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The Right Rev. the LORD BISHOP of NORWICH. 
The Right Hou. LORD CARRINGTON.
The Right Hon. LORD CLIFFORD.
The Right Hon. LORD F.ARDEY.
The Right Hon. LORD SUFFI ELD.
The Hon. Lord Chief Commissioner AD AM 
Sir JOHN SWINBURNE. Bert.
Sir J AMES MACINTOSH M, P.
Sir ALEXANDER JOHNSTON.
HENRY BROUGHAM, Esq. M . P.
CHARLES BARCLAY, ESQ.
J. BUTTERWORTH, Esq. M. P,
THOMAS F. BUXTON, F.sq. M. P.
J. H. HARRINGTON, Esq.
WILLIAM SMITH, Esq. M. P.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE

BRITISH AND CANADIAN SCHOOL 
SOCIETV.

AT i Meeting of Gentlemen in Montreal, held on the 21st September, 
Vv”, for the purpose of taking mtu consideration the state of the Chil­
ian* of the Labouring Classes of Society, of the said Town and its 
vicinity

DANIEL FISHER, Esq. in the Chtiir.

It appearing to this Meeting, that the state oftlic Children of the La­
bouring Classes of the People, and tlic defm; jury of their education, 
d».»r it highly necessary, that some effectual mode be adopted for the im­
provement of their iikpuIs, and for affording them a proper education.

Htrutred-—1That the plan ol the British and Foreign School Society, on 
account of its lilrerul principle, and its great simplicity and economy, ap­
pears to he best adapted to this end.

That for the purpose of promoting the important objet ts of this mec t- 
hig, a Society be formed ; and denominated ** The British and Canadian 
school Society,” for Hie education of the children of the labouring class 
ol the people, and the improvement of their morals.

That the children of aft labouring people or mechanics, residing with­
in the city of Montreal and its neighbourhood, arc proper objects of this 
institution.

Government of the Society, and Privileges of Subscribers and 
Governors.

f hat all Subscribers of twenty shillings a year, or of five pounds in 
■jijc donation, be entitled to have one child continually in tlie School, 
ccpt as after mentioned, (and so in proportion for any larger sum ;) mid 
d 'O be Governors of the Society, and as such, eligible to be Mendiera of 
die Committee, and to vote ami be j «resent at the general Meetings.

That no children be udiiptted until they have completed their sixth 
year.

That whenever the number of children admitted into the school shall 
bo within twenty of the number determined by the Committee to be re­
ceived, no children under the age of eight years shall be admit icd, and 
the cUle.t of the then applicants shall In* preferred.

Huit all absent Subscribers may recommend children by proxy.
That ull Subscriptions shall become due on the 1st October in each 

y* *•*, ami no Governor shall be entitled to vote at general meetings, or 
recumini-uj sdiulars, iluring such time us liis subscription is in

(iaicral anil Special Meeting»,

reu

\i

That ar ,, 5cneraI Meeting of the Governors be field every year, on the 
fir-t Tuesday iu September, at which meeting, the proceedings of the 
Committee (appointed as alter mentioned) for the preceding year, shall 
Ve read, and if approved, eoefirmod, uud the funds mid the state of the 
>ch«N»l considered, and u report thereof for the information of the Sub- 
rcrilars, approved, and such additional regulations and resolutions adopt­
ed as may lie deemed nccc.-sary, and a President, Vice Presidents, Trea­
surer, Secretary and other Members of tfie Committee ejected, or re 
ejected.
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That Special Meetings of the Governors be called at the request of tin 
l ommitteo, (seven m more of them being present) nr by twelve Govern­
ors, seven days prenons notice being given thereof, and of the business 
proposed to be transacted.

That no question be decided by ballot unless demanded in writing and 
Signed at the general Meeting (wherein the question shall arise) by at 
least ten governors, and that all Female and absent Governors be enti­
tled to vote by proxy, at such ballot which shall be taken seven days sub­
sequent to such general Meeting.

Committee.

That this Society lie under the direction of a Committee of sixteen Go­
vernors, consisting of a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a 
Secretary and eleven other Governors, with power to add to their number

That llor-.tio Gates Esq. be President, the Honble. C. W. Grant, and 
L- J '.ÏP!?.eu"’ E*!1*- Vice Presidents, Kenneth Llowie, Esq. the Treu 
*urert William Liuui, Esq. the Secretary, and

Messuk. F. A. LAROCQUE,
-V U. DOUCET,
O. BERTHELET,
DAVID IIANDVSIDE,
■IAMES CAR8VELL,
A. FERGUSON,

"-(Committee, withpower to add to their numlier.
J lint the Committee meet mi the first Monday in cver>’calendar incut it, 

three members whereof shall constitute a meeting.
I hat the Committee may till up any vacancy (not being that of a Pre 

idnit or > ice Presidents) which may hap]>cn therein during the interval 
, , yearly meeting ; Die governors lieing proposed at one, and

fleeted at the ensuing monthly meeting.
I hat any three nieuilw-rs oi the Committee may call a special meeting 

♦l.creol, speedy,!,- in writing the business V. lie submitted thereto, and 
Mhii li the Secretary shall insert in the summon*.

I hat no inemlicr of the Committee be employed in any burine»* res. 
pcvtjng the Society, lor which he is to receive a pecuniar)’ compensation.

J iiat the < ornmitt' 3 publish yearly a report of the state 0! the Society, 
dter the appmlmtion thereof by the yearly meeting.

I hat the Committee shall appoint the School-Master, and all the info- 
or #. I « ers of the Society, ami form temporary regulation*, for the mun- 

■gemeiit of the School, w liieh shall la- in force imtil the next general meet- 
“«l >l,l i*<» longer unless then vonlirme«l.

.That 1» book, pamphlet or other paper, be introduced into the School 
uthoiit being first presented to, and approved of by the Committee, and 

; 1 ' ren<*nd reading lesion, lie confined to the Holy Scriptures. or ex- 
rarta therefrom, and lessons for spelling und Arithmetic.

I nat 111 case there .hall be room for more Children than the Buhscri- 
iirrs mmII be entitled to recommend, the Committee shall lie ul liberty to 
. ”1' *1,1 number, und also to appoint Children to any vaeum-ies, occa- 

-inned by the omission of subscribers to m-ommcnil, but without piein- 
■ 'ce t'lllic privilege of subscribers, regulated a« of'er meuii-i-iH.

Messrs. M. SCOTT,
D. FISHER,
J NO. MACKENZIE, 
JNO. TORRANCE.
J. FROTHIXGHAM,
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Treasurer.

flint die Treasurer shall receive all sums of money paid for the use of 
he Society, und give surh security for the faithful discharge of his office, 

is tlie Committee shall deem sufficient, and that he make all payments 
auctioned by the Committee, and lay before them, a; each monthly 

meeting, a list, (to be prepared and delivered him by the collector) of all 
such Subscribers as shall lie in arrears for three months and also, a state­
ment of his accounts which shall be audited, balanced and delivered to 
the general yearly meeting.

Scholars' Recommendations <$-c.

That every recommendation of a child to the School, sliall be signed 
by a subscriber, and shall sjiecify the parents names, places of abode, 
number in family, occupation, circumstances, (or average of weekly earn­
ings,) and denomination of religion ; also the name and age of the child 
recommended ; which, recommendation shall be left with the Master, 
who shall enter the same in the register of candidates, and submit it to 
the then next monthly meeting of the Committee.

That il any Chill so recommended shall be rejected by the Committee 
as ineligible, or in the event of a vacancy happening with respect to any 
of the said children, the Subscriber recommending such child, shall im­
mediately lie informed thereof by a written notice signed by the master. 
Whereupon such Subscriber shall be ht liberty to recommend another 
' hild to supply the vacancy, but if such Suliscriber shall neglect to dose 
for two weeks after notice shall be sent, tlie Committee shall fill up 
vacancy and the Subscriber lose his recommendation for that time.

That no child slgill be admitted with any infectious disorder, and that 
the Children come to School properly washed, and with their hair cut 
short and combed.

That the School hours tic from nine to twelve in the morning, and 
from two to five in the afternoon from the first of April to the first of No­
vember, and from two to four in the other months

That the Children sliall attend every Sunday at tnosc places for wor­
ship to which by their recommendation they np[ieur to belong ; for w hich 
purpose they shall assemble at the School room on that day sufficiently 
early to go from thence to their respective places for worship.

Inspectors.

such

That the Committee shall at each of their monthly meetings appoint 
two Inspectors for the ensuing month, who shall attend at least, twice in 
each week, at tlie School room, for the purpose of ascertaining the pro­
gress ot the Children in their learning.—They shall minute in a book the 
time oftlieir attendance ; and alter having inspected tlie muster's reports. 
Ace. they shall enter any remarks thereon, und on any other matter re­
specting the School wdiich they deem proper in the said book, and sign 
the same ; which shall be laid before the then next monthly meeting of 
l he Committee.

That the two Inspectors for the preceding month be requested to attend 
every Sunday at the School room, early enough to sec the Scholars pro­
ceed from thence to their respective planes for worship, headed by their 
Mu<lcr, and also such ot tlie Committee and .Subscribers or other person®. 
&« may with the approbation of the Committee consent to attend for tlm*

a
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purpose, who are to report to the Master in writing on the ensuing Mon­
day, the conduct of the Scholars during their attendance at their several 
places for worship, and also the names of the absentees.

