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« THAT THE SOUL BE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, IT 1S NOT GOOD."—Prov. xix. 2.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE REV. JOHN MITCHELL,
LATE OF RIVER JOHN.

ARTICLY. IL

In our former article, we gave short sketches of the parentage and birth
of Mr Mitchell—of his conversion—df his call to the ministry—and of his
missionary labours. 'We now proceed to review the few remaining facts” of
his history, what have come to our knowledge. ‘

V. IS TOUR THROUGH NOVA SCOTIA AND NEW BRUNSWICK.

No particular reasons are assigned either in his journals or letters why he
commenced these tours. i is not stated that it was of his own suggestion s
nor is it said that it was at the request of the London Missionary Society’s
Committee. But all things ccnsidered, we think it highly probable, it was
at the request of the Committee. The tours which he took were extensive
and the labours in which he engaged were various, arduous, and fatiguing.
_ From notes appended to several memoranda in his juurnal, we are led.to
suppose that one of his .principal objects was, to point out stations to the
London Committee, where they might settle missionaries, v perhaps erect
Churches. The minuteness with which he chronicles the number of the
population in each settlement, and distinguishes Protestants from Catholics,
corroborates this opinion: The places which he visited are familiar to
many of us, w! his remarks respecting some of them may be interesting.
We shall sclect w. + vy few of these, by way of specimen, as we follow him
in his journeying.. ‘ .

Firsi Tour. Mz M. began his first tour on May 29th, and ended it on
August'81st 1803—extending over a period of about 4 months. During
that time he, visited 27 settlemenis, travelling sometimes in a boal, some-
times on horseback, and sometimes on foot. One night his bed was a bear-
skin on the shore. and another he slept on the bare sands. The Gut of Can-
s0, Antigonishe, Merigomishe, Pictou Harbour, River John, Tatmagouche,
River Philip, Amherst, Westmoreland, Shediac, Miramichi, Tracadie and
Newecastle; were some of the principal places whith he visitéd. e preach=
- ed about one hundred sermons,'and baptised a considerable numbér of " ¢hil-
" dren. * Surely weniay hope that through' hi§ instrurentality, not & little’ of
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the good seed, was at this time sown. Transient preachers are sometimes,
not much regarded ; but it is b>cause, frequently they bring no character
with them, have no regular standing in the Church, and are destitute of ta-
lents and cducation fitted to command respect. But wkerever these requi-
sites are met with, they are generally weicomed by religious people, even
now ; and much more readily were they weleomed, when preachers were
fewer in these provinces than they are at present.  Arrows shot at a ven-
ture by such men, have not seldom stuck fast and produced salutary effects.
In many places the texts and homely remarks which Mr M. employed on
this tour, are remembered till this day. Zhat cannot be bad preaching,
which rivets itself so firm!y in the memory. Tt may not have polish, but it
must have point.

Of Antigonish, Mr M. writes : “ On the Sth (Jund) T arrived at Antigo-
nishe, where I remained four days, preached five sermons and baptised fif-
teen children. On the Lurd’s day, I had upwards of one hundred hearers,
and several of them were Papists.  Many of the people in this place, are
longing for the mouns of grace. A missiogary stationed here, might be of
essential service. Here are upwurds of thirty Protestant fumilics and many
Papists ; and a number of familics are coming from Ne . Englund to settle
here. At twenty miles distant, there is a considerable town called Manches-
ter, where a missionary might oceasionally visit. Thus by the preaching of
the glorious gospel in this place, it is probuble a stop would be put to the
daily increase of the Romish religion.”"—Similar remarks he makes with re-
gard to Merigomish.—After this he came to Pictou Harbour. ¢ There, he
says, I preached three times te a numerous congregation. In Pictou there
are two Scotch winisters, who are much esteemed by their people, and are
active and zealous in spreading, in many of the villages around them, and
upon the Island of St John, the savour of Jesus' precious name. I staid twe
days and a night with Mr Ross. He appears to be a Christian of a Catho-
lic spirit, and a well wisher tothe prosperity of Zion. The place I preached in
is eight miles from his parish. It was in Mr Lowden’s store or loft that he
preached. The fivst notices, he takes of River John, are the following :
“Tuesday, July 3d, Left Pictou Harbour and rode seven miles, where I re-
mained all night. In the morning I set off with a guide to conduct me through
the woods to River John, which is about ten miles distant from where Ilod-
red.—Thursday, July 5th, Preached at River John to about forty attentive
hearers~-Friday, July 6th, Preached tothe sameauditory,baptized eight chil-
dren, and afterwards rode up to Tatamagouche, where I preached on the
Lord’s day. I had about one hundred and fity hearers and baptised one
child. The people at River John and Tatamagouche, are mostly French
Protestants. They understand English well, but are perishing for lack of
knowledge, having no man to guide them.” This was the first time he visit-
ed RiverJohn. Little did he imagine then, that this was the place where he
was to spend the greater part of his life. To us the future is generally wrapt
up in darkness, and it is well that itisso. Nevertheless, God is still working
out for us his gracious designs. The people in New Carlisle were failing to
" give him adequate support, and the Lord was now opening another door of
" usefulness.

After leaving Tatamagouche, he went to Amherst, preaching at several
stations, as be passed along. At Amberst he was kindly received. He
_ preached there on three several occasions. The first day, he had fifty hear-

ers; the second, one hundred and fifty ; and the third, in the court-house, up-
" wards of three hundred ; among whom were “not a few Freach Papists.”
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The people of Ainherst formed an attatchment to him, and invited him to
spend the winter with them.  To this arrangement he ultimately consented.
On Thursday, July 26th, he left Amberst and proceeded on his tour through
New Brunswick. — Suceessively he visited Westmoreland, Hopewell, Shediac,
Miramichi, Tracadie, and other places on his route.  1le crossed the Bay of
Chaleur, Aug 31-t, and arrived in New Carlisle in goud health, finding all
friends well. © * Blessed be God for his mercies and kindnesses to unworttty
me, the least of all saints.” So ends his first tour.

