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barvison’s abanual,
SIXTH EDITION:

will be ready for distribution during
1897. Send us your order in advance
for this valuable volume of municipal
law, and you will receive it as soon as
issued,

Clatk’s fMbagistrate’s Adanual

THIRD EDITION:
REVISED, ENLARGED AND IMPROVED.

In the preparation of this edition of
the Manual, the English and Canadian
cases decided since the publication of the
lasy edition are all noted, together with
the numerous changes of the statute law
and criminal code of 1892.

To justices of the peace, mayors and
reeves, who find it necessary to act as a
magistrate in their municipalities, this
book will be found very useful and save
them the trouble of looking up and
oterpreting the statutes in complicated
cases. Price, $5.00, leather.

Lytie’'s Rate Tables.

FOR COLLEOTORS ROLLS:

This valuable little work is intended
to assist clerks in entering taxes in the
collector’s roll. It gives rates by tenths
of a mill from one to nine and nine-
tenths mills. The author, a clerk of
considerable experience, knowing what
was wanted, issued the work, which
should be in the office of every clerk.
Price, $2.00. |

The Mew Convepancer,
By H. A, O’Brien, Barrister,

Has been prepared with great care
and research, and embodies important
changes not made in any other Convey-
ancer published. The forms are concise,
but complete, useless verbiage being
omitted. Full explanations are given
g0 as to make each form adaptable to
varying circumstances. It can safely be
used by stndents and others unfamiliar
with legal terms. Bound in half calf,
price §3.75.
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Bitches and Ulatercourses Fct
1894,
WITH AMENDMENTS OF 1895-6-

George F. Henderson, Osgoode Hall, Barrister
at-Law,

A Hand-book of Procedure containing
the recent changes in the statute law,
with judicial interpretations of the same.
The copious annotations, explanatory
references and a carefully prepared
digest of reported cases in Ontario
courts bearing upon the subject make
the work of especial nse to township
clerks, township engineers and survey-
ors, as well as members of the legal
profession. Price, §1.00.

Drainage Laws.
WITH AMENDMENTS OF 1896°6.
Consolidated in one book, neatly bound
in cloth, complete index.

The Drainage Act, 1894.
The Ditches and Watercourses Act,
The Tile, Stone and Timber Drainage Act.

Price, 30 cents.

Qollectors’ Guide,

By J. M. Glenn, LL, B., of Osgoode Hall,
Barrister-at-Law.

For the information of Collectors of
Taxes in Oatario. This valuable pamph-
let contains the provisions of the law to
date relating to collection of taxes, with
explanatory notes and decisions of the
courts affecting the same, forms, ete.,
Price, paper, 50c.; cloth, 75c.

The Assessor’s and Collector’s Guide
in one volume ; cloth, price, $1.25.

Hssessors’ Guide,

By J M. Glean, LL. B., of Osgoode Hall,
Barrister at-Law.

For the information of assessors and
municipal officers. A complete guide
for the assessment of pr&)perty in Onta-
rio. All diffieult sections of the Aect are
explained, with notes and decisions of
the courts affecting the same.

The office of assessor is a most import-
ant one, but heretofore no comprehensive
guide to the duties of the office has been
available. A most important feature of
the guide is a complete index, Price,
paper, 50¢.; cloth, 75¢c.

The Assessor’s and Collector’s Guide
in one volume ; cloth, price; §1.25.

dongolidated Public Health HEcts,

WITH AMENOMENTS,

These should be supplied to the mems

bers of every local board of health.
Price, 20c. each ; six for $1.00,

(elele]

Our customers will please re-
member the following suggestions:

> Sl 0.

Use the blank forms supplied
when sending orders.

Qi

Give full divections as to jfor-
warding by mail or express.
o o

Parcels may be divided and
sent hy mail when an express
office is not convenienl.

Q 0
1t is cheaper to have small par-
cels forwarded by prepaid express.
0. o

Make all payments to THE
MUNICIPAL WORLD by
postal, or express order, or regis-
terved letter. Bank checks should
be “payable at par in St.Thomas”
or collection charges added.
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We keep the most complete
stock of Municipal Blank Forms,
and guarantee them to be correct
and practical. All supplies ordered
may be returned when not satis-

factory.
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ST, THOMAS.

1.

Calendar for January and February, 1896

Legal, Educational, Municipal and Other

Appointments.

JANUARY.

New Year's Day. ' e :

By-laws for establishing and withdrawal of union of municipalities for High School
purposes take effect.—H. 8. Act, Section 7 (1). ;

Trustees’ Annual Report to Inspectors, due —P. 8. Act, Section 40 (13).

By-law establishing Township Boards takes effect —P. 8. Act, Sec ion (54).

Separation of Junior Township takes effect.—Mun. Act, Rection 28.

2. Polling day for Trustees in Public and Separate Schools.—P. 8. Act, Section 102 (3) ;
S. S. Aect, Section 31 (2). . !
6. High School open, second term.—H. 8. Act, Section 42.
Pu%)liﬂ and Separate Schools open.—P. 8. Act, Section 173 (1); 173 (2); S. S. Act,
Seection 79 (1).
Trustees’ Report on Truancy to Department, due.
Election day. ; ) '
10. Last day for ﬁleorks(‘ tt,‘o malksebreturn to Bureaun of Industries under Debentures Registration
:t, R. 8. 0. Chap. 186.
Clexflx::i Mu uicipalit,ypto be notified by Separate School supporters of their withdrawal.
—8. S. Act, Section 47 (1). : N
14, Annual Reports of Boards of Trustees in Cities and Towns to Department, due.—P. 8,
Act, Section 107 (12).
Names and addresses of Separate School Trustees and Teachers to be sent to Department.
—8. S. Act, Section 28 (12).
Annual Report of High School Boards to Department, due.—H. 8. Act, Section 14 (12).
Names and addresses of Public School Trustees and Teachers to be sent to Township
Clerk and Iuspretor.—P. S. Act, Section 40 (10).
Annual Reports of Separate Schools to Department, due.—8. 8. Act, Section 28 (18);
ion 32 (9). %
Minslﬁzt: of R (U? 8. 8 Trustees’ Annual Meeting to Department, due.
15. Applications for Legislative apportionment for inspection of Public Schools in cities and
3 towns separated from the county, to Department, due, y
Last day for makiog veturns Birihs, Desths and Marriages, registered for half-year
ending 31st December.—R. 8. 0., Chap. 40, Section 6. ok
Last day for Treasurcrs of Municipalities mdebtec} npglgr Municipal Loan Fund Act, to
make return of Taxable Property, Debt and Liabilities to Provincial Treasurer.
First meeting of Public Schools 1n Cities, Towns and Incorporated Villages.—P. S. Act,
Section 106 (1). ; b2 . :
20. Counsils of Townships, Villages, Towns and Cities to hold their first meeting at 11
o’clock a. m.—Mun. Act, Section 223. ;
Trustees of Police Villages to hold their first meeting at noon.
By-law withdrawing from Union Health District takeﬁ effect.,
Lf;mbem of Free f.ibw.ry Boards to be appointed by Councils in Cities, Towns and
Villages. —¥ree Libraries Act, Section 3. i
Councils to appoint Members of Local Boards of Health.—Public Health Act, Section 40.
Appointment of High School Trustees by Municipal Councils. —H 8. Act, Section 11 (3).
98, County touncils to %:old first meeting at 2 p. m. at County Hall or Court House.
; County Treasurer to submit to Cnunty Councils Report of the State of Non-Resident
Land Fund.—Assessment Act, Section 220, L ;
31, Last day for all Councils to make returns to Bureau of Industries of the debt of their
; corpomtion..—Mun. Act, Section 382.
FEBRUARY.
Railway Companies to transmit to Clerks of Municipalities statements of
> hs%giul'zv:;rl’ro ert‘){ —-Asgrssment. Act, Section 26.
Last day for Collectors to return their Roll and pay over Proceeds.— Assessment Act,
i 2.
hs?e(f:;o?olscounty Treasurer to furnish Clerks of Local Municipalities with List of
Lands in Arrears for Taxes for three years, — Assessment Act, Section 140,
5. TFirst meeting of Board of Education at 7 p. m., or such other hour as may-have heen

lution of former Board at the usual place of meeting of such Board ——
e X thools Act, Section 106 ; High Schools Act, Section 13,
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The county council of Wellington at
their last session commuted the fees pay-

able to the Clerk of the Peace at $1,700
per annum,

*

sections should he
ncil as early in the

*
Changes in school
brought before the cou
year as possible.  This is necessary  to
ful'y consider the changes applied for and
pass by-law before the first of May.
3 *

* %

The Deputy-Minister of Education has
notified county clerks that the audited
school amount is no longer required to be
sent to that department, as the informa-
tion reaches them in another report, Sub,-
treasurers of school moneys will not be
supplied with the special from this year.

* " .
In appointing officials for 1896, do not

_consider first the lowest amount for which

any one applicant wil
required of him.
administration of |

Il peiform the duties
Aim to secure efficient

: ocal affairs by appoint-
108 good men at a salary sufficient to en-

courage them to properly perform the
duties of their office, A poor cfficial is

*
* *

The Commercial Travellers “Associa-
tion recently requested the Ontario govern-
ment to appoint a sanitary inspector of
hotels. This is a duty that should be at-
tended to by the license inspector and
officials of the local board of health.
Hotels are a necessity to most of us when

travelling and it should be one of the first

duties of a local board to order a regular
inspection of hotel buildings and premises
and the enforccement of such sanitary
regulation as may be necessary.

The appointment of high schooltrustees
and the question of extra grants the schools
are to receive will occupy the attention of
most county and other councils at their
first meetings. It is generally understood
that the school act is to be thoroughly
revised at  the coming session of the
legislature and rumor states that it is_the
intention to make high schools more self.
sustaining than at present by collecting
fees from pupils attending the schools,
Members of councils desiring particular
amendments to the act should bring the
same before their council and have a peti-

tion prepared for presentation to the legis-
lature,

*
* %

Floating debts so-called are an anoma-
lous condition of the finances of a munj-
cipality. Councils are required each year
to levy a rate sufficient to pay off all liabil-
ities ; if in any one year the expenditures
should exceed the receipts, the council for
the succeeding year is in duty-bound to
include the amount in their estimates in
addition to the expenses for the year,

Councils carrying over large sums from
year to year would have some difficultyin
collecting a floating debt assessment from
those acquiring property after the debt
should have been paid.  Councillors
should be personally liable if they neglect
to raise an estimate sufficient to cover all
expenses and liabilities of their munici-
pality each year,

* #*

The first duty of county councillors is
the election of warden. In many counties
a by-law provides for the appointment of
warden and other officials by ballot. This
is no doubt illegal. A municipality can-
not invest itself with any powers beyond
those conferred by statutory authority or
common law. 'The law of Ontario is so
specific in all cases that if the use of the
ballot in the election of warden was in-
tended, it would have been so expressly
set forth.  Open voting is only recognized
by common law, and by parliament in the
selection of speaker.