Schoolmaster.
>aid for the use of 
large of his office, 
lake all payments 
at each monthly 
ie collector) of all 
and also, a state- 
and delivered to

•V

/ fÆ.sssï-œts.aî;:
tmg out for their respective places for worship, and of taking an accoiml 
of the absentees.—He shall also accompany, and take the oversight of 
such boys as go to the place for worship he attends.

That the Schoolmaster shall enter or cause to be entered, daily in a 
book, an account of the absentees from School, and from their respective 
places for worship on Sundays, and shall keep a Weekly account of the 
cause of such absence. He shall produce such accounts to the Inspectors 
and also make a monthly report of the same to the Committee, adding 
an account of the Children who have passed from class to class, in con­
sequence of proficiency in learning during the preceding month—and of 
the rewards distributed.

That the Committee endeavour speedily to procure an account of the 
number of Children, and their ages, who are now in Montreal, and its 
vicinity having no prospect of education.

That a subscription for promoting the object of this meeting be immc- 
diately opened, and that K. Dowie, Esqr. the Tm. cr, and Messrs. O. 
Berthelet, Juo. Mackenzie, Scott and Lunn, b< ointed to receive 

same.
Signed on behalf of the Meeting
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FORMATION OF THF LADIES COMMITTEE.

AT a Meeting convened in the School-House on the 17th 
December 1822 for the purpose of estalilishinga Ladies Com­
mittee to assist in the management of the British and Canadi­
an School for girls :

HORATIO GATES, Esq.—in the chair,

It was proposed, and

resolved unanimously :
1st. That a committee he now formed to assist in conducts 

mg the British and Canadian School for girls, consisting of a 
President, Secretary, and thirteen other members.

2nt1- That Mrs. Linn, be the President, Miss Day the 
'ccretary, and

Mrs. Bancroft,
Mrs. Ferguson,
Mrs. Gates,
Mrs. N. Jones,
Mrs. Fmthingham,
Mrs. Jno. Torrance,
Miss Ern.atinger,

Miss Adams,
Mrs. D. Fisher,
■Mrs. Jno. Mackenzie, 
Miss Bancroft,
Mrs. Da 
Mrs. J.

y.
Hall,

The Committee,

ith power to add to their numlicr, and to obtain such fur­
ther patronage as they may deem suitable.

3d. That the Regulations of the British and Canadian 
School Society, be adopted in conducting the school for girls.

4th. That a subscription for promoting the object of this 
meeting he immediately opened.

H. GATES, Chairman.

I
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PATRON,

HIS EXCELLENCY

THE EARL OF DALHOUSIE,
GOVERNOR IN CHIEE.

PRESIDENT,

HORATIO GATES, ESQ

VICE-PRESIDENTS,

Hon. L. J. PAPINEAU, Esq. M. P. 
PETER M’OILL, Esq.

•F. A. LAROCQUE, Esq.

A. FERGUSON, Esq.—Treasurer. 

WM. LUNN, Esq.—Secretary.

COMMITTEE.

Messrs. O. Berthelet, 
D. Handtsidk, 
J. Carsuell.
I). Fisher,
■Ino. Torrance, 
Michael Scott,

Messrs. Jno. Frotiiinciu.:. 
Jno. Mackenzie, 
Thomas Guev. 
Joseph Masson, 
Andrew Shaw, 
George Davies

and Un. Kimber.

(Kr The Committee mort on the first Monday in ryrry 
month.
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FEMALE DEPARTMENT.
At the 1

adian
on T1

HOIPATRONESS,

RIGHT HON. THE COUNTESS OF DALHOUSlt. Mr. Gs 
called on

On a m 
son, Esq.

ResoPRESIDENT.

1. Tha 
od. and ad 
the Comr

MRS. LUNN.

SECRETARY.

On a mi 
Esq. it w:

Reso

MISS DAY.

COMMITTEE.

MRS. D. FISHER, 

MISS ADAMS,
MISS HOLMES, 
MISS BANCROFT, 
MISS BUCHANAN, 
MISS ARNOLDI, 
MRS. MONK.
MRS. ORKNEY.

MRS. BANCROFT,
MRS. FROTHINGHAM, 
MRS. N. JONES,
MRS. JNO. TORRANCE, 
MRS. FERGUSON,
MRS. J. HALL,
MRS. JNO. MACKENZIE, 
MISS ERMATINGER,

2. Tha 
tensive sc; 
qualify yo 
teachers t 
establish»

On a m 
mgham, E

Reso

3. That 
Foreign f 
Ihroughou

0^7* The Committee meet on the first Tuesday in every
month.

J



■

AT.
At the First Anniversaiy of the British and Can­

adian School Society, held in the School House, 
on Thursday the 25th, Sept. 1823,—

HORATIO GATES, Esq, in the chair.
ALHOUSIÈ. Mr. Gates introduced the business of the meeting, and 

called on the Secretary to read the Report.

On a motion of Daniel Fisher, Esq. seconded by A. Fergu­
son, Esq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

1. That the Report which has now been read, be receiv­
ed, and adopted, and that it be printed under the direction of 
the Committee.

On a motion of John Boston, Esq. seconded by D. Fisher, 
Esq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

2. That this Institution shall maintain a School 
tensive scale to educate Children, and that it shall train up anil 
qualify young persons of both sexes to supply well instructed 
teachers to the inhabitants of Canada, as shall be desirous ol 
establishing Schools on the British system.

On a motion of B. Holmes, Esq. seconded by John Froth- 
ingham, Esq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

3. That this Meeting sincerely congratulates the British and 
Foreign School Society on the rapid progress of education 
throughout the world.
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Ou a motion of M. Scott, Esq seconded by Win. Lunn,
tsq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

4. That this Meeting entertains the most grateful sense of the 
patronage and support afforded to this Institution by His Ex­
cellency the Earl of Dalhousie, thereby evincing his paternal 
regard to the best interests of the community.

On a motion of John Jameison, Esq. seconded by C. Ban­
croft, Egq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

Ô. That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the President, 
t ice Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary and Committee, for 
their services during the past year, and that the following 
Gentlemen be the Officers and Committee for the year ensu­
ing. See page 9.

On a motion of D. Handy side, Esq. seconded by George 
Davies, Esq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

^ That the thanks of Ibis Meeting be presented to the Ladies’ 
Committee, and to the Ladies composing the Dorcas Socictv 
respectively, for the important services they have rendered 
to this Institution: and that the following Ladies be the Com­
mittee for the year ensuing. See page 10.

On a motion of D. Fisher, Esq. seconded by Win. Lunn, 
Esq. it was

Resolved unanimously,
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The subjugation of mind to ‘ principalities and powers, to 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, and to spiritual wick­
edness in high places” (to adopt the phraseology of Holy 
writ) has been the order of things prevailing among the great 

■ majority of mankind for nearly six thousand years ; and not­
withstanding a remedy has been possessed by a portion of the 
human race, they have been too destitute of the moral prin­
ciple of love to their neighbour, to be induced to impart to 
others, a share of that blessing, which God in his providence 
had so liberally bestowed upon them. The few have revel­
led in intellectual luxury, while the despised multitude have 
perished for lack of knowledge.

Truly darkness has covered the earth, and gross darkness 
the people, but we are privileged to hail the dawn of the 
morning, on which the day spring from on high is visiting us, 
when concern for the honour of God, and affection for our 
brethren of mankind, triumph over the selfish monopoly of 
knowledge, and hold forth to others the word of Life.

To Christianity is the honour due, of pointing out the way 
in which the thick mists of ignorance may be rolled away 
from the intellectual horizon ; and the delightful assurance 
that the light which shineth, shall increase to the perfect day, 
is founded on the word of Him, at whose fiat, existence started 
out of nothing, confusion became onler, and whose efficacious 
mandate said, “ Let there be light and there was light.”

The Sun of revelation is now rising in majestic splendour, 
its ascent is gradual but certain. Nothing can impede its pro­
gress , already it illumines many of the highest mountains, 
which reflect its lustre on the surrounding hills ami > i>llie<.—
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I he Gentiles are conuug to its light, and Kings to the bright­
ness of its rising.

Many of the friends of humanity, religion, and morals, had 
long felt deeply concerned for the welfare of the society of 
these Provinces, and more especially of the children of their 
neighbours and fellow citizens, in the place, in which Pro­
vidence had cast their lot.

They had observed the progress of education in different 
parts of the world, by means of the system adopted by the 
British and Foreign School Society, and which originated with 
that friend of youth, Mr. Joseph Lancaster. Being convin­
ced of its superiority, on account of the Christian simplicity, 
liberality and charity of its principles, and its admirable a- 
daptation to a community composed of persons of so many dif­
ferent religious denominations, as well as its economy, and the 
facility of its support, for the benefit of the children of the 
poor, and labouring classes of society, measures were taken 
in September of last year to organize a School, and to form a 
Society for its support ; of those measures an account was sub­
sequently published, which contained a specification of the ob­
ject and constitution of the Society.

If our Committee deemed it their duty on their appointment 
to manage the affairs of the Institution, to fulfil the impor­
tant trust with which you had been pleased to honour them , 
and they immediately resolved to appoint as the Master of 
the School, Mr. Thomas Hutchins, who had been sent out 
highly recommended by the Committee of the British and 
Foreign School Society, with a salary of £100 Cy. per an­
num, commencing on the 27th July preceding, which was the 
period of Mr, Hutchins’s arrival. In procuring a suitable 
place, in which to commence the operations of the School, 
it appeared to them eligible to hire a House belonging to Mr. 
Berthelet, which was lately occupied by the Montreal Gener­
al Hospital, at a rent not exceeding £40 per annum. The 
house was accordingly taken for two years and seven months, 
irom the 1st of the ensuing month, October ; and the necessa­
ry preparations of des vs, forms and platform, with other re­
quisites for the actual commencement was made.

