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1r 1 reRGEY TREE, O JERUSAIEN ! LET MY RIGAT HAND FORGKT ITS CONNING."~—Ps 137: 6.

ATH OF REV. DR. DONALD, OF ST. JOKN.

On Monday morning, the 20th ult.
ten minates past eight o'clock, one of
r oldest and most esteemed clergymen
1 at his residence in I'agan Place.
r the last twentytwo vears, Dr
nald has prusided over St. Andrew’s
byterian Church of this city, and
death leaves a great blank in the
munity and in the Church at large.
ce hig arrival in this city in the year
9, he has manifested a deep interest
all that tended to promote the tempo~
and spiritual interests of its inhabi-
ts, and, by his kind and genial dispo-
jon, steady adherence to principle, his
olarly attainmerts and talents, he
ured a high positien in the respect
d esteem of all ranks and classes of
fellow-citizens.

s a member of the St. John Gram-
r School Board, he took a decp
rest in the management of that wn-
nate institution, and struggled hard
remove some of the ohstacles which
late years have g0 crushed it down to
present state. Dr. Donald was also
ost useful member of the Madras
ard, and most efficiently discharged

the important duties that devolved upon
him as one of the visiting ¢xaminers.

From the first he was connected with
the Home for the Fallen, and several
other useful and charitable institutions
in this city, in all of which his sound
practical experience and deep Christicn
sympathy will be greatly missed.  As
the pastor of the largest and wealthiest
congregation of Presbyterians in this
Province, his influence was widely felt,
and many of the clergymen throughout
the different sections of the Province
will feel that a great blank has been
made by Dr. Donald’s death.  The
young clergymen, especially. will miss
his earnest counsel and advice in Presby-
tery and Synod. To many of them he
was a spiritual father. Ilis house was
always a most welcome home, and his
interest in them, especially during their
college carcer, they can never forget
without being guilty of the greatest in-
gratitade.

By the death of Dr. Donald. the
Masonic Fraternity of this city and
Province have also suffered a serious
loss. For saveral vears he has given his
influence to the advancement of the
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principles of the craft, and was rapidly
promoted to the high position of Provin-
cial Grand Chaplain of the Order in
New Brunswick. By all his brethren in
the Province, as well as by his larye
circle of friends, and by the whole con-
gregation of St. Andrew’s Church, his
death willbe deeply regretted.  Twenty-
two years of pastoral duty in a city like
this weaves many strong and tender ties
of sympathy between minister and peo-
ple. During that period the young grow
up into manhood and womanhood, and
the middle aged grow old and infirm.
Births, baptisms, marriages, deaths and
burials are events that often occur in
households and families during so many
years, and in all of them the sympathy
and interest of the pastor are closely
" bound up. In such a case as this, Death
severs many a tender tie, and leaves a
void in hearts and homes that nothing
on earth can fill.

Dr. Donald was born in Banffshire,
Scotland, June 6th, 1807. He was edu-
cated at Marischal College, Aberdeen,
having studied at that famous University
for eight years. lle was ordained in
May, 1849, after receiving the appoint-
ment of the pastoral charge of St.

" Andrew’s Church of this city. He ar-
rived in St. John on the 18th June, 1849,
and for the long period of twenty-two
years discharged, with great ability and
success, the arduous duties of minister of
this large and important congregation.
In this, their severest affliction, we are
sure his numerous family have the
sincere sympathy of the whole commu-
nity in which Dr. Donald was so long
known and so deservedly esteemed.

We commend his widow and family,
in their sore bereavement, to the pro-
tecting care of Him who hath said, “ A
Father of the fatherless and a judge of
the widows is God in his holy habita-
tion.”
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The following is the funerslsermon «
preached by the Rev. George J. Caie
St. Stephen's :—

“ Being dead he yet speakoth.” —Hcbrew
xi. 14.

This i3 the first time that Death has
crossed this threshold. This is the finst’
coftin brought within these walls.

Few congregations can say that during
an existence of upwards of half a century
they have never been called upon to meurn
the luss of a Pastor. Perhaps fewer citivs
as large as this can say with ours that this
is the tirst occasion on which a Presbyterian
congregation have assembled to carry to
the grave the mortal remains of their mini,-
ter. In these days of change, it is nut
often that congregations are presided over
by fallible men in peace and harmony for
two and twenty years. In the past, many
have come and gone, aud only one hefore’
has left his bones among us. There 1»
much in these things to provoke reflection.

Many of you, dear Christian friends, will
find it hard to believe that the voice that
was g0 long raised in this place for your
comfort, your warning, and your soul’s
galvation, i8 now silenced forever with that
emphatic silence that death imposes on
mortal lips. Yet such is the solemn fac
So swiftly have the few weeks of his suffur-
ings passed away that it sececms but yester-
day since he appeared in his place in this
Church ; and even yet we arc almost comn-
pelled to pause and listen whether there
may not still linger round this hallowed
spot some echoes of that well-known voice.

But while reminded, by the silence of the
dead sleeping beneath us, that these pale
lips shall speak no more on earth, the beao-
titul and yet solemn thought of St. Paul n
these words i doubtless ringing like sad-
dencd music through our hearts—‘¢ Being
dead he yer speaketh.” I am addressing
some to whom these words will come home
with peculiar power at this moment. In
many of your hearts and homes the sad oc-
cazion that has called us together will he
keenly felt; and for days and years to,
come, though dead, he will continue w0
speak in your midst.

It cannot but happen that two and
twenty vears of pastoral daty in a congre
gation like this will weave many deecp and
tender ties between you and yoar fasthfal
pastor, whose dust we are about to carry
the tomb.

During these years, the usual chance
and changes that befall households and
tamilies in this world of sin and sorro¥
have befallen you, and in all of these he
has discharged the solemn duties of his



THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 59

s red oftice. Tt issearcely possible for any
of vou to east yvour eyes round your fire-
sides and not feel the foree of St. Paul’s
words—** Being  dead he yet speaketh.”
Muny events will remind you of the depart-
ed. On your children’s brows these coftined
hands have pounred the Baptismal waters.
By your sick beds and death beds these
silent lips have cntreated heaven’s merey
on you aud yours. On many a coflin lid
'his tenrs have mingled with your own
iand trickled down in tenderest sympathy
iuto the open grave at your fect.  In your
pro-perity he ever rejoiced, and in your al-
versity  he  always  grieved. By your
cradles, your coffins and your graves, he
was ever found a friend and comtorier.
And what events, we ask, that belong to
human experience, can leave deeper im-
pressions on our hearts and homes thean
these 2 What scenes or eveuts can develop
and strengthen love and fricndship, if all
these things fiul 7 Surely the people are
little to be envied by whom all these asso-
ciations are lightly esteemed or can be
easily forgotten.

No. dear friends ! We all feel that St
Paul is right, and the testimony of many o
beart here to-day is that, ** though dead, he
vet speaketh.” ~ He will coutinue to speak
to voung and old, to rich and poor

His long and faithful ministry in this
Church and people is bound up with your
very lives. e speaks to many of you
who have grown up from childhood under
his eve. You have known and loved no
other pastor. At the sacred font he wel-
comed you as lambs to the fold of the great
Shepherd, and all up through youth to
maturer years he has been unto you a
spiritual father. To those who have grown
old during his ministry he speaks still in
those earncst appeals to which you have so
often listened trom the pulpit—appeals that
are still fresh and vigorous in many of
your memorics. To the poor he speaks
and lives in those many kindnesses and
charities of thought, word and deed, for
which he was always remarkable. To the
sorrowful and sad he will continue to
speak in the comforts and consolations he
ministered out of hi< own warm heart, and
from this sacred repository of Divine truth.
Looking back over these years of labor,
many of you will tuke up the langnage of
Scripture and say, ** When the ear heard
him then it blessed hi 21, and when the eye
saw him it gave witness to him, becanse
delivered r that cried, and the
fatherless, and him that had none to help
him. The blessing of him that was ready
to perish came upon him, and he caused
the widow’s beart to sing for joy.”

But, dear friends. it is not to praise the

dead, hut rather to counsel the living, that
we are called upon to speak.

His cars aie closed to all earthly sounds
of joy or sorrow, of praise or censure.
Yours and mine are still open by God’s
merey to the Gospel sound. — Death’s cold
tingers have closed his evelids and scaled
them for ever against the light of sun and
moon and stars.  But yours and mine,
thank heaven, are still open to beliold that
Gospel light and that Saviour which he so
otten proclamed from this pulpit,

And shall this svlemn occasion pass un-
improved by uny of us—by his people, by
lis triends, or by his brethren 2 Shall we
gaze with dry and curious eyes on that
cotin—that face—so worn and wearied by
the sorrows of Death, and not carry away
soine lasting impressions 7 Have these
ale lips no messages for you and me?

Jas that heart that shall throb no mere on
earth no influence to touch ours and rouse
us to fresh zeal and love for Christ end
Christiang ¢ Is there nothing in all that
lies beneath and betore us to remind us of
our owa mortality, of death, of judgment,
and cternity ¢ 1s there no voice echoing
trom that narrow house saying to you and
me, ** Prepare to mect thy God 7"

O yes, though dead, he speaketh still—
speaks to the carcless, the thoughtless,
and the (Godless—to those that are Christ's
and Christian—to the younyg and the old
—to the weak and the strong, the most
solemn appeal is this diy made.

Great God and Father of us all, sorbid
that this sppeal should be poweriess. If
those lips while living ever spoke in vain
to any, O let them speak now in death with
a power and persuasion drawn from this
solemn scene before us.  Let sll these
voices of the dead conspire to rouse the
carcless and warn the i:npenitent. To
that Father’s house in glory to which his
soul has grone, may many hearts this day
be litted up. O may the cord that is cut
away from ecarth bind us all more tightly
to heaven.  Let his familiar voice be heard
speaking in our inmost souls, saying,
* Come ye up hither.”

Cheered in our sorrows by the words of
Gospel comfort he so often taught us,
strengthened by the Bread of Life so often
broken by his hands at this altar, let us one
and all seek s0 to order our lives now, that
when Death shall lay his hand vpon us as
he has done on the dear clay before us, we
may be found pre})ared to join him in that
great multitude of the redeemed in singing
praise to God who sitteth upon the throne
and to the Lamb for ever and ever.

We abridge the following account of
the funeral from the Advocate :—
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“On Thursday, the remains were fol-
- lowed to their last resting place in the
Rural Cemetery by a large procession of
his relatives and triends, the various bodies
of which he was a member, the elders of St.
Aundrew’s Church, and the clergymen of
the various churches in our ¢ity. At 2.30
p.m.,, the relatives of the deceased and a
aumber of fricnds having assembled at the
deceaeedd’s late residence, the Rev. I'eter
Keay conducted divine service. The pro-
cegsion Leing then formed, the body was
conveyed 10 St. Andrew’s Church, where a
large asscmblage Lad gathered, every avail-
able seat being oveupied in the galleries as
well ay the body of t":e Church.  The cdi-
fice was very tastefully draped in mourning,
—organ, gallery, chancel and pulpit being
covercd with black cloth. he choir sung
the 53rd paraphrase :—
* Take ¢ ‘mfort, Christians, when your fricnds
In Jesus fall asleep.’
The Rev. Mr. Cameron offered up prayer.
The Rev. Mr. Cuie then preached the
funeral scrmon.  He referred in appropriate
terms 10 the lengthy period the deccased
pastor had been with them, comforting the
sick and the afflicted, soothing the dying,
ministering to the wants of the widow
and orphan and the poor and ncedy--
all of whom, living, would, while life lasted,
continue to remind them of him they had
lost. By those who had grown up from
outh to manhood under his care, that
autiful and svlemn thought of St. Paul’s,
‘“Being dead he yet speaketh, must he
keenly felt. In the cuurse of his remarks,
Mr. Caic stated the interesting fact that
this was the only death of a pastor in that
Church during 55 years ; that, indeed, it
was the only death of a Preshyterian minis-
ter that had cver occurred in St. John, and
these were the first remains that had ever
crossed the ¢hreshiold of St. Andrew’s
Charch. The Choir then sung that beau-
tifal funeral hymn, ¢ Thou art gone to the
Grave.’
“ At the conclusion of the services, the
ssion was again formed in the follow-
g order :  First came the brother masons
of the deceased, in plain clothing, in luding
the Grand Master and Past Grand Master ;
the St. Andrew’s Society ; the undertaker;
the Revds. R. d. Cameron, George 1. Caie,
Peter Melville and Peter eay, and Drs.
Livingstone and Inches; the Hearse, with
the Hon. John Robertson, Robert Robert-
son (Indiantown), W. Girvan, Alexander
Jardine and John Wighart, Esgrs., Elders,
as Pall Bearers, and a detachment of the
78th Highlanders, followed by the mourn-
ers, consisting of the family of the deceased,
the remaining Elders of St. Andrew’s
Church, Rev. Canon Harrison, Revds. G.
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M. Armstrong, James Bennet, N. MeKu,
T. Harley, M. Swabey, Samuel Hovaon,
A. McL. Stavely, H. Pope, Burgess, Curey
Bill, and others; and a large nwbey o
friends elosel up the procession.

*The route of the procession was u;
Germain street, along King to Clharor
street, down Union, along Waterloo street
etc. ‘The proprietors of stores along the
roate very considerately closed their severy
establishments during the passage of the
procession.

