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OPENING OF WARSAK IRRIGATION TUNNE L

ON JANUARY 10, 1960 THE SENIOR CABINET MINISTER OF THE

PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALLY OPENED THE IRRIGATION TUNNEL OF

THE WARSAK MULTI-PURPOSE PROJECT, WHICH IS BEING CONSTRUCTED

AND FINANCED JOINTLY BY PAKISTAN AND CANADA UNDER THE COLOMBO

PLAN . SITUATED IN NORTHWEST PAKISTAN NEAR THE KHYBER PASS, THE

WARSAK PROJECT ENVISAGES DAMMING THE KABUL RIVER FOR THE FIRS T
.

TIME AND UTILIZING THE FLOW TO PRODUCE 160,000 KILOWATTS HYDRO-

ELECTRIC POWER AND TO IRRIGATE 100,000 ACRES OF LAND. THE COM-

PLETION OF THE 3 1/2 MILE IRRIGATION TUNNEL MEANS THAT SOME OF

THE KABUL RIVER FLOW CAN NOW BE DIVERTED THROUGH THE SOLID ROCK

WALL OF THE GORGE TO THE NEARBY PARCHED PLAINS AND MAKE THEr: AGRI-

CULTURALLY PRODUCTIVE . WHEN THE DAM AND POWER-HOUSE PHASE OF THE

WARSAK PROJECT ARE FINISHED LATER THIS YEAR, THIS WILL BRING TO

COMPLETION CANADAS LARGEST COLOMBO PLAN PROJECT ANYWHERE ( THE

CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION BEING SOMETHING OVER $36 MILLION), AND MAKE

A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE ECONOMY OF PAKISTAN o

TO MARK CANADAS INTEREST IN THIS IMPORTANT MILESTONE IN THE

HISTORY OF THE PROJECT, THE CANADIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN

ATTENDED THE TUNNEL OPENING CEREMONY AND C•ONVFYED THE FOLLOWING

MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE H. Co GREEN t SECRETARY OF STATE FOR

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS "I WISH TO EXPRESS TO THE WARSAK DAM PROJECT

ORGANIZATION AND THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF PAKISTAN MY SINCERE

GOOD WIS}tES, Q N .THE OPENING OF THE IRRIGAMON TUNNEL OF THE WARSA K
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MU LTIdPURPOSE PROJECT . THIS PORTION OF THE PROJECT HAS GFE^! PP,IG

MA.RIl.Y A PAKISTANI RESPONSIBILITY AND SPECIAL CONGRATULATION S

ARE DUE TO THE PAKISTANI ENGINEERS AND WORKERS FOR THIS FINE

ACHIEVEMENT WHICH WILL ASSIST IN THE IRRIGATION OF A LARGE AREA

AND INCREASE THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 'OF THE REGION . I AM SURE

WE ALL LOOK FORWARD TO THE FAST-APPROACHING DAY WHEN AL L

PORTIONS OF THE GREAT WARSAK PROJECT WILL BE COMPLETED THROUGH TH E
.

CO-OPERATIVE EFFORTS UNDER THE COL OiM BO PLAN OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES .

IN THIS GREAT UNDERTAKING, AS IN SO M ANY OTHER FIELDS OF

COMMONWEALTH i NTERïST, CANADA IS PROUD AND HAPPY TO BE ASSOCIATED

WITH PAKISTAN. R