The county council of Wellington at
their last December session repealed the
by-law, providing for appointment by hal-
lot and hereafter the warden and other
officials will be appointed by open vote.

L

*

It seems to be the desirs of some coun-
cillors to continually find fault with the
officers and committees appointed to look
after the business of the municipality,
Many are not satisficd with muking their
complaints at the council board or in com-
miitee, but resort to the public press and
other means, to lay their grievances before
the public, with the idea that they will be
looked upon with favor at the next elec-
tion. A perfect municipal officer or com-
mittee has yet to be appointed, and it is
the dutyofcouncillors, not so much to find
fault with, but to assist and advise the
executive committees and appointed offi-
cers with a view to securing the most effi.

cient_apministration of the affairs of their
municipality.

THE MUNICIPAL WORLD

In this issue we announce a change in
connection with the question drawer,
which we believe will be appreciated by
subscribers and municipal officers gener-
ally. In the furure whenever requested
questions submi:ted by subscribers will be
answered free by pust, providirg they are
accompanied by a stamped-addressed
envelope ; precedence in the dispatch of
replies will be given to paid. subscribers.
The questions and answers will also ap-
pear in the following issue of the paper. .

This means a large amount of addi-
tional correspondence, and will make THE
Municipa.  WorLD the most valuable
special publication in Ontario. - We trust
that councilors will show their apprecia-
tion of this change by taking advantage of
our club-rates, to supply each member

and official with a copy ot THE MunNiCIPAL
WorLbp. PR

Township councils will find it of great
assistance to them in determining the ex-
penditure necessary for the year. If, when
sending pathmasters notice of their ap-
pointment, they include a blank schedule
to be filled up and ieturned by the path-
masters, showing first, the location of his
division, the number of culvc its, bvldgps,
ete,, requiring to be built or rebuilt during
the year, and the number of rods o'f road
required to be graded or gravelled. These
reports shou'd be in the hands of the
council a month or more before the
statute labor begins, and before money
grants are made ; the council would then
be in possession of information necessary
to answer ¢ ffectively all applications for
unnecessary expenditure of mon: y in dit-
ferent parts of their township. 71hey can
easily estimate the amount of plank and
other material required to make the neces-
sary repairs to the roads and bridges, and
should be able to economically expend the
funds available for tzis purpose.

= %

The council cf the city of Chatham have
passed a by-law dealing with the question
of assessment of corner lots for local im-

provements, the provisions of which are as
follows :

““In making assessments to defray the cost of
the construction of sidewalks or drains done or
constructed under the provisions of the act and
by-law relating to local improvements, the en-
gineer or other officer, who, fur the time being is
charged with his duty, may, subject to the Board
of Works, make a side allowance not to exceed
one-third of the depth of the lot, for corner lots,
and triangular or other irregular shaped pieces of
land situated at the intersection of sireets ; but
in no ¢ase shall more than fifty feet be allowed off
any lot, and in making such allowance he shall
have due regard 1o the sitnation and superficial
area of such lois, as compared with the adjoining
lots, and prices of land assessable for such im-
provements; provided always that any person
feeling aggrieved at the assessment made by the
engineer or other person, may have the right to
appeal to the court of revision appointed for that
purpose.  Any allowance made in pursaance of
this provision shall be assumed as a portion of the
city's share of the cost of such local improve-
ment.”

The by-law applies only to such works and im-
provements as may be reported on at some meet-
ing of the city couneil held subsequent to the pas-
sage of the by-law.
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A Home for the Destitute in Leeds and
Grenville.

(Brockville Times.)

The Teeds and Grenville House of In-
dustry at Athens, which was on the 29th
November last formally opened, .is a
Monument attesting the advancement of

Umanitarian ideas. In its handsome,
Substantial architecture it speaks for the
material prosperity of the united counties,
but its chief significance is in its purpose—
the provision of a she'ter for those infirm
and aged persons, who by the unkindly
fO'Ce_ of circumstances are cast upon the
charity of the community.

When the project first took practical
shape, the ninety-acre farm of Dr. Giles,
Near Athens, suggested itself as a most
Suitable site. The farm was purchased at

ment, two stories and an attic, the found-
ation being of white sandstone and the
upper portion of brick. Thereare thirteen
rooms in the basement, twelve on the first
floor, and sixteen on the second floor, with
bath rooms, closets, etc., in addition.
The kitchen is 3o feet square.

In addition to the main building there
are the outbuildings, a barn, a pig house
and 2 hen house, The institution is pro-
vided also with an excellent well and with
a cess pcol. The total cost was about
$21,000, exclusive of the furniture. The
cost of the main building being about
$12,600 ;the plumbing and heating con-
tract $2,885 ; the outbuldings, etc., about
$2,200.

Accomodation can be provided for one
hundred inmates. At present there are
sixty-three beds in the institution.

House of Industry Statistics.

COUNTY OF WATERLOO— 28TH ANNUAL REPORT-

I. D. Bowman, inspector Berlin - for year
ending 1st December 1895:

Number of inmates in house.. ... ... «
Number admitted during the year.. 55

" Number of weeks’ board of inmates,ete. 5,716

Net amount expended for support of
inmates and institution.. ..........$7,227 17
Av’ge expense per week for each person  1.26%
o i year ye ¥ 65.69

COUNTY OF WELLAND 7TH ANNUAL REPORT.

Number of inmates inhouse 1st Decem-
ber, 1895
Number of inmates admitted during
BNG PORE s o v S 22
Number of weeks’ board of inmates, ete. 2,689
Net amouut expended for support of

inmates and nstitution............ $3,606.31
Average expense per week.......... 1.34
¢ Iy L T R 69.68

a cost, it is understood, of $3,600. The
t;’“d'“gaﬂ:angements were given in chaige
m :iicommmee of the Counties’ Council
Aa eup of Mr. R. L. Joynt, Reeve of
ugusta ; Mr, R. J. Jelly, Reeve ot Eliza-
0:?:0""3 and Mr. J. B Saunders, Reeve
s Rear of Yonge and Escott. These
. f"f: gentlemen have discharged the duties
ab) € public trust confided to them honor-
¥ ‘}; and well, and the House of Industry,
trib stands to-day, is in itself the best
1bute totheir faithful service.
. }:’e, work of construction throughout
r l.‘.““ thoroughly done, and speaks for
f€lf in the edifice, as it now stands, com-
plete, !
. Irhe.b“”d'}’g as can be seen from the
M d“""‘g printed above, is a solid and
i rSOme edifice, Its dimensions are
© leet by 45 feet. It consists of a base-

The architect, Mr. George A. Allan, of
Brockville has ample ground for satisfac-
tion in the finished structure which has
grown from his plans.

The opening proceedings were in charge
of a committee of the citizens ot Athens,
who took advantage of the occasion to
tender a reception to the County’s council,
between five and six bundred people were
present—refresbments were provided, and
His Honor Judge McDonald had charge
of the program. Dr. Chamberlain, in-
spector of prisons, congratulated thecouncil
upon their enterprise and wisdom in erect-
ing the pioneer charitable institution be-
tween Toronto and Montreal. A small
admission fee was charged and as a result
a handsome sum was raised to assist in
procuring a library for the Institution.

COUNTY OF WELLINGTON-—18TH ANNUAL REPORT.
J. Beattie, inspector, for year ending Ist Dec:,
18856

Number of inmates in house.......... 84
Cost per inmate per week

COUNTY OF ELGIN—Z20TH ANNUAL REPORT.

K. W. McKay, inspector, for year ending lst

November, 1895 : :
Number of inmates in house. .., ...... 58
Number admitted during the year.... 29
Number of weeks’board of inmates,ete. 3,114
Net expense for support of inmates. . .§4,024 99
Average expense per week per inmate , 1.29

Average expense per day per inmate., 18.3-7
This amount is made up as follows :

N LANIORE 15 T B A s e L0487 centa,
Meat, 5:5-70Z. ... .onviv i T OROR. b
Bread, 18.1-7 0%« cvis o vaisses 20154 K 2
S e e SRR e 0165 ¢
PIOTIIONNT o e v o 01207 =%
LT e S AR PR e et L
All other expense. ... . . ........ . 0442 | ¢




CORRESPONDENCE.

This paper is not responsible for opinions expressed by
correspondents. 3

All communications must be accompanied by the name
of the writer, not necessarily for publication, but so that
the publishers wi.l kaow from whom they are received.

Collectors’ Rolls, School Rates, Nomina-
tions, Etc.

To the Editor of Turg MunicieArL WorLp &

Sir,—Like your correspondent, “A
Clerk for 25 Years,” I was very much in-
terested in Mr. McFarlane’s paper on
making up the collectors’ rolls, especially
as he described my own method, except
in sending the trustees the amount of their
section assessments, which I think is a
good idea. I do not understand “A Clerk
of 25 Years’” method of detecting mis-
takes in copying from his school rolls into
the collector’s roll.  Of course, it is quite
easy to check the additions, and so forth,
in making the school rolls, but in copying
a mistake might occur, and the only
method I have tound of detecting such is
‘after adding up the total school rates in
the collector’s roll, to see if it correspouds
with the total of all the school sections.
If “A Clerk of 25 Years” has a shorter
and a surer method I would be pleased
to have him give fuller particulars. There
is another matter touched upon by your
last correspondent that I think requires
amending by the legislature. That is :
A union section united with an incorpor-
ated village does not participate in the
general township school rate, 1 cannot
see what difference it makes to a village
by what method the township part of the
Section raises their portion of the school
rate. There is no necessity of levying
t.bls_ as a special rate only in townships
having sections united with incorporated
villages, and in such townships the clerk
must subtract the assessments of such
union secticn or seetions from the total of
the assessment roll and levy the township
general school rate as a special rate on the
remainder. Another matter discussed in
your last issue is in- connection with the
effcct of Section 116 of the Municipal Act.
1 have always contended that this section
réquires amending by striking out the
words ““and if a poll is demanded, etc.”
You say that, of course, it is the clerk’s
duty to adjourn the proceedings and hold
a'poll whether a poll is demanded or not.
1 would like to have you point out where
the clerk gets his au'hority for so doing.
My opinion is that it he should do so
and any ratepayer were to sue him for the
expzoses incurred, the judge would have
rather a knotty question to decide. The
<lerk would certainly have incurred the
expenses without any authority in law,
‘Then as to taking a show of hands, He
has no authority for that course, either,
and if he should do so and declare the
candidates having the most votes in that

way elected, they would not be legally '

elected. There is no authonty for that,
either. The only way out of the diffi-
culty is to have some elcctor demand a

poll until such time as the legislature
amend the law. No doubt your opinion,
“ that an election by ballot should be held
whetber a poll is demanded or not,” is the
sensible way, out I notice that when any
question of law comes before a judge he
is very particular to hold to the wording
of the law, and not to what it ought to be.
He will say, *“ It is not for me to say what
is or is not intended, but to take the law
as I find it.”
Yours truly,

A CLErRK oF ONLY FivE YEARS,

Assessors.

