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| “THIE SABBATH WAS MADE FOR, MAN.” {

OcroBEr, 1838,

ENCOURAGEMENTS REGARD-
ING THE SABBATH.

« X will put enmity between thee and
the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed” is a prophetic intimation that
will only receive its complete fulfilmens
when the kingdom of Immanuel shall be
ultimately and triumphantly established
on the ruins of the kingdom of Satan.—
Ang so will it be in reference to the Sab-
batic Institute. Not until the weekly
Sabbath has been swallowed up in the ev-
erlasting Subbath will there be a cessati-
on of the warfare between the Sabbatari-
ans and the Anti-Sabbatarians ;—between
those who love and those who hate this
holy institute. 1f; as we bave often and
again stated, the Sabbath constitutes the
grand bulwark against ungodliness on the
one hand, and immorality omthe other,
then it is clear that the emissaries of Sa.
tan will be ever on the alert to seize eve-
Ty opportunity to undermine and destroy,
And if this Institute is to be preserved
at all, in its integrity and sacredness, the
friends of truth and righteousness must be
ever on the watch-tower to observe and
ward off the first sallies of the enemy.—
Ard let them Dbut remember whose day
it is, and whose glory is so deeply involy-
ed in its right observance, and they have
no reason to fear.

Since our last publication there has
been much to encourage and cheer in
connection with Sabbath .observance;
whilst there has been much to call forth
vedoubled watchfulness, and energy, and
geal, on tl:e part of our friends. We beg
to call the special attention of our readers
to the communication of 3r. A. P. Stew-

art which appears in our columns, with
the remarks of the Editor of the London
Medical Journal thereon. The testimony
lifted by G40 of the most eminent of the
professional and scientific gentlemen of
the London DBedical School, against the
opening of places of amusement and revel-
1y on the Lord’s day, and that entirely on
the ground of the physiological view of
the question, is no small matter. The
evidence of the celebrated Dr. Farre be-
fore the Committee of the House of Cum-
mons on Sabbath observance, effected an
immense amount of good, especially a-
mongst those who do not view with the re-
spect they ought the theological argument.
And so, we believe, will it be with this im-
portant movement. Itisat least fitted toshut
the mouths of such men as Messrs. Ilume,
Rocbuck, and even Sic James Grabam.

e have equal satisfaction in directing
the attention of our readers to the follow-
ing extract from the Churchk Witness, of
St. John, N. B., one of the ablest Coloni-
al Protestant Newspapers of the day.—
We rejoice in having such a powerful ad-
vocate of Sabbath observance in the ad-
joining Province. -Could nothing be done
in New Brunswick ip connection with
the postal arrangements, so as to prevent
any secular 3abour in that department of
the public service onthe Sabbath? It
would strengthen much the position of
the friends of the cause hoth in Canada
and Nova Scotia.

¥rom the St. John, N.B,, Church Witness.

Amongst the absorbing topics of the day, it
is of the utmost moment that the all important
question of Sabbath observance should not be
lost sight of.  'Whatever events may bein the
distance, whatever changes may occur, it

should be distinetly remembered that our
highest welfare, individual, social, and nati-
onal, is intimately and indissolubly connect-
ed with the sanctification of one day in seven,
It {5 righteousness that exalteth an individual
as well as a nation, and the existence of this
righteousness 1s usually shown in both cases
by a careful observance of the Sabbath day.
To both is the Sciiptural deilaration, « My
Sabbath shall be a sign between me and you,”
a true index 1o their moral and religious con-
dition. Nothing indeed so surcly marks the
character of' a true christian as his ocbservance
of the Sabbath. Ide lovesit, rejoices in it,
uses 1t with his whole soul and heart, for gain~
ing fresh strength on nis héavenward course.
1le remembers that it is the Lord’s day—a
day which e has blessed and hallowed and
commanded to keep holy—a day, moreover,
which was made for man— particularly for
bis benefit—set apart from all common uses
and employments, that he might bave an op-
portunity of worshipping his Maher and learn-
ing his will, and that be and his household,
his chiklren, his seivants,and even his cattle,
might cease from their daily tol.  And when
thns properly sanctified and kept in a religi-
ous manner, this holy institution becomes the

reatest blessing to mankind. It is merciful-
y calculated to promote, and it does promote,
both our spritnal and remporal happiness and
comfort. On the other band again, if on the
Loly day of the T.ord we honor him not, hut
pollute his Sabbath by doing our own ways,
and finding our own pleasures, and speaking
our own words ; if instead of training up our
children in the way they should go, we then
cause them to go astray through our neglect
or bad example, can we expect the Divine
blessing to rest on ourselves or on them ? No,
surcly not Neither nations nor individuals
have ever prospered by disregarding God’s
boly day; but on the contrary, we confident-
ly assert, have invariably suffered under His
dischasure. Because ye have forgotten and
polluted my Sabbaths, therefore bas this af-
fliction come upon you, is the language .of-
Scripturc: and again, because ye call the

Sabbath a delight, the haly of the Lord, hon-

(13
orable, thcrel‘&e, « 1 will cause thee to ride
upon the high places of the carth, and feed
thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father.”
Believing this most heartily and firmly, we
rejoiced 10 meet.wnh the following paragraph
in a late number of the Record, in reference

10 Sabbath observance in Ingland, and we
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are confident it will afford equal pleasure to
all our readers 1—

“Jtis a wonderful thing to contemplate
how good principles are sometimes scen to
prevail even among men who are not good.
A vast change bas taken place in London
with'reference to the observance of the Sab-
bath, within the last thirty years; a change,
the production of which is not to be traced to
any human agency. At the period of the bat-
tle of Waterloo the parks were thronged from
one o'clock to five cach Sunday with people
of rank and fashion. Now no one is scen
there of a higher class than a man of the
turf, or a woman of doubtful character. At
the same period, Sunday was the great day
for dinner parties at the west-end.  Now that

ractice is also abandoned, or left only to the
cast respectable of the wealthy classes.

And the same change is still going on. A
day or two siuce, we saw the following adver-
tisement in an Edinburgh newspaper i—

¢Rosriy Cuarern Axp CastLe—DBy or-
der of the proprictor, the Chapel and Castle
of Roslin are Nor in future to be exhibited to
any oncon SunNpays. They wili be shown
as formerly on every lawful day’

But this was in Scotland, and it may be
said that the chauge is easily acounted for.—
Well, the next news of the same sort comes
from France. A steeple-chase is announced
to be run at Dieppe, and in France all events
of ‘this ki~d are usually allotted to the Sunday,
when the most people can be present. But
now, strange to say, it has been resolved to
altar the day to Zhursday, especially with re-
ference to those whose religions feelings would
be violated by a Sunday given to racing.—
Tlhis is quite a new feature in French festivi-
ties.

But this is not all. TFrom the very ends of
tho earth come the same tidings. The latest
accounts we bave scen of the movements of
the insurgents in China dwell on the vast be-
nefit which the three hundred millions of Chi-
nese will derive from the establishment of
the Sabbath among them. These ameliorati-
ong, flowing from Christianity, but not tracea-
ble to a real conversion of heart, are very wou-
derful. ‘They scarcely fall in with any knowa
theory ; and the just and aceurate appreciati-
tion of them munst be left to that duy when
Christs followers shall sec face to face, and
know even as they ave known.

We are also delighted to observe th...
he subject of Sabbath observanze receiv-
cd the consideration of the Baptist Con-
vention recently beld at Nietaux. " We
give below the report of the Committee
appointed to consider the subject :—

The Committee on the Observance of the
Lord’s day report :

That, as it bas pleased God, in His wisdom
and kindness, to set apart ‘one day in seven
for rest and devotion, and consequently both
for the temporal and eternal good of man, for
whom * the Sabbath was made,” and as the
religious observance ¢f this divine institution
is evidently, according to Sciipture, history,
and experience, attend with great advantages,
and the violation of it fraught with incalcula.
ble evils; and, furthermore, as tt is often in-
fringed by unnccessary labour, by travelling,
by visiting, &e., your Committee respectfully
recommend the adoption of the following Re-
solution.