Three months had not elapsed from the time of opening 
the School, when it was found, that in consequence of the 
increasing number of the children who attended, it would be 
requisite to provide additional room.

V our Committee therefore thought it desirable, and accor­
dingly determined to separate the girls from the boys, and to 
it up the lower part of the house for their accommodation.
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Your Committee also perceiveo, that it was highly desirable 
to procure the service» of some benevolent tallies, to inspect 
the female School, to select» suitable person for a -Mistress 
and to assist in the superintendence.

They accordingly solicited the aid, and succeeded in for­
ming a Committee of Ladies, whose assiduous attention to 
the interest and prosperity of the Institution merits the highest 
commendation of the Society. The Ladies’ Committee have 
found it necessary to endeavour to procure a Mistress regu­
larly trained to superintend the girls’ school ; application has 
therefore been made for that purpose to the Committee in 
London, and a suitable person is engaged, and expected in 
the ensuing Spring.

The number of children who have been admitted into the 
Schools since October last is 499 ; of which * great many 
have left to accompany their parents into the Upper Province 
to take land, andjothers are gone to service. The children 
in general ere very attentive and have made great improve­
ment in learning, the Laities who have visited the Schools 
have expressed themselves highly pleased with the needle 
work performed by the girls.

The Master conducts the boys’ school to the entire satis­
faction of the Committee. It is a very pleasing sight to be­
hold children of all denominations assembled together, and 
instructed in the principles of the Holy Scriptures, which will 
tend, we trust, to unite all parties. There are at present in 
the Schools n total of 246 children, viz. 160 boys and 86 girls. 
84 of whom are Catholics.

Several Canadian children who were admitted into the 
School in November and December of last year, ignorant ol 
the Alphabet, arc now able to re ail and write words of two and 
three syllables, and understand perfectly the first two rules 
of Arithmetic. Other children who had made some profi­
ciency in reading, but knew nothing of Arithmetic, have in 
eight months acquired a competent knowledge of the simple 
and compound Rules, Reduction and the Rule of Three ; 
considerable progress in learning has also been made by a 
number of boys who have (unhappily for themsthet) been 
obliged to^accompany their parents into the country to take 
land ; the Public are earnestly invited to visit the Schools, 
which speak for themselves.

Considering the influence of females in society, and espe­
cially in the early education of the rising generation, the Com ­
mittee congratulate their constituents on the great success 
which has attended the girls’ School ; and they fervently hope,
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for the same rcacons, that the best exertions of the friends of 
education, and the well wishers of posterity will be made, in 
order to improve the efficiency of this School, by increasing 
its numbers, as it is sufficiently known, that on the education 
and deportment of an individual female, frequently depends 
the happiness of whole families.

Your Committee would indulge the hope, that as they pro­
ceed, they will lie enabled to imitate the female department 
of the Parent Society, by affording to the girls, an opportunity 
of making themselves acquainted with domestic duties and 
household work, so exceedingly desirable, either in a female 
servant, or the head of a family, and so especially necessary 
in this country, where so few servants can be found, who are, 
in any tolerable degree, qualified for the duties of their re­
spective stations.

Your Committee feel it to be their duty to commend to 
your approbation and grateful notice, the kindness of that val­
uable association of Ladies “ the Dorcas Society by whoso 
kind exertions about 40 of the children have been clothed, 
and have been thereby enabled to avail themselves of the 
benefit of the Schools, of which they must otherwise have 
been deprived.

In answer to a letter containing an account of the state and 
progress of the Schools—your Committee have been honored 
with a communication from His Excellency the Earl of Dal- 
housie, which contains sentiments as honorable to the humane 
and generous heart of the noble writer, as they are flattering 
and encouraging to the Society.

Your Committee cannot persuade themselves to withhold 
from the Society, the pleasure which they are fully aware 
that you will experience, in hearing this proof, additional to 
the many, with which you are already acquainted, of the 
liberality and magnanimity of the exalted individual in whom 
it is our happiness to recognize the representative of our 
beloved Sovereign, whose annual support ofthe British sys­
tem, best evinces his ardent desire to promote universal ed­
ucation, and to follow the beneficent example ot his illustri­
ous Father, whose earnest wish in behalf of the children of 
his people, is thus gradually accomplishing.

The letter of the Earl oi" Dalhousie is as follows :
Quebec, Mlh June, 1823.

Sia,—I have the pleasure to acknowledge your letter and 
parcel from the Britisn. and Foreign School Society. The 
report which your letter contains affords a most gratifying 
evidence ofthe snccess which has attended your first labours
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for this Institution, and must prove the best incitement to 
all its well wishers to continue their aid and! support in their 
stations. Be assured I shall not be backward in mine. 1 con­
sider it an honour to be named the Patron of such works, 
and can only renew my request that 1 may be informed when 
and in what manner I can be useful to this Institution.

1 am Sir,
Your most obedient

Humble Servant
DALHOÜSIE.

Mr. Wm. Lunn,
Your Committee are persuaded that there will be but 

d that an intense feeling of satis 
faction and gratitude for His Excellency’s great kindness In 
thus condescending to become the Patron of this Institution.

Your Committee flatter themselves that their constituents 
will participate in the pleasure which they cannot but in­
dulge, while they contemplate the success, with which the 
institution has been favoured by an allwise and beneficent Pro­
vidence, thus far. But they would by no means cherish that ' 
species of complacency, in that which has already been at- 
chieved, which would induce either them or you to rest 
satisfied without renewed and persevering exertion. We 
have only to look around, to be convinced of the vastness of 
the field which yet remains to be occupied—with the her­
culean labour, yet to be performed, in order to furnish the 
human mind with even a moderate degree of cultivation in 
useful knowledge and the principles of virtue. Our past suc­
cess must only be allowed to delight us by the reflection, 
that the end which we propose, is proved to be attainable, 
and that its accomplishment may be confidently anticipated.— 
Our gratification must arise, not from the hope of ceasing to la­
bour, but from the certair prospect of labouring with success : 
that moral darkness and its consequent irregularities, rude­
ness
in the use of proper means, that faithful Providence on whom 
we ought to rely for success, will fulfil his promise and 
“ make darkness light before us, and crooked things straight.”

Your committee feel pursuaded that that principle of be­
nevolence which has animated you in pursuing this important 
object in your own city, and which has rendered you suscepti­
ble of being attracted this evening to one common centre, 
must make it proportionally interesting to you, to hear that 
the cause of education, which is indeed the cause of truth, is 
making rapid progress among your brethren of mankind of
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In Ireland the system has been widely and very favoura- 

iTr'1; and jrom the liberality of its principle, it has 
been declared by the Commission appointed by Parliament
SrhZ iXf'K6 L°rd Pnn,ate’ avérai Bishops and other 
distinguished characters,) to be peculiarly adapted for that 
country as keeping clear of all interference with the particu­
lar religious tenets of any, inducing the whole population to 
receive its benefits as one undivided body, under one and the 
same system and in the same establishment." By the last re- 
port 3o6 schoolmasters had been trained, of whom 144 were 
lioman Catholics and 212 Protestants, and the number in the 
Schools connected with the Society, 35,657.”
whn hR^CL—Am°18 the na,ioD9 ofthe Continent of Europe, 
who have been zealous in the introduction of the system 

ranee occupies the first and most prominent station/ The 
attention of that nation was first drawn towards that system in 
S r’i Wchear,a Societ.v was formed under the title of “ The
M AI* n8t7C,i0n and * thc a99istance "f
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system have also been formed at Cadiz, Saragossa, Alcala, ( 
Andalusia) Seville, Granada, Zamora, Burgos, Valencia, To. 
tola, Alcazar and Mexico.”

“ A grand central Military School for the whole Spanish Ar­
my, is on the point of being organized by Colonel Kearney.”

“Thesystem has also been introduced, by ordercftheir re­
spective governments, in Italy, and Russia, where schools for 
the children of the soldiers have been established from Sibc- 

j ria to Odessa, in Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland, and 
the Netherlands ; likewise in India, where one of the great- 

ï est obstacles in the way of moral improvement—the abso­
lute prohibition of female education among the natives is now 
giving way. Miss Cooke, a lady from England, having devoted 
herself to the work, has within eleven months obtained chil­
dren to require fifteen schools for from 40 to 50 girls in each. 
In South America, Mr. Thompson has obtained decrees from 
the authorities in Buenos Ayres—in Chili—and-in Peru, for 
the establishment of a Model School for training Masters in 
all the principal cities and towns. He has also got free per-, 
mission to print the Scripture Lessons. Thns having obtain- 

, ed independence, they are making the best use of their pri­
vileges.”
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In various other nations of the earth the system has been 
j received, and education is spreading with accelerated rapidity.

