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THE GATE OF THE KLONDHvE.
BY A. A. HILL.

Tin-; ALASKAN lllSTUICT TlinOUOIl Vi'IIlCII I'ASS Tlli; ONLY AVAIU\UI,K TUAILS TO Till: IMCIIF.S

OK TIIK YlMvON MIXKS—ITH UKMAltKAHLK SCKNKKY, IIS TOLITICAL AND COMMKUflAL

IMrOKTAXCi:, AND THE DISrUTi; AS TO ITS TUKATY BOUXDAItlKS,

SEEN from the deck of an ocean

steamer, the southeastern coast of

Alaska, at the head of Lynn Canal, puts

a damper upon the enthusiasm of the

average gold seekin-. !Many a man who
started from Seattle full of hope and
courage has turned hack without even
leaving the steamer which took him up
there, while still more
have become infirm of

purpose as soon as they

struck the forbidding

mountain ramjiart that

looms up a few miles

from the shore.

Among the passen-

gers on our steamer

was a man from the

Pacific Coast. He was
a giant in stature, in

the prime of life, and a

fine specimen of physical

manhood. During the

voyage up he had been

somewhat garrulous as

to the plans he intended

to pursue to wrest the

yellow metal from the

frozen ground when he

reached the gold fi'lds

of the Yukon. He had
also expressed his opin-

ion freely as to the

lack of judgment shown
by so many in attempt-

ing to reach a country

where only the uw^t
robust could hope to be

successful.
" According to all ac-

counts," saiil he, as he

strode the deck one day,

head thrown back and
chest extended, " the

Klondike is no place for

a tenderfoot. A man
ntjbds plenty of bone

and muscle as well as grit to get along

there."

The morning of our arrival was a

dismal one. The harbor is well protected

by the surrounding hills, yet it was bitter

cold, the wind blew a hurricane, and for

more than four hours we were unable to

make fast to the rude jjier that run.;

AT Tin; INTKKXATIOXAL llorM>AKY LINK— Till; I'MOS JAiU ASH Tlli

ST\KS AMI STIIII-KS AT THE WHITE PASS SUMMIT, WITH A DETACH-

MKNT or THE CANADIAN XonTHWKST MOt'NTED POLICE.

Pacific N. W. History ^^vit,

PPOV! NCI A l..' •' R A; Y
VlGTOrtiA, D. C
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down from the town of Skagway. In the

shadows of the dawn, the scene was re-

pellent and gloomy in ihe extreme. Our
friend, the giant Argonaut, came out upon

the deck attired in furs, so that nothing

could be seen of his face save his eyes

peering through the holes in his hood.

He had lost his measured stride and his

imposing mien.

matter of fact mind to account for its

topography and climate except to assume
that when the Omnipotent Architect and
Builder had finished His superb work of

world creation. He had a few odds and
ends left- sundry mountains of assorted

sizes, a collection of islands, some cata-

racts and glaciers, an a.ssoriment of

boulders, large and small, and fragments

8CENERV OK THK WHITE PASS KOI TE, FKOM IHE USE OF THE WHITE I'ASS & YUKON RAILROAD,

REi'ENTI.Y gPENEI) FROM SKAOWAY TO LAKE BENNETT.

/''fot/t 't fi'ffltfinftifft by Hesff, Skiiff~rny.

"I tell you," said he, " we had all of us

better go back to civilization. This is no

place for a white man."

And the man never left the steamer,

but returned home with her to the States.

His first glimpse of the country had dis-

pelled his courage.

There is little wonder that the locality

had not been considered of any conse-

quence until after the gold discovery in

the Klondike. There is no way for the

of weather left over from every clime.

This material was dci)Osited here because

there was no other place where it would

be so much out of the way.

In the treaty delimiting Alaska, men-
ti<m is made of the " range of mountains

which extend in a direction parallel to the

coast." There is no such range of moun-
tains. The snowy caps of towering peaks

pierce the sky everywhere and as far as

the eve can reach, but thev are as lack-
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THE FIRST THROUGH PASSENGER THAIN ON THE WHITE PASS & YUKON RAILROAD, AT LOO CABIN, ON
THE CANADIAN SIDE OF THE PASS, JULY 6, 1809. : ,

ing in uniformity of direction or seiiuence

as the billows of the sea. The climate,

the topography, the soil—nature itself

—

seem "jangled and out of tune." And
yet it has a cha'm-*-the charm that

Joaquin Miller has expressed so grandly:

The silence, the room!
The glory of God, the gloom!

Uninviting as is the first aspect of the

Lyim ('anal country, it is by far the best

gateway to the gold region of the interior.

