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QONOERNING THE GOSPEL AND THE HINDRANCES ‘70 BELIEVE IT,

BY AN OLD AUTHOR,

o

1. Tue word cospeL properly signifies
good news, or glad tidings, and may be
used to denote guod news of any kind; but
the gospel, eminently so culled, is & message,
gent or brought to us from heaven, of good
things.*  The substance of it is to de-
clare to the fallen, condemned sinuers
of the human race, that Jesusis the Clrist,}
who came into the world to save the
chief of sinners;] that God hath given
us eternal life, and that this life is in
bis Son:§ that God was in Christ, re-
conciling the world to hirnself, not imput-
ing their trespasses unto them.||  All these
things taken together in their blessed and
extensive import ascentring inone point,
are the gospel.  Aid these things are
told us openly and freely, that we might
believe that Josus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that believing we might have

life through his name, orin what is declar-.

ed concerning himn as the Saviour. This
gospel was preached to Adam in the first
promise; to Abraham, in its being told him
that in his seed all the nations of the earth
should be blessed ; to Israel typically, in that
whole sysiem of sacrifices; prophetically in
the Psalms, and in all the Prophets;»nl

it is now exhibited to us, historically aud .

doctrinally, in the New Testament, in the
relation it gives us of the birth, life, death,
resurrection, and gloriﬁcéxtjon of our Lord
Jesus, and the aecount it gives us of the
true and glorious design of all these
things.*¥*  Were we to sumup the whele,
we shall find it to be as to its general sub-
Jeet, a declaration of free and full salvation

* ““The apostolic doctrine of Christerucified is. in
the most ewnphatical sense, to every one who under-
stands it, good news or glad tidings.”—Bgori.

t Johu xx. 31.

11 Tim.i. 35,

§* Tho mattor tobs believed unto salvation is
this, that God the Father. m .ved by nothing but h's
freo love to mankind lost, hath made a deed of gift
aad grant of his Son Jes.s Christ to mankind, that
svhoscover of all mank.nd shallrece ve the gift shall
aot perish but have cverlast.ng Lfe."—EzERIL
CULVERWELL

#1Johnv.1l. ¥2Cor.v, 19,

*¢ Acts x. 31—43; xiii. 2730,
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in Jesus Christ, addressed to lost, helpless,
and condemned sinners.¥*  The redemption
obtained by Jesus Christ is presented to
our view as quite necessary for oursalvation,
as guite suitadle to our condition, as guite
Jfree, for our encouragement, and as quite
Jull or complete for our supply.t

2. This representation is so great
and glorious and contains such joyful
particulars, that one would imagine it conld
not fail of affording at once the most
eulivening light, the most satisfying hope,
the most solid joy and spiritual strength
and life to our souls.] Buch is certainly
its nature, such is piainly .its tendency,
and such is its real influence and effect,
wherever its meaning, its evidence, and its
importance are understood and received.§
This we are certain never will be, without
the Divine teaching orinfluence of the Spirit
of truth and grace.||

However, hereby the most interesting
message, and the most gladdening tidings,
are brought us. This message, some ne-
slect, others misunderstand ; some despise,

2« prpach the gospel to every creature, that is, go

{ tell evory man withoet exception, whatsoever his

sins be, whatsoever s rebellions be,—go and tell

| hrm these glad tidings. that if ho will come in Iwill

accopt him, hus sins shallba forg.ven him and he

shall be saved.—MARROW OF MODERN DIvINITY.
P

hey 2.

+ Matth. xix. 1¢; Rom. iii. 10—24.

¢ No gospel hearer can say that thore is no pro-
\'.z'.‘on muaile for ths case, For the gosj el method of
salvation resombles a well drawn picture, which
1 seems to look every person_inthe room, on either
hand of it, i the faze.  In liko nanner, gospel trnth
has comething 'n it suitable to every, one’s case that

! reads o hearsit, and that as particularly as if it
1 spoke to every gugpel hearer by name.”—-REY, Y.

<

. 2R

| ARNOT'S SERMONS,
€ Rom-v. 1,2

Weye T 1o allow myself to siter any

Il LCor S 31 1 should certainly hava

xpressions in the original, uld ¢ v

' g;)“{tr‘d the word ** wflacnac ,“wlnqh ‘sherc used in
' reforence fo the > pT.t. 1t s not Seriptural, and it
+18 apt to leave npon tho mind an impresson unfa-
« vourab'e to the daetrne of tho personal’ty and direct
azeney of the oty Sporit. Al the Seriptural terning
have special reference to the indwelling and inwork.

! inz of the oty Spirit himself, not merely to the cf-
! focts of something which is called his le.UR_mS'.
i Sec Jobn xiv. 16, 17; Rom. viii. 9, 1152 Cor. vi» 19,

NG' 3_’



58 THE GOO
and others dispute it; while many under-
stand it so defectively, that it conveys no
wmigre  pleasure or satisfaction totheir minds,
than if they had never heard it, or did not
at all understand it; so that many persons
sit under the sound of it who ave very
little, if at all, enlivened, encouraged, or
attracted thereby. This proceeds from
some remaining difficulties or objections
which still possess their minds and obstruct
the joy, satisfaction, hope, and love, that
would otherwise arise in their minds
upon the belief of it.* For it is evident,
that when this was preached of old, they
who heard and understood it were glad
and glovified the word of the Lord. t

3. Let us therefore scarch a little into this
matter, and attend to the objections,
and difficulties which rise in the mind,
whereby it comes to pass that wany te-

ceive no comfort and advantage to tbeir
soujs by the "declaration of it: so that it
proves in reality no gospel to them. For
we must necessarily take it for granted,
that it is in himself a message of great joy,
otherwise it would not have received the
name it bears.}

It is evident, then, that to many these
glad tidings do not convey any pleasure,
because they do not appear snited to their
wants and desire. 1tis to them a thing

¢ Tlenco it comes to pass that, in many who are
saved in tho issue, there u long sorowful trouble of
mind that they live under, and all the world shall
not persuade them what the truecause of itis. They
are full of sorrow and complainings; no other lan-
guugo to be heard to God or man, but many sorrow-
ul complaints ; their corruptions are strong. their
souls dead and dark, their conseicnces _disquicted.
And what is the true reason of all thus? ‘They are
yet averse from giving glory to the sovereign erace of
God in saving them by Christ. Many sorrowful
hours many of the elect of God have gone through
in the strength of this corruption, and they have
never seen 1t till a long while after. It isa shame
and reproach to professors, and a dishonour to our

Lord Jesus Christ. that so many in whom the root of

o matter is, have their hearts sinliing within then
when relief is so plunly provided for them. Thcy
true reason 18 decause they arc averse, and not willing,
nor {aclined to be indebted solely to grace, and to hare |
ol their suzplics singly jrom it."—Tral's Neieet
Works. P.33.

tActs ii. 465 viii. "8, 205 xiii. 4b; xvi.osd. ¢ It
nover thunders, nevor_ lightens,~there isno earth
?;Juko in the gospol; it is the gnszl of poace."—J, I3,
Frans.

1 Yotcomethe enlargement whenit will it must,
I admit, come after all through the channel of a sim- |
plo evidence given to the sayings of Gud. accounted
as true and faithful sayings. And never does heht ¢
and poace 0 § 1wy heart us when liken bittie child, ,
I take up tho Jesson, that Gud hath laid on Has own
Son the iniquities of us all."— Dr. Chalimers. Seo
Lifg, Vol. II P. o1,
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quite foreign from their thoughts and
wishes; and so they despise and neglect
it.* Onesays in his heart, “if you conld
bring me tidings of some woildly henours

-to be freely couferred, or of some laige

sums of money to befreely given, this wi uld
rejoice my heart; or if you tell me where
and how I might enjoy such and such-
sensual pleasures, this would be very ac-
ceptable.”t 'The language spoken by the
hearts of others is to this effect—*If you
could assure me of any way that I could
live and indulge my self in sin, with hopes
of impunity, without fear of death or hell,
this would be very good news to me.”
But itis evident, in both these cases, that
the sentimeuts of the heart are directly
coutrary to the truth of God ; for the former
account the world their chief portion, and
the latter esteemsin as their grea.est pood.
They do not perceive, they do not really
believe, the suitableness and importance off
the salvation in Jesus Christ to their souls,
and therefore it does not wear the aspect
of good news in their view.{

To others the proclamation of salvation
only in Chiist is not good uews, be-
cause they do not see it to be quite ne-
cessary for them. They do not think
their case to be really so bad as a full and’
free salvation intimates.§ They do not
apprehend themselves quite lost, undone,
and helpless, but think they can, they must,
and ought to do something towards their
own recovery {o the favour of God. As
the free Gospel opposes all such self-suffi-
cient desires and endeavours, it is therefore
rather disgusting and offensive.  Such as
these donot know either themselves, or the
law, or the true God.||

4. But, after all, there is another
great yveason why the glad tidings of the
blessed Gospel do not  convey any real
satisfaction; and that s, because the
proper freeness of Divine grace resvenled

€ ¢ A whele-hearted sinner will nover know any -
thing of a full Christ.”—J. II. Frans.

t Job. xxi. 14, 15; Psal. iv. 6.

1 John iv. 1v3 vi. 26, 46.

§ ¢ What iz tho Saviour to any individual whe
does not knew he is a sinner?  He is invariably des-
}i\:,sml ‘ﬂi)d r%:‘cicud.. h“hu values the dphysxcian ?

he siek iere is his presence prized?  In the
hospital.”— Howds. ’ r

¥ DMatth. ix. 12,13; Rom. x. 3.
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is not discerned or credited.*  The lan-
guage of many persons is this—1do ot
zleny or question the perfection of Chriat’s
work, and the freeness of bis redemption
—I have heard these things and aw
persuaded of them; and yet still I fecl
myself lost, and miserable, and helpless,
and do not find that all this conveys any
pleasure or satisfaction to my mind, for I
have still many objections against myself,
and many doubts and difficulties in my
mind respecting my salvation.” What these
are or may be we shall soon attend to. But
do vou indead believe the proper freedom
of Divine grace?t How comes it to pass
then, that you are not encouraged by and
delighted with it, when jt is certain it must
be so in any similar case. Ifa person in
great want be told of a fres supply, or &
person in debt, ready to be arrested, be told
of a free, able, and willing surety, could
this fail of giving him pleasure, hope, and
satisfaction ou his hearing and believing it?
And if it did not, would not every bystander
judge that there must be some mistake or
doubt in his mind about it? There must,
therefors, be some defect or mistake in our
apprehension, if we have not sone satisfy-
ing hope produced in our minds from the
fre« gospel, of full salvation in Jesus Chuist
for a helpless undone sinner.

5. Lot me then represent, as clearly as I
can, what must be, or may be, the mistake
or doubt in the minds of nany.

¢ * For the most part. when_we comse to deal with
God for forgiveness. we hangin overy briar of dis-
puting, quarrelsomo unbelief. This or that circum-
stance, this or that unparalleled particular, bercaves
us of our confidence. Want of due consideration of
Him with whom we have to do, ml){:f,su_rinli7 him by
that line of our own imaginations. bringing him down
to our thoughts:and ways. is tho caase of all our dis-
quistments.”’—Owen on 130th Psalm.

t ¢ If the Lord tenders you the gift of righteous-
ness through Jesus Christ, do not say you cannot
receive it 3 do not say you are not meet for it. The
question is, are you inneed of it? Ave you not
guilty? Recoive itas agrace. Thetruereason why
somany neglect right dealingwith God for justifica-
tion, and slight God's dealing with them abont re-
ceiving it, is because their hearts stand at & distance
from, and they have asort of quarrel with mere
grace. Asitis cortain that nothing but grace cun
save tho sinner, so it is a3 certain there is nothing
more unpleasing to the sinner than grace.”’—Zral.

{ ¢ The truth is, that we but little enter into the
real maeaning of the words which we so often utter,
free lave, oOr free grace. Did we seo anything of tho
depth-of thatlast expression, doubting would conse,

Vhat is grace’ but favour to tho unworthy? and
whatis frae grace but that favour conferred entirely
from:the bounty of the giver, without raspect to any
prercquigite inthe recsivor 2 And who cen be moro
U3 17 than ono who, day aftor day, remains

&b

“The gospel affords not relief to iy
nind,” says one, ¢because mwy sin and
guilt have been greater than many, than
most, or than any others. Mine iniquitiés
haveincreased over my head, and my trans-
gressions mount up to the very heavens.
Look where Iwill, Ican find no rehef:
Whether I look backward, inward, forward,
or upward, all is dark and dreadful. My
case is so peculicy, my sins are so aggra-
vated, that I cannot apprehend that Divine
grace should reach directly to such an one
as me.” I answer, are any guilty sinners
excluded out of the proclamation of grace #*
If they were, the gospel would cease
to be glad tidings, not only to you, but
to every one else; for we have all sin-
ned and come short of the glory of
God; and if God should mark iniquities,
noue could stand.  You think that the gos-
pel may be joyful tidings to others, but not
toyou. Butwhyso? You say, “Because
they are not so bad as Iam, and have
been.™ This is the same as to say, that
because others are in some respects better
than you, therefore they have more reason,
and better ground to hope in Christ than
you have. But whoever thinks thus, itis
evident, does not apprehend the grace of
God in Christ to be properly and directly
free, and he imagines that he must be
somewhat better than he is, before he
may hope in Christ. But we are directly
1 told, that Christ came into the world to
save the chigf of sinmers; and that this
faithful saying is worthy of all accep-

unmoved by love? Who should be of that clasgif
he be not, whose very prayers and duties are sin?
; Who but those who know themselves unworthy, as
you know yourself to be, ¢can need favour shown to
, the wnworthy? You answer, *“If I folt myself un-
worthy, and gorrowed on this account, I should then
} be privileged to reston this grace : but it is my utter
want of feeling which convinces me that I must not
i take comfort from this censideration.”” Is not, then
i your want of_feoling one of the vory worst signs of
! yourstate? Would not that ofitself prove you wholly
| unworthy 2 And if you caunot even bring a wish,
| You must, indeed, como to sree grace. sinco you are
so entirely devoid of any thing which canrecommend
you.

