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Sir Arthur W Curriey; GeCelMeGa.y
MeGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur Curri

Whem my petition was refused to have the
Commerce degree accepted for admission to study Law
Quebec ycu intimated that McGill might take steps
to have it accepted.,

In order not to lose another six months I
very anxious that I be admitted to study by January next.
In order to do this it would be necessary to have a pet-
ition passed at the next meeting of the General Council
1

of the Bar of Quebec which I believe is to be held in Sep-
tember, Shall I proceed with a private petition as before
or will the University be takir /

Failing the acceptance of my degree it will be
necessary to negociate with some other university, pos-
sibly Ottawa or Bishops, to obtain a Be.A. THis will ob-
viate taking the Junior Bar examinations.

Since speaking to you I have thought of another
very real fault in the ruling against the Commerce degree.
What better training could a corporation lawyer have than
his license in accounting (C.A.) and admission to the Bar?
The only practical way to attain this outstanding qualifi-
cation, in a reasonable time is by way of the Commerce
degree and then Lew. This could be done in eight years.

Hoping to hear from you at your convenience,

Yours faithfully,







Y FRED. B, FETHERSTONHAUGH, K.C.

4 GEO.E.LEETHAM
CHRISTOPHER ROBINSON
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ANNOUNCEMENT

OF THE

FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY

HE FLETCHER School of Law and Diplomacy will open for in-
T struction on October 2, 1933. Established on the basis of a bequest
to the Trustees of Tufts College, it is organized and administered
jointly by Tufts College and Harvard University for the purpose of

giving instruction in the closely related fields of

Public and International Law, Diplomacy and Inter-

national Relations, and International Economics.

The curriculum has been designed with the object of preparing a limited
numaber of qualified students for the specialized and exacting profes-
sions of international law, the diplomatic and consular services, foreign
business and finance, historical and economic research, and the teaching
of these various branches. College and university graduates of high

calibre are eligible for admission to the Fletcher School.

The staff of instruction is composed wholly of experts in their re-
spective fields. For the initial year it will include: George H. Blakeslee,
Lauchlin Currie, Seymour E. Harris, Arthur N. Holcombe, Halford L.
Hoskins, William L. Langer, Roscoe Pound, Joseph Redlich, Julius
Stone, and George Grafton Wilson. Furthermore, all library facilities

of Harvard University and Tufts College have been placed at the ser-

vice of the Fletcher School, and these, together with the distinguished




faculty, provide a unique opportunity for graduate study in the essen-

tial aspects of international relations.

The courses offered during the year 1933-1934 will lead to the de-
gree of Master of Arts. These courses will be conducted on the campus
of Tufts College, attractively situated within the Boston metropolitan
area about two miles from Harvard Square, Cambridge. The plan of
instruction provides that in subsequent years the curriculum will be ex-
tended to include other subjects of study leading to the degree of Doctor
of Philosophy. The more advanced courses will be conducted on the

campus of Harvard University.

The curriculum of the School has been arranged with a view to in-
cluding a summer session as an integral part of the year’s work. This
session, beginning in the summer of 1934, will offer a number of courses,
particularly for teachers, lecturers and institute workers, not included
in the offerings for the regular academic year. A separate bulletin re-

lating to the summer session will be issued a few months hence.

For the promotion of advanced study along the lines represented

inkthe School,

Five Fletcher Fellowships have been established.

Each of these bears the value of one thousand dollars.

These will be awarded competitively to candidates of outstanding abili-
ty and character. Applications for Fellowships for the year 1933-1934

should be in the hands of the Dean of the School as soon as possible.

For further information, address the Dean, Fletcher School of Law

and Diplomacy, Medford, Massachusetts.




FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY
ADMINISTERED BY TUFTS COLLEGE AND HARVARD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS

The Dean

McGill University
Montreal, Quebec
Canada

Enclosed

the opening of the

Diplomacy. The

will note, for

instruction in the mor uﬂiawvxiai

of international relations A distir
staff and unrivelled library facilities
the expectation that our work will be
unusually significant nature.

It 4]1 G"J_JJVL/]
kindly have the announcemer p
appropriate u17le in board and
other effective j to the notice
larly able studcﬁuu who might bﬁ
pursuing work along the lines
our curriculum,

A catalog of the Fletcher School
will be sent you presently.
Very truly yours,

/

o

1 7] Ao >
/1 5

Acting Dean
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QUEBEC, 29 février 1932.

Mongieur C.S.LeMesurier,
faculté de Droit,
Université McGill,

MONTREAL.,

Cher longieur Leliesurier,

Veuillez m'excuser de ne yas &av-
olr donné signe de vie plus $0t et d'8tre si en reterd
pour voug remercier du tres aimsble accueil cue vous m'
avez fait & Montréal. e décés de mon frére le matin de
mon arrivée & Québec m's emp€ché la semsine dermisre de
m'acouiitter entre autres devoirs, de celui-1a.

Sous pli séparé je vous envoie
augsl quatre théses que vous avez bien voulu me communi-
quer. Je m'excuse aussi de leg avoir gardées plus long-
temps que je n'aurais dfl mais e¢lles m'ont vivement in-
téressé et je n'ai puére eu le temus de les étudier &

loipir. Je me permets de garder, nour quelcues jours en-
core, celles de MM, liicholls et Slapack qui me parsissent
mériter mieux que 4'B8tre parcovrues & la couree. Si ce-
pendsnt vous en avez Wesoin diteg le moi sans hésiter et je
vous les renverrail par le retour du courrier.

fout simplement He suis émer-
veillé devant ces travanx gul révelent une maturité d'esprit
et une érudition absolument irattendues chez des auteurs,
qui ne sont que des éléves, Il faut sang doute les félic-
iter mais féliciter augsi les professeurs qgui ont poussé
& ce »oint leur formation,

Veuillez droire & l'agsurance de
nes meillenrs sentiments.

FERLINAND ROY.




CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN AND PRES!DENT

MONTREAL
Mareh 12th, 1932.
My dear Sir Arthur,-
I have your note of the 4th insta
Ferdinend Roy, Dean of the Faculty of Law of Laval

*3

You must be very gratified
understand that, comparatively speaking
impress even as critical a man :

You will be surprised to know that, in speaking a few days ago %o one
of the most prominent members of the Canadian Bar, I was seriously asked the ques-
tion whether, in my judgment, a college education was of any value to a lawyer,
This man had himself not had the opportunity of taking an Arts course, but was
called to the Bar under the system which still prevails in O
apprenticeship and the nassing of law school examinations.

The faet that the advantages of a college education are not evidenced

a considerable number of those who graduate still leads to the view that its
advantages are at least doubtful.

In Ontario, if a law student is a graduate of a University, he requires

three years in an office and attendance at law school which means seven years in all.

is not, he can qualify by ssing his law school examinations and serving five

o

years indentured to a member of the Bar., This means that a boy matriculating at 16
can become a full=fledged lawyer at 21, and this explains in some measure the fact

that we have so many uneducated lawyers in the profession.

7 S /‘.f
Sincerely ygur : S A4
Sir Arthur Currie, G« C. Ms Go, /é%%?/ /57/
Prineipal,

MeGill University,
MONTREAL, Gue.
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LelMlesurier:-
I m forws ‘ﬂd}ﬂ&; you under se-
the theses written by Messrs. Nicholls,

Please excuse my having kept
anxious to examine them care-
have derived
They are
y told Judge Sur=
1 ttention to Sla-
pack's work as the material cemed to be more care-
quTJ classified, but all LaCtOT" considered Mr.
icholl's appears the better. There should be no
haggling over the congrstulations to either of them,
nor, I repeat, to the masters whose remarkable dis-
ciples they are.

I am very grateful for the com-
munication of these fine studies.

With kindest regards,

The Dean of the Faculty of Law,

FERDINAKND ROY.