Resolved,—That it be affectionately urged
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-upon our Ministers to inculeate with frequen-

cy the hallowing of the day of'sacred rest, and
to preachat least once in the year expressly
on this duty; on the correspondents of our
religious periodicals to furnish communicati-
ons adapted to promote this important object;
and on the members of our Churches gene-
rally ‘o be especially carcful to lot their ex-
ample be suc}:, under all circumsiaaces, as
will tend to secure extensively a strict observ-
ance of the Lord’s day. And further this
Convention are happy to take fhis opportuni-
ty of expressing their satisfaction at learning,
that the Sabbath Alliancein IHalitax—a soci-
cty most catholic in its coustitution, have for
some time laboured successtully for the ad-
vancement of this good cause; in which la-
bows and success the Conventien hereby de-
clare (heir heartfelt concurrence and gratifi-
cation.
All of which is respectfully suomitted.
Cuarwres Tuorrer, Chairman.
.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION.

“ And God Ulessed the seventh day and
sanctified ©0”.

God had now created out of the chaot-
ic mass light and order. DBut these were
as means to an end. The end is life-—life
animal,—life intellectual,—life moral,—
life spiritual,—life social,—life divine,—
Life i3 the crown and consummation of
all ; and then all are pronounced to be
good.

But man is specially blessed. Thereis
deliberation in heaven respecting his cre-
ation. ¢ Let us make man”. Ie is cre-
ated after a high model,—after our like-
ness. He is invested with dominion over
all the creatures. “ And let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and ov-
er the fowls of ihe air, and over all living
creatures”. He is formed for matrimony,
for dwelling in families. ¢ BMale and fe-
male created he them”.  Man stood forth
Godlike and social, having under hin, as
in God’s stead, all the creatures, and for
his life and for them that food was appoint-
cd which the earth was to bring forth.—
The Creator beholds man and is satisfied :
“ And God blessed the seventh day and
sanctified it”,

“God blessed the seventh day”; and
what does this mean? It means that God
ordained the seventh day as a day of holy
improvement, and consolation, and joy.—
This was to spring {rom the contemplati-
on of God’s ineffable perfections as dis-
played in creation*and preservation.—
God himself was to make it a day of spe«
cial blessing to his soul, imparsing bright-
er revelations of his glory and richer com-
manications of himself; meeting with him
directly in religious worship, and infus-
ing into his soul a flame of heavenly de-
votion,

But God did not only bless, he saneti-
fied the seventh day; and what does this
mean? It means that He set it apart for
His own special worship., The word
# ganetify” is sometimes used in veference
to God, and sowmetimes in reference to

man. When taken in the former sense
it signifies, generally, to separate and ap-
point any thing to a holy, a religious use,
Thus the tabernacle, the temple, the
priests, the altars, the sacrifices, wera
sanctified under the 1w, Thus the first-
burn were sanctified. An‘ thus, too, the
seventh day was sanctified. Lvery day
was then holy, and, therefore, it wust
have been a day specially devoted to wor-
ship. In a state of innvcenca man was
not to be idle. The garden into which
he was to be placed he was to keep and
dress. 1le was possessed of a physieal
frame, and that fiame was to be cared for,
to be provided for,

The seventh day he was to rest, and (o
devote to the special worship and service
of the onefliving and true God.  Six days
were enough for his secular employments
and recreations, but the seventh day he
was to consecrate entirely to the glory of
his Creator and Preserver, to devout me-
ditation on spiritual and divine things, to
prayer, thanksgiving, and praise. And
if it was necessary then, when man was
yet in an unfallen state, necessary bath for
his physical and spiritual well-being, to set
apart one day in seven, one whole day for
religious exercises, vastly mwre so is it
now, Wwhen man is in a fallen and aposta-
tized condition, his nalural inclinations di-
ametrically opposed to spiritual objects
and pursuits, and all his desires and hopes
centering on visible and temporal things.

But not only does man now stand more
in need of a Sabbath, trom the condition
both of body and soul, but from the more
extensive fields of exploration opened up
to him, from the brighter marifestations
of the divine glory in the mediatorial eco-
nomy, as well as from the nobler prospects
which that economy sets before him. If,
then, this day was peculiarly welcome to
our Great Progenitor, when yet in prim-
eval dignity and innocence, it onzht to be
vastly more so to us in our present cir-
cumstances, aud for the purpose for which
it was intended.— Original.

HISTORY OF THE SABBATII UNDER
THE PATRIARCIIAL DISPENSATION.
This dispensation lasted about 2300
years; the half of the period that inter-
vened between the fall of man and the
incarnation of the Son of God. The
whole record of the transactions of the
church during this long period is contnin-
ed in the Book of Genesis, and as the
grand design of that Book is to trace the
origin and early bistory of the Israclitish
people, the record of the general proceed-
ings of the church as was to be expected,
is of the most limited descrif.ion. Dur-
ing the whole of the period, there is no
mention made of the Sabbath, and from
this circumstance, it has been contended
that the Sabbath had then no existence.
This is altogether a rash and unwarrant-
able conclusion.  As well might it be said



that the Sabbath lad no existence frcm
Mozes to the prophet Amos, abeut 650
years, as during the whole of that peried
there is no mention made of the Sabbath,
Bu® though there isno direct mention
of the Snbbath during the period under
consideration, there are the moest abund-
ant tiaces and indications of the existcnee
of this Institute both in sacred and pro-
fane writings, and to these we shall now
advert,

And here the practice of family wor-
ship may first be noticed. That social
worship existed under this dispensation
sometimes in a mecre domesticated, and,
at other times, in a more public charac-
ter, is abundantly apparent. To this the
worshippers of the one living and {rue
God were guided alike by the dictates of
our own common wants and necessities,
and by the very nature of the religion
they professed.  Accordingly Moses, the
historian informs vs that, at the birth of
Enos, which was 103 years after that of
his father Seth ; “ Men began to call up-
on the name of the Lord”. This cheer-
ing intelligence, doubtless, refers to the
families in connexion with which it is
spoken, and denotes not that there had
been no calling upon the Lord till that
time, but that thence true religien assum-
ed a more visible form,—the seed of the
woman afterwaids called the sons of God
assembling together for religious worship,
whilst the seed of the serpent might very
probably be employed in deriding them.
Ang this practice was plainly continued
amongst the descendants of that generati-
on. Abraham, Job, Isaac, and Jacob, and
all their contemporaries were all scrupu-
lously observant of social worship. How
ennobling, in connection with this very
subject, the evlogium pronounced by Jeho-
vah on Abraham, asfthe ground of his dis-
closing to the Patriarch the doom impend-
ing the cities of the plain. “ For I know
him that he will command his children
and his bousehold after'him, and they shall
keep the way of the Lord to do justice
and judgment, that the Lord may bring
upon Abrabam that which he hath spoken
of bim”., Ana such being the universali-
ty of social worship among the people of
God, there is the strongest probability
that there were set times allotted for its
observance, and that the clief of these
times was the return of the weekly Sap-
bath.