On September 4th and 11th, the Sabbaths after liis return, Mr M. again
preached to his people at New Carlisle.  He informed them that he was
about to leave them and go to Amherst.  All were much affected when they
received this intimation. On the next Sabbath, the 18th he preached his
farewell ~ermon ; and to use his own words. * it put me in mind of a funeral
one.”  Then he a-signed his reasons for leaving Carlisle ; sume of these are
torn out of kLis journul, but two of them remain ; and they are worthy of be-
ing copied, as an cxhibition of his faithfulness and honesty.—TFirst reason.
“ Beeause T despaired of ever learning the French tongue; and I saw no
possibility of doing much good to the precivus souls of these poor heathens,
the French; (for I consider them in the same deplorable condition as the
savages,) unless a missivnary be stationed here who is able to preach in their
own language.”—Sceond Reason. * Because T had resvlved in my own mind
before leaving London, never to draw any money from the Society, if I could
help it which resolution I have carefully vbserved since T cameto Canada.
‘When I came to Quebec, I had just 10 guineas; for £50 I have drawn on
the Society and received £50 from the people at New Carlisle; so that all
the money I have had to pay for my boarding, travelling expenses, &c., for
three years and five months has been £110.  This is a very small sum to
live upon in this country.” He might have said in any country, for it does
not amount to £3 a month. These reasons speak for themselves, show Mr
M.’s honesty, and illustrate clearly his economical habits.

Mr M. proceeded direct to Amherst, and continued there for several years,
but his journal gives us no information respecting his labours during that
time. Al that is recorded worthv of notice, is the account which he gives
of another tour through the province of New Brunswick.  Nor is there much
even in this to interest the reader.  'We shall, however, note a few things, be-
cause they suggest some very useful reflections.

Second Tour. We cannot say under whose direction Mr M. undertook this.
second tour, more than the first. The object, however, seemns to have been
the same. It was on August 7th, 1804, that he left Ambherst, and returned
Sept. 20th, being absent about six weeks. His route lay by St John’s, Cam-
po-Bello, Macaquadavick, St. David's and St. Andrew’s. He returned by
Campo-Bello, Londonderry, N. S. and River Philip. The first thicg wor-
thy of notice in this tour, is the account he gives of the “ New Lights” ; with
& number of whom he seems to have come in contact, shortly after his set-
ting out. “They deny the divine rite of infant baptism ; they maintain
that conviction is conversion—that after they are converted, they are freed
from the performance of every Christian duty—and thai they are sure of
salvation though they live in the reglect of every command, and daily prac-
tise cvery vice ; so that among them Sabbath-breaking, swearing, drinking
and such like sins, are not considered sins against the blessed God.” We
believe, from recent accounts we have elsewhere received, this was no exag-
gerated or hyperbolical representation of these fanatics. These principles
they held, though those among them who had any wisdom left refrained from
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carrying them out in their practice.—Mr M.’s description of St. John’s rath-
er astonisked us : “ After travelling three miles, arrived at the city of St.
John’s, where I spent most of the day seeking a vessel to carry me to Pas-
samaquoddy. There is a great number of inhabitants in this city, but only
{wo ministers ; the one a Churchman, and the other a Methodist ; and from
what I could learn, vital godliness is a great rarity in this place. There s lit-
tle zeal for the propagation of the gospel among rich or poor, and the religion
that is the cheapest is the best.” He felt a deep interest in the people of
this province, (New Brunswick) ; and mourned frequently over their sad
and destitute condition. To this feeling he gives unrestrained expression in
a letter to the Rev John Eyre, Secretary to the London Missionary Society,
written about a month before he proceeded on this tour. ¢ The state of the
inhabitants of this province, says he, for want of the means of grace, is most
deplorable. In all the settlements I have visited, the cry is, “ Send us more
preachers.” Al the help I can give them at present is, to’commend ther: to
the great Head of the Church, and lay their case before your Society. The
whole of the ministers in this province who may be said to preach Christ to
the people, are, one Presbyterian and three Methodist ministers; and these
are from eighty to one hui.dred miles distant from cach other”” Such v-as
New Brunswick so late as 1804. Before closing these extracts we may jost
state, that on returning, the vessel put in at Londonderry, and Mr M. called
upon our good, old, and reverend father, Mr Brown ; and here is his memo-
randum of the visit. ¢ After travelling about four miles, called upon the
Rev Mr Brown, Presbyterian minister, to sce if any of the ministers of their
presbytery, could spare time this fall, to visit the people at St. Andrew's.
He told me their Presbytery would meet soon, and he would make it known
to them. I remained with him all night. There are five ministers belong-
ing to this Presbytery ; four of them have preached several times in Am-
herst ; all ot them are beloved by their people, and have been very useful
since they came to this country. They expected two ministers from their
Synod this summer, for the island of St. John’s, but they have not arrived
iet.” After parting from Mr Brown, Mr M. went across the country to

iver Philip, and in a day or two was once more with his family and friends
in Ambherst.

To some, these extracts may not appear very important ; but to every re-
flecting mind they are highly suggestive. Space does not permit us to follow
out, at length, the suggestions they originate; but one or two of the more
striking may not be unacceptable. 'What changes do fifty years produce on
a young and rising country! [Fifty years ago, in Antigonishe there were only
thirty Protestant families ; now, according to our statistical tables, in con-
nexion with our congregation, not to mention other Protestant communions,
there are no fewer than one hundred and seventeen families. Fifty years
ago, in Pictou Presbytery there were only two ¢ Scotch ministers ;” and not
one, at least in connexion with us, in the Island of St John’s, or Prince Ed-
ward’s Island ; now, in the Presbytery of Pictoun there are thirteen ministers
" and two vacant congregations ; and in the Presbytery of Prince Edward's
Tsland there are seven ministers, and the hearty promise of a few more, and
- that speedily. The contrast might be carried out to other points, but this
must suffice. Again, if looking back the contrast be so great, let us ponder
well what the contrast may be fifty years hence. Much will depend on our-
selves. If we manifest the same disinterested and untiring zeal which the
fathiers of our Church displayed, and especially the christian love and bro-
therly affection which they felt and exhibited ; why may we not calculate on
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an increase as manifold for the future as it has been for the past? DBut let
us Jook well to it ; there are symptoms of disorganization appearing amoug
us, in the estimation of not a few of our best members, which, if not checked,
may blight our brightest prospects and disappoint our fondest hopes. ' Once
more. If missionary tours were so useful fifty years ago, who can pgive us.”
reasons why they may not be as useful at the present day? The units of
Preshyterianism should be looked after in the province, as well as the tens
and the hundreds. Ministers—and our very best and most popular minis-
ters—:hould be the men sent forth on such missions. 'We might go on with
reflections suggested, but we have warning we have gone far enough already.
V1. 111§ SETTLEMENT AT RIVER JOHN.

The journal of My Mitchell terminates with his tour through New Bruns-
wick. We are, therefore, left now to collect our information from other
sources ; and some of it even from ¢ traditionary lore.” How far what we
have collected is correct, those best acquainted with his history must judge.

River John is a beautiful distriet of country lying fifteen or seventeen
miles to the north of the town of Pictou. No one can look upon its splendid
river, sweeping along its fertile valleys, and not admire it. Agriculturalists
are hastening from many quarters to take up its lands, and subject them to-
the plough ; and the hum of busy workmen rises up from not a few shipyards,
where they are plying their useful vocation. But such an appearance it
did not present when Mr M. first settled there. The population was thin;
the roads were bad; agriculture had made small progress ; and ship-building
had not commenced.