Assessors are the most important officials
to be appointed at the January session of
local councils. On the correctness of their
work a great deal depends. They must
value all the assessable property within the
municipality on an equitable basis, so that

no one will be imposed on in the payment
of taxes,

*
* *

In addition to this, assessors should
pay particular attention to secusing a cor-
rect return of the population. If this is
overlooked the municipality loses prob-
ably an amount equal to the assessor’s
salary in the matter of the legislative
school grants, which are apportioned in
proportion to the population. Again, the
assessor must be carcful to put on the roll
the names of all who are qualified under
the Manhood Franchise Act, as well as
all owners, tenants, houscholders, farmers’
sons, etc. If this duty is neglected the
council is put to the expense of courts of
revision of the assessment roll, and more
especially the voters’ list, a few complaints
agaiust which will cause expenses sufficient

to pay the usual salary of three or four
a5SES50r18.

¥
* %

Another duty is to be sure and enter a
correct description of all lands assessed in
the roll, whether resident or non-resident.
This is more important where the original
lots have been subdivided into-town lots,
as many of them are generally vacant, and
if returned to the county treasurer for non-
payment of taxes, with an imperfect de-
scription, he is unable to enter them up
in his books until this omission is attended
to, and in some instances this also results

ina payment to the clerk or other official
for extra services.

%
* £

The dogs must ‘not be omitted, and
unless the assessor is careful to give no
notice of his arrival, he will overlook many
of man’s “most faithtul friends,” who have
been consigned to the cellar or other
secure place by those whio delight in de-

frauding their municipality out of the dog
tax.

)

There is still ano
that assessors
Section 42 of t
izes them to d

*
ther important matter
generally never think of.
he Assessment Act author-
emand a statement ‘in writ-
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ing from any person assessable in respect
to personal property in the municipality.
It is a general complaint that many
wealthy people now escape payment of
taxes on income, money, etc. They are
generally the influential residents, who
have no difficulty in securing a continued
assessment at ‘““last year’s rates.” They
will think twice before giving the assessor
an incorrect statement in writing, as Sec-
tion 45 provides a penalty for so doing.

*
* ¥

Many of the complaints of iqequality of
assessment may be remedied if assessors
would avail themselves of the author_lty
conferred by the Act. Councillors acting
in the best interests of their municipality
will appoint a competent assessor. .It is
not necessary to appoint a man simply
because he made application for the office.
Encourage the most competent man you
can find to apply for the position, and we
think sufficient reasons have been given to
show that he should be appointed ata
salary sufficient to pay him for the time
necessary to discharge his duties carefully.

5
* o

The duties of assessors are so numerous
and varied that it is impossible, in these
columns, to explain all their dutes. TIn
order to enable assessors and municipal
officers to avail themselves of the fullest
information in reference thereto, we h.ave
had prepared a complete Assesso.t’s Guide,
which will be ready for distribution about
the 2oth of this month. For further par-
ticulars see our advertising columns.

Rotation in Office.

Looked at in any way, rotation is a per-
petually occurring menace to the stability
of our government. It is a prop of a
falling part and an instrument of fraud.
It is a constant temptation to politiclans
to use public salaries as a fund with whic h
to pay private debts, thus compelling the
people to furnish the means fqr their own
corruption and to defeat their own will.
It wrecks the lives of tens of thousands
of young men by offcting as a bait to
cupidity high wages which outbid the
market. It makes idle expectants of the
industrious, starves the few it feeds, and
lures the mass to vagrancy. It subverts
the true ideal of office, transforming pub-
lic servants into private henchmen and
partisans into camp followers. It degrades
skilled labor and makes the government
an almshouse. It breeds parasites, mar-
kets ciiizenship and suborns public opin-
ion. To sum up, it makes of administra-
tion a choas, of politics a trade and of
principle an interest,—Qliver T. Morton.

Difference.

“And did he ray he remembered me
when I was a girl?”

“Nbo, he said he remembered you when
he was a boy.”
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ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT.

A. W. CAMPBELL,
O.L.S., C.E.y A.M.C.S.y C.E.
EDITOR

Sewers.

The methods employed in assessing for
Sewers in different cities and towns vary
greatly, and the problem of making a sewer
assessment that shall be exactly just to
each one assessed is one that perhaps may
never be solved.

But if we cannot fully solve the problem,
Wwe should still endeavor to adopt a plan
of assessment that shall be as fair and
equitable as possible.

Among the many plans the following are
Perhaps the most prominent for assessing
the costs of sewers :

. In proportion to the benefit received
by the adjoining property. ,

... 2 Inproportion to the value of the ad-

Joining lot.”

. 3. According to the area of the adjoin-
ng lot,

4. According to the frontage of the
adgoming lot,

Yo these might be added the plan of
Spreading all or a part of the cost on the
general tax.roll,

n considering the various methods of

assessment it must be remembered that a
Properly planned and consiructed sewer is
& permanent improvement and that a piece
Of property may receive a benefit from the
Sewers several years after construction even
though it may be of no particular advan-
tage to it at the time of building.
. The objection to an assessment accord-
D@ to the benefits received lies in the
difficulty of determining just how much
€ach adjoining property is benefitted, and
0 the fact that the benefits may vary from
Year to year,

. The judgment of different persons will

iffer so greatly as to the benefit each
Propeity receives that a great deal of dis-
Satisfaction and ill-feeling will be engen-

ered no matter what amount is decided
upon. The difficulty of assessing accord-
Ing to the value of the lot lies in the fact
that lots in the suburhs or residence por-
tion of the town are worth only a fraction
S much as ‘those in the business centre,
and perhaps receive just as much benefit.
Again the value of a lot changes from year
10 year Also the sewer is apt to cost
Just as much on a street in the outskirts of
4 town as in the very centre. When only
One method of assessment is emp'oyed the
plan of assessing in proportion to the area
Of the lot drained is a very equitable way
Ol Imposiug a tax for sewer purposes.

, +0€ entire cost of the sewers for the
district to be drained: including cost of
Outlet, main sewers, lateral sewcrs, and any
?lher ltems that may occur should be
l:lie;\] and the cost assessed against any
i should be in propottion to the area of

atlot to the total area of distret sewered.
i ssessments made in proportion to ths
Ontage is the simplest and possibly the

most equitable system ; the same plan as
above is followed with the exception that
the frontage of the lot is taken instead of
the area. Here an icjustice arises on ac-
count of a difference in the depth of the
lots, the irregular shape of such lots and
because some lots are on a corner. In
the case of a corner lot, the unfairness can

. be adjusted by assessing against only one-

half of the frontage, limiting the size of a
corner lot to within certain dimensions.
Probably the most satisfactory results can
be obtained by judiciously combining two
or more methods as local conditions may
require, thus correcting any injustice that
might arise from using and one method
singly. Especially is this'true of a com-
bination of the plans of assessing according
to the area and frontage of the adjoining
lots.

The above methods of assessing apply
particularly where the sewers for the whole
district are built at the same time.

Where the sewers are built piecemeal
the plans and estimates should be made
for the whole town or district to be drain-
ed. A sewer fund could then be created
by ‘either a general or a special tax for
enough to build the outlet and the main
sewers. As the lateral sewers are built,
the remaining part of the estimated cost
could be assessed against the adjoining
property. The remaining part of the cost
due from the property adjoining the main
sewers could be assessed when the mains
are built, when the property is connected
or when the whole system has been built.

In designing a system of sewers very
often deep cuts are necessary in some
places in order to accommodate other por-
tions of the district.

In assessing for the connecting sewers
by which is meant that portion of the
house-drans lying in the street, it is mani-
festly unjust for those adjoining a deep
cut to pay more than those for whose
benefit the deep cut was made, but who
perchance adjoin a shallow cut. Either
the average cost of a connecting sewer
should be assessed against each property
connected, or the average cost per foot
should be taken and the cost assessed
according to that.

In the latter case the length of the con-
necting sewer should be reckoned from
the centre of the street on which the
sewer is built ; this is to equalize matters
when for some reason the main lateral
sewer is thrown to one side of the street.

There are many other plans of sewer
assessment which are perhaps, according
to some people’s judgment, fully as good or
better than those mentioned above.

The above methods must be taken in a
general sense, and they may be modified
or altogether changed by local circum-
stances. )

In many places there is a very good
practice in vogue of dividing the total as-
sessment into several parts and spreading
them over a series of years making one
part payable each year; of course, charg-
ing interest for the parts carried over the

first payment. By this means those whose
income is small are enabled to easily pay
their assessment, which might be quite a
hardship if they were compelled to pay it
all at one time.

If any one wishes to pay the assessment
at once and thus save interest he is allow-
ed to do so.

Salvage Corps.

The bustle and excitement incident to
a fire create a need for something besides
water and fire apparatus. Cool heads, and
ability rapidly to organize all available
assistance in removing or protecting en-
dangered chattels, with a knowledge how
best to act, are of great value. These
advantages can be best obtained by pre-
vious preparation, and by creating a sal-
vage corps connected with or independent
of a fire department.

Such an organization, independent of
the other department, is undoubtedly the
best in large towns ; but if the authorities
do not provide for it, then the department
itself, even if it consists only of ¢ne com-
pany, ought to detail a squad of its own
members, whose duty it should be to give
particular attention to this branch of the
service. They should be men of character,
so that they may influence or control those
who may be present ; ard they should be
familiar with the best mode of handling
furniture and other property of weight
and value, and should possess ability to
decide promptly and retain their presence
of mind. They should be clothed with
special police authority, and should have
absolute control of the imperilled property,
and should bave power to call upon and
direct such other cilizens as may be need-
ed to give their service.

Such a corps, if it has no appliances,
but simply the brains and hands of its
members, will be invaluable ; but it in
addition, it shall be furnished with a light
wagon or cart loaded with apparatus and
tools, its ability and value will be largely
increased. It should have a supply of
common axes and pickaxes, crowbars,
handtrucks, pails, lanterns, short ladders,
step-ladders, and plenty of rope with stakes
to form a cordon around property remov-
ed or across streets.  Especially should it
be provided with rubber, canvas or oil-
cloth covers varying in size from twelve to
thirty feet square. At least one of these
blankets shouid be about twelve feet
square, of canvas bound with small rope
and with a number of looped handles,
thus forming a catch-all both for person
and property. One or two chemical ex-
tinguishers may be added for use in the
absence of the other department of the
service,— Canadian Fire Light and Waler.

In France, wagon tires are from three
to ten inches wide, usually from four to
six, depending upon the weight of the
load, In Germany, the law prescribes
that wagons for heavy loads must have a
width of tire of not less than four inches.
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County Roads.

