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I
CXi'I LhiUX KK:IM -MINSK : PHIS'jN AND I’KKSKJL'Tl' IN IN

wiTKiisK 11838-1840.1
During the summer ui 1838, Sieinasku, (ini npostal 

bishop! invited us three different times, by letter, to join 
the schism. In his impious assaults, lie called St. Basil 

schismatic ; he said the rale of the Basilian order .. .... 
gross error, which he, with God’s assistance, had final­

ly abandoned, and that having discovered the so-called 
Orthodox (greek shismatic) church to be the onlv true 
religion, he, our pastor, exhorted us. the lambs of his 
flock, to renounce th" Church of Borne, and to abandon 
the rule of St. Basil.

was

- i —

As the impending con Hid between Russia and 
Turkey, towards which all eyes are turned, must have 
a powerful bearing on the interests of the• propagation 
of the Faith, we devote this number of the Ximals 
lo a view of the Catholic Church in Russia. And in 
order to give a just idea id' the sufferings of that martvr 
nation, Poland, under the cruel hand of Russian des­
potism, even to the present day. we cannot do better 
that offer our Associates an authentic relation of one 
ot thy thousands ot faithful catholics, who were sent, 
and are still sent, to die for their faith the deserts of 
Siberia.

The following relation of the Abbess of the Basilian 
mins of Minsk, was written from her own dictation in 
the year 1845, by three Roman Divines, who bad been 
expressly appointed by the Holy Father to receive her 
deposition. V\e condense it into the present number, to 
the exclusion ot all other matter, rather than interrupt 
the thrilling story.

Motion of Mo hr cm Mieczystmcska. Abb-.is of the Jlasilian 

mnis <// Minsk, or History of o sevtn years persecution, 
sufferer! for th-' faith by herself and her ■nuns.
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Siemasko requested us to write under his fatal invi­
tation these words : « Me hare rmd it, » whieh. to him. 
would have been equivalent to these : « He have accrptnf 
d. h After a first and a second refusal, he insisted 
strongly ; after a third one, lie threat lived us.

The iirst time he presented himself in person, after 
his apostaev. he asked me in an angry tone :

Why did you not sign that paper I sent you ? 
—I: Because I perceived it contained base false­
hoods. ■>—«What do you mean ?—1 mean that if you. 
a Basilian monk, have had the misfortune to apostatize, 
your defection is a proof that SI. Basil, perceiving the 
tare amongst the wheal, has rejected it: or that you. 
recognizing yourself unworthy to number amongst his 
children, have abandoned them by a double apostaev. >.

At these words, he ground his teeth and burst out 
furiously :

•‘ Shut up, you infernal hydra ! '—• Don't call me 
an infernal hydra, but ralliera hydra of truth."—" Who 
gives you such audaciousness in my presence ? "—•• (foil 
liimselt. —"Who taught you such language ? "—"The 
Holy (Ihost."—•• Do you know to whom you are speak­
ing?"—"To an a nostate."—"Don’t you know that 1 
have been your bishop, your pastor, and that l am now 
more than a bishop, more than a pastor? “—•• Yes. it is 
very true, you have been our pastor ; but now you are 
the wolf devouring your own Hock."

Seeing that all our Sisters manifested the 
courage, lie said :

“ Come now, be like yourself again. 1 have always 
known you to be good and mild as an angel, and now 
you seem to have become a demon."—•• As long as you 
were an angel. I treated you as an angel : but now that 
you are become a demon, 1 treat you as I should treat 
a demon. —•• I forgive you in the name of the Emperor, 
who is pleased to grant you three months for reflexion. 
B you open your eyes and embrace the truth, you shall 
enjoy your wealth and merit his Majesty's pardon : but 
if yon persist in your obstinate resistance, I 
to you unspeakable grief."—•• We accept the worst, and 
the more we shall have to suffer, the greater shall be 
our joy; but never, never will we abandon our hulv, 
roman, catholic and apostolic faith ! "

same
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U T" Memaslm had left us. we inquired wluMhm- 
ii'iglihm.nng u.ls had undergone a similar

vvi hiv .T'?1 ,l,i" Si,M1,;,sko h;,(l «*»» «h,, sarm- 
UI,L11 1 «VlaHons. avril to mins of il", latin Ht,..

ïij.ï,? V ll,is     scarcely dawn,al.
’S hlr "•'•«•ivil governor of

doors a m ", iu'l,l',,l h'onl'. l'ured the convent
ISl 111 •!'" morning. and entered just as

passing from our cells to the chapel’. The
r ''im!S "in (> t" 1,1,1 ,lom.‘s V1 ,mi‘ to prevent our
'' V, , 1,1 pi’esence of the danger, the Sisters all 
gathered around me. Il was a fridav.
ahrumiv_.Vre going?" Sien.asko asked me 

vJ- ' •".'""."“’.'lilalion. —-To your meditation.
0 , dilation, said he. smiling.—-1 By order of his

inediPUe •'hut* l' 1 c.iven you three months loI ',,,1 ‘ " 1 ■"» '•'mie on the third dav, for the evil
Von are"vta"c*’Si ‘ , TI,JSW >'0,n" moment of liherlv.
iMWsei , Tl‘ ‘ .........’idles von
fThe i'm 'r ' ''W' ,V,>!" generosity

1 i it you join the ri/mion__anil
-tTS -«• ...................

I, >1 (... ||| j. 1 ll *lls,,l- . f d the two. we choose the 
I»™*1 servitude, and a hundred Seherias. 

ttin:'l,7d'»i,,esus-Christ and his Vicar."--Wail 
vo ft V -ly : w,"’u lashes shall have strip, kin 1,| to y"" wi'n’ l"’r" ;""1 when another

«Æfc mwl ... ..... . "™ »»' '...
distio!ai?r,,,rS.;o "Ml with indignation, and I

>' > heard the voice of Sister Wawrzecka answer-
i- turn . Strip us of our skin, tear oil'our flesh, smash

^Kw'V" ..... ... lo*«us.CI,ri,l

est n1 l!îrer nVOn,S' Si<'llKiskl> ordered the soldiers to 
1 u> 1,1,1 1,1 1,1:1 «amvenl ; he blasphemed horrihlv. and 

torn mg towards me in fury: O you Mood of a polish 
'log. you Moody varsovian dog ! I will tear the verv 
tongue out of your head ! "

U hen we were near the door. I cast mvself at the 
eet, not ot Siemasko, hut of the (iovernor,' and asked 
uni. w ith an accént of unspeakahle sorrow, permission 

to hid farewell to Our Lord Jesus-Christ in the Blessed

we were

ted



baeromcnt. Siemasko uttered another insult to me ; hut 
I lie Governor granted my request. We rushed into the 
chapel in tears, and, prostrate before the Blessed 
Sacrement, we prayed together an instant. >• O Lord 
Jesus, said we, thy divine will is our will ; accompany 
us, strengthen us. teach us the mysteries of thy Passion’, 
that we may have the desire and the courage to die for 
Thee.”

