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LIFE OF WICLIF.
(Continued from page 4.)

Jony WicLir was born in the year 1324, The place of his birth
was a village of the same name, some five or six miles from Richmond,
in Yorkshire. From the Conquest, to the end of the sixtcenth century,
a family, taking the name of the place where they resided, were lords
of the manor, and patrons of the rectory ; and it is generalyy believed
that the Reformer was one of its members.  No records of this, indeed,
is found in the extant documents of the household of the Wiclifs; bus
this may be accounted for, by supposing that, when he put himself in
opposition te the dowinaut head of the Western Church, his relations,
if they went not with him in his more enlightened views, would feel
themselves disgraced by the cornexion, and would, as far as possible,
endeavour to destroy all evidences of its existence.  One of his latest
biographers, (Dr. Vaughan,) quotes from his writings what certainly
seems very much like an indireet allusion to a fact with which the
writer was feelingly acquainted: “If a child yield himself to meekness
and poverty, and flee covetousnuess and pride, from a dread of sin, and
to pl:ase God, they say that he shall soon become aman, never cost
them a penny; and they curse him because ke liveth well, and will
teach other men the will of God to save their souls. For by so doiug,
the child getteth many encmies to his elders, and they say, that he
slandercth all their noble kindred, who were ever held true men, and
worsipful.”

But whatever was the parentage and early education of Wiclif, he
beconies first known to us as a scholar of Queen’s College, Oxford; a
seminary which was established in 1340, partly from the munificence
of Philippa, the Queen of Edward IIL, and partly from that of her
Chaplain, Robert Eglesfield, a native of Cumberland. Wiclif was
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26 LIFE OF TWICLIF.

enc of its cariiest members, For reasons not now known, he very
soon removed from Queens to Morton College, the society of which
was cven then illustrious for the celebrated names connected with it.

The young student was resolute and diligent in the pursuit of know-
ledge. Ile devoted himsell, witi, intense application, 10 the scholastic
philosophy, aud comnitted to memory some of the more intiicate
portions of Aristotle. "T'o the civil and canon law, as well as to the
common law of the land, he apylied himsell' earelully; and soon ob-
tained « high character for steady aund suceesstul diligence.

is chicf studies, however, were theological.  Among the ancient
Fathers of the Church, he principally acquainted himsell’ with Au-
gustine, Jerome, Basil, and Gregory; whife of the more modern Di-
vines, the two whom he appears most highly to have esteemed were,
Robert urostete, Bishop oi' Lincoln, in the early part of the preced-
ing century, and Richard Fitzralph, Chaneellor of Oxford, and Pro-
fessor of Divinity there, and promoted to the see of Armagh abont
the year 1347.

But that which most honourably distinguished him in his theologi-
cal pursuits, was the close attention which he gave to the word of
God. Fe studied the Scriptures, and gradually acquired the habit of
making them his ultimate standard of refercuce and appeal. Nor
was this a trifling civeumstance, either as to the decision which the
acquirement implied, or as to the effects which it produced. The
sentences of the @rrefragable and seraphic Doctors were of greater
avail in controversy, than the declarations of Prophets, Evangelists,
and Apostles; and through the established modes of thought and
feeling, Wiclif had to struggle, before he attained the cminence
which won for him, at last, the highest title that kad yet been con-
ferred,—that of the evangelical Doctor.

In 1356 the first fruits of his studics appeared. e then wrote
and put forth a small tract, cntitled, “The Last Age of the Church.”
The occasion of its composition was remarkable.~In the year 1245
2 most destructive pestilence appeared in Tartary, which gradually
passed on to the west, till in August, 1347, after a season in which
the country had been almost deluged by incessart rains, and several
earthquakes had been feit in various parts of Burope, tiwe scourge
broke out in Ingland, affecting even the brute creation.  The courts
of justice were ciosed, the laboars of husbhandry suspended, com-
merce was suspected, and an opinion became common—ithat the end
of the world was approaching. By these wide-spreading calamities,
the mind of Wiclif appears to have been deeply affected.  He saw
in them the evident tokens of God's digpleasure against the sins of
the age; and he felt himsclf pressed in spirit to bear his testimony,
especially, against the corruptions of the existing priesthood. What
the Ministers of Christ ought to have been, as a student of holy
writ, he well knew; as one who was not unobservant of passing
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events, what their actual character was, he likewise knew; and againat
these eviis he began now to set himself, believing that they were the
oceasion of those judgments of God, which he beiieved to be abroad
in the earth.  Many of his views are. as might be expected from the
circumstances of the age in which he lived, very imperfect and ob-
seure; but it was plain that his heart was right, and that he already
saw that the churchi and the worll could oaly be benziited by a de-
cided opposition to error and sin, and by the zealous promotion of
truth and holiness,

In 1360 Wielif engaced in the dispites which then ran high be-
tween the mendicant Iriars and pavochial Clergy. The order of
“ Begging Friars” had been established early in the preceding century;
and for a time, appeared to give new life to the languishinz, because
most corrupt, sysiecm of the Papacy. By the Popes the Friars were
more favowred than the Clergy, because of their more complete insu-
lation, and more perfect dependence on the Holy Sce, and devotion
to it; and it scemed as though the general confidence of the Catholic
world were about to be transferred from their established guides, to
these Professors of primitive sanctity and perfection. 3But the cor-
ruption of the entire body was too strong tor assailants who rested
on the same foundation, and partook of the same mental aliment.—
Symptoms of degeneracy had, long before \Wiclifs time, developed
themselves among these new societies. Their numbers had hecome
immoderate; aund these barefooted brethren, to whom property was
as an accursed thing. became the lords of stately edifices and ample
revenucs, and appeared in a iair way to rival the hierarchy in wealth,
as they had already rivalled them in authority and influence.  And it
was this manifest and shameless abandonment of the original spirit of
their system, that furnished their adversaries with their most formida-
ble ground for complaint and opposition.

The abuses connected with this mendicant system heecame so into-
lerable in the reign of dward IIT, that, in 1357, Richard Fiizralph
fearlessly arraigned them before the Pupal court. e died in 1360.
Wiclif seems to have taken up the canse; and the remainder of his
life may be described as one continued protest against the Friars and
their practices.  The pestilence, of which we have spoken, had given
both depth and power to his religious feelings, and his careful study
of the Bible had shown him what true religion really was; and thus
armed he entered into a contest, in the course of which light appears
to have increased in his own ming, so that from opposition to the
Triars, the transition was neither long nor diflicult to opposition
to the Papacy; just as, a century and a half later, Luther, si-
milarly prepared. began by opposing indulgences, and ended by op-
posing the Pope, their patron.

