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Tne Mooean Gommonwenrs

A Faminy

ns we look toward a new

century, former British Empire
colonies, now independent na-
tions spanning the globe, are
still linked together as mem-
bers of the Commonwealth.

The Commonwealth is a
loose association of independ-
ent sovereign states. Members
consultand co-operate witheach
other, and try to further world
peace, social understanding,
racial equality and economic
development.

The Commonwealth has no
formal constitution, although it
does have a set of principles,
called the Declaration of Com-
monwealth Principles. These
principles stress peace and or-
der, liberty of the individual,
and equal rights for all people.
The Commonwealth is not a
military alliance. Members can
belong to any other group or
alliance they wish.

The 50 Commonwealth
members include about a quar-
ter of the world’s population
(more than 1.3 billion people).
They form a diverse group, with
populations that speak many
languages, observe different re-
ligions, and have varied racial

origins.

Or Namions

Some, such as Canada, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and theUnited
Kingdom, are industrialized na-
tions with populations that are
mostly of European origin. Many

are developing African or Carib-
bean countries or tiny Pacific is-
lands. About half the members
aresmall stateswith populations
under one million.
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There are also pohtlcal dif-
: ferences Some countries, such
as Canada, are constitutional
monarchies. That means they
recognize Queen Elizabeth II
as symbolic head of state. She
is represented by a governor
general.” Other Commonwealth
nations, such’ as Tndia, are
republics.

So what ties hold Common-
wealth members together? In
most parts of the Common-
wealth, at least some segment
of the population speaks Eng-
lish. Many Commonwealth
members have similar educa-
tion systems. And these coun-
tries share many traditions in
law and administration.

Common law, a system of
justice that has been handed
down through centuries of Brit-
ish history, forms the basis of
law in most Eng-

sultative tradition to their deal-
ings with each other.

Canada believes the Com-
monwealth is important be-
cause of its non-threatening,
supportive and responsive atti-
tude to members’ needs. It can
build bridges and generate con-
sensus on delicate questions.
The Commonwealth also ben-
efits member states by helping
them find solutions to their con-
flicts and problems.

The Commonwealth dates
back to 1887 when the first Co-
lonial Conference created a fo-
rum for consultation between
Britain and its colonies. In 1931,
the British passed a law, the
Statute of Westminster, that
gave legal status to the inde-
pendence of Australia, Canada,
the Irish Free State, Newfound-
land (it was not until 1949 that

Newfoundlandjoined Canadaas
its 10th province), New Zealand
and South Africa. These, then,
were the founding members of
what was to become the Com-
monwealth.

In 1947 and 1948, India,
Pakistan and Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka) became independent
and chose to join the Common-
wealth. The Commonwealth
began to resemble the multira-
cial organization it is today.
In 1957, the colony of Gold
Coast became the independ-
ent nation of Ghana. It was
the first of many African na-

‘tions to achieve independence

and membership in the Com-
monwealth over the following
decade. Manynewly formed Car-
ibbean countries, including Ja-
maica and Barbados, as well as
Asian countries such as Singa-

pore and Malay-

lish-speaking
countries. (In
Canada, Quebec
is an exception;

~ Eweust Lancunct Links Commonwenirs

sia followed suit.

Canada has
played animpor-
tant part in the

it follows the le-
gal traditions of
the French Civil
Code.) This
means that for
everything, from
selling a house,
to getting a traf-
fic ticket, to be-
ingcharged with
a criminal of-
fence, legal proc-
esses are similar
throughout the
Commonwealth.

Common-
wealthmembers
also inherited
the notion of a
parliamentary
system of gov-
ernment. This
means resolving
problems
through discus-
sion and compro-
mise. Common-

wealth leaders

havebeenableto
apply that con-

characteristics ofthe Com-

“ ne of the most obvious
monwealthis the common

*“use of English. In some Com-
I monwealth countries, such as
ot Great Britain, Canada and Aus-
. tralia,” English is"the mother

t;ingije,:'lor first language, of a

large segmentofthe population..

ut in other places, many peo-
ple learn languages other than
English as children. When they

.go-to school, they may study
- English, and as adults they may

- use it at work, when they deal
- “with the’ govemment, or when
.. they read the newspaper. -

Overtheyears, English has

.~ been influenced by. the-lan-
““guages native to these Com-

“-‘monwealth members. For ex-
- -ample, the name Canada comes

from the Huron-lroquois word

'fkanata meaning village or set-
. Hlement. Kiwi comes from the
-~ Maoriname forthe flightless bird
- native" to. New Zealand. The
.- words bungalow and pajamas
" have Hindi origins.

Once, the student of Eng-

" lish- literature read British au-
_thqrs such as Charles Dickens.

Today, some ofthefinestbooks
in English are being written in

- the Commonwealth by authors

such as Canada’s Margaret
Atwood, Nigerian novelist, poet

and short-storywrlter Ben Ok,
- and Keri Hulme, a part-Maori
~New Zealander.

In many cases, English is

" notthe author’s mothertongue.

As Indian novelist Vikram Seth
told 7Time magazine last year:
“The. English language has
been taken over, or taken to
heart, or taken to tongue, by
peoplewhose originallanguage
historically it was not.”

In 1992, fourCommonwealth
writers made headlines: Derek
Walcott, a poet and playwright
from Trinidad and Tobago be-

- came the first West Indian.to

win the Nobel Prize for Litera-
ture; Michael Ondaatje, a Ca-
nadian resident who was bom
in Sri Lanka of Indian; Dutch,
and English ancestry, shared
the Booker Prize with Britain’s
Barry Unsworth; and Rohinton

-Mistry, bornin Bombay and now

living in Canada, won the 1992
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize.

Commonwealth
from the begin-

ning. It paved

the way toward
self-government
with Confedera-
tion in 1867.
With its size,
wealth and expe-
rience, Canada
became a leader
other colonies
could follow as
they too became
independent of
Great Britain.
Although a mid-
dle power in
world politics,
Canada takes a
leading role
among Com-
monwealth na-
tions.

The Com-

monwealth -

Heads of Gov-
ernment meet
every two years
in a different

St e i e e
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country. Theirmostrecent meet-
ing took place in Cyprus in the

fall of 1993. Thesemeetingshave-

averyrelaxed feeling compared
tothepolitical posturing of some
international gatherings. Infor-
mal discussion is the rule, and
prepared speeches are kepttoa
minimum.

Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meetings are par-
ticularly important to small na-
tions. What other opportunity
would the leader of a tiny nation
such as Solomon Islands, for ex-
ample, have to chat informally
with the British Prime Minister?
Such an opportunity would not
arise in the United Nations fo-
rum, which is more formal.

One of the most important
aspects of the Commonwealth
is the “unofficial” Common-
wealth of non-governmental or-
ganizations, or NGOs. They link
thousands of individuals in a
vast international network of
professional, service and cul-
tural organizations. NGOssuch
as the Commonwealth associa-
tions of architects, of museums,
of statisticians and of journal-
ists form the grassroots base of
the Commonwealth, and give it
its vitality.

The Commonwealth has a
permanent office in London,
England, called the Secretariat.
The staff of 360 people, drawn
from some 30 countries, co-ordi-
nates programs and activities;
these programs include the
Commonwealth Fund for Tech-
nical Co-operation, the Com-
monwealth Science Council, the
Commonwealth Youth Pro-
gram, and the Commonwealth
Consultative Group on Technol-
ogy Management. Most pro-
grams are modest and practi-
cal. Canadaisthelargestfinan-
cial contributor to Secretariat
programs.

For many developing coun-
tries, the Commonwealth Fund
for Technical Co-operation
(CFTC)is a very important pro-
gram. All member countries, no
matter how small, are encour-

aged to contribute tothe agency,
soallfeel they arepartnersinit.
The CFTC provides technical
experts and consultants on a
short-term basis, offers educa-
tion and training opportunities
and carries out economic feasi-
bility studies on industries and
export markets.

Bnmmuuwmnu Ilnv

Y magine young people in-
l 50 countries all doing
similar activities related -
to the Commonwealth on the
same day. That's what Com-
monwealth  Day is all about. -
Celebrated on the second- -
Monday in March every year,"
this is an opportunity for
students and teachers {obe--
come more aware of the
Commonwealth, its programs-.:
and relevance to their lives.
This year, Commonwealth
Dayis March 14 and the theme
is sports, primarily because the:
XVth Commonwealth  Games"
will take place this year and-
because sports .represent an .
important means of coopera--:
- tion among member countries. -
Queen Elizabeth I, Head of the
- Commonwealth, will discuss
“-this theme: in= her: annual
message to the Common-
wealth. InLondon, England, the
- Queen will attend a multi faith
church service in Westminster -
Abbey and half of the 2 000.
congregation members will be o
school children.. ;! :
Commonwealth Day offers
- a chance to leam more about
other countries, other customs
.~ a chance to explore new and-~
exciting ideas. '

In fact, the idea of nations
working together to help devel-
oping countries originated with
the Commonwealth. In 1950,
Commonwealth foreign minis-
ters designed the ColumboPlan
to combat poverty in South and

Southeast Asia. Canada, Aus-
tralia, Ceylon, Great Britain,
India, New Zealand and Paki-
stan agreed to work together on
development assistance
projects. Soon, other countries
joined the plan.

