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REPORT
OF

THE DIRECTORS
OF THE

MONTREAL MINING COMPANY,
SUBMITTED AT THE

FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING,
20rn February, 1850.

The Directors of the Montreal Mining Company lay 
before the Fourth Annual Meeting of the Stockholders, the 
following Report of the Company’s affairs :

In reviewing the transactions of the past year, it is con
sidered unnecessary to relate again the unfortunate circum
stances brought under the consideration of the General 
Meeting held in June last, as those were fully detailed in 
the Report made by the Vice-President, on his return from 
the Mines, and which was laid before the meeting j 
would it be of any avail to dwell on the disappointment to 
which the circumstances referred to gave rise, entailing, as 
they did, not only the loss of the large sum of money 
expended in the erection of a building utterly unfit for the 
purposes for which it was intended, but protracting for 
another year the prospect of any returns from the Mines.
I he Directors cannot, however, dismiss the subject without 
remarking, that this is the second instance in which the 
Company has suffered severe loss and disappointment, from 
the employment of persons whose recommendations entitled 
the Directors to look for very different results.

No time was lost in taking steps to remedy Mr. Vivian’s 
mismanagement, and to ensure the housing of the machi
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nery, and, if practicable, to bring down a fair sample of fine 
copper before th* close of the navigation. Good progress 
was made during the succeeding two months, but in Sep
tember the cholera made its appearance, and with such 
fatal effect,in the first instance, as to spread dismay in the set
tlement. Some of the best mechanics and laborers left it, and 
for a time the buildings were nearly at a stand. Fortunately 
the epidemic spent its force in a couple of weeks, when fresh 
hands were brought from Toronto and Detroit, and the 
season proving favorable, the buildings were run up and 
covered in before the winter came on.

For more ample details of the improvements made at the 
• settlement during the season, and for the present state and 

prospects of the Mines, the Directors beg leave to refer to 
the Reports of Mr. Campbell, the Manager, and Mr. 
Palmer, the Mining Captain, printed herewith.
Reports are very full, and in the main highly satisfactory.

It will be seen that the further opening of the Mine confirm 
the opinion entertained of its richness and durability, and 
that, in the opinion of the Manager, an additional force 
may be, next season, employed in it with advantage, 
subject that will necessarily engage the early attention of 
the new Board of Directors,—that the Engine House is a 
most substantial building, well adapted for its purpose, and 
that the laborious task of fitting and setting up the engine 
and crusher has been successfully accomplished, and both 
found to work smoothly and satisfactorily,—that the smelt
ing works are well advanced, and the furnaces erected doing 
good work ; but the number agreed upon last spring, and 
required to keep pace with the Mine, cannot be completed 
before next summer. There will then be an abundant 
supply of brieks produced from the yard formed near the 
works, and this addition to the establishment will operate 
a saving, as well as a convenience in the future progress of 
business. It was intended to have had the vertical section
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of the Mine, referred to in the Reports, lithographed and 
circulated with them, but it would have added considerably 
to the expense, and could not be completed in time for the 
General Meeting.

Since these Reports were received, accounts of a week’s 
later date ho\ ' come to hand, advising an arrangement 
with Mr. Davies for smelting the ore at 30s. per ton—the 
Company supplying coal, iron, brick, &c., which will 
raise the price to about 85s. per ton. This is rather higher 
than the Directors had been led to expect, but under the 
circumstances, perhaps not excessive to begin with, and 
Mr. Davies admits that when the works are complete, the 
cost will be reduced to 80s. per ton., the rate assumed by 
Mr. Campbell in estimating the value of the stock of 
on the ground. The arrangement with Mr. Davies was to 
commence on the 1st instant, but no assurance is give» 
that it will extend beyond the term of his previous 
engagement with the Company. The accounts also 
tion that the crusher was then crushing at the rate of 
about ten tons of stuff per hour.

The operations of the Company during the past year 
have been again confined to the Bruce Mines, and for the 
present, the Directors do not recommend any farther out
lay for the I. ore full examination of the remainder of the 
Company’s property on Lake Huron, or that on Lake 
Superior. It would appear, however, that the attention of 
Mining capitalists in Lngland has been drawn to the 
latter region, and a more perfect exploration of the Com
pany’s interest in that quarter may become expedient at no 
distant day.

The Company is still without the Government Patent 
for the location on which they are making so large an 
expenditure, although the land was actually paid for 
under an assurance that the Patent should immediately 
issue, in the month of August, 1848; and the Directors
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8
regret to add that their last communication to the Commis
sioner of Crown Lands on the subject, made nearly two 
months ago, remains unacknowledged. In making this 
statement the Directors do not mean that it should imply 
any doubt in their mind of the eventual fulfilment of the 
pledge given by the Government in this matter ; but fur
ther delay in the issuing of the Patent may be attended 
with much inconvenience, and debar the Company from 
the exercise of an important privilege conceded to it by 
the Act of Incorporation. The occurrences at Mica Bay, on 
Lake Superior, will probably hasten the settlement to be 
made with the Indians, the only reason assigned by the 
Government for the delay by which the Company is 
aggrieved. i

The Annual Statement of Receipts and Disbursements 
for the year, closed on the 31st December, is subjoined, 
and to which the Stockholders are referred. In connection 
with this statement it becomes necessary to advert to the 
existing engagements of the Company, which the Direc
tors regret to say very considerably exceed the estimates 
made in June last. It was then supposed that calls to the 
extent of 8s. 3d. per share, would cover all the disburse
ments to be made to Ju..e next, including wages to March 
preceding. Of these calls 5s. 3d. per share has been paid 
up, and two of Is. 6d. each mature on the 26th instant, 
and the 28th March respectively, and will amount to £7,000, 
while the sum required to meet the demands to June, as 
shewn in a statement laid on the table, is £17,915 11s. 
10d., leaving an excess of £10,915 11s. lOd. to be provided
for.