In 1361 Wiclif was presented by the society of Baliol College
with avaluable living in Lincolnshire, and soon after, on a vacancy,



28 LIFE OF WICLIF.

chosen to be their Warden. Four years alterwards, Avchbishop Ts-
lip having founded a new institution (Canterbury lall), he resigned
the Wardenship of Baliol, and was appointed to the Headship of the
recent establishment, A secuiar Monk had first been appointed, but
was removed by the founder himself.  On his death, however, Wode-
hall, the removed Head, obtained from Archbishop Langham, succes-
sor to Islip, a deeree of restoration.  Against this decrce, Wiclif ap-
pealed to the Pope.  While the appeal was pending. in 1365, Urban
V. demanded of the English Monarch the annual payment of a thou-
sand marks, as a fendal acknowledgment for the sovereignty of Eng-
land and Ireland; those kingdoms being held in fee, it was said, of
the successors of St. Peter. Isdward 1II laid the claim before the
Parliament, by whom it was indignantly renounced. This decision
was attacked by a Monk, who challenged Wichif to defend it. e

romptly answered the challenge, though he had then an appeal lying
Eeforc the Pope, whose claims of civil superiority he thus publicly
repudiated. In 1370 the Pope decided against his appeal. and thus,
virtually, identified himself with the object of Wielit's decided con-
demnation.  The conscquence it is easy to anticipate, when a man of
such clearsighted and fearless honesty is concerned.  Instead of re-
garding the monkish fraternities as purified by the accession of Pa-
pal approbation, he saw at once that the power which thus willingly
and knowingly supported corruption, was itself corrupt. Henceforth
Lis blows were strick at the root, as nearly as the comparative ob-
seurity in which he dwelt allowed him.  Sometimes, indeed, his argu-
ments were mistaken, and his assertions ill-founded and extravagant;
and it is easy for the subtle, and not very scrupulous, advocates of
the Papacy, in modern times, to select and insulate the instances of
mistake or extravagance, and to preseat them as though they were
the characteristic marks ol the system;—a rode of vbservation about
as consistent with historieal verasity, as if the historian were to sclect
some extravagant Antinomian illustration of the doctrine of justifi-
cation by faith, and remark concerning the discussion, as Dr. Lin-
gard has chosen to do of Wiclif s battling with the Mendicants, “i1e
was engaged in a fierce but ridiculous controversy,” about obscure
theological dogmas! In point of clewrness of cvangelical perception,
Wiclif was not to be compared to Luther. e was the morning star
of the Reformation; but the day was not yef.

Oune instance of the advancing spirit of the age occurred in 1371,
when the Parliament petitioned the King for the exclusion of eccle-
siastical persons from state offices.  During “the dark ages,” these
officers had acquired a degree of knowledge which the Barons, more
skilful with the swoid than the pen, possessed not; but these times
were now passing away. Wiclif; however, looked at the matter in
another light. He seems to have had a strong and vivid conception
of ministerial duty, and of the one great objcct of the miuisterial of-
fice. Ide saw that the Clergy were appointed for this very thing, to
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be the spiritual instructors of the people, and their guides to eternal
life, both by precept and example. By him, their secularization was
on principle condemned.

In 1372 he was promoted to the degree of Doctor of Divinity, and
to the Theological chair of Oxford. What divinity he would teach
may easily be inferred, from the following brief extract from his ex-
position of the Decalogue:—«But many think, i’ they give a penny
to a pardoner, they shall be forgiven the breaking of all the com-
mandments of’ God, and therefore they take no heed how they keep

hem. But I osay to thee for certain, though thou have Priests and
TFriars to sing for thee, and though thou each day hear many masses,
and found charities and eolleges, and go on pilgrimages all thy life,
and give all thy goods to pardoners, all this shall not bring thy soul
to heaven. While it the commandments of God are revered to the
end, though neither penny nor halfpenny be possessed there shall be
everlasting pardon and bliss of heaven.,”  Wiclif was getting towards
the truth.  If he did not thoroughly understand the doctrine of “the
strait gate,” he had discovered that of “ the narrow way.”

In 1374, in the declining years of Edward, the burdensomeness of
the Papal power was so keenly felt, that an embassy was sent to pro-
cure some alleviation of the weight.  Wiclif's name is second on the
commission; a fact that shows his opinions to have heen well known,
aad his integrity such as to wm the most porfect reliance.  Wielif
would thus have the opportunity of seeing what Rome was when at
home, and his spirit would be moved ‘o a yet stronger conflict with
her abominations. As a reward for his services he was presented by
the Crown to the prebend of Aust, in the collegiate church of West-
bury, and some time afterwards to the rectory of Lutterworth, in
Leicestershire.

A parliamentary remonstrance, in 1376, stated that the taxes paid
to the Pope yearly out of England, were five times the amount paid to
the King ; also, that the richest Prince of Christendom had not the
fourth part of the income received by the Pope out of England.
Such facts as these are well calenlated to draw forth the declaration
found in the same document, “that (vod had conunitted his sheep to
the Pope to be pastured, and not to be shorn or shaven.” Wiclif’s
opinion on this subject was known, Asmight be expected, therefore,
a blow was struck by the hicrarchy. At whom was this aimed ?
Not at the Parlimmnent, which was beyond their reach ; but at Wiclif,
the representative of the opinious of the Parliament, whom they
thought to be in their power. Besides, he struck a yet more effectual
blow at the whole Papal system ; for he tanght that man’s salvation
was of Gol's grace, Ile who could speak thas, deserved to be ealled
the morning star of the Reformation. * We shall know that faith is
a gift of God ; and so God gives it not to man, unless he gives it
graciously ; and thus all good things that men have are gifts of God.
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And thus, when God rewardeth a good work of man, he crowneth his
own gilt,  And this is of grace s for all things are of grace that men
have of the will of God.  And God's gooduessis the fivst cause which
giveth men these good things”

The English hierarchy felt themselves calied upon to silence and
chastise this pernicious heretie.  Accoidingly, in the convocation held
in February, 1577, a citation was issued Tor his appearance at St.
Puuls, on the charge ol maintaining and publishing a variety of
erroneous doctrines,

(T'o be concluded in our next.)

JOKTHEFEL, OR MODERN TETRA.

It was the capital of Idumea, and one of the most magnificent of
the ancient cities. It was situated near the base of mount Haor, ahout
three days’ journey fiom Jericho, and the same distance from Sinai ;
and must be regarded as the most singular spot in all Arabia, perhaps
in the whole castern world,  Its remarkable character and history,
which have been but recently disclosed, and its close connexion with
propheey. require a more extended article than would otherwise be
given to it

“'This city appears to have been coeval with the birth of commerce;
and there is indubitable evidence that it was a flourishing emporium
seventeen centuries belore the Chirstian era. It was the point to
which all the trade of northern Arabia originally tended ; and where
the first merchants of the earth stored the precious commodities of
the east.

“With the decline and fall of the Roman power in the east, the
name of Petra almest vanishes from the page of history.  About the
period of the crusades, it was held in sueh estecem by the sultans of
Laypt, on acconnt of it= great strength, that they made it the deposi-
tory of their choicest treasures ; and, in the comze of these retigious
wars, ifs pessession was strenuounsly contested by the Turks and
Christians, who regarded it as the key that opened the gates of Pales-
tive. TFrom that time it was known only as the seat of a Latin bishop.
Tts once crowded marts ceased to be the emporium of nations. The
obscurity of nearly a thousund years covered its ruins. The very
place wlhere it stood became a subject of controversy.

«The accounts of recent travellers, who have discovered the ruing
of this great city. teil us of the utter desolation which now reigns over
those once celehrated regions, described by an inspived pen as -the
Jatness of the carth. 1t is scarcely possible, they say, to imagine how
a wilderness so dreary and desolate could ever have been adorned with
walled citics, or inhabited for ages by a powerful and opulent people.
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The aspect of the surrounding comntry is singnlarly wikd aud fantastic.
On one side stretehes an immense desert of shilting sands, whese sur-
face is covered with hlack #ints, and brehen by hillocks into innumer-
able nedulations ; on the other are rugged and insulated precipices,
among which rises mount Hor, with its dark semmits, and near it les
the ancient Petra. in w plain or hollow of unequal surface, (Wady
Mousa.) enclosed on all sides with a vast amphitheatre of rocks.

