveness was fitted to remove
that load.

Vv. 6, 7.—Scribes—expounders of the
Jaw—sitting watching every word and act
with a jealous eye; and thongh they did
not speak, there were deep, dark reasonings
in their hearts.  Blasphemies. For a crea-
tare to arrogate to himself what belongs on-
Ir to God, is to blaspheme. Wio can for-
give sins ¥ "Chey clearly saw the truc nature
of foreiveness, that it isa divine prerogative,
that he only to whom the debt is due can
remit it. They erred notregard: - the doc-
trine of forgiveness, but in refusing to ad-
mit the claims of Jesus, to be the Son of
God.

V. 8. Perceived in hisspirit. They said
nothing, hut Jesus saw and knew it all.—
The prophets, for example, perceived things
by the spirit of Christ : he by his own spint
Sight was imparted to them : original in
him. This proof of omniscience should have
convinced them.

Vv. 9, 10.—Whether is ecasier. Mark
tere that Christ does not ask, whether it is
easier to forgive sin or heal the sick ; for to
omnipotence, they are equally casy, and
without omnipotence equally impossible.—
e asks, rasher, whether it is casier to claim
the power to forgive sin, or to heal the sick.
Evidently the latter is the more difficalt
daim to put forth, because suchaclaim ad-
mits, nay, demands visible proof; while
the former is, from its very nature, incapa-
ble of such proof. Accordingly, by ‘doing
that which is susceptible of visible procf,
he vindicates his right to do that which can-
0t be 80 proved.

V. 12.—And immediately he arose. This
is the visible proof ; and so complete is the
vindication of his claim, that the multitude
were amazed, and wondered, and glorified
God, and said, We never saw it on this fu-
shion. We are not told what was the effect
on the scribes and pharisees. Probably they
murmured. Though silenced, they were
not convinced.

LEssoxs.

1. In this diseased man we have a picture
of our own meral and spiritual helplessness,
#s sinners.  Sin is a disease, Isa. i. 5, 6;
moral death, Eph. ii. 1; incurrauble by hu-
man means, Jer. xiii. 23, But as the sick
man had kind fricuds willing to help him to
Jesus, <o has God provided for us kelps, such
as the Bible—Gospel ordinances—Sabbath
schools. Would that we were as willing
to be helped as was the paralytic!

2. We cannot be healed uunless we apply
to Jesus. He says, Come untome; and we
must g0 or perish.  We mast get to Christ,
whether through the door, or through the
roof. True faith will force its way through
difficulties.

3. If we have faith in Christ ourselves,
we must try to help others to his feet.  See
John i. 42, 45.; iv. 29.; Mark v.19.

4. In trying to carry sin-sick souls to Je-
sus, we may expect to meet with difticulties
and obstacles.  The deviland the world and
the flesh hate such work. And just as the
four men here found their way barred by the
crowd gathered around Jesus, so cold heart-
cd, formal professors are often the greatest
hindrance.

From the success which crowned the ef-
forts of these men, we may learn alesson of
encouragement. Let this pas<age be amo-
del to Subbath school teachers.

DOCTRINE TO BE PROVED.,

Christ is the Physician of souls. Ex. xv.
26.; Ps. ciil. 2.; Hos. xiv. 4.; Matt. xix.
12.; Lukeiv. 18.

THIRD SABBATH.

Sussecr : TheRich Fool. Luke xii. 13
-31.
The Parables recorded in the Gospels may
be divided into two great classes ; 1. Those
drawn from the material world, such as the
Parable of the Sower, of the Mustard seed,

2. Those drawn from the relations of
Man, whether (1) to the world, (2) to his
fellow-men, or (3) to God’s Providence;
such as (1) the Parable of the Barren Fig-
tree, (2) of the Prodigal sou, and (3) of the
Hid Treasare. The * Rich Fool” belon
to the second class, and to the third sub«?’:
vision of this class ; it is intended to show
that in the Providence of God advantages
imply duties, that we are holly dcpendens



138

The Home and Forcign Wecord.