The account given of the original settlers is somewhat interesting. Ro-
hertson, in his « IMistory of the Miscions of the Secession Church to Nova
Scotia,” gives a short description of them. It is, we believe, from the pen
of the late much honored and respected Rev John McKinlay of Pictou. As
some of our readers may not be in possession of that volume, we shall extract
the paragraph to which we refer :— < The original settlers were of French
origin, and their history is not devoid of interest. It would appear that their
ancestors were expelled from France during the reign of Louis XIV. on ac-
count of their non-comformity to the Roman Catholic faith. Crossing the
Rhine, they settled in the circle of Suabia, Duchy of Wurtemburg, where
they continued to reside till a proclamation wasissued by George IL of Eng-
land, prezenting inducements to his German subjects to emigrate to Nova
Scotia.  Some of 1hem complied with the terms of this proclamation, and
along with them, several whose forefathers had been exiled from Alsace in
France. They landed at Lunenburg, Nova Scotia; but at the solicitation
of Des Barres their countryman, they removed about the year 1754 to Tat-
amagouche, now a part of the county of Colchester. They were located on
what is now designated ¢ Des Barres’ Grant,” fram which they never remov-
ed. Some of their descendants purchased land at River John and settled
there; as Des Barres would sell none in Tatamagouche, of which he was sole
proprietor. There were two of the emigrant families of the name of Perin-
that came direct from Lunenburg, and made a settlement in River John.
On their arrival in Nova Scotia, they attached themselves to the Church of
England, and have uniformly maintained a decided dislike to the Popish
faith. From their amalgamation with the Germans, they lost, in a great de-
gree, their native language and manners. In the mixed diglect, which many
of them still speak, they have no books, which considerably impedes their
improvement. Some of them can read French, and « few, the English lan-
guage, with fluency. What we have said applied chiefly to those of them
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who are grown up.  The children are beginning, generally, to enjoy the ben-
efits of an English education, and will soon < urpass their fathers in intelli-
gence. Mr Mitchell was the first minister of this district.” Such is the ac-
count Mr McKinlay gives of the original settlers of River John. 'We would
¥e sorry in any shape or to any extent to detract unnecessarily from this clear
and simple statcment ; at the same time, justice compels us to remark, we
have heard it affirmed, that while some of the leading families came from
Germany, and a few othera from France, the great majorxty of the people
came from Switzerland. A vessel from that country was wrecked some-
where on this shore near Zatamagouche, with emigrants, who landed and
settled at River John. Why they left Switzerland, or to what place they
were bound, we have not ascertained ; but the wreck of their vessel arrested
their progress, and fixed them down at River John. This is the account
given by some of the oldest settlers now living. 'We are not in a position to
give a decided opinion on this matter ; we have only referred to it in pass-
ing, so that others who are better situated may attend to it more minutely, if
they consider it a matter of importance.  Of this, however, we are much per-
suaded, that Mr BcKinlay must have had very substantial grounds for the
account he has written ; for we all know he was not a little curious on such
historical points. Perhaps both statements might be made to tally.

It was in 1808 or 1809 that Mr Mitchell removed from Amherst to River
John. A Mr McNab of Wallace induced him to remove, by representing
the destitute spiritual condition of the people along that shore. For a twelve-
month he remained unconnected with any religious denomination. In 1809
he was induced to unite with the Presbytery of Pictou. How this union
was effected, or what agency was employed, we do not stop at present to
«:nquire ; suffice it to say, Mr M. was as much solicited, as he did solicit, to
Jjoin, and that the union was equally honorable to both parties. There he
continued to labor with all diligence and faithfulness among his flock, pur-
suing the usual routine of a Presbyterian minister’s duties. He was parti-
cularly attentive to the young, and in superintending prayer-meetings ; al-
though the encouragement he received to persevere in these duties was some-
times small in River John, as it still is in many places else. Opportunities
of doing good he readily embraced, as they presented themselves. Occasion-
ally he visited Tatamagouchc and preached there ; and when New Annan
began to be settled, he extended his labors to that locality also. Ultimately
the whole of these three settlements were brought under his superintendence s
each of them forming an important wing of his congregation. Among them
he was abundant in labors ; and for many years performed most fatigning
Journeys, spreading in these districts the words of eternal life.

VIL DIVISION OF THE CONGREGATION.

To this congregation we would not particularly refer, were it not for one
incident connected with it, and which has given it some notoriety in the dis-
trict. 'We allude to zke cause of the division, at least in so fer as Tatama-
gouche is concerned. The account we have received from a friend who had
been long and intimately connected with the district, and, from his relation-
ship, must know its history well. ~On his authority we give jt.

In Tatamagouche and the neighborhood, there is a large family connexion
of the name of W. augh. They are most respecmble people, strong Presby-
terians, and have alw: ays been attached to our Church. If we are correctly
informed, they came from the South of Scotland, and can trace relationship
to the Iate celebrated Dr Waugh of London. Old Mr Weilwood Waugh, the
ancestor of this family, was a most venerable and patriarchal man. He was
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as much respected for his piety as he was for his liberality and almost un-
bounded hospitality. He was deeply impressed with the importance of hav-
ing the ordinances of religion established among themselves; ard at an early
period after Mr M. came to River John, spoke of the necessity of having a
meeting-house of their own at Tatamagouche, and of securing a portion cf
Mr Mitchell’s time and services. Whatever was the cause, we cannot say ;
but Mr Waugh failed to enlist the aid of his fellow-settiers and fellow-Pres-
byterians in this praiseworthy undertaking. Foiled in securing their co-ope-
ration, he set himself resolutely to the task of building a meeting-house him-
self. Some of our readers may have travelled the old road from River John
to Tatamagouche, which runs along the left bank of the river. It is a most
beautiful ride on a summer's evening. Two miles above the bridge, as it
now stands, a small meeting-house was built, 2ud, if we recollect right, it was
a log-house. It was finished with great neatacss and taste. A little belfry
surmounted it ; and the whole was carefully closed in around. It lay em-
besomed in the woods, or rather nestling, as it were, in the midst of a plat of
willows which had been planted there, when the walls of the humble meet-
ing-house were first reared. From this circumstance it long received the
name of ¥ The Willow-tree Meeting-house.” For sometime its walls 2ppear-
ed white, and nothing could produce a more lively et? :t than the white
throwing itself out on the eye of the traveller from the op.enings between the
green bushes and willow-trees growing atound. Indeed, it was a spot fitted
for a study to the painter. This was the meeting-house built by Mr Waugh,
in itz woodland wild. Often did Mr M. preach within its walls, and, we
have little doubt, that tkere many a heart was led to Jesns, and many a soul
comforted under the droppings of the gospel of salvaiion.