We were thirty-five in number, and when the 
soldiers received orders to turn us out of the chapel, 
thirty-four of us rose from the floor ; the thirlv-lifth one 
lay dead before the Blessed Sacrement: her heart had 
burst with grief and love. This good Sister was named 
Kosalict Lauszecka : she vvus lifty-sevtMi years of age, 
and had been a nun thirty years" When we had left 
the chapel, I again cast myself before the Governor, 
imploring his permission to lake a crucifix with us, that 
the sight of our crucified Saviour might give us strength 
to bear our cross. This Siemasko persisted in refusing 
us; he had even wrested out of our hands the silver 
crucifix containing the relics of St. Basil, and adorned 
with beautiful gems ; but the Governor allowed us to 
lake at least the wooden crucifix, the same one that used 
to be carried in our processions. I carried it the entire 
wav, resting it on my left shoulder. Oh! what conso­
lations it afforded us during our forced march from 
Minsk to XV itebsk ! It was indeed heavy, but its weight 
was far surpassed by its sweetness! It recalled lo^is 
[he whole Passion of Our Lord. All, how deep must 
have been the wound in that sacred shoulder on which 
our Saviour rested his cross on the way to Calvary !

XVlien the soldiers bad driven us from the convent 
our children were startled from their sleep ; thev 
alter us in tears, exclaiming : *• They have taken it wav 
our mothers ! They have taken awav our mothers' " 

ley were our orphans, forty-seven,' and our other 
pupils, to the number of about sixty. The cries of the 
children awoke the neighbours also, the most courageous 
and zealous ol whom joined the children in our pursuit

These good people overtook us at our first stai 
tavern called Wygodka, about three miles dista 

where the soldiers made us halt, to be tied two bv 
two, and have fetters put on our feet.

ran
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nuoil people, who went mi h.»;-' i 11 11PU ;i 11'1 to these

■■"'wiily bl„,li,; 7mm ,',,■ mmH ,g5 T">' "f "sexhaustion. Those who foil ", ,l!us,,« fhrotigli
repeated blows. mere compelled to rise bv

Whm, they had lettered 
h'e francs, and 
same amount

i

"1'VIT ..'ivi- 0,11 IllPIXirt : lint thnv
live fraie* hail stawiv J '“'PifM"i M" were taken awav airiin'hv ti. 't’nnn lo .Us’ when thev 
had assumed to he'onr liurvevm1""13!"1'!1^ offl(,f>r’ whit

f"Umv,.,l „s J”ïïi?n|l,h i,llllll,illn,"s "r Minsk

mill's. Wu m^Uh,. " :'lk IUI ,<lss "'-in forty
lodged in the huts of ill > ^ * 111 11 '"Mage and were
•"I ns. » I,i t ,2.1' tn?v%,m“U' 1 I»™ -"ir'r-i », tiu-ir sL«r s z:zslii"'-,m"

,v ai10"'""
After a r 

Witehsk. The 
■"id our onlv on

once.

even 
ns was in the 

us to receive no
l-'ys' march of this kind 

'Toss of Jesus Christ
seven i

we reached 
si renglh 

was upon
was our

• file dear crucifix
lf. and on the feet of.......
rested incessanllv. f))i !Master my aclnng >!l( 

s" eel is his enihract
«Sat’*"*1-

"ii.t,sk hait 
in our arrival.

ie

'•omnium! of 
schismatic 
convent of

. . . . . . .  in U„n,™ir » "m!!i t- '«-CE
os I Holv Trinilv ThVfV u,.,,lfr Mie invocation of the

........... .. ,"V| ''7>

........-

ie Hasilian 
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Igumena, appearing on the scene with! kind of erosiei

tp'trz T re rEpurchase brandy, of which all drank to intoSon 

Czermces discharged their obligation to orav for thetesrsriijrass5ir‘
ÏïsiÿîSÇrS'ttABSiSmnuncui six months before our own. Driven frnm
gether jnfo'a col!“ dmp oïtitouÏ!? foThe ‘camétard*

• U; Z

vvïtïlîv °1 118 < ala8tl'°l,ht!i the Basilian Community of

rSM-jasrarii-.rS.jected fo.° MllP"th mid cr,,el troatrap»t they were sub-

When we entered this abode of sorrow the mm 
manding olhcer, in delivering us into the ha’mt# nf »i,jz'riRr,!^
he0!!?! that,ihl!d lM‘e!1 siven us near Minsk, and of which 

- you with it, he added, -■- - God mva,d
~ —'■'.•sew which V011

only to fetter us with chains, which wSb^iïh 
and day, during the seven long years o "fiJ*ee*wuht 
XV hen vt e were within the apartment tM 
prison, the thirteen Basilian nuns Jb 
threw themselves at my feet in tears, Lc 

have lost our mother,

^foBe^A
mnd therein \\\icfoiiBiiLg • a \V

!we are now 1
f/o Qv

9
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,""1 ""sl"',us'«'iiy

EfSBSiSPs-‘SiSliiilE
m peisec iitors heeausp it is the will of God ■ it is f God we are going to labor, for Him ’ h for

The week followii 
fallen into the hands

w<>

are going towe

arrival, we were already 1 M.llïdrr ltle control of the

and sustained u in our fldeiity to on /faith’ en«®u,’a8ej * 

he again appear», to us—his "ace alas ' ïï”^ 6.hk’

ïïïïï r ?is# ssgTïj
SirtS,"- Oh ' K"ein,5

. !R2ÏS:®^ together, 

This scene

an

w* w»u*r„g%5t,.trth,i,ir'atib?: s.
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presence was more painful to us tli.iu hjs' 
repeated blows. He t urea ten prl n« xviHi 11.....
tortures, even to skin us alive. We would answer •
iho'examnk'oVsi "rL", ,<i)ff,US ; wo ready to follow 

1 x,VluI"f of of- Bartholomew, but we never will 
follow the example ol an apostate.-’ We were obliged 
lo perl .rm the vilest and most painful services for the 
i '.ei nie -s. Before six o’clock in the morning,we had to heat 
and sweep the house, prepare the firewood, carrv and
iKs£ YE’ev" "*"■* 0r4er md

VVe fir.,I had to cut stones and carrv them in 
we wert; tied to. From noon till one o’clock 

i est; Iront one till night, hard labor, after which ' 
were employed in the kitchen or the eattle-vard or 
compelled to carrv in wood and water for the morrow 