May

on God and should form our plans in hum-
ble submission to His will.

Ver. 18.—A great multitude were listen-
ing to the words of Jesus.  Oneis so world-
ly that he interrupts the speaker with & pe-
tition to divide the inheritance. By Jewish
law the cldest child should have a double
portion, the remainder to be equally divided
am ng the other children.  Disputes of this
kind were settled by three judges. This
hearer wished to make use of Christ to in-
crease his own cstate, instead of to save his
soul. '

V. 14. —Ncither Christ nor his ministers
have been sent by God to take the civil ma-
gistrate’s oftice out of his hand. Christ
therefore rebukes the man. He addresses
him as a stranger.

V. 15.—~The untimely interruption by
the “ mun” arose from greed.
Christ to denounce ** «/f covetousness.” We
must not too eagerly seck what is our own.
One’s true life grows not out of his worldly
goods howeve= abundant.  Christ himself
had none of this world's riches, yet Ho had
“life” for Himself and all that belicve on
Him. Many of the greatest and best men
have been poor.

V. 16.—The rich man heve secures his
wealth honestly.  God prospered him to
try him.

V.17.—God knows men's thoughts.—
“Noroom : Arc there no hungry oncs to
fecd—no widows-—no orphans? Arc there
no ““ Schemes of the Church” asking aid ?
These are the barns and storchouses which
ghall last forever!  To give thus is to send
your riches before you to Heaven.

V. 18 —HRarns.  Pits walled with stone
in which grain wasstored.  He proposed to
enlarge the pits.  Iu the East grain is gene-
rally storcd as putatoes often are in this
country. How prudent this man: yet he
is a fool,

V. 19.—Foolishly he counts on many
years when he has not one day. Al his
lans are thoroughly selfish and ungodly.

he prosperity of fools shall destroy them.
How often do men retiring from a successful
business act and arguc like this man!

V. 20.—God has a different plan and it
is J{is plan which must hecarriedont. We
may lose sight of God in our arrangements,
but lc never loses His grasp of us. The
rich man thought himself prudent; God
calls him, * Thou fool!” He counted on
years of sclfish pleasure ; God calls him to
Judgment this nighi.  * Whose shall those
things be 2 H/om shall they proF1T. A
man spends his life in gathering wealth: he
leaves it, perhaps to strangers or enemics;
perhaps 1o children who instead of profiting

by them are only led to destruction!  Ece.
ii. 18; Ps. xxxix. 6.
V. 21 —Ng—like this rich fool. Tolive

selfishly is a sin against God and a crime

This leads -

againstgociety. He is rich toward God who
uses and enjoys his wealth according to
God’s will  Compare Dives and Lazarus,
What is the ouly truc riches

V. 22 —~The Parable was addressed to
the multitude.  lle now speaks to his disci-
ples who were poor men.  Compare Matt,
vi. 25-33.  Zale no thought.—Be not over-
anxious, fretful, distracted abour it  We
should be diligent and prudent about our
daily work ; but it should never crowd oug
our care for the Kingdom of Heaven.

Vv, 23, 24.—The God who gives life
can give food and clothing. 'Think how
much time and thought is given to these
two objects—food and clothing! Youn
ravens, often forsaken by the old ones, live
on insects that grow inthe nest.  God takes
carc of ravens ; we are better than ravens;
therefore God will care for us.

Vv. 25, 26.—Cubit—about 18 inches:
the length from the point of the eclbow to
the tip of the middlc finger. Evenour own
stature is not in our power: God makes it
four cubits; we cannot add a fifth cubig
with all our fretting. Our stature is the
least consideration: we cannot afieet is:
but God gives stature, strength, soul and
body, and everything that is needful and
uscful for this lite and the life to come. Is
it not toolish not tolook for the small things
at the hand of Him who freely gives us the
great things?