And all this will appear still more roan-
ifest when we take into consideration the
division of time inlo weeks, at this early
period. Of this division of time we pos-
sess the most abundant and satisfactory
traits and evidences. In the account giv-
en of the offering of Cain and Abel, it is
plain that these two individuals present-
ed their offering to God at one and the
ssme fime. They were, no doubt, ani-
mated by very different principles and
dispositions, and, in token of this, they
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presented very different offerings, the one
unblcedy and the other bloody, but they
met together at one and the same time,
at one and the same place; and it is alto-
gether improbable that they would have
done =0, tave by divine appointment.—
And this, in our opinien, is placed be-
yond all doubt by what is stated regard-
ing the time of their meeting: ¢ And in
process of, time it came to pass, that Cain
brought of the fruit of the ground, an cf-
fering unto the Loid, and Abel, Le also
brougli of the firstlings of bis flock and
of the fat thereot”. The expression, “in
process of time”, is rendered in the mar-
gin of the Bible as more in accordance
with the original, ““at the end of the days
it came to pass”, thus plainly pointing to
that day, which was the end of days, 7. e.,
the seventh, on which God ended Lis
work which he had made, and which he
Lad blessed and sanctificd. But the di-
vision of time. into weeks will appear still
more obvious if we look info the transac-
tions conrnected with the flood. This e-
vent was next in importance to the crea-
tion, and, thercfore, its transactions are
recorded with the utmost minuteness and
ciicumstantiality ; and brings out in bold
relief the point before us.  And here we
have a great variety of days distinctly
specified,—days on which important e-
vents took place in connection with the
flood,—days chosen not by hap-hazard
but with the utmost appropriateness, and
evidently for the purpose of subserving
high and important ends. One of these
days, however, stands forth with peculiar
prominence, even the seventh. In the
seventh chapter of Genesis and fourth
verse, we are informed that Noah was al-
lowed one week to prepare for embarka-
tion. “Tor yet seven days and I will
cause it to rain on the earth forty days
and forty nights; and every living sub-
stance which I have made will I destroy
fiom off the face of the earth”, And in
the tenth verse of the same chapter it is
written, “ And it came to pass afterseven
days, that the waters of the flood were
upon the earth”.  And thiese words, « af-
ter seven days”, scem to mean on the se-
venth day, for that was the day when
Noah made his final entrance isto the
Ark, viz., the seventeenth day of the se-
cond month, answering to our November,
in the six hundredth year of bis life. Af-
ter eight months, Noal’s Ark alights on
the mountains of Ararat. Noah waited
forty days and sent forth the raven on
the seventh day which never returned.—
Seven days after he sent forth a dove,
and that dove, finding no rest for the sole
of its feet, returned and was taken into
the Ark. Seven daysafter, the dove was
again sent forth, and it returned to him
in the evening with an olive leaf placked
off. Waiting yet seven days longer,
be gent forth the dove, which returned
not again to him any more. The repeat-
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¢d mention of seven days seems to imply
that, from the beginning, time had been di.
vided into wecks, which can no otherwise
be accounted for than by admitting that
from the Dbeginning, those who feared
God remembered the Sabbath day to
keep it holy. :
But there are other circumstances that
go far to prove the primitive institution
of the Sabbath, and there is, perhaps, no-
thing =0 vemarkable or instructive as the
great importance attached to the number
seven from the earliest period, the mys-
tical and superstitious reverence with
which this number was regarded both by
those who were favoured with a revelati-
on from heaven and those who were not.
The first intimation of this we havein
the case of Cain. When that murderer
was trembling for his fate, and conscience
stood sentinel at the door with a drawn
dagger in hand, ever and anon reminding
him of his wickedness, the Lord said un-
10 him.—¢ Theicfore whosoever slayeth
Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him
sevenfold”. And this expression is con-
firmed and multiplied by the declaration
of Lamech, “If Cain shall be avenged
sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and se-~
ven fold”. And when we descend the
stream of history, we find the term occur-
ring with still greater {requency and ex-
pressiveness. Seven ewe-lambs did A-
baaham present to Abimelech, in token
of his forgiveness for the injury dore to
bim regarding Bershcba. Seven times-
did Jacob bow before Esau, in proof of
his submission to him. Seven years did
Jacob serve Laban for Rachel, and seven
more for Leah, And how, it may be ask-
ed, did this frequent use of the number
seven originate? In no other way than
in that Institution which commemorated
the course and progress of God’s great
and glorious work,—the work of ereation.
And if we leave the descendants of
Shem and go to the page of profane his-
tory, to the descendants of the other two
sons of Noah, viz: Japheth and Ham,
we shall find the same sacred and rever-
ential use made of thisnumber. The de-
scendants of Japheth, as is well known,
peopled Europe and a great portion of
Asia, and in their writings, their rites and
customs, there are innumerable traces of
this division of time, derived plainly from
early traditions, and not from their inter-
course with the people of Isracl. Her-
tod, the celebrated Greek poet of Boce-
tia, who lived about nine hundred years
before the coming of Christ, aays, ¥ The
seventh day is holy”. Ilomer, who flou-
rished about the same peried, and Calli-
machus, also a Greek poet, who fiourish-
ed in the reign of Ptolemy Energitis,
about seven hundred years later, both
speak of the seventh day as “holy”. Lu-
cian, also a Greek writer, born at Samo-
sata, who flourished about four hundred
years after Callimachus, says, ¢ The

-
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seventh day is given to the schoolboys as
a holiday”. Again, amongst both Greek
and Latin poets, we find the number se-
ven mystically employed. The seventh
day is spoken of as propitious ;—the war-
rior’s shield is constantly represented as
sevenfold ;—vast heaps of snow are said
to br coiled sevenfold, alsoj;—and the
coilg of the serpent as he lies in act to
spring are-said to be sevenfold. Bees
are said to live for seven summers ; and
seven bullocks and seven rams are offer-
ings made by the heathen to their Dei-
ties. Our own.immediate progenitors,—
the Saxons—have left us, to-this day, our
week of seven days, which evidently must
have had its origin in the highest antiqui-
ty. The Hindoos, also, of Japhetian ori-
gin, whose astronomy is the most ancient
in the world, divide their time into weelks.
In their writings as well as in their arch-
itectural monuments the number seven is
employed: by them in much the same way
as in the Scriptures and in the classical
writir.gs.

Of the descendants of the other son of
Noah, namely, Ham, many of whom con-
tinued to sojourn in the plain of Shinar,
and others of them under DMozraim re-
paired to Africa and laid the foundation
of the Egyptian monarchy ;-—of this
branch. of Noal's family we have very
little information from which we can glean
anything on the point under considerati-
on. The curse denounced against it was
fully verified in its moral, mental,and phy-
sical degradation. Herodotus who visit-
ed Babylon ere its glory had passed away,
describes the temple of Japheth Belus
“ g3 a town of the solid depth and height
of one furlong ; upon which resting as up-
on a base, seven other lesser towers are
built in regular succession”.

That this use of the number sewen is
not o hap-hazard ov a casual occurrence,

but indicative of its mystical character-

and early origin, is manifest from the ac-
count we have of some of the pyramids of
Egypt, which were evidenily not tombs
but temples of worship, and the first of
them, in all probability, built by.those ve-
ry individuals who. had lent their aid in.
the constraction of the Tower of Babel.
In all the descriptions we possess of these-
pyramids, it is evident that, on the same
level with the great pyramid, and on a
platform apparently prepared for them
all, there gve placed at equal intervals, a-
long the southern side of its base, six les.
ser pyramids, all.of equal size ; and thus
enhanee not only the number seven, indi-
cating its mystical use-again, but while
the six. small pyramids all note the six
days of labour, the mighty and majestic
seventh pyramid elevaies itself to the hea-
vens, an appropriate symbol poiating to
the heavens, and intimating expressively
that the glory of the seventh day fartran-
scends that of all the other six.

Such is a brief account of the proof of
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the existence of the division of time into
weeks, derived not only from sacred but
from profane history. That such a divi-
sion of time existed among all nations,
whether or-not they were favouved with
the light of a vevelation fromr heaven,
cannot, we think, adnit of a doubt. And

to what are we to trace the origin of such*

a fuct? It cannot be ascribed to any na-
tural er astronomical cause, such as the
division of time into days, or months, or
years. Itcan alone be ascribed to the
primitive institution of the Subbath, in
accordance with the plain intimation of
the Mosaic record. Such nations and
people may have ceased tv observe the
Sabbath, but threy retained what was a
witness against them, viz: the time of its
celebration.— Original.

For the Sabbath Observer.
THE SABBATH.

Almighty Lord | Sovereign of earth and lieaven:
Obedience to thy mandute shall be given !

Thy *Throne on high, in mildest radiance shines,
Tor Jesus’ love encircles and entwines.

“Sinai” no more deals forth vindictive ire
To rebel man :—love's the consuming five ;
The victim’s slain ! the Atoning Blocd, hath flow’d,
‘The debt immense, of gratitude is ow'd !