Again, you answer, that you would ¢ desire to do
80, but that you do not truly believe in this free

race. or you know that you should rejoic, ‘o accept
it. and that you find you cannot believe in ity your
faith is so weak." Let, then,your want of faith be
“ added. to the countleeslist, still, still the frce grace
! reni;mns the sawme ; you cannot pray, or read, or hoar,
! or fecl, or heliove, but whulst giace moans favonr to
the unworthy, and frecis stampoed on that favour,
you must not, oughtnot to despair.’—Strong Con-
solation ; or Tettera to a Friend.

® ¢ The genuine gospol is a complete warrant for
the most ungodly-peson to beliove in Josus.—Boots.
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tation, and consequently of yours, whoever | munkinw, ueither has God purposed it for
yow be, or whatsvever you have been. all; and therefore, though I know that
You are right if you think yourself the those who shall be saved, are saved by
chief of sinners; but you wrong the grace grace quite free and sovereign, yet I can
and gospel of Christ, if you think or say, | Le no way comforted by this, leeause T
that you are not as welcome as any sinner | have no nunaks or evidences in my favour,
upon the face of this earth to the redemp-, to prove that I am one of the number of
tion by Jesus Cbrist™ In tiuth, such | theclected anl redeemed. 1 can therefore,
despondent and apparently bumble confes- | only euteriuin a general possibility that I
gions, if examined to the bottom, will may be saved as well us anotler; but this
be found, whken they oblstruct our is far fiom Ling sufficient to afford peacs
hope, to be no more than the cun- | to my svul and conscience.”
viction and the regret that we want mate- | I readily reply, it is a real and impor-
rials for erecting an altar to our pride; tlmt' tant tiuth, that election and redemp-
we are destitute of & justifving rightevus-  tion ate thus particular and sovercign,
ness, which we are anxiously Jabour-| not universal nor conditional.  But re-
ing after; they are but the painful lamen- | member,  though, the redemption Ly
tation arising out of the disappuinted desite | Christ is not unnversal in its infention, yet
of attaining life, as it were by the worka of , it s s0 in its proclamation, which is to be
the law; and they counsist well, if we Jook | universally Lelieved for salvation: John
into them seriously, with the notivn, that iii. 14—19. Read over these verses and
there is a great deal of goud in our Learts, - you may see that bere are good news, here
in our wotives, if not in vuractivns, though * are glad tidings judeed, presented to gain
there be somewhat lacking, at the same the coufidence of poor helpless sinners,
time, 1o give us porfuct confidence before | This fiee grace requires no previous marks
God.$ or evidences of our own particular election
6.- Another mmy be saving in  his or redeniption, inorder to afford immediate
thoughts, “But after all that the Gospel | relief to the mind in believing it to be thus.
reveals, it is no comfortiug or satisfying  open and free® 1t is true, God by his
news to me, lecause 1 remember Chiist, word requires us to believe the doctrines
did not purchuse this redemption fur all ' of particular clection and redemption,
in order to give us a view of the sove-

¢ ¢‘Thero is but very little said in God's book

about the salvation of Ottle s'nners: because that
would not answer the desyn (of the hovh) to brang
glory to the name of the Son of God. W hen Christ
was crucihied. and hanged up betweenthe earth and
the heavens, there were twou thieves crucificd with
him, and behold, he lays hold of une of them. and
will have hunaway togloy wah hane Was not this
astraoge acty and a d.splay of unthought-of grace?
Wére there none but thieves there ur wero the res
of :nat company out of h.s reach? Could hoe not,
think you, have stooped from the eross to the ground
and 1aid hold on some honwster man if he wor 1a¢
Yes, doubtless. Ul but then he would not have
daplayed bis grace, nor so have d'splayed his de-
signs, namely. to get to himself & praise and a name;
butnow hoe has done it to parpose.  For who thatshal
read this story,but inust contess,that the ~onof God is
fall of grace: for a proof of the riches thereof he left
Leh'nd him when upon the cross. ho took the thicf
away with him to glory.  Nor can this one act of hig
ho buriad : It will be talked of to the end of the world
to his praise.”— Hun an.

1 ¢ The blood of Jesus Chiist tells us_sad hum:
bling truths as regards ourselves, though it tells vs
Joyful news as regards God's werey and love. It
tells us that wo are all alike condeinned as sinners

Lefore God, so that the poor degraded hailot isen-

t:tfed to merey as nuch as.the most upright, decent,
and moral. Ittolls us that the heart, the whole
uatist. the whole mans—-bedy. svul, and spirit,
reasun, updentanding, all--is,1n cvery individ-
val, so curtuY‘t, su filthy, su fallea, that nothing but
the grecivas blood of Gva suwn Sub can enable the
vory best tostand guutless befure hin. yes, an

even that tho vory beststands in as much noed of it as !

It | the

reignty of bis grace, and to prevent us
. from thinking it to be any way conditional,
or suspended upon any actings of ours.
But yet it does by no means require us to
. believe our own particular election or re-
~demption, in order to our hope Godward.
It presents the redemption of Jesus Chuist
direculy before us, full and free: and where-
.svever this takes proper effect upon the
_mrind, conscience, and conduct, this is the
proper and sure evidence of our own elee-

the most openly abandoned sinner on earth. It brings
all tuone sad level of ruin, guilt, and sin. It provesthe.
fairest the mustlovely. to be as tainted and loathgome
as the wretched harlot who is abandoned and scorned:
; by all. Doyou want deliverance? Do you wish to
escape from judgment, you must ind it where
' it i< nlike opon to the vilest and most wortbless,—~in
blood of Jesus Christ. Your lifeis forfeited,
' yourinheritance is doath and judgment ; nothing can:
ava’l for your redempion but seeing this guilt, this
curse, this ruin, laid upon another.”—Adnon.
1 **“The doctrine of election js never introduced to
1 narrow the door..  The duur of gospel grace.stands:
. open. mght and day, and the motto over it remajns
« (though Satan hasever tried toeraseit). ‘Whosoeyer.
v will let him entor.’  Election never was intended to,
stand botween the sinner and the siknat’s Savionr.™
—J. ll. Ervans.
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tion. For our election of God is known, grace to the satisfaction of cur conscien-
by the Gospel coming with power, 1 Thes, ' ces* If so, this would . utterly overturn
i. 4, 5. Say not then, Who shall send | the open freedom of the grace of God;
into heaven to see whether otir names are, and the woik of the Spirit would..be
in the book of life! But look into the so explained and conceived as to stand
Gospel, and see whether thy name as a in opposition to the word of the Gos-
sinner be not there, and whether the grace pel. ~ In my view, there is scarcely a
therein revealed is not free for thee and. clearer proof of the necessity of the Spirit'a
for any.¥ - . q,%’ work to show us the true grace of God,
_ 7. Another’s thought may be working | than the continual propensity appearing in
this way:—¢ But, aias, after all you can us thus to pervert it or mistake it, and to
say or 1 can find in the word about the aim at placing even the consciousness.of
freedom of Divine grace, it gives me no  the Spirit's work between a free Christ
satistiction; for I know that the woik of and our souls. The Spirit's work is-to
the Holy Spirit is necessary to bring the  show us the things of Christ, and to make
soul and Christ together; and because I, us know the grace of God in the truth.
do not find his influence upon my heart, Read the account given of His work and
T am therefore greatly perplexed, and at, office in John xvi, 7—11, and 1 Cor. ii.
as.great a loss alnost as if there was no 9—16, where it is most fully explainedy
such gospel preached to me.” and there you will see that this work
I answer, it is very certain and un-, does by no means stand in opposition:
doubted that the Spirit's work is neces- to the freedom of Gospel grace; but
sary, sovereign and effectuals  But what  ou the contrary, it is a confirmation of it,
then? Must we feel or Le consciousfor be sets his seal to it when he brings
of any werk of the Spirit upou our hearts, | this free grace to our minds, and so gives.

before we believe the testimony of free | us peace and satisfaction fiomit.t
8. The mind of another person may be

*cl ’l‘hé righteousness of Christ, thorefore, consist-

ing in the obedience and death demanded by the law
ander which all men are placed, is adapted for all
men. Itis also of in in‘te value, boing the righteous- |
ness of the eternal Son of God, and therefore suf-
ficient for all  Un these two grounds, its adaptation
¢o all, and its sufficiency for all, rests the offer made
in tho Gospol to all. With this. its design has noth-
ing todo; who are to be saved by it we do not know.
Itis of such & nature and value. that whosoever
acoepts of itshall be saved. If one of the non-
clest should believe, (though the hypothesis is!
on_various accounts unreasonable) to him that,
righteousness _should ~be imputed to his sal-,
vation. And it one of the elect should not be-!
lieve, or, having believed. should apostatize, he,

 perplexed in this way i~ I can receive no

satisfactjon to my soul from the gospel
report, because the Scripture says, unless
a man be born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God. Now I know not
whether I am regenerated or not; I cannot
find to my satisfaction that T have any
principle of gracein my heart; and therefore

acs HB‘;_ ivickaigthe proacher contradi ts allthese
oracles of God. who offers Christ and hissalvation to-

would certa’nly pgrish. Those suppositions are K man, provided th:y be sincere, or sensible ginners,
made simply to skow, that accordingto our doctrine,  Or hunger and thirst after rightoousness.”-—Jokn
the roason why any man perishes, is not that there , Brown of Haddington.

is norighteousuness provided suitable and adeyuate “ hi .
to his caso. or that it is not freely offored to all that -5, 1 Foradayortwoofthis week my mind wasagood

hear the Gospel, but simply because he wilfully
rejects the oroffered salvation. Our doctrine there--
foro, provides L 3
and for the righteous condemnation of unbelievers,
as thoroughly as Dr Beman's. It opens the door
for mercy, a3 far as legal obstacles are concerned
as fully ashis; whilo )t moets all the other revealed
facts of tho-case. Tt is not & theory for ono fact. It
includas them all,—the fact that Christ died by
covonunt for his own people;_that love for his own
sheor led him to luy down his lifo ; that his death 1
renders their salvation absolutely certain ; thatit
opens the way for the offer of salvation to all men, .
and shows the justice of the condempation of unbe- «
liof. No man perishes from théwant of anatonement, is «
the doctrine of the Synod of Dort. itis also our
doctrine.”—Hodge.

“ Forasmuch as.many, being catled by the gospel..
donpt repent:nor. believe in Christ: but .perish in
their infidelity, this comes not to pass for want of or
by 2ny insufficiency of the sseriice of Christ, offered
$pon thgfr%s,ls% é,""b‘v their own defenlt.”"—Synod of.

L .

~

i

or the unworsal offer of the Gospel, ; 10 '0et o gospel, which I entertained. ‘I feo! T

stead
him,.that su I m ght be drawn to him. I'have been

deal impressed, in eonsequence of a small tract
which Mr. Gentle gave me, calied * Brief Thoughts,
It mot one feoling or indzed hindrance. to the recop-
can-
ihow then can

not belicve--it scems an impossibility
acknowiedge

Ireceive tho offers of the gospel.which
tobe porfectly frco? The author insists that the
mind is here taken up with examining its own feel-
ings. not in_looking to the object—that this is vir-
taally denying the freeness of the ospel. as it makes
our conseiousness of possessing fait

the condition
on which we will accept the gospel offer, instoad

of at onee laying hold of this. Imust inde:d ag-

knowledge this to be true. Thave been all along look-
ing too much into the stato_cf my own foelings, and
cxamin'ng whether I had faith, and lamenting

; the want of it, instead of contemplating the glori-

ous objact Himself, or of endaavouring to_briag wy,
own m:nd to biar upon the unconditicnsl freoncss.
of tn¢ gospel and its suitableness tomy needs. In-

of ~u.nng unto Christ.” by fixing my eye upon,

enzaging . inss. I in ascortaining how to
25 Donald's Life.

cv.ae -
N
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Lieawrhaveino true pleasure.or peacs; unless
Ioan; someway or other, be assured of this,”
In this. manner many sculs bring in abun-
dance: of objections against themselves,
and make the glad tidings of salvation in
Christ.of none-effect to-them, because they
conceive that a consciousness of their own
regenerstion is previously necessury to peace
and: hope God-ward.*

But remember, such is the freeness of
grace, that an assurance of our being re-
geverated is in no way previously necessary
to our resting our souls upon free forgive-
ness proclaimed in the gospel. Suppose,
then, you do not know your own regene-
ration, should this hinder you, should this
discourage you from believing free forgive-
uess, and so enjoying a conscious interest
therein by faith? Remember likewise,
that so far as the thought of these defects
discourages you, so far they intimate that

NE‘J.W"S.

by-this complaint you mean that you can
not believe divine: grace -to be so-free that
you may directly rest your soul upon-it;
that you are not persuaded of the free
ability of Christ to save to the uttermast;
then I am called upon to ofter evidence
forit from.the Divine word and to prove
it from thence to your conviction, on pur
pose that you may be persuaded of it, and
satisfied by it.*

But if you still say—¢« I have no doubt
about that: only I can receive no comfort
from it, for want.of having, and discerning
faith, and its exercises and actings in my
soul ;” then it i8 evident you are now. con-
ceiving faith and its actings in such a light
as to be a sort of objection to the open
direct freeness of divine grace; and so in-
stead of believing it, you doin fact object
toit. Whereas, if you did veally in its
proper view believe it, you would not make

you are seeking encouragement some way ryour want of anything in yourself (call it

in. and from yourselves. But, bebold, aZZ
this which you imagine you must be
conscious of, in order to beget and
maintain hope towards God; all this, Isay,
is the effect of the faith of the gospel upon
the mind; for we are regenerated by the
word of truth, Jamesi. 18. It is there-
fore a sight and sense of this free-grace
 truth which lies at the bottom of all the
genuine change made in our thoughts, af-

faith or by any other name) an objection,
but would directly have hope and relief
from what you believe concerning the.
grace of God in Christ; and being thus
encouraged and relieved, you would-then
know experimentally, what it is to hope,
.trust, and love, which you strive at. other~
wise in vain. '

* Thus wrote William Guthric—* Somo concoive:
faith to be adiflicult mysterious thing, hardly attain-

fections, and conduct.t

9. But some may farther say—* Faith i
istmecessary to salvation: Now I cannot
find any faith in me; I cannot exert the

able. To these Isay do not mistake, faith ismot so.
difficult as many apprehend it to: he.. We- often:
drivo such frowm thair just rest and quiet, by-making
thom apprehend faithto ke some deep mystor-
ious thing, and by exqiting unnecessary doubts:about
it, whoreby it is needlessly darkened.”—7rial ofa:
Saving Interest.

act of trusting aright. I am not able, 1
have not swength to believe.” I reply, if |

* ¢ The least recommendation of sincerity, repent-
ance, good purposes, or words, as the ground of our
warrant and welceme to roseive Jesus Christ asa
Saviour. or a cause or condition of ourtitle to salva-
tion, or a ground of our full possession of it, tends
to subvoert the
HHaddington.