* On arriving at the Cemetery, the coflin
having been deposited in the grave, the
Rev. Peter Melville, M.A., B.D., of Fred
ericton, performed the closing ceremony,
offering praver, after which the grave wa
filled in, and all that was earthly of the
well-beloved pastor was covered for ever
from the sizht of triends.”
L ]

.
GIRCULATION OF THE " RECORD.”

The first article in our March number
of last year had the above heading;
We propuse now to compare our present
circulation with what it was then. L
stood this time last year at 1495, aund
we aimed at 2000.  We have not reaclh
ed that point, but we have increased to
1645, and every Presbytery but one—
which has gone hack—has contributed
to the increase. We give tables as we
did last year:—

and

No. in No.m

March,1X70. March, 1571
Pictou Preshytery............ 546 ]
Halifax do. . . 335
P E I, do. N7
8t. John, N.B., do oA
Miramicii  do. 122
Restigouche do. .. o5
Cape Iireton do. 61

Single subscribers, exchanges,

[ 64 RS
1495 1645

Our next table shows how many are
taken in our congregations respectively:
and here we have again to confess that
owing to the number of Post Offices
and Way Offices—numbering no les
than 45 in Pictou Presbytery—to which
Records are sent, that we may have wade
some mistakes in crediting to one con
gregation what ought to be credited to
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other. But we have done our best,
d will cheerfully correct mistakes if
ere. be any—which may be pointed
t. A cross before a name shows that
e congregation is without a minister :

No.n No.in

Mareh 1870, March, 1871,
w Glasgow. . . .. 103 kigd
;mx; M[. T . Rl 79
ger's Hill and 1R 56
iver.John and Ta'amagouche 44 44
. B. Riv. John and Earitown 20 23
allace and Pugwash .... . 46 53
Itsprings ................ 57 68
airloch . ... 41 25
. B.and E. B. East River . 51 42
Ihion Mines and Westville . 35 29
clenuan’s Mountain. . . .. .2 32
riey’s River and Lochaber 24 29
Total............ 54 T
. Matthew's, Halifax. 110 114
. Andrew's, do. .. 52 53
Iohn's, Newfoundlan 4 64
uro, ¥. Mt. and Mines. . 52 53
usquodoboit and Antnim. .. 36 44
jichmond and N. W. Arm .. 17 16
Total .. ........ an 335
reetown, &e., P.EL ..... 46 47
rlottewown. ... 36 36
33
33
38
............ 187
. Andrew's, St. John, N.B.. 44 44
. Stephen’s, Portland, do. 75 5
eduricton 37 44
v 11
20
8
202
3¢
68
17
122
14
22
20
56
14
.............. 16
31
............ 61

Ve have thus given a list of our 40
gregations. Qur circulation during
past year has increased in 21 of
, fallen off in 11, and remained sta-
ery in 8. In two congregations, no
ords arc taken, and in one or two

6l
others the circulation is not much more
than nominal. When we write an arti-
cle corresponding to this for March 1872,
we hope that we shall have attained the
2000 mark. We ought to have that
number, were it only for our mission
news.  We would respectfully ask min-
isters and people, if those adherents of
our Church are likely to put themselves
out much to send the gospel to the hea-
then who will not take the trouble to
read even the letters that our missionaries
send concerning their labours ?

e
GREAT ANTI-PATRONABE MEETING AT
BLASGOW.

The City Hall of Glasgow, which
holds 4000 people, was crowded on Feb.
3rd with members of the Church of
Scotland, who had met tc urge on Par-
liament the repeal of the law of patron-
age. Members of Parliament, and the
clergy and gentry of the city and the
neighbourhood, crowded the platform.
The speeches were all admirable, and
we are only sorry that our space forbids
giving more than brief extracts of three
or four of them.

The Lord Provost presided, and in
the course of his speech indicated the
aims and some of the hopes that they
had in the movement. e said, “ The
old-established institutions of the coun-
try have all by turns and by degrees
been more or less adapted to the exist-
ing state of things. As time goes on
opinions change, and improvements must
be effected even ug’on the very best of
our institutions. We are met here on
behalf of the very foremost of all the
institutions of our countr —namely, the
Church of our country. §f changes must
be, and if improvements can be effected,
it 18 most certamnly for the interests of
those t institutions which we value
so bigl%{ye,athat whatever can be done to
improve them, to suit them for the
altered times and circumstances of the
country, should be done, if we do not
change the thing itself. But surely we
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may claim sympathy for this meeting on
far wider grounds than these—namely,
on the ground that all those divisions m
the Presbyterian Church of Scotland
may, it possible, be somehow healed. I
do believe that a movement like that
for which we are met this evening is
calculated more, perhape, than any other
to heal up these differences, and bring
the Churches ther to umited action,
whict, I feel satisfied in my own mind,
would tend more than anything clse
could well do to the uplifting of our
countrymen, and most cspecially the
uplifting of the masses in our great
towns of Scotland. (Applause.) Tt is
not for me, however, to bring the ques-
tion before you except in its very gene-
ral aspeet, but I ventare to say that this
movement is, I believe, destined to go
on, to grow from the peint at which it
has arrived now until we bring the
whole people of Scotland to the one un-
animous opinion that the Presbyterian
«Church in Scotland is the Church
of Scotland, and that, however muck
we may be divided now, our interests
-are one and the same throughout. (Ap-
‘plause.) And, speaking as a citizen of
lasgow, 1 feel that we want now, more
than we ever did in this city or in Scot-
land, something of a territorial supervi-
siom of our people—that there shall be
no claes left unlooked aﬂelr, that we shall
not hawve masses of e growing u

an.und us of whom we inow notb?ng.g

Mr. A. Orr Ewing, M. P., moved the
first resolution, and said what made him
come forward on the occasion was that
he had heard it alleged that the move-
ment was a clerical one; and that he
felt it his duty “ as a layman. and as a
most ardent admirer and member of the
Church of Scotland,” to do his best to re-
butso stupid astatement. He showed that
patronage had been the cause of all the
conriderable secessions from the Church ;
and that apart from that one source, the
churches that had dissented from her had
had much more trouble with the Civil
Courts.than ever she had, while they were
also much more given to subdivision
among themselves. Col. Campbell, of
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Blythswood, seconded the resolution,
cause * he was sure that if carried |
effect it would be a means of sustai
the Church of Scotland which he su
ly loved,” and the Rev. Dr. Gill,
Inchinnan, ¢ thirded” it in a mox
quent speech.  He said truly that it
present agitation was clerical, it
certainly the most unselfish enter
ever cntered on.

Mr. James Baird, of Auchmeidj
next moved *that there should
measure passed that would give
Communicants in each parish a pre
ing voice in the selection of their wy
ter.” ¢ He could not state the tem
the measure which was to be pro
as a substitute for patronage; bu
might state generaliy that a board sk
be elected in everi parish ; that
persons should Le clected in ever
?egation that came under the

wo-thirds of that board were t
elected by the congregation, and
third by the heritors. One-third of
board elected by the congregation w
retire annually, and they might d
be re-elected, or others might be ¢l
in their stead. Those elected by
heritors were to remain longer iu o
He hoped the very election of this
would in itself do good. It would
the congregation together once a
and would pat an end to that deal
and stagnation that so prevailed in
parishes about Church matters.”

Professor Charteris, in seconding
resolution, repadiated the idea that
men not Communicants of the
were worthy to appoint its minis
and bhe rebuked those unchristian
acters, who would fain irterfere wi
progress or reforms of any Chu
Christ ; and sketched broadly and v
ously the ecclesiastical arrange
that would yet, he hoped, be m
Scotland.

He said: “ At an Edinburgh m
about Church-rates the other
minister, who cultivates the repu
of a genial and kindly maa, spoke
Church of 8cotland as a drowning
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said that “ some long-headed men”
¢ in doubt as to the wisdom of taking
v any of the stones that are tied to
neck, seeing that their weight will
wn it all the sooner! There are
ity of men who will oppose our
cuent on this ground, that patron-
tends to sink us, and that it is their
pest to make us keep it Lot us tell
) men—that genial Christian brother
wled—what they ought to kuow very
L already, that we are not swhmmning
onr life, that the Kirk was never
nger, heartier, happier than she is
v i never more inclined to work, and
er more conscious that there is a
at work lying ready to her hand.
planse.)  Let us show them—what
v also know very well—that our
er is growing; that in country
ishes and country towns over all the
lmen are returning to the Church
heir tathers, well assured that she is
hful, and that she is free ; that she is
| worthy of the best they can do for
(Applause)  But let me. in a
ing word, say that there are many,
v many, who, although not of us, are
h us in this matter, who lovk on our
ement as tending to broaden the
ations of the National Church, and
ey to pave the way for a union,
cther of co-operation or of incorpora-
, which shall bring light to many
k regions in our own land, and turn
w of the waste places of the earth
ruitful fields.  There are many on
m presses like a heavy burden the
v of our great cities and most of our
ns md minming districts, and who are
Iv to cease from strife, and to set
neelves with us to do the work of our
Lord and Master. In spite of all
t some implacabie foes are doing,
istians of every ereed. and especially
ttish Presbyterians of every name,
drawing more closely together. and
ne elearly that not by strife hut by
mony is the best strength of every
tion of Christ’s Church to be promot-
The day seems to me to be coming
rer, and coming very tfast, when al
great city, when all our native land,
Il be divided anew for ccclesiastical
religious purposes, when endowments
cligion shall be found attached to
ry church as the poor man’s patri-
¥, and when with the endowment
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shall be joined the generous voluntary
contributions of the congregation, mak-
ing a hond between minister and people
that is a blessing to both.  For my own
part, T can only say again what I have
often said before, that to secure an en-
dowed territorial chureh, which is the
only efficient home mission, T would
gladly sce the olt parishes subdivided,
the old teind endowments shared, not
for the benefit of the present Chinch of
Scotland, but on terms fair and equal to
all onr brethren, so that all the branches
ofthe Presbyterian Church should be join-
ed together again in unity, activity, and
power.  Everything for union—not that
union may gnve political asceidancy,
but that it may secure efficiency in those
home missions, which, amid the strifes of
Churches, have been sofearfully negleet-
¢d. Then would Christ be proclaimed
in word and deed as King of the Nation
and Iead of the Church; then would
we be able to point to a revived Chureh
and a religious people as witnes-cs for
Christ’s Crown and Covenant.”

Colonel Mure, of Caldwell, in one of
the best speeches of the evening, moved
the third resolution, and Bailie Wartson
seconded it: and Dr. Norman Macleod
came third and Chicf.

“Isit,” he asked, * any sign of death
that we have addel one-tenth to the
parochial system since 1843—that our
missions have been vigorously prosecuted
—that in one parish there had been
seven new churches built, and as many
voluntarily endowed in asingle parish—
that we are beginning to add ten new
churches in Glasgow, and that we have
raised, not by compulsion, from %120,
000 to £140,000 a year? 1 don’t say
that we have raised as much as others,
for I have often said that no mortal man
can swim for health as long as he will
swim for his life.”

Mr. J. A. Campbell moved the fourth
resolution, * that pet“ions should be
presented to Parliament.”  Speaking of
what the Church had done in the last
27 years, and of the heroism of those w ho
would not desert the ship, he said :

“The filling up of our 474 empty
churches was as much a work of church
progress as the organising of new congre-
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gations outside of the old Establishment,
and now they had a Church upon the
whole stronger i1n numbers than the
Church was beiore 1843, and a Church
undertaking to support a large amount
of Christian work at hume and abroad.
That progress had been accomplished,
too, notwithstanding that during the
whole of that time they had been labour-
ing under an unsatisfactory law regard-
ing the settlement of ministers.  If proof
of what they had done were wanted, the
endowment scheme might be pointed
out. During the seven years from 1862
10 1869, there were 72 new congrega-
tions formed in the Chureh, with ordain-
ed ministers, which was at the rate of 10
a year. The one exception to which he
had referred, he at once frankly admit-
ted, was in the far north, where the
Church was terribly weak, and had no
firm footing.” .

The Rev. F. L. Robertson scconded
the resolution, and on moticn of Mr.
Merry, M. P.. 2 vote of thanks was
passed to the Lord Provost; and the great
meeting separated at half past ten oclock,
having driven a good many nails into
the coffin of patronage.

Similar meetings have been held at
Dumfries, and in other towns throughout
Scotland. It is all but certain that a
bill for the abolition of patronage will
be brought before Parliament this win-
ter or spring.

cas =
Articles  @ontributed.