‘ Mount Sion” now the City of our King,
Rises Jehovah’s praise to sound and sing !

With. voice, of heavenly accent to entreat—
Come yield obedience, worship at His feet.

The hallowed day, our God to man hath given,
His soul 10 train, for services in heaven;
To afford his ransomed spirit here below,
In fuith, and love, in grace, and hope to grow,

To attair. the full conformity divine!
‘That o'er tho cavth, s light and truth may shine,
Thus sending forth the savor of His namu-;
And r;lqn, (his fellow-man) to bless and to re-
claim.

Welcome ! thiice welcome then, the “Seventh day;”

Apportioned by our God :—would it conld stay,
Nor. pass so swift:—but linger out its hours,

e“call itadelight ;” Tvshall absorb our pow'rs.

We'll gratefid listen to the Gospel sound,
Its truths refresh, its promises abound,

With strengti’ning comfort to the believing ear,
Ditfusing life, and scattering every fear !

Oh praise the LordT—whose love to man hath

givem
His ¥ Sablaths to be a-sign”P’tween earth and'
heaven.
That he may know,—'tis God the Lord doth set
apart—

Doth Sanctify and yield the obedieut heart.
Guysborough, Aug. 191h,-1853. ;

*sainh 1xvi. 1Ezekiel xx 12th.

APOLOGIES FOR TRAVELLING ON,
THE SABBATH, .

(Extracted from * Practical Thoughts” by Rev-
W. Nevixs, D.D.) .

[The following “ TuoucTs,” from the pen of
the late Dr. NEVINS of America, have proved
usefulun his own country, and, it is presumed;
may prove uscful also in ours, I a few plac-
¢s they iave a somewhat local reference, bat,
an honest conscience will have na dufficalty 1n
muking the necessary application. Had Dr.
Navins lived in-the days of the * Railway,” in-
stead of the Stege-Coach,” when the land is
threatencd, not with occasional, but with uni-
versal Sabbath-deseeration, we can well snp.

pose him to have writton with- greater pumgen-
cy, awl to have raised' a note of yet Jouder
alarm.]

Some of those who do the work of journey-
ing on the Sabbath, do net condescend to
make any apology forir. They care neither
for the day, nor for Him who hallowed it.—
With these we bave nothing to do.  Our bu-
siness is with those who, admitting the general
obligation of the Sabbath, and knowing or
suspecting Sunday travelling 10 be a sin, of-
fer apolozies which they hope may justify the
act in their case, or else go far 1o-
ward exteauvating the erminality ~f it. 1
propose to the judgment of my readers some
of the excuses for this sin, as I cannot help
calling the breach of the fourth commandment,
which from time to time I have heard.alleged.

[Iam sorry todo it].

I would premise that I know of no sin
which men are so sorry for before it is done,
amd so ready 1o apologize for afterwards, 1
cannot tell how many persons, about to travel
on the Sabbath, have assured me that they
were very sorryto doit; and yet they have
immediately gone and done it.  They have
repented and then sinned—jnst like Herod,
who was sorry to put John the Baptist to death,
then immediately sent an executioncr to bring
his head. It does not diminish the criminali-
ty of an act, that it is perpetrated with some
degree of regret: and yet the presence of
such a regret 18 considered by many as quite
a tolerable excuse.

[Tt is against my P#inciples.]

One’gentleman, who was sorry to rravel on
the Sabbath, added, T recollect, that it was
against his princinles to make such a use of
the day. It wondered then that he should do
it—that he should-deliberately practise in op-
position to his principles. But 1 was sull
more surprised that he should think to excuse
his practice by alleging its contraricty to his
principles.  ‘What are principles for, but to
regulate practice ; and 1f they have not fixed-
ness-and force enough for this, of what use
are they 2 A-wman’s principles may as well
be in.favour of Sabbath-breaking, as his prac-
tice; and certainly it constitutes a better apo-
logy for a.practice, that it is in conformity to
one’s principles, than that it is at varianco
with them.

[ftis not my Habit T,

Another-gave pretty. much the same rea-
son for his conduet, in different words: ¢ It
is not my Zabit,” said he, “ to travel on the
Sabbath.” It was only hisact He did not
uniformly do it. He only occasionally did it.
A man must be at a loss for reasons, who al-
leges an apology for travelling one Sabbath;
that he does not travel other Sabbaths. The
habit of obedience forms no. excuse for the-
act of disobedience.

[1%ave done it once Already.]

An intelligent lady, who was intending to
travel on the Sabbath, volunteered this ex-
culpation of herself  She said she had travel-
led one Sabbath already since she left home,
and' she supposed it wasno worse to travel on
another. 1¥har, then, are not two sins worse
thanione ?

[ We can have as-good thougkls in one place as
in another.]

Another (and she was a lady too) said she
could read good: books by the way,.and you.
know, said she, that we can have-as good:
thoughts in.one place as in another. 1assent~



ed, but could not help thinking that the per-
sons employed in conveying her might not
find their aituation as favourable to devout
reading and meditation. This, 1 suppose, did
not occur to her,

[ do not commence my Journey on Sabbath.]

Another person said. that he would never
commence a journey on the Sabbath; but
when ouce set out, he could see no harm in
proceeding. But I, for my part, could not see
the mighty difference between setting out, on
Sabbath, and going on, on the Sabbath. My
perceptions were so obtuse that I could not
discern the one to be travelling, and the other
to bo equivalent to rest.

E1f L stop on Sabbath, I must wait on the road.]

Again, I was frequently met with this apo-
Togy for journeying on Sabbath: « The stage
was going on, and if T had'laid’by on the Sab-

~bath, I should have lost wy seat, and might
have bad to wait on the road, perhapsfor a
whole week, before I could regain it”  This
apology satisied” many They thought it
quits reasonable that the person should pro-
ceed under those circumstances. But it did
not satisfy me. I¢ occured to me, if'he had
honoured the Sabbath, and committed his
way to the Lord, he might not have been de-
tained on the road beyond the day of rest—
But what if he-had-been 2 Are we under no
obligation to obey a command of God, if we
foresce that obedience to it may be attended
with some inconvenience ?  Better the deten-
tion of many days, than the transgression of
a precept of the decalogue.

[ WV take only a small portian.of the Morning,

or Evening.J

One, person told. told.me that he meant to
start very early in the morning, for he wish-
ed to occupy as little of the Sabbath in tra-
velling as possible. Anoiber proposed to lie
by all the middle of the day, and proceed in
the evemng, and he was swe there could be
no harm in that. Ah, thought I, and has not
Sunday a mornmg and an evening appro-
priate to itself, as well as any other day of
the week 2 Is the morning of Sunday allone
with Saturday, and the evening ne more sa-
cred than Monday 2 Did God hallow only
the middle of the day ? And.is the day of
rest shorter by several hours.than any other
day? 1never could see how one part of the
Sabbath should be entitled to more religious-
respect than another part. It scems to mea
man may as properly travel on the ncon of
the Sabbath, as in the morning or evening,

[ We manage so as to atiend Church.]

One person was very particular to tell me
what he meant 10 do after he had travelled a
part of the Lord’s day. He expected, by a-
bout 10 or 1? o’clock, to-come across a charch,,
and he inrended to go inand worship. That,
he supposed, would set all right-again.

[I journey to attend a Cliurch Meeting, or
v to Preach.],

Another, a grave-looking personage,. was
travelling on the Sabbath to reach.an eccle-
siastical meeting in season. _Another, in or-
der to fulfil an appointment he bad made 1o
preach.. These were ministers. They plead-
ed the necessity of the case,; but I could see
no negessity in it. I thoughtthe necessity of,
keeping God'’s commandmentsa much ¢learer

and stronger gase of .necessity.. The business |

of the meeting could go on, withont that cler-
gyman, or it might have been deferred a day
in waiting for him, or he might have lefi home
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a day carlier. The appointment to preach
should not bave been made; or if made, should
have been bLroken.

