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PREFACE

\__ —ﬁ_:‘ ’ ‘_"

i J O event ever proved fo intetefting, to mankind in general
- and to the inhabitants of Europe in particular, as the dilcovery
- of the new wotld, and ‘the paffage to India by the cape of

Good Hope: it at once gave rife to a revolution in the com- -

merce and in the power of nations, as well as in the manners,
_induftry and government of almoft the whole world, At this
period new conne&ions were formed by the inhabitatits of the
moft diftant regions, for the fupply of wants they had never
. before experienced. The produ&jons of climatés fituated undet
the equator were confurned in countries bordering on the pole;
the induftry of the merth was tranfplanted to the fouth; dhd
- the inhabitants of the weft were clothed with the manufa&tures

of the éaft; in fhort, a general intercourfe of oplmons, laws

. and cufloms, difeafes and remedxe.s, virtues and vxces, weré
eftablithed among(t men.

In Europe, in particular, every thing has been chaniged in
confequence of its commerce and conneion with the Améris
can continent ; but the changes which took place priof to the
late revolution, (which eftablifhed the liberties of the*United
States, and transformed the dependent colonies of Britzin inte
an independent commonwealth, or rather a fociety of com-
monwealths) only ferved to increafe the mifery of mankind;
adding to the gower of defpotifm, and rivetting fafter the
fhackles of oppreffion ; the commerce of Spam, in particular;’
with the new world, has been fupported by a fyftem of rapine,
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iy : PREFACE.

murder and oppreflion ; a fyﬂem that has fpread defolanon and
diftrefs not only in America, but in Europe and Africa. She
has, however, benefitted but little by it, for her ftrength, com-
merce and induftry, have evidently declined in proportion to

. the influx of the gold of the new continent. With Great-
Britain, for a confiderable period, things appeared fomewhat
different ; till the epoch of the revolution her commerce with
America increafed her national ftrength, and added to her own
induftry and wealth, whlle it defolated and ravaged the coaf{
of Afrlca. .

From the peri\qdjof the revolution, the influence of Amierica
on Europe has been of a different kind : the glorious ftruggle
‘which the United States fuftained, and the inquiries to which

. that eventful period gave rife, did much to raife mankind from
that ftate of abje&t flavery and degradation, to which defpotifm,
aided by fuperftition, had funk them : from that period the rights

- of man began to be underftcod, ‘and the principles of civil
and rehglous liberty have been canvafled with a freedom before

' unkﬂowu, and their influence has extended itfelf from the pa-
lace to the cottage : in Thort, the revolution in the late Britith
American colories bids fair ultimately not only to occafion .
the_emancipation of the other European colonies on that con- -
tinent, but to accomplifh a complete revolution in all the old
governments of Europe. o

~ We have already feen a patriot king,, aided by 2 hero who .
fought for the caufe of freedom under Wathington, ftruggling
to-render his people free and happy ; and we have witneffed 2

perjured defpot expiating his crimes on the feaffold, at the'com= -

mand of 2 peoplé roufed to a fenfe of their injuries and rights,
by men who had affifted in eftablifhing the liberties of America.
~—In refle®ing on thofe fcenes as individuals, we can only la-

- ment the want of fuccefs which has attended the former, 'and
regret the cri/mes of ambitious and unprincipled individuals,
which have certam}y tarnifhed, but not- deﬁroyed the glory

) : : - of
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of the revolution, ‘which has attended the latter. The florm

will, however, ere long pals away, and returning peace will
leave the other nations of Europe at liberty to contemplate

without prejudice, ‘not only ‘their own’ fituation, but the re-
fources. of France drawn forth into a&ion under the influence -

of an energetic government, founded on the will of the people,

and adminiftered 4t an expenfe far lefs than what the penfioned -

minions of its former corfupt court glone devoured. - When=
ever . that period arnves, and arrive it will, it needs not a {pirit
of infpiration to affert; “that the other nationsof . Europe muft

fubmit to a thorough reformation, or be content to behold their:

€ommerce, agriculture, and population decline. -

In the mean time the United States are profiting by the
sonvulfed fituation. of Europe, and increafing, in a degree hi-

therto unparalleled in the hiftory of nations, in populétiop and

opulence. - Their power, commerce and agriculture, are ra-

’ pidly on thé increafe, and the wifdom of the federal govern-

ment has hitherto been fuch as to render the profpeét of a fet-
tlement under its foftering influence truly inviting to thé mer-
chant, the manufa&urer, the mechanic, and the induftrious la~
bourer: rior have. thefe alone found the United States advan-

tageous ;- the perfecuted in France or England have there

found an afylum, where their lives, property and liberty are
fecure ; where they may almoft fay, the wicked ceafe from
troubling, and the weary are at reft. Nor can any doubt be
entertained, but.in a fhort period the man of fcience, aswell
as the conremplétive' and experimental philofopher, will find
the fhores of Columbia equally propitious to their wifhes.
Education is fending forth its illuminating rays, and its in-

_fluence on the rifing generanon will aid the Americans in all -

their other purf uits.

The inhabitants of Europe are not infenfible of thefe fa-
vourable circumftances. The charms of civil and religious li~

berty, the advantages of an extenfive and fertile, but unculti- -

. vated
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i | ‘'PREFACE. ) .
vated country, of an increafing commercé, unfhackled and un- »
encumbered by heavy and impolitic duties and impofts, have
already invited numbers to leave its bofom—numbers,  which
the iron hand of perfecution and the awful profpedts of intef-

tine divifion or abje& flavery, will continue to increafe.

- The atteg:tio‘n of Europe in general, an'd of Great—Bntaiix '
in particular, being thus drawn to the new world, the Editor,

at the infligation of fome particular friends, undertook the
- tafk, which he hopes he has in fome degree accomplithed in
- the  following velumes, of affording his countrymen an op-

.portunity of becoming better acquainted with its fettlemtent
by Europeans—the events that led to the eftablithment and in-
depeidence of the United States—the nature of their govern-
ment—their prefent fituation and advantages, together with
their future profpe@s in commerce, manufaltures and agri-
culture. . This formed the principal defign of the work ; but

' he farther wifhed with this to conne& 2 general view of the .

fituation of thé remaining European poffeffions in Ame-

" tica and the Weft-India iflands ; this has been therefore at-

tempted, and nearly a volume is dedicated alone to this fubs
je&. Conne&ted with the above, one obje& has been cone
ftantly kept in view, namely, to afford the emigrator to Ame-
rica a. fummary of general information, that may in fome
meafure ferve as a direory to him in the choice of a refidence,
as'well as in his after purfuits. This fuggefted the propriety
of adopting the plan which Mr. Morfe had laid-down in his
American Geography ; and this muft plead in excufe for the
mxfcellanéous matter introduced in the third volume, at the
clofe of the hiftory of the States.

£

How far the Editor has fucceeded fn the accomphfhment of
this object i is not for him to determine ; he can only fay, he
has fparcd fio pains, nor negleGed any opportunity, which his
fituation permitted him to embrace to obtain information ; and

ke has to exprefs his® obhgatmns for the obliging communica-
' tions,

N




PREFACE, , vii

tions of many, whofe names the peculiarity. of his own fitua-
tion will not for obvious reafons permit him to mention, but
for whofe friendfhip he fhall ever retain the moft lively fenti-
ments of efteem and gratitude. The Editor’s thanks are like-
wife particularly due to feveral gentlemen of the fociety of
Quakers, fqt the documents which have enabled him, with
thorough cenvi&ion, to wipe off the odium which Mr. Chal-
mers, in his Annals, and the authors of the Modern Univerfal

Hiftory; followed by Mir. Morfe, had'thrown on, the charaQer
of William Penn and the firft fettlers of Penn{ylvama, and

en whofe authomy they were by him inferted.

~ With refpe& to. the piinted authorities which the Editor
has followed, he has not only borrowed their idéas, but, where
he had not the vanity to conceive himfelf capable of corre@ing
it, he has adopted their language, fo that in a long narrative he

has often no other claim to merit than what arifes from felec-.
tion and a few conne&ting fentences: as, however, by this method.

it has often become difficult for an author to know his own,
the Editor at once begs leave to fay, he has availed himfelf of
the labours and abilities of the £b5¢ Raynal, Frahklin, Robert-

Jony Clavigero, Fefferfon, Belknap, da’am:, Catefby, Buffon,
~ Gordon, Ramfey, Bartram, Cox, .Rq/b, Mitchel, Cutler, Imlay,
leﬁn, Barlow, Briffot, .Morfe, Edwards, and a number of

others of lefs import, together with the tranfations of. the:
Englith and’ American phxlofophxcal focieties, Amencan Mu-

feum, &c.

® The Editor has particularly to requeft, that thofe who have taken
this Work in Numbers, will, in juftice to himfelf, as well as to the cha~
racter of Wiliiam Penn, defiroy the half-fheet, fignature P p vol.ii.
page 289 10 296 inclufive, and fubftitute the half-Theet of the fame fig igna-
ture, given in the laft Number, in its flead—the fame is requefted re-
{?c&mv the Conftitution of Pennfylvania and the other cancels marked.

The
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The-Editor has now only to deprecate the feverity of criti-
cifin. . It was impoffible, in fele@ing from fuch a variety.of

. authors, to fecure uniformity of language without immenfe
“trouble ; and from his fituation, which rendered an eafy commu-
‘nication with the Printer not only often difficult, but in ‘Tmany
cafes impradticable, feveral typographical errors will, no doubt}
occur. to the reader, as well as fome others of a literary kind.

—As thefe, however, do not affe& fa&s, he has not added an
errata, but left the whole to the candour and good fenfe of
the reader, to whom he wifhes, with fincerity, as much plea-

. fure in the perufal, as himfelf has experienced in colle&ing

. and arranging the materials.

State Side of Newgate,
Jan.’ 21ft, 1795.
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DISCOVERY OF AMERICA.

I T is believed by many, that the ancients had fome imperfe& notion
of a new .world ; and feveral ancient authors are quoted in confirmation
of this opinion. In abook afcribed to the philofopher Ariftotle, we are
told that the Carthaginians difcovered an ifland far beyond the pillars of
Hercules, large, fertile, and finely watered with navigable rivers, but
uninhabited.. This ifland was diftant a few days failing from the Con-
tinent ; its beanty induced the difcoverers to fettle there ; but the policy
of Carthage diflodged the colony, and laid a ftrict prohibition on all the
+ fubjects of the ftate not to attempt any future eftablifbment. This ac-

count is alfo confirmed by an hiftorian of no mean credit, who relates,

that the Tyrians would have fettled a colony-on the. new-difcovered
ifland, but were oppofed by the Carthaginians for ftate reafons. , Seneca,
* and other authors are alfo quoted in fupport of this belief. But however
this may be, nobody ever believed the exiftence of this continent fo
firmly asto go in quéﬂ of it; atleaft, there are no accounts well fup-
ported that America received any part of its firff inhabitants from

Europe pnor to the 1 sth century. . The Weélth fond.ly imagine that

their country contributed, An 1170, to people the New World, by the

adventure of Madoc, fon of Owen Gwynedd, who, on the death of his
father, failed there, and colonized part of the country.’ " All that is ad-
vanced in proof is, a quotation from one of the Britith Poets, which _
proves no more than that he had diftinguithed himfelf by fea and Iand.
It is pretended that he made two voyages ; that failing Weft, he left '
Ireland fo far to the North, that he came to a land unknown, where he
faw many ftrarige things ; that he returned. home, and, making a report
of the fruitfulnefs of the new-difcovered country, prevailed on numbers
of the Welth of each fex to accompany him on a fecond voyage, from
which he never retarned. 'The favourers of this opinion .affert, that

feveral Welth words, fuch as gwrands, < to hearken or liften ;”’ the ifle -

of Crezfo, or < welcome [ Cape Breton, from the name of Bntam,
hgtzgvmdwr, or, ¢ the white water;” and pexg«wm, or, % the bird with
- ¢ a white




2 _ DISCOVERY OF AMERICA. .

¢ a white head ;”” are to be found in the American language. Bur |
likenefs of found in a few words will not' be deemed fufficient to ef-
tablith the fad; efpcéially if the meaning has been evidently per-
verted : for example, the whole penguin fribe have unfortunately not
only black heads, but are not inhabitants of the Northern hemifphere H
- the .name was alfo beftowed on them by the Dutch; a, pingzedine, from
their exceflive fatnefs : but the inventor of this, thinking to do honour
to his country, inconfiderately caught at 2 word of European origin, and
unheard of in the New World. It may be added, that the Welth were
never 4 naval people.; that the age in which Madoc lived was peculiarly -
ignorant in navigation; and the moft which they could have attempted
thuft have been z mere coafting voyage *. ‘
The Norwegians put in for a fhare of the glory, on grounds rather
better than the Welth, By their fettlements in Iceland and in Green-
land, they had arrived within fo fmall a diftance of the New World,
that there is at leafta poffibility of its having been touched at by a
people fo verfed in maritime affairs, and fo adventurous, as the ancient
Normans were. The proofs are much more numerous than thofe pro-
duced by the Britith Hiftorians ; for the difcovery is mentioned in
feveral of the Iflandic manufcripts. The period was about the year
1002, when it was vifited by one Biorn; and the difcovery purfued to
greater effect by Leif, the fon of Eric, the difcoverer of Greenland. It
"does not appear that they reached farther than? ‘Labrador; on which
coaft they met with the Efquimaux, on whom thefbeﬁowcd the name of
Skrelingues, or dwarfith. people, from their fmall fiature. ‘They were
armed with- bows and arrows, and had leathern canogs, fuch as they
have at prefent. Al this is probable ; nor fhould the tale of the Ger-
ian, called Tuckil, one of the crew, invalidate the account. ' He was
one day miffing; but foon returned, leaping and finging witht all the
extravagant marks of joy a boz wvivant could fhow, on difcovering the
inebriating fruit of his country; the grape: Torfzus even fays, that he
teturmed in a2 ftate of intoxication. To convince his commander, he
brought' feveral bunches, who from that circumftance, named that
country Vinlard. It is notto be denied, that North America pro-
du’ces the true vine; but it is found in far lower latitudes tham our ad-

" * If the rcanhr, however, withes. to examine this curious queftion fiiil farther, he |
Will rheet with all that can be faid npon the fubje&; in WirLrams's Enguiry into tbe
truth of the tradition, concerning the Difeovery cf Asmerica by Prince Madog. 8vow—See
alfo Impav’s Account of Kentuckey, page. 377, #d Edite

venturers
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DISCOVERY OF AM,»ERICA. 3

venturers could reach in the time. -employed in their voyages, which
was comprehended in a very {mall fpace. There appears no reafon to
“'doubt of the difcovery; but as the land was never colonized, nor
any advantages made of it, it may fairly be conjettured, that they
reached no farther than the barfen country .of Labrador. In fhort, it
1s from a much later period that we muft date the real- dlfcovcry of
Amnierica *.

Towards the clofe of the 14th century, the navigation of Europe was
fcarcely extended beyond the limits of the Mediterranean. The mari-
ner’s compafs had been invented and in common ufe for more than a
century ; yet with the help of this fure. guide, prompted by the moft
ardent fpirit of difcovery, and encouraged by the patronage of princes, )
the mariners of thofe days rarely ventured from the fight of land.
T hey acquired great applaufe by failing along the coaft of Africa and
difcovering fome of the neighbouring iflands; and after puthing their
refearches with the greateft induftry and perfeverance for more than-
half a century, the Portuguefe, who were the moft fortunate and ea-
terprifing, extended their dx{'covenes Southward no farther than the
equator.

The rich commodities of the Eaﬁ, had for feveral ages been brought
into Europe by the way of the Red Sea and the Mediterranean; and it
had now become the obje@ of the Portuguefe to find a paffage to India,
by failing round the Southern extremity of Africa and then taking an

- Eaftern courfe. - This great object engaged the general attention of
mankind, and drew into the Portuguefe fervice adventurers from every
maritime nation in Europe. Every year added to their experience 'in
navigation, and feemed to promife a reward to their induftry. . The
profpec, however, of arriving at the Indies was extremely diftant ;
fifty years perfeverance in the fame track, had brought them only to the
_equator, and it was propable that as many more would elupfe before they
could accomplifh their purpofe, had not CoLumzus, by an uncommon
exertion of genius, formed a defign no lefs aftonifhing to the age in
Awhxch he lived, than beneficial to pofterity. - - 4
~ Among the foreigners whom the fame of the difcoveries made by the

- Portuguefe had allured into their fervice, was Chriftopher Colon or
~ Columbus, a fubjeét of the repubhc of Genoa, ‘Neither the time nor

* In the 2d Vol. of the Tranfa&xons of the Philofophical Society at Phi'adelphia,
. -Mr. O1 710, in a Mepwir on_ the Di ﬁwzr_y of America, firenuoufly contends, that one
- Benzm, a German, difcovered the. American Continent prior fo its being difcovered by - .
-Columbus. For the i ingggious-arguments in fupport of this opipion, the xeadcr is re-

fermdtcheme. o o
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4 'DISCOVERY OF AMERICA, -

place of his birth are known with certainty’; but he was defcended of -
an honourable family, though reduced to indigence by various mis-
fortunes. His-anceftors having betaken themfelves for fubfiftence to a.
fea-faring life, Columbus difcovered, in his early youth, the pecﬁliar
chara@er and talents which mark out a man for that profeffion. His
parents, inftead of thwarting-this original propenfity of his mind, feem to
have encouraged and confirmed it, by the education which they gave
him. After acquiring fome knowledge of the Latin tongue, the only
‘language in which fcience was taught at that time, he was inftracted in
‘geometry, cofmograi)hy, aftronomy, and the art of drawing. - To thefe
he applied with fuch ardour and predileétion, on account of their con-
ne@ion with navigation, his favourite obje@, that he advanced with
rapid proficiency in the ftudy of them. Thus qualified, in the year
1461, he went to fea at the age of fourteen, and began his career on
‘that element which condued him to fo much glory. His early .
veyages were to thofe ports in the Mediterranean which his countrymen
-the Genpefe frequented. 'This being a {phere too narrow for his ative
mind, he made an excurfion to the northern feas, in 1467, and vifited
the coafts of Iceland, to which the Englifh and other nations had begun
to refort on zccount of its filkery. As navigation, in every direction,
was now become enterprifing, he.proceeded beyord that ifland, the -
Thule of the ancients, and advanced feveral degrees within_ the polar
circle. - Having fatisfied his curiofity by a voyage which tended more to
enlarge his knowledge of naval affairs, than to improve his fortune, he
‘entered into the fervice of a famous fea-captain; of his own name and
family. This man commanded a {mall {quadron, fitted out at his own
expence, and by cruifing fometimes againft the Mahometans, fome-
times againft the Venetians, the rivals of his country in trade, had ac-
quired both wealth and reputation. With him Columbus continued
-for feveral years, no lefs diftinguifhed for his courage, than for his ex-
perience as a failor. At length, in an obftinate engagement, off the
coaft of Portugal, with fome Venetian Caravels, returning nchly laden
from the Low Countries, the veflel on board which he ferved took fire,
together with one of the enemy’s fhips, to which it was faft grappled.
In this dreadful extremity his intrepidity and prefence of mind did not
forfake him. He threw himfelf into the fea, laid hold of a floating oa'r',,
_and by the fupport of it, and his dexterity in {fwimming, he reached the
fhore, though above two leagues diftant, and faved a life referved for
great undertakings. '
As foon as he recovered ﬂrength for the journey, he repaired to.
i Llfbon, where many of his countrymen were fettled, They foon con-
cc1ved

g




.DISCOVERY OF AMERICA., 5

-ceived fuch a favourable opinion of his merit, as ‘well as talents, that
_-they warmly folicited him to remain in that kingdom, where his naval
“{kill and ‘experience could not fail of rendering him conipicuous. To
: evéry adventurer, animated either with curiofity to vifit new countries,
or with ambition to diftinguifh himfelf, the Portuguefe fervice was at
\thaf time extremely inviting. Columbus liftened with a favourable ear
“to the advice of his friends, and having gained the efteem of a Poriu~
guefe lady, whom he married, fixed his refidence in Lifbon. This alli-
ance, inftead of detaching him from a fea-faring life, contributed to en-
large the fphere of his naval knowledge, and to cxcite a defire of ex.
tending it ftill farther. His wife was a daughter of Bartholomew
Pereftrello, one of the captains employed by prince Henry in his early
navigations, and who, under his protection, had difcovered and planted
the iflands of Porto Santo and Madeira. - Columbus got poflefion of
the journals and charis of this experienced navigator, and from them he
learned the courfe which the Portuguefe had held in making their dif>
coveries, as well as the various circumftances which guided or encoutaged
them in their attempts. | The ftudy of thefe foothed and inflamed his
favourite paffion ; and w} .1Ie he contemplated the maps, and read the
defcriptions of the new countries which Pereftrello had feen, his im-
patience to vifit them became irrefiftible. In order to indulge it, he
made a voyage to Madeira, and continued during feveral years to trade
with that ifland, with the Canaries, the Azorw, the fettlements in
Gumea, and all the other places whxch the Portuguel\, had difcovered o -
the continent of Africa. - - & It
"By the experience which Columbus acquxred, during fuch a variety of
' voyages, to almoft every part of the globe with which, at that time, any
'intercourfe was carried on by fea, he was now become one of ‘the moft
fkilful navigators in Europe. But, not fatisfied with that praife, his,
ambition aimed at fomething more. The fuccefs.ul progrz{s of the
- Portuguefe navigators had awakgned a fpirit of curiofity and emulation,
" which fet every man of fcience upon examining ail the circumftances
that led to the difcoveries which they had made, or that afforded a prof-
pect of fucceeding in any new and bolder undertaking. The mind of
. Columbus, naturally inquifitive, capable of deep refletion, and turned
to {peculations of this kind, was fo often employed in revolving thc
principles upon which the Portuguefe had founded' their fchemes of dif-
covery, and the mode i in which they had carried them on, that he gradu-
~ ally began to form an idea of i improving upon their plan, and of ac-
: comphfhmg difcoveries which hitherto they had attempted in vain,
To find'out 2 paflage by fea to the Eaft Indies, was the great obje& in
 yiew at that penpd From the ume that the Portuguefe doubled Cape de
: - Vcrd
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Verd, this was the point at which they aimed in all their navigations,

and, in comparifon with it, all their difcoveries in Africa appeared in-

confiderable. The femllty and riches of India had been known for

many ages; its fplces and other valuable commodities were in high .re-
quett throughout Euarope, and the vaft wealth of the Venetians arifing
from their having engrofled this trade; had raifed the envy of all nationss

- But how intent foever the Portuguefe were upon difcovering a new route

to thofe defirable regions, they fearched for it cnly by fteering towards '

the fouth, in hopes of arriving at India, by turning to the eaft, after
they had failed round the farther extremity of Africa. This courfe was

fiill unknown, and, even if difcovered, was of fuch immenfe length, that
a voyage from Europe to India muft have appeared, at that period, an -

undertaking extremely arduous, and of very uncertain iffue. More
than half a centary had been employed in advancing from Cape Non to
_the equator ; a much longer fpace of time might elapfe before the more

‘\ extenfive navigation from that to India could be accomplifhed. Thefe

*{ refletions upon the uncertainty, thc da'ager and tedioufnefs of the courfe

" which the Portaguefe were purfuing, naturally led Columbus to confider

whether a thorter and more dire& paffage to the Eaft Indies might not
be found out. ‘After revolving long and ferioufly every circumftance
foggefted by his fuperior knowledge in the theory as well as practice of

navigation, after comparing attentively the obfervations of modemn pilofs .

with the hints and conjectures of ancient authors, he at laft concluded,
that by failing directly towards the weft, acrofs the Atlantic ocean, new:
countries, which probably formed a part of the great continent of India,
muft infallibly be difcovered.
/ Principles and arguments of various kinds, and denved from different
_Iourccs, induced him to adopt this opinion, feemingly as chimerical as
“it was new and extraordinary. The fpherical figure of the earth was

: known, and its magnitude afcertained with fome degree of accuracy.

From this it was evident, that the continents of Furope, Afia, and
Africa, as far as they. were known at that-time, formed but a {mal} por-
tion of the terraqueous globe, It was fuitable to our ideas concerning
gile wifdom and beneficence of the Author of Nature, to believe that the
vaft fpace, ftill unexplored, was not covered entirely by a wafte unprofit-
able ocean, but occupied by countries fit for the habitation of man. It
appeared likewife extremely probable, that the continent, on this fide of
the globe, was balanced by a porpornonal quantity of land in the other
hemifphere. Thefe conclufions concerning the exiftence of another
contineat, drawn from the figure and ftru&ture of the globe, were con-
frmed by the obfervations and conjectures of modern navigators. A

* Portuguefo

”"*
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Portuguefe pilot, having ftretched farther to the weft than was ufual at
that time, took up 2 piece of timber artificially carved, floating upon the
fea; and as it was driven towards him by a wefterly wind, he concluded
that it came from fome unknown land, fituated in that quarter. Colum-
bus’s brother-in-law had found, to the weft of the Madeira ifles, a piece
of timber fathioned in the fame mannér, and brought by the fame wind ;
“and had feen likewife canes of an enormons fize floating upon the waves,
- which refembled thofe defcribed by Ptolemy, as produtions peculiar
to the Eaft Indies. After a courfe of wefterly winds, trees, torn up
by the roots, were often'driven upon the co_aﬁs of the Azores, and at
one time the dead bodies of two men, with fingular features, refembl-
ing neither the inhabitants of Europe nor of Africa, were caft afhore
there. : ) -
As the force of this united evidence, arifing from theoretical princi~
ples and pragtical obfervations, led Columbus to expe&t the difcovery of
new countries in the Weftern Qcean, other reafons induced him to be-
lieve that thefe muft be connected with the continent of India. Though
the ancients had hardly ever penetrated int$ India farther than the banks
of the Ganges, yet fome Greek authors jhad.ventured to defcribe the
provinces beyond that river. As men are prone, and at liberty, to mag:
nify what is remote or unknown, they reprei'ented them as regions of an
immenfe extent, Ctefias affirmed that India was as large as all the reft
of Afia. Oneficritus, whom Pliny the naturalit follows, contended
that it was equal to a third part of the inhabitable earth. Nearchus
afferted, that it would take four months to march in a ﬂraigﬁt line from
one extremity of India to the other. 'The journal of Marco Polo, who
bad progeeded towards the Eaft far beyond the limits to which any En-
ropean had ever advanced, feemed to confirm thefe exaggerated accounts .
of the ancients. By his magnificent defcriptions of the kingdoms of
Cathay and Cipangs, and of many other countries, the names of which
were unknown in Europe, India appeared to be a region of vaft extent.
From thefe accounts, which, however defetive, were the moft accurate
that the people of Europe had received at that period, with refpe& to
the remote parts of the Eaft, Columbus drew a juft conclufion. He
contended, that, in proportion as thc_continenf India ftretched out
towards the Eaft, it muft, in confequence of the glrerical figure of the
earth, approach nearer to the iflands which had lately been difcovered
to the weft of Africa; that- the diftance from. the one to the other was
probably not very confiderable; and that the moft dire&, as.well as
thorteft courfe, to the remote’ regions of the Eaft, was to be found by
filing due weft.  This notion concerning the vicinity of India to the
‘ ' : o weftera
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weftern parts of our continent, was countcnanced \by fome eminent
writers among the ancients, the fan&ion of whofe authority was necef-

fary, in that age, to procure a favourable reception to any tenet. Arif-

totle thought it probable that the Celumns of Hercules, or Straits of
Gibraltar, were not far removed from the Eaft Indies, and that there

might be a communication by fea between them. Seneca; in terms fill

more explicit, affirms, that, with a fair wind, one might fail from Spain

to India in a few days. The famous Atlatic ifland defcribed by Plato,
2ad fuppofed by many to be a real country, beyond which an unknown

continent was fituated, is reprefented by him as lying“at 1o great dif-

‘tance from Spain. After weighing all thefe pamculars Columbus, in

whofe chara@er the modefty and difidence of true genius was united

with the ardent enthufiafm of a projector, did not reft with fuch' abfo-

Iate affurance either upon his own arguments, or upon the authority of
the ancients, as not to confult fuch of his cont‘_mporarfes as were capable

of comprehending the nature of the evidence which he produced in fupg

port of his opinion. As eatly as the year one thoufand four hundred.
and feveaty-four, he communicated his ideas concerning the probability

of difcovering new countries, by failing weftwards, to Paul, a phy-

fician of Florence, eminent for his knowledge of cofmography, and

who, from the learning as well as candour which he difcovers in his

reply, appears to have been well intitled to the confiderice .which Co-

Jumbus placed in him. He warmly approved of the_plan, fuggefted

feveral facts in confirmaticn of .it, and encouraged Columbus to perfe-

vere in an undertaking fo laudable, and which muft redound fo much

to the honour of his country, and the beneﬁt of Europe.

To a mind lefs capable of forming and “of executing great defigns
than that of Columbus, all thofe reafonings, and obfervations, and au-
shorities, would have ferved only as the foundation of fome plaufible
and fruoitlefs theory, which might have furnifhed matter for ingenious
difcourfe, or fanciful conje&ture. But with his {anguine and enterprlﬁ’w
temper, {peculation led dire@ly to attion. Fully fatisfied himfelf with
refpe to the truth of his {yftem, he was impatient to bnng itto the teft
of experiment, and to fet out upon a voyage of d1(covery The firlt
ftep towards this was to fecure the patronage of fome of the confiderable
powers in Europe, capable of undertaking fuch an enterprife. As Iong
abfence had not extinguifhed the affection which he bore to hxs native
~ country, he withed that it fhould reap the fruits of his labours and in-

vention. With this view, he laid his fcheme before the ferate of Ge-
noa, and making his country the firk teader of his fervice, offered to

£l under the banners of the republic, in qucft of the new regions which
: he

s
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e expedted to difcover.  But Columbus had refided for fo many years
in foreign parts, that his countrymen were una cquamted with his abi-

lities and charaer ; and, though a maritime people, were fo little'ac- -

cuftomed to diftant voyages, that they could form no juit idea of the
principles on which he founded his hopes of fuccefs. They inconfider-
ately rejected his propofal, as the dream of a chimerical p’o;eé‘tcr, and
loft for ever the opportumt){fof reftoring their commonwealth to its an-

-

S,

cient fplendour.(/ ARSI S
Having performed what ‘was due to his country, Columous was {o
little difcouraged by the repulfe which he had reccived, that, inftead of

relmqadhm? his undertaking, he purfued it with frefh ardour. He'

made his next overture to Jeha IL, king of Portugal, in whofe domi-
nions he had been long eftabiithed, and whom he confidered, on that

“account, as having the fecond claim to his fervice. Here every circums .

ftance feemed to promife him a-more favourable reception. He applied
to 2 monarch of an enterprifing geaius, no incompetent judge in naval
affairs, and proud of patronifing every attempt to.difcover new countries,
His fubjects were the maoft experienced navigators in Europe, and the

feaft apt to be intimidated cither by the noveity or boldnefs of any ma--

ritime cxpedition. In. Portugal, the profeffional fkill of Columbus, as

well as his perfonal good qualitiés, were thoroughly known;. and as
the former rendered it probable that his fcheme was not altogether vi-
fionary, the latter excmpted him from the {ufpicion of any finifter in-
* tention in propofing it. Accordingly, the king liftened to him in the
" moft gracxous manner, and referred the confideration of his plan to
Diego Ortiz, bifhop of Ceuta, and two Jewith phyficians, eminent col-
mographers, whom he was accuftomed to confult in matters of this
kind. As in Genoa, ignorance had oppofed and difappointed Colum-
bus; in Lifbon, he had to combat with prejudice, an enemy no lefs for-

midable. The perfons, according to whofe decifion his fcheme was to’

be adopted or r;je&ed, had bcen the chief direGors of the Portuguefe
navigations, and had advifed to fearch for a paffage to India, by fteer-
ing a courfe dxre&ly oppofite to that which Columbus recommended as
fhorter and more certain. They could- not, therefore, approve of his
propofal, without fubmitting to the double mortification, of condemn-
ning their éwn’ theory, and of a "knowledgmg his fuperior fagacity,
" After teafing him with captious queftions, and ftarting innumerable ob-
3°€tmns, with a view of betraying him into fuch a particular explana-
tion of his {yftem, as mighs draw from him a full di fcovery of its na

ture, they deferred paffing a final judgement-with refpe@t to it. In the..
mean time, they confpxred to rob him. of the honour and advantages

S € . °w; — which
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which he expected from the fuccefs of his-fcheme, a&viﬁng the king to
difpatch a veflel, fecretly, in order to attempt the propofed difcovery,
by following exattly the courfe which Columbus feemed to point out.
John, forgetting on this occafion the fentiments becoming a monarch,
meanly adopted this perfidious counfel. But the pilot, chofen to exe-
cate Columbus’s.plan, had neither the genius, nor the fortitude of its

- author. Contrary winds arofe, no-fight of approaching land appéarcd{

his courage failed, and he returried to Lifbon, cxecratmg the project as
equally extravagant and dangerous.

Upon difcovering this difhonourable tranfation, Columbua felt the
indignation natural to an ingenuous mind, and in the warmth of his re-
{fentment determined to break off all intercourfe with a nation capable
of fuch flagrant treachery. He inftantly. quitted the kingdom, and
" landed in Spain towards the clofe of the year one thoufand four hundred
and eighty-four. -As he. was now at liberty to court the prgte&i;)n of.

any patron, whom he could engage to approve of his plan, and to carry -

it into-execution, he refolved to propofe it in perfon to Ferdinand and
A Ifabella, who at that time governed the united kingdoms of Caftile and
Arragon. Butashe had already experienced the ancertain iffue of appli-
cations to kings and minifters, he took the precantion of fending into
England his brother Bartholomew, to whom he had fully communicated
his ideas, in order that he might negociate, at the fame time, with
Henry VIIL. who was reputed one of the moft fagacious as well as opu-
Ient princes in Europe.—~
It was not without reafon; that Columbus entertained doubts and fears
with refpect to the reception of his propofals in the Spanith court.
Spain was, at that jun&ure, engaged in a dangerous war with Granada,
the laft of the Moorifh kingdoms in that country. The wary and fuf-
picious temper of Ferdinand was not formed to relith bold or uncbmnﬁon,
defigns. Ifabella, though more generous and enterprifing, was under
the influence of her hufband in all her a&ions. The Spaniards had
"hitherto made no efforts to extend navigation beyond its ancient limits,
and had beheld the amazing progrefs of difcovery among their neigh-

bours the Portuguefe, without one attempt to imitate or to rival them.

‘The war with the Infidels afforded an ample field to the national a&ivity

and love of glory. Under circumftances {o unfavourable, it was: 1mpo{'.'

fible for Columbus to make rapid provrefs with a nation, naturally flow
and dxlatory in forming all its refolutions. His chara&er, however, was
admirably adapted to that of the people, whofe confidence and protec-

tion he folicited. He was grave, though courteous in his deportment ;-

circum{ped i in his words and actions; irreproachable in his merals; and

3 , . - exemplary
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' exemplary in his attention to all the duties and fun&ions of refig‘ioﬁ..
By qualities fo refpectable, he not only gained many private friends,
but acquired fuch general efteem, that, n‘otwithﬁanding the_ plainnefs of
_ his appearance, {uitable to the mediocrity of his fortune, he was not
confidered as a mere adventarer, to whom indigence had fuggefted a vi~
_ fionary proje&, but was received as a perfon to whofe propofitions ferious
attention was due.
“Ferdinand and Ifabella, though fully occupled by . their operations
agaan the Moors, paid fo much regard to Columbus, as to remit the
- eonfideration of his plan to the queen’s confeflor, Ferdinand de Tala-
vera. He confulted fuch of his countrymen as were fuppofed beft qua-
Jified to decide with refpet to a fubject of this kind. But true {cience
had, hitherto, made fo little progrefs in Spain, that the pretended phi-
lofophers, feletted to judge in a matter of fuch moment, did not com-
prehend the firft principies' upon which Columbus founded his conjec-
tures and hopes, Some of them, from miftaken notions concerning the
dimenfions of the globe, contended that a voyage to thofe remote parts
of the eaft, which Columbus expected to difcover, could not be per-
formed in lefs than three years. Others concluded, that either he would
find the ocean to be of infinite extent, according to the opinion of fome
ancient philofophers; or, if he fhould perfift in fteering towards the
weft beyond a certain point,’ that the convex figure of the globe would
prevent his return, and ‘that he mauft inevitably perifh, in the vain at-
tempt to open a communication befween the two oppofite hemifpheres,
_ iwhich nature had for ever disjoined. Even without deigning to enter
into any particular difcuffion, many rejsted the fcheme in general, upon
the credit of a maxim, under which the ignorant and unenterpriﬁng
fhelter themfelves in every age, ¢ That it is prefumptuous in any per-
fon, to fuppofe that he alone poflefles knowledge fuperior to all the reft
of mankind united.” They maintained, that if there were really ah)r
fach countries as Columbus pretended, they could not have- remained {o
long concealed, nor would the wifdom and faoacAty of former ages have
Teft the glory of this i invention to an obfcare Genoefe pilot. 7
It required all Columbus’s patience and addrefs to negociate with men’
" capable of advancing fuch ftrange propofitions. He had to contend not -
only with th¢ obftinacy of ignorance, but with what is ftill more intrac-
table, the pride of falfe knowledge. After innumerable conferences;
* and wafting five years in froitle(s endeavours to inform and to fatisfy
judges fo little capable of decxdmg with propriety, Talavera;. at laft,
made fuch an} unfavourable report to Ferdinand and Ifabella, asinduced
thcm to acquain Columbus, that until the war with the Moors fhould be”
C 2. ) brought
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brcuo}-t to a period, it would be imprudent 4o engage in any new and-
expenfive enterprife. .

‘Whatever care was taken to {foften thc harfhnefs of this declaration, -
~ Columbus confidered it as a final rejection of - his propofals. But hap-
pily for mankind, the fuperiority of genius, which is capable of forming
great and uncommon defigns, is ufually accompanied with an ardent en-

' thufiafm, which can neither be cooled by delays, nor damped by difap-
poiﬂtmert. Columbus was of this {anguine temper. 'Though he felt
deeply the cruel blow given to his hopes, and retired immediately fromi
a court, where he had been amufed fo long with vain expettations, his
confidence in the juftnefs of his own {yftem did not diminith, and’his
impaticnce to demonttrate the truth of it by an acteal experiment became
greater than ever. Having courted the prote&xon of fovereign ftates
without fuccefs, he applied, next, to perfons of inferior rank, and ad-
dreffed fucceﬂively the dukes of Medina Sidonia, and Medina Celi,.who,
though fubjetts, were poflefled of power and opulence more than equal
to the enterprife which he projefied. His negociations with them proved
as fruitlefs, as thof¢ in which he had been hitherto engaged ; for thefe
noblemen were either as little convinced by Columbus’s arguments as_
their fuperiors, or they were afraid of alarming the jealouly, and of-
fending the pride of Fcrdmand by countenarcirg a fcheme which he
had reje@ed.  * 2 7. ‘

Amid the pamful fenﬁmons occaﬁoned by fucha fucceﬂlon of difap-
pointments, Columbus had to fuftain the additional diftrefs, of having
zeceived no accounts from his brother, whom he had fent to the court of ~
England. In his voyage to that country, Bartholomew had been fo um- ’
formmn, as to fall into the hands of pirates, who having ftripped him of
“every thing, detained him a prifoner for feveral years. At length, he-
made his efcape, and arrived in London, but in fuch extreme mdxgence,
that he was obliged to employ himfelf, during a confiderable time, iz"
‘drawing and {elling maps, in order to pick up.as much monci as would.
purchafe a decent drefs, in which he might venture to appear at court.
He then laid before the king the propofats, with which he had been en-
trufted by his brother, and, notwithftanding Henry’s excefiive caution
and parfimony, "which rendered him averfe to new or expenfive under-
takings, he received Columbus’s overtures, with more approbation, thag
any monarch to whom they had hitherto been prefented.

Meanwhile, Columbus being unacquainted with his brother’ s fate,
and having now o profpett of encouragement in Spain, refolved to vifit
the court of England in perfon, in Lopes of meeting with a more fa-
vourable reception there. He had alreudy made preparations for thi;n

— purpofe,
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ypurpofe, and taken meafures for the dlfpofal of his children daring his
" abfence, when Juan Perez, the guatdian of the monaftery of Rabida,
near Palos, in which they had been educated, earnettly folicited him to
. defer his journey for a fhort time. Perez was a man of confiderable
learning, dnd of fome credit with Queen Ifabella, to whom he was.
known pérfonally. He was warmly attached to Columbus, with whofe
abilities as well as integrity he had many opportunities of being ac-
quainted. Prompted by curiofity or by friendfhip, he entered upon an
accurate examination of his fyftem, in conjunétion with a phyfician
fettled in the neighbourhood, who was.a confiderable proficient in ma-
thematical knowledge. 'This inveftigation fatisfied them {o thoroughly,
with refpeét to the folidity_ of the principles on which Columbus folunded
his opinion, and the probability of fuccefs in executing the plan which
he propofed, that Perez, in order to prevent his country from being

deptived of the glory and benefit, which muft accrue to the’ patrons'of -

fuch a grand ente‘pnfe, veatared to write to Ifabella, conjuring her to
confider the matter anew, with the atteation which it merited.

Moved by the eprefcntmor‘s of a perfon whom fhe refpected, Ifabella
defired Perez to Tepair urm:d‘a*cly to the village of Santa: Fe, in which,
. ©n account of-the fiege of Granada, the court refided at that time, that
fhe qut confer with him uf:n this important fubjeft. The firft effe@
of their interview was a gracious invitation of Columbus back to court,
accompanied with the prefent of 2 {mali fum to equip hxr&x for the jour-
ney. Asthere was now a certaln profp:&, that the war with the Moors
would {peedily be brought to an happy. iffue by the réduttion of Gra-
nada, which would leave the nation at liberty tg engage in new under-
takings; this, as well as the mark of royal favour, with which Co-
lumbus had-been lately honcured, encouraged his friends to appear with
gredter confidence than formetly in fupport of his fclieme, The chief
of thefe, Alonfo de Quintanilla, comptroller ‘of the finances in Caftile,
and Lu‘s;db Santangel, receiver of the ecclefiaitical revenues in Arragon,
whofe-meritorious zeal in promoting this great defign entitles their names
0 an honourable place in hiftery, introduced Columbus to many per-
fons of high rank, and interefted them warmly in his behalf.

*But it was not an eafy matter to infpire Ferdinand with favourable
fc.‘.ments. He "Gill refrarded Columbus’s project as extravagant and
chlmvrlcal and m\order to render the efforts of his partizans ineffec-
“.tual, he’ had the addrefs to employ in this new negociation with him,
fome of the perfons who had formerly pronounced his {cheme to-be im-
pratticables. To their aftonifhmen®; Columbus appeared before them

with the {ame confident hopes of fuccefs as mrmcrly, and infifted upon

the
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the fame high recompence. He propofed that a fmall ficet fhould be
fitted out, under his command, to attempt the difcovery, and demanded
to be appointed hereditary agmiral and viceroy of all the feas and lands
which ke fhould difcover, and to have the tenth of the profits arifing
from them, fettled irrevocably upon himfelf and his defcendants. At
#he fame time, he offered to advance the eighth part of the fum neceﬂ'ary
for accomplifhing his defign, on condition that he fhould bé entitled to
a proportionat fhare of benefit ffrom the advchturé. If th§ enterprife
‘fhould totally mifcarry, he made no Ripulation forany reward or emo-
lament whatever. Inftead of viewing this condué as the cleareft evi-
dence of his full perfuafion, with refpeét to. the truth of his own fyftem,
or being ftruck with that magnanimity which, after fo many delays and
repulfes, would ftoop to nothing inferior:to its original claims, the per-
fons with whom Columbus treated, began meanly to calculate the ex-
pence of the expedition,’and the value of the reward which he de-
manded. The expence, moderate as it was, they reprefented to be too
great for Spain, in the prefent exhaufted ftate of its finances. They con-
teaded, that the honours and emoluments claimed by Columbus, were
exorbitant, even if he fhould perform the utmoft of what he had pro-

mifed ; and if all his fanguine hopes fhould prove illufive, fuch vaft con-
ceffions to an adventurer would be deemed not only inconfiderate, but

ridiculous. In this impofing garb of caution and prudence,-their opi-
nion appeared {o plaufible, and was {o warmly {upported by Ferdinand,
that Ifubella declined giving any countenance to Columbus, and ab-
suptly broke off the negociation with him which the had begun. M/
~ 'This was more mortifying to Columbus than all the difappoifitments
which he had hitherto met with. The invitation to court from Ifa-
bella, like an unexpetted ray of light, had opened fuch profpeéts of fuc-
cefs, as encouraged him to hope that his labours were at an end; but
now darknefs and uncertzinty returned, and his mind, firm as it was,
™. could hardly fupport the fhock of fuch an unforefeen reverfe. He with-
drew in deep anguifh from court, with 2n intention of profecuting his
voyage to England, as his laft refource.
. About that time Granada furrendered, and Ferdinand and Ifabella,
in tnumphal pomp, took poffeffion of a city, the redution of which

extirpated a foreign power from the heart of their dominions, and ren-
dered them mafters of all the provinces, extendiag from the bottom of
- the Pyrenees to the frontiers of Portugal. . As the flow of fpirits which
.accompanies {uccefs elevates the mind, and renders it enterprifing, Quin- -
taniila and Santangel, the vigilant and difcerning patrons of Columbus,
took advantage of this favourable fituation, in order to make one effort §
' more _ §
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more in behalf of their friend. They addrefled themfelves to Ifabellay
and, after exprefling fome {arprife, that fhe, who had always been the
munificent patronefs ‘of generous undertakings, fhould hefitate fo long
to countenance the moft {plendid-{fcheme that had ever been propofed to
any monarch; they reprefeated go her, that Columbus was a2 man of a

found underftanding and virtuous chara&er, well qualified, by his expe- .

rience in navigation, as well as his knowledge of geometry, toform juft
ideas with refpect to the frutturc of the globe and the fituation of its
various regiéns; that, by offering to rifk his own life and fortare in the
execution of his {cheme, he gave the moft fatisfving evidence both of his
integrity and hope of fuccefs; that the fum requifite for equipping fach
an armament as he demanded was inconfiderable, and the advanta
which might accrue from his undertaking were immenfe; that he de-
manded no recompence for his invention and labour, but what was to
arife from the countries which he fhould difcover; that, as it was ivor-
thy of her magnanimity to make this noble attempt to extend the fphere
of human knowledge, and to open an intertourfe with regions hitherto
unknown, fo it would afford the higheft fatisfattion to her piety and
zeal, after re-eftablifhing the Chriftian faith in thofe provinces of Sgain
from which it had been long banifhed, to difcover a new world, to
which the might communicate the light and bleflings of ‘divine trath ;
that if now the did not decide inftantly, the opportunity.would be irre-
trievably lo&; that Columbus was on his way to foreign countries,
where fome prince, more fortunate or adventurous, would clofe with
his propofals, and Spain would for ever bewail the fatal timidity which
had excluded her from-the glory and advantages that the had once in her
. powei to have enjoyed.
Thefe forcible arguments; urged by perfons of fuch authority, and at

a juntture fo well chofen, produced the defired effeét. They difpelled .

all Ifabella’s doubts and fears; fthe ordered Columbus to be inftantly
_recalled, declared her refolution of employing him on his own terms,
and regretting the low ftate of her finances, generoufly offered to pledge
ber own jewels, in order to raife as imuch moncy as might be nceded in
making preparations for the voyage. Santangel, in a tranfport of gra-
titude, kiffed the queen’s hand, and in order to fave her from having
recourfe to fuch a mortifying expedient for procuring money, engaged
to advance immediately the fum that was requifite.

Columbus had proceeded fome leagues on his journcy, when the mef ’

fenger from Ifabella overtook him. Upon receiving an account of the
unexpetted revolution in his favour, he returncd dirc&ly to Santo Fe,
though fome remainder of diffidence ftill mingled itfelf with his joy.

' ’ ) . - ‘ But
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But the cordial rcécprion which Lz met with from Ifabella, together with,
the near profps&t of fetting out upon that voyage which had fo loﬁ"
been the object of his thoaghts and wilhes, foon effaced the remembrance
of zll that he had {uffered in Spain, during cight tedious years of folici-
tation and fafpeafe. The nezociation now went forward with facility
and difpatch, and a treaty of capituiation w ith Columbus was figred on
“the feventeenth of April, one ‘thoufand four hundred and ninety-two.
The chief articles of it were, 1. Ferdinand and Ifabclia, as fovercigns
of the ocean, conftituted Columbus their high admiral in all the feas,
iflands, and continents which thould be di feovered by his induftry 3 and
fipulated, that he and his heirs for ever thould ‘enjoy this ‘ofice, with
the fame powers and prerogatives Whicﬁ belonged to the high admiral of
Caftile, within the limits of his jurifdiGion. 2. They appointed Cos
lumbus their viceroy in -all the iflands and continents which he thould: ‘
difcover; but if, for the better admiriftration of affairs, it fheuld here-
after be neceffarv to eftzblifh a feparate governor in any of thofe coun-
tries, they authorifed Columbus to name three perfons, of whom they
would chufe one for that office; and the dxg'utv of viceroy, with ‘all
its immunities, was likewife to ba hereditary in the family of Golumbus.
3. They g granted to-Columbus zand his heirs for ever the tehth of the
frce proits accruing from the produlions and commerce of the countries ‘
which he fhould difcover. 4. They.declared, that if any controverfy
or law-fuit fhall arife with refpect to any mercantile tranfa@ion in the ’
countries whic fhould be difcovered, it fhould be determined by the
fole authority of Columbus, or of m**es to be appointed by him:
5. They permitted Columbu to advance one-cighth part of what fhould
be expended in preparmfr for the expedition, and in carrying on com-
merce with the countries which ke .“. uid difcover, and mtxtled him, in

v
i
g
b,

return, to an eighth part of the proiit.
Thoagh the name of Ferdinand appears conjoined with that of Ifabella
in this trnfdf‘hon, his diltruft of Columbus was ftill fo violent that he
efufed to take any part in the caterprife as king of Arragon. As the
w’xo]e expence of the expedition was to be defrayed by the czown of
Caitile, Ifaaella referved for her fubjedts of that kingdom an exclufive
. right to ail the benefits which m‘ght redoand.from its fuccefs.

As foon as the treaty was figned, Ifab°lla, by her attention and ac-.
tivity in forwarding the prepax:atxons for the:voyage, endeavoured to
make fome reparation to Columbus for the time which he had Io ia
- fraitlefs folicitation. By the twelfth of May, all that dep"nded upon
her was adjufted ; and Columbus waited on the king and queeny in order
to receive their final infruGtions, Evm y thing re.pe&mo the deftination

' ’ ard v
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and conda of - the voyage, they committed implicitly to the difpofal of
his pmdence..: But, that they might avoid giving any juft caufe of of-
fence to the king of Portugal, they ftriétly enjoined him not to approach
near to the Portugucfe fettlements on the coaft of Guinea, or in any of
the other countries to which the Portuguefe claimed right as difcoverers,
Ifabella had ordered the thips, of which Columbus was to take the com-

mand, to be fitted cut in the port of Palos, a fmall maritime townin the ~ ..+

province' of Andalufia. As the guardian Juan Perez, to whom Co-
Tumbus has already been fo much indebted, refided in the neighbour-
hood of this place, he, by the influence of that good ecclefiaftic, as well
as by his own connettion with the inhabitants, not only raifed among
. -them what he wanted of the fum that he was bound by treaty to ad-
 vance, but engaged feveral of them to accompany him in the voyage.
The chief of thefe affociates were three brothers of the name of Pin-
~zon, of confiderable wealth, and of great experience in naval affairs, -
who were willing to hazard thexr lives and fortunes in the expedition.