Songs in the Night.*

The night, with its darkness and
dangers, is a fitting emblem of trouble.
And in various ways it may he night
witk the believer. “When laid upon a
bed t sickness, and, throngh intense
pain, ¢ 5, what is as hard to bear. great

* This article has been kindly sent m to us
by a much e-teemed friend, whose words we
have alwavs valued as those of *“truth and
gobernesc.””  We commend these “songs"
especially to the children of aMiction; for
we believe that they shall find in them bahn
and wine, healing, aud comfort, and strength.,
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langour and weariness, he is compellel
to say in the morning, * Would Gol
it were evening!” and in the evenine
“Would  God it were morning "
when sleep is sought but not found, o,
it found, is disturbed by gloomy dream.
and visions ; wken the mind sympathiz.
with the body in its weakness. and ean
not fix itself upon the trath for comfon,
or, what is worse, is tempted to-have
hard thoughts of the providential dispen-
sations of Jehovah,—then,  with  the
Christian, it is the time of night. Tl
was the case with Job when he e
the day of his birth, and when he pray el
that he might be hid in the grave. ()
when, through  adverse providene .,
poverty is encountered, when with diff.
culty the barest pittance is secured, when
the future looks dark and gloomy, aul
the present is filled with worrying car
—then with the believer it is the time
night.  This was the case with Naon
who, bereaved and poverty-stricken, i
returning to her native country, sail,
* Call me not Naomi, but eall mé Mara:
for the Almighty hath dealt very bitter
Iy with me.” T'went out full, ‘and the
Lord hath brought me home again
empty.”  Or, when the best laid plan
have completely failed, and the brightes
hopes  been (li.\appuilgwl.—when the
lesson has been taught which is so hard
to fearn, Man proposes put God disposes,
—then with the believer it is the season
of night. Or. when some member of
the family grows up wayward, self-willel.
disobedient; when the heart bleeds a
the manifestation of the spirit of rebek
liousness, oris completely crushed in
knowing that such an one has been cut
down in his wickedness,—then it is the
scason of night with the believer. s
darkness that can be felt.  This was the
case with Eli in beholding the ungodly
conduct and in hearing of the dreadfil
end of his sons, Hophni and Phinehas
This. too, was the case with David when
he went up to Bis chamber and wept,
saying. = Oomy son Absalom, my s,
my son Abaalom ! wanld God I had el
for thee, O Absalom. my <o, my sen”
Or, when the shadow of death falls upn
the houschold—when the ehild around
which the affections had entwined then
selves, or the youth the hope of the
family, or the dear partuer in life, is laid
low—then, in the hour of sore berease
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ment, in realizing that a void has Leen
made which time can never fill, it s with
the believer the season of night.  Thia
was the case with the widow of Nain
when herlast coal in Ierael wasqnenched.
This was the case with the heart-Lroken
sisters of Bethany as they laid  their
brother in the weave.  This was the case
with the patriareh of old when the desiy
of his ey was removed by a stroke and
he songht wheve to bury his dead out
aof his sight.

Or, when the soul has lost
its sense of the divine faivor,-—when the
mournful fangunage i« heard, © O that it
were with me as in months past, when
the candle of the Lovd shone upon me ™
then with the Christian it is the season
ot night. This was the case with Asaph
when he said, © T remembered God and
was troabled. my spirit wasoverwhelmed.
Will the Lerd cast off forever ? will He
be favorable nomore 7 This was the
case with David when hesaid, ¢ Restare
unto me the joy of” thy salvation.”
What ave these songs?  What state
of mind do they imply 7 Singing is an
evidence of a cheertud frate  of mind.
Songs in the night must therefore indi-
cate a happy state of mind in - distress.
These songs do not originate in a sullen
endurance of trial.  No, the heart that
rehels against the hand that smites is not
aheart that can sing. Nor are these
songs the result of apathy.  There are
those who seem to have something like
astoical indifference to the trials of life.
But «uch persons eannot sing: at best
they ¢an sufler without the appearance
of tronble. Nor do these songs arise
frim a Yicht-heartedness, a buoyaney of
sprits which some natnrally poscess; for
while this light-heartedness may  soon
obliterate  the remembrance of severe
trial, it gives no real comfort during the
time of trial. These songs in the night
are founded upon an intelligent faith in
the divine  perfections, and upon right
teclings toward God who orders the ot of
s peaple. They are hased upon faith
in the divine wisdom.  The Christinn
belicves that God sees the end from the
beainning.—that Iis plansare absolutely
perfect,-—that Ile never mistnkes, has
never to retrace a single step. and that
every event that transpires is linked into
what is past and into whatis future.
And in the time of trial he remewbers
these things and says, “ There is a needs

4

be in my afftiction.  God hath sent it.
I dare not impeach Iis wisdom. | must
not regard this event by itself, bat in the
hearing it has apon God’s glory and my
wood. The thorn is sharp, bat I have
confidenee in the hand that holds it It
ir not for me to stay that hamd from
working, or ta say to God, What doest
thon ?" " This taith Abraham had when
he obesed the divine ecmmand and pre-
pared to offer up hiz only son, the ("nihl
of promise.  Everything that the eye of
sense conld see was against  obedience.
Bt Abraham’s faith never faltered. It
was God’s command, and it mnst he
right. Tt was thix calm, anlesitating,
settled trust, that gave him ~ongs in the
night.  And it was the abence,—at all
events, the extreme feehleness—of this
confidence in God, that left Jacob in the
night of his trial without a ray of light
to seatter the darkness: < Juzeph is not,
and Simeon is not, and ye will take away
Benjamin  alo; all these things are
against me.”

These songs are founded, too, upon
confilence in the divine goodness.—
The Christian belicves not only that
God uever errs in what e does,
but that Ile has at heart the good
of His people in even  their sharpest
trials. The chastisements which a Kind
parent ioflicts upon his chilidl may be
severe, but they are designed for good,
and are a token of parental aflvetion.
So the Christian remembers that ** whom
the Lord loveth e chastencth, and
seourges every son whom IHe receiveth”
And he never forgets the words of the
prophet, * The Lord is gowd, a strong
hold in the day of trouble: and He
knoweth them that trust in ™ Tt
was confidence in the divine @nodness
that made the Apostle exelyim, * Our
present light afflictions which are but for
a moment, work out for us a far more ex-
cecding and eternal weight of glory.” It
was for the time a weak fhithin this
gouldness that tempted Mary and Martha
to say, “Lord, if thon hadst heen here
my brother had not died.”

‘These songs are also founded npon con-
fidesice in the divine power. Itis not
enough that a person who wishes to be-
friend me is wise and goodl; he must
be able to give me what I need —
And  God, the best friend of His
pecple, is omnipotent. Is anything
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too hard for the Lord? Te is as
able as He is willing to do for them all
that they need. He can exempt them
irom trouble, or support them in it, or
deliver them out of it. His power has
divided the sea, brought water from the
flinty rock, and burst open the doors of
the imprisoned. And while the Chris-
tian does not now expect any miraculous
interposition on his behalf, he believes
that the omnipotence of God shall shield
him frem all real harm, and shall bring
him at lastin safety to the heavenly
kingdom.

Now, it is this intelligent faithin God,
and these right feelings towards Him,
that give the Christian these songs in the
night. Thus exercised, Job was able to
say in his best moments, ¢ The Lord
gave, the Lord hath taken away, blessed
be the name of the Lord.” Thus ex-
ercised, Paul and Silas at midnight sang
praises to God in the prison at Philippi,
while their feet were made fast in the
stocks. Thus exercised, the apostle,
when told that the thorn in the flesh
must remain, exclaimed, “Most gladly
will I rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me.”
Thus exercised, the prophet could ex-
claim, in the midst of the Joss of the fruit
of field, fold and stall, “ Yet willIrcjoice
in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of
my salvation.”

Who gives these songs in the night ?
*“ God my Maker.” None but Ile can

ive these soi.gzs. The heart cannot tune
itself to sing them. Left to itself it
would give forth nothing save the low
wail of sorrow, if not the words of bitter
and sinful fault-finding with God. Nor
can any fellow-creature give these songs.
One may be instrumental in helping
another to_sing them, but only instru-
mental.  The words of divine truth he
may quote, or the arguments based
thereon, may banish the sorrow and su

lant it with joy ; but then, after all, it
18 only instrumentality. The Christian
can do nothing of himself as an agent
to give comfort to others.  Ilas he not
often experienced this? Has he not,
for example, often talked and reasuned
with the spiritually distressed, and acet
his efforts have proved fiuitless?  Ilas
he not felt, as the darkness and distress
were as graat as ever, that none but Ile
who made the heart can dispel its doubts,
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banish its fears, and still its trembling ?
Those who, when in trouble, ask the
question, * Where is God my Maker,
who giveth songs in the night ?” ar
conscious that God is the only sourct
whence aid can come. With David they
say, “Iwill lift up mine eyes to the
hills, from whence cometh my help. M;
help cometh from the Lord.”  Mark the
language of appropriation—God 1y
Maker—God, who has made my bod;.
and who alone can give me food and
raiment and shelter and deliverance i
danger—God, who has made my soul.
and who alone can give me peace and
(uictness of mind— God, who has created
me a new creature in Christ Jesus, anl
who alone can give me correct views of
his providential dispensations, clear div
coveries of my interest in the blessing
of the everlasting covenant, gracious and
comforting experiences, implicit conf-
dence in His ability and willingness ts
perfect that which concerneth me—this
God is my Go4, in Him I trust, to Iin
I look.”

ds it with us the season of night ? We
should sing. Not only should we nf
murmur, we should be cheerful. ¢ Re
Jjoice evermore, yea, T say unto you,
Rejoice.”  Although in the valley
Baca, we should sing as we go. Ths
will be for our spiritual health and conr
fort : this will redound to the glory ¢
God. XNout that weshould bestoical ; for
religion refines our sensibilities and &
lows us to weep. But even when vz
eyes are blinded with tears, let our heart
be filled with peace and our tonguy
with melody. To attain this state w
must trust in God—in Iis wisdom, H
goodness, Iis power. We must meditate
upon the design of affliction. It glur
fies God. Were it not for the night w
should never see the glory of God in th
starry firmanent. And so were it ng
for the night of affliction, there are man:
festations of the divine character iy
which we should remain strangen
Aflliction is also designed (o benefit oy
selves.  The tree issevercly pruned the
it may become more frutful. Ty
surgeor’s knife s used that a diseasd
i may be lopped off and the Lo
saved. The chisel cuts many a stk
in the stune which is to vccupy an i
)i"ormnt place in a beautsful tempk

1en, tou, afflictions are comparatie]
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“light” and “ but for a moment,” while
lw\ond there awaits us “ an ct\rnal
weight of glory.”

It may yet be day with us: our sky
may be clear and onr sun bright. What
then ¥ We must expect the mg‘ht Job
said, « I shall die in 1y nest,” but many
and severe were the trials 1hrou;;h which
he passed before the end cane. Andso
no one knows when, or how many, or
from what quarter, trials may come.
While we avord that morbid state of mind
which is always foreboding evil, let us
expect the night and m.mfull) prepare
forit. ‘Then should sickness, or loss of
property, or disappointinent, or painful
bercavement, be the trial which the
night brings, so far from entertaining
hant thoughts of God or being over-
whelmed, we shall be able to say,
« Though He slay me, yet will I trust in
Him”  The dark m;_,ht of death, too, 18
before us all. From it there is no escape.
fts air is chilly—its shadows are dark.
Fur this night we should prepare.  Hap-
py the man whose life is now illumimed
by the Sunof righteousness.  When the

wight cometh down he will fear no evil.
For him theve is, bevond the darkness,
the light of cternal day-

We are thus reminded of a place
where there is no night. « And there
shall be no night tht,re and they need
no candle, neither Iwht of the sun; for
the Lord gucth themn light, and thv)
shall reign for ever and ever” If tlu
traveller can sing, although the way is
rugged, bocause it leads him to his
hmm- much more may the Christian
sing, although weary and foot-sore he
toils along, since hiis is * the rest that re-
maineth for the people of God”  And
if he can sing here, sing where be issub-
Jjected to discipline, sing where there is
many a heavy cross to carr\ and many a

hard battle “to ficht, sing where the
mysteries of roudence are dark and
incomprehensible, what shall he not be
able to do when ¢ the dav breaketh and
the shadows flee away, " when he *shall
sce face to face” and” “ know even ashe
is known” when the palm branch of
vietory is put into his hand, and when
“ Gonl shall wipe away all tears from his
eves”

J.C.
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Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund.

In no profession or calling is the out-
look towards old age so gloomy as it is
among the Presbyterian ministers of this
Province. To say that ministers gener-
ally in these Provinces are the hardest
worked and most ill-paid body of men
that can be found, is uttering what every
one admits, and yet the general assent.
to this proposition, it is to be regretted,
does not do away with the necessity of
repeating it, inasmuch as this universal
knowledge of their merits and their
worldly condition ducs not impel their
congregations to provide a maintenance
for them when they have grown old and
become disabled in their service.

Most other eallings hold out the pros-
pect to their industrious and deserving
followers, that when wearied by the long
day's labour, they can enjoy that rest ang
ease which are so grateful to the worn
out and the old ; but the ministers of our
Church, if friendless, may starve when
no longer able to work. Amongst some
savage tnbes, the inhuman custom pre-
vails_of putting to death those who by
age or infirmity are incapable of pro-
vuim«r for themselves1 but the Church
of Scotland in the Lower Provinces, less
generous and considerate than these
sa\'agee, allows its disabled ministers to
die a lingering death, unaided by any
pittance towards the support of life, and
yet too hutuane to lend a friendly hand
to rid the worn out toilersin the Church’s
service of the life which the oppressive
weicht of that service has rendered
burdensome. Is it not a scandaland a
shame that the Church in the Provinces
lcaves our hardest worked and most de-
serving ministers to the cold hand of the
world’s charity for the means of sub-
sistence ?

