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¢ It grieves me much, replied the peer again,
Who speaks so well, should ever speak in vain.”
Pork,

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON
PUBLIC ACCOUN'CS...Concluded. =

The act of the 14th Geo. 111 cap. 88, embraces nearly the
whole of the expeuses of the civil goveroment jthe details where-
of must be superiotended by thie provincial legislature, more
particilaily since it has been especially charged therewith, oth-
erwise, what meaus the formal offer of the House of assembly
of 1810, to charge 1itself with the whole expeuse of the civil
goveroment, then so violently opposed, on the ackuowledge-
meat of that impor:aut right in favour of the piovneial legis-
Tature by fis Majesty, after a consideration of eight years?
‘Would the uvimpottant matter of local establtshmenls, {a term
then unkoown in our official relations with the government, and
which would i van be sougbt for in the speech of Sir John
Coape Sherbrooke, & of his grace the duke of Richmond, }have
mesited the refusal expeitenced by this house in 1810, such 2
long conaideration on the part of his Majesty’s ministers, and
the gratifying assurance of his royal highness, the Punce Re-
gent’s sausfaction with what he deigns to call our “hberality

Auoother proof occurs, in support of what your committec
have just advanced, demonstrating that all the revenues of the
province are at the disposal of the legislaturé. 1t is as posi-
tive as it is recent ; it is contamed in ap official document laid
hefore tins house on the 7th inst. which signifies to this houge
the approbation of his excellency the earl of Dalhousie, gover-
nor-in-chief of this province, respecting a petition presented to
this house, for the rémission of cartain duties of quant. This
matter thes is also within the compelence of the legislatuze,

‘I'hus the opinion that the proviacial legislature alone bas
the right of disposing of all the revenues raised in this province,
rests upon public law—upon the unvarying & uniform interpre-
tation of this house -upon the private & public acts of the gover-
nor of this proviveesunce 1818—and lastly, upon a final judge-
ment in the last resort, asolemn act of parliament, .

Haviog considered the situation of the peovincial legislature,’
sinée 1818, in consequence ol Ins Majesty’s ivstructioss siguified

" -
P P ‘f.':/;‘“"’}' g -3
Noe

R e

Yy

“rre —



e

218

to the provincial parliament by his excellency sir John Coape
Sheibrooke, your commiiice deem it thexrr duly to examine
how far that situation appears to have been altcred by the mes.
sage of s exceilency, the earl of Dathousie, governor-io-chief
of this province, bearing date the 6th February, 1822,

His excelleacy Sir Jobn Coape Sherbrooke, at the opening
of {he session in 1818, acknowledges no other expenditure in
this grovince thao that which is necessary for the support of the
civil goveroment, and calls on the provincial legislature to make

rovision for the ssme, without rvestriction. His excellency
the earl of Dalhousie, 1n lus message of the 6th of February,
establishes two species of expenses, distinct and separate, one
ain support of his Majesty’s civil goverument, and of the ad-
mimstration of justice,” with which his excellency declares him-
self charged, to tlie exclusion of the legislaiure; and the oth-
er, to defray “such local establishments, and objects of public
charge, as form no part of His Majesty’s cunl governnent, and
are not comected with the admiaistration of justice.” The
Intter portion is Jeft to the proviocial parliament.

Haviog applied to this message the attention the more seri-
ous, inasmuch as that official document puts. in question the
dearest rights of the provincial legslature, and of the bouse of
assembly more cspecially ; and jnasmuch as his excellency hes
already several Gimes refeired the house of assembly to that
message, your committee are of opinion—

That the house of assembly cap not in any manner, ackoow-
ledge the principles laid down in that message—

"That theyjcanjuot aeknowledge the distinction which is made
between the expenses of the civil goveroment, and (hose of lo-
cal objects, foreign to the civil government—

That they can not acknowledge in the goveraor-in-chief the
right of applyivg to objects, which be declares foreign to the
civil government of this province, and to the administration of
justice, the mounies specially destined to these objects—

That they can not acknowledge in the governor-in-chief the
right of applying apy portion of the monies levied in this pro-
vinee, and destined for defraying the expenses of the admiais-
tration of justice, and of the civil goverament of thus province,
without being thereunto authorised by the provincial Jegisla-
fure.

From this view of the subject, and the interpretation which
your committee have given to the intention o His Majesty’s
government, when (he liouse was called upon to provide for
all the expenses of the csvil goveroment iu 1818, your commit-
tee have stated the actual funds of the province, taking as a ba-
sis the balance asstated by the inspector-geoersl of public pro-
yi‘ggial accouuts, a3 at the disposal of the legislature at the end
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219 .
of the year 1217, without relinquishing such claim as the pro-
vince may have for such unauthorised payments, unconnected
with the admistration of justice, and the support of the civil
government,as may have heen made previous to that period, 1

Tlus stalement your committee annex to this report, where- ,
by the sum of £163,702 10 04, appears to have been at the
disposal of the legislatuze on the ist November, 1822, against !
winch 1s chargeable 1he expenses of government not provided /
for by special appropriation of that year.