« The entranee fo this celebrated metropolis is from the east, through
a deep ravine cailed Kl Syl s and it is not casy to coneeive anuy thing
more awful or sublime than such an approach.  The width in general
is not more than suflicient for the passage of two horsvinen abreast ;
ahrough the hettom winds the stream that watered the city.  As this
rivalet must have been of great importance to tie inhabitants, they
seem to have bestowed mach pains in protecting and regulating s
course.  The chanuel appears to have been covered by a stone pave-
ment, vestices of which still remain ; and, in several places, walis were
constructed to give the current o proper direction, and prevent it from
rvunning 10 waste.  Several grooves or beds branched off as the river
deseende-l in order to convey a supply to the gardens and higher
parts of the city.  On either hand of the ravine rises a wall of perpen-
dicular rocks, varying from four hundred to seven hundred feet in
beight, which often overhang to such a degree that, without their
ahsolutely meeting, the sky is intereepted ; scarcely leaving more light
than in acavern. for a hundred yards together. The sides of this
romantic ehasm, from which several small streamlets issue, are clothed
with the tamarisk, the wild fig. the oleander, and the caper plant,
which sometimes hang down from the clifis and crevices in beautiful
festoons, or grow abount the path with a luxuriance that almost ob-
struets the passage. Near the entrance of the pass a bold arch is
thrown across it at a great height. Whether this was the fragment
of an agueduet, or purt of aroad formerly conneeting the opposite
¢lifiz, the travellers had no opportunity ol examining ; but its appear-
ance, as they passed wader it, was terrific; hanging over their heads
between fwo rugged masses, apparently inaccessible. Without chang-
ing much its general direction, this natural defile presents so many
windings in its course, that the eye sometimes carnot penetrate bevond
a few paces forward, and is often puzzied to distinguish in what direc-
tion the passage will open.  For nearly two miles its sides continue to
increase in height as the path descends.  The solitude is disturbed by
the incessant screaming of eagles. hawks, owls, and ravens, soaring
above in considerable numbers; apparently amazed at strangers
invading their lonely habitation. At every step the scenery discovers
new and more remarlable features ; a stronger light begins to break
through the sombre perspective 5 wntii at length the ruins of the city
burst on the view ol the astonished traveller in their full grandeur 5
shut in on every side by barren, eraggy preeipices, from which nume-
rous recesses and narrow valleys branch out in all directions.
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“The entire face of the clifis and sides of the mountains are covered
with an endless variety of excavated tombs, private dwellings, and
public buildings ; presenting altogether a spectacle to which nothing
perhaps is analogous in any other part of the world. <Itis impuossi-
ble,’ says & traveller, *to give the reader an idea of the singular effect
of rocks tinted with the most extraordinary hues, whose summits pre-
sent nature in her most savage and romantic form ; while their bases
are worked out in all the symmetry and regularity of art, with colon-
pades, and pediments, and ranges of corridors, adhering to the perpen-
dicular surface” The inner and wider extremity of the circuitous
defile by which the city is approached is sculptured and excavated in
a singular manner ; and these become more freguent oa both sides,
until at last it has the appearance of a continued street of tombs.

“ About half-way through there is a single spot, abrupt and preci-
pitious, where the area of this natural chasm spreads a little, and
sweeps into an jrvegular circle.  This had been chosen for the site of
the most elaboerate, if not the most extensive, of all these architectural
monuments. The natives gave it the name of Kazr Faraoun, the
eastle or palace of Pharoah, though it resembled more the sepulchbre
than the residence of a prince. On its summit was placed 2 large
vase, once furnished apparently with handles of metal, and supposed
by the Arabs to be filled with coins ; hence they denominated this
mysterious urn the Treasury of Pharaoh. Its height and pesition
have most probably bafHled every approach of avarice or curiosity ;
from above it is rendered as inaccessible by the bold projection of the
rough rocks, asitis from below by the smoothness of the polished
surfuce. The front of the mansoleum itself rises in several stories to
the height of sixty or seventy feet ; ornamented with columus, rich
friczes, pediments, and large figares of horscs and men. The interior
consists of a chamber sixteen paces square and about twenty-five feet
high ; the walls and roof are quite smooth, and without the smallest
decoration. 'The surprising effect of the whole is heightened by the
situntion and the strangeness of the approach Hulf seep at first
through the dim and narrow opening, columnns, s.atues, and cornices
gradually appear as if fresh from the chisel, without the tints or wea-
ther-stains of age, and cxceuted in stone of a pale rose colour. This
splendid architectural cievation has been so contrived that a statue,
perhaps of Victory, with expanded wings, just fils the centre of the
aperture in front, which. being closed below by the ledges of the rocks
folding over each other, gives to the figure the appearance of being
suspended in the air av a consideruble height ; the ruggedness of the
clifis beneath setting off the sculpture to the greatest advantage. No
part of this stupendous temple is built, the whole being hewn from the
solid rock; and its minutest embellishments, wherever the hand of
man has not purposely effaced them, are so perfect, that it may be
doubted whether any work of the ancients, except perhaps some on
the banks of the Nile, has survived with so little irjury from the lapse
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of time. There is scarcely o building in England of forty years' stand-
ing so fresh and well preserved in its architectural decorations as the
Kazr Faraoun, which Burckhardt represents as one of the most clegant
remains of autiquity he had found in Syria.

“The ruins of the city itself open on the view with singular effect,
after Winding two or threa miles through the dark ravine. Tombs pre-
sent themselves not only in every avenue within it, and on every precis
pice that surrounds it, but even intermixed almost promiscuously with
its public and domestic edifices ; so that Petra bas been truly denomin-
ated one vast necropolis, or city of the dead. It coutains above two
huudred and fifty sepulehres, which are occasionally excavated in tiers,
one above the other ; and in places where the side of the cliff is so
perpendicular that it seems impossible to approach the uppermost, no
access whatever being visible. There are besides numerous mauso-
leums of colossal dimensions, and in a state of wonderful preservation.
Near the west end of the wady are the remains of a stately edifice, the
Kazr Benit Faraoun, or Palace of Pharaol's daughter, of which only
a part of the wall is left standing. Towards the middie of the valley,
en the south side, are two large truncated pyramids, and a theatre,
with complete rows of benches, capable of containing above 3,000
spectators, all cut out of the solid rock. The ground is covered with
heaps of hewn stones, foundations of buildings, fragments of pillars,
and vestiges of paved streets,—the sad memorials of departed great-
ness. On the left bank of the river isa rising ground, extending west-
ward for about three-guarters of a mile, entirely strewn with similar
relics. On the right bank, where the ground is more elevated, ruins
of the same description are to be seen. In the eastern chiff there are
upwards of fifty separate sepulchres close to each other. There are
also the remains of a palace and several temples ; grottoes in vast
numbers, not sepulchral ; niches, sometimes excavated to the height
of thirty feet, with altars for votive offerings, or with pyramids,
columns, aud- obelisks; horizontal grooves, for the conveyance of
water, cut along the face of the rock, and even across the ar. hitectural
garts of some of the excavations; dwellings scooped out, of large

imensions, in one of which is a single chamber sixty feet in length
and of a proportionable breadth; many other habitations of inferior
note, particularly numerous in one recess of the city, the steep sides of
which contain a sort of excavated suburb, accessible only by flights of
steps chiselled out of the vock. In shorf the outer surface of the
strong %irdle that encircles the place is hollowed outinto innumerable
artificial chambers of different dimensions, whose entrances are vari-
ously, richly, and often fantastically decorated with every order of
architecture ; showing how the pride and labour of art has tried to
vie with the sublimity of nature. The effcet of the whole is height-
ened by the appearance of mount Hor, towering above this city of
sepulchres, and perforated almost to the top with natural caverns and
excavations for the dead.