‘meeting of the Executive Com-
mi?t::eao;nthe Snnrio Good Roads Asso-
ciation held in the city of Guelph on
Wednesday, the i11th day of Dgcember,
1895, the following resolution was

ed:
pa?\/ﬁ)ved by J. F. Beam, seconded by
Allan Macdougall,

1. That we recommmend the: county
roads system as best adapted to advance

road 1mprovement in the Province of
Ontario.

2. That county roads should form a

system connectiog all local municipalities
in a county, '
3. That the basis of assuming county

road mileage in local municipalities should
be that of equalized value.

4. That county roads when assumed

should be maintained by general county
rate.

This is the first recommendation
adopted by the association, and in prescnt-
ing it for consideration the attention of
municipal officers and the public gener-
ally is directed to the following informa-
tion relating to some of the county roads
in the Province of Ontario and systems
recently adopted in the United States :

COUNTY ROADS IN ONTARIO,

In addition to statute labor and local expendi-
ture, some county councils have assumed and
maintain leading roads. In other counties grants
are made each year to assist local municipalies in

road improvement, and in that way equalize the
toad expendiiure,

One third of the counties do not expend money

) nts, one-third maintain county
boundary lines, and in the remainder annual

grants are made for the maintenance of roads, in
the county, or the council has assumed and main-
tains certain leading  roads,
3 PERTH.
In Perth the Huron gravel
the county inspector. The
road is paid, in the first place, out of the county
funds and charged to the adjoining municipalities.
This is paid with the counly rate, not as a part of
the rale, but paid at the same time.

WELLINGTON,

The County of Wellington maintains 148 miles
of gravel road, and expends $50 per mile per
apnum for maintenance,

HASTINGS,

The County Council of Hastings has control of
and maiotains nearly 400 miles of county roads,
Some of these were first constructed as toll-roads,
and afterwards purchased by the county.

The annual expenditure in this conaty for road
maintenance and construction is from $12,000 o

15,000 per annum. The work is done sysiem-
atically. A superintendent of gravel roads is
appointed at a salary of $700, hr_e paying hxs‘own
expenses. A gravel road committee is appointed
by the County Council. Two or more gangs of
men are engaged, the foremen of each getiing
extra wages. The work is put directly in charge
of the superintendent, who reports monthly to
the committee all details as to men, wages, work,
ete. The strong points of this system of mainten.
ance are : !

1. The whole work, through the committee, is
directly under the control of the Council,

2. The work is well done, as there is no induce-
ment (o scamp it,

road is in charge of
maintenance of this

3. It is done where m
time,

4. The ratepayers

ost required at the best

: are’in touch with those per-
forming the work, and for any man to shirk his

work will soon reach the superintendent,

5. By employmentof good men continuallyat the
work, they become experts and capable of doing
more than inexperienced hands,

The cost per mile of maintenance is about $40
annually, : .

The basis of assuming county roads in Hastings
is that of equalized value, care always being taken
in assuming a road that it connects with the system
in the adjoining municipality, The cost of main-
tenance of the roads is levied ag general rate to
apply on any part of the system as found to be
required.

THE HASTINGS SYSTEM INVESTIGATED.

The County Council of Peterhoro’
session, appointed a special committ
gate into the system of

, at its June
ee to investi-
coustruction and mainten-
ance of the public roads in the county of
Hastings.. This commiltee made a tour of the
county, and have prepared a lengthy report, giv-
ing particulars received from the ratepayers und
officials interviewed, all of whom were unanimous
in recommending a system of county roads. The
concluding sections of the report read : *‘ We
travelled through the townships of Marmora,
Madoc, Hungerford, Thatlow, Sidney, Stirling,
and Rawdon, a distance of about ninety miles,
through sections of country as varied as it
is possible to find in our own counly We
made diligent inquiry from public officials and
private individuals, and there were no exceptions
or differences of opinion in respect to the expendi-
ture of the money that has been expended on the
roads, and in view of this and what we have seen
for ourselves, we have agreed to the following
presentment : “ Having viewed the roads, we are
thoroughly convinced that the system of construe-
tion and maintenance of roads as adopted by the
county of Hastings is good, and ‘meets with our
approval, and we would recommend, if thought
advisable, that this system be adopted by the
county of Peterborg’,?”?
SUMMARY OF STATE LAws,

In the United States w
ferent authorities controlling the construction and
raaintenance of highways.

In California, where the township system is
optional, the County Council constructs and main-
tains all roads,

in Indiana the roads are maintained by the
townships, but (he County Council may assume
control of particular roads when 0 authorized by
vote of electors of municipality interested — the
local municipalities paying all expenses.

In Massachuselts we find 4 combined system of
county and state roads,

In New Hampshire the Township Councils con-
trol and maintain all roads.

In New Jersey, where it is said the greatest
advance has been made in road-making, we find
the townships in charge of the roads, while the

.‘oumy Council may select certain roads for
lmprovemerts, at the joint expense of the state,
county and township,

In New Vork the county and township authori-
ties maintain the roads, each providing for the
expense of the roads under their control.  Statute
labor is abolished in all loeal municipaiities when
a road is assumed by the county.

In Wisconsin all roads are controlled by (he
township agthorities. Statute labor is abolished,
although it may be performed any year if a
maliorilli' of the electors by vote so decide,

na

State; the lendency is to abolish statite
labor and divide the r

s e oads between county and
township authorities,

THE ONTARIO LAw.
The Municjpa.l Act, Section 532, authorizes
County Councils to assume roads with the consent

¢ have examples of dif.
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of .the council of the local municipality in which
the road is situated, and Section §33 authorizes
the maintenance of township or county hou‘ndary
lines. Section 534 provides that when a County
Council assumes by by-law any road within a
township as a county road, they shall, wnh,a;
little delay as reasonably may be, cause the roa
to be planked, gravelled or macadamized, i
In a county system, roads maintained by pai
labor come in immediate comparison with ll_mse}
maintained by statute labor. Where the basis ud
assuming county road mileage is that of equalize
value all municipalities benefit alike, and con-
tribute their proper proportion of the cgpense.‘_
The ronds are under the canstant supervision ol
a Coun'y Commissioner, who brings 1o bear his
experience in securing uniformity of road con-
struction and efficient maintenance throughout.

Statute Labor.

In Ontario we find Townships in which
statue labor is performed and others where
commutation is compulsory at trom 3sc.
per day upwards, and in some sections the
system has been entirely abolished, '

In about filty per cent. of the Town-
ships statute labor is perfprmed and _may.
be commuted at the rate of $1.00 per day ;
forty per cent. have reduced the rate to 75
cents per day, and in others the rate varies,
being in some instances as low as 35 cents
per day,

A number of the Townships have adopt
ed a system whereby statute labor may be
commuted before a date fixed by by-law at
a lower rate than afterwards. This is done
to encourage the payment of commutation
money to pathmasters be(o:e statute lAabor
begins, In other townships the rate is re-
duced if commutation money is paid to
the pathmasters at any time before he
makes his returns to the clerk.

In the township of Sarawak the statue
labor of two wards is commuted at seventy
cents per day, the benefits are so apparent
in the extra amount or work performed.
and the style and manner of road construc-
tion that the difference between commu-
tation statute labor and the old system
will not bear any comparison whatever.
The conclusion there is that the old system
of statute labor has served its usefulness,
and that better results could be obtained
al a commutation of 25 cents per day.

1n the Township of South Grimsby, tl}e
commutation system has been in force in
the unincorporated Village of Smithville
for some time.  The authorities recom-
mend the commutation of all statute labor,
especially in unincorporated villages.

In the township of Niagara one-half the
statute labor is commuted at 50 cents per
day.

In the township of Barton statute labor
has been abolished and the rate of com-
mutation varies from 35 to 50 cents per
day according to outlay. i

The Ontario Good Roads Association
trusts that having issued the foregoing
information in the form of a bulletin it will
be of value to municipal councils and rate-
payers throughout the country with whom

road improvement is a feature of vital
interest.

#
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Water.

One of the most important of the many
mod_er_n subjects affecting the principle
administration ot large municipalities,
which undertake ‘many interests for the
welfare of itg citizens, is that pertaining to
the economical management of the public
Water supply,

Within the past ten or fifteen years no

ranch of public administration has been
develiped ty 5o great an extent as that of
Sysiems of water supply to cities and
large towns. Tt is not so many years ago
that cnly the larger citics could be enum-
erated in the list having this im| rovement,
Itis now qui e the exception to fiud a city
Or town that has not within 11s limits some
System of public water service. In many
Instances these towns are suppiied by
Private water companies owning the right
of franchise for such purpose ; in others
the supply system is owned and controlled
by the town or city as one of its branches
of municipal administration. In either
€y or by whatever system the town or
Clly 1s supplied with water, many and
Perplexing questions of detail in such
Supply system come up for adjustment in
order that fairness and justice may pre-
vail — especially as these new questions
are developed by continued experience.

0 eof these is the very large increase of
Water used in all towns where public sys-
'ems have been introduced. This is one of
'the very first and most natural of all points
10 be considered.  For when one has an
abundance of any commodity entering
Into the consumption of the every-day
aﬂ'alrsA of life, how easy a thing it is to use a
quantity of it, whereas before the supply
was limited by many natural and un-
Chan_geablc conditions it would be used
SParingly, Thus, if a man bas to go
4Cross the yard and draw all his water for
Use by a hand-pump he will consume
E’UCh less than he will if he can have all

€ wants by turning a faucet in his sink.

The public uses of water include its
EO’,‘IS“_mPtlon by cities for their public
sem dings, street sprinkling, flushing of
= ‘;ETS, fire- purposes, schools, ornamental
n dnnkmg fountains, etc,, and for hos-
E;;?ls and public institutions. Into an
e t:)nate of water for these uses many
= ﬁents_ occur  Thus the need of water

* res is much less than might be sup-
?(;’rs‘:g' as the statistics covering this item
e ;3 leading cities place it at only one-
s ot one gallon per day for each inhabi-

"';- But taking all the above named
?ignlinuses together, the annual consump-
max.° water for these purposes foot up a
i ealg‘husn of seventy-five gallons per day

inhabitant actually required with
0o allowance for waste.

co:'ger_all these necessities are met there
i 13 the very important factor of
i ‘n loss.. In the squemnﬁc'su{dy of
e :aerfquesnon even this part of it has
o refully classified, such classification
racing sources of waste from defective

plumbing, defective mains and sewers, the
waste to prevent freezing of private ser-
vices during the winter, and chiefest of all,
the careless use, or rather the thoughtless
waste of water.

The use of water meters establishes the
true quantity of water consumed, and
reduces the discrimination that must
always exist under the general assessment
plan. In most cases their applxcatlc?n is
intended for public rather than individual
use. Or in other words, their attachment
to each residence and individual inspec-
tion is not generally intended, their use
being most essential at public buildings,
hospitals, markets, stables, fountains,
yards, hotels, and in all places where eleva-
tors are operated or machinery driven. In
each they are the only means of rendering
certain an economical consumption of
water.

