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TH CANADIAN

CHRISTIAN EXAMINER,

PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW.

JuLY, 1397,

NUMBER J.

vorvme 1.

RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS ETC.

FOR THE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

A Pastoran LeTTER FROM THE Sy-
Nob oF TRE PRESRYTRRIAN Cuurcn
or CaANADA, IN CONNEXION WITH THE
Cuurcit oF SCOTLAND,

—

Introductory Notice.

‘The anthority of the Synod, under whch the
Muwderator has written thus letter, wasrants hun
to call, as hc now does, on s honoared Hre-
thren in the Minisiry, a3 wcll as on the Massion-
anes of the Synod, to read the same to their
several congregations, on the first or seeond =ub-
hath after st sha!l have ¢vme ibta their hands,
Mr. W. D. Mutler, Miagara, Pulishes ot the
Chrstian Examner 1s instructed to transant &
few COPICS t0 Cvery SESsION OF LOBZICEATIoN un -
der the junisdiction of the Syod.

WAL RINTOUL,
Muderator,
Streetsville, 27th May, 1557,

The Synod of the Presbyterian Church
of Camuda in communion with Ui
Churchof Scotland;—T'o the members
of that Churchy, und all who altend on

the ministry of the word by her Pas-
tors and Missionaries, wish peace and
salvation from God the Father,through
the Lord Jesus Christ.

DrarLy Dernovin—

Beering in mind that the high and
proper objects for which we, the Minis-
ters amd Elders assemble in Synod, are
the edification, peace, and enlargement
of the Church; and, that these objects,
through the divize blessing, may be
promoted by a word of counse! and ad-
momtion from us, as well as by ourde-
liberations; we the rather address you
all, n this common epistle; and we do
s0, with the greater hberty, because of
the esteem and confidence which you
entertain towards us. Were we ad-
dressing ourselves only to those of you
who make a full profession of Christian
diseipleship, by attending at the sacre-

-a
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mental table, as well as the other insti-
tutions of the Saviour, charity itself
would forbid us fron speaking to them,
as though they were all in truth, belie-
vers, and saints; knowing, as we do,
that neither in any past age, not in the
present, ainougst oursclves, or inany
other Christian community, has it been,
or is it so,that «all are Israel which are
of Israel.” But, sccing that we are
expressly addressing ourselves to many
who, in a certain respect, are of us,while
yetthey make onlya partial or equivocal
profession of their connexion with the
Saviour—those we tean who have been
baptized in infancy, and now, excepting
in so faras regards their attendings on
the preaching of the word, and contri-
buting, it may be, to uphold it, give no
other distinctive evidence of beng
Christians—we cannot but speak to
them according to the character which
they sustain.

We know, indeed, that such of you
are often expostulated with, and repro-
ved, in the ordinary ministrations of the
word, for your inconsistercy: and yet,
“dearly beloved and longed for,” as we
may call you, we would, even now also,
plainly and affectionately admonish you,
that, if you would not be the veriest
foolsfor time and eternity, yon must he
not almost, but altogether Christians.
You must realize your boptism, by put-
ting away all your sins, and cordially
embracing Jesus as he is tendeved to
you in the Gospel. So shall you be-
come one with him; and salvation, in
all the boundless extent of 1ts present
and reversionary blessings shall be
vours, You will then love Christ su-
premely, and devote yourselves to his
service; you will glory in his death,
delight to commemorate it, and number
yourselves with those who are waiting
for his coming..

And to all into whose handa this let

THEE MODBRATOR'S PASTORAL LST1RE:.

ter comes, who, with or without a pro-
fession of being the followers of Christ,
have never seen the glory of his charac-
ter and salvation; nor surrender them-
selves Lo him as hiswilling and obedient
people, but continue worldly and un-
godly-~it may be even vicious,licentious,
and intemperate-~we would say deceive
not yourselves concerning your charae-
ter and condition. You are of ¥ the
cougregation of the dead,” and nothing
but an entire renovation of heart and
lite can save you from having your por-
tion with the lost in the regionsof outer
darkness.

It is good for us Brethren, as well as
for you, frequently to remember, that
our office as rulers in the Church of
God, is direcily conversant with your
spiritual aad immortal interests, The
Ministry is the very principal institu-
tion of thai Kingdom which God has
established 1 our world for the salva-
tion of lost men, and the manifestation
of his own glory. It is charged with
the admimstration of the laws and priv-
ileges of that Kingdom; jt interprets
his oracles, and fetches from these in-
structions to men according to their
varied circumstances and characters.—
Itis in short, a grand instrument of the
Iloly Spiit, by which he brings men
into union with the Son of God, and 2
fellowship with cach other, and by
which alse, lie purposes them for a ho-
lier and more exalted condition in his
heavenly kingdom. Ministers them-
selves may well feel their entire un-
worthiness of their office.—A deep
sense of this indeed, will always char-
acterize those who are best accomplish-
ed forit. ‘'They may yet properly call
on their hearers, as we would now do
on you, to honetr the ministry, to ex-
pect much from it, to attend diligently
on it, to concur in the gracious designs
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of God respecting it, and to strive car-
nestly in prayer, for the Holy Spirit to
put forth his saving power by it.  You
must entertain honourable thonghts of
the ministry if’ you duly recoguise its
Divine authority, and 1its high ends—
the presenting men perfect i Christ
Jesus—the displaymg to principalities
and powers in heavenly places the man-
atold wisdom of God. And vou must
diligently attend on i+, and earnestis
implore God to bless i, i yer wanld
prose its efliciency to your own salva-
tion, and that of others: for, his sove-
reignty and grace must be acknowledg-
ed and honoured in allthe means whici
lie employs in his spiritnal kingdom.
Yea brethren, we besecech you all, by
your own supreme interests in that
kingdom, and by all that should constrain
you to seck its estanlishment in this
land, to pray for ug, who mimster the
word that it may have {ree course and
be glorified.  Plead with him in our be-
half, and for the sake of Lis Great Name,
in your closets, and fumilies,and social
meetings; and then, we may he well
assured, that he will look down sromn
heaven, and behold, and visit usasa
church, and eause bis face to shine upon
vs.

We are not here formally treating ¢
your duty towards the ministry, and so
there are many views of it which we
are not at present setting before you:
yet, there isone which, both on account
of its own importance, and of its being
seldom exhibited in our ordinary minis-
trations, we would be bold in this
epistie to press upon you-—that, we
mean, which respects your providing
for the maintenance of the Ministry .—
We may say, that it would not in all
respects be self-denial for Ministers to
betake themselves to secular employ-
ments tor thess support: some of these
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have their own allurements, and most
of them in this land, their abundant
profits. It is on the score of self-de-
nial, that they should stand aloof from
such employments. The public and
private work of the mmistry do prop-
erly claim the whole tune of those wha
are called to it: 2nd henee, it ia the very
first duty of' a people, to see that so far
as their influence and abihty extend,
their minisiers shall have no temptation
to ai:enate thew time to any inferior
concerne, Ity unhappily,Mmnictersnius
engage in secyiar eiployments for a
temporal provision for themselves and
their families, the abstraction of even a
large portion of time is not the great-
est jury which their spiritual work
sustains, "They are too apt to contract
a worldly and covetous spirit, and then
at best the spiritual life can only strug-
gle for an existence within them, and
in such a case, 1t may not be expected,
that they are io0 be extensively useful
in comnunicating that life to others.
Christians then, who allow their Minis-
ters to struggle with poverty, or to la-
bour in worldly callings to keep pover-
ty at a distance, are treachcrous, alike
to their own cternal interests and to
the cause, as well as the authority of
their Master.

All Princes and Powers on earth owe
a homage to Him by whom they reign,
and wheu, happily, they contribute their
resources to the support and extension
of the Saviour's kingdom, in so far ay
they may be aveilable to these ends,
they are, in the very way of promoting
the temporal and eternal welfare of
their subjects, But, if rulers fuii to ap-
preciate the truth and to do it due hom-
age, who does not see, that the follow-
crs of Christ are themselves, on this
account, bound to dv more for its sup-
port !
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But beloved brethren, we need scarce-
Iy remind you, that the pastoral office
1s conversant about nore than preach-
ing the word. There 13 a visible or-
gamzation of Christ’s kingdom on earth,
called the Charch, which we, vour pas-
tors and elders, arc called to maintain.
T'o us, conjunctly, is entrested the ad-
ministration of the laws which respect
admission into the Church, the conduct
of its members as such, and the a2dmin-
istration of the sacraments. And we
now cal! on you to honour and support
uz2, 1n the maintenance of the discipline
of the Church.

Ah, we painfully feel that the disci-
pline of the Church is not by many of
us at least so zealously and vigorously
maintained, as to give occasion for is io
deprecate your displeasnre for even ap-
parent severity. The many infirmities
that besetus, to say nothing of our
liability to error, from a wish to judge
charitably of those who are the subjects
of discipline, dorather, we fear, expose
us to the charge of lenity. Yet, there
are too many members of the church,
who are impatient of admonition, and
reproof, however tenderly applied: and
who seem to think, that their religious
profession should subject them to no
spiritual controul.  But we would have
such to consider. thatif it is the occa-
sional duty of all thefollowers of Christ
to counsel and reprove each other, it is
the proper duty of the rulers of the
Charch to do so, to those whose con-
duct openly contradicts the profession
they have made of being a peculiar peo-
ple ¢ redeemed from all iniquity.’—
And that if' it is with the rulers of the
church, to declare the terms of admis-
sicn into ity and to judge of the qualfi-
cation of candidates for its privileges,
<a, they are also authorized, even to
eazt ont of its communion, those who
~purn at adwonition, and reproofy ar

PASTORAL LUTYER.

continne 1 their evil courses adter have
ing been atlectionately warned to for-
sake them,

This letter may come into the hands
or be read in the heaning of’ some, who
have been wdnntied snto the Church by
buptism in infancy, truned up to nn
attendanice on its ordinances, and 1t
may be cven formally numbered with
his people at the sacramental table;
and who yet, for all thiy, have drawn
back from us and well nyrh abdicated
wll connexion with Chnist and with lns
cause. Ok, that a word of expostula-
tion and reproof might be efitctuai to
the reclaiming of such to the way of
peace and safety!  Can such say that
their own experience of the ways of re-
ligion and of irreligion justifies them
for casting off the fear of God, andneg-
lecting the Gospel and its ordinances?
—that they have arrived at a well
grounded assurance, that the word of
God with its testimonies to the charac-
ter of God, its promises of a present
and everlasting salvation, andits threats
of a sccond death to all who disobey it,
is a cunmingly devised fable? Will
they pretend, that the world for which
they are now Jiving gives and promises
them a satisfying and durable peace?
Al, we know that all backsliders are
self-condemned, aud as we would have
them escape the condemnation of Him
who is greater than conscience and
knoweth all things, we beseech them,
to return to that God whom they have
forsaken. Let them bewail and con-
fess their folly before lum, embrace the
overtures of reconciliation whichhestll
holds out, and cast in their lot for time
and eternity with his people.

There are not a few, whom we are
formally addressing in this letter, who,
alas, cannot ordinarily attend on the or-
dinences of the Church, from the want

of the stated administration of these
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amungst them. Some of you, we know,
tecl keenly your present spintual desti-
tution, amd cven weep, when vou remem-
ber the privileges which you enjoy-
cd in the land of your fathers, when
you went with the multituue to the
house of God, with the voice of jos amil
praise. But, take it not as a mockery
of your sorrow, that we bid you hope
for better days. T'he soil which many
of you are now clearing, and the ch-
wate to which you have removed, teem
with pronuses of plenty to you, and to
your cluldren.  And an enhghtencd ac-
quaintance with the spiritual economy
of God may warrant the behef, that ere
long the most forbidding moral descrt
shall flourish and blossom like the rose!
‘I'he places in these Provinces which
arcmost favoured as to spiritual privi-
leges—alas, at best small and inperfect
clearings, in sarrounding wastes, were
yei only afew years ago, without min-
isters and churches, and, now, through
the Divine blessing, on the exertions of
the scttlers themselves, assisted, us in
many cases they have beenby the gov-
ernment, or the church at home, they
are, what they are. Do not ye then
despair of yet enjoying a stated minis-
tration of the word and ordinances of
the Gospel. Above all things, guard
against  becorming ndifferent about
them.

Al, many on their first coming to this
country, thought that all the temporal
comforts winch it afforded or promised
them were nothing, because of the want
of schools and churches for their clul-
drenand themselves wiich they encoun-
tered: and yet of tlese, not a few have
been found willing toforego the educa-
tion of their children for the profits of
ther labour; while they have sunk into
an apathy about divine things through
herr cager pureuit of the world, and
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destitution of 1ebgious praciples
that.atter the lapse of atew years, when
the Gospel has come to their duors
through the lubours of' hlissionaries,
or Ministers, their relish, or conce-n fur
it, huve altogethersanished. We would
have those of you then, who are sensi.
ble of your spiritual pr:vations to exeit
vourselves tu the utmost, to obtain the
inistrations of the Gospel.  Imite the
occasional service of the Ministers who
ure nenrest to you.  Endeavourto asso-
ciate yourselves in your several neigh-
bourhouds fur procuring the labours of
a Missionary or stated Pastor. And
vhere these cannot be obtained, you
may do well, to meet together on the
Lord’s day, in a school house, ur pri-
vate dwelling, for prayer, and praise,
and other spiritual exercises.  For God
will meeot with ycu, and bless you, if you
do indeed seck to know and honour
hiw; and you will thus be in the way
of keeping alive religionin your familics
and neighbourhoods, and of preparing
also for a more abundant and effective
administration of its ordinances. ‘I'he
infant settlements of this duy, should
know, that some congregations whiclh
have now acquired a measure of vigour
and stability, had their origin in httle
compaunies that for « time, went Sab-
bath after Sabbath, from one log house
to another, to sing and pray, und read
the Bible with the cxposition of its
truths, by some of the worthies of our
native land. If there be among you
Elders, honour their office by inviting
them to preside 1n your devotional mect-
ings; and, if there be not, we recom-
mend you to lay your casc before the
Presbytery, within whose bounds you
reside, and seck their direction and as-
sistance. They may see fit, to organ-
1ze you 1nto congregations, and orduin
Elders amongst you. They 1aay direct
Missionaries to visit you, or send frotu

s
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tune Lo time, @ Minislor to dipetise:|
amonyrst you, Divine ordinanucos,

Bat, Messed be God, all uceess to hiin,
and commanion with him are not fur-!
bidden lis people even thougsh they may
be dispersed in the lonely wildernesr,
and far {rom his sanctuariez,  For Je-
hovalt who is great in Zien hag his
dwelling ¢ with him, that is of a eom-
irite aind hawble spirit, to revive the
spirit of” the humble, and to vevive the
heart of’ the contrite ones.”™  And he
hears the prayer poured out to him in
sceret, and speaks peace to his people
through lus word: and, when they wait
humnbly on Him with their families, e
causcs the voice of rejoicing and sulva-
tionto be heard in their tabernacles!
And here, BreTuriy, permit us to cay
in reference to Faminy Worsuir, that
if the stated and serious observance of
it is necessary to the healthy existence
of family religion, even when all the
public ordinances of the Church are
enjoyed, theu, tie want of thosc ordi-
nanccs only enhaunces the necessity for
its observance; by cvery one at least,
who would adopt theresolution of Josh-
ua: “as for me, and my house, we will
serve the Lord.”

Attendance on the public worship of
God, to which we have becn adverting,
is but one branch of anvther more com-
prehensive duty, to which also we would
now call your attention—that of nox-
ouriNG THE Luap’s Day  And, in res-
pect of this great duty, which draws its
sanctions alike from the law of the Ten
Commandments, and the gospel econo-
my, we desire to leave @ formal testi-
mony with all whom we arc now ad-
dressing, whether dwellersin the woods,
or invillages and towns.

Be assured then, that a conscientious
regard to the Sabbath as a day for spir-
itual exercises is essentiul to the exis-

} studied.

tence and perpeluity of the Divine lite

TRT MODERATON'S PASTORAL LETPER.

in the soul. The glonous character
and works of Gol, especially as they
ere menifested in the plan of redemp -
tior, 1must have u set thme for being
"The fear aud love, adoration
and piaise which are supremely duc
unto him, wust have a time for being
cultivated and expressed. The glory
and immortality which the gospel offers
to our faith und lhopes, to be scen by
ux in their own transcendant importance
and oxecllence, must be contemplated
at a lime, when our minds cre with-
drown from the cares and parsutts of
earth. And such a time, 2 tune too
appointed by God is our WerkLy Sabp-
parit. See then, Brrovip BreTnrex,
that you prize the Sabbath, and honour
ity according to the gracious designs of
God in instituting it, and the directions
of his word, Sabbath profanation you
may at once perceive is in its very na.
ture a master sin—a sin, not merely
mahgnant in itsclf, but subversive of all
that is good, and introductory to all

that is cvil iu the character and life.—~
Where it prevails, personal, fumily,and
national religion alike are destroyed.—
The annals of critne uniformly attest,
that the habits of licentiousness, fraud,
end violence, vhich have brought multi-
tudes to die ignominiously in beggary,
or in hospitals, or by the public exccu-
tioner, were in many eases formed, and
in all fostered, by the sin of Sabbath
profanation. And a reference to the
history of Christianity since the refor-
mation will shew, that th:ose churches
which took uplow views of the author-
ity of the Sabbath, have been least offi-
cient in holding forth the light of Di-
vine truth; andhave been, to the great.
est cxtent, tainted with error and infi-
delity.