For many years, Common-
wealth nations were trading
partners. According to a 1932
agreement called the imperial
preference, these countries put
lower tariffs on each others’
goods. Today, the world trading
order has changed: Britain is a
member of the European Com-
munity, Canada is a part of the
North American Free Trade
Agreement, and also looks for-
ward to increased trade with
Asian and Pacific nations.

Life in the Commonwealth
family hasn’t alwaysbeen easy.
For example, South Africa
left the organization in 1961
because of Commonwealth
opposition to its racist apart-
heid policies(see sidebar). There
was another difficult period in
1979-80 over Rhodesia (now
called Zimbabwe).

There have been other in-
ternational crises, yet the or-
ganization has survived, even
thrived. One explanation is its
unique, informal approach to
diplomacy. Another advantage
is its size: itis a third the size of
the United Nations. And the
British legacy members share
makes it seem more like a fam-
ily of equals than a place to
confront other nations.

Former Australiandiplomat
Owen Harries wrote in Reader’s
Digest several years ago: “The
rest of the world will continue to
be baffled by the Common-
wealth. It lacks the might and
majesty of the old British Em-
pire. Yet, there is no sign of it
coming unstuck. On the con-
trary,it has found a unique way
of transforming the imperial
idea into that of a family of na-
tions who find it desirable to
keep in touch and help one an-
other, simplybecausethey area
family.” w»
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n many Commonwealth
countries, there is a desperate
need to educate children and
train adults for employment.
Finding qualified teachers and
materials, however, is costly and
difficult, especially in countries
with poor economies or small
populations. In 1988, the Com-
monwealth of Learning (COL)
was set up to help meet this
challenge. Based in Vancouver,
Canada it is the only Common-
wealth intergovernmental or-
ganization located outside of
Britain.

Itsgoalis towiden opportuni-
ties for learning through coopera-
tion among institutions in different
parts of the Commonwealth. The
emphasis is on what is called

“distanceeducation.” Thatmeans
applyingmodernmethodsof com-
munication to education: satel-
lites, teleconferencing (where sev-
eral people in different locations
have a joint telephone conversa-
tion), videos, audio tapes, compu-
terized lists of resources and in-
formation, and desktop publish-
ing. “You can teach almost any-
thing by distance once you have
theresources,” says aCOLspokes-
person.

Forexample, in Guyana, stu-
" dents are enrolled in distance
English, science, and math
courses. Their local high schools
were not equipped to prepare
them for university.

InJamaica, men and women
are trained as automobile me-

chanics without leaving their
villages. The program and
learning materials were origi-

. nally developed to train First

Nations people in outlying ar-
eas of Australia.

In Zimbabwe, so many chil-
dren have graduated from pri-
mary schools that secondary
schools can’t keep up with the
demand. Thousands of students
complete their secondary edu-
cation in study groups using
correspondence materials. They
pass the same examinations as
their friends inregular schools.

On campuses of the Univer-
sity of the West Indies, lectures
given in Jamaica are beamed
via satellite to classrooms in
Barbados.

- Distance education is use-
ful in upgrading the qualifica-
tions of teachers. In Jamaica,
for example, several hundred
primary school teachers have
completed distance courses de-

VHE GomMONWEALTH DF LEARNING

signed to improve their skills.
Distance learning is also being
used in the health field. Memo-
rial University in Newfoundiand,
Canada, has developedaprogram
for doctors across the province
usingteleconferencing, while four
medical schoolsin East Africa set
up a network for sharing expertise.

Cost-saving measures of dis-
tance education are attractive
to countries where funding is
scarce. There are many other
advantages to distance educa-
tion: the best teachers can be
used, all students get the same
well-developed curriculum and
package of print, audio, and
video materials, and distance
learningcanbe mixed with regu-
lar classroom activities.

COL does not itself give
courses, but it does assist edu-
cationalinstitutions around the
Commonwealth. For example,
COL makes material available
to train writers to prepare course
materials, to teach educators to
use the available technology,
and to help teachersobtain edu-
cational videos.

COL also helps make edu-
cational productions. For exam-
ple, it supported a video, made
in India, to encourage women to
learn to read, and it made a co-
production with the CBC enti-
tled “Sustainable Develop-
ment.” The latter video showed
howindividuals and nations can
protect the environment with-
out sacrificing development. «»
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Tne Friennwy Games

nne of Canada’s great

moments in international sport
came in 1978. Our athletes won
an unprecedented 45 gold, 31
silver, and 33 bronze medals at
the Commonwealth Games,
held that year in Edmonton,
Alberta.

This summer, Canadian
athletes hope to excel again
during the fifteenth Common-
wealth Games. They will take
place in Victoria, British Co-
lumbia, August 18 to 28. Some
300 million people around the
world are expected to watch on
television.

The games take place
every four years. The first
British Empire Games took
place in Hamilton, Ontario,
in 1930, with 400 partici-
pants from 11 countries.
Since then, they have grown
in size and importance.

The Commonwealth Games
are known as “the friendly
games.” Canadian runner
Charmaine Crooks has won Ol-
ympic silver and Common-
wealth gold in the 800-metre
event. She says: “Thereis ahigh
level of competition at the Com-
monwealth Games, but they
aren’t as grandiose as the Ol-
ympics, so there isn’t the same
kind of tension. Athletes from a
lot of Commonwealth countries
speak English, so it’s easy to
communicate. And we have a
lot of fun trading pins.”

Some 3200 athletes from 66
nations are expected to attend
the games this year in Victoria.
Events include track and field,

aquatics (diving, swimming,
and synchronized swimming),
badminton, boxing, cycling,
gymnastics, lawn bowling,
shooting, weightlifting, and
wrestling. There willbe arecord
number of events for women.
Field lacrosse will be a demon-
stration sport.

This year, for the first time,
athletes with a disability will
take partin the Games as mem-
bers of their national teams.
Around 100 handicapped ath-
letes will stay in the Games
village with the other ath-
letes and takepartinsixevents:
men’s and women’s visually
impaired lawn bowls, twomen’s
wheelchairraces,and men’sand
women’s 100-metre freestyle
swimming.

The whole city of Victoria is
involved. More than 13 000 vol-
unteers are helping with spe-
cial projects, and some will take
part in the opening and closing
ceremonies. A year-long Arts
and Culture Festival is already
under way. Aboriginal people
from across Canada are also
coming to Victoria in 1994 to
celebrate their cultures through
traditional sports and ceremo-
nial events.

After all the visitors have
gone home, Victoria will be left
with a new Aquatic Centre and
track and lawn bowling facili-
ties. There will also be a new
Commonwealth Centre for
Sport Development, which will
offer support programs to ath-
letes and coaches.

The Games are entertain-

ing for observers and challeng-
ing for participants. Organizers
also believe they have other
purposes: theyhelp tie the Com-
monwealth together; they are a
means of promoting the princi-
ples of the Commonwealth; and
they are a means of helping
young people. Says Ms. Crooks:
“If the Games can get one more
kid involved in sport and im-
prove that kid’s life, then we
will have done our job.”

There are more than one
billion young people in the Com-
monwealth making up 60 per-
cent of the population. Common-
wealthleadersworry thatmany
of these young people are una-
ware of the association, its prin-
ciples of justice, tolerance, and
equality, and the many cultures
it embraces.

George Heller, president of
the Victoria Commonwealth
Games Society, notes that sport
is important to youth in every
society. Sport:

* provides role models, and
inspires youngsters to pursue
excellence;

* teaches values such as
equality and dignity of the indi-
vidual, non-discrimination, and
fair play;

* helps young people de-
velop social skills and leader-
ship;

* improvestheirhealthand
well-being, and makes them
more productive and creative
members of society;

* buildsbridgesbyincreas-
ing understanding and forging
friendships. w
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arunenTs Rote-Pray
As Gommonwearn Lennens

n ttawa, Ontario, high school
student Shawn Singh knows
from experience how difficult a
consensus canbeto achieve. Last
spring, he took part in the Na-

tional Student Commonwealth
Forum, a week-long event dur-
ing which students from
across Canada role-play ‘as
leaders of Commonwealth

Ny I 'n 1971, Commonwealith

‘a behef that rnternatronal

uman drgnrty and equality;” -
“the . recognrtron of the'

v peoples of the world; we seek the'

- _amongst our members

Government meetmg in-Harare,
Zimbabwe, Comrmonwealth lead-
~ers reaffirmed th e pnncrples In

.~ members: agreed on the -

. Smgapore Declaratlon the

- first ‘statement of six principles -

formlng the.. foundatron of their

~-ethical. beliefs. The Singapore -

Prrncrples underlying the Com-
Ith :

‘pledged .to’ concentrate on the

" honest government and funda-
& mental human rights;

andthe establishment ofademo-- g
- cratic, non-racial,’ prosperous

. “able development and ‘the alle-
-~ viation of poverty; "

" ficking and abuse;and communi-
‘cable diseases;
= rgency of economic and social -
development to satrsfy the basic - ,
- aspirations of the vast majority of - -ficular economic and security
: problems '
progressive removal of the wide: =i
d sp’éntres in’ living. standards
- ““tutions in'the world's search for. .
'In 1991;"at_the-Heads of
. tive arms control, and the promo-
~_tion of international consensus
on major global rssues

the Harare Declaretlon they

following areas:

"+ the protection and promo-
tion of the Commonwealth's fun-
damental polmcal values of de-.
mocracy, the rule of law, just,

s equality Lor women; .
o funrversalaooesstoedumbon '
- = eradication of apartheid

South Africa;
.+ the promotlon of sustain- -

=+ protection of the environrhent e
~ »-action to combat drug traf-

-~ assistance to sn1all mem-
ber-states in tackling therr par-

.. supporl ef the Unlted Na-
trons and otherrnternatlonal rnstr-

peace, disarmament and effec-

nations. They discuss issues
facing the Commonwealth,
and try to overcome obsta-
cles to agreement. “Consensus
was the big word,” he recalls.
“It’s a great goal, but it'shard to
achieve.”