An Excellent Earth Road.

Greatly improved results in road_build-
ing or repairing may be attained by any
device that will prevent earth and water
from mixing on the road bed, and much
may be done in the way of improvement
by a proper admixture of suitable earthly
material. The requirements of the mater-
ial, says engineer Haupt, are that it shall
not be readily affected by moisture, tem-
perature or pressure, which are the three
principal destructive agencies. Clay is
very sensitive to water and temperature
and has a high ratio of absorption. Sand
has little coherance and yields readily to
pressure. Gravel has great mobility, due
to its spheroidal form, but by mixing these
in the proportion of sixteen parts of clay,
twenty two of sand and sixty two of gravel,
and impervious roofing may be laid, which,
if underdrained, will make an excellent
earth road. The macadam and teiford
roads when correctly made are excellent,
but as built by most supervisors in this
country they are pseudomorphs, unworthy
their names. :

When in the march of science the time
comes for segregating the aluminum con-
tained in the clay road into a hard, smooth,
resisting medium covering its surface, we
will then have a road metal, both in fact
and name ,which will solve the problem
of the clay pit and give us a medium of
transportation which will surpass even the
railway in cheapness and convenience.—
Missouri Road's Improvement jJournal.

The roads of Europe are the growth of
a hundred years. Napoleon began those
in France for military purposes ; those of
Germany largely grew out of the same
causes, while Italy had only to keep up
the ancient but splendid highways of the
early Roman conguerors. In England
good roads generally have arisen in the
last fifty years. é
as“Go;’dy roads and bad 1oads, their ad-
vantages and disadvantages,” should be a

‘much discussed subject at farmer’s insti- .

tutes this winter.
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Street Ornamentation.

More attention should be paid by en-
gineers to the ornamentation and finish of
the better class of sub-dvision mnprove-
ments. Nothing can be more atiractive
than a well built up street with houses set
at regular intervals dpart, and at a fixed
distance from the street with well-kept
lawns and beautiful shade trees. How-
ever useful in preserving good neighbors’
rear fences may be, fences should never
appearin front. Nothing will indicate the
good-fellowship of a street more than
their absence. Their existence in front
dwarfs the beautiful effect of the lawn,
shrubbery and architecture ; their absence
gives a park effect on a well ' kept street.
Placing the houses uniformly on one side
of the lots, the drive being on the other side
insures a wide space on both sides of the
houses, thus preventing one house from
shutting off the light from another one.
To prevent one lot-owner from monopoliz-
ing the street view, limit the distance a
house may approach the street. Archi-
tectural embellishment will be secured
by the limit that no house shall cost less
than a given sum. All thess requirements
should, of course, appear in the land con-
tracts and deeds to purchasers. Much
taste can be displayed in the selection of
shade trees. Treesshould never be placed
nearer than thirty feet fromm one another,
and they should always be planted in holes
large enough to receive all roots without
cramping. A large per cent. of healthy
trees are killed by cruel stamping in of
roots under workmen’s boots. Each layer
of roots should be carefully packed by
hand in good soil.

If the street shade trees be placed just
inside of the lots they will be protected
from destruction f.om having horses hitch-
ed to them. In a narrow street this ar-
rangement would have the advantage of
giving the effect of a much wider street.

Village Councillors.

The Elora Exprecs in speaking of the
election for municipal councillors, deplores
the fact that good men will not stand, It
says : Many good men for the office are in
the village, but many of them for various
reasons will not take office. The chief
reason, we believe, isthatit takes too much
time to attend between twenty-five and
thirty council meetings a year, besides
losing much time attending to outside
work and getting nothing but fault-finding
in return. Bro. Craig, M. P. P., would
make a popular move if he would
introduce an act to amend the Municipal
Act so that village councillors should be
paid for their services the same as the
municipal councillors, as it is not to be
expecled in these days of keen business
competition, that men can afford to neglect
their own business for that of the public
and get only abuse for pay.

Poor drainage and narrow tires are the
chief road destroyers.
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Hawkers and Peddlers’ Act.

We published in this paper in January,
18935, sub-section 3 o'f section 495 of the
Municipal Act, relating to hawkers and
pedd.ers, showing, in 1ta!1cs, certain pro-
posed amendments which the county
council of Elgin considered necessary to
render it of some use, hitherto it has been
practically almost a dead letter. We be-
lieve that efforts have been made from
time to time to induce the Legislature to
amend the act, so as to affect the object,
which was intended when it was originally
passed, but with the exception of two
unimportant amendments, to which we
shall refer, nothing has been done.

The object of the Legislature in passing
the act was to protect, on the one hand,
fair traders, particularly established mer-
chants, resident permanently in towns and
other places, and paying rent and taxes
there for local privileges, from the mischief
of being undersold by itinerant persons to
their injury; and on the other hand to guard
the public from the impositions practiced
by such persons in the course of their
dealing who, having no known or fixed
residence, carry on a trade by means of
vending goods conveyed from place to
place by horse or on foot.

The means of evading the act was soon

" discovered, for we find in 1884 one of
these itinerant traders succeeded in having
a conviction quashed upon the ground
that he did not come within the letter of
the act.

The words of the act are “ bearing or
drawing any goods * * * % for gle

* * ¥ * orotherwise carrying goods
bl SO AR 1 LT

This person was a tea dealer, who
carried samples with him and took orders
for tea; he forwarded the orders to-his
employer, who sent the tea to him and he
filled the orders by subsequently deliver-
ing the tea. This case, though not within
the act, as it then stood was certainly
within the mischief aimed at, and the
legislature ought to have at once amended
it, as the hawker’s act was amended in
England as long ago as 1861, by the addi-
tion of the words “On carrying and ex-
posing samples o7 pallerns of any goods, efe.,
to be afterwards delivered. Instead of
.amending the act so as to prevent any
hawker or peddler evading it in this man-
ner, the legislature in 188s, by 48 Vic. c.
4o, Sec. 1 enacted the following : “ The
word * hawkers ” shall include all persons
who being agents or persons not
resident within the county, sell or
offer for sale, tea, dry-goods, or jewelry,
or carry and expose samples or patterns
of any such goods to be afterwards de-
livered within the county to any person
not being a wholesale or retail dealer in

such goods, wares or merchandise,” and
by 55 Vic., chapter 43, section 36, it was
further amended by inserting the words
“ Watches, plated ware, silverware” after

the words “dry-goods ” in the above
amendment.

Now when these amendments are ex-
amined closely and in the light of 2 num-
ber of decisions it will be found that they
are of very little value. They effect no
change whatever in the act except in the
case of the particular goods mentioned,
so that the hawkers may take orders
for any other class of goods to be
delivered afterwards in pursuance of
such orders with impunity. And even in
the case of the goods mentioned, the
hawker cannot be convicted unless it can
be shown that he is “agent” for per-
sons “aot resident within” the county. A
person who is trading on his own account
1s not within the amendments,and is there-
fore at liberty to take orders and after-
wards deliver goods without rendering
himself liable in any way. ‘The member
of a firm, though agent for the firm, is not
agent within the meaning of this section.
Another objection which we have to point
out,is that these amendments do not
appear to apply to cities or towns. The
council of a city or town is empowered 10
pass by-laws, to license and regulate the
hawkersand peddlers, but the word “county”
only is mentioned in the amendments.
Since- this matter was before the council of
the county of Elgin we have learned, that
another method has been resorted to by
some hawkers, which’ we have no doubt
has been adopted, to evade the act as
amended. Itisthis: The hawker calls

“on a farmer and leaves a caddy of tea with

him ; afterwards he calls on the farmer,
and if he finds the tea has been consumed,
he asks for and receives what it is worth,
if he should be prosecuted on this state
of facts, he would no doubt contend that
he did not violate the act, because he did
not offer the tea for sale, nor did he solicit
an order and afterwards deliver the tea,
within the letter of the act.

From what we have shown, it must be
conceded that this act in its present shape
is of little of any value, and ought to be
amended so as to effect the object which
we have stated was intended, and we would
suggest that it be amended by repealing
the amendments made in 1885 and 1892,
and substitutesin their stead the following.”

“This sub-section shall apply to, and in-
clude all such persons as aforesaid (except
those expressly exempted)whosell or offer for
sale goods, wares or merchandise, or carry
and expose samples, or patterns of, or take
orders for, any such goods, wares or mer-
chandise to be afterwards delivered within
the county, city or town, not being a
wholesale or retail dealer in such goods,
wares or merchandise, or who deliver any
goods, wares or merchandise to any person
within the county, city or town not being
a wholesale or retail dealer in such goods,
wares or merchandise, and who subse-
quently receives payment therefor.”
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In the case of Regina vs. Coutts, the
opinion was expressed, that the defendant
could not be convicted as a *peddler” for
the reason alleged, that there was no such
word in the statute.

While entertaining the greatest respect.
for the opinion of the learned judge, who
expressed this opinion, we think the act
did at that time, and does now apply to
“peddler.” It is true that the word
“peddler” is not found in the body
of the section, but it appears In
the heading or caption which 1Is
“ Hawkers and Peddlers,” and we submit
that it and the general words in the body
of the section must be read together to
ascertain what the intention of the legisla-
ture was. To remove any doubt, however,
upon the point, we would suggest that the
word “peddler” be inserted after the word
“ Chapmen” in the body of the section.

Our object in publishing this article in
the present issue of THE WORLD, 18 that
the matter may be considered by county
councils at their first session, and that the
legislature may be petitioned to amend
the act as proposed, or at all events to
amend it in such a way that it may be of
some practical value.

LEGAL DECISIONS.

UNION SCHOOL SECTION VS. LOCKART.

Public School—Union School Section—Alteration of—
Petition of Ratepayers—Award—54 Vic. chap. 55, sec-
tions &7, 93 (0)

The petition for the formation, altera-
tion or dissolution of a Union school sec-
tion under 54 Vic. ch. 53, sec. 87, sub-sec.
1 (O), must be, in all cases, the joint peti-
tion of five ratepayers from each of the
municipalilies concerned, otherwise the
award based upon it will be void aé initio,
and section 96 validating defective awards
where there has been no notice to quash
given within the time prescribed has no
application,

When the award in such case is that no
action be taken, the restriction in
sub-section 12 of section 87 against new
proceedings for a period of five years does
not apply. & ;

Chief Justice Meredith in giving his
judgment in the above case refuses to fol-
low the decision of the chancellor in re
union school section, Hist and West
Wawanosh, in which case the chancellor
held that no new proceedings could be
taken for five years where the award was
that no action should be taken.’

FISHER VS. WEBSTER.
Deed—Construction of—Grant of Road— Base-
ment—Right of Way.