B2
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“The immense number of these stupendous ruins corroborates the
accounts given. both by cacred and profane writers, of the kings of
Petra, their courtly grandeur, and their ancient and long continued
rovalty. Great must have been the opulence of a capital that conld
dedicate such monuments to the memory of its rulers.  Its magnifi-
cence can only be explained by a reference to the immense trade of
which it was the common c¢entre from the dawn of civilization.

“Theze magnificent remains can now be regarded ouly as the grave
of Idumeaq, in which its former wealth and splendour lic interred.  The
state of desolation into which it has long fallen i> not only the work
of time but the fulfilment of prophecy, which foretold that wisdom
and understanding should perish out of mount Seir; that Iidom
should bLe a wilderness 5 its cities a perpetual waste, the abode of
cvery unclean beast.  (Isa. xxxiv. 5, 10, 17.) Nowhere is there a
more str.king and visible demonstration of the truth of these divine
predictions than among the fallen colunns and deserted palaces of
Petra.  The dwellers in the clefts of the rocks are brought low ; the
princes of Edomy are as nothing ; its cighteen cities are swept away,
or reduced to empty chambers and naked walls ; and the territory of
the descendants of Jsau affords as miraculous a proof of the inspira-
tion of Reripture history asthe fate of the children of lsrael."—Broun's
Bible Dic.

A DIALOGUE BETWEEN CHRIST AND THE
TROUBLED SOUL.
CHRIST.

O my beloved child! why fearest thou? and why art thou cast
down, and disquieted within thee ? dost thou well to be angry with
my’ chastisements ? why art thou offended that T should make thee
like myself, cansing thee to walk in that way of inward. and outward
griefs, which I trod before thee ? why art thou so backward to take
up my cross and follow me, and to taste of that cup which I drank
before thee and for thee ? i

- THE SOUL.

O Lord ! if thy Spirit is but with me, all trouble w.th thee, or for
thee, will be sweet.  Whatever thou didst suffer, it is my prayer that
1 may know it was for me. When this is known. methinks I could
bear with whatever thou art pleased to lay upon me ; but,alas! the
want of my knowing my interest in thee, and being borne down with
a sense of my inbred corruptions. make me think thy cross miy burden.
Do thou Lord uphold me with thy special grace, that I may count
1hy yoke casy, and find joy in the midst of all thou hast called me to
suifer.
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CHRIST.

I know the chiel canse of thy gricf and terror is on account of thy
sing ; but why lookest thou so to them, and not also to my werey ?
Whygsvouldst thou extol thy evil deeds, and thereby extenuate my
rich mercies. or in any way compare the one with the other? Re-
member that when 1 first entered into friendship with thee, thou wert
ungodly.  So thou wouldst ever have continued, had it not been for
my speciel grace imparted to thee ; bui thy griel, on account of thy
sis commitied against me, is a streng evidence that I have redeemed
thee by my blood. so that 1 can *never leave thee nor forsake thee,”
but perfect the work 1 have begzan in thee. T like o see thee grieved
for the sius thon hast committed against we, but I would alsv have
thee to take comfort in the mercies I have shown thee.  Call to re-
membrance, my heloved child, my works of old, and what I have done
to thee. and for thee, since thow canst remember—how I cared for
thee in thy young and tender years. Look back now and see; did
not the anxel of my presence lead thee when thou hadst no wisdom
or strength to wovern and direct thee 2 Did I not then begin (o ac-
quaint thee with the knowledge and fear of my name?  Canst thou
deny that my providential merey preserved thee [rom many dangers,
and my preventing merey from many sins that thy evil nature is prone
10 ? and when thou sinned against me, what patience amd forbearance
did I exercise towards thee ? and now I have given thee grace to
repent of thy sius, and have promised te manifest myself to thee in the
pavdon of them ; wiit thou not trust to my fuithfuluess, and love to
carry thee through every difficulty and trial, and bring thee at last to
my cternal kingdom ?

THE SOUL.

T should be a most ungrateful wretch indeed, if I did not acknow-
ledge that thou hast been my protector and gwide ; and many times,
in the multitude of my thouzhts, thy mercies have comtorted me; but,
alas! I have not made those returns for thy loving kindness and gra-
cious care over me, as I ought to have done. I have sinned against
thee, contrary to that light and knowledge thou hast afforded me.
My sins are now witnessing that I am totally unworthy to taste of
the sweetness of thy mercy any more.

CHRIST.

Is my mercy only for a day, or a year, or is it for ever and ever,
towards those who loveand fearme ?  Wilt thou restrain my mercies,
and limit them within so narrow bounds, as to think they cannot be
extended over all thy transgressions ; remember, “I save to the very
uttermost all that come unto God by me.” [Licb. vii. 25.? Wilt thou
measure my mercies with so narrow a span, as to think I have no
wore to give than thou hast a heart to receive? Is it not also
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amongst my promises to my children, that I am able to do excceding
sbundanly above all that they can ask ov think ? [Eph. il 20,
Knowest thou not that as the heavens are above the earth, so are my
thoughts above thine ? hast thou not considered that my mercy i3
above all my works ? how much more then is it above thee, and if so,
how much must it be above all thou canst do ? why then wilthou
attempt to match thy sins with my mercy ? It I require such mercy
in my children, that 1 expect they will forgive each other, not only
seven times but seveuty times seven, what dost thou think my pity,
compassion. aud readiness to forgive thee must Le? therefore my
beloved, despair not on account of the maultitude of thy sing, but take
encouragement, and be comfurted with my promises of mercy. Re-
collect I have made them without any exception of time ; for at what-
ever time a poor sinner traly repents of his sins, and comes to me for
th: pardon of them, 1 have promised to put them all away oat of my
remembrance.  [Isaiah xliii. 25, Ileb. viii. 12.] 1 Lave made them
without exception of sins, as I have promised, *1f thy sins be as
scarlet, they shall be white as snow.” {lsaiah i 1&] I have made
them likewise without exception of persons ; for whosoever in auy
age, or at any time, desive to forsake his sins and retwen wnto me
with tsue sorvow of heart, ‘shall find mercy, as well as abundance of
pardon.” [Isaiah lv. 7.] Let this three-fold universality of my pro-
mises sustain thee, that thy unbelief may not contract my mercies
into narrower bounds than I have intended.

THE SOUL.

Be n:ereiful, Lord, to my unbelief. I believe in part, O help me to
believe with stronger, and more confirmed faith, establish and settle
my unstable heart, in all thy blessed truths, by the influence of thy
Holy Spirit. My conscience condemns me, so that I often stand in
fear of thy judgments ; but Lord, give me faith to believe, that when
thou didst satisly thy Fathers justice for thy people, I was included
in the number.

CHRIST.

O my beloved ! consider the cause of thy present distress: thoum
lookest to thy sins, and my Fathers justice with one eye, without
looking upon me with the other, in whom his justice is satisfied, and
thy sins atoned for. Remember thou art a sinncr ; but at the same
time recollect that I am thy Saviour ; that I have paid down the
ranscm price for thee. I have cancelled all thy debts, and blotied
out thy transgressions, [Isaiah xliv. 22,] for thou hast come to my
Father by me. and my promise is, “ that none who come shall be cast
out” Dost thou now consider all my wounds as ineffectual ? that
there is no force in my sufferings, or virtue in my blood. Surely thou
countest not thy sins so great that my power cannot cure them ?
‘Will a physician give a valuable medicine, either where no need s, or
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where it cannot profit ? and thinkest thou that my Father would have
had my blood shed in vain ? be not faithless but believing. If my
Father's justice territy thee, remember, (I repeat it again) that lis
Jjustice was satisfied in me, and that he made this declaration himself :
“This is my beloved Son in whom ¥ am well pleased” I came into
the ®ovld not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. They
that are whol- nced not a physician, Lut those who are sick. [Mat.
ix. 12,13.] Keep not therefore from me beeanse thou art convinced
by my Spirit that thou art a sinner, but for this very rcason come
unto me, that I may shew thee my salvation, that thou mayest rejoice
in me as thy Saviour, and thy Redeemenr.