"The document shewsng the amount of appropriated and up- |
expended mouies, up to the 10th October, 1822, exhibits a hist .
of sundry persons who have, from time to time, received pub- - ;
lic mopies, by letters of credst, issued for public services, under '
various provincial acts, from whom no final accounts have as
yet been received.

Yoar commnttee thik it their dnty to snnex to this report
a list (appendix ‘A} of those public accountants, respectfully
submitting to the house the necessity of urging the admistra- .
tion to compel them to render their accouats, that the excess of
such appropriatious may return into the public treasury with U
the least poscible delay. i

Your committee find that the total amount of unexpended }
appropriations, up to the peiiod above mentioned, is £38,728 3
10 10 currency, as appeais by appendix B, aouexed to this |
report. \

1

DEBATES IN UPPER CANADA, ON THE
PROJECTED UNION....cONTINUED. /
It is but justice to give the close of Mr. Sherwood’s speech ,
because it shews a manly, liberal, and enlarged mind, and that -
at least ke is ao advocate for the union on accouot ofthe pub. !
hic and unversal good, which he considers it will produce, apd
that party and interested motives, nor even the particular ad-
vaatage of Upper canada, do not wergh with him in desiring
it.

«The French Canadsacs, he said, were remarkable for guick-
uess of apprehension and solidity of judgement,® and they had
already acquired a strong taste for Eoglish liberty from the )
long administration of the Eoglish criminal law amodg then, k
from the :avaluable mode of trial by jury, aod from an increas- \
ing and continuel commercial intercourse with Great Britai,
and their loyally could not be douhted. This growing predi-
fection, so praiseworthy snd important, if properly wmatured,
would beeome an habitual feeling and sentiment by a more in.
timate and continued counection with the people of Upper Can-

® Thenwhy not give them credit for these qualitics, in the
Jirm and determned opposition they have given to the unon?
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ada who were all Eoglish.®* ‘There was pot ihé least danger
of ‘he Canadraus of Euglish origin becomtug French, erther o
pripciple or practice, so far as yefates 1o their mumcipal laws
anid adopted usages. An unon would raise them suil more io the
esttmation of their parent-state by mcreasing then ability of ma-
Kmg themselves more, useful to her 10 peace & war,&,by their fi-
delity & warm attachment,proving to hei,how much we appre:
ciated the advautage of political :dentity with such an eohght-
ened and greatpation. [t would greatly mcrease their respect-
ability with foreign conotries, who would then see a vast and
exiensive conntry, with all the grest advantages of a good cli-
mate, aud a pecuharly productive sol, possessing a respectable
and enlightencd legislature, whose energies and means would be
abundently sufficient to ensure the uovaried aod rapid advance-
ment of her polifical strength and couscquent aggrandizement +
Ifthere ever wasa state of affairs iequring an uoion, he
thought it was the existsg one between Upper and Lower
Canada. e would not be misunderstood, he desired unwo
with LinERTY, but oot withont, The picuTs apd PRIVILEGES
of the people were more valuable than gold, and mere desirable
than power. No dimution, however small, of their nghts
and pnvileges could happen in the uniou which he advocated,
but all of them would become more useful sud  exntensive from
the 2ereascd ability of the legislature to call them forth into
action,] and to widen then influence and effect for the welfare
and happiness of the people. All the rights, privileges, and
immuoities whatever, granted to the king’s subjects an both pro-
vinces, by the 3ist of the late king sheuld be secured to them,
without diminution, by any pew constitution. Nothing shert

* All, T ol allow, of original British extraction. shve the
French in the Western dhstrict, and a ferv scaticred Germans,
and Amerwcan Dutck , but one half of the mhabtasts of Upper
Canada arc natwe or descended Americans.one fourth, of Scotch
o?.gt:n, and of the ramammng fourth scarcely a mowty are Eo-
glish.

+ Is not thistantamount to saying that the present legisla-
tures of Canadryrre nesther respeclable nor enhyghtoned ?