- But, after all the efforts of Tabells and Columbus, the armament was
not fuitable, either to the dignity of the nation by which it was equip-
ed, or to the importance of tit: fervice for which it was deftined. It
~confifted of three vdfels. The largeft, a fhip of no confiderable

~ burden, was commanded by Columbus, as admiral, who gave it the
name of Saxta Maria, out of refpe for the Blefled Virgin, whom he
honoured with fingular devotion. Of the fecond, called the Pinta,
Martin Pinzon was captain, and his brother Francis pilot. The third,
named the Nigza, was under the command of Vincent Yanez Pinzon,
“Thefe two were light veffels, hardly fuperior in burden or force to large
boats. ‘This fquadron, if it merits that name, was victualled for twelve
inontlis, and kad on board ninety men, moftly failors, together with a
few adventurers who followed the fortune of Columbus, and fome gentle-
- men of Ifabella’s court, whom fhe appointed to accompany him.
. Though the expence of the undertaking was one of the circumftances
which chiefly alarmed the court of Spain, and retarded fo long the ne-
gociation with Columbus, the fam employed in fitting out this fquadron
did not exceed four thoufand pounds.-

As the art-of fhip-building in the fifteenth century was extremely
rude, and the bulk of veflels was accommodated to the fhort and eafy
voyages along the coaft which they were accuftomed to perform, it is a
proof of the courage as well as enterprifing genius of Columbus, that he
. ventured, with a fleet {o unfit for a diftant navigation, to explore un-
known feas, where he had no chart to guide him, no knowledge of the
“Ndes and currents, and no experience of the dangers #o which he might

' be
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be expofed. | His eagernefs to accomplifh the great defign which had id
long engreﬂ?;d his thoughts, made him overlook or difregard evcry' cir-
cumftance that would have intimidated a mind lefs adventurous.  He )
pufhed forward the preparatlons with fuch atdour, and was feconded fo
effectuallj by the perfons to whom Ifabella committed the fuperm—
tendence of{ this- buﬁnefs, that every thing was foon in readinefs for the
voyage. - But as Columbus was deeply impreffed with fentiments of re-
ligion, he would not fet out upon an expedition fo arducus; and of which
. one great objett was to extend the knowledge of the Chriftian faith,
. without impldiinor publicly the guidance and prote@ion of Heaven.
“With this view, he, together with all the perfons under his command,
marched in folemn proceffion to the monaftery of Rabida. After con-
femnv their fins, and obtaining’ abfolation, they received the holy facra-
ment"from the hands of the gaardmn, who joined his prayers to theirs
for the fuceefs of an enterprife which he had {fo zealoufly patronized.
‘Next morning, being Friday the third day of Auguf, in the year &g
thoufand four hundred and ninety-two, Columbus fet fail, a little befoxe
fun-rife, in prefence of a vaft crowd of f{peftators, who fent up their
fupplications to Heaven for the profperous iffue of the voyage, whick
‘ they wifhed, rather than expected. Columbus freered: dire@ly for the
’ Canary Iflands, and arrived there, Auguft 13, 1492, without any occur-
rence that would have deferved notice on any other occafion. But, in
avoyage of fuch expeétation and importance, every circumftance was the
obje@ of attention. 'The rudder of the Pinta broke loofe, the day after
fhe left the harbour, and that accident alarmed the crew, no lefs fuper-
ftitious than unfkilful, as a certain omen of the .unfortunate deftiny of the
expedition. Even in the fhort run to the Canaries, the fhips were found
to be fo crazy and ill appointed, as to be very improper for a navigation
which was expeted to be both long and dangerous. Columbus refitted
¥ them, however, to the beft of his power, and ‘having fopplied himfelf
. with frefh provifions he took his departure from Gomera, one® of the
- moft wefterly of the Canary iflands, on the fixth day of September.
Here the voyage of difcovery may properly be faid to begin; far
Columbus holding his courfe due weft, left immediately the ufual track
of navigation, and ftretched into unfrequented and unknown feas. The
firk day, as it was very calm, he made but little way ; but on the fecond,
he foft fight of the Canaries ; and many of the failors, dejected already
and dilmayed, when they contcmplated the boidnefs of the undertaking,
brgan to heat their breafts, and to fhed tears, as if they were never more
to behold fand.  Columbus comforted them with affurances of fuccefs,
and the profpe@ of vaft wealth, in thofe opulent regions whither he was
- conduting them, This early difcovery of the {pirit of his followers
- '~ taught.
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taught Coiurnbus, that -he muft prcparc to ftruggle, not only with the-
" unavoidable difficulties which might be expe@ted from the nature of his
wadertaking, but with fuch as were likely to arife from the ignorance
and timidity of the people under his command ; and he perceived that
' the art of governing the minds of men weuld be no lefs requifite for ac-
comphfhmcr the difcoveries which he had in view, than naval fkill and
uadaunted courage. Happily for himfelf, and for the country by which
he was émployed, he joined to the ardent temper and inventive geniusof -
a projector, virtues of another {pecies, which are rarcly united with them.
He poflefied a thoroucrh knowledge of mankmd, an infinuating addrefs,
a patient perfeverance in executing-any plan, the perfe& government of
his paffions, and the talent of acquiring an afcendant over thofe of other
men. All thefe qualities, which formed him.for command, were. ac-
companied with that fuperior knowledge of his profcﬂion, which begets
confidence in times of difficulty and danger To unfkilful Spanifh ..
{ailors, accuftomed only to coafting voyages in the Mednerranean, the
"maritime {cience of Columbus, the fruit of thirty years experience, im-
proved by an acquaintance with all the inventions of the Portuguefe, ap-
peared immenfe.” * As foon as they put to fea, he regulated every thing by
his fole authonty, he fuperinitended the execution of every order ; and
allowing himfelf only a few hours for fleep, he was at all other times
upon deck. As his courfe lay through feas which had not formerly
been vxﬁtcd, the founding-line, or m{’truments for obfervation, were
continually in his hands. After the example of the Portuguefe difcover-
ers, he attended to the motion of tides and currents, watched the flight
~ of birds, the appearance of fifhes, of fca-weeds, and of every thing that
floated on the waves, and enatered eyery occurrence, wi with a minute ex-
“afinefs, in the journal which he kept.. As the length of the voyage
could not fail of alarming failors habituated only to thost excurfions,
Columbus endeavoured to conceal from them the real- }rogrefs which o
they made, With this view, though they run eighteen leagues on the
fecond day after they left Gomera, he gave out that they had advanced
only fifteen, and he upiformly employed the fame artifice of reckomng
fhort during the whole voyage. By the fonrteenth of September, the
_ fleet was above two hundred. lcagues to the wett of the. Canary Ifles, at a
' greater diftance from land than any Spamard had been’ before that time,
“There they were ftruck with an appearance no lefs aﬁbm{hmg than new,
They obfe;ved that the magnetic needle, in their compatffes, did not.
point exadly to the polar fr, but varied towards the weft ; -and as they
proceeded, this variation increafed. This appearance, which is now
farmhar, though it fill remains one of the myfteries of nature, into the’
D 2 ) cau{e
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caufe of which the fagacity of man hath not been able to penetrate,
filled the companions of Columbus with terror. They were now in a
boundlefs unknown ‘ocean, far from the ufual courfe of navigation ;
nature itfelf feemed to be altered, and the only guide which they had
left was about to fail them. Columbus, with no lefs quicknefs than
ingenuity, invented a reafon for this appearance, which, though it did
~ not fatisfy himfelf, feemed fo plaufible to them, that it dxfpelled their
fears, or filenced their murmurs. .
He ftill continued to fteer due weft, nearly in the fame latitude with
the Canary iflands. In this courfe he came within the fphere of the trade
wind, which blows invariably from eaft to weft, between ‘the-tropics and
a few degrees beyond them. He advanced before this fteady gale Witl}
fach uniform rapidity, that it was feldom neceffary to fhifta fail. When
2bout four hundred leagues to the weft of the Canaries, he found the fea
{o covered with weeds, that it refembled a meadow of vaft extent ; aﬂd.
_in fome places they were fo thick, as to retard the motion of -the veffels.
This ftrange appearance occafioned new alarm and difquiet. The
failors imagined that' they were now arrived at the utmoft boundary of
the navigable ocean; that thefe floating weeds would obftruct their
farther progrefs, and concealed dangerous rocks, or fome large tract of
land, which had funk, they knew not how, in that place. ~Columbus
endeavouted to perfuade them, that what had alarmed, ought rather to
have encouraged them, and was to be confidered as a fign of approach-
ing land. At the fame time, a brifk gale arofe, and carried them
forward. Several birds were feen hovering about the fhip*, and
directed their flight towards the weft. The defponding crew refumed
" fome degree of fpirit, and began to entertain frefh hopes,

# As the Ponuguefe; in making their difcoveries, did not depart far from the coaft of
Africa, they concladed that birds, whofe flight they obferved with great attention, did -
snot venture to any confiderable diftance from land. In the infancy of navigation, it
was not known, th4t birds often ftretch their flight to an immenfe diftance from any "
fhore. In failing towards the Weft-Indian iflands, birds are often feen at the diftance of
two hundred Ieagues “from the neareft coaft, Sloane’s Nat, Hift. of Jamaica, vol. i,
pe 30. Catefby faw an owl at fea, when the fhip was fix hundred leagus diftant from
fand. Nat. Hift. of Sarolina, pref. p. 7. Hift. Naturelle de M. Bu&'onq tom. xvi.

p+ 32. From which t appears, that this indication of land, on which Columbus feems
to have relied with fome confidence, was extremely uncertain, This cbfervation ig

confirmed by Capmr; Cook, the moft extenfive and experienced navigator of any age or

_ nation, ¢ No one yet knows (fays he) to what diftance any of the oceanic birds go ta

fea; for my own part, I do not believe that there is one in the whole tribe that can be
relied on in pointing out the vicinity of land,” Voyage towards the South Pole, vol. 1

Pe 275
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Upon the firft of OQober they were, according to the adzmral’

meckomng, feven hundred and feventy leagues to the weft of the Ca- _

naries ; but let his men fhould be intimidated by the prodigious length
of navigation, he gave -out that they had proceeded only five hundred
and eighty-four leagues; and, fortunately for Columbus, neither his
own pilot, nor thofe of the other thips, had fkill fufficient to \corre'&
this error, and difcover the deceit. They had now been above thres
weeks at rea; they had proceeded far beyond what former navigators
had attempted er deemed poffible; all their prognoftics of ‘difcovery,
drawn from the flight of birds and other circumftances, had proved fal-
lacious ; the appearances of land, with which their own credulity or the
artifice of their commander had from time to time flattered and amufed
them, had been altogether illufive, and their profpet of fuccefs feemed
now to be as diftant as ever. ‘Thefe refle@ions occurred .often to men,
who had no other obje@ or occupation, than to reafon and difcourfe
concerning the intention and circumftances of their expedition. * They
made impreflion, at firf, upon the ignorant and timid, and exteading,
by degrees, to fuch as were better informed or more refolute, the con-
tagion “fpread at length from fhip to thip. ¥rom fecret whifpers or
murmurings, they proceeded to open cabals and public complaints.
They taxed their fovereign with inconfiderate credulity, in paying fuch
fegard to the vain promifes and rath conjeftures of an indigent foreigner,
as to hazard the lives of fo many of her own fubjes, in profecuting 2
chimerical {cheme. They affirmed that they had fully performed their

“duty, by venturing fo far in an unknown and hopelefs courfe, and could

incur no blame, for refufing to follow, ‘any longer, a defperate adven-
turer to certain deftruftion. They contended, that it was neceflary to
think of returning to Spain, while their crazy veflels were fill in a con-

dition to keep the fea, but expreffed their fears that the attempt would

Pprove vain, as the wind, which had hitherto been fo favourable to their
k:our'fe, muft render it impoffible to fail in the oppofite dire®tion. All

/agreed that Columbus fhould be compelled by force to adopt a meafure

‘on which their common fafety depended. Some of the more audacious
propofed, as the moft expeditious and certain method for getting rid at
once of his remonttrances, to throw him into the fea, being perfuaded
that, upon their Yeturn to Spain, the death of an unfuccefsful projetor.
would excite little concern, and be inquired into with no curiofity.

Columbus was fully fenfible of his perilous fituation. He had obferved, |

with. great uneafinefs, the fatal operation of ignorance and of fear in
producing difaffeCtion among his crew, and faw that it was now ready

to.
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to burft out into open mutiny. He retained, however, perfe& prefence

“of mind. He affe@ted to feem ignorant of their machinations. Not-

withftanding the agitation and folicitude of his own mind, he appeared
with a cheerful countenance, like a man fatisfied with the progrefs
which he had made, and con.ﬁden,t‘of fuccefs. Sometimes he employed
all the arts of infinuation to foothe his men. . Sometimes he endeavoured
to work upon their ambition or avarice, by magpnificent defcriptions of
thc fame and wealth which they were about to acquire.” On other oc-
caﬁons, he affumed a tone of authority, and threatened them with ven-
geance from their fovereign, if, by their daftardly behaviour, they
thould defeat this noble effort to promote the glory of God, and to exalt
the Spanith name above that of every other nation. Even with fedi-
tious failots, the words of 2 man whom they had been accuftomed to re-
verence, were weighty and per{uafive, and not only reftrained the'n from
t‘mfe violent excefles, which they meditated, but prevailed with them to
accompany their admiral for fome time longer. _

As they proceeded, the indications of approaching land feemed to be
more certain, and excited hppe in proportion. ‘The birds began to ap-
pear in flocks, making towards the fouth-weft. Columbus, in imitation
of the Portuguefc navigators, who had been guided, in feveral of their
~dilcoveries, by the motion of birds;-attered-his-eour dye weft to-
wards that quarter whither they pointed their flight. Bat, after holdmg
on for feveral days in this new dire@ion, without any better fuccefs thar;
formerly, having feen no obje&, during thlrty days, but the fea and the
fky, the hopes of his companions fubfided fafter than they had rifen ;
their fears revived with additional force ; impatience, rage, and defpalr,
appcared in every countenance. All fenfe of fubordination was loft ;
the oﬁicers, who had hitherto concurred with Columbus in opinion,
and fupported his authority, now tock part with the private men; they
affembled tumultuoufly on the deck, expoftulated with their commandcr{
mmgled threats with their expoftulations, and required him inftantly to
tack about and to return to Europe. Columbus perceived that it would
be of no avail to have recourfe to any of his former arts, which havmg
been tried fo often, had loft their effe®; and that it was impoffible to
rekindle any zeal for the fuccefs of the expedition amorz men, in whofe
breafts fear had extinguithed every generous fentiment, He faW that it
was no lefs vain to think of employing either gentle or fevere meafures,
to quell 2 matiny fo general and fo violent. It'was neceffary, on all
thefe accounts, to foothe pafficns which he could no longer command,
and to give way to a torrent too impetuous to be checked, He pro-

' " mifed
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'mi{'ed folemnly to his men that he would comply with their requeft,
prdvided they would accompany him, and obey his commands for three
\days longer, and if, during that time, land were not- di{covered. he
‘would then abandon the enterprife, and dire his courfe towards Spam.
Enraged as the failors were, and impatient to turn their faces again
towards their native country; this propofition did not appear to them
unreafonable. Nor did Columbus hazard much in’confining himfelf to
a term {o fhort. 'The prefages of difcovering land were now fo aumer-
ous and promifing, that he deemed them infallible. For fome days the

founding line reached the bottom, and the {oil which it brought up in- ,

_dicated land to be at no great diftance. The flocks of birds increafed,

and were compofed not only of fea fowl, but of fuch land birds as could

not be fuppofed to fly far from the fhore, The crew of the Pinta ob-
ferved 2 cane floating, which feemed to have been newly cut, and like-
wife a piece of timber artificially carved. The failors aboard the
Nigna took up the branch of a tree with red berries, perfeétly frefh.
'The clouds around the fetting fun affumed a new appearance ; the air
was more mild and warm, and, during night, the wind became unequal
and variable. ¥rom all thefe fymptoms, Columbus was fo confident of
being near land, that on the evening of the eleventh of O&ober, after:
public prayers for fuccefs, he ordered the fails to be furled, and the

thips to lie to, keeping Rrict watch; teft-they- .be driven athore in
the night. During this interval of fufpence and expe@ation, no man
fhut his eyes, all kept upon deck, gazing intently towards that quarter
where they expeQted to difcover the land, which had been fo long the
objet of theixr withes. :

About two hours before midnight,»Columbus ftanding on the fore-
caftle, obferved a light at a diftance, and privately pointed it out to
Pedro Gutticrez, a page of the queen’s wardrobe. ™ Guttierez perceived
it, and calling to Szlcedo, comptroller of the fleet, all three faw it in

" motion, as if it were carried from place to place. A little after mid-
night, the joyful found of ¥zzd, land, was heard from the Pinta, which
kept always ahead of the other fhips. But, having been fo often de-
ceived by fallacious appearances, every man was now become flow of
belief, and waited, in all the anguith of uncertainty and impatience, for
the return of day. As foon as morning dawned, Friday, O@ober 12,
all doubts and fears were difpelled. From every fhip an ifland was

{feen about two leagues to the north, whofe flat and verdant fields, well -

ftored with wood, and watered with maay rivulets, prefented the afpect.
of a delightfal country: The crew of thé Pinta inftantly began the
Te Dnm, as 4 bymn of thankfgiving to God, and wcre joined by thofe

of
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of the othier fhips, with tears of joy and tranfports of congratulation.
"This office of gratitude to Heaven was-followed by an a& of juftice to
their commander. They threw themfelves at the feet of Columbus, -
with feelings of felf-condemnation mingled with reverence. They im-
plored him to pardon their i ignorance, Ancredulxty, and infolence, which
kad created him fo much unteceffary difquiet, and had fo often ob-
Eruéted the profecution of his well-concerted plan; and paffing, in the
‘warmth of their admiration, from one extreme to another, they now

' pronorinqed the man, whom ihcy had fo lately reviled and threatened,
tobea perfon infpired by Heaven with fagacity and fortitude more
than human, in order to accomplifh a defign;, fo far beyond the 1deasf A

_and concepuon of all former ages.

‘As foon as the fun arofe, all their boats were marmcd and arred.
They rowed towards the ifland with their colours difplayed, with
warlike mufic, and other martial pomp. As they- approached the
- coaft, they faw it covered with a multitude of people, whomthe novelty

Aof the fpe@acle had’ drawn together, whofe attitudes and geftures ex- -
prefled wonder and aftonifhment at the firange obje¢ts which prefented
themfelves to their view. Columbus was the firfk European who fet
foot in the New World which he had-difcovered..: He landed’in a rich
drefs, and with a naked fiword in his hand. His men followed, and
kneeling down, they all kiffed the ground which they had fo long de-

" fired to fee. *They next erefted a crucifix, and proftrating themfelves -
before it, returned thanks to God for condu€ling their voyage to fuch’
an happy iffue. They then took folemn poffefion of the country for
the ‘crown of Caftile and Leon, with all the formalities which the
Portuguefe were accuitomed to obfene in aéts of this kmd, in then'
new difcoveries.

" 'The Spaniards, while thus employed, were furrounded by many of

_the natives, who gazed, in fileat admiration, upon aétions which they

. could not comprehend, and of which they did not forefee the confe-

" quences. The drefs of the Spaniards,.the whitenefs of their fkins, their
beards, their arms, appeared ftrange and furprifing: The vaft machines
in which they had traverfed the ocean, that feemed to move npon the
_waters with wings, and uttered a dreadful found refembling thunder,
accompanied with lightning and fmoke, ftruck them with fuch terror,
that they began to refpet their new guefts as a fuperior order of beings,
and concluded. that they were children of the Sen, who had defcended
1o vifit the earth. - '

~ The Europeans were hardly lefs amazed at the fcene now before
them. Every herb, and fhrub, and tree, was different from thofe which |

' 3 ﬁoam'hed




¢
\

\ , :
-DISCOVERY OF AMERICA, - 25

fourithed in Europe. The foil feemed to be rich, but bore few marks
of cultivation. 'The climate, even to Spaniards, felt warm, though ex-
tremely delightful. 'The inhabitants appeared in- the fimple innocénce

v of nature, entirely naked. Their black hgir, long and. uncurled,
floated upon "t},leir thoulders, -.or was bound in trefles around thei; heads.
They had no beards, -and every part of their bodies was perfeély
fmooth. Their complexion was of a dufky copper colour, their fea-
tures fi ngular, rather _than difagreeable, their afpect gentle and timid.
‘Though not tall they were well leaped and acive. Their faces, and
feveral parts. of their body, were fantatically painted with glaring co-
Iours. They were thy at firft through fear,-but foon became familiar
with the Spaniards, and with -tranfports of joy recexv'ed from them
hawks-bells, glafs beads, or other baubles, in return for thch they gave
fach provifions as they had, and fome cotton yarn, the only commodity
of value that they could produce. Towards evening, Columbus re=-
tarned to his thips, accompanied by many of: the iflanders in their boats,
which they called canoes, and though rudely formed out of the trunk of
a fingle tree, they rowed them with furprifing dexterity. Thus, in the
firft interviéw between the inhabitants of the old and new worlds, every
thing was conducted amicably, and to their mutual fatisfa&ion. .The-
former, enlightened and ambitious, formed already vaft ideas with re-,
pett to the advantages which they might derive from the regions that
began to open to their view. The latter, fimple and undifcerning, had
no forefight of thé calamities and defolation which were approachmg
their country. -

Columbus, who now affumed the title and authority of. admiral and
viceroy, called the ifland which. he had difcovered Sz Szkvador. It is
better known by the name of Guanahanri, which the natives gave to it,
and is one of that large clufter of iflands called the Lucaya or Bahama
ifles. It is fituated above three thoufznd miles to the weft of Gomera,
from which the fquadron took its departure, and only four degrees to the
fouth of it; fo little had Columbus dcvmted ‘from the wefterly courfe,
which he had chofen as the moft proper.

Columbus employed the next day in vifiting the coafts of the ifland ;
and from the univerfal poverty of the inhabitants, he perceived ithat thzs
was not the rich country for which he fought. Bat, comformably to
his theory concerning the difcovery of thofe regions of Afia which
ftretched towards the eaft, he concluded that San Salvador was one cf
the ifles which geographers defcribed as fituated in the great, ocean ad-

- Jacent to India. - Having obferved that moft of the people whom he
 had feen wore fmall plates of gold, by way of ornament, in their nof-
E trils,
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~ trils, he eagerly inquired where they got that precious metal. They :
pointed fowards the fouthy and made him comprehend by ﬁgns, that ‘
‘gold abounded in countries fituated in that quarter. ‘Thither he imme-
diately determined to dire his courfe, in full confidence of finding
there thofe opulent regions which had been” the objett of his voyage,
‘and would be a recompence for all his toils and dangers. He took

~ along with him feven of the natives of San Salvador, that, by acquiring
‘the Spanifh language; they might ferve as guides and interpreters; and
thofe innocent people confidered it as a mark of diftinction when they
were felected to accompany him. -

He faw feveral iflands, and touched at three of the Iargeﬁ, on which
he beftowed the names of St. Mary of the Conception, Fernandina, and
Ifabelfa. But as Atflei.r foil, produttions, and inhabitants, nearly re-
fembled thofe of San Salvador, he made ro ftay in any of them. -He

- inquired every where for gold, and the figns that were uniformly made
by way of anfwer, confirmed him in the opinion that it was brought
from the fouth. He followed that courfe, and fogn difcovered a
country which appeared very extenfive, not perfecly level, like thofe

‘which_he had already vifited, but fo diverfified with rifing grounds,
hills, rivers, woods, and plains, that he was uncertain whether it might

. prove an ifland, or part of the continent. The natives of San Salvador,
whom he had on board, called it Czbz ; Columbus gave it the name of
Juanna. He entered the mouth of a large rivet with his fquadron, and
ail the inhabitants fled to the moun;ains as he approached the fhore.

"But as he refolved to careen his fhips in that place, he fent fome
Spaniards, together with one of ‘the people of San Salvador, to view the
interior parts of the country. They, having advanced above fixty
miles from the fhore, reported upon their return, that the foil was
sicher and more cultivated than any they had hitherto difcovered ; that,
befides many fcatzered cottages, they had. found ene village, containing
above a thoufand inhabitants; that the people, though naked, feemed
to be more mtelhgent than thofe of San Salvador, but had treated them-
with the fame refpectful attention, kiffing their feet, and honouring |
them as facred beings allied to Heaven; that they had given them to ;
eat a certain root,. the tafle of which refembled roifted chefnuts, and &

—~—likewife a-fingular fpecies of corn called; maize; which, -either when —

- yoafted whole or ground into meal, was abundantly palatablc 3 that
there feemed to be no four-footed animals in the country, but a fpecies-
of dogs, which could not bark, and a creature rc{'emblmg a rabbit, but
of a much {maller fize; that they had obferved fome ornaments of gold

among the people, but of no great value.

.
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Thefe meflengers hacl-j)prevailed with fome of. the natives to ac-
company them, who mfomzed Columbus, that the gold-of which they
made their ornaments was»found in Cubanacan. By this word they

sant of their language, as Well as unaccuftomed to their pronunciation,

that the opulent kingdom of Cathay, defcribed by Marco Polo, was not
very remote. This induced him to employ fome time in viewing the

the north coaft of Cuba, to the eaftern extremity of the ifland;

where prefented themfelves, and amazed at the luxuriant fertility
of the foil, both which, from their novelty, made a more lively
" impreflion wpon his imagination *, he did not find gold in fuch
quantity .as was fufficient to fatisfy either the avarice of his followers,
or the expeations of the court to which he was to return. The
people of the country, as much aftonifhed at his eagernefs in queft of
gold, as the Europeans were at their ignorance and fimplicity, pointed
towards the eaft, where an ifland which they called Hayti was fituated,
in which that metal was more abundant than -among them. Columbus

Pinzon, impatient to be the firft who fhould take poffeflion -of the trea-
fures which this country was fuppefed to contain, quitted his com-

fhould come uvp with him.

fixth of December, He called the port where he firft touched St.

- * In a letter of the admiral’s to- Férdinand and Ifabella, he defcribes one of the
g harbours in Cuba, with ali the enthufiaftic 3dmiration.of a difcoverer,—c¢ I dxfcovcred
o a siver which a galley might eafily enter; 5 the beauty of it mdu;:ed ‘me to found, and I
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meant the middle or inland’ ‘part of Cuba; but Columbus, being igno-
and his thoughts ruaning. conImuaHy upon his own theory concerning

the difcovery of the Eaft Indxes, he was led, by the refemblance of .
found, ¢o fuppofe that they fpoke of the Great Khan, and 1magmed

country. He vifited almoft every. harbour, from Porto del Principe, on )

but though delighted with the beagty of the fcenes, which every.

ordered his fquadron to bend its courfe thither ; but Martin Alonfo

pamons, regardlefs of all the admiral’s ﬁgnals to flacken fail until they ‘ '

Columbus, retarded by contrary wmds, dxd ‘not reach Havn tifl the

found from five to eight fat‘xor?s of water, Ha\ung -proceeded-a-confiderable way up
* —the tiver; ‘évery thing invited me to fettle there. The beauty of the river, the clear-

nefs of the water, throngh which I could fee the fandy dottom, the?ﬁfulutude of palme -
trees of different kinds, the tal]eﬁ and fineft 1 had feen, and an infinite number of other .

large and fiourifhing trees, the birds, and the verdure of the plains, are fo ‘wonderfully

b&utxful, that this country excelsall others as far as the day furpaffes the night in bright-

nefs and fplendour, fo that I often faid, that it would be in vain for me to attempt to give
your highneffes a full account of it, for neither iy tengue nor my pen could come up
ta the truth, and indeed I amfy much amazed at the fight of {uch beauty, that I know
ot how to de[cnbe it” Life of Columb. c. 30,

Bz o Ni.ch”ola:;,
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Nicholas, and the ifland itfelf Efpagnola, in honour of ':ﬁe?' kingdom
by which he was employed ; and it is the only country, of thofe he had
yet difcovered, Which has retained the name that he gave it. As he
could neither meet with the Pinta, nor have any intercourfe with the
inhabitants, who fled in great confternation towards the woods, he foon
quitted St. Nicholas, and failing along the northern coaft of the ifland,
he entered another harbour, which he called the Conception. Here he
was more fortunate ; his people overtook a woman who was flying from
them, and after treating her with great gentlenefs, difmiffed her with a
prefent of fuch toys as they knew were moft valued in thofe regions.
The defcription which fhe gave to her countrymen of the humanity and

" wonderful qualities of the ﬂranvers their admn‘atxon of the trinkets,

" which the fhewed with exultation ; and their eagemefs to participate of

the fame favours; removed all -their fears, and induced many of them
to repair to the harbour. The ftrange obje@s which they beheld, and
the bacbles, which Coiumbus beftowed upon them, amply gratified
their ceriofity and their wifhes. They nearly refembled the people of

Guanahani and Cuba. They were naked like them, ignorant, and .

" fimple ; and feemed to be equally unacquainted with all the arts which
appear moft neceflary in polithed focieties ; but they were gentle, crea
dulous, and timid, to a degree which rendered it ealy to acquire the afe
cendant over .them, efpecially as their exceflive admiration led them
into the fame error with the people of the other iflands, in believing the

Spaniards to be more than mortals, and defcended immediately from*

Heaven. They poflefled gold in greater abundance than their neigh-
‘bours, which they readily exchanged for bells, beads, or pins; and in
this unequal traffic both parties were highly pleafed, each confidering
themfeivés as gainers by the tranfaition. Here Columibus was vifited
by a prince or cazigue of the country. He appeared with all the pomp
kﬁown among a fimple people, being carried in a fort of palanquin upon
the thoulders of four men, and attended by many of his fubjeds, who
ferved him with great refpect. His deportment was grave and ftately,
very referved towards his own people, butwith Columbus and the Spa-
niards extremely courteous. He gave the admiral fome thin plates of
gold, and a girdle of curious workmanfbip, réceiving in return prefents
of {mall value, but highly acceptable to him.

Columbus, ftill intent on difcovering the mines which yielded gold,
~ continued to interrogate all the natives thh whom he had any inter.
courfe concérning their fituation, They concurred in pointing out a
mountainous country, which they called Cibao, at forme diftance from
the fea, and farther towa;ds the caft, | Struck mth this found, which

appeared
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. sppeared to him the fame with Cis ﬂ/lgo, the name by which Marco
Polo, and other travellers to thz eaft, mﬁmguﬂhed the iflamds of Japan,
he no longer doubted with r*fpe& to tl~e vicinity of the countries which
he had difcovered to the remote parts of Afia; and, in full expeé‘tatxou ’
of reaching foon thofe regions which had been the obje& of his voy-
age, he directed his courfe towards the caft. He put into 2 commodious
harbour, which he called St. Thomas, and found that diftric to be ;unde_r
the government of a powerful cazique, named Guacanabari, who, as he
afterwards learned, was one of the five fovereigns among whom the
. whole ifland was divided. He immediately feat meflengers to Colum-
bus; who, in his name, delivered to him the prefent of a mafk cuarioufly
fathioned, with the ears, nofe, and mouth of beaten gofd, and invited him
to the place of his refidence, néar the harbour now called Cape Fran-
cois, fome leagues towards the eaft. Columbus difpatched fome of his
officers to vifit this prince, who, as he behaved himfelf with greater dig-
nity, feemed to claim more attention. They returned, with fuch
faﬁ'ourable accounts both of the country and of the people, as made
Columbué impatient for that mtcrvxew WAth Guacanahan to which he
had been invited.

He failed for this purpofe from St. Thomas, on the twenty-fourth
of Decemb»r with a fair wind, and the fea perfely calm; and as,
_am1dﬁ the multiplicity of his occupations, he had not thut his eyes for
two.days, he retired at midnight in order to take fome repofe, havmg
‘; committed the helm to the pilot, with ftri injun&ions nat to quit it
_for a moment. The pilot, dreading no danger, carclefsly left the hélm
“to an unexperienced cabin boy, and the fhip, carried s away by a current,
was dathed againft a rock. The violence of the fhock awakened
Columbus.. He ran up to the deck. There, all was confufion and
deﬂ)azr. -He alone retained prefence of mind. He "ordered fome of
the 'faxlors to take a boat, and carry out an anchor aftern; but, inftead

- - of obeymg, they made off towards the Nigra, which was about half a .

league diftant.. He then commanded the matts to be cut down, in order.
to lighten the fhip; but all his endeavours were too late ; the veflel
opened near the keel, and filled fo faft with water that its lofs was in-
evitable. 'The fmoothnefs of the fea, and the timely affiftance of boats
from the Nigna, enabled the crew to' fave their lives. As foon as the
iflanders heard of this difafter, they crowded: to the fhore, with their
prince Guacanahan at their head. Inftead of taking advantage of the
diftrefs in which they beheld the Spamards, to attempt any thing to_
their detnment, they Iamented their misfortune with tears of fincere
sondolance, Not  fatisfied with this unavailing expreffion of their

: ’ {ympathy
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fympathy, they put to fea a number of cances, and, under the diretion
of the Spaniards, affifted in faving whatever could be got out of the
wreck ; and by the united labour of fo many hands, almoft every thing
of value was carried afhore. As faft as the goods were landed, Guaca-
nahari in perfon took charge of them. By his orders they were all de-
pofited in one place, and armed centinels were pofted, who kept ‘the
multitude at a diffance, in order to prevent them not only from embez-
zling, but from infpe@ing too curioufly what belonged to their guefts.
Next morning this prince vifited Columbus, who was now on board the
Nigna, and endeavoured to confole him for his lofs, by offering all that
he poflefled to repair it%.

"The condition of Columbus was fuch, that he ftaod in need of confo. .

lation, He had hitherto procured no intelligence of the Pinta, and no
longer doubted but that his treacherous affociate had fet fail for Europe.
in order to have the merit of carrying the firft tidings of the extraordi-

mary difcoveries which had been made, and to pre-occupy fo far the ear

of their fovereign, as to rob him of the glory and reward to which he
was juftly entitled. There remained but one veffel, and that the fmalleft

and moft crazy of the fquadron, to traverfe fuch a vaft ocean, and carry,

* The account which Columbus glves of the hum"mty 2nd ordesly behaviour of the

natives on this occafion is very ftriking. ¢ The king (fays he, in a Tetter to Ferdi-

nand and Ifabella) having been informed of our misfoztune, expreffed great gnef for our-

Yofs, and immediately fent abdard all the people in the place in many large canoes; we
foon unloaded the fhip of every thing that was upon deck, as the king gave us great af-

fiftance: he himfelf, with his prothers and relations, took all poffible care that every

thing fhould be properly done both aboard and on fhore.  And, from time to time, he
{ent fome of his relations wecpmg, to beg of me not to be dejected, for ‘he wauld give

me all that he had. T can affure your highnefles, that fo much care would not have
been taken in fecuring our effeéts in any part of Spain, as zil our property was put toge~

ther in ope place near his palace, until the houfes which he wanted to prepare for the,

. cuftody of it, were emptied. He immediately placed a guard of armgd men, who watched

during the whole night, and thofe on thore lamented as if they had been much isiter-
eftedinour lofs, The people are fo 2ffe&ionate, fo tractable, and fo peaceable, ‘that I
* fwear to your highneffes, that there is not a better race of ren, nor a better country in
the worlde - They love their neighbour 4s themfelves ; their conver{anon is the fweeteft
and mildeft in the world, cheerful, and always accompanied with a fmile, And although
it is true that they go nzkedé yet your highnefles may be affured that they have ma_ti'xy
very commendable cultams; the king is ferved with great ftate, and his behaviour is fo
dgcent, that it is pleafant to fee him, as it is likewife to obferve the wonderful memory
wh'ch thefe people have, and their defire of knowing every thing, which leads them to
inquire into its caufes and effe@s.”  Life of Columbus, c. 32. Itis probable that the
" Spaniards werc indebted for this officious attention, to the opinion which the Indians en-
tertained of them as a fuperiar order of beingse
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. fo many men-back to Europe..
““mg, and filled the mind of CoJambus with the utmoft folicitude. 'The

mscova OF AMERICA. . 31

ach of thofe circumftances was alarm-

defire of overtaking Pinzon, znd of effacing the unfavourable impref-
fions which his mifreprefenttions might make in Spain, made it necef=
fary to return thither with ut-delay.: The difficulty of taking fuch 2
number of perfons aboar
‘which the fertility of the country, and the gentle temper of the people,
had already induced him fo form. He refolved to leave a part of his crew

in the ifland, that, by réfiding there, théy might learn the language of

the natives, ftudy their difpofition; examine the nature of the countrys

" fearch for mines, prepare for the commodious fettlement of the colony,

with which he purpofefl to return, and. thus fecure and facilitate the ac-

quifition of thofe adyantages which he expected from his difcoveries.
" ‘When ke mentioned this to his men, all approved of the defign ; and from

impatience under the fatlgue of a long voyage, -from the leuty natural
to failors, or from thé hopes of amaffing wealth in a country which af-
forded fuch promlﬁ g fpecimens of its riches, many offered voluntamly
to be among the number of thofe who fhould remain.

. Nothing was no wanting towards the execution of this fchcme, but
%o obtain the confent of Guacanahari; and his unfufpicions fimplicity
foon prefented §o the admiral a favourable oppertunity of propoﬁng it.
Columbus having,| in the beft manner he could, by broken words and
figns, exprefled fome curiofity to know the caufe which had moved the
iflanders to fly wikh Tuch precipitation upon the approach of his fhips,
the cazique informed him that the country was much infefted by the in-
curfions of certain people, whom he called Carribeans, who inhabited

feveral iflands to the fouth-eaft. Thefe he defcribed as a fierce and war-

like race of men,?who delighted in blood, arid devoured the fefh of the
priforers who thre fo unhappy as to fall into their hands; and as the
Spaniards, at their firt appearance, were fuppofed to be Carribeans,

- whom the nativés, however numerous, durft not face in battle, they had

recourfe to their ufual method of fecuring their fafety, by flying into the
thickeft and moft impenetrable woods. Guacanahari, while fpeaking

of thofe dreadful invaders, difcovered fuch {ymptoms of terror, as well as .
fuch confcionfuefs of the inability of his own people to refift them, as led

- Columbus o conclude that he would not be alarmed at the propofition
. of any fcheme which afforded him-the profpe& of an additional fecurity
- againft their attacks. He inftantly offered him the affiftance of the Spa-

~ niards to repel his'enemies ; he engaged to take him and his people under

. the protéction of the powerful monarch whom he ferved, and offered to

{eave in the ifland fach a umber of his men as fhould be fufficient, not -

3 v only

the Nigna, confirmed him in an opinion, .
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only to defend the mhabxta'}ts from futcre incurfions, but to avenge
their paft wrongs.

The credulous prince clofed eagerly with the propofal, and thoughe
himfelf already fafe under the patronage of beings {fprung from Heaven,
and fuperior in power to mortal men. The ground was marked out for
a fmall fort, which Columbus called Nawidad, becaufe he had landed-
there on Chriftmas day. A deep ditch was drawn around it. The
ramparts were fortified with pallifades, and the great guns, faved out of i
the admiral’s thip, were planted upon them. In ten days the work was
finifhed ; that fimple race of men labouring with inconfiderate affiduity -
in ere@ting this firt monument of their own fervitude. During this
time Columbus, by his carefles and liberality, laboured to increafe the
high opinion which the natives entertained of the Spaniards. But while
he endeavoured to infpire them with confidence in their difpofition to do
good, he withed likewife to give them fome ftriking idea of their power
to punifh and deftroy fuch as were. the objets of their indignation. Witk
this view, in prefence of a vaft affembly, he drew up his men in order of
. battle, and made an oftentatious but innocent difplay of the fharpnefs of
the Spanifh fwords, of the force of their fpears, and the operauon of their
crofs-bows. Thefe rade. people; ftrangers to the ufe of iron, and un-
acquainted with any hoftile weapons, but arrows of reeds pointed with
the bones of fithes, wooden fwords, and javelins hardened in the fire,
wondered and trembled. Before this furprife or fear had time to abate,
he ordered the great guns to be fired. The fudden explofion ftruck
them with fuch terror, that they fell flat to the ground, covering their
faces with their hands; and when they beheld the aftonifhing effe& of
the bullets among the tees, towards which the cannon had been pointed,
they concluded that it was impoffible to refit men, who had the com-
mand of fuch deftraive inftruments, and who came armed with thune
der and hghtmng againft their enemies.

After giving fuch fmpreffions both of the beneficence and powet of the
Spamgrds, as might have rende}‘ed it eafy to preferve an afcendant over
the minds of the natives, Columbus appointed thirty-eight of his people.
to remain in the ifland. He entrufted the command of ‘thefe to Diego
de Arada, a gentleman of Cordova, invefting him with the fame’ powers
which he himfelf had received from Fgrdmand and Ifabella; and fur-

- cord
the r
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Cove,

b he h-

nithed him with every thing requifite for the {ubfiftence or defence of becor
thisinfant colony. He &riétly enjoined them to maintain concord amiong ::I:n(
themfelves, to yield an unreferved obedience to their commander, to ag::l:é
avoid giving offence to the natives by any violence or exation, to cul- Deat £
. tivate the- fnendfhlp of Guacanahan, but not to put them#lves in his g o e

power

/
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power By firageling in {mall parties, or marching too far from the fort.
He promifed to revifit them foon, with fuch a reinforcement of ftrength
as might erable them to take full pof’emon of the countty, and to reap
all the fruits of their difcoveries. In the mean time, he engaged to
mention their names to the king and queen, and to place their merit
and fervices in the moft advantageous light. : _

Having thus taken every precaution for the fecurity of the Colony,
he left Navidad on the fourth of January, one thoufand four hundred
and ninety-three, and fteering towards the caft, difcovered, and' gave
names to moft of the harbours on the northern coaft of the ifland. On
the fixth, he defcried the Pinta, and foon came up with ker, after a fepa.
ration of more than fix weeks. Pinzon endeavoured to juftify his con-

. dué&, by pretendmg that he had been driven from his courfe by ftrefs of
weather, and prevented from returning by contrary winds. The admi-"
ral, though he fill fufpeed his perfidious intentions, and knew well
what he urged in his own defence to be frivolous as well as falfe, was fo
fenfible that this was not a proper time for venturing upon any high
firain of authority, and felt fuch fatisfattion in this jun@ion with his
confort, which delivered him from many difquieting apprehenficns, that
lame as Pinzon’s apology was, lie admitted of it without difficulty, and
reftored him to favour, During his abfence from the admiral, Pinzon
had vifited feveral harbours in the ifland, had acquired fome gold by
trafficking with the nativ es/ -but had made no difcovery cf any import-
ance.

From the condition of his fbips, as well as the temper of his men, Co-
lumbus now found it neceflary to haften his return to Europe. ~ The for-
mer, having fuffered/much during a voyage of fuch an uncfual iength,
were extremely leaky. ‘The latter exprefled the utmoft impaticnce to
revifit their nauve/countr/, from which they had been fo long abfent,
and where they had things fo wonderful and un-hecard of to relate.  Ac-

cordmgly, on the fixteenth of January, he dire@ed his courfe- towards

the north- eaﬂ,/ and foon loft fight of land. He had on boari fome of
the natives, Whom hé had taken from the different iflands which he dif-
covered ; aad -befides the gold, which was the chief object of refrarch,
he had colle&ed fpecimens of all the produ@ions which were likelv to
‘ become fubjecs of commerce in the feveral countries, as well as maay
- unknown birds, and other natural curiofities, which might attra& the
at'ennon of the learned, or cxcite the wonder of the people. The voy-
. age was profperous to the fourteenth of February, and he had advanced
: near five hundred leagues atrofs the Atlantic Ocean, when the wind be-
gan to rife, and continwed to blow with mcreaﬁng rage, which termi-
; F - nated



“experience of Columbus could devife was employed, in order to fave the
‘fhips. But it was impoffible to withftand the violence of the ftorm; and

~ which naturally agitat‘e and alarm the human mind in fuch awful fitua-

“that might have been derived from the happy fuccefs of his {chemes, and

iing‘p‘xﬁurc of his intrepidity, his humanity, his prudence; his public fpirit, and courtly *

‘have‘been convinced, and the glory of your highneffes, and the extent of your territery

‘ syould have been more tolerable; had it not been attended with the lofs of thofé men whom
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pated in a furicus hurricane. Every expedient that the naval &kill and

as they were ftill far from any land, deftru&tion feemed inevitable. 'The
failors had recourfe to prayers to Almighty God, to the invocation of
faints, to vows and charms, to every thing that religion diQates, or fu-
perftition fuggefts, to the affrighted mind of man. No profpet of de-
Tiverance appearing, they abandoned themfelves to defpair, and expeted
‘eévery moment to be f{wallowed up in the waves. Befides the paffions

tions, when certain death, in one of his moft terrible forms, is beforz it,
Columbus had to endure feelings of diftrefs peculiar to himfelf. He
dreaded that all knowledge of the amazing difcoveries which he had
made was now to perifh ; mankind were to be deprived of every benefit

his own name would defcend tg pofterity as that of a rafh deluded ad-
venturer, inftead of being tranfmitted with the honour due to the author
and' conductor of the moft noble enterprife that had ever been under-
taken. Thefe refieions emidgui(hed all fenfe of his own perfonal dan-
ger.: Lefs affeCted with the lofs of life, than folicitous to preferve the
memory. of what he had attempted and achieved, he retired to his cab-
bin, and wrote; vpon parchment, a fhort account of the voyage which he
had made, of the courfe which he had taken, of the fituation and riches
of the countries which he had difcovered, and of the colony that he had
left there. Having wrapt up this in an oiled cloth, which he inclofed
in a cake of wax, he put it into a cafk carefully ’ltopped up, and threw it -
inmto the fea, in hopes that fome fortunate accident might preferve a dé.

pofit of fo much importance to the world *. e s e,
At

¥ Etery monument of fuch a man as Columbus is valuzble. A letter which he wrote .
to Ferdinand and Ifabella, defcribing what paffed on this cccafion, exhibits 2 moft firik-

addrefs. - ¢ I would have been lefs concerncd for this misfortune, had I alone been i
danger, both becaufe my life is a debt that I owe to the Supreme Creator, and becaufe I
have at other times been expofed to the moft imminent hazard, But what gave mein-
rief and vexation was, that after it had pleafed our Lord to give ith to
dertake This enterprize, in which I had now been fo fuccefsful, thatmy opponents would .

increafed by me; it fhould pleafe the Divine Majefty to ftop all by my death. Al this ;

1had carried with e, upon promife of the greateft profperity, who feeing themfelves
in fuch difirefs, curfed not only their coming along with me, bat that fear and awe of 38
mey <
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- At length Providence interpofed, to fave a life referved for other fer-
vices. The wind abated, the fea became calm, and on the evening of
the fifteenth, Columbes and his companions difcovered Iand ; and though
uncertain what it was, they made towards it. They foon knew it to be
St. Mary, one of the Azores or weftern ifles, fubjeét to the crown of Por-

tugal. Thers, after a violent conteft with the governor, in which Co-
lambus difplayed no lefs {pirit than prudence, he obtained a {fupply of

frefh provifions, and whatever elfe he needed. One circumftance, how-
ever, greatly difquieted him. 'The Pinta, of which he had left fight on

.the firft day of the harricane, did not appear; he dreaded for fome time -

that fhe had foundered at fea, and that all her crew had perifhed: af-
terwards, his former fufpicions recurred, and he became apprehenfive
 that Pinzon had born away for Spain, that he might reach it befote him,
and, by giving the firft account of his difcoveries, mlghn)bta.m fome.

~ fhare of his fame. -
In order to prevent this, he left the Azores on the twenty-fourth of
February, as {oon as the weather would permit. At no great diftancs
from the coaft of Spain, when near the end of his voyage, and feem-

e, which preventea them from returning as they had often refolved to have done. 'But
“befides all this, my forrow was greatly increafed, by recolle&ing that Ihad left my two
fons at fchool at Cordova, deflitute of friends, in a foreign country, when it could not in
ail probability be known that I had done fuch fervices as might induce your highneffes to
remember them. And though I comforted myfelf with the faith that our Lord would
~mot permit that,’ which tended fo much to the glory of his church, and which I had
brought about with fo much trouble, to remain imperfe&, yet I confidered, that on ac=
count of my fins, it was his will to deprive me of that glory, which I might have at-
tained in this world. While in this confufed ﬁatc, 1 thought on the good fortune which
---accompanies your highneffes, and imagined, that aIEbouo‘h 1 hould perifh, and the veffel
be loft, it was poﬁi_l;l:: that you might fomchow come to the knowledge of my voyage,
"and the fuccefs with which it was attended.  For that reafon I wrote upon parchment
- with the brevity which the fituation required, that I had difcovered the lands which I
promifed, in how many days I had done it, and what courfe I had followed. I men-
tioned the goodnefs of the country, the charaer of the inhabitants, and that your high-
neffes fubje@s were leftin poffeffion of all that Thad difcovered, Haying fealed this wri.
tmg, I addreﬂ'ed it to your, h:ghneﬂ'es, aud proxmfed a thoufand ducats to any perfon who
hou 2 found it, the promifed reward might pre-
ml on thcm not to nge tbe mformanon to another. I then caufed a
brought to me, and wrapping up the’ parcbment in an oiled cloth, ‘and afterwards in a
<ake of wax, Iput it into the cafk, and having fRopt it well, I caft it into the fea. Al

the men believed that it was fome a& of devotion. Imagining that this might never .
<hance to be taken up, as the fhips approached nearer to Spain, ¥ made another packet

like the firft, and placed it at the top of the poop, fo that if the fhip funk, the cafk re-
aining above water might be committed to the gmdancc of fortune," ‘

F 2 ingly
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ingly beyond the reach of any difafter, another ftorm arofe, little in- -
ferior to the former in violence; and after driving before it during two
days and two nights, he was forced to take fhelter in the river Tagus.

: Upon application to the king of Portugal, ‘on the fourth of March,

one thoufand four hundred and ninety-three, he was allqwéd to come up
to Lifbon; and, notwithftanding the envy which it was natural for the

‘ Portuguefe to feel, when they beheld another nation entering upon that

province of difcovery which they had hitherto deemed peculiarly their
own, and in its firft effay, not. only rivalling but eclipfing their fame,
Columbus was received with all the marks of diftin&tion due to 2 man
who had performed things {o extraordinary and unexpetted. The king
admitted him into his prefence, treated him with the higheft refpec, and
liftened to the account which he gave of his voyage with admiration
mingled with regret. While Columbus, on his part, enjoyed the fatif-
fation of defcribing the importance of his dilcovéries, and of being now
able to prove the folidity of his {chemes to thofe very perfons, who with
an ignorance difgraceful to themfelves, and fatal to their country, had
lately rejected them as the projects of a vxﬁonary or deﬁgmnv adven-
turcr.

Coiumbus was fo 1mpa’1ent to return to Spain, that he remaiaed only
five days in Lifbon. On the fifteenth of March he arrived in the port of,
Palos, feven months and eleven days from the time when he fet out thence
upon his voyage. As foon as his fhip was difcovered approaching the
port, ail the inhabitants of Palos ran eagerly to the fhore, in order to
welcome their relations and fellow-citizens, and to hear tidings of their
voyage. When the profperous iffue of it was known, when they beheld
the firange people, the unknown animals, and fingular produtions

‘brought from the countries which had been difcovered, the effufion of.
- joy was general and unbounded. The bells were rung, the cannon

fired; Columbus was received at landing with royal honours, and all

the pecple, in folemn proceffion, accompanied him and his crew to the .
church, where they retur ned thanks o Heaven, which had fo ‘wonder-
fully conduéted and crowned with fuccefs, a voyage of greater lenvth
and of more importance, than had been attempted in any former age,
On the evening of the fame day, he had the fatisfaion of feeing thc
Pmta which the violence of the tempeﬁ had dnven far to thc north,,
enter the harbour. : :
The firft care of Columbus was to inform the king and queen, wha
were then at Barcelona, of his arrival and fuccefs. Ferdinand and Ifa.
bella, no lefs aﬂ'omfned than dehghted with this unexpe&ed event, de-
fired
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“fired Columbus, in terms the moft refpe@ful and flattering, to repair
immediately to court, that from his own mouth they might receive a
full detail of his extraordinary fervices and difcoveries. During his
journey to Barcelona, the people crowded from the adjacent country,
following him every where with admiration and applaufe.  His entrance
into the city was conduéted, by order of Ferdinand and Ifabella, with Y
pomp fuitable to the grezt event, which added fuch diftinguifhed luftre
to their reign.  The people whom he breught along with him from the
countries which ke had difcovered, marched firft, and by their fingular
complexion, the wild peculiarity of their features, and uncouth finery,
appeared like men of another fpecies. Next to ihem were carried the
ornaments of gold, fafhioned by the rude art cf the natives, the graing
of gold f:und in the mcumams, and duft of me fame m-etal gathered in
the rivers.  After thefe, appcared the various commcdities of the new
difcovered csunt::zs, together with their curicus produtiions. Co-
lumbus himfIf clofed the proceffon, and attra@ed the eyes of all the
{peQators, who gazed with admiration on the extraordinary man, whofe
fuperior fagacity and fortitude had condufled their countrymen, by a
route concealed from paft ages, to the knowledge of a new woerld.  Fer- .
dinand and Ifabella received him clad in their royal robes, and feated ’ .
upon a throne, under 2 magnificent canopy. When ke appreached they
ftood up, and raifing him as he kneeled to kifs their hands, commanded
him to take his feat upon a chair prepared for him, and to give a cir-
cumftantial account of his voyage. He delivered it with a gravity and
compofure no lefs fuitable to the difpofition of the Spanith nation, than .
to the dignity of the audience in which he fpoke, and with that modeft
fmplicity which éhata&e;‘ifes men of fuperior minds; who, futisfied
with having performed great altions, court not vain applaufe by an of-
tentatious difplay of their exploits. When he had finithed his parra-
tion, the king and queen, kaeeling down, offered up folemn thanks to
Almighty God for the difcovery of thofe new' regions, from which
they expeted fo many advantages to flow in upon the- kmmioms fubje&
to their government, Every mark of honour that gratitude or admira-
tion could fuggeft was conferred pon Colm_]mi’e‘*‘ﬁ
- Hlued, conﬁrmmg to him and to his heirs all the pnvﬂeges contamed in
the capitulation concluded at Santa Fé; his family was ennobled; the
king and queen, and, after their example, the courtiers, treated him, on
gvery occaﬁon, with all the ceremonious refpet paid. to perfons of the
highet rank.. But what pleafed him mof, as it gratified his a@ive
~ mind, bent continually upon great objeis, was, an order to equip,

» thhout delay, an armament of fuch fotoe, as mxght enable him not only

»
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to take poflefiion of the countries which he had already diféovered," but !
to go in fearch of thofe more opulent regions, which he ftill confidently -
expeted to find.

" While preparations were making for this expedmon, the fame of Co- .
jumbus’s fuccefsful voyage fpread over Europe, and excited general at-
tention. ‘The multitude, ftruck with amazement when they heard that
a new world had been found, could hardly believe an event fo' much
above their conception. Men of fcience, capable of comprehending
the nature, and of difcerning the effects, of this great difcovery, re-
ceived the account of it with admiration and joy. They fpoke of his
voyage with rapture, and congratulated one another upon their felicity,
in having lived -in the period when, by this extraordinary event, the
boundaries of human knowledge were fo much extended, and fuch a
new field of inquiry and obfervation opened, as would lead mankind to
a perfe@ acquaintance with the ftru&ure .and, produéions of the habi-
table globe. Various opinions and conje‘"tures.were formed concerning
the new-found countries, and what divifion of the earth they belonged
to. Columbus adhered tenacioufly to his. original opinion, that they.
fhould be reckoned a part of thofe vaft regions in Afia, comprehended
gnder the general name of India. This fentiment was confirmed by
the obfervations which he made concerning the produttions of the
“countries he had difcovered. Gold was known to abound in India, and
he had met with fuch promifing famples of it in the iflands which he
vifited, as led him to believe that rich mines of it rmght be found, Cot-
ton, another produ&ion of the Eaft Indies, was commou there. 'The
pimento of the iflands he imagined to be a fpecies of the Eaft-Indian
pepper. He miftook-a root, fomewhat refembling rhubarb, for that -
valuable drug, which was then fuppofed to be a plant peculiar to the
Eaft Indies. The birds brought home by him were adorned with the -
fame rich plumage which diftinguifhes thofe of India. The alligatar of
the one ‘country appeared to be the fame with the crocodile of the other. .
After weighing all thefe circumftances, not only the Spaniards, but the’
other nations of Europe, feem to have adopted the opinion of Columbus.
The countries which he had difcovered were confidered as a part of
India. In confequence of this notion, the name of Indies is given ta~
them by” ‘Terdinand and Ifabella; in a ratification of their former agree-
" ment;, which was granted-to- Columbas upon his return, Even after the
error which gave rife to this opinion was detected, and the true pofition
of the New World was afcertained; the name has remained, and the ap-
pellation of Weft Indzes is given by all the people ¢ of Europs: to the couns

try, and that of Iﬂduzu: to its mhab:tants.
The
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The name by which Columbus diﬁinguiihed the countries which he
had difcovered was fo inviting, the fpecimens of their riches and fer-
tility, which he produced, were fo confiderable, and the reports of his
companions, delivered frequently with the exaggeration natural to
travellers, - fo favourable, as to excite a wonderful fpmt»of enterprife
among the Spaniards. ‘Though little accuftomed to naval expeditions,
~ they were impatient to fet out upon the voyage. Volunteers of every
rank folicited to be employed. Allared by the inviting profpe@ts which

opened to their ambition and avarice, neither the length nor danger of
the navigation intimidated them. Cautious as Ferdinand was, and
averfe to every thing new and adventurous, he feems to have catched the
fame {pirit with his fubjes. Under its influence, preparations for-a
fecond expedition were carried on with a rapidity unufual in Spain, and
to an extent that would be deemed not inconfiderable in the prefent age.
The fleet confifted of feventeen thips, fome of which were of good
burden. It had on board fifteen hundred perfons, among whom' were
many of noble families, who had ferved in honourable ftations. The
greater part of thefe being deftined to remain in the country, were fur-
nithed with every thing requifite for conqueft or fettlement, with all

kinds of European domeftic animals, with fuchfeeds and plants as were
moft likely to'thrive in the climate of the Weft Indies, w1ﬁx utenfils
and inftruments of every fort, and with fuch aruﬁcers as might be moft
ufeful in an infant colony. '

But, formidable and well provided as this ﬂeet was, Ferdmand and
Ifabella did not reft their title to the pofleffion of the newly-difcovered
countries upon its operations alone. The example of the Ponqguefc,
as well as the fuperftition cf the age, made it neceflary to obtam from
the Roman pontiff a grant of thofe territories Whlch they witked ‘to oc-
cupy. . The Pope, as the vicar and repre(entatnc .of Jefus Chn&, was
fuppofed to have a right of dominion over all the kmcdoms ‘of the_earth,
Alexander VI. a pontiff infamous for every crime’ whxch dlfgraues hu-
manity; filled the papal thronz at that time. As he wis bom E Yerdinand’s

fubje, and very folicitous to fecure the protetion of Spam, in o—der to
- facilitate the execution of his ambitious fchemes in fa=vour of ¢ Ius own_

family, he was extremely willing to gratify the Spamfh monarchs. By
an a@ of liberality which coft hid nothing, and that ferved to cﬁabhfh

the jurifdiction and pretenfions of the papal fee, he granted in full right -

“to Ferdinand'and Ifabella all the countries inhsbited by Infidels, which
they had difcovered, or fhould difcover; and, in virtue of that power
which he derived from Jefus Chrift, he conferred on the crown of
Caflile vaft regions, to the' poffeflien of whxch he himfelf was fo far

- from -
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from having any title, that he was unacquainted with their fitustion.
g any q 5

A

_ -and-ignorant even of -their exiflence. As it was neceffary to prevent

this grant from. interfering with that formerly made o the crown of
Portugal, he appeinted that a line; foppofed to be drawn from pole to
‘pole, a hundred Icagues to the weftward of the Azores, fhould ferve as
the limit between them; and, in thie plenitude of . his power, beftowed
all to the caft of this imaginary line upon’ the Portuguefe, and all to
the wett of it upon the Spaniards.  Zeal for propagating the Chriftian
faith was the con.xd\.mt,on employed by Ferdinand in folieiting this
bull, and is mentionad by Alekander as his chief motive for 1£Tu1ng it.
In order to menifeft fome concern for this laudable obje®, feveral friars,
under the 'di'e&ien of Father Boyl, a Catalonian monk of great repu-
tation, as apoftolical vicar, were appointed to accompany Columbus,
and to devoie themfeives te the inftrution of the natives. . The Indians:
whom Columbus had brought along with him, having received, fome
tinture of Chriftian knowledge, were Baptized with much fo,lemnity,.
the king himflf, the prince his {on, and the chief perfons of his court,
ﬂahdiﬁo as their godfathers. Thofe ficft fruits of the New World have
not. been foilowed by fuch an mcreafc as pious men wifhed, and had
reafon to expet.

"Ferdinand and Habella havu ng thus acquired z title, whxcL was then
deemed completely valid, to extend their difcoveries, and to eftablith
their dominion oves fech 2 ‘confiderable portion of the globe, nothing
now retarded the departure of the fleet. Columbus was extremely i im-
patient to revifit the colony which he had left, and to purﬁze that c:u'cer
of glory uporx which ke had entered. He fet fail from the bay of
Cadiz on the twenty-fifth of Septermber, and touchmfr again at the
ifland of Go'mn, ke ficered farther towards the fouth than in his.
former voyage. By holding this courfe, he enjoyed more fteadily. the
benefit of the rcg sular winds, which reign within the tropics, and was
carried towards a large clafter of iflands, - fituated confiderably to.the
ealt of thofe which he-kad already difcovercd. On the twenty-fixth

. day, Nov. 2, after his departare from Gomera, he made land., It was

one of the Cariboee or Leeward iilands, to which he gave the name of
Defeada, on account of the impatience of his crew to difcover fome
part of .the New World. ~ After this he vifited fucceflively Domxmca,
Marigalante, Antigua, San Juan de Puerto Rico, and feveral other
iflands, fcattered in his way as he advanced towards the no_rth-we{’c,
All thefe he found to be inhabited by that fierce race of people whom

- Guacanahari kad’ painted in fuch frightful colours. His defcriptions

2ppeared ‘ot to have been exaggexatcd. The Spaniards never at-

3 ' . tempted
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‘tempted to land without meetxng with fuch a reception, as dlfcoveted
the martial and daring fpirit of the natives; and in their habxtanns
were found

Hodies of their enemies taken in war.
But as Columbus was eager to know the ftate of the colony which he

had planted, and to fupply it with the neceflaries of which he fuppofed
it to be 1 in want, he miade no Rtay in any of thofe iflands, and proceeded

dire@ly to Hifpaniola. When he arrived off Navidad, the ftation in :

which he had left the thirty-eight men under the command of Arada,
he was aftonifhed that none of ‘them appeared; and expeéted every mo-
ment to fee them running with tranfpdhts of joy to welcome their
_ countrymen. Full of folicitude abour their fafety, and foreboding in
his mind what had befallen them, he rowed inftantly to land. All the
natives from whom he might have received information had fled. But
the fort wlnch he had built was entirely demolifhed, and "the tattered

garments, the broken arms and utenfils fcattered about it, left no room -

to ‘doubt concerning the unhappy fate of the garrifon. - While the -

Spaniards were fhedding tears over thofe fad memorials of their fellow- -

" citizens, a brother of the cazique Guacanahari arrived. From him
Columbus Teceived a particular detail of what had happened after his
departure from the ifland. - The familiar intercourfe of the Indians with
the Spaniards tended gradually to diminifh the fuperftitious veneration
with which their firft appearance had infpired that fimple people. By

their own indifcretion and ill condu®, the Spaniards fpeedily effaced

thofe favourable impreflions, and fobn convinced the natives, that they
kad all the wants, and weakneffes, and paffions of men. As foon as the
powerful reftraint which the prefence and authorxty of Columbus im«
pofed was withdrawn, the garrifon-threw-off all regard for the officer
whom he had invefted with command. Regardlefs of the prudent in-
fru@tions which he had given them, every man became independent;
and gratified his defires without controul. The gold, the women, the
provifions-of the natives, were all the prey of thofe licentious oppreffors.