The merchandize of knowledge is better than the 
chandizc of silver, and the gain thereof than of fine gold. Of 
whatever else we impart to the needy, we dispossess our­
selves ; but in imparting knowledge, we enrich others, but 
cannot impoverish ourselves. On the contrary, we cannot but 
increase our talent in its use. Your Committee have felt it to 
be their duty, thus very briefly, to hint at that which cannot 
hut afford the highest gratification to benevolent minds, but 
they are unwilling longer to detain you from the intellectual 
repast, which you will no doubt enjoy from the eloquence 
of those Gentlemen—friends of humanity—who have kindly 
engaged to aid in the business of the present meeting.

Finally : your Committee beg leave to tender to your ac- 
I ceptance, the report now read and to retire from their places 

with fervent gratitude to God for the measure of success 
which he has afforded to their humble efforts ; and with the 
most earnest desires, that you may be directed to the choice 
of a Committee, whose exertions shall be tenfold more efli- 

1 ' ient, and whose labours, under the divine blessing, shall ho 
crowned with the most abundant success.
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REPORT
OF THE

&AMŒ3* mmxmwL
For the management of the British and Canadian ,School for 

Girls.

I Your Committee feel no ordinary degree of interest in pre 
ting to you the first Report of the infant Institution which 

owes its existence to your liberality and exertions, and while 
they regret that its progress has not been commensurate with 
their wishes, they would not withhold the tribute ot gratitude 
to that Being who rules over every event, that thus much has 
been accomplished.

Commenced on the 6th January last, not under the most 
favourable auspices, the improvement of this Institution has 
been accelerated with each revolving month, until it has gra­
dually acquired strength and firmness. The grand obstacle to^g 
I he execution of the design was overthrown by the first 
steps taken by your Committee who appointed two of then- 
number to solicit the aid of the Public. In this errand of 
Charily they realized their most sanguine expectations, and 
it has enabled the Committee to act with a freedom which has 
imparted a thrill of vigour and decision to every effort Sub­
sequently many articles, the offerings of mercantile generosi­
ty have been received, which have been highly serviceable. 
During the eight months that the Girls School has been in 
operation, 183 girls have been admitted—of these, some have 
been removed in consequence of non-compliance with the 
Rules, which your Committee have considered as inviolable, 
others have been put out to service, and many from the fa­
milies of Scotch and Irish Selttlers, who have made this but 
a resting place, have left the City.

The constant influx of Emigrants, though it yields a tem­
porary increase to the Schools, keeps it in that fluctuating 
state which has a paralysing influence on its general progress, 
while its actual usefulness is not perhaps diminished ; and we 
may at some future day from distant parts of our Country, 
witness the fruits of that instruction which we feel to be at 
present detrimental to the Institution. The average number

M'll

À

-s



ZI

of Scholar» ha» been about 68, of whom 30 are Catholics ; 
man)
places of ignorance, vice and wretchedness, where every 
ral virtue and every intellectual faculty had alike slumbered 
in darkness—their proficiency in order, industry, and moral 
conduct, has not been less conspicuous than in those branch­
es which are more expressly the object of their attainment. 
While your Committee have rejoiced in being able to render 
those destitute little beings so rich a boon, and have observed 
with increasing pleasure their improvement, they have looked 
too w ith much anxiety on their filthy, tattered garments, as the 
state of the funds did not authorise the appropriation of any 
part of them to the relief of corporeal wants. In this respect 
however, they have not been left wholly destitute, and would 
gratefully acknowledge the assistance received from the Dor- 

Society, who with the impulse of benevolence have 
these children, the garments of

of these children have emerged from the very hiding
mo-
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120 prizes have been distributed, consisting of Combs, 
Handkerchiefs, Caps &c. which have had the intended effect 
of inspiring a deeper spirit of emulation, and provoking the 
mind of the indolent to exertion. From what has already been 
done, your Committee feel that there is strong ground for en­
couragement in that department of the Institution, which has 
been committed to their management. The superior utility 
of this system has been acknowledged wherever it has been 
adopted ; and it certainly holds no insignificant rank in the 
scale of modern improvements ; while it freely and almost 
gratuitously extends its benefits, it imparts instruction, with 

ipidity and simplicity, which has hitherto been unequalled 
bv any other method. Who, that can look back a few years 

was to the lower class of our
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to the period when learning
lace, like a locked granery in the la. i of famine, will not re­
joice in the invention of a Lancaster—a name which deserves 
to be lisped by every child of ignorance and poverty—and 
next to that of the founder of Sunday Schools to claim his 
gratitude arid veneration—the latter more particularly opened 
the stores of moral knowledge—the former placed the key of 
mental culture in the hands of the simple, degraded and un­
lettered of our species. When we reflect how large a propor­
tion of the inhabitants of our globe is composed of this class, 
and the colouring which, from their numbers, they give to the 
morals of a country. When we dwell for a moment on the be­
nign or noxious influence which females are allowed to exert 
in every civilized society, their education assumes an import-
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d.
His Ex’cy. the Earl of DALIIOU- ) 

SIE, Governor in Chief, S 
His Excellency Sir PEREGRINE 

MAITLAND, York, U. C.
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n

ante equal to that of those who are destined to act a more 
conspicuous part in this world’s theatre. When too we take 
into view the fund of resources which it costs, those who are 
surrounded with opulence and luxury, so little exertion to 
procure them, surely no heart can refuse to share with its 
less favoured fellow being the gift which Providence has be­
stowed ; not merely for the gratification of selfishness, but 
for the exercise of that diffusive charity, which liberally im­
parts to others. The little face besmeared with dirt, and 
whose bold expression indicates perfect insensibility to shame, 
may hide a gem, obscured by the rubbish of ignorance and 
vice, which is capable of receiving ns bright a polish as ever 
adorned the human character. And is it not of some conse­
quence to rescue such from the intellectual and moral torpor 
which the want of education generally interposes, to enable 
them to read that volume whose precepts alone could save 
them from error, and make them virtuous and useful mem­
bers of society, by directing their thoughts to the high des­
tiny of an immortal being.

Incited by such powerful motives, even the dormant hand 
of sloth would raise itself, and make one energetic effort ; the 
most churlish and miserly would relax the grasp which so 
firmly presses the glittering gold ; while the heart of sensi­
bility and benevolence would exclaim in the words of its own 
favourite maxim. “ To do good and to communicate, forget 
not."
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Gray Mrs. A.
Griffin R. Esq.
Griffin H. Esq.

Hall Mrs. J. 
Handyside D. Esq. 
Harewood, R. Esq. 
Harewood Jno. Esq. 
Hedge Mr. S.
Hedge Mr. Wm. 
Hilton Mr. Jno. 
Holmes A. F. Esq. 
Holt Mr. P. 
Hutchinson Wm. Esq.

Jameison Jno. Esq. 
Johnson A. K. Esq. 
Jones N. Esq.
Jones Mr. Isaac,

Knowlan Rev. J.

Lacroix------Esq.
Lamontagne Chs. Esq. 
Larocque F. A. Esq. 
Leonard Mr. F.
Leslie Jas. Esq.
Levi Jno. Esq.
Lunn Wm. Esq.
Lunn Mrs.
Lyman Mr. E.

McCord Thomas, Esq. 
Macdonald Mr. C. 
McGill P. Esq. 
McGinnis Mr. Rd. 
McIntyre Mr. Jas,
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£ I. d.
1 0 0
1 5 0
2 10 0
1 5 0
I 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 15 0 
1 5 0
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 5 0
1 5 0
2 0 0

McKay Mr. T.
McKenzie Col. 60th. 
McKenzie Jno. Esq. 
McKenzie H. Esq. 
M’Lean Mr. A.
Masson Jos. Esq. 
Mathcwson Mr. J. 
Metzler Mr. F.
Millar Js. Esq.
Miller Mr. A.
Molson Jno. Esq.
Moison Mrs. T.
Monk Mrs.
Monro G. Esq. (of York,) 
Morrogh It. Esq.
Mower Mr. N.
Muir Mr. E.

Ogden C. L. Esq. 
O’Sullivan M. Esq. 
Osgood Rev. T.

Pell Mr. W. G.
Perm T. Esq.
Platt Mrs.
Porteous Mrs. A.
Pothier T. Esq.
Proctor G. Esq.

Rasco Mr. F.
Rcdpath Mr. J.
Reid Mr. Justice 
Richardson Honble. J. 
P.obertson D. Esq. 
Rolland J. It. Esq.
Ross D. Esq.
Rossiter P. Esq.

Roy I

Saribr
Satag
Sawtt
Scott
Seabi
Selby
Shaw
Shaw
Simsc
Skem
Smith
Smith
Smith
Soltin
Spraj
Speci
Spec!

Thaii
Torn
Tom
Trasl
Try.
Tutti

1 5 0 
1 5 0 
1 0 0

l 0 0 
1 0 0 
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1 0 0 
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1 0 0 Vigei

War<
Whit
Wilk
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Wurl

1 0 0 
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1 5 0
1 3 4
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1 0 0 
1 0 0 
I 0 0

Yule
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S.
Roy Portdance Mr. L.

Saflborn Mr. S.
Satage Mr. G.
Saw tell Mr. L.
Scott M. Esq.
Seabrook Mrs.
Selby Mrs. Dr.
Shaw A. Esq.
Shaw Mr. Alex.
Simson John, Esq.
Skene P. Esq.—Quebec,— 
Smith Wm. E 
Smith Jno. Esq.
Smith Miss,
Solomon Mr. H.
Spragg Mr. Jno.
Special Jury, } Per J. Froth- ( 
Special Jury, ^ ingham Esq. (

Thain Thos. Esq.
Torrance Jno. Esq.
TorranCe Thos. Esq.
Trask Dr.
Try Jno. Esq.
Tuttle Mr. E. C.