Things went on comfortably for some time after the meeting-house was
built by Mr Waugh. and every one was full of gratitude to him for his liber-
ality. Even boys and girls were tanght to point to him and say: “ Helov-
eth our nation, and has built us a synagogue.” But alittle cloud, not bigger
than a man’s hand, appeared in the sky ; and soon it gathered and swelled
till it darkened the whole hemisphere. Mr Waugh took a fancy to have a
burial-ground around his little meeting-house. As he was 2 man who seldom
resolved on anything without effecting it, the ground was speedily laid out,
carefully trimmed, fenced in, and otherwise put into order. But how sur-
prised were his fellow settlers to hear, that Mr Waugh had decided that no
one should be buried there, but his own family. Some felt hurt at this de-
cision, although in strict justice they had no greunds for doingso. They en-
deavoured to reason with him and show him, that if they worshipped together
in the same house of God, it was but Christian like, that they should sleep
together in the same grave-yard. But the old gentleman would not be per-
suaded. The little spark thus kindled soon burst into a flame. A party was
formed ; they resolved to separate from the Willow-tree Congregation, and
build a meeting-house for themselves. Having gone thus far, they soon
learned 1o proceed one step farther ; they resolved to have wnother minister
also. The new meeting-house was built; the congregation was divided, and
ariother minister elected.  For a considerable time the Waugh families con-
tinued with Mr Mitchell after the separativn. They never were, and they are
not yet, like many people among us, fickle and given to change. They have
more Christian principle in them. Like true followers of the Redeemer,
they loved their minisicr, and wished to cling by him. But Mr M. was &
man of peace; he urged them to fall in with the other party, and he would
confine himself to River John ; and with this they ultimately complied. It
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was.in 1826, Tatmagouche and New Annan, were formed into a separate
Congregation. .

‘We have given the above facts as we have received them. There is no
doubt but the affair of the graveyard entered largely into the cause of sepa-
ration. At the same time we are free to confess that the rising importance
of Tatamagouche as a village, and its increasing population, together with
the distance of the “ Willow-tree Meeting-House,” made jt advisable that
there should be two separate congregations. Whether the division was
bryought about in as wise and politic and christian manner as it should have
been we cannot say ; but certainly we do think that God has overruled all
circumstances for the benefit of the Church and the good of his people.

VIIl. HIS DEATH.

We have received considerable information respecting Mr Mitchell’s la-
bours from the.time of the division of the congregation till his death; and a
few anecdotes which tend to illustrate the peculiarities of his disposition and
modes of thinking. But we must pass over these and some other things,
and draw as speedily as possible to a close. "Mr Mitchell was a man, who,
for ithe most part, enjoyed the very best of health. We have heard one of
the family say, he was scarcely, if ever known to, complain of real and se-
vere sickness. His mode of living, and the regularlty of his habits, contri-
buted not a little, no doubt, to produce this state of health. But sickness
will come to the healthiest, and death to the strongest. For some time be-
fore he died, Mr M. was subject to attacks ot gravel. He was want to trace
the origin of this disease, to various causes. Sometimes he thought it was
occasioned by severe colds to which he had heen exposed, particularly after
first coming to this country ; and at other times to heats and sweats in his
missionsry tours. About a fortnight before he died he went from home on
duty, and one night had to sleep ina cold room and a cold bed. This brought
on the disease more violent than ever, and it became, from that night, worse
and worse, till it effected his dissolution on May 8th, 1841, in the 76th year
ofihis age. One who saw him on his death-bed says, the subject of his con-
versation, for the most part, was the love of Christ.

IX. HIS MANTUSCRIPT AND CHARACTER AS A PREACHER.

The manuscripts Mr Mitchell left behind him are not few. His journal is
written in a large folio, ar.d occupy sixty-cight pages, penned in a small,
close, and neat haud. His letlers to his relations—evidently copied carefully
from those sent by post,—occupy one hundred and thres pages of the sane
volume, and are thirty-eight in number. In the same volume, he has an es-
say on a “Plan for Christian Reform”; * Rules for regulating Prayer-
Meetings” ; and a tract or treatisc, the title of which is: “ Why are younot
an Arminian ?” This last is written in the form of a dialogue. In another
valume of the same size and writien out in the same style, he has twenty-six
Meditations on various passages of scripture. filling up one hundred and cigh-
ty pages. Besides these a host of small volunes cume up in the rear, con-
taining sermons and lectures in full, and syllabuses. If we are correctly in-
formed, he prepared a volume or two for the press, Lut these we have ot
seen, unless his Meditations be considered one of them. The writing of
these prove that Mr M. was diligent. so far as he had opportunity, in the
work assigned him by his Lord and Master. 'We have mentioned these man-
uscripts particularly because some have thought Mr M. was not given to the
habit of composition ; and because it will enable any one locking into the
literary labours of the Fathers of the Church, o know what they are, and
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where they may be found. Old chronicles tell us, a thread has sometimes
been the means of leading to a giant’s cave.

Of Mr Mitchell as a preacher we cannot say much; for we never heard
or even saw him. 'We must, therefore, speak from the information and im-
pressions of others. e seems to have been a plain, sound, practical preach-
er. He had no pretension to erudition ; he never attempted the intellectual
or metaphysical ; and it would be geod for some others if they could imitate
him in this respect ; simple statement was what he aimed at; clear views of
the leading doctrines and duties of the gospel. His appearance was good ;
he was rather tall, “of a fair complexion and cheerful countenance.” Both
in his matter and manner there were a few eccentricities which his compeers
have not yet forgotten ; but these, to no extent, marred the eflects of his
preaching. His tone was what the Scotch call £nglified, and the Northum-
brian durr, ran strongly through his pronunciation. Ie was fond of allegor-
izing ; and one of his favourite books of Seripture was “the Songs of Solo-
mon”—from which not a few of his texts were selected. As to the effects
which his preaching produced, different opinions may be formed ; but all
unite in saying: “ He was a good man, full of the Holy Ghost and of faith ;”
and, through his instrumentality, “ much people was added unto the Lord.”