They roamed in fmall pames over the ifland, extending their rapacity

‘and infolence to every comer of it. Gentle and timid-as the people
were, thofe unprovoked injuries at length exhaufted their patience, and
" rouzed their courage. ‘The cazique of Cibao, whofe country the
Spaniards chiefly infefted on accoant of the gold which it contained,

furprifed and cut off feveral ¢f them, while they ftraggled in as perfeét/

“fecurity as if their condu@ had been altogether inoffenfive. He then-
affembled his fubjets, and furrounding the fort; fet it on fire. Some of
the Spaniirds were killed fmdefending it, the reft perifhed in attempting

- - - e . , -

relics of thofe horrid feafts which they had made upon tha
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to make their efcape by cfoffing an arm of the fea. Guacanahari,
whom all theif exa@tions had not alienated from the Spaniards, took ~
arms in their behalf, and, in endeavouring to prote& them, had received
a wound, by which he was fill confined.
Though this account was far from removing the fuﬁjiéions which the
* Spaniards entertained with refpec to the fidelity of Guacanahari, Co-
Tumbus perceived fo clearly that this was not a proper junéture for in-
quiring into his condu& with fcrupuleus accuracy, that he rejected the
~ advice of feveral of his officers, who urged him to feize the perfon of
that prince, and to revenge @e “death of their countrymer by attack-
ing his fubje@ls. He reprefented to them the neceflity of fecuring the
friendfhip of fome potentate of the country, in order to facilitate the
fettlement which they intended, and the danger of drivihg the natives
to unite in fome defperate attempt againt them, by fuch an ill-
timed and unavailing exercife of rigour. Inftead of wafting his time
in punifhing paft wrongs, he tcok precaution for preventing any future
injury.” With this view, he ‘made choice of a fituation more héalthy
‘and commodious than ¢hat of Navidad. He traced out the plan of a
town in a large plain near a fpacious bay, and obliging every perfon to
put his band to a work on which their common fafety depended, the
houfes and ramparts were foon fo far advanced by their united labour, 2s
to afford them fhelter and fecurity. 'This rifing city, the firft that the
Europes.as founded in the New World, he named Ifabella in konour of
his patronefs the queen of Catlile.
In carrying on this neceflary work, Columbus had not only to fuftain
_ all the hardfhips, and to encounter all the difficulties, to which infans
colonies are expofed when they fettle in an uncultivated country, but he
had to contend with what was more infupcrable, the lazinefs, the im-
~ patience, and mutinous difpofition of his followers. By the enervating
influence of a bot climate, the natural inattivity of the Spaniards feemed, -
to increafe. Many of them were gentlemen, unaccuftomed to the
fatigue of bodily labour, and all had engaged in the entezprife with the
fanguine hopes excited by the fplendid and exaggerated defcriptians of
their countrymen who returaed from the firft voyage, or by the mif-
taken opinion of Celumbas, that the country which he had difcovered
was cither the Cipango of Marco Polo, or the Ophir, from which
Solomon imported thofe precious commodities which fuddenly diffufed
fuch extraordinary riches through his kingdom. But when, inftead of
that golden harveft which they had expeted to reap without toil or
pains, the Spaniards faw their profpect of wealth was remote as well as -
uncertain, and that it could not be attained but by the ficw and per-
. ' . 'fcqe;mg
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fevering efforts of induftry, the dxfappomtment of thofe chimerical
hopes occafioned fuch dejefhon of mind as bordered on defpair, and

led to general difcontent. Ig vain did Columbus endeavour to revive

their fpirits by pointing out the fertility of the foil, and exhibiting the
fpecimens of gold daily brought in from different parts of the ifland.
They had not patience to wait for the gradual returns which the former
might yield, and the latterahey defpifed as {canty and inconfiderable.
The fpirit of difaffection {pread, and a confpiracy was formed, which
might have been fatal to Columbus and the colony. - Happily he dif-
covered it, and feizing the ring-leaders, punithed fome of them, fent
others prifoners into Spazin whither he dx(patched twelve of the fhips
which had ferved as tranfports, with an earneft requeft for a reinforce-
ment of men and a large fupply of provifions. A
Meanwhile, in order to banifh that idlenefs which, by allowing his
people leifure to brood over their difappointment, nourifhed the fpirit
of difcontent, Columbus planned feveral expeditions into the interior
part of the country, He fent a detachment, under the command of
Alonfo de Ojeda, a vxmla it and enterprifing officer, to vifit the diftriét
of Cibao, which was faid to yield the greateft quantity of gold, and fol-
lowed him in perfon with the main body of his troops. In this expedi-
tion, March 12, 1494, he difplayed all the pomp of military magnifi-
cence that he could ¢xhibit, in order to firike- the imagination of the
natives. He marched with colours flying, with martial mafic, and
with a {fmall body of cavalry that paraded fometimes in the front and
fometimes in therear.  As thofe were the firlt horfes which appeared in
the New World, they were objets of terror no lefs than of admiration -
to the Indians, who having no tame animals themfelves, were unac-
quiinted with that vaft écceﬂion of pdwer, which man hath acquired by
fubjeéting them to lus demmxon They fuppofed them to be rational

_ creatures. 'They 1maomed that the horfe and the rider formed one

animal, with whofe fpeed they were aftonifhed, and whofe impetuofity

and ftrength they confidered as irrefiftible. But while Columbus en-

deavoured to infpire the natives wnh a drend of his power,. he did not
negie& the arts of gaining their love and conﬁdcnce He adhered fcru-
puloufly to the principles of integrity and juftice in 3ll his tranfaitions
with them, and treated them, on every occafion, not only with hamani-
ty, but with indulgence. The diftri¢t of Cibao anfwered the defcrip-
tion given of it by the natives. It was mountainous and uncultivated,
but in every river, and brook, gold was gathered either in duft or in
grains, fome of which were of confiderable fize. The Indians had

 pever opcncd any mmes in fearch of gold, To penetrats into the

G2 _ bowels
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bowels of the earth, and to refine the rude ore, were operations - toe
complicated and laborious for their talents and irduftry, and they had
no fuch high value for gold as to] put their mcremnty and invention upon
the ftretch in order to obtain it, The fiall quantity of that precious
metal which they pofieffled, was either picked up in the beds of the

sivers, or wathed from the mountains by the heavy rains that fall within

~ the tropics. But, from thofe indications, the Spaniards could no longer
doubt that the country contained rich treafures in its bowels, of which
- they hop’ed’foon tabe mafters. " In order to fecure the command of this
valuable province, Columbus ereted a fmall fort, to which he gave the

name of St. Thomas, by way of ridicule upon fome of his incredulons

followers, who would not believe that the country produced goid, until
they faw it with their own eyes, and touched it with their hands.
~ The account of thofe promifing appearances of wealth in the country
of Cibao came very feafonably to comfort the defponding colony, which
" was effeCed with diftrefles of various kmds The ftock of  provifions
‘which had been brought from Europe was moftly confumed ; what re-
mained was fo much corrupted by the heat and moifture of the climate,
as to be almoft unfit for ufe; the natives cultivated fo fmall a portion of

ground, and with fo little fkill, that it hardly yielded what was fuf- .

ficient for their own fubfiftence ; the Spaniards at Ifabella had hitherto

neither time nor leifure to clear the foil, {o as to reap any confiderable

fruits of theirown induftry. On all thefe accounts, they became afraid
of perifhing with hunger, and were reduced already to a fcanty allow-
ance. At the fame tiiae, the difeafes predominant in the torrid zone,
and which rage chiefly in thofe uncultivated countries, where the hand of
induftry has not opened the"wooc_is, drained the marches, and confined
the rivers within a/ certain channel, began to {pread amang them.
Alarmed at the violence and unufual fymptoms of thofe maladies, they
exclaimed againft Columbus. and his companions in the former voyage,
who, by their fplcndld but deceitful defcr'ptxons of Hifpaniola, had
allured them to quit Spain for a barbarous uncultivated land,. where
they muft either be cut off by famine, or die of unknown diftempers,
Several of the officers and perfons of note, mﬁead of checking, Jomed in
thofe feditious complaints, Father Boyl, the apoftolical vicar; was one
of the moft turbulent and outrageous. It required all the authority and
addrefs of Columbus to re-eftablith fubordination and tranqmlhty in the
colony. Threats and promifes were alternately employed for this pur-
pofe; but nothing contributed more to foothe the malcontents than the
profpc& of ﬁndmg, in the mipes of Clbae, fuch a rich ftore of treafure
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as would be 2 recompencc’( for all their fuﬁ'e;ings’, and efface the memory
of former difappointments.

When, by his unwearied endeavours, concord and order were fo far
reftored, that he could venture to leave the ifland, Columbus refolved to
purfue his difcoveries, that he might be able to afcertain whether thofe
new countries with which he had opensd a communication were con-
nelted with any reger of the earth already known, or whether they
were to be confidered as a feparate portion of the globe hitherto unvi-
fited. He appointed is brother Don Diego, with the affiftance of a
council of officers, tof govern the ifland in his abfence ; and gave the
command of a body of foldiers to Don Pedro Margarita, with which he
was to vifit the diffefent parts of the ifland, and endeavour to eftablifh

" the authority of Spaniards among the inhabitants. Having left
them very particular inftru&ions with refpe®t to their condu&, he
weighed anchor m the twenty-fourth of April, with one fhip and two
fmall barks undez/ his command. < During a tedious voyage of full five
months, he had  trial of almoft all the numerous hardfhips to which
perfons of his profeffion are expofed, without making any difcovery of
im'portan(_:e, e// cept the ifland of Jamaica. As he ranged along the
fouthern coaft of Cuba, he was entangled in a labyrinth formed by an
incredible number of {mall iflands, to which he gave the name of the
Queen’s Garden In this unknown courfe, among rocks and fhelvcs, he
was retarded by contrary winds, affaulted with furious ftorms, and
adlarmed with the terrible thunder and lightning which is often almoft
inceffant between the tropics. At length his p'roviﬁons‘ fell fhort; his
crew, exhaufted with fatigue, as well as hunger, murmured and threat-
ened, and were ready to proceed to the moft defperate extremities againft

him. Befet with danger in fuch various forms, he was obliged to keep -
continual watch, to obferve every occurrence with his own eyes, to iffue
every order, and to fupenntend the execution of it. On no occafion,
was the extent of his &kill and experience as a navigator fo much tried.
* To thefe the fguadron owed its fafety. But this unremitted fatigue of
body, and intenfe application of mind, overpowenng his conftitution,
_ though naturally vigorous and robuft, brought on'a feverifh diforder,
" which terminated in a lethargy, that deprived him of fenfe and memery
.#nd had almoft proved fatal to his life, :

But, on his return Sept. 27, to Hifpaniola, the fudden emotion
of joy which he felt upon meeting with his brother Bartholomew at
Ifabella, occafioned fuch 2 flow of fpirits as contributed greatly to his
.yecovery. It was now thirteen years fince the two brothers, whom
‘ﬁmdanty of talents united in clofe friendfhip, had feparated from each

other,
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other, and during that long period there had been no intercourfe be.
tween them. Bartholomew, after finifhing his negociation in the court
of England, ‘had fet out for Spain by the way of France. At Paris he
received an account of the extracrdinary difcoveries which his brother
had made in his firft voyage, and that he was then preparing to em-
back on a fecond expedition. Though this naturally induced him to
purfue his joorney with the utmoft difpatch, the admiral had failed for
Hifpaniola before he redched Spain. Ferdinand and Ifabella received
him with the refpect due to the neareft kinfman of a perfon whofe merit
and fervices rendered him fo confpicuous; and as they knew what con-
folation his prefence would afford to his brother, they perfuaded him to
take the command of three fhips, which they had appointed 0 carry
provifions to the colony of Habella. :
He could not have arrived at any jun@ure when Columbus ftood mores
in need of a friend capable of affiting him with his counfels, or of di-
viding with kim the cares and burden of government. For although
the provifions now brought from Europe, afforded a temporary relief to
-the Spaniards from the calamities of famire, the fupply was not in fuch
quantity as to {epport them long, and the ifland did not hitherto yicld
what was fufficient for their {uftenance. They were threatened with
another danger, fill more formidable than the 1eturn of fcarcity, and
which demanded more immediate attention. No fooner did Columbus
Jeave the ifland on his vovage of difcovery, than the foldiers under
- Margarita, as if they had been fet free from difcipline.and fubordina-
tion, fcorned all reftraint. Inftead of conforming to the prudent inftruc-
tions of Columbus, they difperfed in ftraggling parties over the ifland,
. lived at difcretion upon the natives, wafted their provifiens, feized their
womien, and treated that inoffenfive race with all the infolence of mili-

tary opprefion.
As long as the Indians had any profpet that their fufferings might
come to a period by the voluntary departure of - the invaders, they fub.
mitted in filence, and diffembled their forrow ; but they now perceived
that the yoke would be as permargent as it was intolerable, The Spa-
niards had built a town, and furrounded it with ramparts. They had
ere@ed forts in different places.” They had enclofed and fown feveral
fields. It was apparent that they came ‘not to vifit thc country, but to
fettle in it. Though the number of thofe ftrangers was 1nconﬁ<£crab1e,
the flate of cultivation among this rude people was fo imperfect, “and in
fuch exat proportion to their own confumptton, that it was with difi- -
culty they could afford fubfiftence to their new gueﬁs. ,Tﬁen' own mode
of life was fo indolent and inaétive, the warmth of the climate fo ener-

w.nng, the conftitution of their bodies naturally fo fecble, -and fo una¢- . [
3 ‘ e, cuﬁomed i
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euftoméd to the laborious exertions of induftry, that they were fatisfied
with a proportion of food amazingly fmall. A handful of maize, ora
lirtle of the infipid bread made of a caffada-root, was fufficient to fupport
men, whofe ftrength and fpirits were not exhaufted by any vigorous
efforts either of body or ming. The Spaniards, though the moft ab-
ftemious of all the European nations, appeared to them exceflively vo-
racious. One Spaniard- confumed as much as feveral -Indians. This
kcennefs of appetite furprized them fo much, and feemed to them to be

3 infatiable, that they fuppofed the Spaniards had left their own conn-
tsry ‘becaufe it did not produce as much as was requifite to gratify
ghexr immoderate defire of food, and had come among them in queft of

‘ture of guefts who wafted fo faft their flender ftock of provifions. The
‘mjunes which they fuffered, added to their impatience for this event.
They had long expected that the Spamards would retire of their own
: “aCcord. They now perceived that, in order to avert the defiruion
‘41vnh which they were threatened, either by the flow confumption of
"ﬁmme, or by the violence of their oppreffors, it was neceffary to
] ’aﬂ'ume courage, to attack thofe formidable invaders with united force,
and drive them from the fettlements of which they had violently taken

Such were the fentiments whxch univerfally prevailed among the In--
ians, when Columbus returned to Ifabella. Inflamed by the unpro-
oked outrages of the Spaniards, with a degree of rage of which their
gentle natures, formed to fuffer and fubmit, feemed highly fufceptible,
: they waited only for a fignal from their leaders to fall upon the colony.
: Some of the caziques had already furptifed and cut off feveral ftrag-
glers. "The dread of this impending danger united the Spaniards, and
b re-cftablifhed the authority of Columbus, as they faw no profpect of
 fafety but in comzmttmg themfelves to his prudent guidance.. It was
now neceffary so have recourfe to arms, the cmploying of which againft
& the Indians, Columbus had hitherto avoided with the greateft folicitude,

Unequal as the co.nﬂxc’t may feem, between the naked inhabitants of the
New World, armed with clubs, fticks hardened in the fire, wooden
{words, and arrows pointed with bones or flints ; and troops accuftomed
to the difcipline, and provided with the inftruments of deftru@ion .
known in the European art of war, the fituation of the Spaniards was
far from being exempt from danger. The vaft fuperiority of the
fnatives in- number, compenfated many defe@s. An handfal of men”
was about to encoanter a whole nation. One adverfe event, or_even
eny adverfe delay | ia détermining the fate of the war, might prove.

: faral

‘nounfhment. Self-prefervation prompted them to wifh for the depar- . '
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" had not yet taught them the art either of curing thefe, or the precau-

" -with which the Indians were filled by the noife and havoc made by the
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fatal to the Spaniards: Confcious that fuccefs depended on the vigous
and rapidity of his operations, Columbus inftantly affembled his forces.
They were reduced to a very {fmall number. Difeafes, engendered by
the watmth and humidity of the country, or occafioned by their own
licentioufnefs, had raged among them witb much violence; experience

tions requifite for gnarding them ; two-thirds of the. original adventu-
rers were dead, and many of thofe who furvived were incapable of
fervice. 'The body which took the ficld on'March 24, 1495, confifted
only of two hundred foot, twenty horfe, and twenty large dogs; and
how ftrange foever it may feem, to mention the laft as compofing part
of a military force, they were not perhaps the leaft formidable and de-,
firuttive of the whole, when employed againft naked and timid Indians.
All the caziques of the ifland, Guacanahari excepted, who retained an
inviolable attachment to the Spaniards, were in arms to oppofe Co-
Iumbus, with forces amounting, if we may believe the Spanifh hifto-
rians, to a hundred thoufand men. Inftead of attempting to draw the
Spaniards into the faftneffes of the woods and mountains, they were o
imprudent as to take their flation in the Vega Real, the moft open plain
in the country. Columbus did not allow them time to perceive their
error, or to alter their pofition. He attacked them during the night,
when undifciplined troops are leaft capable of aling with union and
concert, and obtained an eafy and bloodlefs viftory. The confternation - .

fire-arms, by the impetuous force of the cavalry, and the firft onfet of I

the dogs, was fo great, that they threw down their weapons, and fled
without attempting refiftance. Many were flain; more were taken tc
prifoners; and reduced ‘to fervitude ; and {o thoroughly were the reft ir
intimidated, that from that moment they abandoned themfelves to le
defpair, relinquithing all thoughts of contendmg with aggreﬂ'ors whom . ar
they deemed invincible. P
Columbus employed feveral months in marching through tke 1ﬁand, ok
and in fubjecting it to.the Spanifh government, without meeting with th
any oppofiticn. He impofed a tribute upon all the inhabitants above the of
age of fourtcen. Each perfon who lived in thefe diftrits where gold wh
was found, was obliged to pay quarterly as much gold duft as filled 2 Sp
hawk’s bell; from thofe in othgr parts of the country, twenty-five W
pounds of cotton were demanded. This was the firft regular taxation of  fov
the Indians, and ferved as a precedent for exaétions ftill more intolerable. wh
Such an impofition was extremely contrary to thofe maxims which Co- me
lombus kad hitherto inculcated wzlth refpe& to tie mode of treating it
o them. 3§ Tt
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them. But iritrigues were carr}*ing on in the ‘court of Spain at this -
junéture, in order to undermine his power and difcredit his operations, -
which conftrained him to depart from his'own {yftem of adminiftration.
chcral unfavourable accounts of his condu&, as well as of the coun~
© tries difcovered by him, had been tranfmitted to Spain. Margaritta
and Father Boyl were now at court; and in order to juftify their own
condu@, or to gratify their refentment, watched with malevolent attene
tion for every opportunity of {preading infinuations to his detrimenta
Many of the courtiers viewed his growing reputation and power with
envious eyes. Fonfeca, archdeacon of Seville, who was intrufted witl
the chief direGiondf Indian affairs, had conceived fuch an unfavourable
opinion of Columbus, for fome reafon which the contemporary writerg
have not mentioned, that he litened with partality to every inve@ive:
againft him. It was not eafy for an unfriended ftranger, unpratifed in
courtly arts, to countera& the machinations of fo many enemies. Co<
lumbus faw that there was but one method of fupporting his own credit,
and of filencing all his adverfaries. He muft produce fuch a quantity of
gold as would not only juftify what he had reported with refpe to the
richnefs of the country, but encourage Ferdinand and Ifabella to perfe«
vere in profecuting his plans. The neceflity of obtaining it, forced him
not only to impofe this heavy tax upon the Indians, but to exadt pay=-
ment of it with extreme rigour; and may be pleaded in excufe for his
deviating on this occafion from the mildnefs and humanity with whxch.
ke uniformly treated that unhappy people.

The labour, attcnnon, and forefight which the Indians were obhgcd
to employ in procuring the tribute demanded of them, appeared the moft
intolerable of all evils, to men accuftomed to pafs their days in a care<
lefs, improvident indolence. They were incapable of fuch a regular
and perfevering exertion of indeftry, and felt it fuch a_grievous re<
ftraint upon their vlibert_v, that they had recourfe to an expedient for
obtaining deliverance from this yoke, which demonftrates the excefs of
their impatience and defpair. They formed a fcheme of ftarving thofe’
oppreflors whom they durft not attempt to expel; and from the opinion
which ‘they entertained with refpect to the voracious appetite of the
Spaniards, they concluded the execution of it to be very pratticable,
With this. view they fufpended all the operations of agriculture; they
- fowed no maize, they pulled up the roots of the manioc or caflada
which were planted, and retiring to the moft inacceffible parts of the
mountains, left the uncultivated plains to their enemies. This - defpe-
rate refolution produced in fome degree the effe@s which they expeéted.

The Spaniards were reduced to extreme want; but they received fuch
' " H feafonable
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feafonable fupplies of provifions from Europe, and found fo many re-
fources in their own ingenuity and induftry, that they fuffered no great
lofs of men. The wretched Indians were the viétims of their own ill-
concerted policy. A great multitude of people, fhut up. in the moun-
tainous part of the country, without any food but the fpontaneous pro-
dugions of the earth, foon felt the utmoft diftrefles of famine. This
' brought on contagious difeafes; and, in the courfe of a few months,
more than a third part of the inhabitants of the ifland peri{'ned, after
experiencing mifery in all its various forms. —

But while Columbus was eftablifhing the foundations of the Spanifh
grandeur in the New World, his enemies %al)ox:;cd with unwearied af-
fiduity to deprive him of the glory and rewards, which by his fervices
and fufferings he was intitled to enjoy. The hardfhips unavoidable in a
new fettlement, the calamities occafioned by an unhealthy climate, the
difafters attending a voyage in unknown feas, were all rcprsfented»as:the
effets of his refilefs and inconfiderate ambition. His prudent attention
to preferve difcipline and fubordination was denominated excefs of ri-

#gour; the punifhments which he inflicted upon the mutinous and. dif-
orderly were imputed to cruelty. Thefe accufations gained fuch credit
in a jealous court, that a commifiioncr was appointed to repair to Hif-
paniola, and to infpect into the conduét -of Columbus. By the recom-
mendation of his enemies, Aguixdo, a groom of the bed-chamber, was
the perfon to whom this important traft was committed. But in this
choice they feem to have been more influenced by the obfequioas at-
achment of the man to their imtereft, thaa by his capacity for the fta-
tion. Puffed up with fuch fudden elevation, Aguado difplayed, in the
exercife of this office, all the frivclous felf-importance, and gc’tf:d with
all the difgofting infolence, which are -natural to litdle minds, when

 raifed to unexpeted dignity, or employed in funtions to which they ~
are not equal. By liftening with cagernefs to every. accufation againft
Columbus, and encouraging not only the malcontent Spaniards, but
even the Indians, to produce their grievances, real or imaginary, ke fo-
mented the fpirit of diffention in the ifland, without eftablithing any
regulation of public utility, or that tended to redrefs the many wrongs,
with the odium of which he withed to load the admiral’s adminiftration.
As Columbus felt fenfibly how. humiliating his fituation muft be, if he
fhould remain in that country while fuch a partial infpettor obé'rved his
motions, and controuled his jurifdiction, he took the xefolutioh of re.
turning to Spain, in order to lay a full account of all his tranfactions,
particularly with refpect to the points in difpute between him and his
adverfaries, before Ferdinand and Ifabelta, from whofe juftice and dif-
. ) ' ~ cernment
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fcernment he expected an equal and a favourable decifion. He com-
mitted the adminiftration of affairs, during his abfence, in one thoufand
four hundred and ninety-fix, to Don Bartholomew his brother, with
the title of Adelantado, or Lieutenant Governor. By a choice lefs for-
tunate, and which proved the fource of many calamities to the colony,
he appointed Francis Roldan chief juftice, with very extenfive powers.
In returning to Europe, Columbus held a courfe different from that

* which he had taken in his former voyage. He fteered almoft due eaft
from Hifpaniola, ‘in the parallel of twenty-twadegrees of latitude; as
experience had not yet difcovered the more certain and expeditious me-
thod of firetching to the north, in order to fall in with the fouth-weft
winds. By this ill-advifed choice, which, in the infancy of navigation
between the New and Oid Worlds, can hardly be imputed to the ad-
miral as a defe@ in naval {Lilf he was expofed to infinite fatigue and
danger, in a perpetual firuggle with the trade-winds, which blow with-

- out variation from the eaft between the tropics. Notwithftanding the
almoft infuperable difficulties of fuch a navigation, he perfifted in his
courfe with his ufual patience and firmnefs, but made fo little way, that
he was three months without feeing land. At length his provifions be-
gan to fail, the crew was reduced to the fcanty allowance of fix ounces .
of bread a-day for each perfon. The admisal fared no better than the
meaneft failor.  But, even in this extreme diftrefs, he retained the hu- -
manity which diftinguifhes his charaer, and refufed to comply with
the earneft folicitations of his crew, fome of ‘whom propofed to feed

upon the Indian prifoners whom they were carrying over, and others -
infified to throw them over-board, in order to leffen the confumption of
their fmall fock. He reprefented that they were human beings, re-
duced by a common calamity to the fame condition with themfelves,
‘and intitled to fhare an equal fate. His autfxori‘y and remonftrances
diffipated thofe wild ideas fuggefted by defpair. Nor had they time to
recur, as they came foon within fight of the coal’t of Spam, when all

‘their fears and fufferings ended.

Columbus appeared at court with the mode®t but determined confi-

dence of a man confcious not only of integrity, but of having performed

great fervices. Ferdinand and Ifabella, afhamed of their own facility
in lending too favourable an ear to frivolous or ill-founded accufations,
received him with fuch diftinguithed marks of refpe, as covered his
enemies with thame. 'Their cenfures and calumnies were no more heard
of atthat junfture. The gold, the pearls, the cotton, and other com-

modities of value which Columbus produced, feemed fully to rcfute .

what the mal-contents had propagated with refpe to the poverty of the

H: ~ country,
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“ing the patronefs of all Columbus’s enterprifes, but even upon Ferdi-

arifing from various caufes. Now a plan was to be formed of 2 regular

‘and profeflions; and the proportion of each was eftablifhed, according

“women was to be chofen to accompany thefe new fettlers, - As it was

country. By reducing the Indians to obedience, and 1mpoﬁng a regu-
Iar tax upon them, he had fecured to Spain a large acceflion of new {ub-’
Jo€ts, and the eftablithment of a revenue that promifed to be confidera-
ble. By the mines which he had found out and examined, a fource of
wealth ftill more copious was opened. Great and unexpe@ed as thofe
advantages were, Columbus reprefented them only as preludes to-future
acquxﬁtlons, and as the earneft of more important difcoveries, which
he ill meditated, and to which thofe he had already made would con-
dué hifn with eafe and certainty.

“The attentive confideration of all thefe circumftances made fuch im-
preflion, not only upon Ifabella, who was flattered with the idea of be-

nand, who having originally expreffed his difapprobation of his fchemes,
was fHill apt to doubt of their fuccefs, that they refclved to fupply the
colony in Hifpaniola with every thing which could render it a perma-
nent eftablithment, and to furnith Columbus with fuch a flect, that he
mght proceed to fearch for thofe new countrics, of whofe exiftence he
feemed to be confident. The meafures moft proper for accomplifhing
both thefe defigns were concerted with Columbus. Difcovery had been
the fole object of the firft voyage to the New World; and though, in
the fecond, fettlement had been propofed, the precautions taken for
that purpofe had either been infufficient, or were rendered ineffe@ual by
the mutinous fpirit of the Spaniards, and the unforefeen calamities

colony, that might ferve as a model to all future eflablifhments. Every
particular was confidered with attention, and the whole arranged with a
{crupulous accuracy. The precife number of adventurers who fhould
be permitted to embark was fixed. 'They were to be of ‘different ranks

to their ufefulnefs and the wants of the colony. A fuitable number of

the firft objeét to raife provifions in a country where fcarcity of food
had been the occafion of fo much diftrefs, a confiderable body of huf-
bandmen was to be carried over. As the Spaniards had then no con-
eeption of deriving any benefit from thofe produtions of the New World
which have fince yielded fuch large returns of wealth to Europe, but.
had formed magmﬁcent ideas, and entertained fanguine hopes with re-
Ipett to the riches contained in the mines which had been difcovered, a
band of workmen, fkilled in the various arts employed in digging ard
refining the precious metals, was provided. All thefe emigrants were
%0 receive pay and fubfiftence for fome years, at the public expence.

~ ' "Thus
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Thus far the regulations were prudent, and well adapted to the end in
view. But as it was forefeen that few .would engage voluntarily to -
fettle in a country; whofe noxious climate had been fatal to fo many of _
their countrymen, Columbus propofed to tranfport to Hifpaniola fuch’
malefaGors as had been convicted of crimes, which, though capital,
were of alefs atrocious nature ; and that for the future a certain pro-
-portion of the offenders ufuaily fent to the gallies, ‘hould be condemned
to labour in the mines which were to be opened. This advice, given
without due refleGion, was as inconfiderately adopted. The prifons
of Spain were drained; in order to colle¢t members for the intended co-’
‘lony; and the judges empowered to try criminals, g @gﬁed to
recriit it by their future fentences. It is not, howevet, with fuch
materials, that the foundations of a fociety, deftined to be permanent,
fhould be laid. Induftry, fobriety, patience, and mutual confidenes
are indifpenfably requifite in an infant {etilement, where purity of
morals muft contribute more towards eftablithing order, than the opera-
tion ‘or authority of laws. -But when fuch a mixture of what is corrupt
is admitted into the original conftitution of the political body, the
vices of thofe unfound and incurable members will probably infe& the
whole, and muft certainly be productive. of violent and unhappy effeis.
This the Spaniards fatally experienced ; and the othér European nations
having fucceffively imitazed the praétice of Spain in this particplar,
pernicious confequences have followed in their fetdements, which can
be imputed to no other caufe. — / ‘ -
Though Columbus obtained, with great faéxlirg and difpatch, the
royal approbation of every meafure and regulation that he propofed, - his
endeavours to carry them into execution were fo long rctarded, as muft
have tired out the patience of any man, lefs accuftomed to encounter
and to furmount difficulties. Thofe delays were occafioned partly by
that tedious formality and {pirit of procraftination, with which the Spa~
. niards condué bufinefs; and partly by the exhaufted flate of the treafury,
which was drained by the expence of celebrating the marriage of Ferdi-
nand -and Ifabella’s only fon' with Margaret of Auftria, and that of -
]oaﬁna, their fecond"daughfer, with Philip archduke of Auftria; but
muft be chicly imputéd to the malicious arts of Columbus’s enemies,
Aftonifhed at the fecept'iori which he met with upon his return, and
overawed by “his prefence, they gave way, for fome time, to a tide of
 favour too-ftrong for them to oppofe. ‘Their enmity, however, was
too inveterate to remain long inaltive. They refumed their operations,
~ and by the affiftance of Fonfeca, the minitter for Indian affairs, who was
sow promoted to the bifhopric of Bajados, they threw in o many ob-
ftacles
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ftacles to p:dtra& the preparations for Columbus’s expedition, that a year
elapfed before he could procure two fhips to carry overa part of the
" fupplies deftined for the colony; and almoft two years were {pent before
the fmall fquadron was equipped of which he himfelf was to take the
command.
" “This fquadron confificd of fix {hips only, of no great burden, and but
indifferently proyided for a long or dangerous navigation. 'This voyage
which he now meditated wzs in a courfe.different from any he had un-
dertaken. As he was fully perfuaded that the fertile regions of India
lay to the fouth-weft of thofe countries which he, had difcovered, he
‘propofed, as the moft certain method of finding out.thefe, to ftand di-
rectly fouth from the Ganary or Cape de Verd ﬂlands, until he came
-aunder the equino&ial line, and then to firetch to the welt before
favourable wind for fuch a courfe, which blows iav ariably between the
 tropics. 'With this idea he fet fail, on May the thirtieth, Jone thoufand
four hundred .and mnety-ewht, and touched firft at the Canary, and
then at the Cape de Verd iflands, on July the fourth. From the for-. -
mer he difpatched three of ‘Lis thips with a fupply of provifions for the
colony in Hifpaniola: with the other three, he continued his voyage
towards the fouth. No remarkable eccurrence happened till July the
nincteenth, when they arrived within five degrees of the line. There .
they were becalmed, and at the fame time the heat became fo exceflive,
that many of their wine catks burft, the hquor in others foured, "and
their provifions corrupted. The Spaniards, who had never ventured fo
far to the fouth, were afraid that the thips would take fire, and began
to apprehend the reality of what the ancients had taught concerning
the deftruitive qualities of that torrid region of the globe. They were
relieved, in fome meafure, from their fears by a feafonable fall of rain.
This, however, though fo heavy and/unintermitting that the men‘could
hardiy keep the deck, did not greatly mitigate the intenfenefs of the
“heat.- The- admxral who with his ufual vigilance had in perfA‘n di-
-re€ted every operation, from the beginning of the voyage, was fo much
exhaufted by fatigue and want of fleep, that it brought on a v1olent fit
of the gout, accompamed with a fever. All thefe circumftances con-
firained him to yield to.the importunities of his crew, and to alter\hxs ‘
courfe to the north-weft, in order to reach fome of the Caribbee iflands,
where he might refit, and be fupplied with provifions.

On the firft of Auguft, the man fationed in the round top furprifed
them with the joyful cry of lend.. They ftood towards it, and difco-
vered a confiderable ifland, which the admiral called Trinidad, a name
it ftill retains, It lies on the coaft of Guiana, near the mouth of the &

: Orinoco. §

- . .
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Orinoco. This, though a river only of the third or fourth magnitude
in the New World, faq furpaffes any of the ftreams in our ‘hemifphere,
It rolls towards the ccean fuch a vaft body of Wgter, and ruthes into it
with fuch impetaous force, that when it meets the tide, which on that
coaft rifes to an uncommon hei ght, their collifion occafions a fwell and
agitation of the waves no lefs furprifing than formidable, In this 'cgn- '
f1ict, the irrefiible torrent of the river fo far prevails, that it frethens
the ocean many lezgues with its flood. Columbus, before he could
perceive the danger, was eatangled among thofe adverfe currents and
tempeituous waves, and it was with the vtmoft diffculty that he cfcapgd
through a narrow frait, w ;ich appeared fo tremendous, that he called
it La Boca del Dragn. As{oon as the confternation which this occae
fioned, permitted him to refic@ upon the nature of an appearance {o ex«
traordinary, he difcerned in it 2 fource of comfort and hope. He Juftly
concluded, that fuch a vaft body . of water as this river contained, could
‘ _not be fupplied by any ifland, but muft flow through a country of im-
menfe extent, anl of confequence that he was now arrived at that cone
tinent which it had long been the obie& of his withes to difcover. Full
of this idea, he flood to the weft along the coaft of thofe provinces
which are now kaown by the names of Paria and Cumana. He landed
in feveral places, and had fome intercourfe with the people, who re-’
fembled thofe of Hifpaniola in their appearance and manner of life,
They wore, as ornaments, fmall plates of goid, and pearls of confider-
able value, whick they willingly exchanged for European toys. They
feemed o poffefs a better undertanding, -and éreuter courage, than the
inhabitants of the iflands. -The country produced four-footed animals
of feveral kinds, as well as a great variety of fowls and fruits., The-ad-
miral was fo much delighted with its beauty and fertility, that with the
warm enthufiafm of a difccverer, he imagined it to be the paradife de-
fcribed in Scripture, which the Almighty chofe for the refidence of
man, while he retained innocence that rendered him worthy of fuch a
habitation. Thus Columbus had the glory not only of difcovering to
mankind the exiftence of 2 New World, but made confiderable progrefs
towards a perfe@t knowledge of it; and was the firft man who condu@ed
- the Spaniards to that vaft continent which has been the chief feat of
f¥ their empire, and the fource of their treafures in this quarter of the
@ giobe. The thattered condition of his thips, fcarcity of provifions, his
~own infirmities, together with the impatience of his crew, prevented
him from  purfuing his difcoveries any farther, ind made it neceffary to .«
bear away for Hifpaniola. In his way thither he difcoveredithe iflands
' of Cubzgua and Margarita, which afterwards became -remarkable for
| s _  their
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their pearl-fithery. When he arrived at fopamola, on the tmrtxct}' of
Auguft, he was wafted to an extreme degree with fatigue and ficknefs ;
but found the affairs of the colony in fuch a fi ituation, as afforded him
no profpect of enjoying that repofe of which he fiood fo much in need.
Many revolutions had happened in that country during his abfence.
His brother the adelantado, in confequence of the-advice which the ad-
miral gave before his departure, had removed the colony from Ifabella
to 2 more commodious ftation, on the oppofite fide of the ifland, and
Taid the foundation of St. Domingo, which was long the moft confider-
able European town in the New World, and the feat of the fupreme
courts in the Spanith dominions there. As foon as the Spaniards were’
eftablithed in this new fettlement, the adelantado, that they might nei-
ther languifh in ina&ivity, nor have leifure to form new cabals, marched
into thofe parts of the ifland which his brother had not yet vifited or
reduced to obedience. As the people were unable to refitt, they fub-
mitted every where. tothe tribute which he impofed. But they foon
found the burden to be fo iftolerable, that, overawed as they were by
the fuperior power of their oppreflors, they took arms againft. them.
Thofe infurreGions, however, were not formidable. A confli&® with
timid and naked Indians was neither dangerous nor of doubtful iffue.
But while the adelantado was employed againft them in the field, a
_mautiny, ‘of an afpe¢t far more alarming ng, broke cut among the Spaniards. T im
‘The ringleader of *it was Francis Reidan, whom Columbus had placed, R ‘
-in a ftaticn which required him to be the grardian of order and tran-
quility in the colony. A turbulent and inconfiderate ambition precipi-

=l 4 Ny e

tated him into’ this defperate meafure, fo unbecoming his rank. The . I
.arguments which ke employed to feduce his countrymen were frivclous Re?
and ill-founded. He accufed Celumbus and his two brothers of arro- dern
: gancc and feverity ; he pretended that they aimed at eftablifhing an and
independent dominion in the country ; he taxed them with an inten- tor
tion of cutting off part of the Qp’»mams by hunger and fatigue, tlut of 5
they might more eafily reduce the remainder to fubjection ; he ‘repre- ftrer
fented it as unworthy of Caftilians, to remain thé tame and paffive mon
flaves, of three Geonefe adventurers. As men have always a propenfity § he c
to impute the hardthips of which they fee! the preffure, to the mifcon- take
du& of their rulers; as every nation views with a jealous eye the poﬁrer ' ‘°f: th.
and exaltation of foreigners, Roldan’s infinuations made a deep. im- with
preflion on his countrymen. His character and rank added weight to ; firuat
em. A confiderable number of the Spaniards made choice of him § proc!
D as their leader, and taking arms againft the’ ‘adelantado and his brother, ¥ ;’g e
~ feized the king’s magazine of nrouﬂons, and endeavoured to furprifc {I e
«YO.

th: §
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the fort at St.'Domingo. This was preferved by the vigilance and
courage of Don Diego Columbus. The mutinger's were obliged to e~
tire to the province of Xaragua, where they continued not‘only to dif-
claim the adelgntado’s authority thémfelves, but excited the Indians to
throw off the yoke. .7 R

Such was the diftraGed ftate of the colony whén Columbus landed at
St. Domingo. He was aftonifhed to find that the three thips which he
had difpatched from the Canaries were not yet arrived. By the unﬂ;il;
fulnefs of the pilots, and the violence of currents, they had been carried
2 hundred and fixty miles to the weft of St. Domingo, and forced to
take fhelter in a harbour of the province of Xaragua, where Roldan and
his feditious followers were cantotied.  Roldan carefully concealed from
the commanders of the Thips his infurre&ion againft the adelantado, and
employing his utmoft addrefs to gain their confidence, perfuaded them
to fet on fhore a confiderable part of the new fettlers whom they brought
over, that they might proceed b) land to St. Domingo. It required
but few arguments to prevail with thofe men-to efpoufe his caufe.
"They were the refufe of the jails of Spain, to whom idlenefs:, licentiouf~
nefs, and deeds of violence were familiar; and they returned eagerly to 2
courfe of life nearly refembling that to which they had been accuftomed.
The commanders of the fhips perceiving, when it was too late, their
imprudence in difembarking fo many of their men, flood away for St.
Donﬁngo, and got fafe into the port a few days after the admiral ; but
their ftock of provifions was fo wafted during a voyage of fuch long
continuance, that they brought litcle relief to the colony. '
By this jun&ion with a band of fuch bold and defperate affociates,
Roldan became extremely formidable, and no lefs extravagantin his
. demands. Columbus, though filled with refentment at his ingratiéude;
and highly exafperated by the infolence of his féllowers, made no hafte
| to take the field. He trembled at the thoughts of kindling the flames
| of a civil war, in which, whatever party prevailed, the power and
 ftrength of both muft be fo much wafted, as might encourage the com-
£ mon enemy to unite and complete their deftruétion. At the fame time;
he obferved, that the prejudices and paffions which incited the rebels to

— take arms, had fo far .infe&ted thofe who fill adhered to him, that maay

* ‘of them were adverfe, and all cold to the fervice. From fuch fentiments
. with refpet to the public intereft, as well as from this view of his own
. fituation, he chofe to negociate rather than to fight. ' By a feafonable
~ proclamation, -offering free pardon to.fuch as fhould merit it by return.
ing to their duty, he made impreffion vpon fome of the malcontents.
By engaging to grant fuch as thould defire it the liberty of returning 1o

No. I, - . I ' Spain,



58 DISCOVERY OF AMERICA.

Spa.in, he allured all thofe unfortunate adventurers, who, from ficknefs
and difappointment, were difgufied with the country. By promifing.to

+ complying with ‘moft of ‘his demands in behalf of his followers, he
fatisfied their avarice. ‘Thus, gradually and without bloodfhed, but
after many tedious negociations, he diffolved this dangerous combina-
tion which threatened the colony with ruin; and reftored the appear-
ance of order, regular govérnment, and tranquillity.

In. confequence of this agreement with the mutineers, lands were al-
loted them in different parts of the ifland, and the Indians fettled in
eagh diftri@ were appointed to cultivate a certain portion of ‘ground for
the ufe of thofe new mafters*. The performance of this work .
_was fubftituted in place of the tribute formerly impofed; and how
neceflary foever fuch a regulation might be in a fickly and feeble colony,
it introduced among the Spaniards the Repartimientos, or diftributions of
Indians eftablithed by them in all their fettlements, which brought
numberlefs calamities upon that unhappy people, and fubjected them to
the moft grievous oppreffion. This was zot the only bad effet of the
~ infurrection in Hifpaniola; itprevented Columbus from profecuting his
difcoveries on the continent, as felf-prefervation obliged him to keep
near his perfon his brother the adelantado, and the failors whom he in-
tended to have employed in that fervice. As foon as his affairs would
permit, he fent fome of his thips to Spain with a journal of the voyage ”
which he had made, a defcription of the new countries which he had
difcovered, a chart of the coaft along which he had failed, and fpec?-
mens of the gold, the pearls, and other curious or valuable produtions
which he had acquired by trafficking with the natives. At the fame
time he tranfmitted an account of the infurreétion in Hifpaniola ; he
accufed the mutinéers not only of having thrown the colony into fuch
violent convulfions as threatened its diffolution, but of having ob-
. ftru@ted every attempt towards difcovery and improvement, by their un-

provoked rebeilion againft their fuperiors, and propofed feveral regula- 1
tions for the better government of the ifland, as well as the extinétion t
of that mutinous {pirit, which, though fupprefled at prefent, might foon a
burft cut with additional rage. Roldan and his affociates did not neg- i
le& to convey to Spain, by the fame fhips, an',apology for their own r
condu@, together with their recriminations upon the admiral and his n
- brothers.  Unfortunately for the honour of Spain, and the happinefs of £
Columbus, the latter gained moft credit in the court of Ferdinand and tl
t

Ifabella, and produced unexpected effects,

* 1499
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Bat, previous to the relating of thefe, it is proper to take a view of

fome events, which merit attention, both on account of their own im-
__portance, and their conne®ion with the hiftory of the New World.

While Columbus was engaged in his fucceflive voyages to the weft, the
{pirit of very did not languifh in Portugal, the kxngdom where it
firft acquired vigour, and became enterprifing. Self-condemnation and
regret were not the onlyfentiments to which the fuccefs of Columbus,
and refle®ion upon their own imprudence in rejeting his propofals,
gave rife among the Portuguefe.™\They excited a general emulation to
furpafs his performanccs, and an ardent defire to make fome reparation
to their country for their own error. ‘With this view, Emmanuel, who
inherited the enterprifing genius of his predeceflors, perfifted in their
grand fcheme of opening a paffage to the Eaft Indies by the Cape of
Good Hope; and foon after his acceffion to the throne, equipped a
fquadron for that important voyage. He gave the command of it to
Vafco de Gama, a man of noble birth, pofleffed of virtue, prudence, and
courage, équzl to the ftation. ‘The fquadron, like all thofe fitted out
for difcovery in the infancy of navigation, was extremely feeble, con-
fifting only of three veflels, of neither burden nor force adequate to-the
fervice. . As the Europeans were at that time little acquainted with the
courfe of the trade-winds and periodical monfoons which render naviga-
tion in the Adantic ocean, as well as in the fea that feparates Africa
from India, at fome feafons cafy, and at others not only dangerous, but
almoft impra@icable, the time chofen for Gama’s departure was the moft
improper during the whole year, He fet fail from Lifbon on the ninth
of July, 1497, and ftanding towards the fouth, had to ftruggle for four
months with contrary winds, before he could reach the Cape of Good
Hope. On November 20, their violence began to abate ; and during
an interval of calm weather, Gama doubled that.formidable promon-
tory, which had fo long been the boundary of navigation, and directed
his courfe towards the north-eaft, along the African coaft. He touched
at feveral ports; and after various adventures, which the Portuguefe
hiftorians relate with high but juft encomiums upon his condu¢t and in-
trepidity, he came to anchor before the city of Melinda. Throu?vhc;ut'

all the vaft countries which extend along the coaft of Africa, from the

river Senegal to the confines of Zanguebar, the Portuguefe had found a
race of men rude and uncultivated, ftrangers to letters, to arts and com-
merce, and differing from the inhabitants of Europe no lefs in their
features and complexion, than in their manners and inftitutions, As
they advanced from this, they obferved, to their inexprefiible joy, that
;he hyman form gradually altered and improved, the Afiatic features
I2 began
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began to predominate, marks of civilization"” appeared, letters ‘were
known, the Mahometan religion was eftablifhed, and a commerce, far
from being inconfiderable, was carried on. At that time feveral veflels
from India were in the port of Melinda. Gama now purfued his voy-
age with almoft abfolute certainty of fuccefs, and, under the condu¢t of
a Mahometan pilot, arrived at Calecuf, upon the coaft of Malabar, on
the twenty-fecond of May one thoufand four hundred and ninety-eight.
What he beheld of the wealth, the pop"loufne"s, the cultivation, the in-
duftry and arts of this highly civilized country, far furpafled any idea
that he had formed, from the 1mperfe& accounts which the Europeans
had® hxthcrto received of it.  But as he poflefled neither fufficient force
to attempt a fettlement, nor proper commodities with which he could
carry on commerce of any confequence, he haftened back to Portuga],
with an account of his fuccefs in performmg a voyage the longeft, as
well as moft dxﬁicult, that had ever been made fince the firft invention
of navigation. He landed at Lifbon on the fourteenth of September, .
one thoufand four hundred and ninety-nine,_ two ycars /ywpths and
five days from the time he left that port. - LT
Thus, during the courfe of the fifteenth century, mankind made
greater progrefs in exploring the ftate of the habitable globe than in all
the ages which had elapfed previous to that perlod The fpirit of dif--
covery, feeble at firft and cautious, moved within a Very narrow fphere,
and made its efforts with hefitation and timidity. Encouraged by fuc-
cefs, it became adventurous, and boldly extended its operations. In tb_e
courfe of its progreflion, it continued to acquire vigour, and adv anced at
length with, a rapidity and force which burft through all the limits
within which ignorance and fear had hitherto circumfcribed the aQivity
of the human race. Almoft fifty years were employed by the Portu-
guefe in creeping along the coaft of Affica from Cape Non to Cape de |
Verd, the latter of which lies only twelve degrees to the fouth of the
former. “In lefs than thmy years they ventured beyond the equino¢tial
line into another hemifphere, and penetrated to the fouthern extremity
of Africa, at the diftance of forty-nine degrees from Cape de Verd.
Dnnng the laft feven years of the century, a New World was difcovered
in the weft, not inferior in extent to all the parts of the earth with’
which mankind were at that time acquainted. "In the eaft, unknown
feas and countries were found out, and a communication, long defired,
but hitherto concealed, was opeaed between Europe ‘and the opulent re-
gions of India. In ‘comparifon with events fo wonderful 2ad unex- -
pected, all that had hitherto been deemed great or fplendid, faded
‘away and difappeared. Vaft obje€ts now prefented themfelves. The
S © " . human
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human mind, roufed and interefted by the profpe, engaged with
ardour in purfuit of them, and exerted its ative powers in 2 new
dire&ion. - o : //‘ C

This fpirit of enterprife, though but newly awakened in Spain, began
foon to operate extenfively. ~ All the attempts towards difcovery made
in that kingdom, had hitherto been carried on by Columbus alone, and
at the expence of -the fovereign.. But now private advcnture.rs, allured
by the magnificent defcriptions' he gave of the regions which he had
vifited, as well as by the fpecimens of their wealth which he produced, -
offered to fit out fquadrons at their own rifk, and to go in queft of “new
éountrics. Thc'Spanﬂh court, whofe fcapty revenues, were exhaufted
by the chargé of its expeditions to the NewVWorld, which, though they
‘opened alluring profpeéts of future benefit, yielded a very fparing re.
turn of prefent profit, was extremely willing to devolve the burden of
difcovery upon its fubjets. It feized with joy an opportunity of ren-
dering the avarice, the ingenuity, and efforts of * projeors, inftrumental
' in promoting defigns of certain, advantage to the public, though of
doubtful fuccefs with refpect to themfelves. One of the firft propofi-
tions of this kind was made by Alonfo de Ojeda, a gallant and aQive
_officer, who had accompanied Columbus'in his fecond voyage. His
: rank and charalter procured him fuch credit with the merchants of
Seville, that they undertook to equip four fhips, provided he could ob-
§ tain the royal licence, authorifing the voyage. The powerful patronage

f the bifhop of Badajos eafily fecured fuccefs in afuit fo agreeable to
the court.  Without confulting ‘Columbus, or regarding the rights and
jurifdiction which he had acquired by the capitulation in one thoufand
four bundred and ninety-two, Ojeda was permitted to fet out for the
New World. - In-order to dire& his ccurfe, the bifhop communicated
to him the admiral’s journal of his Iaft voyage, and his charts of the
countries which he had' difcovered. Cjeda ftruck out into no new
path of navigation, but adhering fervilely to the route which Columbus
had taken, arrived on the coaft of Paria. ‘He traded with the natives,
g and ftanding to the weft, proceeded as far as Cape de Vcla, and ranged -
giong_a confiderable extent of coaft beyond that on which Columbus
; 1}ad touched, Having thus afcertained the opinion of Colembus, that
- this country was a part of the continent, Ojeda returned in G&ober, by
] way of Hifpaniota to Spain, with fome reputation as a difcoverer, bue
 with little benefit to thofe who had raifed the funds for the expedition.
Amerigo Vefpucci, a Florentine gentleman, accompanied Ojeda in
 this voyage. In what ftation he ferved, is uncertain ; but as he was an
experienced failor, and eminently fkilful in all the {ciences fubcrvient

) ‘ : t
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to navigation, he muft have acquired fome authority among: his
companions,” that-they willingly allowed him to have a chief fhare in
dire@ing their operations during the voyage. Soon after his return,
he tran{mitted an account of his adventures and difcoveries to one of
his countrymen; and labouring with the vanity of a traveller to mag-
nify his own exploits, he had the addrefs and confidence to frame his
marrative, {o as to make it appear that he had the glory of having firft
difcovered the continent in the New World. . Amerigo’s account was
drawn up not only with art, but with fome elegance. It contained an
amufing hiftory of his voyage, and judicious obfervations upon the
natural productions, the inhabitants, "and the cuftoms of the countries
* which he had vifited. As it was the firft defcription of any part of the
" New World that was publithed, a performance fo well - calculated to
“gratify the paffion of mankind for what is new and marvellous, circu-
Jated rapidly, and was read with admiration.. The country, of which
Amerigo was fuppofed to be the difcoverer, came gradually to be called
by his name. The caprice of mankind, often as unaccountable as
unjufi, has perpetuated this error. By the univerfal confent of na-
tions, AmMERICA is the name beftowed on this new quarter of the
globe. The bold preten’ions of % fortunate impoftor have robbed the -
difcoverer of the New World of a diftin@ion which belonged to him.
The name of Amerigo has fupplanted that of Columbus ; and mankind
may regret an a& of injuftice, which, having received the fan&xon of
$ime, it is now too late to redrefs.
During the fame year, another voyage of dx(covery was undertaken.
- Columbus rot only introduced the fpirit of. naval enterprife into Spain, -
. but all the firft adventurers who diftinguifhed themfelves in this new
~ career, ‘were forqu by his inftru&ions, and acqmred in his voyages
the fkill and information which qualified them to imirate his example.
" Alonzo Nigno, whohad ferved under the admiral in his laft expedition,
fitted out 3 fingle fhip, in conjun@ion with Chriftopher Guerra, a
merchant of Seville, and failed to the coaft of Paria. This voyage
~ feems to have beex conduéted with greater, attention to private emolu-
ment, than to any general or national obje&t. Nigno and Guerra made :
no difcoveries of any importance ;. but they brought home fuch a re-
 turn of gold and pearls, as inflamed their countrymen with the defire of
engaging in fimilar adventures. ;
Soon after, Vincent Yanez Pinzon, one of the admiral’s companions ;
in his firk voyage, failed from Palos with four fhips. He ftood boldly &
towards the fouth, and was the firft Spaniard who ventured to crofs the {8
‘equinotial line ; but he fesms ta have landed on no part of the coaf §
beyond §
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beyond the mouth of the Maragtion, or river of the Amazons. All
thefe navigators adopted the erroneous theory of Columbus, :fnd believed
that the countries which they had difcovered were part of the vaft cone

i

-y

tinent of India. S L e
During the laft year of the fifteenth century, that fertile diftri& of
America, on the confifies of which Pinon had ftept fhort, was more
fully difcovered. The fuccefsful voyage of Gama to the Eaft Indies
having encouraged the king of Portugal to fit out a fleet fo powerful, as -
.. not only to carry on trade, but to attempt conqueft, he gave the com-
mand of it to Pedro Alvarez Cabral. In order to avoid the coaft of
Africa, where he was certain of meeting with variable breezes, or fre-
quent calms, which might retard his voyage, Cabral ftood out to fea, and
-~ kept fo far to the weft, that, to his furprife, he found himfelf upon the
" fhore of an unknown country, in the tenth degree beyond the line. - He
. imagined, at firft, that it was fome ifland in the Adlantic pcean hitherto
unobferved ; but, proceeding along its coaft for feveral days, he was
' led gradually to believe, that a country fo cxtenfive formed a part of
fome great continent, ' This latter opinion was well founded. The
- country with which he fell in belongs to that province in South
America, now known by the name of Brafil. -He landed ; and having
formed a very high ideaof the fertility of the foil, and agreeablenefs of
: the climate, he took pofleffion of it for the crown of Portugal, and dif-
patched a thip to Lifbon with an account of this event, which appeared
' 20 be no lefs important than it was unexpected.  Columbus’s difcovery
of the New World was the effort of an a&ive genius, enlightened by
{cience, guided by experience, and acting upon a regular plan, executed
with no lefs courage than perfeverance. But from this adventure of the
Portuguefe, it appears that chance might have accomplithed that great
defign'which it is now the pride of human reafon to have formed and
perfected. If the fagacity of Columbus had not condu@ted mankind to
America, Cabral, by a fortunate accident, might have led them, a few
years later, to the knowledge of that extenfive continent, »

- While the Spaniards and Portuguefe, by thofe fucceffive voyages, were
daily acquiring more enlarged ideas of the extent and opulence of that
quarter of the globe which Columbus had made known to them, he
himfelf, far from enjoying the tranquillity and honours with.which his.
- fervices fhould have been recompenfed, was firuggling with, every dif-
trefs in which the’envy and malegdlence of the people. under his com-
mand, or the ingratitude of the court which he ferved, could involve
him. Though the pacification with Roldan broke the union and weak-
ened the force of the mutineers, it did not extirpate the feeds of difcord,
out
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out of the ifland. Several of the malcontents continued in arms, re-

fufing to fubmit to the admiral. He and his brothers were obliged to
take the field altcmatcly, in -order to check their incurfions, or to pu-
. nifh their crimes. The perpetual occupation and difquiet which this
created, prevented him from giving due attention to the dangerous ma-
chinations of his enemies in the. court of Spain. A good number of

fach as were moft diffatisfied with his adminiftration, had embraced the -

opportunity of returning to Europe with the fhips which he difpatched
from St. Domingo. The final difappointment of all their fopes in-
flamed the rage of thefe unfortunate adventurers againft Columbus to
the utmoft pitch. Their poverty and diftrefs, by exciting compaffion,

rendered their accufations credible, and” their complaints interefting. §

‘They teazed Ferdinand and Ifabella méb@ntly with memorials, con-
taining thie_detail of their own grievances, and the articles of their
charge agaiaft Columbus. Whenever either the king or queen ap-
peared in public, they furrounded them in a tumultuary manner, in-
fiting' with importunate clamours for{ payment of the arrears due to
them, and demanding vengeance upon the author of their fufferings,
They infulted the admiral’s fons wherever they met them, reproaching
them as the offspring of the pro;c&or whofe- fatal curiofity had dif-
covered thofe pernicious regions which drained Spain of its wealth, and
would prove the grave of its people. Thefe avowed endeavours of the
malcontents from America to ruin Columbus, were feconded by the fe-
cret, but more dangerous infinuations of thas party among the courtiers,
which had always thwarted his {chemes, and ®nvied his fuccefs and
credit..