0
1 5
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1 5
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1 15
1 5

51 0
11 0 sq.
11 0
11 5
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10
1
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1 0
01 0
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1 00l
1 01 0

01 0
1 01 0

1 0 Viger L. M. Esq. 1 0 001
Ward Mr. Jno. D. 
White A. Esq. 
Wilkins R. C. Esq. 
W ragg T. B. Esq. 
Wurtele Mjv G.-

1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 5 0 
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BRITISH AND CANADIAN SCHOOL 
SOCIETY.

That Sp 
Committee 
ors, seven 
proixtscil t< 

That no 
% . at t 
least ten g 
tied to vote 
sequent to

AT i Meeting of Gentlemen in Montreal, held on tlic 21st September, 
1348, tor the purpose of taking into consideration the state of the Chil­
dren of the Labouring Classes of Society, of the said Town and its

DANIEL l’ISHER, Esq. in tl>e Chair.

It appearing to this Meeting, tl>at the state of the Children of the La* 
imuring Classes of the People, and flic deficiency of their education, ren­
der it highly necessary, that some effectual inode be adopted for the im­
provement of their murals, and fur affording them a pro[>er education.

/icrufre.7-—Thut the plan of the British and Foreign School Society, on 
account of its lilieml principle, ami its great simplicity and economy, ap­
pears to lie liest adapted to this end.

That for the purpose of promoting the important objects of this meet­
ing, a Society be formed; and denominated “ The British and Canadian 
School Society,” for Use education of the children of the labouring class 
oi the people, and the improvement of their mo a Is.

That the children of alj labouring people or mechanics, residing with­
in the city of Montreal and its neighbourhood, arc proper objects of this 
institution.

Government of the Society, and Privileges of Subscribers and 
Governors,

That all Subscribers of twenty shillings a year, or of five pounds in 
one donation, he entitled to have one child continually in tin* School, ex­
cept as after mentioned, (and so in proportion for any larger sum ;) and 
dso be Governors of the Society, and as such, eligible to be Meml»ers of 
the Committee, and to vote and be present at the general Mcetiiigs.

That no children be admitted until they have completed their ÿxth 
year.

That whenever the number of children admitted into the school shall 
be within twenty of tile number determined by the Committee to be re­
ceived, no children under the age of eight years shall be admitted, and 
til0 eld* » of the then applicants shall be preferred.

TluiLall absent Suhtcrilicrs may recommend children by proxy.
That all Subscriptions shall become tine on the 1st October in each 

yt w, und no Governor shall be entitled to vote at general meetings, or 
recommend scholars, during such time us Ids subscription is in arreur.

General and Special Meetings,

general Meeting of the Governors lie field every year, on the 
fir.-t Tuesday in September, at which meeting, the proceedings of the 
Committee (appointed as after mentioned) lor the preceding year, shall 
fie read, and il approved, confirmed, and the funds and the state of the 
School considered, and a report there*4â>r.tlie information of the Sub- 
a;ritiers, approved, and such additional regulation; and resolutions adopt­
ed as may be deemed necessary, and a "President, Vine Presidents, Trea­
surer, Secretary and other MeniUfi of the Committee elected, or re 
ejected»
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iOOL Tfmt Sjiecial Meetings of the Governor» be called at the roque t ol the 
Committee, (seven or more of them being present) or by twelve Govern­
ors seven days previous notice being given thereof, and of the business 
proposed to be transacted.

That no question be decided by Imllot unless demanded in writing 
•ii, at the general Meeting (wherein the question shall arise) by at 
least ten goyemors, and that all Female and absent Governors lie enti­
tled to vote by proxy, at sueh ballot which shall be taken seven days sub­
sequent to such general Meeting.

1st September, 
tc of the Chil- 
Tuwn and its

•* •

and

ren of the La* 
ulucution, rou­
ted for the im- 
r education.
M)1 Society, on 
economy, ap­

is of this mc( t- 
and Canadian 
abouriug class

residing with- 
objects of this

Committee.

I’hat thi« Society lie under the direction of a Committee of sixteen Go­
vernors, consisting of a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a 
Secretary and eleven other Governors, with power to add to their number 

That Horatio Gates Esq. be President, the Honble. C. W. Grant, and 
J. Papineau, Esqrs. Vice Presidents, Kenneth Donne, Esq. the Treu 

surer, William Lmm, Esq. the Secretary, and

Messrs. F. A. LAROCQUE,
IN. U. DOUCET,
O. RERTHELET,
DAVID IIANDYSIDE,
TAMES CARSVELL,
A. FERGUSON,

the Committee, with power to add to their nmnlw.
J hut the Committee meet on the first Monday in ever)' calendar mcntii, 

three members whereof shall constitute a meeting.
I hat the Committee may till up any vacancy (not being that of a Pre 

rident or \ ice Presidents) which may hap]>cn therein timing the intcrx at 
lierill yearly meeting ; the governors being proposed .it one, and 

elected at the ensuing monthly meeting.
I liât any three members of the Committee may cull a special merlin" 

<!.ereol, specifyihg in writing the business to be submitted thereto, and 
u,v. h t!u Secretary shall insert in the

I hut ii" moi her of the Committee be employed in any business res- 
pectnig the Society, for which he is to receive a pecuniary compensation.

] imt the Committee publish yearly a report of the state o! the Society, 
dtor the approbation thereof by the yearly meeting.

That the Committee shall appoint the School-Master, and all the infe- 
• »r o'lieers of the Society, and form temporary regulation*, for the man­

ge ment ol the School, which shall lie in force until the next general meet­
ing ; hut no longer unies* then confirmed.

That no book, pamphlet or other paper, he introduced into the School 
without being first presented to, and approved of by the Committee, and 
that the general reading lessons l>e confined to the Holy Scriptures 
•racts therefrom, and lessons for spelling and Arithmetic.

I hat in case there shall be room for more Children than the subscri­
bers shall be entitled to recommend, «he Committee shall lie ut liberty to 
idl up the number, and also to appoint Children to any vacancies, occa- 
-Muiod by the omission of subscribers to recommend, but without prvin 

e to f!ie privilege of subscribers, regulated a« af«er mentioned.

Messrs. M. SCOTT,
D. FISHER,
JNO. MACKENZIE, 
JNO TORRANCE.
J. FROTHIXOHAM.
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Treasurer.

That tlie Treasurer shall receive all sums of money paid for the use of

is the Committee shall deem sufficient, and that he makeall payments 
auctioned by the Committee, and lay before them, at each monthly 

meeting, a list, (to be prepared and delivered him by the collector) of all 
such Subscribers as shall fie in arrears for three months and also, a state­
ment of his accounts which shall be audited, balanced and delivered to 
the general yearly meeting.

Scholars’ Recommendations &c.

That every recommendation of a .'hild to the School, shall be signed 
by a subscriber, and shall specify the parents names, places of abode, 
number in family, occupation, circumstances, (or average of weekly earn­
ings,) and denomination of religion ; also the name and age of the child 
recommended ; which, recommendation shall he left with the Master, 
who shall enter the same in the register of candidates, and submit it tu 
the then next monthly meeting of the Committee.

That if any Child so recommended shall be rejected by the Committee 
us ineligible, or in the event of a vacancy happening with respect to any 
of the said children, the Subscriber recommending such child, 11 im­
mediately be informed thereof by a written notice signed by t master. 
Whereupon such Subscriber shall be ht liberty to recomnu mother 
' hild to supply the vacancy, but if such Sutiscriber shall it* to do sc 
for two weeks after notice shall be sent, the Committee s' ol up such 
vacancy and the Subserilier lose his recommendation for th time.

That no child sl^ill be admitted with any infectious disorder, and that 
the Children come to School properly washed, and with their hair cut 
short and combed.

That the School hours be from nine to twelve in the morning, and 
from two to five in the afternoon from the first of April to the first of No­
vember, and front two to lour in the other months.

That the Children shall attend every Sunday at those places for wor­
ship to which by their recommendation they up)>eur to belong; for which 
purpose they shall assemble at the School room on that day sufficiently 
early to go from theuce to their respective places for worship.

Inspectors.

That the Committee shall at each of their monthly meetings appoint 
two Inspectors for the ensuing month, who shall attend at least, twice in 
each week, at the School room, for the purpose of ascertaining the pro­
gress of the Children iu their learning.—They shall minute in a book the 
time of their attendance ; and after having inspected the master’s reports. 
&c. they shall enter any remarks thereon, and on any other matter re­
specting the School which they deem proper in the eaid book, and sign 
the same ; which shall be laid before the then next monthly meeting of 
the Committee.

That the two Inspectors for the preceding month be requested to attend 
every Sunday at the School room, early enough to sec the Scholars pro­
ceed from thence to their respective planes for worship, headed by their 
Master, and also such of the Committee and Subscribers or other persons, 

may with the approbation of the Committee consent to attend for thbfL -
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purpose, who ere to report to the Master in writing on the ensuing Mon­
day, the conduct of the Scholars during their attendance at their several 
places for worship, and also the names of the absentees.

Schoolmaster.

That the Schoolmaster shall attend every Sunday at the School room, 
for the purpose of properly arranging the Scholars previous to their set­
ting out fo. their respective places for worship, and of taking 
of the absentees.—He shall also accompany, and take the oversight of 
such boys as go to the place for worship he attends.