[1 am anzious to be home to my Iamily.}

There was one apologist who had net heard
from home for a good while,and he was anxi-
ous to learn about his family. Something in
their circumstances might require his pre-
sence. I conld not sustam even that apology,
for I thought the Lord could take care of kis
fanily without him as well as with him, and
1 did not. buheve they would be likely' to sut-
fur by his resting on the Sabbath out of res-
pect to God's commandment, and spending
the day in implormg the divine blessing on
them.

[1 cannot lodge at a Public Ilouse, or Coul-
try Tavern.]

Another apologist hanced to reach, on Sa-
turday night, an indifferent public house.
He pleaded, therefore, that it was necessary
for him to proceed on the next day, until he
should arrive at better accommmodations.  But
I could not help thinking that his being com-
fortavly accommadated, was not, on the whole,
se impertant as obedience to the decalogue.

Oune person thought he asked an unanswer-
able question, when he begeed to know why
it was not as we'l to be on the road, as to be
lying by at a countsy tavern. It occurred.to
me, that if his horses had possessed the facul-
ties- of Bulaam’s beast, they could have readi-
ly told him the difference, and why the latter
part of the alternative was preferable.

[My Companions are going Forwurd },

There was-still aunother person who was
sure his excuse would be sustained. Ile was
ons ofa party, who were determined to pro-
ceed. on the Sabbath in spite of his.reluctance,
and he had no.choice but to go on withy them.
Ah, bad he no choice ? would they have forc-
ed him to go on ? could ke not have-separat-
ed from such a party ? or might he not, it he
had been determined, have prevailed on
them to rest en the Lord’s day 2 Suppose he
said, mildly yet Grmly : * My conscience for-
bids me fo journey on the Sabbath. You
can £o, but you must leave me. I am sorry
to interfere wi h your wishes, but 1 canuot of-
fend God.” Is it not ten to one such a re-
monstrance would have been successiul ? 1
cannot help suspecting that the person was
willing to be compelled in this case.

[ Strict Sebbath-keeping is Puritanical.]

But many said that this strict- keeping of
the Sabbath was an old puritanical notion,
and this scemed to case their conscicnces
somewhat. I remarked that I thoughe it old-
er than puritanism. A Sinaitical notion I
Jjudged it to be, rather than puritanical.

[ Pray, do not tell my Frignds § «
Many Sunday travellers Imet with, bega-

ed me not to tell their pious- relatives. that,

they had travelled on the Sabbath. They.
thought, if these-knew it, they would not think
sowellof them.and they would belikely to hear
ofit again. No one asked me notto tell God,
They did not scem .to- care how it affected
them. in. his estimation. ¥t never occurred to
them that they mizht.lrear from the Lord of
the Sabbath on the subject.

1 do not know any purpose which such a-
pologies for, Sabbath-breaking serve, since
they satisfly neither God nor bis people; but
one, and that is not.a very valualle one.—
They serve only, as far as I can see, to de-
luge those who offer them.
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Ilovo to be fair Ihave been objecting
lately against the Catholics, that they reduce
the number of the commandments to nine. 1
here record my acknowledgment that some
of ys Protestants have really but nine. The
Catholics omit the second ; some of our Pro-
testants the fourth,

[The true secret of all such apologies is to
be found in an alienated heart. The heart
first rebels against the Sabbath, and then the
head goes forth in search of-excuses. Doing
right pays so well, that one can afford to be
at some trouble and cxpense todo it. The
course of scund reason, therefore, is first to
ascertain whatisduty ; and then, we may be as
sure as that there is a Moral Governor in the
Universe, that it is our interest, in all places
and at all times, to do what he commands.—
Think of an epology for disobeying God I—
Think of a man’s calculating the advantages
of disobeying God !

Some talk of present gratification; but ave
sound bealth, a refreshed intellect, an approv-
ing conscience, holy feelings, the smile ana
blessing of heaven, things of no value ? Yot
all :l(llesc are sacrificed by the Sabbath-brealk-
er.

EXAMINATION OF MISCELLANE-
OUS OBJECTIONS AND PQPU-
LAR FALLACIES.

BY REV. ANDREW-THOMSON, B. A.

( Continued.)

5. Driven from all other shelter, the enc-
mies of the Sabbath have been fain to take
refuge under the authority ofa few preat
names. Euther and Calvin, it is said, did not
hold your vigid views. Suppose they did not.
It is forgotten that their position was peculi-
wly unfavourable for the exanunanon of the
subject. ‘Fhey looked at the Lord’s-day a-
mong many days of mere human appuintment,
~—~it was Indden like Saul among 'the stutf,—
is the wonder great that they were tempted
1o reject all sacred days whatever 2 The im-
petueus nature of the great German Reform-
er ied him to reject other things that were di-
vine, such as the Epistle of James. What
wonder that in removing some of the rubbish
of the teraple, these great men stiould uncon-
sciously bave swept away with us, some of its
purest gold. Their circumstances called
more for energetic action, than for discrimi-
natiom,

But we who live in these later and calmer
days, have had time to discrimina.e, and we
can now discover in the lax views which some
of the leading Reformers entertained on the
subject of the Sabbath, and in the iaxer prac-
tices which those views introduced into the
churches, one reason why the e of the Re-
fermation cbbed so soon.. They planted a
vinoyerd, but they.forgot to place around it
Ged's wall of defence ; ami thus it is that “the
boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the
wild beast of the field doth devour it”.

But has-it indeed.come to this, that a duty
may be held as uncertain uniil there is per-
fect unanimity amony christians regarding it,
and that so long, as some great name can be
quoted as speaking doubtfuily on the subject,
the obligatiyn is suspeaded. Admit this prin~
cipley and then tell us what error or folly is
there, that may aot, borrow the. sanction of
some great name, Luther might then.be quot-

.ed as adrvocating views of the Lord’s Snpper

that savour of mysticism,. if they do-not bo-
der on absurdity ; the name. of Calviu_might
be used to vonsecrate intolerance; Milton
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might be brought in as the patron of lax and
dangerous novions on the subjeet of divoree ;
Baxter might be appealed to as a believer in
ghosts and apparttions; oue illustrious name
of our own tunes, might be cited in favour of
the use of the erncifix in onr secret devo'i-
ong; and anotley, in opposition to the forma-
tion of christians into distinet and visible so-
cicties. But what would this be but falling
pack upon one of the worst maxims of the
Jesuits, that any practice is allowable to a
disciple in favour of which he can quote one
of the Fatherg, and which drew upon that so-
ciety the polished and seorching sarcasm of
the * Provincial Letters”. Hasit yet to be
proclaimed that true Protestantism involves
In it not only the 2igkt but the duty of pri-
vate judgment, and that rising above all Re-
formers and Fathers, the christian disciple
has ever to remember that « One is his mas-
ter even Christ”

Were it not that a far abler pen has alrea-
dy referred 10 another {allicy, we should have
been tempted to notice it al some length.—
¢ Iivery thing ceremonial”, it hias been said,
t was done away, when Christ arose from the
dead Not one lingering shred of carnal or-
dinances remains, under tlus mature and spi-
ritual economy”,  Admirted,—but what then?
Is the Sabbath-law therefore repealed 7 Oh,
most preposterous conclusion!  The law
which provides for the children of toil and
the sons of connerce—

% Hackney'd in business, weavied at that oar
‘Which thousands, once fast chained to, leave
10 more’—

opportunity of undisturbed attention to spiri-
tual things, th s day the badge of an immature
economy, a burdensome rite which was a-
gainst us and contrary to us, too carnal for
christianity or for christians! Surely it is
enough to put such a sugeestion as this in
plain language in order to expose it. Would
not the real state of the case be found to be,
not that the Sabbath was too carnal for those
who speak thus, but that they are not spiri-
tual enough for the Sabbath., Atleast,itisa
significant fact which these objectors might do
well to ponder, that the most ciminently spiri-
tual christians have ever been those who re-
lished the Sabbath most. * Ob, surely”, was
the frequent exclamation of the pious Philip
Henry, at tho close of a well-spent Sabbath,
#if this be not heaven, it must be the way to
it".