Ferdinand was difpofed to hﬁen, not only with a willing, but witha
partial ear, to thefe- accufations, Notwithftanding the flattering ac-
counts which Columbus had given of the riches of America; the remit-
tances from it had hitherto been fo fcanty, that- they fell far fhort of
the expence of the armaments fitted out. The glory of thé.difcpvery,
together with the profpett of remote commercial advantages, was all
that Spain had yet received in return for the efforts which the had made.
But time had already diminithed the firft fenfations of joy which the

difcovery of a New World occafioned, and fame alone was not an objec _

to fatisfy the cold interefted mind of Ferdinand. The nature of com-
merce was then. fo little. underftood, that, where immediate gain was
‘not acquired, the hope of diftant benefit, or of flow and moderate re-
turns, ‘was tetally difregarded. Ferdinand confidered Spain, on this
account, as having loft by the enterprife of Columbus, and imputed it
to his mifcondutt and incapacity for government, that a country abound-
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ing in gold kad yielded nothidg of value to its conquerors.. Even 1fa-
bella, who from the favourable opinion which fhe entertained of Co-
lumbus, had-uniformly prote€ed him, was fhaken at length by the
number and boldnefs of his accufers, and began to {ufpe@ that a dif-
affeétion fo generixl muft have been occafioried by real grievances, which
called for redres. The bithop of Bajados, with his “ufual animofity
againft Columbus, encouraged thefe fufpicions, and confirmed them,

As foon as the queen began to give way to the torrent of calumny, a
refolution fatal to Columbus was taken. - Francis de Bovadilla, a kright
of Calatrava, was appointed to repair to Hifpaniola, with full powers
to enquire into the conduct of Columbus, and, if he thould find the
charge of mal-adminiftration prov;d, to fuperfede him, and’ affame the
government of the ifland, It was impofiible to efcape condemnation,
when this prepofterous commi[ﬁop made it the intereft of the judge to
pronounce the'perfon, whom he was fent tor try, guilty. Though Co- ~
fumbus had now compofed all the diffentions in the ifland; thoug}_x he
had brought both Spaniards and Incians to fubmit peaceably to his go-
vernment ; though he had made fuch efe@ual provifion for working the
miaes, and cultivating the country, as would have fecared a confider- .
able revenue to the king, as well as large profits to individuals, Bova- ‘
dilla, without deigning to attend to the nature or merit of thofe a/f;/
vices, difcovered, from the moment that he landed in Hifpaniola, 2 de '
termined purpofe of treating him as a criminal, e took pdfleflion of
the admiral’s houfe in St. Domingo, from which its mafter happened at
¢ that time to bé abfent, and feized his effefs, as if his guilt had been o
¢ elready fuily proved ; he rendered himfelf mafter of the fort and of the
t king’s ftores by violence; he required all perfons to acknowledge him
as fupreme governor; he fet at liberty the prifoners confined by the ad-.

: miral, and fummoned him to appear before his tribunal, in order to
anfwer for his éondu&; tran{mitting to him, together with the fum-
mons, a copy of the royal ‘mandate, by which Columbus was enjoined.
- to yield implicit obedience to h% commands, »
Columbus, though deeply affe®ed with the ingratitude and injuftice
 of Ferdinand and Ifabella, did not hefitate a moment about his own
f condu@®. He fubmitted to the will of his fovereigas with a refpe@ful
| filence, and repaired dire@ly to the court of that violent and partial
 judge whom they had authorifed to try him. Bovadilla, without ad-
| mitting him into his prefence, ordered him inftantly to be arrefted, to
- be loaded with chains, |and hurried on board a thip. Even under this
humiliating reverfe of fortune, the firmnefs of mind which diftinguithes-
the character of Columbuy 5 did not forfake him, Confcious of his own
} No, I1, K : integrity
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integrity, and folacing himfelf with reflecting upon the great things
which he hal achieved, he endured this infult offered to his charaéter,
not only with compofure, but with.dignity. Nor had he the cenfola-
tion of fympathy to mitigate his {ufferings. Bovadiila had already ren-
dered himfelf fo extremely pepular, by granting various immurities to
the colony, by liberal donations of Indians to all who applied for them,

and by relaxing the reins of difcipline and government, that the Spa-
niards, wko were moftly adventurer:, whom‘thexr indigence or crimes
had impelled to abaadon their native country, exprefled the moft inde-
cent fatisfaltion with the difgrace ‘and imprifopment of Columbus.
They flattered themfclves, that now they fheuld enjoy an uncentrouled
liberty, more fuitable to their difpofiticn and former habits of life.
Among perfons thus prepared to cenfure the proceedings, and to afperfe
the chara@er of Columbus, Bovadilla colleed materials fof a charge
againft him. All accufazicns, the meft improbable, as well as incon-
fiftent, were received. No informer, however infamous, was rejeéted.
The refult of this inqueft, no lefs indecent than partial, he tran{mitted
to Spain. At the fame time, he ord:red Columbus, with his two brc-
thers, to be carried thither in fetters; and, addi ing cruelty to infult, he
confined them in different fhips, and excluded then from the comfort of
that friendly intercourfe which might have foothed their common
diftrefs. But while the Spaniards in Hifpanicla viewed the arbitrary
and infolent proceedings of Bovadilia with a general approbation, which
rcfie@s difhonour vpon their name and country, one man fill retained 2
proper fenfe of the great actions which ‘Columbus Had performed, and
was touched with the fentiments of vencration and pity due to his rank,
his age, and his merit.  ‘Alonfo de \ al Lj the captain of the veffel on
board which the adiniral #8: confined, as foon-as he was clear of the
ifland, approached the prifoner with great refpe@, and offered to rc:
leafe him from the fotters with which he was unjufily loaded. ¢ No,
.replicd Celumbus, with a gencrous indignation, ¢ 1 wear thefe irons in
confequence of an order from my fovereigns. They fhall find me as .-
obedient to this as to their other inPin@icns. By their cammand I
Lave bern conéned, and their command alone fhall fet me at liberty.”
Fortanately, the voyage to Spain was extremely fhort.  As foon as
¥Ferdinand and 1 M.xaen.: were infcrmed that Columbus was brought home
2, nrifcner, and iz t .’:ey perceived at cnce what univerfal aftonith.
nt this event mu"( oceafion, and what an impreffion to their difadvan-
tage it muft make. All Furope, they fcre:a.\', would be filled with in-
dignation at this ungsnerous requit:! of a2 man who had performed
attions worthy of the highell recompence, and would excluim againit the
injuftice
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" ftantly degraded Bovadilla, in order to remove from themfelves any ful-
vicion of having authorifed his violent proceedings, they did rot reftore
to Columbus his jurifdition and privileges as nceroy of thofe countries

e Columbus’s wrongs, that 1lnb"ral jealoufy which prompted them to in-
velt Bovadilla with fuch authority as put it in his power to treat the
admiral with indignity ftill fubfited. "They were afraid to truft a man
to whom they had been '{o highly indebted, 2nd re'ainin I.ivn at court
nder various pretexts, the ey appointed Nicholas de Ovande, a knight of
tiic miiitary order of Alcantara, governor of Hifpaniola. N
Columbus was deeply aficCed with this new injury, which came from .
ands that feemed to be emploved in makin repasation for his paft fuf-
gfcrings.  The fenfibility with which great
mplics any fufpicion of their i m.corm, or that wears the alpe of an’
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inir da fecl every thing that

affront, i is quum'c, Columbus had exLer' 'nced both from the Spa-
:ards; and their ungenerous condué c:.dfpc,atcd him o fuch a degree,
8¢ 2¢ he could no longer conceal the fentiments which it excited. Where-
fever he went, he carried about with him, as a memoniul of their ingra.
ftitude, thofe fotters with which he had been losded. _They were con-
antly hung up'in his chamber, and he gave orders that when he died
ey fhou]a be buried in his grave. ' '
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injuftice of the nation, to which he had been fuch an eminent benefac-
tor, as well as againft th: 1n'*ratxtude of the pr,nces whofe reign he had
rendered illuftricus. Athamed of their own condu& and eager not only
to make fome reparat’on for this injury, but to effzce the ftain which it
might fix upon.their charaler, they inftantly iffued orders to fet Co«
' Iumbus at liberty, on Deccmber the feventeenth, invited: him to court,
and remitted money t> enable him to appear there in a manner fuitable
to his rank. When he entered the royal prefence, Columbus threw
himfelf at the feet of his fovereigns. He remained for fome time filent;

: the various pafiions which agitated his mind fupprefling his power of
. utterance. At length he recovered himfclf, and vindicated his conda&
in 2 long difcourfe, producing the moft fatisfving proofs of his own in-
tegrity as well as good intention, and evidence, no lefs clear, of the ma-
Ievolence of his enemies, who, ‘not fatisfied with having ruined his for-
* tune, lzboured to deprive him cf what alone was now Ioft; his honour
% and his fame. Ferdinand received him with decent civility, and Ifa-
bella with tendernefs and refpect.  They both expreffed their forrow
for what had happened, ‘difavowed their knowled: ge of it, and Jjoined
in promifing him protefticn and future favour. - “But though they in-

hich he had difcovered. Though willing to appear the avengers of

K 2 . l Mcam‘vhilc,‘ ‘
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Meanwhile, in'the vear one thomand five hundred and one, the fpirit
of difcovery, notvnthﬁar'dmf* the fevere check which it received by the -
ungenerous treatment of tire man, who firft excited it in Spain,-continued
a&ive and noorous.- Roderigo de Baftidas, a perfon of diftinction,
fitted out two ﬂfnps, in January, in co-partnety with John de la Cofa,
“who having ferved under the admiral in two of his voy ages, was deemed
the moft &kilful pilot in Spzin. They fteered dire@ly towards the con-
tment, arrived on the coaft of Paria, and proceedlng to the weft, dif-
covered ail the coaft of the province now known by the name of Tierra
Firme, from Cape de Vela to the gulf of Darien.- ' Not long after Ojeda,
with his former affociate Amerigo Vefpucci, fet out upon a fecond
voyage, and being unacquainted with the deftination of ‘Baf’tidés, held
the fame courfe, and touched at the fame places. The voyage of Baf-
tidas was profpercus and lucrative, that of Ojeda unfortunate. ~But
both tended to increafe the ardour of difcovery ; for in proportien as
the Spaniards acquired 2 meore extenfive knowledge of the American
continent, their idea of its opulence and fertility increafed.

Before thefe adventurers returned from their voyages, a fleet was
equc.d, at the public expence, for carrying over Ovando, the new
governor to Hifpaniola. His prc(e’:ncel there was extremely requifite,

* in order to ftop the inconfiderate career of Bovadilla, whofe imprudent
"-adminiftration threatened the fettlement with ruin:* LConfcious of the
violence and iniquity of his proceedings againft Columbus, he con-
tinued to make it his fole obje& to gain the favour and fupport of_ l‘lS
countrymen, by accommodating himfelf to their paﬁons and preju-
dices. - With this view, he e"labh’hcd regulations, in every point the
severfe of thofe -which Columbus deemcd effential to the profperity of
the colony. Inftead of the fevere difcipline, neccffary in order to ha-

* bitvate the diffolute and corrupted members of which the fociety was
compofed to th ¢ reftraints of law and fubordination, he fuffered them to
enjoy fuch uncontrouled licence, as enconraged the w_ll.ieﬂ excefles,
Inftead of protecting the Indians, he gave.a legal fanion to the opprel:
-fion of that unkappy peopie. He took the exa@ number of fuch as fur-
viveq their paft cammmes, divided them into diftinét claffes, diftribu.’
ted them in property among his adherents, “and reduced all the people

. of the ifland to a ftate of complete fervitudé, As the avarice of the
Spaniards was too rapacious and impatient to try any method of zc-
quiring wealth but that of fearchmg for gold, this fesvitude became as
grievous as it was unjult.  The Indians were driven in crowds to the
mountains, and compelled to work in the mines by mafters, who im-

- pofed their taiks without mercy or difcretion, Labour, fo difpropor-
3  tioned
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" tioned to their ftrength and former habits of life, wafted that feeble race
of men with fuch rapid confumption, as muft chave foon terminated in
tke utter extin@tion of the ancient inhabitants of the country. "~

The neceflity of appiring a fpeedy remedy to thofe diforders, haft-
ened Ovando’s departure.  He had the command of the moft refpetable

two thips, on “board of whlch two thoufand five hundred perfons em-

of the new governor with this powerful reinforcement to the colony, in
the year one thoufand five Lundred afid two, Bovadiila reﬁgned his

anfwer for his conda¢t. Roldin, aad the oth¢r ringleaders of the mu-
. tineers, who had been moft ative in oppofing Columbus, were required
’ to leave the ifland at the fame time. A proclamétion_ was iffued, de<
clafmcr the natives to be free fubjeéts of Spain, of whom no fervice
was to_be exacted contrary to their own inclination, and without paying
them an adequate price for their labour. W nh refpe to, the Spaniards

centious foirit which bad been fo fatal to the coloay, and to eftablith
that reverence for law and order on which focicty is founded, and to
which it is indebted for its increafe and ftability. In order to limit the
exorbitant gain which private perfons were fuppofed 0 make by work..
ing the mincs, an ordinande was publifhed, direipz all the gold to "be
brought to a public fmcltmg-houf.., and deciaring one half of it to be
the property of the crown. -
While thefe fteps were taking for fecuring the tranquillity and welfare
.of the colony which Columbus had planted, he himfelf was engaged in
the unpleafant employment of fohcmno the favour of an ungrateful

vain. He demanded, in terms of the original capitulation in one thou-
fand four hundred and ninety-two, to be reinftated in his office of vice
roy over tlic countries which he had difcovered. By a ftrange fatality,
.the circumftance which he urged in fupport of his claim, determined a

coflions in the capitulation a$ extraragant and impolitic. He was afra.ld
- of entrufting a fubje@t with the exercife of a jurifdiction that now apo
peared to be fo truly extenfive, and might grew no lefs formldable. He
infpired Ifabella with the fame fuxpmons; and under various pretexts,
equally frivolous and unjuft, they eluded all Columbus’s requifitions to

a,ttendmg

armaméirt-hitherto fitted out for the New World. It confifted of thirty-

barked, with an intention of; (Lttlng in the country. Upon the 2 ..rnval '

cl.arae, and was co’r.:;nnded to return inftantly to Spain, in order to

themfelves, various regulations were male, ténding to fupprefs the 1i-.

court, and, notwithftanding all his merits and fervices, he folicited in -

jezlous monarch to reje@t it.  The greatnefs of his difcoveries, -and the.
profpe& of their increafing value, made Ferdinand confider the con- -

Pcrform that whxch a folemn compa& bound them to accomphﬂ: After -
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attending the court of Spain for ncar two years, asan humble {uitor, he
found it impoffible to remove Ferdinand’s prejudices and apprehenfions ;
and perceived, at Jength, that he laboured in vain, when he urged a
claim of julice or merit with an interefied and unfeeling princé.
But even this unzencrous return did not difcourage him from purfuing
the great obje@-which firft called forth his inventive genius, and ex-
cited him to attempt difcovery. To open a new' paffage to the Eaft
Indies was his original and favourite fcheme. This fill cngroﬂ'éd his
thoughts; and either from his own obfcrvations in his voyage to Paria,
or from fome obfcure hint of the natives, or from the accounts given by
Baftidas and de la Cofa, of their expediticn, he conceived an opinion
‘that, heyond the continent of America, there was a fea which extended
to the Eaft Indies, and hoped to find fome narrow firait or narrow neck
- of land, by which a communication might be opened with it and the
part of the ccean already known, By a very fortunate conjeéture, he
fuppofed this firait or ifthmus to be fituated near the gulf of Darien.
Full of this idea, though he was now of an advanced age, worn out with
fatigue, and broken with infirmities, he offered, with the alacrity of a
youthful adventerer, to underiake a voyage which would afcertain this
“important point, and perfe& the grand fcheme which from the begin-
ning he propefed to acomplifh,  Several circumfazces concurred in dif-
pofing Ferdinand and Ifabeila to lend a favourable ear to this propo-
fal." They were glad to have the pretext of any honourable employment
for removing from court a man with whofe demands they deemed it im-
polizic to comply, and whofc fervices it was indecent to negle®. Though
unwilling to reward Columbus, they were not infenfibie of his merit,
~aad from their :;pcriéncc of his {kill and condu®, had rcifon to gi\'é
credit.to his -conjc@ures, and o confide in kis fuccefs.  To thefe con-
fiderations, a third muft be added of fill moré powerful influcnce.
About this time the Portuguefe flect, under Cabral, arrived from the
Ind:f‘s; and, by the richnefs of its‘cargo, gave the peopie of Eurcpe a
mo:. perfe& idea, than they had hitherto been able to ferm, of the opu-
lence and fertility of the eat, The Portuguefe had been more fortunate
in their difcoveries than the Spaniards. They had opened a communi-
cation with countries where induitry, arts, and elegance flourithed; and
where commerce had been longer efizblifhed, and* carried to greater
extent, than in-any region of the carth.  Their firft voyages thither
yielded immediate, as well as vaft returns of profit, “in comuindities ex-
tremely precious and in great requet.  Lifbon became iminediatc!y the’
feat of commerce and of wealth; while Spain had cfly the expeQation
of remote béncdt, and of fuwure gain, frgm the weftern world. No-
S . o - B / | ‘ thiﬂg, \
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thing, then, could be more acceptable to the Spaniards than Columbus’s

offer to condu@ them to the ealt, by a route which he expetted to be -

thorter, as well as fefs dangerous, than that which the Portuguefe had
taken. Even Ferdinand was roufed by fuch a pro(pcc”t and warmly
approved of the underiaking. PR
But, interefling as the objeét of his voyage was to the natxon, Co-
lumbus could procure only four fmall barks, the largeft of which did
not cxceed feventy tons in burden, for performing it.  Accaftomed to
brave danger, and to engage in arduous undertakings with inadequate
force, he did not hefitate to accept the command of this pitiful fqua-
dron. His brother Bartholomew, and his fecond fon Ferdinand, the
' hiftorian of his a®ioas, accompanied him. He failed from Cadiz on
the ninth of May, and toucied, as ufi2i, at the Canary Ilands; from
thence he purpofed to have ftood direétiv for the continent; but his
largeft veflel was fo-clamfy asd ‘unfic for fcrvice, as conftrained him to
bear away for Hifpaniola, in hcpes of exchanging ker for forme fhip of
the fleet that had carried out Ovando. When he arrived off St. Do-
mingo, on June the twe'ny-n?rt’} he fourd eighteen of thefe Thips ready
loaded, and on the point of departing for Spain. ‘Columbus immediately
acquainted the goveraor with the deilination of his voyage, and the ac-
cident which had ob 1gcd him to alter his route.. He requefted per-
miflion to enter the harbour, not cn.y that he might negociate the ex-
change of his fhip, but that he might take fhelter during a violent

i
iv

hurricane, of which he difcerned the approach from various prognoftics,
which his experience and fagacity had tavght him to obferve. On that
acccunt, he advifed him likewile to put off for fome days the departure
of the ficet bound for Spain. But Ovando refufed his requeft, and

defpifed his counfel. . Under circumftances in which humanity would

have afforded refuge to 2 firanger, "Columbus was denied admittance
into a country of which he had difcovered the exiftence and acquired
the poflefion. His falutary warning, which merited the greateft at-
" tention, was regarded as the dream of a vifionary prophet, who arro-

gantly pretended to predi@ an event beyond the reach of human fore.

£ghe. The flcet fet fail for Spain. - Next night the hurricane came on
with dreadful impetuofity. Columbus, aware of the danger, to~k pre-

cautions againft it, and faved his lirtle fquadron.  The fleet deftined o

for Spain met with the fate which the rafhnefs and obftinacy of its com-
manders deferved.  Of eighteen fhips two or three only efcape\ In
this general wreck perithed Bovadilla, Roldan, and the grcater part of
thofe who kad been the moft aftive in perfecuting Columbus, and op-
 prefling the Indians, Together wich .Hem(clves, all the weakh which

’

.\v y

they
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they had acquired by their injuftice and cruelty was fvallowed up. It
exceéded in value two hundred thonfand’ pofos; an immenfe fum at that
period, and fufficient not only to have fcreened them from any fevere
fcratiny into their conduét, but to have fecured them a gracious recep-
tion in the Spanifh court. Among the fhips that efcaped, one’];ad on
board all the effefs of Columbus which had been recovered from the
ruins of kis fortune. Hiftorians, ftruck with the exa@ difcrimination
of chara&ers, as well as the juft diftribution of rewardsand punifhments,
confpicuous in thofe events, univerfal}y attribute them to an immediate”
nterpofition of divine Providence, in order to avenge the wrongs of an
injured man, and to punifh the oppreffors of an innocent people.
Upon the ignorant and fuperftiticus race of men, who were witneffes of
this occurrence, it made a different impreffion. From an opinion,
~which vulgar admiration is apt to entertain with refpe& to perfons who

.have dlﬁmgml’hcd themfelves by their fagacity and inventions, they

believed Columbus to-be poflefled of fupernatural powers, and imagined
that he had conjured up this dreadful ftorm by magical art, ‘and incanta-
tions, in order to be avenged of his enemies.

Cotumbus foon left Hifpaniola, July 14, wherc he met m:h fuch an

mhofpnabk reception, and ftood towards the continent. "After a tedi-

ous and dangerous veyage, he difcovered Guamua, an-ifland not far dif~
tant from the coaft of Honduras. There he had an interview with
fome inhabitants of the continent, who arrived in a large cance. The}"
appeared to be a pecple more civilized, and who had made greater pro-
grefs in the knowledge of ufeful arts, than any whom he had hitherto

difcovered. In rctun to the inguiries which the Spaniards made, with"

their ufual caosmefs, c01ccmxno the places where the Indians got the
gold which they wore by way of ‘ornament, they directed them.to

countiies fituated to the weft, in which. gold was found in fuch pro--

fufion, that it was applied to the'moﬁ' coramon- ufes, Inftead of fteer-
“ing in queft of a country fo inviting, which would have conduéted him
along the coaft of Yucatan to the rich empire of Mexico, Columbus was
fo bent upon his favourite fcheme of finding out the ftrait which he
fuppofed to communicate with the Indian occan, that he bore away to
the eaft towards the guif of Darien. ‘In this navigation he difcovered
all the coaﬂ of the continent, from Cape Gractias a Dios, to a harbour
whch, on account of its beauty and fecurity, he called Porto Bello.
~Tle fevched in vain, for the i xr'aomar} ftrait, through which he ex-
peted to make his way into an'unknown fea; and though he went on

fhore feveral timés, and advanced into the country, ke did not penetrate -

fo far as to crofs the narrow lﬁhmus which feparates thc gulf of Mexico
from
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from fhe great fouthern ocean. He was fo much delighted, howerer,
with the fertility of the country, and conceived chh an idea of its

wealth, from the fpecimens of gold produced by the natives, that ke re-
folved to leave a fmali <olony upon -the river Belem, in rovince
Veragua, under tive command of his brother, and to return himfelf to _

Spain, in order to procure what was requifite for rendering the efta-
" blithment permanent. But the ungovernable fpirit of the people under
' his com:hand, depri'\'ed‘ Columbus of the glory of planting the £t
colony on the continent of America. Their infolence and rapaciouf:
nefs provoked the natives to take arms, and as thefe were a moge hardy
and vrariike race of men than the inhabitants of the iflands, they cut off
© part of the Spaniards, and obliged the reft to abandon 2 ftation which

" was found'to be untenzjllﬁ:/ ‘ . ’
This repulfe, the fiff that the Spaniards met with from any of the

Anmerican nations, was not the only misfortune that befel ”Colﬁmbus; it
was followed by a fuccefiion of all the difafters to’awvhich navigation is
expofed. Furious hurricanes, with violent florms of thunder and
lightning, threatensd his leaky veffels with defruion 5 while his dif-
contented crew, exhaufted with fatigue, and deftitute of provifions, was

unwilling or unable to execute his commands. One of hijs fhips
peﬁrned ; he was obliged to abandon another, - as unfit for fervice ; and
with the two which remained, he quitted that part of the continene
which in his anguith he named tke Coaft of Vexation, and Lore away
for Hifpaniola. New diftreffes awaited him in this voyage, He was
_driven back by a viclent tempeft from the coaft of Cuba, his thips fell
fol of one arother, and were fo much fhattered by the thock, that wity
the utmoit difficalty they reached Jamaica, on June 24, where he was
oblized to run them agrouad, to prevent them from finking. ‘The
- meafurc of his calamities feemed now to be full. He was cat athore
poz an iiland at a confiderable diftance from the only fettlement of the
Spaniaris in America, - iis fhips were ruined beyond the poflibility of
beirg repaired. To convey an account of his fituation to Hifpaniola,
appearcd impradicable ; and without this it was vain to expect relief,
His gezius, feriile in refources, and moft vigorous in thofe perilous ex-
tremities when feeble minds abardon themfelves to defpair, difcovered
the only expedient which afforded any profpe& of deliverance, He
had recourfe to the hofpitable kindnefs of the natives, who confidering
-the Spaniards as beings of a fuperior nature, were eager, on every occa-
- fion, to minifter to their wants,  From them he obtained two of their
canoes, each formed out of the trunk of a fingle tree hollowed with fire,
#nd fo miffhapen and aukward as hardly to merit the name of boats,
No, I, e L ' In
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In thefe, which were fit only for creeping along the coaﬁ or crofling
“from one fide of a'bay to another, Mendez, a Spaniard, and Fiefchi, a
Genoefe, two -gentlemen particularly attached to Columbus, gallantly
offered to fet out for Hifpaniola, upon a voyage of above thirty leagues.
""This they accomplifhed in teh days, after farmounting incredible dan.
gers, and enduring fuch fatigue, that feveral of the Indians who ac-:
companied them funk under it, and died. The attention paid to them
by the governor of Hifpaniola was neither fuch as their courage merited,
nor the diftrefs of the perfons from whom they came required, Ovando,
from a mean jealoufy of Columbus was afraid of -allowing him to fet
foot in the ifland under his government, This ungenerous paffion
hardened his heart againtt every tender fentiment, which reflection upon
the fervices and misfortunes of that great man, or compaffion for his own
fellow-citizens involved in the fame  calamities, muft have excited.
Mendez and Fiefchi fpcm eight months in foliciting relief for their

commander and affociates, without any profpect of obtaining it.

During this pericd, various paﬂions agitated the mind of Columbus, |
and his companions in adverfity. At firft the cxpe&ation of fpeedy
deliverance, from the fuccefs of Mendez and Fiefchi’s voyage, cheered

the fpirits of the mott deiponding. After fome time the more timorous ¥
began to fufpeét that they had mifcarried in their daring attempt. At I
length, even the moft fanguine concluded that they had perithed. The ¢
ray of hope which had broke. in upon them, made their condi- e Ic
tion appear now more difmal. Defpair, heightened by difappoint. e
ment, fettled in every breaft. Their laft refource had failed, and no- w
thing remained but the profpe. of ending their hnferable days among P
naked favages, far from their country and their fncnds. -'The feamen, re
in a tranfport of rage, rofe in open mutiny, threatened the life of Co- fi
"lumbus, whom they reproached as the author of all their calamities, - at

feized ten canoes, which he had purchafed from the Indians, and defpii- A
ing his remonﬁrances and entreaties, made off with them to a diftant to
part of the ifland. At the fame time the natives murmured at the long frc
refidence of the Spaniards in their country. As their induftry was not the
greater than that of their neighbours in Hifpaniola, like them they - ‘the
.found the burden of fupporting fo many ftrangers to bé-altogether in- th
tolerable. They began to bring in provifions with reluance, they va
furnifhed them with a fparing band, and threatened to withdraw thofe -
fupplics altogether. ~ Such a refolutiop muft have been quickly fatal to 38 mi
the Spaniards. Their fafety depended upon the good-will of the In- § ba
“dians ; and unlefs they could revive the admiration and reverence with § ow
which that fimple people had at firft behcld them, deftruition was un- § the
mnx

avoxdablq
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avoidable. Though the licentious proceedings of the mutineers had, in
a great meafure effaced thofe impreffions whieh had been fo favourable
to the Spaniards, the ingenuity of. Columbus fuggefted a happy artifice, \
that not only reftored but heightened the high opinion which the Indians
had originally entertained of them. By his fkill in aftronomy he knew
that there was fhortly to be a total cclipfe of the moon. - He affembled
all the principal perfons of the diftrict around him on the day before it
.happened, and, after reproaching them for their ficklenefs in withdraw-
ing their affeGion and gﬂiﬁance from men whom they had lately revered,
he told them, that the Spaniards were fervants of the Great Spirit who
dwells in heaven, whb made and governs the world ; that he, offended
at their refufing to fu&)port men whd were the obje@ts of his peculiar
-favour, was preparing \'to' punifh this crime with exemplary feverity, and
that very night the moon fhould withhold her light, and appear of a
bloody hue, as a fign of the divine wrath, and an emblem of the ven. -
geance ready to fall upon them. = To this marvellous prediétion fome of
them liftened with the carelefs indifference peculiar to the people of
America ; others, with thE credulous aftonifhment natural to barbarians,
But when the moon began %r‘adua(ly"to be darkened, and at length ap-
peared of a red colour, all\ were ftruck with terror. They ran with
confternation to their houfts, and’ returning inftantly to Columbus
loaded with provifions, threw them at his feet, conjuring him to iater-
cede with the Great Spirit to avert the deftruGion with which they
. were threatened. Columbus, feeming to be moved by their entreaties,
promifed to comply with their defire. The eclipfe went off, the moon
recovered its fplendour, and from that day the Spaniards were not only’
furnifhed profufely with provifions, but the natives, with fupergtitious
attention, avoided every thing that\cotld give them offence.
- During thofe tranfactions, the m\utinccrs had'made repeated attempts
t0'pafs over to Hifpaniola in the canoes which they had feized. But,
from their own mifcondu@, or the vi\)\lencc of the winds and currents, .
their efforts were all unfuccefsful. Enraged at this difappointment,
- ‘they marched towards that part of the ifland where Columbus remained,
threatening him with new infults and danger.  While they were ad-
vancing, an event happencd;i more cruel and alHlicting than any cala.-
mity which he dreaded from'them. The governor of Hifpaniola, whofe
mind was ftill filled with fome dark fufpicions of Columbus, fent a fmall
bark to Jamaica, not to deliver his diftrefled countrymen, but to {py
out their condition, Left ‘the fympathy of thofe whom he employed
thould afford them relief,. contrary to his intention, he gave the com-
mand of this veflel to Efcobar, an inveterate encmy of Columbus, who

; L2 - -~ adhering
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-adhering to his inftrutions with malignant accuracy, caft anchor at fome
diftance from the ifland, approached the fhore in a fmnall boat, obferved
the wretched phOht of the Spzniards, delivered a letter of empty com-
pliments to the admiral, received his anfwer, and departed. - When the
Spaniards firft defcried the veflel flanding towards the.ifland, every heart
exalted, as if the long expc&ed hour of their deliverance had at length
arrived ; but when it dlfappeared {o fuddenly; they funk into the deepeft
dejection, and all their hopes died away. Columbus alone, though he
felt moft fenfibly this wanton infult which Ovando added to his paft
negle®, retained fuch compofure of mind, as to be able to cheer his
followers. He affured them, that Mendez and Fiefchi had reached
Hifpaniola in fafety’; that they would fpeedily procare fhips to carry
them off ; but as Efcobar’s veffel could nct take them all on board,
he had refufed to go with her, becaule he was determined never to
abandon the faithful companions of his diftrefs. Soothed with the ex-
petation of fpeedy deliverance, and delighted with his apparent gene-
rofity in attending more to their préfervation than to his own fafety,
their fpirits revived, and he rcgained their confidence. -
Without this confidence; he could not have refifted the mutineers,
who were now at hand.  Allhis cndeavours to reclaim thofe defperate
men had no effe¢t but to increafe their frenzy.  Their demands became
every day more extravagant, and their intentions more vioI::nt and
bloody. The common fatety rem: {crcd it neceflary to oppofe them with
open force. Coiumbus who had been ]ong affiited with the gout, could
not tzke the fieid.  On the twentieth of May his brother, the Adelan-
tado, marched againft them. They quickly met. ‘The mutineers re- '
jefted with feern terms of accommodation, which were once more of-
fered them, and ruthed on boldly to the attack. They fell not upon
an enemy unprepared to received them. - In the firft fhock, feveral of
theu' moft daring leaders were flain.  The Adelatando, whofe ftrength
was cqual to his courage, clofed with their. captain, wounded, difarmed,
and took him prifgner. " At fight of this, the reft fled with a daftardly
fear, fuitable to ‘their former infolence. Soon after, they fubmitted in
a body te Columbus, arnd bound themfelves by the moft fclems oaths to
-obey all his commands. Hardly was tranquillity re-eftablifhed, when
the fhips appeared, whofe arrival Columbus had promifed with greas
addrefs, though ke could forefee it with little certainty. With tran-
fports of j joys the Spaniards quitted an ifland in which the unfeeling
jealoufy of Ovando had {uffered them fo languith above a. ycar, expofed
to miferyin all i its various forms. :
? . o Whes
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W}'xen. they arrived at St. Domingo, on the thisteenth of Au/guﬁ, the

ne
ed governor, with the mean artifice of a vulgar mind, that labours to atone
n- for infoleace by fervility, fawned on the man whom he envied, and had
he attempted to ruin.  He received Columbus with the moft ftudied re-
It fpe®, lodged him in his own houfe, and diftinguithed him with every
th mark of honour. - But amidft thefe overacted demonftrations of regard,
oft - he could not conceal the hatred and malignity latent in his heart. He
1 fet at liberty the captain of the mutineers, whom Columbus had brought
aft over in chains, to be tried for ‘his crimes, and threatened fuch as had
is adhered to the admiral with proceeding to a judicial enquiry into their
2 condud. Columbus fubmitted in filence to what he could not redrefs ;
b4 but difcovered an extreme impatience to quit a country which was under
1, the jurifdiGion of a man who had treated him, on every occafion, with

inhumanity and injuftice. His preparations were foon finifhied, and ke fet
fzil for Spain with two fhips, on September the twelfth, 1504. Di{aﬁgts
fimilar to thofe which had accompanied him throngh life continued to
to purfue him to the end of his career. .One of his veflels being dif-

" abled, was foon forced back to St. Domingo; the ‘other, fhattered by
violent ftorms, failed feven hundred leagues with jury-mafts, and reached
with difficulty the port of St. Lucar in the month of December.

There he received the account of an event the moft fatal that could
have befallen him, and which completed his misfortunes. This was the
death; on the ninth of November, 1 504, of his patronefs queen Ifabella,
“in whofe juftice, humanity, and favour, he confided as his Iaft refource.
None now remained to redrefs his wrongs, or to reward him for his
fervices and fuﬁ'erings; but Ferdinand, who kad fo long oppofed and fo
often injured him. To folicit a prince thus prejudiced againft him,
was an occupation no lefs irkfome than hopelefs. In this, however,

“was Columbus doomed to employ the clofe of his days. .As foon as his
health was in fome degrec re-eftablifhed, he repaired to ccurt; and
though he was received therc with civility barely decent, he plied Fer-

dinand with petition after petition, demanding the punifhment of his
oppreflors, and the reftitytion of all the privileges beftewed upon him
by the capitulation of one thoufand four hundred and ninety-two,, Fer-
'dinand amafed him with fair words and unmeaning promifes. Inftexd
of granting his claims, he propofed expedients in order to elude them,
and fpun out the affait with fuch apparent art, as plainly difcovered his
intention that it thould never be terminated. The declining health of
Colambus flattered Ferdinand with the ‘hopes of being foon delivered
. from an importunate fuitor, and encouraged him to perfevere in this
illiberal plan, Nor was he deceived in his expetations. Difgufted
2 ' with
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with the ingratitude of 2 monarch whom he had ferved_with fuch fides
Iity and fuccefs, exhaufted with the fatigues and hardthips which he had
endured, and broken with the infirmities which thefe brought upon

him, Columbus ended his life at Valladolid on the twentieth of May, -

one thoufand five' hundred and fix, in the.fifty-ninth year of his age.
He died with a compofure of mind fuitable to-the magnanimity which
diftinguithed his character, and with fentiments of piety becoming that
fopreme refpect for religion, which he manifefted in every occurrence

of his life. _
° S L4 4
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Having thus given an Account of the firft Difcovery of America, we-
ﬂlél} now proceed to lay before the Reader, a GExeraL DescriptioN
of that Country, its Soi, Climate, Produtions, Original Inbabitants, ¢, e,
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~ DESCRIPTION OF AMERICA,

-

BOUNDARIES AND EXTENT.

THIS vaft country extends from the 8oth degree of north, to the
56th degrée of fouth latitude; and, where its breadth is known, from
the 35th to the 136th degree weft Iongitude from London ; firetching
between 8000, and gooo miles in length, and, in its greateft breadth
3690. It fees both hemifpheres, has two fummers and a double winter,
and enjoys all the variety of climates which the earth affords. It is
wafhed by the two great oceans. To the eaftward it has the Atlantic,
which divides it from Europe and Africa; to the weft it has the Pacific
~ or Great South Sea, bf which it is feparated from Afia. By thefe feas
it may, and does, carry on a dire@ commerce with the-other three parts ————
of the world. ' " '
NorTH AND SouTn CoNTINENT. America is not of equal
" breadth throughout its whole extent ; but is divided into two great
- continents, called Norzb and South America, by an ifthmus 1500 miles
~ long, and which at Darien, about Lat. ¢°N, is only 6o miles over,
This ifthmus forms,. with the northern and fouthern continents, a vaft
~ gulph, in which Jie a great number of iflands, called the Weft Indies, in
contradiftinétion to the eaftern parts of Afia, which are called the Eqf

Indies, - .

- Crimare. Between the New World and the OId, there are feveral
very ftriking differences; but the moft remarkable is the general pre-

~ dominance of cold throughout the whole extent of America, Though

we cannot, in any country, determine the precife degree of heat merely

R by the diftance of the equator, becaufe the elevation above the fea, the

" nature of the foil, &c. affe® the climate ; yet,-in the ancient continent, -

-the heat is much more in proportion to the vicinity to the equator than

'§n any part of America, Here the rigour of the frigid zone extends over

half tﬁ{t which fhould be temperate by its pofition, Even in thofe
c ] L latitudes
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latitudes where the winter is fcarcely felton the O!d‘contincnt, it reigns
with great feverity in Amcrica, though during a fhore period. Nor
does this cold, prevalent in the New World, confine itfelf to the tempe-
rate zones; but extends its influence to the torrid zone, alfo, confider.
ably m‘itigating the excefs of its heat. Along the caffern coaft, the

climate, though more fimilar to that of the torrid zone in other parts of

the earth,” is neverthelcss conhderably milder than ia thofe countries of
Afia and Africa which lie in the fame latitude. From the {outhern
tropic to the extremity of the American continent, the cold is faid
to be much greater than in parallel northern latitudes voi of America
itfelf, » .

For this fo remarkable difference 'etvrcen the climate of the New
continent and the Old, various caufcs have been affigned by different
authors.  The following is the opinion of the learned Dr. Robertfon on
this fubject. ¢ Though the utmoft extent of America towards the north
be not yet difcovered, we know that it advances nearer to the pole than
either Europe or Afia.  The latter have large feas to the north, which
are open during part of the year; and, even when covered with ice, the
wind that blows over them is lefs intenfely cold than that which blows
over land in the fame latitudes. But, in Alsﬁigbﬂth&land ftretches
from thc river St. Laurence towardsthe pole, and {preads out immenfely
to the weft. . A chain of enormous mountains, covered with fnaw and
ice, runs througiall this dreary region. The wind pafling cver fuch.an
extent of kigi and frozen land, becomes fo im;>r¢gnaré<i w.th ccld, thag
it acquires a pierciag keennefs, which it retains in its progrefs through
warmcs climates; and is not entirely mitigated until it reach the guiph
of Mexice. Cver 2l the centinent of North America, a north-wefterly

ind and cxceffive cold are fnonymou . Evenin thé moit 1u
weather, the moment that the wind veers to that quartes,. its peretiating
influence is felt in a tranfizion from heat to cold no lefs violent than
fudden, To this powerful cacfe w¢ may aferibe the extracrdinary do-
minion of cold, and its violent in-roads into the feuthern provinces in
that part of the globe. - ’ _

¢ Other caufes, no lefs remarkable, diminith the a&ive'power of heat
in thofe parts of the American continent which lie between the tropics,
In all that portion of ilie globe, the wind blows in an invariable dircion
from eaft to weft. - As this wind holds its courfe acrofs the ancient con-
tinent, it arrives at the countries which ftretch along the weftern fhore of
Africa, inflamed with all the fiery particles which it hath colle@ed from
the fultry plains of Afia, and the burning fands in the African defasts,
Tht coaft of Africa is accordingly the yegion of the earth which feels

4 the
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t1é mo? fervent heat, and is expofed to the unmftigated ardour of the
torrid zone. But this fame wind, which brmgs fuch an acceffion of

traverfes the Atlantic occan before it reaches the American fhore. It
s cooled in its paflage over this vaft body of water; and is felt as a re-
frething gale along the coafts of Brafil and -Guiana, rendering thefe
countries, though amongft the warmeft in America, temperate, when
compared with thofe which lie oppofite to them in Africa. As this
wind advances in its courfe acrofs America, it meets with immenfe
‘plains covered with impenetrable forefts; or occupied by large rivers,

to fouth through the whole continent. In paffing over their elevated
and frozen fummits, it is fo thoroughly ceoled, that the greater part of
the countries beyond them hardly fecl tﬁe'ardour to which they feem
# expofed by their fituation. In the -other provinces of America, from
Terra Firma weftward to the Mexican empire, the heat of the climate is
§ zempered, in fome places, by the elevation of the land above the fea; in
others, by their extracrdinary humidity ; and in all, by the enormous
_mountains fcattered over this tract.  The iflands of America in the
| otrid zone are either fmall or. mouritainous, and are fanned alternatelj
by refrefning fea and Iand breezes.

¢ The caufes of the extraordinary cold towards the fouthern hmxts of
America, and in the feas bey ond it, cannot be afcertained in a manner
equally fatisfying. It was long fuppofed, that a vaft continent, diftin-
puithed by the name of Terre dnfiralis Incognita, lay betwe=n the

ers~extremity. of America and the antarétic pole. The fame prin-

iples which account for the extracrdinary degree of cold in the northern
cgions of America, were employed in .order to explain that which is
Heit at Cape Horn and the adjacent countrics. The immenfec extest of
Lie fouthern continent, and the rivers which it poured 1nto the ocecn,
bvere mentiomed and admitted by philofophers as caufes fuffcient to cc-
afion the unufual fenfation of cold, and :the &ill- more uncontmon zp-
pearances of frozen feas in that region of the globe. But the imag nary
ontinent to which fuch m‘iuﬂnce was afcribed having been fearched for
vain, and the fpace which it svas fuppofed ‘to occupy having beca
ound to be an open fea, new conje&tures muft be formed with r{p:& -
o the caufes of a tcmpﬂramrc of climate, fo extremely different from <

at which we cxpe'xcnc'* in countr es rcmoved at the fame dillence from
the opyofte pole. : :

No. HA I\,’I - ) ’ ) Y3 Th‘ ‘

warmth to the countries Iying between the river of Sencgal and Cafraria, .

marfhes, and ftagnating waters, where it can recover no confiderable de-
gree of heat, Atlength it arrives at the Andes, which run from north .
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continent there. ~Its breadthi gradually decreafes as it ftretches from Sts

“Magellan its dimenfions are much contracted. On the eaft and weft *

" hinder it from acqumncr the fame degree of fummer-heat with places in -
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* « The moft obvious and probable caufe of this fuperior degtee of colf
towards the fouthern extremity of America, feems to be the form of the '

Antonio fouthwards, and from the- bay of St. Julian to the fraits of

£des, it is wafhed by the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. From its fouth-
ern point, it is probable that an open fea ftretches to the antar&ic pole.
In whichever of thefe direGtions the wind blows, it is cooled before it
approachcs the Mat’reuamc regions, by paffing over a vaft body of water;
-nor is the land there of fuch extent, that it can recover any confiderable-
degree of heat in its progrefs over it.. Thefe circumftances concur in
rendering the temperature of the air in this dlﬁné't of Amergi'a more

fimilar to that of an infular, than to that of a continental climate; and

Europe and Afia, in 2 " correfponding northern latitude.” 'The north
wind is the only one that reaches this part of America,. after blowing
over a great continent. But, from an attentive furvey of its pofition,
this will be found to have a tendency rather to diminifh than augment
the degree of heat. The fouthern extremity of America ig properly the
termination of the immenfe ridge of the Andes, which ftretches nearly in
2 dire@ line from north to fouth, through the whole extent of the con-
tinent. The moft fultry regions in South America, Guiana, Brafil,
" Paraguay, and Tucumar, ke many degrees to the eaft of the Magellanic
regions. 'The level country of Peru, which enjoys tke tropieal heats, is
fitwated conﬁderably to the weft of them. The north wind, then,
‘though it blows over land, does not bring to the {outhern extremity of .
America an increafe of heat collected in its paffage over torrid regions;
but, before it arrives there, it muft have fivept afong the fammit of the
Andes, and come impregnated with the cold of that frozen region.”
Another pamculanty in the climate of America, is its exceflive moif-
‘ture in general. In fame places, indeed, on the weftern coaft; rain &
not kmown ; but in all other parts, the moiftnefs of the climate is &
‘remarkable as the coid —The forefts wherewith it is-efery where co
vered, no doubt, partly occafion-the moifture of 1 its climate; but the
moft-prevalent caufe is the vaft qmnnty of ‘water in the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans, with which America =. environed on all fides. -Hence
thofe places where the continent. is narroweft are deluged with almot
perpetual rains, accompanied with violent thunder and lightning, by |
which fome of them, parpicylarly Pozto Belo, are rendered in a mannet

ts.mb.ab;tahle. : - o . R
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- *This extreme moifture of the American climate is produtive  of
much larger rivers there than in‘any other part of the world. The Da-
nube, the Nile, the Indus, or the Ganges,, are nbt comparable to the
Miffiffippi, the river St. Laurence, or that of the.Amazons; nor are fuch
Jarge lakes to be found any where as thofe which North America af-
fords. 'To the fame caufe we are alfo partly to afcribe the exceflive luxu-
riance of all kinds of vegetables in almoft all parts of 'this country. ~ In

the fouthern provinces, where the moifture of the climate is aided by

the warmth of the {un, the woods are almoft impervious, and the {urface
of the ground is hid from the eye,. under a thick covering of thrubs,
herbs, and weeds.—In the northern provinces, -the forefts are not en-
cumbered with the fame luxuriance of vegetation ; neverthelefs, they
.. afford trees much ‘larger of their kind than what are to be found any
where elfe. .

From the coldnefs and the moxf‘ure of Amerlca, an extreme malig-
nity“of clxmate bas been inferred, and afferted by M. de Paw, in his
Recherches Phils ofophigues.” Hence, according tc his hypothefis, the {mall-
nefs and irregularity of the nobler dnimals, and the fize and enormous
multiplication of reptiles and infe@s. o’ ""

But the fuppofed {mallnefs and lefs ferocity of the Amer can animals,
the Abbé Clav:gero obferves, inftead of the maligpity, demonﬁrates the

mildnefs and bounty of the clime, if we gw credit to/Buﬂ'on, at whofe ;

fountain M. dé Paw has drank, and of whofe teftimény he has availed
himfelf againft Don Pernetty. Buffon, who-in m4ny places of his Na-
* tural Hiftory produces the {mallnefs of thé American animals asa cer-
- tain argament of tire malignity of the climate of America, in treating
-, afterwards of favage animals, in Tom. II. fpeaks thus: ¢ As all things,
even the moft free creatures, are fubjet to natural laws, and animals as
well as men are fubjetted to the influence of climate and foil, it appears
that the fame caufes which have civilized and polifhed the human fpecies

in our climates, may have likewife produced fimilar effets upon other ‘

fpecies. " The wolf, which is perhaps the fierceft of ail the quadrupeds
of the temperate zone, is however incomparably lefs terrible than the
tyger, the lion, and the panther, of the torrid zone; and the white bear
and hyena of the frigid zone. In America, where the air and the earth
are more mild than thofe of Africa, the tyger, the lion, and the panther,
are not terrible but in the name. 'They have degenerated, -if fiercenefs;
joined to cruelty, made their nature ; or, to fpeak more properly, they
have only fuffeted the influence of the climate: under a milder ﬂ;) y
their nature alfo has become more mild. From climes which are im-
moderate in their temperature, are obtained drugs, perfumes, polfans,

’ Mz and
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{ and all thofe plants whofe qualities are ftrong. The temperate earth, ox
the contrary, produces only things which are temperate ; the mildeft
- herbs, the moft wholefome pulfe, the fweeteft fruits, the moft quict ani-
mals, and the moft humane men, are the natives of this happy clime.
- #As the earth makes the plants, the earth and plants make animals ; ‘the
earth, the plants, and the animals, make man. ‘The phyfical qualities of
man, and the animals which feed i other animals, depend, though more
remotely, on the fame caufes which influence their difpofitions and cuf-
toms. 'This is the greateft proof and demonttration, that in temperate
climes every thing becomes temperate, and that in intemperate climes
every thing is exceflive; and that fize and form, which appear fixed and
determinate qualities, depend, notwithftanding, like“the relative quali.*
ties, on the influence of climate. The fize of our quadrupeds cannot'be . -
compared with that of an eléphant, the rhinoceros, Gr. fea-horfe. The
largett of our birds are but fmall, if compared with the oﬂrjch, the con-
* dore, and cafoare.”  So far M. Buffon, whofs text.we have copied, bes”
caufe it is contrary to what M. de Paw writes againft the ‘climatg of
. America, and to Buffon himfelf in many other places.”

If the large and fierce ani_mals‘ are natives of intemperate climes, and
{mall and tranquil animals of temperate climes, as M, Buffon has here
eftablithed ; 'if mildnefs of climate influences the difp8fition and cuftoms
of animals, M. de Paw does not well deduce the malignity of the climate
of America from the fmaller fize and lefs fiercenefs of its animals; he
ought rather to have deduced the gentlenefs and fweetnefs of its climate
from this antecedent. If; on the contrary, the {mallér fize and lefs fierce-

—ﬁ nefs of the American animals, with refpec to thofe of the old continent,

) are a proof of their degeneracy, -arifing from the malignity of the clime,

b as M. de Paw would have it, we ought 1h'like manner to argue the ma-
'%’%' ... lignity of the climate of Europe from™ the fmaller fize and lefs fiercenefs

: -~ ofits animals, compared with thpfé of Africa. If a philofopher of the B

: * country of Guinea fhould undertake 2 work in imitation of M. de Paw,

24 with this title, Recherches P{';i?éﬁzpbiyzze: Jar les Europeens, he wight avail
) " himfelf of the fam.e‘-argum’g’i;t which M. de Paw ufes, to demonftrate the
_; ;nalignity of the climate of Europe, and the advartages of that of Africa.
et The climate of Europe, he would fay, is very unfavourable to the pro-

; duion” of quadrupeds, which are found incomparably fmaller, and

‘ - mmore cowardly than ours. What are the horfe and the ox, the largeft of
- its animals, compared with our ‘elephants, our rhinocerofes, our fea-
horfes; and our camels? What are its lizards, either in fize or intrepi-

dity,. compated with our crocodiles? Its wolves, its bears, the moft

dicadful of its wild beafts, when befide our lions o tygers ? Its eagle, its

e : S » : vultures,
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valtures, and cranss; if compared wth our oftriches, appear only like

bens. :
As to the. eriormous {' ze. and. prodigious mulfxplmanon of the infes

_and other litde noxious animals, © The furface of the earth (fays M. de

Paw, infected by putrefaltion, was over-run with lizards, ferpents, reps

tiles, and infe@s monftrous for fize, and the adtivity of their poiTon,‘

which they drew from the copious Jmces of this uncultivated foil, that
was corrupted and abandoned 1o itfelf, where the nutritive juice became
fharp, like the milk in the breaft of animals which do not exercife the
: virtué_of propagation. Caterpillars, crabs, bu\: terflies, beetles, fp1dcrs,
frogs,’ and toads, were for the moft part of an -enormous corpulence in’
their fpecies, and multiplied beyond what can be Imagined. Panama
" is infefted with ferpents, Cazl thaoena with clouds of enormous bats, Por-
tobello with toads, Surinam with akerlucas, or cucarachas, Gradaloupe,
and the other colonies of the iflands, with bg'etles; ~%Ito with niguas ot
chegoes, and Lima with Iice and bugs. The aacient kings of Mexico,
and the emperork of Peru, fourd no other mezns of ridd mg their fubjeéts
of thofe infe@s which fed upon them, than the impofition of an annual
tribute of a certain quantity of lice. Ferdinand Cortes found bags full
of them in the palace of Montezuma.” But this argument, exaggerated

as it is, proves nothing againft the climate of Americz, in general, much -

Iefs agam"c that of Mexico. There being fome lands in America, in
which, on account of their heat, humidity, or wart of inhabitants, large

infeéts are found, and exceflively multiplied, will pro»e at moft, that in
fome places. the furface of the earth is infetted, as he fays, with putrefac-
tion; but not that the {oil of Mexico, or that of all America, isftinking,
uncultivated, vitiated, and abandoned. to itfelf. If fuch a deduétion
were juft, M. de Paw might aifo fay, that the foil of_the old continent
s barren, and ftinks7 as in many countries of it there are prodigious mul-
titades of monftrous mfe&s, noxious. reptiles, and vile -animals, as in
,the Philippine ifles, in many of thofe of the Indian Archipelago, in fe-

veral countries of the fouth of Afia, in many of Africa, and even in fome .