This is unquestionably a very large excess, but it is satis
factory to knoxv that by far the largest portion of it is for sup
plies, which will eventually entail no loss on the undertaking, 
though it may be attended with present inconvenience.L
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On drawing Mr. Campbell’s attention to the subject, he 
writes as follows :

“ The real surplus in merchandize for the year, over the 
“ the estimate, is £9,869 16s., but this includes all supplies, 
“ as coals,lumber, bricks, and a variety of other items,which, 
“ for the sake of regularity in the accounts, are passed 
“ through that head. It consequently includes alargepor- 
“ tion of the excess of expenditure ever the estimate in any 
“ building or other work, such as the excess of cost of 
“ smelting works over Mr. Davies’ statement, amounting to 
“ £1)700, ot the Engine House and Jigging House, of the 
“ Mining operations, &c., &c., as wherever there is an 
“ excess of expenditure from ilie employment of a larger 
“ force, a larger stock of merchandize must be bought for 
“ their supply, as well as material to perform the work they 
11 arc engaged on. The heavy excess, however, lies in the 
“ enormous stock of goods on hand. Undoubtedly the 
“ supply requires to be large for a nine months’ supply of a 
“ population of 500 people.”

01 the excess the Directors have the option of postp 
ing the payment of £2,500 to the 1st June next, £3,063 to 
the 14th July, and £3000 to the 1st August following, re
ducing the amount to be met by the month of May to £2,352
lls.lOd. But the entire excess, as well as the supplies required
for next summer, has to be provided for, either by calls or 
by subtraction from the first returns to be received from the. 
Mines. With respect to the probable amount of these re
turns, and the period when they may become available, Mr. 
Campbell’s Report shows that the Mine has not been defi
cient, and that there is ore on the surface to make the quan
tity of fine copper assumed in the estimate laid before the 
Meeting in June last, but for the reasons which he assigns 
the quantity expected to be ready by the month of June 
will be considerably reduced.

The Directors beg to call the attention of the Share-
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holders to the statement which Mr. Campbell appends to 
his Report, showing the amount of the Company’s assets 
at the Mines, independent of the original cost of the loca
tion itself. There is yet a good deal to be done about the 
establishment, to make it what it should be for the safe and 
economical management of the business. Some further 
accommodation will also be required for the officers and 
men, bnt the further outlay for these purposes will be trifling 
compared with what has been already incurred ; and 
account will be now opened for the purpose of showing the 
income derived from rent under the last mentioned head.

The Directors have also to notice that the charges on the 
business of the year, though increased by two unexpected 
losses,.amounting together to £^04 Is. lid., and otherwise 
larger than they arc likely to be another season, are nearly 
covered by the gain on the business at the Mines.

During the past season 49 schooners, the tonnage of 
which must have exceeded 7,000 tons, discharged cargo at 
the Bruce Mines, the American steamers also called there 
frequently to land passengers and freight, and the “ Gore ” 
touched nearly 50 times for the same purpose. At present 
this trade has to be reported at Sault Stc. Marie, a distance 
of more than 30 miles, and the public as wrell as the Com
pany would be accommodated if the settlement were made 
a Port of Entry. A representation has been made to the 
Government on the subject, but to which no answer has 
yet been received.

The trade of the place is further much inconvenienced by 
the wrant of circulating medium, and notice has been given 
of the intention of the Company to apply to Parliament for 
authority to issue its own notes in settlement of its trans
actions at the mines.

No appropriation of the Reserved Stock having been 
made during the year, the amount remains the same as per 
last Report—11,900 Consolidated Shares.

an

■

as

1A



The Board, in justice to the Vice-President, cannot omit 
to notice the important service lie has rendered to the 
Company during the past year. Mr. Perrier has not only 
made two journeys to Baltimore, on business connected 
with the Smelting Department, but, at no inconsiderable 
inconvenience to his own affairs, twice visited the Bruce 
Mines, where his practical information and valuable sugges
tions have essentially aided Mr. Campbell in the construc
tion of the building, and the erection of the machinery 
in successful operation there.

The vacancy caused -at the Board by the resignation of 
Mr. Meredith, soon after the last Annual Meeting, was 
tilled by Mr. Davidson, who was again elected by the Stock
holders in June last ; but as doubts exist as to the regularity 
of the latter election, and the By-Law on the subject is 
ambiguous, Mr. Davidson will again vacate his seat along 
with Messrs. Morin, Macpherson and Moffatt, who retire 
in terms of the Act of Incorporation. It will therefore be 
necessary that the Shareholders should elect four qualified 
persons from the list on the table to fill up these vacancies, 
the retiring members being eligible for re-election.