UNIVERSITE LAVA:
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b
QUEBEC, ler avril 193¢

Monsieur S. LeMesurier
Faculté de Droit,
Université chill,
MONTREAL,

Cher Monsieur LeMesurier,

sous pli
renvoie les theses de MM. Nicholls

Veuillez
les avoir gardées si longteAp J
examiner soigneusement--c'est ce
J'y air troubé grand plaisir et aussi
tiré profit. Elles sont toutes deux
valeur,; comme je 1'ai déja dit & M
Je lui ai signaslé le travail de M.
matiére ye parait nlus soigneusement B S .”*ue

1s

mais,

tout pesé, c'est celui de M. Nicholls qui me semble
supérieur). Il ne faudrait pas marchander les féli-
e

citations ni & 1'un ni & 1'autre--par plu
fOlu. gu'aux 1&1tre° dont 1ls sont des disc ples
& Tait rem: arquable

ncore une

tout

Je vous suis trd reconnais-
sant de m'avoir communigué ces belles études et vous

prie de c¢roire & mes meilleurs sentiments.

Le Doyen de la Faculté de Droit

DINAND ROY.




Appe-dir.

The following is an extract from the minutes of a
meeting of the Faculty of Law held in the office of the

Dean on Wednesday, October 15th, 1924, at 5.15 p.m,

"WHEREAS many practitioners complain that the time
spent in attendance at lectures and in studying for
examinations so restricts'the attendance of students in
offices that the practical training there received is in

most cases altogether inadequats.

"AND WHEREAS this Faculty is of opinion that the
time spent by students in office attendance seriously

interferes with their university studies.

"AND WHEREAS this Faculty is of opiniom that it is
desirable that the periods devoted to the systematic
study of law and to practical office training be separ-

ated.

"AND WHERBAS it is also of opinion that three years
should be devoted exclusively to the systematic study of
law and that the experience gained in one year's aiten-
dance in & law office during ordinsry office hours after
completion of the university law course and the vassing
of all examinations would be more than the equivalent of

the office training now received.




"THAT: The Principal and Governors are requested
to take the necessary steps to secure an amendment to
the Acts governing the legal and notarial professions
which will permit the admission to the said professi ons
of students who have spent three years studying law in
2 university in the Province, have met all the require-
ments as to qualifications for admission to the seid

professions and have subsequently spent one year under

indenture with & practicing advocate or notary, as the

case may be."

I certify the foregoing to be an exact copy of
a resolution passed at a meeting of the Faculty of Law,
MeGill University, held on VWednesday, October 15th,

1924, in the Office of the Dean.

C.S.Lellesurier.

A/Secretary.
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MAMORANDUM ON AIMS AND MZETHODS IN THE FACULTY OF LAW

In 1925, the Faculty procured the enactment of a
provincial statute which enables the law student to
qualify for practice at the bar by three years success-
ful work in an approved Faculty of Law in the Province
followed by one year's indentures in a law office.
Previowely three years' indentures had been required in

addition to the law degree, or five years without a law

degree. The three years" office work was invariably

accomplished concurrently with attendance at the
University,with results unsatisfactory both to the of-
fices and to the University. The new method of gualifi-
cation is optional, but the object of the Faculty in se-
curing its introduction wae to adopt it &s, in thseory,

the standard method. By doing so, it enables itself to
say to the student: "Our course is based on the assump-
tion that we have full command of your time. We do not
arrange our courses or measure the university work to be
done with any consideration of office attendance." A
candidate may still qualify in three years by concurrent
office and university attendance,, and a number of our
students follow this plan. We make no attempt to pronibit
this but we discourage it by telling the student that he does

it at his own peril, by exacting & standard of University




work which meskes it impossible for the me jority to

spend any considerable time in offices outside the

vacations, and by holding lectures at times designed
to keap our men about the Univergity during working
hours.

The Faculty's interest in the &bove cheange was
that it offered means of intensifying study. In the
report drawn up and adopted by the Paculty in 1925,
following on the new legislation, the principle was
laid down thet the chief respongibility for obtaining
his information should rest with the student himself,
the lecturer directing reading and discussing problems,
as far as possible, instead of dictating treatises in
lecture form. The report was based on the conviction,
held by the majority of the Faculty, that the strict
lecture-method had been a failure in the essential
task of training minds in the habit of legal thinking.
It hed addressed itself largely to the memory, and the
gstudent had made it his chief object to memorise what
he had been told in order to be able to disgorge it
agein for examinstion purposes. The policy of
guidance and discussion, rather than dictation, would,
it was felt, stimulste interest and develop the ability

to deal with situations as they present themselves.




The result of the older method had too often been merely
to stock a man's brain, until he forgot them, with
ready-made answers to set questions. The value of this
result was not the less questionable in that the lawyer
in practise rarely relies on memory, but surrounds
himself with texts. What we want to develop is the
ability to use texts,plus a flexibility and tenacity

of mind that will help the student when he becomes &
lawyer to deal efficiently with ever new problems.
Further, we should like to inculcate some comprehension
of law, not as & collection of arbitrary rules, but as
the essential framework of social 1ife, which must

evolve to meet new needs, and we can only do that if we

cure.the student's habit of excluding from his purview

all but the cramming of a catechism.

The Faculty is committed to the new policy, and courses
have already been considerably altered to conform with it.
Lectures have been reduced in number in order not merely
to leave the student time for independent reading, but to
wean him from the idea that the lecture and the examins tion
are the be-all and end-all of a law course, and to train
him in the habit of assembling his own material. More dis-
cusgion is going on in the class-room, and a great deal
more perscnal consultation outside class-hours between

student and lecturer. We are doing everything to encourage




our men to come and see us in our offices to talk about
their subjects. PFinally, we are asking them to write
essays on every possible occasion. Some of their essays
have shown sufficient ressarch and originality to

secure publication in the Canasdian Bar Review and other
periodicals. Even the great number vh ich are not good
enough for that have at least required the reading of

cases and treatises, all of which helps to snlarge a

man's vision beyond lecture-notes. This throwing of

increased responsibility upon the student does not by
any means lighten the lecturer's work. It scarcely
requires saying that to keep the methods I have men-
tioned in operation requires a great deal more time and
individual attention than would be necessary for the
preparation and delivery of formal lectures. It is
therefore exceedingly difficult for part-time lecturers
to apply these princijes, and no praise could be too
warm for the loyalty with which several of our down-town
staff are co-operating. There are others, of course,
who cannot be expected to adapt themselves. We have
known this from the beginning and are not looking for
the impessible but, frankly, these obstacles can be

neither total nor eternal.




Hitherto I have been dealing with the new policy in
its bearing upon the relations between teacher and student.
But it involves other duties and opportunities. The task
of the professor was formerly accomplished when he delivered
his prepared lectures, set snd merked his examinstion rapers.,
Lectures tended to remain unsltered from year to year. To
teach as we are now trying to do requires constant research
and constant modifiecation of courses by the professor, There
is no other way of keeping any subject alive. Therefore the
principles sdopted in the report of 1925 require that we
should have here a strong nucleus of teachers who are doing
active research in lsw, Anything which strengthens that
nucleus will improve the scientific tone of the Faculty and
incresse its efficiency in turning out lawyers with the
appetite and sbility for sound legal work. Naturally personnel
must be chosen with a View not merely to scholarship but to
teaching ability. You can have scholarship without much
teaching ability, but you cannot teach sowndly without
scholarship. In all but the severely practical subjects such
&8 procedure, company law, bankruptcy, the combinatimn of
research and capacity to instruct is more apt to be found
in the full-time teacher. PFew lawyers will deny that the
conditions of practice now obtaining in Montreal do not
encourage research. Resesrch is the life-blood of legal
teaching, and ther efore this Faculty, if it is to grow in its