+  Having put the work of the Spirit in the place |
of the work of Christ, the contidenco I am command-
ed to hold fast nover exists, and I doubt whether I
2w in the faith at all. Alithis results from substitut- !
ing the work of the Spirit of Godin me, for the work,
viotory. rosurrection. and ascension of Christ actually l
accomplishod: tho sure (bocnuse finished) resting- ¢
placo of faith, which nover aiters. never varies, and
is always the same before Qod. Ifit be said, ¢ Yes,
but I cannot sge it as ptain, booause of the flosh and I
unbelicf,'—-this does not alter the truth: and to
whatever oxtent this dimnoss proceeds. treat it as |
unbeliof and sin.,—~noL s the state of a christian. or
53 God hiding His face. The discovery of sin in
%on. hatoful, and datestable asit is,18 no_ground

or doubting booauge it was by reason of this, to,
atono for, this, bocause you wore this, that Christ
died. and Chnast is risen, and there is an end of that
question."—.lnoa,

| certain active energy in the mind
glorivus guspel."—John Brown of If

¢‘But here, perhaps, some one may be re

ady, to.
say, * Faith is the gift of God, 2nd 1 do.not ﬁng he.

{ has given me that gift ; I cannot beligve, though. I,

wmuch desire it.’ 10 such a one I would answer,

| Faith is undoubtedly the gift of Ged, kut. the.

power to beliove and trust does not lig where.
as you generally think it does, namely, ina

) nind ; but it. [ies an the
ulness and clearness of the evidence of the trutk,and.

such

a capacity to receive it.”

¢ These words of an old author may hol'g orhaps
to clear up the vague and mystical idea w icllal many
have of faith, as boing some indescribable and my-
sterious act or process of mind through which' they
must be made to pass in order to be saved.

It maybe woll to notico here.the orror of.soma.”
ag to the actof faith, a3.if that were the justifving
thing. It was onme of the errcrs ¢ against,
Arminius by Gomarus, at one of their Conferences,
that * Faith itself or the act of helieving was our
righteousness by which we are justified before God.”
And the Westminster Confossion afirms that these
aro justified * not for any thing wrought in-thexm or
done by them, but for Christ’s sake alone; notby
imputing faith itself, the ast of bolieving, or any other
evangelioal obedience to them as theirrighteousness,
‘but by imputing the obedience ‘and 85&&3{@0&‘0&
Christ to them.”—Chap. zi.
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'THE OLD .WAY AND THE NEW.

When God made man ~t first He entered
into a covenant with ksim, the terms of
which were that man was to obey, and be
rewarded. Tbhu spirit of this covenant is,
work and wages; do and live; give to God
and get from God. Man fell through
disobedience. He failed in his part of the
agreement, and the covenant was thereby
broken. .

But the Gospel has introduced a new
covenant, notnow of works but of grace.
The new covenant is quite the reverse of
the old in all réspects, It is not now, do
and live; but live and do. It is turned
right round: and that man may meet
God face to face he must be turned right
round also, ere he can chime in with God’s
way of life. Ye must be born again.
Except ye be converted, and become as
littte children, yeshall not enter into the
kingdom of heaven. Our instinct is, do
aid live; do and get; obey the whole law,
and get the whole reward. Our system of
dealing with man—and we travsfer it to
our dealing with God—is, give, and get
value for what you have given; do, and
get the reward of what you have done.
This isthe old way, and it harmonizes well
with the old covenant. Aud if man could

- have always kept all the law of God, he
would still be entitled to all the reward of
obedience. But this is impaossible. So
soon as we have broken the law of God,
were it only once, we are put out of court.
We have no longer so much as a standing
ground on which to try obedience. We
must find 2 new way, and this God hath
found for us in the obedience of another,
the God-man. Being God His obedience
is infinitely worthy, Leing man His obedi-
ence is human inits form, and meews all
our needs. Being God His death is of
infinite value, aud being map He was a fit
substituie for mau the guilty. God’s new
covenant is, believe in Him and live.  The
Quspel way is, get pardon, and nghteous.
ness, the purchase of the Savieur’s obedience

.and death ; get, asa gift of grace, redemption
and all its associated blessings, here, and
hereafter; and'thien, melted by this undeser-
ved goodness, and constrained by this un-
gpeakablslove of Godin the gift of HisSen,
you will leatn to obey the commandments.
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.of Him that-loved . you, died .for you, and
: hath washed you from your sins {u.His own
 blood. Until we first get from God ‘we

can give Hiw nothing but sin, and decerve
from Him nothing but condemnation.
Obedience, rendered by a sinuer, is sin, .It
cannot win the favour of God, but woos
His curse. Till a rebel has laid down his
arms, and been pardoned, all he does is re-
bellion. Obedience, since the fall, cannot
take its place us an antecedent, it follows
as a consequent: it does not stand first as
a cause, it follows as an eftfect. The old
way is, he who obeys is justified; the new
way is, he who is justified obeys. It is
not now, the obedient shall live, but the
living shall obey. It is not now, do this
thing and I will save you: but because I
have redeemed yov, therefore you shall
keep my commandments. The law of God
still stands; it niust still be kept. Of old
it was an answer to this question; what
shall I do to be saved ? now it is an answer
to this other question, what shall I, a saved
man, do? You are bought with a price,
therefore glorify God. Being justified by
faith we have peace with God.

The Gospelisa gift of grace; itis not of
works, lest any man should boust. The
old way had its reward at the end, the new
way has its reward at the beginning. A
man in debt struggles on, but interest ac-
cumulates, difficulties thicken, aud, asa
consequence, his spiritis broken, and he
gets ever deeper into the mire. But pay
bis debts, start him afresh, and anew, apd
the old energy wakens up and is all the
stronger for its crushing overthrow. This
is the Gospel. A sinner who tries to kegp
the law is constantly struggling on under
the burden of an ever accumul.ling debt,
and therefore his obedience is fitful, and
forced. But when the GGuspel cuancs, and
bids the man go free: when it say< « Behold
I have caused thine iniquity to pass from
thee, and T will clothe thee with change
of vaiment,” then the man rejuices i1 all the
peace of believing, and soof new ohadience;
feeling that his feet are on arock, his
goings are established ; and heuc: the new
song of praise rises unbidden to his lips—
* O lot my soul live, and it shall praise
Thee "—life precedes praise. Until a'man
gets a ground of ‘trust, he cannnt piaceed
in the path of obedience. We must be
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delivered from our system of do, that we

may get; and moulded into God's system
of got, that we may do. God has made
known to us a new covenant, our hearts
must be.made new that we may close with
it. In.the death of the God-man we must
ace the payment of our debts, and the bear-
ing away of our curse. In the obedience
of tho Gud-man we must see our work
done, and an cverlasting righteousness for
us brought in.  Seeing this from the heart,

and when we have thus embraced God's
grace revealed to us in the Gospel we come
to understand how peace is got by believ-
ing. God answers our question of what
shall Ido, by a “ believe;” only believe,
all things are possible to him that believeth.
'This is good news. Most people think
the news too good to be true. They can-
not see how all this can be possible. How
can theso things be? They judge of God
by themselves. ¢ Thou thoughtest that I
was altogether such an one as thyself.”
They forget that God has said, « For My
thoughts are not your thoughts; neither
are your ways My ways, saith the Lord.”
The Gospel was at its first announcement,
declared to be “ good tidings of great joy.”
And it is so because it comes givingall. It
gives all grace in time, all g]ory in eternity.
It comes with merey, pardon, righteousness,
strongth, grace, holiness. God gives all.
He demands nothing, and takes nothing,
but what He gives. And all thisis done
at the very beginning of the new life.
The first step of the Goepel is, the passing
of an act of amnesty for all the past. "The
ground of this act God finds in Himseif,
and not in us. It is because of what Christ
has done that any man isjustified, accepted,
saunctified, saved. Hence we need no pre-
pavation on our part. Sin has already pre-
pured us.  Hence, we can neither bribe
nor buy our way to Giod.
when a nian is bidden to this f ast he should
~gimply rise and run, because cleansing and
clothing are provided for all the guests:
and nove are permitted to sit down at the
King’s table till they are washed in the
blood, and clothed in the righteousness,
of the King’s Son. Purity of heart will

not, with us, obtain pardon, for our hearts |

ara deceitful above all things,and desperate-
ly wicked:" ~* wavdon obtained will purify

And henee, also, |

'THE GOOD NEWS

the heart. We do not come with & pure
heart to purchase pardon: but. we come
with our hearts as they are to obtaina
pardon already purchased, by the purity
and death of another, that thereby, purged
from an evil conscience, we may serve GGod
in holiness, and righteousness, before Him
all the days of our life.

On one or other of these two ways we
are all walking. Every man is cither

and closing our'empty soul upon it is faith; i fl?udemnerl in Adam or accepted in Christ,

here is no neutral ground. He that
believeth shall be saved; and he that be-
lieveth not sball be dawined. In Christ
there is no condemnatiou: ‘out of Christ
thero is no salvation.  Chiist saves: He,
will not have your work and His com-
mingled, as the ground of your acceptance
with God, your title to heaver. Chuist i3
either life or death eternal. Whoso build-
eth onthis Rock issafe from every flood:
on whomsoever this Stoneshall fall it shall
grind him to powder, and He falls on all
who are not built on Him. Each man
must meet Chuist either as Saviour or
Judge: and if our Judge is not also our
Saviour we can expect nothing at His
hand but condemnation, IKiss the Son,
therefore, lest He be angry and ye perish
from the way, when His wrath is kindled
but a iittle. The Lord shall judge His
people.  But itis afearful thing to fall into
the hands-of the living.God.

« OH, HOW HE LOVES.”

. As T looked into a house one day, I
happened to be humming over the first
verse of that beautiful, well-known hymn
—« Oh, how he loves.” '

« Oh, I knaw that,” said a young mo-
ther; « Tlearned it at the Sabbath-school.”
« Where was that " I inquired.
« At St.M.,” naming a village which I
knew.
« Do you remember the second verse?”
“ I'm not very sure, just now.”
. I sung softly—
¢ Blessed Jesus ! would'st thou know Him,
Oh, how He loves |
Give thyself entirvely to Him,
Oh, how He loves
Putting my hand upon her shoulder, and
jooking earnestly into her face, I asked,
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« ITave you given yourself to the Lord?"

# Noj I am sorry to say I have not.”

« What!” said I, “you, the mother of
two children, and you have not given
yourself to the Lord! (2 Cor. viii. §; Isa. |
liv. 5; Gal. ii. 20, Cant. ii. 16.) How
can you bring them up in the ¢ nurture
aad admonition of the Lord,” if you have
not given yourself to Him? What an
awful thing it must be for you at the last
and great Jay, if yourown children should
rise up in judgwieni against you aud say,
« Our pwn tother did nol teach us the
way of lifel’ ”

The tears came trickling down her
cheeks as I spoke; for the arrow of con-
viction had pone to her heart. [ com-
mended her to the love of Jesus, who gave
Himself a ransom for mauny, and whose
blood cleanseth us from all sin, and left her
in deep concern about her soul. After
that I called occasionally, and -also got a
female friend, who knew the Lord, to visit
her. She pointed ber to the Lamb of
God who tuketh away thesin of the world.
Her husband noticed her anxisty of mind,
and sent her to a relative’s heuse in the
country, thinking that a change might do
hergood. But this was fruitless, ‘v

“ None but Jesus can do helpless sinners
good.”

She continued struagling with her con-
victions of sin for six weeks, when one day,
on meeting her female friend, she said to
me—

« Have you seen I —— lately #°

« Not fora day or two,” I replied.

“You will find a change upon her
now.” :

«Iam glad to hear of it, if it be the
‘great change of a new heart.”

“ Well, she told me that her misery
under the sense of sin had become to her
so unbaarable, that last night she went on
her knzes before God to plead, and resolv-
ed not to rise till she found Christ; and.d
she did find Him, or He rather found her.
He revealed Himself unto her, as the
chicfest amoug ten thousand, and altoge-
ther lovely.”

I soon aflerwards saw her, and found
her rejoicing in the Lord. She told me,
as above related, and used words so ex-
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that ITe scemed to have come to her in
bodily presence.

This is above three years since; she has
had many sore afflictions, but she cleaves
unto the Lord, who has hitheito helped
her, and continues to fight the good fight
of faith,

There ave one or two remarks I wish to
ng«a on the above before I have done;
and—

First, I would ask every mother who -
reads this, Are you converted? Are you
the Lord’s? It is a very solemn thing to
have your children growing up for time
and for eternity. I1f you are unsaved,
how can you show them the way _to be
saved? What will become of their pre-
cious souls if you, their mother, do not
kuow Jesus? If you do not know, or
care whether your own soul be saved,
surely you would not wish to bring up a
graceless family for earthly misery and
eternal ruin! O mothers, as you would
not have your ckildren curse you in hell
for ever, come to Jesus now, and then tell
them of His dying love and free salvation,
and rest not until they are all safe for
eternity.