In order to prevent future inconvenience gi owing out of 
the ambiguity in the By-Law referred to, the Directors 
have, by a Resolution of the Board, repealed it and substi
tuted another in its place, which, in terms of the Act of 
Incorporation, they now submit for the confirmation of the 
Stockholders.

now

(Signed,) G. MOFFATT, .
President,

H. D. COCKpURN,
Secretary,

Montreal, 14th February, 1850.
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klR,—In accordance with yo«r request, I lay before you my 
Report on the Bruce Mines, in the first place giving an abstract 
of the appearances and the produce of the several Bargains 
worked within and during the last four mon at

h statement of the other mining operations performed in the 
same period ; and as a reference to both, I beg also to lay before 
you a copy of the vertical section of the working plan.

No. 2 East.—Running 12 fathoms east from Trial Shaft, 
working of this bargain was suspended in September, there

eing at that time, already at the surface, more ore than we had 
the proper means of making merchantable. The Slope is 9 fret 
below the surface, where the lode is 4 feet 6 inches wide, and 
will produce about 4 tons of ore per fathom;* 40 feet deeper the 
Bode is 7 feet wide, and will produce from 5| 
fathom, of ore yielding 20 per cent, of fine copper.

No. 2 West.—Running 9£ fathoms west from Trial Shaft 
Lode 3 feet wide ; Slope 14 feet below the surface ; produce 
during September, 1 ton 18 cwt. per fathom. October to November 
drd 1 ton 12 cwt., and 2 tons 15 cwt. per fathom, and improving 
in depth. In November the men were put to secure the open 
cutting, and afterwards to get Trial Shaft into working order.
Ihe Slope was therefore suspended and has not since been 
worked.

The

to 6 tons per

No. 3 EAST.-Situated 21 fathoms N. E. from Trial Shaft, 
a "branch of the main Lode, which “ takes horse”and worked on

Bruce Mines, 8th January, 1850.
Io Arch. II. Campbell, Esq.,

Manager, Bruce Mines.

tons arfuf 20^'°f ^ bar6ain8’ &c’ is understood that the

J
REPORT BY W. W. PALMER,

MINING CAPTAIN, BRUCE MINES.

!
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at Davis’ Shaft ; producing during September, 2f tons per 
fathom, in October, 2£ tons, and during November and December, 
2} tons per fathom. The Slope,is 50 feet 6 inches long, and worked 
to 7 fathoms below the surface, where the average breadth of the 
Lode is 2\ feet, shewing two well defined walls dipping south, 
or towards Trial Shaft, about four inches in a fathom.

No. 3 West.—A continuation of 65 feet west from the last 
bargain, worked 30 feet below the surface. During September, 
produced 1£ tons per fathom, in October I ton 12cwt.; and in 
November 1$ tons per fathom, 
bargain for five fathoms will not

The eastern part of this 
at present pay cost ; the Lode 

throughout has been unsettled, but it is likely when we reach a 
greater depth, it will produce about the same quantity of ore 
as in No. 3 East, as the ore in that bargain dips west.

No; 4> '"eluding No. 23.—Running 12 fathoms east from 
Davis’ shaft ; worked on the main Lode to the depth of 5 
fathoms from the surface, where the averagebreadth of the Lode 
is 3 feet 4 inches; produced in September and October, 2 tons 
and 2f tons per fathom, and during November and December, 2-i 
tons of ore per fathom.

No. 5 East.—Running 17 fathoms west from Davis’ Shaft, 
i s ü fathoms below the surface, where the average breadth of the 
Lode is 2 feet 11 inches ; produced during September, 33 cwt. 
per fathom, in October, I f tons, November and December, 2f tons 
per fathom. In the eastern part of this bargain the Lode throws 
off a branch from the north side, and at about the centre 
“cross course” traverses the Lode. The ore is of better quality 
as we approach it from the east, but immediately on the west 
of the cross course the Lode presents its usual

a

appearance.
No. 5 West.—A continuation of 13 fathoms west from the 

last bargain. Stope 3 fathoms deep. Lode 3£ feet wide • 
produced in September, 2 tons. October, 2T’ff tons and during 
November and December, 2f tons per fathom. From the 
north side of this bargain, several branches 
which impoverish the Lode, but those branches, and , 
thrown off from No. 5 East, together with another

are thrown off 
the one

. , , which
springs from the west end of Davis’ Shaft, unite in the two
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bargains next mentioned, and form a large portion of the Lode 

which they are worked.
No. 6.—Situated 3£ fathoms north of, running nearly parallel 

with, and dipping toward; No. 5 East. Length 46 feet ; Lode 
2 feet 4 inches wide ; Stope 33 feet below the surface ; produced 
in September, 21 tons per fathom; in October, 1 ton 18 cwt., and 
during November and December, 2{ tons per fathom. The 

course, which passes through No. 5 East, also traverses
this bargain without materially changing the character of the 
Lode.