THE SOUL.

O Lord ! T know there is a cleansing virtue in thy blood ; that life
is in thy death ; that thy righteousness imputed to the sinner is justif'-
cation ; and that sanctification is the meetness for the enjoyment of
thy preseuce in heaven ; but still T fear wy sius are of such an aggra-
vated cast, that thou will not apply thy virtue, or thy merits to me;
for; alas! I find the old man, my corrupt nature, is yet strong and
lively in me, and to my apprehension, will gain the advantage over
me, so that the motions of sin will so overcome me, as to briug forth
fruit unto death.

CHRIST.

Be not, I pray thee, injurious to the work of grace within thee ;
complain not so of thy corruptions, but that thou mayest praise me
in some measure, at least for subduing them.  Canst thou deny that
though thou bast felt my power working in thy soul, have I not
sprinkled thy conscience many times with my blood, from which thou
hast derived an evidence that thou art interested in me ; such a sense
of merey as hath filled thy heart with joy, and thy mouth with grati-
tude and praise 2 Have I not stirred thee up to great fervency to
coll on my name 2 Xave I not made thee to bear a public testimony
to my truth, and that to thine own temporal disadvantage ? and how
often hast thine heart been cffectually moved at the hearing of my
word in such a manner that it has wrought in thee a holy remorse,
and an inward coutritivn for thy sins, which has occasionally broken
out into tears ? have I not made thee a wrestler against thy inordinate
lusts ? have I not given thee strength many times to stand against
Satan’s temptations ? whercas if I had left thee to thyself, how often
wouldest thou have been made a prey to thine enemy.  Rememberest
thon not, that when the tempter has assailed thee, how often have I
withdrawn the occasion of sin? and when the occasion served, have I
not often vestruined and held back the tempter ? yea, when both the
tempter and occasion were present, have I not filled thy heart with
the fear and love of my name. and so kept thee from sin ? and remem-
ber that when I have permitted the tempterto get the advantage over
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ihee, it has been with a view to shew thee more of thy weakness, and
to teach thee to depend more onmy stiength for succour, When twu
hast swerved from my commandments, dost thou not recollect that I
bave often mantiested mysellf unto thee again, having reclaimed thee
and caused thee to walk more circumspuctly than thou didst before,
o that thou canst say from the first hour I began to renew thee, that
I have never suffered thee to continue in sin. —Are not these some of
the tokens of my grace in thee 2 These things be assured never were
performed by thine own power. so that thou shouldst know by these
proofs of my love to thee, that L have begun to apply iny atoning bloed
1o thy conscience for the remission of thy sins, and my influence for
quickening thee to a newness ef life.  Thou mayest think of thyself as
basely as thou wilt, but at the same time acknowledge that 1 have
begun a work of grace in thy heart, otherwise Satan may tempt thee
to despair. I there was nothing in thee but what thou hast by na-
ture, thy case weuld he truly deplorable ; but as thou mayest discover
my workmanship in thee. he comforted and encouraged feom a consi-
devation of wy fuithfuless, that the work T have begun in thee shall
be carried on and perfected.  [Phil. i 6.] I am the anthor and
finisher of faith. [lh*b. i 2] Art thouw at present so in darkne:s
that thon canst not dizcover any light in thee ? or doth sin 50 possess
thee that thou thinkest thou hast no will to good, no love to my ways?
Remember, my beloved, if thou hadst no light in thee, thou couldst
not discover the darkness of thy mind ; if' thou hadst not a will to do
good (which thou hast not by nature) thou wouldst not act as thou
dost contrary to thy nature, and if' thon hadst not a love to my ways,
thon wouldst not lament thy backwardness to be found walking
therein, or feel grieved at my displeasure.  For it is the strongest
evidence of thy love to me, when thou art desirous to please ine, and
to walk agrecably to my directions ; therefvre, listen not any longer to
Satan or thy own corruptions, nor take their testimony agzainst me,
neither let them make thee think that my pledges, which I have given
thee, are not worthy of credit.

7.

THE SOUL.

T camnot deny, O Lord! but that many times I have. felt that
sweetness in the enjoyment of spiritual cousolations which nature
couid not afford me ; but, alas! my grief now is so much the greater,
that by my own folly I am now deprived of them ; for I have grieved
thy Spirit, yea I cannot but think I have done what I could to quench
his motions ; and therefore it is that the Comforter, who was wont to
refresh me, is far from me.

CHRIST.

Remember, O distressed soul ! that this truth is applicable to thee:
*Because T change not, therefore the sons of Jacob are not consumed.’
{Maliii. 6.] Aund recollect for thy comfort, that many are the changes
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to which my children are liable, but T remain the same, ¢ for there is
no shadow of a change in me”  [1eb. xifi. S—James 1. 17.]  Be not
therefore afraid T shall ever rejcet thee, for as 1 died for thee when
thou wast an enemy to we, dogt thou think I shall cast thee oft now
thou art my fiiend 7 [Rom. v. 6, 10.] Never think, becanse 1 some-
times hile my face from thee, that I have totally forsaken thee.
Remember that all my ways are merey and truth to my chiloren, so
that when thou art mourning my absence, my love to thee is thesane
as when thou art rejoicing in my presence.  [Jer. xxxi, d.—~Romans
viil. 30.—~—John x. 28.29.]  Bat lest the greatness of my consolations
should exalt thee to disidain thy brother, and produce in thee spiritual
pride, I withdraw myself from thee as te comftortable manifestations,
and thereby teach thee to prize my presence more when I visit thee
again.  Allow me o know best what js expedient, and be satisfied
with my conduct towards thee, that every thing. however dark and
mysterious, shall eventually work together for thy good. [Romans
viii. 28.]  Consider it my servant Paul needed to e humbled, and
that a thorn in the flesh was sent to buflet him lest he should be
exalted above measure by the greatness of the revelations, that thou
standest in need of humiliating dispensations as well as he did. {2 Cor.
xit. 7] If thou hadst always expericuced my cousolations, thou
wouldst have thought thy heaven was on earth, and cease to seck for
that permanent state of perfect happiness in my immediate presence,
which T am now preparing thee for by the different methods 1 use for
that purpose. Surely thou wouldest not wish that the place of thy
banishment should he considered as thy home, and the carnest I have
given thee, the principal sum I have promised thee.  And further, to
show thee my immutability or unchangeablencss towards my people,
recollect if I smile not on thee alike at all times, neither afford thee
always the same confideuce in me, yet 1 love thee notwithstanding,
‘for whom I love, Ilove to the end” [John xiit. 1.]  Again, notice
the case of Joseph; was he not so wise as to conceal his tender
affection from his brethren till he brought them to & humble acknow-
ledgment of their sin, and so loving, that when he saw them humbled,
his affection was increased, and be was compelled to reveal himeelf to
them ; and thinkest thou that I am less wise, less kind, and less fuithful
to my word, in dealing with thee ?
(To be continued in our next.)

«THE DOOR WAS SHUT.”