~of Ecrope. - The_Philippine ifles are infefted with enormous ants and
monitrous butterflies, Japan with fcorpions, fouth of Afia and Africa
with ferpents, Egypt with afps, Guinea and Ethiopia with armiés of
ants, Holland with field-rats, Ukrania with toads, as M. de Paw himfelf
affirms® In Italy, the Campagna di Roma (although peopled for fo'
many ages), with vipers; Calabria with tarantulas ; the thores of the
Adriatic fea, with clouds of gnats; and even in France, the population
of which is fo great and fo ancient, whofe lands are fo.well cultivated,
and whofe chmate isfo cclcbratcd by the F renc'-: therc appeared, a few
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years ago, according to M. Buffon, a new fpecies of field-m'ee, 1 rger
than the common kind, called by him Suzrmulots, which have multxphcd
exceedingly, to the great damage of the fields. M. Bazin, in his Com-
pendium of the Hiftory of Infe&s, numbers 77 fpecies of bugs, which
are all found in Paris and its neighbourhood. 'That large capital, as Mr.
Bomare fays, fwarms with thofe difguftful infe@s. It is true,. that there -
. are places in America, where the multitude of infé&s, and filthy vermin,
- make life irkfome ; but we do. not know that they have arrived to {fuch
excefs of multiplication as to depopulate any place, at leaft there cannot
be fo many exémples produced of this caufe of depopulation in the new
“as;in the old continent, which are attefted by Theophraftus, Varro, Pli-
ny, and other authors. ‘The frogs depopulated one place in Gaul, and
the locufts another in Africa. One of the Cyclades was ~depopulated by
mice ;- Amiclas, near to Taracina, by ferpents ; another place, near to
Ethiopia, by fcorpions and poifonous ants; and another by {colopen-
dras; and not {o diftant from our own times, the Mauritius was going
to have been abandoned on account of the extraordinary multiplication
or rats, as we can remember to have read in a I'rench author.

With refpe@ to the fize of the infe&s, reptiles, ‘and fuch animals,
M. de Paw makes ufe of the teftimony of Mr. Dumont, who, in his
Memoirs on Louifiana, fays, that the frogs are fo large there that they
weigh 37 French pounds, and their horrid crozking imitates the bellow- -
-ing of cows. But M. de Paw himf{cIf fays (in his anfwer to Don Per-
retty, cap. 17.) that all thdfe who have written about Lovifiana from
Henepm, Le Clerc, And Cav., Tontl to Dumont, have contradx&ed

i
3

¥
-4 each other, fometimés on one and fometlmes on another fubject. In
y 4  faft, neither in the old or the new continent are there frogs of 37
i' "~ pounds in weight; but there are in Afia and Africa, ferpents, butter-
1 Aflies, ants, and other animals of fuch monftrous fize, that they exceed all
! thofe which have been difcovered in the new ‘world. We know very

— well, that fome American hiftorian fays, that a certain gigantic fpecies
L of ferpents is to be found in the woods, which attract men with their
' ~ breath, and fwallow them up; but we know alfo, that feveral hiftorians, -
] both ancient and modern, report'the fame thing of the ferpents of Afia,
-and even fomething more. Magafthenes, cited by ley, 1aid, that there

were ferpents found in Afia, {o large, that they fwallowed entm:ﬁags and

bulls. Metrodorus cited by the fame author, affirms, that in Aﬁa. there

were ferpents which, by their breath, attrafted birds, howgver - lngh they

; were or quick their flight. - Among the moderns, Gemelh, in Vel V,
! = of his Tour of- the World, when he treats of the animals of the. Philip.

pire ifles, fpeaks thus: ¢« There are fcrpcnts in thefe lﬂands of immode.
satg
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sate fize ; there.is one called Jbitin, very long, which fufpending itfelf
by the tail from the trunk of a tree, waits till ftags, bears, and alfo men
pafs by, in order to attract them with its breadth, and devour them at
once eatirely i from whence it is evident, that this very ancient fable
.has been common to both continents. L s

Further, it may be alked, In what coumry of Amenca could M. de
Paw find 4nts to equal thofe of the Philippine iflands, called julzm, re-

“{peéting which Hernandez affirms, that they were fix fingers broad in -

_ length and one in breadth? Who has ever feen in America butterflies fo
Jarge as thofe of Bourbon, Ternate, the Phlllppme ifles, and all the
Indian arch:pelago ? The laroeft bat_of America (native to Hot ﬁmdy

countries), which is that called by Buffon wampiro, is, according to him,

of the fize of a pigeon. La roxgette, ope of the fpecxes of Aﬁa, is as
Jarge as a raven ; and the rozfette, anoth& fpecies of* Aﬁar, isasbigasa
large hen.. Its wings, when extended,{ meafure from up to tip three
Parifian fcet, and according to Gemelli, who meafured it in the Philippine

ifles, fix palms M. Buffon acknowledges the excefs i in fize of the
Afiatic bat over the American fpecies, but denies it<as to number.
~Gemelli fays, that thofe of the ifland of Luzon were fo numerous that
they darkened the air, and that the noife which they made with thefr
teeth, in eating the fruits of the woods, was heard at the diftance of two
miles. M. de Paw fays, in talking of ferpents, ¢ it cannot be affirmed
that the New World has fhown any ferpents larger than thofe which
Mr. Adanfon faw in the deferts of Africa.”" The greateft ferpent
found in Mexico, after a diligent fearch made by Hernandez, was 18
feet long : but this is not to be compared with that of the Moluccas,
which Bomare fays is 33 feet in length; nor with the emorarjade of

Ceylon, which the. fame author fays is more than g3 feet long; nor A

'. with others of Afia .and Africa, mentioned by the fame-author. Lattly,
the argument drawn from the multitude and fize of.the American in-
fe@ts is fully as weighty as the argument drawn from the fmallnefs and

.+ “fearcity of quadrupeds, .and both dete(t the fame ignorance, or rather .

the fame voluntary and ftudied foroetfu},ncfs, of the thmgs of the old
' continent,
With refpe& to what. M. de Paw has faid of the tnhute of lice in
" Mexico, in that as well as in many. other things he difcovers his ridicu-
lous credulity. " It is -true that Cortes found bags of lice in the maga-
. zines of the palace of king Axajacatl. -It is alfo true, that Montezuma
* impofed fuch a tribute, not on all his-{ubjeCs; however, but only on
thofe who were beggars ; not on account of the extraordinary multitnde
of thofe infeQs, as M. de Paw affirms, but becaufe Montezuma,  whe
2 ‘ - could

g wdenia



Ui

|
S

3

My

[—

i
[ P
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conld not {uffer idlenefs in his fubjets, refolved that that thiferable fot -
of people, who could not labour, fhould at leat be occupied in loufing *
themfelves. This was the true reafon of fuch an extravagant tribute,
as Torquemada, Betancourt, and othet hiftorians relate ; and nobody
ever before thought of that which M. de Paw affirms, merely becaufe it
fuited his prepofterous fyftem: Thofe difgufting infe@s poflibly abound
as much in the hair and cloaths 6f American beggars, as of any poor and
uncleanly low people in the world : but there is not a doubt, that if any

fovereign of Europe was to exatt fuch a tribute from the poor in his

dominijons, not only bags, but great veflels might be filled with them.
ABORIGENEs. At the timerAmerica was difcovered, it was found

inhabited by a race of men no lefs &ifferent from thofe in the other

parts of the world, than the climate and natural produétions of this con-

* ginent are d..lﬂ'e.rent from thofe of Europe, Afia, or Africa. One great

peculiaiity in the native’ Americans is their colour, and the identity of
it throughout the whole extént of the continent. In Europe and Afia,
the people who inhabit the northern countries are of a fairer complexzon

_ than thofe who dwell more to the fouthward. 1In the torrid zone, both

in Afnca and Aﬁa, the natives are entirelyeblack, or the next thing to
it. This, however, moft be underftood with fome limitation. The
people of Lapland, who inhabit the moft 1 orthen;\ part of Earope, are
by no means fo fair as the inhabitants of Britain; nor are the Tartars
{o fair as the inhabitants of Europe who lie under the fame parallels of
latitude.. Neverthelefs, a Laplander is fair when compared with an-
Aby A% man, and a Tartar if compared ‘with a native of the Molucca
iflands. —In America, this diftinftion of colour was not to be found.
In the torrid zone there were no negroes, and in the temperate and
fngld zones there were no white people. All of them were of akind
of red copper colour, which Mr. Forftér obferv ed, in the Pefferays of
Terra del Fuego, to have fomething of a glofs refembling that metal.
It doth not appear, however, that this mattét hath ever been inquired
into with fufficient accuracy. The inhabitants of the inland parts of
South America, where the continent is wideft, and confequently the in-
fluence of the fun the moft powerful, have never | been compared with

thofe of Canada, or more northerly parts, at leaft by any perfon of

credit.  Yet this-ought to-have been done, and that in many inftances
oo, before it could be afferted fo pofitively as moft authors do; that
there is not the leaft difference of complexion among the natives of

-America. Indeed, fo many fyftems have been formed concerning them,
that it is.very difficult to obtain a ‘true knowledge of the moft ﬁmple

£a8s, If we may believe the Abbé Ra,'nal, the. Californians are
i ) fwarthier
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fwarthier than the Mexicans; and fo pofitive is he in t}us oplmon, that
hegives a reafon for it. ¢ This difference of colour,” fays he, < proves,
that the civilized life of {ociety fubverts, or totally changes, the order
and laws of nature, fince we find, under the temperate zone, a- {avage
people that are blacker than the civilized nations of the torrid zone.”

On the other hand, Dr. Robertfon clafles all the inhabitants of Spanifh -
America together with regard to colour,_ whether they are civilized or
ancivilized ; and when he fpeaks of Cahforma, takes no notice of any
pecuhanty in their colour more than dthers. 'The general appearance
of the indigenous Americans in various diftri@s is thus defcribed by thc

" Chevalier Pinto : < They areall of a copper colour, with fome dxver." ity

of thade, not in proportion to their diftance from the equator, but ac-

cording to the degree of elevation of the territory in which they-refide. =
“Thofe who live in a high country are fairer than thofe in the marfhy

low lands on the coaft. Their face is round ; farther removed, perhaps,

than that of any people from an oval fhapg. ""Their forehead is Tmall ; -

the extremity of their ears far from the face; their lips thick ; their

nofe flat : their eyes black, or of a chefnut colour, fmall, but capable Qf"
difcerning objefts at a great diftance. 'Their hair is always thick and -~

fleck, and without any tendency to curl. At the firft afpe®, a South -
American appears to be mild and irnocent ; but, on a more attentive-

fullen.”

The following account of the native Americans is given by Don Anto-
nio Ulloa, in a work intitled Memorres philofophiques, bifforigues, et
phyfiques, concernant la decouverte de I’ Amerigue, lately publithed.

The American Indians are naturally of a colour bordering upon red.
"Their frequent equfure to the fun and wind changes it to their ordi-
nary duky hue.. e temperature of the air appears to have little or no
influence in this refpe& There is no perceptible difference in com-
plexion between the inhabitants of the high and thofe of the low parts
of Peru; yet the climates are of ah extreme difierence. Nay, the
Indians who live as far as 40 degrees and upwards fouth or north of the
equater, are not to be dﬂhngm{hed, in point of colour, from thofe im-

- mediately under it.

~

There is alfo a general conformation of featares and perfon, whxch,
more or lefs, charatterifeth them all. . Their chief diftin@ions in thefe
refpects are a fmall forehead, partly covered with hair to the eye-brows,
little eyes, the nofe thin, pointed, ‘and bent towards the upper lip; a

broad face, large ears, black,. thick, and lank hair; the legs well formed,

the feet fmall, the body thick and mufcular; little or no beard on the
No. II, N . | JRaces,

view, one difcovers in his countenance fomething wild, dxﬁru'fffﬁl' nd
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face, and that little never extending beyond a fmalt pa;t of the chin asd
upper hp It may eafily be fuppofed that this general defcription cannot

-apply, in all its parts, to every individual; but all of them partake fo

much of it, that they may eafily be diftinguifhed even from the mulat-
tees, who come ncareft to them in point of colour. . -

The refemblance %mong all the American tribes is not lefs remzﬂ@
in refpe& to their genius, charater, manners, and pax;t' ar cuftoms.

:The moft diftant tribes are, in thefe refpc&s, as fimilar as though they
formed but one nation.

Al the Indian nations have a peculiarpleafure in paifxting the‘ia:bod@es
of a red colour, with a certain fpecies of earth. The mine of Guanca-

‘velica was formerly of no other ufe than to fupply them with this ma-

terial' for dyeing their bodies; and the cinnabar extra@ted from it was
applied entirely to this purpofc. Tke tribes in Louifiana and Canada’
have the fame paﬂion hence minium is the commodity moﬁ in demand
there. * ‘ :

It may feem fingular that thefc nations, whofe natural colour is red,
thould affect the fame colour as an artificial ornament. But it may be
obferved, that they dor nothing in this refpect but what correfponds to
the pra&lce of Europeans, who al{o ftudy to heighten and difplay to ad-
vantage the naturg) red and white of their complexions. The Indians
of Peru have now indeed abandoned the cuftom of painting their bodies:
but it was common among them before they were conquered by the

" Spaniards ; and it ftill remains the cuftom of all thofe trlbes who have
_'preferved their liberty. - The northern nations of America, befides the
red colour which is predominant, employ alfo black, white, blue, and
green, in painting their bodies.

The adjuftment of thefe colours is a matter of as great confideration

 with the Indians of Louifiana and the vaft regions extending to the
" north, as the ornaments of drefs among the moft-polithed nations. The

bufinefs itfelf they call Ma&acher, and they do not fail to apply all their
talents and affiduity to accomplifh it in the moft finifhed manner. No

lady of the greateft fathion ever confulted her mirror with more anxiety, -

than the Indians do while painting their bodics. The colours are ap-
phed with the utmoft accuracy and gddrefs. Upon the eye-lids, pre-
cife]y at the root of the eye-lathes, they draw two lines as fine as the
fnalleft thread ; the fame upon the lips, the openings of the noftrils, the

‘ evs.brows, and the ears; of which laft they even follow ail the inflex-

jons and infinuofities. As to the reft of the face, they diftribute various

’ figures, in all which the red predominates, and the other colours are ‘af-

foricd fo as to throw it out to the beft advantagg. The neck alfo ¢
i : ) ecives
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ceives its proper ornaments : a thick coat of vermilion commonly dif-
" tinguifhes the cheeks. Five orfix hours are requifite for accomplithing
all this with the nicety which they affect.  As their firft attempts do not
always focceed to their Wx(h they efface them, and begin a-new upon a
Better plan. No coque ette is more faftidious in her’choice of ornament,
none more vain when the important adjuftment is finifhed. Their de-
light and felf-fatisfaction are then fo great, that the mirror is hardly ever

laid down. An Indian Ma&akbed to his mind is the vaineft of all the ’

human {fpecies. The other parts of the body are left in their natural
fate, and, excepting what is called a cacbm:l they go entirely naked.
Such of them as have made themfelves emment for bravery, or other
qualifications, are diftinguifhed by ﬁgures painted on their bodies.
. They introduce the colours by making punures on their fkins, and the
extent of furface which this ornament covers.is proportioned to the ex-

ploits they have performed. =Some paint only their arms, others both -

their arms and legs ; others again their thighs, while thofe who have at-
- tained the fummit of warlike renown, have their bodies painted from
the waift upwards. ‘This is the heraldry of the Indians; the devices of

which are probably more exactly adjufted to the merits of the perfons

who bear them than thofe of more civilized countries. -

Befides thefe ornaments, the warriors alfo carry plumes of feathers on
their heads, their arms, and ancles. .Thefe likewife are tokens of valour,
and none but fuch as have been thus diftinguithed may wear them.

The propenfity to indolence is equal among all the tribes of Indians,
civilized or favage. 'The only employment of thofe who have preferved
their independence is hunting and fithing. In fome diftri@s the women
exercife a little agriculture in raifing Indian corn and pompions, of
which they form a fpecies of aliment, by bruifing them together: they
alfo prepare the ordinary beverage in ufe among them, taking care, at
the fame time, of the children, of whom the fathers take no charge.

The female Indians of ail the conquered regions of South America
‘prattice what is called the zrex (a word which among them fignifies
elewation). It confifts in throwing forward .the hair from the crown of
the head upoa the brow, and cutting it round from the ears to above the
eye; fo that the forehead and eye-brows are cnurely covered. -'The
fame cuftom takes place in the Northern countries, * The female inhabi-
tants of both regions tie the reft of their hair behind, fo exa&ly on the
" fame fafhion, that it might be fuppofed the effe® of mutual imitation,.

This however being impoffible, from the vaft diftance that feparates
.- them, is thought to countenance the fupp'bﬁnon of the whole of America
bemg ongmally planted vmh one race of pedple. -

o N2 "Bhis
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This cuftom does not take place among the males. Thofe of the
higher parts of Peru wear long and flowing hair, which they reckon a

great ornament. In the lower parts of the fame country they cut it

fhort, or account of the heat of the climate; a circumftance in which
they imitate the Spaniards. The inhabitants of Louifiara pluck out -
their hair by the root, from the crown of the head forwards, in order to
obtain a large forehead, otherwife denied them by nature. ‘The reft of
their hair they cut as fhost as poflible, to prevent their enemies from
feizing them by it in battle, and al{o to prevent them from eafily getting
their fcalp, thould they fall into their hands as prifoners.

‘The whole race of American Indians is diftinguithed by thxcknefs of
fkm and hardnefs of fibres; circumftances which probably contribute to
that infenfibility to bodily pain for which they are remarkable. An in-
ftance of this infenfibility occurred in anindian who was under the ne-
ceffity of {fubmitting to be cut for the ftone. 'This operation, in ordinary
cafes; feldom lafts above four or five minutes. . Unfavourable cireum-
ftances in his cafe prolonged it to the uncommon period of 27 minutes,
Yetall this time the patient gave ao tokens of the extreme pain com-
monly attending this operation : he complained only as a perfon does
who feels fome flight uneafinefs. At laft the flone was extracted.
Two days after, .he exprefled a defire for food and on"the eighth day
from the ‘operation he quitted his. btd, free from pam, although the
wound was not yet thoroughly clofed. T he fame want of fenfibility is
obferved in cafes of fractures, wounds, and other accidents of a fimilar
nature. 1In all thefe cafes their cure is eafily eﬂ'ec'ted and they feem to
fuffer lefs prefent pain than any ‘other race of men. The tkalls that
have been taken up in their ancient burylncr-frrounds are of a greater
thicknefs than that bone is ‘commonly found, being from fix to {even
Iices from the outer to the inner fupcrﬁc1es. T be fame is remarked as,
to the thicknefs of their fkins. o

It is natural to infer from hence, that their comparative infenfibility
to pain is owing to a Qoarfcr and fironger ofganization than that of other
nations. 'The eafe wfth which they endure the feverities of climate is
anothet proof of this;” The inkabitants of the higher parts of Peru live -
amidft perpetual froft and foow. Although their cloathing is very ﬂxght,
they fupport this inclement temperature without the leaft inconvenience.
Habit, it is to be confeﬂ"ed may contribute a good. deal to this, but
much alfo is to be afcribed to the compa& texture of their ﬂ;ms, whlcn
defend them from the impreffion of cold through their pores.

The northern Indiaas’ refemble them in th1s refpet.  The utmoft
ngours of the wmter {eafon do not prevent them from followmg the

v : . chace
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chace. almé& naked. It is true, they wear a kind of wooler cloak, or

fometimes the &kin of a wild beaft, upon their fhoulders; but befides
that it covers only 2 {mall part of their body, it would appear that they
ule it rather for ornament than warmth. In fa&, they wear it indif-
criminately, in the feverities of winter and in the fultrieft heats of fom-
mer, when neither Europeans nor Negroes can fuffer any but the flighteft
cloathing. 'They even frequently throw afide this cloak when they go
a-hunting, that it may not embarrafs them in traverﬁng their foreﬁs,
where they fay the thorns and undergrowth would take hold of it;

while, on the contrary, they flide fmoothly over the furface of their
naked bodies. At all times they go with their heads uncovered, ‘with-
out {uffering the leaft inconvenience, either from the cold, or from thofe
coups de Joleil, which in Louifiana are {o often fatal to the inhabitants of
other clxmates.

" Drass. The Indians of South America diftinguith themfdves by mo-
dern dreffes, in which they affect various taftes. Thofe of the high country,
and of the valleys in Peru, drefs partly in the Spanith fathion. Inftead

of hats they wear bonnets of coarfe double cloth, the weight of which
_neither feems to incommode them when they go to warmer climates,
. nor does the accxdental want of them feem to be felt in fituations where
the moft picrcing cold reigns. 'Their legs and feet are always bare, if
we except a fort of fandals made of the fkins of oxen. The inhabitants
of Scuth America, compared with thofe of North America, are defcrib-
ed as generally 1 more feeble in their frame ; lefs vigorous in: the e&brts
of their mind ; of gentler difpofitions, more addited to pleafure; and -
{unL in mdolence.——Th1s, however, is not univerfally the cafe, - Many

of their nations. are as mtreplg and enterprifing as any otbers ~on "the

whole continent. Among the tribes on the banks of Oroonoko, if 3

warrior afpires to the poft of captain, his probation begins with a long
faft, more rigid than any ever obferved by the moft abftemious herxmt.

At the clofe of this the chiefs affemble ; and each gives him three fafhes :
with a large whip, applied fo vigoroully, that his bedy is almoft f ayed.
If he betrays the leaft fymptom of impatience, or even of fenfibility, he
is difgraced for ever, and rejeCted as unworthy of the honour, After
fome interval, his conftancy is proved by a more excruciating trial. He
is laid in his hammock with his hands bound faft ; and an innumerable
maltitude of\¥enomous ants; whofe bite occafions a violent pain and in.
flammation, are thrown upon him, The Juaiges of his merit ftand
around the hammock- and whillt thefe cruel’infe@s faften upon the
moﬁ fenfible parts of his body, a ﬁgh a groan, or an involuntary motion

cx‘:reﬂivc of what he fuﬂ'crs, Yould cxclude him from the d1gmty of
. L. wh1ch ‘
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which he is ambitioug. Even after this evidence, his fortitude is not
deeméd to be fufficiently afcertained, till he has ftood another teft more
fevere, if poffible, than the former. He is again fufpended in his ham.
mock, and covered with the leaves of the palmetto. A fire of ftinking
herbs is kindled underneath, fo as he may feel its heat, and be involved
in fmoke. Though {corched and almoft fuffocated, he muft continne to
endure this with the fame patient infenfibility. Many perith in this
eflay of their firmnefs and courage; but fuch as go through it with ap-
plaufe, receive the enfigns of: their new dignity with much' folemnity,
and are ever after regarded as leaders of approved refolution, whofe be-
thaviour, in.the moft trying fituations, will do honour to their country.
‘In North Anmerica, the previous trial of a warrior is neither fo formal \
nor fo fevere : Though, even there, before a youth is permitted to bear
arms, his patience and fortitude are proved by blows, by fire, and by
infults, more intolerable to a haughty fpirit than either.
Manners axp CusToms. Of the manners and cuftoms of the North

Anmericans more particularly, the following is the moft confiftent account -

- dhat can be collefted from the beft informed and moft impartial writers,

When the Earopeans firft arrived in America, they found the Indians
quite naked, except thofe parts which even the moft uncultivated people
ufually conceal.. -Since that time, however, they generally ufe a coarfe
blanket, which they buy of the neighbouring planters. )

Their huts or cabins are made of ftakes of wood driven into the
ground, and covered with branches of trees or reeds. They lie on the
floor either on mats or the fkins of wild beafts. 'Their difhes are of
timber; but their fpoons are made of the fkulls of wild oxen, and their
knives of flint. A kettle and a large plate conftitute almoft all the
whole utenfils of the family. Their diet confifts chiefly in what they
procure by huntmg, and fagamite, or pottage, is likewife one of their
moft common kinds of food. The moft honourable furnitare amongft
them is_the fcalps of their .enemies; with thofe they ornament their
huts, which are eﬁeemed in preportion to the number of this fort of
{poils.

‘The charatter of the Indians is altogether fonnded upon their circom-
ftances and way of life. A peeple who are conftantly employed in pro-
curing the means of a precarious fubfiftence, who live by hunting the
wild animals, and who are generally engaged in war with their neigh-

* bours, cannot be fappofed to enjoy much gaiety of temper, or a high
flow of fpirits, The Indians therefore are in general grave even to fad-
nefs ; ‘they have nothing of that giddy vivacity peculiar to fomé nations
pf Europe, and they defprc ity Their behaviour to thofe about them is

: 3 : xegulax;
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regulaf, modeft, and refpeéful. Ignorant of the arts of amufement, of
which that of faying trifles agreeably is one of the moft confiderable,
they never fpeak but when they have fomething important to obferve ;
and all their aiions, words, and even looks, are attended with fome
meaning. 'This is extremely natural to men who are almoft continually
cxjgaged in purfuits which to them are of the hig;:lc& impertance,
Their fubfiftence depends entirely on what they procure with their
hands; and their lives, their honour, and every thing dear to them, may
be loft by the fmalleft inattention to the defigns qf their enemies. As
they have no particular objeét to attach them to one place rather than
another, they fly wherever they expe(t to find the necefTar’ies of lifein
greateft abundance.  Cities, which are the effeéts of agriculture and arts,
they have none. 'The different tribes or nations are for the fame reafon
extremely {mall, when compared with civilized focieties, in which in-
duftry, arts, agriculture, and commerce, have united 2 vaft number of
individuals, whom a complicated luxury renders ufeful to one another,
Thefe {fmall tribes live at an immenfe diftance; they are feparated by a

. defert frontier, and hid in the bofom of impenetrable and almoft bound-
lefs forefts. _

GoverNMENT. There is eftablifhed in each fociety a certain {pecies of
government, which over the whole continent of America prevails with ex-
ceeding little variation; becaufe over the whole of this continent the man-
ners and wiy of life are nearly fimilar and uniform. Without arts, riches,

.or loxury, the great infiruments of {ubjetion in polifhed focieties, an
American has no method by which he can render himfelf confiderable
among his companions, but by fuperiority in perfonal qualities of body
or mind. But as Nature has not been very lavifh in her perfonal dif-
tinCtions, where all enjoy the fame education, all areé pretty much eqixal,
and will defire to remain fo. Liberty, therefore, is the prevailing paf*
fion of the Americans; and their government under the influence of this

fentiment, is better fecured than by the wifeft political regulations.

They are very far, however, from defpifing all fort of authority ; they’
- are attentive to the voice of wifdom, which experience has conferred
on the aged, and they inlift under the banners of the chief in whofe valour
and military addrefs they have learned to repofe the_ir confidence. In
‘ every fociety, therefore, there is to be confidered the power of the chief
and of the elders;, and according as the government inclines more to
the pne or to the other, it may be regarded as monarchical, orasa
fpecies of ariftacracy. Among thofe tribes which are moft engaged in
- war, the power of the chief is naturally predominant ; becaufe the idea

of having 2 military leader was the-firft {ource of his fuperiority, and’

the
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the continual exigencies of the ftate requiring fuch a leader, will cono
tinue to fupport, and even to enhance it. His power, however, is rather
-perfuafive than coercive ; he is reverenced as a father, rather than feared
asamonarch. He has no guards, no prifons, no officers of juftice,, and
one alt of ill-judged violence would pull him from the throne. The
elders, in the other form of government, which may be confidered as an
ariftocracy, have no more power. In fome tribes, indeed, there are:a kind
of hereditary nobility, whofe Ifluence being conftantly augmented by
time, is more confiderable. But this fource of power, which depends
c!ueﬂy on the imagination, by which we annex to the merit of our con-
temporaries that of their forefathers, is too refined to be very common
“among the natives of America. In moft countries, therefore, age alone
s fufficient for acquiring refpe&, influence, and authority. Itis age

_ which teaches experience, and experience is the only fource of knowledge

im.cng 2 harbarous people. Among thofe perfons bufinefs is conducted
with the utmoft fimplicity, and which may recal to thofe: who are ac-
iplaint(fd with antiquity a picture of the moft early ages. The heads of fa-
milies meet together in a houfe or cabin appointed for the purpofe.
Here the bufinefs is difcufled; and here thofe of the nation, diftin-

guithed for their eloquence or wifdom, have an-opportunity of difplay-

ing thofe-talents. ¥Their oratars, like thofe of Homer, exprefs thém-
felves in a bold figurative ftyle, ﬁrdnoer than refjned, or rather {oftened,;
nations can well bear, and with geftures equally violent, but often ex-
-tremely natural and expreffive. When the bufinefs is over; and they
bappen to be well provided with food, they appoint a feaft upon the oc-
cafion, of which almoft the whole nation partakes. The feaft is ac-

companied with a fong, in which the real or fabulous exploits- of their '

forefathers are celebrated. They have dances too, though, like thofe
of the Greeksand Romans, chiefly of the mxlxtary kind ; and their mufic

" and dancing accompany every feaft.

To affift their mcmory, they have belts of {mall fhclls, or beads, of
different colours, each reprefenting a particular obje, which is marked
by their colour and arrangement. " At the conclufion of every fubject
on which they difcourfe, when they treat with a foreign ftate, they de-
liver one of thofe belts; for if this ceremony fhould be omitted, all that
they. have faid pafles for nothing. Thofe belts are carefully depofited
in.each town, as the public records of the nation; and to them they oc+
cafionally have recourfe, when any public conteff happens with a neigh-
bouring tribe, Of late, as the materials of whick thofe belts are made
have become {carce, they often give fome fkin in place of the wampem

'(ch. name of the beads), and receive in retusn prefents of a more va-
luable
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wable kind from otr qommimongrs ; for they never confider a treaty as
of any weight, unlefs evety article in it ba ratified by fuch a gfatiﬁcai—
tion. ' . _

T often happens, that thofe diﬁ’e{ent tribes or nations, fcattered as
they are at an immenfe diftance from one another, meet in their excur-
fions after prey.  If their fubfifts no animofity between them, which

feldom is the cafe, they behave in the moft friendly and courtecus man-
ner; but if they happen to be in a flate of war, or if thers I25 been no

previous intercourfe between them, all who are not friends are deemed

enemies, and they fight with the moft favage fury. _ »

- War, if we except ﬁﬁnting; is the only employment of the men; as to
every other éoncern, énd even the little agriculture they enjoy, it is left
to the women. Theirmoft common motive for entering into war, when
it docs not arife from an accidental rencounter or interference, is either
to revenge themfelves for the death of fome loft friends, or to acquire
[;:rifoners, who may aflit them in their huating, and whom they adopt
into their fociety. . Thefc wars are either undertaken by fome.private
adventurers, or at the inftance of the whole community. In the latter
cale, all the young men who are difpofed to.go out to battle (for no

‘one is compelled contrary to his inclination), give a bit of woed to:

the chief, as a token of their defign to accompany him; for cvery thing
among thofe people is tranfacted with a great deal of cersmony and
many forms. The chief who is to condu@ them fafts feveral days,

. during which he converfes with no one, and is particularly careful to

obferve his dreams; which the prefumption naturdl to {avages gene-
tally renders as fax‘ourab;c as he could defire. :A;vériety of other fu~
perftitions and ceremonies are obferved. One of .the moft hideous.is
fetring the war-kettle on the fire, as an emblem that they afe going out
to devour their epemies; which among fome nations muft formerly
have been the cafe, fince they ftill continue to exprefs it in clear terms,
and vfé 2n emblem fignificant of the ancient ufage. " Then they difpatch
é porcelane, or large fliell, to their allies, inviting them to come along,
and drink the blood of their enemies. sze’){ think that thofe in their
alliance 'muft riot only adopt their enmities, but have their refentment
wonnd up to the fame pitch with themfelves. And indeed ro people
carry their friendfhip or their refentment fo far as they do; and thisis

“what fhould be expeted from their peculiar circum@ances: that prin-

¢iple in himan natnre which 1is the {pring of the focial a&'e&ioﬁs; alts
with fo much the greater force’ the more it is reftained. The Ameria
cans, ‘who live in fmall focieties, who fee few objets an] few perfons,
become wonderfully attached to thofe objeéts 2nd perfons, and camnot
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be deprived of them without feeling themfelves miferable. ‘Their ideas
are too confined to enable them to entertain juft fentiments of humanity,
or univerfal benevolence. "But this very.circumftance, while it makes
them cruel and favage to an incredible degree towards thofe with whom
they are at war, adds a new force to their particular friendfhips, and to
the common tie which unites the members of the fame tribe, or of thofe
different tribes which are in alliance with one another. Without at-
‘tending to this refle@tion, fome faéts we are going to relate would excite
our wonder without informing our rea{on, ‘and we fhould be bewildered
in a number of pamculars, feemingly oppoi' ite to one another, without
being fenfible of the general caufe from whxch 1 they proceed.

. —-Having finifhed all the ceremonies previous to the war, and the day
apgomted for thexr Aetting ont on the expedition being arrived, they

; : ncnds, and exchange -their clothes, or whatever
moveables they have, in token of mutual friendfhip; after which they

procced from the town, their wives and female relations walking before,
“and attending them to fome diftance. The warriors march all drefled

in their fineft a}{parel and moft fhowy ormaments, without any order.
‘The chief walks flowly before them, finging the war-fong, while the
reft obferve the moft profound filence. When they come up to their
women, they deliver them all their finery, and putting on their worft
clothes, proceed on their expedition.

Every nation has its peculiar enfign or ftandard, which is generaily
fome beaft, bird, or ith. Thofe among the Five Nations are the bear,

otter, wolf, tortoife, and eagle; and by thefe names the tribes are ufually

diftinguifhed. They have the figures of thofe. animals pricked and

ainted on feveral parts of their bodies; and when they march through
the woods, they commonly,. at every encampment, cut the reprefentation
of their enfign on trees, efpecially after a fuccefsful campaign : marking

at the fame time the number of fealps or prifoners they have taken.

‘Their military drefs is extremely fingular. They cut off or pull out all
their hair, except a fpot about the breadth of two Englith crown-pieces,
zear the top of their heads, and entirely deftroy their eye-brows. The
lock left upon their heads is divided into feveral parcels, each of which
Is ﬁn’fened ard adorned with wampum, beads, and feathess of various
kinds, the whole being twifted into a form much refembling the modern
pompoon. Their ‘heads are painted red down to the cye-brows, and
dprinkled over with white down. The gritles of their ears are fplit
almoft quite round, and diftended with wires or fplinters {o as to meet
and tie together on the nape of the neck. Thefe are dlfo i hung with or-

paments, and generally be,a; the reprefentation of fon\le bird or beaft.

" Their
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nity, Pheir nofes dre likewife bored and hung with trinkets of beads, and
1akes their faces painted with various colours fo as to make an awful appear-
“hom ance. 'Their breafts are adorned with a gorget or medal, of brafs,
1to copper, or fome other metal ; and that dreadful Weapon the fcalp_ingf
“hofe knife hangs by a ftring from their neck. T
t at- The great qualities in an Indian war are vigilancer and attention, to
xcite give and to avoid a furprife; and‘indeed» in thefe they are fuperior to all
ered _ nations in the world.- Accuftomed to continual wandering in the fo-
hout tefts, having their perceptions fharpened by keen neceffity, and living
: in every refpect according to nature, their external fenfes have a degree
day of acutenefs which at firft view appears incredible. 'They can trace out
‘hey their enemies at an immenfe diftance by the fmoke of their fires, which
-ver they finell, and by the tracks of their feet on the ground, impercep-
hey -tible to an European eye, but which they can count and diftinguith with
re; the utmoft facility. They can even diftinguith the different nations
fled with whom they are acquainted, -and can determine the precife time
ler. when they paffed, where an Eutopean could not, with all his glafles,
the diftinguifh footfteps at all. Thefe circumftances, however, are of fmall
2eir importance, becaufe their ¢nemies are no lefs acquainted with them.
arft When they go out, therefore, they take care to avoid making ufe of any
thing by which they might run the danger of a difcovery. 'They light
iy no fire to warm themfelves or to prepare their vi€tuals: they lie clofe to
an the ground all-the day, and travel only in the night; and marching
Ly alonig in files, he that clofes the rear diligently covers with leaves the
nd tralls of his own feet and of theirs who preceded him. When they halt
gh to refreth themfelves, fcouts are fent out to reconnoitre the country and
on beat up every place where they fufpe& an enemy to lie concealed. In
ng this mariner they enter unawares the villages of their foes ; amd while the
e -flower of the nation are engaged in hunting; maffacre all the children,
=1 women, and helplefs old men, ‘or make prifoners of as rhany as they can
5 manage, or have ftrength enough to be ufeful to their nation. But®
e when the enemy is apprifed of their defign, and coming on_in arms
h againft them, they throw themfelves flat on the ground among the with-
- ered herbs and leaves, which their faces are painted to refemble. Then
o they allow a part to pafs unmolefted, when all at once, with a tremen=
‘i dous fhout; rifing up from their ambufh, they pour  ftorm of mufket-
% bullets on their foes. The party attacked returns the fame cry. Every
:t ~ one thelters himfelf with a tree, and returns the fire of the adverfe
- party, as{oon as they raife themfelves from the ground to give a fecond
i fire. Thus does the battlé continue until the one party is fo ‘much

‘weakened as to b incapable of farther refiftance, But if the force on
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- approach in a melancholy and fevere gloom to their own v1’lage a mef-

. me ; adopt the captive 1.40 the famﬂy,aof which he bccome$ a member..
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ﬂde continues ncarf cqual, the fierce fpirits of the famves, mﬁarred by
the lofs of thexr friends, can mo longer be reftrained. They abandon
their diftant war, they ruth upon one another with clubs and hatchets in
their hands, magnifying theit‘ownvcou_rage, and infulting their enemies
with the bittereft reproaches. A cruel combat enfues, death appears in
a thoufand hideous forms, which would congeal the bloed of civilized
nations to behold, but which rcufe the fury of favages. 'They trample,
they infult over the dead bodies, tearing the fcalp from the head, wal-
lowing in their blood like wild beafls, and fometimes devourmg their
ficth. . The flame rages on till it mgets with-no refiftance ; then the pri-
foners are fecured, thofﬂ unhappy men, whofe fate is a thoufand times
more dreadful than theirs who have died in the field. The conquerori
fet up a hideous howling' to lament the friends they have lof. .They

fenger is fent to announce their arrival, and the women, with fnght
ﬂ'meks, come out to mourn their dead brothers or their hufbands. Vvhcn :
they are arrived, the chief relates in‘a low voice to the elders, a circum-
ftantial account of every particular of the expedition. The orator pro-
claims aloud this account to the people; and as he mentions the na‘mes
of thofe who have fallen, the fhrieks of the women are redoubled. The
men too join in thefe cries, according as each is moft connected with the
deceafed by blood or friendthip.  The laft ceremony is the proclama~
ticn of the viCtory ; each.individual then forgets his private misfortunes,
and joins in the triumph of the nation; all tears are wiped -from their
eyes, and by an unaccountable tranfiricn, they pafs in a moment from
the bitternefs of forrow to an extravagance of joy. But the treatment
of the prifoners, whofe fate all this time remains undecided, 1s what
chiefly charaterifes the favagcs.

We have aiready mentioned the frength of their affections or refent-
ments. United as thev are in {mall foci 1et‘c<, conne&edwx:hm them-
felves by the firmeft ties, their friendly affections, which glow with the
moft intenfefvarmth within the walls of their own village, feldom ex-
tend beyond them. They feel notﬁxng for the enemies of their nation ; H c g
ar*d their refentment is eafily extended from the individual who has in-
jured them to all others of the fame tribe. . The prifoners, who have
themfelves the fame feclings, kaow the intentions of their conquerors,
2nd are prepared for them. ' The perfon who has taken the captive ats
tends him to the cottage, where, according to the dx&nbunon made by,
t}~e e,ders, he is to be delivered to fupply the lofs of a citizen. If thofe
receive him have their famﬂy’ weakened by war or other acctdentsa

But
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Bat if they have no occafion for him, or their refentment for the lofs
of their friends be too high to endure the fight of any conne@ed with

thofe who were concerned in it, they fentence him to death. All thofe
who have met with the fame fevere fentence being colle@ed, the whole -

sation is affembled at the execution, as for fome great‘folemnity. A
feaffold is erected, and the prifoners are tied to the flake, where . they
commence their dcatﬂ-fong, ‘and prepare for the enft uing fcene of cruelty
with the moft undaunted courage. Theéir enemics, on the other fide,
are determined to put it to the proof, by the moft refined and exquifité
tortures. ‘They begin at the extremity -of his body, and gradually ép.

proach the more vital parts. One plucks ‘out his nails by the roots, -

one by one;“ another takes a finger into his mouth, and tears off the flefh
- with his teeth; a third thrufts the finger, mangled as it is, into the bowl

“ofa pipe made red-hot, which ke fmokes like tobacco ; then they pound
his toes and fingers to pieces between two ftones ; they cut circles about
his joints, and gathes in the flethy parts of his limbs, which they fear im-
mediately: with red-hot irons, cutting, burfmng, and pinching them alter-
nately ; they pull off this fleth, thus mangled and roafted, bit by bit,
devouring it with greedinefs, and {mearing their faces with the blood
in an enthufiafi of horror and fury. When they have thus torn off the
- flefh, they twift the bare nerves and tendons about an iron, tearing and
fnapping them, whilft others are employed in pulling and extending their
fimbs in every way that can increafe the torment. This continues ofter
five or fix hours; and fometimes, fuch 1s the ftrength of the favige, days

together. - Then they frequently . unbind him, to give a breathing to

- their fary, and to think what new torments they” fhall infli®, and to
::cfrefh the ftrength of the fufferer, who, wearied out with fuch a va-
riety of usheard-of torments, often falls into fo profound a fleep, that
they are obliged to apply the fire to awake him, and renew kis fuffer-
ings. He is again faftened to the ftake, und again they renew their
ciaelty 5 they ftick Rim all over with fmal} gatchés of wood that eaﬁ!j
takes fire, but burns flowly ; they continually run fharp reeds into every
part of his body ; they drag out his teeth with pincers, and thruft out
vhisrcyes; and lz_nffly, after Having burned his fleth from the bones with
{flow fires ; after having fo mangled the body that it is all but one
_ivound; after having mutilated his face in fuch a manner as to carry
nothing human in jt ; after‘having peeled the fkin from the head, and
poured a heap of red-hot coals or boiling water on the naked fkull—
they once more unbind the wretch; who, blind, and ftaggering with
- pain and weaknefs, affaplted and pelted upon every fide with clubs and
Iﬁ‘olnes, 20w up,” now down, falling :'n!to their fires at every ftep, runs

i 3, AT D : B hither
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hither and thither, until one of the chiefs, whether out of compaffion, or

weary of crue]ty, puts an end to his life with a club or dagger.A The .

body is then put intoa kettle, and this barbarous employment is fucceed-
ed by a feaft as barbarous,

"The women, forgetting the human as well as the female nature, and
eransformed into fomething worfe than furies, even outdo the men in
this fcene of horror; while the principal perfons of the country fit

round the ftake, fmoaking and looking on without the leaft emotion,

‘What is moft extraordinary, the fufferer himfelf, in’the little intervals

of his torments; fmokes toe, 2ppears unconcerned, and converfps ‘with ~

his torturers about indifferent matters. Indeed, during the whole time
of his execution, there feems a conteft which fhall exceed, they in in-

fliting the moft horrid pains, or he in enduring them with a ﬁrmnefs

and conftancy almoft above human: not a groan, not a figh, not a dif-
tortion of countenance efcapes him; he poflefies his mind entirely in
the midft of his torments; ke recounts his Ovvn.exploits;'htz inforas
them what cruelties he has infli¢ted upon their countrymen, and threat-
;nsntheg,n with the revenge that will attend his death ; and, though his
reproaches exafperate them to a perfe@ madnefs of rage and’ fury, he
continues his infults even cf their ignorance of the art of tormenting,

" pointing out himfelf more cxquifite methods, and more fenfible parts of

the body to be aflicted. The women have this part of courage as well
as the men; and it is as rare for an. Indian to behave othefwife as it
would be for any European to fuffer asan Indian. Such is the wonderful
power of an early inflitution, and a ferocious thirft of glory. < I am
brave and intrepid (€xclaims the favage in the face of his tormentors);
I do not fear death, nor zniy kind of tortures ; thofe who fear them are
cowards ; they are lefs than women; life is nothing to thofe that have
courage : May my encmies be confounded with defpair and rage! Oh'!
that I could devour them, and drink their blood to the laft drop.” -

. But neither the intrepidity en one fide, nor the inflexibility on the.’
- other, are among themfelves matter of aftonithment : for vengeance, and

- fortitude in the midft of tarment, are duties which they ‘confider as
facred; they are the effeéts of their earlieft education, and depend upon

principles-inftilied into them fram their infancy. On all other occafions

they are humane-and compaffionate. Nothing can exceed the warmth-
of tljeir -affeétion towards their friends, who confift of all thofe- who live-
in the fame-village, or are in alliance with it : among thefe all things are. .

common ; and this, though it may in part arife from their not poflefling

vexy diftin€ notions of feparate property, is chiefly to be attributed t0..

th ﬁrcn«th of their attachment ; becauf¢ in gvery thing elfe, with the;r.
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) OF AMERICA, . le3.
lives as weﬂ;as their \faﬁﬁhwthey—neﬁeady to ferve their friends,
*Their houfes, their provifions, even their young women, are not enough
o oB}ige agueft. Has any one of thefe fucceeded ill in his hunting 2
Has his harveft failed ? or is his horfe burned ? He feels no other effe
of fis misfortunes, than that it gives him an Opportunity to experience
the benevolence and regard of his fellow-citizens. On the other hand,
to the enemies of his country, or to thofe who have privately offended,
the American is implacable. He conceals his fentiments, he appears re-
e(;nciled, until by fome treachery or furprife he has an opportunity of.

| executing an horrible revenge.  No length of time is fufficient to allay

 his refectment ; no diftance of place great enough to protect the objed ;
he’ croffes the fecpeft mountains, he pierces the. moft impra&icable
forefts, and traverfes the moft hideous, bogs -and defarts for feveral
hundreds of miles; bearing the inclemency of the feafons, the fatigue
of the ekpedition, the extremes of hunger and thirﬁ, with patience and
cheerfulnefs, in hopes of farprifing his enemy; on whom he exercifes the
moft fhocking barbagit‘les, even to the eating of his fleth. To fuch ex-

tremes do the Indians puth their friendthip or their enmity ; and fiich

indeed, in general, is the chara@er of all ftrong and ancultivated minds,
But what we have faid refpeQting the Indians would be a faint picture, °

did we omit obferving the force of their friendfhip, which principally
appears by the treatment of their dead. When any one of the fociety

s cut off, he is lamented by the whole : on this occafion a thoufand. -

ceremoies are pra@ifed, denoting the moft lively forrow. No bufinefs
is tranfatted, however prefling,_ till all the pious ceremonies due to the.
dead are performed. ‘The body: is wathed, anointed, and Ppainted.
Then the women lament the lofs with hideous howlings, intermixed
with fongs which celebrate the great ations of the deceafed and his an-
ceftors, The men mourn in alefs extrayagant mannet. The whole
- village is prefeat at the interment, and the corpfe is habited in their-
. moft fumptuous omaments. Clofe to the body of'the defun@ are placed

his bows and arrows, with whatever he valoed moft iz his life, and 2 -

quantity of provifion for his fubfiftence on the journey which he is fup.
pofed to take. This folemnity, like every other, is attended with feaft-
ing. ‘The funeral being ended, the relations of the deceafed confine ,

After an interval of fome weeks they vifit the grave, repeat their for.

Tow, new clothe the renjains of the.body, and act over again al the fa-

lemnities of the funeral, S L
~ Amon the various tokens of their regard for their deceafed friends,

the méﬁ_"'t‘gmarkéble is what they call the feaf of i3 dead, or the Feaft
PR N P “ : - . ) 0}€
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ef fozls. 'The day for this ceremony is appointed in the council of thei?
chiéfs, who give orders for every thing which may enable them to cele-
brate it with pomp and magnificence ; and the neighbouring nations are
invited to partake of the entertainment. At this time, all who have,
died fince the preceding feaft of the kind are taken out of their _graves,
Even thofe who have been interred at the greateft diftance from the vil:
lages are diligently fought for, and conduéted to this rendezvous of the
dead, which exhibits a fcene of horror beyond the power of defcrip-
tion. When the feaft is concluded, the bodies are drefled in the fineft
fkins which can be procured, and after being expofed for fome time in
this pomp, are again committed to the earth with great folemnity, which
is fucceeded by funeral games.

Their tafte for war, which forms the chief moredxent in thexr charac-
ter, gives a ftrong bias to their religion. Arefkcui, or the god of battle,
is revered as the great god of the Indians. Him they invoke before they
gointo the field ; and according as hxs difpofition is more or lefs favour-
able to them, they conelude they will be more or lefs fuccefsful. Some
nations worfhip the fun and moon ; among ,others there are a number of
traditions, relative to the creation of themiorld and the hiftory of the
gods: traditions which refemble the Grecian fables, but which are &1}
more abfurd and inconfiftent.. But religion is not the prevailing charae-
ter of the Indians; and except when they have fome immediate occafio:
for the afit ance of their gods, they pay them no fort of w orfhip. Like
all rude nations, -however, they are ftrongly additted to fuperftition.
'I'h.y believe in the exiftence of 2 number of good and bad -genii or
fpirits, who interfere in the affairs of mortals, and produce all our hap-
pinefs or mifery. It is from the evil genil, in particular, that our difeafes
proceed ; and it is to the good genii we are indebted for a cure.. The
minifters of the genii are the jugglers, who are alfo the only phyficians
among the favages. Thefe jugglers are fuppofed to be infpired by the
good genii, moft’ commonly in their dreams, with the knowledge of
future events ; they are called in to the affiftance of the fick, and zre
fuppofed to be informed by the genii whether they will get over the
difcafe, and in.what way they muft be treated. But thefe fpirits are
extremely fimple in their fyftem of phyfic, and, in almoft every difea%,
direét the juggler to the fame remedy. The patient .is inclofed in a
narrow cabin, in the midft of which is a ftone red-hot; on this they
throw water, until he is well foaked with the warm vapour and his own
fweat. 'Then they hurry him from this bagrio, and plunge him fud-
denly into the next river. This coarfe method, which cofts- many their
iives, of'tenpcxforms very extraordinary cures.  ‘The jugglers have like-

. wife'
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wife the ufe of fome fpecifics'of wonderful efficacy ; and all the favages
are dexterous in curing wounds by the application of herbs.  But the
* power of thefe remedies is alw: ays attributed to the- magical ceremonies

with which they are adminiftered.

Though the women generally bear the laborieus part of dome"ac )

economy, their condition is far from bemg fo ﬂavxfh as it appears. On
the contrary, the greateft refpect is paid by the men to the female fex.
The womien even hold their councils, and have their fhare in ail delibe~
. rations which concern the ftate. Polygamy is practifed by fome nations,
but is nof,general In moft, they content themfelves with one wife;
but a divorce is admitted in cafe of adultery. No nation of the Ame-
ricans is without a ‘regular marriage, in which there are many ceremo-
nies; the principal of which is, the bride’s prefenting the bndegroom
with a plate of their com. The women, though before incontinent,
are remarkable for chaftity after marriage.

Liberty, in its full extent, being the darling paffion of the Indians,
their education is direGted in fuch a'manner as to cherifh this difpofition

to the utmoft. Henge children are never upon any account chaftifed -
with blows, and they are feldom even reprimanded. Reafon, they fay, ’

will guide their children when they come fo the ufe of it, and before
that time their faults cannot be very great: ‘but blows might damp

their free and martial fpirit, by the habit of a flavifh motive to ation. -

~ When grown up, they experience nothing like command, d’ependgnce,
j or fubordination ; even ftrong perfuafion . is induftrioufly with-held by
- thofe who have infiuence amonz them.—No man s held in great efteem,

| ualefs he has increafed the firength of his country with a captive, of -

adorned his hut with a fcalp of one of Lis enemies.
Controverfies among the Indians are few, and quickly decided. When
any criminal matter is fo flagrant as to become a national concern, it is

‘brought under the jurifdiQion of the great council; but in ordmary’

cafes, the crime is either revenged or compromifed by the parties con-
cerned.  If a murder be committed, the family which has loft a rela~
. tion. prepares to retaliate on that of the offender. They often kill the
murderer; and when this happens, the kindred of the latt perfon flaia
Jook upon themfelves ta be as much injured, and to have the fame right
to vengeance as the other party. In general, however, the offender ab-
- fents himfelf; the friends fend compliments of condolence to thofe of
the perfon that has been murdered. The head of the family at length

appears with a number of prefents, the delivery of which he accompa-
‘nies with a formal fpeech. The whole ends, as ufual, in mutual feaft-
 ings, fongs, and dances, If the murder is committed by one of the

No, II, P fame
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" latter punith adultery in a woman by cutting off her hair, which they

.membrance to that time, a period of at leaft 232 years. The man who

Fsom all ferious thought and employmcnt, joined alfo with the robuft
~_texture -and conformation of their bodily organs. If the Indians did -
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{ame family or ¢abin, that cabin has the full right of Judgment within
itfelf, either to punith the guilty with déath, or to pardon him, or to
oblige him to give fome fecompence to the wife or children of the flain,
Inftances of* fuch a crime, however, very feldom happen ; for their at. .
tachment to thofe of the fame family is remarkably ftrong, and is faid to
produce fuch fnendfhxps as miay vie with the moft celebrated in fabulous

antiquity. :
Such, in general, are the manners and cuftoms of the Indxan nations;

but every tribe has fomething peculiar to itfelf. Among the H_urons'
and Natchez, the dignity of the chief is hereditary, and .the right of
fucceffion in the female line. When this happens to be. extin®, the
toft refpe@able matron of the tribe makes choice of whom fhe pleafe;
to fucceed.

The Cherokees are governed by feveral i%chems or chiefs, elected by
the different vﬂlages, as are alfo the Creeks and Chaﬁaws. The two

TIMM | e

will not fuffer to grow till the corn is ripe the next feafon; but the
1llinois, for the fame crime, cut off the womens nofes and ears.

The Indians on the lakes are formed.into a fort of empire; and the
emperot is eleGed from the eldeﬂ tribe, which is that of the Ottowa-
waws. He has the greateft authority of any chief that has appeared on
the continent fince our acquaintance withit. A few years ago, the
perfon who held this rank formed a defign of uniting all the Frdize
mations under his {overeignty ; but he mifcarried in the attempt.

In general, the Armerican Indians live to a great age, although it is
not poffible to know from themfelves the exat number of their years.
It was afked of an Indian, who appeared to’be extremely old, what age
he was-of ?- T am above twenty, was his reply, Upon putting ithe quef-
tionjn a diferent form, by reminding him of certain circumftances in
former times, My machu, faid he, fpoke to me when I was young of the
Incas; and he had feen thefe princes. According to this reply, there
suft have elapfed, from the date of his machu’s (his grandfatlier’s) re-

made this reply appeared to be 120 years of age: for, befides the
whitenefs of his hair and beard, his body was almoft beat to the ground;

without, however, {howmg any other marks of debility. or fufferings
This*happened in- 1764. This longevity, attended in genera] with un-
interrupted health, is probably the confequence in part of their vacancy

not deftroy one aaother n thcz.-almoﬁ parpcmal wars, and if their
: ‘Rabits



- , OF AMERICA. ' . 107
hbats of intoxication were not fo univerfal and incurable, they would
be, of all the races of men who inhabit the globe, the moft likely to

- prolong, not only the bounds, but the enjoyments, of animal Jife to their
utmoft durauon.

Let us now attend to other px&ures which have been gwen of the
oaboriginal inhabitants of the New World, The vices and defe@s of the
American Indians have by feveral writers been moft unaccountably ag-

grarated, and every virtue and good quality denied" them. Their

) cruelues _have been already defcribed and accounted for. The follow-

ing anecdote of an Algonquin woman we find adduced as a remarkablé *

proof of their innate thirft of blood. That nation being at war thh
the Iroquojs, the happened—% be made prifoner, and was carried to one
‘of the villages belongmo to them. - Here fhe was ftripped naked, and
her hands andfeet bouniwnt}frcpes in one of their cabins.  In this con-
- dition fhe remained ten days, the favages flecping round her every night.
‘The eleventh night, while they were afleep, fhe found meansto difengage
- one of her hands, - with which fhe immediately freed. herfelf from the
ropes, and went to the door. Though fhe had now an opportunity of
‘efcaping unpercexved, her rev engeful temper could not let flip fo fave.re
able an opportunity” of killing one of her enemjes. The attempt was

manifeftly at the hazard of her own life; yet, fnatching up a hatchet, -
the killed the favage that lay next her; and, fpringing out of the cabin, .

cqnce:.led herfelf in a hollow tree which fhe had obferved the day before.
The grons of the dying perfon foon alarmed the other{avages, and the

young ones immediately fet out in purfuit of her.—Perceiving from her _ rb :

. 'tree, that they all directed their courfe one way; and that no favage was

near her, the left her fanétuary, and, flying by an oppofite dite@ion, ran -

into a foreft without being perceived.. - The fecond day after this hap-
penéd, ‘her footfteps were difcovered, and they purfued her with fuch
expedition, that the third day the difcovered her enemies at her heels.
Upon this fhe threw herfelf into a pond of water; and, diving among
fome weeds and bulrufhes, fhe could juft breathe above water without
being perceived.  Her purfuers, after makmg theé moft dxhgent fearch,
throuah woods and’ defarts, wuhout any other {uﬁenanee than roots and
wild bemes When fhe came to the river St. Lawrence, fhe made with
her own hands a kind of a wicker raft, on which fhe croﬁ'ed it, - As fhe

went by the French fort Trms Rivieres, without well knowing where '

fhe was, the percexved a canoe full of favages; and, fearmg they nnght
be Iroquoxs, ran again into the woods, where fhe remained ull funfet,—

Connnumg her courfe, foon, after fhe faw T:oxs Rivieres; and was then
P2 ' “difcovered
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difcovered by a party whom fhe knew to be Hurons, a natien in alliance
with the Algonquins. Ske then fquatted down behind a bufh, calling

out to them that the was not in-a condition to be feen, becaufe the was
‘naked. They immediately threw her a blanket, and then conduted her

to the fort, where fhe recounted her ftory.