We exhort you therelore, Brethren,
as you would possess true religion, and
pregent it in 2 vigorous type ior the



THE MODESATCS'S PASTORAL L

imitation of the generation now rising
" around you—-to honour Tur Loun's
Dav. Not only rest from business
and jourreyings on it, but study to en-
ter into the rest of God,  Give your-
selves, with alacrity, to all the exerci-
ses which are designed, at once for the
expression of the horage of the heart
to our Father in heaven, und for the
conveyince by Him to us of His Holy
Spirit.  Some of you, we believe, are
under peenliar temptations to the vio-
lation of the Sabbath—who dwell in
places where this holy day is but rarely
marked out from other days by the
sounding of the Gospel trampet, and is
regarded as a day for bodily relaxation,
and pleasure, Butconsider, BRrTUREN,
that neither evil example, nor any other
temptation however prevalent, or pow-
erful, canbe an excuse for our sin.—
God requires one whole day in seven,
as well as a portion of every day for
his worship; and we must neither al-
low the exomple of ungodly men, nor
wordly connexions and friendships to
influence us to rob him, and rob our-
selves of theSabbath, Remember that
exposition of the law of the Sabbath,
which you have known from childhood,
and can verify from Scriptore, © The
Sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy
resting all that day, even from such
worldly employments and recreations
as are lawful in other days; and spend-
ing the whole time ia the public and
private exercises of God's worship, ex-
cept so much as is tobe tuken upin the
works of necessity and mercy.”

Tue Rerweious TraiNiNe oF THR
Youx~e is an exercise peculiarly proper
for the Sabbath, while it is in itself of
such paramount iraportance, that it may
properly be touched on in this address.
Natural aflection if rightly directed
would lead parents to train up their
children in the fear of God, and for
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his service.  The law espressly pre-
seribes this duty to purents: sad. the
very comtinuance, aud chisriencnt off
the Church of God 1 our world are
dependent on its being obsered, We
do therefore exhort all Leads of tami-
lics into whose hands this letter cemes,
by their regard to the present and cter-
nal welfare of their children—the an-
thority of Gud—auil the advarcement
of the Kingdom of our Lord and Sa-
vieur Jesus Christ, to be diligent in in-
structing the young in Diviee Truth,
and earnest and perrcevering in prayer
for the Divire Lafe to be formed in
thein,

Let parents, as they have opportuni-
ty, send their children to Sabbath
Schools, end Bible classes:—t* oy must
yet know, that no pains, and no labours
of Ministers aud teachers can exempt
them frem the oblization to instruct
their household in the things of God;
and this obligation is to be discharged
by a godly example in every day life,
by daily counsels fetched from the ora-
cles of God,and the more formal instruc-
tions of the Sabbath evening.

We wouid be far from unholy boast-
ing concerning that branch of the church
to which we belong, yet we may say,
that she hag been honoursbly distin-
guished among the Churches of the
Reformation for maintaining the Divine
authority of the Sabbath, and for press-
ing on all heads of families in her com-
munion the duty of catechising their
children and domestics on the evening
of that day; and that to these causes
mainly, under the Divine blessing, may
be referred the hereditary character
which the profession and practice of
godliness has to a certain extent had, in
the land of our fathers, since the days
of the Reformation,

In exhorting you to the practice of
family catechising, we would remind

.
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vou of the use whiclh may be made of
those Formeraties orScrirture Doc-
TRINE, which the Church has adopted
for exhibiting her faitk o the world.
‘These were drawn up by men who kad
been deeply taught in Divine Truth.
‘I'hey ate plain, methodical, compend-
ous, and, vet also, minute; and they ap-
peal g0 constantly for the truth of themr
statements to the Bible that none who
use them are in danger of being led
away from it. Yet, after all, Tur Bi-
nek is the very fountain of inspiration,
and we would have you to draw dady
from it for yourselves and for your
children. Itisin referenceto the words
of God as they were spoken by himself
that the commandment rns: ¢ Thon
thaltteach them diligently untothy chil-
dren, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and whenthou hest
down, and when thou risest up.” We
desire that your faith may be founded
not on the opinions of men, but on the
word of the living God. And the prev-
alence of gross error around us, some
of which sceks its support from new
Revelations, malkes us jealous of saying
any thing thst might cven seem to
countenance the deceivers who are
abroad, in their attempts to introduce
an authority diverse from that of the
Apostles and Prophets of our Lord,

We may say this at least, of the
Formularies of our Church, that their
Scriptural soundness has been witness-
ed to by the present Churches of the
Reformation; and that, in no age, eith-
er before, or since that event, has the
life and power of godliness been long
maintained, when the doctrines which
they contein have been abandoned.—
And without arrogating any undu¢ au-
thority for them, we do also.say, let
none of vou lightly give up thetr dac-
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trines, for those which new teachers
may bring to your cars.

We kunow that the zeal of false
teachers nowabroadtheir pretensions in
some cases to apostolical authority, as
well as to piety and disinterestedness,
are very specious; and are too often
successful in turning the confidence of
those to whom they address themselves.
But need we remind you, Dear Breth-
ren, that the Scripture teaches us to
expect false teachers, especially in times
like the present, of lukewarmness, divi-
siom and corruption. A zea), fervid as
was that of the ancient Pharisees, has
often been put forth by the propagators
of errorgrosg as was theirs, shaming the
coldnessof the teachers of a purer faith.
The clothing of the sheep has often
concealed the ravening ferocity of the
wolf. And now, as in other days, the
horus of the Lamb may be seen, where
the spirit of the Dragon prevails, and
his voice may beheard.

Hold fast, then, the form of sound
words in which you have been taught,
and give way neither to heresies nor
superstitions ancient or modern. Char-
ity is to be exercised to 21, even to de-
ceivers and the deccived. But remem-
ber, that error itself; is no more an ob-
ject of charity than is sin. It should
ever be hated and shunned, and that in
proportion to the dishonour which it
does to the oracles of God and the
Kingdom of his Son. Christians should
contend earnestly for the faith once de-
livered to the Saints. And oh, that
cach of you would consider how much
you can do, yea, and ought to do, for
that Farrm, how humble soever may be
your gifts and contracted your sphere.
—By acting it out before the world, in
a humble, gentle, benevolent, honest,
and holy conversation, yon will draw
from men a homage both to the truth,
and the excellency of the religion of
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Jesus: and may happily also, in a day
of merciful visit. don, win some to cm-
brace and obey it.

We may yet again briefly advert to
the importance of the Reticious Cut-
TURE o¥ il YOUNG, in connexion with
another great duty—Tur PROMOTING
THE ADVANCRMENT OoF THU KiNeGpodt oF
tat Saviour. The children now on
the breasts of their mothers,and around
our tables, and the youtis acquiring
the rudiments of learning, and the arts
and occupations of life, must very soon
teke the place and the statious in the
Church and inthe State, of the prescnt
generation of men and women, Of
what infinite moment, then, is it,that our
children should be imbued with the fear
of God, and love to the Saviour—ina
word, regenerated! Anud, on what in-
strumentality does this blessed result so
much depend, as Parental instruction?
We would have the fathers and moth-
ers then,who hear or read these lines, de-
liberately to considerthat itis with them,
through the promised blessing of our
Ieavenly Father, on the right exercise
of their influence and authority in their
houscholds, to give anincrease of active
and useful members to the Church of
God.

If our population shall henceforth in-
crease at a rate only the half of what
it has doug, since the territory was di-
. vided into two Provinces, then, cre the
youths of our day shall have reached
their threescore and ten years,the Upper
Province alone will contain a popula-
tion of seven millions of souls. How
solemn the thought, that ere long, ona
land that was but recently a wilderness,
so large an addition isto ba made to the
Kingdom of God's Dear Son, or to tie
kingdom of the Prince of darkness'—
And,who that knowsthe natural tenden-
cy of men to profligacy of principle and

practice, and ovserves the nany in-
R
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fluences of an evil kind that are now
vigorous operation in forniing the char-
acter of this youthful community, and
observes also—we say this with sorrow
—how fecbly Chrigtian influcnce has
yet been put forth by ourselves, or any
other Church, to bring individuals un-
der the reign of” Christ, and mould the
public mindto virtue—will not anticipate
the future with the deepest solicitude”
The regeneration of individuals and na-
tions is indeed the direct result of the
Divine Spirit; and yet, like any of the
beneficial changes that take placein the
matural world, it is in all cases brought
about through the application of suita-
ble means: and hence we do certainly
infer, that unless there shall be foun
amongst us increased activity and zeal
on the part of the Church of God, to-
gether with a nore vigorous exercise of
Christian influence, through the Press,
Enucation, and Lzaistatiox, then,
there must inevitably ensue a rapid in-
crease of spiritual ignorance and error,
superstition and infidelity, with their
sure accompanimenis—-licentiousneas,
fraud, violence, and anarchy. Bsroven
BrrTarey, let all of us, Ministers, El-
ders and People, do our part; we may do
much to avert tiese evils, and promote
the reign of the Prince of Peace. Lot
us study to know “thelove of God,which
passeth all understanding,” the “un-
speakable gift of God,” which is Christ
the life of the world, and the commu-
nion of the Holy Spirit, who quickens
and sanctifies all the clect of God, and
then,shall we present our very selves
“living sacrifices to God,” and improve
our many oppnrtunitics for the advance-
rent of His cause in this land.

We specially com:nend to your coun-
tenance and support the Missionary un-
dertakings of your several Presbyteries.
Grudge nat the occasionai absence of
your Ministers when thoy may be sent
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forth to minister the word and ordinan-
ces in destitute scttlements; and give
willingly of your substance for the sup-
port of Dlissionaries, according as the
Lord has bexte:wed on yourselves tem-
poral abundance, and spiritual privileg-
es, The liberality of the Church at
home, in sending forth Missionaries, and
in contributing to the aid of our feeble
congregations, should encourage you
to make increased exertions and sacrifi-
ces for the same objects, It is confess-
edly “the day of emall things with us”:
yet, we rejoice to announce to you, that
a scheme for the education and train-
ing of pious youths for the Ministry,
is now under our consideration, soon we
trust to be submitted to you, for your
concurrence and support.

But we must cloge this cpistle, and
though we are not without a suspicion

thatit is somewhat desultory, and may

also be chargeable with omissions,we do
yet call onyou to receive it, in so far as
it brings to you “the words of soberness
and truth.” Aund, BELoveEp BRETHRRY,
we do earnestly pray that we may be
approved of God, and accepted of you,
as wise and faithful in the ministry of
the word and ordinances with which we
have been severally entrusted; for then,
indecd, shall you and we be made to1e-
Jjoice together in the great salvation, and
promote the glory of God. And now,
heartily commending you all unto His
Grace, we bid you FAREWBLL.
In name,
Aud by appointment of the Synod,
At Kingston,
Dict VI.Session V1, Year 1336,
WILLIAM RINTOUL,
Moderator.
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VISIT TO TUE ICR SPRING, IN CLINTON,
NIAGARA IMSTRICT,

My Dear Sir—Since I had the plea-
sure of secing you, I have made anoth-
er visit to what is called the Ice Spring,
and am now able to give you an account
of it.

You are aware that what is thus de-
signated, is 2 rude natural cave, in the
Township of Clinton, about half way
between this and Niagara, which has
obtained considerable celebrity in the
neighbourhoud, as & natural curiosity.
Its claims to this distinction, according
to common report, and, as I am told al-
50, to some statements that have been
published, rest on its temperature being
in constant and extreme opposition to
that of the season. In winter, it is said
to be warm, as warm as if heated by a
stove; in summer so cold as to gene-
rate ice in quantity. So constant too
is this contrariety said to be, that, al.
though in winter and spring you in vain
leok for ice, you are sure of seeing
some trace of it the first warm day that
occurs; and, as the weather gets hotter,
it forms in greater and greater quanti-
ty. No sooner, however, does autumn
begin to moderate the heat, than the ice
also begins to diminisn, so that, when
winter setsin, it has entirely disappear-
-ed.

I confess, when I first heard of this,
phenomenon, I was very sceptical as to
the facts, and was inclined to imagine

4 that the marvellous in them was to be

traced to popular exaggeration, a thing
of no very unusual occurr.ace, I ima.
gined, inshort,that here,as occurs some-
times in other localities where the win-
ters are severe, arepository of snow and -
ice was formed during the cold scason,
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and was preserved in the hot, by the re-
ceptacle happening tosheltor it from the
sun beams and forming a natural ice
house. Three visits tothe spot, and as
carefulan examination as I could make,
have convinced me that my hasty scep-
ticism was wrong, and that the current
report of the neighbourhood, unlesson
one point, on which trusting to the evi-
dence of sense has led into error, is per-
fectly correct. The temperature during
the winter season is relatively and not
positively warm, and warm therefore
only to feeling, not to the thermometer,
averaging perhaps a little below the
freezing point.

The first visit I paid the place, was
in the beginning of August, 1385.—
There was then a small quantity of ice
in it, perhaps, if collected, about half a
cubic foot. The temperature of the
lower part was alittle over the freezing
point, about 321-2 to 83. I visited
it again about the end of February last;
we had previously had very severe cold,
the thermometer 22° below zero, and
one or twothaws. It was then without
ice, or any appearance of it, and yet the
temperature of the coldest parts was
8 © below the freczing point, or 24° of
Farenheit. When I was there on the
8d instant, immediately subsequent to a
succession of warm days, in some of
which the thermometer rose to 84°, a
large portion of the interior surface
was covered with ice, and it was appa-
rent that the process of congelation was
still going on, the temperaturc of the
rock at one point being 3¢ 1-2,

There are here two facts to be nc-
counted for: Ist—the very low average
tcmperatare of the cave-—2d, the for-
mation of ice taking place enly in sum-
mer.

As to the former, I would observe,
that every point on the earth’s surface
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is exposed to the operativn of two scts
of agents; the one increasing, the oth-
er diminishing its temperature. The
influence of the rays of the sun, of
heat sent, or, as it is termed, radiated
from other bodies, and, at low temper-
atures, direct communication with the
mass of the earth, either raise the tem-
perature very high, or prevent it from
falling very low. On the other hand,
the communication of heat to other bo-
dies by radiation, and the contact of
cold substances, especially, as the great
conductor of heat, the contact of a cold
atmosphere, tend to depress the temper.
ature to a very low.point. If‘then,
from peculiar circumstances, any con-
siderable mass of matter be subjected
to the operation of the one of these
sets of agents, more than to that of the
other, its average temperature will eith-
er exceed or fall short of the general
average of the locality. Thus the av-
erage temperature of the south wall of
a house excceds that of the north; and
the more rapid progress of vegetable
life on the southern slope of alill, than
on the northern, shows the greater
warmth of the former, In this con-
tinent, and especially on this part of it,
the opposing agents to which I have al-
luded, operate with extraordinary ener-
gy. Our summer’s sun glows with a
fervour scarce surpassed by that of
Egypt; our winter blasts congeal as if
they had just issued from beneath the
pole. A mass of matter conscquently
much exposed to the one, and nearly
isolated from the other, will naturally
cither much exceed, or full greatly
short of theaverage. Let ussce then,
how far the low average temperature of
the ice spring may be thus expluined,by
its isolation from lieat giving-agents,
and exposure to those producing cold.

It isthen first to be observed, that it
is almost entirely protected from the
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direct rays of the sun by its position ua-
der the fzee of the mountain, ut o point
where this fronts duc north; and that be-
sides,itissurrounded to the northwest by
ahigh Yank—a natural parapet—defend-
sng it from the sun’s setting beams, and
serving also as a funnel to direct into it
the cold zir descending from the decliv-
ity above. Again, the structure of the
cave itself cuts it off from supplies of
heat from the earth, and fits it to re-
tain the low temperature with which
winter impresses it. It is formed in the
dcbris or ruins of the mountain; ard
fiere, the upper portion of the mountain
consisting of acontinuous andthickstra-
tum of silicecous and porous limestone,
and the lower, of this strata broken by
fissures, and probably of slaty rock,
it follows, that the disintegration or
breaking into ruins must Lave proceed-
cd from below, the slaty and slightly
compacted parts first giving way, and
being followed at length by the unsup-
ported upper stratum in large masses.
Hence the lower part of the debris con-
sists of small rocky fragments, the up.
ver, of large mas$es—great rocks piled

1 on another. The cave itself is

aply anirregular hollew,which ¢hance
hes left-epen beneath a pile of this sort.
Standing in it, and it is so small that it
is scarce posgible tostand upright in it,
one has immediately below him, proba-
bly for o considerable distance, o mass
of ‘loose stones with air interposed be-
tween them in the intervening intersti-
ces. Such a mass can but imperfectly
conduct heat from below. Avound and
above him, he has a heap of great rocks
cut off from the central heat, and on
which the sun never shines, but which
reccive the full impression of the win-
ter's cold. Now, as we know that in
many paxts of Canada the soil, at ubout
a fuot beneath the surfuce, is generally
below the freczing point in the month
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of May, it need not surprise us thal

these blocks, in their least exposcd
points, retain a temperature below 32 ©

through the months of Junc and July.
In September and October, the portiox
of the summer’s heat they receive hav-
ing then had time to penctrate them,
their temperature throughout must risc
chove this, and in the beginring of win-
ter, it is probable that the icc spring,
like other points under the cartl’s sur-
fuce, has a temperature relatively high,
and in consequence feels to onc entering
it positively warm. This will gradual-
Iy fall with the continuance of the cold
season, until in spring it is, as when 1
saw it, several degrees below the frecz-
ing point. 1In this way I think we can
sufficiently account for the low average
temperature of the ice spring.

It remains to see why ice is not met
within the winter scason; how it forms
as the weather gets warmer; and why
the formation goes on dircctly in pro-
portion to the heat of the atmosphere.