1 lie czermces sought every means of rendering our task 
>"ll more difficult and painful. Whe, on, daVs wo? 
w as over we were shut up in our prison, without mè 
b ung relieved of our chains. A little straw was our 
onlj bed ; we had neither table nor furniture of auv 
description : the sole ornament of our abode, the coii
uIo,tl°„ °f«°Ur hei:rts* the strength of our souls/was tlie 
dem ciucifix we had brought front Minsk : it was our 
chapel, our altar, our Master, our Father, our All ' At
!,? • ! W,'i Passed tlm nights in prayer. We used to 
‘giu t'V the prayers and exercices of our rule which 

vi, were unable to perform during the dav. We aTwivs

we

w .«omKX’KZSoiîSom.
I,, ! d,uc' 1,1 8]llllmer, to eat green herbs, and in winter 

- parbiAC of the food of the cows and swine, despite the 
lire,its and blows of the czernices, who would sav 

brutally : - You don’t deserve the food of our hogs” "
or thJ ci'hiS n',‘w' - ndi“e ",c excereiv«
feet were 
our sores.

, , WeMVer,e allowed 110 «ré ; our hands and 
fiequently frozen, and the cold aggravated

After about two months ilHiWi commenced the 
•i,ui. ol flogging, which we had to undergo twice a

II

1

%

i

* £
.

Zi
 CD



— lî —

vveek. Sieniasko had limited the operation to thirty 
strokes ; but Michalewicz added twenty mon* hv his 
own authority. ‘ •

0Vf^3.t0 ha,ve keen ?Pare(l the flogging some odd 
weeks ; but Siemasko, at Michalewicz’s instigation, soon 
ordered this sort of torture to be applied more frequently 
to punish our fidelity to the Church. We ahvavs 
prepared ourselves by meditating on the flagellation of 
our divine Saviour ; his Passion was our strength, our 
consolation and our remedy amidst the various sorts of 
martyrdom by which our faith and 
afterwards tried.

The flogging took plac : in the yard, under a kind 
,, she(l ope»» 0,1 “H sides, in presence of Michalewicz 
the ezerniees, popes, deacons, children, and of all who 
lived and blasphemed in this house, consecrated to the 
pious retreat of the spouses of Jesus-Christ !

Before each flogging, I always called for Sieinasko’s 
decrees, which I read aloud to my Sisters. Having read 
the decree, 1 always presented mvself to receive the first 
strokes It was not necessary to tie us ; the cross of Jesus- 
Christ held us firm under the lashes that tore our flesh 
°ur only pain was to he flogged stark naked But we 
united this humiliation with that of our divine Saviour.

• Oh, Jesus, save my soul by thy cross and Passion. ' 
Hus was otir only moan, under the cruel strokes that 
bruised and tore our bodies. And to aggravai- our 
tortures, we were compelled to witness each others 
flagellation, whilst the ezerniees laughed ami blas­
phemed, and applauded as they saw our blood flowin'1 
from our wounds After each flagellation, we en toned 
he 7c Dvtm, whilst our tormentors led us hack to our 
hard labor, without allowing us a moment's rest. Our 
foot-steps were marked with our blood : and when the 
weakest, of us fell to the ground, they were comindled 
hv blows to rise again. It was after a Hoggin- like this 
that one of our Sisters, Mamba Gorska, fainted " 
vv.iv to her work. Michalewicz made lier recover hv 
applying a lew rude blows; she dragged herself to her 
harrow, and loaded it, hut under her first effort to move 
i , she fell anil expired. BaptUta Downar was burned 
alive in an oven by the ezerniees. who had sent her to 
iiea, it. .\cpomiiT-nti Gro'kowska died from Ur elfVls

our constancy were

on the
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oi a terrible Mow on the he«d, inflicted by the h/i'mnm, 
or abbess, for having used a knife to scrape a spot of tar 
ott the floor. Shortly afterwards, the terrible scourge 
terminated the martyrdom of two other Sisters. Susanna 
nypmska and Coletta Sielawa ; the latter died the day 
of her flagellation, after a scene which I will relate : ' 

\\v were suffering greatly from hnngar ; but now 
and then God sent us foodbv inspiring a few poor people 
to throw us a little of their bread. Sister Coletta per­
ceiving them that day, advanced to pick up a few 
crumbs : hut one of the ezeriiices saw her and fell upon 
her with her stick (for these wretches were never with­
out their stick, which they carried at their side by way 
ol a sword, and with which thev were ever ready to 
strike us). Having knocked her down, she heat her on 
the head, tore her face, dragged her by the hair, and 
threw her so violently against a block of wood, that 
one of her ribs was broken. The good Sister ottered 
resistance, for we never offered any : and that 
night she expired on my knees.

. Some mouths had now elapsed since our arrival in 
Minsk ( 1831») : Michalewicz had subjected us to all soi ls 
ot trials and torments : yet Siemasko reproached him 
tor not having • yet overcome our constancy and forced 
us to apostatize. Michalewicz, affrighted, wrote to 
Siemasko that we were disposed to embrace the schism 
and that we were become soft as wax in his hands. 
Meantime he multiplied our tortures, to obtain in realitv 
what he had falsely announced to Siemasko : and, to 
ensure success, lie divided us and confined us in four 
separate dungeons. The one I occupied with eight of 
my Sisters was a cold, damp cellar, full of worms that 
soon covered us, entering our verv eyes, mouth and 
nose.

no
saint'

Without any previous agreement, we commenced 
that same day a novena for each other, to obtain the 
grace of perseverance. The two first .lavs, the other 
Sisters, who were separated from us, received each a 
pound ol brail-oread and a pint of water ; hut this 
allowance was afterwards reduced to onehalt". We goi 
neither bread nor water; we ate the remains of a few 
xcjjfctublos \\o found in tlio (vdbir, nud which the 
had not yet entirely consumed. worms

4



joyful’ >hanA
<' imposed n cant id» thft it xv,s co,,tnmal, and we t»"r consolation b-came amusement and

6,1 “n-» ; accent our suft'-ring^ina '.I'in Wl11 11,1,1 "c these
x?rxz s3r?«,„...

traitors ? «[.cat against tli ■ crimes of those

All ! ifweroirXu'h'ir'Vini', He will'lvT !l"r'r °"r difin* Master ! 

tLe triumph of our faiih. ‘ 1<•* a«nv our ivars, and show us
Knob ofSjtWt"WB|“JJd b^hï'w‘n' n ' ""i Uï f-ved 'be 

us iii heaven. " t >11.0 inv Croit ; Tlmw wilt crownan-

Midvil'wicz wont 
to the other, with around everyday from one nri 
ev. u whv do vniHW^'T' Î3 our ;/po8t«-

me : ‘-Well, mv L-.,iv Ahi il i Tÿ' rhen turning to 
AI)boss again than let vnm" ’Jia< ' ?u not butter become 
worms. #Si“ Jim Hliv1 h* lhOse
li tre already signed^t ’ 1 pei ! J,,ur ot,lpr Sisters
for ™h tit”/,torL^’?■".*• Wc.lm.Med 

Seize that, paper." I snitched h f ‘ V°ii° .l,illiug me :

so hiok'to yoi!rmate": ' 5°" ™>oy of Ijtdfcr !

xvi.i/!m,l:ul " ’ s ick witl) him. 
xxilh tilling my mouth with 
away enraged.