But some one, anxious to dismiss an
unpleasant subject, may say of such,
 Oh, they mistook their calling.”  But
it might be inquired of him whether he
knew of the labours, and their attendant
sucerss, of the persons so ungenerously
spoken of.  Ten to one he wouhl have
to confess his totad ignorance in the mat-
ter.  Regarding those who make these
thon«hucs and coarse remarks concern-
ing better and perhaps abler men than
themselves, the Chburch may be allowed
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to congratulate itself that they at an
rate have not so far mistaken their call-
ing as to have applied for ordination.
In this Province, it may be safely affirm-
ed, we have not much to complain of as
to our Ministers having wistaken their
calling. Privileged toread some private
correspondence which one of our minis-
ters, whose abilities are certainly not
over-rated by the publie, had had with a
friend.—so replete as these letters are
with wit, humour and genuine cloquence,
contrasting so favourably with the letters
which are occasionally published in the
newspapers, and so gloated over by the
public, whose only interest sevms to be
the obtrusions of the writer's own petty
personality,—1 was strengthened in a

revionsly formed idea that the Church
m these Provinces has been fortunate in
securing men whose abilities are above
the average which obtains in other pro-
fessions.

Instances which come under one’s own
observation are naturally those to which
one refers; and it is only on thizaccount
that the following reference is made to
one whom the writer knows well, whoee
claims upon the general community of
Presbyterians in four of these Provinces
are great, who would feel delicacy him-
self 1n urging upon the Church the duty
of providing a special fund for the relief
of Aged and Infirm Ministers who have
spent their lives in her service, because
it might be thought that he spoke only
on his own behalf. The reader must not
suppose, becanse the labours of one per-
son only are spoken of, that what is here
said is in the interest of any individual.
It is the claims of a class, happily not a
numerous one, that are being urged.

To a friend this aged minister writes,
recounting the history of his ministerial
life, that he was moved by the prevailing
destitution of many scattered commum-
ties in these Provinces asto religious
ordinances, to devote himselfto pioncer-
ing work in the exercisc of his ministry,
which he commenced in the year 1830.
For thirty-six years his profesiional in-
come, on an average, did not exceed
forty pounds per annum. Much of this
sum, if there were much in it (he quaintly
observes), was paid in fitful presents, pro-
duce and anonymous contributions, very
rarely aided by Home Mission Funds.

Bravely and honestly he carvied out
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his purpose of aeting as a pionecr in the
sacred work of urging wmen, in back
woods districts where no pastor’s voice
had hitherto been heard, to a regard for
things eternal.

In apartot P. E. Ikland where no
congregation had till then been got to-
gether, he was the first to be inducted to
that newly orgamized charge. Ther,
when that 13 in good working order, be
quits the comforts of this home, which
hig Christian enterprize had fairly won
for him, and secks fresh felds and

tures new in Western Canada. And
iere again he i the pioneer—the fist
incumbent of a charge which he himselr
had organized. Tl health of himself and
family, attributable” to the Canadian
climate, compels his return to his native
province of Nova Scotia, where he
ministers to a congregation of which no
minister had before had the oversight.
To each of these in their turn he was
daly inducted, and the first minister sc
inducted and settled over them.

During fifteen years of his ministry he
was engaged, in the prime of life, with
heavy evangelistie labours through the
Northern and central Counties of New
Brunswick, breaking up new grouna.
planting new churches, and thus pre-

aring the way for others to enter on
is labours with fair prospects of comfort
and success.  Concerning this period of
his life and labours in pioneering in the
back woods, he writes that he - cannot
casily find his back tracks now, but he
can cheer his declining years of retire-
ment with many pleasant memories.
He can count his 100,000 miles of travel
in the good cause; eight congregations
as the fruits wore or less of his gather-
ing, now in fair working order ; and the
melancholy satisfaction of baving taken
gcsicm of New Brunswick and Nova
tia as the burying places of six out of
scven of his family.” Well may such
an one entertain the cheering conscious-
ness of having earned a handsome re-
tiring allowance from the Presbyterian
communities of cach of the last named
Provinces, if his claims were justly ac-
knowledged.

Yes, this good old man, though worn
with many budily infirmitics, and borne
down with the weight of many cares,
having ncither bodily nor mental case,
for his worldly circumstances are very
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straitened ; yet amidst them all bears a
«tout heart, and can talk of cheering his
declining years with pleasant memories
of departed days and duty done ! But if
we think for a moment of thase of his
brother ministers who, in like case, are
not blessed with such a cheerful resigna-
tion and happy disposition, the necessity
of a public fund for their support will be
seen to be very urgent.

In a letter to a friend, he refers with
aratitude to a New Year’s gift which a
few friends had sent him, and adds: Tt
would please me still better, however, to
take my needful supplies from a public
fund yet to be for aged and infirm minis-
ters of our Church, after wearing out my
iron frame, and exhausting my private
resources, and burying my family, who
meekly shared my privations and toils
for nearly forty years. More than others,
I think, do right-hearted ministers feel at
home and at ease in the home that is
made easy and cheerful by the honest
wages of honest work. But failing in
that luxury of declining vears, I can
thankfully stay and feed with Elijah at
the brook, or go about doing good in the
Master’s work until He bids me stop and
rest, and then to live, as He chose to
live, on the voluntary hospitality of
friends, and be buried as was He in a
borrowed grave. if that alternative may
be my allounent at last.”

Every one will readily admit that
those who wear away their lives in the
endeavour to promote our interests—
those which are the highest and the only
enduring—are in justice entitled to be
considered worthy of being secured from
want. What servant who has served
his carthly master faithfully through long
vears, is left by him to starve? And
shall they who minister to us in spiritual
things be deemed less worthy than they
wha serve in carnal things ? Only fancy
one being expected to bhe the mast open
handed in alms giving. the most hospit-
able, always decently dressed, upon
torty pounds a year!  Surely, such an
one is parson rich indeed ! What groom
who has the care of horses would under-
take the duty for $3 2 week?  Not one
where I reside for less than double the
money. But here is one who has had
the care of immortzl souls, left to trust to
Providence for life's sustenance, after
baving received throughout his ministry
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a salary so inadequate that the only
wonder seems to be how existence could
have been supported. We certainly
cannot wonder that nothing has been
put by.

Nor is this neglect to provide for
ministers to be attributed to any want
of good feeling towards them on the part
of those to whom they bave ministered.
For, to quote from the same letter: «1
am heartily welcomed and delighted
when permitted to visit the scenes of
many self-denying labours whilst rough-
ing it in the bush.” Asit is in his case, so
it is with other faithful ministers. Their
former congregations them with
affectionate interest, and would willingly
contribute to a fund which would benefit
their old friends. And I believe that
ther: will not be an unwilling mind in
any to aid in supplying the disgraceful
want, which now exists, of a fund for
aged and infirm ministers of our Church,
as referred to by my venerable friend,
in one of the extracts from his letter
which 1 have taken the liberty of quoting
above.

I will only add that the subject should
be brought forward at the first oppor-
tunity, and that the laymen of the
church should give it their earnest con-
sideration, for the proposition should
emanate from them; and the result
would be, no doubt, the production of a
good scheme, which, if adopted and
carried out, would wipe away a stain
that now rests upon us who are listles
and inert, when those who, if we did not
leave an obvious duty unperformed,
would be able to spend the evening of
their days free from the gnawing carex
and perplexing anxictics which follow
hard upon the steps of penury. Of a
truth may each poor but faithful minister
say, *'Ths not so well that Iam poor:
though many of the rich are damned.”

A LaymaN.

Two Months in 8t. John’s
( Coxcluded.)

On entering the harbour, the building
that will most readily catch the eve
the Roman Catholic Cathedral. Pro-
bably the Scotch Kirk presents the next
best appearance. It is a plain but hand-
some, white, wooden building, seated
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for 750, and® has a steeple, in which
hangs the only bell in St. John's, which
rings to call Protestants to public wor-
ship; it has a vestrv containing two
rooms, is well lighted and comfortable,
and would be much more =a if the heat-
ing arrangements were improved. Its
situation is very commanding ; but what
it thus gains in appearance it loses in
convenience, for, in winter especially, it
is really difficult of access. The con-
gregation is very small, numbering only
about 300, and consequently a great part
of the church is necessarily unoccupied.
Adjoining it are a neat little Manse, a
school-house and school-master’s house.

And now, as to my work. I found in
the outset several external discourage-
ments.  In the first place, the business
in St. John’s is very peculiar ; there are
alternately three months of extreme
activity and three wmonths of alinost
idleness. 1 arrived not long after the
busy season bad begun, and consequently
during the whole of my stay, it was al-
most impossible for men to come to any
meeting during the week, or for me to
get an hour’s private conversation with
them, and even on Sabbaths they were
fagwed and disinclined for much mental
or spiritual exercise.

This was one of the chief hindrances
to the success of an effort which wasnot
confined to the congregation. 1 was
very anxious to get a Young Men’s
Christian Association established in the
city. But at this season most of the
young men were working until a late
hour every night except Sabbath, amd it
would have been next to impossible to
get anything like a general mecting of
thew during the week.  This, of course,
was not in itself sufficient to prevent the
formation of an Association. But after
pressing the matter for three or four
weeks, I was forced to abandon it. I
was assured on all sides that it was use-
Iess to seck the co-operation of the Epis-
eopalian clergy. The other denomina-
tions wished it all success, and promised
to co-operate with any suitable person
who would undertake the burden and
resr}:onsibi}ity of it for the first year. But
sach a person was not to be found.
Most who seemed suitable either shrunk
timidly back, or found their hands al-
ready fully occupied with work. The
failure of an Association which wasin
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existence two years ago, rendered many
timid who otherwise might have been
more hopeful.  And finally Ihad to give
the matter up.

Another difficulty which met me in
the work of the congregation was the
impossibility of getting any person to
take part in the prayeranectings.  Only
ong man in the congregation was willing
to be called on to pray—the excelient
young Superintendent of the Sabhath
School,—and he was now precluded by
business  from  astending.  Again, the
weather was ahuost invariably bad ; and
finally, my health was- like the weather.

One of these difficulties was partially
removed by an arrangement into which
I entered with Rev. T. Hall, the Minister
of the Congregationalist Churel. e
kindly asked me to co-operate with Lim,
offering to assist me in my prayer-mect-
ing, if I would assist him in onc of his.
To this I gladly agreed, and both the
cungregation and 1 have great reason to
Le thankful for it. The benefits which
they and § received were not aaerely
from Mr. Hall’s addresses and prayersin
oor meeting ; there were blessings which
came indirectly, and which camot be
measured. He had been receiving a
blessing in his church, he was carnestly
secking for more, and his warm sympathy
and eneouragement, amnd his lively seck-
ing and looking for the working of God’s
Spirit and present results, were of more
ue to we, and through me to thos
among whom £ laboured, than many
supposed.  Doubtless, ultimately to Goil
belongs all the glory, and to Him let is
be thankfully ascribed.  He graciously
vouchsafed me such help and encourage-
ment, such an open door, and such mani-
fest and quick results, as I have never
yet received elsewhere.  And this was
more than cnough to make up for all
external discouragements.

There are two services on Sabbaths,
in the forenoon and cvening. In the
afternoon the Sabbath Sehoel neets,
which is pretty well atteaded for the
size of the congregation ; some of the
teachers were not communicants. A
uniform scheme of lessons was adopted,
and at the close of the school the
teachers remained for half an hour for
the study of next Sabbath’s lesson. In
the idle season I suppose this teachery
peeparatory meeting will be beld on
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some evening through the week. The
voung wonen’s Bible ¢lass was at first
held on Sabbath, and there was none for
young men 3 but when T gave up hopes
of the institution of a Young Men's
Christian Association,the voung women’s
class was transferred to Tuesday even-
ing. and a young men’s class was held on
Sabbath instead.  The holding of separ-
ate classes involves more labour; but
where it can b done, it is likely to be
more usctul, as the members feel more
free to ask questions, to express them-
selves, and t¢ manifest anxiety which
otherwise they may feel but Lashfully
bide.

The prayer meeting was held on
Thursday evenings, first in the school,
but aftcr\yanls in the church, and was
comparatively well attended by our own
people. with 2 number from the Congre-
gationalist and other churches.  Bearing
the nmame of a prayer-meecting, it was
really more like 2 week-evening service,
as generally no person tovk part but Mr.
Hall and myself.

Althoueh not connected with our own
Charch. let me briefly describe the meet-
ing in \\'h.ich I :ssisted Mr. Hall 5 for it
i one which might very profitably bLe
imitated, where circumstances are favor-
able. It was similar in design to the
serviee for children which is held monthly
orquarterly in sume of our own churches;
that is, the children were immediately
addressed.and the diseourse was srecinll'v
snited to them, while older people were
present. and - were thus indireetly, and
accasionally  direetly, spoken to. But
instead of being at so long intervals it
was weekly, it was also more free and
casy,questions were asked and admirably
answered, hymns were sung which were
found to interest and be liked by chil-
dren, and they were sung well and
heartily too. It is very often found that
no d'scourses so reach the hearts and
consciences of adults as those which are
addressed to children. At the close, all
who were enquiring the way to Zion,
and wio wished for conversation and
prayer, were invited to wait, and some-
times the little vestry was crowded with
both chiliren and grown persons.  The
experience of some of the most successful
lahourcss groes to show the usefulness of
@ving sueh an opportunity after the
preaching of the Gospel.  Impressions

arc thus fixed which would otherwise be
diseipated, difficulties are removed, the
way of salvation is more fully explained,
the hesitant is helped to decision, the
nail is clinched which was driven in by
the public discourse. Often the seed
which is sown in public preaching is
hastened in germination and growth,
and is reaped, by this and other modes
of private dealing. I found it also most
important to watch the countenances of
the aundience, and where uny showed
signs of anxiety or feeling, to visit these
immediately, and endeavour to lead
them at once to the Saviour.