First, 2s to the mon-appearance of
ice in the winter secason, I would ob-
serve, that there seems no cause
to produce it then: sunow apparent-
ly does mnot drift into the cave, and
if, during a thaw, any water enter, it
will escape through the numerous fis-
sures in its floor. This must happen
in the carly part of the scason, because
then, and probably until the middle or
end of January, the extcrior is above
the freczing point; and even in Februa-
ry and March, Tapprehend that the tem-
perature of the open substratum an
which the floor rests, is above this, and
the lowest points of the floor itsclf not
under it. Consequently, if any water
centers during a thaw, it will find anexit,
1 should not however be surprised, if a
visit in March or April would, in par-
ticular scasons, detect portious of water
congealed from the melting of the snow
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above,  Such appearances, however,
would be quite distinct from the real
phenomenon to be accounted for, the
deposition of ice,in the summer months,
on the bare walls of the cave, in the
form of icicles or stalactites. This, it
1s very cvident, comes from thc atmos-
phere, and if we bear in mind that, du-
ring These montbs, the rocks on which it
18 forimed, are, fromcauses I have cnu-
merated, below the freezing point, and
take into account certain propertics of
the atmosphere, it will not be difficult
to sce how the deposition takes place.

Atmospheric air, wken clearest and
most transparent,always contains a con-
siderable portion of water. It is capable
of containing, thus dissolved and invisi-
ble, the greater quantity, the higher its
temperature, When saturated with this
mnvisible moisture,theleast diminution of
temperaturecauses theatmospheretolet
the moisture go from it when it becomes
visible in itself as a vapour, or on the
surface of bodics in contact with it as
dew. It seldom however happens, es-
pecially in this country, that it has taken
up the whole quantity it is capable of
liolding in solution. Hence it has to be
coolcd down scveral degrees before it
begins to part with any,—before it
reaches what is termed the dew point,
when the deposition takes place. This
deposition, and the operation of the
Jaws by which it is regulated, arc well
scen on the outside of a tumbler filled,
at different seasons, with water from a
spring, having the same temperature
throughout the year. In winter there
is no deposition—in summer, and espe-
cially in hot days, it collects in quanti-
ty-

The rocks of the ice spring operate
on the air in a manner similar to the
tumbler filled with cool water. In a
hot day, in May and June, the warm air
that finds its way to them from with-
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out, is cooled down to the temperature
of winter, and made to deposit its mois-
ture in quantity; and this moisture,
whenever the rock is at or below the
freezing point, congeals into ice.~—
Hence, on entering it on such a day,
when the thermometer approaches 90 ©,
one sees it filled with a thick vapour;
a continual dripping going on over the
surface of the rocks lying above and
outward; and a congelation and for-
mation of icicles in the interior. In
winter and part of spring, when the air
itself is at or below the frcezing point,
no deposition can of course take place.
Nor, if we consider the narrow dimen-
sions of the cave, and the confined
quantity of air that in consequence cn-
ters i, shall we be surprised, that there
should be but an ioconsiderable and
scarcely perceptible deposition, as long
as the weather continaes cool, and that
though a little congelation take place
cven then, it should scem to inatten-
tive observers, that ice is only formed
during the hottest days.

To conclude; or first observing this
mimic winter apparently led on by sum-
men, one is almost tempted to suppose
that there is here some anomaly—some
deviation from the cstablished order of
nature. But in this, as in every other
case, a fuller obscrvation shows that
theapparently discordant phenomens are
in strict accordance with that order,and
arc indeed 2 neccessary consequence of
the operation of the general laws which
the Deity has imposed on matter; fur-
nishing, as it scems to mc, & strong il-
lustration of the regularity that exists
throughout, ond of the uniformity and
harmony with which the whole systcm
is conducted.

Iam my dear Sir,
Your very obedient,
JOHN RAE.

Hamilton, 10th Junc, 1837
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OF THE ARMENIAN CLERGY.
(Concluded from page 111.)

In the Armenian clerical orders below
the deacons, there are four grades,the oc-
cupants of which are named respectively,
porlers, readers, adjurers or cxorcists, and
candle-holders. Al however are frequent-
1y embraced in the generic name of clerZ,
or in the common lunguage diratsoo, which
means, one designed for the priesthood,
acandidate. Invert their order, and they
exactly correspond with the ordincs mi-
nores of the papal church, which arc
acolylhi, exorcists, lectores, and osliarii.
The duty of each respectively, is to open
the doars of the church and prepare it for
divine worship, to chant parts of the
¢hurch service, to prepare the font forbap-
‘tism, and to light and 1o extinguish the
candles. In other words, they act'the
part of the anagnostes in the Greek, and
of the clerk in the English church. A
bishop only can confer upon them their
office, and he does it by prayer and the
laying on.of hands. But no vow of ce-
libacy is connccted with the ceremony,
marriage either before or after it being
subject only to thc same rules as that of
laymen; and every one is at liberty to
throw off the ecclesiastical character he
thus acquires, and to return to the world
as if he had never had any duties in the
church.  These dutics indeed are fre-
quently performed in parishes by whom-
soever the priests chance to invite, without
their being previously consecrated; and
generally, in fact, they devolve upon boys.
Persons occupying these grades arc found
in all convents, and arc boys sent thither
to be instructed and brought up. They
cannot, of course, be considered monks, or
permanent residents; though momny of
them ultimately take the vow of chastity.

The fiftk and siztk grades arc those of
the sub-deacon and deacon. The dutiesof
the former are, to dress the priest for mass,
and to serve the deacon in his various
duties. Candidates for the deaconship
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usually remain, however, so short a time
in this grade, that it has virtually become
almost extinet.  The duties of the deacon,
arc to serve the priest at the mass, by
bringing to him the cup and wafer to be
conscerated, by reading the Gospel, &e.
This grade teo is little known except in
convents and cities.  In country parishes
candidates usually passimmediately on to
the priesthood. Both can be conferred
only by the laying on of the hands of the
bishop and prayer. No one can marry
after cntering the first, norcan he go back
to the rank of layman. All sub-dcacons
and deacons in convents, therefore, arc to
be classed among their regular and perma-
nent inhabitants. In nunucrics an order
of deaconesses, likewise, is said to be
known, who rcad prayers for the inmates
of those estublishments. No other dea-
conesses arc found in the church.

The seventh grade is that of pricst ;
preparatory to which the six preceding
must have been passed through, though
the time of remaining in them isnot fixed,
and all may be, and often are passed in a
day. Only those who are unmarried on
entering the grade of sub-deacon, and of
course become by that act bound to a life
of celibacy, come within the scope of my
present object.  They constitute the mo-
nastic priesthood, and arc always connect-
cd withconvents.  Their distinctive name
is vartabed ; though that title is vulgarly
applied also to all the inhabitants of con-
vents who wear the conical hood, whether
in priest’s or bishop's orders. It significs
a doclor or tcacker, and is indicative of
their peculiar business.  For they, in dis-
tinction from the parish clergy, are thé
preachers of the church.  That duty,
however, devolves principally upon the
highest of the three grades into which
they ore subdivided. Tho lowest arc
mercly unmarried priests; and though
honoured with the title of vartabed, are
never called to the important dutics which
it implics.

The cighth grade is that of bishop.
Those who arc admitted to it arc always
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selected from the vartabeds, and arc of
coursc invariably unmarried. Their spe-
cial duty is to ordain the seven grades be-
low them; they being themselves ordained
only by the Catholicos. They are subdi-
vided into many different ranks of honeur
and office, among which arc the chorepis-
copi, who act as aids and colleagues to di-
ocesan bishops; archbishops, a name ap-
plicd to almost all who have dioceses;
and patriarchs, who are clothed with au-
thority by the civil government over a
large extent of country, Many common
bishops besides are to be found, who have
o diocese, and were ordained with no
prospect of any, but discharge merely the
duties of common monks. All, of what-
ever rank, reside in convents, and arc to
he classed among their inhabitants.

The nintk grade is that of Catholicos.
This term oceurs early in ccclesiastical
history, as the title of an office in the
church, and was originally a mere Greek
adjective, connected with the word episco-
pos, to designate a bishop who presided
over a whole region. For, while the pa-
triarcks of Alexandria and Antioch, and
the primates of Ephesus, Heraclea and
Cesarea, presided over the five dioceses of
Egypt, the East, Asia, Thrace, and Pon-
tas, into which the castern Roman empire
was divided by Constantine the Great, we
find likewise catholicoses at the head of
different scctions of the church, without
the limits of the empire. ‘The metropoli-
tan of Persia, end the archbishop of Se-
leucia, first bore the title, acknowledging
still their dependance upon the see of An-
tioch. And in imitation of them, proba-
bly, the head of the Armenian and Geor-
gian churches afterward assumed it.

The peculiar duties of the Catholicos,
which also indicate the extent of his pow-
er, and the chief sources of his income,

- are, fo ordain bishops, and o consecrate
the meiron. Whoever wishes for episco-
pal ordination, in any part of the nation,
except within the narrow limits of the
dioceses of Sis and of Aghtamar, sccks
it at Echmiadzin. The ceremony is per-
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formed by the Catholicos, aided by six
bishops  And as it is not required that
every candidate have a diocese in view,
but merely present a certificate from his
convent that it has nced of his servicesas
a bishop, the number of applicants is suf:
ficient to stock wlmost every convent with
idle bishops, and to bring considerable re-
venue into the treasury of Echmiadzin.
For the gift that is communicated by the
laying on of hands, is not gratuitous. In
the absence of sufficient data for an ave-
rage of the price of ordination, I can only
give the following items.  One bishop is
credibly reported to have given 200 ducats,
(about $450) besides arother hundred
(about $225,) at the same time, for amass
for the soul of the deceased predecessor.
Another bishop declared to us, that in his
own case he gave nothing for ordination.
But on his arrival at the convent, he made
to the Catholicos a large present of cloth,
cutlery, and whatever clse of choice value
the place from which he came afforded,
together with a sum of money, called
tkissing the hands.’ He then solicited
the favour of distributing something among
the bishops and vartabeds of the convent;
and the Catholicos, saying © you need not
give yourself the trouble) appointed a
bishop to direct him how much to give to
each. ‘Thus three or four thousand pias-
tres were expended.  For the mass onthe
day of his ordination he gave also three
or four hundred; and a dinner for all the
monks, which followed, cost nearly a thou-
sand more. Being from Jerusalem, he
probably paid less than usual.

The meiron is the holy oil which is
used at confirmation, and various other
ccremonies, and is one of the principal
superstitions of the Armenians. Itssanc-
tity is commonly believed to be miracu-
lously attested, by its being made to boil
by the merc ceremony of consecration.
The boiling of the mciron, indeed, is to
Echmiadzin, what the light from the holy
sepulchre is to Jerusalem; though less su-
perstition is required to believe the former
than the latter.  For without attributing
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any very wonderful propertics to the bit
of the true cross, or to St. Gregory’s haund,
which arc used upon the occasion, the oil
may be made, by the nany other ingredi-,
ents which are put ipto it at its copscera-
tion, to exhibit all the phenomena of boil-
ing; while, although the light at the se-
pulchre may originate without fire, from
phosphorus or the rays of the sun, to se-
parate from it the property of burning,
can only be donz by a superstitious ima-
gination. ot only is the value of the
meiron cnhanced by many incredible sto-
ries of its miraculous propertics and cf
feets; but it is made by the laws of the
church absolutely neccssary to several or-
dinances, especially to that of confirma-
tion; and, heing a complete monopoly, it
becomes not an unprofitable speculation.
It is carricd through the nation by anovi-
7ag, or nuncio, who is a vartabed or bish-
op appointed to collect contributions for
the convent. Such agents are sent very
frequently wherever the Armenians are
seattered, to urge the claime of Echmiad-
zin upon the purses of all the spiritual

children of St. Gregory; and they are pe-
culiarly successful, when they carry in;

their pocket a Youle of meiron. For the
sacred gift is often carefully withheld until,
the people have produced what the agent’
is pleased to consider their quota of the
contribution.

In the vicinity of Echmiadzin, there
seems 10 be little less than a formal saleof
it.. The vartabed who visited Shoosha
while we were there, not only asted as
wekeel of the Catholicos, for the suppression
of heresy, but was clothed with the more
profitable office of novirag, for the collce-
tion of contributions, and distribution of
the meiron. Delegates of the different
villages visited him, and while the contri-
bution was fixed a1 =0 much per head, the
conditions or their receiving the meiron
were settled in.o manner not unlike a for-
mwal bargain in trade.  If the few data
that came.to our knowladze afford a cor-
rect, general average, the province of Kara-
hagh contributed upon that oceasion to the
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treasury  of Echnuadzmn, not far from ten
thousand dollars.  St. James's at Jerusa-
lem is tho only other Armenian convent.
which custom allows to cmploy novirags
to increasc its funds. Onc of them was
in this vicinity at the time of our journcy;
and although his convent does not manu-
fucture meiron, ho was aot without an ¢x-
pedient for enforcing its claims.  He ar-
gued in his preaching, it was said, that all
departed spirits have to toke Jerusatem in
their way to heaven; and that none are
allowed by 8t. James to pass, except such
as have contributed to his convent! Tn
reaping the harvest for his employers, the
novirag of cither convent always gleans
copiously for himself. For not only is he
entitled to the profits of every mass he
says, and to some other special contribu-
tions, but no vouchers being required to
the accounts he renders at the termination
of his mission, the wadest door is opencd
for cmbczﬂcmem And it is a well known
fact, at Jerusalem, thet almost every »novi-
rag returns rich,

Among the other sourecs of the Catho-
licos’s income, pilgrimages, and the glebes
of the convent, may be mentioned. Every
pilgrim is expected to pay, according to his
ability, for the privilege of visiting the
shrine of the holy Nluminator. The do-
mains of Echmiadzin formerly embraced

{ twenty-three villages, if we may believe

the secretary of the Catholicos, who affirm-
ed that its claims to that number were at-
tested by written documents from the Shah.
He said, however, that it had presenled to
the emperor allof them but three.  Among
the three retained, is the large village of
Vagharshabad.  The convent reecives the
capitation taxof a ducat, and twenty per
cent. of the produce —You need not be
reminded, that the Catiolicos receives all
this income, as kead of the convent, and
that, of course, all the expenses of thad
cxtensive establishment must be drawn
fromit. The sum to be thus deducted,
considering the number and character of
its inmates cannot be small.  When we
were there, the convent contained fourteen
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Wishops, forty-five or fifly variabeds, and
seven or cight deacons.

‘T'he patriarchal powerof the Catholicos,
in the appointment of bishops to their dio-
ceses and the direct control of their duties
as diocesuns, hus never, so far as we are
inforined, extended over the Armenians in
"Turkey, since the establishment of the pa-
trinarchate of Constantinople.  Still, wher-
ever the Avnenians venerate him as the
spiritual head of their church, are governed
by bishops of his ordination, depend upon
him for their meiron, and send to him their
contributions at the call of his novirags,
his influence cannot be small.  These rela-
tions the whole nation, with the exception
of the small dioceses of Aghtamarand Sis,
formerly sustuined to him. But since he
has become a subject of Russia, the Turk-
ish Armenians have felt themselves forced
by the Sultan’s jealousy of Russian espi-
onage and influence, to rcoounce them.
‘The patriarch of Constantinople inforined
us, in May of 1830, that for ubout two
years they had ceased to have any com-
munication with nim, and even to mention
his name in the mass. ‘Not,’ said he,
*that we have really deserted our Catholi-
cos; we are still attached to him, and this
is only a temporary mecasure, which cir-
cumstances have forced upon us.” - Gthers
affimed that the Turks had been given to
understand, that thie Catholicos of Sis was
now the head of the Armenian church in
Turkey. You will wish, after learning
the character of the present administration
of Echmiadzin, thut this disconnection
were something more than a temporary
pretence. It would certainly leave the
Armenians of Turkey more open to the
operations of missionaries. Even let its
influence in thut empire return to its for-
mer state, however, and it will hardly be
sufficient to throw insurmountable obsta-
cles in the way of missions.

The power which the Catholicos is to
enjoy in Russia, has hardly yet béen do-
fined. Wewere assured that the plan of
an ecclesiastial cstablishmont for the Ar.
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menians had been presented to the emperor
and approved by him; but it vas not yat
promulgated, and we did not learn its pro-
visions, At present, bishops are appointed
1o dioceses in the Russian territories, by the
synod of Ectuniadzin in connection with
the civil power. The synod sends the
names of two or three candidates to the
emperor, and he selects one for the office.
The following ave the diosesans now sub-
ject to Russia, according to a statement
given us by the secretary of the Catholigos,
and agreeing with infornmacion from ano-
ther intelligent gentleman; iz the bishops
of Bessarabia, Astrakhan, Tiflis, Akhalt-
sikhe, Erivan, Dateyv, Kantsasar, Shama-
khy, Sheky, (subject o the bishops of
Tuflis,) and Tatcos Arakeal now ut Nakk-
chevan, On the side of Persia, the se-
cretary said there was a bishop at Tebriz,
asecord at Isfuhan, and a thivd in Hindos-
tan, with Bagdad and Bussorah under hism
Headded alsc a written list of twenty-
three diocesans in Turkey; but owing,
perhaps, to the constantly varying numbsr
and limuts of the dioceses in that empire,
we did not find it correet, and I shall not
enumerate them.  Indeed he warned us
that the list for the Russian hranch of the
church, was truc only for the present mo-
ment, as an order had just come down from
the emperor, for an cntirely new arrange-
ment. In connection with our conversa-
tion upon the dioceses of his church, the
seeretary asked for our esumatz of th:
mmter of his nation, and we mentioned
about 2,000,000. Ieassented that such s
the number usually written, bu, deelared st
to be his own opiuion, that 10,000,000
would be nearer the truth; for, it being un-
derstood by all, that money was to be
puid when Lishops made their visits, great
numbers concealed themszlves, and thus
failed of being recorded !