Two young men, who were pursuing an academical course of study
together, had their attention, with several of their schoolmates, called
to the subject of religion. They continued for some time deeply and
similarly impressed, and were brought apparently ncar to the kingdom
of God. To all human appearance one was as likely to become a
Chlristian as the other.
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At length onc of them yiclding the controversy, accepted of salva-
tion through grace, and was made partaker of the heavenly gift. He
is now a beloved and devoted Minister, near Lake Michigan.

The other continucd to resist, though the tears and eutreaties of his
friend were now added to othier influences.  Ie had been a votary of
worldly pleasures, and he still looked with longing eves to the ball-
room. At lengtl, as they walked one moonlight evening, and the
powers of the world to come were set before him, they came to a
large stone, upon which they sat.  While Mr. K pressed his
friend to an immediate decision, he avose, aud lifting up his hand te
heaven, exclaimed, “ I swear Lwill have the pleasures of this world,
come what may.” Al Mr. K could do, was to note the progress
of his fricud insilent anguish. e had rejected God, and God rejected
him. e cast off fear, and restrained prayer—gave himself up to the
riot and the dance with redoubled eagerness.  But he was smitten
with a disease that crippled one of his limbs. e would then hobble
to the ball-room, and dance upon his crutches.  The Lord smote his
other imb, and disabled them both. Ife would then beg to be cai-
ried to the roum, that he might sce the gay company, and be a spec-
tator of their mirth.  The Lord sent the same discase to his eves and
destroyed his sight, so that he was obliged to be confined in a dark
room for scveral years, where every beam of light was like a lance
piercing his head.  There he lingered, a poor, blind cripple, till he
died, reckless about cternity—ail his chastisements having made no
impression upon his ohdurate heart.

The same point was strikingly illustrated in the history of two
brothers in .alassachusetts, Together they were seeking salvation.
They continued for several weeks. and often renewed a covenant. never
to give over till they had obtained the religion of Jesus.  Suddenly,
one of them neglected meetings, and shunned the company of his
brother. Soon he received an wvitation to a ball, and determined to
accept it.  Iis brother with tears endeavored to prevail on lin to
change bis purpose and attend a prayer meeting, which was to be
held on the same evening. e still adhered to his determination to
attend the ball, but expressed a decided resolution to make a business
of secking salvation as soon as it was over, The time came and the
brothers went; one to the prayer meeting—the other to the ball.—
Soon after the meeting commenced, the one that was present wag
brought to rejoice in hope of pardoned sin.  About the same time
his brother was standing at the head of the ballroom, prepared to
lead down the dance with the hand of a young lady; and, while the
nusician was tuning his viol, without a moment’s warning, he sallied
back and fell dead on the floor! “’The door w.s shut” to both—the
one taken, and the other left.

How critical the position of a serious, reflecting sinner! e
stands upon the summit of a hill, pondering which side he will de-
scend. It is said that the waters of the Missouri and Columbia ri-
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vers originate within a few yards of each other, upon the top of the
Rocky Mountains.  As the 1ain desends upon that rocky point, ho-7
slight a breath of air from cast or west will waft the drops to one
side or the other; but when they have commenced their downwad
coarse upoen the meuwntain side, how hard to arrest their »rogress.—
They minsde with other streamns, dashing and foaming over precipices,
and through dark raviues. till they are merged in the deep current of
a mighty river, rolling with resistless power towards the ocean.—
Those upon the West side are horne out to be rocked upon the ever-
heaving bosom of' the broad and calm Pacific.  Those upon the east,
are hurled into the raging billows of the stormy Atlaniic, to be made
the sport of a thousand tempests. At their commencement, how
near and how mmeh alike; but in their end how widely separated!

Impenitent friend, in whose bosom a faithful monitor is now heard,
saying, “ Listen to the voice of wisdom; enter while you may the
gute of life;” it may be that you now stand upon the top of that
mountain.  On the one side of yvou, far out of sight, lies the ocean
of God’s love with which the river of life is connected——an ocean,
shoreless, cloudless, pacific; on the other side, the foaming billows of
his wrath, equally shorcless, sunless, tempestuous; and a muddy
stream rushes from your feet into that bottomless abyss. A breath
may convey you now to one of these streams or the other. A heed-
less word, a look, a laugh, a sneer, an amusement, a trifling book, a
business call, may waft you to the declivity towards that boisterous
ocean. A tear, a sigh, a kind word, a pressure of the hand of Churis-
tian sympathy, a verse of the Bible, a page of pious reading, under
the blessing of the Spirit may hear you to the other side. O, be-
ware, for your soul’s suke beware, to what influences you vield at this
moment.  Decide for God and heaven while you may. Embark on
that river of life, and drink of its soul-refreshing waters. Linger not
on that fearful sun, 1it, where one step may plunge you into that tide
whose dark waters will bear you to a hopeless, relentless distance from
God, from peace, from HEAVEN!

And how responsible the position of those associated with 2 sinner
at these crises of his being.  The weight of a finger may push him
over the brink of endless woe. A word, an act, a look of Christian
solicitude, may win him to Glory and to God. At such a moment
how cautiously should the Christian guard his life, his tongue, his
heart, that no movement of his may weaken the claims of God upon
the sinner’s conscience.  low agonizing to the Christiun will be the
reflection, “ My son, my danghter, came to the open door of heaven,
and were just ready to enfer in: but my levity, or worldliness, or si-
lence, discouraged them.  They have passed by, and that doorisshut
for ever?” ¢ My impenitent hushand, or friend, was almost persuaded;
he seemed dejected and reserved, and T attempted to cheer him, but
not with pious counsel and tears. 1le has passed the crisis, and is
shut out of the kingdow of God!”
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May the Holy Spirit awaken you, dear reader, 1o know the time of
your mercilnd visitation. and attend to the things taat belong to your
peace before they shall be Bl forever from your eyes!

GOOD ADVICE TO STUDENTS.

Set a value on the smallest morsel of knowledge—These frag-
neats are the dust of diamouds.  Of these fragments the mass of
learning is composed. It is trae” as poor Richard says « there is
much to be doue, and perhaps you are weak-handed; bat stick to it
steadily, and you will see the great effects,—for continual dropping
will wear a stone, and by dilizence and patience the mouse ate in two
the cable; and little strokes fell great ouks.” A man may learn that
in two minutes which may be vatuable to him «ll hislife.  Even if
Yyou see no use in the thing learned, do not despise it.  Learn all that
you can, and yon will live to see it valuable.  Never let slip an op-,
portunity of gaining a new idea. And remember that the beginnings,
even of the most sublime sciences, are often so simple as o seem
worthless,

Redeem time for study—"The Husiest workmen can spare some mo-
ments. I you mean to get wisdom, you must learn the value of
moments.  Great attainments have been made in these Jittle snatches.
—Whether you work or play, do it in carnest; but never he wnem-
ploved an instant.  Unstable and indolent people lose much in life in
thinking what they shall do next. Always have a book within reach,
which you may catchup at your odd minutes. It is incredible, until
trial has been made, how much real knowledge may be acquired in
these broken seraps of time.  Resolve to edge ina little reading every
day, if it is but a singlesentence.  "The man who pursues this method
will infallibly become learned.  Take alittle time for reading irom cach
erdof yournightsrest, 1 yvou can get fiftecen minutes a day, it will
malke itself feltat the ciose of the year. I have sometimes thought
that the time acis with double vigour when forced into these brief pe-
riods of application.

By degrees you will learn to save moments from vecreation, fromidle
talk, and even from work,  Andin the long winter eveninzs, you wiil
certainly beinexcusable ift you de not devote an hour or two to your
books.