Second, I must confess that the above
way of dealing with the woman’s soul,
though used by God's spirit to awaken
her, by laying solemn responsibility upon
her conscience, was not the proper, direst
method of presenting the gospel of Christ
as God has laid it down in the Scriptures.
I thank God that I know that precious
gospel a little better now, and thatI re-
cognise it as pure grace giving Jesus to
us, and not the giving ourselves to Him,
although that is cartain to bo done in the
case of every converted soul. For one
thing, the proper version of the hymn
gives the pure gospel of Christ, and reads
thus:—

« ' Tis eternal life to lenow Him,
Ob, how he lees ! .
Think, 0 thiuk how much we owe Him;
Oh, how he loves! - \
With His precious blood He boughtus ;
In the wilderness He sought us,
To His fold he safely brought us;
Oh, how He leves 1”

That isa very different gospel from the
other, which, properly speaking, has more

pressive of her faith in a realised Saviour,

of luw than gospel in it, and its only effect
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on the woman’s soul was that of Zaw, for

RN

"1s quite right'to impresson évery creature

conviction shd misery iere the result. It
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blessing in ordinanees, no permanent sanc-
tifying results in affliction. As the angel
directed Hagar to the'hidden spring, this

_the obligation to be the Lord’s, and to lay | blessed ageut, true to His name and office,
responsibility on every sinner’s conscience | directs His pevple to the waters of com-
in the sight of God; but when we wish |fort, giving new glory to the promises, in-
to state the glorious gospel, and point lost | vesting the Saviour’s character and work
sinners the way to be saved, we must speak | with new loveliness and beauty.
of God making provision for meeting al!' How precious is the title which this
_our unfulfilled responsibilities by giving us ; « Word of Jesus” gives Him—Tue Com-
His Son Jesus Christ. Blessed Lamb of  roxrer! What a word for a sorrowin,
God! « Who his own self bare our sins, world! The Church militant has its tem
‘in his own body on thetree, that we being | pitched in a “ valley of fears.” The name
_dead to sins, should live to righteousness: | of the divine visitant who comes to her and
by whose stripes yo were healed.” ministers to her wants, is— Comforter.—
~ May the love of God our Saviour con- | Wide is the family of the afflicted, but
‘strain us more and more to love Him and | He has a healing balm for a)l—tbe weak,
senve Him with our wholeheart, and mind, the tempted, the sick the sorrowing, the
and strength, and show the depth of our | bereaved, the dying! How different from
love by the breadth of our obedience!— other *sons of consolation!”  Human
British Herald. I friends—a look may alienate; adversity
may estrapge: death must separate! The
“Word of Jesus” speaks of One whose
attribute and prerogativeis to “abide with
for ever;” superior to all vicissitudes—
surviving death itself!

And surely if anything else can endear
His mission of Jove to His Chureh, itis
that he comes directfrom God, as the fruit
: and gift of Jesus' intercession— < I will
, lowards those that temain! Jesus was |pray the Father,” This holy dove of
. how about to Jeave His sorrowing disciples. peace and comfort is let out by the hand

He directs them to ome whose presence of Jesus from the ark of covenant mercy
:“'Ollld fill up the vast blank His own ab- Wi[hin the veil! XNor is the gif(, more
§ence was to make.  His name was, T%¢ glorious than it is free. Does the word
Comforter; His mission was, “to abide —_the look, of a suffering chill get the

>

THE ABIDING COMFORTER.

« And I will pray the Father, and he shall give
you another Comforter, that he may abide with
you for ever.”’—John x1v. 16, .

~When one beloved earthly friend is
"taken away, how the heart is drawn out

“With them for ever.” Accordingly, no

_soun3 had the gates of heaven closed on
their ascended Lord, than, in fulfilment of
Hi: own gracious promise, the bereaved
_and orphaned Church was Laptized with
Pentecostal fire. « When I depart, I will
send Him unto you.”
Reader! do you realize your priviledge
~—living under the dispensation of the
Spirit? Is it your daily prayer that He
may come down in all the plenitude of
His heavenly graces on your soul, even
““as rain upon the mown grass and showers
that water the earth?”  You canuot live
without Him; there can"be not one heaven-
* Ty aspiration, not oue breathing of love,
"ot one upward glance of faith, without
“His giacious influsnces, Apart from Him,

there is no preciousness in the Word, no

eye and the heart of an earthly father?—
«If ye then, being evil, know how 1o give
good gifts unto your children, how much
more shall your Father in heaven give
the Holy Spirit untothem that ask Him #°
It is He who makes these « words of Jesus”
winged words."— Macduf.

DEATH. .

Deatb is a solemn thing ! Death is a great
King, a great Conqueror. It may be a
pauper dying. Bat how death magnifies evea
a dying pauper! .

*¢ Stranger! however great,
With lowly reverence bow;
There’s one in that poor shed,
One in that psitry bed
Groater than thou.”

“Perhaps you put off sl thoights fdsath ¢
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Perhaps you think that such things ag wind- |
inz-sheets aud coffins are only made for fle
old, the decrepid, and the infirm. The num-
ber of httle graves in every churchyard tell
the cootrary. T ouce had a little friend, al
bright, blooming girl of fourteen years of age. |
Often and often had T listened with delight to |
her musical performances, often had I listened |
with pleasure to her merry songs. One day
while at school she was taken ill, and in a
short time she died. The merry voice had
sank its last song.  The pliant fingers which
had run so lightly over the keys of the piano,
had played their last merry tunme. That
smiling, bright-eyed girl is now in her grave,

My dear friend, the failen leaves around
you may be the last you will ever see. The
next summer leaves may bloom over your
grave.

What are you living for ? Pleasure! Alas!
worldly pleasure is but the steamboat carry-
ing your soul to unending misery ! At high
pressure you are rushing on to everlasting
burnings. With all your pleasure are you
really happy ? Does not your soul tell you
there is something wanting? Does not this
gaudy colouring of pleasure conceal a mine
of unhappiness in your beart? Does it not
give you as little real comfort as the gay
uniform of a soldier drawn over his mortal
wound eases his pain? Does the scarlet coat
and gold epaulette ense the smarting flesh ?
Does the .gay speech and laugh ease the
smarting soul ?

Would you live for eternity ?

Jesus, God’s only Sop, says, “ Come unto
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believers are indulged with much of ‘the
sweet and sensible presence of God, sg thal
they walk.in the light of his chﬁfég&@ﬁq,
and cast every care upon him, But o t@&' '
for wise reasons, thongh'to us unknowp
he hides Lis face from us, and ,reqqi;'es'_g?"
to follow him in the dark, walking by
faith, and not by sight. This was pretty
much the case with Job, when he é)‘ie(i:‘
out so plaintively, ¢ Ok that T knew ?p]z‘egéﬁ
I might find him!® e
In such seasons as this, there is th}m_
much darkness of soul, and the Lord Jésus'
is lost sight of. W feel that we are a diit'i :
distance from the object of our love, tryst,
and confidence. Then, too, our sing'a;ré
apt to stare usin the face, orlie like a
burden on our consciences. From thi ‘
arises a fear of wrath, and pain{ul ant_,icig‘lé_-'f

1.

18

| tions of the displeasure of God. ~ Past

mercies and comforts crowd around u§,
only as if to aggrivate our woe; and the
recollection of the privileges we oncé en-
joyed, appear to torment us so much the
more. Qur duties now beceme irksome,
our prayers seem to be shut out, and wg
think that the Lord has become inattentive
to our cries. Like the prophet, we feel as
if he had hedged up our way with hewn
stone, or compassed us with thorns, so that,
we cannot escape from our gloom, or ob-’
tain a glimpse of our Father's love, To

me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, | a quickened soul, one who has been living,
aund I will give you rest.” O what rest dves, near to God, and walking closely with
Jesus give! Pardon to the guilty ; happi-) (Gud, such a state is fearful. Only a true
nelsg to the :lniseg.ble 3 Iéeg" to ‘thg tﬁ.‘)‘]‘l.’le‘.i’; Christian knows what it is, and he finds it
sling o, aoip, Lo wondnfo b} vy il o oprent 1, oro o
Spirit, to enable me to believe in Thee— | L0 be without our God, is to be withont,
The Evening Hour. the Jight of our eyes, the joy of our hearts,

- the life ot our souls. No wonder then, if

THE LOVED ONE ABSENT.

BY THE LATE REV. J. SMITH, CHELTENHAM.

‘¢ Oh that I knew where I might find him!” (Job
xxiii. 3) )

The happiness of the believer consists
very much in the presence of God, and a
sense of his love. It is mot place, or
circumstances, or friends, but God himself
as revealed in Jesus. Anywhere, in any
condition, in company, or alone, we can
be happy if we reglize that God is present,
and cen enter into communion with him.
It is very. commonly tha case, that at first,

a Cluistian in such a state cries outin bit-
terness of spirit, ¢ Ok that I knew where
L might find him ?”

The desire of the soul is at once strong
and flxed. [ want to find not nierely my
lost comfort, but the source of it; not a
blessing in the general, but the presence of
my Beloved. « Ohkthat Icowld find him "
To find bim, I would go anywhere. To
find him, I would sutfer auything. To
find him, I would do anything. Without
his presence, I can never be happy; I can
never he satisfied; I shall never find 1
home. Without bis presence, 1 visit the
sanctuary in vain; I read the word with:
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out profit; I pray and praise, but find
neither relief nor pleasure. * Ok that I
could find kim!” 1 would {rankly confess
my ingratitude and guilt; T would show
him my trouble and distress; I would
reason and plead with him. I would tell
my sorrows, acknowledge my faults, and
inquire the reason why he hides himself
from me, I would beseech him to turn
again and have compassion upon me, I
would plead his name, bis promise, and
his love, that he might once more in-
dulge me, and favour me with his pres-
" ence. .
Reader are you a strainger to such ex-
perience as this? Very few, if any, who
are taught by the Spirit are. They know
what the presence of God is. They know
what the presence of God is. They know
what the smile of god means. They know
too what 1t is Lo be left alone, alone in the
closet, alone in the sanctuary, and alone in
the world. For without the Lord’s pres-
ence, no one feels more lonely than a be-
liever: Nothing satisfies him. Nothing
makes him bappy. He feels so far weaned
from everything here, that without God
the world is a blank, and society not
much betterthan adesert. Real religion
always centres in God, feasts on God, and
is satisfied alone with God. Theteaching

of the Holy Spirit brings us away from |

ull other sources of peace and satisfuction,
to_God alone; andin God, as made known
—Jesus, we find all we want, all we wish,
all we can enjoy. Ob, blessed thought,
having been brought to set our heaits on

God, to find our happiness in God, soon,

very soon we shall enjoy his perfect, perpet-
ual presence, nor ever more sich, 01 cry,
“Oh that I knew where I mightfiind kim!”

FAMILY GOVERNMENT—HINTS
ONLY.

L4 -
BY REV. JOHN TODD, D.D.

CHILDROUD.

T am speaking of those whese children
are voung—with characters anformed,
with farulties undeveloped. Don’t drop
the paper saying to yourself: “I can't get
time to vead or plan. He can’t sym-
pathize with wme. I have burdens heavy
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Sofily, softly. It may be possible that if
I can’t relieve you of any of your burdens,
I can help you to bear them. Theselittle
ones—the fowers of the hearth, the sun-
beams i your dwelling, are worth to you
and to themselves all your anxieties, and
cares, and toils, and they will, if rightly
trained, repay a thousand fold all they cost
you. Remember that you are to your
child a friend, a ruler, and a teacker. To
control him, readily and fully, you must
at all times govern yourself. If the child
that you are irritable, hasty, ill-temperad
and passionate-—and he will znderstand
this very early; I shall not now explain the
reason why it is so—but the fact is un-
deniable that he who would control others,
| must control himself. 1f, then, youm act
and decide, say yes or no, smile or frown,
according as you happen to feel at the
moment, you make that cbild feel that you
are as liable to treat him with injustice as
otherwise. He can’t respect passion or
temper.  You lose iu this respect and also
in his love. Aud your observation will
teach you that among all your acquain-
tances, you can’t think of one instance
where parents bave good family govern-
ment, who cannot govern themselves.

Insist on prompt, cheerful obedience,
and that without giving the reasons.

It is a vgry common mistake to appeal
to the reason of your child and show him
how reasonable your command is. The
fact is, the child has no reason to which
vou can appeal. His reason must grow
; out of the experience of life. Itis unde-
veloped as yet, and God has placed him in
_ subjection to you, because ycu have reason
jand he has not. The child loves to dis-
- cuss the matter, and debate the why and
i tho wherefore, and if permitted, will often

overpower the reason of parents by the
most. puerile assertions. You may culti-
vate the reasvning faculties of your child
as much as you please, but it is not the
titue to do it when you have laid 2 com-
m ud upon him.  Some try to gain obe-
dicuce by appealing to the love, or the
, shawe, or the good opinion of others. but
,never seem to thivk thay their commands
,are all the reasons the child needs. God
,does so. He lays bis commands upon us

. without assigning the reasous why we.

enough daily, without being lectured.”— should obey them. What a volume on

-
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the rights of property might be written
under the command, “Thou shalt not
steal.”

In family government it is very impor-
tant that the father and mother sustain
cach other.