An interesting question, suggested by
this view of the orders of the Armenian
clergy, demands here a moment’s atten-
tion. 'What morc general classification
of the nine grades now cnumerated,
is recognized by the Armmenian:?  Phe
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sceretary of the Catholicos, one of the
most  intelligent of the vartabeds at
Echmiadzin, replied to this question,
that all the clergy belong cither to the
deaconkood or priesthood,i. ¢. cither to the
class which can, orto that which cannot,
say mass; and he denied that ony ¢riple
classification is recognized. Two of the
most intelligent bishops we have found,
firmly denied the propricty of any classifi-
cation into less than seven divisions;
whish are the scven lower grades, the
bishops and catholicos being considered
only as branches of the seventh grade or
priesthood, differing in dignity. Andthe
leading vartabeds of onc convent assented
to the idea, that all above deacons are
merely priests of different dignity. Only
one individual, an old bishop at Echmiad-
zin, admitted three general orders; and ho
knew not in which of them some of the
grades should be classed.  Indeed,theidea
seemed to have been first suggested to him
by our question, and te have pleased him
from its analogy to Paul’s triple division of
heaven, .the rcason he assigned for admit-
ting o triple classification of the clergy.
If wesay there is an essential difference
between the priest and the bishop, because
the latter only con ordain the former, we
must admit, for the same reason, as essen-
tial a difference between the bishop and the
Catholicos. If we go to the ordination
ceremony of cach grade, and regard its
esscnee as consisting in the laying on of
hands, as its name in Armenian imports,
we can make no general classification, for
cach of the nine grades is conferred by the
imposition of hands. If anointing with
oil be regarded as the cssential part of or-
dination, we shall then leave out the first
six grades entirely, and have the pricsts,

bishops,andCathelicos fu. thethreecardinal

orders, since they and they only arc anoint-
«d with meiron at ordination. The ton-
sure cannot be regarded os an essential
part of ordination in any case among the
Annenians, though it is customarily per-
formed upon those who are admitted to
onc of the four lowest grades. A shaven
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crown is often seen among the commo
people.

To complete our view of the Amenia
monastic clergy, a few remarks need to b
added upon diocesan biskops, who also.
when practicable, always reside in con-
vents.  Being sclected from the mass of
bishopswith whichall the large convents are
stocked, more through the influence of in-
triguc, money, or respectability of family,
than out of regard to real merit, they orc
apt to bc as ignorant as their companions,
and sometimes actually know little or no-
thing of the ancient language, or of the
books contained in it. A young wekeel
of intelligence and cducation supplics
their deficiencies, and transacts their busi-
ness.  Their habits and moral character
are not known to differ at all from those of
the other inhabitants of convents. One
, was not long since sent from Echmiadzin to
a neighbouring diocese, to act as colleague
to an aged bishop, who had reached his do-
tage. He first beat the oldwman into
a disclosure of his treasures, and then for-
ccd him to leave his diocese entircly. Two
vartabeds died suddenly soon afier, as if
by poison; and the new bishop, with a
haughty contempt of public opinion, car-
ried his dissolutenessto the extent of keep-
ing mistresses openly in his convent. ‘The
people at last made their complaints to be:
heard by government, and he was recalled
to Echmiadzin. Loveof gainand of plea-*
sure is rarely carried by bishops, it is true,
to this excess of open violence and de-
bauchery ; but with hardly an exception,”
they use every practizable gquiet method of
fleecing their flocks, as may be seen by a
view of their sources of income.

A diocesan’s establishment consists of
all the inmates of the convent in which he
resides, and heis believed to have no purse
distinct from its general treasury. Taking
into the account, therefore, that all its ex-
pences are drawn from his resourees, we
may reckon his first source of incometobe
the funds of his convent. Convents ere
gencrally possessed of property, in lands,

tenants and live stock, which affords
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the only support of their inmates, unless
fhe residence of a bishop, or the possession
f some object of pilgrimage gives them
sther resourees.  The convent of Datev
»wns sixteen villages, including that of
Datev itsclf, from which it received under
the Persian government both the caitation
and the land taxes. The whole of the
former, and halfof the latter, is now claim-
ed by the Russian emperor.  8till, thecon-
vent is supposed to have derived from them
in 1830, about 500 chetverts (150,000 Ibs.)
of grain—A second source of income is
ordination fees, No bishop, it is believed,
ordains a priest without pay. The bishop
of Kantsasar will ordain no one for less
than fifty silver roubles, (about %37.50,)
and whoever will contribute that sum is
pretty sure to receive the imposition of his
hands. The bishop of Datev also de-
mands fifly, or at the least twenty-five sil-
ver roubles.  Such universal simony, be-
sides converting the cpiscopate into an of-
fice for the sale of benefices, introduces the
most unworthy man into the sacred profes-
sion, and multiplics the pricsts' far beyond
the number which can be so supported as
to leave them free for the dutics of their
profession.—The third is marringe fees.
No person can marry without a license
from his bishop, for which in ordinary
cases he must pay, in this vicinity, a silver
rouble, (about 75 cts.) And besides, the
church has so multiplied the prohibited
degrees of affinity, as to leave amanbut o
very limited circle from which to select
his wifd, unless he infringe upon some can-
on, and an extra sum only will obtain the
necessary lisenseto do that. A widower,
morcover, can take a virgin only by pay-
ing his bishop well for the forbidden privi-
lege; nothingbut a handsome present will
render a third marriage Jegal; and the
cxpense of a fourth can be borne only by
the very rich.  The fourth is the inheri-
tance of all wlio dic childless. At the
death of cvery man somcthing usually
goces to the bishop.  If a man die without
children, real or adopted, he claims his
whole cstate, except a seventh which falls
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to the widow.—The fift% is from the death
of pricsts, All the clothes and furniture
of adceeased priest go at once to the bish-
op. Then, in this vicinity, fifteen silver
roubles are demanded for the funcral sacri
fice, which however the bishop never
makes, but pockets the moncy. And be-
sides, he cxacts four and a half silver rou-
bles for the grave, and the same sum for
the buria} service.  Reflect now that the
pricsts arc perhaps never frecholders, and
you will sec that the bishops get nearly or
quite all their estates.—They receive, also,
by means of charity-boxes in the churches,
and through other mediums, occasional
contributions from the people. And in
some parts of Turkey they regularly sell
each parish to its priest for a stipulated
price per annum, hesides claiming a fixed
per-centage of all baptismal and other fees.
That such is their practice in Armenia, 1
cannot affirm. In fact, you must regard
this view of the income of bishops as im-
perfect; the particular sums, especially,
are probably true of only one ortwo dio-
ceses.

You will ask, what spiritual services
do the diocesans render their people, in
return for so much money extracted from
them? It is said that they somctimes
preach upon special occasions, but we
heard of no instance, except at Tcbriz.
They sometimes send out their vartabeds
to preach, and make visitations as their
vicars, but very rarely, and then only to
collect contributions. Not an instanc@ is
known where a bishop keeps his varta-
beds preaching for the instruction of his
charge.  So that, instead of hearing the
gospel proclaimed, the people rarcly listen
to a sermon, the sole object of which is
net to get money. If ever the bishop
madies a visitation of his diocese in person,
it has the sante pecuniary object. The
resultis, that his approach, or that of his
vicar, is Jooked upon as a great calamity.
As confirmation, however, in the Armeni-
an church, devolves not upon bishops, and
as ordination, their principal duty, can be
done in their convents, they never, in these
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pasts, trewble themselves wah personally
visiting thew dioceses.

With such a vicw of the eharacter of
tie bishops of Arnienians before you, you
will be sorry that Tam obliged to add, that
their influence over the munds of the peo-
pic is very great. In some instances, in-
deed, tie voice of the laity is sufficiently
lnud to overvule their wishes, but they are
extvemely gare.  Ignorance and supersti-
tior are generally oo prevalent, to allow
resietance or disobedicnee to be thought of.
The resprer yickded to tha, however, is
the eficet of (ear yather than of esteem,
Witit them is lodged the teemendous pow-
er of execemmunication, v hich is believed
both to shut the gates of heaven eflfectyally
against all who incur its anathemas, and
1 bring along with it the severest temporal
indzment upan their persons and property.

The sceular or parish pricsthood.

Their azpointinent resis with the m-
habitants of the village where they  officr
ate, and of which they arc ahinost always
chemseltes natives The lay are cnttded
toq voice in the affairs of tfe chwmch n
~ome ather respects, but thar rights seem
never to huve been reduced to any regular
form, cither by law or custain.
mittecs are appointed, and when a ques-
tion oceurs which seems to requive the
apinion of his people, the priest merdy
ealls perhaps a few of the acknowledged
Teaders of his pavish to the shurch door
afier seyviee, for the purpose of consulta-
ten The aight of electing thar own
pricsts the laity universally exerase, and
rarcly, if ever, does n bishop attempt to
interfere with §t, by imiposing upon them
ene without their request, or contiary to it
The inliabitants of a town or village fix
npon some one of thewr number, pay lus
ardination fee to the bishop, and he of
eorese becomes thar priest. Should the
Arinenian churclhever engage in the strug-
s of a veformation, this invaluable right,
neag atrealy in their possession, will not
freome of the many for which the laity
sl aave 0 contend.  Its vaulue secms

No com-
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now, however, to be exiromely small
Not even do the people avail themszlves of
it to reduce their priests to the wmoderate
number which they can respectably sup-
port.  The propoertion of priests in the
villages, will average at feast one to every
fifty fanulies; in the towns, it is soms-
what les. T must add, 100, that though
their cleetion rests with the people, ther
brshiop has the power of deposing them at
willy amd the apprehension of such an
event makes them perfectly submissive to
the nod of the higher clergy.

Of thieir qualifications the niost impoc-
tant in us practical bearing 1s marnage.
So cautiously do the regulations of the
church gnard against allowing an unmar-
ried elergy to have the cure of souls, that
they require every parish priest not only to
be married, but 10 hive one child, before he
is ordained ; and if a priest’s wife dies, he
15 at once to acthe to a convent.  The lat-
ter regulation, however, is not strictly cx-
ccuted in case of great age, aud where
under Turkish law the ceelesiastical au-
thorines are but imperfoctly obeyed. A
priest thus become a widower and admit-
ted to « convent, takes the rank of varta-
bed, and is admissible to the highest cccle-
stastical grades.  The age requisite for
adaission to priest’s orders is twenty-five
but we are not certain that this regulation
1s not frequently dispensed with.  The
least literary and doctrinal qualifications
required by law, are that candidates shall
be acquainted with the scriptures, and be
orthedox in sentiment.  But in practice,
the former is never exacted, nor the latier
mdeed any farther than that they es:un
by proxy to the question whether they be-
lieve in the right creed, without being
made o vepeat it The only education
wineh 15 actually required as necessary, ts
an abiduy to read  To kuow how to
write is not deemed essential, and in some
cases at least is actwally dispensed with.
Much less is @ knowledge of the Jangnage
i which the church books are written de-
maaded.  Iu n word, the priests are oftrn
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helow the comion standard of respecta-
hty i talent and educatson.

Of the Zabits and ckaracter of the par-
1sh priesthood, we can give you, with some
unportant exceptions, (of which we were
encouraged to hape the father of our lost
might be one,) but a bad account.  They
mike no cffort to improve thewr own minds,
nor those of their people, in literary or re-
hgious knowledge; but are givento do-
lence and the pleasures of the table. A
siare of the sucrifices being pairt of their
mcome, they are of course invited to them
ally and their very profession thus leads
them to be gormandizers and hard drink-
ers. It is afirmed that an Armcman
priest will drink twouy botdes of wine
at a feast!  The repore scems incredible
cvenan the viemity of the wine-lubbing
Georgians and Mingrelians; still us very
existence, though false, show's that the evil
18 not aslight one,  “Lhe temptation 1s sv
strong, thut young men of good habuts be-
forc entering the profussion, have been
obscrved to give way to it, and soon assi-
milate themselves to the common charucter
of the pricsthood, which is decidedly low-
er than that of the generality of the laity.
While we were at Shoosha, a priest once
went to tvening prayers so intoxicated,
that he full to quarselling with the people
who had assembled, unul they were obliged
to thrust him out of the church, and go
home with their praycers unsaid.  "The oc-
currence made some talk for a day or two,
but was soon forgotten as no very strange
thing; and the vartabed, who as wekecl
of the Catholicos just at that time degra-
ded another priest for sending Ius children
to the nussionary school, did not regard it
as worthy of attention.—With such a view
of the qualifications and character of the
priests before you, you nced hadly be
told that thewr influence is very small.
They are not respected, and their reproofs
mebut Jutle regarded, not being backed,
like those of the higher clergy, by the
dreaded power of excommunicatien.

In looking atthe dutics of the Armens-
an parish pricsts we must pass ovar
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preaching entieely.  That beiongs to the
sartabeds.  We heard indeed of two or
three pricsts, (and they were not more than
two orthres,) whoattaept it, but it is con
sidered rather as an eatraserviee, than ax
devolving upon themy by the ollization of
their  office.  Their routine of duty lies
in the performance of the churcii seivices,
in confessing, baptizing, marying, bury-
ing, and the hke.  Of the church warvies,
the celcbration of mass is the principal,
and is in fact the distinctive business of’
their ofiice. Tor we shall not zot acor-
rect idea of the priesthood of the Arme-
mat, any more than of the Rowmishchureh,
until we leave the New Testament minis-
try entuddy, aud go back to the old dis
pensation.  Like the Jowish priesthood,
they arc designed to offer giils and sacre
fices for the sins of the people, and thatis
done by the supposed sacrfice off Christ
in the celchiation of mass. Even the
customs of that dispensation arc imitated
in some of the observances of cercmoniai
purity. In order to prevent the contami-
nation which might otherwise result, and
whiclt would entirely disqualify him for
s0 holy a duty, the pricst is bound by the
cauons to separate himself from his faily
and slecp in the church for fifteen nights
previous to saying mass.  Ile then says
mass fiftecen days; and vemaing fificen
days afterward before joining his family
During the first and the last fifieen days,
he makes wafers for the mass, Laptizes,
adinjnisters the viaticum, and the like
When the priests are few, which happens
in all villages and in some towns, these
rules, of course, cannot be strictly adhered
to; but even then the priests are supposerl
to sleep m a separate room in their houses
As an initiation to this system of segre-
zanon, every priest is obliged, immedi-
ately afier his ordination, to tast forty
days, shut up in the church or some room
comncctedd with i, and eating but once a
day.

The inzome of the pricsts is denved
entirely from perquisites.  We could not
learn that any church in this region has



150

funds or glebes, und our informant to-
mght assured us that if they had, the con-
vents would take possession of them.  In
some parts of Turkey the churches are
tndeed rich; but even there their income,
so far as we have learned, is not appro-
priated to the support of the priests, butto
the purchase of candles and other orma-
ments.  Raxely, if ever, do the clergy
engage personally in the labours of the
field, in any trade, or in merchandize.
‘Though in the latter, perhaps, they some-
times vest their funds through the agency
of another, and in the former their chils
dren and hired men are often cmployed to
merease the revenue yielded by sources
properly clerical.  One of these resources
15 baptism.  For it the priest reccives,-in
this vicinity, from one to three penabads.
Another is marriage, which yiclds him a
silver rouble. A third is the burial of the
decad; for which he is paid, according to
circumstances, from u penabad to two sil-
ver roubles; besides recciving whatever
the sympathics of fricnds may deposit in
a plate that is placed upon the breast of
the dcad as they go to kiss the cross by
lus side at the funeral. For confession
nothing is dircctly charged. But when-
cver an individual goes to the communion,
which is of course immediatcly after con-
fession, he finds the Gospel and a plate
placal by his confessor at the churchdoor,
onc of which hc kisses, and in the other
deposits a sum of moncey, perhaps less
than o penabad.  Qr, according to.ano-
ther custom, cach confessor rcccives an
extra sum from his parishioners during the
fificen days of his turn for saying mass,
cither deposited upon a plate that is carri-
cd around the church, or given to him
privatcly at his room. DMasscs for the
dead always procure for the officiator a
small sum of moncy, perhaps a penabad,
besides his share of the sacrifice that usu-
ally accompanies them.  Simple prayers
«re said gratis for the deccased fricnds of
the poor, and o donation is expected only
{rom the vich.  For blessing the houscs of
his parishioncrs, also, which hic does at
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Christmas and at Easter, the priest re-
ceives  perhaps half & penabad.  In
some places, also, where the ceremony
consists in saying prayers over bread and
salt, while the salt is thrown into the cis-
tern, and one loaf left for the family, «
sccond loaf falls to him.  The only thing
that looks like a regular salary in this
system of clerical support is, that some
churches have a permanent box for con-
tributions to the pricst, and in some villa-
ges he receives a small quantity of grain
from his parishioncers.

How Jamentable must be the cffect,
both upon pricst and people, of doling out
thus in retail the services of religion. It
makes every morsel of spiritual food al-
most as much an article of merchandize
and barter, as is the meat that is sold in
the market for the nourishment of the body.
And besides, sofar as anti-scriptural cere-
monies arc sources of profit, it must sct
the priesthood in opposition to missionary
cfforts, for thosc cfforts touch directly their
most sensitive part, the purse.  You will
recollect, in conclusion, how much of the
amount thus scraped together in pittances
by the priests from the labouring people, is
poured at their deccase into the laps of
the monastic clergy, to be hoarded up in
golden church ornaments and costly cleri-
cal robes, or to be expended in the suppeort
of uscless indolence.”

TESTIMONY AND MEMORIATL OF A CONVEN-
TION OF PRESDYTERIAN MINISTERS AND
ELDERS ASSEMELED AT PHILADELIHIL, MAY
1837—ADDRESSED TO THE GENERAL as-
SEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCIE OF
THF. UNITED STATES.