X. CONCLUDING REMARKS.

At the commencement of this sketch we stated, that every man sent into
the world is sent on a particular mission. We added that, after reviewing
his life, we might, perhaps, be able to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion even
on this point with regard to Mr Mitchell. It would be presumption to say
definitely, or unconditioually, what that mission was, unless his life had been
much more prominently marked than it was—much more exclusively devo-
ted to some one task or undertaking.  Still we may. we think, venture a re-
mark or two. One part of his mission, if not the chief, seems to have been
to prove what a vigour the grace of God can give to a mind of a calibre no
more than common or ordinary. Every one will admit that there was noth-
ing uncommon about the mind of Mr M. ilad he never been converted he
never would have been known beyond the circle of the tradesmen with whom
he associatad. He would have been one of a crowd attending the horse-ra-
ces at Newcastle, or spending his time “carrying on his ways of wickedness.”
But, when the grace of God enters the heart, it not only changes, but ele-
vates the man. It not only takes him from horse-races, but sends him to the
fields to read, meditate and pray; leads him to the house of God and the
communion-table ; makes him sit down after his day’s labour and pen kind
and affectionate letters to his relatives; causes him to become a missionary
of the cross ; and at last settles him down as a regular and esteemed minis-
ter in the Church of Christ. So was it with Mr Mitchell. Bat,if the grace
of God had not entered his heart, no such quickening would have been given
10 his powers. The great probability is, that John Mitchell, the ropemaker,
would, till the end of life, have continued John Mitchell the ropemaker still.
Oue part, therefore, if not the chief part, of Mr Mitchell’s mission was to tell
s what a vigour, what an elasticity, what an elevating impetus, the grace of
God gives to the human mind.

When ve began this sketch we intended to confine ourselves to the jour-
nal of Mr Mitchell, which has fallen unexpectedly into our hands. If we
could preserve and communicate the substance of that journal we would be
satisfied. How far we have succeeded in doing so our readers must judge.
As to the portion of the sketch which succeeds the journal we khow it is by
no means full or complete. 'We did not intend it tobe so. There are others
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who are in a far better position than we are to describe Mr Mitchell's say-
ings and doings after he was settled in River John; to them, therefore, we
cheerfully resign the task, should it ever be déemed necessary.

Mr Mitchell left a widow, who still survives, and several children, who
are all comfortably settled ; and by their worthy conduct reflect honour on
their worthy father. His wife’s name was Shearer, and belonged to New
Carlisle. The family with whom she was connected belonged to the Kirk
of Scotland. Several families, Presbyterians from the North of Ireland,
were also settled there. Mr Dripps had been with them nine months. He
left eighteen months before Mr M. came there. J. w.

A SERMON
BY REV. WILLIAM LYALL,

PROFESSOR OF MENTAL AND MORAL PHILOSOPHY IN THE FREE CHURCH COL-
LEGE; HALIFAX,

[ Preached in Poplar Grove Church on Friday ovening, September 6th, 1856, preceding tte
dispensation of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

Joux xvir. r.— Futher, the hour is come.”

Ox the approach of some great occasion, some signal event, the mind na-
turally rises to a proportionate degree of interest or excitement. When the
hour for deciding any great cause approaches, what anxiety is exhibited even
by parties not immediately interested, and how much greater the excitement
of those who are personally implicated! Some political event is about to
transpire : some important crisis in & nation’s destiny has arrived: all pre-
ceding events have been conspiring to it: parties have been mustering, de-
liberating, acting: Providence has been working for it : the arena is prepar-
ed on which the momentous matter is to be decided ; and now, “the hour is
come !  Or the religious world is charged with events of important inter-
est : these excite attention, draw all regards : they have assumed an engross-
ing character: a thousand circumstances have given them interest and im-
portance: the largest principles are involved—the most momentous issues:
these are hastening to their accomplishment, their consummation : every con-
spiring event has taken place ; and now, ¢ the hour is come!” There have
been such hours in the world’s history from the beginning of time : hours for
which all previous hours were but preparatory : event after event has trans-
pired, and then the event itself, the climacteric of all —Such an hour pre-
eminently was that of which Christ here said: “ Father, the hour is come.”

Let us endeavour, so far as we may, to bring out what was in our Lord’s
mind, when, lifting up hi> eyes to heaven, he said: “ Father, the hour is
come :” or, generally, what hour is here intended.

Our Lord had just concluded his farewell address to his disciples; and
now, knowing that the great event for which he had come into the world was
about to be accomplished, turning to his Father, lifting his cyes to bheaven
wiere his Father was, he says: ** Father, the hour is come.” We know for
what purpose Christ came into the world. It was to accomplish its redemp-
tion. This world, of all the worlds which God had created, had fallen from
its integrity. Atnong the many departments of God's universe, this alone,
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perhapg, in all its vast extent, had fallen, had become rebellious, had aposta-
tized. In beaven, amid the very ranks of Spirits whom God had placed
nearest his throne, rebellion, apostacy, was found : but of all those worlds which
reason teaches us to believe may have their inhabitants as well as this one,
perhaps not one had duparted from its allegiance to God, and this alone was
drawn along with those angels which kept not their first estate. Man, the
inhabitant of this world, sinned and fell. He apostatized from bis Maker,
and became obnoxivus to punishment. We enter not into any account of
this melancholy event. We assume it as true, that man had fallen. He
had broken the covenant which God had been pleased to make with
him: he bad incurred the sentence of condemnation: the wrath of God .
was impending : every successive generation, as it came into the world, came
into an inheritance of misery and death: “children of wrath, and heirs of
hell” For this state of things a remedy was provided. The world was not
left to perish. A marvellous plan was devised for its recovery or redemp-
tion. The hour of which Christ here speaks was the hour of the world’s re-
demption. The destinies of the world hinged upon it. It was emphatically
“ the hour.” Redemption was to be achieved: salvation was to be accom-
plished : our fallen and apostate race was to be restored.

But why was this the hour 2 'Why was the work so long delayed? Why was
this blessed and glorious event so long protracted ? 'Why were ages suffered to
elapse before its accomplishment? To this there can be but one answer: “ Even
so Father, for so it scemed good in thy sight” No doubt, God had wise and
important ends to serve in fixing upon this hour. Thereby, the event itself
was made more conspicuous. Its virtues or effects reached to the earliest
period in time, the earliest moment of man’s apostacy. It was for the re-
mission of sins that were past, as well as future transgressions. According
to the all wise arrangements of God,—Dby his promises, by his prophecies, by
the types which he appointed, the event was as if already transacted, and it
was an object of faith from the very first. But by hanging it up, as it were,
to a distant day, by appointing it for this particular hour, it became more
conspicuous, and greater regards were drawn towards it. Thus, too, it be-
came more manifest that man could not save himself, that the world could do
nothing to retrieve its own state ; and Christ became emphatically “ the de-
sire of all nations.” But it is enough that this was the hour which God had
appointed : it was the kour in the Divine counsels: it was the hour decreed
from eternity, to which from eternity God had been looking forward. Christ
was partner in the Divine counsels, and knowing that *“the hour” had arriv-
ed, and prepared to accomplish all that was implied in it, addressing his Fa-
ther, he says: “ Father, the hour is come

But let us consider more specifically all that was implied in this hour, all
that was to be accomplished in it.