T What do you say, Mr Sherwood, 1o the probabilily of the
incressed ability of the keguslature to abridee, stific or annul
those nights and privieges ? Suppose,for instance, a majorily of
the united lezislature should vote an address to His Majesty, to
eause the el law of England to be introduced into Lower Can-
ada m all questrons of landed or other properly s or to cause
the boly religion of Calnn to be preacshed wm the Catholhe
churches ; (nether of which, had the union taken place, would
have becn unprobable contingencics ;) would not such measures
be very far fiom widening the influence and effect of the r1ghts,
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of this would mect his approbation * 1t was his humble opin-
lon that the Cavadas wonlil never become a great and power-
ful country, ot their ichabitants enlightened, unless their ener-
gies were uoited, their mutual agimosities soltened, their picju-
dices removed, and their connection with the mother couotry
strengtheped. Should the sepaiate legislatures be jowed,one and
theseme motive must actuate thexr members—rHE pyBLIC
GOouD,

‘Bach representative would, io that eveut, feel it au impera-
tive duty to cxamite, aod carefully weigh, the clums of all
parts of the two provinces on the patriotism, justice, and equaty
of the upited parliament. He wmust openly, w lis place, and in
the presence of the two Canadas, acknowledge 1t lus duty to
promote the interests of both, or he must be censured by the
good, and despised by the wise ; he wonld find 1t difficult to
advocate lalschood, or to suppert error  ihey” (alfuding
probably to Upper Canada, althe® thus part s rather obscure,
seemingly from some typogiaphical exrors or omisstons, )+ want-
ed nothing but jusuce, why then should they fear ? the moral
and powerful opriation of public opivion must be on our side™
(probably meaamg on the side of the untonssts,) “and will e-
ventually effect the disconfiture of habilual prcjudice, aud out-
rageous faction.t We have both night and mterest on our side.
Shall we abandon bath ? Shall we, with a reasonable prespect
of doing ourselves good, neglect the giorrous opportunity winch
now presents itself, and wiich, if allowed to cscape, may oever
agaio return T

«1f injustice and wrong shonld have followers in one branch
of the legislature, public justice and right would find faithful
adherents io the others,§ and this admirable coustitutional check

privileges, and smmunities, conceded to, and now cnjoyed by,the
French catholie inhabitants of Lower Canada, under thar onn
favourie systems of jurisprudence, and relizion?

* In the resolutions entered wto at the mecting on the subject
of the union, held at Brockwlle in November, where Mr. Sher-
wood presided the sizteenth 1s “That unlcss the proposed umion-
tll can be amended by expunging the exceptronable clauses, it
is better, by jar, that the provinces should remain n ther pre-
sent polical state.”

+Ths has already taken place in Lower Canada the porver-

JSul operation of public opinton has discomfiled the outrageous
Scotch faciion, and the habuual tyranme prejudices of the
Scotch wntriguers amongst us.

1Which Heaven in ats mercy forcfend !
§This loo has been nobly exemplificd in Lower Canada,
where publicyustice and right, have found fathful, and firm ad-
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would ulumately extnbat to the world at large, every proceed-
g of the parhament in its pative, tue, aud smple hight; it
wonld reclain the flagitious, undeceive the misguded, and en-
courage, and eveatually support, the honest. The most fre-
quent argument 10 circuiaiton against the propriely of an union
was, thatthey shouid be the victims of a faction regardless of
equity, justice or conscience;® but this assertion appeared to
lum eotirely futle,  1f the principle be true 1o part, it must be
s0 1n the whele, and then the same argument might be brought
agawst all parhaments, and legslatures, which struck im to be
too absurd fo require comment.t

«If public justice did not dwell in a great, dehberative, le-
gislative body, consistiog of thiee separate branches, mdepen-
deot of each other, and one of them «(which ?)” composed of
the most enlightened,wise,& dignified members of the commuui-
ty, assembled to deltberate on matters the most elevated, pure
and important, he was at a loss'to determine where her earthiy
residence could be found. The supreme sovereign power of
the state, or power of action uncontrouled by any superior.f
must rest with some body of men in all nations, and it was de-
voutly to be wished for, that public justice might not be ¢ stran-
ger atsuch august assemblies. Such an accurrence was never
heard of in Britsin;§ and he tiusted the legislature of United
Canada would not form a chsgraceful and solitary exception to
a well founded general rule. Scotlaod and Ireland did not
complain of ifijustice 10 the Uhited parliament,|| why thenshonld

fcrents and defenders in the House of Assembly, and, upon
the great question of the union, wn the legislatwe councils also.

*Itis the falling as victims wto the clutches of a “faction
regardless of equuty, justice or conscience that the Lower
Canadians, too dread ; and hence thewr hatred of the unon.

4 Mr. S.has here lost sight of all logrcalprecision. He as-
sumes that as a principle, which is only a fact ; the question ¥s
not whether factions are or are not essental accidents apper-
tawning to representative legislation, but whether o fuction does
or does nol now exist i Canada.

I This seems o be rather a definition of the Executive branch
of government alone.