When any portion of the Church of
Jesus Christ is called in his providence to
take  step which may materially affect
their Master’s cause, and influence for
good or ill the destinics of large portions
of mankind through successive generations,
it is a very plain, as well as solemn i
tv, t9 state cely the reasens of their
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conduct—the evils of which they com-
plain—the objects at which they aim—
and the remedies which they propose.
This Convention, consisting of one hun-
dred and twenty-four members, of whom
one hundred and twelve are delegated by
fifty-four Presbyterics, and twelve by mi-
noritics in cight other Presbyterics, all of
which members are ministers or ruling cl-
ders of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America, after mature
deliberation, full consultation with cach
other, and carnest prayer to God for di-
rection, have agreed on the following me-
morial, and do hercby respectfully lay it
before the General Assembly now in ses-
sion, and through it before all the church-
¢s and the whole world, as our solemn, and
as we trust cffcctive Testimony against
cvils which faithfulness to God, and to
the world, will no longer permit us to cn-
dure. .

That we have not been rash and hasty,
nor manifested a factious opposition, to cr-
rors and disorders, which were only of
small extent, or recent introduction, is man-
ifestly proven by the fact that these evils
have been insidiously spreading through
our Church for many years, and that they
have at length become so mature, and so
diffused, as not only to pervade large por-
tions of the Church, but to reign trium-
phantly over the body itself, through suc-
cessive General Asscmblies.  On the oth-
er hand, that we have not been wholly
faithless to our Master and to truth, we ap-
peal to the constant efforts of some through
the press and pulpit—to the fim and con-
sistent course of some of our Presbyte-
rics and Synods—to the faithful conduct
of the minorities in the Assemblics of 1831,
2, 3, 4, and 6,—to the Act and Testimony
—to0 the proceedings of the Conventions of
Cincinnati in 1831, and Pittsburgh in
1833, and to the noble Assembly of 1835.

‘We contend especially and above all for
the trutk, as it is made known to us of God,
for the salvation of men. We conterd
for nothing clsc, cxeept as the result or
support of this incstimable treasure. Tt is
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beeause this is subverted that we grieve,
it is beeause our standards teach it, that we
bewail their perversion; it is because our
Church order and discipline prescrve, de
fend, and diffuse it, that we weep over
their impending ruin. It is against error
that we emphatically Lear our t(stimany,
—crror dangerous to the souls of men, dis-
honouring to Jesus Christ, contrary to his
revealed truth, and utterly at variance with
our standards. Error, not as it may he
freely and openly held by others, in this
age and land of absolute religious free-
dom; but error held, and taught in the
Presbyterian Church, preachied and written
by persons who profess to receive and
adopt our seriptural  Standards—promoted
by socicties operating widely through ow
churches—reduced into form, and openly
embraced by almost entire Presbyteries
and Synods—favoured by repeated acts of
successive General Assemblies, and at last
virtually sanctioned to an alarming cxtent
by the numcrous Asscmbly of 1836,

To be more specific, we hereby sct forth
in order,somc of the doctrinal errors against
which we bear testimony, and which we,
and the churches, have conclusive proof,
arc widely disseminated in the Presbyte-
rian Church.

IN RELATION TO DOCTRINE.

Resolved, That the next General As-
sembly, should express their decided con-
demnation of the following errors, which
are alleged to have obtained currency in
the Presbyterian Church, viz:

1. That God would have been glad to pre-
vent tho existence of gin iu our world, but
wag not able, without destroying the moral
agency of man, or that for aught that ap-
pears in the Bible to the contrary, sin is -
cidental to any wise moral system.

2. That clection to eternal life is found-
ed on a foresight of faith and obedience.

8. That we have no more todo with the
first sin of Adam than with the sinsofany
other parent.

4. That infants come into the world, as

free from moral defilement as was Adam,
when he was created.

5. That infants sustain the same relation
to the moral government of God in this
world as brute animals, and that their suf-
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terings and death are to he acconnted for,
on the sawe primciples as those ot brutes,
and nol by any tnedns to be considered as
penl.

o ‘That there is no otheroriginal sin than
the fact that all the postetity of Adam,
thotgh hy mature innocent, or possessed of
no moral character, Wil always begin tosin
when they begin to exercise moral agency §
that onginal sin dues not include a sintul
as of the human mind, and a just expo-
sure to penal sufterings and that there is no
evidence w Scrpture, that infants, in order
to salvation, do need redemption by the
slnod of Christ, and regencration by the
Holy Ghost.

7. Tnatthe docttine of imputation,wheth.
er of the guilt of Adam’s sin or of the
sizhteousness ot Christ, has no foundation
m’ the word of Gad, and is both unjust ang
absurd.

&. ‘That the sufferingsand death of Christ
were not truly vicanous and penal, bat
svmbolical, governmnental, and instructive
only.

9. ‘That the impenitent sinner is by na-
ture, and independently of the renewing
wiluence or almighty energy of the Holy
Spint, in full possession of ull the ability ne-
cessary to a full compliance with all the
commands of Gud.

10 ‘That Chyist never intercades for any
but those who are actually united to him by
taith ; or that Christ daes not intercede
tor the elect unul after their regenera-
uon.

[I. That saving faith is the mere belief of
the word of God, und not 2 graceof the Ho-
Iy Spirit.

12, That regeueration is the act of the
sinner himself, and that it consists in a
change of his governing purpose, which he
himself must produce, and wiich is the re-
suit, not of any direct nfluence of the Ho-
1y Spirit on the heart, but chicfly, of aper-
suasive exhibition of the truth analagous
to the influence which one man exerts over
the mind of another; or that regenemtion
is not an instantancous act, buta progressive
work.

13. That God has done all that ke cando
for the salvation of alt men, and that man
tumself must do the rest.

14. That God cannot exert suchinfluence
on the minds of wen, as shall nake it cer-
tain that they will choose and act m a par-
ticular manaer without impairing their moral
agency.

15. That the righteousness of Christ is
not the role zround of the sinner’s aceept-
ance with God ; and that in no scase does
the righteousness of Christ becotre vurs.
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I16. That the reason why some differ froin
athers m regard 1o thewr reception of the
Gospel 15, that they make thewmselves to
differ.

It is impossible to contemplate these «¢r-
rors withuut peteeiving, that they strike at
the foundatton of the system of Gospe
grace 3 and that, trom the days o1 Pelagios
and Cassian to the present hour, their re-
ception hus umfoumly warked the charae-
ter of a Chuich apostabizing from ¢« the
taith vnce delivered to the saints,” anid
siking to deplonable conuption,  ‘To
bear a pubhc and open testimony against
thuein, and as far as possible to banish them
(rom the ** houschald of faith,” 15 a Jutv
which the Presbyterian Church owes to her
Master in heaven, and without which it is
itnpossible to fuMfil the great purpose for
whirh she was founded by her divine Head
and Lord. And this Convention is con-
scious that in pronouncing these errors un-
scriptural, rauaical, and highly dangerous, 1t
is actuated by no feeling of party zeal;
buta firm and growing persnasion that such
evrors cannot f2il in their uktimate ceffect, to
subvert the fuundation of Chnsuan hape,
and to destroy the sculs of men. The
watchinen on the walls of Zton would be
traitors to the trust reposed in them, were
thuy not to cry aloud, and proclaim asolemn
warning agamst opinions so corrupt and de-
lusive.

1N RELATION TG CHURCII ORDER.

Believing the Presbyterian For: of Gov-
ernmnent to be that instituted by the inspi-
ted Apostles of the Lord,in the carly church,
and sanctioned, if ot commanded in the
scattered notices contained sn the New
Testament, on the gencral subject, our
hearts ching 1o it 2s to that order approved
by revelation of God, and made manifest
by long experience, as the best wnethod of
preserving and spreading his truth.  When
that truth is in danger we hold hut the more
steadfastly to our distinctive church order,
a3 affording the best methad of detesting
and vanqusshiog error, ‘I'kat any form of
alministration should totally prevent evil, is
manifestly impossible wiile men continne
as they are 3 and it is no small praise to the
institutions of our church, that they so
nearly reached thigresult, as to be incapable
of regular action in the hands of thosc who
are themselves corrupt.  ‘They live with
and for the truth; to spread error, they
must be perverted 3 and before a general
apostacy, Presbyterian order must always
perish.

Thus it has been in these evil times. A-
bundant proef 1s Lefore this Coaventivi,
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and indeed before the whole world, that the
principles of our system have been univer-
salty departed from, by those who have de.
parted from our faith; and that generally
that has heen done with equal steps.  Or
if, as there is reason to fear, some pottions
of the church, still hold the external form
of Presbyterianism, and deny the power of
its sacred doctrines, they are those only,
who, in attaching themselves to us, have
either evaded subscription to our creed—or
subscribed without believingit. Itisenough
that any system should exclude honest er-
rorists—and speedily detect, if it cannot ex-
clude those who are olherise.

Among the departures from sound Pres-
byterian erder, against which we fecl called
on to testify, as marking the times, are the
following :

I. The formation of Presbyteries without
defined and reasonabdle limits, or Presbyte-
ries covering the same territory, and espe-
cially such a formation founded on doctri-
ual repulsions or affinitics, thus introducing
schistn into the very vitals of the baCy.

2, The refusal of Presbyterics when re-
quested by any of their members, to exa-
mine all applicants for admission into them,
as to their soundness in the faith, or touch-
ing any other matter connected with a fair
Presbyterial standing, thus concealing and
conniving at error, in the very stronghold
of truth.

3. The licensing of persons to preach the
Gospel, and the ordaining to the office of
the ministry such as not only accept of our
standards merely for substance of doctrine,
and others who are unfit and ought to be
excluded for want of qualification—but of
many cven who operly deny fundamental
principles of truth, and preach and publish
radical errors as already set forth,

4. The formation of a2 great multitude
and variely of creeds wbich are often in-
compatible, false, and contradictory of each
other and our Confession of Faith and of
the Bible ; but which even if trmeare neced-
less, secing that the public and authorised
standards of the Church are fully sufficient
for the purposes for which such formularies
were introduced : nemely, as public test-
monies of our faith and practice, as aids to
the teaching of the people truth and right-
cousness, and as instruments of ascertain-
ing and preserving the upity of the Spirit
in the bonds of peace; it being understood
that we do not object to the use of a brief
abstract of the doctrines of our Confession
ol" Faith, in the public reception of private
members of the Church.

5. The needless ordination of a multitude
of mento the office of Evangelist, and the
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consequent tendency to a general neglect
of the pastoral «flice 3 1o frequent and hurt-
ful changes of pastoral velations; to the
multiplication of spurious ¢xcilements, and
the consequent spread of heresy and fi
naticism, thus weakening and bunging into
contempt the ordinary and stated agents
and means, for the conversion of sinners,
and the ccification of the bady of Chuist.

6. The disuse of the oflice of ruling cl-
ders in portions of the Church, and the
consequent growth of practices aad princ:-
ples entirely foreign to our system ; thus
depriving the pastors of needtul assistants
in discipline, the pecple of proper guules
in Christ, and the churches of suitable re-
presentatives in the ecclesiastical triunals.

7. The electing and ordumning ruling
clders, with the express undesstanding
that they are to serve but tor wluated
time..

S. A progressive change inthe system of
Presbyterial representation in the General
Assembly, which has been persisted in by
those holding the ordinary mjorities, und
carried out into detail by those disposed to
take undue advantage of existing opportu-
nities, until the actual representation sel-
dom exhibits the true state of the Church,
and many questiors of the deepest interest
have been decided contrary to the fairly as-.
certained wishes of the majonty of the
Church and people in our communion, thus,
virtually subverting the essential piinciples
of freedom, justice, and equality, on which
our whole system rests,

9. The unlimited and irresponsible pow-
er, assumed by several ascociations of men
under varioug names, to exercis2 authority
and influence, direct and indirect, over
Presbyteries, as to their ficld of labour,
place of residence, and mode of aclion :n
the difticult circumstances of our Church,
thus actoally throwing the control of affairs
in large portions of tlie Church, and some-
times in the General Assembly itself, out of
the hands of the Presbyteries into those ot
single individuals or Small committees locat-
ed at a distance.

10. The unconstitutional decisions ang
violent nrocecdings of several General As-
semblies, and especially those of 1832, 3.4,
and 6, directly or indirectly subverting
some of the fundamental principlesof Pres-
byterian government—effectually discoun-
tenancing discipline, if not rendenng it
impossiblc, and plainly conniving atand fa.
vouring, if not virtually affirming as true,
the whole current of false doctnine which
lias been for years setting into our Chureh,
thus making the Church itself a principal
actor in its owen dissolution and run.
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IN RELATION TO DISCIPLINE.

That a state of affairs even approaching
to that over which we now mourn should
obstruct the exercise of Discipline, may
not only be easily supposed, but unhappily
the very evils which rendered it imperative-
Iv neceseary, conspired to prevent the pos-
sthility of its regular cxercise. A Church
unsovnd in farth is necessarily corrupt in
practice. Truth is in order to Godliness ;
and when it ccases to make us pure, itis
no longer considered worthy of being con-
tended for.

With the woful departures from sound
doctrine, which we have already pointed
ont,and the grievous declensions in Church
order heretofore stated, has advanced step
by step, the ruin of all sound discipline in
largeportions of our Church, until in some
places our very name is becoring a public
scandal, and the proceedings of persons
and churches connected with some of our
Preshyteries, are hardly to he defended
fiom the accusations of being bYlasphemous.
Amongst other evils, of which this Conven.
tion and the Church have full proof, we
specify the following :

1. The impossibility of obtaining a plain
and sufficient sentence against gross errors,
cither in thesi, ovr when found in books
printed under the names of Preshyterian
ministers,or when such ministers have been
directly or personally charged.

2. The public countenance thus given to
ertor, and the complete security in which
~ur vwn members have  preached and pub-
lished in newspapers, pamphlets, periodi-
cals, and books, things utterly subversive
of our system of truth and order, while
none thought it possible (except in a few,
2nd they alnost fruitless, attempts) that dis-
cipline could be exercised, and therefore
none attempted it.

<. The disordedy and unseasonable meet-
ings of the people, in which unauthorized
wnd incempetent persons conducted wor-
<hip in @ manner shoching to public decen-
3 ; females often leading in prayer, in pro-
miscuons assembilics, and sometimesin pubd-
lic sustruetion ; the losty admission to
church privileges, and the failure to excr-
cise any wholesome discipline aver those
«vho subscquently fell into sin, evenof a
;ullic and scandalous hind ; and by these
1 other disorders, grieving and alienating
the pious members of our churches, and so
“Nirz many of thetn with rash, ignorant,
nd unconserted persons, 28 gradually to
testrey all visible disunetions between the
Chureh and the world.

f Wale mary of our ministers have
M pagated evmr with great zeal, and dis-
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turbed the Church with irregular and disor-
derly conduct ; some have entively given
up the stated preaching of the Gospel, oth-
ers have turned aside to secolar pursoits,
and others still while nominally engaged in
some part of Christian effort, have embark-
ed in the wild and extravagant speculations
w..'hich have so rewarhably signahzed the
times, thus tending to secularize and dis-
organize the very minstry of reconcilia-
tion,

5. The formation in the bosom of our
churches, aud ecclesiastical bodies, of par-
ties ranged against each other, on personal,
dpqtginal, and other questions ; strtes and
divisions amongst our people~bitter con-
tentions amongst many of our ministors: a
general weakening of mutua! confidence
and affection : and, in some cases, a resort
to measures of violence, duplcity, and in-
Justice totally incorsistent with the Chns-
tian nare.

METHOD OF REFORM,

Such being the state of things in the
DPresbyteran Church, we believe that the
time is fully comne, for the adoption of some
measures, which shall speedily furnish reiief
from the evils already referred to, Under
this conviction, we present ourselves res-
pectfully before you, praying you to lose no
time, in 5o adjusting the important matters
at issue, as to restore at onco purity and
peace to our distracted Church., We are
ahliged ta record our most solemn and sct-
tled belief, that the elements of our present
discord are no'v too numerous, too exten-
sively spread and essentially opposed, to
warrant any hope that they can, in any way,
be composed, so long as they are compress-
ed within the limuts of our present ecclesi-
astical organization. Mutual confidence is
gone, and is not to be restored by any tem-
ponsing measures. This is a sad, but a
pain truth. Ttisa result over which the
Church has long mourned, and at which the
wuild hasscoffed—but for the production of
which we, and those who agree with us,
cannot hold ourselves responsible, firmly
believing, as we do, that we are, inthis
controversy, contending for the phin and
obvious principles of Presbyterran doctrine
and polity. Ina wordatnecds but a glance
at the general character, the personal affi-
nities,and the geogruphical relations of those
who are antagonists in the present contest,
to be satisfied that our present evils have
not originated within,but have been brought
from without, and are, ina great degree,
the consequences of an uanaturdl inter-
mixture of two systems of ccclesiastical ac-
tion, which are, in many respects, entirely
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oppusile intheir natureand operation. Two
umportant families in the great Chustian
community, who might have lived peace-
fully under different roofs, and maintained
a friendly intercourse with each other,
have been brought beneath the same roof,
and yet without an entire incorporation. —
Contact has not produced real union, except
in a comparatively few instances: on the
contrary, original differonces of opinions
and prejudices in relation to the principles
of government and order, in many points
of great practical moment, have, fora num-
ber of years, been widening i+ stead of nar-
rowing—and those who avowd have been
friendly as neighboms, have, at last, by be-
ing forced togethcrin the same dwelling,
after many and painful conflicts, furnished
abundant evidence of the necessity of sume
effectual remedy. We cannot counsent to
meet any longer upon the floors of the se-
veral judicatories, to contend against the vi-
sible inroads of a systewr, which,whetherso
designed or nat, 8 cuppling our energies,
and which, by obvivus but covert advances,
IMenaces our very existence. We are in
danger of being driven out from the home
of our childhood.