Regulate your thoughts when nol al study.—A man is thinking
even while at work: why may he not be thinking about what is useful?
Study is intended to discipline the mind: let your mind be kept under
cheels and rein, while your hands are employed.  Revolve in vour
mind what you have been last reading.  Conimit useful things to vour
memory, and turn these over in your thoughts while you ply the ham-
mer or the wheel.  Remember that most of the matchless effusious of
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Robert Durns were conccived while he was toiling afer his plough—
Moveover, there is such u thing as study without books.  Keep your
mind in an inguiring mood, amd you cannot be in any situation where
you may not be learning.

THE PEN OF 1ROXN.

TWhen Bishop Latimer was on his trial, he at first answered care-
lessiy.  But preseatly he hewrd the pen going behind the tapestry,
which was taking down his words—then he was carclul what he said.
There is an all-recording pen belind the cnrtain of the skies, taking
down our words und acts, for judgment, It is a pen of iron. ~The
sin of Judah is written with a pen ol iron, awd the pointof a diamond.”
It eraves deep its records on the imperishable tablets of eternity~a
record Qf every thought, word, and nct.  How ought we to live, since
we can almost hear the all-recording pen going every hour, since we
know that every day we are filiing & page in the books that shail be
opeued at the Juagment, and the record is imperishuble as eternity.

A rich landiord in Ingland, once performed an act of tyrannical
injustice to a widowed tenant.  The widow's son, who saw it, became
a painter, and years after succeeded in placing a painting of that scene
where their oppressor saw it.  As his eye fell upon the picture, the
rich man tarned pale and trembled, and offered any sum to purchase
it, that he might put it out of his sight.  If cvery scene of wickedness
throngh which a man passes, should be painted, and the paintings
hung about him, so that he would always see the portrait of himsell;
with the evil passions expressed on his countenunce, and himself in
the very act of wickedness, he would Le wretched.  SBueh a picture-
gallery there is ; and in cternity the sinner will dwell in it ; for every
feature and lineament of the soul. in every feeling and act of wicked-
ness, is portrayed imperishably and will be exhibited to the gaze of
the wniverse forever.

By the discoveries of modern seience, the rays of the sun are made
to form the exact portrait of him on whom they shine.  We are all
living in the sun-light of cternity, which is transfering to plates, more
enduring than brass, the exact portrait of the soul, in every successive
act, with all its attendant circumstances.

Interesting to the antiquarian is the moment when he drags out
from the sands of Eaypt. some obelisk. on which the “ pen o iroy,
and the point of a diwmond.” have graven the portraits, the attitudes,
the addresses. the pursuits of men, who lived and died three thousand
years ago.  But none can utter the interest of that moment when
from the silence of eternity shall be brought out tablets thick-cet with
the scalptured history of o siuiui soul. and men and angels, with the
sinner himself, shall gaze appalled on the faithful portraiture of a life
of sin.  Remember, then, Ob, transgressor, you may meet the record
of your &in in eiernity. .
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Tilll BIBLE ON ITAIR.

Hamr.  (Num. vi. 3.) The Hebrews were accustomed to ent the
hair very much as we do, exeept that they used a razor or knife, and not
scissors (Isu vil. 20, zek, v. 1); and excepting also in the case of a
vow or religions obligation to letit grow. as in the case of the Naza-
rites.  (Judg. xiilo 5. Samson and John the Baptist were perpetual
ones,  dudg. xiti. 4, Luke 113, vil. 33, Paul made the vow of a
Nazarite. Acts xviii. 18, See also Amos ii. 11, 12,) The precept
(Iszek. xliv. 20) requires an avoidance of extremes; so that the Israel-
ites should neither resemble the priests of the heathen gods, who
shaved their hair close, nor yet the I\"muitc.\, who did not cut the
hair at all. 1t was prohibited (Lev. xix, 27) to round the corners of
the head; that is, asit is generally understood, to shave off the hair
about the tempies. The hair (especially black or dark huir) wag
donbtless considered an ornament, and it was anointed with aromatic
oil, p.uh(ulzul\ on festivals and other joyous occasions, (Ps. xxiii. 3,
xeii. 10, Fecl ix. 8,) and perhaps d'uly (Ruth iii, 3.) and decorated
with jewels and precious stones. (1 Tim. ii. 9, 1 Pet. iii. 3.) Some
Fastern travellers of modern days tell us, that for men to wear long
hair is regarded as effeminate, and eveninfamous. (1 Cor. xi. 14~
See also s, iii. 24, Ezek. vii. 18, Lov. xiil. 40, 2 Kings ii. 23.)

The hair is_spoken of by the apostle as a natural veil or covering
to women, which it is a shame to put off. (1 Cor. xi.15.) |t was
plaited or braide:d, as is the custom at this day among the Asiatic wo-
men. In india the bair is never cut off by the women, except as a

sign of widewhood.

The practice of shaving the head, in token of great affliction and
hwniliation for sin. was common among the Liebrews even as wly as

Job's day.  (Job i 20.) So that the “exhortation to cut off the hair
is cqluml(,m to an exnortation to begin a course of deep mourning
and sorrow.  (Jer. vii. 29.)

Twao of the eastern modes of dressing the hair are; the one is
phaited, and the other hangs loosely upon the neck.

A change in the colonr of the hair was one of the carliest indica-
tions of the leprosy; and hence the removal of the hair, as the seat
of' discase, wits particularly enjoined.  (Lev. xiii. 4, 10, 31, 32, xiv.
8, 9.)—Brown’s Bible Dic.

A HUNDRED YEARS HENCE.

It is a common saying, with some people, when they are in trouble,
“Well, it will be all LhL same a humdred years hence.”  They are
right, so far as relates to the things of this life; but they are wrong
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as to their never-dying souls. A hundred years henee, and vou will
be either in happiness or woc, in heaven orin iell. A hundred years,
did I say? it may not be a hundred days, or hours, or minutes.  Say,
then, are you pursuing not only those things that “perish with the
using,” and the value of which death will entively destroy? or, are you
secking the salvation of your soul, which will live forever. Y ou would
blame the folly of that man. wha, for the pleasure of a moment, would
sacrifice a large estate; but he is wise compared with the person who
gives up eternal happiness for all the pleasures of the world. Pray
then for the promised gift of the Holy Spirit, w0 turn you from these
perishing joys to Christ, who has brought life and immortality to
light; believe on Him who died for our sins, and rose again for our
Jjustification; seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him
while he i3 near; then a hundred years hence you shall be with Christ,
to abide with him forcver. Oh, my soul, a hundred ycars hence, or
perbaps in a few days, I shall be cither in heaven or in hell!

USEFCL SAYINGS.

Many men are fond of displaying their fortitude in bearing pain.—
But I never saw any one courting blame, to show how well he could
standit. They who do speak ill of themselves, do so mostly as the
surest way of proving how modest and candid they are.

He who looks upon religion only as an antidote, may soon grow to
deemit ananodyne: and then he will not have far to seek before he tukes
to swallowing it as an opiate, cr, it may be, to swilling it as a dram.

Religion presents few difficulties to the humble, many to the proud,
insuperable ones to the vain.

Forms and regularity of proceeding, if they are no? justice, partake
of the nature of justice; which, in its highest sense, is the spirit of dis-
tributive order. '

A weak mind sinks under prosperity, as well as nrider adversity. A
strong and deep one has two highest tides~when the moon is at the
full, and when there isno moon.

The only way of setting the wili frecis to deliver it from wilfulness,
—Guesses at Truth.

LOVE.