Where a deed, after granting certain
land described by metesand bounds, con-
tinued, “also a road forty feet wide,” add-
ing to the description thereof *and not in-
cluded in the above quantity of land.

Held, that by the conveyance of the

road, the fee in the freehold therein did
not pass to the grantee, but merely an

easement of the right of way over the land. ."
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H,f(.)UGH'l'ON VS. THE MUNICIPAL CORPOR-
TION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREY ET AL

Munics, 3
,,'/ml-’;;f"[ Corporations—Drainage By-law—QObligations
_CM;;Z,'ZL; ;"1;5 mwrré[utm-y townships respectively
3 date, un cipal Act, 1892 —55 Vie. chap. 42,
Sections 569, 579, 580, 505 (0) >

& t}’Vl]\ere a township municipality passed
5 y-law, purporting to be under section
585 of the Uonfohdated Municipal Act
;l 92, for the purpse of making certain
‘erations and improvements in a drain,
:‘;}Q served an adjoining municipality,
witllfh was to be benefited by the work,
& a copy of the engineer’s report, etc.,
dOWlng the sum required to be contribut-
€d by the latter, as directed by section
5&9, and the by-law of the initiating town-
SDip was irregular and invalid. Held—
F:l' M.eredith, C. J., the contributory
dwnshlp was neverthe'ess not only entitl-
ed, but bound, within the four months
Prescribed by section 580 to pass the
Decessary by-law to raise their share of the
estimated cost,
; Ht~ld_. per Rose, ], the contributory
ow'nshnp'c_ould not be required to pass a
my- aw raising its share, until the initiating
adllmc.lpahly has passed a valid by-law
- O_thmg the report providing for the do-
mg ot the work, 1n.cl‘uding, provisionally,
s :;\:rt_isng: the raising of its proportion
" Helg, per MacMahon, J., the contribu-
'Y township had no powertopass a by-law
Or raising its share of the proposed ex-
Pigdllure, until the initiating municipality
passed its by-law for the construction
of the works, i
tha?:ld’}:l-owever’ MacMahon, ], haesitante,
S 0 this case the portion of the by-law
consf Intiating township providing for the
iy I"pcuon of the work was a sufficient
y fromp l:nce with section 569, and severable
th the other portion of it, providing for
€ raising of the funds.
s ht_fre the council for one municipality
" Vmcd under the supposed authority of
‘05r n'f-‘-_?. 42 section 585 (0), in a by-law
s € Improvement of a drain, to assess
. § of the plaintiff situated in another
Unicipality,
" eld, that such assessment was wholly
nogal;ory and void, and the plaintiff could
€ bound by it, and was thercfore not

entitled to A SR
and im'alidfl declaration declaring it illegal
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HEMCORPURATION CF THE TOWNSHIP OF
ORRIS VS, THE CORPORATION OF
THE COUNTY OF HURON.

Statnge;-
A;; hﬂ'f,”:’“[ of an -act—Exceptirn—Interpr etation
section 5:‘\;1 Y—Cen, Muw Act, 1:92,55 Vic. chap. 42,
S3aOV—5T Vie. chap. 50, seceion 14 (O)

m:)ie.s“"‘“g provisions of sec. 14 of the
i cngml Amendment Act, 1894, 57
implicatic Ok do, not operate so as by
p“cm.a 'ou necessarily to exclude the ap-
= 'on of the interpretation Act, R. S. O.
. 1, sec, 8,' sub-sec. 43, and
taineéw"s‘“D corporation which had ob-
tion y n award against a county corpora-
uﬂic? el' sec, 533a of the Consolidated
of epa Act, 1892, for part of the cost
Were, noter ienance of certain bridges
5320 b"t"'ltl}standlng the repeal of section
32 by section 14 of 57 Vic. ch. 50 (O)

held entitled to recover the amount ex-
pended on the same up to the date of the
passing of the latter Act.

CAVANAGH VS, SMITH

REGINA EX REL.

Municipal Corporations—Municipal Debi—Special Rate
—Wirongful Dive sions of Fraud —Disqualfication—
S5 Vic, chap. g2, section 375(0)

No special appropiiation is necessary in
order to create a special rate applicable to
payment of principal and interest of a
municipal debt; if the provisions of the
Municipal Act are observed such separate
rate, and the sinking fund as part of it,
arise as the taxes are collect:d; and
where no such appropriation having been
made, one of the municipal council voted
for defraying certain ot the current ex-
penses of the muuivipality out of the
amount attributab'e to that fund, bis
clection as reeve was set aside, and he
was declared disqualified from any muni-
cipal office for a period of two years pur-
suantto 55 Vic. chap. 42, section 373.

When without any such appropriation
so much of the year’s income of the
municipalily has been expended as to leave
no more than sufficient to cover such
sinking fund, the balance is impressed
with that character, and to apply it other-
wise is a diver:ion within the meaning of
the above enactment,

FERGUSON VS. TOWNSHIP OF SOUTHWOLD,
Municpial Corporations — Negligence — Way—

Want of Repair—Querhead Obstruction— Lia-

bility—Finaing of Jury—Contritutory Negls-

gence—Damages.

If something exists or is allowed to re-
main above a highway which interferes
with its ordinary and reasonab'e use, this
constitutes want of repair and a breach of
duty on the part of the municipality having
jurisdiction over the highway. :

A branch of a tree growing by the side
of a highway extended over the line of
travel at a height of about eleven feet.
The plaintiff, in endeavoring to pass under
the hranch on the top of a load of hay,
was brushed off by it and injured.

Held, that th= jury having found that the
highway was out of repair, and the defen-
dants having had notice of the position of
the branch, they were liable, in the absence

ontributory negligence.
Off?.mbler Vs, yTovfngof Wallkill, 57, Hun.
, speciall referred to.
38;41‘hep2uest¥cm whether the highway was
out of repair is a question for the jury.

Derochie vs. Town of Comwall, 21

iR 2 followed.

AI? angzlred by the evidence that the
plaintiff bad hauled hay upon this road
and passed this particular place not long
before ; that he and another man, who
was on the load with him, when approach-
ing the branch observed the situation, but
concluded they could pass in safety ; that
the other man did pass safely under the
branch ; and that the plaintiff; instead of
lying close to the hay, put up his feet to
raise the limb which he failed to do.

Held, that the plaintiff was not ca_lled
upon to do the very best and wisest thing ;
and upon this evidence, the court could not
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interfere with the finding of the jury that
the accident might not have been avoided
by the exercise of reasonable care on the
part of the plaintiff.

Connell vs. Town of Prescott, 22 S. C. R,
at pp. 162-3 referred to.

Held, also, upon the evidence, that the
sum assessed as damages. $1,200, was not
excessive as to warrant the court in inter-
fering. J. M. Glenn; for the plaintifi.
Osler, Q. C. and James A. McLean, for
the defendants.

THE CONSUMERS GAS CO. VS, TORONTO.

In this case which appeared in a former
number of this paper, the manner of as-
sessing gas mains and pipes was discussed,
but no judgment was given on the point,
The Chancellor said, “I do not give judg-
ment on this, but merely express my
opinion that the correct method would be
to value the concern as a whole, and then
apportion rateably to the wards or munici-
palites, so much of the value as falls to
that part of the concern territorially
situated in each locality. That seems to
fit the statute better than to assess the
whole at the central point where the
manufacturing operations of the Company
are conducted.”

Squelched.

It is related that at an inquest recently
held in Atchison over the remains of a
man killed in the railroad yards one of the
jurymen insisted that the inquest should
be held at the exact spot where the killing
occuired. The coroner informed him
that this was not required, but the jury-
man refused to procecd at the undertaking
establishment where the testimony was to
be taken. One of the railroad men, be-
coming disgusted because of the delay,
said : “I suppose if the man had been
drowned you would insist on swimming
about the spot while hearing the evidence.”
The laughter that followed could not be
suppresscd even by the solemnity of the
occasion.— dickison Globe.

Political Education.

The study of municipal affairs should
become one of the principal studies in
the school, and the importance of good
clean government and how to obtain it
should be thoroughly impressed on the
minds of our youths. Toronto 15 the
best governed city on the continent, and
municipal politics has for several years
been a prominent study in the schools of
that city.—ZRev. Wiltbur Crafts, Reform
League, Washingion, D, C.

In France all carriages are taxed. Those
with seats for one or two persons, $10 a
year (in round numbers) ; those with seats
for three, $15, and for four, $20; while
bicycles and tricycles are taxed $2 each,

Canadian Fire Life and Water is
the title of a new Toronto Journal that
has reached our office. 1t is neatly print-
ed, and contains some valuable informa-
tion on the subjects mentioned in its title.
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QUESTION DRAWER

cribers are entilled to answers to all ques-
tit)ﬁ';’b‘l submitied, if they pertain to Municipal
matters. 1t is particulariy requested that all
facts and circumst inces of each case submitted for
an opinion show'd be stated as clearly and ex-
plicity as possible. Unless this request is com-
plied with it is impossible to give adequate advice,

Sap——

Communications requiring immediate
attention will be answered free by
post, on receipt of a stamped address-
ed envelope.

Trustee to Teacher—Notice to Quit.

1.—E.B.--Would you be so kind to let me know
if tiustees of a school section (according to agree-
ment between teacher and trustees are bound to
give three months’ nolice within the year) say first
October, or will it do later on so that the teacher
would have to quit. If you know of a test case
in court let me know or through Tg MuNiCIPAL
WoRrLp.

Assuming that the agreement is in the
form provided by the regulations of the
Education Department, the notice may be
given at any time, but must be given so as
to terminate on the Jast day of a calendar
month. It must be a clear three months’
notice. A notice given on the first day of
October to quit on the 31st day of Decem-
ber would not be sufficient.

Dog Tax Funds—When to be Paid.

2—H. A.—In 1891, our council (Portland)
levied a dog-tax and collected about $250, which
was applied (o the general funds of the township,
1. Can said funds be so applied ? We have lately
had several claims for sheep killed by dogs pre-
sented for payment, 2. Is the councii compelled
to pay those claims while the $250 sheep-money
or dog-money lasted ?

1. Yes, ifby.law was passed, as provided
for in seciion 8, chapter 204y B 5, O
2, Yes, if no by-law was passed.

Loas of 8heap—When to be Paid for.

3.—P. A. M.—Would you be kind enough to
say when the loss of sheep should be paid for in
any one year. The Kevised Siatules, chapter 214,
section 18, say that three monihs’ time is given to
file a cliim. The real difficulty is that some con-
tend that claims are payable when filed and
proven, while others contend that dog-tax must be
collected and claims all in for the year, which
makes it first dayin April in following year be-
fore the claims can be paid for any one year, It
seems to me that it is necessary to wait 10 see how
much dog-tax there is collected, and how many
claims upon the fund before any can be paid ouf,
but your opinion will be considered final and acted
npon by our council.