While, however, we complain and testify
against the operations of this unnatural, un.
wise, and unconstitutional alliance just re-
ferred to, we wish 1t to be distinctly under-
stood that we do it, chiefly because of our
sincerc behef that the doctrinal purity of
our ancient Confession of Faith 18 endan-
gered, and not because of the preferences
we have for a particular system of mere
church government and disciphne. We
hold the latter to be important mainly from
their relation to the former. Hence, we
wish it to be distinctly understood, that e
have not, nor do we wish to have, any con-
troversy with the systemn of Congregational
<hurch government upon its own terntory.
Towards the churches of New England,
which stand fast in the faith once delivered
to the sants—towards the distinguished
and excellent brethren in the Lord 1n those
churches, whe are now testifying against
the errors which are troubling them, as they
are troubling us, we entertan the most fra-
ternal esteem and affection.  Let there be
no strfe between us: and there will be
none, so lung as there 19 no effort ade by
cither body %o intrude upon the dumestic
concerns of the other.  We want 1o tore
than to be allowed the fair and umimpeded
action of our own ecclesiastical principles.
We dcsire tn stand upon our own responsi-
bilty, and not to be made involuntary sha-
rers1n the responsibility of other bodies and
systema of action, with which we cannct
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entirely harmonize, Wo desire to perform
our Master’'s work upon prnciples which
we prefer, because they aro the first princi-
ples of our own ecclesiastical system of
government—recogmaing at every step the
propriety and necessity of respunsibility,
and refusing to commit 10 any tnau, ot body
of men,large and important trusts, without
the nght of review, contrul, and, if uceds
be, speedy conection.

These being our views, wo earnestly
urge upon the attention of the Assembly,
the follnwing items of reform,

I. Wiule we wish to maintsin as heretu-
fore, . frendly correspondence and ntes-
change of annual wvisits, with the evangeli-
cal essociativns of New England, we are
anxiously looking to the Geneial Asseinbly
in the hope and belief thatat will take wito
immediate consideration the plan of umvn
adopted by the Assembdly ot [ovl, (S2e Di-
gest, p. 297, 205)—and that 1t will perceive
In the original unconstitutionality and pre-
selt peraicious aperations of that plan, 1ea.
sons for its immediate abrogation.

2. While we desire that uo body of Chiris-
tian men of other denonunations, should be
preveated {rom choosing their own plans of
Joing good, and while we claim nv nght to
complain, should they excced us in encryy
and zeal, we belicve, that facts too tamiliar
to need repetition Lere, warrant us in at-
firtning that the organizations and operations
of the so called Amencan Home Missionary
Society, and American Education Societs,
and their branches of whatever naine,are ex-
ceedingly injurious to the peace and purity
of the Presbyterian Church. We recom-
mend accordingly, that they should be dis-
countenanced, and their operations as far as
possible prevented, within our ecclesiasticat
limits.

3. We believe that every Church, Pees-
bytery, of Synod now tn nominal connec-
tion with this Asserably, but which is no.
organized on Presbyterian principles, should
be imwediately brought mmto order, dissul-
ved, or disconnccted from the Presuytcria.
Chucch.

4. We helieve that it is highly iniportant
that, at the present ticne, Presvyteties shouly
Le directed to examine heaccturward ali
licentiates and winisters applying for adunns-
<ion froin other denominauuns, on the suu-
jects of theology aud chiusch government, a«
well as personalnety and muusterial yual.l
cations, and to require of them an exphic:
adoption of the Counfession of Faith, ar.!
Forin of Government.

5. We desire that unmediate measures
be taken, in order that such members of
any Presbyters 23 hoid 293 of the criors, or
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practise any of the disorders now testified
agatust, may be subject to discipline ; that
such Presbyteries ond Synods as toleiate
them, may be cited and tned, and such of
these bodies as are believed to consist chietr
Iv of decidedly ansound or disorderly mem-
Levs may be separated from the Presbyte-
rian Church—provision being made at the
same time for the re-union of orthodox
churches, yrivate members, or ministers,
who may be found 1 any of them with oth-
cr convenient bodies.

6. As these aretimes of high and dange-
vous excitabikity in the public mind, when
tmprudent or partisan men may do great
injury, especially when they have facilities
tor operating on alarge field, tius Conven-
tion is of opinion that the General Assem-
bly oughit to make known to our national so-
cietics, not previously noticed in this ime-
morial, that the Presbyterian Church ex-
pects of themn great caution in the selection
of their travelling agents, and that it ought
to be regarded as pecutarly uukind in any
f them to give to the correspondence or
geucral beanng of thewr institutions, a bias
against the striclest order, and soundest
principles of our beloved branch of the
Church of Chust,

CONCLUSI0N

And now we submit to the highest teibu-
val of cur Church—to all our brethren oe-
toved in the Lord—and to the gencration
i whicht our lots arc cast—a Testimony
which we find ourselves unable to weaken
ot abnidge, and keep a rood conscience to-
vards God and nan.  We have perforined
A duty to which the providence of God has
shat s up.  We have done it in rehance
on his grace, ana in view of his judgment
har.  Whatever the issue may be, we re-
wice in the sense of having discharged a
weeat and imperative obligation, manitestly
1cquired at our hands, and all whose 1ssues
aught to promote the punty, the peace, and
thie unily of the Church of Chust.

The whole vesponsiinkty of future results,
i~ from this momeut thiown first upon the
General Assembly now in session ; and af-
rerwards upon the whole Church. The
Assembly wi 1 of course, pursue suchaline
«of conduct as will appear to acquit it,before
earth and heaven, The destintes of the
Preshyterian Chuich, as now organized,ave
i tts” hands—and our Savicur will require
a strict account concermng 1t ‘The great
hody of the Churcl, must needs 1¢judge
flie whole action of the Asseinbly—and on
her judgment we repose, with a sacred as-
<uiance, second only to that which binds
it heerts and souls in fika! contidunce to
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her glorious Lord.  For ourselyes, the hard
est portion of our work is past. Hearts
which the past has not broken, have httle
need to fear svhat the future can bring
forth,  Spints which have not died within
us, 1n the tnals through which wo have
been led, may confidently resign themselves
to His gwdance, whose words have rung
ceaselessly upon our hearts ¢ Thts s the
way, walk ye in it”~—and whose cheering
voice comes to us from above, *¢ Fear not,
itis 1.

By order of the Convention.

GEO A.BAXTER, President.
T C. (é CUYLER, Vice President.
10s. C. Bairp, i

Honace S. l’nn"r,} Clerks.

Philadelphia, May 18, 1837.
[Irom the Presbyterian }

ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE.

T'ur PRESBYTERY OF QUEBEC met in
Quebec, on the 1st of June—present,
Rev. Alexander Mathieson, Mod. P. T.
John Clugston, Walter Roach, John
Cook, Ministers: and John Strang, El-
der.

The case of Mr. M¢Aulay was taken
into consideration, this day having been
appuinted for the purpose of hearing
his replies to the libel with which he
had been served. But the Presbytery
having received no certification from
the Presbytery of 'Toronto, appointed
to serve the libel, that Mr. M¢Aulay Lad
been regularly served with a citation to
appear this day before the Presbytery,
instruct the clerk to obtain the sanie
from the Presbytery of "Poronto, and
at the same time to request that Pres.
bytery again te cite Mr. M¢Aulsy to
appear before the Presbytery of Que-
hee, at a meeting to be held on the 2d
Wednesday of July next, at Quebec,
with certificution that if he do not ap-
pear onthat day, he will be holden con-
fessed, und the Presbytery will proceed
according to the laws of the Church.

Mr. Mathieson reported that he had
received no answers from the several
Presbyteries enjoined by the Synod to
correspond with him ou the subject of
the Widow's fund. The Presbytery
havine taken the subject into considera-
tion, found the difficulties attending it
0 great, that they did uot feel them-
selves warranted to recommend any
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schieie for the adoption of the Synod,
neither do they sce any prospect of
these difficulties being removed in the
present state of the Church, in these
Provinces, and would suggest the Sy-
nod’s recommending cach of the Miins-
ters to avail himself of the facilities
aflorded by Life Insurance Companics.
The Presbytery agamanet on the 6th
of June, Mr. Cook, Mod. P.'T. Mr.
Cook read a draft of'a letter of instruc-
tion to Mr. Mathicson, regarding his
public duties in Scotland, which was
approved and ozdered to be transmitted,
and a copy to bekept in retentis.  The
following is a copy of the letter :—

Qucbec, 6th June, 1837,
Rev. axp Dear Sin,

I am directed, by the Pres-
bytery of Quebec, to state to you, that
in appointing you their Commissioner
during your present visit to Britain, they
will expect you will lose no opportuni-
ty which, in the course of Providence,
may present itself to you, of advancing
the interests of the Presbyterian Church
in these Provinces. To onc so tho-
roughly acquainted with the state of
the Presbyterian body in Canada, as
respects the means of moral and reli-
gious instruction, it is perhaps unneces-
sary that any special or very minute
instructions should be given, yet it is
the desire of the Presbytery that your
attention should be called to the tollow-
ing subjects:

1st. Tne State or EpucaTiox.—On
this point there is at present an absolute
necessity for some exertion on the part
of the Presbyterian Church. It is at
all times our duty to provide for our
youth, as far as our circumstances will
admit, the means of Education; and Id-
ucation conducted on the same sound
principles as in the parent country.
But there is a special call for exertion
at present—when there is no legislative
grant for the purposes of Education——
when by the projected scheme in the
Normal Schools’ Bill, the whole educa-
tion of the community will speedily be
put iuto thehands of the Romish Priest-
hood——and when we have so much at
heart the object of raising up amongst

. .. L
vursclves candidates for the ministry in
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conncetion with our Charch. In our
present circumstances, 1t1s in the high-
est degree desirable that the scheme
repeutedly brought by yoursclf before
the Synod of Canada, should be carried
into cxecution; viz. that to cach Pres-
byterian congregation, a school shall
be attached, in which, us in the Par-
ish Schools of Scotland, a cheap com-
mon and classical education might be
given under the superintendence of
the Minister and the Presbytery. On
this subject, you will do well to cnquire
—I1st, Whether o permanent grant
could be obtained, from Govermncut,
for an object of such eminent utility—
2d. Whether any portion of the Jesuit
Estates, sct apart for Education, could
beappropriated for this purpose.

2d. The state of the Province as res-
pects UsiversiTies.—Allusion has been
already made to the neglected state of
the Province, as respects the meansof
common education. It is desirable that
you should impress on the mind of all
influential persons, with whom you
have intercourse or correspondence, that
there is no provision whatever for the
higher departments of literary and sci-
entific education; and that, in point of
fact, such an education cannot now be
obtained in the Province, There are
indeed various well endowed colleges
in connection with the Romish church,
—colleges, however, not really useful
or available to any great extent to the
Protestant youth of the Province.—
There is, to be sure, the likelihood of
M:Gill College, Montreal, going spec-
dily into operation; but it cannot be use-
ful or successful to the extent desira-
ble and necessary, unless a“Government
grant be obtained, in addition to the
bequest of a private individual, You
cannot too strongly press upon all in-
terested in the welfare of the Province,
the importance, even as respects sound
order and gencral prosperity, of obtain-
ing for us an efficient ministry, while to
all interested in the advancement and
extension of our church here, you can
explaiu the necessity of it, to our ob-
taininga full supply of Ministers for the
rapidly increasing Presby terian popula-
tion of the Province.
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$d. Criricat Boceatton.—Thesear-
city and madequate supply of Preachers
tfrom Scotland—the difliculty of long
continuing to draw our mimsters {rom
a distant country—the peculiar fitness,
for the pecuhar duties of the wimstry
amongst us, wiich may reasunably be
expected mmdividuals bornn the coun-
try, acquainted with the habits of the
people, and inured to the chmate—and
tarther, the duty we owe to the risng
youth of Canada—are all cousiderations
which render 1t most destrable to Lave
the means of obtaining clerical educa-
tion within the Province. You are
aware that the usual Lterary and phi-
losophical education, required by the
Crnrch of Scotlund of Students of Di-
vinity, may be expected to be given ere
long in Kiwng’s College, T'oronto, and i
M«ll College, Montreal. To a com-
plete ceurse of education for the minis-
try it seems only further necessary that
a Theological Faculty in connection
with cach of these Umversities, if such
connection can be obtained, should be
appointed by the Synod of Canada;—or
if such connection be found impractica-
ble, that professors should be appoint-
cd to undertake the instruction of Stu-
dents in Divinity, It is desirable that
you should make yourself acquainted
with the views and sentiments’of in-
fluential men, in the Church, on the
following points, and especially we
wish you to consult with the Very
Rev. Dr. Duncan Macfarlane, Princi-
pal of the Unwversity of Glasgow ;

Dr. Stevenson Macgill, Professor of

Divinity in the University of Glasgow;

Dr. Thowmas Chalimers, Professor of

Divinity in the University of Edinburgh:
Dr. David Welsh, Professor of Church
History in the University of Edinburgh;
Dr. Duncan Mearng, Professor of Divi-
nity in the University of Aberdeen; Dr.,
George Cook, of the University of St.
Andrews; The Rev. Dr. Patrick Mac-
farlane, one of the Ministers of Green-
ock; and the Rev, Dr. Robert Burnas,
one of the Ministers of Paisley.

1st. Whether they think it likely that
the Assembly would grant to the Cana-
tian Presbyteries the power of giving
itcense to Studeats of Divinity. on ¢vi-
dence of havin = ~eceived a proper Theo-
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logical Education : 2d. whether the
Assembly would sanction the Canadian
Presbyteries in taking certificates of
attendance at King's College, Toronto,
or M‘Gill College, Montreal, as equiva-
lent to certificates of attendunce on the
Scottish Universities; attendance heing
required onthe same classes: 3d. wheth-
cr the Assembly would approve of a
Theological Education, conducted for
the present by two professors, in cach
Pruvince, one a Professor of” Systema-
tic Theology and Chureh History,anoth-
cr of Hebrew and Biblical eriticism:
ith, whether any iniluence could be
used with Government for the endow-
meut of thcse professorships: Sth.wheth-
er the Assembly would allow eny modi-
fication in the time of attendance on the
Thevlogical Professors: Gth, whether
in the cvent of the Canadian Colleges
mentioned above, not going speedily
iuto operation, the time of the atten-
dance on Scottish Universitics could be
shortened to young men sent from this
country to be educated for the ministry
—say that they should be permitted to
attend the iall, contemporancously with
the literary and philosophical classes!

4th, Tar. DESTITUTE STATE OF THR
Easterx Townsmrs as respects reli-
gious ordinances.—It appears to the
Presbytery that not merely in considera-
tion of the destitute state of these Town-
ships, but also for the success of the
Missionary cause itself; at least fico
Missionaries should be sent out to them,
who might occasionally sueet and confer
with each other; that they should have
districts assigned them by the Presby-
tery, tothe charge of which they should
be ordained; the services of an ordain-
ed Minister being found in every case
more influential, and that a salary of at
least one hundred pounds each, should
be secured to them for three years;
there being no part of the country in
which they are less likely to receive an
iminediate call from congregations able
to support them, though, none from
which, in the course of time, a suvitable
provision might be more reasonably ex-
pected.  You will represent the case to
the Colonial Socicty, and ascertamn
whether they would guarantee salaries
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to two well qualified Missionaries for
three years.

5th, The destitute state of Valcar-
tier, Leeds, and New Liverpool.—At
none of these places can the congrega-
tions at present altogether support a
Minister. In all of them, for their own
sakes, and for the sake of the destitute
settlements in their neighbourhood, it is
important that a minister should be sct-
tled—the services of one missionary for
the three being, from their situation, in
a great measure unavailing. It is per-
haps unnccessary to remind you that
the rettlement of ministers in these
places wight facilitate the division of
the Presbytery into three Presbyteries—
a division, which our Jocal position and
the general interests of the church, ren-
der so desirable.  You will enquire of
the Colonial Society whetherthey would
place the annual sum of £150, for three
vears, at our disposal, to be divided
among the ministers of these places,
when such can be procured. When it
is considered that no legislative or go-
vernment aid is given to Presbyterian
-congregations in the Lower Province,
and that the Protestant scttlements are
poor, and more scattered than in the U.
Province, it is hoped that they will not
refuse us the sum of £350 annually, if
their fundsat all admit of sucha grant.
Inthe event of their being able to afford
us this sum,you may probably find some
of the Presbyteries of the Church will-
ing, for three years, to make an annual
collection in aid of one or other of these
destitute congregations. We need not
urge on you the duty of endeavouring
torouse them to this good werk, or to
represent the spiritual destitution of our
countrymen, to such benevolent and
pious individuals as may be willing to
exert themselves for their relief.

Gth. Auadditional supply of preach-
crs,—You will endeavour to procure a
Missionary, to be paid by our own
Presbytery. You will,as God may give
you opportunity, urge upon preach-
ers of the Gospel, the state and the
claims of Canady, that they may be in-
duced to come to our assistance; and
vou will exert yourself to obtain suit-
able persons for the three charges be-
fore mentioned, and the Eastern town-
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chips, provided sufficient tunds can be
procured for their maintenance,

7th, A charter act of Incorporation,
giving the power of corporate bodies to
our Synods and Presbyteries establish-
ed, or that may be established, in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland,—
On this point it may be well you should
consult with leading men in the Church,
both Ministers and Elders; and we
would especially recommend you to
wait on Lord Moncrieff and Alex. Dun-
lop, Esqr.

gth. The Clergy Reserves.—You will
endeavour to keep alive, in the Church
of Scotland,the interest already express-
el in our just claims to a portion of
these reserves, as belonging to an Es-
tablished Church of the British Empire,
co-ordinate withthe Church of England.
You will shew the utter inefliciency of
the voluntary principle in the circum-
stances of these Colonies, and make
every exertion in your power with the
Government to have our claims recog-
nized, and a provision made for the
Ministers of the Church of Scotland
within the Province.