Another meeting which I twice ad-
dressed was held every fortnightor month
a few miles out of town. and conducted
by different ministers.  Both times some
remained behind, seemingly more or less
deeply impressed and anxions for salva-
tion. The last time twosisters remained,
one of whom seemed very deeply and
genuinely under the influence of God’s
Spirit, working by Ilis truth. Poor
thing ! she had just come to the place,
as a servant, and up to this time had
been under the preaching of one of the
highest of High Churchinen, and 1 sup-
puse the simple gospel from the text,
“ By Him all that believe are justified
from all things, &ec.,” was new to her,
and entered her heart more readily than
it does hearts that are gospel-hardened.

At first I did not expect to visit many
of the congregation except the sick and
those specially needing visitation.  But
1 soon found that all looked tor a visit;
and as the time of my stay was lengthen-
ed from four to six, and from ¢ix to
eight wecks, I succeeded in visi(ing al-
most every family at least once. The
first few visits were paid in company
with a friend who very kindly accom-
panied me to guide and introduce me.
But 1 presently found that T conld not
casily get into close personal dealing
unless alone ; and 1 consider that pasto-
ral visitation, which amounts to nothing
more than a polite, general chat, is worth
very little, 1f, indecl, it is not worse
than none at all, and that the conversa-
tion should always be made closely, ear-
nestly and affectionately personal, like
Paul's, who *taught from honse to
house,” « warning every man night and
day with tears.” _ And so I began intro-
duving mysclf. I cannot be sufficiently
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thankful for the manner in which God
opened the way in conversations. The
bearts of the people seemed prepared,
and almost always I found at Yea.st ear-
nest attention and frankness, and often
much more. I often came away wonder-
ing; the same kind of speaking which
otherwheres had met with a cﬁilly 8i-
lence or heartless assent, here, by God’s
blessing, seemed to find hearts and con-
sciences ready at once to give earnest
heed toit. This, of course, reacted upon
myself, quickened and encouraged me,
and nerved me to do what chilling or
hypocritical receptions would have left
me without heart for. And when, after
three or four weeks had passed, several

rsons sought private conversations, and
in a short time seemed to pass from
anxiety to peace in belicving, and to a
new state of heart; and when, as week
after week passed, one and another
seemed to come to the Saviour and take
Him at His word, some from our own
congregation, some belonging to others,
—all I can say is that I was at once
humbled and encouraged ; filled with re-
joicing and gratitude, for the threefold
reason of the advance of Christ’s king-
dom, the salvation of souls, and the set-
ting of God’s seal to my ministry ; and
at the same time with shame for my un-
worthiness of it. 1 will not speak of
individual cases; this may meet their
eye, and it would not, therefore, be wise.
Nor will I venture to speak very posi-
tively as to numbers. F had but E;):le
time in which (o watch the fruits brought
forth, and thus my judgment may prove
a mistake in some cases. Some over
whom I rejoiccd may yet go back and
prove a source of grief instead of joy.
Aund it may be that others, of whom I
was not aware, were led to seck and find
rest in Christ. But I may say that judg-
ing from their own profession, and such
evidences as I had, I rejoice in the be-
lief that about fiftcen from our own
congregation alone, besides a few from
other congregations, then came to
the Saviour.  Of these the greater
number belonged to the young women’s
Bible class, three were young men.
Besides these, a considerable number
seemed to be under more or less deep
conviction of sin, of whom the greater
part were men.  Shortly before leaving,
seeing that, otherwise, I should not suc-
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ceed in getting an opportunity for pri-
vate conversation with a number of the
young men, 1 did what, under ordinary
circumstances, I should not consider pro-

er,—I called on them at their places of

usiness, and if I found them disengaged,
asked them to take me aside where we
could have a chat together. I found
some of them in a deeply interesting state
of mind, almost persuaded to be Chris-
tians.

Need 1 say that when the time of my
stay was ended, I was sorry to leave a
work which, by God’s blessing, had be-
come so intensely interesting ? Yet it
seemed to be my duty. I left on the
cvening of the 21st Dec., and, after an
extremely long passage, arrived in Hali-
fax on the morning of the 26th.

I feel it due to the whole congregation,
to acknowledge their very great kind-
ness to me while there and when leaving.
And 1 am glad to be able to say in con-
clusion, from the good news I hear from
St. John's, that both Mr. Hall's congre-
gation and our own, now under the care
of Mr. McDougall, seem still to be receiv-
ing a blessing. J.F.C.

Patronage.
(FROM OUR 8COTCH CORRESPONDENT.)

The readers of the Record, in the Feb.
number, were made aware that the
Church of Scotland is now making an
effort to have the Law of Patronage
modified. Public meetings are still being
held to give members of the Church an
opportunity of expressing their opinions
on the proposed change.

It may not be out of place to state
some of the chief features of a system
which has oflate years so much impeded
the progress and usefulness of the
National Church.

“ The right of Patronage as now ex-
isting is an heritable right, which may
be feudalised, and it may be united to
and pass along with lands ; whilst, inre-

avd to all patronages to which no legal
title can be shown, the Crown is held o
be patron.”

‘T'he patron is allowed six months after
cach vacancy to select a presentee. If
he fail to do so within that time, the
Presbytery of the bounds are entitled to
present.

It is the undisputed right of the con-
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gregation, at the moderating in  the
Call, to state any oljections to the pre-
sentee which may affect his fitness for
the charge ; and during the time allowed
for trying his qualifications, any of the
Communicants may proceed against him.

There are several additional restrie-
tions placed upon the power of the patron.
Bat, although his right is not absolute,
yet, when injudiciously and obstinately
exercised, it is greater than any indi-
vidual not personally interested ought to
have in determining that which concerns
others vastly more than himself.

That there should be a minority in
the church who still cling to customs
that ought to have passed away with the
age which called them into existence, is
only what might be expected.  The ultra
conservative notions of some exclude
even a hope for any improvement.
However ruthless the abolition of patron-
age may seem to them, it must soon be
numbered amongst the things that were.
The levelling hand of time lays low in-
stitutions once renowned and cherished,
and refuses to perpetuate systems which
fail to adapt, themselves to the existing
pertod.  There was a time when patron-
age might be considered the best mea-
sure that could be devised to secure the
seace  and prosperity of the church.

But that age has passed away, and so
must its peculiar laws and usages.

That patronage has of late years not
only failed to benefit the church, but also
u.zeetly and indirectly operated against
hee best interests, is now frankly ad-
mitted by a large proportion of her ad-
herents. . Nor s it very surprising that
such a-law should prove irjurious, when
the relation, or rather the want of re-
lation, of many of the Patrons to the
Church is considered.  Some of them
are neither adhberents of the Charch, nor
resident in the country.

A public meeting of members and
friends of the Church of Scotland favour-
able to the repeal of the present law of
Patronage was held in the City Hall of
Glasgow on the 2nd of February.  (For
particulars sce page 61). The meeting
sasin every way a grand success.  All
10w depends upon the view Parliament
#ill take of the matter, which can
carcely be adverse, considering the
maninity of sentiment expressed by the
herents of the Church.

Sight-Seeing in New York.
NO. III.

Thirteen years ago Mr. I’eter Cooper
applied to the State Legislature for an
act to enable him to found a_Scientific
Institution in the city of New York.
The request was readily grauted, the
Institution was incorporated, and has
since buen known as « the Cooper Union
for the advancement of Scicnce and
Art.” Every one who knows anything
of New York will be able to torm an
idea of the immense value of the block
of land bounded on the North by Astor
Place, on the East by Third Avenue,
on the South by Seventh Street, and on
the West by Fourth Aveuue. This
block ot land, with buildings, &e., was
%fvcn, but this did not cxhaust Mr.

Jooper’s generosity.  Hisinterest in the
working-men of New York was decp
and sincere.  He was a mechanic him-
self, and he knew from experience the
difficultics they hatt to contend with, and
he resolved early in life that if God
would bless his industry ~nd make him
prosperous he would devote his encrgies
and his wealth to the establishment and
maintenance of an Iustitution for the
education of the young mechanics of
New York in such branches of know-
ledge as were neeessary to their becom-
ing intelligent workmen and good
citizens. This became the great purpose
of Mr. Cooper’s life, and he ceased not
until he saw the work completed and the
Cooper Union fully equipped.  He de-
sired to * apen the volume of nature by
the light of truth—so unveiling the laws
and wmcthods of Diety that the young
way sce the beauties of creation, enjoy
its blessings, and learnto love the Ba
from whom cometh every good a:ﬁ
perfect gift” Then he adds: « My
heart’s desire is, that the rising genera-
tion may become so thoroughly acquaint-
ed with the works of nature, and the
great mystery of their own being, that
they may see, feel, understand and know
that there are immutable laws, designed
in infinite wisdom, constantly operating
for our good—so gouverning the destiny
of worl&s and men, that it is our highest
wisdom to live in strict conformity to
these laws.” * * # «My design is
to establish this Institution in the hope
that unnuinbered youth may here receive
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the inspiration of truth in all its native
power and beauty, and find in it asource
of perpetual pleasure to spread its trans-
forining influence throughout the world.”

On our visit to the Copper Union we
Rrocecdcd to the Library and Reading

oom. llere were a number of men,
who had come after the day’s work was
done, to gather information on the dif-
ferent branches of art in which they weve
engaged—some bending studiously over
huge encyclopedias of science and me-
chanics, and others were busy tracing
the different scctions of complicatcﬁ
machinery from large engravings spread
out before them. The room was Yar e,
airy and comfortable. On long tables
were ranged all the principal papers and
magazines of the day. We found here
all the best English and German publi-
cationg, such, for example, as * Black-
wood,” * Dublin Review,” ¢ Fraser’s
Magazine,” ¢ North British Journal,”
“ Westminster Review,” « Temple Bar,”
¢ The Ilustrated ®London  News,”
“ Punch,” and a host of others. Some
idea of the amount of good done by
such an Institution, and the way in
which it is appreciated by the mechanics
of New Yorf:, may be obtained from the
fact that the number of visitors ranges
from 15 to 20 thousand every month, or
about 220,000 per annum. During some
of the winter months we were assured
that the number of visitors was as high
as 24 thousand, or say on an average
about 750 per duy.  But the advantages
oftered by the Cooper Union are not
confined to the Reading Room and
Library. A large number of class
rooms are provided and the best teachers
are cmployed to give instruction in
Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, Chem-
istry, Drawing, Architecture, Painting,
Sculpture, Music, &c. The lectures on
all the subjects, as well as the Library
and Reading Room, are fice to all who
wish to attend and profit by the instruc-
tion given. During the last few years
no less than 1606 young men, from 16 to
30 years of age, attended the free night
schools of Science and Art.  Among
these were painters, stone cutters, car-
vers, printurs, carpenters, engineers, en-
gravers, pianoforte makers, teachers,
students, clerks, bookkeepers, &e. There
are also two courses of lectures delivered
in the large lecture hall of the Union.
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One course is conducted by the Students
themselves, and one of their number is
chosen by ballot to deliver the monthly
lecture. In the lecture roum may be
seen full length portraits of George
Washington, Franllﬁin and Lafayetce,
and these have been placed there
at Mr. Cooper’s request, in order, as he
says, * that all who behold them may re-
member that notwithstanding they are
dead, they yet speak the language of
truth and soberness.” The great privi-
leges of this Institution are offered by its
noble founder, to all, without distinction
of color, creed, or class. The religious
opinions of any sect or party can never
be made the means of excluding any
one from the enjoyment of the blessings
it offers to all, * without money and
without price.”