The child will early learn which parent
vields soonest to impertunity, and he will

child, and write it down in your book that
the child will never be much of a man,—
That slow,. heavy boy, whose skull seems
to be so thick that you cannot get an idea
into it, you may be sure will develop
slowly and long, and will retain every idea
that ever gets into his skull. He is the
therefore if refused by the sterner one, | 00F that you may expect to make astrong,
never rest till he has wied the weaker. I manly character. Willows sprout early
shail motsay which of the parents isoftener | and grow fast. The oak puts out its leaf
the so-nest to yield. But when the child | jate, and grows slowly. The one is woven
makes a request which you see fit todeny |, . askets, the other is bolted into ships.

him, and hLe says, « Well, Tll go and ask , SR
father—I koow he will let me,” that father | D00’ feel elated because your child is

is making a great mistake. The mother, | precocious, don’t feel discouraged because
shut up, worn aud troubled, wearied and  he seems slow and hard to acquire. In
discouraged by the constant supervision  theend the turtle almost invariably beats
of her children, needs all the aid and sup- | the fox in the race. We could give ex-
port which the authority of a father can | amples enough to prove this.

give her. The child should never feel| Vou will find that a great deal of char-
that there is an appeal from the decisions | aeter is imparted and received at the table.
of one parent to the good nature of the ' parents, too, often forget this; and there-

other. Even if you don’t feel that the!
decision has been’ the wisest possible, dou't
let the child know that yon feel so. Take |
it for granted that the decision has been ;
right. Draw together, and let the voice
of one be the voice of both.

Strive to develope your child slowly. l
|

It is an inherent part of the American
character to do things quick. We can’t
wait for tiees to grow naturally. We
must stimulate them, and then boast how
early we made them bear fruit—forgetting
that they must decay as early. We can’t
build a house. 'We must “slip it up.”"—
We can'’t build & bridge that will last ages;
we must ¥ throw over the stream,” and in
a few years see it perish. We don’t want
to have boys and girls. They must leap
from infancy into manhood. We must
_stimulate the child, see how fast we can
cram snd excite the brain, and develop the
man in him. Hence me must have pre-
mature and immature and obescure men—
all from most premising and precocious
children. Wheress, the perfection of edu-
cation is slow development. When you
see the fond parent trying tc show you,
how « forward” his child 18, how “ quick”
he is, how he excéls in his cluss,and when
gzu see_him trying to ¢“show off” his

tling, I beg you to commisserate the

l

fore, instead of swallowings your food in
sullen silence, instead of brooding over
your business, instead of severely talking
about others, let the conversation at the
table be genial, kind, social and cheering.
Don’t bring disagreeable things to the
table in your conversation any more thax
you would in your dishes. For this reason,
too, the more good company you have at
your table, tthe better for your children.
Every conversation with company at your
table, is an educator of the family. Hence
the intelligence and the refinement, and
the appropriate bebavour of the family
which is given to hospitality. Never feal
that intelligent visitors can be anything
but a blessing to you and yours. How
few have fully gotten hold of the fact that
company and conversation at the table are
no small part of education.

One thing more. There is one thing
that will aid you to govern yourself, to
decide rightly, to be kind, and yet firm, to
govern your children, and to meet the
responsibilities of life beyond all that I
have said, and that is daily, humble, ear-
nest prayer. This is the mightiest aid
vou can seize. Without it you will fail,
but with it you can bardiy be disappointed
in your hopes and anxieties.— Congrege-
tionalis?.
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THE NAME. THAT IS ABOVE'
EVERY NAME.

_Have you experimentaliy found that
there is virtue in the namie of Jesus?
Have you ever suffered from deep depres-
sion of spirit, when all around you was
dark and' lowering, and no single ray of
hope from earthly objects came struggling
through the gloom, wjen you bave felt as
if all had forsaken you, and “no man
cared for your soul?” At such an hour
have you ever experienced the matchless
power and efficacy of that name of love?
Oh! there is in those short syllables a.
spund more soothing than the fanning of
a gseraph’s wing, more musical than the
melody of an angel’s harp. For that
name alone is able to sustain the sinking
Bpirit, to bind up the broken heart, and to
bring peace and comfort to the despairing
soul. Nay, more, that name can bring
what no.other name which thelips of man
have ever uttered can aspire to bripg—
pardon and acceptance to the most hard-
enad, most rebellious, most God-forgetting
spirit amongst us all. He was “called
Jesus, because he came to save his people
from the guilt, the power, the consequences
of their sin.” Has, ther, the namé no
charms for you? Have you heard it often,
and does it convey no pleasurable feelings
t0 your heart? We do not usually hear
the pame unmoved of one we love; the
quickened ear catches the sound amidst a
thousand voices; and of a thousaud names
hears that and that alone; the throbbing
heart beats faster and higher when that
name is meutioned, for it comes laden with
the recollection of past jogs, and hopes of
future happiness. So it is to the true
children of God with the name of Jesus
their Saviour, Redeemer, Friend; it re-
minds them of all that God has done fc=
their souls, of all the assurances of psrdon
and peace which that blessed wame has
sealed to them-—of those short and tran-
sient, moments of close and intimate com-
munion with bim wbho bears that name
which they bave already realized; of those
ages, those eternal ages of happiness and
joy, which they yet hope to spend in the
Rodeemer's presence, and amidst the en-
dearments of the Redeemer’s love. Blessed,
thrico blessed are you, who can in that
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boly name recognize One who has saved
you from your sins, who is the best beloved
of your zoul now, and who, * when your
heart and flesh fail you, shall be the
strength of your heart and portion for-
ever.”— Blunt.

SPEAK GENTLY.

BY GEORGE WASHINGTON LANGFORD.

Speak gently! it is better far
To rule by love than fear;

Speak gently! let no harsh words mer
The good we might have here.

Spesk gently! Love'doth whisper low
The vows that true hearts bind;

And gently friendship’s accents flow:
Affection’s voice i3 kind.

Speak gently to the little ekild;
Its love be sure to gain;

Teach it in accents soft and mild—
1t may not long remain.

Speak gently to the young, for they
Will have enough to bear—

Pass through this life as best they may,
"1is-fall of anxious care.

Speak gently to the aged one;

. Grieve not the care-worn heart;

The sands of life ave nearly run;
Let such in peace depart.

Speak gently, kirdly, to the poor;
Let'no harsh tone be heard;

They have enough they must endure,
Without an unkind word.

Speak gently to the erring—know
How frail sre ail! how vain!

Perchance unkindness made them 503
Oh!win them back again.

Speak kindly! He who gave His life
To bendl man’s stubborn will,
IWhen elements were fierce with strife,
Said to them, « Peace—be still.” -
- P
Speak gently! 'tisalittle thing
Dropp'd in thoheart's deep well;
Tho good the joy, which it may bring,
Eternityhalls ¢} -
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SELF-0O0OMMUNION,
By Rev. Octavius Winslow, D.D.
Concluded from page 34.

Aud, then, as to the dealings of our
keavenly Father, bow close should be our
gelf-communion! God deals with us that
we might déal with ourselves, and then
witk Him. Au affliction often recalls our
thoughts and sympathies and care from
others, and concentrales them upon our
more neglected self. ¢« They made me the
eeper of the vineyard, but mine own vine-
yard have I not kept” Why has the
Lord, perbaps, taken you apart from the
activities of life, from the duties of yoar
family, and from the religious engagements
which have been so exciting #nd absorbing ?
Just that in this lone hour, in this quiet
chamber, on this bed of “sickness and re-
flection, you might be the better schooled
in the much-neglected duty of self-com-
mupnion,  God' would have you now
ascertain the why and the wherefore of
this present discipline: what backsliding
this stroke is .to correct; what sin this
chastening is to chide; what declension
this probing is to discover; whatneglected
duty this rebuke is to make known; what
disobeyed command this rod is to reveal,
Ob, how needed and wholesome and pre-
cious is selfcommunion now! Never,
perhaps, before has your heart been laid
open to such inspection, subjected to such
scrutiny, submitted to such tests. Never
have you been broughi into such close con-
tact with yourself; never has self-corumu-
nion appeared to you a0 needed, sa solemn,
and so blessed as in this quiet chagber.—
Ah, much-gbused, much-neglected heart!
kow have I allowed thee to wander, to be
enamoured, encliained, won, and possessed
by others! How has thy spiritual verdure
withered, how Have thy fresh springs
dried, thy heauty faded, and thy strength
decgyed! How gold; how inconstant, how
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unfaithful, how unkind hast thou been to
thy best, thy dearest, thy heavenly Friend !
But for the restraints of His grace and the
constraints of His love, and the checks of
His gentle corrections, whither, oh,
whither wouldst thou have sone? I thank
thee, Lord for Thy discipline—for the
shaded path, the severed tie, the
lonely sorrow, the loving, lenient correc-
tion that recalls my heart to Thee!

Commune with your own heart to ascer-
tain its state touching the existence and
exercise of lhe spirit of thanksgiving and
praise. Thera isscarcely any part of our
religious experience that receives.less atten-
tion and insight than this. And in conse-
quence of its neglect, we lose much personal
holiness and God much glory. Praise is as:
much an element of our Christianity, as
distinetly a duty and a privilege, as prayer.
And yet how little of it do we exhibit!
We are so absorbed by the trials and dis-
couragements of the Christian pilgrimage
as to overlook its blessings and its helps.
We diell so much upon the sombre col-
ouring of the daily picture of life as to be
insensible to its brichter hues. But did
we deal more with the good and less with
the evil; did we weigh our mercies with
our trials; were we to reflect that if one
sorrow is sant, how much heavier a sorvow
that one may have prevented,—if one trial
comes, how much greater that trial might
bave been,—and that when the Lord
sends us one discomsfort, or permits sne
reverse, He sends us many comforts, and
crowns our arms with many victories,
—that there is not a dispeusation of His.
providence, whataver its form and com-
plexian, thatis not & vehicle of merey
that does not breathe s beatitude,—thas.
the blessing of God, thesmile of Jesus, and
the voice of the spirit's love, =re in every
event and incident and cireumstance of
our history,—then, what a more thankful,
praigefyl spirjt showld we cherish} how

L
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should we examine our hearts to discover
aud expel thence the lurking spirit of mur-
mur aud rebellion and fretting against the
Lord! how should we uplift every window,
und remove every vail that would admit
the beams of God’s gooduess eutering and
penctrating every recess, and lighting up
the entire soul with the sun-hine of merey,
aud making it vecal with the music of
praise! 1 have exhorted you, beloved
readen, to cultivate self-communion as 1o
the malter of prayer; with equal point and
garnestness do I exbort you to this holy
duty as to the matter of praise. There
exists a serious defect in the Christianity,
asad lack in the religious oxperience of
wany of the Lord’s people touching this
holy exercise. The Lord bas declared,
« TFhoso offereth praise glorifieth me.”—
And the holy apostle, speaking by the
Spirit, exhorts, « Be carcfid for nothing;
but in everyihing by prayer and supplica.
tion, with THANKSGIVING, {ef your requests
be made known unto God” And in ano-
ther place we learn how comprehensive
is this precept, « Qiving TuaNks elways
JSor all things unto God andthe Father in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
(Eph. v. 20.) Thanks always for i
things! Then I am to cultivate a feeling
of gratitude and to breathe a spivit of prazse
for all that my God and Father pleases to
send me. I amn always to be in a thank-
ful, praiseful spirit for all the dispensations
of His providence and grace. What a
holy state will my soul then bein! What
happiness will it ensure to my heart, and
what a revenue of glory will accrue to
God! How will it lighten my burdeus,
soothe my caves, heal the chaflings of sor-
row, and shed gleams of sunshine upon
many alonely, dreary siage of my journey.
I am too little praiseful. I am looking
ouly to the crossing of my will, to the
disappointment of my hopes, to the foil of
my plans, to what my Father sees fit to
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restrain and withhold, and not to the mer-
cies and blessings, bright as the stars
which glow and chime above me, and
numerous as the sands of the ocean upon
which in pensive sadness I tread ; thevefore
(it is that while those stars chant His praise
and those sands speak His gooduess and
.power, I alone am silent! And yet, my,
Father, there is nothing in Thyself nor in
l'.[‘hy dealings which ougli not to inspire
my deepest gratitude and praise to Thee!

“1 thank Thee, O my God, who made

The earth so bright;
So {ull of splendour and of joy,

Beauty and light; .
S0 many glorious things are here,

Noble and vight !

4

«] thank Thee, too, that Thou hast made
Joy to abound;

So many gentle thoughts and deeds
Circling us round,

That in the darkest spot on earth
Some love is found.

«I thank Thee more that all our joy
Istouch'd with pain;

That shadows fall on brightest hours;
That thorns remain;

50 that earth’s bliss may be our guide,
And not our chain.

« For Thou who knowest, Lord, how soon
Our weak heart clings,

Hast given us joys, tender and true,
Yet all with wings,

So that we see, gleaming on high,
Diviner things! - :

«1 thank Thee, Lord, that Thou hast kept
The best in store;

We have enough, yet not too much
To wish for more;

A yearning for o deeper peace,
N%t known before.

« I thank Thee, Lord, that here our souls,
Though amply blest,

Cen never find, although they seek,
A perfeet.rest;

Norever shgn, until they lean
Oz Jesug’ brepst!? *

®Proctor.
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If, my beloved reader,, there is one cau-
tion which I would wurge with deeper
empbasis of meaning and solemnity of
spirit than another, it is this—be not satis-
fied without the clearest evidence of the
personal possession of HEART-RELIGION.—
In nothing does there exist a greater ten-
dency, a mote easy road to qml self-des-
truction than in this. The substitutes for
heart-religion are so mavy and subtle, that
without the closest scrutiny and the most
rigid analysis of religious feeling and action,
we may be betrayed, unsuspectingly to
ourselves, into the gravest error. You
may be religious—very religious—con-
scientiously religious, and yet be destitute
of vital RELIGION. Denominational parti-
sanship is not—religion. Religious ac-
tivity is not—veligion. You may be the
warm promoter and patron of that which
i8 Christian and philanthropic and useful
in its nature,—the school, the asylum, the
bazaar, the society,—and yet not possess
reutcion!  You may aid in the building
of churches, in the appointizent of winis-
ters, in the securing of endowments, in

+

the sanitary, moral, and intellectual well- |

being of a community, aud still be des- :
titute of viraL rReLIGION. You may sub- .
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reflection, to divert my thoughts {rom my
unsatistactory, unhappy condition anl stte
of mind by religions substitutes and sub-
terfuges with which the present age so
profusely abounds, and which, with those
who are ensnaved by them, pass for real
spivitnal life? Ob, commune faithfully
with your own heart touching this matter!