»al..M rack oil, "".ïW*"'» »S»I». we
Mother ! cxdaimwl all »

soil

80 he contented himself 
worms and filth, and went

ie jov. -Oh! ,ieill. 
you are then with us

li
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17 ufS'reJ ï,v ,S‘vwî™i»™,k.,'0VV0,kÆi,h '«>««<1 «ioùî. ™
<• "»mS"w„V MidSS iiSf'ItTü1ssrt':;„sval -, s"“n,,™6 n
uur ïsnn ë ,,u mcel h,m ; we awaited him in
accompaniedI v’‘hi?el?"10 "u'* with Michalewicz, and 
and viLi • ur \ 18 He greeted us smilinglyrimce ' i ! ** y°«.-“We, too, hail vmir
S o R .5? 01,1,‘t0 118 «s » good bishop and a good
y™ LySS™ 1>r"S'''" y°,lrw,lf'tgain tj an apjff

iminu.m'lla lmd I''1'!11' "" °"r invitation ; that thi« 

MajS “he Ite' “ ^

fc....

SSPESlsi
Ah ! it is you, infernal 

\ ed even, vour own master, Satan ..
, al Paper to the Horn- indignantly, 
o reply by another falsehood •

eeiSSSS'l-T-S;.1;:»» J uvSBusyar.

monster, who have derei-
......And I east the
The wretch dared
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barefaced falsehood ? Nobody ki 
1,1,1 "" f,1' i-'Nidy lo suffer even death f0 our faith • 
, 'V’V,1- d w,,1t‘,,vloro ilsk you to living us vour atrom’ 
■ ’ ,!ln; "'10,11 you recognize as your worthy arch-

vomseir' Then*’• lnUS? iS UOtl,i,lg ])“tai' apostate like 
cross 1 v addressing myself to Siemasko : - This
V m „ v ' 1 l)ymg me m the name of the Emperor
V *' ‘“-n susmend to your own breast, already so richly 

o aied formerly thieves were attached to the cross'-
I II ”,1 See ,!jt‘,T0SS attached to a thief. Begone ' you 

>hall not prevail against the servants of God! " * ' "
his appeared surprised, hut lie did not change
OuïZïrt for ffif’ O'joy !w,Mh.?,B

Andrianow, to investigate the 
signed by Michalewicz. 
threatened

tery of the petition 
... **o saw our constancy and

will, hl',1 ‘ 1I,10st ‘ortures, and' even

tiu'’liru s,ls’ 7'

can e'hinweîf I thau lay .u hi,,,d ,0 it—Siemasko . 1,10 h,m.M 11 1,1 vite us to assist at the ceremony • he
‘wn spoke about confession and ommunion ' We 
answered him : “God will instruct u himself, and lie 
v i 1 have mercy on us without your absolution ; you 

llortunate apostate, you have ceased to be our pastor • 
huetoie do not trouble yourself about our souls but 
m,k rarl.«r, if you wish,' of our bodies ; give us so.nïî 

lung to eat. lor we are starving. ’ Siemasltp withdrew 
in anger ; he stationed himself at the church door and 
ordered us to he brought in by force. We were imme 
d lately surrounded by a set of savages, who assaulted

After a
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l,s m?sl Vi utfiilv. All am- Sisters 
inarch, decora ted with

literally covered with 1.1 ‘,11 J'«d at the church

S&ÜBSrR sS^^Ai
Ei&ètàtSSi “r'T^

;m,‘ km‘«‘ to U.e ground, adjurid Sîî-masko ^”tV^,1.di,,4!r 
been our pastor; he now mn- , 1 » on have
your own children ! Take tins •> ■ ?. !0n^ !....V"" Sla>'
our heads ; throw them into vm", tvl‘ 1’ a.lul « "t oil' 
feet will never walk ' Td 'e . 1 ml'h\ for into it our 
and heliead us ! ! ' ....... 'K' thls “»’• 1 conjure you,
forget‘{he'div^ne*arîh^ur'tluit'anliinted ' blU 1 ivi11 nev<,r
IS'ry : "  ............ * ! h„v filX™11 ™"

*

are our
Siemasko without of mv hands • it fell !-don ^ ***S knocked the axe 

Sister Hortolana Jak.d'owsk 'amt the leg of
wound. He then struck me'., 11ln ll<'f<>(l a deep
and broke one of in v teeth I look t h^ /i ! °W “i" the fa<1'\ 
d to Siemasko ; “ Here monster ' V 0l't '.andpresented

of the brightest deed of your iff? 'V". • -
amongst the diamonds that cove vL . i ’ 1,lace.thls tooth 
will shine more brilliantly tirin' •ill !'.eart 'V sto|»* ; it 
wl"di yon hare Inu lnml vim,. llll”e Jewel« for
have nm1i™'"\°„Trrl,,i lai",t"1 • he mu.lnml ; “ 

“.“«"'he w!t„™ «ml 'ï,™«.,rrli' ”"d "n,lle
weie indeed sweet.

ta
u iioiioui of the Emperorand n 

tlie sweet chants of tl 
our prison.
lent MIj'lhi|le lhe Persecution became dailv 

’ M,chalewic/. constantly drunk since Ins

remeni-

Tliev 
bands of

we wav
our wounds, which

an orgy 
amorous hurrahs

more vio-
apostacv

>7 
w
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II
Departure for Polock,

sojourn at Spas. (184C-I843.)
Towards the close of the autumn of 1840, two years 

after our arrival at Witebsk, we one day perceived sold- 
lers m the yard. We were bound hands and feet, and 
tied two by two, as we had been the first time we 
resumed our painful march without being even told 
whither we were going. Oh ! how can I express the 
sorrow that pierced our hearts when the soldiers wrested 
out of ill) hands the dear crucifix that had accompanied 
us from Minsk, and so visibly protected us at Witebsk ' 
They took it lrom us saying : “ You are not worthy to 
carry the cross of Christ, !” ‘

This was on lriday ; we marched two days 
sunday afternoon reached Polock. We first 
on a public square, where the good townspeople sur 
rounded us and sought to penetrate amidst the bayonets 
to ofler us relief and consolation, despite the efforts of 
the guards, who soon made us continue our painful but 
now triumphant march. ’