We spent an hour or two very
pleasantly and profitably, procured all
the information we desired, laughed over
Punch’s latest cartoouns, followed Russell
on his mission to the battle-ficlds of
Europe, and witnessed a panorama of
the Franco-Prussian war on the brilliant

ages of the Illustrated London News.
Q’V at a blessing to the mechanics of any
city is such an institution as this! and
what a benefactor to his fellow-men and
women is Peter Cooper !  His name will
be remembered and revered for ages.
The noblest monument that can be raised
to the memory of any human being is
here erected. It invites all to enter its
spacious halls and class rooms.  On the
seal of its corporation it promises to
teach them “ Whatsoever things are
true,” and to convince those who come
that Solomon spoke truth when he said
that “ Wisdom’s ways are ways of plea-
santness, and all her paths are peace.”
I have often wondered, when visiting
these noble monuments of individual
liberality in other citics, whether it will
ever fall to the lot of St. John to Le re-
membered by her merchant princes.
We cannot expect them to come down
like Mr. Cooper with a whole million at
a time, and found and endow a gigantic
establishment like the Cooper Union, but
a few thousand pounds committed to the
care of a tew judicious men whose hands
shall not be ticd so tightly that their heads
and hearts cannot adapt the advantages
of the gift to the change of circumstances
that time may effect, would confer a
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great boon on the mechanies and work-
ing classes of this city. Ttis true we
have a “ Mechanies’ Institute,” but if the
rigorous use of names were insisted on, it
is doubtful if it would be allowed to con-
tinue its present title.  Perhaps it is the
fault of the mechanics themselves that
they do not pay their money and take
advantage of the privileges it may have
to offer.  The city of Halifax has been
trequently remembered by herrichmen.
Most of her charitable mstitations are
endowed.  She has an Asylum for the
blind ; a large institution for the Deaf
and Duwb; an Industrial School for
boys and girls, just finished, the gift of
her merchants ; an old ladies Home fully
equipped, and an Orphan  Asylum, a
Refuge for the fallen, and several other
institutions.  Some  of these are hand-
somely endowed by the rich who have
died during the last few years.  We are
not forgetting that we in St. John have
had liberal bequests from  ladies and
gentlemen who have passed away be-
loved and remembered, but feeling that
there is much yet to be done, we hope
that the future has in store for this city
many who will consider the poor and
the ignorant, and in the distribution of
their wealth will not be unmindful of the
claims of the homeless and helpless.
Portland. St. John. (['r. J. C.

[But Tlalifax gencrosity should not
stop till the Y. M. Christian Association
i< furnished with a respectable building
as the head-quarters of their good work.
—Ep. M. ]

The Scottish Hymnal

The more carefully this collection is
studied, the more do its many excellen-
cies impress us.  Though there are only
200 hymng, we do not know a single
first-class hymin in the language that has
been left out.  And it is a great matter
not to have a bulky collection with which
no congregation could ever be expected
to become familiar.  The ¢ Hymnal’
could be bound up with the Bible and
our Pralms aud Paraphrases, and not
make the volume too large to curry
about with us conveniently 3 for even
now our psabwis, paraphrases and hymns
all together wouldn’t much exceed 4005
and what is that number to the 800,
1000, or ¢ven 1400 that ate to be found
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in many of the plethoric hymn-books
that are handed to us in other churches.
and where the really good hymns are,

« Rari nantes in gurgite vasto.”

Another excellence is the accuracy
which gives us in every case the original
version of the hymn, the author’s own
words.  The difficulty of sccuring this
was very great 3 for there is not a popu-
lar hymn that hasn’t been corrupted by
unscrupulous barbarians here, there, and
everywhere.  Our neighbours in  the
United States are espedially reckless in
making changes, some of which must
harrow the authors’ soul~ as much as it
their children had their hands or feet
lopped off, and the limbs of other chil-
dren, perhaps red, yellow or black,
tacked on instead.  We have noright to
mutilate any author thus. If we cannot
sing his hymn as he gives it to us, we
can let it alone.

Another excellence in this, and less or
more inevery hymn-book.is the testimony
it gives to the essential unity of Christ-
endom. Here are the chosen songs of
praise of every branch ot the Church of
Christ, and yet we can all <ing them
without thinking which of them is from
the Latin, or which from the German,
which from English, Scottish, or Amer-
ican sources. The poorest show indeed,
is from this Continent.  Only one of the
200 hails from it,—Ray Palmers “ My
faith looks up to thee.” We are too
young, too busy, perhaps too shallow and
materialistic, to write hymns that “the
world will not willingly let die.” But
when one sings the “ Dies irae” of
Thomas of Celano, or the « Jerusalem
the Golden” of Bernard of Morlaix, he
never dreams of asking ¢ what denomin-
ation was he of 7”  There is * one faith,
one hope, one baptism,” and I don’t know
a better out\v:m{ evidence of it than this
Hymnal.

It is also interesting to nctice that
though an author may have written
scores of hymns, his name is generally
associated with one of them. It looks
as if no one had ever written more than
one really good hymn, or as it he had
written one to much better than all the
others that it is * first and the rest no-
where.” Thus we have Toplady’s ¢ Rock
of Ages;” Newtons * How sweet the
name of Jesus sounds;”  Cowper’s
« There is a fountain filled with blood
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Watts,  When T survey the wondrous
Cross ;" Bishop Ken's morning and even-
ing hymn; l}cbcr's grand missionary
hymn ; and even Wesley's and  Keble's
names are associated—the first with
« Jegus, lover of my soul,” and the
second with “ Sun of my soul, thou
Saviour dear,” thongh they each wrote
hundreds.  So Robertson  of Monzie-
vaird has written the one grand hymn,
“ Thee God we praise,” and no other that
we know of ; MacDutls name is asso-
ciated with * Christ is coming;’ and
Bonar's with * I lieard the voice of Jesus
say.”  So, too, we have Milman’s « Ride

. . : " A s
on, ride on in majesty ;* and Sarah F.
F. Adams’ matchless cryy ¢ Nearer my
Gaod to thee;” and Ray Palmer’s « My
faith looks up to thee:” and, though we
could give many other illustrations, can
we close this list of one hymn to one
name better than with Henry F. Lyte’s
 Abide with me; fast falls the eventide™?

HaviFax.

Our Roman Catholic Population.

As far back as the yvear 1824, Census
were taken exhibiting the relative num-
ber of the different religious persuasions
in our Province, showing that the Pres-
byterians were the predominant body.
By another Census taken in 1838, 1t
appears that the Presbyterians had not
increased in the same ratio as the Roman
Catholics, and, according to the last
returns made, the latter were the largest
single denomination in Nova Scotia.—
Being the first to occupy the ground,
they laboured most assiduously among
the people, and their labours have been
crowned with success.  They now con-
sist principally of four classes, viz., the
French Acadians, the Highlanders, the
Irish, and the Indians.

The French Acadians, though forcibly
expelled from the country in the year
1755, ave still numerous in several parts
of the Province.
these people from our shores must ever
remain a foul blot upon the page of Bri-
tish history. After the French had made
several unsuccesstul attempts to regain
this Province from the English, andlimd
failed, the latter, fearing lest they should
make a further attempt at some future
perioq, resolved to expel them and scat-
ter thew through the other Colonies.—

The extirpation of
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Accordingly our Governor, without inti-
mating to them the determination arriv-
ed at, assembled all the French through-
out the Province at their Churches.—
Euglish officers, with their military
forces, awaited them, and they were at
once apprized of their fate, declared to
be the King's prisoners, and ail their
property except money and houschold
goods handed to the Crown. About
7000 of these poor unfortunate people
were thus bereft of house and houie, and
suffered mercilessly at the hands of the
English. Their principal scttlements
arcin Cape Breton, at Clare n the
County of Digby, at Chezzetcook,
County of Halifax; and parts of the
Counties of Cumberland aud Antigo-
nish. Their numbers are now cstimated
at about 20,859. The Baptists, with
commendable zeal, bave established a
Mission among them, and the sister
Presbyterian Chureh, during the sum-
mer months, has one or two labvurers in
thesame ficid. Being among the origi-
nal possesscrs of the soil, and being so
sternly expelled, they demand some com-
miseration at our hands.

The Highland Catholics have their
principal settlements in the eastern part
of the Province, and in Cape Breton.
Having emigrated from the poorer parts
of Scotland, and being generally igno-
rant and bigoted, they have not always
the industrious habits of the Lowlinders
or of many of their Highland country-
men.

The Trish Catholics form a large ’er-
tion of the labouring classes in Nova
Scotia, and are most numerous in Hali-
fax and Cumberland Counties, though
many of them are found in our country
towns and villages. In former years
they were rather intemperate in their
habits, but of late a decided reformation
has been effected in this respeet, so that
many of them are now industrious and
prosperous, whilst not a few have held
positions with credit to themselves and
advantage to the commanity. There
are upwards of 9000 Irish Catholics in
our Provii:ce, about one-half of whow
are found in the city of Halifax.

The Indians are scattered over the
entire Province, numbering, according
to the last Census, 1407. In the com-
mission granted to DeMonts, who came
out in 1603 to colonize the country, a
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condition was inserted that he should
disseminate the Roman Catholie religion
among them, and, so long as the French
had possession of the country, they at-
tended to this ohject with the utmost
care, and the result was most favorable.
A number of years ago a mission was
estabilished among the poor wandering
people.  The Rev. S. T. Rand, a Baptist
clergyman, was employed as a mission-
ary, who haslaboured with indefatigable
zeal among them, endeavouring to lead
these poor benighted ones to the Saviour.

The whole Roman Catholic popula-
tion of Nova Scotia amounts to upwards
of 87,000, bcing nost numerous in the
County of Halifax. Two Bishops, re-
siding respectively at Halifax and Anti-
gonish, preside over them, and under
these Bishops there are upwards of fifty
priests.  They have also a College at
Antigonish, with a good staff of Profes-
sors,and upwardsof 130 chapels through-
out the Province. Our next Census
returng will likely show a large increase
in our Roman Catholic population.—
Prosecuting their work with indomitable
zcal, they afford us an example which
we should not be slow to imitate.

o
Hetters to the Editor.

Ministers’ Widows' and Orphans’
Fund.
MRr. EpiTOR,—

Dear Sir,—1 was pleased to see your re-
marks in the October Record advocating
the working up of a “ Ministers’ Widows’
and Orphans’ Fund” in the Church. In
the Record of the Preshyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces for Janunary, I was
also pleased to have seen a Report by the
Convencr of the Committee of their Synod
on ““ the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund,”
initiated in 1870. It appears from that
Report, that, by a partial effort among the
ministers and brethren of the Preshyieries
of Halifax, Picton and Tatamarouche, the
snm of €732 has been sub cribed, and au-
thority piven to the Committee to take
measures *“ so as to have the fund established
an a satisfactory footing,”” and to submit to
Sinod the views of the whole church on the
subject.

This is a movement, on the part of our
sister church, in the right direction, and
one which our own chreh may do well to
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emaulate. It is scarcely possible, with the
comparatively small and precarious incomes
of our over-worked ministers, that even
now, much less has it been in the past, they
should be able to provide for themselves
against the wants of premature old age.
More than sufficient for the days of their
active service are the evils thereof. It is
only or chicfly those congregations whose
retiring ministers ave in the best position to
provide for themselves, who are willing to
make ’Frovision for their sickness or old
age. They are apt to reason more literally
than logically or humanly, that * unto him
that hath it shall be given,” and govern
themselves accordingly.

1 hope somethipg may be done at next
meeting of Synod to develop this Fand al-
ready organized for the relief of our aged
and infirm ministers, their widows and
orphans. Are there none among the
brethren of our Church, who are themselves
in & position above want or the fear of man,
to speak, write and act for the inauguration
of a scheme to he presented at next meet-
ing of our Synod, so nearly of kin to the
spirit of the apostolic injunction, * Bear ye
one another’s bardens, and so fulfil the law
of Christ ?” D.

Letter from Mr. Robertson.

Mz. EpiToR,—

Dear Sir :—In my last I gave a list of
the various kinds of mission goods most
suitable for the natives. I also mentioned
the date by which such goods should be all
in and packed. Also that the missionary
or missionaries should sail not later thau the
first of Octoher. I now beg 1o name three
routes by which to get to Mclbourne, and
their comparative merits or advantages :
First, the over-land route to San Francisco,
and thence to Mclhourne by steamer or
sailing packet. Time: about 35 days.
(I suspect by summer a through-ticket can
be had at Amherst.) Second, by ship,
from Boston to Melbourune direct, 90 or 100
days—passage moncy, about $200. Third,
cross over to Englacd by mail packet (ten
days), visit Scotland, and go by *‘ Great
Britain” (Steamship) to Melhourne in 60
days. This latter route is the most agree-
able to me, an¢ I pre-ume to my fellow-
missionaries—cost much the same.  How-
ever, I trast we shall know in due time the
exnct cost by cach of those routes, or know
within a few dollars I alsotook the liberty,
in my letter of last month, to snggest to the
Board of Foreign Missions of our Church
the desirability of having some business
gentleman of cither St. Matthew’s or St.
Andrew’s, who will in future receive all
mission goods, have them acknowledged in
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the Record, and thoroughly put up in zine-
lined cases, and addressed to the mission-
ary for whom they are intended I know
the Board will make the best arrangements
they can in this, as thev have already done
in other matters, and I have only toadd that
in the meantime (unly for six weeks) I shall
be glad to take charge of any articles of
clothing, &e., -or the mission. Last weck
I reccived from an lady of St Andrew’s,
Halifax, & very nice dress-coat forsome one
of the Chiefs.  During the months of July
and August a warm coatis very comfort-
able to native and foreigner in the New
Hebrides ; but during the months of Janu-
ary, February and March, ’tis too warm for
heavy clothing.

There are many at home who think of
the climate of the New Hebrides as very
warm and very unhealthy; now it is not
s0. Why, how can those islands be so
very warm ? they are hetween 15° and 20°
south of the Equator, and the proportion of
land to water is very small indeed and we
always have a pleasant breeze. ’Tis rather
warm and rainy daring December, January
aud February; but even during these
months, it you have sclected an elevated
situation for your cottage, well to wind-
ward, you are sure of a cooi and refreshing
breeze, even from mid-day to about 2
o’clock in the atternoon, when the heat is
greatest.