And first, it was the hour to which the nrophecies and types of the olden
dispensation all luoked forv.ard. It had been long forctold and foreshadow-
ed. It was predicted in the first promise of Christinthe garden.  No doubt
the patriarchs before the flood foresaw this very hour. They had it dimly,
yet sufficiently for their fuith, revealed or predicted to them. It was in the
faith of it that Enoch walked with God, and that Noah was a preacher of
righteousness. It emerged in still more glorious promise from the chaos of
the deluge. Was it not seen in that bright bow which now spanned the hea-
veas?  And did not Noah sacrifice to God as soon as he could build an al-
tar on dry land?  Was it not still more clearly lescried in the promises and
predictions to Abraham?  That hour was in his view when the ram was
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caught in the thicket, and when he was required to stay the knife from his
own son, whom he received, we are told, in a figure. It was like one bright
or luminous disk, on a long, long, distant horizon. Propheey accumulated
as ages revolved.  Every additional prophecy was another to the list which
the Church eagerly recorded for her guidance and comfort.  Jacob .aw the
hour in the departure of the sceptre from Judal,, and the lawgiver from be-
tween his feet ; as these were to be as nearly as possible contemporaneous
events ; the time of Christ’s death being about the time of the demission of
Israel's supremacy. The introduction of the typical ritual served for a time
in the place of direct prophecy. But even then the prophet like unto Moses
was predicted, and Balaam saw the star that was to arise out of Jacob, and
the sceptre that was to proceed out of Israel, introducing a more glorious
day, and the symbol of a more blessed reign.  When Isracl wis established
in the promised land, the stream of prophecy flowed on, and gathered in vol-
ume, bearing on its tide the very hour of which Christ here says: “ Father,
the hour is come.” Prophets were raised up expressly to prediet the hour.
Did not David prediet it in many a touching allusion to the suflerings of the
Saviour? Did not Isaiah forcsee and foretell if in its minutest circumstan~
ces? in every particular that was to distinguish it? Did he not foresce all,
and foretell all? Was he not like the historian rather than the prophet?
Daniel numbers the weeks, or yesrs, that were to elapse before its arrival.—
Meantime, the types and shadows all pointed the same way. They foretold
as exactly as words could have done the hour of Christ’s sufferings, The
very moment of time was in the stroke of the victim which took its life from
the beating heart. ‘That hour was on every prophecy as it sprang on the
flight of ages, and gathered round the scene of mysterious suffering, and ful-
filled its mission there. How many prophecies laid down their commission
at the cross, and were verified in tne decease that was accomplished at Je-
rusalem! Every time a sacrifice was offered, the hour of Christ’s sufferings
was present by anticipation. It was snatched, as it were, from the future,
and repeated in the type. Its shadow was there: its resemblance: itself
prefigured ; or it was foreseen and represented ; and when the time arrived
beyond which these shadows did not look, these prephecies did not travel,
Christ could say : « Father, the hour is come!”

But, again, this was the hour when Christ was to suffer.

Christ was to shed his blood upen the cross in mysterious oblation for the
sins of a.guilty world. They were no common sufferings which Christ was
to endure. It was no vulgar agony through which he was to pas.. Both
his body and his soul were to be the seat of sufferings awful and excrucicting
beyond all previous example. Accompany him to Gethsemanc, and what
do we find him enduring there? Listen to his exclamations: « My soul is
exceeding sorrowful even unto death” “Q my TFather, if it be possible, let
this cup pass from me:” ¢ O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from
me except I drink it, thy willbe done!” Three time = over were these words
repeated ; while the circumstance recorded in Luke was the strongest evi-
dence we could have of the intensity of Christ’s sufferings: “ Being in an
agony he prayed more carnestly ; and his sweat was as it were great drops of
blood falling down to the ground.” My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even
unto death,” means that his soul was so sorrowful that if he was not speedily
relieved, death would be the result. e prays three times that the cup might
pass from him, if at all consistent with the counsels of God. And then so
great was his agony of soul that the blood burst the pores of his body, and
fell down in large drops to the carth,
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Accompany him to Calvary. See him suspended there; his weight de-
pending {rom the outstretched arms ; his hands and feet pierced with the
nails ; and left to linger out an ignominious and a torturing death! The
same conflict is renewed here : the same agony is repeated: and words still
more significant than those which fell from him in the garden break from his
lips: “My God, my God, wlry hast thou forsaken me ?”

These sufferings were all comprehended in that Lour to which Christ was
looking forward, and he was anticipating them when he said: « Father, the
hour is come !”

But, asain, this was the hour of sin’s expiation.——What an importance sur-
rounds this hour when considered in this point of view! It was the hour
when that sacrifice was to be offered, appointed in eternity, and by which
God’s justice was to be satisfied, his law was to be magnified, its penalty
borne, and sin for ever taken away : that mysterious oblation for which all
the minute and cumbrous ritual of the olden dispensation was but preparato-
ry, which was to have an efficacy that the blood of bulls and of goats could
not possess, but which itself should make complete atonement for sin. It
was the hour on which the hopes of every believer from the first were sus-
pended, and to which still every believer looks back, as to the hour of his
own destiny, the crisis of his salvation. This was the hour which God had
prepared in his eternal counsels, on which his regards were fixed from ever-
lasting, in which was the most gloriou. exhibition of his perfections ever
made, and angels found opportunity for their exalted faculties, ministering
to the great sufferer, and admiring the depths of the Divine holiness and jus-
tice, the heights of the Divine love, seen in this transaction beyond any-thing
which bad hitherto solicited their contemplation. This great work had been
delayed till now. It had a retrospective effect, so that those who were able
to see the day of Christ afar off, and to believe in him, were saved. Butits
accomplishment had been delayed till now. It may be, it formed the key
stone of time. Perhaps, it occupied the very central place in this world’s
history. It was the hour, at all events, on which hung the world’s destiny.
Now the blood of remission was to flow : now the wrath of God was to-be
appessed : now those expiatory sufferings were to be endured, which should
for ever take away the guilt of the world, and be a ground for every sinner
to return to God. Christ was about to be lifted up. “As Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.”
The great propitiation was to be set forth. The Lamb slain from before the
foundation of the world was now to bow under the sacrificial stroke. The
priest, the altar, and the victim were alike prepared. It was “the ful-
ness of time.” The hour was come! How did Christ anticipate this hour !
How did he .t his face to go up to Jerusalem! How was he siraitened#ill
his baptisii 0i L. 1 was accomplished!  And now, how does he turn to his
Father, and holding sublime cominunion with him, the Son of G.d on earth
communing with his Father in heaven, does he say : ¢ Father, the hour is
come !’ -