That same night, we were lodged in the convent of 
the Basilian nuns, which we found already occupied bv 
russian popes and czernices. We were placed under the 
authority of a protopope named Iwan Wierowkin, who 
always drunk, was ever ready to strike us with the 
knotted rope he habitually carried in his hand. In our 
new prison we found ten Basilian Sisters, the only 
survivors of the Community of Polock, composed oY 
twenty-five Sisters beioiti the persecution. Fifteen

AND
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l he who never before used to take a drop of liquor), 
habitually carried a bottle of brandy in his sleeve. One 
day, on las way back from our prison, he slipped, fell 
head foremost into a pool of water, and expired God 
have mercy on his soul ! (1840.) The czernices, on hear- 
mg ol his death, said to us : “ It is well for vou this 
accident happened during daytime, and not during the 
night ; otherwise you would have been accused and 
Hogged to death." After the death of Michalewic* we 
passed under the orders of another pope, named Iwaiiow 
who treated us still more cruelly, repeating incessantly :

I am not a Michalewicz !”

EL
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Sisters had already perished before our arrival. The 
Mother abbess, Honora Rozanska, aged and infirm, had 
been one of the first victims (we found but ten Sisters 
and a corpse!!) When we entered, the ten Sisters 
threw themselves at my feet, as those of Witebsk had 
done, and asked me to be their Mother and Superior 
We embraced each other in tears ; I blessed mv new 
daughters, and together we offered our trials and suffer 
mgs to God.

Among the Sisters of Polock, two were out of their 
mind in consequence of the blows and ill-treatment 
they had received. They were nevertheless ladei: 
with chains like the rest, and tied to their wheel-barrows 
One of then, Elizabeth Filihauzer, died shortly after our 
arrival : she expired on my knees from the effects of her 
wounds. Hie other, named Theresa Bieniecka, survived 
nearly six months with us. Her folly was peculiarly 
touching : she fulfilled her task in the household service 
without manifesting the least sign of mental aberration : 
but the moment she was tied to her wheel-barrow, she 
fell into a sort of ecstasy ; she would strike her harrow 
as if it were a drum, and, holding her little crucifix in her 
hand, she would hum, with an inexpressible accent, a lit­
tle song she had composed herself since her illness, al­
though she never before had any taste for poetry. She 
would then raise her crucifix* press it to her heart, 
and terminate by pronouncing in a solemn tone these 
words of the gospel : Glory be to God on high, and peace 
on earth to men of good will She would then become —
i met, and recommence a few moments afterwards.zOno
day, on our return from work, we found our dear Sister----
dead, her body covered with blood. She had exph-ed 
under the blows ot her tormentors : may her soul rest in 
peace !

\

i\

We lost these two Sisters, not in the BasiliV con­
vent where we found them at Polock, but in ahpther — , / 
house called Spas, meaning Saviour, situated about tlmii? - „>/ 
miles distant from the town, whither we had been trans- 
fered, to work at the construction of a palace for Siemas- 
ko. We were first employed in levelling the hill upon 
which the palace was to be built.

Our hardest labor was breaking stones. We had no 
tools, and had to break one stoao with the other. Such

. ,
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aggravated bv tlin roK „ ".T for,,« our sores
i-ou,;h stones;,,,,, ev2?tffj™,.P' 1,100,1 *"°tU'A ,llf'
km, with f'/tthVt \ve ‘ V ail,I1 our ^"bs so |,rn. 
,l« fovvn. o,„. !,;v;(Is S0V,;MlIl,‘Mv'r S,f’7’ ,1(,r even 
mg,lh silting and leaning a-ainst V' lo 1>;,SS the 
fa'T "<‘W slengtl, to his sen , Î . '",of,1P1- Yet God
I, f' JoyJul at work The no u 10 "ever ceased to

""f oven allowed to a Ü !. ,! f , * 1,ml \e! we 
we worked at the ,,„i i‘M‘„ i,r 't whilst

Several of,,,,.. Sister •'a; 1 11P;,l;ice.
II, lv*‘ within the space of eH,',’",!.0,r*,lsi,)" : we lost
manner. We had to v , ys 1,1 tllf‘ following 
l,f tlm building. TJie \' i?■ ' '° th ' '«"«1 storv
"“' y i",(1 ""h’ one sKèrw vxeeedinglV

I wo or three loads evl 1 u °WP<I 1,1 ,in oacl, pail«“• |»«. fnll Of ,t«., :"5ft 'ïn,|rr «MWhi
weakest and fell „po„ ||,e | Ç, 1 ll"’ ''and of the 
"lg ■•'"'I killing her i„ jfs i . ,1l,(,xl one. crush- 
pmofol lo „s. was to see thi- iru !!oJ lal,.w,,s slil1 more 
^isiers carried away in wl!eel-lV n.l! !,<!<llVs f,j I,U1‘ 'I'-ar 
knew not where wifhme 1 to he thrown we
these precious reinains or-u 0111 ,(I,lg ;,TI to embrace 
ubode. The names of thos . Vl^W I1”'" *° ,lloi,‘ l:'*'

•tt- tiWroi" *. . . . . . . . . . . i tJZZiïl'Z1:;1.
w JSSKteS"; Œ"^!: *7 *
''as ; •• l/f„///,, w,v/, ,,,1"lr only answer
oioj.al r,‘mains found ..,.«1 1 ' , 1,11 very day. their
and their souls look fli-hl to "i"™1 ‘ l,|c fallen pit.• Kuphemia Gurvîîïk-,Tlleir "omes 
(.all,- Korvcka, lili/,|i 'h, -V11'11 ,mil Zebrowska,
Kwinta. ' ’ ’«* "yzenhauz and Irena

i

was
were
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hl "Y m!,™'ls' """■ “^'TSiSow ............
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In con gen ii ni co
Hi'* liMsmi-work had 
ployed in breaking 
oarUi, etc., etc. 
work :
Siemasko

loss of so many labourers, 
spemled, and we were 
carrying timber, renoving 

H i I,- • ,‘1‘ 11 b>w weeks, we resumed-hwas'!.lv, (lTh.dlit<1 ,o l"’.coml'1,‘te(1 i" I'-'ste. for 
was » \],< ( led to arrive m a few da vs.

srhis naiiv‘iaif‘,!1W,',S de,:orate1d after the manner of the

em-

told, and four below them : I 
boards, when Sister Rosalia 
earning mortar, called 
exhausted " 
with thus

myself standing on the 
Meduniecka, who 

me. and said : “ Mother, I 
one

was
was
am1 was thi> only 

bo fell exhausted. I nge work 
immedia-

x, 1,

................ n -
wiii'ïàor'if^c'^onVïir'v,’1^
p'lli teïïfZ'ÏKiU 'M..V "•>“ss-s1 rmm
of mv

we

• I
: Isen^towoi win, impmSSfic;!',^!