That the Schoolmaster shall enter or cause to be entered, daily in a 
book, an account of the absentees from School, and from their respective 
places for worship on Sundays, and shall keep a Weekly account of the 

f such absence. He shall produce such accounts to the Inspectors 
and also make a monthly report of the same to the Committee, adding 
an account of the Children who have passed from class to class, in con 
sequence of proficiency in learning during the preceding month—aud of 
the rewards distributed.

That the Committee endeavour ■ peedily to procure an account of the 
number of Children, and their ages, who are now in Montreal, and its 
vicinity having no prospect of education.

That a subscription for promoting the object of this meeting be imme­
diately opened, and that K. Dowie, Esqr. the Treasurer, and Messrs. O. 
Berthelet, Jno. Mackenzie, Scott and Limn, be appointed to receive 
%e tame.

/
an account

t

Signed on behalf of the Meeting.
DANIEL FISHER,

Chairman.
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FORMATION OF THE LADIES COMMITTEE.

T

AT a Meeting conv ened in the School-House on the 17th 
December 1822 for the purpose of cstablisliinga Ladies Com­
mittee to assist in the management of the British and Canadi­
an School for girls :

IIORAIIO GATES, Esq.—in the chair,

It was proposed, and

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY :

1st. That a committee he now formed to assist in conducts 
mg the British and Canadian School for girls, consisting of a 
1 resident, Secretary, and thirteen other members.

_ ®n(h That Mrs. Lvnn, be the President, Miss Day the 
'('crctary, and

Mrs. Bancroft,
Mrs. Ferguson,
Mrs. Gates,
Mrs. N. Jones,
Mrs. Fmthingham,
Mrs. Jno. Torrance,
Miss Ermatinger,

Hoi
PE
•F.

Miss Adams,
Mrs. D. Fisher,
Mrs. Jno. Mackenzie, 
Miss Bancroft,
Mrs. Day,
Mrs. J. Hall,

Messrs,The Committee,

tS ith power to add to their number, and to obtain such fur­
ther patronage as they may deem suitable.

3d. That the Regulations of the British and Canadian 
School Society, be adopted in conducting the school for girls.

4th. 1 hat a subscription for promoting the object of this 
meeting be immediately opened.

Kr'i
month.

H. GATES, Chairman.

L1

I
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PATRON,OMMITTF.E.

HIS EXCELLENCY

THE EARL OF DALHOÜSIE.
GOVERNOR IN CHIEF.louse on the 17 th 

ling u Ladies Com- 
ritish and Cunadi-

IC CHAIR

PRESIDENT,

HORATIO GATES, ESQ

assist in condui te
is, consisting of a 
mbers.

it, Miss Day the

VICE-PRESIDENTS,

Hon. L. J. PAPINEAU, Esq. M. P. 
PETER M’GILL, Esq.
F. A. LAROCQUE, Esq.

is,
'isher,
Mackenzie, A. FERGUSON, Esq.—Treasurer. 

WM. LUNN, Esq.—Secretary.
oft,

11,
COMMITTEE.

Messrs. O. Rerthelet, 
D. Handysidk, 
J. Carsijell.

Messrs. Jno. Frothing ha..:. 
Jno. Mackenzie, 
Thomas Gusy, 
Joseph Masson, 
Andrew Shaw, 
George Davies

obtain such fur-
D. Fisher,
Jno. Torrance, 
Michael Scott,li and Canadian 

! school for girls.

tic object of this

and Dr. Ki'izcn.

0The Committee meet on the first Monday in every 
month.

S, Chairman.
-o

f
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FEMALE DEPARTMENT.
At the

culia 
on '

PATRONESS,

RIGHT HON. THE COUNTESS OF DALHOUSlfc. Mr. ( 
called o

On a 
«on,Esc

ReiPRESIDENT.

1. T1 
od. and 
the Coi

On a 
Esq. it

MRS. LUNN.

SECRETARY.

MISS DAY.

COMMITTEE. Re
MRS. D. FISHER, 

MISS ADAMS, 
MISS HOLMES, 
MISS BANCROFT, 
MISS BUCHANAN, 
MISS ARNOLDI, 
MRS. MONK.
MRS. ORKNEY.

MRS. BANCROFT,
MRS. FROTHINGHAM, 
MRS. N. JONES,
MRS. JNO. TORRANCE, 
MRS. FERGUSON,
MRS. J. HALL,
MRS. JNO. MACKENZIE, 
MISS ERMATINGER,

2. Tl 
icnsive i 
qualify ; 
teachers 
establisl

On a 
mgham,

Re

3. Tl 
Foreign 
ihniugli

(£r The Committee meet on the first Tuesday in every 
month.
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HORATIO GATES, Esq, in the chair.

Mr. Gates introduced the business of toe meeting, and 
called on the Secretary to read the Report.

On a motion of Daniel Fisher, Esq. seconded by A. Fergu­
son, Esq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

1. That the Report which has now been read, be receiv­
ed. and adopted, and that it be printed under the direction of 
the Committee.

On a motion of John Boston, Esq. seconded by D. Fisher, 
Esq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

2. That this Institution shall maintain a School on an ex 
tensive scale to educate Children, and that it shall train up and 
qualify young persons of both sexes to supply well instructed 
teachers to the inhabitants of Canada, as shall be desirous ol 
establishing Schools on the British system.

On a motion of B. Holmes, Esq. seconded by John Froth- 
mgham, Esq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

3. That this Meeting sincerely congratulates the British and 
Foreign School Society on the rapid progress of education 
throughout the world.

DALHOUSIÈ.

FISHER,

AMS,
LMES,

SCROFT,
L'HANAN,
SOLDI,
iNK.
KNEY.

fuesday in every

!
>

EAT.
At the First Anniversary of the British and Can­

adian School Society, held in the School House, 
on Thursday the 25th, Sept. 1823,—

x

X
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On a motion of M. Scott, Esq. seconded by Win. Lunn,
teq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

4. That this Meeting entertains the most grateful sense of the 
patronage anil support afforded to this Institution by His Ex­
cellency the Earl of Dalhousie, thereby evincing his paternal 
regard to the best interests of the community.

On a motion of John Jameison, Esq. seconded by C. Ban­
croft, Esq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

■ ». That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the President,
' ire Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary and Committee, for 
their services during the past year, and that the following 
Gentlemen be the Officers and Committee for the year 
ing. See page 9.

On a motion of D. Handyside, Esq. seconded by George 
Davies, Esq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to the Ladies* 
f ommittce, and to the Ladies composing the l)orcac Socictv 
respectively, for the important services they have rendered 
to this Institution: and that the following Ladies be the Com 
mittee for the year ensuing. Sue page 10.

On a motion of D. Fisher, Esq. seconded by Win. Lunn, 
Esq. it was

Resolved unanimously,

ensu-

Thatthe thanks of this Meeting be given, to the Chai •■- 
aim. for hi; able conduct in the Chair.

7.



A.FIRST REPORT

OF THE

BRITISH AND CANADIAN

Sboefets?»

The subjugation of mind to ‘principalities and powers, ti/ 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, and to spiritual wick­
edness in high places” (to adopt the phraseology of Holy 
writ) has been the order of things prevailing among the great 
majority of mankind for nearly six thousand years ; and not­
withstanding a remedy has been possessed by a portion of the 
human race, they have been too destitute of the moral prin­
ciple of love to their neighbour, to be induced to impart to 
others, a share of that blessing, which God in his providence 
had so liberally bestowed upon them. The few have revel­
led in intellectual luxury, while the despised multitude have 
perished for lack of knowledge.

Truly darkness has covered the earth, and gross darkness 
the people, but we are privileged to hail the dawn of the 
morning, on which the day spring from on high is visiting us, 
when concern for the honour of God, and affection for out 
brethren of mankind, triumph over the selfish monopoly of 
knowledge, and hold forth to others the word of Life.

To Christianity is the honour due, of pointing out the way 
m which the thick mists of ignorance may be rolled away 
from the intellectual horizon ; and the delightful assurance 
that the light which shinetli, shall increase to the perfect day, 
is founded on the word of Him, at whose fiat, existence started 
out of nothing, confusion became onler, and whose efficacious 
mandate said, “ Let there be light and there was light.”

The Sun of revelation is now rising in majestic splendour, 
its ascent is gradual hut certain. Nothing can impede its pro­
gress ; already it illumines many of the highest mountains, 
which reflect its lustre on the surrounding hills and rallies.—
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The Gentiles are coming to its light, and Kings to the bright­
ness of its rising.

Many of the friends of humanity, religion, and morals, had 
long felt deeply concerned for the welfare of the society of 
these Provinces, and more especially of the children of their 
neighbours and fellow citizens, in the place, in which Pro­
vidence had cast their lot.

They had observed the progress of education in different 
parts of the world, by means of the system adopted by the 
British and Foreign School Society, and which originated with 
that friend of youth, Mr. Joseph Lancaster. Being convin­
ced of its superiority, on account of the Christian simplicity, 
liberality and charity of its principles, and its admirable a- 
daptation to a community composed of persons of so many dif­
ferent religious denominations, as well as its economy, and the 
facility of its support, for the benefit of the children of the 
poor, and labouring classes of society, measures were taken 
in September of last year to organize a School, and to form u 
Society for its support ; of those measures an account was sub­
sequently published, which contained a specification of the ob­
ject and constitution of the Society.