These, and simslar objections are easily
disposed of, and yet their very existence and
public reiteration prove to us, that we have
reached a crisis in the cause of the Sabbath
in our land. And we shall be sinfully blind
{o the magnitude of the interests that are im-
perilied, and to our own responsibility, if we
do not strain every nerve to make the erisis
terminate favourably. It isa thing of no se-
condary or transient interest that is assailed,
when the weapons of an unhallowed warfare
are lifted up against this institute of heaven.
With our Sabbath-day, all that is most valua-
ble to us as citizens, and most sacred to us as
christians, stands in jeopardy. Call for testi-
monies to its importance and benignant infla-
ence, and what “ a cloud of witnesses instant-
ly compass us about”. View it simply as a
day of rest, and the whole medical world will
arise to proclaim its beneficent tendencies.—
View it in iisrelations to the industrial-wealth
of kirgdoms, and statistical enquiries will at-
test that six days of labour, followed by the
weekly rest,.are more productive than a sys-
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tem of continuous toil.  View it in its bear-
ings on the stability of rommomvoah}xs, and
the greatest of modern statesmen, Edmund
Burke, will tell you that it is estimable.—
View it as a bulwark against the inroads of
infidelity, and Voltaire, who not only reject-
ed (:hris'iiamit_\', but vowed to crush it., will
confess that he despaived of cffeeting his ob-
ject, so long a¢ people would assemble every
‘week for religious worship  View it as af~
focting the prosperity of christian churches,
and all history will pnint toits observance or
negleet as the infallible index of spiritual
prosperity or decay, and the churches of
Great Britain, of New Englaud, and of the
Waldenses, will be named as having been for
ages the wost Sabbath-keeping and the most
pure. View it as confributing to fan the flame
of personal piety, and to deliver the roul {rom
the gathering mists of carthly feeling, and
Wilberforce will hasten to assure you, that it
was his Sabbath-musings which raised bis soul
when it was ready 10 cleave to the dust, and
saved him from plunging iunto the troubled
and turbid waves of party-warfare ; and eve-
ry man of living piety will tell you that it ac-
cords with the mstinets of his new nature, and
that, i’ God had not given him a Sabbath, he
would have prayed for one. Oh, sha}l we
lightly fling from us this blessed bimhright ?
or shall we not rather be jealous agamst even
the least invasion of its integrity, and seek to
transmit it to our children, and to our chil-
dren’s chijdren, in unimpaired sanctity. ow
does its weekly return, bending over us, like
the bow in the cloud, with 1ts sublime memo-
rials of creation and redemption, invite and
attract our meditations upwards, and cven
seent to open up a pathway for our feet into
the heaven of heavens.  Weuld we havz this
radiant memorial blouted out, and gaze up-
ward only upon the dark clouds that have
been gathered from our human cares and sor-
rows. Or remembernng the traths which it
commemorates, and the blessings of which it
is the divinely constituted vehicle and guard,
shall we not hail its carliest beams with thoze
words of the Psalmist : ¢ T'his is the day which
the Lord hath made: we will be glad and re-
joice in it”
“Q day most calm, most bright,

The fruit of this, the next world’s bud,

The indorsement of supreme delight,

Writ by a friend. and with his blood ;

The couch of time ; care’s balm and bay;

‘The week were dark, but for thy light:

Thy torch doth show the way.

Thou art & day of nrirth:
And where the week days trail on ground.
Thy flight is higher, as thy birth;
O let me take thee at the oound,
Leaping with thee from seven to seven,
Till that we both, being toss’d from carth,
Fly hiand in hand to heaven”!

SUNDAY AT THE CRYSTAL PALACE.

To the Edilor of the London Asseciation dle-
dical Journal.

Sim —As a petition, signed by not fewer
than 640 of the medical men of this metropo-
lis, is about to be presented to the Houses of
Parliament, I think you will agree with me
that some account of its origin and object is
due to the world, Its promoters have been
charged both publicly and in many private
circles, with geing beyond theiv province,
with making an unwarrantable jumble of nze-
dicine and theology, and with insisting on-a
religious dogma, to the prejudice alike of phy-

siological ¢ uth and the health of the working
classes.  We mect these charges with a gen.
eral and unhusitating contradiction.  We
have not transgressed our province ; butif
wa bad, wo were challenged to do so by our
aceusers ; and though resting our appeal for
the maintenance of' the existing law mainly
on the sanitary requirements of the working

~classes, we felt bound at the same time to de-

clare without reserve our convictions of what
is due to religious truth and public morality.
Let me state, ina few words, the history of
the petition, which 1 hope you will be able to
insert entire

‘Those who ara interested in the opening
of the Crystal Palace at Sydenham on Sun-
days, cousidering that their other auguments
would be strengthened i they could enlist
the support of the medical profession, sent
petitionsto all or most of the hospitals and
dispensaries in London (and one I under-«
stand, was stealthily laid on the table of the
toyal Medical and  Chivurgical Scociety),
requesting signature in favour of the prope-
sed Measure. In some quarters, this appli-
cation was more or less favourably received ;
in others it was rejected with unqualified and
unanimouns reprobation. Several signatures
having been attached to the petition at the
Middiesex Hospital, those who decidedly
disa\)pra\'cd of it felt bound to accept the
challenge thus addressed to them from with-
ouwl and fully as well asfearlessly 10 express
their opinions on a subject of so great im-
portance. Iad they declined it, they would
have Jaid themselves open to the just impu-
tation of time-serving, and (let’ me add)
cowardly unfaithfulness to their most sacred
convictions of duty, Finding that many of
their friends mo:t heartily concured in their
views, and desired an opportunity of express-
ing them to Parliament they resolved that
the petition should emxbrace the whole of Lon-
don, so far as it conld be reached by them;
and also that, as the movement had spontane-
ously originated within the pale of the medi-
cal profession, it should be, asithas been,
carried on and completed solely by its mem.-
bers. It wasnot at first expected that it
would receive more thar. fiftyor a hundred sig-
natures, but six hundred and forty-one have
appended their names, among which are many
of very high professional and scientifie cele-
brity. Many others ave at one with them on
the question at issue, but object ro signing
petitions not strictly professional. Woe worth
the day, when the lips of the medical man
shall retuse to utter that noble sentiment--
“Iomo sum, nihil humani @ me alienum
puto.”

The innovalors demand the repeal of the
existing law, which forbids the opening of
Placcs of amusement on Sunday ¥OR GAIN.
The conncetion between the health ofthe
people and the pecuniary gains of a powerful
trading company is by no means self-evident 5
yet, but for the tempting profits, we should
have heard but little of the public health.
The petitioners on the other hand, plead for
the mamtenance of the existing law, on the
ground that a seventh day or'rest is essential
to the well being of AL men in every con-
dition of life. They condemn the system,
yearly gaining ground, which,. in the name
of a portion of Society, denies to many what
God in his sovereignty and merey designed
for ALL—a seventh day of spiritual improve-
nent and bodily repose. “They see with
alarm the statement, that the demands of cu-
pidity, amusement, and vice~—of the newspa-



per presy, the ('.-.\ml, the steamer, the railroad,
the public carriuge, the tavern, the bake.
house, and the tobacea-ghop, have already
engulphed in the ever-widening vortex of
Sunday traflic nearly a mitlion of' the work-
ing men of Britain!l If these human ma-
chines wera beasts of burden, we might have
some hone of bettering their condition under
the Act tor the prevention of eruelty to ani-
mals; but as they are only men, gitted with
reason and with deathless souls, they are to
be sacrificed for the anod of sociely—used up
with appalling rapidity—compelled for the
sako of their fellows, (o do harder work on
the day of rest than  any other day oftheir
toilsomoe week—doomed as an omnibus dri-
ver once said to a triend of mine, to ook for
restonly in their graves, Is this, we ask, in
accordance with sound physiology, with or-
dinary humanity, above all, with Clristian
morality ?  Yet this is the system to which it
is proposed, by the opening of the Crystal
Palace on Sunday, to give a developement
hitherto unknown in Ingland.  We carnest-
ly protest against it, uet only on moral and
economical, but “on sanitary aud medical
grounds,” Lecause we consider the Sabbath
rest essential to the healih of Arnrn, and be-
licve that, underthe proposed relaxation of
the law, the million ofmen now doomed to
incessant toil would be quickly doubled.
Then, if not before, the mass of the working
classes would find, when too late, thar, under
a delusive expectation of increased facilities
for healthful recreation, they ha'l been saeri-
ficed, in Jhe first place, to * the claims of
capital,” and next, to the aristocracy of their
owr: order and the middle classes, who can
take their holiday when they please, without
encroaching on the liberty of their more
needy and helplessneighbours.  We venture
to think that the concluding paragraph of the
of the petition, which pleads for a wecekly
halé-holiday (o the labouring population, sug-
gests 4 a wore excellent way.”
I am, &e.,
A. P. StewaRrT.
74, Grosvenor Street, June 20 1853.