(i-idwHl'kiil vm/in Ttk ‘ y""’ fon' wiil l!il I ike a dog ! 

blrîsplit’inim ! tZmUeV8 lh^ applauding and

More, ii steiid of monasteries, 
Vou’II fir.it Siberia and the galleys.

«ml «'wXi “i’S-’uIS''!"'' fri,........ « iKs. id.ti
or   si»i.oîf i, , „1 ; ::nwll> »>■>•

"i" ifcittfc, ftwsay
Oil.
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a f 1 oCS'SZ Vb 'VI Hastened the
*W =a«I^KK£ïï',Kl'^r",“C" ‘" *

li'ans/ation'to Poloek'6 h“""!",0Î l84J' “ >'*» after our 
(lo vou do v ” j. H ' ' He Mlutc<l us by asking : “ HowIhal ov™„,eH“, tlV^ïh'8’*1 !:isÀ'hfa'-“™ to a”,

i- fw. "ai1-
ready to renounce <l„r former o SiT , nS’ ,è wm,'
I In; advnntanr « nf n,« ° i ana to accent“ Who hm/ed In, wihodox relit,ton. I answered1 :
“ You did y a tfnpt US again ?
vour Sisters who lv.vn • -, , 1 ls ll0t X0", it is then
them ? ’• c nmte(1 ni(‘ — “ Which of

à!! ,*°f ,1,,'r "7icd ^ -
turning to Sie..S« J ' , Ah !. >ou apostate, said I,

are speaking ? yés "r do’•' r L°U k t°" to wIm,n .vou -^state? trt a t^f ^ -

said ?e,!nI>1)t?<1 n"' n,f,rl>' 0,1 Hi® face. - 
ihe other '/here it'K tZZ 'KTOur Saviour,

. H" ‘he" drew from his inckel 
O ened with care, and, placing it
KiïTtlV:;™'"'™1

fellows

—ISSspSF®

paper which he

substantially as

approve,
any nun 

'•a c of ary -rsMiauce
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whatever, the military authorities, at the mere requisition of the

Signed : NICOLAS I.
■i trhmmh-,,!treaiVhiS ukase’. Siemasko applauded with

y ou /two eyes.’’ ‘ ° y°" hear? Iouk at ,hat paper with

\V hen I had done, lie showed 
had sent to the Emperor on our a 
m which we offered to abandon

the petition we 
Polock, and

government pension promised to us at Min!k^ut which 
we had never received, and everything, provided 
were left free to die in our holy religion. P

Siemasko opened the petition carefully as he had 
opened the ukase., and, witfi the hand in which he held
i’l/ft de4p \me such ® vlolent blow on the face, that I 
te its effects a year afterwards. “ I will learn you. he 
said, 1 will learn you to write to the Emperor !

we

, e recognized our petition, and saw the followin'*- 
words written on the margin : “ Their request shall be 
gi anted, if they change their religion."

1

u w ,ïnj Assistant, Sister Wawrzecka, said ’

nn bisters. Who gave you the stamped paper ?ih^uCç9‘w2d1d,‘'it for ^h0

rage, increased beyond expression. “ When I 
shall have skinned you alive, and burned you like 
torches, you 11 tell me the truth.” And with" this he 
went away m Jury. That evening, we were flogged

and to me :

.
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>*ll‘ ''Spired on my knees.

•mnmiiimMUs' .•i[»,"oa)!||1(' my1®??.1’""1® ’ \vluM11,1(1 Fells 
lu<1? tivjnhling : - )j, • Mother 01 * «rotiml
(iod’s sake, don’t , 1; 'th(‘y *'"d in tears.
von, and we will he left o Ini un™**!) !,?r, ^l' V'f),1 
;n.v dear el,ihIren, let him ki Tm~ ft !!mkl11 
He will not leave vm. „ . 11 • 11 1 die for IFather and von,-Mother ! I>h'",S : H(‘ wiM h' 1

to apostatize? hMhreah'nti’-inl ,,SUa1’. hn ‘‘'Folded us 
on finding out who had ! |tJl|1’sei ll.s\m,tl insisted
ten the verses found in the eléi.^u ,u’ petition and writ- 
tioned. That eveniior t,, ' ,ll‘ " ,ls* Fa vo already men-'!«• r«., foi ilii, ! IfIL'"" 'I'm. Slips

î1;

1 "■>!• m.'li" "Vl.'.il'i!""' ;increased from dav to’ d-.v ° nnserv ronse- 
1 ’« Painful, our tortures more? ’ ■ laLor

l it i Vr flll,owinn winter1 _ Hian the preceding i
niask()'s<(n??t'|?/U\\-(,!n]10?|0'j|'lll^s 1'!',',)lllllU'need by Sie- 

f-ung : Seraphiua Szcverbiiisl-i un,1<‘r l,1(‘ Hog-
was the first victim’ \t tlwV nl • two yuars of age, 
ceased to pronounce the sweet 11I’tlel!1T str<)k« ,l(‘i’ lips 
was in haven. Twenty simh ■ , ^ 0 ,Jesus : ,1(-r soul
they were inflicted on hi,tï'"'? “i BUfil orders ; 
Stanislas Dowgial evnired nn .i i 10 S(,< 0,,d Sister, 
her flagellation, Slmtooim,.T^•'1klu‘',s tvvu Fours after 
name of Jesus. ‘‘ Oh 1 she s-iid m< <-ssailt,y the holy 
inn, for my sufferings Will soon V,’,Ip. ‘ 0 n0t ow»* that await you yet. ” 11 ^"d ; weep over Ihos,.

agony till thaniHit1’ Stretch"]* Sister.’ ProIonged her 
Fend resting on my lûmes she | ,!!ip ? ,,!uor wi'h her

repeated these touching '....... .........