V. 27 —The Eastern lily is a heautifal
scarlet flower, ahout half the size of the “ -
ger lily.”  Solvmon was the most magui-
ficent of Eastern inonarchs.

V. 28. — Grass—herbs, flowers, cvery
thing but trees. Mark the exquisite finish
of every flower—the care bestowed on every
blade of grass: we are more important than
grass (used for fuel in the East ;) therefore
God will clothe us.

V. 29.—Do not worry for food and cloth-
ing. Let not your mind “fluctuate,” hore
hither and thither like a vessel on an angry
sea.

V. 30.—Having the light of the Gospel
and a FaTuer in Heaven we should differ
from the heathen who care for nothing be
yond this | c.

V. 31— _ur first care must he for Christ's
Kingdom in our own souls and in the world
around us. ‘ Strive above all things w
cmbrace the offers of the gospel and to be
come interested in Christ by applying for
his rightcousness; and for the holines
which he requires as for pardoning grace
which he provides. Scek the merit of bis
death and the spirit of his lite, * Christ
himself is the true food : Iis rightcousness
the true clothing.

LESSONS,

1. We ghould never bring our worldly
strifes apd quarccls into the Charch, or
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bring up even a just complaint at an impro-

r time or place. Fze. xxxiii: 31.

2, Ministers of the Gospel should not in-
volve themselves in worldly disputes. John
18: 33-36.

3. All our plans should be formed with
submission to God’s will. James iv. 13-

5.
4. We should devote our wealth to God
who alone can make us truly rich.

5. We should trust fully in God and sub-
mit cheerfully to His dealings.

6. Life is uncertain with the rich as well
ssthe poor. James i. 9-11.

DOCTRINE TO BE PROVED.

The sin and danger of Covetousness. 1
Tim, vi. 6-10.; Eph v. 3, 5. Instances,
Achan ; Ananias, &e.

FOURTH SABBATH.

Sonsrct : Healing a Woman, and rais-
ing the daughter of Jairus. Mark v. 22-43.

While the Parables shew that Nature is
foll of instruction and of divine harmonies,
what it is rightly a stepping stone to high
spiritual truths,—Miracles prove that there
is 2 beneficent Powaer over Nature-that God
iswith the Person who performs them. All
Christ’s Miracles have an outward, physical
sspect, and an inward, moral, spiritual mean-
ing. The Miracles recorded in our Lesson
sre to be found also in Matt. ix. 18-26,and
Luke viii. 41-56. The scenc was Caper-
nanm, and the time, carly in the third year
of our Lord’s ministry.
. V.92.—Jairus was arulerof the Syna-
! pozue of Capernaum,—a * Ruling Elder.”
| Fell at his Feet—a sign of profound respect,
'm0t mecessarily involving divine worship.

Outwardly Jairus was & greater man than

Jesus, but when he saw Jesus he thus hum-

bled himself before Him.

V.23. Hisexample shonld be followed
trusinprayer. 1. Weshould go to Christ;
2, Prostrate ourselves in deepest humility
stHisfeet ; 3. Tellhim earnestly and plain-
ly what we want; 4. Believe firmly in His
power to help us.

V. 24. Jesus never refused prayers such
ssthese. e was very popularat this time
ia Galilee.

Vv. 25-29.—~We should do at once,
¥vith simplicity, what the spirit of faith
hes.  Jewish physicians were gencrally
most absurd in their prescriptions ; and they
reduced this poor woman to extreme
ant and wretchedness.  In her despair she
ied the Great Physician and succeeded.—
ke simplest means are efficacious through
lisgrace. A touchof the fringe of his robe,
id she is perfectly restored. If any are
thout healing, it 1s because they are with-
wfaith, Unbelief aloneis to blame. The
zer we cling to carthly Physicians the
it inveterate becomes our disease. The

slightest touch of Jesus by the hand of faith
brings down richest blessings.