1 have been directed by the Presby-
tery to call your attention to these sub-
jects, rather because of your own re-
quest, than becuuse we think it needful
to interest or stimulatc you. We con-
fide in the zeal and judgment with which
you will prosecute the commission in-
trusted to you, and we commend you
to the protection and blessing of Al-
mighty God, trusting that he will carry
you in safety to your native land, and
make your Jabours there successful for
advancing the Kingdom of Christ, and
the reign of pure and undefiled religion
amongst us.

Tam, &ec.

(Signed)
JOIIN COOK,
Blod. of Pres. of Quebec.

The Presbytery of Quebec met at
Beauharnois on the 27th of June——pre-
sent, Rev. John Taylor, Mod. P. T.;
Walter Roach; W, M. Walker; James
Anderson ; James Muir; Thos. Mc¢.
Pherson, Ministers—and Messrs. R. H.
Norval and James Tannahill, Elders.—
(Interalia.) The Presbytery appoint-
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o Messra. Cook, Clugston, and Mr.
John Strang, Elder, to prepare a draft
of a petition to the King, for an act of
Incorporation by Royal Charter, of all
the congregations incounection with the
Church of Scotland, in this Province,
which are already formed, or may yet
be formed, in connection with said
church, whereby they may be entitled
to sue and to be sued—to receive lega-
cies—acquire property, and hold the
samein mortmain, in the name of their
respective Vestries or Kirk Sessions, on
behalf of said congregations, to the
amount of a certain marimum of yeat-
ly revenue, exclusive of church and
manse buildings.

Mr. Walker requested to ask the fol-
lowing questions of the Presbytery;
Can an Elder, resigning his office by
letter, on the ground of general corrup-
tions in the church, which, in his opi-
nion,prevent him from any longer keep-
ing up Christian fellowship with the
body, and at the same time joining him-
self to a new secf, who condemn, an
act in opposition to,the principles of the
church of Scotland, have his resigna-
tion accepted of by the Kirk Session;
and if not, what course must be pur-
sued? To which the Presbytery replied
—No; foran Elder guilty of following
schismatic and divisive courses,and act-
ing in opposition to the principles of
this church, having broken his oath of
Ordination, is subject tothe highestcen-
sure of the church. The Kirk Session
ought to remit the case to the Presby-
tery, with the whole evidence.

Measures were adopted for the for-
mation of Kirk Sessions, for Beech
Ridge and Georgetown congregations.

Mr. Walker,the convener of the com-
mittee appointed to digest for the Pres-
bytery some rezulatiuns for the better
observance of the Sabbath, gave in
the following report; ¢ That having
taken into consideration the Religious
and Political state of the Province of
Lower Canada, the committee came
unanimously to the resolution that, in
prescnt circumstances, the further sit-
tings of the committee were unneces-
sary, owing to the prevalence of the
Roman Catholic religion; and recom-

mend that Ministers and Kirk Sessions

INTRLLIGENCF,

should be diligent in recommonding to
their own flocks, the observance of the
Sabbath according to the Seriptures,
and the standards of the Church of
Scotland.” W.R.

PRERSBYTRRY OF TORONTO,

Since the Inst report in the Maga-
zing, there have been two ordinary mect-
ings for business—the first on the 10th
May, the second on the 4th July, when
the Rev. Andrew Bell was clected Mo-
derator, for the ensuing six months.

This Presbytery has been active in
forming Missionary stations, and the
result is, that, as stated in a former re-
port, there are now at least nine con-
gregations ripe for settlement, besides
a number of places that will still nced
to be cherished fora time., When these
congregations are spoken of as ripe for
settlement, this must, of course, be un-
derstood in a somewhat qualified sense.

d{ They are all of them sufficiently nu-

merous for pastoral charges; several of

‘them have already built, and others are

in the course of building, excellent and
commodious churches, and all, or most
of them, will be able to give as much
towards the support of a Minister, as
many of those congregations who now
have Ministers settled. But unless
there be a further augmeutation of the
Government allowance, or aid be recei-
ved from some other quarter, it is not
pretended that they can give a full and
adequate support for a Minister,

The Presbytery made application,
early in the spring, to the Glasgow Co-
lonial Missionary Society, and to the
General Assembly’s Missionary Com-
mittee, for 2 reinforcement of Mission-
aries, and we are fondly hoping that
ere long they will arriveamong us.

In the mean time, the members of the
Presbytery have determined to con-
tinue the supply of the vacant congre-
gations themselves, so far as is consis-
tent with the interest of their own con-
gregations; and with this view they
have agreed to give a Sabbath unce in
three months, and as many week days
as possible, At the meeting in May, a
number of Missionary appointments
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were made; and the reports, at the last
weeting, of those who had fuliilled
them, were highly gratifying. Some
of these may just be noticed.

At the village of Norval, on the
River Credit, 12 miles above Streets-
ville, a handsome and substantial frame
church has been built, mostly, if not
entirely, at the expense of three gentle-
men in the neighbourhood. ‘The size
of it is about 50 fect by 82, Messrs.
Rintoul and Ferguson have preached
here,

In the township of Nasagaweya,
which lies to the west of Esquesing,
there is another very encouraging sta-
tion, which has for a considerable time
been supplied with preaching, on weck
days, by Mr. Ferguson. Here alsoa
large and commoadious church has been
erected, which is to be opened on Sa-
turday the 15th instant, and sermon to
he continued on the Sabbath, by Messrs.
Rintoul and Ferguson.

A very promising station in the town-
ship of Mono, to the north of Caledon,
has been occasionally supplied by Mr.
MecMillan, At this place, three Elders
were ordained last winter, by Messrs.
McMillan and Bell, by appointment of
the Presbytery. The congregation
have since urgently requested that the
sacrament of the Lord's Supper may
be dispensed among them; and Messrs,
McNaughtonand McMillan are appoint.
ed to attend to this duty inthe course
of the Fall.

Another congregation in the town-
ship of Innisfil, on the West shore of
Lake Simcoe, has been occasionally
supplied by Mr., McKillican. The
prospects herc are very eucouraging,
and the congregation is about sending
home for a minister,

The Presbytery, at its last meeting,
allotted to the several members the
places at which they are to preach a
Sabbath within the ensuing three
months, and recommended them to or-
gonize churches and administer the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, in
those places where the congregations
are ripe for settlement, and enjoined
them to give in written reports to the
Presbytery,

U
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Mr. Rintoul has beer: uppointed to nct
as 'I'reasurer of the Presbytery’s Mis-
sionary IFund, for the sake of the conve-
niency of both receiving the contribu-
tions of eongregations, und paying Mis-
sionaries at the meetings of the Pres.
bytery, whenever these may be lield.
It is to be hoped that all the congrega-
tions belonging to this Presbytery will
make their Missionury collections for
the current year, ending at the meeting
of Bynod, and send them in to the
Treasurer, before the meeting of Sy-
nod, which will be on the last Thursduy
in August.

The Preshytery also resolved to re-
quest the Synod’s correspouding Sce-
retary for missions, to write to the Glas-
gow Colonial Missionary Society, for
information as to the likelihood of mure
Misaionaries being sent out to this
Presbytery and to the Church at large.
Very few Missionaries have cote out
to this country for the Jast year or two.
This is not much to he wondered at,
when we consider that there are many
more openings for young men of talent,
in the mother country, than formerly;
that the India Mission is exciting a
vast deal of interest, and openinr the
niost extensive fields for uscfulness;
and that latterly o number of young
men have been directing their attention
to Australia. But still, if it be ascer-
tained that we may not expect the sup-
ply of preachiers from the Mother Cuun-
try, to be commensurate with the rapid-
ly increasing wants of’ the Presbyterian
population of this conntry, then it will
certainly be the duty of our Synod to
adopt some more vigorous measures for
educating young men for the ministry
amongst ourselves.

The subject of Presbyterial visita-
tion of congregations, has occupicd the
attention o’ the Presbytery for several
meetings. A committee wus appointed
some time ago to modify the old scheme
formerly appointed by the General As-
sembly, and to prepare a draft of oue
suited to the present time, and the ex-
isting circumstances of our congrega-
tions. This committee has reported s
draft which was discussed and after-
wards re-coramitted for further revision.
The care of the commiitee was first of
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all directed to reducing the subject
matter of th. questions of the old
schieme, to a form more suitable to the
present state of the church and of so-
cicty at large; and next to placing the
whole under certain restrictions which
appear necessary from the mixed state
of Socicty in this Province, such as the
following—that the right of being heard
and examined beforc the Presbytery,
should be confined to the members of
the church—that in case of matters of
offence an attempt atreconciliation shall
have becn made, previous to complain-
ing to the Presbytery, and in case of
niatters of public complaint, the charge
shall have been laid before the session
a certain time beforchand, with a view
to their settling the matter, if possible,
orif not, that they may be enabled to
bring it in an orderly manuer beforethe
Presbytery.

The Presbytery have enjoined Ses-
sions to attend to the following matters
previous to the meeting of Synod, and
to hand the same in to the Presbytery’s
Clerk as soon as possible: 1st. Reports
on the most prevalent modes of Sabbath
breaking, within the bounds of the Ses-
sion, and what appeara to them to be
the best means for remedying the evil:
2d. Statistical returns, according to the
forms given in the printed minutes of
Synod: and 3d. Theassessment for the
Synod Fund, (being one pound,) for
the current year, ending at the meeting
of Synod.

The next ordinary meeting of the
Presbytery is appointed to be held in
the City of Toronto, on the last Wed-
nesday in August next, being the day
before themeeting of the Synod, at sev-
en o'clock, P. M. A. B.

Tux CovroxiaL MisstoNaRY SoCIETT.
A socicty has lately been furmed inLon-
don with this name. It seems to be
under the patronage of the English In-
dependents. The following resolutions,
supported by appropriate speeches,were
moved and adopted :

Ist. * That this mecting rejoice to
loarn that so much has been done on be-
hait of the British colonies during the
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first ycar of this society’s existence, and
that it gratefully accepts the report now
read, and orders that it be printed and
published for extensive circulation.”

What has been done? No rumour
of this society’s doings has reached us
in this quarter. If any thing worthy
of notice has been done, it must yet be
veryinadequate to relievesuch a state of
spiritual destitution as is depicted by the
mover of the resolutionin the following
terms:

¢ He feared that multitudes had gone
out not baptized with the Spirit of the
Gospel, and who, when they proceeded to
those distant lands—he spoke particularly
of Upper Canada—where there was
scarcely the recognition of a Christian
Sabbath, where perhaps the Gospel was
not heard once in the space of five or six
years, where there was only the occasional
visits of a man of God, to preach afew
sermons—would cast off all semblance of
religion. He feared that in those cases a
most deplorable state of society was taking
place, which was greatly aggravated by
the circumstance that individuals were go-
ing from other lands to those colonies, who
were, if possible, more disinclined to reli-
gion, and more opposed to its claims, than
those who procecded from this country.
In Upper Canada an influx of population
from the United States was taking place,
not of individuals in such a high state of
moral cultivation as many were who went
out into that colony, but those who had
become obnoxious in their own country,
whohad carried with them all their infidel-
ity or immorality, and had increased to n
fearful extent the cvils of the deplorable
state of society cxisting there.”

Some more potent means than & vo-
luntary society existingin London, hold .
ing o meeting once a year,andraising
few *hundred pounds annually, are re-
quired to remedy such a deplorable state
of things.

2d. « That the incipient operations of
this socicty not only justify the propriety,
but show most forcibly the necessity of its

* Callect:ons of the Socicty, LI02 122 "GE
Eapeuditure, Er X LR
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formacion; ¢hat the ficld of service ap-
pears immense in proportion as it is ex-
plored ; that enlightened, pious,and faithful
teachers arc wanted by nwaiting peopleto
an indefinite extent; that the present is
espectally the crisis in which they should
be supplied ; and that it is cminently our
“duty to supply them, since the Congrega-
tional order has done less, in recent times,
for the colonies, than any other denomina-
ton, and since ministersof that arder.from
the principles they profess, arc earnestly
desired by the people.”

Religious teachers are nccded rather
than desired.  Bvery person acquainted
witlt Upper Canada, will benr testimony
to the extreme and general apathy in
regard to religious ordinances. We
reckon ourselves safe insaying that the
majority of the people would just as
liet” be without them; that it is very
doubtful whether they would attendany
minister of the Congregational order;
and very certain that they would rather
dispensewith hisservices altogether than
contribute to his i..aintenance; and that,
notwithstanding the assertion thatfromn
“the principles they profess, they are
carnestly desived by the people.” What
principles do Congregational ministers
profess which should render them so
desirable to the people of this country ?
‘That they should be desired by Chris-
tians, who may be conscientiously at-
tached to that form of Church govern-
ment, is a thing very intelligible: but
that they should be desired by Chris-
tians who think differcntly on this sub-
ject, or by the multitude who care for
no Christian principles, is a matter that
needs explanation.  How long will it be
cre little sectarian peculiarities shall be
lost sight of, even by good and great
meu, in their just appreciation of those
arand principles from which the Chris-
uan religion derives all its excellence.
We are infinitely inore grieved in ma-
king the asseriion, that ministers of the
Congregational order, and of no other
order, are not earnestly desired by any
great mumber of the people, than we
would be in asserting the contrary.
There is much to be done in Canada ere
destre for the regular dispensation of
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divine ordinances shall be awakened
gencerally among the older settlers; and
not a little must be done to revive and
keep slive this desire, even in those who
once enjoyed divine ordinances, in their
native land,

3d. ¢ That, if this society shall dis-
charge with promptitude and efficiency its
various and ardous duties to our colonial
possessions, it must be by a devout deter-
nmunaton on the part of our churches to
afford W generous and  goaeral support;
and that it is confidently expected this
support. will he cheerfully  granted. when
it 1s known that their wants are of such
an extensive and wrgent charactes, and
when 1t 1s seriously ranembered that our
colonies have the first claim on our Chris-
tian sympathy, and that i thesr ultimate.,
mdependent, and, perhaps, mperiai state.
they will, in all probability, retain that
very form and character winch our own
hands shall have napressed upon them

An American minister who seconded
this resolution, related the following
anecdote: “I wish,” he is reported to
have said, “to stimulate the Churches
by the fact, that the United Churches of
Amecrica are now doing a little for the
colony of Canada. A minister in my
own church told us of desolation which
abounded there, and asked 1f' we would
not support a female teacher. One of
our sisters rose and told us that it we
would only secure her bread and water,
and raiment, she would go. (Chcers.)
We have sent her at an annual expense
of only £15; and she is there, living in
the midst of privation, to teach a Bri-
tish colony.” (llear, hear, hear.) We
make no inquiries respecting this fact;
where this Christian sister is, whom she
is teaching, nor what are the privations
she endures.  But if the principle de-
clared in the resolution, that our colo-
nies have the first claun on our Chris-
tian sympathy be true, in reference to
American citizens, many localities as
deplorably destitute of the neans of
education, asany in Canada, might have
been found within a hundred miles of
the speaker’s home. But the physical
law of vision wcems pretty generally
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to be reversed in spiitval optics, and
objects increage in magnitudein propor-
tion to the distance. Had we been
present in Barbican chapel, Liondon, and
been permitted to address the Colonial
Missionary Society, then and there
celebrating their first auniversary, we
might have ventured to say that the
100,000, British subjects in Upper Can-
ada, must have a far larger treasury, to
provide the means of education and re-
ligious instruction, than any that private
benevolence can replenish, divided as
it is by the numerous urgent calls that
are made upon it; that had Upper Can-
ada, great as iis spiritual destitution is,
been left to depend on itself or on vo-
luntary benevoleuce elone, during the
last thirty years, it would at this duy
have differed very little from any one of
the territories of unmitigated heathen-
ism; and further we may venturc to
aver that, even now, were it left to de-
pend entirely on its own Chrnistianliber-
ality, though greatly aided by Colomal
Missionary Sucicties, and devoted fe-
males from the States, desiring no more
than to be secured in “bread, water,
and raiment," its spivitual aspect would
he covered ina few years with still dark-
er shades. We rejoice indeed in every
such aid. A colony, whosc population
has swelled in the course of twenty
years from 90,000 to 400,000, will ab-
sorb its greatest munificence; andafter
all it will only be as a drop in thebucket.
But we rejoice still more that the pa-
ternal solicitude of our Sovreign and the
British legislature has provided ample
means for the education and religious
instruction of the people of this colony.
All that is wanted is 2 wise and impar-
tial application of these means, and the
blessing of God, to remove that spiritu-
al destitution of which such true and
Jamentable descriptions were given by
some of the speakers in the Barbican
chapel. Butshould it everso happenthat
ministers of any Christian order ¢ from
the principles they profess,” shouldin
this colony league themselves with in-
fidel pohucians and the wreligious mul-
titude who support them in the attempt
1o cancel that national provision which
han been made for promoting the high-

«r*inleressgof the prople.nnder the piti-
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ful pretence, that these siiouldbe left to
depend on the precarious donations of
private liberality, we would stand ama-
zed at the monstrous and unnatural
combination of infidel and Christian
zeal dirccted to one object, the anujhi-
hation of the means provided for the re-
higious education of a people,—and that,
too, while the fact was mecting them
palpably at every point, that private
liberality and public endowment com-
hined, could not keep pace with the ins
crease of their spiritual necessities.

ATSTRALIAN CHURCHES ANT) SCHOOLS.