No i .—A continuation of 52 feet west from the last bargain, 
and worked to about the same depth ; produced during 
September, 2\ tons, and in October, 2 tons per fathom.

were then put to sink Prideaux Shaft, by which the 
bargain is bounded on the west. I cannot give the width of 
the Lode, as a large portion of it is still standing on the south 
wall. In taking down 2 fathoms of the west end of the Stope 
with Prideaux Shaft, we had both walls, the Lode measuring 
4£ feet, and is worth 3£ tons of ore per fathom.

Ihe bargains next to be described are No. 26, No. 10 East 
and "West, and the Winze. These are working on the North 
Lode, which underlies north, keeping nearly the same course 
going east, and about 17 fathoms distant from the Lode on 
which the two bargains last described are worked.

No. 26.—In the back of the 10 fathom level, east of Harris’ 
Shaft. For some time in September, the Lode was small and 
poor, but by the end of the month measured 3 feet in breadth, 
and produced 2} tons per fathom ; in October, 2\ tons, and 
during November and December, 3 tons per fathom. Work 
suspended last month as the men were required to assist in 
sinking Prideaux Shaft.

No. 10 East, Produced during September and October, 
2* tons per fathom—part of the bargain having then been 
excavated to the back of the 10 fathom level, over the Winze, 
the men were put to rear up a whim shaft through the Stope,’ 
and to put in stulls, &c., to secure the open excavation.

on

cross

The
men

x
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No. 10 West.—Produced during September and October, 
tons of ore per fathom, and the bargain was then suspended 

It can now be worked with Np. 10 East, and the stuff broken in 
both Stopes, taken to the whim shaft already mentioned 
thence hauled to the surface by horse power.

The Winze, or sink in the bottom of the 10 fathom level, 
west of Harris’ Shaft, is now at the depth of 18 fathoms 2 feet 
rom the surface. The Lode in the eastern end lias been 

good from the 10 fathom level to the bottom ; the 
has not been

and

west end
so productive. From the bottom, 10 feet 

and 10 feet west have been driven; the Lode, 
end, is 4 feet wide, showing two good walls and producing 
4 tons of ore per fathom. The end driving west was at first 
very poor and the Lode disordered. After driving 3 feet it 
improved considerably, but still has a great deal of trap mixed 
with it. T^iic Winze will now 'be sunk five fathoms long to 
the -5 fathom level. A whim kibble way and a ladder road 
from the surface direct to the bottom of the Winze, 
made—-the one for more

east 
in the east

are being
economically raising the ore when 

broken, and the other for conveniently going into and 
out of this part of the mine.

1'he following bargains

coming

a section of the main Lode, 
traced ip8 fathoms on its cpurse, which is about 
the last.

are on
west from

No. 11 (including 12).—Situated about 35 fathoms N. W 
from Prideaux Shaft. Stoped to 34 feet below the surface- 
ength 16 fathoms, and produced in September and October, 

tons 13 cwt. per fathom, and during November and December, 
2 tons 2 cwt. per fathom. A Hrge quantity of iron pyrites has 
been found in this bargain during the past month, but it 
appears to be gradually giving place to the copper pyrites. 
The Lode is 2 feet 9 inches wide.

No. 13.—This bargain, when suspended in September last, 
was worth about 50 cwt. per fathom. Length 9 fathoms, 
bounded on the west by the Engine Shaft.

Nos. 14 'and 15—A considerable portion of the Lode in 
th.s bargain was lea standing ; some of it has been taken

Ï
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through the overburthen, and the Lode cut at the depth of 12
Ïylw "g 4 fee‘ ktWCe” '"= *" "«"=■ - Hob

*1“ T 17—Commencing about 30 fathoui, «est of 
the west end of No. 15, and bounded on the west by Perrier’s
feef b7l SÂ 10i Inthoms. Lode, 5J feet wide, worked to 34
and N f ‘“T‘ Pr”duce'1 du™e September, October 
«nd November 2t tons, and in December, 3J tons per

Nos. 18 and 19—Eunning west from Perrier's Shaft 13 
fathoms. The working of the western part of this bargain 
wa, resumed in October s at «ret it was poor, but before
wlîToi . °T h Pr0duccd abou‘ '1 tons, and is now 
worth 2\ tons per fathom.

NJ°Ur °Vhe ea8tern Part of the bargain is worthless. Nothing had been done here for several months, but its working
was resumed on the 22nd of December, in anticipation of an 
mprovement, and also to make way to bring the stuff broken 

m he bargains lying to the west of it to Ferrier’s Shaft, to 
be hauled by horse power.
I fT, T/,"'1 21'—A c°nt'nuation of the workings west- 
length 11 fathoms ; Slope 5J fathoms from surface. Lode 31 
leet wide; produced during September and October, 2 tons ‘
Tl! T f ■ D”mber' 2 11 cwt. per fathom.

Shift imn T o “ 0c,ober in ordCT to get Meredith’. Shaft tnto working order. It was then worth about 1 ton per

This concludes the bargains worked 
of the location.

The produce of the ground already broken, together

luJTal FTCtS °f the mine- m&king the Lertaking 1 gethcr b(T°nd a speculation, a considerable sum of money

ore.