Less than two years ago, the Canadian

government had hopes of the Edmonton
route, that overland way which has

since proved a long trail of hardship and

death. The Stikine River trail from Fort

N RAILROAD,

every clime.

here because

here it would

Aliiska, men-
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A KOl'GH COUNTRY FOR kAII.KO.MI BI'lLDINIi TUNNEL AND VIADUCT ON THE

RAILROAD.

J-'ri'i" •> phuU'iittttli I'y IIikk. SkitgMiy. .. ' •
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Wrangell was also urged as a gocid one,

and this' is likewise i)ractically an all

Canadian route. But it has proved a
tragic failure. Then the Taku River route

from Juneau had its claims, but no one is

reported as having reached Dawson by
taking it. Over on the American side,

the Dalton trail, beginning at Pyramid
Harbor and running through the (!hilkat

Pass—which must not be confused with the

better known Chilkoot Pass requires the

fording of almost innumerable streams, be-

sides traversing a rough and hilly country.

As for reaching the gold fields by way of

St. Michaels and breasting the current of

- in this way, but they had little bag-

gage. Had they attempted to carry

the outfit of the average gold seeker, it

would have turned them back almost at

the outset.

Even by way of Skagway or Dyea, the

route to the interior is .not easy except

undei favorable weather conditions. The
lives that have been lost on these trails

foot up considerably more than a hundred,

while the poor dumb beasts of burden

that have been sacrificed to man's ignor-

ance and greed number thousands. But
this was before the railway had been
built from Skagway to Lake Bennett.

PACIFIC

OCEAN

L.:^—-^ ^
SKETCH MAP Of SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA, THItOUOH WHIl'H THE VARIOUS TRAILS TO THK KI.ONDIKK

PASS, WITH THE FRONTIER AS GIVEN IN THE t'NITEK STATES GOVERNMENT CHARTS.

the shallow Yukon, with its continually

shifting channel, it can be done only in

midsummer and at great expense of time
and money, although coming out of the

country by this route, traveling with the

current, is far easier.

There has also been some talk of get-

ting into the interior by way of ('opper

Jtiver, and this seems easy enough, on
the map, but the experience is as wither-

ing as Dead Sea fruit. True, two out of

a party of twelve government officials

are reported to have reached the Tanana
liiver which flows down to the Yukon

Hereafter probably four fifths of the

gold seekers will begin their long journey

inland at this point.

With the uncertainty as to the best

route to reach the Klondike, it is little

wonder that, jjrevious to 1898, the Cana-

dian government established its military

post of mounted ])olice and its custom

house near the head of Lake Bennett,

some forty miles from the coast, but

early in the season of that year theii'

headquarters were moved shoreward to

the summit of White Pass and the top ol

Chilkoot Pass. There may have been

*
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mitre than one reason for this. Here

it was impossible for travelers to evade

the payment of duty by making a detour

and striking the trail further inland, for

these narrow gorges at the summit are

the only possible trails through which

the country can be reached. At Lake
Bennett, on the other hand, the trail

is not so well defined, and the gold

seeker can and perhajis did get past the

officials without their knowledge. More-

over, the move was locally regarded by
Americans as a step towards the assertion

of Canada's claim to the possession of

Dyea and Skagway, the two important

points on the coast toward which most of

national boundaiy as shown in the map oii

this page.

The actual value of the land in dis-

pute, of course, is insignificant compared
to the importance of the seaport privi-

leges that Canada Would secure by such

an accession. It would also give Great

Britain an open seacoast for her great

northwest territories, and weaken the

United States by taking away its exclu-

sive jurisdiction north of the fifty fourth

degree of latitude. Through this gate-

way an immense amount of supplies as

well as immigration for the Canadian

Northwest Tenitorj- now goes through

American hands.

r
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"HIVING THK LAST SPIKE OF THE WHITE PASS k Vl'KON KAII.IIOAU, AT LAKE BENNETT, JULY (), ii-W.

From a photografih hy //ei:^, Si-ag-'tuiy.

10 contend against every sort and con-

dition of humanity.

Whatever the American may have to

!ay about the Canadian government in

the abstract, he has only praise for the

individual member of the mounted police.

The red coated officers are almost in-

variably courteous, quiet, well educated,

and well bred, and the stranger in the

country wonders what quality in their

BY
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makeup it is that inspirca respuct border-

ing on tVar in white man and Indian alike.

Two of these men are a match for ten

times their numlier simply because the

outlaw knows that in opposing their au-

thority he is waging war on the Hritish

government itself. The United States

(Miunlry will be practically worthless, un-

less coal and cheap transportation are

supplied in order that the comparatively

poor claims can be worked with profit.