Some time 8go we referred to the
endowment of the Roman Catholic
Church in Australia, by his Majesty’s
government. The following extracts
from the despatches on the subject of
the Clergy and School Establishments
of New South Wales, are copied from
the Sydney Ilerald. We gwve, first,
extracts from the despatch addressed
to Mr. Stanley, then (1833) Secretary
for the colonies, from lis Excellency
Sir Richard Bourke:—

T would propose, that wherever amo-
derate  congregation can  be  collected
thruughout the colony, .nd that asubscrip-
tion shall have been entered into fur build-
ing a place of worship and minister's
duelling, amounting to a sum not less
than £300, upun application an equal sum
shall be issued from the colontal treasury
in aid of the undertaking: and that the
buildings, when completed, and the
grounds upon which they stand, whether
provided by the subscribers, or granted by
the crown, shall be vested in trustees
clected by the congregation.  These trus-
tees shall have power to dispose of the
seats or pews (excepting onc-fourth, which
shall bereserved as free sittings ;) and out
of the rents, or by means of voluntary sub-
seriptions, the trustees shall provide for tha
maintenance of church officers, the repairs
of the church, minister’sdwelling, church
yard, burial-ground, and appurtcnances,
and the contingent expenses connected with
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taz celbrauun of divie worshup  The
Lualdings thus erected waill be at no afier
period a charge upon the pubhe revenue.
A chaplain of the creed of the congrega-
tion shall then be appointed by the crown
in the manncer now practised, und his sti-
pend shall be issued by the governor at
the fullowing rate . —If n the district
where the church or chapel to which he
shall be appointed is sutuated, there be a
resident population of onc hundred adults,
who shall subscribe n declaration setting
forth their desire to attend such place of
worship, the chaplain shall receive from
the treasury onc hundred pounds a-year;
if there be two hundred adults, one hun-
dred and fifty pounds; and if five hun-
dred adults, then two hundred pounds;
which 1s proposcd as the maximum salary
to be paid, by the government, to a chap-
lain of whatever persuasion.

#The Priuuary Schools established by
the corporation, which are thirty-five in
number, situated in various parts of the
colony, attended, upon an average, by 1218
children of both sexcs, arc charged, in the
estimates for 1834, at £2756. These are
superintended by the chaplains, and in all
of them the catechism of the Church of
England is tauglt. Thus the charge fur all
the schouls of this descripuion fur the yeur
1831, is taken at £5736, to which should
Le added a vote of the legislative council,
of £2300, for the site and bwldings for
the King's School at Parramatta. No-
thing has been granted to any Primary
School connected with the Church of Scot-
land, but aloan of £2500 has lately been
made by the government, aud sceured by
monigage, for auding the crection of the
Scots’ College.  The sum of £800 lhas
been voted for Ruman Catholic schouls for
the year 1831,

* You may thus percerve, Sir, the great
dusproportion which cxists in the support
given by the State to schools formed for the
use of diffurent denominations of Chris-
tians 1n the colony. a disproportion not
hased on the rclative numbers of each, Lut
guided, 1t would scem, by the same princ-.
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ples which have regulatad the support al-
forded to the differcut churches. Itisa
subject of very general complaint.  lam
inclined to think, that schools for the gene-
ral education of the colunial youth, sup
ported Ly the government, and regulated
after the manner of the Irish shools, which,
swece the year 1831, recanve aid fiem Puy
lic Fuuds, would be wll suited to the cir-
cumstances of this country. I have not
the parliamentary papers to refer 1o, and
cannot give those schools their proper desig-
nation, but I allude to those in which
Christiuns of all creeds are reccived, where
approvad extracts from  Scripture are read,
Lut no religious instruction 1s given by the
master or suistress, such being imparted on
ouc day in the weck by the ministers of
the different religions attending at the
school, to instruct their respective flocks
I aun certain that the colonists would be
well pleased to find their funds liberally
pledged to the sujport of schools of this
description.”

We give next extracts from a des-
patch of' Lord Glenelg, at present Sec-
retary for the Colonies, in reply to the
above:—

“ Ifeel it a duty to ofier some observa-
twns on the plan which you have submit-
ted fur the consideration of His Majesty’s
Governmient.

* Inthe general priniple upon which
that plan 1s founded, as applicable to New
South Wales, His Majesty’s Government
cntirely concur.  Attached as I am, in
common with the other members of the
governmant, to the Church of England,
ad blivving at, when duly administered,
to be a powerful instrument in the diffusion
of sound rcligiovs instruction, I am desi
rous that ciery encouragement should be
given to its extension in New South Wales,
consistently with the just claims of that
large portion of the comnunity, which is
composcd of Christians of other denomi-
pations  Indealing with this subject in a
casc so new as that of the Australian Co-
Tonues,few analogies can he drawn frem the
instituaons of the parent state to our assis
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tance.  Inthose communities formed and
rapudly nuhiplying under most peenliar
circumstinces, and comprising great num-
bers of Presbyterions and Roman Catho-
hies, us well as maabas of the Chiurch of
Fugland, it 15 evident that the attempt to
scdeet any Church as thie excluaive objectof
public enduwinent, even it it were adeisae
ble in every other aespeet, would not lonyg
be tolerated.  To none of the numerous
Christians of those persuasions should op-
portunities be refused for warship and cdu-
cation on principles which they approve.

“ The peculiar tenets of any Church
ought to find no plee, as sucly, in these
general Schoals; but opportunities should
be afforded at stated periods, for the -
parting of instruction of this nuture to the
children of different persuasions by their
respective pastors Such is the plan of
Nautional Eduention which has recently
been adopted in Iveland, and as 1 have
reason to believe, with considerable suc-
cess, notwithstanding some reculiar obsta-
cles arising from circumstances, not likely,
as Ttrust, to exist inthe Australian Colo-
nics. This plan will require the formation
of a Bowrd of Education, composed of
members of different religious denomina-
tions. The Board will have to agrec on
such extracts from the authorized version
of the Seriptures, to be used in the Schools,
as they shall deemn best adapted for the in-
struction of youth. It will also be their
duty, by a vigilant superintendence, to se-
cure a strict adherence to the regulations
under which the Schools will have Leen
constituted.  Persuaded, as 1 am, that ed-
ucation, founded on the Scripturcs, is the
hest caleulated to produce those permancent
cficcts which must be the object of every
system of cducation, I should wish that
itmay be thought practicable to place the
whole of the New ‘Testament. at least, in
the hands of the children; but, at all
events, I hald it to he wost inportant that
the extracts in question should he of a co-
prons description. It is my intention to
send to you, for your information and as-
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sistance, various documents relatmg to the
systein of National Education in Ireland,
and also o report of the British and Fo-
reign School Society, which is conducted
on very liberal and comprehensive princi-
ples. 1 feel assured that Emay safily teave
to you and the egislative conncil the task
of framing, an these principles, such a
sysftm as may be most acceptable to the
great body of the inhabitants, and at the
same tme most conducive to the impos-
tant end in view.

“T have hitherto had in view those
Schools which are 10 be supported wholly
at the public expense, and 1 am of opinion
that Schools so supported, ought to be in-
variably of the general natuse just ad-
verted to.  But the system of public edu-
cation would, I think, be incomplete, if it
did not leave anapening for the admission,
on certain terms, of private contributions
inaid of the public.  There may be per-
sons, and even classes of persons, who
may entertain such objections 10 the gene-
ral plan, as must practically exclude them
from a participation in its benefits, and
who may yet be nnuble to supply a proper
cducation for their children from their own
funds exclusively. It would be hard that
any large class of Iis Majesty's subjects
should be debarred from the advantage off
cducation on principles which they consci-
entiously approve  1submit it to you and
your council as a just object for your con-
sideration, whether, in such cases, some
pecuniary assistance might not be afforded
from the public funds in aid of contribu-
tions from parties dissatisfied with the
more comprehiensive system.  The terms
and conditions on which such assistance
may be tendered, I leave to the deliberate
judgment of yourself and your council,
persuaded that you will arrange a system
which, excluding no Iarge class of consci-
entious religionists from its benefits, shall
be. in a truc sense, national.™
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TueGeveran, Assemeny op The Crivren
or Scottanp.—~This venerable body, the
highest judicatory of the Scottish Nation-
al Church, met at Edinburgh on the 17th
May, and continued in Session wuntil the
29th.  The two nominces for the Mode-
ratorship were the Rev. Dr. Julin Lee,clerk
of the Assembly, and Dr. Maithew Gar-
dmer, Minister of Bothwell  The latter
was chosen by amajority of 203; 39 vot-
mg for Dr. Lee, and 262 for Dr. Gardi-
ner. We have space remaining in the
present number only for the procecdings
of the Assembly m reference to Colonial
Churches.  This subject was taken up in
Session 23d May. We quote from the
report of the Scoutish Guardian.

Principal Macrarray, the Convener,
read the report of the Committee on
Colonial Churches, and said, that among
the other parts of the world, from
which applications had been made to
the Committee for spiritual aid, one was
from Jamaica. A bill had passed the
Assembly of that island, to the effect
that it should be lawful for Justices of
the Peace toraise, by tax on the inha-
bitants, any sum necessary for tle sup-
port of 2 minister of the Established
Church of Scotland, not exceeding £400
per annum. With regard to the state
of the Church in the Canadas, there
was a clergyman from Lower Canada
at the bar of the Assembly, and if it
pleased the Assembly, he would furnish
ample information on that subject. e
would merely say farther, that the mag-
nitude and the importance of the duties
that had devolved on the committee
were incalculable, but he need not dwell
on the blessings to be conferred on their
expatriated countrymen, By rendering
them encouragement, and by animating
them to look to Scotland for the means
of religious instruction, they more
strongly rivetted their attachment to
their native land, Their labours, he
was glad to say, had heen hitherto most
propitious.

Dr. M¢Lrop said, that from all parts
they were calling on them to come over
and bless their lonely dwellings with
tokens of mercy. From whom did that
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voice come? i came from men who
had formerly been their couutrymen,
and sojourned amony their blue moun-
tains and lovely glens—men who had
been boru in their parishes and baptized
in their churches, and theashes of whose
fathers reposed in this laud.  The voice
came from the rocky shores of Nova
Scotia, from the interminable forests of’
Canada, and from that uew world their
prayers floated in calimuess over the
fuce of the Western Occan. 'The
voice was from the sons of' Caledoniy,
who carried in all their pregrinations
those principles of loyalty und those
religious principles they had imbibed in
the land of their nativity: and they had
the first claims on the sympathy and
support of their feliow-countrymen.—
The emigration was proceeding in a
way that many members of this Assem-
bly were not aware of. It was pro-
ceeding at the rate of from 85,000 to
40,000 in the course of a year. And
when they (the Assembly) thought of
them in their new abodes, when they
were not connected with any ordinances
orministrations of the Church, oh! what
a blessing was it that this Society—that
this Committee was prospering in its
undertakings, The interest which this
Committee had assumed, in his mind,
was a deeper and more solemnizing in-
terest, and particularly from kunowing
this fact, that thousands of his poor
countrymen were prepared to leave
their native land by circumstances
known to all, and as to which so many
eloquent appeals had been made from
the pulpit, and so nobly responded to
by the people in more favoured parts.
They were at thismoment tuning their
wild pibrochs, that reminded them of
Lochaber, but told them that they
would see it no more.  (Lond and gen-
cral cries of hear, hear.) ‘There wasa
Colonial agent in the Highlands prepa-
ring for that emigration, and his Majes-
ty’s Government, he said it to their hon-
our, had taken up the matter in the most
gratifying way. His excellent fYiend,
Mr.y John Bowic, to whom the matter
was entrusted, had many interviews
with Lord Glenclg and Sir George
Grey, and from both had experienced a
kindness that conld not be expressed,
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and from which he augured the happiest
effects.  Then Jet the Colonial Society
exert itself; and let them be prepared to
tollow those poor people to theiremote
wlaces to which they were to go—let
thible Societies be prepared to send
down Bibles, and generally let all look
to their comforts. « Let their object
he to follow them in all their wande-
rings, and particularly to send them to
winisters who could address then in
their own language.” Ile might be
pernitted tosay that he never did con-
verse with any man who appeared to
have the spiritualinterests of those poor
wen so much at heart zs Sir George
Grey. He had not the same opportu-
nities of communicating with Lord
Glenelg; but in the little he had, that
nobleLord always spoke with the great-
est anxiety for having good schoolmas-
ters and ininisters sent out to them,
who could address them in their own
language. He had only to move that
the report now made by the excellent
Principal beapproved of—that the Com-
wittec be renewed, with such instruc-
tions as those who understood the sub-
ject best might be pleased to suggest,
and that the thanks of the Assembly
be tendered to Principal Macfarlan for
the great pains and unwearied zeal
he had bestowed on this great scheme.

Dr. Brack, of St. Paul's Church,
Montreal, Lower Canada, appeared at
the barand read a voluminous statement
a8 to the situation and prospects of the
Presbyterian churches in the Canadas,
He complained that the Government,
although it had extended its support to
the Episcopalians and Roman Catholics,
had done little or nothing for the Pres-
hyterians, though in most parts of that
Colony the Presbyterians were as two
to one compared with the other sccts,
The seventh part of the public lands
had been set apart by the Government
for the support of the Protestant reli-
gion, but this had been appropriated by
the Episcopalian clergy, who argued
that they only were understood by the
term Protestant, and that, therefore, the
grant did not extend to the Presbyte-
risns. In 1847, a Committee of the
House of Comnmons, aided by the opi-
mons of the Crown lawyurs.had declared
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that the Presbyterian clergy were enti-
tled to participate in this grant; but,
notwithstanding, it has happened that
the Bishop and the clergy stillcontinued
to get the fund. A pledge of support
to the Scottish Church had been given
by the Government of 1825, but had
never been fulfilled.  All that he wan-
ted was redress, and that this Govern-
ment should fulfil the pledge given by
that of 1325,

On the 20th, Principal Macfurlan read
the report of a Committce appointed to
consider the position of the Church of
Scotland, relative to lcentintes of the
Synod of Ulster going out to Canada,
und also on the appropriation of the Cler-
oy Reserves. The Committee recom-
mended, in reference to the first subject of
remit, that the resolution of the General
Assembly with regard to holding ministe-
rial comniunion with the Synod of Ulster,
should be sent to the Synods in the Colo-
nies, with a recommendation that it should
be followed out as fur as apphcable to their
several circumstances. ‘The Commuttee
reported on the second subyject of reference,
that no 7eply had becn reccived from the
Llome Office,* to the memonal sent to Go-
verninent on the Clergy Reserves ; and re-
commended that the most energetic mea-
sures should Le adopted by the Assembly,
to procure a portion of that source of
revenue for the Church of Scotland in the
Colonies. Thereport was approved of.

The minutes of these proceedings, with
the reports, will no doubt be communicated
officially to the Synod of Canada, at its
next meeting.  We may on that occasion
be enabled to lay them more fully before our
readers  The truly Chrisuian and paternal
care which this our pareat church is now
mansfesting for the interests of Presoyte-
rianism in the British Colonics, will inspire
gratitude 1 many a heart, which, afier
many long years of expatriation, still cx-
claims with joy and pride, of the country
that they will see no more, * This ismy
owi, my native land

*Note.-~We in Canada have loag Leen fum, -
lar wiibi this courthy trenunesnt.
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NOTICE.

THE vubscriber begs leave to direet atlentiun to the following particulars connected
with the approaching mecting of Synod :—

1. The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in connection with the Church
of Scotland, will meet, according to appointnent, in St. Andrew’s Church, Toronto,
on the last Thursday of August, at 12 o’clock, noou.

2 The Synod requircs each Presbytery, at a meeting unmediately preceding the
meeting of Synod, to prepare a roll of its members, to be attested by the Moderator
and Clerk, and given into the Synod Clerk. Presbyteries and Sessions are par-
ticularly requested to see that Ruling Elders be duly appointed from the several con-

‘gregations.

3 Presbyteries are required to prepare reportsof their Missionary operations during
the year, and to transmit the same to the Corresponding Secrctary (Rev. W. Rintoul
of Streetsville,) at least one month before the annual meeting of Synod.

4. Presbyteries, Sessions, an.” “.fanagers, arc required to prepare and submit to the
Synod certain annual reports, forms of which are appended to the printed Minutes, and
it is requested that these be strietly attended to.  The reports from the Sessions and
Managers of the several congregations, ought to be given in to their Presbyteries with-
out delay.

5. Presbyteries are required to collect and transmit to the Syned Treasurer, alt
arrears and assessments due to the Synod Fund, and to prepare and submit tothe Synod
accounts shewing the sums collected and arvears due ; as also accounts shewing the
collections made in behalf of Missions within their respective bounds.

- ALEX. GALE, Synod Clerk.

Hamilton, 30th June, 1837.

TO THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN CANADY, IN CONNECTION WITH THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

Tue Deposx(ory of the Glasgow N. A. Colonial Saciety, for promoting the rcligious
interests, &c. incharge of the Rev. John Clugston, Quebec, is furnished with a large
supply, for sale, of Bisurs and Trstaments, English and Gaelic, with the metricat
version of the Psalms; PsaLm Boors, English and Gaelic; Conressions or Farru,
SnorTEr CaTeCHisws, English and Gaelic, &c. &e.

By order of the Comomittee of the Glasgow N. A. Colonial Seciety, &e.

ROBERT BURNS, .
JAMES SENDERSON, } Secretaries.
Glasgow, 20th April, 1837.
N B.—Mr. Clugston will give ‘immediate attention to any demand whichmay be
wade on the supply committed to his charge.
Qurbec, 14th June, 1837,

BIBLE DEPOSITARY, at the officc of W. D. Mircer, Esq. Queen-st.
Niagara ; where ministers and store-keepers in want of a supply, can be furnished
with Blblu of various descriptions, which have been received from the Glasgow
Bible Socicty. .

A table of typographical errors in this and the preceding number has been prepared,
but is unavoidably deferred till our next.

A Money remittance has becn received from Fitzroy Harbour, Bathurst District.
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