A few directions as to the manner of
engaging in this solemn duty of self com-
munion :—

A spiritual work, we must, in its engage-
ment, seek earnestly the aid of the Holy
Spirit.  He alone can enable us to unlock
the wards, to unravel the mystery, and to
penetrate into the vailed depths of our
own heart. We need the knowledge, the
grace, the love of the Spirit in a task so
purely spiritual as this.  Let us, then,
betake ourselves to the Holy Ghost, invoke
His power, supplicate His grace, and seck
His renewed anointing.  Our hearts His
perpetual home, enshrined there in the
new creation He has formed for Himself,
He is better acquainted with them than
{ we are ourselves, and is prepared to aid us
fuithfully and successfully to discharge
: this difficult aud humbling task of self-
. communion. ¢ Ye have an unctionfrom

mit to the rite of baptism, may go to the the fHoly One, and know all things”—
Loid’s table, may take upon you in any, , This divine anointing will essentially assist
form the vows of God, and yet remain, . you in an experimental knowledge of your-
without a changed heart'and a:renewed | self.

mind. All this which I bave been des-
cribing s but religious sl life—the mere
galvanism, the simulation, the counterfeit
of vital godliness—a wretched copy of the
original!  Exawine yourself by these tests:
Do I know that my sins are pardoned
through Christ? Have I peace with God
in Jesus? Am I living in the-enjoyment
of the Spirit of adoption? Have Iin my

soul the happiness, the joy, the consolation,’

the hope which heart-religion imparts?—
Or—solemn thought!—am I endeavour-
Jng to quiet my conscience, to stifle self-

.

Blend communion with Christ with self-
communion. Let converse with your own
heart be in uuison with converse with ‘the
heart of God. Endeavour to realise that
in this sacred engagement God is with
you, His thoughts towards you thoughis
of peace, and the feelings of His heart the
warm pulsations of His love.  Associate all
views of yourself with this view of God : that
whatever discoveries you arrive at of way-
wardness and folly, idolatry and sin,—how-
ever dark and humiliating the inwari pic-
true,— not afrown of displeasure shall glanca
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from His eye, nor a word of reproach |dF iniquity in our own, but we forget the
breathe from His lips.  Oh, do you think | infinite depths of grace that are in. His—
that he will join in your self-accusation? | Ours is cold aund fickle in its love and
that becauss you loathe, and abhor, and |constancy—His is overflowing with a love
condemn yourself, He willlikewise {oathe, | a3 changeless and immutable as His being,
abhor, and condemn you? Never. Lis-[Ob, then, take every discovery you make
ten to His words:—* T'%us saith the high |in this humbling task of self-serutiny to
and lofty, One that inkabiteth eternity, ! Chiist. Remember that if you are a be-
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high liever in the Lord Jesus, every sin and in-
and holy place, with him also that is of a | firmity and deficiency you discover, Christ
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the|has died for, He has shed His blood for,
spirit-of the humble, andto revive the |and has for ever put away; and that, re-
dieart of the contrite ones.” Bending low | pairing anew to His ‘atonement and His
at His feet, ifi penitential acknowledgement | grace, you shall have your iniquities sub-
of sin, in the loly act of self-communion ! dued, and your conscience purified, and
and prayer, no atmosphere shall encircle| your soul reinstated in a sense of pardon
and embrace you but the atmosphere of'and Divine acceptance. It is beneath the
Divine forgiving love. cross alone that sin shall be seen, hated,
I venture to suggest another and the | conquered, and forsaken. Sin, guilt, un-
most important direction in this work of belief, impenitence, cannet iive a moment
self-communion,— Commune with your|under the sacred shadow of the cross of
own heart, looking fully to the cross of  Christ. Drag your foe there, and it is
Christ.  Without this, self-examination slain. Go there, my soul, and weep,
may induce the spirit of bondage. It} mourn, and love; and in communing with
should never be entered upon but 11pon<th1ne own heart, oh, forget not the yet
the principles, and the epirit of the gospel. deepel closér communion with the heart
Itis only as we deal closely with thelot Jesus!
Atonement, we can deal closely with sin. "Q We will group together afew of the
It is only as we deal faithfully with the hallowed BLESSINGS that result from this
blood, that we can desl faithfully with our habit of self-communion. In the first
own hearts.  Overwhelming were the' place, ¢t will help to keep you acquainted
revelations of a rigid selfscruting but for | with the true state of your soul. By this
the hold faith maintains o the sacrifice of | daily survey you will know how matters
Clirist—the close, realising apprehension | stand between God and your own con-
it has of the cross of Jesus. You must;science. Sin shall not seek supremacys
commune with Chris's heart and your|and you know it; the world will not ob-
own heart at the same moment! Looking | stain au ascendancy, and you not be con-
at Jesus in the face, you will be enabled | scious of it; the creature will not become
to look your sins in the face; and as vour |idolatrous, and you not be suspicious of its,
love to Him deepens, so will deepen your | encroashment; Christ will not grow less
sin and seltabhorrence. As has been |in your estimation and love, and. you re-
beautifully remarked, “for one look at|main insensible to the change. Self-cqm:
youvseif, take ten looks at Chuist;” no | munion will keep you whole nights ypon
da.rk dlscovery will then sink you ta des- | your-watch tower, and the foe, gshall not
pair.  Ah, how little we deal with the surprise you. The duty, toog, will i increagr
heart ofour Lord! We find finite depths | ingly deepen the conviction of your zgu{s-.
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viduality. You will feel it to be a solemn
privilege to ¢ommune with your own
Yeart; and thus your own responsibility—
a fact so lamentably overlooked—will ap-
pear in its proper and impressive light.—
How few indulge in this searching inquiry
dite the state of their own hearts lest their
self-astcem should be lowered! ¢« Hence it
is that we meet continually with persons
possessed of great shrewdness aud sagacity
in all cther matters who are most lament-
ably ignorant of themselves. Many have
obtzined an extraordinary knowledge of
mankind in geueral, and can discover at
once the wezk points of every individual,
but are pitizbly blind to every ona of their
own infirmities: it is amusing to observe
that of all persons within the circle of
their acquaintanceship they are perbaps
the only parties to whom their own fail-
ingsare unknown.* Prosecuting honestly
and vigorously this self-research, you will
have less time and still less inclination to
examine- and judge your fellows. Vain
and officious attempts to penetrate and un-
vail the hearts of others will give place to
the yet more neglected, important, and
humbling work of examining, unvailing,
aud searching your own heart. Oh that
all who profess the name of the Lord Jesus
wers more deeply concerned about the
spiritual condition of themselvesas in the
sight of God! There would then be less
censoriousness and uncharitableness, less
judging the motives and condemning the
actions of others, and move humility, king-
ness, and love in the Church of God.—

Commune with your own heart, and leave’

to others the solemn responsibility and
duty of communing with-theirs, To their
Master they stand or fall. Enter into
your chamber, and in the solemn, the
‘awful atillness of an hour spent alone with

*@od, *deal ‘with your own heart and be and I
- : -|' sensa of the infinite- worth and:preciousness

% MGosh,

%8

still. "This work faitbfillly done, yew
will emerge thence too muck “filled witke
astonishment and condemnation at the
discoveries yow have wmade of your ewn
self, to examine, judge, and condemn
others!  Selt-conymunion, too, will greatly
concuce to growtk i personal holiness.
The eye will be more concentrated upon
the seat of evil, the sentine! of your heart
will be more wakeful, and sin and tempta-
tion will have less power to surprise and
overcome you. It will also promote true
humality.  Self-commwunion will lead to
self-acquaintance, and this in its turn wilk
dispel those vain delusions and conceits
with whieh the flattery of others may have
inflated us. Alas that there should be so
much religious flattery and compliment-—
the most ensnaring &nd injurious -of all
species of adulation—among professors of
religion!  Here is the antidote~solf-
knowledge! This will turn the fine edge
of the fatal weapon-—self-communion |—
The too fond and paitial opinion of your
graces, your spiritual attainments and your
usefulness, expressed by others, will leave
youunscathed if you are foupd in much com-
munion with your own heartin your cham-
ber.  Few spiritual engagements, too, will
Tore vigorously promotein yoursoul theyet
higher and more solemn one of preyer.—
To know in some degree ourselves,—~~the
heart, whose infirmities others see not, nor
even suspeet, but which we know to be so
vile,—~is to impel us to prayer. Once
more kow precious will Jesus grow with
growing self-communion! How will it
endear his atowement, His grace, yes,
Himself, to the beart! That engagement
which deepens the conviction of our own
sinfuluess, helplessness, and need, which
discovers to us taint and flaw and imper-
fection in the ¢ hidden part,” the fountain
all poisoned-and impure; must deepen ‘our

Whither. .can -we,Jook

J of ..ther Saviour.
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with one gleam of hope but to His blonl | keart is overwhelmed, lead me to the Rock
and righteousness? That sacrifice offeved | that is higher than I’ «Be still!” Let
onee for all, that divine atonement, that|communion with your own heart soothe it
perfect work, that righteousness that raises | to perfeet peace and repose, calm in the
us above all demerit into the subshine of | assurance that nbthing shall separate it
God'a presence, the li:_;ht of which reveals | from God’s love,—-that the government of
not & ¢peck upon us, just meets our case, | all worlls and all beings and all things is
quells aur fears, and assaves us of divine{ upon Christ’s shoulders,—that your hei-
acceptance.  Surely, then, the closer the | venly Father is causing all things in your
acquaintance we form with ourselves, | individual history to work together for
whilst it throws us upon the Saviour,, good,—aud that you may wait with con-
must render Iim an olject increasingly fi-lence, yuictuess, and cheerful composure

precious to our hearts. Dealing closely
with our own selves in the time of God’s
dispensations  will elucidate wueh that
is obscure, explain much that is myster-
ious, and southe mueh that is painfal and
sad. When the Psalmist was sorely tried
in his soul, when his sore ran in the night
and ceased not, when his soul refused to
be comforted, and his spirit was over
whelmed, when he was so troubled that
he could notspeak, then came the remedy :
“ I call to remembrance my song in the
night: I commune with mine own heart:
and my spirit madedeligeut search.”  And
when from this process of self-communion,
—searching into all the thousand memor-
ies of God’s past loving-kindness and faith-
fulness laid up in the heart,— he aruse, Liv
arose a victor over all Lis dark forebodings,
and gloomy fears, and depressing sorrows;
his faith confirmed in the truth that the
Lord never casts oft His people, that His
promise fails not for evermore, that He had
not forgot‘ten to be gracious, nor in anger
had skut up His tender mercies. Is thy
heart searching for one spring of comfort,
for one ray of hope, for one throb of Jove
in this the long, dreary night of thy sor-
row? Search, O child of God! for thou
shalt find some stored remembrarce there
of God's past faithfulvess and love, and
this shall be a token to thee that all that
the Lord thy God Zas deen to thee, He is
now, and will be for ever. « When my

the issue of the night of gloom and tears
which now enshrouds your soul within
its gloomy pavilion. “Sparcu me, 0
Gop, AND KNOW MY HEART: TRY ME, AND
KNOW MY THOUGHTS: AND SEE IF TIERE
BE ANY WICKED WAYIN ME, AND LEAD ME
IN THE WAY EVERLASTING.”

« And what am 1? My soul awake,
And an impartial survey take;

Does no dark sign, no ground of fear,
In practice or in heart appear?

“ What image does my spirit bear?

Is Jesus form’d and hiving there?

Say, do His lineawments divine

In thought, in word, and action shine?

“Searcher of hearts! oh, sedrch me still;
The scurets of my soul reveal; .
My fearsremove, let me appear

To God and my own conscience clear!

«Seatter the clonds which o'er 1wy head
Thick.glooms of dubious terrors spread;
Lead me into celestial day,

And to mysclf myself display.

“May T at that blest world arrive

Where Christ through all my soulshall live,
And give full proot that he is there,
Without one gloomy doubt or fear!?

e CD* v D s * s

RELIGIOUS EMOTION.

BY REV. JOIIN MILLER.

Every man knows from experience that
his mind is affected by the communica-
tions that he receives. If tidings of a
cheering. kind are conveyed to him, they
produce joy; if mews of an afilictive
character is communicated, it produces sor-
row; if ideas of danger ars made kuowa,
he is filled with alarm;if anything new or
partiealarly, striking is discovered, he fzels
a lively interest.  Religion is no exception
to this law of our nature; it produces emo-
tions in the mind according to the nature
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of its various doctrines, This fact is fully
developed iu the Bible, and in the world
avery day. The word * Gospel,” meaning
glad tidings, cqnveys the cheering effect it
produces on the mind. In proof of this,
numerous quotations might be made from
the Bible, and reference might be made to
the experioncs of every tiuiy converted soul.

Iu thesame way, when men are enlight-
ened by Divine intluence to discover their
deeply atfecting state as sinnets before God,
lying under his fearful curse and liable to
be consigned to the place of endless and in-
conceivable woe, we know that the emotion
experienced i3 one of the acutest distress.
Withiout a doubt, but for the relief afforded
by the Gospel, insanity would be the result
in many cases.

Again, the knowledge of the boundless
perfections of the Divine nature, produces
that reverence designated the fear of God;
and the magnificence of the creation over-
awes the mind.

The emotions of the human mind agree
with their causes, not only in their nature,
but also in their degree.  Iimotions are
produced by the events oceurring trom day
to day. The death of a dear relative, the
loss of property or theacquisition of wealth,
will affect us; but these are trivial matters
compared with the truths contained in the
sacred volume. The character of our
Maker, our responsibility, our mortality,
a judgment day, the glorious scheme of
salvation, heaven, hell, and endless futurity,
are subjects of the sublimest nuture—inter-
esting in a degres not to be estimated—and
therefore fitted to operate on our minds in
the most powerful manner.

We have reason to lament, that, affect-
ing as these topics are, they fail to  pro-
duce, for the most part, the slightest effect
on the minds ofanany. The reason is
very obvious. Uuconverted men ave practi-
calinfidels; the wreat doctrines of Scripture
are habitually excluded from their mninds;
the world engrosses their attention, and
heace spiritual things fail to operate on their
bearts. With Cluistians it is very different.
All who experience Divine grace are made
to feel powerfully the influences of the doe-
trines of revelation.