Again, unlike the foliage in many parts
of Australia, where the leaves hang per-
pendiculaily from the branches, we have
them in the Pacific Isles spreading them-
selves out horizontally, and thus forming a
dark green canopy over our heads as we
pass on from viliage to village, through
nature’s broad opening between those heau-
tiful palm or cocoa trees.

The Islands are all very beautiful, some
of them perfect gems, homes for the gods,
little Edens let down into a silver sea,

* Where cvery prospect pleases,
And only mawn is vile.”
And even if those islands were cold, bleak
and barren wastes, who can think of thou-
sands of immortal souls yearly, if not daily,
passing ino the dread future without one
ray of hope to light up the dark valley ?

Oh ! friends, just think of the fact that
from the islands of the New Hebrides on to
the coast of Ching, it is one unbroken chain
of heathen darkness—thousands of islands
on which the toot of the white man has
never trod, ~nd tens of thousands of savages
who have never beheld the face of & mis-
sionary, or hcard from his lips of the
Saviour. The ficlds are truly white to
harvest; and, glory to God! a strong mis-
sionary spirit pervade- the Christian Church.
Never perhaps was this more evident
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thay at the present time.  The zeal of very
maxy of our young men in our own churcnes
and colleges is beautifully set forth in the
following touching lines, taken from a re-
lizious paper hy a young lady, and enclosed
to her brother, an esteemed personal friend
of my own, who has given himself up most
unreservedly as a missionary of the cross
to the dark and benighted islaunds of the
southern sea :—

THE MIRRIONARY'S CALL.

“ My soul is not at rest: there comes a strange
Aud secret whisper to iy 1 nirit, like

A dream at night, that tells me 1 am on
Enchanted ground. Why live I here? The vows
Of GGod are on me, anl I may not ~top

"o play with shadowa, or pluck earthly flowers,
Till [ my work have done, aud render up
Accourt. The volce of my departed Lord,

*(i0 teach all nations,” from the eastern world
Comes on the night breeze, aud awakes my ear.

And I will go. 1 may not longer doubt

To give up friends and home and idol hopes,
And every tender tie that binds wy heart

To thee my country. Why should 1 recard
Earth's little store of horowed sweet? 1, sure,
Have had enough of bitter in m{ cup
To show that never was it His desizn

Whao placed me here, that 1 should live at ease,
Or drink at pleasure’s fountain. Hencetorth, then,
It matters not if storm or sun-shiue be

My earthly lot, bitter or sweet my cup;

1 only pray, God fit me for the work;

Giod make me holy, and my spirit nerve

For the hour of strife.  Let me but know

There is an arm unseen that holds me up,—

An ¢ve that kindly watches all my path

Tint m{: weary pilpﬂ‘imng& have done;

Let me but know T have a Friend that waits

T'v weleome me to glory, anid 1 joy

To tread the dark and dread-fraught wilderness.
Aud when I come to stretch me for the last,

In unattended agony, beneath

The cocoa’s shade, orlift my dving eves

From Afric’s bur ing sands, it will be sweet

That 1 have toiled for other worlds than this;

1 know 1 shnll feel happier than 1o die

On softer bed.  Andaf I shonld reach heaven,—
If one that hath so deeply, darkly sizncd—

If one that ruin and revo. “iave held

With such a fearful grasp—if’ one for whoin

Satau hath struggled as he hath for me,

€hould ever reach that blessed shore, Oh how
‘I'his heart will lame with gratitude and love;
And through the aztes of eternal years,

Thus saved, my spirit never shall repent

That toil and suffering once were mine below.”

If our young men who have gone, and
those who are looking forward to the same
glorious work, have their souls saturated
with the calm, unsclfish and selt-denying
spirit delineated in the quotation I have
just given, their labonr will not be in vain
in the Lord.  As aresult, by God’s grace,
of s0 noble a self-sacrifice on the part of
Christian men and women, leaving loving
and loved fricuds, home and countrv, and
groing, as humble and faithful servants of
the meek and lowly Jesus, to the in aense
population of Ching, to the teeming mil-
lions of the Hindves in the jungles of India,to
the thousands in the wilds of Africa, and 1o
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the many tribes of ignorant savages who
people the Pacitic isles,—~many such praycrs
ns the following have hecn, are now aud
shall yet go up to God :—

THE CONVERTED INDIAN'S PRAYER,

¢ In dark wood. No Indian nigh,
Den me look Heaven, and send up cry,
Upon my kuees 80 low.
Dat God so high, “a shiny place,
8Sce me in night with teary face.
Kind teacher tcll me so.

Ho send his angel take me care,

He come His selfand hear my prayer
If Indian heart do pray.

He see me now; He know me here;

He say, ** Poor Indian, never fear,
Me wid you night aud day.”

80 me love God, wid inside heart.
He fight for ine, He take my part,
Hesave my 1ife before.
Yes! Cod luve Indian, in de wood,
And me luve Him, and dat be good,
And pray Him two timesnore" (twice as much.)

Three, and perhaps four, young men will
(D.V ) be going out to the New Hebrides
in Octoher from Nova Scotia,and wefirmly
believe ere ten years roll on, more than
twenty missionaries will leave our shores
for tiie foicign field. Last month Mrs.
Harrington received letters from Mrs.
Neilson of T'anna, stating that the mission-
aries were all well. The Dayspring bad
gone East, and the Jokn Williums had been
as far west as the New Hebrides. By this
stexmer we should have letters from Mr.
Goodwill.

Ever thine,
H. A. R sERTSON,
Ozford House, 68 Granville Street.

Princeton Theological Seminary.
Mgr. EpiTOR,—

Sir,~Having noticed in the last Record
a few statements regarding the Princeton
Theological Seminary, I propose to sup-
plement, if you grant e &pace, by a few
additional remarks.

Princeton is iocated mid-way between
New York and Philade!phia. Iiis ﬁft{
miles distant from the former, on che rail-
way line. On landing in New York, the
impression is at once formed that itisa

lace of life and business; but when enter-
ing Princeton, no one can help being im-
pressed with the fact that it isa place of
quiet and Academic repose. At the edge
of the town is the well-known institution—
Princeton College—~around whose stately
building are planted many shady and beau-
tifal trees. On treading its halls, the visitor
remembered that here were educated tho
famous Jonathan Edwards, Barnes, the
Hodges, the Alexanders, and many others
of the ablest men of America. Of this
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Institution, Dr. McCosh is President. In
the College there are 370 Stadents and 16
Professors. Poorer Students receive $100
each year. Candidates for the Ministry
receive more than this amount.  Several.
prizes are given of two hundred dollars in
the respective classes. The Students have
n debating sociciy, and at the end of the
year $400 are distributed to the best
speakers, The liberality of the Americans
should commend isself to our Haligonlans.
Some men give as much as tifteen hundred
dollars a year, and thus sapport, through
their whole course, descrving hut poor
Students.  The past two years have seen
several glve from $2 ' to $100,000; some
have even given more to erect new build-
ings. Nor is this a singular instunce of
liberality, for throughout this country
numberless acts of this nature wre witnessed.

The principal baildings in conunection
with it, are the old Seminary, Brown Hall,
the Chapel, the Library, the Refectory, the
Gymnasiam and the dwelling houses of the
Professors. In it are the class rooms,
reading room, and rooms for 70 Students.
Brown Hall is a new four storied building,
with 80 large rooms, in which are accown-
modated 80 Students. It was built b
Mrs. Brown, hence the name—Brown Hall,
It cost $80,000. ‘I'he elegant Library
edifice is the gift of Dr. Lennox. It con-
tains 22,000 volumes, chiefly 'Theological
works. By the generosity ot Mr. Srewart,
it has a fund of 810,000, the intercst of
which is devoted to its increase.

‘The ordinary Professors are five in num-
ber. Besides these, there are threc teachers
of Elocution—Prof. Kidd from the West,
Prof. Bailey of Yale College, and Prof.
Peabody of Princeton.

The Professor of Logic and Metaphysics
in Princeton College has just finished his
course of six lectures on ‘* Assent to
Truth.” Dr. Newman’s “ Examiner of
Asgent” was criticised in passing. Dr.
J. P. Thompson, of New York, is to give
six lectures, commencing next week, on
“ Egvptology.” Among American Scholars
he ranks high. Of the Egyptian Hiers
oglyphic Inscriptions be has made a special
study. These lectures are given at night in
the chapel. They are open to the public.
Ladies and gentlemen show their appre.
ciation of this privilege by attending.

Dr. Green, es‘slo{ of Oriental Lan;

uages, is at present delivering a course of
glec:ﬁ:o on Semitic Philolggy; two of
them were devoted to the Inscriptions of
Persia and Assyria. They give a masterly
summary of the attempts made to decipher
these inscriptions.

The number ot Students in attendance
upon classes not iu the ordinary course, is
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122. 24 are British, and more intensely
British now than when at home. Nova
Scotia claims 5; N. B.,2; P. E  1,2;
Oniario, 9; Europe, 6. Though few in
number, the Provincials are of more than
average ability. They not only do the
regular work well, but take extra classes.
These classes are as follows : 1. Chaldee
class numbers 10; three of these are from
the Lower Provinces: N. B., Mr. Mec-
Curdy; P. E. 1., Mr. Nicholson; N. S,
Mr. Smith. II. Syriac class numbers 3,
and all from the Lower Provinces. III.
Sanscrit class numbers 2, Mr. Nicholson
and Mr. McCurdy.

Priuceton ranks highest among the
Theological Seminaries of America. The
repose of this little town, and the various
Libraries, give to the aspitant after know-
ledge every facility.

D.K.C.

[Princeton is undoubt 1ily a very superior
Theological School for America—bat for
our own part, we would very carnestly
recommend such of our young men as in-
tend to prosecute their stadies for the
Church outside the Dominion, to do so in
a Scotch University—Ep. M. R.]

e

Hetos of our Church.

Presbyterial Appointments.

AT the quarterly meeting of the Pictou
Presbytery, held 1st March, the follow-
ing Missionary appointments, and ap-
pointments for Presbyterial visitation,
were made, viz:—

Albion Mines, 5th March, Rev. C. Duan.

Barney’s River, 12th « “

Earltown, 19th, “ “

Barney's River, 9th April, Rev. W.
Stewart.

Earltown, 16th April, Rev.J. Anderson,

W. B. River John, March, April and
May, Rev. Mr. McCunn.

For Presbyterial visitaticn, as follows :

Albion Mines, 14th March, 7 p.m., Rev.
Mr. Fraser to preach.

W. B. East River, 15th March, 11 am.,
Mr. Brodie to

W. B. River John, 21st March, 11 am.,
Mr. Anderson to preach.

Roger’s Hill, 22nd March, 11 am., Mr.
Pollok to preach.

Wallace, 4th Aprl, 11 sa.m., Mr. Mc-
Cunn to preach.
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New Glasgow, 11th April, 11 am., Mr.
Herdman to preach.

Pictou, 12th April, 11 a.m., Mr. Dunn
to preach.

Barney’s River, 25th April, 11 am., Mr.
McMillan to preach.

McLennan’s Mt., 26th Apnl, 11 am.,
Mr. Dunn to preach.

Gairloch, 2nd May, 11 a.m., Mr. Stewart.

Saltsprings, 3rd May, 11 a.n., Mr. Fraser.

As the Preshytery undertakes this

duty at great labour, and as every mem-

ber, if possible, intends to be present at

every one of them, it is earnestly hcped

and expected that the respective con-

gregations will feel it their duty to at-

tend at the above places; and asit is

impossible, in the case of double congre-

gations, to visit both, it is uxﬁnﬂy re-

quested and expected that both congre-

gations will meet in the Church specified.

W.McMiLeax, P. C.

Arrival of Rev. Mr. Dunn.

We are bappy to be able to record
the safe arrival from Scotland of the
Rev. Mr. Dunn and his lady. He has

iven u prospects of advancement
g the o%xo:dChumn order to labour
in the Colonial Church. We wish him
every success. Above all things, our

rayer is that the blessing of Almighty
F}od may follow his labours.

We learn that at the last meeting of
the Presbytery of Pictou, on the 1st
March, a call trom the Albion Mines
and Westville to the Rev. Mr. Duan
was laid on the table, and accepted.
His settlement will pmba;liy follow im-
mediately. The stipend oftered by the
Congregation is $600 and a manse. We
have now nine vacancies—five of them
Gzlic and four English—and not a
single missionary in our whole field—as
Mr. McDougal is in Newfoundland, and
likely to be settled there.

8t. Matthew’s Bible Classes.