The 120 participants attend
workshops and small discussion
groups during the week leading
up to the model heads of gov-
ernment meeting. They discuss
issues such as Canada’s role in

the Commonwealth, human

rights, the environment, AIDS
awareness, women’srights, and
economic development. Discus-
sions focus on both Canadian
and international issues.

Mr. Singh, 18, says it was a
really good experience. “I met a
lot of new people, and I've stayed
in touch with some of them.” He
learned about the country he
represented —Singapore —and
he enjoyed debating so much
that he decided he would be-
come a lawyer.

The forum, which has been
held every year since 1973, is
sponsored by the Ottawa branch
of the Royal Commonwealth So-
ciety. The goal of this interna-
tional non-governmental organi-
zationistosupportthe Common-
wealth. In Canada, there are about
2500 members and branches in
cities across the country.

The work of planning the fo-
rum is done by young people who
attended in previous years, and
one adult volunteer. Mr.Singh
and the other organizers are now
busy making sure this year’s fo-
rum is even better than last. «»
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~ Women: Strucrurat AoJusTmEnT

s governments tighten
their purse strings, women find
their own pocketbooks emptier
than ever. Around the world,
governments are heavily in
debt. To meet this crisis, they
have to cut back on programs:
we call such economic reforms
“structural adjustment.” Cut-
backs often affect health-care,
educational, and social pro-
grams. Because women are usu-
ally responsible for feeding the
family, caring for sick relatives,
and making sure the children
go to school, these cuts affect
women disproportionately.

Commonwealth ministers
responsible for women’s affairs
meet every three years. The
impactofstructural adjustment
frequently comes up in their
discussions. They note that in-
vestments in the nutrition,
health, and education of a coun-
try’s population are crucial to

the development of its economy
and the well-being of its people.

Meeting in Ottawa in 1990,
they passed a Declaration on
Women and Structural Adjust-
ment. They pledged their gov-
ernments to:

* increase funding of nu-
trition, education, and health
programs;

* improve opportunities for
women to earn money through
small businesses and agricul-
tural production;

* reform laws and other poli-
cies to make sure women have
the right to own land and bor-
row money; and

* increase the involvement
of women in decision-making at
all levels of government.

In Cyprus in 1993, the
ministers asked the Common-
wealth Heads of Government
to be sure to carry out these
measures. o

Tre Wontn O Wone

" nsome African countries,
women in rural areas do
60 to 90 percent of the
farm work while their husbands -
work in cities. They do this on ~
top of looking after the home
and the children. Yet, they are’
oftenilliterate because they are
denied an education. Also, they
have limited rights to own prop- -
- erty, they can’t get credit, they
have few support systems or
training opportunities, and they
have little access to informa-
tion. According to- the United
Nations, women:
« are more than 50 percent of
the world's population;
» do 66 percent of hours
worked; :
« get 10 percent of world's
income;
= and own 1 percent of its
- property, ;

he key phrase in developed
I and developing countries

these days is sustainable de-
velopment. development that looks
to the long term because it is de-
signed not to deplete or destroy re-
sources. Many people are now start-
ing to realize women hold the key to
sustainable development and pro-
tecting the environment.

In many countries, women do
most of the work on the farms that
feed their families. They collect the
water and fuel and dispose of the
waste. Damage to the forests, soil
erosion, and water pollution pose an

immediate threat to survival. Many
women have, over time, leamed
how to help protect their environ-
ments.

According to one Common-
wealth study, womenhaven'tbeen
given enough credit for their work
as guardians of the environment.
Also, not enough is being done to
train women to manage their
householdsinamore environmen-
tally friendly way. ] -

Women needtoberecognized
as the people who manage natural

- resources and protect the land.
Methods of organic farming from

Womew Ano Sustumasie Deveiopment

developed nations need to be
adapted by the women who un-
derstand their own environments
and economic needs. And gov-
ernment planners need to under-
stand the importance of involving
women in efforts to conserve the
environment.

The Commonwealth Secre-
tariat has prepared training manu-
alstohelpteachconservationtech-
niques to womenin Africa, the Car-
ibbean and the Pacific. These
manuals emphasize the success-
ful efforts of local women’s groups
in conservation.
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Workig Towasn Democancy:
Breaktuouch In Soutn Arsica

!n December 1993, mem-
bers of South Africa’s racially
segregated parliament approved
a new constitution that ended
more than three centuries of
white rule. Under this constitu-
tion, South Africa will hold the
first election in which the black
majority of the population will
be able to vote.

The new constitution is
partly due tothe efforts of Presi-
dent F.W. de Klerk and African
National Congress leader Nel-
son Mandela, who shared the
1993 Nobel Peace Prize. It is
also partly because of the ef-
forts of the Commonwealth,
which opposed South Africa’s
apartheid system for decades.
This system not only denied
political rights to South Africa’s
blacks, it controlled where they
could live and work, and cre-
ated huge gaps between rich
(mostlywhites) and poor (mostly
blacks).

At the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting
in 1961, Canadian Prime Minis-
ter John Diefenbaker attacked
apartheid. Following that inci-
dent, South Africa withdrew

from the Commonwealth.

Even after South Africa was
no longer a member, Common-
wealth countries continued to
speak out againstapartheid.On
principle, they could not be si-
lent about South Africa’s racist
policies. Countriesthatareclose
to South Africa, such as Zambia
and Zimbabwe, were particu-
larly active.

This was not an easy issue.
Members couldnot alwaysagree
onwhatwould workbest or how
far to go. Britain opposed eco-

nomic sanctions, arguing that
sanctions would make South
Africa’sleaders evenmore stub-
born and less willing to consider
reforms. Canada was in favour
of sanctions.

The Commonwealth did
impose sanctions, such as
bans on new bank loans and
investment in South Africa.
Members refused to buy
South African products. The
Commonwealth always made
it clear that sanctions were
notintendedto punish South
Africa, but to persuade its
leaders of the need for
change. Meanwhile, Com-
monwealth representatives
tried to find ways to support
the negotiation process
among South African politi-
cal groups.

Since 1990, apartheid has
been slowly dismantled. Mr.
Mandela was freed from prison.
The government lifted bans on
political parties andrestrictions
on the media, and other apart-
heid regulations were with-
drawn. : -

As the South African gov-
ernment moved toward change,
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the Commonwealth lifted sanc-
tions. In 1991, restrictions on
tourism promotion, cultural and
scientific boycotts, and the ban
on sports contacts were lifted. If
all goes well, organizers hope
South Africa will compete at the
1994 Commonwealth Games in
Victoria, British Columbia.

In 1993, South Africa set up
a multiracial advisory council,
the Transitional Executive
Council, to oversee the tran-
sition to democracy. In a
speech to the United Nations,
Mr. Mandela asked that all
remaining trade, investment
and financial sanctions be re-
moved. The Commonwealth did
soin September. Theban on the
sale of weapons to South Africa
remains.

Meanwhile, the Common-
wealth is helping the country
prepare for a new and demo-
cratic South Africa. For exam-
ple, it is helping to train admin-
istrators for the coming social
and political changes, ithasalso
been active in helping to control
violence.

International observers will
be there to watch the coming

election, and totry toensure the
vote is free and fair. A series of
Commonwealth observer groups
have been there since 1992.

Observingelectionsis noth-
ingnew for the Commonwealth.
In the past few years, it has
sent teams to Malaysia, Bang-
ladesh, Zambia, Seychelles,
Guyana, Ghana, Kenya,
Lesotho and Pakistan. Missions
areonly sent when governments
invite them, and all political
parties must agree to their
presence. These missions are
aimed at ‘boosting the confi-
dence of voters that the elec-
toral system will be fair and the
results will reflect the wishes of
the people.

The Commonwealth helps
countries set up democratic
practices in other ways. It pro-
vides expertstohelpstrengthen
democratic systems and laws.
It helps governments to adopt
practices found to work well
in other Commonwealth
countries. It also sends tech-
nical experts, such as lawyers
who can help rewrite laws and
train local lawyers.