Perfonal courage has been denied them. 1In proof of their puﬁllam.
mity, the following incidents are quoted from- Charlevoix by Lord
Kames, in his fketches of the Hiftory of Man. ¢ The fort de Vercheres
in Canada, belongmg to ther French, was, m the year 16g0, attacked by
fome Iroquois. They approached filently, preparing to fcale the pali-
fade, when fome mufket fhot made them retire. Advancing a fecond
time, they were again repulfed, wondering that they could diicover none.
but a woman, who was feen every where. This was Madame de Ver.
cheres, who appeared as refolute as if fupported by a numerous garrifon.,

"The hopes of ftorming a place without men to defend it occafioned re- .

iterated attacks. After two days fiege, they retired, fearing to be-in-
tercepted in their retreat. Two years after, a party of the fame nation
appeared before the fort fo unexp»&edly, that a gird of fourteen, daughter
of 'the proprietor, had but time to fhut the gate. With the .young
woman there was not a foul but one raw foldier. She fhowed herfelf
with her affiftant, fometimes in one place and fometimes in another;

changing her.drefs frequently, in order to give fome appearance of 3
garrifon; and always fired opportunely. The faint-hearted Iroquois
decamped without fuccefs.”

"There is no infrance, it is faid, either of a fingle Indian facing an in-
dividual of any other nation in fair and open combat, or of their Jjoindy
venturirg to try the fate of battle with an'equal number of any foes.
Even with the greateft fuperiority of mbers they dare not meet an

, open attack. Yet, notwithftanding t want of courage, they are ftill

formidable ; nay, it “has been known, that a fmall party of them has
routed a much fupenor body of regular troops but this can only hap-
pen when they have furprifed them in the faftnefles of their forefts,
where the covert of the wood may conceal them until they take theis
aim with their utmoft certainty. After one fuch difcharge they imme-
diately retreat, without leaving the fmalleft trace of their route. It may

'eaﬁly be {uppofed, that an onfet of this kind muft produce confufion

even among the fteadieft troops, when they can neither know the number
of their enemies, nor perceive the place where they he in Ambu{h.
Perfidy combinel with cruelty has been alfo made a part of their

Achara&cr. Don Ulloa relates, That the Indians of the country. callcd

Hatches, in Louifiana, laid a plot of maffacring in one mght every indi-
. vidual

Y

B



1 R

k]
OF AMERICA. . 109
vidual belonging to the French colony eftablithed there, ‘This plot

¢hat fubfifted between them and thefe European neighbours, Such was
the fecrecy which they obferved, that no perfon had the leaft fufpicion of

. their defign until the blow was ftruck, One Frenchman alone efcaped,

by favour of the darknefs, to relate the difafter of his countrymen.
The compaffion of a female Indian contributed alfo in fome meafure to
his exemption from the general maffacre. 'The tribe of Natches had in-

vited the Indians of other ceuntries, even to a confiderable dzﬁance, to -
join in the fame confpiracy. The day, or rather the night, was fixed,

on which they were to make an united attack on the French colonifts.

It was intimated by fending a parcel of rods, more or Jefs numerous ac-.

cording to the local diftance of each tribe, wish an m;un&zon to abfira&
one rod daily ; the day on which the laft fell to'be taken away being
that fixed for the execution of their plan, The women were partners of
the bloody fecret. The parcels of rodsteing thu; diftributed, that be-

longing to the tribe of Natches happened to remain in the cuftody of a '

female. This woman, either moved by her own feelings of compaffion,
or by the commiferation exprefled by her female acquaintances in the
view of the propofed fcene of bloodfhed, abfirafied one day three or
four of the rods, and thus anticipated the term of her tribe’s proceedma
to the execution of the general confpiracy. The confequence of this
was, that the Natches were the only ators in this carnage; their diftant
affociates having ftill feveral rods remaining at the time when the former
made the attack, An opportunity was thereby given to the colonifts in

 thofe quarters to take meafures for their defence, and for preventing &

more extenfive execution of the defign. = - .

Tt was by confpiracies fimilar to this that the Ind;a.ns of the province of

Macas, in the  kingdom of Quito, deftroyed the opulent city of Log-
10ZN0, the colony of Guambaya, and its capital Sevilla del Oro; and
that fo completely, that it is no longer known in what place thefe fettle-
ments exifted, or where that abundance of gold was found from which

 the laft-mentioned city took the addition to its name. Like ravages

have been commitied upon Plmperiale in Chili, the colonies of the
Miflions of Chuncas; thofe of Darien in Terra Firma, and many other
places, which have afforded fcenes of this barbarous ferocity. " Thefe

confpxracxes are always carried on in the fame manner. "The fecret is

inviolably kept, the aftors affemble at the precxfe hour appointed, and
every individual is animated w1th the fame fanguinary purpofés. The
males that fall into their hands are put to death with every fhocking
oucumﬁance that can be fn‘ggeﬁcd by a cool and determined crielty.

3 - The

they actually executed, notwithftanding the feeming good underftanding .
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who have retained their ongmal hberty. They are never known to fix
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"The females are carned off, and preferved as monuments of their vic.

tory, to be employed as their occafions require,

Nor can this odious.cruelty and treachery, it is faid, be juftly a.fcnbcd '

“to their fub_;c&xon to a foreign yoke, fecing the fame charatter, belongs

» - equally to all the original inhabitants of this vaft continent, even thofe

who have preferved their independence moft completely. Certain it is,
continues he, that thefe people, with the moft limited capacities for every
thing elfe, difplay an afonithing degree of penetration and fubtlety
with refpe to every objelt that involves treachery, blo_odihed, and
rapine. As to thefe, they feem to have been all educated at one fchool ;
and a fecret, refersing ta any fuch plan, no confideration on earth can
extort from them.

Their underﬁandmgs alfa have been reprezented as not lefs contempti-
ble than their manners are grofs and brutal.- Many nations are neither
capable of forming an arrangement for futarity ; nor did their folicitude
or forefight extend fo far. They fet no value upon thofe thiags of

which they were not in fome immediate want. In the evening, when a

Carib is going to reft, no confideration will tempt him to fell his ham.
mock ; but in the morning he will part with it for the flighteft grifle,

At-t.be clofe of winter, a North American, mindful of what he fuf.

fered from the cold, fets him{elf with vigour to prepare materials for
ere@ing 3 comfortable hut to prote@ him againft the mclemency of the
fucceedmg feafon : but as foon as the weather becomes ‘mild, he

abandons his work, and never thinks of it more till the return of the
cold compels him to refome it.—In fhort, to be free from labour feems

to be the utmoft wifh of an_American. ‘They will continue wholg days

ﬁretched in their hammocks, of feated on the earth, without changmo ,

their pofture, raifing their eyes, or uttering a ﬁngle word. They can-
rot compute the fucceflion of days nor of weeks.  The different afpetis
of the moon alone engage their attention as a meafure of time. Of the

year they have no other conception than what is fuggefted to them by
- the alternate heat of furrmer and cold of winter ; nor have they the lealt

idea of applying to this period the obvxous computanon of the months
whlch it contains. When it is afked of any old man in Peru, even the
moft civilized, what age he is of ? the only anfwer he can give is the

- number of caciques he has feen. It often happens, too, that they only-

secollect the moft diftant of thefe princes in whofe time certain circum-
cumftagces had happened peculiarly memorable, while of thofe. that
hved in 2 more recent period they have loft all retembrance.

The fame grofs ftupidity is alledged to be ob{ervable in thofe Indians
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the dates of any events in their minds, or to trace the fucceflion of cir-
cumftances that have arifen from fuch events. © Their imagination takes’
in only the prefent, and in that only what intimately concerns them-
felves. Nor can difcipline or inftrutioff overcome this natural- defe®
of apprehenfion. In fa&, the fubjefted Indians in Peru, who have a
continual intercourfe with the Spaniards, who are furnithed with curates
perpetually occapied in giving them leflons of religion and morality,
and who mix with all ranks of the civilized fociety eftablifhed .among
them, are almoft as ftupid and barbarous as their countrymen who have
had no fuch advantages. The Peruvians, while they lived under the
government of their Incas, preferved the records of certain remarkabie

events. They had alfo a kind of regular government, defcnbed by the

hiftorians of the conqueft of Peru. This government ongmated entirely
. from the attention and abilities of their princes, and from the regulations
ena@ed by them for direting the condut of their fubje®s. - This an-
cient degree of civilization among them gives ground to prefume, that
their legiflators fprung from fome race more enlightened'than the other
tribes of Indians; a race of which no individeal feems to remain in the
prefent times, - :

Vaznity and conceit are faid to be: blended with their i _ignofance and
treachery.. Notwithftanding all they fuffer from Europeans, they gill,
itis faid, confider themfelves as 2 race of men far fuperior to their con-
querors. This proud belief, arifing from their perverted ideas of excel-
Jence, is univerfal over the whole known continent of America. They
do not think it poffible that any people can be fo intelligent as them-
{felves. 'When they are detefed in any of their plots, it is their com-
snon obfervation, that the Spaniards, or Yariacschas, want to be as know-
ing as they are. Thofe of Louifiana, and the countries adjacent, are
equally vain of their fuperior underftanding, confounding that quality
with the cunning which they themfelves conftantly pratife. The whole
ebje& of their tranfa&ions s to over-reach thofe with whom they-deal.
Yet though faithlefs themfelves, the) never forgive the breach of pro-
mife on the part of others. While the Eu*opezns feck their amity by
prefents, they give themfelves no concern to  fecure a reciprocal friend-
thip. Hence,. probably, arifes their idea, that they muft be a fuperiot
race of men, in ability and intelligence, to thofe who are at fuch pains
to court their allianee and avert their enmity.

Their natural eloquence has alfo-been decried. = The fme tribes of

{favages who. enter into conventions with the nuropeans, it is obferved,

* are accuftomed to-make long, pompous, and, according to their-own
aotxons, fublxme harangues, but without arry method or connettion. The

whole '
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whole is a colleQion of disjointed metaphors and comparifons. The
light, heat, and courfe of the fun, form the principal topic of their dif-
courfe; and thefe anintelligible reafonings are always accompanied with
‘violent and ridiculous geftures. Numberlefs repetitions "prolong the
oration, which, if not mterrupted would laft whole days: At the fame
time, they meditate very accurately beforehand, in order to avoid men-
tioning any thing but what they are defirous to obtain. 'This pompous
faculty of making fpceches is alfo one of the grounds on which they con-
ceive themfelves to be fuperior to the nations of Europe: They ima-
gine it is their eloquence that procures them the favours they afk, The
fubjeed Indians converfe precifely in the fame ftyle. Prolix and te-

-dious, they never know when to ftop; fo that, excepting by the dif-
ference in language, it would be impoffible, in this refpe®, to diftin.

guifh a civilized Peruvian from an inhabitant of the moft favage dxﬁn&s

" to the northward.

But fuch partial and detached views as the above, were they even free

from mifreprefentation, are not the juft ground upon which fo form an .

eftimate of their charater, Their qualities, good and bad (for they
certainly poflefs both), their way of life, the ftate of fociety among them,
with all the circumftances of their cendition, ought to be confidered in
conne&tion, and 'in regard to their mutual influence. " Such a view has

been given in the preceding part of this article: from which, it is
‘hoped, their real charatter may be eafily deduced.

‘Many of the difagreeable traits exhibited in the anecdotes juft quoted,.
are indeed extracted from Don Ulloa: an author of credit and reputa-

tion; but a Spaniard, and evidently biafled in fome degree by a defire to

palliate the. enormities of his countrymen in that quarter of the globe.

_ And with regard to the worft and leaft equivocal parts of the American
.chara&er, cruelty and revenge, it may be fairly queftioned, whether the
" inftances of thefe, either in refpect of their caufe or their atrocity, be at

all comparable to thofe exhibited in European hiftory, and ftaining the
annals of Chtiftendom :—to thofe, for inftance, of the Spaniartls them-

_ felves, at their firft difcovery -of America; to thofe indicated by the

[N 1)

[N

engines foand on board their mighty Armada, to thofe which, in cold
blood, were perpetrated by the Dutchat Amboyna; to the dragoo'ningi
of the French ; to their rehgwus maﬂ'acres or even to the tender mere
cies of the Inquifition!

Still harther, however, are the defcriptions gwen by Bd&'mz and dn
Paw of the natives of this whole continent, in which the moft'mortify-
ing degeneracy of the human race, as well as of all the inferior animals,

_ i afferted to be confpicuous. . Againft thofe p!ulofophers, or rather

~ theorifty
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theorifts, the Americars have found an able advocate in the Abbé Cla-

wigera; an hiftoridn whofe fituation and lcng refidence in America afs
Forded him the beft means of information, and who; thoagh himfelf 2,

fubjet of Spain, appears fuperior to prejudice, and difdains in his de:

fcription the glefles of policy.
Conccrriing the ftature of the Americans; M. dé Paw fays, in general,

: that althoagh it is riot equal to the ftatare of the Caftilians, there is but

little diffietence between them. But the Abbé Clavigeto evinces, that
the Indians who inhabit thofe countries lying between g and 4o dégrees
of north latitude, which are the limits of the difcoveries of the Spaniards,
are more than five Parifian feet in height; and that thofe that dé net
reach that ftatiré are as few in number amongft the Indianis as they are
amongft the Spaniards: It is befides certain, that many of thofe nations,
as the Apaches; the Hiaguefe, the Pimefe; and Cochimies, dre at leaft as tall
as the talleft Europeans; and that, in all the vaft extert of the New
World, no race of peoplé has been found; except the Efquimaux; fo di=
minutive in ftature as the Laplanders, the Samojeds; and Tartars, in the

rorth of the Old Continent. In this réfpe®; thefefore; the inhabitarits

of the two continents are upon an equality:

- Of the fhape and chasacter of the Mexican Indians, the Abbé gives a
moft alvantageous defcription ; which he afferts no one who reads it in
America will contradi@t, unlefs he views them with the eye of a preju-
diced mind.” It is true, that Ulloa fays, in fpeaking of the Indians of
Quito, he had obferved, ¢ that imperfe@ people abounded among them 3
that they were either irregularly diminutive, or monftrous in fome other

refpeét; that they Bec‘a_me either infenfible, dumb, or blind; or wanted - »

fome limb of their body.” Having therefore made fome inquiry fe-
fpeting this fingularity of the Quitans, thé Abbé found, that fuch de-
fe@s were neither caufed by bad humours, nor.by the climate, but by
the miftaken and blind humanity of theif parerits, who, ih order to free
their children from the hardfhips and toils to which the healthy Indians
are fubje€ted by the Spaniards, fix fome deformity or weaknéfs upon

them that they may become ufelefs: a circumftance of mifery which

does not happen in other ccuntries of America, nor in thofe places of
the fame kingdom of Quito, where the Indians are under no fuch op-

. prefion. M. de Paw, and in agreement with him Dr. Robertfon, fays,

that no deformed perfons are to be found among the favages of America;
becaufe, like the ancient Lacedemonians, they put to . death thofe chil-

" dren which are born hunch-backed, blind, or defe&ive in any limb; but
- that in thofe countries where they are formed into focieties, and the ¥ &
gilanee of their rulers prevent the mutder of {uch infints, the npmber of
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114 GENERAL DESCRIPTION

- their deformed individuals is greatér than it is in any other country &f

Europe. This would make an exceeding good folution of the difficulty -
if it were true: bat if, Apoﬂibly, there has been in America a tribe of
favages who have imitated the barbarous example of the celebrated La-
cedemonians, it is certain that thofe authots have no grounds to impute
fuch inhumanity to the reft of the Americans; for that it has not been
the praftice, at leaft with the far greater part of thofe nations, is to be
demonftrated from the atteflations of the authoss the bc’t acquainted with
their cuftoms.

No argument againft the New World can be drawn from the colour
of the AmeTicans: for their colour is lefs diftant from the white of the
Europeans thag it is from the black of the Africans, and a great part of
the Afiatics. 'The hair of the Mexicans, and of the greater part of the
Indians, is, as we have already faid, coarfe and thick ; on their face
they appear to have little, and in general none on their arms and legs:
but it is an error to fay, as M. de Paw does, that they are entirely defti-
tute of hair in all the other parts of the body. This is one of the many
paffages of the Philofophical Refearches, at which the Mexicans, and

all the other naticns, muft fmile to find an ‘European philofopher fo eages -

to diveft them of the drefs they had from nature. Don Ulloa, indeed,
in the defcription which he gives of the Indians of Quito, fays, that hair
neither grows upor the men nor upon the women when they arrive at:
puberty, as it-does on the reft of mankind; but whatever fingularity
may attend the Quitans, or occafion this circumftance, there is no doubt,
that among the -Americans in general, the period of puberty is accom-
panied with the fame {ymptoms as it is among other nations of the world.
In fa@, with the North Americans, it is difgraceful to be hairy on the
body. - They fay it likens them to hogs. They therefore pluck th® hair
as faft as it appears. But the traders who marry their women, and pre-
vail on them to difcontinue this practice, fay, that nature is the fame
with them as-with the whites. As to the beards of the mén, had Buifon
or de Paw known the pains and trouble it cofts them to pluck out by the
roots the hair that grows on their faces, they would have feen that na-
ture had not been deficient in ‘that refped. Every nation has its cuf-
toms. ‘¢ I have feen an Indian beau, with a lookmv-OIafs in his Hand
(fays Mr. }euerfon), examining his face for hours together, .and pluck-
ing out by the roots every hair he could difcover, with a kind of tweezer
made of a piece of fine brafs wire, that bad been twifted rouad a ftick,.

- and which he ufed with great dexterity.”

The very afpett of an Angolan, Mandigan, or Congan, would have,
ocked M. de Paw, and made him recal that ceni’ure which he paffes
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" on the colour, the make, and the hair of the Americans. What can be -

“imagined more contrary to the idea we have of beauty, and the perfec-
+ion of the human frame, than a man whofe body emits a rank {mell,
vhofe fkin is as black as ink, whofe head and face are covered with -
black wool inftead of hair, whofe eyes are yellow and bloody, whofe
lips are thick and blackith, and whofe nofe is flat ? Such are the inha-
bitants of a very large portion of Africa, and of many iflands of Afia.
What men <an be more imperfe& than thofe who meafurc no more than
four feet in ftature, whofe faces are long and flat, the nofe comprefled,

the irides yellowith black, the eye-lids turned back towards the temples, -

the- cheeks extraordinarily elevated, their mouths monftroufly large,

 their lips thick and prominent, and the lower part of their vifages ex-

tremely narrow ? Such, according to Count de Buffon, are the Lapland- .
ers, the Zemblans, the Borandines, the Samojeds, and Tartars.in the
Eaft. What objects more deformed than men whofe faces are too long
and wrinkled even in their youth, their nofes thick and comprefled, their
eyes {mall and funk,' their cheeks very much raifed, their upper jaw
"Jow, their teeth long and difunited, eye-brows fo thick that they fhade -
their eyes; the eye-lids thick, fome briftles on their faces inftead of
‘beard, large thighs and {mall legs? Such is the picture Count de Buffon
gives of the Tartars ; that is, of thofe people who, as he fays, inhabit a
‘tra& of land in Afia 12c0 leagues long 2nd upwards, and more than 750
broad. Amongft thefe the Calmucks are the moft remarkable for their
deformity ; which is fo great, that, according to Tavernier, they are
the moft brutal men of all the univerfe. Their faces are fo broad that
there is 3 {pace of five or fix inches between their eyes, according as
Count de Buffon himfc!f afirms. . In Calicut, in Ceylon, and other
cougtries of India, there is, fay Pyrard amd other writers on thofe  re-
gion;, a race of men who have one or both of their legs as thick as the
body of a man; and that this deformity among them is almoft heredi-
tary. The Hottentots, befides other grofs imperfe&ions, have that mon-
fircus irregularity attending them, of a callous appendage extending
from the os pubis downwards, according to the teftimony of the hifto-
zians of the Cape of Good Hope. 8trays, Gemelli, and other travellers
affirm, that in the kingdom of Lambry, in the iflands of Formofa, and
of Mindoro, men have been found with tails. Bomare fay, thata thmg
«f this kind in men is nothing elfe than an clongation of the os coccy=
gis;-but what is a tail in quadrupeds but the elongation of that bone,

. though divided into diftiné articulations ? However it may be, it is cer-
. {in, that that elongation renders thofe Afiatics fully as irregular as if it

was a real tai],
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If we were, in like manner, to go through the nations of Afia aqdv

Africa, we fhould hardly find any extenfive country where, the-colous of
men is not darker, where there are not fironger irregulasities, obferved,
~and grofler defeéts to be found in them, than M. de Paw finds fault with
in the Americans. The colour of the latter is 2 good deal clearer than
that of almoft all the Africans and the inhabitants of foathern Afia. Even
their alledged fcantinefs of beard is common to the inhabitants of the
Philippine Iflands, and of all the Indian Archipelago, to the famous

Chinefe, Japanefe, Tartars, and many other nations of the Old Conii- -

nent. ‘The imperfections of the Americans, however grezt they may he
reprefented to be, are certainly not comparable with the defets of that
immenfe people, whofe chara@ler we bavc Iketched and others whom we
omit.

M. de Paw rcpreﬁ:nts the Amencans to be a feeble and difeafed fet of

nations; and, in order to demonttrate the weaknefs and diforder of their
ph) A cal confhtunon, adduces fevcral proofs equally ridiculous and ill
founded, and which it will not be expeited we fhould enumerate.. He
a]lerres, among other pamculars, that they were overcome in wreftling
by all the Europeans, and that they funk under a moderate burden;
that by a computauon made, 200,000 Americans were found tqQ have
penfhed in one year from carrying of baggage. Vthh ref] pe& to the firft
point, the Abbé Clavigero obferves, it would be neceﬁ'ary that the ex-

periment “of wreﬁlmg was made between many individuals of each con-

tinent, and that the v1&ory fhould be atteﬁed by the Americans as Wexl
as the Europeans. It is not, however, meant to infift, that the Amerxcans
are ﬁro-xger than the Europeans. They may be lefs ftrong, mthont the
human fPecxcs havmg degenerated in them. The Swifs are ﬂronger thap
the Itahans ; and ftill we do not behcve the Italians are degencratcd, nor

. do we tax thc climate of Ita]y. Thc inftance of 200,000 Amencaqs

.havmg died in one year, under the weight of baggage, were.it true,

would not convince us fo much of the weaknef{s of the Americans, as of ’

the inhumanity of the Europeans. In the fame manner that thofe 200,009
Amencgn., pcnﬁxedA 200,090 Pruffians would alfo have perifhed, had
they been obliged to make a journey of between goa and 400 miles,

‘with 1co pounds of burden upon theig backs ; if they had collars of iron

about thexr necks, and werg obliged to carry that load over. rocks.and
mountains; if thofe who became exhaufted with fatigue, or wounded
their feet fo as to impede their progre{'s, had their heads cut off that they
mxght not retard the pace of the reft ; and if thcy were, not allowed but

* 2 {fmall morfel of bread to enable them to fopport fo fevere 3 toil. Les

Cafas, from whom M. de Paw got thc account of t.hc 200,90 Amencgn,s
, whq
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who-died under the_fatigue of carrying baggage, relates alfo all the
above mentioned circumftances. If the author therefore is to be
credited in the laft, he is alfo to be credited in the firff.. But a philofo-
pher-who vaunts the phyfical and moral qualities of Europeans over thofe
of the Americans, would have done better, we think, to have fuppreffed
facts fo opprobrious to the Europeans themfelves. :
Nothing in fat demonttrates fo clearly the robuftnefs of the Ameri- .

cans as thofe various and lafting fatigues in which they are continually
engaged. .M. de Paw fays, that when the New Worlfl was difcovered,
“nothing was to be feen but thick woods; that at prefent there are fome

" lands cultivated, not by ih_e Americans, however, but by the Africans

and Europeans; and that the foil in cultivation is to the foil which is
uncultivated as 2000 to 2,000,000. Thefe three affertions the Abbe de-
monftrates to be precifely as many errors.  Since the conqueft, the Ame-
ricans alone have been the people who have fupported all the fatignes of
agriculture in alt the vaft countries of the continent of South America,
and in thé greater part of thofe of South‘America fubje to the crown
of Spain. No Earopean is ever to be feen employed in the labours of
the field. The Moors who, in comparifon of the Americans, are very
few in number in the kingdom of New Spain, are charged with the cul-
tare of the’ fugar cane and tobacco, and the making of fugar; but the
{oil deftined for the cultivation of thofe plants is not with refpeét to all
the cultivated land of that country in the proportion of one to two thon-
fand. The Americans are_the people who labour on the foil. They
are the tillers, the fowers, the weeders, and-the reapers of the uhcat;
of the maize, of the rice, of the beans, and other kinds of grain an

pulfe, of the cacao, of the vanilla, of the, cotton, of the indigo, and all
pther plants ufeful to the fuftenance, the clothing, and commerce of thofe
provinces; 3nd without them fo little can be done, that in the. year
1462, the harveﬁ of wheat was abandoned in many places on account of
a ﬁckncfs which prevaxled and prevented the Indians from reaping it.

Bat this is not all; the Americans are they who cut and tran{port all the
neceflary timber from the woods? who cat, tranfport, and work the-
ﬁoim who make lim"e, plaﬁer, and tiles ; who conftru& all the build-
ings of that kmgdom, except a few places where none of them inhabit;
who open and rep:ur ‘all the roads, who make the canals and fluices, and
c]e.'m the cities. 'They work ir many mines of gold, of filver, of cop-
pery &c. they are the lhepherds, herdfmen, weaverc, potters, bafket-
makers, bakers, couriers, day-labourers, &c .; ina word, thcy are the

luﬁly xnd.xgnant author, are the employments of the weak, daﬁardly,
~ . © and
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1a8 GENERAL DESCRIPTION
and ufelefs Americans ; while the vigorous M. de Paw, and other in-
defatigable Europeans, are occupied in writing inve&ives againft them.
Thefe labdurs, in which the Indians are continually employed, cer-
tainly atteft their healthinefs and ftrength; for if they are able to un- .
dergo fuch fatigues, they cannot be difeafed, nor have an exhaufled
ftream of blood in their yeins, as M. de Paw infinuates. In order to
make it believed that their conftitutions are vitiated, he copies what-
ever he finds written by hiftorians of America, whether trze or falfe, re-
{pecting the difeafes which reign in fome particular countries of that
great continent. It is not to be denied, that in fome countries in the

- wide compafs of America, men are expofed more than elfewhere to the

diftempers which are cceafioned by the intemperature of the air, or the
perniéious quality of the aliments; but it is certain, according to the
affeition of many ' refpetable authors acquainted with the New World,
that the American countries are, for the moft part, healthy ; and if the
Americans were difpofed to retaliate on M. de Paw, and other E European
ﬂuthors who write as he dees, they would have abundant fubje@ of ma-
terials to throw difcredit on the clime of the Old Continent, and the
ihtuuou of its lnhab;tants i the endemic dlﬁ empers which prevail
thcrc. » T
Lafly, The fuppofed fceblenefs and unfound bodily habit of the
Americans do not'correfpond with the length of their lives. Ameng
thofe Arcericans whofe great fatigucs and exceffive toils do not anticipate
-thf.;g.dc th, there are not a few who reach the age of 8o, go,and 1co or
mere years, as formerly menticned ; and what is more, without there
being obferved in them that decay which time commonly produces in
the hair, in the teeth, in the fkin, and in the mufcles of the human body.
This phenomenon, fo much admired by the  Spaniards who refide in
Mexico, cannot be afcribed to any other caufe than the vigour of their

‘confiitutions, the temperance of their diet, and the falubrity of their

ciime. Hiftorians, and other perfons who have fojourned there for
many years; report the fame thing of other countries of the New World.

As to the mental qualities of the Americans, M, de Paw has not been
able to difcover anypther charaéters than a memory fo feeble, that to day
they do not remember what they did yefterday; a capacity fo blunt, that
they are incapable of thinking, or putting their ideas in order; a difpofi-
tion fo cold, that they feel no excitement of love ; a daftardly fpirit, and
a genius that is torpid and indolent. Many other Europeans, indeed,
and what is ftill more wondezful, many of thafe children or defcendants

- of Europeans who are born in America, think as M. de Paw does; fome"

from ignorance, fome from want of reflettion, and others from here-
: ditary:
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ditary prejudice and prepoffeffion. But all this and more would not be
fufficient to invalidate the tefimonies of other Europeans, whofe autho-
rity have a great deal more weight, both becaufe they were men of greas
judgment, learning, and knowledge of thefe countries, and becaufe they
gave.th'eir teftimony in favour of ftrangers againt their own country-
men. In particular, Acofta, whofe natural and moral hiftory even de
‘Paw commends as @z excellent work, employs the whole fixth book in
demonftrating the good fenfe of the Americans by an explanation of °
their ancient government, their laws, their hiftories in iiaintings and ’
knots, calendars, &c. M. de:Paw thinks the Americans are beftial ;
Acofta, en the other hand, reputes thofe perfons weak and prefumptuoés _
who think them fo. M. de Paw fays, that the moft acute Americans
were inferior in indufiry and fagacity to the rudeft nations of the O13-
Continent ; Acoffa extols the civil government of the Mexicans dtove
many republics of Europe. M. de Paw finds, in the moral and politicat
eonduct of the Americans, nothing but barbarity, extravagance, and
bratality ; and Acofta finds there,-Jaws that are admirable and wortb_‘:-_
of being preferved for ever. _ : o

- M. de Paw deniés them courage, and alleges the conqueft of Mexico -
as a proof of their cowardice.. ¢ Cortes (he fays), conguered the empire
of Mexico with 450 vagabonds and 15 horfes, badly armed ; his mifer-
able artillery confifted of fix falconets, which would not at the prefent
day be capable of exciting the fears of a fortrefs defended by invalids.
During his abfence the capital was held in awe by the half of his troops.
Whe?t men! what evﬁnts !—It is confirmed by’ the depofitions of alf
- hiftorians, that the Spaniards entered the firlt time into Mexico withone
“making one fingle difcharge of their artillery.  If the title of hero is
applicable to.him who has the difgrace to ‘occafion the.death of a great
number of rational animals, Ferdinand Cortes might pretend to it;
otherwife I do not fee what true glory he has acquired by the overthrow -
ofa tottering monarchy, which might have been deftroyed in the fame-
manner by any ether affaffin of 'out-cominent_.” Thefe paflages indicate .
sither M. de Paw’s ignorance of the hiftory of the cohqueﬁ of Mexico,
.. or a wilful {uppreflion of what would openly contradi& his {yftem;
fince all who have read that hiftory know well, that the conqueft of
Mexico was not made with 450 men, but with more than 200,0c0,
Cortes himfelf, to whom it was of more importance than to M. de Paw
to make his bravery confpicuons, and his congueft appear glorious, con-
fefles the exceflive number of the allies who were under his command ar
the fiege of the capital, and combated with more fury againft the Mexi-
cans than the Spaniards themfelves,. According to the account which

‘ Cortes
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Cortes gave to the emperor Charles V. the fiege of Mexico began Witk
87 horfes, 848 Spanith infantry, armed with guns, crofs-bows, fwords;’

- and laaces, and uwpwards of 75,oooAallic’s_, of Tlafcala, Huexotzinco,
Cholula, and Chalco, equipped with various forts of arms; with three
large pieces of cannon of iron, 15 fmall of copper, and 13 brigantines.

- In the-courfe of the fiege were affembled the numerous nations of the

Otomies, the Cohuixcas, and Matlazincas, and the troops of the populoixs
cities of the lakes; fo that the army of the hefiegers not only exceeded
200,000, but amounted to 4,000,000, according to the letter from
‘Cortes.;' and befides thefe, 3000 boats and canoes came to their affiftance.
Did it betray cowardice to have {uftained, for full 74 days, the fiege of
an open’city, engaging daily with an army fo large, and in part provided
with arms fo f{uperior, and at the fame time having to withftand the
ravages of famine ? Can they merit the charge of cowardice, who, after
baving loft feven of the eight parts of their city, and about 50,000
citizens, part cut off by the fword, part by famine and ficknefs, con-

tinued to defend themfelves until they weré furioufly affanlted in the

laft hold which was Ieft them ?
+ According to M. de Paw, ¢ the Americans at firft were not believed
to be men, but rather fatyrs, or large apes, which might be murder;d

without remorfe or reproach. At latt, in order to add infult to the op- i

preffion of thofe times, a pope made an original bull, in: which he de-
clared, that being defirous of founding bifhoprics in the richeft countries

of America, it pleafed him and the Holy Spirit, to acknowledge’ the
Americans to be true men: in fo far, that without this decifion of an. _

Italian, the inhabitants of the New World would have appeared, even

- at this day, to the eyes of the faithful, a race of equivocal men. - There

is no example of fuch a decifion fince-this globe has been inhabited by
men and apes.” Upon this paffage the Abbé animadverts, as being a
fingular inftance of calumny and mifreprefentation ; and gives the fol-
lowing hiftory of the decifion alluded to.

** Some of the firft Europeans who eftablifhed themfelves in America,
not lefs powerful than avaricious,.defirous of enriching themfelves to the

detriment of the Americans, kept them continually employed, and made
-+ ufeof them as flaves; and in order t0 avoid the reproaches which were
" made them by the bithops and miffionaries who inculcated humanity,

and the giving liberty to thofe people to get themfelves inftru@ed in re-
Iigion, that they might do their daties towards the church and ‘theit
families, alleged, that the Indians were by natare flaves and incapable
of being inftruted; and many other falfehoods of which the Chronicler

" Herrera makes mention againft them, 'Thofe zealous ecclefiaftics being
’ a unable,




‘ kings, and at Iaft obtained from their Juftice and clemency, thofe laws as
favourable to the Ameticans as honourable to the court of Spain, that
" compofe the Indian ‘code, which were chiefly due to the indefatigable

zeal of the bifhop de las Cafas. On another fide, Garces bithop of -

Tlafcala, knowing that thofe Spaniards bore, notwithftanding their per-
verfity, a great refpec to the decifions of the vicar of Jefus Chrift, made
application in the year 1586 to pope Paul III. by that famous letter of
- which we have made mention ; reprefenting to him the evils which the
Indians fuffered. from the wicked Chriftians, and praying him to inter-

- pofe his authority in their behalf, The pope, moved by fuch heavy re--

monftrances, difpatched the next year the original bull, which was not

- made, as is manifeft, to declare the Americans true men; for fuch a piece

of weaknefs was very diftant from that or any other pope : but folely to
fupport the natural rights of the Americans againft the attempts of their
oppreflors, and to condemn the injuftice and inhumanity of thofe, .who,
under the pretence of fuppofing thofe people idolatrous, or incapable of
being inftrulted, took from them their property and their Iiberty, and
treated them as flaves and beafts, : : ’

If at firft the Americans were efteemed fatyrs, nobody can better prove

it than Chriftopher Columbus their difcoverer. Let us hear, therefore,

how that_ celebrated admiral fpeaks, in his account to the Catholic kingé N
" Ferdinand and 1fabella, of the firft fatyrs he faw in the ifland of Hait, or -
- Hifpaniola.. « I fwear,” he fays, ¢ to your majetties, that there is not o

a better people in the world than thefe, more afleGtionate, affable, or .

mild: They love their neighbours as themfelves : their language is the

fweeteft, the fofteft, and the moft cheerful; for they always fpeak
2@ [miling: and although they go naked, let your majefties believe ‘me, -
S . their cuftoms are very becoming ; and their king, who is ferved. with

great majefty, has fuch engaging manners, that it gives great pleafure to

fee him, and alfo to confider the great retentive faculty of that ﬁeb;;lgr'\":"

and their defire of knowledge, whick incites them to alk the cit_xfés’faqd
the effe¥s of things,” - ) _ ; L
% We have had intimate commerce with thé Americans (continues the

Abbe) ; have lived for fome years it a feminary deftined for their in.

ftrudtion ; faw the ereftion and progrefs of the royal couggc' of. ‘Gauda-
loupe, founded in Mexico, by a Mexican Jefuit, for the;,dnca;ion of

Indian'chﬂdxgq; had afterwards fome Indians amongft ouf pupils ; had ~

particular knowledge of many American re@ors, many nobles, and nu-

No. 117, R . : merous-
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unable, either by their authority. or preaching to free thofe unhappy
converts from the tyranny of fuch mifers, had recourfe to the Catholic"
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merous artifts ; attentively obferved their-charaller, their genius, their

difpofition, and manner of thinking ; and have examined befides, with

the utmoft diligence, their ancient hiftory, their religion, their govern-

ment, their laws, and their coftoms. After fuch ‘long experience and
ftudy of them, from which we imagine ourfelves enabled to decide

- without danger of erring, we declare to M. de Paw, and to all Europe,

that the mental qualities of the Americans are not in the leaft inferior to
thofe of the Europeans; that they are capable of all, even the moft ab-
fira&t fciences ; and that if* equal care was taken of  their education, if
they were brought up from childhood in feminaries under good mafters,

_ were protected and ftimulated by rewards, we fhould fee rife amoﬁg the

Americans, pthofophers, mathematmans, and dlvmes, who would— rival
the firlt in Europe.” '

But although we fhould fuppofe, that, in the torrid clunates of the
New World, as well as in thofe of the Old, efpecially under the ad-

ditional depreffion of flavery, there was an inferiority of the mental

‘powers, the Chilefe and the North Americans have difcovered higher ru-
diments of human excellence and ingenuity than have ever been known
among tribes in a fimilar ftate of fociety in any part of the world.

"M. de Paw aﬂirms, that the Americans were ‘unacquainted with the
ufe of money, and quotes the following well- known paffage from Mon.
tefquieu: ¢ Imagine to yourfelf, that, by fome accident, you are placed
in an unknown country ; if you find money there, do not doubt that you
are arrived among a polifhed people.” But if by money we are to un-
derftand a piece of metal with the ftamp of the prince or the p‘ublic,. the
want of it in a nation is no token of barbarity. The Athenians em-
ployed oxen for money, ‘2s the Romans did fheep.” The Romans had
no coined money till the time of Servius Tullivs, nor the Perfians until
the reign of Darius Hyftafpes. But if by money is undcrﬁood a fign

reprefentmg the value of merchandlfc, the Mexicans, and other nations

of Anahuac, employed money in their commerce. The cacao, of which

they made conftant ufe in the market to purchafe whatever they wanted _
was emrployed for this purpofe, as'falt is in Abyflinia. N
‘It has been affirmed, that ftone-bridges were unknown in. America '

‘when it was firft difcovered ; and that the natives did not know how to
form arches. But thefcl affertions are erroncous, The remains of the
ancient palaces of Tezcuco, and ftill more their vapour-baths, thow the
ancient ufé of arches and vaolts among the Mexicans. Bat the i igno-

(rance of this art would have been no pxoof of barbarity. Neither the

Egyptians nor Babylonians underftood the conftru@ion of arches.

M. de
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M. de Paw- -affirms, that the palace of Montezuma was nothing elfe
¢than 2 hut. But it is certain, from the affirmation of all the hiftorians
"of Mexico, that the army under Cortes, confiting of 6,400 men, were
all lodged in the palace; and there remained ftill fufficient room for
Montezuma and his attendants. ’

The advances which the Mexicans had made in the ftudy of aftronomy
is perhaps the moft furprifing proof of their attention and fagacity ; for -

., it appears from Abbe Clavigero’s hiftory, that they not only tounted

365 déys to the year, but alfo knew of the excefs of about fix hours in
¢the folar over the civil year, and remedxed the dzﬂ‘ercnce by means of

v e S ' -

intercalary days. e — A

Of American n%oraht} , the following exhortanon of a Mexxcan to 'ﬁis
fon may ferve asa fpecxmen ¢« My fon who art come into the light
from the womb of thy mother like a chicken from the €gss and like it
are preparing to fly through the world, we know not how long Heaven
will grant to us the enjoyment of that precious gem which we poflefs in

- thee; but however fhort the period, endeavour to live exadly, prayiang

God c'onﬁnually to aflit thee. He created thee; thou art his property.
He is thy father, and loves thee ftill more than I do: repofe in him thy
thoughts, and day and mght dirett thy fighs to him.. Reverence and

" falute thy. elders, and bold no one in contempt. To the poor and dif~
trefled bpaqr._‘gnmb, but rather ufe words of comfort. Honour all per- ‘
* fons, particolarly thy parents to whom thou oweft obedience, refpe@,

and fervice. - 'Guard againft imitating the example of thofe wicked fons,
who, ‘like brutes who are deprived of reafon, nexther reverence their pa-
rents, liften to their inftru&ion, nor {ubmit to their corretion ; becaufe
whoever follows their fteps will have an unhappy end, will die a in def-
perate or fudden manner, or will be killed and devoured by wild beafts. -
-« Mock not, my fcn, the aged or the imperfet. Scorn not him
whom ye fee fall into fome folly or tranfgreffion, nor make him re-
proaches but reftrain thyfelf, and beware left thou fall into the fame
error which offends thee in another. Go not where thou art not called,
nor interfere in that which does not concern thee. FEndeavour to mani-
feft thy good breeding in all thy words and a&xons In converfation,
do not Iay thy hands upon another, nor fpeak too much, nor interrupt

* or difturb another’s difcourfe, When any one difcourfes with thee,

hear him attentively, and hold thyfelf in an eafy attitude, nelther playmg

- with thy feet, nor putting thy mantle to thy mouth, nor fplttmg tao

often, nor looking about you here and there, nor rifing up fxeqqeqdy,_ .

if thou art fitting ; for fuch a&ions are indications of levity and low-
breeding,”—-He procwds to mention feveral particular vices which are
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to be avoided, and concludes,—¢ Steal not, nor give thyfelf to gaming;
ctherwife thou wilt be a difgrace to thy parents, whom thou .oughteft
rather to honour for the education they have given thee. If thou wilt
- be virtuousy thy example will put the wicked to fhame. No moré, my
fon ; enough has been faid in difcharge of the duties of a father. With
thefe counfels I wifh to fortify thy mind. Refufe them not, nor aé in
contradiction to them; for on them thy life and all thy happinefs de-
- pend.”
ANimaLs. As ranging on thc fame fide with the Abbé Clavigero,
the ingenious Mr. Jefferfon’ deferves particular atténtion. This gentleman,
in his notes on the State of Virginia, &c. has taken occafion to combat

 the opinions of Buffon ; and {eems to have fully refuted them both by
" argument and fafts. 'The "French philofopher afferts, ¢ That living na-

ture is lefs altive, lefs energetic, in the New World than in the Old.” _

He affirms, 1. That the animals common to both continents are fmaller
-in America., 2. That thofe peculiar to the New are on an inferior

- fcale.” 3. That thofe which have been domefticated in both have dege-

‘merated in America. And 4. That it exhibits fewer fpecies of living

creatures. The caufe of this he afcribes to the diminution of heat in

America, and to the prevalence of humidity from the extenfion of its
.lakes and waters.over a prodigious furface. In other words, he affirms,
. that beat is friendly and moiffure adverfe to the prodution and dcvelope-
ment of the large quadrupeds.
The hypothefis, that moiftare is unfnendly to animal growth, M:.
Jefferfon fhows to be contradi€ted by obfervation and experience.: ‘It is
by the affiftance of heat and moifture that vegetables are elaborated from

- the elements. Accordingly we find, that the more humid climates pro-

“duce plants in greater profufion than the dry. Vegetables are imme-
diately or remotely the food of every animal; and, {rom the uniform

operation of Nature’s laws we difcern, that, inproportion to the quan. _

tity of food, animals are not only mulnphed in their numbers, but im-
proved in their fize. Of this laft opinion is the Count de Buffon him-
felf, in another part of his work : ¢ En general, il pareit que les pays
“un peu froids conviennent mieux a nos beeufs que les pays chauds, et
_qu’ils font dautant plus gros et plus grands que le climat eft plus bumide
‘et plus abondans en paturages. Les beeufs de Danemarck, de la Podolie,
de 'Ukraine, et de Ia Tartarie qu’habitent les Calmougques, font les plos
grands te tous.” Here, then, a race of animals, and one of the largeft
too, has been: increafed in its dimenfions by cold and moifture, in dire&t
oppoftion to the hypothefis, which fuppofes that thefe two circamftances

 diminith animal bulk, and that it is their contmrm, heat and drynefs,

3 ‘ ~ which
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zone, has more heat, collectively taken, than Europe. But Europe, ac- -

, S 8-+
whleh cn]arge it. But to try the queﬁlon on more general ground, let
us take two portions of the earth, Europe and America for. inftance,
fufficiently extenfive to give operation to general caufes ; let us confider
the circomftances: peculiar to each, and obferve-their effeét on animal
nature. America, running through the torrid as well as temperate

cording to our hypothefis, is the drieft. They are equally adapted then
to animal productions; each beipg endowed with one of thofe caufes

which befriend animal growth, and with one which oppofes it, Let us, -

then, take a comparative view of the quadrupeds of Europe and Ame-

rica, prefenting them to the eye in three different tables; in one of

which fhall be enumerated thofe found iu both countries; in a fecond,

thofe found in one only ; in a third, thofe which have been domeftigaged .

inboth. To facilitate the comparifon, let thofe of each table be tar-
ranged in gradation, according to their fizes, from. the greate"t to the
fmalleft, fo far as their fizes can be conje@ured. The weights of the
large animals fhall be expreﬂ'cd i the Englifh avoirdupoife pound. #nd

its decimals ; thofe of the fmaller in the ounce and its'decimals. ~‘Thofe _

which are marked . thus *,: are aGtual |_weights of pamcular {ubjedts,
deemed amongft the Iarge’t of thelr'fpeaes Thofe marked thus ¥, are
fornithed by judicious perfons, well acquamted with thé fpecxes, and
faying, from conje@ure only, what the VIargeﬂ: individyal they had feen
would probably have weighed. The other weights are taken from
Meflrs. Buffon and D’ Aubenton, and are of fi uch fubje&s as came cafually

" to their hands for diffeGion.

¢ Comparative View of the Quadrupeds of Earope and of America,

TABLE L dboriginals of bosh.

Europe. ' Anmerica.

_ - 1b,
Mammoth

Buffalo.. Bifon - - - . . . .
- White bear. Ours blanc

Caribou. Renne :

Bear. Ours - - i - - 153.7
‘Elk. Elan. Original, palmated '

Red deer. Cerf - - - - - 288.8
Fallow deer, Daim = . - - - - *167.8
Wolf. Touwp - - - - . . . . 69.8
Roe. Chevreml - - - - - - 56.7
Glutton. Glouton, Carca_]ou

Wild cat. Chat {auvagc - e - A
Lynx. Loup cervier - - - . . 25.
Beaver. Caftor - . < - . . . 18.5
Badger. Blaireau - - . . . - 13.6
Red fOX.- Renard a o & e o - ‘1 3.5

Ib.

*1800

*410

*273

P e g
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Europe. | America.
Table 1. continned, .
1b. b,
Grey fox. - Ifatis ; T
Otter. Youtre - . . . _ _ . 8.9 t12
Monax. Marmotte - - . . . . 6.5 :
Vifen. Fowine - . . . . . _ 2.8
Hedgehog. Heriffon - - - . . 2.2
Martin, Marte - - - . - . _ 1.9 16
oz..
Waterrat. Ratdeau - - -. - - 75
Wefel. Belette - . - . . . . 2.2 oz. -
" Flying fquirrel.’ Polatoucnc - - - 2.2 t4
Shrew moufe. Maufaraigne - - - 1.
TABLE II. Aberiginals of one only.
EUROPE. AMERICA.
1b,
Sanglier. Wild boar - 28o. Tapir - . - - 034.
Moufloan. Wild theep -  56. |EIk; round horned - - 450
Bonquetin. - Wild goat Puma
Lievie. Hare - i . . 4.6 [Jaguar - = - - - < 218,
sziu. Rabbit - . . g4 {Cabiai - - - . _ . 10g.
Putois. Polecat - - . 3.3 [Tamanoir - - - - . 10g.
Genette - - - - - g1 [Tamandua - - - - 654
Defman. Mnikrat oz. |Cougar of N’ Amenca -~ 75
Fcureuil. Squirrel - - . 1o, Cougar of S. America - . 59,4
Hermine. Emmin - - _ 8.2!Ocelot
Rat. Rat - < g.5iPecari - - - - . I . 46.
Lois - - -‘ - 81jJaguaret « - - . o . 43-2
Lerot. Dormoufe - - . 1.8/Alo : :
Toupe. Mole - - - . _ 1.2|Lama
Hamfter - - - . . . - ..9|Paco ,
Zifel . " jPaca - - - - - - - 32
Lemmg Serval
Souns. Moufe - - . . .6/Sloth. Unan . . . .. 27
' " |Saricovienne "
- |Kincajou '
‘|Tatou Kabaffou - ~ .. 21.8
Urfon. Urchin ‘
Raccoon. Raton - . - 16, 5
Coati - . )

Coendou - - . . .

Y [Sloth. A - o - O

.{Sapajon Ouarini

" "'|Sapajou Coaita - -
Tatou Encubert .

Tatou Apar

Tatou Cachica - - -

Opoffum. Sarigue
- | Tapeti
Margay

. |Little Coendou - - -
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EUROPE.

Table I7. continued,

AMERICA,

‘RcdSquirrcl - < « - 10.02Z

Crabier
Agouti . . . -
Sapajou Sai - - .. 3.5

- [ Tatou Cirquincon
Tatou Tatonate - . o . 3.3

Mouffette Squath

Mouffette Cinche .
Mouffette Conepate. Scunk
Mouffette. Zorilla
Whabus. Hare. Rabbig.

. [Aperea

Akouchi
Ondatra. Maufkrat
Pilori

|Great fquirrel < .~ +2.f
-{Fox fqml of Virginia

Surikate . . .. _ . 2,
Mink - G T T 1*2.8
you. Sajou - . . g,
?nagaxan pig- JCochon d’Inde :i.6
Sapajou. ~Saimiri . . - 1.3
ger
Coquallin :
Lefier grey fquirrel -
Biack {quirre] - -

- ths
- .5

Sagoin Saki

{Sagoin Pinche ‘

Sagoin Tamarin : " OZa
Sagoin Ouiftiti - = L 4.4
Sagoin Marakine ’
Sagoin Mico

" | Cayopolin

Fourmiilier
Marmofe .
Sarigue of Cayenne
ucan

{Red mole ' oz,

' {Ground fquirrel - - - 4.
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28 GENERAL DESCRIFTION

« The refult of this view. is, that of 26 quadrapeds common to both
countries, {even are faid to be larger in America, feven of equal fize, _
and 12 not fufficiently examined. So that the firft table impeaches the
firft: member of the aﬂénlon, that of the Animals common to both coun-
tries'the American are fmalleft, « Et cela fans auctne exception.” It
fhows it not juft, in all the latitude in which its author has advanced it,
. and-probably not to fucha degree as to found a dxﬁm&xon betwcen the
&wo countries, - e

¢ Proceeding to the fecond table, which arranges the animals found
in one of the two countries only, M. de Buffon obferves, that the taphir,
the elephant of America, is but of the fize of a fmall cow. To preferve
our comparifon, Mr. Jefferfon ftates the wild bpar, the elephant of Eu-
rope, as little more than balf that fize. He has made an elk with. round
_ or cyhndncal horns, an anunal of Amefica, and peculiar to-it; becaufe
-t he has feen many of them hlmfelf, -and more- of _their homs and be-

&t
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5 ~ caufey fronr the beft mformauonr, it is certain that in Virginia this kind
#g

;f " of elk has abounded much, and ftill ‘exitts it fmaller numbers. He
“‘5 ' makes thc American hare or rabbit pecuhar, believing it to be different

from both the European animals of thofe denominations, and: calling it

therefore by its Algonouin name Whabus, to keep it diftinét from thefe.

Kalm is.of the Tarie opinion. - The fquirrels are denominated from a

kxxowledgedeuved from daily fight of them, becaufe with that the Eu-
_ ropean appellations and defcriptions feem irreconcileable. Thefe are the'
p only inftances in whxch Mr. Jefferfon departs from the authority of

- M. de_Buﬁ'on in the conftru@ion of this table; whom he takes for his

. " ground-work, becaufe he thinks him the beft informcd of any naturalift

I who has ever writtefi. . The refult is, “that there are 18 quadrupeds pe-

E culiar to Europe ; more than four times as many, to wit 74, peculiar to

America; that the firft of thefe 74, the tapir, the largeft of the animals

peculiar to America, weighé more than the whole column of Europeans ;

and confequently this fecond table difproves the fecond member of- the

*-affertion, shat- the arimls peculiar to the New World are on a {maller

{fcale, fo far as that affertion relied on Euro;;ean animals for fupport :

: and it is i full oppofition to the theotl_'y‘ which makes the animal vo-
, - lometo depend on the circumftances of heat dnd moifture.

« The third table comprehends thofe quadrupeds only which are do-
_meftic in both countries. That fome-of thefe, in feme parts of America,
bave become lefs than their original flock; is doubflefs true; and the
seafon is very obwicus. In a thisly people country, the fpontaneous pro-
da&tions of, the- for’tms and wafte. fields are fufficient to fupport. indiffer-
ently the deméftic animals of thefarmer; with a very fittle aid from him

in
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in the fevereft and fcarceft feafon. He therefore finds it more conveni-
ent to receive them from the hand of Nature in that indifferent ftate,
than to keep up their fize by a care ardl nourifhment which would coft

 #im mach labour. If; on this low fare, thefe animals dwindle, it is no
more than they do- in thofe: parts of Eur6pé-where the poverty of the
foil, or poverty of the owner, reduces them to the fame fcanty fubfift-
ence. Itis the uniform effe@ of one and the fame caufe, whether a-
ing on this or that fide of the globe. It would be erring, therefore,
againft that rule of philofophy, which teaches us to afcribe like effeds to

" like caufes, thould we impute this diminution of fize in America to any
imbecillity or want of uniformity in the operations of nature, It may
_ be affirmed with truth, that in thofe countries, and with thofe individuals
. of America, where neceflity or curiofity has produced equal attention as
in Europe to the nourifhment of animals, the horfes, catde, "fhecp, and
hogs of the one continent are as large as thofe of the other. There are
particular mﬂanccs, well attefted, where individuals of America have
imported good breeders from England, and have improved their fize by
care in the courfe of fome years.© And the weights a@ually known and
ftated in the third table, will fuffice to thow, that we may conclude, on

probable grounds; that, with equal food and ‘care, the climate of America -

will preferve the races of domeftic animals as large as the European ftock
from which they are derived ; and confequently that the third member

of Monf. de Buffon’s aflertion, that the domeftic animals are fubjet to

degeneration from the climate of Ameriga, is as probably wrong as the

firft and fecond were certainly fo. T
That the laft part of it is erroneous, which affirms, that the fpecies of

American quadrupeds are gomparatively few, is evident from the tables

taken altogether ; to which may be added.the proof adduced by the -

Abbe Clavigero. According to Buffon’s lateft calculation, in his
Epaclm de Iz Natare, there are goo fpecies of quadrupeds ; and America,
though it does not make more than a third part of . the globe, con-

tams, accordmg to Clavigero, almof one half of the different fpecxes B

of i its animals.

Of the human inhabitants of Ameriea, to wbom the farge hypomeﬁs
of degeneracy is extended, M. Buffon gives the following defcrip- -

tion: ¢ Though the American favage be nearly of the fame flature with
men in polithed focieties; yet this is nota fufficient exception to the
general contraction of animated Nature throughout the whole continent.
_ In the favage, the organs of generation are fmall and feeble. He has no
" hair, no beard, no ardour for the female. Though nimbler than the Euro-
pean, ‘becaufe more accuftomed to running, his frength is not fo great.
Wo I, 5 | Hig
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130 .- GENERAL DESCRIPTION

His fenfations are lefs acute : and yet he is more timid and cowardly,

He has no vivacity, no aftivity of mind. The adivity of his body is
not fo much an exercife of fpontaneous motion, as a neceffary action
produced by want. Deftroy his appetite for viGtuals and drink, and you
will at once annihilate the altive principle of all his movements :- He
remains in ftupid repofe, on his limbs or couch, for whole days. It is
eafy to difcover the caufe of the fcattered life-of favages, and of their
eftrangement from fociety. They bave been réfufed the moft précious

.-dpark of Nature’s firc : They have no ardour for women, and, of courfe,

20 love to mankind. Unacquainted with the moft lively and moft tender .
of all attachments, their other fenfations of this nature are cold and lan-
guid. Their love to parents and children are extremely weak. The
bonds of the moft intimate of all focieties, that of the fame famlly, are

-feeble ; and one famlly has no attachment to another. Hence no union,

no republic, no focial ﬁate, can take place among them. The phyﬁcal
caufe of love gives rife to the morality of their manners. Their heart
is frozen, their fociety cold, and their empire cruel. They regard
their females as fervants deftined to labour, or as beafts of burden,

~whom they lcad unmercifully with the produce of their hunting, and

oblige, without pity or gratitude, to perform labours which often ex-
ceed their firength. They have few children, and pay little attention

~to them: -Every thing muft be referred to the firft caufe : They are in.