V. 80.—Virtue—power, cfficacy. He
seeks her to bestow more blessings, to con-
firm her. .

V. 81.—Throng him—but one ounly is
healed ! This is because the multitade feel
no need of healing. Thus is it with the
disease of sin.

V.v. 32-34.—She was legally unclean ;
hence her anxiety to conceel hevself. Jesns
sweetly encourages those who come to Him
“fearing and trembling.” Like her, we
should “evermore tell Jesus ““ the whole
truth.”  Daughter—she was still young.—
Thy faith—some do not know that they kave
faith till Christ tells them that they have.
Faith saves not as the cause but simply as
the instrumeut : it leads to Christ. Noone
is too weak, humble, impure, to touch the
hem of His garment and be healed.

V. 85. Observe the patieuce of Jairus,
though he knows his child is at the point of
death. Bnt now the tidings come that she
is dead ; and the people thought that Jesus
wag no more than an eminent doctor who
might aid her while life remained.

V. 36-—Jesus strengthens a faith thas
trembles in fearful extremity. .

V. 37.—This is one of three instances in
which these disciples were favourcd—the
others being the Transfiguration, and the
Agony.

V. 38.—There were professioral wmourn-
ers, minstrels, (Matt. ix. 23) i. e. flute-play-
ers. Jven the poorest among the Jews were
wont to have two pipers and one mournin
woman to make ““ 2 noise” at funerals. Ricﬁ
men would have many more. Wine was
also drunken on these occasions, often to
excess.  (Drinking at funerals is a shame-
ful and barbarous practice.)

V. 39.—The deadare alwaysalive to God.
Bodily death in the hands of Christ is not
essential death, but a sleep from which ha
shall awaken his children in good time. 1n
case of the damsel there was no nced of
these tumultuous mourners ; for her death
was as a short slumber. She was not to be
numbered with the dead.

V. 40.—They ridiculed him—*“ grinned
a ghastlysmile.”” These hircling mourners
were to lose their dues! The world often
““Jaughs to scorn” that christian faith which
sces nothing in death but a sweet sleeping
in Jesus. Five witnesses are present when
the dead child is raised.

V. 41.—Talitha, cwmi. Syriac for, Dam-
sel, arise. Hcaddressed herin the language
which was best understood by kerself. Christ
made the dead hear, understand and obey :
He can do the same with regard to those
who are spiritually dead.

V. 42. The cure in this case as in that
of the womau is complete. The onc was
twelve years an invalid; the cther twelve
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years of ace. Sin is a sickness which may
ripen into death at any age—twelve years
or oue year, or threescore years and ten.

V. 43.—But honour pursues those who
humbly flee fromit. Life must he preserved
by natural means.  Christ raised the daugh-
ter of Jairus from her bed ; the son of the
widow (Luke vii. 14) from his bier; the
brother of Martha and Mary from his grave
(John xi. 44.) Here we have an asceuding
scale of demonstration of Christ’s power
over death ; but the glorious climax willbe
when a/l that are in their graves shall hear
His voice and come forth.

LEessoxs.
1. Atfliction is & great blessing when it
brings us to God: Heb. xii: 6-11.
2. 'We are saved by faith in Christ.
3. Christ can parify us from the discase
of sin.
4. Christ shall raise the dead; John v;
28, 29. 1 Cor. xv: 51, 52.
5. Christ can revive those who are spirit-
ually dead.
6. We should pray earnestly for ourselves
and others.
DOCTRINE TO BE PROVED.
Christ knows the thoughts and intents of
the heart. Ps. exxxix: 1-12; Heb. jv:
13; Johniv: 29; John 2: 24, 25.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS, &c.

MINISTERS' WIDOWS AND ORPHANS
FUND.

The attention of Presbyteries is directed to
to the following resolution of Synod—

* That without committing itself to all the
details ofthe scheme submitted, the Synod ap-
prove of it as a general basis on which to com~
mence the scheme, and authorize the commit-
tee to put the same in operation immediately,
and that the said scheme be published, and
Presbyteries be directed to forward suggestions
to the Committee one month previous to the next
meeting of Synod, when these regulations shall
come up for final approval.”