Promoting democracy and

human rights is an important
part of Canada’s foreign policy.
Respect for human rights is
needed to achieve peace, pros-
perity, and good government
everywhere and Canada has
long been a leading voice in in-
sisting that human rights be
given a high priority in the Com-
monwealth.

In 1991, a committee spon-
sored by five Commonwealth
NGOs and chaired by a Ca-
nadian, Flora MacDonald,
described the human rights
records of some Commonwealth
nations as “deplorable and of-
ten appalling.” Following this,
the Commonwealth leaders
meeting in Harare passed a
declaration that put the spot-
light on human rights prin-
ciples. In 1993, the Heads of
Government Meeting in Cy-
prus released astatementthat
reaffirmed “their commitment
to democracy, fundamental hu-
man rights, the independence
of the judiciary, and just and
honest government as essential
ingredients of the Common-
wealth’s fundamental political
values.” w
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Raiconest Lasoratory

It has been called a “labora-
tory for the world:” approxi-
mately 360,000 hectaresof Ama-
zon rainforest in Guyana, set
aside for an experiment in tropi-
cal forest management. This
Commonwealth projectis called
the Iwokrama Rain Forest Pro-
gram, after the Iwokramamoun-
tainrange whichliesinthe area.

About a third of the site will
be protected as a wilderness
area. The rest will be used for
experiments. Researchers will
try out ways to use the forest’s
resources without destroying
them forever. This is called sus-
tainable forestry.

Rainforests produce oxygen
that is important for the atmos-
phere, thatis whythey arecalled
the “lungs of the planet.” Rain-
forests are also home to more
than 50 percent of the species of
plants and animals in the world.
One aim of the project is to con-
serve the diversity of plant and
animal life here.

Experts from several Com-
monwealth countries have
helped to organize the program.
Besides therainforestsite, there
will be an International Centre
for Research and Training in
Sustainable Management of
Rainforests at the University of
Guyana in Georgetown.

The Amerindians who live
near the area are also involved,
and have been helping scien-
tists identify plants. Their tra-
ditional methods of using the
forest will be included in the
studies. They will also be em-
ployed as forest rangers and
administrators.

Canadian consultants have

played a large role in planning
theproject. Canadians have also
been involved in site surveys.
Until recently, aerial sur-
veys of tropical rainforests have
been difficult. Clouds and rain
frequently hide the trees. In
1995, Canada plans to launch
RADARSAT, its first radar sat-
ellite. This satellite will carry
equipment, designed by Cana-
da’s Centre for Remote Sensing,
that can penetrate both clouds
and darkness, and produce im-
ages of the forest. These images
can tell researchers about the
state of the forest, the rivers,
the land forms, and the types of

he Commonwealth'snew-
Iest NGO, scheduled to -

holdits firstconference this
summer in° Charlottetown, is"

. designed to meet some very
modem problems. The Com-
“~monwealth Association for -
- PublchdmlmstratlonandMan- _
agementwill bringtogetherbu-
reaucrats and university peo-.

- ple who study public adminis-

. tration. Saysorganizer George

"~ Post: “The notion is that run-
ning government is quite similar - .
around the world, particularly in
-countries which have the Brit-
ish common law tradition.”

Today, all governments
are faced with the need to re-
organize in order to run more
efficiently, with less money.

- Public servants fromcountries’ ~
whichhave already started this
process, such as New Zea-

. land, can share their experi- -

ences with others.

vegetation. They will also show
what impact human activities,
such as agricultural clearing or
tree cutting, have on the forest.

Canadian government ex-
pertsinstalled this radar equip-
ment in a plane that can fly six
kilometres above the earth. “In
order to develop applications
and users for the data from the
satellite, we have been flying
our airborne radar in areas of
the world such as tropical re-
gions,” says a spokesperson for
the remote sensing centre. “We
had projects in Venezuela, Bra-
zil, and Guyana: we flew vari-
ous areas for them, then worked
with the people in those coun-
tries to train them to analyze
and interpret the data. Once
RADARSAT is launched, they
will have a core of trained users
and applications.”

Meanwhile onthe ground at
Iwokrama, teams organized by
British researchers employed
more traditional survey meth-
ods: using trails and rivers to
getintothe forest, they observed
the soil, vegetation and geology.
Scientists need this kind of de-
tailed information to help inter-
pret the radar data.

Canada’s International De-
velopment Research Centre is
also helping to set up an inter-
national communications cen-
tre within the Iwokrama pro-
gram. The centre will spread
the knowledge gained about
methods for sustainable use of
tropical rainforests. It will also
help the public and politicians
understand that healthy forests
are necessary for a good quality
of life around the world. o
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fa a Francophonie is the
worldwide community of peo-
ples who speak French, or use
French to some extent. It's a
common bond linking more than
120 million people around the
world. This international com-
munity includes more than one
- quarter of the world’s nations.

Langunce Ties
Ln Francophg

 ToGETHER

The international organiza-
tions of La Francophonie bring
people together so they can dis-

-cuss issues of common interest.

They support co-operation be-
tween governments and be-
tween non-governmental asso-
ciations. Because the majority
of members of La Francophonie

are developing nations, many
activities are designed to en-
courage economicdevelopment.

At the highest government
level, prime ministers of gov-
ernments and presidents of
countries which share the
French language hold summit
meetings every two years. They

i
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Quises Awo New Browswioy;
Invennanona Roes

wick, the two provinces

that -have the largest
French-speaking populations,
" have carved official roles in La
Francophonie. .
Since 1971, Québec has had

u uébec and New Bruns-

“participating government” status in
ACCT. This means it has its own
place and name plate at the discus-
sion table. New Brunswick has had
similar status since 1977.

" The provinces and the federal
government consult with each other
about issues and programs so that
they can work more effectively to-

ward the same goals.

These provinces also partici-

pate in'two other organizations of
La Francophonie: the annual con- -
ference of national ministers of
education and the annual confer- -
ence of youth and sports ministers.
Usually only for the Conference of
Ministers of Education, the head of
the Canadian delegation is a pro-
vincial- minister who speaks in the -
name of Canada. - -
In the 1980s, Canada was
faced with the problem of how
to give Québec a role in the
proposed francophone summit
meeting. This would be a meet-
ing of heads of sovereign
states, and the issues would
deal with external "affairs, a

‘Parti Québécois premier Pierre
" ‘Marc ‘Johnson reached ‘an.

. eration and development. Inis-:
- sues concerning world politics .-
_and ‘economics, Canada:has -

* the primary role, while Québec

- is an “interested observer.” The -
-federal and provincial delega-~
“tions discuss their positions and

- _.Québec, Ottawa signed a simi-
; larag_reementwith New‘_BrunSWick.' !

matter of federal ju‘ris’dictiori»’.
In 1985, then-Prime Minis-
ter Brian Mulroney and former

agreement.” Québec partici- -
pates fully in matters of co-op-

co-ordinate activities. A month
after reaching this accord with.

discussinternational issues and
set priorities for La
Francophonie’s activities.

The ideaofinternational co-
operation among francophone
countries was first put forward
by Leopold Sedar Senghor, then
president of Senegal, in the
1960s. The notion was that, de-
spite their differences, these
countries share a common cul-
ture and language. By meeting
together, they could pool re-
sources and help each other to
solve problems they couldn’t
solve alone.

During the 1960s, the min-
isters responsible for education
and for youth and sport in
francophone countries started
holding annual conferences.
These conferences continue to-
day.

The first major intergovern-
mental conference took place in
Niamey, Niger, in 1969. The fol-
lowing year, the ’Agence de
coopération culturelle et tech-
nique (ACCT) was set up. Its
objectives are to promote mu-
tual co-operation in education,
culture, science and technology,

and to form closer ties in these
fields through the use of the
French language. It aims at cre-
atingnew ties between north-
ern (developed) countries and
less-developed nations in the
Southern hemisphere. It also
tries to promote cultural diver-
sity and understanding.

o ———

There are also many private
francophone associations and
non-governmental organizations

- within La Francophonie. Most

are professional associations or
were created onthebasisof com-
mon goals. Examplesincludethe
International Union of French-
Language Journalism, the In-
ternational Association of
French-Speaking Mayors, and
the International Associationof
French-Speaking Physicians.

Canadaregards ACCT as a
keystone of La Francophonie
and has played an important
role in this organization.
Both its first secretary gen-
eral, and the current secretary
general, Jean-Louis Roy, are
Quebecers. Today, ACCT has
37 member-states, five associ-
ate states, and two participat-
ing governments: Québec and
New Brunswick.

During the 1970s, Senghor

continued to push for a leaders’
summit. The presidents of two
other African nations, Tunisia
and Niger, supported him. The
first summit took place in 1986
near Paris.

At the Paris Summit, the
leaders of 41 countries and gov-
ernments discussed the world

[t]
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political and economicsituation,
and decided to collaborate in
several areas.

With this first summit, La
Francophonie made a big step.
The leaders went beyond ex-
changing views and having bi-
lateral agreements between
pairs of countries. They laid the
foundations for programs
through co-operation among
many countries. Today, La
Francophonie is a forum for co-
operationinninetechnical fields
that are considered priorities:
agriculture, energy, environ-
ment, culture, communications,
scientific and technological in-
formation,languageindustries,
legal co-operation and educa-
tion and training.