sclentific significance and to increase its influence upon

the bar and bench of the Province, mugt increase itg




full-time staff. The increase should be gradual, of course,

but it should not be made absolutely conditional upon in-

n/
crease of students. Turing out a better manufactured product

from the existing raw material is an object worth considering.
The first increase might take the form of a chair in Compars-
tive Law. The opportunity for study snd research in compere-
tive law in Montreal has few parallels, and it is an opportunity
that has never been exploited, Sound work on the sub ject here,
with publication of the result,wuld give the Faculty inter-
national prestige. It would also inject new life even into
u Adergraduste teaching, It is partly with this in view that
I pressed for the appropriation of the Wurtele Bequest as a
publishing fund. A series of treatises on the law of this
Province would not only be useful in legal practice here; it
would also open up & mine of material for use in the United
States and elsewhere in the study of comparative law, a sub ject
which is receiving increased attention everywhere. It might
even be hoped that proper facilities here would attract a few
graduate students from the United States. There, law-teaching
is rapidly achieving the status of a profession by itself, and
the value of comparative study in preparing for it is fully
recognised. We might offer a special course for graduates of

common law schools leading to our B.C.L, degree. That could be




done by selecting essentiasl civil law subjects in the
present curriculum and adding comparative law. Such
a graduate course, and along with it, the establishment
of an honours course for our more able undergraduates,
are developments to which this Faculty ought to look
forward. They can only be realised, however, by an
increase in the full-time staff,

Some critics of the new policy describe it ss
theoretical or idealistic, The distinction betwean it
and the o0ld is by no means that between the ideslistic

and the practical. The o0ld system was abandoned pre-

cisely because it was not yielding good results, in other

words because it wes not practical. A glance &t the
resolutions in the appendix will show that those respon-
sible for initiating the change were convinced that it
was necessary as an improvement of professional Prepara-
tion. Sound legal training is simply a speciz lized
branch of liberal education and the most practical method
0of liberal education is the one which sddresses itself
most directly and effectively to the thinking processes
rather than to the memory. From the practical se well
as from the theoretical point of view the method of
guidance, discussion and stimulation is better than the

simpler and easier dictatiom-method. It & vitally




important that everything possible should be done here

to encourage what I have called the new policy. Personally,
I regard it as the only one worthy of & University Faculty,
and while immediate realisation of all its implicatims is
not to be expected, steady if gradual progress in that

direction is essentisal.

Respectfully submitted,

Qi@m/& o

2§7J&¢,




UNIVERSITRE LAVAL

FACULTE DE DROIT

RZSOLUTIOH - 19 novembre, 1924.

VU que la Faculté de Droit de 1'Université MeGill
& voté le 31 octobre dernier, une résolution sux
fins de suggérer un amendement & 1la loi concernant

le profession d'avocat et celle de notaire :

ATTENDU que 1l'on demende & cette Faculté d' exprimer

son opinion sur les modifications aingi projetées

.
’

IL EST RESOLU :

Que cette Paculté est d'opinion
que les étudiants en droit, qui auront suivi un cours
de droit de trois sns dans une université de cette
Province, qui se seront conformés sux eXigences des
statuts concernant l'sdmission & 1= pratique de la
profession d'avocat ou de notaire et qui auront en
outre, étudié sous brevet pendant un an avec un evocat
ou un notaire pratiquant, suivant le cas, auront, par

le 2it, regu un entrafnement d'une valeur au moins

égale & celui qui est actuellement requis pour l'admission




3 1'une ou l'autre de ces professions.

Cette Paculté. en conséquence approuve la suggestion

d'amender les statuts, de fagon & permettre 1'admission &

la pratique de la profession d'avocat ou de notaire aux
étudiants qui suront rempli les conditions ci-dessus

mentionnées.

Vraie copie

Le Secretaire de la Faculté

F. Roy.




DRAFT RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED TQ THE
INTER-UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE ON LEGAL ED-
UCATION IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

The purpose of this eonference isg
(a) to study the causes of the genersl
digsetigfaction with eXisting legal ed-
ucation and
(b) in full co-operation with the gov-
erning bodies of the professions to

plen for the future.

II. If the resultant Project is to provide a
sound foundation for the Progressive development
of education for the bar and "notariat" using to

the full the unique faeilities possessed by this

provinee owing to the existence of two cultures

each with its own universities following their

own educational traditions it must recognise

thet the diversity of educationsl methods already

exigting in non-professional edueation is equally

permisgible and desirable in the preparation (for-

mation) of lawyers.

III. A. The preparastion (formation) of a lawyer
falls into three parts:

(a) pre-legal or gemersl education,




Z2a

(b) the study of law,

(¢) training in the practise of law.

B. The period of study for those taking a
university law course should be four yesrs.
During this period they should receive both
theoretical and practical training.

The practical training may consist of
actual work in a law office or of work of s
rractical nature carried on under the direc-
tion of the university staff. It may be
carried on concurrently with the theoretical
study or oconsist of one year of full-time
office work following a three year full-time

university law course.

In aecordance with all our traditions admission
to the legal professions im a prerogstive of those
rrofessions themselves yet it is desirable that in
exercising that prerogstive the professional scecie-

ties take account of the procegs of preparation

(formation) and that the exsmination regulations be

g0 framed as to be fair to all groups of candidates.




Dalhousie Dean Dismisses

Criticism ()f Law Schools

Prof. Sydney Smith, Now Lecturing At McGill, States

Practice Necessary To Make Successful Lawyers

NO APOLOGY w er to make for law schools on the score |

they are not turr ; practical lawyers,’” Prof. Sidney Smith, |
Dalhousie Lz School, said in an inte r today. Professor |
livering a series of lectures at MeGill Law School, under an ex- |
change . ‘“We cannot give the law students their technique; only
offices can do ti " he added.
Until about six years ago, Professor Smith greatly admired the §

ystem’ used at Harvard Law School in the attempt e the student
technique. Since that time, he admits, he has come be critical of the |
Harvard method.

The charge that the Canadian
chools do not turn out practical
g does nots worry Dean Smith
he feels that law school 11':-1111-;
is invaluable in the long run for
ctical law * . CGive man a
liberal education, > said, ain him |
in international : y itutional | ¢
law, and, though may tell at
| once, it will beg C 11 insi five
years. By time he will have
achieved a ce
PARALLEL CASE
“Take the parallel case of the trade
schoo We may ac man how !
} to light a blow-tarch m‘d how to apply ]
a blow-torch to a pipe, but we oughi |
} to do more than that. We should |
| teach him the principles, the why and “
i\\nwufuxe the reason it rks. It is |
| somewhat the same with regard to

| sor Smith say that the same |
| sort of idle critic £ aw schools |
:I!]:]j\' be heard all across Canada. “I |
| met more of it at Osgoode Hall than |
. | in the Maritimes he declared. g
oo Sm:rh is a Maritimer by birth
| and a ‘‘Bluenose’” at that, having
| been born at Inverness, Cape Breton

1
|
BBy

(C nntmu(-d on Page 4.1)
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|
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Decambor 28nd, 1931,

The Principal,

MeGill University.

Dear lir, Principal:e

Poworsg of

the General

Souncil., Unéer the Bar Act of the
Province of Quebee & candidate Tor andmission to
the Her must study as clerk or student with a

practising advocate during at least four consecu-

tive and entire years. Thig periocd is refluced to

thres years for students attending a "regular

sourse of law" in a university of this province

and to one year for those who have previously guce
gesefully completed sush a law course. The General
Council may from time to time determine the subjedts
which shall be studied and the number of leotures
upon each subject in universities snd colleges which
muegt be attended to constitute a regulsy law course
aveiling only if the sald ourriculum shall have been
effectually followed by the university and the

gandidate.