(11 Johniv. 8, 16.) This term signifies one of the constituent prin-
ciples of our nature; and in the perfect exercise of it is comprehended
the whole of our duty to God and to our fellow-creatures.  (Matt.
xxil. 37—40, Rom. xiii. 8, 10, Gal. v. 14, James ii. 8) Hence it evi-
dently comprehends all holiness of heart and life. The highest and
most glorious display of the divine character which has ever been
made to man, is the love of God in Jesus Christ, (Rom. v. 8.) and
the great principle and fruit of both faith and obedicnce consist in
the possession and exercise of love. (John xiil. 34, 35.)~—Brown.
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«I1T FELL AND WAS GONE™

A fow vears ago there was a young man in a southern college who
was very fond of novel reading, e spent a great deud of his time
in devouring exciting tales of fiction. nud, as a consequence, lost, to
a considerable extent. hix relish for patient and severe study.  One
night he placed hiz candle just back of his pillow. and lay down, as
usual, 1o read a new and fascinating novel He became deeply ab-
sorhed in the story: hour after hour sped by he was in the midst of
an exciting scene, when suddenly as a flash his light was extinguished.
Not asecond’s warning that it was on the wane. 1t fell in the sock-
et, and was gone.  There he was in a highly excited state of mind,
leit suddenly to his own reflections. 'The thought rushed with terific
power upon him. ¢ Thus unexpectedly, suddenly thow mayest die, in
the midst of the exciting scenes of life.” 'The Holy Spirit deepened
the impression upon his inind.  He beeame serious from that momeut,
changed his course of life; repenterl of his sins, and gave his heart to
God.” He i now an able and useful minister of the Gospel, in one of
the Southern States.

TITE THRONE OF GRACE.

The righteous Lord sits upon that throne: but his face has no
frown upon it; his voice has no terror init.  On whatever part of that
throne you cast your cye, you see it inseribed with grace in all its va-
ricty of application to your circumstances. There is grace to biot
out your trespasses. though they may be “red like erimson.™  There
is a grace to purify your hearts, though they may be full of all un-
cleanliness.  There is grace to =ohduc your enemies. “ though they
come upon you as a floud” Tlere it grace to console vou amidst all
vour sorrows, though they be rreat and muliiplied and protracted.—
There is grace to guide veu through life. to cheer you in death, and
to cariy you to hieaven; mul a3 surely as God sits upon the throne of
grace, so surely will he Lsten to the prayers that you prefer at his
footstool. and tphold the character which he himseif has enstamped
upon it, by freely tendering and imparting to you whatsoever you ask
in sincerity and faith.—Ree. Dr. vl Thompson.

A LEARNED SKATER.

Dr. Green, of St John's College. trying to skate, got a terrible fall
on his back.  “ Why, Doctor,” said a friend who was with him, ~ 1
thought you had understood the husiness better.”  «OL” veplied the
Doctor. “T have the theory pevfeetly. 1 want nothing but the
prastice.”  How many of us, says Bishop Horne, when relating this
adventure, in matters of a much higher and more importunt nature,
come under the Doctor’s predicement.
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Offer unto God thanksgiving.---Psalm 1. 11,

Traxksaivise I offer, Jehovah, to thee;
Uubounded thy gondness and merey to me;
My head and my heart most ~mcerclv agree,
T'o offer myself and my praises to thee.

Thanksgiving T offer, Jehovah. to thee;

Thy Son thou hast given a vietim for me;
My ransom is paid b\ his death on the tree,
And fully accepted, Jehovah, by thee.

Thanksgiving T offer, my Saviour, to thee;
For love =0 immense, so transcendent and free,
Thy love, with amazement and wonder I see,
qupla) ‘d on the cross, for a sinner like me.

Thanksgiving T offer, my Saviour, to thee,

Salvation and elory thou boughtest for me.
Oppress'd with my guilt to thy merits 1 flee,
And gratefully owe my redemption to thee.

T hanl\s«_r;\m" I offer, my Saviour, to thee;

My sins thou hast cast in the depths of the sea:
Blest change for a slawve; T enjoy liberty,
Devoted in life and affection to thee.

Thanksgiving T offer, my Saviour, to thee;
And this while I live, my employmeat shall be:
But O if thy face I'm permitted to see.
Thanksgiving more ardent I'll offer to thee.
Josepn Lisk.

MISSIONZ.
BY MRS. SIGOURNEY.

Light for the dreary vales
Of ice-boand Labrador !
Where the frost-kine breathes on {he slippery sails,
And the mariner wakes no more :
Lift high the lnmp that never fails,
T'o that dark and sterile shore.

Light for the forest child !
An outcast though be be,
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From the haunts where the sun of his childhood smiled,
Aud the country of the free :

Pour the hope of heaven o'er his desert wild,
For what home on earth has he ?

Light for the hills of Greece!
Light for that trampled ¢lime
Where the rage of the spoiler refused to cease
Bre it wreek’d the hoast of time :
If the Moslem hath dealt the gift of peace,
Can ye grudge your booun sublime ?

Light on the Hindoo shed !
On the maddening idol-train ;
The flame of the suttee is dire and red,
Aund the Fakir faints with pain;
And the dying moan on their cheerless bed,
By the Ganges laved in vain.

Lizht for the Persian gky !
The Sophi's wisdom fades,
And the pearls of Ormus are poor to buy
Armour when death invades
Hark ! hark '—"1is the sainted Martyn's sigh
From Ararat’s mournful shades.

Lizht for the Burman vales !
For the islands of the sea !
For the coast where the slave-ship fills ifs sails
With sighs of agony !
And her kidnapp'd habes the mother wails
"Neath the lone banana-tree !

Light for the ancient race
Exiled from Zion's rest !
Womeless they roam from place to place,
Benighted and oppress'd :
They shudder at Sinat’s fearful base,
Guide them to Calvary’s breast.

Light for the darken'd earth !
Ye blessed. its beams who shed,
Shrink not, till the day-spring hath its birth,
Till wherever the lvotstep of man doth tread,
Salvation’s banner. spread broadly forth,
Shall gild the dream of the cradle-bed,
And clear the tomh
From its ngering gloom,
For the aged to rest his weary head.
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ON APRIL, 1st, 1854, WILL BE PUBLISHED, IN 12mo,
THE 3rd NUMBER OF THE 1st VOLUME

OF THE

COTTAGER’S FRIEND,

AND

GUIDE OF THE YOUNG.

This Monthly publication, neatly printed, containing 24 pages, 12mo,,
medium size, is designed for +hz instruction and entertainmént of
young persons. Its plan comprehends Biography; Juvenile
Obituary; Familiar Essays; Dialognes, or Narratives, on Religious,
Moral, and Miscellaneous Subjects ; Anecdotes ; Brief Historical
Compilations ; Extracts from interesting Booksyof Travels, &c.;
Articles of Natural history and Philosophy; Poetry, &e., &. Con-
sidering the narrow Limits of the Cottager's Friend, it is impossible
to introduce all these topics inte each number; but they will receive a
due share of attention.

The Publisher earnestly recommends this Juvenile Magazine to the
notice of Heaps or Fawivres, Conoucrors oF ScHooLs in general,
and Teachers of SassaTE ScmooLs in particular, as one which may
be safely and beneficially pat into the hands of intelligent children
and young people.

It will be his ceaseless endeavour to iilustrate the grand doctrines
and piivileges which belong to the « common salvation;” to promote
the réligions and intellectual improvement of its readers; to excite in
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them a taste for know) dge, and a love of
municate informatior on all subjects likely
to them; to guard thew ag.l..t those err
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