But, lastly, this was the hour in which God was to be glorified.—Christ
prays: “ Father; the hour is come ! glorify thy Son that thy Son also may
glorify thee”—Christ was now to glorify God by his sufferings and death.
But why should Christ’s sufferings and death glorify God? Has God plea-
sure in suffering? Can he be glorified in the suffering of any one? Surely
not. God was glorified in Christ’s sufferings because sin was punished.
{God is-not glorified even by the puuishment of sin in itself considered. . He
is no vindictive being to glory in punishment for itself. But he is a righte-
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ous and a holy being, and in the punishment of sin his righteousness and ho-
Yiness are exhibited ; and he is glorified by whatever contributes to illustrate
or display these perfections. Sin is the transgression of the law. It is an
insult to the Divine majesty! Is it not an insult to any sovercign when a
subject rises in rebellion against him, tramples upon his law, and sets his go-
vernment at defiance ?  Will that sovereigi best counsult his glory by allow-
ing the rebel to go unpunished, spreading defectiva far and wide, and endan-
gering, it may be, the very existence of his throne—or by checking the re-
bellion in the bud, punishing the rebel, vindicating his own authority, and
showing to all others that both Lis character and his government must not
be suspected of any possibility of compronise? In the sufferings of Christ
God was seen taking veageance for sin.  Sin was punished, and all the prin-
ciples of a holy being and an upright rule were displayed. "The spotless ho-
liness and inflexible integrity of God’s nature, as well as the rectitude of his
administration, were exhibited—And the manner in which sin was punished
enhanced the exhibition which was thus given of the Divine perfections.
Christ was suffering as a surcly. It was not for his ownsin.  He had never
sinned. He was the substitute of sinners.  And, does it not enhance our es-
timate of the justice and holiness of God when in order that these might be
vindicated cousistently with the salvation of sinners the Sun of God himself
must be given up unto the death? Does not this, we say, mightily enhance
our estimate of these attributes? It shows that God can by no means clear
the guilty. Sooper will heaven and earth pass away than one tittle of the
law shall fail. Christ said so, and what a demonstration of his own saying
in his own death !

But other perfections of God were exhibited in Christ’s sufferings and
death. God intended to save sinners. This was near to his heart. He
loved a guilty world. Iie loved it even when guilty. DMNMysterious, unfa-
thomable, love! But that love could not have exercise but in consistency
with his other perfections ; and if, as we have seen, hi~ righteousness and
holiness required the punishment of sin, how does his love appear when he
gave up his own Son unto the death that this love might have expression!
There is an exhibition of love here, surely, which could not be exceeded. It
could make no stronger demonstration. It did all that love could do for its
objects. It submitted to the greatest sacrifice. It saw sufferings the most
excr aciating laid upon his own Son : it saw that Son die the most ignominious
and the most painful of all deaths: it saw him endure agonies the most in-
tense that any human soul war ever the seat of: it heard his prayer for de-
liverance : it saw his bloody sweat : it beheld him prostrate on the ground:
it marked the signs of woe on his pallid countenance: it caught the accents
from the cross, “ My God, my God, why hast thou forssken me ?”—and all
this that its guilty objects might be saved! Surely we may seck in vain to
comprehend the height and depth, the breadth and length of the love of God
which passeth knowledge.

And his love includes his mercy : it was love to sinners! This was just
embodying in act what God had before declared in words, when he passed
by Moses, and showed him his glory. Here was the verification that he was
“The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long suffering, and abund-
ant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty.” Wemight
go over all the perfections of God, and show in the same way how all wereil-
lustrated in the sufferings and death of Christ; and how God’s glory wss
thereby exhibited or declared; but it is chiefly in the manifestation of those
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perfections which we have considered that he was glorified. This was the
hour in which he was to be thus glorified ; and contemplating this, having
in view this grand object, in the immediate prospect of accomplishing it,
Christ says, “ Father, the b wr is come I?

So long prefigured, so long predicted, charged with such important results,
bearing in its flight a thousand destinies, nay, the de<tinies of millions of mil-
lions of our race, that hour has come: it is past! Type and prophecy have
been accomplished : sin has been expiated: Christ has suffered: God has
been glorified : redemption has been achieved ! That was the most momen-
tous hour in time: every other was but a minister to subserve its purposes,
a forerunner to usher it in! Do we say of any event: it was an important
event? Do we say of any crisis: it was a momentous crizsis? Do we say
of any epoch, it was a signal epoch?  And shall we not say of this hour, it
was an important hour ? It was like Joseph's sheaf, every other did obeis-
ance to it. Did not the sun do obeisance to it when it veiled itself in dark-
ness ?  Did not the earth do obeisance to it, when the rocks rent, and the
graves gave up their dead?

That hour, brethren, involved your individual destiny, It either accom-
plished your salvation, or aggfavated your doom. How do you stand affect-
ed toit? Do you look upon it with interest? Or is it no more important
to you than any other hour in time? To the believer, to the christiau it is
by far the most important hour in time or eternity. Not till you sce wrapt
up in that hour your everlasting salvation: not till what was done in that
hour is the object of your lively faith: not till the blood of aionement has
been applied to you—sprinkled upon your consciences : not till then can you
be said to be saved, have you been delivered from wrath, and yeu are still
the heirs of eternal misery. O! see accomplished in that hour all that was
necessary for your salvation: sce the great propitiation: see the Lamb of
God slain : sec mercy triumphing over wrath : see all the perfections of God
harmonising, illustrated, glorified : then shall you know all the weight, and
imporﬁmce, and surpassing interest, of Christ’s words: * Father, the hour is
come

That hour is repeated, as it were, every time Christ’s death is showed
forth. If it was repeated in the type: if it was then snatched from the fu-
ture: if it was present by anticipation: if it was the very object of typical
representation : is it not repeated in that commemorative ordinance of which
Christ said: “ Do this in remembrance of me?” It is brought up from the
past, and is before the world in every instance of such commemoration. The
types and shadows of the law : the prophecies of the olden dispensation : the
bour itself : Christ’s sufferings and death: the world’s expiation: God glo-
rified : redemption achieved: are all present in that memorial act; and if
observed in faith, in the true spirit of the act, we can in some measure enter
into the mind of Chuist, into the high and sublime contemplation of the mo-
ment, when he said: « Father, the hour is come !”

A RECENT VISIT TO NAZARETH.