11

on the eastern section

with



above the cost of breaking ground, has been expended in

I he following I, a «tatement of the other mining operation, 
latrlormed commencing at Meredith', Shaft and going 

Merediths Shaft, when suspended last spring,! demi, of 72 

lee had been attained, on resuming opeZ,*„ ££ ”
« found necessary to tnske it larger, enable whim kibto to

the st’uff f „m - ° ri 10 8ave th= hbor of wheeling

the Shfft t A r0Ught t0 the 8urface- In cutting downi0Wn ti!h tW°r *T the WC3t end of N°- 22 were taken 
J . n lo feet, the Lode increased in size to 4 feet and

St l r 0f « P? fothom. m the west Ind of
the Shaft the Lode is good from top to bottom, and when 
reach a depth of 15 fathoms, we shall be able to prove the Lode 
under the swamp, by driving a level west.

he «hi. Zth” proper wo,ki”s OTder- *"d win

Perrier’s Shaft has also been made a Whim Shaft. From the 
bottom a 15 fathom level is being driven east, to meet another

rtat itj, valuable, if Wet teZHaTZMotZ

"l e' |l’et,'ee"-««s, and prodneing from 4 44 ton!
per lathom, of fine yellow ore. 2

The Engine Shaft, sunk between Slopes Nos. 13 and 14 has

“Z ,T T Würki”g C0Ddi,i»"’ and the bottom ott"the 25 fefh T '1 Which '«"S'h * will be sunk .!
the 25 fathom level. It is „„„ I4 f,,homs Mow . *'«
and a bargain to sink it 10 fathoms deeper has been set , ^ 
nten, which wiU take them about 4

favorable for sinking, hut the Lode is ptr o„k 71 n 
portion of it worth saving. There is * ï a 1
early improvement.

east.

we

is

every indication of an
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s r:“ïi\reL?ch: r°w ^ . 7 *«October. The *£ '"V

scarcely pay cost. 6 J° c 18 disordered and
Trial Shaft is 49 feet 

*s / feet wide, producing frôro
East). We haw nePn,mro *7 v lu,,a Per ratb°m, (see No. 2
in lli- Shaft ineo'w„,k™rolr!Lmi'!nd °'lDcC™ber-
r."H of ,b« We left standing Ust year A t 8

“ r ri’r ; “
H"ris’ Sb?ft "i“ *aw ,he stuff from the Wile. ™ "

tv s, A arrangements made we shall be able to sink oil 
he Shafts to the 25 fathom level, when galleries wil J Ï

•he shaft^'Vtt™;;:::,”;^1'6 moat cen,rai °f

At present there is

tons
will

deep. The Lode in the bottom

With the

ven

ore

no water in the mine, to cause inconvenience, nor is there prospect of much.

i OKE DRESSING.
In this department we have made satisfactory 

iarge portion of the piles of , . . progress ; a

Prepared for the crusher, wWcl, *£££% ^ 
about equivalent to 2,050 tons of ore of 20 per cent ! ,

:^j'zzffaa r,d be’hM *-£+ 0°^:»."ggmg machines, we have sent, since 17th December
remaining.*0 * ^ ™

The total quantity of ore at grass is 
3,500 tons.

out

tons

calculated to be about

S
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“ 18 and 19 
« 20 and 21.«

« “ 5 East. 
“ 5 West 
“ 6...............

«

«

Sinking Trial Shaft
« Prideaux Shaft 

Engine Shaft... 
Meredith Shaft

«
K

In the Winze............................................
Driving East, 15 fathoms level from Ferrier Shaft 
Stopeing in No. 3 East...............

ii
“ 3 West 
“ 4........
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In conclusion I beg to give the present distribution 

Miners. of the
I

t

X

WALTER WM. PALMER.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

Total 85 men.
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Office of Montreal Mining Company, 

Buuce Mines, 15th Janu
FFATT,

President, Montreal Mining Co

An""“' °™""' Meeting of

different Lend, ^ ^ 9ha" '*> “P under their

ary, 1850.10 the Honorable George Mo

18T.—MINING OPERATIONS.

has tended to show that the Bruce M'" “lle Jurmg thepastjrear
'«ing, „„d that the sJ^ZlZZr ^ ** b“

all their outlay ; and as the time draws near wheTr ^
be confidently counted on it i« ,, ’ . returns may
these returns will not only be l i encoura8ing to find that
continue increasing frl™ ^
to open the mine for th f ’ f proPer meai13 «re taken 
miners than c"I “ '"*» "““her of

Ruport ca-'-“

a vertical section of that paît ofth • o£Un’ together with 
urenow confined, and I shall marel/mTn^^”-

II
the whole.

keep in view, tha/at thëtaTt 'cnd'of‘’the'm^neThlre<,U!r,J

r ? °r *w°- —;to the south of No. 3 east and L t ^ ^ 80me fathoms 
- Mr. Logan’s print^^"^ « * reference

applies to the position of No. .5, a„d Nos 6 '7 JT """h 
vertical section, the northern branches -,rc col i*' *“
-he sooth and are supposed to he seen ^

on

. Again
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,tpZftMilia 01,14 isbehi"dNos-

the other, and the

, 6, 7 and 8. If
north lode be therefore placed exactly behind

upper part raised to an an»le <>f «ts<>

•men through the mine, on reaching a depth of 25 f.,ti
from,he etr; »•”« « »« gmLdttlpfLdt;:;
excavations nbeady mJe °„„d u pl“'’'olored 6re=” the
of stopes already opened by the shaftl aTd rady'to worked 

out as soon as desirable, as well as worked
the 25 fathom level.