SUNDAY—AT HOMI, OR ABROAD?
{From the London Association Medical Journal )

In a subsequent page will be found aletter
from a member of the Association (Dr. Stew-
art of the Middlesex Hospital), announcing
that six hundred.and forty London medical
practitioners have signed a petition to Parlia-
ment against granting to the proprictors of
the new Crystal Palace atiSydenham, the
power of opening it for profiz on Sundays.—
Tpon inquiry, we find that among the six
hundreil and forty signatures, there are the
names of wmany of the most eminent of our
profession. The step which bas thus been
taken by so numerous and influential a body
of metropolitan physicians, surgeons, and ge-
neral practitioners, undoubtedly claims the
attention of the journalist We might per-
haps avoid the question, by declaring that
it i3 not professional iu its character; and
that medical men have nothing to do with
state politics; but such a course would not
only be opposed to our own convictions of
duty, bat would likewise be a del:berate cen-
sure upon our esteemed colleague Dr. Stew-
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art, and his coadjutors in the present move.
ment.  We would not willingly incur such a
reproach. Dlost cordially do we say with Dr.
Stowart:—¢ Woe worth the day, when the
lips of the medical man shall refuse to ntter
that neble sentimeat—~Zomo™ sum, nikil hu-
mani & me alienum puto” Itis noching short
of professional cant aml social heresy to abdi-
cate the responsibilities and the prerogatives
of the man, when we assume the functions of
the medical practitioner, In becoming mem-
bers of a profession, we cannot guiltlessly ig-
nore tho fact, that we still remain members
of the commonwealth ; and that while our pe-
sition as wedical men imposes upon us cer-
tain special duties, it does not release us from
any of the olligations which every citizen
owes to the State.

Theve is a depth and a magnitude in the
question betore us which is not suficiently
recognised by many of those with whom we
are in the bhabit of associating and conver-
sing. The question is not merely, Shall the
Crystal Palace be open or closed on Sun-
days? It is the broader question, whether
Sunda, i3 to be made in this country—what
it has long been in France—a day ofincreas-
ed toil to the minority, that the majority
above them in the social seale may seck plea-
sures at a distance fromn their homes, v anid
scenes more brilliant and more exciting than
the domestic cirele? This is the real aspect
of the question at issue. Were Parliament
to grant to the proprie ors of the Crystal Pa-
lace the privilege of throwing it open on
Sundays to the myriads of this hugo metropo-
lis, for gain, assuredly the speculators of
Vauxhall and Cremorne, and the lessces of
the theatres, would clamorously deman-l, and
cre long obtain, a similar concession.  Tuen>
again, in accordance with an universal law,
the example of Londoa would be imitated in
every provincial town in the kingdom. Ia
this way a rapid and a radical chanze would
be induced in the habits of the people—a
change for the better, we shall be told by
some of our prominent statesmen and popu-
lar orators—a change for the worse, we shall
be as positively assured by politicians of ano-
ther slamp.  We can fancy that we see be-
fore our eyes the familiar speeches of Mr
~Joseph IIume and others in behalf of Sunday
amusements for the people—* intellectual
and elevating recrea‘ions, caleulated to en-
tice the toil-worn mechanic from his tavern
debaucheries;” or, sailing back over the ocean
of Parliamentary debate, we can stop ab a

memorable speeh dclivered during the dis-
cussion on the ¢ Public Ilouses Bill,” on the
1st of June, 1842, by an able statesman, at
present a Cabinet Minister of the Queen.—
Upon the occasion referred to, S.a James
Graham said :—

“ I see no evil in allrard-working man_tak-
ing a littic refreshiment more timulating than
tea, perhaps, in a public hous: on a Sabbath
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morning ; and I have been told that in the
manulacturing districts it was customary for
the artizans to take their breakfasts on such
oceasions in public houses, that they misht
enjoy a littie more comfort than ordinary.”

We believe that both Sir James Graham
and Mr Hume have a higher object in view
than the speaking of pleasant things to ten-
pound voters—the aristocracy of the working-
classes; and that they sineerely desire to im-
prove society by affording facilities for Sun-
day extradomal indulgzences and amusements.
But while we accord to them all praise for
honest philanthropy of purpose, wo venture
to charge them with a great political blunder.
All history proclams their panacea to be
worthless. \We cannot help stating our deep
conviction that it is shallow statesmanship—
charlatanic treatment of the body politic ~ It
is palliating symptoms by soothing syrups,
and at the same time allowing the diseased
condition, whence the pains arise, to remain
without a remedy, and ready on any slight
provocation to burst forth with implac.%lc
violence.

Amusement is essential ta all elasses of the
community—to those who work with the mind
as well as to these who work with the body ;
and we wonld go all lengths with Mr, Hume
m ecarnestiy striving to obtain for our toil-
worn population a weekly holiday. But wo |
would take the ground of the petitioners, and
not puichase this boon at the price of weak-
ening home attractions, and ol seducing the
heads of families from the cultivation of home
affections, amid  which ouly can be acquired
enduring lessons of virtue, patriotism, and
religion.” It is beeause we believe virtuous
homes to be the nurseries of patrios, that we
wish to maintain Sunday as a domestie duy.
Tunes are fast coming in which much patriot-
it is certain to be wanted; and it is, the:e-
fore, well for us jealously to refrain from
weakening the relish for the purifying plea-
sures of domestic life, whether by such reck-
less snggestions as those which fell from the
lips of Sir James Graham, or by systemati-
cally enticing people to career over the wide
world in search of amusement, on the only
day in the seven which gives to the majority
an opportunity of family converse.

This is not the place for a discussion upon-
the theological aspects of the Sabbath ques-
tion ; but, nevertheless, we may be allowed
to guard ourselves trom misapprehension, by
declaring that our eonvictions are opposed to
the puritanical austerities of Sabbath obser-
vance. We have adierted to the sobject,
because there appeared to be imposed upon
us the dufy of adding our voire to the protest
of our medical brethren.  With them we feel
that the introduction of public amusenients on
Sunday would be a tremendous stride to-
wards national demoralisation ; inasmuch as
it would be the commencement of a syslem
which would generate ¢ ti-domestic influen-
ces simaav to those which have been produ-
ced in France, and which have {brmed with-
in the Parisian vorex the wmost dargerons

opulace in the world—a populace giddy and
improvident—governable only by the physi-
cal supremacy of an ever presest army. If
there be any reader who has thoughtlessly ad-
mired the glitier and seeming joyousness of a
Sunday in Paris, we avould ask him to read
the bloody chronicles of the gwllotine and
the barricade ; and to ponder weli the faet,
that one-third of the gay crowd by which he
hiad been charmed are destined (o die in the
Logpitals
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Wo trust that the civil authorities in
Dartmouth will speedily direct their at-
tention to the matter complained of and
justly reprobated in the following commu-
nication. We believe that the evil is cla-
mant, and, both for the interest of religion
and morality, demands immediate inter-
ference. 'We shall be glad to hear from
any friends of the Sabbath throughout the
Province, asto any species of Sabbath de-
secration that may exist in their neigh-
bourhood.