Hew Require- : e
nents. In June 1lapt% the Genersl Counell of the Zar ape

proved & genersl revigion of ites Ly-laws snd mederislly
modified the surriculum of an arproved law cowrse., I am
enologing & t:ble phowing the old and new requirements,
the MoGill curriculum, snd that of the Universiiy of
Montreal .

Compared

with old

Require- -
ments. Ap compared with the previcus Dar reguirements

R A TN DS D

o

the new by-laws provided for o reduetion of the number of
lestures in Romgn Iaw of forty-three {43), an inercase
in Civil, Commercisl and Maritime Iaw of one hundred and
Pifty-seven (1B7), in Givil Procedurc of thirty-sevemn (37),
and 1u Congtitutional and Aduinietrative Iaw
nine (39). The 0ld regulations had provided for a course
of thirty (50) lestures on Comparative Law to de introduced
at a future date. This course, redused o twenty (20)
leotures, is made obligatory.

Apart from the inoresse in the number of lectures
the new provisions are marked by & tenfency to enter Into

detail, For example, the o0ld regulations oalled for four

handred and thirteen (413) lectures in Civil, Commercial

and Maritime Law. The new regulstions covering substantially

the same subjects call for & specified number of leotures in




Coxvared
with

MeGill
Ca-riculum,

Comparing the new reguiremente with the pres-
ent MoGill curriculum the following salient facots mey
be noteds In Civil Law owr courses fall short of the
reguirerents by approximately one hundred and fifty
(150) lectures, in Civil Procedure by fifteen (15)
lectures, in Consbitutionsl Law by ten (10) lectures,
and in Municipal and schook Law by twenty-five (25)
leotures.

I% should alse be noted that sdditicnal courses
will have to be given dealing with the Patent Act, the

Rellway Agt, the Public Sorvice Commission Ac$, the Bar

Act and byelaws, and School Laws These courses ora, of

sourse, yrovided for in the Iinoreasged mumber of lustures
above refarrved to.

The MoGill currioulum provides for one hundred
and twenty {120) leetures in Romen Law &g againet sixty
(60) in the new rogulations and for one hundred and twen-

20) lectures in Comsercial lew as against one hande
red (100) required by the regulations for Commercial,
Maritime and Statute Iew., Our courses 40 not toash upon
the Patent Act, Railw.y Aot and Public Service Commipsion

Act, howevar,




4o

Tt should be noted that the number of lectures
nregoribed constitutes & minivmm and it is hard to deter-
mine whether these Ligures desl with the number of lec-
tures to be pgiven or actually attended by each sgtudent,
although I rather incline to the latter view. If this
interpretation be adopted by the Bar it will of course
be necessary to inorease the figuwres by ten or twenty

por cent to allow a little leeway.

At firet sight, ine increase in the number of

legtures which would be reguired to meet the new 3ay
gtandard does not appesr very greats The problem is come
plicated by the aot that the Ber stendard in ceriain cube
joutpe-Ronan Iow, Pubiie Internstional Law, Conflict of
Lawe snd Commercial Leweeis dbviocusly much lower than ours
and Yo -aintein ocur standard in these subjects, while
meeting the Bar requirements for leotures in other subjects,
would mean giving about fifteen hours & week of olase work.
To us thies seems oxcessive, 1o meny hardly adequstes. "hat
ig the explanation of this diverpence of épinion ?

Reasons

for Dif-

forencess The answer lieg parily in fundamental conceptions
of education and partly in the nistory of legal education
in this provinee. Originelily aspirvate to the legal pro-

féspion scoguired the necepsury knowledge =nd experience in

the office of a practitioner. sSubsequently the universitics,




5

s acsurgtely mosbors of the Jur working under
orgaiised sevies of lectures to system-
vhe Knowledge sooulred in practice. The
teran of Indenture for students altending these souvses was
then reduced. The sourses were rarely given, the leoturers
mee ting thelr students vhen gonveniont to themselves which
apparently was not often. 7o meet thie situstion the Bar
decrced that 1o ob tain ths benefit of the reduced indenture
muat congist of a epesified number of
lectures on different subjoots and these lectures muast in

foct be delivered and attende These lesturcs were, and

for many yeurs rempined, & mere adjunet to office training.

Gradually changing conditions in the offices led to a ghift
in the ralative lmportance of office and university works
The old ides, mwever, of merely conveying information (pro-
bably Justified when a student merely pave his epare time

to hle acadenis work) has remsined. It ig only at MoGill
that it is not sccepted. Coubded with this is the fact that

French-Canzdion education emphasises ex sathedrs teaching

end ite wnoritical sccveptance by studentes %o & far greater
degree than ig consonent with Turopean ideass This is not
seprising whon it ip romombered how rocently and how ine
somplotely our own university hag taten effoctive stops to
eliminate the spoon-feeding of studente, to encourage inite

iative and independent thinking, to consider leotures merely




a8 one-rund not the most Importante-2id to educntion, and

’

apon ontgide reading and the wrodustion of ggho-

them, the dlfferonce in the curriculm: dros

ser and oureg is Yo be trsced to fondnmontal 44 ffer-
ences in educationnl idess 1% iz olear that disoussion of
deteil will lend novhore. Very fow memdors
have say idea of the nature snd extent of the work done by
our ptudents snd thorefore our offorts should bho nimsd at
familieriging the Sar generally and the Genersl Comeil in
partioular with what 1o going on'at MeGills This may be
done in various ways dut undoubtedly the nost efeciive
is an odiar demonstrntions "o ghould thorafore andeavour
to have indlvidual nombarg of the Cenaral Cowncll ome %o
the “aculty, seo our gtnlenis working ian the Liltwary, 6Xe
amine thelr clase eomays snd tslk with them, as woll as

obaeorve our fYinel exemiriations.

In concinglon, may I smphosize the inporience

of immediate sotion (the mugpented method of progenting

our cage belng ementislly sleow wordsd ing )} 1f w2 are to

obhialn aetlon In tine 0 mravent tho now roertlotions 13 Grom

com'ng offlentive on Auguct 1, 1938

L

Yours traly,

Aoting Dean.
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Minutes of a meeting of the Faculty of Law held in
the office of the Dean on rriday, S 19th, 1930
at 5415 pems

There were present:

The Dean, Professors Surveyer,
vainwright , “Lelesurier and Scott,

The minutes of the two previous meetings were read
and adopted.

The Dean presented a letter which he had received
from the Secretary of the Provineial Bar Associstion pro-
posing the adaition of an extra year to the course of le-
gal studies, and he asked the opinion of Faculty upon the
suggestion, after some discussion the Dean was authorized
to state to the Bar Associdtion that the raeulty was op-

posed to the addition of a fourth year to the university

law course, and that it would prefer to see the present

optional system of three full yearg at the university ahnd

one full year's indentureship, made. compulsory. The Dean
was further empowered to choose a small committee fromithe
PFaculty to discuss the matter with the Bar Association, if
and when the occasion ghould arise.

he Dean then advised Faculty that Miss Adelaide Nutting,
a sister of the late Charles Albert Nutting, a graduate of
this Faculty, wished to contribute a sum of money to the

McGill Taw ©School in memory of her brother, for the purpose




of establishing some form of prize or scholarship,

It was stated that the annual revenue derived from
the scholarship fund would probably reach $79400,

and discussion followea as to the best use that

could be made of the fund., It was decided that the
sum should be devoted t0 a prize to be given annually
to the first or second vear student submitting the

best essay on a set topic of legal history. The Dean

Wes requested to express to liigs Nutting the thanks

of the PFaculty for her generosity,

The meeting then adjourned,
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Arting Ghief Iustice’s Chambers

May 25th, 1927,

PERSONAL,

SIR ARTHUR CURRIE,
PRINCIPAL,
MeGILL UNIVERSITY,
CITY.