On the evening of Tuesday the 14th
of last month, a most pleasing and de-
lightfal Social Meeting of these classes
was held in the Basement Hall of the
Church. The idea, an excellent one,
originated with Murdoch Lindsay, Esq.,

the Superintendent of this eongr?:-
tion's arfe and flourishing Sunday
School. It was not a soiree, though it
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might be mistaken for such, judging from
the numbers present ; neither were there
any set ~speeches. Thowe who made up
the company were the Minister of the
Congregation, the Superintendent of the
School. the Teachers of the Bible elasses,
and their pupils, numbering altogether
about 200. Tn the Session Ruom. tables
were spread with such refreshments as
were necessary,—tea, cotfee and eatables.
It would be needless to deseribe the
large Basement Hall of St. Matthew's,
were it not for the specially attractive
and pleasing manner in which it was
decorated for the oceasion.  The walls
and pillars were draped with Union
Jacks, and many other emblems ot loy-
alty.  Few seats were provided, as the
young people were effected to move
about and become acquainted with cach
other.  No doabt new and pleasing ac-
quaintances were formed on the occasion,
but, judging from the voung people’s
rapility of motion from place to place,
and the happy smiles that lit up their
countenaned, one would suppose ae-

uaintances  were formed  previously.
There was musie, too.  What  social
gathering can meet and separate with-
out music?  There was nstrumental
music, vocal music, sacred and secular
—if one can call such songsas « A man’s
aman for a2’ that” secular.—There was
another kind of musie which it is diffi-
cult to characterise—the music of seve-
ral sweet canaries, which seemed as hap-
py o the rest of the company, and
continued piping away amidst the buzz
of conversation, and the tramp of yvoung
feet. as, arm-in-arm, groups of twos®
threes and fours, the teachers and pupils,
Lolding pleasing  converse with each
ather, noved from place to plwe.  There
were no set speeches, and yet there were
some good ones delivered, and among
others was one from the Rev. Mr.
Thompson, a Free Church clergyman,
from Greenock, Scotland, and another
from Mr. Costley, who spoke touchingly,
in his usual graceful clegance of style, re-
ganling the past and present state of the
Church and congregation. l¢ would take
too much space to describeall the interest-
ing and instructive sights to be seen.  Dr.
Cogswell’s microscope brought under the
eve the wonders of things minute; Mr.
Robertson’s  elaborately  carved  blud-
geons. shell necklaces and nose-rings
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from the South Sca Island-, and volumes
of Punch, together with stercoscopes and
slides, made the evening ity prst alinost
imperceptibly. It was jast snch an
evening party as one would Jike to at
tend weekly.  Every thine aftorded un-
mingled delight to all present, and we
hope to hear of other superintendents
and teachers ollowing thie cood exaunple
thus set before them by SN0 Matthew's,
Halitax.

Letter from the Colonial Com-

muttee.

The following letter has been reecived
by the Convener of the Home Mision
Board from the Sceretary of the Colo-
nial Committee :—

«G. A, Coroxtan Mission,
1st Frbruary 1871, }

“My Dear Sie—I lave to thank
you for your last commuuication, which
wis laid before the Committee.  1in-
close a minute in answer. The Com-
mittee were much gratificd to see that
such suceesstul efforts were wade to
lessen the claims on the Parent Chareh.

* You may «draw on me at Your con-
venienee as usital.

«Iam yours, very truly,
CSIMON S Lavige”

The extract minute is:s follows:—

« Inter alia, read a letter of Dee 29,
1870, trom Rev. G. M. Grant, Chairman
of the H. M. Board of the Maritime
Provinces, detailing the grante required
for the half year ending 1s1 Feli, 1871,

¢ The grants were approvad of. and
the thanks of the Committee given to
the Home Mission Board at Halitax for
their labours.”

Extracted 1st Feb. hy
SiMoN S, LAunik.

Donations.

Tle minister of Saltsprings has, during
the past month, been the recipient of a
bountiful supply of coal. This was fur-
nished by the castern section of the
congregation, and is another added to
many instances of consideratenessand lib-
erality so frequently manitested by Salt-
springs ration.

Thenewly inducted minister of Roger's
Hill bas also been recently undergoing
the process of pleasant surprises.  Van-
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vus articles of household furniture, sacks
of corn, &c., though we have not heard
whether there were silver cups in the
mouths of the sacks. Mr. i“r;\scr is
busily engaged in visiting the various
tamilies both at Roger's Hill and Cape
John.

‘Wallace.

A social gathering of this congrega-
tion took place in the Manse on the
evening of the 21st ult.  The proposal
and arrangements for it were made in
such a way as to keep it a seeret from
Mr. and Mrs. Anderson.  With due
considerateness, however, a notice of it
was sent in the morning.  As the shades
of evening began to fall, the people from
different sections of the congregation
came and filled every nook and corner
of the Manse. There were present
during the evening about 200, who
found, if not seats, at least standing
room ; and who partook of an excellent
tea, provided by the ladies. In the
course of the cvening, a presentation was
made of a purse of dollars, and useful
articles to the value of $36. The pre-
sents were accompanied by an address,
signed on behalf of the congregation by
Effie McKay and Kate Steele, expressive
of their appreciation of his_faithfulness
in declaring the Gospel in his preaching,
and also of the strict example of godli-
ness sct before them in his walk and
conversation.

To this Mr. Anderson made a brief
and suitable reply, expressing his thank-
fulness to his people for their many acts
of kindness and sympathy during the
time of his pastorate over them.

We may add to this notice that it is
only a short time ago since a section of
the congregation laid at the Manse fire-
wood sufficient for a ycar’s consumption,
while, from another section, 4 or 5 men
came and spent a day in cutting it up.

8t. Andrew's Church, Pictou: 8ab-
bath S8chool Entertainment.

On the evening of Tuesday, 28th F. b,

an interesting meeting of teachers,
scholars and parents, took place in the
basement. e occasion was a lecture,

by Rev. Mr. McCunn, illustrated by a
large number of Lantern views. e
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series comprised moral lessons, Seripture
Natural History, moving Panoramas,
Bible scenes, and Bible localities, and
aave unbounded delight to the boys and
girls.  The collection, amounting to
about 812, was devoted to Sabbath-
school purposes.

The Rev Mr. Fogo is to be inducted
to the pastoral charge of St. Peter'’s,
Stauley, and St. Mary’s, Nashwaak, on
the 22d of March, by the Presbytery of
St. John. Rev. Mr. Fogo was lately
presented by the people of his Congre-
aation with a number of handsome gifts,
among which was a sleigh valued at $50.
a good substantial winter over coat and
a pair of leather gauntlets.

The appointment of a successor to the
Rev. Dr. Donald, of St. Andrew’s
Church, St. John, has been deferred till
the first week in April.

St. John's, N. F.

We have reccived very pleasing in-
telligence from St. John’s, Newfound-
land. Mr. McDougall’s health seems to
have improved, and the congregation
have given him a unanimous call to be-
come their permanent Pastor. After
due deliberation, Mr. McDougall has
signified his acceptance of the same.

Union in Prince Edward Island.

For the past year the two Preshy-
teries ot . E. I. have been holding
Conferences with each otber, and have
been co-operating in the advancement
of their conmon cause. The members
of each “have taken sweet counsel:
they have gone to the house of Gud in
company;” they have deeply felt what
they always believed that * they were
brethiren,” and they have also realized
“ how good and how pleasant a thing it
is for brethren to dwell together in
unity.” Without boasting, we think it
may be said that, so far as union and
co-operation is concerned, the two
branches of the Presbyterian Church in
P. E. L are ahead of those in the neigh-
boring Provinces. It has been our

rivilege lately to witness a real union
tween the two branches of the Pres
byterian Church in & locality on this
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Island, perhaps the first of the kind
which has taken place in these Lower
Provinces. We refer to Clyde River.
In this lovely spot the Presbyterians are
nout very numerous. yvet they were di-
vided into families, and each had its re-
spective place of worship.  There was a
« Kirk” and there was a * Seceder
Church,” each within sight of the other,
and, as might be expected in a small
community, neither was able to furnish
the bread of life statedly to .he people.
When it was suggested to Conference
that an effort should be made to unite
all the Presbyterians in this place into
one congregation, some, probably, su
Josed that there would be difliculties
the way. And we confess that it was
not without some degree of fear, on this
point, that we attended the meeting for
the proposed union, in company with
two other beloved brethren.  But diffi-
cultics we found none ; objections none,
and opposition none. The people with
one voice and, we believe, one heart, were
for unton.

At such a happy meeting we could
only *thank God and take courage,”
and say with the Psalinist,  This is the
Lord’s duing : it is marvellous in our
eves” Here were the first fruits of
union gathered in before the time of the
great harvest bad yet come ; but we feel
assured that the former is an eurnest of
the latter.— 2. E. I. Presbyterian.

o—mOCte
Notes of the Flonth:

Tuge Franco-Prusian war has ended
by the surrender of Paris, which had
suffered severely. The loss of life dur-
ingr the month of January is said to have
been frightful.  Tue terms of peace are
signed by this time. They involve the
loss of Alsace and Lorraine, and very
important frontier fortresses, and pay-
ment of two hundred millions sterling.
The next gquestion of interest is the
future government of France. The vote
bas so been in favor of Monarchy.
Napoleon is said to have no chance.
His name is associated with th:fmtest
humiliation of France. Thiers advocates
the selection of the King of Belgium,
which would restore France more than
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she has lost.  The future ruler will pro-
bably be an Orleans Prince. Mecan-
while, no member of any family that has
ruled in France is eligible to the
Freneh Assembly.  The result of this
seven-months war is that the German
empire is established and France is
wasted and humiliated. There are a
million French prisoners in  different
parts of Europe.

THe QUEEN has opened Parliament
in person. The Chancellor read the
Speuch, of which the two chief topics
were European and American affairs.
The most interesting point was the allu-
sion to the coming marriage of the
Marquis of Lorne and the Princess
Louise. The marriage is to take place
on the 21st current—to the scandal of
High Churchinen, during Lent. The
i“"" couple are to have a house in
Edinburgh, which the Edinburgh peo-
ple are to allow them to pay for. So
that the royal family are to be associated
still more clocely with Scotland. No
family in Scotland is more worthy of
this honor than the families of Argyle
and Sutherland. The former honors
among its representatives in the past one
of the most noble and dignified Scottish
martyrs, and the latter has been a con-
stantsupport to the Protestant succession.
The present Duke of Argyle i¢ an orna-
ment to literature and science, as wellas a

gacious and dispassionate politician.
Hus first publication wasanEssay on Pres-
bytery, and his recent offer of resigning
his many patronages to the control of the
church shews his warm interest in the
church and willingness to make personal
sacrifice for her benefit.  Still, the Duke
is a Presbyterian. and his love for the
church is not a partizan love. Let us
hope that this new policy of allying
royalty with the arstocracy, beginning
with such noble families, will produce
the best effects. Thisis an age in which
nothing is likely to be allowed to stand
unless it prove itself useful.

The part of the Queen’s speech refer-
ring to foreign relations %ave birth to a
discuseion in the House of Commons, in
which Disraeli attacked the foreign
policy of the government, and with some
success. G ’s reply was dexter-
ous, but not satisfactory. There is a
fenenl impression that England has
ost prestige during the last seven months.
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She has had, for some years, far too
much the look of a fussy, blundering,
prying and officious busy-hady—med-
dhng in other people’s quarrels without
any intention of rendering real service
to any of the parties—snubbed by both,
and her services accepted by each with
scarcely concealed contempt.  The gov-
ernment does not represent the prople
in this policy. The nation would like
foreign powers left alone till matters
reach & point when Britain is prepared
not only to speak, but to fight. Mr.
Disracli pointed to the fact that the
United States were civil in their corres-
pondence with all other powers but Bri~
tain. Mr. Gladstone’s correspondence
concerning the Pope was also a weak
affair. In his letter to Mr. Dease, he
pledged the government for his * dig-
nity.” When called to account, the
pledge came down to a gnarantee of his
“ personal freedom.” The manner of the
disclaimer was also undignificd. The
Anglo-American Commission was also
referred to in Parliament. The ques-
tions in dispute between the two coun-
tries are its business. Of these the
fisheries are only one—aund introduced as
part of the general question—* lest the
possible indiscretion of individuals may
mpair the neighbourly understanding”
No wonder our people are interested in
their fisheries ! Valuable as our wining
and agricultural interests are, they are
as valuable.  We only wish people were
as willing to cultivate these advantages
as to make political capital out ot them.
We hope that Nova Scotia will not pay
the price of advantages to other coun-
tries without an equivalent in her own
favor. The Conmnission, however, de-
cides nuthing finally.

Tue DALKEITH HERESY CASE pro-
mises to assume larger dimensions.  The
Presbytery has recalled its favorable
decision towards Mr. Ferguson. They
consider his views contrary to the gospel.
He is somewhat hazy in his statements,
but seems to teach an offer of the gospel
to all men in another world—contend-
ing that men have not had a fair proba-
tion. Ilis views touch upon some of the
most mysterious and difficult questions
in God's moral government.  The Pres-
bytery began with a great deal of dog-
matism, but they will have to treat the
matter differently. It may turn out a
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serious affair.  Mr. Ferguson's attack.
some years ago, upon Burns' celebrations,
in which he was right, and stood up
against the whole press of the United
Kingdom, proved him to be an able and
courageous man.  His paper read to the
Preshytery wasa good specimen of acute
cumulative argument.

WE have to lament the loss of Dr.
Donald, one of the fathers of our Church.
Ie was 2 man of a genial and kindly
dispusition—a minister who cultivated
most friendly and aflpctionate relations
with his people—a preacher whose
sermons were characterised by ability
and enlightened apprehensions of the
schene of salvation.  He will be much
missed in the community where he
laboured, and in the courtzs of our
Church.  We mourn in hope, however;
for, when the good die, it is to them
“ gain.” A. D
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