»

different, becaufe they are weak ; and this indifference to the fex is-the
original ftain which difgraces Nature, prevents her from expandmg, ‘and, -
by deftroying the germs of life, cuts the root of fociety. Hence
man makes no exception to what has been advanced Nature by deny-
mo him the faculty of love, has abufed and contrafted hun more than

. -any other animal. .

A humilating pitture indeed ! but than which, Mr. Jefferfon aflures us,

" never was one more unlike the original. M. Buffon grants, that ; their

" mangers.

is not a fa&.
‘dy noticed.

ftature is the fame as that of the men of Europe; and he right have ad-
mitted, that the Troquois were larger, and the Lenopi or Delawares
taller, than people in' Europe generally are: But he fays their organs
of generation are {maller and weaker than. thofe of Europeans; which
And as to their want of beard, this error has been alrea-

#¢ They have no ardour for their female.”—It is true, that they do
not indulge thofe excefles, nor difcover that fondnefs, which are cuf -,
tomary in Eurepe; but this is not owing to a defe@ in nature, but to
Their foul is wholly bent upon war. This is what procures

them glory among the meh, and makes them the admiration of the
women,

N
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~women. To this they are educated from their earlieft yr;uth. ‘When
they purfue game with ardour, when they bear the fatigues of the i
- chace, when they fuftain and fuffer patiently hunger and cold, it is not
fo much for the fake of the game they purlue, as to convince their
parents and the council of the nation, that they are fit to be inrolled in
the number of the warriors. The fongs of the women, the dance of

.the warriors, the fage counfel of the chiefs, the tales of the old, the
triump!xal eatry of the warriors returning with fuccefs from battle, and
the refpet paid to thofe who 'diﬂ:inguiih themfelves in battle, and in
fubdulng their enemies, in fhort, every thing they fee or hear,'tends to
- infpire them with an ardent defire for military fame. If a young man
were to difcover a fondncfs for women before he has been to war, he
“would become the contempt of the men, and the {fcorn and ridicule of
the women : or were he to indulge himfelf with a:captiv.;e taken in war,
and much more were he to offer violence in order to gratify his luft, he
would incur indelible difgrace. The feeming frigidity of the men,
therefore, is the effe® of manners, and not a defeét of “nature. They
are neither more defetive in‘arddur, nor more impotent with the female,
* than are the whites reduced. to the fame diet and exercile.

« They raife few children.”—They indeed raife fewer children than
we do; the caufes of which are to be found, not in a difference of
nature, but of circumftance. The women very frequently attending the
men in their parties of war and of hunting, child-bearing becomes ex- .
tremely inconvenient to them. It is faid, therefore, that they have
learned the prattice of procuring abortion by the ufe of fome {regetablé :

_and that it even extends to preveat. conception for a confiderable time
- after, During thefe parties they are expofed .to pumerous hazards, to
_exceflive exertions, to the greatef extremities of hunger. Even at their
homes, the nation depends for food, through a certain part of every year,
on the gleanings of the foreft ;. that is, they experience a-famine once in
every year. Withall animals, if the female be badly fed, ormnot fed at
all, her young perifh ; and if both male and female be reduced to like .
. want, generation becomes lefs altive, lefs produ&ive. - To the obftacles,
then, of want and hazard, which Nature has oppofed to the multiplica-
-tion of wild animals, for the purpofe of reftraining their numbers
within'certain bounds, thofg of labour and voluntary abortion are added
with the Indian. No wonder, then, if they multiply lefs than we dg,
" Where food is regularly fupplied, a fingle farm will fhow more of catde
~than a whole country of forefts can of buffaloes. The fame Indian
women, when married to white traders, who feed them and their children
$ 2 : plentifully
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132 GENERAL DESCRIPTION

pIcntifulI}f and fegularly, who exempt them from exceflive dradgeny,
who keep "t__hem ftationary and unexpofed to accident, produce and raifg
aé many children as thé white women. Inftances are known, under
thefe circuni‘{_{ances, of their rearing a dozen children. ' .

Neither do they feem to be.* deficient in natural affe@ion.” On
the contrary, thelr fenfibility is keen, even the warriors weeping moft
bitterly on the lofs of their children; though in general they endeavour
to appear fuperior to human eveats.

Their friendfhips ate ftrong, and faithful to the uttermoft extremity.

A remarkable mﬁance of this appeared in the cafe of the late Col.

Byrd, who was fent ‘to the Cherokee nation to tranfa® fome bufinefs
with them, Ft happened that fome of our diforderly people had juft

killed one or two of that pations It was therefore propofed in the .

council of the’ Cherokees, that Col. Byrd fhould be put to death, in re-

. venge for the lofs of théir country men. Among them was a chief,

called S:ilsuee, who, on fome former occafion, had contracted an’ ac-

'quamtance and friendfhip with Col. Byrd. He came to him every

night in his tent, and told him not to be afraid, they fhould not kil
him, After many days deliberation, however, the determination was,
contrary to Silouee’s expectation, that Byrd fhould be put to death, and
fome warriors were difpatched as executioners. ~Silouee attended them ;
and when they entered the tent, he threw himfelf between them and
Byrd, and faid to the wamors, “¢ This man is my friend : before you
get_at him, you maft-kill me.” On which they retumned ; and the

‘council refpected the pnncxple fo.much as to recede from theu- deter-
" mination.

That < they are timorous and cowardly,” is a chara@er with which

there is little -reafon to charge them, when we recolle@ the manner in

which the quuoxs ‘met Monf. ————; who marched into their coun-
try; in which the old ‘men, who fcornéd to ﬂy, or to furvive the capture
of their town, braved death like the old Romans in the time of the

- Gauls, and in which they foon after revenged themfelves by facking and
* deftroying Montreal. In fhort, the Indian is brave, when an enterprife

depends upon bravery ; education with him making the point of honour

~confift in the deftru@tion of an enemy by fratagem, and i in the preferva.
- tion of hisown perfon free from injury : or perhaps this is nature, while

it iseducation which ‘teaches us to honour force rather than fineffe, ‘He
will-defend himfelf againft an hoft of enemies, always choefing to be

- killed- -rather than ‘to furrender, though it be to the whites, who he
knows will treat him wcll. In ‘other ﬁtuanons, alfo, be meets death -

. with
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' 4with more deliberation, and endures tortures with a ﬁrmnefs unknown -
almoft to religious enthufiafm- -among us. .-
Much lefs are they to be charatterifed as a people of no vmzcxty,
who are excited to ation or-motion only by the calls of hunger and
thirft., Their dances in which they fo much delight, and which to a
© European would be the moft Yevere exercife, fully contradict this; not -
to mention their fatiguing marches, and the toil they voluntarily and
cheerfully undergo in their military expeditions. Itis true, that» when -
at home they do not employ themfelves in labour or the culture of the
foil : but this, again, is the effect of cuﬁoms‘and manners which have
affigned that to the province of the women. But it is faid,  they are
averfe to fociety and a focial life.” Can any thing be more inapplicable
than this to a people who always live in towns or in clans? Or can they
" be faid to have no republique, who condu@all their affairs i in national
councils; who pride themfelves in their national chara@er; who con-,
fider an infult or injury done to an individual by a ftranger as done to ;
the whole, and refent it accordingly ? S
To form a juft eftimate of their genius and mental powers, Mr. Jef-
ferfon obferves, more fa&ts are wanting, and great allowance is to be
made for thofe circumftances of their fituation which call for 2 difplay
of parucular talents only. This done, we fhall probably find that the &
Americans are formed, in mind as well as in body, on the fame model E
- with the bomo /Zzpzem Europens, The principles of their fociety {for-
- bidding all compulfion, they are to be led to duty and to enterprife by
perfonal influence and perfuafion. Hence eloquence in council, bravery
and addrefs in war, become the foundations of all confequence with
them. To thefe acquirements all their faculties are dire@ed.- Of their
bravery and addrefs in war we have multiplied proofs, becaufe we have
been the fubjects on which they were exercifed. Of their eminence in
oratory we have fewer examples, becaufe it is difplayed chiefly in their
own councils, /Some, howevér, we have of very fuperior luftre, We
may challengg the whole orations of Demofthenes and Cicero, and of
any more gfninent orator, if Europe has furnithed more eminent, to pro-
* duce a fingle paﬂ'agc fuperior to the fpeech of Logan, a Mingo chief, to
Lord Dunmore when governor of this ftate. 'The ftory is as follows; of
which, and of the fpeech, the authcnucxty is unqueftionable. In the
fpring of the year 1774, a robbery and murder were committed on an
inhabitant of the frontiers of Virginia by two Indians of the Shawanee
tribe, The ne:gbbounng whites, according to their cuftom, undertoak
to punifh this outrage in a fammary way. Colonel Crefap, a man infa-
Tous for th‘many murdefs be had committed on thofe much-injured

peoplc,
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people, collefted a party, and proceeded down the Kanhaway i;x-.que& of
vengeance. Unfortunately a canoe of women and children, with onc
man only, was feen coming from the oppofite thote, unarmed, and un-

" fufpeing any hoftile attack from the whites. Crefap and his party

concealed fhemfelves od the bank of the river; and the moment the
canoe reached the fhore, ﬁn°1ed out their obr&s, and at one fire killed
every perfon in it.> This happened to be the family of Logan, who had

Jong been diftinguifhed as a friend of the whitcs. This unworthy re.

turn provoked his vengeance. He accordingly fignalized himfelf in
the war which enfued. In the autumn of the fame year a decifive bat-
tle was fought at the mouth of the Great Kanhaway, between the col-
1eQed forces of the Shawanees, Mingoes, and Delawares, and a detach-
ment of the Virginia militia. The Indians were defeated, and fued for

. peaée ‘Logan, however, difdained to be feen among the fuppliants;

but, left the fincerity of ‘a treaty fhould be diftrufted from which fo dif-

. tinguifhed a chief abfented himfelf, he fent by a meffenger the followmo- _

{peech, to be delivered to Lord Dunmore :—¢ I appeal to any wh_xte
man to fay if ever he entered Logan’s cabin hungry, and he gave him
not meat ; if ever he came cold and naked, and he cloathed him not.
During the courfe of the laft long and bloody war, Logan rematned
idle in his cabin, an advocate for peace, Such was my love for the

~whites, that my countrymen pointed as they pafled, and faid Logan is the
friend of mvlnl ¢ men.” 1 had even thought to have lived with you, but

for the injuries of one man. Colonel Crefap, the laft fpring, in cold

_ blood, and unprovoked, murdered all the relations of Logan, not fparing

even my women and children. . There runs not a drop of my blood in
the veins of any living creature, This called on me for revenge. 1
have fought it; I have killed many; I have fully glutted my ven-
geance. For my country, I rejoice at'the beams of peace; but donot
‘harboar a thought that mine is the joy of fear. Logan never felt fear.
He will not turn on his heel to fave h1s life. 'Who is there to moum
for Logan ?—Not one.” '

To the preceding anecdotes in favout of the American cbara&er, may
be added the follovung by Dr. Benjamin Franklin, The Indian men,
when ybung, are hunters and warriors : when old, -counfellors ; for all
their government is by the counfel or advice of the fages. Hence they
generally fiudy orafory; the beft fpeaker having the moft influence.
The Indian women ¢ill the ground, drefs. the food, ‘purfe and bring up

the children, and preferve and hand down to_pofierity the memory of
“public tranfattions. Thele employmcnts of men and gomen are ac-
wounted fiatural and honourable. Having few artificial wants, they
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have abundance of leifure for improvement by converfation. Oup
laborious manner of life, compared with theirs, they efteem flavith and
bafe; and the learning on which we value ourfelves, they régard a5
frivofous and ‘ufelefs.

Having frequent occafions to hold public councx]s they have ac-
quired great order and decency in condu&xvg them. The old men fit
in the foremoft ranks, the warriors in the next, and the women and
children in- the hindmoft. The bufinefs of the women is to take exa&
notice of what pafles ; imprint it in their mempxies, for they have no
writing, and communicate it to their children. They are the records

of the council, and they preferve tradition of the ftipulations in treaties

a bundred years back ; which, when we compare, with our writings, we

al\vays find exa®. He that would fpeak-rifes. 'The reft obferve a pro< .

found filence. When he has finithed; and fits down, they leave him *
fire or fix minutes to reco;leé’t that if he has omitted any thmg ke in-
teaded to fay, or has any thing to add, he may rife again and déliver
it. To interrupt another, even in common ccnverfation, is reckoned
highly indecent.

The politenefs of thefe favaoes in converfation is, indeed; carried to

excefs ; fince it does not perm® them to contradi& or deny the truth of

what is afferted in their prefence. By this means they indeed avoid dif-
putes ; but then it becomes difficult to know their minds, or ‘what i im-

reffion you make’ upon them. The miffionaries who have attempted to

convert them to Chriftianity, all coinplain of thisas one of the greateft
diffcultics of their miffion. The Indians hear with patience the truths of
the gofpel explained to them, and give their ufual tokens of affent. and
a@robatlon baut this by no means unplxes conviftion; it is ‘mere cu'xhty
~When any of them comeg into our towps, our people are apt to crowd
round them, gaze upon them, and mcommode them wkhere they defire
to be private ; this they efteem great rudenefs, and the effe@ of the
want of inftru&ion in the’ rules of civility and good manners. ¢ We
have”, fay they, ¢as much curiofity as you; and when you come into
our téwns, we with for . opportunities of lookmg at you; but for thxs
purpofe we hide ourklves behind, buthes where you are to pafs, and never
intrude ourfelves into your company.” - v
There manner of entering one another’s villages has likewife its rules.
It is reckoned uncivil i in travelling ftrangers to enter a v:’Iaoe abrupdy,
without giving notice of their approach. 'Therefore, as foon as they

arrive within hearing, they f'0p and hollow, remammcr there till invited '

to enter, Two old meq ufuaﬂy come out to tbem and lead them id.
" There
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136 GENERAL DESCRIPTION

There fs in every village a vacant dwelling, called the ﬂrmger: Lo;f/,,
Here they are placed, while the old men go round from hut to hut, ac.
quainting the inhabitants that ftrangers are arrived, who are probably
hungry and weary ; and every one fends them what he can fpare of vic-

* tuals, and fkins to répofe on. When the ftrangers ars refrefhed, pipes

and tobacco are brought ; and then, but not before, converfation begins,
with enqmnes who they are, whither bound, what news, &%c. and it -
nﬁxally ends with offers of fervice; if the ftrangers have occafion for
gmdes, or any neceflaries for contmumo their journey ; and nothing is
exalted for the entertainment,

The fame hofpitality, efteemed among them as a principal v1rtue, is

. pradtifed by private Perfons ; of which Conrad Weifer, the interpreter,

gave Dr. Franklin the following ififtance: He had been naturalized
among the Six Nations, and Tpoke well the Mohock lanouage. :
going through the Indian country to carry a meffage from our governor
to the council at Onondaga, he called at the habitation of Canafletego,
an old acquaintance, who embraced him, fpread furs for him to fit on, -
placed before him fome boiled beans and venifon, and mixed fome rum.
and water for his drick. When he was well refrethed, and had lit his
pipe, Canafletego began to converfe with him : afked how he -had fared
the many years fince they had feen each other, whence he then came, what

had occafioned the journey, &c. Conrad anfwered ‘all his queftions;

and when the difcotirfe began to flag, the Indian, to continge it, faid,
“¢ Conrdd, you haye lived long among the white people, and know

. ¥ {omething of theu- cuftcms ; I have been fometimes at Albany, and

¢ have obferved, that once in feven days they fhut' up®their thops,

- ¢ and affemble all in the great houfe; tell me what it is for >—What do
< théy do there ?”’ ¢ They meet there,” fays Conrad, *¢to hear and

« learn good things”> ¢ I do not doubt {fays the - Indian) that they tell

¢ you fo; they have told me the fame : but I doubt the truth of what
* ¢ they fay, and I will tell you my reafons, I went lately to Albany to

¢ fell my Xins, and buy blankets, knives, powder, rum, &c. You
¢ know I generally ufed to deal with Hans Hanfon; but I was a little
«¢ inclined this time to_try foms other merchants. However I called
« firft upon Hans, and afked him what' he would give for beaver. He
¢ faid he could nct give more. than 4s. a pound ; but (fays he) I cannot
¢ talk on bufinefs now; this is the day when we meet together to leam
¢ good things, and I am going to the meetmg SoI thought to myfelf, :
< fince I cannot do'any bufinefs to-day, I mayaswell go to the meeting

~ “100; and I went wzth him,~There ﬁood upa man in black, and
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¢ began to mlk to the people very angrily. I did not underftand what
& he faid; but perceiving that he looked much at me and at Hanfon,
« ] imagined he was angry at feeing me there: fo I went out, fat down
« near the houfe, ftruck fire, and lit my pipe, waiting till'the meeting
< {hould break up. - I thought too, that the man had mentioned fome-
«¢ thing of beaver, and I fufpetted that it might be the fubje& of their

« meeting. So when they came out, I accofted my merchant,—Well -

¢ Hans {fays I) I bope you have agreed to give more than 4s. a-pound

« No (fays he), I cannot give fo much, I cannot give more than gs. 6d.””
¢ I then fpolg: to feveral other dealers, but they all fung the fame fong,

« three and fixpence, three and fixpence. This made it clear to me that
¢ my fufpicion was right ; and that whatever they pretended of meeting
« to learn guod things, the real purpofe was, to confult how to cheat In-
"« dians in the price of beaver. Confider but a little, Conrad, and you
«¢ muft be of my opinion. If they met fo often to learn good zhings,
« they certainly would have learned fome before this time. But they
s¢ are fill ignorant. You know our pratice. If a white man, in tra-
« velling through our country, enters one of our cabins, we all treat

« him as I treat you; we dry him if he is wet, we warm him if he is -
< cold, and give him meat and drink, that he may allay his thirft and -:

< honger ; and we fpread foft furs for him to reft and fleep on: we de-
¢¢ mand nothing in return. But if I go into a- white man’s houfe at
« Albany, and afk for viGuals and drink, they fay, Where is your mo-
< ney ? And if I have none, they fay, Get out, you Indian dog. You
« fee they have not yet learned thofe little good things that we need no
« meeting to be inftrutted in 5 becaufe our mothers taught them to us

¢ when we were children ; and therefore it is impoffible their meetings ~

¢« fhould be, as they fay, for any fuch purpofe, or have any fuch
« effe@; they are only to contme the cheating of Indians in the price of
¢ beaver.”

The next qucﬁmn that occars is, Whether the peculiarities of the
Americans, or the difparity between them and the inkabitants of
Europe, afford fufficient grounds for determining them, as fome have
done, to be a race of men radically different from all others?

In this queftion, to avoid being tedious, we fhall confine ourfelves to
what has been advanced by Lord Kames ; who is of opinion, that there
are m'ax_l); different fpecies of men, as well as of other animals; and
gives an hypothefis, whereby he pretends his opinion may be main-
mined in a confiftency with Revelation. ¢ If (fays he) the only rule
afforded by nature to clafing animals can be depended on, there are
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different races of men as well as of dogs: a maftiff differs not more from
a fpaniel, than a white man from a negro, or a Laplander from a Dane.
And, if we have any faith in Providence, it ought to be fo. Plants

were created of different kinds, to.fit them for different climates; and

fo were brute animals.  Certain it is, that all men are not fitted equally

for every climate. There is fcarce a climate but what is natural to fome

men, where they profper and flourith ; and there is not a climate but
where fome men degenerate. Doth not then analogy lead us to con-
clude, that, as there are different climates on the face of this globe fo
there are different races of men fitted for thefe different climates ?

¢« M. qufon, from the rule, That animals which can procreate toge-
ther, and whofe progeny can alfo procreate, are of one fpecies; con-
cludes, that all men are of one race or fpecies; and endeavours to fup-
port that favourite opinion, by afcribing to the climate, to food, or
other accidental caufes, all the varieties that are found among men. But
is he ferioufly of opinion, that any operation of climate, or of other
accidental caufe, can account for the copper colour and fmooth chin
univerfal among the Americans; the prominence of the pudenda univer-
fal among the Hottentot women ; or the black nipple no lefs univerfal

among the female Samoiedes >—It is in vain to alcribe to the climate the

low ftature of the Efquimaux, the fmallnefs of their feet, or the bve&
grown fize of their heads. It is equally in vain to afcribe to climate
the low ftature of the Laplanders, or their ugly vifage. The black co-
lour of negroes, their lips, flat nofe, crifped woolly hair, and rank fmell,

_ diftinguith them from every other race of men. The Abyflinians, on

the contrary,. are tall and well made, their complexion a brown olive,
features well proportioned, eyes large and of a fparking black, thinlips,
a nofe rather high than flat. There is no fuch difference of climate be-
tween -Abyflinia and Negro-land as to produce thefe " friking
differences.

¢ Nor fhall cur author’s ingenious hypothefis concerning the extre-
mities of heat and cold, purchafe him impunity with refpe@ to the fal.
low complexion of the Samoiedes, Laplanders, and Greenlanders. The,

Finlanders, and northern Norwegians, live in>a climate not lefs cold
* than that of the people mentioned; and yet are fair beyond otker

Europeans. 1 fay more, there are mény inftances of races of pesple pre-
ferving their original colour, in climates very different from their own;
but not a fingle inflance of the contrary, as far as I can leam. There
have been four complete generations of negroes in Pennfylvania, without
any vxﬁble char‘gc of colour; they -continpe jet black, as orxg inally.
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Thofe who afcribe ail to the fun, ought to confider how little probable

to their infant children, who never faw the fun : I fhould be as foon in-
duced to believe with a German naturalift, whofe name has efcaped me,
that the negro colour is owing to an ancient cuftom in Africa, of dyeing
the fkin black. Let a European, for years, expofe himfelf to the fun in
a hot climate, till-he be quite brown ; his children will neverthelefs have

~ the fame complexion with thofe in Europe. From the aGion of the fun,
is it poffible to explain, why a negro, like a Eurogean, is born with a
reddy fkin, which turns jet black the eighth or ninth day ?”

different races of men, from the various tempers and difpefitions of dife
ferent nations; which he .reckons to be fpecific differences, as well as
, thofe of colour, flature; &c. and having fummed up hisevidence, ke con-
- cludes thus: ¢ Upon fumming up the whole particulars mentioned

- were there no counterbalancing evidence, viz. < That God created many
- pairsof the human race, differing from each other, both externally and
internally ; that he fitted thofe pairs for different climates, and placed

each pair in its proper climate; that the peculiarities of the original.

-

N pairs were pretferved entire in their defcendants; who, having no-affift-

ance but their natural talents, were left to gather knowledge from ex- -

perience; and, in particular, were left (each tribe) to form a language
for itfelf ; that figns were fufficient for the original pairs, without any
Ianguage but what nature fuggefts; and that a language was formed
_  gradually as a tribe increafed in numbers, -and in different occupations,
to make fpeech neceflary #° But this opinion, however plaufible, we
are not permitted to adopt : being taught a different leflon by Reve-
~ lation, viz. That God created but a fingle pair of the human fpecies.
Though we cannot doubt the authority of Mofes, yet his account of

the creation of man is not a little puzzling, as it feems to contradi@®

every one of the faGs mentioned above. A'ccording to that account

different races of men were not formed, mor were men formed -

-, Originally for different climates. AIl men muft have fpoken the fame
language, viz. That of our firft parents. And what of all feems

~ the moft contradiGtory to that account, is the favage flate: Adam, as
Mofes informs us, was endued by his Maker with an eminent degree of
knowledge ; and he certainly was an excellent preceptor to his children
and their progeny, among whom he lived many generations. _Whence
then the degeneracy of all men unto the favage ftate ? To account for
that difmal cataftrophe, mankind muft have fuffered fome terrible con.
vulfion, ‘That terrible conyulfion is revealed to s in the hiftory of the

: , Tz - tower

it is, that the colour it impreffes on the parents fhould be communicated .

Our author next proceeds to draw fome arguments for the exiftence of .

above, would one hefitate a2 moment to adopt the’ following opinion, -
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tower of Babel, contained in the 11th chapter of Genefis, which is,
¢ That, for many centuries after the deluge, ‘the whole earth was of one
]anguage, and of one fpeech ; that they united to build a city-on a plam
in the land of Shinar, with a tower, whofe top might reach unto heaven
that the Lord, beholding the people to be one, and to have all one lan.

guage, and that nothing would be reftrained from them which they im.
agined to do, confounded tlftir language that they might not underftand .

one another, and fcattered them abroad upon the face of all the earth.’
Here hoht breaks forth in the midft of darknefs. By confounding the

language of men, and fcattering them abroad upon the face of all the -

earth, they were reddered favages. And to harden them for their
new habitations, it was neccflary that they fhould be divided into dif-

* ferent kinds, fitted for different climates. Without an immediate change

of conftitution, the builders of Babel could not poffibly have fubfifted
in the burning region of Guinea, nor in the frozen region of Laplar'd

houfes not being prepared, nor any other convenience to protect them

againft a deftruive climate.”

We may firft remark, on his Lordthip’s hypothefis, that it is evidently

mcomplete for, allowing the human race to have been divided into
different fpecies at the confufion of languag°s, and that each {pecies was
adapted to a particular climate ; by what means were they to. get to the
climates proger for them, or how were they to know that fuch climates
exifted ? How was an American, for inftance, whea languithing in an
improper climate at Babel, to get to the land of the Amazons, or the
banks of the Orconoko, in his own country ? cr how was he to know
thefe places were more proper for him than others *—1If, indeed, we take
the {cripture phrafe, *¢ The Lord jeattered them aéroad upon the face of
all the earth,” .in a certain fenfe, we may account for it. * If we fuppole

that the different fpecies were immediately carricd off by a whirlwind, or '

other {upernatural means, to their proper countries, the difficulty wiil

vanith : but if this is his Lordthip’s mterpretanon, it is certainly a very .

ﬁm'rular one.

Before entering upon a confideration of the particular - arguments ufed
by our author for proving the diverfity of fpecies in the human race, it
will be proper to lay down the following general principles, which may
ferve as axioms. * (1.) When we affert a multiplicity of fpecies in the
human race ; we bring in a fupernatural canfe to folve a natural pheno-

" menon: for thefe fpecies are fuppofed to be the immediate work of the

Deity. (2.) No perfon has a right to call any thing the immediate effect
of omnipotence, unlefs by exprefs revelation from the Deity, or from a
certainty that no nateral caufe is fufficient to produce the effe. The

. ~ " reafon
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reafon s plam. The Deity is 1nv1ﬁble, and {o are many natural canfes:
when we fee an effe& therefore, of which the caufe does not- manifeft
itfelf, we cannot know whether the immediate caufe is the Deity, or an
invifible natural power. Anexample of this we have in the phenomena
of thunder and easthquakes, which were often afcribed immediately to
the Deity, but are now‘difcovered to be the effe@ts of ele@ricity. (3.)
No perfon can affert natural caufes to be infufficient to produce fuch and
fuch effe@ts, unlefs he perfe&ly knows all thefe caufes and the limits of
their power ia all poffible cafes; and this no man bas ever known, orcan
know. . ’

By keeping in. view thefe prmc1ples, which we hope are felfaevldent,
we will eafily fee Lord Kames’s arguments to confift entirely in a petitia
» principii.—In fubftance they are all reduced to this fingle fentence:
« Natural philofophers have been hitherto unfuccefsful in their en-
deavours to account for tht diﬂ‘etencesk’pbferved among mankind,
therefore thefe differences cannot be accounted for from natural caufes.”

- His Lordthip, however, tells us in the paffages already quoted, that
'« 2 maftiff differs not more from a fpaniel. than a Laplender fi from a
-« Dane;” that ¢ it is vain to afcribe to climate the low ftature of the
Laplanders, or their ugly vifage.”—Yet, in a note on the word Lap-
Jandcrs, he fubjoins, that, ¢ by late accounts it appears, that the Lap-
landers are only degenerated Tartars; and that they and the Hungarians
originally {prung from the fame breed of men, and from the fame coun-
try.”—The Hungarians are generally handfoms and weil made, like

. Banes, or like other people. The Laplanders, he tells us, differ as
much from them as a maftiff from a fpaniel. . Natural caufes, therefore,

. according to Loord Kames him{elf, may caufe two individuals of the fame
fpecies of mankind to differ from each other as much as a maftiff does

from a {paniel.

While we are treatmg this fuby‘& of colour, it may not be amifs to

_obferve, that a very remarkable difference of colour may accidently hap-
pen to individuals of the fame fpecies. In the ifthmus of Darien, a
fingular race of men have been difcovered.—They are of low ftature, of
a feeble make, and incapable of enduring fatigue. Their colour is a
dead milk white; not refembling that of fair people among Europeans,
but without any bluth or fanguine complexion. Their fkin is covered
with a fine hairy down of a chalky white; the hair of their heads,
their eye-brows, and eye-lathes, are of the fame hue. Their eyes are of

a fingular fofm, and fo weak, that they can hardly bear the light of the )

{un; but they fee clearly by moon-light, and are moft aftive and gay in
the mght. Amon° the negroes of Afnca, as well as the natives of the
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~ Indianiflands, a fmall number of thefe people arc produced. They are
called Alsinos by the Portuguefe, and Kackerlakes by the Dutch.

"This race of men is not indeed permanent; but it is {ufficient to thow,
that mere colozr is by no means the charaGeriftic of a certain fpecies of
mankind. The difference of colour in thefe individuals is undoubtedly
owing to a natural caufe.” To conftitute, then, a race of men of this
colour, it would only be neceflary that this caufe, which at prefent is

' "merely accidental, fhould become permanent, and we cannot know but
it may be {o in fome parts of the world.-

If a difference in colour is no chara@eriftic of a different fpecies of
‘mankind, much lefs can a difference in fature 5c-thought fo.—In the

. fouthern parts of America, there are faid to be 2 race of men exceeding
the common fize in height and ftrength. This account, however, is
. doubted of by fome : but be that as it will, it is certain that the Efqui-
maux are as much under the common fize, as the Patagonians are faid
to be above it. Neverthelefs we are not to imagine, that either of thefe
are {pecific differences ; feeing the Laplanders and Hungarians are both
of the fame {pecies, and yet the formerare generally almoft a foot fhorter
than the latter;; and if a difference of climate, or other accidental caufes;
can make the people of one.country a foot fhorter than the common
fize of mankind, undoubtedly accidental caufes of a contrary nature may
make thofe of another country a foot taller than other men.
Though the fun has undoubtedly a fhare in the produion of the
fwarthy colour of thofc nations which are moft expofed to his infiuence ;
yet the manner of living to which people are accuftomed, their victuals,

_* their employment, &t. muft contribute very much to a difference of

complexion. There are fome kirds of colcuring roots, which, if mixed
with the food of certain animals, will tinge even their bones of a yellow -
colour. It cannot be thought any great degree of credulity to infer
from this, that if thefe roots were mixed with the food of a white man,
they might, without a miracle, tinge his fkin of a yellow colour. If a
man and woman were both to ufe food of this kind for a length of time,
till they became as it were radically dyed, it is impoffible, without the in-
tervention of Divine power, or of fome extraordinary natural caufe,
but their children muft be of the fame colour; and was the fame kind
of food tobe continued for feveral generations, it is more than probable
that this colour might refift the continued ufe.of any kind of food
-whatever. . :
" Of this indeed we have no examples, but we- have an example of
chinges much more wonderful. It is allowed on all hands, that it is
more ealy to work a changeé upon the body of a2 man, or any other

animal
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animal, than vpon his mind. A man that is naturally choleric may in-
deed learn to prévcnt the bad effes of his paffion by reafon, but the
paffion itfelf will remain as immutable as his colour. But to reafon in a
manner fimilar to Lord Kames ; ; though a man fhould be naturaily cho-
leric, or {ubje@ to any other paﬂion, why fhould his children be fo?
—This way of reafoning, however plaufible, is by no means concluﬁvc,

as will appear from the following paffage in Mr. Forfter’s Voyag

June gth. ¢ The officers who could ‘not yet relith their falt provi-

fions after the refreihments of New Zealand, had ordered their black dog,
mentioned p. 1 34 to be killed : this day, therefore, we dined for the
" firft time on a Jeg of it roafted; which tafted fo exa@tly like mautton,
that it was abfolutely undiftinguifhable. In our cold countries, where
animal food is fo much ufed, and wherc to be carnivorous perhaps lies
in the nature of men, or is mdxfpenfably neceffary to the prefervation of
their health and ftrength, it is ftrange that there fhould exift a Jewith
averfion to dogs-ﬂefh, when hogs, the moft uacleanly of all
animals, are eaten without fcruple. Nature feems exprefsly to have in-.
teaded them for this ufe, by making their offspring fo very numerous,
and their increafe fo quick and frequent. It may be objctted, that the
exalted degree of inftinét which we obferve in cur dogs, infpires us with
" great unwillingnefs to kill and eat them. Butitisow ing to the time we
fr»qd on the education of dogs, that they acquire thofc eminent qualities
which attach them fo much to us. The natural qualities of cur dogs
may receive a wonderful improvement; .but education muft give its
afiitance, without which the human mind itfelf, though capable of an

immenfe expanfion, remains in a very contraCed ftate.” In New Zea- -

Iand, and (according to former accounts of voyages) in the tropical ifles
of the South Sea, the dogs are the moft ftupid, dull animals imaginable,.
and do not feem to have the leaft advantage in point of fagacity over our
theep, which are commonly made the emblems of filline%s. In the for-
mer country they are fed vpon fith, in the latter on vegetables, and both

thefe diets may have ferved to alter their difpofition. Education may

perhaps likewife graft new inftin@s: the New Zealand dogs are fed on
“the remains of their mafter’s meals; they eat the bones of other dogs;
and the puppies become, true cannibals from their birth. We had a
young New Zealand puppy on board, which kad certainly had no op-
: portumrv of tafting any thing but the mother’s milk before we purchafed
: however, it eagerly devoured a portion of the fleth and bones of the
dcg on which we dined to-day ; while feveral others of the European
breed taken on board at the Cape, turned from it without touching it.
“ On the fo.rth of Auguft, a young bxtc}', of the terrier breed, takcn
on

e
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on board at the Cape of Good Hope, and covered by a {paniel, broughs
ten young ones, one of which was dead. The New Zealand dog men-
tioned above, which devoured the bones of the roafted dog, now felt
upon the dead puppy, and eat of it with a ravenous appetite. Thisisa
proof how far education may go in producing and propagating new in-
ftints in animals.. European dogs are never fed on the meat of their
own fpecies, but rather feem to abhor it. The New Zealand dogs, in
all likelihood, are trained up from their earlieft age to cat the remains
of their mafter’s meals : they are therefore ufed to feed upon fifh, their
own fpecies, and perhaps human flefh; and what was only owing to
habit at firit, may become inftin& by length of time. This was remark-
able in our cannibal dog ; for he came on board fo young, that he. could
not have been weaned long enough to have acquired a habit of devouring
his own fpecies, and much lefs of eating human fleth ; however, one of
our feamen having cut his ﬁncrer, held it out to the dog, w‘lo fell to
greedily, licked it, and then b’gan to bite it.’

From this account it appears, that even the inftin@s of animals are not
unchangeable by natural caufes ; and if thefe caufes are powerful enough
to change the difpofitions of fucceeding generations, much more may
we fuppofe them capable of making any poffible alteration in the exter-
nal appearance,

We are not here necefficated to confine ourfelves to obfervations made
on brute animals. The Franks are an example of the produétion of one
ggneral charaer, formed by fome natural caufe from a mixture of many
different nations.—They were a motley multitude, confifting of various
German nations dwelling beyond the Rhine« who, uniting in defence
of their common liberty, took thence the name of Fraxzks; the word
fraxk fignifying in their language, as it ftill does in ours, free. Among
them the' following nations were mentioned, viz. the AQuarii, Chamavi,
Bru@ter, Saiii, Frifii, Chaufi, Amfwarii, and Catti. We cannot fup-
pofe one chara&er to belong to fo many diferent nations; yet it is cer-.
tain, that the Franks were nationally chara@erized as treacherous ; and
fo deeply feems this quality to have been rooted in their nature, that

- their defcendants have not got quite free of it in 1500 years. Itisin

vain, then, to talk of different races of men, either from their colour,

" fize, or prevailing difpcfitions, feeing we have undeniable proofs that all

thefe may be changed, in the moft remarkable manner, by natu“al cauﬁs,
without any miraculous interpofition of the deity.

THE FirST PEOPLING OF AMERICA. The next queftion, then,
which prefents itfelf is, From what part of the Old V’ond America has
motft prcbably been peoP*ed 2 ‘

Difcoveries
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Difcoveries long ago made inform us, that an intercourfe between the
Old Continent and America might be carried on with facility from the
north-weft extremities of Europe and the north-eaft boundaries of Afia,
In the ninth century the Norwegians. difcovered Greenland, and planted
a colony there. The communication with that country was renewed in
the laft century by Moravian miffionaries, in order to propagate their
doftrine in that bleak and uncultivated region. By them we are in-
formed that the north-weft coaft of Greenland is feparated from Amnterica
by a very narrow ftrait; that at the bottom of the bay it is highly pro;
bable that they are united; that the Efquimaux of America perfe@ly
refemble the Greenlanders in their afpe@, drefs, and mode of living ;

. and that a Moravian miﬂid;xary, well acquainted with the language of
Greenland, having vifited the country of ‘the Efquimaux, found, to his ‘
aftonithment, that they {poke the fame language with the Greenlanders, P
and were in every refpect the fame people. The fame fpecies of ani-
mals, too, are found in the contiguous regions. ‘'The bear, the wolf, the

“fox, the hare, the deer, the roebuck, the elk, frequent the forefts ‘
North America, as well as thofe in the north of Furope. ’

Other difcoveries have proved, that if the two continents of Afia and
America be feparated at all, it isxonly by a narrow ftrait. From this
part of the Old Continent, alfo, inhabitants ‘may have pafed into the
New; and the refemblance between the Indians of America and the
eaftern inhabitants of Afia, would induce us to conjeture that they have
a common origin. This is the opinion adopted by Dr. Robertfon in his
Hiftory of America, where we find it accompanied with the following
narrative, ‘

“ While thofe immenfe regions which ftretched eaftward from the
river Obyto the fea of Kamtfchatka were unknown, or imperfe&ly ex-
plored, the north-eaft extremities of our hemifphere were fuppofed to be
fo far diftant from any part of the New World, that it was not eafly to-
conceive how any communication - fhould have been carried on between
them.  Bat the Ruffians; having fubjected the weftern part of Siberia to
their empire, gradually extended their knowledge of that vaft country,
by advancing towards the eaft into unknown provinces, Thefe were

difcovered by hunters in their excurfiong after game, or by foldiers em-
ployed in levying the taxes; and the court of Mofcow eftimated the
importance of thofe countries only by the fmall addition which they -
made to its revenne. At length, Peter the Great afcended the Ruffian
throne: His enlightened comprehenfive mind, jntent upon every circum.
flance that could aggrandize his empire, or render his reign illuftrious,
difcerned confequences of thofe difcoveries, which had efcaped the ob-
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fervation of his ignorant predeceffors. He perceived, ‘that, in propor-
tion as the regions of Afiaextended towards the eaft, they muft approack

. nearer to America; that the communication between the. two conti-

nents, which had long been fearched for in vain, would probably be
found in this quarter ; and that, by opening this intercourfe, fome part
of the wealth and commerce of the weftern world might be made to
flow into his dominions by a new channel. Such an objet fuited a
‘genius that delighted in grand fchemes. Peter drew up inftru&ions with
his own hand for profecuting this defign, and gave orders for carrying

it into execution,
¢¢ His {ucceflors adopted his 1deas, and purfued his plan. The officers

_whom the Ruffian court employed in this fervice, had to ftruggle with
~ fo many difficulties, that their progrefs was extremely flow. Encouraged
- by fome faint traditions among the people of Siberia conceming a fuc«

cefsful voyage in the year 1648 round the north-eaft promontory of Aﬁa, :

they attempted to follow the fame courfe. Veflels were fitted out, with
this view, at different times, from the rivers Lena and Kolyma; but/in
a frozen ocean, which nature feems not to Have deftined for navigation,
they were expofed to many difafters, without being able to accomplith
their purpofe. No veffel fitted out by the Ruffian court ever ddubled
this formidable cape; we are indebted for what is known of tHofe ex-
treme regions of Afia; to the difcoveries made. in excurfions éy land.
In all thofe: provinces, zn opinion prevails, that countries of great extent
and fertility lie at no confiderable diftance from their own cofts. Thefe

* the Roffians imagined to be part of America; and feveral /circumftances

concurred not only in confirming them in this belief, byt in perfuading
them that_fome portion of that continent could not be very remote.

- 'Trees of various kinds, unknown in thofe naked regions of Afia, are

driven upon the coaft by an eafterly wind. . By the/fame wind floating
ice is brought thither in a few days; flights of birds arrive annually
from the fame quarter; and a tradition obtains mong the mhabltams,
of an iatercourfe formerly camed on w1th ome counties fituated to

\

\
¢ After weighingall thefe pamcufars, and companng the poﬁtxon of

 the countries in Afia thch they had difcovered, with fuch parts in the
north-weit of America as were already known; the Ruffian court formed -

a plan, whlch would have hardly occurred to any nation lefs accuftomed
to engage in arduous undertakings and to contend with great difficulties.

Orders were iffued to build two veffls at Ochotz,, in the fea of Kamt-

{chatka, to fail on a voyage of difcovery. T hough that dreary uncul-
tivated region fornifhed nothing that could be of ufﬂ in conftructing

them but fome larch-trees ; though not only thc irun,’ the cordage, the
- : - - fails,

" the
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/

/fails, and all the numerous articles requifite for their equipment, but
| the provifions for victualling them, were to be carried -through the im-
menf: deferts of Siberia, along rivers of difficult navigation, and roads

finithed ; and, ‘under the command of the captains Behring and Tfchiri-
kow, failed from Kamtfchatka in queft of the New World, in a quarter
where it had never been approached. They thapgd their courfe towards
the eaft; -and though a ftorm foon feparated the veffels, which.never re-

were not altogether fruftrated. Each of the commanders difcovered
land, which t(;/them appeared to be part of the American continent;

and, according to their obfervations, it feems to be fituated within a

fu 503

[

people athore : but in one place the inhabitants fled as the Ruffians
approached ; in another, they carried off thofe who landed, and de-
ftroyed their/boats. 'The violence of the weather, and sthe diftrefs of
their crews, jobliged both to quit this inhofpitable coaft. In their return
" they touched at feveral iflands, which ftretch in a chain from eaft to
weft between the country which they had difcovered and the coaft of
Afia.  They had fome intercourfe with the natives, who feemed to them
to refemble the North Americans. They prefented to the Ruffians the
caluinzt, /or pipe of peace, which is a fymbol of friendfkip univerfal
among the people of North America, and an ufage of arbitrary inftitu-
tion peculiar to them.”
The more recent and accurate difcoveries of the illuftrious navigator

PSSy

~

[T~

certamty. The fca, from the fouth of Behring’s Straits to the crefcent
of ifles between Afia and America, is very fhallow. It deepens from.
thefe ftraits (as the Britith feas do from thofe of Dover) till foundings
are Aoft in the Pacific Ocean; but that does not take place bat to the
fouth of the ifles. Between ‘them and the ftraits is an increafe from 12
t0/54 fathom, except only off St. Thaddeus Nofs, where there is a chan-
nél of greater depth. From the volcanic difpofition, it has been judged
probable, not only that there was a feparation of the continents at the
Straits of Behnng, ‘but that the whole fpace from the ifles to that {mall
/ opening had once been occupied by land ; and that the futy of the wa-
/ tery element, auated by that of firé, had in moft remote times, fub-
/ verted and overwhelmed the trat, and left the iflands monumental frag.
ments,
Wuhont adoptmg all the fancxes of Buffon, thcre can be no doubt, 2s
U 2 the

almoft impaffable, the mandate of “the fovereign, and the perfeverance
of the people, at laft furmounted every obftacle. Two veflels were-

joined, and many difafters befel them, the expe@ations from the voyage

few degrces of/the north-weft coaft of California. Each fent fome of his -

Cooxe, and his fucceffor Clerke, have brought the matter ftill nearer to -
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the Abbé Clavxgero obferves, that our planet- has been fubje& to great .
vicifitudes fince the deluge. * Ancient and modern hiftories conﬁrm the -
truth which Ovid has fung in the name of Pythagoras:

Video ego quod, fuemt quondam /él idiffima tellus, =
Eﬁ fretums vidt fa&as ex @quore terrtz:.

At prefent they plough thofe lands over which {hnpS\formerly fa.lled, and
now they fail over lands which were formerly cultivated ; earthquakes

-have fwallowed fome lands, and fubterraneous fires. have thrown uwp
others : the rivers have formed new foil with thci\r mud; the fea re-

treating from the fhores has lengthened the land in fomc places, and ad-
vancing in others has diminithed it; it has feparaqad {fome territories
which were formerly united, and formed new ftraits.; and gulphs Ve
have examples of all thefe revolutions in the paft century. Sicily was
united to the continent of Naples, as Eubea, now the Black Sea, to

" Beetia. Diodorus, Strabo, and other ancient authors, _fay the fame thing

of Spain and Africa, and affirm, that by a violent eruption of the ocean
upon the land between the mountains Abyla and Ca]pe, that commum-
cation was broken, and the Mediterranean Sea was formed. -Among
the people of Ceylon there is a tradition that a ﬁmdar ‘n’ruptxon of the
fea feparated their ifland from the peninfula of India. | The fame thing
is believed by thofe of Malabar with refpe@ to the ifles of Maldivia,

“and with the Malayans with refpe@ to Sumatra. It is certam, fays the

Count de Buffon, that in Ceylon the earth has loft 3o or 4o leagues,
which the fea has taken from it; on ‘the contrary, Tongres, a place of
the low “countries, has 0amed 30 leagues of land fror;x the fea.  The

‘northern part of Egypt owes its exiftence to mundanons of the Nile.

The éarth .which this river has brought from the mland conntnes of
Africa, and depofited in its mundanons, has formed a foxl of more tha
25 cubits of depth. In like manner, adds the above author, the pro-
vince of the Yellow River in China, and r.hat of Lomﬁana, have only

" been for.ned of the mud of rivers. Pliny, Seneca, ondorus, and Strabo,
- report innumerable emmples of fimilar revolutions, whxch we omit, that

our dxﬁ'ertauon may not become too prolix; asalfo many modern revo-
lutions, which are related in the theory of the carth of .the Count de
Buffon and other authors. ‘In South America, all thofe who have ob-
ferved with philofophic eyes the peninfula of Yumtan, do not doubt that

. that country has once been the bed of the fea; and, on the contrary,
-in the channel of Bahama many. indications fhew the ifland of Cuba to-

have been once um,&ed to the continent of Florida. | In the ftrait which
{eparates America from Afia many iflands are found, which probably
3 . ) / were
g
|
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* . were the mountains belonging to that tra& of land which we fappofe to

have been fwallowed up by eart}iquakes which is made more ‘probable
by the multitude of volcanoes which ‘we know of in the peninfula of

_Kamtfchatka. It is imagincd, however, that the finking of that land, o

and the feparation of the two continen:s, has been vccafioned by thofe
great and extraordinery earthquakes mentiosed in the hiftories of the
Americans, which formed an era almoft as memorable as that of the

deluge. “The Liftories of the Toltecas fix fuch earthquakes in the year

1 Tecpatl ; but as we know nat to what century that belonged, we can
form no conjeCture of the time that great calamity happened. Ifa great
earthquake fhould overwhelm the ifthmus of Sucz, and there thould be at
- the fame time as great a fcarcity of hiftorians as there were in the firft
" ages after the deluge, it would be_ doubted, in 300 or 400 years after,
Whethcr Afia had ever been umted by that part to Africa; and many
would firmly deny it.

Whether that great event, the feparation of thec continents, took plaoc :

"before or after the population of America, is-as impoflible as it is of
little moment for us to know ; but we are indebted to the above-men-
* tioned navigators for fettling the lonz difpute about the point from
which it was efe@ed. Their obfervations prove, that in one place the

diftance between continent and continent is only 89 miles, not (as the

author of the Recherches Philofs, ophiques fur les Americains would have 1t)
800 leagues. 'This narrow ftrait has alfo in the middle two iflands;
,which would greatly facilitate the migration of the Afiatics into the
New World, fuppofing that it took place in canoes after the convulfion

wkich rent the two continents afunder. . Befides, it may be added “that

thefe ftraits are, even in the fummer, often filled with ice; in wmter,
often frozen. In either cafe mankind might find an eafy paffage ; in

the laft, the way was extremely ready for quadrupeds to crofs and fock
the continent of America. But. where, from the vaft expanfe of the
north-eaftern world, to fix on the firft tribes who .contributed. to pcople

- the New Continent, now inhabited almoft from end to end, is a matter .

that baffles human reafon. The learned may make bold and i ingenious
conjetures, but plain good fenfe cannot always accede to them. .

" As mankind increafed in numbers, they naturally protruded one
another forward. Wars might be another caafe of migrations. ‘There
appears no reafon why the Afiatic north might not be an offciviz virirum,

- as well as the Earopean. The overteeming country, to the eaft of the

Riphcean mountains, muft find it neceffary to difcharge its inhabitants: -
the firft great wave of people was forced forward by the next to it, more - _
tumjd and more powerfal than itfelf ; {ucccﬂive and new impulfes con- —

. : . tmua]ly
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tinually arriving, fhort reft was given to that which fpread over 2 more
caftern tract; difterbed again and .again, it covered frefh Tegions ; at
Iength, reaghing the fartheft limits of the Old World, found a new one,

" with ample fpace to occupy unmolefted for ages ; till Columbus curfed

thenr by a difcovery, which brought again new fins and new deaths to
both worlds. »

¢ The.inhabitants of the New World (Mr, Pennant obferrcs), do not
confift of the offspring of a fingle nation ;,different people, at feveral

* periods, arrived there ; and it is impofiible to fay, that any one is now

to be found on the original fpot of its. colonization. It is impoffible,
with the lights which we have fo receatly received, to admit that
America could receive its inhabitants {at leaft the bulk of them) from
any other place than eaftern Afia. A few proofs may be added, taken
from cuftoms or drefles common to the inhabitants of both worlds -
fome have been long extin in the Old, others remain in both in full
force. S . . |

¢ The cuftom of fcalping was a barbarifm in ufe with the Scythians,
who carricd about them at all times this favage mark: of triomph : they
cut a circle round the neck, and.ftripped off the fkin, as they would that
of an ox. A little image found among the Calmucs, of a Tartarian
deity, mounted on a horfe, and firing on a human fkin, with fcalps

~ pendent from the breaft, fully illufrates the caftom of the Scythian pro-

genitors,-as defcribed By the Greek hifterian. This ufage, as the Eu-
ropeans know by horrid experience, is continued to this day in America.
The ferocity of the Scythians to tkeir prifoners extended to the remoteft .
part of Afia, The Kamtfchatkans, even at the time of their difcovery
by the Ruflians, put their prifoners to death by the moft lingering and ex-
cruciating inventions; a pra&ice in full force to this very day among the
aboriginal Americans. A race of the Scythians were ftiled Anthropophagi,
from their feeding on human flefh,  The pecple of Nootka Sound fill
make a repaft on their fellow creatures : but what is more wonderﬁxl,;;hc

 favage allies of the Britith army have been known to throw the mangled
“limbsof the French prifoners into the horrible cauldron; and devour

them with the fame relifh as thofe of a quadreped.
¢ The. Scythians were faid, for a certain time, .annually to transform
themfelves into ‘Wwolves, and again to refume the human fhape, 'The

* new difcovered Americans about Neotka Sound, 2t this time difguife

themfelves in dreffes made of the fkins of wolves and other wild beatts,
and wear even the heads fitted to their own, hefe habits they ufe in
the chace, to circumvent the animals of the field. But would not igno-

: ' : ‘ - fance
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rance or fuperftition afcribe to 2 fupernataral metamorpofis thefe tempo-
rary expedients to deceive the brute creatiog: ?

< In their marches, the Kamtfchatkans never went abreaft, but fol-
lowed one another in the fame tra&. The fame cuftom is exaély ob-
ferved by the Americans.

«¢ The Tungufi, the moft numerous nation refident in Siberia, prick
their faces with {mall pun&ures, with a needle, in various fhapes; then
rub into them charcoal, fo that the marks become indelible. This cuf-
tom is ftill obferved in feveral parts of America. The Indians on the
back of Hudfon’s Bay, to this day, perform the operation exaly in the
fame manner, and punQure the fkin into various figures; as the natives of
New Zealand do at pxefent, and as the ancient Britons did with the herb
glaftum, or woad; and the Virginians, on the firft dxfcovcry of that
ccuntry by the Englith.

« The Tungufi ufe canoes made of birch-bark, diftended over ribs of
wood, and nicely fewed together. The Canadian, and many other
American nations, ufe no other fort of boats. The paddles of the Tun-
g=fi are broad at each end ; thofe of the peopie near Cook’s river, and
of Oonalafcha, are of the fame form.

s In b.xrymg of the dead, many of the American nations place the
corpfe at fuil length, after preparing it according to their caftoms;
cthers place it in a firting pofture, and lay by it the moft valuable cloath-

" “ing, wampum, and oiler matters. The Tartars did the fame : and both

people agree in covering the whole with earth, {o as to form a tumulus,
barrow, or carnedd.. : ’

< Some of the American nations hang their dead in trees. Certain of
the Tungufi obferve a fimilar cuftom.

¢ We can draw fome analogy from drefs: conveniency in that article
muft have been confulted on both continents, and originally the materials
muft have been the fame, the fkins of birds and beafts, Itis fingular,
that the conic bonnet of the Chinefe fhould be found among the people
of Nootka. * I cannot give into the notion, that the Chinefe contributed
to the population of the New World ; but we can readily admit, that
a fhipwreck might furnith thofe Americans with a pattern for that pah
of the drefs.

% In refpe@® to the features :md form of the human bpdy, almoft every
- tribe found along the weftern coaft has fome fimilitude to the Tartar

nations, and fill retain the little cyes, fmall nofes, high cheeks, and
broad faces. They vary in fize, from the lufty Calmucs to the little
Nogaians. The internal Americans, fuch as the Five Indian nations,
who are tall of body, robuit in make, and of oblong faces, are derived
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from a variety among the Tartars themfelves. The fine race of Tichut.
fki feem to be the ftock from which thofe Americans are derived. - The
‘Tfchutfki, again, from that fine race of Tartars the Kabardinfki, or in-
habitants of Kabarda.

¢ But about Prince Williain’s Sound begins a race chiefly diftinguifhed
by their drefs, their canoes, and their inftruments of the chace, from the
tribes to the fouth of them. Here commences the Efquimaux people,
or the race known by that“hame in the high latitudes of the eaftern fide
of the continent. They may be divided into two varieties. At this
place they are of the largeft fize. As they advanke northward they de-
creafe in height, till they dwindle into the dwarfift\tribes which occupy
fome of the coafts of the Icy Sea, and the maritime\parts of Hudfon’s

"Bay, of Greenland, and Terra de Labrador. The fapous Japanefe map -

places fome iflands {eemingly within the Straits hring, on which is
beftowed the title of Yz Zze, or the Kingdom of the Dwarfs. - Does not
this in {fome manner authenticate the chart, and give us reafon to fup-

"pofe that America was not unknown to the Japanefe; and that they had.

{as is mentioned by Keempfer and Charlevoix) made voyages of dif-
covery, and according to the laft, a&ually wintered on the continent ?
That they might have met with the Efquimaux is very probable ;

whom, in comparifon of themfelves, they might juftly diftinguith by the

name of dwarfi, 'The reafon of their low ftature is very obvious:
thefe dwell in a moft fevere climate, amidft peaury of food ; the former
in one much more favourable, abundant in proviﬁon;; circumftances
that tend to prevent the degeneracy of the human frame. At the ifland
of Oonalafcha, a diale& of the Efquimaux is in ufe, which was continned
along the whole coaft from thence northward.” '

The continent which ftocked America with the human race poured
in the brute creation through the fame paffage. Very few quadrupeds
continued in the peninfula of Kamtfchatka; Mr. Pennant’ enumerates
only 25 which are inhabitants of land : all the reft perfifted in their mi-
gration, and fixed their refidence in the New World, Seventeen of the
Kamtfchatkan quadrupeds are found ir America: others ar¢ common
only to Sibefia or Tartary, having, for unknown caufes, entirely evacu-
ated Kamtfchatka, and divided themf:lves between America and the

~ parts of Afia above cited. Multitudes again have deferted the Old

World even to an individual, and fixed their feats at diftances moft re-
mote from the fpot from which they took their departure; from mount
Ararat, the refting place of the ark, in a central part of the Old World,
and excellently adapted for the difperfion of the animal creation to all
its parts. -We: nced not be flartled (fays Mr, Pennant) at' the vaft
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journeys many of the quadrupeds took to arrive at their prefentvfegts.
Might not numbers.of fpecies have found a convenient abode in the vaft

Alpsof Afia, inftead of wandering to the Cordilleras of Chili? or might .
. pot others have been contented with the boundlefs plains of Tartary, in-

ftead of travelling thoufands of miles to the extenfive flats of Pampas ?—
To endeavour to elucidate common difficulties is certainly a trouble
worthy of the philofopherand of the divine; notto attempt it would be
a criminal indolence, a negle& to

¢ Vindicate the ways of God to man.”