In 1987, Canada, Québec,
and New Brunswick made a
joint invitation to a summit in
QuébecCity. Forty countries at-
tended. At the Québec summit,
theleadersadopted anumber of
programs. Forexample, theyset
up a co-operative project to sup-
port the creation of small agri-
cultural businesses in Africa,
and they established a
francophoneinstitute of energy,
based in Québec, to train spe-
cialists in the energy field.

They also passed a Declara-
tion of Solidarity, in which they
agreed to respect each others’
diverse traditions, and to work
in a spirit of “solidarity, co-
operativeness, and mutual un-
derstanding.” They expressed
theirdesire to “together takeup
the great challenges of develop-
ment and modernization that
lie before us.”

In 1989, representatives of
41 governments and countries

met in Dakar, Senegal. This

meeting stressed the roleof edu-
cation and training within the
French-speaking community.
The French government won
praise for canceling $3-billion
worth of debt owed to it by 35
poor countries.

The most recent summit
took place in October 1993, in
the Republic of Mauritius, in

- Sos

Ann I:uuum
e
hmm:upunm[ Gomes

e ohdarlty and excellence :
s are the twin themes of.
the second Jeux de la-
: Francophonle to be held this
.- summer in France. Orgamzers
- “expect 3000 athletes and art-

““ists from around the world will _

_.attend. = The . first-ever
Francophone Games. were.
- held in 1989 in Morocco, and -’
- drew 2000 participants from 39
_ countries. -
- * " Eventsforelite athletes will
. include track and field, soccer,
" judo and women's basketball.
" There will be two-races for
- wheelchair athletes. Cultural
. events-such as singing, art, *
“dance and television specials
will” highlight the creativity
~and dlversny offrancophone
: peoples . :

the Indian Ocean. This country
isheld asamodel of integration,
a melting-pot of people from
Chinese, Indian, African and
European ancestry. A former
French, then British, colony,
English is the official language.
The majority of the one million
residents speak Creole. Eighty
percent understand French,
which is widely used in newspa-
pers, radio, and television.
Forty-seven countries at-
tended the Mauritius summit,
including Bulgaria, Romania,
and Cambodia. They passed 21
resolutions, including several
that addressed important inter-
national issues. As Anerood
Jugnauth, primeminister ofthe
Republic of Mauritius, said in a
closing speech, “these messages
issued by the summit to the rest
of the world express the desire

of La Francophonie to make its
presence felt in the concert of
nations.”

For example, France
pressed for, and got, a resolu-
tion supporting its determina-
tion to exclude cultural goods
from the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT),
which was being negotiated.
France argued that if culture —
including films and television
series — were included in the
GATT, the power of money
would lead to world domination
by one culture. When the GATT
negotiations were concluded,
culture was excluded. Other
important resolutions ad-
dressed the issues of Haiti and
of human rights.

Theleadersalsoraised their
concerns about the status of the
French language. They passed
resolutions demanding that the
United Nations respect the sta-
tus of French as one of its six
official languages, and remind-
ing Olympic Games organizers
that French is an official lan-
guage of the Olympics. The
president of the Olympicorgan-
izing committee had used Eng-
lish, withno remarks in French,
to announce the location of the
next games.

Because Canadahas alarge
French-speaking population,
our government hasbeen active
from the outset in creating and
supporting the many institu-
tions of La Francophonie. To-
day, involvement in La
Francophonieisanintegral part
of Canadian foreign policy.

The Canadian government
says its objectives arenot based
on the hope of an immediate
return, or on the prospect of
financial gain. But Canada ex-
pects that, as amiddle power, it
can have an influence on this
community. Its role hereis com-
parabletoits role in the Organi-
zation of American States orthe
Commonwealth. It can also de-
rive cultural and scientific ben-
efits from its association with
these countries. @
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Human Rigars In Ln Francopnonie

hen countries decide to
undertake democratic reforms,
theyface many unfamiliar prob-
lems. Peoplehavetolearnhowa
parliament operates and how
journalists do their jobs in a
democracy. They need to under-
stand the role of trade unions.
Police have to become more

aware of the rights of citizens.

*e
-_——

—
L

La Francophonie is helping
people in developing countries
deal with issues such as these.
In the past few years, it has
sponsored seminars for mem-
bers of non-governmental or-
ganizations, members of parlia-
ment, police forces, and unions.
These projects have involved
more than 30 countries.

——

La Francophonie set up
guidelines for election observ-
ers. Since the guidelines were
adoptedin 1992, atleast adozen
countries have asked for observ-
ers to be present before or dur-
ing voting day. They include
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Congo,
Djibouti, Guinea, Madagascar,
Mali, Niger, Romania, Senegal

1
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the Seychelles, the Central Afri-
can Republic and Togo.

Canada is making a special
contribution to support human
rights and democracy in mem-
ber countries of La
Francophonie. It set up a spe-
cial office in ACCT to handle
requests for information. The
office also helps organize elec-
tions and write constitutions,
operate electoral observer mis-
sions and provide training.

In 1993, a seminar was held
in Yaoundé, Cameroon, to
launch a special project: a net-
work of legal aid and counseling
centres for women in
francophone Africa. Canada
funded these projects through
ACCT. Some 80 participants
from 20 countries attended the
seminar. They discussed ways
of running counseling centres,
and methods of explaining the
law to the public.

The first two centres are in
Benin and Cameroon. While
there are women lawyers in
those countries, many women
don’t know their legal rights,
are afraid to exercise them, or
can’t afford to hire alawyer. For
example, a woman may find
when her father dies that her
brothers claim she has no right
toinherit anything because she
isawoman. The counseling cen-
tres willhelp women—and men
— understand their rights.

Encouraging democracy is
an important task. But, prior to
the 1989 Dakar summit, Am-
nesty International published a
report listing human rights
abusesinseveral French-speak-
ing countries. Accusations in-
cluded torture, imprisonment for
political opinions and restric-
tions on religious activities.
Summit leaders agreed to ad-
dress the issue of human rights
at Dakar.There was unanimous
support for a resolution on hu-
man rights, put forward by
Canada.

At the 1991 Chaillot Sum-
mit, human rights dominated
discussions behind closed doors.

Then-Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney wanted the interna-
tional community to give eco-
nomic aid only to countries
which have good human rights
records. This proposal did not
get approval. Finally, the
leaders signed a Declaration
of Human Rights and De-
mocratization which left it up
to each nation “to determine
the roads that will appropri-
ately strengthen its democratic
institutions.”

Chaillot Summit partici-
pants also voted to adopt eco-
nomic sanctions against Haiti.
The military overthrew and ex-
iled Haiti’s democratically
elected president, FatherJean-
Bertrand Aristide, in Septem-
ber 1991. Many other interna-
tional organizations, suchasthe
Organization of American
States and the United Nations,
have also condemned the Hai-
tian military leaders and
banned trade with the nation.

Sofar, themilitaryleaders have
snubbed these international ef-
forts to restore Father Aristide
to power.

In 1993, the Haitian situa-
tion arose again. Summit lead-
ers meeting in Mauritius
strengthened theirresolvetotry
to bring democracy to this im-
poverished country. French
President Frangois Mitterand
told delegates: “This takeover
by violent minority groups who
intervene to prevent the estab-
lishment of democratic institu-
tions in Haiti is unbearable.”

Summit participants also
passed a resolution that con-
demned nations which abuse
human rights, but did not men-
tion any countries by name, as
the Canadian delegation had
hoped.

These efforts to deal with the
sensitive issue of human rights
showthatLaFrancophoniewants
to be an important player on the
international stage. )

1




GANADA IN AGTION — THE GOMMONWEALTH / LA FRANGOPHONIE

Frinch fls

A Worto Lancuage

I n Canada, we tend to think
of French as the language of
Québec and of France. But the
French-speaking, orfrancophone,
world is much larger than that:
French is either the mother
tongue, or second language in
several countries of Africa, as
well as the Caribbean, Asia and
the Pacific, the Indian Ocean
and Europe.

For example:

* In Morocco, Arabic is the
official language, but more than
four million of the country’s 22.5
million people speak French.
French is used in the media and
in education.

* In Cameroon, there are
two official languages: French
and English. There are alsomore
than 200 different African lan-
guages. Of the approximately
10.5 million inhabitants, 1.5
million speak French.

* In Zaire, with a popula-
tion of 31.7 million, French is
the official language, and isspo-
ken by more than 2.6 million
people. There are some 250 other
languages, although four are

dominant. French is commonly | Creole — a French-based lan-
used in schools and the media. | guage — is used in daily life.

* The Caribbean islands of * Cambodia, Laos, and Viet
Guadeloupeand Martiniqueare | Nam used to be called
ppssessions of France. Here, | Indochina, part of the former
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French colonial empire. Al-
though the use of French has
decreased since they became in-
dependent, Laos and Viet Nam
are members of ACCT and at-
tend summit meetings of La
Francophonie.

* InEurope, besides France,
French is spoken in Luxem-
bourg, Monaco, parts of
Switzerland, and in bilingual
Belgium.