The Committee is requested to meet in
James's Church, New Glasgow, on Tuesday,
23rd May next.

GEORGE PATTEREON. Secy.

Monies received by the Treasurer from 20th
March to 20th April, 1865.

FOR FOREIGN MIS8ION
Sab. School Children Presb. Ch.,
Montreal, C. W. (Dr. Taylor's)
per D. McKay, Esq.,..........£10 0 0

Tatamagouche Congmgntion,‘. L1417 7
do. 0. per
Rev. Mr, Geddie,..................4 0 0
Mrs, Grant, New Glasgow,......... 100
Miss Grant, do.......... ....2 6
Alex. Fraser, do.... 9
Knox's Church, Pictou,........ 44
do. do. additional... .11 3
The late Miss M. B. Logan Miss'y.

[ ST T S TP, 3 24
Sabbath School Missionary Box,....1 10 0
Carriboo Station,.......... e .3 7 5%
Toronto, C.W. cong., Dr.Jennings,12 2 ¢
Detroit, Mich. do per do........ 215 0
Sab. School Central Ch Hamilton,

(Dr. Ormiston.). ................ 6 0
Miss Ferrior's Boarding School,

Caledonia,.......ooounee. TN 0
Collection by two congregations,

West River Miss. meeting....... 7 L/}
Green Hill cong., for Mr. Geddie's

EXPEUSES,. 1 v v vnerie st 12 4 2

HOME MISSION.

Collection Prince St. Ch. Pictou,....8 14 7
West River cong., Pictou, per Rev.

J.Roddick,......... e aee e 516
Mrs G.Young, Dalhousie Mountain...10 0
SEMINARY.

St. John's Church, Halifax,........ 500

MISSION VESSEL,
Master Artour Murray, Loch Broom,...2 ¢

PAYMENTS FOR HOME AND FOREIGN
RECORD.

The Publisher acknowledges receipt of the
following sums in payment for the Home and
Foreign Record :—

Mr. H. E. McKay, Prince Town, P.E.I..210 00
J. A. McDonald Esq., Sherbrooke. . . . .. 15 00
Rev. J. D. McGillivray, Stewiacke. ..... 5
Rev. Alex. Sutherland, Roger's Hill,....6
James McGregor Esq. New Glasgow,. . .27

5

00

00

Rev. W. Duff, Lunenburg,............17 ®0
Rev. J. Waddell, Sheet Harbour,...... 5 00
Rev. R, S. Patterson, Bedeque, P.E.I....8 00
Rev. John Cameron, NIne Mile River,. .30 6
Mr. Danl. Hattie, senr., Caledonia,. ... .. 4%
Mr. Henry Sterns, Truro,............. 10 00
350

Mr. James McDonald, Piedmont,.......

Mr. A. K. MACKINLAY acknowledges re
ceipt of the following sums :—

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

§ Fecial Collection, Rev. Mr. McLean,.
Mr. J. McAllister, Moncton, N. B......
Clifton Congregation,. .. .............. 308
A Presbyterian, Thank-offering, Corn-
Awallig,{..l.{......].). R 400
es McKay, a i, ... .
ngensionaxy L{eeting},“gg‘de River,
Meeting in Temperance Hall, Halifax. .49 75
Missionary Society, per Mr. J. Grierson,}g g

John Murray, Esq. Mabou, C. B.,.....
HOME MISSIONS.
South Cornwallis,............ PR

Missionary Meeting, Clyde Rivél:,. e 9%
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NOW PUBLISHING

in Monthly Numbers of Eighty pages each, price 25 cents
per Number.

A HISTORY

Sova-Scotin ov Acadie,

BY BEAMISH MURDOCH, Esquire, Barrister at Law, Q.C.