If there is sufficient balance to the credit
of the fund, the treasurer of the munici-
pality shall pay the amount awarded to the
aggiicved party on demand,

I

Poll Tax—When to be Paid.

4 —Clerk.—Would a man, otherwise liable to

tform staute labor or pay poll-tax, be exempt
rom said poll-tax in an incorporated village wfo
is put down on the assessment roll as owner of
property which he has leased, the tenant paying
the taxes. The answer also pays $2.00 dog-tax, If
the answer is in the affirmative, is it becanse ha
pavs the $2.00 dog-tax or becase helis owner of
the properiy. or would either exempt him ?

The owner and tenant would not be
liable to poll-tax. If the faxes on the pro-
perly amount to $2.00 or over the dog-tax

is not considered. See section 88 of the
Assessment Act.
Re Payment of Poll-Tax.

8.—CoUNCILLOR,—1. Do not the words ‘‘ the
tax” in both the second and fourth lines of section
90 of the Assessment Act refer to poll-tax ? If so,
how can a cerlificate of the payment of ordinary

municipal taxes (not poll taxes) elsewhere, exempt
as stated by you?

2. Is not a certificate of having paid else-
where poll-tax (i, e. the tax in section 88 mention-
ed) or done statute labor under section 91 (enacted
in townships in lieu of poll-tax) that is referred to ?

3. Can you refer me to any reported cases on
the question ?

Section 88 imposes a poll-tax upon
every male inhabitant of a city, etc., who
has not been assessed or whose faxes
though assessed do not amount to $2 0o.
The object of the legislature was to make
every person whose property did not con-
tribute at least $2.00 in taxes pay a per-
sonal or poll-tax of $2.00, and he is liable
to pay that tax in every municipahty in
which he may happen to be unless he
produces a certificate showing that he has
paid the tax elsewhere, Any other con-
struction would in many cases operate un-
justly, Suppose two residents of London
should move to St. Thomas, and suppose
one was assessed in London upon property,
the tax upon which was $2.00, and the
other not having any property paid his
poll-tax, the former wouid upon the con-
struction indicated by the above question
he liable to. contribute another tax while
the latter producing his certificate would
not be subject 10 any further tax,

Treasurer's Receipts—Duties—Highway Laws.

8—H. C. G.—1 Con a township treasurer
compel parties receiving money by mail to send
receipt for same ?

2. Is a township treasurer compelled to send a
statement of payments, amount of grants and
section rates to secretary-treasurers of school
sections on demand ?

3. Is there any legal work on roads and high-
ways ? Giving legal decisions affecting the same
which could be used by municipal councils.

1. No.

2. No.

3. No work dealing inclusively with
bighways has been published in Ontario.
Harrison’s Manual contains notes of de.
Cisions and is used by municipal councils
and the legal profession generally,

Absenoe of Reeve and Authority of Ohairman Pro Tem.

7.—] F.—The reeve was absent from council
meeling on account of being unwell, but still able
to do business at his home, A chairman was ap-
pointed to preside at the meeting and signed the
Cheques which were passed. The reeve objected
saying that as he was able o sign the cheques the
chairman was out of order in doing so. Give us

your opinion.

The chairman appointed in the absence
of the reeve is the proper person to sign
cheque§ passed at the meeting over which
he presided,

Collector—@eizure After 16th Deceriber,

8-—R.B. C.<Has a collector power to seize
and sell for taxes afier the 15th December, with-
out the council extending the time for collecling as
long as he has the roll in his possession ?
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So long as the collector has not returned
the roll, he is at liberty to gn on aud levy
where he finds distress. (See note G,
section 132, Glenn’s Collectors guide.)

Finanoial Statewent—Who Shou'd Prepare.

9.—E. D. C.—Whose duty is it to repare
the statement to be made immediately after the
15th day of December meeting ?

The officials in possession of the infor-
mation necessary may be directed by the
council to prepare the statement.

Peroentage—Taxes—By-law.

10.—E. D. C.—Is it necessary in adding a
percentage 1o taxes to first pass a hy law appoint-
ing the time for the payment of the taxes and
then another by-law to add the percentage or will
one by-law answer both purposes ? See section
53 and sub-sections Consolidated Assessment
Act.

One by-law sufficient.

Bidewalks on County Bridges.

.—dJ. H.—In case of a county bridge being
sih}alled in an incorporated village and the byldﬁe
having a sidewalk attached to eacl'_x side, is it the
duty of the county to keep the sidewalks in re-
pair, or is it the duty of lhe.v1||age. in which the
bridge is situated to keep it in repair ?

The sidewalks are part of the bridge.
It is duty of the county to keep the side-
walks in repair.

Rates in Collector’s Roll to be Separate.

—F. J. C.—On page 802z Harrison’s Man-
ua11i2n rcmx]uks. (b) I :ﬁ these words ‘‘I blmllk
that though there are very good reasons for t Il;

rovision in the statute (hat they (the rates) shou
ge kept sepirate, still the provision is only
directory and under Connor vs. Douglass 15,
Grant 456, the omission to keep them separm_ef
would not inwvalidate a sale for tazes. I‘{ow,i;‘
this is good law how can you reconcile it w ‘d
Love vs. Webster as given on page 194, secon
column in October WORLD ? §

Harrison is recommended to us clerks as a safe
and trustworthy guide in all municipal matters,
and when we make out our roll under his con-
tention then comes along another decision
and says just the contrary. You may say th.iat
Harrison is speaking of the roli in general while
Love vs. Webster relates only to the non»resld?‘nt
list 1 but still they both point to the same fact ‘2
sale for taxes.”

It does almost appear that the more we try to
do our work correctly the more liable we are to
get into trouble. What are we to do, whg nr:
not learned in the law, when two s}lch eminen
authorities tell us such direcily opposite things?

Chief Justice Armour in the case of
Love vs Webster followed the principle
of the decision of the Supreme Court of
Canada in Trenton vs. Dyer. Judgement
in the case of Connor vs, Doug‘ass. dt:l::ld'
ed in 1868 was not unaminous chiefjustice,
Draper and Vice Chancellor having dis:
sented from the
court,

Nomination—Property Qualification for Reeve, ete.

18. —J. W, — Mr. A. owned considerable

roperty in township B, but resided in adjoining ¢ {
ol His reside’nce is within a mile of the

township C. i i
boundary between the said townships.

March he was assessed for his property in towlli’ J
Since then he has sold the most valuable
garcel of his property, which, il deducted from

ship B.

low for him to qualify as reeve,

other members ot the £

is total assessment would leave his assessment to0 a

s
a_.."

)
T
e

e
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mall)::uh'-he fact of his having sold his property

tOwnsl'm-’ ineligible for the reeveship ol the
Up of B2 Of course his name appears on

*1€ assessment roll as owner of all the property.

Yes,

—

'0‘5“4 =Ty By MeG.<T am 2 member of the
= ;ounml._ My last assessment was only $1,-
pro' 800 of it being leaschold and $600 personal
Perty.  Will this qualify me ?
0,

i g.uﬁ.—J. W.—r. At a nomination meeting am
wha Posed to take the nomination on a person
018 not present ?
qualif at has a councillor to be assessed to
i Y him to hold same or run for the office of
€ve or councillor ?
L. Yes.

2. In townships, freehold $400 ; lease-
5 400 ; lease
bold for term not less than one year ¢3oo.

——

m"'dsuﬁon of Nomination as School Trustee.
schoo] :‘M- E.—Can a person nominated for
lomingt ¢ Tesign on the day following the

Nomj 3 ¢
cillor“;m(m As & person nominated for coun-

Yes.

T Road —Dedioation —By-law,
+—D. M.—Some hool secti
w years ago a school section
oa:re‘;]or:?fd and a house bui?ﬁ Three parties
leadip t " c°““¢'_l the right-of-way for a road
The rga.f the said school which was accepted.
were piy Was located and surveyed. No deeds
ed by then by the parties and no by-law was pass-
on the roedc‘-’““cll. Some money has been spent
cloge !hear - Now one of the parties threatens to
other Da"ioad unless he receives some money ; the
should (he | are willing to abide by their gift, but
they myg alsou;’: lll)m‘:fy the other fellow, then

;' Cﬂp he cloge up the road ?
*_ 25 10100 late 1o pass a by-law ?

Opini%on lhhe facts above stated we are of
by ¢ 2 that there has been a dedication
road l:)wners and acceptance of the
Dublicyh'l € council ; that it has become a
cept b ighway anc_l cannot be closed ex-

ol ¥ the council. Ifthe council had,
purpz;aw’ Xpropriated the land for the
of the € of a highway without the consent
Do eOanrg, they would be entitled to

3 dpfonsathn, not having dedicated the
e sy highway, we do not think any

€m can claim compensation,

'Wlilu e
tion Meeting Tllegal~Dunkin Act—Tavern
Lioense.
. Th . Our nominations were held
ing, Tra o clerk advertised the hour for meet-
the hoye . ™. Was {hat legal? We kept open
2. The all were elected by acclamation.
pality soan“"Hn Act was passed in this munici-
and (Jy) she 18 or 19 years ago, (a) Is it law yet ?
10 repeq) 4 there be a vote taken by the people
w m“me’ as that has never been done ? If
Petitioy u:ny pames must a ratepayer have to his
At he presents to-the council asking
A rare Ptal same?
license :'F':yer in the township wants tavern
frant thep, I do not know whether we should
: Or not under existing circumstances.

o.
2 (a) Yes,
T
i Thirty quly qualified electors ; see

Domini
S 0lon Statyte 186 8. sub-
Section 4 3 of section S's’ chapter 18,

5 :
Power to grant tavern-licenses.

*

Olerk's Duties— Elections,
19.—TownsHiP CLERK.—If a clerk is hirved
by the council at a ceértain figure 1o do.their busi-
ness, is it to be supposed that municipal eleclions
(if any) are included, and if not what is the
returning-officer’s fee for that day ?

Ulerks are required to perform the
duties connected with annual election of
councils, the question of remuneration for
these services, if not fixed or included in
yearly salary, is entirely a marter of account
between the clerk and the treasurer, see
section 176 Consolidated Municipal Act,

Tags for Uows on Highways.

20.—J. H. —Some time ago I noticed in one of
your issues that it was legal for the council of a
municipality to seil tags for cows. and rent the
public highway in that way for grazing purposes.
Would you kindly state in your next issue on what
statute you base your opinion ?

Section 490, sub-section 2, Consolidated

Municipal Act, 1892.

Marriod Women—No Vote at Municipal or chool
Elections.

21.—J. K. W.—Mzrs. B. owns a house and lot
valued at enough to give two votes. Mr. B., her
husband and her live together. They are assessed
together in brackets. Has Mr. B. a vote at
municipal or school trustees elections? Have they
both a vote, or has only Mr. B. They are both

in the revised voters’ list, Mrs. B, to vote at muni-

cipal elections only.
Mr. B. alone has the right to vote at
both elections

Sohool Arbitrator not to be a Trustee.