My dear Sir Arthur Currie,-

I hope to attend the meeting of the Faculty of
Law called for 4.45 p.m. today to re-consider First Year
failures, but ags I am tied up here with an election
recount and cannot say when I shall be free, I am taking
the liberty of expressing my views to you in this way.

There would appear to be something wrong
either with our course or the mathematical system of
marking. I am afraid we expect too much from boys
who have had only six months' instruction in law,

I have been studying law for forty-five years and do
not pretend to have exhausted the subject.

Ten normal boys plucked out of a class of
twenty~four is a very high percentage of failures,
particularly when we consider that studenté matricu-
lating in law are either B.A.graduates or have had
two years in Arts,

I have no personal knowledge of their capa-
city to absorb instruction, but the supply of English
law students is not sufficient %o meet normal demands,
and if we continue to discourage aspirants, I fear
that in a short time none will apply.

I am in favour of suspending our arbitrary




Arting Chief Fustice’s Chambers
oy, -

rules as to precentages and as to "sups", and revise
the First Year list, endeavouring in this way %o let
a larger percentage pass.

Yours faithfully,







WHEREAS
Meny practitioners complain
dence at lectures and in studying for
the attendance of students in offices that the practical training
there received is in most cases altogether inadequate.

AND WHEREAS this Faculty is of opinion that the time spent

by students in office attendance seriously interferes with their

university studies,

AND WHEREAS this Faculty is o‘ bpinion thet it is desirable

that the periods devoted to the study of substantive law and to
practical office training be separated,

AND WHEREAS it is also of opinion that three years should
be devoted exclusively to the study of substantive law and that the
experience gained in one year's attendsnce in a law office durin
ordinary office hours after the completion of the university law
course and the passing of all exeminations would be more than
the equivalent of the office training now received.

THAT: The Principal and Governors are requested to take
the necessary steps to secure an amendment to the Acts governing
the legal and notarial professions which will permit the admission
to the said professions of students who have spent three years study-
ing law in & university in the Province, have met all the requirements
as to qualififations for admission to the said professions and have
subsequently spent the year under indenture with a practicing advocate

or notary,as the ooméishans may be.
Caace




McGill Univex

Fgeulty of Law,

I am enclosing you a

draft report in comnection with the re-organizea-

tion of the Law Faculty, also a draft curricalum.

You will receive further notice
meeting of the
committes.
Yours truly,

~

Cs SsLellesurier.
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¢Gill University,

| i¥1]
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Paculty of Law,

- - y o] 200t Hh 09K
W0 J.‘tuL“ 38»1, .';IJI'Ll VW Lil, 19&50

.

The Principal,
McGill University,
Montreal.
Dear Mr, Principel,

We have carefully considered the
situation cereated by the amendment to the Bar Act passed
at the last session of the Legislature %= which permits &
student holding a recognized degree in law to be admitted
te the Bar after one year of subsequent elerkship. In
this connection we have also examined the majority and
minority reports submitted by the special committee early
in 1924, the report prepared by Professors lMacDougall and
lacKay, approved by the Faculty and accepted by Corporatien
as the basgis of the re-organizetion of this Faculty, the
resolution of the Paculty o6f 15th October, 1924, condemn
the existing system of concurrent University and office
attendance and asking thet the law be amended so0 as te
vermit of a full time law course, followed by one year of
prectical office work, and, finally, the comments on the

lecture system conteined in your report for 1923 - 24.

Leaving aside for the moment any
question of instructional method, we feel that the University
is definitely committed to the policy of offering the best
possible legal education based mainly on the study of the
Roman and Civil systems and of devoting all its available
resources to this purpose. The Faculty is also on record

as being of opinion that three years should be devoted

exclusively to the systematic study of law at the University.

Your committee thoroughly approves these decisions and

recommends that:
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urse of study is to be based on
the assumption that the student is devoting
his entire time. to his University work and
pressure is to be applied through the
arrangement of lectures, etec., to prevent
office attendance.®

0
5
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Up %o the present the calls on the students' time have
been such that 8 been impossible to expect from then

much reading or independent study, and in consequence the

lecturers have been forced to adopt the method, justly

eriticized in your report for 1923-24, of attempting "to
pbrepare a series of lectures upon & given subject, including
in those lectures a complete summary of the knowledge which
they think necessary to the student and they examine him as
to bis knowledge of the contents of their series of lectures,"
Your report goes on to say:

"The method which makes study collateral to
lectures seems to be exactly the reverse of that
which should be followed. .The primary object of
& University training is education, not the pass-
ing of exsminations. The only methodﬁbbtaining
education, of becoming fitted to meet with and
wrestle with the problems of 1ife is Ffor the
student himself t0 meet with and wrestle with
the problems of learning, ILectures should be
co~ordinated with other study, instead of study
being & more or léss unimportant adjunct to
lectures,”

The soundness of these views appears to your committee
To be beyond question and it believes that the elimination
of concurrent office attendance mekes their application to

this Faculty not only possible but essentisl. It therefore

recommends that:

o S\

A The responsibility for acquiring information
and - for forming his owm opinion must be placed
on the student; the function of the tescher not
being so much the furnishing of information sand
ready-made opinions concerning law as arousing
interest, direct"reading, assisting in the solution
of difficulties, and training the mind. in legal
thinking, and in consequence the timetable should
be arranged in such a way as best to secure
adequate preparation for discussion in class and
at the same time adequate discussion in class of
the problems raised by private study T




The Principal =---38,

The ad f this general conception of education
will plece much more work on the student, more particularly
owing to the lack of convenient text-beoks in praciically
8ll subjects. In the opinion of your commitiee this very
lack is by no means an entirely regrettable circums
The student, not being able to replace the unintelligent
memorizing of lecture notes with the equally unintelligent
memorizing of cram books, will have to turn to the sources
of our law and will study for himself the processes of legal
reasoning as exemplified in the works of theé Roman jurisconsults
of Pothier, of the modern French writers and in the decisions
of our own courts. Add to this time for thinking, time &ni
opportunity for discussion with tThe other students and with
the staff, and every student will. in his three years at

leGill be sble to lay the foundetions of & good legal education,

While accepting and endorsing the above general principles

of education, your committee realizes that the teacher must: have

sacwide discretion in their aspplication to his particular

sub ject,

Before leaving this point we wish to add that we fully

agree with you:

"that so far as concerns purely academic matters,
the duty of the University to the undergraduate
is not to £ill his hesd With & mixed assgortment
of knowledge of various subjects, but to teach
him how TO work., ¥For The young men who hes not
enough ambition te devote himself to making The
most of such guidance, to working upon his own
initiative in order to gain an education, there
is no real place at a University. The University,
on the other hand, is doing less than its duty

if it fails to inspire such ambition in the minds
of its students, and it should be our &im so to
conduet our teaching that at least some of the
men who come to lMcGill without any very definite
idea, should; even during their first year, gain
& conception of educational methods which will
enable them fTo obtein the greatest benefit from
their college: course.”




The Principal

The adeoption of th
me thod will resgult: in
rer subject, with & corr ding duction in the calls mede
by each class on the time the st 1d on class-room
eccommodation, Advantage should be taken of the
accommodation thus saved 1o effect
third year classes. This is desirable . number of reasons
it will . result for one thing in small g 1pe of students . who
have reached the seme state of developments, thus greatly
facilitating profitable class-room discussion, 1d, for
enother, it will permit the adoption of a simple, logically

arranged curriculum.

4 £
Ado profaved.
In this connection your committee submits a tenteative
LS
curriculum the following features wWhich

4 s

it directs attention,

1. Greater attention to Roman Law as the basis of legal
education.
The recognition that Civil Law and to a lesser extent
Commercial Law should each be treated as one subject.,
The handling of Civil Law in first and second years
before Commerciel Law is dealt with in third year.
The study of Civil Procedure in second &nd third ;3 yearg,
The introduction of a third year course on Comparative
Law.