This work, on which the author has been engaged since 1860, will contain a full
account of the early French adventurers in this country,—their mutual contests,—
the wars with the English, the circumstances of the conquest,—the settlement of
Halifax,—the Indian wars,—the attempts at re-conquest and the particulars of the
final expulsion of the French inhabitants. i

1t will then trace the progress of the British in Nova Scotia in war, in settle-
ment, and in legislation, in the form of annals; bringing the chain of transactions
down to modern times.

Many battl:s and sieges which affected the fate of this and many other parts of
North America will be noticed. Among others, the sieges of Port Royal
(Annapolis), of the fort in St. John harbor, those of Jemseg and Nashwaak, and
the two sieges of Louisbourg, also that of Beausejour,—all of which occurred
within the original territory of Acadie.

The writer was induced to undertake this work, by observing the success of the
Becord Commission of Nova Scotia, in collecting a mass of manuscripts which
contain information that was before wholly inaccessible, regarding the early events
inthis country. Among these are the correspondence of the French governors
with the ministry at Paris, copies of which were procured from Canada, and the
wrrespondence of the British governors with the Secretaries of State, &e.,
thtained from the State paper oftices in London.

Every available source of information has been investigated closely, to obtain
full materials from original and authentic documents, both printed and manuseript,
% that everything valuable connected in any way with our early history might
preserved.

1t has been found necessary to publish this book in numbers instead ot volumes
u originally proposed.

The numbers will be issued monthly, each number to contain 80 pages.

The whole work will probably be completed in about twenty numbers.

Provision will be made for the proper division into volumes, with Prefaces,
Indexes, &c., for each.

The first number is expected to'be ready for delivery during the present month.

No single numbers for sale. Supplied to Subscribers only.

15> Subscribers names will be received at the Book Store of Messrs A. & W.
Mackinray, Halifax; and by Mr. THoMAS JAMES, who has been appointed to
tuvass the city, and deliver the numbers.

JAMES BARNES, Printer and Publisher.
Havrrax, March, 1865. *
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1865. SPRING AND SUMMER IMPORTATIONS. 1865.
MILLINERY:AND FANCY GOODS!
GEORGE ALEXANDER

Begs to announce that he has reccived per steamers * Europa,” « Thames,” and
“ Palestine,” &e., a complete assortment of

PARIS AND LONDON MILLINERY,

.

—IN—
Full Trimm~d BONNETS, ’ Millinery Bonmnets, in Crape, &c.,
Ladies and Mis<es Trimmed HATS, Dress Caps and Head Dresses,
Artificial Flowers, Bonnet and Hat Plumes,
“

Bonnet Ribbons, “  QOrnaments.

LADIES’ and MISSES’ STRAW HATS

in every variety of shape and all the latest styles.
Plain Devon and Crinoline BONNETS.
Babies' Cloaks and Pellisses, Babies' Silk and Cashmere Hoods and Hat:‘i

PAISLEY AND TISSUE SIIAWLS, SILK MANTLES,
RICH DRESS SILKS, &c., &e.

I. M. SINGER & CO’S.
LOGR STITEH SEWING MACHINES,

For Family Sewing and for Manufacturing Purposes,
[SECURED BY SEVENTEEN DISTINCT PATENTS.) b)
These Mach:nes combine all the latest improvements, and will Stiteh, Hem, *
Gather, Fell, Bind, Embroider, or Braid with great rapidity and neatnass.
Persons requiring a reliable instrument for family sewing, and for manufae.
turing purposes wili do well to call on our agent, Mr. H. A. TAYLOR, Ne. %
Sackville Street, and obtain a descriptive pamphiet (gratiz) and see for them
selves before purchasing elsewhere. . .
I. M. SINGER & C0.,
No. 4538, Broadway, New York.

JAMES BARNES, -

«> Printer and Publisher, ;
142 Hollis Street,
HALIFAX, N. S.

@

Books, Pamphlets, Blanks, and every other ,‘
description of Printing executed with ‘

neatnoss !md‘tt short notice.