Thelanguagestarteditslong
history in the north of France in
the ninth century A.D., when it
developed as a blend of Latin
and Celtic-Germanic tongues.
French was exported to Eng-
land by William the Conqueror
in 1066, and Norman French
became the language ofthe Eng-
lish court.

Inthe 17th century, Samuel
de Champlain founded the first
permanent French settlement
inNorth America at Québec City.
Other French communities were
established along the St. Law-

rence River and in Acadia (now

New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia.) The voyageurs extended
the influence of New France to
the Rocky Mountains and down
the Mississippi River to the Gulf
of Mexico.

During the 18th century
French was used in the great
courts of Europe: in Prussia,
Sweden and Russia. Yet, ironi-
cally, only about half the popu-
lation of France spoke French.
The rest used the regional lan-
guages of Brittany, Alsace, Gas-
cony, etc. These didn’t give way
to French until the next cen-

In Africa, French gotitsfirst
foothold with the founding of
Saint-Louis du Senegal in 1659.
But it wasn’t until the mid-19th
and early 20th centuries that
the French and Belgians estab-
lished colonies in northern and
sub-Saharan Africa.

African countriesbecamein-
dependent from France and Bel-
gium during the same period
that British colonies became in-
dependent members of the Com-

~ Nonrn Amesican FRancopronie
{1 ci on parle frangais.” You might see that gign in a store window ‘
I anywhere in Canada, or even in the United States. There are

francophone communities scattered across the continent.
In Québec, Frenchisthe mothertongue of five million people, ormore

" than 80 percent of the population. Montréal is the world's largest French- -

speaking city after Paris. French is the only official provincial language.
In New Brunswick, 34 percent of people are Acadian, or of French

descent. English and French are both official provincial languages. The

Acadians have maintained a strong culture and several of their writers and

“singers are known throughout La Francophonie.

Ontario also has a French-speaking population of half a million. The
Iargest communities are in eastern and northern Ontario. In Manitoba,
there is a small but vocal francophone community.

In the United States, some 13 million people say thelr origins

‘are either in France, Québec; or Acadia. That includes 1.2 million
. Californians and another million in Louisiana, where about 300,000
- still speak French. The textile mill towns of New England also
~attracted many -Québecers during the last century, and their
descendents live there today..

‘Faced with the dominance of English, many small French-speaklng
communities, especially those that are far from Québec, are havingahard
time maintaining their language and institutions. Education is a key. The
Supreme Court of Canada recently ruled that francophone-run school
boards must be establlshed in Manitoba, Saskatchewan Alberta, and
British Columbia.

- Internationally, March 20i isLa Francophonie day. In Canada, awhole
week is set aside to promote the French language. This year, the second
annual Semaine nationale de la francophonie will be held March 20-26,

- and the theme will be literacy. Literacy is fundamental fo the survival of the
~language, yet there are high levels of |II|teracy in._ many francophone
- communities.

The week is designed to make Canadlans especually those who live
in areas where francophones are in the minority, aware of the advantages

- of using French, and to find ways of improving the quality of written and
- spoken French.

Activities focus on education. There are cash prizes for teachers in

primary and secondary schools for the best class projects on the theme
~ of the French language and community. College or university students
- can win money for ldeas on how to increase the use of French in their

environments.

monwealth, from themid-1950s
to the mid-1970s. In some,
French remained the official
language, or shared that status
with other tongues.

French coexists with many
other local or national lan-
guages. Often, the majority of
the population speak African
languages, while only an elite
minority in large cities speak

French. In some countries, no-
tablyin Arab Africa, French has
no official role, yet it is still
spoken by many people and is
taught in school.

Today, about 120 m11hon
people worldwide have French
either as their first or second
language. It is an official
working language of many in-
ternational organizations, such

2
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as the United Nations.

Itisalsothe most commonly
taught language after English.
Approximately 25 million stu-
dents around the world learn it
with the help of 250 000 French
teachers.

Some of the best recent
French-language books were
written in Africa, Quebec, and
the United States. And contact
with diverse traditions and lan-
guages is enriching the French
language and culture.

However, many francophones
warn that, faced with the popu-
larity of English and the domi-
nance of American popular cul-
ture in music, films and televi-
sion, the future of the French
language is in danger. Some of
the efforts of La Francophonie,
therefore, are to supportthe use
of French in scientific fields and
to hold French-language film
festivals.

Originally, the French lan-
guage helped bring far-flung
colonies under French rule. To-
day, the leaders of countries
where French is spoken use the
fact that they share this lan-
guage as a reason for collabo-
rating in order to strengthen
each other.

La Francophonie is a com-
munity, based on a common lan-
guage, which believes in the
unity and diversity of cultures.
In 1985, Boutros Boutros-Ghalli,
then Egyptian minister of for-
eign affairs (and now Secretary
General of the United Nations)
called French “the language of
non-alignment.”

Leopold Sedar Senghor, the
formerpresident of Senegal,and
one of the first leaders to push
for summit meetings, said that
Frenchisn’tjust apractical com-
mon language for use in admin-
istration and education.
Senghordefined the Frenchlan-
guage as “a way of thinking and
of action: a certain way of ask-
ing the question and of finding
solutions...thanksto alanguage
which contains all the richness
of centuries.” @
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TV Rroun The Giose

Eanadian children love to
watch Bibi the puppet and his
human friend Genevieve on the
French-language cable Canal
Famille. Children all over Eu-
rope enjoy this Canadian pro-
ductionon TV5, aninternational
French-language channel that
is one of the big success stories
of La Francophonie. This chan-
nel is truly a window on the
world, offering news and enter-

tainment via satellite to view-

ers in North America, Europe,
Africa and the Caribbean.

TV5 started in 1983 when
three French channels, along
with French-language channels
in Belgium and Switzerland,
formed a company to distribute
programs by satellite through-
out Europe and the Mediterra-
nean region.

The idea of television as a
means of communication
among people
who

share the French language and
as an instrument for multilat-
eral co-operation appealed to
LaFrancophonie leaders. Sum-
mit participants supported and
expanded the project.

In 1986, the Canadian and
Québec television industries
formed a consortium and joined
TV5. As well as the CBC, Radio
Québec, TV-Ontario, and sev-
eral private broadcasters are
involved. Broadcasts started in
1988.

Today, through cable, TV5
Québec-Canadareaches 1.6mil-
lion homes in Québec, 3.4 mil-
lion in the rest of Canada, and
another 3 million in the United
States. TV5 Europe reaches 40
countries in Europe, the Middle
East and North Africa. TV5 Africa
and TV5 Latin America and the

Caribbean have been
onthe air since 1992.
Eventually, TV5
may also reach
» other countries.

From the Ca-
nadian perspec-
tive, viewers here
have achancetowatch
international programs,
.while our producers ben-

efit from exposure abroad.
Canada has also
played a big part in get-
ting TV5 Africa on the air.
ACCT pays the cost of Afri-
can programming contribu-
tions to TV5. Funds were also

set aside to put TV5 Africa
on satellite.

TV5 Africastaff worked with
Canadian experts to study a
cheap method of distribution
through microwave transmis-
sion in Dakar, Senegal. Now at
least 5000 homes in that city
receive TV5.

Gilles Desjardins, vice-
president of DTI Telecom
Inc., a Montréal consulting
company, helped get the
project started with Cana-
dian government funding.
His solution was to use a sat-
ellite dish to receive the TV5
signal from space. From the
dish, the signal goes to alarge
antenna, which re-transmits
it. Any home with an inex-
pensive antenna can then re-
ceive the programs. So far,
similar projects have been
installed in the largest cities
of Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger,
Benin and Ivory Coast.

“TV5 is a big success in Af-
rica,” he says, because, while
colour TV sets are popular con-
sumer items (more people have
TV sets than telephones), there
isn’t much choice in program-
ming. In some countries, there
is only one national TV station,
broadcasting for a limited time
each day.

And, Desjardins suggests,
“opening a country to the world”
can help strengthen newly-es-
tablished democracies. wn
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Go-operanion In Tue Fooo Inoustry

nanada has some of the

highest food industry stand-
ards in the world. When you
buy a quart of 2% milk, you
know you are getting exactly
that. When you buy jam, you
can read the ingredients on
the label. When you buy meat,
youcanbeconfidentithasbeen
kept refrigerated.

In many developing coun-
tries, however, things are not
as sophisticated. Countries
that want to export food prod-
ucts to Europe or North
America have to learn how to
improve production methods
and meet tougher regulations.

The Food Research and De-
velopment Centre (FRDC) of
Agriculture Canada, based in

Saint-Hyacinthe, Québec,has a
special program to help devel-
oping countries learn from our
expertise. Established in 1990
in collaboration with ACCT, the
program allows the FRDC to
work with similarresearch cen-
tres in several developing coun-
tries. They share information
on conservation methods, steri-
lization, bottling, packaging, etc.
For example, it is now working
on natural food colouring addi-
tives with a university research
centre in Viet Nam.

The program also encour-
ages partnerships among small
and medium-sized food process-
ing companiesin Canadaandin
developing countries. A Cana-
dian company may help a juice

producer in Africa improve its
product. In return, it may be
guaranteed supplies of juice con-
centrate. Current projects in-
clude Senegalese hibiscus juice
and Moroccan red wine.