$What ! not in Henry the 8iR’s subservient parhament, nor
1 the Long parhament, nor wn the Rump, nor in the early par-
haments of James II, nor i the parhaments that drove tharteen
of the fairest provinces of the British emprre inlo rebellion ?

|| But Scotland and freland both do complan ; the former of
her disproportionale ‘representation, and the lalter of almost
every justiceand oppression that a superior metropolilan state
can infisct upon an inferior. I would never advisethe untemsts

\
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the Canadas apprehend its approach ? Let us then drive far off
jealousy, susprcion, and prejudice, invite, caress, and eatertan
caodour, liberality, and friendship ; usite with our brethien of
Lower Caoada, and we shall become 1espectable, powerful,
and opulent, but yet ¥reE.” i

( To be continued )

In the course of the debate in the House of Commens in
Euglaad oo the 25th February, on the subject of colonial ex-
penses, Mr. Hume stated

«he expenses of the troopsin Canada, amounied to half a
million; of those in Nova Scotia; to £ 150,000—these, it mast
be recollected were the accounts of 1820, and they were not
furnished to the house until 1822. To this mode of account
hie objected ; he looked for ennual sccouuts. At the conclu~
sion of the {ast war, the policy, with regard to the colouies was
entirely altered. Previous to that time, sll the colonies which
came igto our possession, either by cession or conquest, were
governed by legslative assemblies of their own creation 5 at the
conclusion of the war in 1763, all the colonies of which we
possessed ourselves were governed in that maoner : this mode
of government he conceived to be, the best check in distant col-
ovies, but since that period, the wternal policy of these settle.
ments was regulated by orders in council ; under the authority
of these oxders, a revenue to the gmount of one million was
raised ; this practice he maintained to be contrary to law. It
was not easy to ascextain the large sums raised io this macoer :
still more difficult was it to investigate the celonial expenditure,
it was a principle when colonies were unable to defray their
own expenses, instead of being a sonrce of advantage or benefit,
they were a drain and a puisance to the mother-country. Buch
was the situation of wany of our foreign colonies; and for his
part, he thought that if the colonies possessed by England were
severed from her, and restored to independence, the strength of
this country would be improved by the eveut, and she would
still contioue to supply them with every article of consumption,
He would ask if it was not potorious that America, since her
separation, had been a greater consumer of our manufsctures
than she had, or could have, been, duriog her dependsace on
this country ? If Capada were called on to govern herself,
we should "be at once freed from half a million of expense;
and—what he considered even of wore, consequence, from the
necessity of defending Canada, in apy future war with Ameri-
ca. It would therefore, he thought be wise of gaverament 1o
consider whether it would not be for the advantage of this

¢o alludz 'to the Irish unton, %11 ne faut pas parler d'une corde
daos \a maison d’un pendu,
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country that Caoada should be settree, in which case she would
take mote of our mauufactures, besides saving the expense.
fhe more fiee counties there are 1n the world, the more must
Brsh commerce flourish  When the colonies are free, Brit-
aw will st} commard their trade, by which alone she can be
benefited

Although this opuion points to the same end, as that which
1 have formerly expiessed, it proceeds oo a different principle.
M:. Hume considers the giving independence to colonies in
the light of getuug r1id of a burthen, but I leck oo it, 10 that of
acquiung additional stiength, power, and advantage, by means
ol the stnict connection,finm alhance, and mutual favomable pri-
wvileges, which the empire,and its purseling sovereignties abroad,
would entertain with, and from, each other. A mongst the es-
sential stipulations under which such declarations ot indepen-
dence should be made,a prominent one would be that of perpet-
ual defensive alhiuace between the parties; and io that case, the
cousequence Mr. Hume considered so important, namely, that
of Eugland being rehieved from the necessity of defending Can-
ada 1w aoy future war with America, would not foflow. 1 am,
however, glad to see this speculative opinion broachied in parlia-
meat.  Since, oo all haads, 1t 18 agreed that the tme will come,
whet a separation must take place, let it be looked to toug be-
fore, and considered 1 all its bearingg, so that it may he accom-
plished insuch o way, as will secure and augment the honour,
the glory, the advantage, and the prosperity, of the proud snd
noble couutry of which 1 say with the poet,

«Eoglaad, with all thy faults, I love thee stll.”

L. L. M.

The subject of the general hospital, as also the commugica.
tion of a law.student, are unavonlably postpoued.

The Free Press is published every Thursday in Montreal.
price 6 d. per No, or 5 5 6 d. pex quarter, or 22 s. per annum,
payable quarterly 1z advance. Subscribers who do wot reside
in Mentreal, will bave to pay an additional price, adequate to
the expeuse of conveyance.

Oidersfor the Free Press to be addressed to No. 4 St.
Jean Bapuste Street, Mouotreal, or No. 7, Palace-Street, Que
bec

Communications addressed to the editor, L. L. MaccuiLou,
mey be Iit atthose places, orat the post-office, Montresl; or
torwarded (post paid) to the proprietor, Mr. 8. H. Wilcocke,
Buslington, Vermont.
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