The discontinusnce of the follewing courses:

3 W T

(a)  Jurisprudence, as being already covered by
Roman Leaw, Civil. and Comparative Law,

(b) Publie Utilities, &s being unnecessary.

(c) Notarial Law, as being of minor educstionsl
value.

A drafr o Aectls aldacdd
The question of adding courses in such subjects ag

Tredemarks, Patents and Workmen's Compensation has been con-

gidered, but it is felt that until The new curriculiim hes been

in force end there has been ample opportunity of seeing it in




The Principal =---=5.

operation, no attempt should be mede to edd new courses in

special subjects.

The re-arrengement of the curriculum will render necessary
the preparation of lists of suggested reasdings in every course,
on which the examinations will be based. This will involve
careful study in order to ensure satisfactory courses and
close co-operation to ensure proper proportion between them.
le suggest that in addition 1o the regulesr sessional readings

summer readings be prescribed as an integral part of

Your committee feels that a re-consideration of

examination system is desirable. A% present a student atl
a number of lectures, reads & few cases Or extrgets from
theoreticel works end immediately pesses an examination pre-
pared by his lecturer. Naturally he is able to foresee the
type of paper to be set and instead of studying his subject
prepares for the specific examination paper he anticipates.
Thie can be rendered more difficult if not entirely eliminated

1. 41f examinstiong are held at less frequen? intervals;

2. if they are conducted by an examination ¥x board;

3. if every student is subjected to a thorough oral

examination; and
if the final examinstion cover the whole

stantially the whole of the three years'

It is therefore recommended that:
1. Examinstions be held -

(a) at the end of the first session covering the
year's work.

(b) at the end of the second session covering the
gec%nd ye%r's work, and the final examinetion
in Roman Law on the work of both ve 1
ears To Dbe
algo held at this time. .

&t the end of the course on the work of the
Three years except
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only render

e of

which are now los wing %o cramming, to writing examinetions
and the inevitable re-action, The. tescher remeing,of course,
guite free to test hi stndents £ time to time by test

pavpers, quizz renieral dj ion, Oor any wey he sees Tit.,

v

2. - That andidat who successfully pass the written

Lo & thorough oral examination.

That wltimetely all papers be set and marked by en

exemination committee and until such time as this

prove feagible the orsl examination be conducted by

an examination bosrd.
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In conclusion your committ
CLWM &V(JA/WL
in submitting & &rdLbAiu fully realizes

. " // - i e 3
tentative and wdidid have to be modified from time to

in-the light of experience.

There s8till remains & great
working out the details of

1

will be necessary to take up with the General Council

the Bar the question of amending their regulations so

to recognize our course, even though we 40 not comply
with their .present regulations as to lecture requirements.
We suggest in this connection that the Bar be requested
to abolish all formel reguirements as to the course and
that in’ exchange we offer the Bar the privilege of super-
viging our examination papers and the standard exacted from
students, and in addition representation on our examination
board., While certein inconveniences mey attach to this
proposal, we feel that they are more than counterbalanced
by the advantages geined. t7“4 ~/4f to RAry Ll LR
Mpehiath fa ot gulow % Faul T . Il 'W;//*?M

The whole respectfully submlured




ROMAN - LAW, The emount of work in Roman ILew is greatly increased,
The student being expected to devote ebout half his
time to this subject.

3 hours -- gession -= marks 800.

This will be handled &g one subjeet and the course
Will include an introduction to the study of law,
Persons and Property, its acquisition, including
acquisitive Prescription.

2 hours -~ gession -- marks 200.

CRIMINAL LAW
AND PROCEDUR o change. 1 hour -- session -- marks 200.

A first term course dealing with the constitution in
its historical and politieal aspects.
1 hour -- Ist fterm -- marks 100,

A second term course which should be a great help to
students in understanding much of the work of the
senior years.

1 hour =- 2nd term -- marks 100,

PUBLIC INTER-
NATTONAL T.AW. 1 hour -- session - marks 200.

SHECOND YEAR,

CIVIL LAW. Obligations ( exeluding evidence )
3 & hours -= 15t term--

Bea; & Personal Sureties, Specisal Contracts,
Registration.
3 2 hours -- 2nd term --

liarriage Covensnts, Gifts, Wills, Substitutions,
Successions.,
1 hour -+ geggion -=
merks 900,
CONSTITUTIONAL
LAW, 1 hour session -- marks 200,

LEGAL HISTORY. 1l hour lst term marks 100,

CONFLICT OF LAWS. 1 hour lst term - marks 100,

CIVIL FROCEDURE. 1 hour 2nd term marks 100,

MUNICIPAL TAW. 1 hour 2nd term - marks




OMMERCIAL LAW. (=) Corporations an

Bankrurp
hour

d
1

marks
Generel Introduction -to Study of

Commercial Law, Insurance.
~~- marks

marks

Maritime Law
1 hour == i0] marks

P

CIVEL PROCEDURE. 2 hours -~ session marks

COMPARATIVE LAW 1 hour sesgion marks

NUMBER

SUBJECT, ROPOSHE NOW. REQU IRED BY BAR,

Romen Law ~ LOS 103

Civil, Commercizl and
laritime Law 630 413

Civil Procedure
(including Evidence) 150 103

Public & Private International
Law, 60

Criminal Law 75

Constitutional & Administrative
o
L8W

Comparetive Law







We have carefully consid:

o v ~ -
amendment to

student holding a
ar after one year of
connection we have &lso

minority reports submitted by

in 1924, the report prepared by Professors liacDougall

and MacKay, approved by Paculty and accepted by
Corporstion as the basi  the re-orgenization of this
Paculty, the-resolution of ¢ Paculty of 15th October,
1924, condemning the existing system of concurrent
University and office sttendance and asgking that t
law be amended so as to permit of & full time law
followed by one year of practical office work, and,
finelly, the comments on the lecture system contained

in your report for 1923-24,

Leaving aside for the moment

-}

any question of instructional method, we feel that




all its available resources to this purpose.,
is 8lso on record as being of opinion that

should be devoted exclusively to the systematie

law at the University. Your

The course of study end timetable
be based on the assumption thet the
student is devoting his entire time
to his University work,

Up to the present the calls on the students' time have

been such that it has been impogsible to expect from them

much reading or independent study, and in consegquence the
lecturers have been forced to adopt the method, jmustly
eriticized in your report for 1923-24, of attempting "to
Prepare & series of lectures upon a given subject, including
in those lectures a complete summary of the informetion which
they think necessary to the student and of

to his knowledge of the contents of their series of lecturesg,."”
Your report goes on to say:

"The method which makes study collateral to
lectures seems to be exactly the reverse of
that which should be followed, ' The primary
ob ject of a University training is edueation,
not the passing of exeminations. The only
method of obtaining education, of becoming
fitted to meet with and wrestle with the
problems of 1ife is for the student himself
%o meet with and wrestle with the problems

of learning, TLeectures should be co-ordinated




[
»

"with other study, instesd of study being
& more or less unimportant sdjunct %o
lectures.”

The soundness of these views appe ;0 your committee
to be beyond question and it believes tha elimination

of concurrent office attendance mak their gpplication to
PP

s

possible t xsgential, It therefore

this Faculty not only
recommends thet:

The responsibility for ascquiring
information and for forming his own
opinions be placed on the student; the
function of the teacher not being merely
the furnishing of information and ready-
mede opinions concerning law but arousing
interest, directing reading, assisting in
the solution of difficulties, and training
the mind in legal thinking, and in conse-
quence that the timetable should be
arrenged in such a way as best to secure
adequate preparation for discussion in
class and at the same time adeguate dis-
eugsion in class of the problems raised
by private study.

