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'NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.

/

\fhe ovents recorded ag occurring in the interval since- last lesson are aside from: the
trict history of the covenant, Surah died and the account of the pprchase of the cave
of Machpelah by Abmbam js % fine plotwre of -oriental courtesy and sympathy.
Another equudly beautifol story s that of the journey of Eliezer in search of aowify tor
Tsaac, and the arrival of thebride Then Abraham died at the ripe old age of 175 yeurs
.md his body probably still lies beneath the Haram at Hebron where it was plously luid
hy the-sorrowing-dsano and-Ishmael  Accoivqmg to the -chronology of our Bibles, g
puriod of 67 years-hos elapsed--B. C. 18721800 c -

Lisson Pray. 1. The:-Pastieslo-the Sale. vs. 27, 28. II. The Transaction. ‘vs .

T 9.8,

N &
1. TugParmis To-ag Sare. 27. The boys grew—developing different disposi-
. tions under the ‘same training, es in: ail families. No two persons are.alike. Our
different tostes and talents are given.as-by God:that we may fit into dffferent:places in 3
~im*world. He ca}ls upon-us'to cultivate-our virtues end correct, by eelf-control, our %
faults. Esau-never could-have grown into a Jacob, buthg could have become a better
_Bfau, A.cunning hupter—* cunning ” has here its primary meaning,  well-instruct-
ed,” (i. e. kenning,” « knowing "), « expert,” wgkilful” It:never occurs in the Bible
in the sense of “artful.” The R V. omits:it:in Eph. 4: 147 Espu’s skill as a hufiter is
referred to-sgain in-ch. 27: 2, 3. A.man of the field—not.a farmer, or husbandman,
hut-one fond of +fleld:sports,” such as hunting. and roaming about. He was testless, .
notindustrions, No dvubt Esau’s disposition inclined him.to +this mode of life, and his .
uncouth sppearance,.rough, hairy, -and'red, would, if he was sénsitive, make him shrink
- from society. BHis occupation.is not condemned. It was an honorable one. But it
.had peculier moral as well as physical dangers It intensified the defects of his
 charicter. Instead ofafferding the-diecipline necessary to tame his impetuosity and’
strengthen his self-control, it -developed his merely physical nature and left the
moral and spiritnal-uncultivated. If‘Esau-felt called to be a hunter, he needed the
move-to live near to God:on account-of this Whilst we are not:to.shrink from any of
1ifes duties because it is perilous, yet we-are-not Wantonly to choose any work thatleads
into-temptation, or does-nat-develop the higher facultics of mind and beart. An ill

- - trade will dragany man .downwards; but God:can®kevp onr hearts clean and strong in

any path of duty which-he.places:us in. A plain man—Luther translated this a.
pieus man;” it ineans rather * with & disposition inclined to-e domestic-and quiet life."
- {(Keil) The same word is‘translated-« perfect” inJob i. 1, 8; % 3. It is not used here
in ammoral sense. He was a man of mild manners and-regular habits, just as fond of
homo as Esan was of roaming in the-flelds. The two-boys were the exact-opposites of
- ¢ach-pther in-every respect. Dwelling in tents—A huater must s end.meny-a night

. _yith no.canopy -over him but theshy. Helives:in the open air 28. lsaac Joved

- Esau<We ar8 attracted by characters-that sevm most opposite to our own. The gentle
. sensitive lsaac.admired the boigterons, rollicking Esan while-the encrgetic Rebekah. is
. most attached'to-thg quiety borte-loving Jacob. Such parental partiality was-altogeth-
-er. wrong aid could not but prove hartfnl. Esan lost s mother's confidence and
sympathy, which he-needed, more than-Jacob did, to-subdue his goughness and. inspire
him with adove for God-and home, Dgubtless through his father's fondness he_lost
| mony a wholesome:gofrec ion-and'iyas too much left to himself and his wild’ com-

panions. Had the-brothers grown np with:the mafual-affection of J oseph and:Benjamin,
ths one would have- cted the defects of the other. God's purpose would have been
-egeriediout all the samje-but with happier resnlts to buth. Because he-did eat of his
; Doubtless he would have cared for Esau just as
- much had his generond disposition shown itself in some:other way The savory veni-
:sonavgokfe‘i%:‘i& ove info conscionsness-and -expression, and so appeared to onlookers the
ground-ofit. | . e AR