In 1993, the FRDC helped
the Québec Food Processors As-

~sociation (AMPAQ) hold a con-

ference on technology and food
quality. Marco Lagimoniére, di-
rector of international co-opera-
tion for AMPAQ), alsotravelled to
Ivory Coast to give a week-long
seminar to 30 participants from
eight countries on product qual-
ity. He says the key is to work
together. “If you go there saying
you know everything, it won’t
work. You have to adapt your
ideas to the reality there.” w»

u '

ur participation in La

Francophonie is vital for the
development of Québec,” says
Rene Leduc, director of the
Québec government’s La
Francophonie office.

Besides the cultural and
political benefits of membership,
Québec wants to promote eco-
nomic ties through La
Francophonie. For example,
Québec encourages co-opera-
tion among small and medium-
sized companies in Québec and
similar businesses in develop-
ing countries.

Québec publishers have en-

tered into joint ventures with
publishersin Mali, Senegal and
Ivory Coast. The African com-
panies mainly publish school
textbooks. “If you want to de-
velop competitive national pub-
lishing houses in Africa, you
have to do it by means of part-
nerships with publishers who
have a lot of experience,” says
Mr. Leduc.
Accesstoloansisfundamen-
tal to the growth of small busi-
nesses. In Québec, credit un-
ions have an important place in
the economy. Members of credit
unions have control over the

pomotes Economic Ties

credit union’s funds, and can
borrow from them. Québec re-
cently announced a program to
help credit wunions in
francophone Africa. It offers
training to managers of exist-
ing credit unions, and helps de-
velop computerized systems for
co-operative banks.

Another field in which
Québec shares its expertise is
energy. The Energy Institute of
La Francophonie, based in
Québec City, sponsorsseminars
both here and in developing
countries, and puts out techni-
cal publications. o
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Ihe next time you complain
about hauling home a heavy
textbook or not being able to
find a book in the school library,
imagine what student life must

be like in many parts of Africa.

In many schools, there’s only
one textbook for every 100 stu-
dents. Illiteracy and school drop-
out rates are high. :

The ministers of education of
La Francophonie, meeting in
Montréal in 1992, set out to

changethat: they set a goal ofone .

book per studentbythe year2002.
Other priorities are:
* support for the teaching of
French;

* teacher training;

* professional and techni-
cal training;

* distance training programs.

Books recently prepared
with the support of La
Francophonie organizations,

such as a children’s encyclope-
dia of Africa, are distributed in
several countries. A French pro-
gram developed in Viet Nam is
being adapted for Creole- and
Arab-speaking countries.
Training is crucial for eco-
nomic development. Many
young people in rural Africa, for
example, don’t have the techni-

" cal and professional skills they

need to find jobs.

Distance training programs
permit institutions to collaborate
and exchange teaching materials.
For example, universities share
expertise in fields such as health
and municipal administration. w»

n Recocnimion For Acanin

La
Francophonie is very important
for New Brunswick’s francophone
population. “Forthe Acadian peo-
ple, this is a way of recognizing
that we have equal status,” says
Mirelle Cyr, director of co-opera-
tionfortheprovince’s department
of intergovernmental affairs.

She adds there areeconomic
benefits to attending summit
meetings: “It is the only place
where Premier Frank McKenna
has direct access to world heads
of state. Weneed tobecome more
competitive, and to do business-
with the world. We can make
contacts and our expertise be-
comes well-known.”

Fishingis an important part
of the economy for many mem-
bers of La Francophonie. But
many countries need to improve
knowledge in areas such as fish
processing techniques, naviga-
tion, safety procedures, and the
management of fish stocks so

that overfishing doesn’t occur.

New Brunswick, which has
a well-known fishery school, is
funding a network of similar
schools in La Francophonie
countries. The first step will be
to identify the schools and their
specialties. The network will
create links between schools,
encouraging the exchange of
knowledge, teaching materials
and teachers.

New Brunswick has also
launched a four-year project to
help women in a rural area of
Benin become more economi-
cally self-sufficient. The project
will help women learn to read,
borrow from a bank or credit
union, do market studies, and
set up small co-operative busi-
nesses. For example, they could
dry or can mangoes, which are
currently only eaten fresh.

Women from New Bruns-
wick who own small businesses
orhave other skills will travel to

Benin. Women from Benin will
cometoCanada. Theywilllearn
from each other. Ms. Cyr says,
for example, that women in
Benin may not have sophisti-
cated technical knowledge, but
they are very skilled at organiz-
ingand sharmg responsibilities.
But it is the University of
Moncton’s International Centre
of Common Law in French that
really put New Brunswick on
the Francophonie map. The cen-
tre offers a variety of French-
language courses on common
law. Some countries which are
members of both the Common-
wealth and La Francophonie,
Canada, Mauritius, Vanuatu
and St. Lucia, use common law.
Some countries do not use com-
mon law, but do business with
countries that do. The univer-
sity also has a legal translation
centre whichrecently translated
the constitution of Mauritius
from English into French. w»
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Tur Gommonweaum

NOTES T0 TEAGHERS AND STUDENTS

90uRces, Gowmacrs ano Anivires

Following is a list of addresses to which you can write
for further information on the Commonwealth

If you. would like a free
subscription to Commonwealth
Currents, a bimonthly news-
letter including news about
Commonwealth activities and
issues, contact:

Commonwealth Liaison Unit

126 York St., Suite 402

Ottawa, Ontario

K1N 5T5

I:ormore information on Com-
monwealth Secretariat publica-
tions, including a price list of Com-
monwealth publications relating
to youth and drugs, youth and
enterprise, youth policy, and pub-
lications on sustainable develop-
ment, the environment, human
rights and Commonwealth Sci-
ence Council publications, write:

Publications Section

Commonwealth Secretariat

Marlborough House

Pall Mall

London

SW1Y S5HX

England

Ihe Secretariat’'s Common-
wealth Youth Programme pub-
lishes a free newsletter called In

Common. For more information -

on this or other activities related
to youth, or issues that affect
women, write:

Women’s and Youth Affairs

Division

Commonwealth Secretariat

Mariborough House

Pall Mall

London

SW1Y 5HY

England

I:or more information about this
year's Commonwealth Games,
write to:

Victoria Commonwealth
Games Society

P.O. Box 1994

Victoria, B.C.

V8w 3M8

Ihe Commonwealth Youth
Service Awards offers five cash
prizes annually to youth groups
which have made outstanding
contributions to their communi-
ties. Winners demonstrate inno-
vative approaches to solving so-
cial problems which are relevant
to young people across the Com-
monwealth. Every year, Canada
submits two projects to the com-
petition. Forfurtherinformation,
write:

Commonwealth Liaison Unit

126 York St., Suite 402

Ottawa, Ontario

K1N 8T5

Ihe Commonwealth Scholar-
ship and Fellowship Plan offers
graduate students academic ex-
change and research opportuni-
ties. Since the start of the CSFP
in 1960, more than 17 000
scholars and fellows have been
able to study across the Com-
monwealth. If you dream of do-
ing graduate work in England,
Australia or any other Common-
wealth country, contact:

Canadian Bureau

of International Education

220 Laurier Ave., Suite 1100

Ottawa, Ontario

K1P 5Z9

Ihere is also an annual essay
competition, opentoall schoolsinthe
Commonwealth. There are four top-
ics foreach of four age groups. Prizes
rangefrominternational andregional
travel tocash andbook awards. There
are also special prizes in each age
group for entrants with a disability.
This year’s competition closed 1
March 1994, but there’s always next
year. For information write:

Commonwealth Essay

Competition

Royal Commonwealth Society

18 Northumberiand Ave.,

London

WC2N 5BJ

England

Ihe League for the Exchange of
Commonwealth Teachers (LECT)

organizes exchangesamong some
500 teachers every year. Com-
monwealth Times, the quarterly
newsletter, is available from:

LECT

7 Lion Yard

Tremadoc Road

London

SW4 7NQ

England

If you would like to be more
involved in the Commonwealth,
become a member of the Royal
Commonwealth Society (RCS). To
find the branch nearest you, orto
find out how to take part in the
National Student Commonwealth
Forum, write:

Royal Commonwealth Society,

Ottawa Branch '

1386 Richmond Rd.,

P.0. Box 32072

Ottawa, Ontario

K2B 1A1
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l:or more information about
Commonwealth Non-Govern-
mental Organizations NGOs) in
Canada, write:

Commonwealth Liaison Unit

126 York St., Suite 402

Ottawa, Ontario

K1N 5T5

l:or more information about
Canadian development aid
projects abroad, contact:

Canadian International

Development Agency

200 Promenade du Portage

Hull, Québec

K1A 0G4

Ihe International Develop-
ment Research Centre supports
research designed to help adapt
science and technology to the
needs of developing countries,
contact:

International Development

Research Centre

P.O. Box 8500

Ottawa, Ontario

K1G 3H9

lf you are curious about
RADARSAT, write:

Canada Centre

for Remote Sensing

588 Booth St.,

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0Y7

If you have any questions
about Canadian foreign policy,
contact:

Foreign Affairs and

International Trade Canada

Infoex Division (MKI)

125 Sussex Drive

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0G2

3unﬂ[snuus Anuur Amnums

Appomt a team of students to clip newspaper and magazine

- articles about the April elections in South Africa. Have

the team summarize the latest news and lead a class .
discussion.