The adoption of this generasl conception of education
will place much more work on the student, more particularly
owing to the lack of convenient text-books in

all subjects. In the opinion of your committee ¥

lack is by no means an entirely regrettable circums

memorizing of mramzkeeky lecture notes, with the equally
unintelligent memorizing of cram books, will have to turn
to the sources of our law and will study for himself the

processes of legal reasoning &s exemplified in the works

of the Romen Jurisconsults, of Pothier,




tions of a

While : g endorsing the above general

principles of educatdon, your committee realizes that the

teacher must have a wide discretion in their application

to his parti

Before leaving
fully agree with you;

"that so far as concerns purely sacademic metters,
the duty of the University to the undergraduate
is not to fill his head with & mixed assortment
of knowledge of various sub jeects, but to teach
him how to work. For.the young man who has not
enough ambition to devote himself to making the
most of such guidance, to working upon his own
initiative in order to gain an e@ cation, there
is no real plece at & University. The University,
on the other hend, is doing less than its duty
if it fails to inspire such eambition in the
minds of ite students, and it should be our aim
80 to conduct our teaching that at least Some
of the men who come to IeGill without any very
definite idea, should, even during their first
year, gain a conception of educational methods
which will ensble them to obtain the greatest
benefit from their college course."

The adoption of these recommendations as to teaching method
should result in & substantial reduction of class hourg per
subject, with a corresponding re ion in the mXkax calls made

by each class on the time o e staff and on class-room
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amenament vne

should be

It recommends

curricutbum (Schedule "B") bpe adopted

Bar regulations are modified,
now given, Bar requir

» 18 appended as

The re-arrangement of the curriculum will render necessary

the preparation of lists of suggested readings on which the

examinations will be basged, This will involve careful study
in order to ensure satisfactory courses and close-co-operation
to ensure proper proportion between them,

eddition to. the regular sessionsl readings summer readings be

Prescribed as a: QT8 2T L The course.

Your committee feels 2t & re-congideration of our
examination system is desireble At present & student attends

& number of lectures, resds & few cases or extracts from




e

more dif

1f examinations &are

if every student

examination, condu

the final examination

hree years' worke

herefore recommended that:

eld

i

be he &
end of

works

at the end of the

second year's work,

Roman and Constitutiona
both yegrs to be 2lso he 1d

e
(o A

8t the end of the cour
three years except

cted hy an exe

cover substan

Roman Law,

sxamination

Fienlt if

an
uld

mination board;

tially the

covering the

sion covering the
examinstionsin
on the work of

the
ional

on th

Law and Tnternaulonal Law,

This will not only render cramming more d

will enable courses to be

of terms and will greatly

to coursges. It

which are now lost owing

and the inevitable re-action.

quite free to test his

s Bin

allotted on & begis

o
N ot s
-t(l’}v {) AN O -

three weeks in January

to writing examinations

1ree

»




Y

In your committes

in submitt eft curriculum it fully

draft is tentative and will have %o be

time in the light of

There appears,

L4l

owever, 1 S LS¢ i the necessary work cennot be

done in the ext winter, and it is therefore

effect with the

recommended that the changes be put into
n the autumn of 1926,

class entering the Universi

The whole respectfully submitted.




curriculum

The amount
greatly
to allot
subject.

O

CIVIL LAW:
ool Fcrdame il ot

o =

I’E’SCflﬁ tion

RIMINAL LAW &

CONSTITUTIONAL TAW A short course
econstitution in
and political asp

CLASS HOURS PER WAEK.

1lst term = 11
2nd term -~ 10

ROMAN TLAW:

GIVIL LAW: (a) Special
Sureties
This course
excluding Oblige

(b) Marriage
Substitut

hours




Companies
(in Plb
hours

CT A "Q

e 50 B

lst

THIRD

AR R
& MARITIME

(a) o \

alternate years
2 hours - 1 term

(b) Introduction to the study of Commercial Lew
and Insurance
1 hour sessi
(e¢)  Negotiable Instruments, Banking & Carriers (Ia
1 hour
(d), Maritime Tew

CIVIL LAW REVIRW.

1
; B

hour

COMPARATIVE LAW: hour

CIVIL

hour - 1 term

hour - term

CLASS HOURS

lst term « 9
2nd term -~ 9
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have a wide discretion in their applic
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fails to insy
minds of its ents, and it should be
ur aim so to conduct

at least some of the n
MceGill without any very definite id
should, even during their first
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gain & conception of educational nethods
y/ 4
L

which will enable them to obtain the
greatest benefit from their college coursge,.m




The Principel ---- 5.

The adoption of these recommendations as to teaching

<o

method should result in a subgtantial reduction of class
hours per subject, with a corresponding reduction in the

and on

calls made by each class on the time of the st
cless-room accommodation. Advantage should be taken of

the time and accommodation thus saved to effect & se

=

of second and third year classes. This is desirable for s
nunber of reasons. It will result for one thing in small
groups of students who have reached the same stage of
development, thus greatly facilitating profitable clags-

-
|

room discussion, and, for another, it will permit the

adoption of a simple, logically arranged curriculum,

In this connection your committee has Prepared
A ntrey A2 Y 2 v o o e g A 3 am e &1 e B e o~ e
ventvative curriculum incorporating the following features

to which it directs attention.

l. Greater attention to Romen Law as the basis of
legal education.

2 The recognition that Civil Law should, so far as
possible, be treated as one subject.

5. The study of Civil Law in first sna second years
before Commercial Law is dealt with in third year.

4., The study of Civil Procedure in second and third

5. The introduction of & third year course on Comparative

Law.




>

6. The discontinuance of

following courses:

(a) Jurisprudence, as being alrea
Roman, Civil and Comparative Law.

(b) Public Utilities.

(c¢) Notarial Law.

o~ 4
{

‘eparing this draft the requirements of the Bar

-
b
-
-
[
O]

as to the number of lectures to be given in each subject
have been ignored and in consequence it is not possible

to put the suggested curriculum into effect until the

4~ s % - R -y = 4= - ~ -~ ~Y e 2
t to the By-laws at the pregent Tvime

(o]
"
()
ch
o
s
.
-
m
e
=]
©
D
et
(@7
D
i
s

o = - - 1 e 5 ML, 1 , e 2 You pony 4~
hinks that steps should be taken quietly

for this purpose. Realizing that this may take some time,
your committee submits an alternative curriculum, Schedule

MAT

R 4 et ne i Sohedn ~3 a4
B hat contained in Schedule "A" to the exisgting

Bar regulations. It recommends that this alternative curriec

i

— six ols & e A . " ¥
adopted until such time a&s the Bar

e b -
showing lect

ures now

ts and those proposed to be given, is
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LAW B

CIVIL

L‘.‘L|J o

CRIMINAL LA

AND PR

YCRDITR A
LU .

CONSTITUTIONAL
LALLd F

FR#

PUBLIC INTEI

NAT lﬁw;b LAW.

SCHEDULE A.

\ 1C VEA R
T xu_ LU e

The amount of work in Romen Law is greatly in-
creased, the student being expected to devote
about nwlf his time to this subject.

3 hours -- session,.

5 one subject and

This will Dbe I
introduction to the

handled as
course will inec n

lude &

study of law, Persons and Property, its
acquisition, including acquisitive presozlhtion

I\D

nours sesglon.

-

No change.
" 1 \
1 hour e ver
2 hours -- other fter
A £ th ﬁhﬁ congtitution

A first term course dealing wi
its historical and political
1 hour - 1

aspects.,
X

term.

session.

/z

1 hour




LAW.

LAW. (

(b)

(

CONSTITUTIONAL

c)

LAW.

LEGAL HISTORY.

CONFLICT OF

A TG
L..‘\.'JLJ *

CIVIL PROCEDURE.

MUNICIPAL LAW.