-

that level.

what lies between that

opened by the M fathom
f coarse be estimated, as the vein there takes 

through a swamp, and it, surface has

• «■« - a.rgr “ Lh::r;drd'as ,he -
the ground is very unsettled ; but if the lode 
it now holds out in the shaft 

st productive parts of the mine, 
surface exposed by working 
of which

and
will be 

» cannot
course 

never been uncovered ;

on the surface, 
answers the hopes 

and stopes, this will be one of the
At present the quantity of 

amount, to 209 fa,i10ms (5

502 to„,, ,4 JT, tir T P'rn> yiell,ine a Pr°*>e„ of in one ftthol i„ dL ri" '7“* °'“« «W, 

12 lbs. per fathom Part of , - ^ °f 2 tons’ 8 cwt‘ 0 qr.

xr.^r r

surface, an addltiol^ô ^

mo

are

ore

I

9
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xpectmg that in the more settled ground which will thp„ 1 

reached, the lodes will also partake of 
and yield a ..e.a7.„a,gu,rsuppl7;r‘i“r;;

ZlllSTkng,h of """"ine'eaeU,m c“"°™ «ta

. ::r
stderable increase may be made ,„ ,he force employed and 
I liope before ,winter to see ISO or 190 miners under ground 

It is calculated that by June, 1851, the level marked u to be 
! "ven 1'15 fathoms depth will be finished, and by June follow 
mg the 2„ fathom level will be driven from one end of the mine
to 42 foiho V WhiCh‘ime ,he 9hafts «'»' k at depths from 35 
to 42 fathoms, and the 35 fathom level partly driven We

shall then probably be able to employ about doo „» la II
mme. When the deep level is through, the whole of the stuff
broken the slopes will be brought to one shaft, whence it

' ° 1C“r.rle< ,0 a <lre,,in8 floor, the wall rock separated from
me, and the latter prepared for the crusher. This will 
considerable expense, and will concentrate the whole ore inr:izzerk™crapioyod in uye of the dresser, instead of as at present being scattered 
«long the whole course of the lode.

During the last three or four months a large number of the 
miners have been engaged in enlarging the shafts, puttir • 
m stuHs fmbermg, and other work than raising ore, but it is 

culated that there is now at the surface in this the eastern 
section of the mine, sufficient ore to yield upwards of 3,300 
tons of a percentage of one-fifth or 20 per cent of fine copper 
I o this has to be added about 200 tons consisting of the piles at 

offutts shaft, the western lodes, and a small parcel on the 
mrf, making a total of about 3,500 tons, about two-thirds of

What the n°\ready f°r the Crusher and Jibing machines.
^ hat the exact expense of dressing will be it is impossible

save
one

k
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accurately to ascertain, until the crusher has been some time at

Ih0p“ wc sh“" be «b|e (with the exception of work- 
g the engine) to set the whole dressing by the ton rn

meantime it is put down in the estimate at a rate which it is 
believed, will considerably exceed the real 

'Ihe system of working the mine has _ 
been assimilated to that pursued in Cornwall 
ore now at the surface has been cleared away, it would be well 
o carry it out still further, and work the mine upon tribute 

<Husg.vmg the miner an interest in the welfare of the mine 
and an object in working to the best advantage. The erection 
of smelting works, on the spot, has done away with 
difficulty in carrying this into effect.

cost.
as far us practicable 

and as soon as the

one great

At the west end of the location the bargains have not been 
worked for some months. Wi|h one exception they arc poor 
at present, and I think should be left, until the sinking of 
or two shafts has proved the ground, which can be undertaken 
at some future period. The country is very unsettled on the 
M.rfaee, but there is a large quantity of rich ore in many parts 
of the lode, and probably at a greater depth the veins will he 
found more concentrated and regular in their character,

1 be total cost for mining operations for the past year has 
been £11,014 J5s. 8d. including a sum of £1,177 2s. lOd. for
dressing ore for the smelting house and preparing for the
crusher, and £17 1 Os. for a laboratory. °

2ND.—ENGINE

one

and engine house. 
It is unnecessary for me to recur to the disastro 

attempt made last winter to us result of the

71 “■» Mowed, e2^™:;tL^,,“dplLh:
« heavy expense incurred this year in building the preset 
umsc, and the delay in making returns, from the impossibility

tn77,m°r°,m Z hand <eKept «* » ruinous expense), than could be reduced on the spot, and was necessary to keep
the smelling furnaces m work prior to the crusher being rend.
The necessity oremoving the engine to a more suitable build.
mg was decided by the visit of the Vice President to the Mines
m June last, and n new site was determined on, where a suffleient

III
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EErF^"1 - ^ -, ".<l y ' aye<1, and t,ie expense increased by the preva
lance of cholera, which for a short time was very severe and in 
consequence of which most of the masons left the place The 
extremely open weather which marked the fall, however, permit
ted the completion of the work. The building is entirely of 
stone, and is bu.lt m the most substantial manner, the loading 
»ung composed of immense masses of greenstone weiVl.ln ? 