i' Sister. Basili ssa
so many others’ night ; like

on

-1842) was still more

cru-

O my Jesus.
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T1«*i - my whole heart ”. .. *ier Eps, she expired.
treatment having spïéad'in^hetown Uie S" ” \T

good old man came to see w hi? wU?, ' chari‘>- The 
oil just as the flogging was abnuttn ^°mp 011 ,le ««riv-

w polish ladvl fainted ; hTffinn? SSn"1* wife
v mo,v

rhï?l Ir yon exet te t]

on

Siemasko's

of the arch-arch- 
ostatc, 
e hor- 

. - ho hears
. say : The good old 

i. wretch, will he nevertheless

r a

man was crazy : 
hanged. "
hackt m"“s !» J» h-koo 
which Wiermvkin honpM 2 ^ „ub“f-, will,
salt, keeping the rest for him«oifo ^ ' httle bread and services to L OnTflo^taW •’hnîl^ his ki',ld 
compassion turned to our benefit no d? ïefgeileral lf- 
came the occasion of still Uranie siSSlfc ,or„il **- 
not aware that Siemasko acted on iïtW?i?*fHe W,as 
hmperor. When the anostam h; i, au,.hont1> from the
general had done, he beia me hi idôîsLd^ what the 
the weight of his anger. ,u“°us, and we soon felt
coiwcïï'ümS^t^r ,tSf* H*» >»d

air : “What were von thhikim, of . L Wlfh a threatening 
generals intervention ? I wilTlearn li?n/a?,dCCepted th*‘ 
respect the Emperor’s Orders. Ah . ff ,dI?/ou t00’to 
Emperor knew nothing about what I w» .,1 -ays lThe 
von see that ? said he showini ÎL „ • "a,s doiI1f?- Do
(daring holy and thrice holy whatsoever Si» “H86 de* 
or might do etc., etc “ What do Siemasko did 
'■mild hang every on. Of d“ )»'■ ”>’ lb« ! I
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Meanwhile the devil was preparing against us the 
most liornble assault we have had to sustain, one which 
hell alone could inspire. The idea of this new sort of 
attack was due to Siemasko, who imagined it during a
Sus liai and 1,1 lrom our workearfieî
tnan usual,and,at a given moment,our prison was invad­
ed by a set ot drunken ferocious wretches sent to out 
rage us most infamously. Oh ! whô could ever ell the' 
horrors of that terrible hour ? The scene was one of

nil 6 "m\ lefl bnnsed and bitten, and literally 
bathing in our blood. I received three terrible bites ‘ 
the arm, and a deep gash in my side. Mv head waï s„ 
awfidly bruised, that I afterwards lost a piece of the 
skull-bone, the space of which is now covered over l,v a 
were lay ol skin. Two Sisters, Justina Tur and Liheriti 
Korrnin, were crushed to death • ei-ht *
plucked out and their face mutilated ; all were horrii.lv 
mangled. Ah ! what a cruel night vve 
l^ing able to assist each other ! We wasted our womuls
oT* the sulfeih/gs ^ Œ

on

About two months after this scene 11843) we received 
he visit ot Father Kotoski, a Franciscan monk wh 

lived nearly opposite our prison, in the former convenl 
ol the Jesuits, now occupied as a military school 
hi which be was chaplain. M the «5hi îr 
cathohe priest we shed tears of joy, in hope's^ tei,,!' 
able to go to confession and receive l oiv communion 
25, ,hv°T ta.PPy we were to receive this îmeZcded 
no ; " 1 rre,I1P(l s,|’anf?e lo us that leather Kotoski

whilst sympathizing with us over our sufferings lmi 
not a word to consol us. He merely gave us a ’liSe 
money with some .read and meat He prom sed to 
return shortly again, and to visit us frequently and so 
he did soon return. Our intention, this time, was to ask
‘•"hpÎp ilr,ir 0,11 confossion ; but lip spoke first and said • 

Here is some more money and bread ; but it is esi e-
(',îa >n a Tbcn0oU-S0Uls ,hat 1 wish to occupy myslfîo- 
d.>y. Then, offering us two books, he continued •

■ I deplore your misery, but still more your ignorance' 
von persist m your obstinacy without knowing foïwW’ 
Lls,en 10 mp- I- »he Eucharist not the sam^mler o è
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'!>■; ,nuJ,,r l1w,1' ? XVherefore tin- united greek
Uiurrli and the injq Church are the same.”

Alter reading out of one on his hooks a few passages 
m support of what he had advanced, he continued : “If 
he united and the orthodox churches he the same, it 

lo lows that Siernasko’s desire, that there he but one 
religion under the same monarch, is the holiest of desires ; 
and j on were foolish in opposing his views l»v vour 
ohs inacy in a contrary opinion. If you persevere in your 
obstinacy, you shall he guilty before God. I, vour Father, 
\\Iio am, and will ever lx* a good catholic.desire nothing 
m all this hut the salvation of vour souls. ”

XX e were stupitied at these words. Mv Sisters looked 
at me : I exclaimed : “ All ! who sent von here?’—“God 
M-n nie to save your souls, which 'vou have hv vour 
obstinacy (loomed to hell All ! Judas, retire from 
i"*, 1 0U1' souls are doomed to hell, go hack to your
heaven and stay there. ” He raised his hand to strike 
me : dul my Sisters advanced to protect me ; XVawrzeeka 
seized nun by the shoulders, and, assisted hv the other 
Esters ni the twinkling of an eye she landed him out­
side. XX e never saw him afterwards.

Ill
SoioniN at Miauzioly.—I’iiison

►

AM) KSOAPK. |I81;1-184.).1 f.
One day. towards the close of spring, in the year 
• our guards sent us out into our prison yard ; Sister 

.. V«U e'., a- Per,,|,iving soldiers, said to us iiiimediatelv :
* •' Esters, we are going to travel again ; tliev are 

coming to dress us ; here are our bracelets. ” Effectively 
ue were hound two together as usual, surrounded with 
tvhm!1’ 8 ,'l,,llIl,‘llt‘<l to set out again, we knew not 
tV, . «U • ",rui;ml lu "s tli-'t we were to he transpor- 

VllSo'ni,dl lhe letter, we shall have moie 
■ nth i, said the Sisters, and we entoned a livinn in 

honour of the Archangel Michael.
Wierowkin accompanied us as far as the river 

Ova ma, which we crossed in a boat. He embarked with 
„ restless appearance amused us, whilst Sister 

X awucika said to him : \on are quite mistaken if vou
think we are going to drown ourselves ; the Dwina is 
no heaven, that we should throw ourselves in*o it.