. Head a novel or short story by one of the new Commonwealth -

writers and then write a book report :

7 J leaders of both La Francophonle and the Commonwealth

strongly believe that sports can help young people leam impor- -

- - tant values. Imagine that a benefactor has given you $10,000
‘to design a sports project for young people. As a class, choose

a sport, - set the goals -of your program, outline a budget
(equipment, facilities, publicity, etc.), and suggest how you

~ would attract kids and coaches to the program. Discuss how
_.you would involve young people who are not very good at

sports.

You runinto someone who says: “The Commonwealthis justan
outdated vestige of British colonialism. Ourimportant economic

~ ties are with the United States. Canada should forget about the
- Commonwealth.” What is your response? ‘

Accordingr to the Harare Declaratiorr, issued by the Com-

-~ monwealth Heads of Government in 1991: “The special
~strength of the Commonwealth lies in the combination of the
diversity of its members with their shared inheritance in lan-
- guage, culture and the rule of law.” Desrgn a poster illustrating
this statement:. If you prefer, your poster could illustrate one.or

~ - more of the Slngapore Pnnmples

Prepare a presentatlon forthe class on the music of a Common-
“ “wealth or Francophonie member country, such as Jamaica,
“France, Australia, or Viet Nam

. 4 When the Commonwealth Heads of Government metin Cyprus
++-in 1993, they noted that young people represent a large and
" ever-growing. proportion of the population of the Common-

wealth. They affirmed “the importance of the unique role which

. young people could play in tackling priority issues includ-

ing the protection of the rights of youth and children, HIV/
AIDS, creating employment opportunities and combating the

- abuse of drugs and alcohol.” Write a letter to Hon. Ethel

Blondin-Andrew, Secretary of State (Training and Youth) in
which you suggest ways in which young people can better
participate in forming Canada’s policiés on youth issues. What
issues should be the top priority in Canada? Do Canada’s

policies influence other Commonwealth countries?

18
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NOTES T0 TEAGHERS AND STUDENTS

oounces, Gonraers AnD Activies

Io contact ACCT, write:
Agence de coopération culturelle
et technique

13 quai André Citroen

75015 Paris

France

Ihe goal of CONFEMEN is to
encourage education to meet the
economic and social development
needs of member countries, and to

share experiences and expertise in
this field.
. Conférence des ministres
de I'éducation nationale
des pays d’expression frangaise
(CONFEMEN)
B.P. 3220
Dakar
Sénégal

]his Francophonie organization
focuses on the training of instructors
and group leaders. It organizes the
Francophones Games.

Conférence des ministres

de la jeunesse et des sports

(CONFEJES)

B.P.3314

Dakar

Sénégal

]his federal government of-
fice promotes Canada’s official
languages:

Promotion des langues officielles

Secrétariat d’Etat de Canada

15, rue Eddy, piéce 7C1

Hull, (Québec)

K1A OM5

]his association helps promote
LaFrancophonie week activities, and
publishes a newsletter called Au fil
des jours:

Assoclation canadienne

d’éducation de langue frangaise

(ACELF)

268, rue Marie de I'lncamation

Québec, (Québec)

G1N 3G4

]his organization helps businesses
make contacts with companies in
other francophone countries, and
encourages investments, technology
transfers, partnerships and other
types of economic co-operation.

Forum Francophone des affaires

330, rue Saint-Antoine Quest.,

Bureau 5200

Montréal (Québec)

H2Y 3X7

I:or more explanation about
Québec’sroleinLaFrancophonie,
contact: ’

Direction de la Francophonie

Ministére des Affaires

internationales

Edifice Hector-Fabre

525, boulevard René-Lévesque est

Québec (Québec)

G1R 5R9

]his body advises the Québec

government on language policy -

issues.
Conseil de la langue frangaise
800, Place d'Youville
Québec (Québec)
G1R 3P4

]his Québec government agency
does research on French linguistics
andterminology, and helpsbusinesses
in the province to operate in French.

Office de la langue frangaise

Tour de la Bourse

B.P. 316, Place Victoria

Montréal (Québec)

H2Z 1G8

I:or more information about
sharing expertise in the field of
energy, contact:

Institut de I'énergie des pays

ayant en commun l'usage

de francais

56, rue Saint-Pierre 3e etage

Québec (Québec)

G1K 4A1

[ or more information about New
Brunswick’s involvement in La
Francophonie, write:

Affaires Intergouvernementales

Nouveau Brunswick

B.P. 6000

Fredericton (Nouveau Brunswick)

E3B 5H1

[ or more information about
programs in the food technology field:

Agriculture Canada

Centre de recherche et de

développement sur les aliments

3600 boul. Casavant ouest

Saint-Hyacinthe ( Québec), J2S 8E3

]he Office franco-québécois pour
la jeunesse organizes exchanges in
france for young people between the
ages of 17 and 35. This program is
available only to Quebec residents.
Fields of interest include commerce,
communications, culture, international
law, environment, management,
technology and tourism. Write:

Office franco-québécois

pour la jeunesse

1441, boul. René-Lévesque puest

Bureau 301

Montréal (Québec), H3G 177

]oﬁnd out more about the programs
you can watch on TV5, write:

TVS5 - Latélévision internationale

Consortium de télévision Québec

Canada

1755 boul. René-Lévesque est.

Bureau 101

Montréal (Québec), H2K 4P6

]he annual book L’année
francophoneinternational, which
reviews the year’s cultural and
political news, as well as news from
various Francophonie organizations,
is put together by:

Groupe d’études et de recherches

sur la Francophonie

Faculté des lettres

Université Laval

Québec (Québec), G1K 7P4
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L’ANNEE FRANCOPHONE
INTERNATIONALE
Bilan 1992.

PERSPECTIVES

This is published annually by
ACCT, in collaboration with a
number of international
francophone associations.

ETATDELAFRANCOPHONIEDANS

LE MONDE.

Données 1991 et 6 enqugtes inédites.

Haut conseil de la francophonie

La documentation Francaise - Paris,

1991

This book looks at the current state of
the French language, the teaching of
French, French culture, communica-

tions, and the use of French in sci-

ence and technology.

FORCES

Economiec, social and cultural
quarterly

Fall, 1987

This special bilingual issue on
America and International
Francophonie was published for the
1987 Québec Summit.

ECHOS
no. 56, 1989-1990
A special issue of this publication,
from France, on la Francophonie.
La Francophonie. L’emergence
d’une alliance?
Jean-Louis Roy
Editions Hurtubise HMH Litee.,
Montréal, 1989.
The author of this book is now
director-general of ACCT.
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lmage you are sent to observe an election in a Francophome or
Commonwealth country that has not known democracy for many

years. A citizen comes.up and asks, “What is an election? Why
should I bother to vote.” What would you say?

v . 'f you getTV,-S on cable at home, watch a program that interests
~-7 you and report to your class on what you saw. '

HeSearch a Francophonie member couritry and write a profile of it |
~"looking at:.languages spoken, religions, ethnic groups, climate,
. economic base, trading partners, type of government, etc., What
does the country you chose share in common with Canada” What
s -are the main dlfferences'7

o If you llve ina mamly Engllsh-speaklng area, find out more about

. the francophone communities in your province. How big are they?

-~ Where are they located? How did they come to be there? How do

s the'people maintain their language and traditions? If you live in

;. Quebec or New Brunswick, discuss how important it is for your
<. province to be a member of La Francophonie.

e Eood" teaching is crucial if French is to maintain its place as an

important world language. Suggest ways in which your school

7 -~ board might improve the way French is taughtin your system.

' 3 “smg adictionary, find 20 French words that have come from other
~ languages.

Ihrough discussion, list as many French words or phrases as you

__canthatare commonly usedin Enghsh (eg: ala carte, RSVP). Find
.. five words that are spelled the samein French and English; do they
; have the same meamngs” ’

vlf there are any class members who speak Ianguages other than )
English ask them to list words they use. that are denved from
: French : .

“smg this booklet encyclopedlas almanacs and news maga-

- zines, come up with five questions each (nothing too obscure) that

can be used in a game of Francophonie (or Commonwealth) trivia.
Make a note of your sources in case someone challenges the
accuracy of your questions or answers. Divide the class into two

- teams. Take turns asking questions you have prepared. Eachteam

.- gets a point if someone answers correctly, two points if itis a really

~“-hard question. Questions can cover geography, politics, the arts;

.etc. Here are a couple of starters: In what part of the United States

~ “would you eat Cajun food (Cajun is a corruption of the word

- Acadian)? (Louisiana). What Francophonie member used o be
- ~*known as the Belgian Congo? (Zaire).

VOu are expecting a visitor from another country for dinner. You
want your guest to feel at home, so you plan a menu that includes
dishes from that country. What will be on your menu for either a
Senegalese, St. Lucian, or Romanian visitor? What main ingredi-

" = ents will you have to buy?
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