Your Committee deemed it their duty on their appointment 
to manage die affairs of the Institution, to fulfil the impor­
tant trust with which you had been pleased to honour them , 
and they immediately resolved to appoint as the Master of 
flic School, Mr. Thomas Hutchins, who had been sent out 
highly recommended by the Committee of the British and 
Foreign School Society, with a salary of £100 Cy. per 
nnm, commencing on the 27th July preceding, which was the 
period of Mr, Hutchins’s arrival. In procuring a suitable 
place, in which to commence the operations of the School, 
it appeared to them eligible to hire a House belonging to Mr. 
Berthelet, which was lately occupied by the Montreal Gener­
al Hospital, at a rent not exceeding £40 per annum. The 
house was accordingly taken for two years and seven months, 
trom the 1st of tlie ensuing month, October ; and the necessa­
ry preparations of desks, forms and platform, with other re­
quisites for the actual commencement was made.

Three months had not elapsed from the time of opening 
the School, when it was found, that in consequence of the 
increasing number of the children w ho attended, it would be 
requisite to provide additional room.

i our Committee therefore thought it desirable, and 
dingly determined to separate the girls from the boys, and to 
it up the lower part of the house for their accommodation
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Your Committee also perceived, that it wn« highly desirable 
to procure the service» of some benevolent ladies, to inspect 
the female School, to selects suitable person for a Mistress 
and to assist in the superintendence.

They accordingly solicited the aid, and succeeded in for­
ming a Committee of Ladies, whose assiduous attention to 
the interest and prosperity of the Institution merits the highest 
commendation of the Society. The Ladies’ Committee have 
found it necessary to endeavour to procure a Mistress regu­
larly trained to superintend the girls’ school ; application has 
therefore been made for that purpose to the Committee in 
London, and a suitable person is engaged, and expected in 
the ensuing Spring.

The number of children who have been admitted into the 
Schools since October last is 499 ; of which a great many 
have left to accompany their parents into the Upper Province 
to take land, andj others are gone to service. The children 
in general are very attentive and have made great improve­
ment in learning, the Ladies who have visited the Schools 
have expressed themselves highly pleas d with the needle 
work performed by the girls.

The Master conducts the boys’ school to the entire satis­
faction of the Committee. It is a very pleasing sight to be­
hold children of all denominations assembled together, and 
instructed in the principles of the Holy Scriptures, which will 
tend, we trust, to unite all parties. There are at present in 
the Schools n total of 246 children, viz. 160 boys and 86 girls. 
84 of whom are Catholics.

Several Canadian children who were admitted into the 
School in November and December of last year, ignorant of 
the Alphabet, arc now able to read and write words of two and 
three syllables, and understand perfectly the first two rules 
of Arithmetic. Other children who had made some profi­
ciency in reading, but knew nothing of Arithmetic, have in 
eight months acquired a competent knowledge of the simple 
and compound Rules, Reduction and the Rule of Three ; 
considerable progress in learning has also been made by a 
number of boys who have (unhappily for themselves) been 
obliged tiZaccompany their parents into the country to take 
land ; the Public are earnestly invited to visit the Schools, 
which speak for themselves.

Considering the influence of females in society, and espe­
cially in the early education of the rising generation, the Com 
mittee congratulate their constituents on the great success 
which has attended the girls’School ; and they fervently hope,
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for the same reasons, that the best exertions of the friends of 
education, and the well wishers of posterity will be made, in 
order to improve the efficiency of this School, by increasing 
its numbers, as it is sufficiently known, that on the education 
and deportment of an individual female, frequently depends 
the happiness of whole families.

Your Committee would indulge the hope, that as they pro­
ceed, they will be enabled to imitote the female department 
of the Parent Society, by affording o the girls, an opportunity 
of making themselves acquainted with domestic duties and 
household work, so exceedingly desirable, either in a female, 
servant, or the head of a family, and so especially necessary 
in this country, where so few servants can be found, who are, 
in any tolerable degree, qualitied for the duties of their re­
spective stations.

Your Committee feel it to be their duty to commend to 
your approbation and grateful notice, the kindness of that val­
uable association of Ladies •* the Dorcas Society by whose 
kind exertions about 40 of the children have been clothed, 
and have been thereby enabled to avail themselves of the 
benefit of the Schools, of which they must othenvisc have 
been deprived.

In answer to a letter containing an account of the state and 
progress of the Schools—your Committee have been honored 
with a communication from His Excellency the Earl of Dnl- 
housie, which contains sentiments as honorable to the humane 
and generous heart of the noble writer, as they are fluttering 
and encouraging to the Society.

Your Committee cannot persuade themselves to withhold 
trom the Society, the pleasure which they are fully aware 
that you will experience, in bearing this proof, additional to 
the many, with which you are already acquainted, of the 
liberality and magnanimity of the exalted individual in whom 
it is our happiness to recognize the representative of our 
beloved Sovereign, whose annual support of the British sys­
tem, best evinces his ardent desire to promote universal ed­
ucation, and to follow the beneficent example ot his illustri­
ous Father, whose earnest wish in behalf of the children of 
his people, is thus gradually accomplishing.

The letter of the Earl of Dalhousie is as follows :
(Quebec, 11th June, 1823.

Sin,—I have the pleasure to acknowledge your letter and 
parcel from the British and Foreign School Society. The 
report which your letter contains affords a most gratifying 
evidence of the success which has attended your first labour®
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for this Institution, and must prove the best incitement to 
all its well wishers to continue their aid and! support in their 
stations. Be assured I shall not be backward in mine. 1 con­
sider it an honour to be named the Patron of such works, 
and can only renew my request that 1 may be informed when 
and in what manner 1 can be useful to this Institution.

I am Sir,
Your most obedient

Humble Servant
DALHOUSIE.

Mr. Wm. Lunn,
Your Committee are persuaded that there will be but 

one feeling in the society, and that an intense feeling of satis 
faction and gratitude for His Excellency's great kindness In 
thus condescending to become the Patron of this Institution.

Your Committee flatter themselves that their constituents 
will participate in the pleasure which they cannot but in­
dulge, while they contemplate the success, with which the 
institution has been favoured by an allwise and beneficent Pro­
vidence, thus far. But they would by no means cherish that ™ 
species of complacency, in that which has already been at- 
chieved, which would Induce either them or you to rest 
satisfied without renewed and persevering exertion. We 
have only to look around, to be convinced of the vastness of 
the field which yet remains to be occupied—with the her­
culean labour, yet to be performed, in order to furnish the 
human mind with even a moderate degree of cultivation in 
useful knowledge and the principles of virtue. Our past suc­
cess must only be allowed to delight us by the reflection, 
that the end which we propose, is proved to be attainable, 
and that its accomplishment may be confidently anticipated.— 
Our gratification must arise, not from the hope of ceasing to la­
bour, but from the certain prospect of labouring with succès» : 
that moral darkness and its consequent irregularities, rude­
ness and destitution of comfort, shall be removed, and, that, 
m the use of proper means, that faithful Providence on whom 
we ought to rely for success, will fulfil his promise and 
“ make darkness light before us, and crooked things straight.”

Your committee feel pursuaded that that principle of be­
nevolence which has animated you in pursuing this important 
object in your own city, and which has rendered you suscepti­
ble of being attracted this evening to one common centre, 
must make it proportionally interesting to you, to hear that 
the cause of education, which is indeed the cause of truth, is 
making rapid progress among your brethren of mankind of
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al.nost uH oU.«r nat.ons.-But to give only , glance at the 
great work which is in operation, we must ascend in imagina­
tion, and take up an asrial position at some convenient distance
wi? ?“rth’l f.n Tlk the progres9 ofthe nations spread 

over the face of the globe as it rolls beneath us.
“ In Ireland the system has been widely and very favoura­

bly received ; and from the liberality of its principle it has
(consist ° th ti'e ?pmmiwi0n «PPointcd by Parliament, 
(consisting ofthe Lord Pnmate, several Bishops and other
distinguished characters,) to be peculiarly adapted for that 
f°pUnr‘7 as keeping clear of all interference with the particu- 

rel,gious tenets of any, inducing the whole population to 
receive its benefits as one undivided body, under cm; and the 

aad 1,1 die same establishment.” By the last re- 
port Jofi schoolmasters had been trained, of whom lit were 
Homan Catholics and 212 Protestants, and the number in the 
Schools connected with the Society, 36,657.”
whi. hRA«CL~Am°1g thc ns*i0DS of the Continent of F.urope, 
who have been zealous in the introduction of the system 
trance occupies the first and most prominent station/ The 
..ttenbon of that nation was first drawn towards that system in
Sorietv IbrV °C!ety TaS formed under lhe title of “The
M My MajfinFy n8tjCti<Ln and b>the «distance of 
i l M. Martin and Froissavd, who had been trained at the
Borough head, the plan was first established in the Rue St. 

ean de Beau vois at Paris. In the following year the King bv 
his royal ordinance, dated the 25th February 1816 ...iL/

J tr Catholics and Protestants, and directed schools to be erect- 
ed in every canton throughout the Kingdom. Since that peri­
od, the operations ofthe Committee at Paris have been’Ton-
theC^wW,thtmUCh enKrgy ilnd zeaL The number of schools on 
the new system, in the year 1822, amounted to 1500 afford
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system have also been formed at Cadiz, Saragossa, Alcala, (in 
Andalusia) Seville, Granada, Zamora, Burgos, Valencia, Tor­
tola, Alcazar and Mexico.”