['ie effects of Divine truths on the mind,

are grealer ovn spme oeeasions, than on

In times of revival, wiwu e Hely-
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| Spirit descends in copious effusions, the re-
ligious emotions of mauny are very power-
ful.  When, by the loss of a dear relative,
we are brought into close contact with
eternal things, we feel strongly the infiu-
 ence of the doctrines of Seripture.  Under
special calamities, when we are led to desp
and cluse reflection, godly foclings are likely
to predominate in the mind; and particu-
larly, at the tize of conversion, the feslings
'of the mind under the influence of religion,
are very powerful.  One reuson for the
peculiar exercises of the mijnd at conversion
13 the novelty of the things of God and
eternity.  We say novelty, because the
' things of God are really new to the heaven-
'bqrn soul. He read, he heard, he talked
lof thewn before; but he did itas the blind
man talks of colors; he had no proper
conception of thern,  Now, therays of the
| Sun of righteousness have darted into his
soul, and  ho sces the things of God and
eternity in their true grandeur and impor-
| tance. No wonder that the emotions of
the newly converted are of a powerful
character; the wonder is that they are
not exercised in a more extraordinary man-
ner. This novelty passes away, and often
with it, the effect it produced; but Divine
things do not become less grand and im-
portant.  If Christians continue to give
their thoughts as mueh to spiritual matters,
as they did in the hour of their conversion,
their godly and joyous emotions would he
more abundant and uniform. When
professors allow theiy minds to be absorbed
with the wotld, and when the means of
grace are partially neglected, il is' to be
expected that they will lose the enjoyment
of religion. ‘

A very improper use is sometimes made
of religious teelings, and that is, they are
regarded as the rule of conduct. When I
first discovered this, itappeared very extra-
ordinary. Being in New Brunswick, at
a prayer-meeting, [ asked an old deacon to
pray, but he refused. - He told me after-
wards, that he did not feel rigit, and
therefore w.uld not pray; he regarded it
as a mockery to pray, unless he felt as he
ought. Another brother varely conducted
worship in bis family for the same reason.
1 have not met with thissentiment in Nova
Scotin; but have known a number of
versons who babitually absent themselves

-
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from the Lord’s supper, because they do;

pot think themselves worthy. This, I ap-
prehend, means that their feelings are not
what they would wish,

In all our churches, there are many per-
sons wlose religion is of an impulsive
character. If anything occurs to excite
them, they have a great deal of religion;
but if they are not excited, their religion
is at a low ebb. There is something very
orroneous in muking our feelings a rule of
conduct. For a person b refuse religious
exercises because he does notenjoy religion,
is precisely like an individual standing out
of doors in & very cold day, and complain-
ing that he is very cold. Amother person
urges him to come within doors, and to
place himself near the fire; but he refuses,

aud ;ii\'us as hjis reason that he is exceading-
ly cold How absurd such conduct ap-
pears!  Would not a mere child see the

absurdity of such conduct, and be ready
to argue. If you are very cold, thatis
the very reason why you should go within
doors, and place yowrself near the fire.
In the same way, if professors do not enjoy
religion, instead of neglecting prayer aud
other means of grace, they should pray
twice in that state for every once when
they sensibly experience Divine influence.

Mr. Fuller, in treating of backsliding,
says, * When people put out fire, they deal
largely in the opposite element—water,
In the same way, when Christians back-
slide, they should deal largely in the op-
posite element ; that is, they should abound.
In prayer, in the reading of the Scriptures,
and other religious exercises.” In this
way, a state of apathy and coldness in the
Divire life would be overcome.

I this mere impulsive religion, there is
something. It is acting like the lower ani-
mals which are guided by instinct; there
s no reason or principle of action with
them.  Men with all their reason, and with
the Bible in their hands, act in a similar
way ; when, in religious matters, instead of
being guided by their reason in connection
with the revelation of God, they look to
their feclings, and act just as they happen
to be moved.

Men, in serving their Creator, should be
guided by the principles of revelation;

. their guiding star should be the Bible.
With that in their bands, their enquiry

THE-GOOD NEWS.

should be, not, How do I feel but ‘What
saith the Lord$ The Scripture teach, in
the clearest and most copious manner, that
it is the duty of men to loveand serve God
with all the heart, soul, strength, and mind,
at all times and under all circumstances,
Thereis no situation in life, no contingencies
in our present state of being, which give
the slightest abatement of this demand,
It is the requirement of justice made upon
us as the creatures of God indelited to him
for life and every blessing we enjoy.  The
obligation to Joveand serve God, is greatly
increased in the case of the Christian, by
his redemption from sin and hell, and his
prospects of eternal glory through Jesus
Chvrist, The path of duty is pointed out
as with asunkeam;and the considerations,
Dy which duty is enforced, are the strong-
est that could be presented to the human
mind.  Every argument, which can be
drawn from our present condition and our
future destiny is pressed on our attention
by the sacred penmen, to induce usto tread
the path of duty.

The tact that God loved us in our lost
and ruined condition, that he redeecmed us
from hell that he has conferred on us ali
the blessings of his grace, and animated us
with the hope of eternal life, must be re-
garded and always felt by the Christian to be
the most potent kind of argument. Where-
ever religion is enjoyed, men will readily
say, “the lova.of Christ constraineth us;”
and again, “ we love him, because he first
loved us.” Besides salvation, the thought
of death, judgmeut, heaven, bell, and the
solemn truth that as we sow now, so shall
we reap in eternity, are considerations all
calculated to operate powertully on the
mind. The Christian, in treading the path
of daty, should be actuated by these great
and weighty principlés. They should tell
on his mind, as a rational being, with
irresistible power, With these great truths
full in his view, let every man tremble at
the thought of treading the broad and
downward way.

We say, then, away with the idea that
our feelings are to be our guide in the path
of duty. Let usact the partof rational be-
ings; and let us live under theinftuence of
the high avd holy principles of revelation.
Let the Bible be our rule, and according
to its dictates Jet us be guided at all tinigal

1
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FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY.
BY MRS8. SEWELL.

A gallant ship went out to'sea
rom Scotland’s rocky shore,
And with her sail'd ove hundred men
To dig for golden ore.

Tho anchor rose, the sails were set,
And steady blew the breeze;

And merrily the vessel went
Across the tossing seas.

From morn till night her course she kept,
The land was still in view,

Aud passengers upou the deck
Oft sigh’d a long adieu.

The second day was af an end,
And night came slowly down;

But still upon the distant coast
They saw a lighted town,

Then darkness settled on the ship,
And o'er the ocean crept,

And, ere the middle of the night,
All, but the seamen, slept.

Oh! many went to sleep that night,
On whom no morn shall rise;

And many closed their eyelids then,
To waken in the skies.

And many hearts beat true and warm,
Tror those they ne'er would save;

And muny hopes were buried then,
Beneath the green sea wave.

A hesvy fog-came stealing down,
And e’er the waters spread,

So thick, the steersman scarce could see
A dozen yards ahead.

There was 2 momeut, and no more,
No warning cross'd the sea,—

AnIndiaman with crowded sails,
Bore down upon their lee.

No time to tack, to give her room,
No time to wake the men;

The mighty vessel ran them down,
Then bore away again.

The eddying waves closed o’er the wreck,
Then roll'd on as before;

And-that ship'’s company went down,

. To sail the sea no more.

A fisherman upon-the beach,
: Atearly break of day,

g;ngex;yed an object on the tide,
i :Taat roll'd within-the bay.

%‘ »
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"P'was not the seaweed's heavy mass
Which clogg'd the billow’s swell;

"T'was not the wood of rifted wreck,
That floated on so well.

‘The fisherman strode bolily in,
And, ere it reach’d the strand,

Ho seized upon & floating form,
And boze it to the land.

It was a child—a little girl—
Of some ten years or more,

That here the cold, remorselees wave
Was casting on the shore.

And pitiful the look he bent
On that young form so fair;
Aud tenderly he wiped the face,
And wrusg the heavy hair.

“YT'll take her home to Margaret, =t
And sce what she can do;

Iflifeis in the body yet,
She's sure to bring it to.”

Within his dwelling on the beach -
He laid the body down;

And every means the good wife used,,
That she had heard, or known.

The youthful limbs were barely hid
By clothing for the night;

And beavy lay the closed lids
On eyes that ouce were bright.

The soft round cheek was cold and blue,
That’erst was like the rose

That opens in the early dew,
‘When morning zephyr blows.

The sweet young mouth was tightly closed,
As if *twere closed in pain;

Obh! will the warm blood ever tinge
Those livid lips again?

But Margaret’s patience wearied not,
She feels the warmth return,

The little heart begins to move,
The breath she can discern.

And do we say—*“T'hy cares forego,
And let the floweret die,

The tender bnd, though blighted now,
‘Will blossom in the sky.

“'The storms of life may beat it down,
And sin may yet prevail;

Or poverty, with-cruel hand,
May crush that flower so frail
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“Oh, let it die! but so said not
The heurt of Margaret;

Her cheerful hope, lilie jewel bright
In simple~fuith was set,

Life was to her o sacred gift,
A high anil priceless thing,

To which the blessed Son of (Jod,
Did free salvation bring.

That g.ace came not to her in vain;
She heard the heavenly voice,

T'hat often now within her soul,
Said, * Margaret, rejoice!”

The living stream that heal’d ber heart,
Deseemhwr from above,

Left vot o barren soil behind,
But rich in fruits of love.

'lhe weeping stranger told her tale
T'o no unfeeling ear;

Her little brothers all were drown’d,
And both her parents dear.

"And she had no relations left,
Now they werein the sea;

They all ‘had left their pleasant homes
Upon the barhs of Dee. ¥ «

«Fear not, my lamb,” said Margaret,
“T will your mother be,

And you shall lie as merry here
As on the bunks of Dee.

“ Here’s Marianne. and Isabel,
And John, and little Jane;

And you shall be their sister (]0‘11,
Aund think ‘tis home again.

The little orphan raised her lips
To kiss good Margaret's cheek;

But grieflay heavy on her heart,
And words she could not speak.

Bat ere a many weeks had flown,
Her sorrow died away,

And liftle Jessie sung as blythe
As menry birds in May.

Down to the fisher's lowly cot
The busy neighbours came—
«J{you takein that friendless child,
I think you'l! be to blame.

“1'd send it to the Union-house,
And there 1'd let her be”

8aid Margaret, “ The Lord has seat
That littie one to me.

“I should not, of myself, have thought
A thing like this to do;
But if God laid it out for me,
‘Why, he will bring me through.”

“You know,” ansther kindly said,
“You have already four;

And though you're decent, h(mest folks,
Still you are reckon’d poor.”

« And we are poor, and very poor,
I know,” said Margaret;

“ But God can show my husband where
To cast his ﬁshlub -net.

“ For He, who made the fish, you know,
Can guide them as they swim;

The widow, and the orphan child
Hold promises from Him.”

«Well, you must please yourself, of course;
But, in my humble thought,

You're taking on yourselves more care
M. 1.3 » .
Than working-people ought.?ummumzz -

%

“ It may be so—T know,” she said,
“Bat still 1 am content; -
I have a feeling in my mind -~
That we shall not repent.

;¢ If your sweet darling, little Bell,

. Should ever have the lot

'"Po be shipwreck’d and cast away,
And no friend near the spot,

i
"‘\Vould you not bless with all your heart
+ 'The man who took her i,
| And made a father’s home for her
i In this sad world of sin??
1
I« Well, neighbour, that is very true,
Tt makes my feelings stir,
-To think that such acruel fate
Gould ever come to ber.

| ¥ No doubt the gentlefolKs would help
If you would state the case;
She is an interesting child,
i And has a pretty face.”

.

A cloud pass'd over Margaret’s brow,
« Butstill her voice was kind— '
| «d rather not ask charity,

;' It always hurts my mind
E And 'twill be time. to think of that, .
If we should get too poor; . ‘
I think that He will bring her bread,, A
| Who brought her to our door.” )
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And so the neighbours went away,
And many shook their head;

They snid she was a feeling soul,
But woeflully misled.

And Margaret—she sat down to read
The boek that gave. her light,

And, as she read, she strongly felt
That she was doing right.

In fact, it seem’d as clear to her
As noonday in the sun,

"that they would ue'er repent the thing,

Which they in faith had done.

The fishing-boat went out to sea,
The fishing-boat came back,

And whichsoever way it went,
The fish were in its track.

When raging tempests roused the seq,
Aund sailors found their graves,
Goharm'd the little fishing-boat
Lay rocking in the waves.

;%‘or He who wallk’d upon the ses,
_ And chose His dearest friends
From poor and lowly fishermen,

. The fishing-boat defends;

No harm can ever touch the thing
Committed to His care,

Nor can a million voices drown
The voice of earnest prayer.

And He repaid the simple trust
Of faithful Margaret,

And daily taught her husband where
To cast the fishing-net.

The fishing-boat went out to sea, -
The fishing-boat came back,

And whichsoever way it went,
The fish were in its track.

And when with heavy-laden nets
Itreached the yellow sand,

An active little party hail'd
The fishing-boat to land.

To filla basket or a pan
The busy children strive,

| Both Marianne and Isabel
‘Were married well and gone;
. And Jessie now, with little Jane,
!t Did all the work alone.
|
¢+ Tig early yet,” said Margaret,
“ Come, set your basket down;”

" For Jessie then had boild some shrimps

To carry to the town.

'

|

1 #Tis on my miud, dear child,” she sajd,
| «Tcan't the reason give;

| But something often says to me,
" T have not long to live.

)

. “Nay, Jessie, do not turn so paie,
You'll always have a friend;

1 T think that people need not want

. Who straight on God depend.

“And I believe they need not beg,
If only they would try;

I'd vather want a thing myself,

Than ask for charity.

i “I would not have my children beg
¢ Tor all that T could sce;
We've always held our heads above
That sort of poverty.