II, Tus Tepmsaction, 29. Spd—past tense of “seethe,” to boil. Pottage—This
was.made of leptils, o grain resembling-a fattened: peaor bedn, and belonging to the
lens, 6 word which we have adopted and wWhich
s. Lentils-are still .a favorite food in.the East, and
ngland. They are very nutritious, containink
n.eggs, and can be produced for-almost nothing, Yen
-one person for & year. (Peloubet) 30. Feed
me—the woid means eating greedily, and expresses the ravenous hunger of an imputi-
ent man,stimulated by the tempting viands. That sama red poitage—lit. « thut red
~—that red stufl there:” Langse sqg_‘gests-tha?‘he:_ssid wFeed- with that Red, me the Red

Fd

_ samp-clasa. I‘s‘is;bmnical-.namg i
atil shaped plece-of gl

in a-form-even more cundensed:
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Oue,” tut & hungry Esau is not likely to be in a humour for making-puns. He is <o
little versed in the culinary_art that he does not at the morment remember the name,
Perhaps Jacob, like his father, wad somewhat of an epicurefand bad made & broth of
Egyptiar beans, which tie had provured as & duinty,  Borl r and color were new
sud highly aftractive to one faint with hunger,  (Jumicg] be color “was probably
a chocolate brown,  Called Edom—is ¢, « Bed” Itds obable that Bsau-received the
sunnuno Edom from his complexion.  But thet does not forbid its receiving a double
cmphasisfrom the presont.occasion. Lentil soup is an insignificant thing in itseld,
butthis particular bowl of it was « big with the destinies of nations.” Jacob's pame
had-a double justification after its ﬁrst'hestowal;(cb, 27: 38). The descendents of Esan
were-called Edomites and-dwelt i Mt. Seir. 31, Sell meo this day—R..V. marrin
«first of a1l Jacob must have been watching for this chance, and brooding, over the
prophecy regarding his fature: (see verse 23). He had not faith enough to:let God give
him the blessing jn:his.own time and way, but he must needsfend for himself aud
meanly wring from his brother's istress and moral weakness what he had the suro
‘promise-of God-for Whe‘x}uye/ua;jgate ‘him we reap the same resuit. We may pet-the
desired good but we get a ctrse with it. Bitter ingredicnts are introduced into a cup
which, by «trusting God and doing rightly,” would have been unmixed sweetness,
Patiently bide his will Promotion wiil come when we are ripe for it, if it is to come
at all, and if.it never-comes be assured we would have courted only failure:and sorrow
by aiming at what was n6t meant for us  Birthright~-This was three-fold, (I) the
right-of rule in thefamily aad tribe, (2) the right to a double portion of the inheritance;
(Gon. 48: 22; Deut 21- 17);.(3):the right of priesthood-in the family. (Ex 18 12, 135

22: 29; Num. 8: 17.18). In the family of Isaac there were additional honors and

privileges, (1) the possession. ot Canaan, (2) Covenant relations with God: (3) and the
progenitorship.of the Messiah. Dr. Thompson, in Thé Land and the Book, (vol. on

Southern Palestine, p. 254), suggests some plausible reasons by which Jacob ‘may have .

sought to quiet his consc ience. These gre answered- by Canon Rawlinson in' Tezae and
Jacob:  Their Lives-and Tinies, (p 80),  He did:not see the justice of the law of prime-
geniture® Yet.he was anxious ‘to-transfer its privileges to himself, “"I‘hey-weratwj‘n‘s,
aud the difference in their ages-was not worth spezking of.” But any difference at all

was sufficient to establish-the rights.of the-elder. «Jacob valued the blessing dnd Ecan -
despised it” Valuing what another has, gives us-no right to it. «Jacob had atgment-

ed the-estate-and Esau had-squandered it." A careful steward does not, by his fidelity
establish.a:claim to heirship. «He wag carrying out God's purpose.” God does not
need the help of man's crooked dealing. The ehd cannot justify the means. Jacob

does not stand alone in his meanness. 392, | At the .pgil?ff:vto'diéa-means‘eiiher; :

speaking with exaggeration, «I am dying of hithger,” or« My

e i3 80 full of danger, .

that. 1 may be-killed any day,” or « I 'shall die, and the blessings .of the birthright ave, .

for-others” “The first view sgems most natural. , Esaa preferted present gain, present

induigence, present gratification, to future happiness.-and spiritoal blessings, For this

heis called a-« profane person ” Heb. 12. 16  «What an-exhibition nf.l}éiman,namre! i

Esuu has company-in his-fall Wé are all stnicken by bis shame. We are conscious’
that if God hagd made provision: for-the flesh we -wonld: have histened-to. him more-readi-
Iy~ ~¢ But what will this \)irthﬁght profitas?’  We don't see'the good it does ' Were

it sondething to keep us from-disedse, to give -us long unsated days of pléasu}rqg.“to‘ .
ring us the {ruits of labor without the weariness.of it, to-make money for us, where is -~

the man who would not-value it—where is the man who woald hghtly give it up?