smile of them, nearly three tons. The dimensions of theLJo 
are a, f„|]„„.s Bo,1er House 53X25 j Engine House 50X23 • 
Crushing and J.ggmg H„„,e 66X31. These are the out’ 

measurements. The Engine House is 43 feet, and the 
stalk o4 feet m height. The expense attendant on the erection 
•if these houses and the machinery I,a, been consiST 

«mounting, at 15th nil., £2,9,9 18s, 9a,,:::;z orj”iimg,im!7™’in "m iaiier ^ ,,r0,h« «««", at

zzzz." •“
I believe, however, that you have now got one of the best 

pointed steam engines in North America, and one that will
enginTtol ^ “ ft is *» « «earn

The machinery for washing the ore . 
but preparation is being made for it, 

tlian sufficient supply 
present machines for the fu

now

side

ap-

has not yet been attached, 
and in the meantime a 

be dressed by the crusher and 
maces.

more can
our

3rd.—SMF.!.Tmr> WORK®. 

In this department the work laid 
not been completed, and it will 
summer to erect all the furnaces

out for the summer has 
require a good part of 
necessary to keep pace with

next

4

/

■%
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the mme. The smelting house already built consists of a stone 
building of about 100 feet in length, and 36 feet in breadth, and 
is calculated to contain four furnaces, three for the ore in it. 
different stages, and one for refining. As yet there have been 
put up only two of these furnaces, but the refining furnace will 
be completed during the winter, in time to refine all the Blister 
Copper made prior to the opening of the navigation. Next 
spring the other ore furnace will be built, and the house enlarged 
to contain three more, which will be put up during the summer. 
I hese it is calculated will be sufficient for the present. In the 

course of two or three years, however, I hope that a much larger 
number will be required. A large furnace in a separate build- 
mg has also been put up for calcining the ore. All the fur
naces appear to do their work well, and to the satisfaction of 
-Mr. Davies, the head smelter, ,11e also speaks very highly of 
the quality of the copper, and states that when refined, ït will 
equn the best in the market. Owing to the late period at 
winch the calciner was finished, and other causes, it will be im
possible to get the third ore furnace built this winter, and 
suquently the quantity of copper ready for market in June 
be materially decreased ; but until the furnaces have 
work some time, it is difficult 
what we shall have.

con-
will

been at
to make a correct estimate of

I he cost of the smelting works entered in the accounts 
amounts to £3,463 13s. and includes the castings for the re
mainder of the furnaces, and n large stock of fire bricks 
as the coal wharf, railways, and expense of levelling the coal 
bed which was considerable. With the exception of two tons
° . 16 C°pper ma,le m summer, there was no ore smelted 
prior to the loth of December, owing to the calciner not being 
•eady, but since it has been going, all the furnaces have been 
regularly at work, the calciner extracting the sulphur, No. 2 
furnace melting the ore, and No. 1 roasting and making 
copper. ,We have now about twelve tons of the latter ready 
to be refined, besides a stock of calcined ore, coarse and white 
meta , with some regulus. Mr. Davies speaks confidently of 
the short time required to bring this ore into metal after the 
-rst melting, and the low cost of the process. But whatever the

as well

J
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' may turn out to be, I believe 
beneficial to the Company if the whole 
by contract, at so much 
which the

that it would be 
of the

more
ore were smelted

i3.ob=br^r4t:rr,i',e,i,“dardb

Close calcuhli„r„T!r“,,>re'Un,,0”ke 

furnaces having been in 
Davies is

ore
It would be

any attempt at a 
expense of smelting the ore here, the 

operation so short a time ; but if ]\f,.
.1, r™-

“ sr-c “r-Dl*
difficulty on that score.

were well 
ery easily, and there will I think beno

4tu.—LOCATION. 
Owing to the large number of 

it became ■St™

houses in a block confirm. OCK8» 01
1,1

se\ eral old ones removed from tliei 
to make room

ou ses. 
two

built, and
for the on • . r Previ°us l,osition. in order

Until 1st M„y „J foJT . '“USe’. &C" at » »<' «.52 9s.

which the income from them t arC " free> after
will amount nearl/ £300

and oven, stable for nine horses, 
and scow, have also be 
table church, and 
overseer has 
much in want.

case
new bake house 

slaughter house, boat house 
en built, along with a small but comfor-

al»» be: IZl'X

f

y
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of dismantling it, and removing the pieces to the new building. 
1 he whole cost of the second erection is included 
head engine and engine house; already noticed.

A survey of the location was made last summer, and lines 
run up the centre and sides, with three cross lines at equal 
distances, and right angles to the main line, but as the Keport 
is before you I need not farther notiee it.