The («inadian government hiis pre-

empted all veins of coal that have been

or may be discovered, rightly concluding

A PASSENGER TRAIN ROUNDING ROCKY POINT, ON THE WHITE PASS * YUKON RAILROAII.

Frottt a photograph iy Il^g/c, Skit.f:vay.

would require more men, and a much
larger outlay, to do the same work.

,
Cool headed mining exjierts who look

at Alaska and the Yukon District in a
dispassionate way, agree that it is the

greatest mineral country in the world,

but claim that when the placers of the

few rich creeks are worked out, the

that this mineral is a most valuable pro-

duct in a country where there is little

wood for fuel to thaw the frozen groun<l

— practically the only method of mining.

The railway from Skagway to Lake

Bennett has so reduced freight rates thai

today the miners in Dawson can orde'

.supplies direct from the States at a cost
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of from five to Heven t-erilri a pound, or

about one half what waw formerly charfifed

from SkaRway to the summit of White

I'asH. This road has been surveyed as far

as Fort Selkirk, hut there is little rea><oii

why it should lie extended beyond its

present limit. With the expenditure of

a few hundred dollars in im|)r()vinn tlie

channel at Miles ('anyon, and at Scjuaw,

White Horse, and Five Finger Rapids,

light draft boats will take freight and

passengers down through the lakes and

rivers to Dawson easily, safely, and

speedily.

No one can know better than the Cana-

dian officials the rich possibilities of this

rugged country when projierly developeil.

If she should obtain -i -'apoit, Canada
will hold the key not oniy to her own vast

mineral count •'• but to Alaska as well.

She is willing to wait for time and toil to

reveal this hidden wealth. If the rich

veins of pure copper reported by pa[ able

pros|)eetors in the Copper Iliver di-triet

are ever worked, the ore will probably

have to be taken out some other way, but

the grejit bulk of the Alaskan business

will be transacted by way of Skagway.
So this little amliitious eity, with" its

push and enterprise, its faiily good harbor,

and its accessibility from other ports, is

of more importance to th^ ' I'ted States

and to ('anada than hundrei!-. jf square

miles of mineral territory yt unexplored
and unknown. The day ' • 'lot remote, but

nigh, when Skag ly w' 'e the metrop(»lis

of Alaska, and the strange co^ntrj that

surrounds her, crow '

hI as it is with won-
ders of scenery and of niunrc, will puL^e

and throb with human activity.

AlLROAl).

valuable pro-

lere is litth

rozen ground

)d of mining,

(vay to Lak*

rht rates tha'

on can orde'

ites at a cost

, THE MIDXKIHT MINTF-]?.

It JH (lark and dull and i;luomy, with itx windows facing north,

This the old colonial mansion from its ivy peering forth.

There's a flintlock o'er the mantel, and a Hajj iibove the door,

And a harp with strings that dandle in the dust upon the floor.

Itut when falls the purple twilight, then the silver sconces Hare.

Comes a hand upon the knocker, and a step upon the stair.

And she courtesies from the threshold in her sweet, patrician grace,

As he grounds his moldy musket hy the flreless ' nimney place.

Here and there the yellow laces from her sleeves have dropped aw.4y,

And her pearls have lost their luster in the darkness and decay;

Brown and scentless are the roses that are clustered on her breast.

But her gown is gold embroidered, and her hair with powder dreised.

He is clad in tattered garments that were once of butf and blue,

On hiH temples m a bandage where the blood is oozing through;

Sash and plume are grimed with battle, spur and saber red with rust-
But the harp is faintly sounding from its covering of dust.

It ia played by unseen fingers that with touches soft and slow ,
'

. , ;

Gently wake the mournful music of a century ago; -.

Quaint old tunes that were in fashion in the days of patch and puff,

Periwigs and ostrich feathers, lace cravats and i)er'' 'med snuff;

And they walk with prim precision through the stately minuet.

Though her faded satin slippers with the grave dews glisten wet,

And he moves a little stiflly, since beneath the flower and vine

He has slept a hundred summers on the fleld of Krandywine.

Hark! The ancient clock is striking in the dim de.serted hall.

Slowly, as with age grown weary, twelve deliberate strokes in all,

And the tinkling harp is silent, and the lady lifts her train.

And the soldie takes the musket to his shoulder once again:

Dies the candle in the socket, loudly creaks the crumbling stair.

Swings the door on broken hinges with a rush of chilly air.

Hut the mouse behind the curtain and the .•.»pider in her net

Still remain to tell the story of the midnight minuet.

Minna Irrinq.
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