But becanse it is-ouly the favor'of God that is offered, Hig endless love, His holiness -

made ours, this we will-imperil or resign for every idle désire, for every lust that bids
5 Serve it-alittlelonger. We let-our souls starve, if-ouly our bodies be well tended

and cared for.” (Dods) 33. ‘Swearto me this day—R. V. sfist- of all”—Jacoh -
slows bis shrewdness 45 a businefman. He knew Esau too wall niot to Aear he-'would ~
repent.and ity to get back the birthright, so-he demands’that the contract-be ratified by

an oath. ¢Gal, 3: 18). «There unever-was.any food, except thé™orbidden fruit, so dear-
- miserably crafty and despicably mean.” (Haritut) 84. Rose up and went his'
way--as if nothing had happened. A sad ‘picture bf the carnal mind, satisfied with the
gratifications of sense and oblivious to-the.enduring tealities which .concern the soul:

w2y some things is fo lose'them forever. Esau made the mistake of'a.great many.
ethoﬁghtthat;teligion was.of no value for the.pjesentliffa. S .

.

%

tought as this broth of Jacob's.” (Bishop Hall). If Esau was- “profane” Jacob was -

Esau repopted afterwarda (Heb. 12. 17) but+ whatis done can't be vndotie” To give



The importance of this apparepty trivial incident, and by no means creditable trans-
action, lies in fho relation it hus to tho teansfer from E-au £ Juceb of the righs to repre- -
sent the covenant Hoc. Esan nover attempted to teveke the sale, bul rosigned him- 3
celf to His destiny. The passage is full of practical instroction  Our tenching will
group itselfaround two. points—(1) The contrasted characters of tho two brothers nnd
(2) The manner in which we .may imitate Esau's folly  The buyer wis Jacoh, a typical -3
Juw. Timid,shrowd and weak of faith, yot of & derply religious nature - He valued 3

. the ¢ovenant andits blessings His trials wrought in him « the peaceful fruit of right- 3
vousness.. From Jacob, ¢ tho supplanter,” he rose to be 1sragl, * the Prince’ of God.” 3
Find'ont whore your weakness-lies. lu.some itis @ habit of esaggeration, in other :
solfishness, bad temper, speaking eaucily. laziness, dishke of cettain dutied, .&e. Set
youeself to overcome it whotever it is, and ask Gpd to-belp-you. /The seller-wes Esau, =

‘reokless, self-indalgent, valuiog ouly present-cumforts and-tareless in regard to spiritoat

things. He-might have been'a worthy successor of the beroic Abroham bad be not

~ ylelded to-the control of his animal impulses As it was ‘he never became anything 3
. other than Edom, “the Red one.” The man-whd bartered priceless-privileges for « 3

moment’s gratification Beware of iinitating bis folly. God has given you o hirth-
_ “right also. A birthright of character, of health, of privileges, of citizenship# of
(i‘«:liginn. Many are still willing to.sel ‘these-things-for.a bow! of pottage. Tprass

apon your scholars the.privilege conferred upon them in baptism They have the 3
same birthright.as Esao sold Ifthey will 1ot assume the dnties and cherish the 3
.afeotions of God's.children they. are selling the birthright for whatever keeps, them 3
o from !;ecqmi?g&rue&:hristlans.Q(Notéﬂhﬁt I and J.are the same letters). I ©
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bated on the text-book, « The Sabbath-School Teacher's Fandbook; -or, The Principles}
 and Practlcs of teaching, with-special reference to thes Sabbath School;" prepared by
.. Principal Kirkland-of the Toronto Normal School: R
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e “THE ART OF TEACHING. (CHAPTER Vi). -
-+ - Seienge has for it§ object"jnyegﬁgatit;i;—of prixicipfesJ Tt conwists df:geﬁ‘éi‘a’i"'tfu‘ths 16
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. Aithps for-its:object the accomplishment of a given vesult by the best means. If
- pgnsigtza;;lwge)yigpr‘acﬁc&L rutes to be remembered. . ' -

_ Teisuspafly spoken of as- Method of Teaching. . »
DRt e ; et 3 Ly “

+ ke At of Teacking consisty-in the judicious application of the Principles of Teaching

Dy .vi;afﬂqzhod Method:in genq:,alﬁ {8 the.order which. we vol‘iinhtéryr introduce intg

. -our thonghts,-our actg, and our undertakings.  Methods are to teachers themiselvel
" whab athers.are to pupils. . ~ ‘i 2 T 7OTE 3
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