11I
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rounded us ininiediafdv ,/, a • P,,l,esa“dBernices sur­
look ! you arc quileVmni anH^l'^V ‘ How 'v<*11 you ilo 
«‘(1 nothing y Vo haii ÎLI, di • hy ’ you hav« suHcr- 
while ; we’ll si wèar *n S“g ,,0tj],in8 ? Wait a 
now we have servants • xv.vn f ?U V." ®ravo ! Bravo ! ! they «-lapped their hlunls for i v W,161" W(?rk ! Aml

ji84arnAht^Zl!S^‘r"H,".fll“l
but ordered me and inv ass sVmt ÀÎ ""«-1 to soe us, 
be conducted to his tnhr > ' ti!’ bs^r Wawrzecka, to 
«‘zarnices and of a certain P?Paence of thechildren who were heiu-r ediic inu0^ !!l8S1,au ^hismatic 
horted us touchingly •mît i, * » ‘ 111 le bouse, he ex- 
“ What do vou exncct fn 'ln T ,polisl1 tongue : 
your obstinacy ? ti have àlwnritai|d’,by Persisting in 
>:°ur companions : had vott noMwLl0/ n6reat manY of 
•he benevolence of the Énineror » rLI ?i5u,r,selve* of 
reward vour obedience rv?l! ’ , would bless aam willing tniT,™ wUhîh 1
innocent souls-•’ \n'd „ v,Vlhe8e P"re and 
table : “There is nmr^vez à r™ ^ "1*°»,hl'
you embrace the orthodox rdSi. - iX i'°"'ir

for the love of-fesus^hTis,* if/'r’ "»•’ ,mdoven ‘death, 
live and wish to die w,! '1 tm\ Him alone, that ... 
aud our neighbour for his sake W ? fn IIim a,0llL'- 
sent to educate schismatics mil. •#* tun d “ever con- 
tbe catholic religion. ” ' U! 188 lf WL‘n*lo teach them

• ......... ,J,ig llin ........... ...
L"',#gi^wâw

•i v "oar we were goin-r to nsL- ” , V- u .

"■■■y w,m srak .VTAte

We
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IIutc tu tun.pt us.—Thu tumultuous shouts ol' the 
zernices brought the scene to a dose, and Siemasko expelled us m fury. When lie had’left? we wev? 

compelled to purify with lire and water the spot, when - 
tn we had stood in his presence, defiled by what the 

czernices called our accursed polish blood.
To cool down that polish blood of ours Siemasko

. b tn loi both arms. In this state, with a roan around 
our neck we were led through the town. A number of

i- “ MB à [™; ShM

i

The protopope Skrvpin first said : ‘-If von don't 
e.ubrace our religion, 1 will drown von like dons'’-

«fs®U,C ‘"‘olh= ‘«I' • S

When the water was up to our waist, we were 
again invited to apostatize. On our refusal we were
h'.?gJdln ,bo1,l bv’thf01'’ 'l1U;n‘ "e Tre

I*- °W 1 o, Ul. h> ,ll< neck for nearlv three Ilmira 
exasperated by our constancy, cried 

out in tuiv Drown them, drown them like dmr< - 
\\e were led back to our prison amidst the wailiims of 
the kind-hearted Jews, who sought in vain to oiler us 
some relief and consolath The dipping process

rtnight, and was aband 
Jews. Four Sisters

was
only through fear of 
drowned in thi weres manner.

i ^ews always showed themselves kind mil,,hmtabl« ••«.: may Uod ,„UghU,n and sat" thorn!

„ .. '"llowiiig winter 1184.1-1814) was a mud one fen- 
nw oui sores were renewed by the contact of the cold
wid'and'hShif 'w5^ ('°“si<uraljly aggiavaled bv 

1 lU liaifl!»hip. \\q were allowed to go out and

i
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C-

?

• 
' 

■
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S‘werwerédbv onr3,lL°"ring lmesl : L"h "annuelled 
; ,"Vi r nur fetters, we were unable to carry it 

rough the deep snow. Moreover, our only stove w s
smoYe that one of’ a,,d «•' ,illo(1 apartment with 
suffoSted °nr Slstm’ Martlia Balinska, was

vvîioseVTes haîbêèn lnîl1, !*CS,idt S ll,f vi-hl Sisters, 
scene ,7pii^„,SîW, ûm’in'ê "><- horrible
àndvviw0"^ i bn! f°"f ^ lolS lile^S;

ï«ss:!sr1,l:....
. It was then (181.5) that Cod inspired us with tl,„

.hc'ihiSK'^,:; r!;n;;!r-J^sl,;sr^

■ror.

us a

XV c raised up against the prison wall a lorn- u
wiH°°' ’- ,y l"i‘'".1enl whirh w,< reached the top of 

1 * ^‘utledhrst, and eontempiated for

». jÆ .stiULX&'Sït srss!
.u;

tirer I pi ta ted myself into the air. Cod pro! v 1 ,,'am

n m o r tune Indore she appeared. XVe wt>re bevrin-h~ I""1 h"i'i'....... >vi.oi, ni liish

a^Æsfrr1 ;• .iu"1 sh» *>« »s« u."
U m-,!> 10 11 jrfuel, wrapped in a mantle she had

a inomenl

we

ft.
;

I'll'I
*n;'

>. *
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Si!X; s's&sr"drad wl,llsl wo "ere

;Mtl !!lis,to^\ Pince about midnight from 
man h to the 1 of April of tiiis present year 1845.

God willed it so. He will take care of our blind 
and infirm bisters, whom we abandoned without 
apprising them of our departure ; for if they had asked 
IS to remain with them, we never would have been able

iîodtSilT' ...............wWÎ
I have

the 31

died i few ïal tw? ofo«r infirm Sisters
o ui a t( w d.ijs aiterwards, and that the others were
placed in an hospital, after a long opposition from 
biemasko. who persisted in refusing Ills ,,emission 
unless they consented to receive communion at least 
once from tin- hand of a schismatic pope. The Sisters 
iay,,lp istantly rpfiisrd, l„. ........ .. „™
" '«•'"'I Hi,- ...............«of I lie tjpfia llorv,rSv

them to se«> a catholic priest. 1 1 ,IUfm
«baking off the snow that covered 

pioceeded to the ruins of 
which we nelt

us, we
........ . a neighbouring chapel, on

gravers • w .,recite‘.1 '“AreUior °ur midnight
,y 1 '' nnoked the assistance of the Most Hnlv 

runty and the protection of the Blessed Virgin M irv - 
we recommended ourselves to our guardian an* els uni 
pation saints; we embraced each other in tears and
oemore «Sïv 'eh’.S”1*!1! °Ue ,aki.u#a different direction! 
0, p,,sih elude the pursuit of the nolice and in order hat one of us at least might be hapnv eno Lh

r""| Vi,a,, of jius-ChS'îïnd wfwm
V iiVful v°m,ws ofa nation suffering martyrdom 

i >i;its faith, ot a people loudly calling for their nriests 
djing in prison or freezing to death on the icy deserts 
o Siberia for their fidelity to the holy Roman Church 
ol «1 people loudly demanding the restoration of their 

i1'aill|d or profaned Sanctuaries. After wandering for 
(Mih three months through the forests of Lithivmii

presm'ul'from" n|iUll,lillg' srfd and ,ra(‘*ed, and yet 
travelled i!X

Sv father'!1 hïv^T’t f’T’ V command of the 
l. I haw related what I remember of the

1
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'•'«'ills that took place during the 
Hi • happiness to suffer fur sevtui years we had

our faith.mÊmimmassistance they cave us rihv,v«Vt *r 10t 011 y ?,r t,ll‘
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