LAW.

COMMERC IAL

‘ CIVIL PROCEDURE.

COMPARATIVE LAW.

M

EVIDENCE.

CIVIL CODE

(ec)

(d)

REVIEW.

-= 11

-

SECOND YEAR.

1 hour

uding Ev
3 hours

Cbligations (excl

Reel & Personal Sureties,
Registration.

3 hours
Marriage Covenants, Gifts
tions, Successions.

1 hour
1 hour
1 hour
1 hour

L hour

hour

THIRD YEAR.

Corporations and

Getieral Introduction to
Commercial Law,

1 hour

Negotiable
Carriers

,.
-

ruments,
hour
Law

Maritime

hour

hours

0

hour

1 hour

hour

|
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se

idence

Special
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3 hours session
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OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC




{ I need not remind you

that the atute enabling law students to enter the

practice Law after three years requires a student

to study gularly and without interruption during

Ordinary office hours and at the =same time to follow

2 regular course of law in 2 University or college

0f this Pro A number of lawyers who are

interssted in the instruction of funiors have for

some time past hee iving very serioms thought to

the provision referred to and have come to the con-

clusion that no nly is literal compliance quite im-

possible, owing &« @ length of present day office

hours, but that the student is not receiving the best

possible training at ¢ University, is not obtaining

the #henefit from the ; which he should obtain

and is8, as & matter :

the office itself. It has been represented to me

that the student would receive much more efficient

teaching where he to bs zllowed to spend three complete
years at the University and one complete year in an

office., It is proposed by those who are putting

forward the plan that an addition might be made to

the Bar Act providing for this. A rough draft of such

an addition has been given to me and I am appending

& cOpye. I have been told that the plan has the
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present
the Dean

of that

Thank you very much for your

January 5th advising me of the Special
the General Council of the Bar of the
Cuebec on Thursday, the 8th instant.

I shall be very glad to be

meeting and have arranged with

for representatives

» - . *
Faculty of Law

to be present.

' \J

Yours faithfully,




CABINET DU -BATONNIER GENERAL

Montreal, 5th January 1925.

Sir Arthur W, Currie, Gs Ce Mse Gey Ko Co Be,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,

McGill University,
Montreal

Dear Sir Arthur Currie,

A Special Meeting of the General Council

of the Bar of the Province of Quebec has been called for Thurs-
day, the 8th iunstant. This Meeting will be held in the Room
of the Council of the Bar of lMontreal in the Court House at

10 A. M., when your letter of the 23rd ultimo and the suggest-

ed changes in the Bar Act Will be counsidered.

I would be glad if you would be present

at this Meeting and also that any other representatives should
be present and I would thank you to kindly notify those whom

you think should attend.

Yours faithfully,

—O % '

) ]
- Q o 5
9
—

Batounier General




Sept. 11th, 1924

o -

of the 5th instant addressed
‘orwarded to me, with a
request that I "would deal with the question raised in th

‘ilx

fully as
the informatio ny dispost I called at the College this
morning, and - ery = preferred tc have discussed
this matter with you in person. However, I had not the

good Tortune to meet you.

4

. hove been of some assistance 10 me

to
with more deteil the nature of the "enguiries concerning
provision for common law teaching”. I have already had
occasion to express the opinion, that the wording of
extraet from the report presented to Corporatiom,

45 e ¥ is unfortunate. he © iz true of the

xpression found in the "Announcement of the Faculty of Law",

guote ani charvacterizedas "the most explicit
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cuch competent Spe List gives instruction in the law
monto both systems ‘ r ent wi receive instruction
in the law in ¢ in the Province of Guebee, and

incidenta’ ie law in for 1 another country and under

pord = of whose identity
Wi no doubd spoke with suthowrity, was
of opinion, that the recognized competent Specialist "would
also be available to offer inetructiom in distinciively Gommon
law subjects to such students as may Trom ng¢ to time desire®.
Thisnis clearly a gratuity offered for some
Btudent or students desiring additiomal instruction to that

provided in our regular Curriculum.

If any particuler student desires teo avail
himself of this offer, indicating the distinctive Common law
subject or subjects upon which he wishes instructiom, and
if @ QGompetent Specialist is available, it is more than

probable that the expressed desire will be mets Let it be

well understood, however, that such instruction will be in

gddition to, and not in replacement of the regular Curriculum
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ression of the greatest willingness

and desire to assist you in every possidle way in this mstter,

which seens

sinceraly,




Principal,
MeGikl University,
Montreal.

Principal:~-

I . em receiving som . enguireies con-
gerning ‘- tho provision for common law teaching in this
Faculty, 'and it is not easy Lo reply to them, ‘since
there appears to be 2 direct conflict between the
of the University as declared in the report
Corporation and the policy as eXpressed in
Anhouncement of the Law Faculty. In the 'r t presented
to Corpotation last April the following : 3 occurs:

"The members of the Faculty wish to
add to 'this, however, that while recognising .that this
recommendation will render it unnaecessary to have &
professor devoting hid whole time to Common Law teaching,
they, nevertheless, deem it desirable that at least one
member of tie full-time staff should be & recognized
specialist trained in English Law competent to give
instruction 'in come of the subjects common to both systems
and especially in comparative law, and who would a&lso be
available to offer instruction in distinctively commidn
law subjects to such students as may from time to time
desire it",

On the otrer hand the Announcement(p.l0)
unequivocally states that the Faculty only professes itself
able to teach common law"in so far as it is in force in
Quebde™ which is the most explicit declaration of pure
provincialism that we have ever permitted ourselves to make.,

It is furthermore significant that the references to
national aims which formerly appesred have been - whether
by accident or design I know not -~ omitted from the current
issues

1t seems to metto beiof considerable
importance that the policy of the University in this matter
should be defined in & manner consistent with the claims
and traditions of McGill, and I am therefore venturing to
ask for your guidance in replying to these inquiries.
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Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,

McGill University, MONTREAL .

Dear Sir Arthur, - :
re Bar Examinations

I send you herewith copy of my formal
report to the bean of the raculty,as representa-
tive of the university on the Board of Examiners,
of the examinations held at Quebec last weeke.

Yours respectfully,
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L“uv1n,

c ollins,
F.Re Hannen,
My Macdonald,
L. Bperber,
Andre Seguin.

exception

years agoe.

to say that the papers of the successful

candidates from our Facu

Representative of McGill
University on the Board
of Examiners.




McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

o
FACULTY OF LAW 3 746 UNIVERSITY STREET
YOERICE O THE DEAN. TELEPHONE: UPTOWN 5920

May 23¥d.e.s 1924,.
gir Arthur Currie, GeUeMeCGes

Principal,, McGillEmXwaXXE University, PERSCNAL

S
MONtIreal.

o I

May I correct one gtatement made in my letter

of this morning?' 1 find on examining my Panx pook that
galary of $35U0.00 was first paid in the monti > 1
that is, my engagement began on the I1rst of 8e

must leave entirely in your hands 10 decCl
1 YOl 1 s t¢ :

|




McGiLL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF Law
OFFICE OF THE ‘DEAN




the Iour years 1 have
mine to 1look back upon with pleasure..
X I ammvery grateful for your words of
thanks and good wishes. I hope that the latter will be

more than fulfiadled.

Yours faithfully,

/)
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ir Arthur, -

I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, your

letter of March 28th,

Yours faithfully,
5

A




McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF Law
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Secretary to the Principel
Wilfrid Bovey.

4

Surveyer,
Chembe rs,
House,
Montreal.
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exsmim tion on April Z5th, betwesen

Wilfrid Bovey .




Hr. Lafleur:-

I am forwarding you*herewith

& CO0py of the resolution of ¢

he Faculty of Law,

which wasg passed following upon your report.

this is now being submitted to Corporation,

PV

Yours faithfully,