But there are multitudes of points beyond the human ability to explain,
and yet are truths undeniable : the fa&ts are indifputable, notwithftand-
“ing the aufes are concealed. In fuch cafes, faith muft be called in to
our relief. It would certainly be the-height of folly to deny to that
Being who broke open the great fountains of the deep to effect the de-
luge—and afterwards, to compel the difperfion of mankind to people
the globe, direted the confufion of languages—powers inferior in their
nature to thefe.  After thefe wondrous proofs of Omnipotency, it will
be abfurd to deny the poffibility of infufing inftin& into the brute cre-

tion. Deus ¢ff anima bratoram ; * God himfelf is the foul of brutes:”

His pleafure’ muft have determined their will, and directed feveral fpe-
cies, and even the whole genera, by impulfe irrefiftible, to move by flow

progreffion to their deftined regions. But for that, the Lama and the  ~

Pacos might ftill have inhabited the heights of Armenia.and fome more
neighbouring Alps, inftead of labouring to gain the diftant Peruvian
Andes; the whole genus of armadillos, flow of foot, would never have
quitted the torrid zone of the Old World for that of th\ga_,,New; and the
whole tribe of monkeyswould have gamboled together ié@le forefts of
India, inftead, of dividing their refidence between the fhades of Indoftan
and the deep forefts of the Brafils.  Lions and tigers might have infefted
the hot parts of the New World, as the firft do the defarts of Africa, and
the laft the provinces of Afia; or the pantherine animals of South
America might have remained additional fcourges with the favage beafts
of thofe ancient continents. The Old World would have been over-
ftocked with animals ; the New remained an unanimated wafte! or both
bave eontained an equal portion of every beaft of the earth. - Let it not
be_objected, that animals bred in a fouthern climate, -after the defcent
of their parents from the ark, would be unableso bear the froft and foow
of the rigorous north, before they reached South America, the place of
their final deftination. It maft be confidered, that the migration muft
have been the weork of ages; that in the courfe of their progrefs cach
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generation grew hardened to the climate it had reached ; and that after -

their arrival in America they wculd agéin be gradually-accoftomed to . <
warmer and warmer climates, in their removal from north to fouth, a5 ~ 13
_they had in the reverfe, or from fouth to north. Part of the tigers ftill ’ t
inhabit the eternal fnows of Ararat, and moltitudes of the very fame {
fpecies live, but with exalted rage, beneath tke line, in the burning foil f
of Borneo or Sumatra; but neither lions or tigers ever ‘migrated into
the New World. A few of the firft are found in India and Perfia, but d
they.are found in numbers only in Africa. The tiger extends as far t
north as weftern Tartary, in lat 40. 0. but never has reacked Africa.” i
In fine, the conjeGures of the learned refpeiing the vicinity of the Old- e
and New, are now, by the difcoveries of our great navigators, loft ia con-
viction; and, in the place of imaginary hypothefes, the real place of n
migration is uncontrovertibly pointed out. Some (from a paflage in Ie
Plato} have extended over the Atlantic, from the ftraits of Gibraltar to ° of
the coaft of North and South America, an ifland equal in fize to the 2
continents of Afia and Africa; over which had paffed, as overa bridge, to
fronr the latter, men and animals; wool-headed negroes, and lions and in
tigers, none of which ever exifted in the New World. . A mighty. fea ler
arofe, and in one day and night engulphed this fupendous tra&, and le:
with it every being which had not completed its migration inio Aﬁle- a
rica. ‘The whole negro race, and almoft every quadruped, now inha- Ve,
bitants of Africa, perifhed in this critical day. Five only are to be [  fe°
found at prefent in America; and of thefe only one, the bear, in South ter
America: Not a fingle cuftom, common to the natives of Africa and the
America, to evince a common origin. Of the quadrupeds, the bear, ¢ ele
ftag, wolf, fox, and weelel, are the only animals which we can p'ro.“ the
nounce with certainty to be found on each continent. The ftag, fox, me
‘and weefel; have made alfo no farther progrefs in Africa than the north; aut
but on the fame continent the wolf is fpread over every part, yet is un- we!
kaown in South America, as are the fox and weefel. In Africa and def
South America the bear is very Tocal, bcmg met with only in the north the
of the firt, and on the Andes in the lat. Some caufe unknown arrefted tho
its progrefs in Africa, and impelled the migration of a few into the Chi- fica
lian Alps, and induced them to leave unoccupxcd the vaft tra& from defc
North America to the lofty Cordilleras. : the;
Allufions have often been made to fome remains on the continent of late
Arzerica, of 2 more polithed and cultivated pecple, when compared with hav
the trites which poffefled it on its firlt difcovery by Europeans. Mr. i’;‘
The

Barton, i his Obfervatiskis on fime parts of Natural Hiftory, Part 1. has
colle&ed the feattered hints of r\.-lm, Catver, and fome others, and has
added
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gdded a plan of a regular work, which has been difcovered on the banks ;
of the Mafkingum, near its junction with the Ohio. Thefe remains are :
principally ftone-walls, large mounds of earth, and a combination of ‘
thefe mounds with the walls, fufpe&ed to have been fortifications. In :
fom= places the ditches and the fortrefs are faid to have been plainly ’
feen; in others, furrows, as if the land had been ploughed.

The mounds of earth are of two kinds: they are artificial tumuli,
defigned as repofitories for the dead; or they are of a greater fize, for
the purpofe of defending the adjacent’ country; and with this view
they are artificially conftruéted, or advantage is taken of the natural
eminences, to raife them into a fortifcation. . ’ ;

The remains near the banks of ths Mufkingum, are fituated about one .
mile above the jun&ion-of that river with the Ohio, and 160 miles be-
low Fort Pitt.. They confift of 2 number of walls and other elevations, "
of ditches, &c. altogether occupying a fpace of ground about jo0
perches in length, and from about 150 to 25 or 20 in breadth. The
town, as it has been called, is a large level, encompafled by wails, nearly . _
in the form of a fquare, the fides of‘which are from g6 to- 86 perches in——— "
Iength. Thefe walls are, in general, about 10 feet in height above the
level on which they ftand, and about 20 feet in diameter at the bafe, but
at the top they arc¢ much narrower; ‘they are at prefent overgrown with
vegetables of different kinds, .and, among others, with trees of feveral b
feet diameter. The: chafms, or opening in the walls, were probably in-
tended for gate-ways: they are three in number at each fide, befides
the {maller openi'ngs in the angles. . Within the walls there are three
elevations, each about fix feet in height, with regular afcents to them :
thefe elevations confiderably refemble fome of the eminerces already
meh;ioned, which have been difcovered near the river Mifliffippi. This
author’s opirion is, That the Tolticas, or fome other Mexican nation,
were. the people to whom_ the mounts and fbftiﬁcations, which ke has
defcribed, owe their exiﬁcnée; and that thofe people were prob'ably :
the defcendants of the Danes\. The former part of this conje&ture is
thought probable, from the ﬁxti]arity of the Mexican mcunts and forti- ’
fications defcribed by the Abbé Clavigero, and other authors, to thofe
defcribed by our author; and from the tradition of the Mexicans, thaf
they came from the north-weft :| for, if we can rely on the teftimony of
late travellers, fortifications fimilar to thofe menftioned by Mr. Barton
have been difcovered as far to the north as Lake Pepin; and we find
them, as we approach to the fouth, even as low as the coafts of Florida.

The fecond part of our author’s conjecture appears not fo’ well fupported. ¥
X 3 - PropvcTions, .
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156 GENERAL DESCRIPTION

PropucTrons. This vaft country produces moft of the metals, mi.

nerals, plants, fruits, trees, and wood, to be met with in the other parts
of the world, and many of them in greater quantities and high perfec-
tion. 'The gold and filver of America have fupplied Europe with fuch
immenfe quantities of thofe valuable metals, that they are become vaftly
more common ; fo that the gold and filver of Europe now bears litde
proportion to the bigh price fet upon them before the difcovery of
America, :

It alfo produces diamonds, pearls, emeralds, amethyfts and other va-
Inable ftones, which, by being brought into Europe, have contributed
likewife to lower their value. To thefe, which are chiefly the produc-

_tion of Spanith America, may be added a great number of other com.
modities, which, though of lefs price, are of much greater ufe; and
many of them make the ornament and wealth of the Britith empire in
this part of the world. Of thefe are the plentiful fupplies-of cochineal,
indigo, anatto, logwood, brazil, fuftic, pimento, lignum vitz, rice, gin-
ger, cocoa, or the chocolate nut, fugar, cotton, tobacco, banillas, red-
wood, the balfams of Tolu, ' Peru, and Chili, that valuable .article in
medicine the Jefuit’s bark, mechoacan, faffafras, farfaparilla, caffia, ta-
marinds, hides, furs, ambergreafe, and a great variety of woods, roots,
and plants; to which, before the difcovery of America, we were either

. ftrangers, or forced to buy at an extravagant rate from Afia and Africs,

through' the hands of the Venetians and Genoefe, who then engrofled
the trade of the eaftern world. :

On this continent there grows alfo a variety of excellent fruits; as
pine-apples, pomegranates, citrons, lemons, oranges,” malicatons, cher-
ries, pears, apples, figs, grapes, great numbers of culinary, medicinal,
and other herbs, roots, and plants, with many exotic produétions which
are nourithed in as great perfe@ion as in their native foil.

Having given a fummagy account of America in general ;”of its firft
difcovery by Columbus, its extent, rivers, mountains, &c. of the Abori-
gines, and of the firft peopling this continent, we fhall next turn our at-
tention to the Difcovery and Settlement of NorTH AMERICA, -
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A SUMMARY ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST
p;scoiﬁERIEs 'AND SETTLEMENTS
| L ‘OF .
NORTH AMERICA.

ARRANGED IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER,

P -

£

N ORTH AMERICA was difcovered in the reign of Henry VIL a
period when the Arts and Sciences had made very confiderable progrefs
in Europe. Many of the firft adventurers were men of genius and learn-
ing, and were careful to preferve authentic records of fuch of their pro-
. cecdings as would be-interefting to pofterity. Thefe records afford ample

docmﬁents for American hiftorians, Perhaps no people on the globe - -

can trace the hiftory of their origin and progrefs with fo much precifion
as the inhabitants of North America; particularly that part of them who
inhabit the territory of the United States.

The fame which Columbus had acquired by his firft dxfcovenes on

this weftern continent, fpread through Europe and infpired many
1496 with the fpirit of enterprize. As early as 1496, four years only

after the firft difcovery of America, John Cabot, a Venetian, ob-
tained a commiffion from Henry VII. to difcover unknown lands and
annex them to the crown. -

In the fpring he failed from England with two ﬂups, carrying with
him his three fons. In this voyage, which was intended for China, he
fell in with the north fide of Terra Labrader, and coafted notthcr]y as
far as the 67th degree of latitude.

1497.—The next year he made a fecond voyage to Amcnca with his
fon Sebaftian, who afterwards proceeded in the dxfsg\enes which his
father had begun. 'On the 24th of June he difcovered Bonavifta, on
the north-eaft fide of N wfoundland. Before his return he traverfed
the coaft from Davis’s Straits to Cape Florida.

1502.==Sebatftian Cabot was this year at Newfoundland ; and on his
return carried three of the natives of that ifland to Henry VIL '

' 1513.-—1:1 the fprmg of 1513 John ‘Ponce failed from Porto Rico
northerly'

e

- W’——xﬁr'ﬂ.a TEERATEE Wi e £




- rads, and other countries not poffeffed by any Chriftian prince. We-do

158 DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS

northerly and difcovered the cogtinent in 30° 8 porth latitude. He
Ianded in April, a fcafon when the country around was covered with
verdure, and in foll bloom." This circumftance induced Lim to call the

- country Florida, which, for many years, was the common name for

North and South America.

1516:—In 1516, Sir Sehaftian Cabot and Sir Thomas Pert explorcd

the coaft as far as Brazil in Sonth America.

This vaft extent of country, the coaft whereof was thus explored, re-
mained unclaimed and onfettled by any European power, (except by the
Spaniards in South America) for almoft a century from the time of its

'°<.

difcovery.
1524.—1It was not till the year 1524 that France attempted dxfco-

veries on the American coaft. “Stimulated by his enterprizing neigh-
bours, Francis I. who poflefled a great and aétive mind, fent John Ver-
razano, a Florentine, to America, for the purpofe of making difcoveries,
He traverfed the coaft from latitude 28° to 50° north. Ina fecond
voyage, fome time after he was lof%. o o

1525.—The next year Stephen Gomez, the firft Spaniard who came
upon the American coaft for difcovery, failed from Groyn in Spain, to
Cuba and Florida, thence northward.to Caps Razo, in latitude 46° north,
in fearch of a north-weft paflage to the Eait Indies.

1534.—In the fpring of 1534, by the dire@ion of Francis I. a fleet
was fitted out at St. Malo’s in France, with defign to make difcoveries

_ in America. The command of this fleet was given to James Cartier.

He arrived at Newfoundland in May of this year. Thence he failed
hortherly; and on the day of the feftival of St. Lawrence, he fonnd him-
felf in about latitude 48° 30 north, in the midft of a broad gulf, which
he named St; Lawrence. He gave the fame name to the river which
empties into it. In this voyage, he failed as far north as latitnde .51°,
expeting in vain to find a paflage to China.

_ 1535.—The next year he failed up the river St. Lawrence 3co leagués
to the great and fwift Fz/l. *He called the country New France; built
a fort in which he fpent the winter, and returned in the following {pring
‘to France.

"15423—In 1542, Francisla Roche, Lord of Robewell, was fent to
Canada, by the French king, with three thips and 200 men, women and
children. They wintered here in a fort which they had built, and re-
turned in the {pring. About the year 1550, a large number of Edch-
torers failed for.Canada, but were never after heard of. In 1598, the
king of France commiffioned the Marquis de la Roche to conquer Ca-
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OF NORTH AMERICA., 159
not learn however, that la Roche ever attempted to execute his commife
fion, or that any further attempts were made to fettle Canada dunng
this century.

1539.—On thie 12th of May, 1539, Ferdinand de Soto, with goo
men, befides feamen, failed from Cuba, having for his obje& the con-
queft of Florida. On the goth of May he arrived at Spirito Santo, from
whence he travelfed northward 450 leagues from the fea. Here he dif-’
covered a river a quarter of a mile wide and 19 fathoms deep,

1542 on the bank of which he died and was buried, May 1542, aged 42
1543 years. Alverdohis fucceflor built feven brigantines, and the year
' 'following embarked upon the river. In 17 days he proceeded
down the river 400 leagues, where he judged it to be 15 leagues wide.
From the largenefs of the river at that place of his embarkation, he con-
cluded its fource muft have been at leaft 400 leagues above, fo that the
whole length of the river in his opinion muft have been more than 8co
leagues. As he paffed down the river, he found it opened by two
mouths into the gulph of Mexico. Thefe circumftances led -us to con-

clude, that this river, 6 early difcovered, “was the one which we now -

call the Miffiffigpi. :
Far. 6, 1549. This year king chry VII. granted a penfion for life

to Sebaftian Cabot, in confideration of the important fervices he had
readered to the kingdoni by his difcoveries in America. .

1562.-=The admiral of France, Chatillon, early in this year, fent
" out a fleet under the command of John Ribalt. He arrived at Cape
Francis on the coaft of Florida, near which, on the firft of May, he dif-

covered ard entered a river which he called May river. It is more .

than probable that river is the fame which we now call St. Mary’,
which forms a part of the fouthern boundary of the United States. As:
he coafted northward he difcovered eight other rivers, one of which kel
called Port Royal, and failed up it feveral leagues. On one of the ri
vers he built a fort and called it Charles, in which he left a colony!
under the direGion of Captain Albert. The feverity of Albert’s mea-)
fures excited 2 matiny, in which, to the ruin of the colony, he wasi
flain. Two years after, Chatillon fent Rene Laudonier, with threet
fhips, to Florida. In June he arrived at the River May, on which he
built a fort, and, in honour to his king, Charles IX he called it Cg-
rolina.

In Auguft, this year, Capt. Ribalt artived at Florida the fecond time,
with a fleet of feven veflels to recruit the colony, which, two vears be«
fore, he had left under the dire@ion of the enfortunate Capt. Albert.

The September following, Pedro Melandes, with fix Spanith fhipsy,

, purfued
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purfuéd Ribalt up the river on which he had fettled, and overpowering -

him in numbers, cruelly maffacred him and_his whole company. Me-
landes, having in this way taken pofleffion of the country, built three
forts, and left them garrifoned with 1200 foldiers. Eaudonier and “his
colony on May River, receiving ixiformation{ of the fate of Ribalt,
took the alarm and efcaped'to France.

1567.—A fleet of three fhips was this year fent from France to Flo-
rida, under the ccmmand of Domquue de Gourges. The obje& of

- this expedition was to difpofiefs the Spaniards of that parf of Florida

which they had cruelly and unjuftifiably feized three years be-

1568 fore. He arrived on the coaft of Florida, April 1568, and foon -

after made a fuccefsful attack upon the forts. The recent cru-

~ elty of Melandes and his company excited revenge in the. breaft &

Gourges, and roufed the unjuftifiable principle of retaliation. He took
the forts; put moft of the Spaniards to the fword ; and having burned
and demolifhed all their fortrefles, returmed to France. During the
ﬁfty ycars next after this event, the French enterpnzed no fettlements

_ in America.

1576.—Captain Frobifher was fent this year to find out a north-weﬁ:

- paffage to the Eaft-Indies. The firft land which he made on. the coaft

was a Cape, "vvhich, in honour to the queen, he calleci_@_zem Elizabeth's
Foreland. 1In coafting northerly he difcovered the ftraits which bear

his name. = He profecuted his fearch for a paffage into the weftern ocean

til] he was prevented by the ice, and then returned to England.
1579-—In 1579, Sir Humphrey Gilbert obtained a patent from queen.
Elizabeth, for lands rot yet poffeffed by any Chriftian prince, provided
he would take pofleflion within fix years. With this encourage-

. 1583 ment he failed for America, and on the firft of Augutt, 1583,
anchored in Conception Bay. Afterward he difcovered and .

2ook pofleflion of St. John’s Harbour, and the country fouth. In pur~
fuing his difcoveries he loft one of his fhips on the thoals of Sablon, and
on his return home, a ftorm overtook him, in which he was unfortu-
mately loft, and the intended fettlement was prevented. -

1584.—This year two patents were granted by queen Elizabeth, one

%o Adrian Gilbert, (Feb. 6.) the other to Sir Walter Raleigh, for lands

not poflefied by any Chriftian prince. By the dire&ion of Sir Walter,
two fhips were fitted and fent out, under the command of Philip Amxdas,
and Arthur Barlow. In July they arrived on the coaft, and anchored
in-a harbour feven leagues weft of the Roanoke. On the 13th of July,
they, in a formal manner, took poflefion of the' country, and, in ho-
nour of their virgin queen Elizabeth, they called it l’ir%;z'm‘a. "'Till this

. : , o - time
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"time the conntry was known by the general name of Florida. After this
lecmu became the common name for all North America.

1585. —The next year, Sir Walter Raleigh fent Sir Richard Grcenvil]c
to America, Wbth feven thips. He arrived at Wococon Harbour in
June. Having ﬂatloned a colony of more than a hundred people at
Roanoke, under the dxrc&xon of Capt. Ralph Lane, he coafted nonh-
eafterly as far as Chefapeek Bay, and returned to England. <°

The colony under Capt. Lane e‘ndurcd extreme hardﬂnps, and muft
have perifhed, had not Sir Francis Drike : fortunately returned to Vir-
ginia, and carried them to England, after hang made feveral conqueﬁs
for the queen in the Weft Indies and other places.” e

A fortnight after, Sir Richard Greenville arrived with._ new recruits;
and, although he did not find the colony which he had beforcleft, and
knew not but they had perithed, he had the rathnefs to leave 50 men a
the fame place.

1587.—The year follow 'ing, Sir Walter fent another company to Vir-
ginia, under Governcr White, with a charter and twelve afiftants. In
July he arrived at Roanoke. Not one of the fecond company remained.
He determined, however, to rifque a third colony. Accordingly he lcft
115 people az the old fettlement, and returned to England.

This year (Aug. 13) Manteo was baptized in Virginia. He was the
firft native Indian who received that ordinance in that part of America.
On the 18th of Auguft, Mrs. Dare was delivered of a daughter, whom
the called Vircinia, She was the firft Enghfh child that was born in
North America,

1590.~In the year 1590, Governor White came over to Virgxma
with fupplies and recruits for his colony ; but, to his great grief, not 2
man was to be found. They had all mxfcrably famithed with hlmgcr,
or were maffacred by the Indians. ’

1602.—In the fpring of this jear, Bartholomew Gofuold; with 32 -
perfons, made a voyage to North Virginia, and difcovered and gave
names to Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard, and Elizabeth Iflands, and to
Dover CLiff. Elifabeth Ifland was the- -place which they fixed for their

" firt fettlement. But the courage of thofe who. were ‘to have tarried,
failing, they all went on board and returned to England. All the at-
tempts to fettle this continent which were made by the Dutch,{rencb,

and Englifh, from its difcovery to the prefent time, a period of 10

years, proved ineffe@ual. The Spaniards only, of all the European
nations, had been fuccefsful. ‘There is no account of there having been
“one European family, at tlns time, in all the vaft extent of coaﬁ from
Florida to Greenland, . :
No. III, - | - D S _Manin
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' 1603 ~—Martin Pring and William Brown were this year fent by Sir
Walter Raleigh, with two fmall veflels, to make difcoveries in North
, Virginia. They came upon the coaft, which was brokzn with 2 multi-

tude of iflands, in latitude 43° 30" north. - They coafted fouthward to

Cape Cod Bay ; thence round the Cape into a commodious harbour in
lautude 41° 25, where they went afthore and tarried feven weeks, dur-
ing whxch time they loaded one ‘of their veflels with faﬁ'afras, and re-

turned to England.

Bartholomew Gilbert, in a Voyage to South Virgina, in fearch of the

third colony which had been left there by Governor White in 1 587, hav-
ing touched at feveral of the Weft-India Iflands, landed near Chefapeek
Bay, where, in a fkirmifh with the Indians, he and four of his men were
unfortunately flain. The reft, without any further fearch for the coloay,
returned to England. )
France, being at this time in a flate of tranquility in confequence of
the edi& of Nantz in favour of the Proteftants, paffed by Henry 1V.
" (April 1598) and of the peace with Philip king of Spain and Portugal,
was induced to purfue Yer difcoveries in America. Accordingly the
king figned a patent in forour of De Mons, (1603) of all the country
from the 4cth to the 46th degrees of north latitude under the name
1604 of Acadia.’ ‘The next year De Mons: ranged the coaft from St.
Lawrence to Cape Sable, and fo round to Cape Cod.

1605.—In May 1605, George’s Ifland and Pentecoft Harbour were -

difcovered by Capt. George Weymouth. In May he entered a large
tiver in latitude 43° 20, (variation 11° 15 weft) which Mr. Prince,
in his Chronolooy , fuppofes muft have been Sagadahok ; but from the
fatitude, it was more probably the Pxfcataqua. Capt, Weymouth carried
" with him to, England five of the natives.

1606.—1In the Spring of this year, James I. by patent, divided Virgi-
nia into two colonies. ‘The fonthern included all lands between the gqth
and 411t degrees of north latitude. This was ftyled the £ caleny, undez
the name of South Virginia, and was granied to the London Company.
The northern, called the fecond colony, and known by the general name
of North Virginia, included all lands between the 38tk and 45th'degrees
north latitude, and was granted to the Plymouth Company. Each of

thefe colonies had a council of thirteen men to govern them. To pre-.

vent difputes about territory, the colonies were prohxbxted to plant
within an hundred miles of each: othil#- There appears to be an incoa-

fiftency in thefe grants, as the lands lying between the 38(!1 and 41%

degrees, are covercd b) bo‘h patents,
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Both the London and Plymouth companies “enterprized fettlements

 within the limits of theu‘ refpc&t\'c grants. With what fuccefs will

-now be mentioned.

Mr. Piercy, brother of the Earl of Northumberland, in the fervice of

the London Company, went over with a colory to Virginia, and difco-
vered Powhatan, now James River. In the mean time the Plymouth
Company fent Capt. Henry Challons in a veﬂ'cl of fifty-five fons to
plant a eolony in North Virginia; but in his voyage he was taken by a
Spanith fleet and carried to Spain.  «

1607.—The London Company this fprin fent Capt.'Chriﬁopher
April 26, Newport with three veflels to Soubh Virginia. On the 26th

.of April he entered Chefapeek Bay, and landcd and foon after gave to

the moft fouthern point, the name of Cape Henry, which it fill

Mazy 13. retains, - Having elefted Mr. Edward Wingfield prefident for- - -
" the year, they ne)gt"day landed .all their men, and began a fet-.

tlement on James river, at a place which they called-James-
Fune 22. Town. ‘This is the firft town that was fettled by the Englifh in
North ‘America. The June following Capt. Newport failed
for England, leaving with the prefident one hundred and four perfons.
Augnft 22.—~In Auguft died Capt. Bartholomew" Gofnold, the firft
projetor of this fettlement, and one of the councxl The following
winter James-Town was burnt. -
Dunng this time the Plymouth‘ company fitted out two fhips under
the command of Admiral Rawley Gilbert. They failed for North
Virginia on the 31ft of May, with one hundred planters, and Capt.
George Popham for their prefident. They arrived in Auguft, and fet-
tied about nine or ten leagues to the fouthward of the mouth of Sagada-
bok river. A great part of the colom, however, difheartened by the
feverity of the winter, returned to E ngland in December, leaving their
prefident, Capt. Popham), with only forty-five men.

It was .in the fall of this year that the famous Mr. Robinfon, with
-part of his congregation, who afterwards fettled at Pl) ‘mouth in 1} New-

England, removed from the North of England to. Holland, to avoid th‘
cruelties of per{ccunon, and for the fake of cnjoy ing ‘¢ purity of worﬂup
and liberty of confc1ence

This year a fma]l company of merchants at Dieppe and St Malo’s,
iounded %cbeck, or rather the colony which they fent, built'a few buts

there, which did not take the form of a:town un;xl the reign of Lewis

XIV,
1608.—The Sagadahok colony fuffered incredible hardfhxps after the

*parture of thcn' friends in December. In the depth’of winter, which
Y L was
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was. extremely cold, their ftore-houfe caught fire and was confumed,
with moft of their provifions and lodgings. Their misfortunes were in.
creafed, foon after, by the death of their prefident. Rawley lebertms
appointed to fucceed him.

* Lord Chief Juftice Popham made every exertion to keep this colony
alive by repeatedly fending them fupplies. But the circum®ance of his
death, which happened this year, together with that of prefident Gilbert’s
bemg called to England to fettle his affairs, broke up the colony, and
they all returned with him to EnOIand

The unfavourable reports which thefe firft unfortunate advcntﬁrers
propagated refpe@ing the country, prevented any further attempts to fer
tle North Virginia for feveral years after.

1609.—The London company, laft year, fent Capt. Nelfon, with two
fhips and one hundred and twenty perfons, to James-Town; and tiis
year Capt. John Smith, afterwards prefident, arrived on the coalt-of

South Virginia, and by failing up a number of the rivers, difcovered the.
“interior country. In September, Capt. Newport arrived with feventy
perfons, which increafed the colony to two hundred fouls.

Mr. Robinfon and his congregation, who had fettled at Amfterdar,
removed this year to Leyden, where they remained more than - eleven
years, till a part of them came over to New England. '

The council for South Virginia having refigned their old commifiior,.
requefted and obtained a new one; in confequence of which they ap:
pointed Sir Thomas Weft, Lord De Ia War, general of the colony; Sir -
Thomas' Gates, his licutenant; Sir George Somers, admiral; Sir
Thomas Dale, high marfhal ; Sir Ferdinand Wainman, gcnera] of the
horfe, and Capt. Newport, vice admiral.

Fune 8.—In June; Sir T. Gatc.s admiral Newport. and Sir Grorge

_ Somers, with feven fhips and a ketch and pinnace, having five hundred
: fouls on board, men, women, and children, failed from Fal.
Fuly 24. mouth for South Virginia. In crofling the Bahama Gulf, on
the 24th of Jul) , the fleet was overtaken by a violent form,
and feparated.  Four days after, Sir George Somers ran his veflel afhore
on one of the Bermudas Iflands, which, from this circumftance, have
been called the Somer Iflands. The people on board, one hundred and
fifty innumber, all got fafe on fhore, and there remained until the fol- ‘
lowing May. 'The remainder of the fleet arrived at Virginia in Augnﬁ.
The cclony was now ‘increafed to five hundred men, Capt. Smith,
then prefident, a little before the arrival of the fleet, had been very:
badly burnt by means ‘of -fome powder which had accidentally caught
ire. . This unfortunate circumiftance, together with the oppofition he
v 7 -3 : : ' . met
¥
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met with from thofe who had lately arrived, induced him to leave the
colony and seturn to England, which he accordingly did the laf of
September.  Francis Weft, his fucceffor in office, foon followed him,
and George Piercy was eleted prefident.

1610, —The year following, the South Virginia or Tondon company,
{ealed a patent to Lord De la War, conftituting him Governor and Cap-
uain General of South Virginia. He foon after embarked for Ameriga
with Capt. Argal and one hundred and fifty men, in three fhips.

The unfortunate people, who, the year before, had been fhipwrecked

" on the Bermudas Iflands, had employed themfelves during the winter and

fpring, under the direction of Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers,
and admiral Newport, in building a floop to tranfport themfelves to the
contincnt. They embarked for Virginia on the 1oth of May, with

+ about one hundred and fifty perfons on board, leaving two of their mea -

behind, who chofe to ftay, and landed at James-Town on the 23d of the
fame month, Finding the colony, which at the time of Capt. Smith’s

departure, confiited of five hundred fouls, now reduced to fixty, and

thofe few 1n a diftrefled and wretched fituation, they with one voice re-
folved to return to England ; and for this purpofe, on‘the 5th of June,
the whole colony repaired on board their veffels, broke up their fettle-
ment, and failed down the river on their way to their native counfry.

" Fortunately, Lord De In War, who had embarked for James-Town
the March before, met them the day after they failed, and perfuaded
them to return with him to James-Town, where they arrived and landed
the 10th of June. The government of the colony of right devolved
upon Lord De la War, From this time we may date the cffzctual fet-
tiement of Virginia, Its hiftory, from this pcnod will bc given in its

~ proper place.

As early as the year 1608, or 1609, Hmry Hudfvn, an Enghﬁxman

under a commiffion from the king his mafter, difcovered Long Ifland, .

New York, gpd the river which ftill bears hxs name, and aftewards fold
the country, or rather his right, to the Dutch. Their writers, however,
contend that Hudfon was fent out by the Eaft-India company in 1601, to

difcover a north-wedft paﬁ'agc to China; and that having firlt difcovered .

Delaware Bay, he'came and penetrated Hudfon’s river as far as latitude
43°. It isfaid however that there was a fule, and that the Englith ob-
je@ed to it, though for fome time they ncgleéted to oppofe the Dutch
fettlement of the country. .

1610.—~1In 1610, Hudfon failed again to this country, then called by

.she Durch M«w I\t.‘b:rlattd: and four years after, the States-General

granted
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granted a patent to fundry merchants for an exclufire trade on the
1614 North river; who the fame year, (1614) built 2 fort oa the weft

fide near Albany. From this time we may date the fettlement
of New York, the hiftory of which will be annexed to a defcription of
the State, )

Conception Bay, on the Ifland of Newfoundland, was fettled in the
year 1610, by about forty planters under governor John Guy, to whom
king James had given a patent of incorporation.

Champlain, a Frenchman, had begun a fettlement at Quebec, 16¢8,
St. Croix, Mount Maafel, and Port Royal were fettled about the fame
time. Thefe fettlements remained undifturbed till 161 3, when the Vir-
ginians, hearing that the French had feitled within their limits, fent
Captain Argal to diflodge them. For this purpofe he failed to Saga-
dzhoc, took their forts at Mount Manfel, St. Croix, and Port Royal,

with their veflels, ordnance, cattle, and provifions, and carried them to ™

James-Town in Virginia. Qgebec wusleit in poilefiion of the French.
1614.—This year Capt. John Smith, with two fhips and forty-five
men and boys, made a voyage to North Virginia, to make experiments
upon a gold-and copper mine. His orders were, to fith.and trade with
the natjves, if he fheuld fail in his expe@ations with regard io the mine,
To facilitate this bufinefs, he tcok with him 7 ivifmn, an Indian, per-
kaps one that Capt. Weymouth carried to Engiand in 16a5. In April
he reached the Ifland Monahigan in latitude 43° go. Here Capt.
Smith was direQed to ftay and keep poffeilion, with ten men, fof the
purpofe of makinga trial of the whaling bufinefs, but being difzppointed

-in this, he built feven boats, in vhich thirty-feved men made a very.

accefsful fithing voyage. ~In the mean time the captain himfelf, with
eight men cnly, in a fmall boat, couiled from Ptnobuot to nagadahok

Acocifco, Pa{ﬁtaql.ack. Traaabua"da, now cailed C ape Ann, thence to

Acomak, where he fkirmithed with fome Indians; thence to Cape Cod
where he fet his Indian, Tantum, afhore and left hl"‘l, and returned to
Monahmm. In this voyage he found tw o French fhips in the Bay of
Maflachufectts, who had come there fix weeks before, and dunng that
time, had been trading very advantag couﬂ} with the Indians. Itwas
conjectured that thers was, at this time, three thvufand mdlans upon

‘the Maffachufetts Iflands.

In July, Czpt. Smith embarked for Englund in one of the veflels,

leaving the other under the command of Capt. Thoatas Hunt, to equip o

for a voyage to Spain. After Cap:. Smith’s departure, Hunt pérfidi-
oufly alivred twesty Ind‘n-‘s (cne of wham was Soant, afterwards fo

. {crucmblc to the Englifh to come on uoard ‘Lis fhp at Patuxxt, and
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feven more at Naufity and carried them to the Ifland of Malaga, where
he fold them for twenty pounds each, to be flaves for life. This con-
du&, which fixes an mdchble ftigma upoa the charaéter of Hunt, ex-~
“cited in the breaits of the Indians fach an inveterate hatred of the
Englify, as that, for many years aftér, all commercial intercourfe with

* them was rendered exccedingly dangerous.
Capt. Smith arrived at London the laft of Auguft, where he drew a
map of the country, and called it New-England. From this time

Nozth-Virginia affumed the name of Neaw-Ezgland, and the name Vir. .

- ginia was confined to the fouthera colony.
Between the years 1614 and 1620, feveral atte'ppts were made by. the

Plymouth Company to fettle New-England, but by various means they -
_were all rendered ineffetual. During this time, however, an advantage— :

sus trade was carried on with the natives.
1617.—1In the year 1617, Mr. Robinfon and his conoregatxon, influ-
enced by feveral weighty reafons, meditated a removal to America,
Various difficulties intervened to prevent the fuccefs of their de-

1620 -figns, until the year 1620, when a part of Mr. Robinfon’s congre- .

gation came over and fettled at Plymouth, At this time com-

‘wenced the fettlement of New-England.

The particulars relating to the firft emigrations to this nortkern part
of America; the progrefs of its fettlement, &c. will be given in the hif-
tcry of New-England, to which the reider is referred..

In order to preferve the chronological order in which the feveral colo-

nies, not grown into independent fates, were firlt fettled, it will be
2621 neceffary that I fhould juft mention, that the next year after the

fettlement of Plymouth, Captain John Mafon obtained 'o‘f the
®  Plymouth council z grant of a part of the prefent ftate of New-
:623 Hampthire. Two ycars after, under the authority of this grant,

a fmall colony fixed down near the mouth of Pifcatagua river.
From this period we may date the fettlement of New-Hampthire.

Y

-1627.—In 1627, a colony of Swedes and Fins came over and landed '

at Cape Henlopen ; "and afterwards purchafcd of the Indians the land
from Cape Henlopen to the Fzlls of Delaware on both fides the river,
which they called Neww Savedeland Streazm, On this river they built
feveral forts, and’ made fettlements.

. 1628. On the 19th of March, 1628 the council for New-Encrlaad
~fold to Sir Henry Rofwell, and five others, a large tra& of land, lying

round Maffachufetts Bay. The June following, Capt. John Erndicot,

with his wife and company, ‘came over and fettled at Naumkeag, now
called Sa‘lcxii.a This was the fisfl. fettlement which was made in Maffa-

chuletts,

;
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168 DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS
. chufetts Bay. Plymouth, indeed, which is now incloded in the Com-
monwealth of Maflachufetts, was fettled eight years before, but at this
time it was a feparate colony, under a diftin& government, and con.
tinoed fo until the fecond charter of Maffachufetts was granted by
William and Mary in 1691 ;. by which Plymouth, the Provmce of Main
“and Sagadahok were annexed to Maflachufetts.
Fune 13, 1633.~In the reign of Charles the Firtt, Lord Baltimore, a
Roman Catholic, applied for and obtained a grant of a tra& of land
. upon Chefapeek Bay, about one hundred and™forty miles long and one

" hundred and thxrty broad. Soon after this, in confequcncc of the rigor.
of the laws of Englancf againft the' Roman Catholics, Lord Baltimore, ’

with 2 number of his perfecuted brethren, came over and fettled it, and
in honour of queen Henrietta Maria, they called it Maryland.
-'The firft grant of Conneticut was made by Robert, Earl of Warwick,

prefident of the council of Plymouth, to Lord Say and Seal, to

1631 Lord Brook and others, in the year 1631. In confequence of
" feveral fmaller grants made afterwards by the patentees to particu-

1ar perfons, Mr. Fenwick made a fettlement at the Mouth of Con-

- 1635 nedicut river, and called it Saybraok. Four years after a-number
' of people from Maflachufetts Bay came and began fettlements at

Hartford, Wethersfield, and Windfor on Conne@icut river. Thos com-

menced the Englith fettlement of Conne&icut.

Rhode Ifland was firft fettled in confequence of religious perfecunon.
Mr. Roger Williams, who was among thofe who early came over to
Maffzchufetts; not agreeing with fome of his brethren in fentiment, was

~ very unjuftifiably banithed the. colony, and went with twelve
1535 others, his adherents, and fettled at Providence in 16335. . From

this beginning arofe the colony, now fate of Rhode-Ifland.
1664.—On the zoth of March, 1654, Charles the Second granted to
the Duke of York, what is now called New-Jerfey, then a part of a
large tract of country by the name of New Netherland. Some parts of

New-]Jerfey were fettled by the Dutch as early as about 1613,

1662.—1In the year 1662, Charles the Second granted to Edward,
Earl of Clarendon, and feven others, almoft the whole territory of the
three Southern ftates, North and South Carolinas and Georgiz.
1664 Two years after he granted a fecond charter, enlarging their
boundaries. The proprietors, by virtue of authority vefted in
them by their charter, engaged Mr, Locke to frame a fyftem of laws for
the government of their intended colony. Notwithftanding thefe
1669 preparations, no effetual fertlement was made until the year 1669,
(though one was attempted in 4667) when Governor Sayle came
: : : ‘ over
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ever with a coloﬁy, and fized on a neck of land between Atfhley and -

Cooper Rivers. Thus commenced the fettlement of Carolma, which
then included the whole terrizory between the 29th and 36th 30" de-
grees, north latitade, together ‘thh the Bahama Iflands, lying betweén
latitude 22° and 27° norch.

- 1681.—The Royal charter for Pennf)lvama was granted to Willidm

Penn on the 4th of 'Vlarch 1681, The firft colony came oveérthe
1682 next year, and fettled under the proprietor, Wiliiam Penr, who

a@ed as Governor from Oftober 1682 to Auguft 1684. The
firft affembly in the province of Penafylvania was heid at Chefter, on
the 4th of December, 1682. Thus William Pean, a Quaker; juftly
celebrated as a great and good man, had the honour of laying the
foundation of the prefent populous and very ﬁoun{hmo tate of Penn-

* {fylvania.

The proprietory government in Carolma, was atrended with fo many
inconveniences,  and occafioned fuch violent diffentions among the fet-
tlefs, that the Parliament of  Great-Britain was induced to take the pro-
vince under - their immediate ‘care. "The proprietors (except Lord
Granville) accepted of [.22,500 fterling, from the crown for the pro-

perty and jurifdittion. This agreement was ratified by a& of

1729 Parliament in 172g. A claufe in this a& refeérved to Lord

» Granville his eighth fhare of ‘the property and arrears of quit-

rents, which continued legally vefted in his family till tke revolution

in 1776. Lord Granville’s fhare made a part of the prefent flate of

North-Carolina. About the year 1729, the extenfive territory belong-

ing to the proprietors, was divided into’ Notth .and South Carolina:

They remained feparate-toyal gm ernments until they bemme mdepen.
dent States.

For the relief of poor indigent people of Great Britain and Ii'eland,
and for the fecurity of Carolira; a projet was formed for planting a co=
lony between the rivers Savannah and Alatamaha. - - Accordingly apph-

. cation being made to king Georcrc the Second, he di'ued lette

1732 patent, bearing date June gth, x~3 for legally carrying into ex-
’ tion the benevolent plan. In honour of the king, wip greatly en-

‘ couraged the plan, they called the new province Georgiz. Twenty-one

truftees were appointed to conduct the affairs relating to the fettlement of
the province. The November following, one hundred and fifteen per-
fons, one ‘of whom was General Oglethorpe, embarked for Georgia,
where they arrived, and landed at Yamacraw. In exploring the coun-

. try, they found an elevated pleafant fpot of ground on the bank of a

e

_navigable nver, upon wlnch they marked out a town, -and from the
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Indian name of the river which pafled by it, called it Savannah. From ,

this period we may date’ the fettlement of Georgia.
The country now called Kentucky, was well knowa to the Indian

traders many years before its fettlement. They gave a defcription of it. |
to Lewis Evans, who publithed his firft map of it as early as the
1752 year 1752, James Macbride, with fome others, explored this -

1754 country in 1754. Col. Daniel Boon vifited it in 176g.
1773.—Four years after Col. Boon and his family, with five other fa-

" milies, who were joined by forty men from Powle’s valley, began the

fettlement of Kentucky ®, which is now one of the moft growing colo-
nies, perhaps, in the world, and was ere€ted into an independent ftate,
by a& of Congrefs, December 6th, 1790, and received into the Umon.
June 1f, 1792.

The tra¢t of country called Vermont, before the late war, was claim-

ed both by New-York and New-Hampthire. When hoftilities com-

menced between Great-Britain and her Colonies, the inhabitants con-

fidering themfelves as in a flate of nature, as to civil government, and

not within any legal jurifdition, affociated and formed for themfelves a
‘conftitution of government. Under this conftitution, they have ever
fince continued to exercife all the powers of an independent State.

- Vermont was not admitted into union with the other ftates till March

4, 1791, yet we may venture to date her political exiftence as a
3777 feparate government, from the year 1977, becaufe, fince that.

time, Vermont has, to all intents and purpofes, been a fovereign
and independent State. The firt fettlement in this ftate was made at
Bennington as early as about 1764.

The extenfive traét of country lying north.weft of the Ohio- River,
within the limits of the United States, was ere@ted into a feparate zempo.
. rary government by an Ordingnce of Congrefs pafled the 13th of
1787 July, 1787. .

Thus we have given a fammary view of ths firft difcoveries and pro-

' greffive fettlement of North America in their chronological order. The
following xcca}aitulation will comprehend the whole in one view.

*

¢ This festlement was made in vwlatxon of the Treaty, in :768, at Fort Stanwix,
which exprefsly ftipulates, that this traé of country fhould be referved for the weftern
nations to hunt upon, until they and the crown of England ﬂ:onld otherwife agree,
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_of Ohio river,

The above datesare from the pe

ments were made, .

{
{

{

Names of places. When fettled,
- Quebec, o 1668
Virginia, June 10, 1610
Newfoundland, June, 1610
New- York
New- J erfey, } abogt 1 61 4
Plymouth, 1620
New-Hampthire;
Delaware
Pennfylv:;nia, } 1627
Maffachufett’s Bay,
Maryland, 1633
Connedticut, v 1635
Rhode-Ifland, 1635
New-Jerfey, 1664
South Carolina, 1669
Pennfylvania, 1682
North-Carolina, ~ about 1728
Georgia, 1732
Kentucky, ‘1773
Vermont, aboat 1564
Territory N. W, 1787

171
By awhom;
By the Frenth.

By Lord De la War.
‘By Governor John Guy,

By the Datch.

By part of Mr. Robinfon’s congre-
tions - :

ga :
1623 {By a {mall Englith colony near the

mouth of Pifcataqua river.
By the Swedes and Fins;

1628 ByCapt;]ohnEndicozandcompany;.E
[ ByLord Baltimore, witha colony of

Roman Catholics.
By M. Fenwick, at Saybtook, near
the mouth of Conne&icut river.
By Mr. Roger Williams and his per-
fecuted brethren. :

Granted to_the Duke of York by -

Charles II. and made 2 diftinét
govermnment, and fettled fome
time before this by the Englith.
By Governor Sayle.

By William Penn, with a coiony of

Quakers. ‘
Ereted into a feparate government,
fettled before by the Englifh.
By General Oglethorpe. ‘
By Col. Daniel Boon.

By emigrants from Connefticatand _

other parts of New England.
By the Ohioand other companies,

riods, when the firft permanent fettles
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NORTH AMERICA.
BOUNDARIES AND EXTE_I\iT.

Noxrs Am:xucA comprehcnds all that part of the weftern con.
tinent which lies north of the I%hmus of Darien, extending north
and fouth from about tﬂ» 1oth degree north latitude to the north pole;
and eaft and weft from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, between the
¢ 45th and 165th degrees weft longitude from l.ondon. Beyond the

~oth degree N. Lat. few difcoveries have been made. In July 1779, -

~ Capt. Cook proceeded as far as lat. 71° > when he came toa folid, body.
of.ice extending from continent to continent. .
Bavs, SouNDs, STRAITS AXD IsL AnDs.—Of thefe (except thofe in
the United States, which we fhall defcribe under that head) we know
little more than their names. Baffin’s Bay, lying between the 7oth and:
8oth degrees N. Lat. is the largeft and moft forthern, that has yet been
difcovered in North America. It opens into the Atlantic ocean through
Baffin’s and Davis’s Straits, between Cape Chidley, on the Labrador
coaft, and Cape Farewell. It communicates with Hudfon’s Bay to the
fouth, through a clufter of iflands. In this capacious bay or gnlph is
James Ifland, the fouth point of which is calied Cape Bedford; and the
fmaller iflands of VVa) gate and Difko, Davis’s Straits feparate Greer-
1and from the Amencan continent, and are between Cape Walfingham,
on James Ifland, and South Bay in Greenland, where they are about 6o
Jeagues broad, ard cxtend from the 67th to the 71ft degrees of latitude
above Difko ifland. The moft fouthern point of Greenland is called
Cape Farewell.

Hudfon’s Bay took its name from Hem'y Hudfon, wko difcovered it in
1610. It lies between 51 and 69 degrees of north latitude. The eaftern
boundary of the Bay is Terra de Labrador; the northern part has a.
ftraight coaft, facing the bay, guarded with a line of ifles innumerable.
A vaft bay, called the Archiwinnipy Sea, lies witkin it, and opens into
Hudfon’s Bay, by means of gulph Hazard, through which the Beluga
whales pafs in great numbers. The entrance of the bay, from the At-
lantic ocean, after leavmg, to the north, - Cape Farewell and Davis’s
Straits, is between Refolution ifles on the north, and Button’s ifles, oa’
the Labrador coaft, to the fouth, formmg the eaftern extremity of Hnd—

fon’s Suzuts.
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_ 3 : >
_ The coafts are very high, rocky and rugged at top; in fome places

"égecipito‘us, but fometimes exhibit extenfive beaches. The iflands of
- Salifbury, Nottingham, and Digges are very lofty and naked, The
depth of water in the middle of the bay is 140 fathoms. From Cape
Churchill to the fouth end of the bay are regular foundings; near the
fhore, fhallow, with muddy or fandy bottom. To the northward: of
Churchill, the foundings are irregular, the bottom rocky, and in fome
parts the rocks appear above the furface at low water. ' :

James’s Bay lies at the bottom, or moft {outhern part of Hudfon’s
 Bay, with which it communieates, and divides New Britain from South

Wales. To the northweftward of Hudfon’s Bay is an extenfive chain of
lakes, among which is Lake Menichlich, lat. 61°, long. 105° W
North of this is Lake Dobount, to the northward of which lies the

extenfive country of the northern Indians. Weft of thefelgkgs, between
the latitudes of 60 and 66 degrees, after paffing a large clufter-of unnamed" -

lakes, lies the lake or fea Arathapefcow, whofe fouthern: fhores are ine
habited by the Arathapefcow. Indians. North of this, and near the
Arétic circle, is Lake Edlande, around which live thé Dog ribbed In~
dians, Farther north is Buffaloe lake, near which, is Copper Min&
river, in lat. 72° N. and long. 119° W, of Greenwich. The HCbppet
Mine Indians inhabit this country. ,

Between Copper Mine river, which, according to Mr. Herne, empties
into the N_orthem fea, where the tide rifes 12 or 14 feet, and which in
its whole ¢ourfe is encumbered with thoals and falls, and the North-weft
coaft of America, is an extenfive tract of unexplored country. As you
defeend from north to fouth on the weftern coaft of America, juft fouth
of the Ar&tic circle, you come to Cape Prince of Wales, oppofite Eaft
Cape on the eaftern continent ; and here the two continents approach

neareft to each other. Proceeding fouthward you pafs Norton Sound, -
Cape Stephen’s, Shoalnefs, Briftol Bay, Prince William’s Sound, Cook’s '

River, Admiralty Bay, and Port Mulgrave, Nbo;}(a Sound, &c. From
Nootka Sound proceeding fouth, you pafs the unexplored country of
New Albion, thence to California, and New Mexico.
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DIVISIONS OF NORTH AMERICA.

THE vaft tract of country, bounded weft by the Pa¢ific Ocean, fqﬁt},»
and eaft by California, New Mexico, and Louifiana<—the United States,

- Canada and the Atlantic Ocean, and extending as faf north as the country

is habitable (a few fcattered Englifh; French, and fome other European
fettlements excepted)-is inhabited wholly by various nations and tribes
i ; ..
of Indians. The Indians alfo poffefs large trafts of country within the
Spanifh, American and Britith dominions. Thofe parts of North Ame-

- fica not inhabited by Indians, belong, if we include Greenland, to Den-

mark, Great Britain, the American States, and Spain. Spain claims
Eaft and Weft Florida, and all weft of the Mifliffippi, and foath of the
northern boundaries of Louiiana, New Mexico and California. Great
Britain claims all the country inhabited by Europeans, lying north and

eaft of the United States, except Greenland, which belongs to Denmark.

The remaining part is the territory of the Fifteen United States. ~The
particular Provinces and States, are exbibited in the following table : *

T A B L E

B Bdmg< " Countries, Provinces, Number of -7

ing 1o, and States. Irkabitasts. Chief Towns.
[ Vermonut 85,539 Windfor, Rutland
New Hamplhire 141,885 Portfmouth, Concord
Maflachvfe:ts } 357,787 Bofton, Sz!em, Newbary Port- -
Diftrict of Maine 96,540 Portiand, Hillowell .
i Rhode tfland - . 68,325 I\cupon, Providence
< . Connesticut 237,946 New Haven, Hartford
g New Yoric 340,120° -New York, Albany
< New Jorfey 134,139 - Trenton, Burlington, Brunfwick
e Peanfylvania . 434,373 Philadelphia, Lancafter
2 4 Delaware .. 59,¢94 Dover, Wilmington, Newcaftle
.3, Maryland . 319,728  Annapolis, Baltimore
heis Virginia . 747,610 Richmond, Peterfburgh, NorfoL
E Kentucky - 73,677 - Lexington .
S North Carolina . | 393,751 Newbern, Edenton, Halifax
: South Caroina 249,073 Charlefton, Columbia __ )
Georgia 82,548 Savannah, Augufta
Territory S. of Ohio 35,691 Abmgdon :
. Territory N. W.of Obio  "* | Marietta .
. +f  New B:itiin : unknown
€ | UpperCanada 20,000 Kingfton, Detroit, Nisgara
.5 ) Lower Canada } 130,0co  Quebec, Montreal
e - Cape Breton 1. . 1,000 Sidney, Lovifburgh
Bs New Brurfwick :  Fredericktown
&€ § NovaScotia } ; 35990 Halifax
= " 8S. Johns (. § in 1783 55000 Charlottetown ™ -
[  Newfoundland Ifland 7,000 - Placentia, St. Johns |
'§ { Greentend: ) _190c0  New Hersnhut
gf Eaft Florida . - Auguftine -
< Weft Florida . Penfacola
« Louifiana " New Orleans
£ . New Mexico K ’ St. Fee R
5 California St. Juan .
'~ Mexico, or N‘ew Spaxu Mexice : THE -
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THE UNITED STATES.
SITUATION axp EXTENT.

Miles. Degrees. :
.. h o [31° and 46° North Latitode.
,,engat h 12"0} Between < 8°E.and ~1? W, Lopy. froin Philadelphia.
Breadth 1040 164 and 6% W. Lon"uudc from London.

BouxpariEs.

- Bouxpep north and eatt by Britifh America, or the provinces of
Upper and Lower Canada, and New Brunfwick ; fouthezft, by the Adan-
tic Ocean; fouth, by Eaft ard Welt Forida; weft, by the river Miflifippi.

In the treaty of peace, concluded in 1783, the limits offthe Amcrican
United States are more particularly defined in the words following: ¢ And
-that all difputes which might arife in future on the fubject of the Goun-
darics of the faid United States may be prevented, it is hereby 23reed and

. declared, that the following are and fhall be their boandaries, viz. From

the north-weﬁ angle of Nova-Scotia, viz. That angle which is formed by :

2 linedrawn due north from the fource of St. Croix River to the Hrghf
lands, alang the faid Highlands, whichdivide thofe rivers that empty them-
felves into the river St. Lawrence, from thofe which fall into the At-

Iantic Ocean, to the north-wefternmott head of Conne&icut river; thence:

down along the middle of that river to the forty-fifth degree of north

Jatitude ; from thence by a line due weft on the faid iat{i’gdc, until it

firikes the river. Iroquois or Cataraquy; thence along the middle of
the faid river into Lake Ontaric, through the middle of the faid
Lake, until it ftrikes the communication by water between that lake
.and Lake Erie ; thence along the middle of the faid communication
into Lake Erie, through the middle of the faid lake, until it arrives at
the water communication between that lake and Lake Huron; thence
through the middle of the faid lake to the water communication be-
tween that lake and Lake Superior; thence through Lake Superior
northward of the Ifles Royal and Philipeaux to the Long Lake;
thence through the middle of the faid Long Lake, and th€ water com-
munication between it and the Lake of the Woods #0 the faid Lake
of the Woods; thence through the faid lake to the’ moft northweftern
foint thereof, and from thence, on a duc weft courfe, to the River
Mifliffippi ; thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the faid

‘River. leﬁﬂippl, until it fhall interfe& the northernmoft part of the -

thirty-firft degree of north latitude. South, by a line to be drawn due

eaft from the determmatxon of the ljne laft mentioned, in thc latitode of
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176. . GENERAL DESCRIPTION"

thirty-one degrees north of the equator, to the middle of the River
Apalachicola, or Catahouche; thence along the middle thereof to its
junétion with the Flint River; thence ftraif to the head of St. Mary’s
River; and thence down along the middle of St. Mary’s Rivertd the
Atlantic Ocean; eaft, by a line to be drawn along the middle of the
River St. Croix, from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy, to its fource’

and from its fource diretly north, to the aforefaid Highlands, which

divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean, ftom thofe which
fall into the River St. Lawrence, c&m'prehcnding all iflands. within
twenty leagues of any part of the fhores of the United States, and lying
between lines to be drawn due eaft from the points. where the aforcfaid
boundaries between Nova-Scotia on the one part, and Eaft-Florida on
the other, Thall refpeively touch the Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic

_ Qcean, excepting fuch iflands as now are, or heretofore have been,
" within the limits of the faid province of Nova-Scotia.”

The following caleulations were made from alual. meafurement of the bef
mapsy, by Tromas HuTcrixs, geggrapber to the United States.

The territory of the United States contains by computation a million

of fquare miles, in which are’ 640,000,000 of acres
Dedu& for water 51,000,000
Acres of land in the United States, 58G,0005000

. That part of the United States comprehended between the weft boun-

dary line of Pennfylvania on the eaft, the boundary line between Great-
Britain and the United States, extending from the_ river St. Croix to the
north-weft extremity of the Lake of the woods on the north; the river
Miffiflippi, to the mouth of the Ohio on the weft, and the river Ohio on

~ the fouth to the aforementioned bounds of Pennfylvania, contains by

computatlon about four hundred and eleven thoufand fquare miles, ia
which are 263,040,000 acres

a Dcdﬁ& for water - © 43,040,000

- To be difpofed of by order of Congre{s,} 220,000,000 of acres.

... when purchafe of the Indians.

“"The whole of this immenfe extent of unappropriated weftern territory,
contmnmg as above ftated, 220,000,000 of acres,. and feveral large
tratts fouth of the Ohio *, have been, by the ceﬁion of- fome of the

*.Ceded by North Carolina, South Carolina-and Georgia;_ with certain refervation for:
the Indians and other purpo