To the Editor of the Sabbath Observer.

‘We have a friendly word of warning to
epeak to a class with whom we by no
meani agree as rospeets their views of
Sabbath observance, although we have no
motive fo wish for them anything but
gooed. We allude to those who permit
their children and dependents to wander
about the suburbs on the Sabbath in search
of pleasure.

Hundreds of these young persons re-
sort to Dartmouth where, we are sorry to
say, the Sabbath is openly and systemati-
cally desecrated by the sale of intoxicat-
ing liquors. We cannot conceive what
the Magistrates, the temperance folk, or
the public are about, to allow sucl. an in-
tolerable nuisance to exist in the place,
in all the impudence of unblushing noto-
riety,—without either the semblance of
primacy, the appearance of decency, or
1he shadow of control.

The consequence of this state of affairs
js, that many steady soakers who are pre-
vented, by the vigilance of the city au-
thorities, from spending tueir Sabbathsin
taverns in the city, now resort to Dart-
mouth, where they come info injurious
contact with the young men of respecta-
ble families who are strolling and idling
about, But this is not all. Many of the
most infamous cf our population who are
prevented by the police from carrying on
their nefarious occupations in the city, re-
sort on the Sabbath to Dartmouth where
they prowl about the streets to entrap the
unwary young men and doys whom they
find reeling in a state of semi-intoxication
out of the Suunday Tavern. Some of
the young persons belong to respectable
families, and their parents fondly imagine
them to be enjoying what they consider
to be an innocent stroll in tl.e woods, while
they are in fact becoming the vietims of
the ungodly ard vicious. Others are
clerks, whose employers would be startled
to observe the manner in which the earn-
ings of the week are spent by them on
Sabbath afterncons, and the associations
which they form on that sacred day.

‘The evil which we now notice is too
monstrous to evade public indignation
much longer. DMeasures must Ls taken
by somebody to have the Sabbgtp Liquor
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traffic abolished in Dartmouth, or else the
impiovement in the city arising from the
commendable vigilance of the city autbio-
rities will be rendered almost entirely nu-
gatory by the increase of fucilities for
Sabbath dissipation and vice on the other
side of the harbor.

SABBATH INTEMPERANCE AND
TRAYFFIC IN INTOXICATING
LIQUORS.

In one of the dark closes of the Canengate
of Ldinburgh once dwelt a family of eight
souls—a#ather, and mother, and six children,
A missionary, on one of his >rrands of mercy
to the heathen of that section of our Scottish
metropolis, visited them on the 29th of De.
cember 1847, Miserable was the single room
which they inhabited! No table, no chair,
no bed! The only article to be seen, was a
broken coffee-pot.” In a corner, upon a bun-
dle of shavings, and covered with a small
piece of carpet, lay four of the children ;
while on a stoue before a few dying embers
sat the mother. A single fact accounted for
all the wretchedness of that family—the love
of whisky. The unhappy woman caid, that
her husband made twenty-eight shillings a-
week, but *he liked the drink.’ They both
drank ; and she confessed—** We spend the
Sabbatk in drinking *

‘The missionary soon called again, but that
house was closed. Fever and death had been
there.  Within a fortnight from his former
visit, the father, mother, and three children,
had passed into etermity; two others have
since followed, and the eldest, a boy, ten
vears of age, alone remains, an inmate, for
the present, of the Infirmary, but soor to be-
come a burden upon the public. Can the
records of depravity supply 2 more awful il-
lustration of the habits of thousands of our
populaion than this? and yet, strange to say,
because it is so common, it produces but

a
momentary thrill of horror. 1t is s0 commos!

# Drunkenness is, in truth, one cf the most |

prevalent, formidable, and destructive vices
of our times. It is begraring and sweeping
into hell thousands of our city population. Of
ite frich'ful ravages every one has heard ; but
we a12 not yet affected as we ought to be by
its wide extent and desolating power”—E-
dinburgh City Mission Report, 1848.) Is it
not high time that a question like this, con-
nected as it is with the social, moral, and re-
ligious condition of the people, should be in-
vestigated by those in authority ? The in-
temperate habits of great masses of the people
have led to results of the most appalling cha-
racter—meeting the minister of the gospel,
the physiciar, the magistrate, the political
economist, at every tarn—neutralizing and
overwhelming with resistless power every
scheme for the improvement of the poorer
clusses  This is not an overcharsed picture;
and among the important domestic questions
which claim the attention of Government,
there is not a graver one than that which re-
gards the present Licensing system—a system
which virtoally amounts to neither more nor
less than an authorized corraption of public
morals. Those who are invested with power
to grant licenses, and to regulate the conduct
of publicans, too often overlook the responsi-
bility connected with their office ; and the
LChancellor of the Exchequer himself, anxious
for a flourishing revenué, promotes the con-
sumption of gin and whisky, not reflecting,

Ferlmps, that the ivterests of morality aud rr.
igion ave at stake. It has Leen pithily re-
marked by an Awerican writer, that Govern-
wments are apt to be (}nite abiove religious
scruples, and that real Christianity is pene-
rally long in growing up so tall.  Its richest
flowers and fruits commonly grow nearer the
ground. Siill, Governments do feel from
time to time the power of public sentiment;
and in regard to the present question, it rests
very much with the respectable sections of the
people thewrselves, whether the enormous e-
vils of the present licensing system shall be
remedied, and, above all, whether pubdlicans
shall be privileged beyond the dealers in the
necessaries of life, and be allowed to continue
to traflic in intoxicating liquors on the Lord's
day. .
This is nat the place to enter upon certain
" questions eonnected with the mtemperate ha-
bits of a Jarge portiun of the poorer classes in
this country—subjects, however, which impe.
ratively call for official investigation from any
Government professing to care for the real in-
terests of the peeple; such, for example, as
whether the consumption of ardent spirits in
any shape should be encouraged as an article
ot dict, seeing that, in every country where
they have been so qsed, drunkenncss on a
large scale has invariably. followed; seeing,
also, that above 1200 of the highest medical
authorities in the kingdom have pronounced
them to be deleterious to the human constitu-
tion ; and seeing that, alter keeping an ac-
count of some thousands of cases ol disease in
the London Ilospital, Dr. Gordon found 75
per cent. to be referrible to the use of ardent
spirits L hese and similar topics are, howev-
er, more nearly conneeted with the immedi.
ate subject of this Tract than appears at first
sight. It is one of the special objects of the
Sabbath Alliance to endeavour to put down
the shameless desecration of the Sabbath, now
so prevalent, in the public-houses; but it can-
not be blind to the fact, that the present sys-
tem of unlimited temptation during six days
of the week, leads inevitably to wide-spread
demoraliza ion, one of the first symptoms of
which is the breakirg of the Sabbath-law.—
Take, ag an illustration, the Grassmarket of
Edinburgh, on one side of which two-thirds
of the shops scll spirits. * There”, says the
author of the Plea for Ragged Schools, % the
sheep are near tue slaughter-bouse—the vic-
tims are in the neizhbourhood of the altars”,
But where is it otherwise ? What a history
of infidelity, iinmorality, erime, pauperism,
disease, and death, wounld the aILLION A-
YEAR said to be spent in Glaszow on ardent
spirits unfold, could it be exposed in its hide-
ous nakedness 1o the public gaze ! Surely all
who love religion and social order must grieve
over the miserable condition of our poor peo-
ple, environed as they are with snares laid for
thair destruction. Ifit be true, as it undoubt-
edly is, that intemperance is followed by a de-
cay of piety, and that contempt for the Lord’s
day is the open festering of the sore, what a
maelancholy conclusion must we draw from a-
nother fact, that between 1842 and 1846, there
was an increase in the home consumption of
ardent spirits, to the amount cf 6,325,548 im-
perial gallonst

g The following sums have heen received
in a,itl of the publication of the * Sabbath Obser-
ver” :—

»

Anonvmous £1 0 0
Mr. Edward Foster, Dartmoutk 50
4. James, Esq. 2 6