22.—SUBSCRIBER.—A person is appointed by
a municipal council of a township an arbitrator
under section 87, Public School Act, 1891, to
form a union school section. And at the next
annual school meeting he was elecied a trustee of
the school section (which would form a part of
such union if effected) and has signed declaration
of office as trustee. .

Can he act as arbitrator in the matter ? or is he
disqualified as a trustee if he so acts? (See, 191
of said Act) and accepts pay for his scrvices as
such arbitrator either from the council or from
the school board ?

We are of the opinion that having
accepted the office of trustee, the same
person cannot act as airbitrator. The

council should appoint another arbitrator.

Owner Asgessed Cannot Olaim Exemption—Collection of
‘Arrears rot Limited to Throe Years.

923.—R. E.- Iam collector of taxes for the
township of Barpee, Manitoulin Island. I gota
Collector’s Guide from you and cannot under-
stand some points of it although it might seem
plain to some. Please answer tlie following
qule.stlzni: owner of a lot of land (ico acres) in the
township and is ascessed as owner. He is living
in the township although not on the place assessed
to him. Providing he was seized for taxes could
he claim the goods and chattels on page 22 as
exempied from seizure for taxes? o

2. If the party is actually assessed and living on
the property, are the goods and chattels exempt-
ed3?. Has the council power to collect any more
than three years back taxes; if so, how much

more ?
1. Re exemption of property of owner,
see latter part of note L., page 8, Glenn’s
Collector’s Guide. He cannot claim ex-
emption,
2. Same as No. 1.

3. After the return of the collector’s

_roll to the treasurer, and the treasurer has

furnished the statement mentioned in
section 145 Consolidated Assessment Act
1892, the collection belongs to the county
treasurer, not to the council. The right
to collect taxes is not' limited to three
years arrears,

Owner's Sons.—Non Resident Tenanta—Qualification as
uneillor.

24.—MUNiciPAL CLERK. — 1. Have owner’s
sons any right to vote at municipal elections ?

2. Cana person be elected councillor who is
assessed as tenant? Does not reside on rented
premises, but resides within two miles thereof ¢

1. Owners sons have a right to vote if
their names aie on the Voters List and
theycan take any one of the oaths require
to be taken by electors when necessary.

2. A tenant residing within two miles
of a municipality, would be eligible for
election as councillor if otherwise quali-
fied, as required by section 73 of the
Municipal Act.

Qualifioation of Counoillor.

256.—J. A.T.—Can I or any one, if elected,
in municipal council for say 1896 accept and hold
office if I have in 1895 furnished goods, presented
accounts for same, and been passed by 1895
council, said order paid and receipted by me. Am
I eligible for office as councillor ? tVould passing
our accounts of 1895 in my own favor debar me ?

The fact of your having had contracts
with your municipality during 1895, will
not act as a disqualification if elected to
the council of 1896, provided you are re-
lieved of all contracts and receive pay-
ment of all accounts in which you are
directly or indirectly interested previous to
nomination day. Auditors cannot qualify
if they have done business with the muni-
cipality during the year previous to their
appointment, but the only disqualifications
for the office of councillor are mentioned
in section 77 of the Municipal Act 1892,
as amended in 1893 and 1893.

By-law to Watering Stroots, Ete.

28.—F. J. C.-~Referring to section 34, chap.
42, Ontaiio statutes, 1895,

Does 1his amendment confer the power to pass
a by-law for the purposes mentioned upon the
council without having a petition as is required by
section 629, Municipal Act, 1892 7 Or must the
action of the council be based upon such petition ?

A petition is not necessary.

Publio School Estimates and Pagments.

27.—G. R, Pi— 1. Isthe council of an incor-
porated village compelled by law to levy on the
rateable property of the section whatever sum the
public school board may think proper to demand?

2. Is the council of an incorporated village
compelled by law 10 hand over to ihe secretary-
treasurer of the school board at the commence-
ment of the year, the amount levied for school
purposes the previous year, such money not being
required to be used by the public school board
for the current year ?

3- Is an ordinary receipt from the secretary-
treasurer of a school board all that is required to
secure the treasurer of a municipality for any
moneys paid over to him ?

I, Section 1oy, sub-section 1o, Public
Schools Act, and section 6 of chapter 57
Act of 1895, makes it the duty of trustees
to submit to the council, on or before
August 1st, or at such other time as the
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council may require an estimate of the ex-
?enses of the schools under their charge
or the twelve months next following the
date of such application. The council is
entitled to know the purposes for which
the money is required by the trustees, and
is, by section 110, bound to levy the
amount necessary for defraying the legiti-
mate expenses of the school.

2. The council, by section 8 of chapter
57 of the Act of 1895, must pay the money
to the treasurer of the Public School
Board from time to time, as may be re-
quired by the board for teacher’s salaries
and other expenses.

5 X8,

Local Boards of Health.

The amendment to Public Health Act
passed .at last session of the Legislature
is of special interest to municipal councils
this year. Members of the local boards
are now to be appointed for a term of
years,

The amendment repeals section 39 of
the Pablic Health Act and substitutes a
new section therefor, which provides that
in townships, villages and towns under
4,000 the local boards of health shall be
composed of the reeve or mayor, clerk and
three ratepayers, appointed for one, two
and three years, respectively, retiring in
rotation same as school trustees. One
ratepayer to be appointed each year for a
term of three years. In cities and towns
with over 4,000 population, the local board
of health shall consist of the mayor and
six ratepayers, two of whom are to be
appointed for thtee years, two for two
years and two for one year.  The retiring
~ members to be replaced by two members
appointed for three years.

Every care should be taken to appoint
the best men avidilable members of the
Board of Health.

They are enfrusted with unlimited au-
thority whenever contagious diseases exist,
and may have to direct the expenditure of
large sums of money to protect the health
and business interests of their municipality.

An appointment as member of a Board
of Health should be considered one of the
highest honors a municipal council can
confer. The Legislature, recognizing the
importance of their duties, have decided
that in future the boards shall be composed
of a majority of experienced members.

Judgment has recently been given in
the case entered by the Township of
Logan against the Mitchell medical health
officer, the Board of Health and corpora-
tion, to recover money which plaintiffs
were obliged to pay, as they alleged, by
reason of defendants (other than the cor-
poration) having wrongfully sent from
Mitchell into Logan eone Seebach, from
Chicago, who was infected with small-pox.

Judgment for plaintiff for $700 damages,
* with full costs of action against the defen-
dants, Davis, Christie, Murphy and Tay-
.or, members of the Board of Health.
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Action dismissed against the town of
Mitchell, with such costs as may be tax-
able to them over and above the costs
incurred by the other defendants ; and the
action dismissed against defendant Hurl-
burt, medical health officer, without costs.”

Auditors.

Every council is required, at its first
meeting thereof, to appoint two auditors,
one of whom shall be such person as the
head of the council nominates, but no one
who directly or indirectly has had, during
the year preceding his appointment, any
interest in any contract or employment
with the corporation—except as auditor,
shall be appointed auditor—when a county
auditor refuses or is unable to act, the
warden is authorized to appoint another
person to act in his stead.

The auditing of the municipal accounts
is a farce in many municipalities. In
almost every case where a special investi-
gation was resorted to, and no matter what
errors or irregularities have been discover-
ed, the accounts are always certified to and
found correct.  The deficits brought to
light in many municipalities should impress
upon members of municipal councils that
too much care cannot be taken in appoint-
ing capable men to perform these duties.
That a man should be successful in busi-
ness, a competent bookkeeper in the
ordinary sense of the term, an accountant,
a ward politician, or that he previously has
acted as auditor, does not qualify him to
make a thorough audit of the books of a
municipal treasurer, unless, in addition
thereto, he is thoroughly acquainted with
the law relating to financial matters and
with the affairs of the municipality, the
books of whose treasurer he is called upon
to audit.

The reason for this is that in many
municipalities the books are not properly
kept, and if placed in the hands of an
expert accountant unacquainted  with
municipal finance, he would make a very
different report from an auditor who knew
what he expected to find or should find in
the audit of the treasurer’s books. In some
cases it is necessary to re write the books
in order to make an intelligent report. A
happy combination in auditors is an expert
accountant and a man thoroughly posted
in the business of the municipality. We
would recommend councils to consider
this as the only way to secure a thorough

business-like audit, and a report that every
one can rely on.

#*
ok

Auditors should make themselves thor-
oughly conversant with the provisions of
the Municipal Act referring to their duties
and with the proceedings and by-laws of
the council authorizing the disbursement
of public funds. -

* * *
A careful investigation of debenture
by-laws and accounts is an important duty.

A special report should be made, showing
errors found in sinking funds and balances.

"
* *

The auditors should see that every
treasurer keeps the moneys of the munici-
pality separate as far as practicable from
his own money, and that he deposits the
same to a separate account kept in his
name as treasurer, or in some other desig-
nation that shows the account to be an
account of the money of the municipality.
The balance of cash on hand and in the
bank must be carefully verified.

»
* *

Collectors’ rolls and returns, tile drain-
age accounts, ditches and watercourses
accounts, and, in counties, non-resident
tax payments must not be overlooked.

Certificates to County Council,

No reeve or deputy-reeve is allowed to
take his seat in the County Council until
he has filed with the County Clerk a
certificate under the hand of the clerk and
seal of the municipal corporation that he
has been duly elected, and has made the
necessary declarations as such deputy-
reeve. In the case of each deputy-reeve
a declaration of the clerk or other person
having a legal custody of the last revised
voters’ list of the municipality which he
represents must also be filed with the cer-
tificate of appointment, to show that the
list contains names sufficient to entitle the
municipality to be represented by a deputy-
reeve or reeves. The section (66 Consoli-
dated Municipal Act) is positive. The
County Clerk may reject a certificate not
in proper form.

It is ddvisable in all cases to have the
certificates and declarations prepared in
duplicate by the clerks of the local muni-
cipalities ; one copy to be mailed to the

County Clerk and the other to be handed |

to the reeves and daputy-reeves to be
taken by them to the County Clerk at the
first ‘meeting of the Council,
caution is necessary because very often =
papers mailed fail to reach their destina-

tion, and on the other hand members of

County Councils sometimes forget to

bring their certificates with them. In &
order to insure the proper form o
certificates, we would suggest that the
County Clerk be instructed to have them

printed and distributed to the local muni-
cipalities.

his judgment

should not be

seal, with blanks filled up with very im”

‘portant figures, in lead pzncil, which caf

easily be erased with a piece of rubber an¢

other figures substituted, and the salary 0! b ]
the person appointed to do duty under the £

by-law left blank altogether.

This pre- &

on appeal from frontagé &
assessments, reported in Tue WorLp tof §
December, stated : 1 hope I may be per*=g§
mitted to add that by laws of the city =¥
signed by city offit &
cials and sealed with the corporation =
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