"% And wind me now, it is six years,
! Ifnot a little more,

. Sinee you were brought a senseless corpse

Unto this very door.

* And we have never known the day
When we have wanled bread;

Nor deeent clothes to cover us,
Nor shelter for our head.

“ And you are almost all grown ap,
And with an honest name; s
' Oh, Jessie! T should die at once
; If you should come to shame.

V¢ I'm frightened now, to see the girls
That walk about the street;

. Oh! God forbid a child of mine

i Should look like those I meet.

1«1 often quake for you, my dear,
1 The others all are plain;

Then through the streets and in the squares ‘ But you have got that pretty face,

They cry them * all alive.”

And 8o the years.flew.quickly by
Till Jessie was sixteen;

A swoeter little maiden.then.
You hardly could have. seen.

I That makes men look agnin.

“ And some who're reckon’d gentlemen
I know will notice yeu,

And mapy pretty things theyll sy,
They never mean for true,
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“I'd rather you should meet a bear
That's just robb’a of her youung,

Than you should meet a gentleman
‘Who has o flattering tongue.

4 Be sure they never mean you good,
“I'is only sport, or worse;

And, as you'd save yourself, don't touch
A penny from their purse.”

A glow of modesty and and pride
Rush’d into Jessie’s cheek,

And feeling quiver'd on her lip
As she begau to speuk.

< Dear mother! you may trust me well,
Such thing shall never be;

No saucy gentleman I know
Shall ever speak to me.

« What business have they to insult
A girl because she’s poor ?

Xo! mother, I will never bring
Dishonour to your door-

« Beside, I've found out this myself,
And I believe “tis true—

That if you mind what you're about,
They'll mind their business tvo.”

# And, Jessie—John has whisper'd me
That you must be his wife,

Aud he’s a gentleman in heart,
And loves you like his life.

« Of course 'twill be 2 long while first,
You both are very young;

But if you love exch other well,
The time will not seem long.”

« Ah, mother! John is just like you,
He is so true and good,

Aund steady, like his father too,
I thiuk “tis in the blood.”

Then Margaret kiss’d the pretty face,
That looked in hers, and smiled,

“ Ah, little puss! T see one day
Youll be my very child.

< But Jessie dear, still have ¢ care,
For woman's heartis weak.”

Aud tears rose up in Margaret’s eyes,
And trickled down her cheels.

A fow short months—and suddenly
There came the hand of death,—

“ God bless you all, and keep you his,”
‘Was Margaret’s last breath.

Arise on joyfal wing,
To dwell before her Saviour's throne,
Where blessed angéls sing.

| Then did her happy ransom'd soul
!

No stately hearse with nodding plumes,
Nor mutes for morning paid,

‘Were seen around the humble grave,
‘Where Margaret was laid.

A dozen hardy fishermen,
With weatherbeaten face,
Bore that dear body tenderly
To its last resting place.

And many join'd the weeping irain
That stood around it there,

And many were the stifled sobs
That shook the quiet air;

For she was gone, whose life had been
A constant flow of love,

i And they would see her face no more

{ TUntil they met above.

! Then Jessie kept the good man's honse}

Aund shared his heavy grief,

{ Till time and resignation bronght

i To both of them relief.

{

* And when two years had pass'd away

In honour of the dead,

+ Her lover thought the time was comes,
! Vhen they might safely wed.

|
]
i
|

{ He was his father’s partoer now,

| They had a busy trade;

i And many times he counted up

1 The carnings he had made.

!

" The old man gave the bride awsy,

i And gave the wedding treat,

¢ And, kissing Jessie, said, “ She'll be
! Another Margaret.”

# Ay, that she will,” said John; ¢ ghe’ll bo:
My mother to the life,
! And folks will ssy my preity bride
Is like my father’s wife.”

: Now, parents dear, who read this tale,
Work on with love aud prayer;

! 4nd children’s children yet may live

; To bless your faithfel care.

i And shut not up yeur charity,
Let pity have if3 way;

'Tis God you lend yourservics to,
Aud He will richly pay.
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iSabbath School Lessons.

January 31st, 1864.
DEBORAH AND BARAK.

Read Judges iv. 1-17.

onnection—In taking possession of Canaanm,
é fon direcgzd, Dout. vii. 2, the Isracl-
Ttos had associsted with many of the heathen, Jud-
In consequgncctro oi;1 t,l}eltr dxspbcdleél‘cc,

dy relapsed into idolatry twice, sufier-
O ments boon delivered when repentant.

took place about B.C. 1296, or 130 years after

1 Joshua’s death.

1 The Standard Raised, ver. 1-13.—

4 Jabin, & Ganuanitish prince, possessed of the
4 territory north of Israel, had craeliy oppressed
% {srael—Sisera was his captain.
4 ten or fifteen miles north of the Sea of Galilee.

Huzor was

't Deborak, a prophetess, had, at God’s com-

mand, directed Barak to raise ten thousand
men from the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali,
and promised that with them He would set
Iarael free.

Kedesh, a city twenty miles north of the
Sea of Gulilee—there Barak mustered his
men, and with Deborah (whose presence,
probably, as God’s own messenger, he rightly
valued) marched southward about forty miles
to Tabor, a hill lyiogr at the south-west of
the Sea of Galilee, aud the source of the small
river Kishou.

Heler, the Kenitc. Though invited, the
children of Hodab never mingled with Israel.
Their former kindness to Israel and Moses
was never forgotten, 1 Sam. xv. 6; but here
this family of Heber sided with Isracl’s ene-
wies, and acted as spies to Sisera.  Chariols
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.APPLICATIOX.

1. Learn from Israels sin and repen-
tance—That sin is bitter at last: sweet in
the mouth, bitter in the belly: at last it
stingeth like an adder, That God is most
willing to pardon. How often He hesrd
Israel’s cry, ver. 3; Psal. lxxviii. 38.

2. How much good one right-hearted psr
son can do; with faith in Gud, courage 2o
dare, and wisdom to direct how to do what
is right! Like Deborah. She stirred up
Barak, and he stirred up the tribes, and won
the day. So when God has a great work to
be done, He raises a leader. See the history
of the Judges—Luther—Knox. Many.a
family, workshop, village, and city have been
blessed by such a*oxg, if God was with him.

3. How much good aright-kearted womasn
can do! Deborah was the mover in all this
—she was nearer God than Barak. She kept
her place as a woman—did ntot go to the fight,
but cheered and advised the warriors. So,
without doiug anytbing unseemly, women
may be nearer God than most men, and cheer-
ing and directing others may do much good.
Priscilla teaching Apollos—Timothy’s mother
—Naaman’s little maid. Rom. xvi. 12.

4. God's presence secures success. See
that you make no mistake—that you are really
seeking what is right. Then settle itin your
mind, you cannof fail of success at last. = Up
—~exert yourself, God §s your leader, see ver.
14; Jopathap, 1 Sam. xiv. 12; David, 2
Sam. v. 2d—Edinburgh Series of Lessons.

February 'ith, 1564.

LAZARUS LIVES AGAIN.
Joux x1. 20-46.

1. Martha meeis Christ, ver. 20-27—
Ver. 20. Martha, ever veady to act, as soon
as she hears that Christ is on his way to
Bethany, sets out to meet him.  Mary, more

of iron were most formidable to Israel, ill | retired, sits at home indulging her sorrow.
armed as they appearto have been, chap. v. 8. | Ver. 21,22. Martha mingles and tempers her
Bisera wustered at the river Kiskon, which ! regret at the past, with hope for the futare.
rans at the west of Mount Tabor. I am the resurrestion and the life. Yt war
11, Siscra Defeated, ver. 14-17—Sisera | as easy for him to restore life at that moment
found Barak cncamped on the heights of|as at the last day.  Shall never die, ver. 26.
Tabor, where chariots and horsemen counld not‘E\'idenl]y Christ speaks of the life of the
reach him. soul. Martha’s confession, ver. 27, js the
Up;isnot the Lord genc out before thee? | clearest :and most decided we find at that time
Barak seems implicity iv have obueyed the among the disciples.  Her creed, ver. 24, ro-
Divine messages brought by Deborab.  The | garding a future state, is most interesting.
time aud circumstances seemed all unpro-; II. Mary meets Christ, ver. 28-35.—~—
pitious, but God was with him. Ver. 28. She called Mary her sister sccretly
So he went doten to the plain—most un-| —She wr .ted none to be present whilst
wisely, nien would suy—the iron charivtshad Chii® talhed with them concerning their
&1l the advantage of ground; but he gained a | beloved Lrother — southing  their csorrow
evnyiete victory. « Perhaps she remembered that among those
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visiturs were sume who might put Christ's jloved to be near Him—-humbly could. hyyg
life aguin in dauger. The JMusler is come— | kissed the feet-she once anointed. H
What a glimpse this gives of the homdageand | 1IL See the tenderness of Christ, ).
hooour they were aceustomed to pay to Jesus. | He sevks the house of mourning—He coif#
The Jews tulloned her, sipeere in their sym- | not bear the slightest imputation of unkingg
pathy; they were provided as witnesses to the | ness, ver. 23 and 33,  He wept; He groaned§
wondrous mirucle. She fell at his feet, over- | He ecoters into all your feelings of joy ani¥
owered by ber feclings. Lord, if thou hadst | sorrow. 1le wus happy ut the marringe-fenst§
éen here—The minds of’ the sisters seein to | and fle wept at the grave.  [le feels for ead§
bave been much cxercised with this reflection , one. "Uhough a world's salvation lay on Hind
after their Lrother's death. Jesus saw her | e weeps over his friend. He is not changel®
weeping—and the Jews. He wept, in true | Ieb. iv. 15, Are you His friend ? ;
human sympathy with them—Uis eye affected | TV, See the majestic power of Chrig
his feclings—in bitteruess over sin which | Others might weep ; He could save. Alg
brought such woe into the woild. Cunte und | creation obeys that voice —stormy  winds
see—They could ».vint to the woe—he ovnly | raging seas, devils, and the dead. K
eould remove it. i 1. He gives life now to body and sou
III. Luzarus ruised—V.r. 36. Behold , He hus given life tv your body. Is yoursed
how He loved !—How beautifully the cluse, alive? Nicodemns, Jobn iii.
ardent love of Christ fur an. individual is, 2. e will give life again to the dead. iy
shown bere.  He loved the wiole world, yet | voice will call to judgment. You must-ohe
only here und over his own Jerusalem, is it | it then—Q, do so noew !
said, “He wept.” V. Seele Christ’s presence— Not Hi
Ver. 37. Opened the eyes of the blind— | bodily presence, but that of His spirit, I
referring to the last miracle at Jerusulem,  was a mistake, “Lord, if thou hadst bem
chap. ix. Was it over this unbelief that Jesus | here,” &, Christ was there, yet Lazam
groaned again? Ver 38 @ cave; these, died. If you obey and folloy not Christi
excavatious were the common barial-places | spirit, His budily presence would not bley
of the Jews. That the sister of him thal was l vou. Judas had much of that. )
dead shonld interpose t‘s)er‘ms noted as remu‘rk-, SUBORDINATE LESSONS. o
able. Verso§ Al :m(} 4-': show how CODSF}-“J)’ | ‘ 1. Christ afilicts not His people willingly.
wisely, and kindly Christ sought the spiritual, o " T0 Ty SV ferines
good of men. How sfiblime the scene ! Per-! 70 %0y 0 0 S o e Ohrist—note
baps beneath the shady trees of some g:u‘den,% --.bl n e° w’l]l’ o Bt ]
by the oped cave, amidst the intense silence S0 uble, 9“ .ﬁo ! '.‘-‘*':_ enn Tila (e
; i 3. There is no intercessor like Chris
and breathless eagerness of those who stood ! 7 R ~ Tk
by . - - | ver. 420 He is always heard.  Ask Himb
around, the weeping Mary near 1lis feet, His pray for you. <%
face wet with tears, what weary, persecuted § 557 (il Som ot has this miracle on yon!
wonder-worker raised 1lis eye and His voice ! > D =i de el
. o . L0 T Will you now believe, or still side with
to heaven. The tones of that voice awvoke! Christ: lies. vorses 45, 46.— Edinbureh
the dead.  Muny bowed before the evident qn.z.s s en;r;s 5 VOTSes 2, 20
presence of God. Some went and told his | W of Liessons. o o

bitter enemies.
R i THOUGHT, OUR DIGNITY.

L Hazve you Marthd's fuith 2 :

. 1. That Christ was = the Sen of God. i Man is a reed, aud the weakest reed in

;I:I]"S Paul ,lfc'l""‘.‘ed—qt.ho P]"]'.m““'l: JURT pature; but then he s a thinking  reed

mgg);l)g nl) tl;ls faith, Simeon died—Stephen | ppovais no oceasion that the whole uni-

artyrdom. : o N of 1 3

"8 3)0 ?vorld to come “Tle shall rige: verse should arm itself for his destruction
2. 2, shall vise ;' R

sgain.y This wiped her tears away, and aui- “““P}’“‘: a drop of water is suffi '?I}t N

mated her for daty.  So David and his infaut , kil him. And yet should the univems

son. Do you live like one who believes in, crush him, man would still Le more noble

that world 2—you will vise again. than that by which he fell; beecause it
IL Have you Mary's devotion 2 © owould kuow his fate, while the univers

a l’bTO her brothar—How she Toved him ! would be insensible of its vietory. Thus all
oubtless she showed her love while he lived. | e . . ° :
sy P % - ¢ Jas in thoueht, It @
It is bitter, indeed, to have to weep for your | our (]13_,mn} connints in theng
ewn unkinduess over a dear one’s grave. . -
Have you 2 brother or sister—he &.id? by the aid of space. :ln_d duration. I‘Jet us

2. 'T'o her Lord—She rose quienly—She '§lllt1§’ Llle art of z‘hmkmg well: this is th
Selb at His jeet, Dow she loved rlim i— {foundaticn of ethics.— Pascal

hence we are {0 rise ourseives. and nol