5tH.—BRICK YARD.

under the

;Owing to the large number of bricks necessary for the erection 
of the smelting works, and the high rate of freight from the St. 
Clair, it was deemed advisable to send up one of Adam’s Patent 
Brick Machines, and a spot adapted for it was accordingly 
chosen, cleared and levelled. The brick yard is about a quarter 
of an acre in extent, and is calculated to dry about a hundred 
thousand bricks at

4

one time. An excellent bed of clay, five 
feet thick, and abundance of sand, are on the spot, which is close 
to the water, and the brick maker promises a first rate brick. 
Owing to the clay used last summer net having been exposed 
to frost, it was very stiff and difficult to work, and the quantity 
of brick made was consequently small. A large supply of 
clay has now been got out for next summers make, probably 
far from one half of what will be required. The remainder 
will begot out during the winter, and being frozen, will lose all 
the stiffness which was so detrimental last

lhe balance of £281 5s. 9d. against the account, and which 
includes the cost of getting out the clay for spring, will I 
expect be more than wiped off this year, and a fair profit 
this special branch realized.

not

summer.

upon

6th.—THE STORE.

This department, I happy to say, has more than realised 
my expectations. The amount of sales during the past twelve 
months have amounted to £10,204 14s. 7d., and the profit 
carried to credit of head office to £2,440 4s. 4d., from which, 
however, have to be deducted in estimating the real amount, 
£211 6s. 4d. for wages, &c., connected with it, and £95 12s. 6d! 
lor rent and insurance. The

am

amount of profit for the past 
year would have been £390 16s. lid. more, had it not been

V
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the profit of last year, £153 6s. lid., balance of 
paid in Montreal, and not advised prior to the 
forwarded.

om
an account 

accounts being

Provisions, Pork, Beef, Flour, Hams, fcc.,.........
Iron, Steel, Powder, Fuze, Humber, &c.............
Coals, 4427^ tone,........ .......................
Dry Goods, Groceries, Hardware, he.,.............

and

£1,751 1 11
2,223 11
3,830 1 
5,505

total property connected with Stock........

7 TH.—POPULATION.
A Cenm, of the population taken nt 15th December, amounted 

to 492 souls, „z : 279 men, 64 Women, and 149 Boy, and 
G,r6, of whom 274 men and 15 Boy, were in the service of
:ne,he77^e:hese’11 men “d ' **—

Since the cholera left the mines, the health of the place ha, 
been excellent, and I trust that there will be no recurrence of 
he complaint next year. For the instruction of the youth a 

day school ha, been opened, a, well a, an evening one for those 
of maturer year,. A Sunday school ha, aim been opened for 
religion, instruction. Divine service is performed 
Sunday, morning and evening, in the church.

£14,318 19 7

every

8th.—PROPERTY.
I have made up with great care a statement of the assets of 

the Company, at the Mines. The account has been made up 
with a view to ascertain as nearly as possible the actual value 
of the Plant, and I am satisfied that the amount does not exceed 
the reality. The debts here, including wages to 15th

£

Value of Goods at Cost and Charges, or at Value
if bad Stock.....

Book debts, all good, £13,310 5 5 
1008 14 2
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December, amount to £2,387 2d. ,„d the .ssel. (without

'«b,e, „wmg \;:::^rrz «“Æ
argo quantity of ore ground, and proving that a steady supply
Thence t Trrg’ and con8e<luentl7 6teady returns. 
Pp f ® nt Wh,ch fine c°PPer is stated from Mr. Davies

1 ' Whp° quotes the Price as 21 cents per pound. I have
no means of rectifying the statement, but, if there is 
it can easily be rectified. He informs
ar.tl Cuba Smclting Company used to get 211 to 22 cents per 
pound for their copper, and that the .Bruce Mines copper 
be equal, if not superior to their best.

In conclusion I have much pleasure in commending the 
displayed by the Officers of * “
' ocations, and also the quiet 
generally.

\

any error, 
me that the Baltimore

i Will

zeal
in their several 
nduct of the men

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient. servant,
AKCH. H. CAMPBELL, 

Manager.
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33
Statement of Debts and Assets at the

DEBTS.
Bruce Mines, 15th Dec., 1849.

.....  £1,541
Balance due to Servants, per Ledger 
Sundry Invoices, Duties, &c........

846
------£2,387 11 2

„ _ ASSETS.
Store, Warehouse, Coal, kc.~

Stock of Goods and Materials in Store, 
Coal, and Book debts...................... ’

Duties not charged, but included in 
debts......... ..............

Location—

£14,318 19 7

67 18 9
£14,386 IS 4

MiNE6-alUC °f DWel'ing h0USeS, St0rcs an<1 Materials in use.

Value of Tools and Material in use, Floors
nery for dressing Ore..................

Pb amino Account —

=«-. sieigh,,

Value of Brick Machine, Yard,
House and Stock of Clay........ '

Engine and Engine House—

Smelting Works—
Value of Furnaces, Smelting House,

Castings, Tools, &c..„

3,690 i i

and Machi-
1,000 18 11

154 11

Materials, Hakes,

329 5 9

7,90“ 12 y

Fire-brick,
3,463 13 vOre—

Value of 700 tons fine Copper, less 
freight and 5
cts. per lb.....

Deduct, cost of dressing 
*600 tons Ore to
20 per cent.........

Loss already paid for 
cleaning...........

per cent duty <s> ig£
£76,508 5 0

£4,250 O 0

1,177 2 10

3,072 17 2
Smelting 3,500 tons & 

£4 per ton................... 14,000 0 0
17,072 17 2

Cash- 59,435 7 10
Cash on hand, per accounts

116 o 2

£90,484 9 1

À
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