“ A grand central Military School for the whole Spanish Ar­
my, is on the point of being organized by Colonel Kearney.”

“ The system has also been introduced, by order of their re­
spective governments, in Italy, and Russia, where schools for 
the children of the soldiers have been established from Sibe­
ria to Odessa, in Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland, and 
the Netherlands ; likewise in India, where one of the great­
est obstacles in the way of moral improvement—the abso­
lute prohibition of female education among the natives is 
giving way. Miss Cooke, a lady from England, having devoted 
herself to the work, has within eleven months obtained chil­
dren to require fifteen schools for from 40 to 50 girls in each. 
In South America, Mr. Thompson has obtained decrees from 
the authorities in Buenos Ayres—in Chili—and in Peru, for 
the establishment of a Model School for training Masters in 
all the principal cities and towns. He has also got free per­
mission to print the Scripture Lessons. Thus having obtuin- 

i ed independence, they are making the best use of their pri­
vileges.”

In various other nations of the earth the system has been 
1 received, and education is spreading with accelerated rapidity.

The merchandize of knowledge is better than the
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mer­
chandize of silver, and the gain thereof than of fine gold. Of 
whatever else we impart to the needy, we dis|K>ssess our­
selves ; but in imparting knowledge, we enrich others, but 
cannot impoverish ourselves. On the contrary, we cannot but 
increase our talent in its use. Your Committee have felt it to 
be their duty, thus very briefly, to hint at that which cannot 
but afford the highest gratification to benevolent minds, but 
they are unwilling longer to detain yon from the intellectual 
repast, which you will no doubt enjoy from the eloquence 
of those Gentlemen—friends of humanity—who have kindly 
engiged to aid in the business of the present meeting.

Finally : your Committee beg leave to tender to your ac- 
I reptance, the report now read and to retire from their places 

with fervent gratitude to God for the measure of success 
which he has afforded to their humble efforts ; and with the 
most earnest desires, that you may be directed to the choice 

i‘ of a Committee, whose exertions shall be tenfold more efli- 
$ rient, and whose labours, under the divine blessing, shall ho 

crowned with the most abundant success.
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REPORT
OF THE

ÎLÀM3E3* (QmWimWL
for the Management of the British and Canadian School for 

Girlt.

IYour Committee feel no ordinary degree of interest in pre 
ting to you the first Report of the infant Institution which 

owes its existence to your liberality and exertions, and while 
they regret that its progress has not been commensurate with 
their wishes, they would not withhold the tribute of gratitude 
to that Being who rules over every event, that thus much has 
been accomplished.

Commenced on the 6th January last, not under the most 
favourable auspices, the improvement of this Institution has 
been accelerated with each revolving month, until it has gra­
dually acquired strength and firmness. The grand obstacle to 
I he execution of the design was overthrown by the first 
steps taken by your Committee who appointed two of their 
number to solicit the aid of the Public. In this errand of 
Charily they realized their most sanguine expectations, and 
it has enabled the Committee to act with a freedom which has 
imparted a thrill of vigour and decision to every effort Sub­
sequently many articles, the offerings of mercantile generosi­
ty have been received, which have been hi'hly serviceable. 
During the eight months that the Girls School has been in 
operation, 183 girls have been admitted—of these, some have 
been removed in consequence of non-compliance with the 
Rules, which your Committee have considered as inviolable, 
others have been put out to service, and many from the fa­
milies of Scotch and Irish Sefttlers, who have made this but 
a resting place, have left the City.

The constant influx of Emigrants, though it yields a tem­
porary increase to the Schools, keeps it in that fluctuating 
state which has a paralysing influence on its general progress, 
while its actual usefulness is not perhaps diminished ; and we 
may at some future day from distant parts of our Country, 
witness the fruits of that instruction which we feel to be at 
present detrimental to the Institution. The average number
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of Scholars hae been about 68, of whom 30 are Catholics ; 
many of these children have emerged from the very hiding 
places of ignorance, vice and wretchedness, where every mo­
ral virtue and every intellectual faculty had alike slumbered 
in darkness—their proficiency in order, industry, and moral 
conduct, has not been less conspicuous than in those branch­
es which are more expressly the object of their attainment. 
While your Committee have rejoiced in being able to render 
those destitute little beings so rich a boon, and have observed 
with increasing pleasure their improvement, they have looked 
too with much anxiety on their filthy, tattered garments, as the 
state of the funds did not authorise the appropriation of any 

art of them to the relief of corporeal wants. In this respect 
owever, they have not been left wholly destitute, and would 

gratefully acknowledge the assistance received from the Dor­
ais Society, who with the impulse of benevolence have 
wrought and thrown over these children, the garment1 of 
cleanliness and comfort.

120 prizes have been distributed, consisting of Combs, 
Handkerchiefs, Caps &c. which have had the intended effect 
of inspiring a deeper spirit of emulation, and provoking the 
mind of the indolent to exertion. From what has already been 
done, your Committee feel that there is strong ground lor en­
couragement in that department of the Institution, which has 
been committed to their management. 1 he superior utility 
of this system has been acknowledged wherever it has been 
adopted ; and it certainly holds no insignificant rank in the 
scale of modern improvements ; while it freely and almost 
gratuitously extends its benefit.,, it imparts instruction, with 
a rapidity and simplicity, which has hitherto been unequalled 
by any other metlxl. Who, that can look back a few years 
to the period when learning was to the lower class ol our 
race, like a locked granery in the land of famine, will not re­
joice in the invention of a Lancaster—a name which deserves 
lobe lisped by every child of ignorance and poverty—and 
next to that of the founder of Sunday Schools to claim his 
gratitude and veneration—the latter more particularly opened 
ïiie stores of moral knowledge—the former placed the key of 
mental culture in the hands of the simple, degraded and un­
lettered of our species. When we reflect how large a propor­
tion of the inhabitants of our globe is composed of this class, 
and the colouring which, from their numbers, they give to the 
morals of a country. When we dwell for a moment on the be­
nign or noxious influence which females are allowed to exert 
in every civilized society, their education assumes an intporl-
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His Ex’cy. the Earl of DALHOU- 

SIE, Governor in Chief,
His Excellency Sir PEREGRINE 

MAITLAND, York, U. C. 
Aird, late John, Esq.
Allen Mr. Andrew,
Andrews Dr.
Ansell Benjamin, Esq.

20 0
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1 10
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n
mice equal to that of those who are destined to act a more 
conspicuous part in this world’s theatre. When too we take 
into view the fund of resources which it costs, those who are 
surrounded with opulence and luxury, so little exertion to 
procure them, surely no heart can refuse to share with its 
less favoured fellow being the gift which Providence has be­
stowed ; not merely for the gratification of selfishness, but 
for the exercise of that diffusive charity, which liberally im­
parts to others. The little face besmeared with dirt, and 
whose bold expression indicates perfect insensibility to shame, 
may hide a gem, obscured by the rubbish of ignorance and 
vice, which is capable of receiving as bright a polish as ever 
adorned the human character. And is it not of some conse­
quence to rescue such from the intellectual and moral torpor 
which the want of education generally interposes, to enable 
them to read that volume whose precepts alone could save 
them from error, and make them virtuous and useful mem­
bers of society, by directing their thoughts to the high des­
tiny of an immortal being.

Incited by such powerful motives, even the dormant hand 
of sloth would raise itself, and make one energetic effort ; the 
most churlish and miserly would relax the grasp which so 
firmly presses the glittering gold ; while the heart of sensi­
bility and benevolence would exclaim in the wools of its own 
.favourite maxim. “ To do good and to communicate, forget 
not.”

SUBSCRIBERS & BENEFACTORS.
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Bee tt Joseph, Esq.
Ben y Mr. Walter, 
Berthelet Olivier, Esq. 
Bethune N. Esq.
Bigelow Mr. A.
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Blackwood Thomas, Esq. 
Blackwood Wm. Esq. 
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‘ Caldwell Mrs. Dr.
Cameron & M’Ewen Messrs. 
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Clarke Mrs. I. D.
Coit Mr. W. L.
Corse Mr. R.
Crossland Mr. F. 
Cuthbertson Mr. Jas.

Davies George, Esq.
Day I. H. Mr.
Dewitt Mr. Jno. D. 
Dickinson Mr. H.
Doucet N. B. Esq.
Douglas Mr. Jas.L
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Dowie K. Esq.

Ermatinger F. W. Esq. 
Ermatinger Miss,

Ferguson Arthur, Esq. 
Fessenden Mr. A.
Finchley Mr. S.
Fisher 
Fisher Jno. Esq.
Fisher Mr. Jas.
Fitzgerald Lt. Col.
Fitzgerald I. Esq. (of Niagara,) 
Fleming Jno. Esq.
Fleming Mr. Jas.
Forbes Mr. Win.
Forsyth Jno, Esq.
Freeland Mr. P.
Friend,
Froste R. Esq.
Frothingham Jno. Fsq. 
Frothingham Mr. J. M.

Garden G. Esq.
Gale S. Esq.
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Gerrard S. Esq.
Gibb Benaiah Esq.
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Gibb Mr. Jas. D.
Gibb Mr. G.
Gilbert Mr. H.
Glass Messrs. A. «St L,
Grant Honble. Chs.
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McKay Mr. T.
McKenzie Col. 60th. 
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Masson Jos. Esq. 
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