THE sun wag past the meridian, and the refreshing breeze wafted from the hills
around, was for mo the signal to depart. I wished tho venerable priest_good-bye,
and taking leave of the church and the water-pot in it, I left Keefor Kcene for
Nazareth.  For there, at least, I should have ample opportunity to indulge safely
in associations of events endeared boyond compare to every one whose faith is in
Christ. There I should study the features of a scenery with which, undoubtedly,
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he was familiar during the greater part of his life on earth; there I should tread
the ground ke must have trod. There I nced not be told, ‘he was here, or ke
wont there” There I can but look around, worship and give thanks.
. The road, outside the village, passes by a large fountain of clear abundant water
which flows into a square trough of ancient worfcmanship; and issuing from thence,
continues to gurgle among groves of olives, pomegranates, and evergreens, on its
way down the narrow valTey which it fertilises as in the days of old, when Zabulon
rejoiced in the produce of his land.  Crossing this dell, we began to ascend a rug-
ed path on the hill opposite ; now among rocks and by the edge of a deep rav-
ine * and then winding through luxuriant crops of wheat, from whence the village
of Keefer Keene—retired although on the pilgrim’s route—looked picturesque and
at peace. Wae crossed the brow of the hill and descended into a glen on_the other
side, leaving the small hamlet of Er-reine against the hill on our right. Then
along the narrow path that winds against the height immediately before us, through
ves of almonds and of olive trees, and across meadows covered with the richest
erbage, nntil we reached the summit of the hill; from whence, to my surprise
and infinite delight, my eyes rested on the most deeply interesting view a poorsin-
ner, servant of Christ, may be allowed to see ip, this world.

As I wished to remain here alone and undisturbed, in order, if possible, to mark
my first impressions of this scene, in a pencil sketch—and to dwell on the landscape
before me, ? sent onwards my servants, to pitch my tent on the spot I pointed out
to them, in an olive grove, between the Churcll and fountain of tg: Virgin and the
town ; and there to make ready for my coming.

The spot on which I was standing, might be appropriately compared to the up-

er room of seats in an ampitheatre of hills whicg rise around the secluded town of’
azareth, as if to shelter it and to shut it out from the rest of the world. The
fown itself, built against the slope of the hill, facing the eastand south, and sur-
rounded by thickets of prickly pear, evergreens and groves of fig, olive, and other
trees—occupies, as it were, the lower tier of the amphitheatre, just above the nar-
row plain spread in the hollow beneath and covered with pastures and flocks.
Beyond the ridge of hills opposite, on the other side of this plain and to the south-
east, arose the %roassy summit of Little Hermon (Jebel ed-Duhy) and the mare dis-
tant hills of Gilboah (Jelbun), at the foot of which lies Jezreel; and behind these
the horizon was bounded on the east by the hills of Bashan and of Gilead; on the
South by those of Samaria and of Judea, and closed in to the west with the level
heights of Carmel above Taanach and Megiddo, across the plain of Jezreel.

‘he air was soft and fragrant of the smell of the gum-cistus which grows kerein
abundancé. And the hills which already cast their long afternoon shadows across
the plains, a?peared in‘a well-defined outline against the sky, and left at once on
the mind a clear and dittinet impression of their form aud relative position. The
scene 1 beheld was a rdality. II)e::u-x'ied my thoughts back some thousand years
and then saw on the landscape before me, Saul and his men repairing to the retir-
ed village of Eador at the foot of Little lermon ;—his army routed by the Philis-
tines, and his own fall oy Mount Gilboah—the stronghold of Omri among the hills
of Samaria. Then Ahah at Jezreel—Elisha at Shunem and on the heights of Car-
mel. But dearer still then all those is Nazareth, the city where Jsus dwelt as a
¢hild ; where he lived unknown or despised as a Galilean ; then learning obedi-
ence for our sake, by the things which he suffered.

1 could indulge in peace in thoughts of this kind, as I sat reclining on a rock co-
vered with moss, over against the town. For there was no noise under the whole
heaven. Not a voice was heard; but the familiar twitter of the lark fluttering
among shrubs of rock-rose in bloom, or under tufls of tall feather-grass. 1loved to
dwell on this solemn scene. Who, indeed, could stand where 1did, and behold
the landscape I then saw, the same as when he lived here in this peaceful retreat,
without feeling too deep for utterance? without almost saying with Simeon:
“ Lord, now lett2st thou t‘xy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy
salvation ;” the place where thy son my Saviour dwelt? He, too, often looked at
this besutiful scenery, the work of his own hands; but lying under the curse of sin
" which he was come to Temove for ever. He, too, looked at these same flowers, and
- gawthel as I do open their delicate form to the hill-side breeze ; he, too, gathered
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them, when as a child he went about with his mother, the one ¢ blassed amoug wo~
men.” And afterwards he noticed them as they smiled at his presence.

“ Sweet nurslings of the vernal skies,
Bath'd in soft airs, and fed with dew,
———— ye could draw th’ admiring gaze
Of him who worlds and hearts surveys:

“Ye felt your Maker's smile that ‘hour,
As when he paused and owned you gobd ;
His blessing on earth’s primal bower,
Ye felt it all renew’d.”

For he mentinns them as examples of his bountiful care :—but oniy to tell us how-
far greater is the tenderness of his love for those whom he came to seek and to save
from death—and who are dearer to him than the grass of the field ; even thouph
they be of little faith. .

And these little birds, unknown, uncared for even of the wandering shepherd,.
were not foraotten by him. No! not one of them falls to the ground without the-
will of his Father that is in heaven. And are we not better than they ?

« There i3 not a strain to memory dear,
Nor flower in “sacred” grove,
There’s not a sweet note warbled here,
Bnt minds us of thy love.
O Lord, cur Lord, and spoiler of our foes,
There is no light but thine : with thee all beauty glows.”

It was now time to descend the hill and to repair to my tent, which I could see
in the distance, already pitched and prepared forme. 'The path I followed brought
me at the bottomn of the gill by the chureh of the Virgin, to the fountain at which
a few women of Nazareth had come to draw water I slaked my thirst at this
spring, of which he must have drunk often ; and I prayed that my soul might be
refreshed by the water which he alone gives; and that his words might be to me a
well of water springing up into everlasting life.

The head-dress of the women struck me. It consists of a pad of black, or blue
cloth, in shape very much like the chin-strap of a helmet, and, like it also fasten-
ed under the chin. That pad is covered with the whole of the mouney belonging
to the woman. Every piece of money has a hole bored through it, and is sewn on
to the pad, very much hike the scales of fish. You see at once what the amount of
property of the woman is; whether it be gold, among the wealthiest, or silver, or
even copper, amonyg the poorest. Money is, in fact, worn by them as an orna-
ment : and partly on that account, they rarely, and only when in the greatest need,
part with any of it, as it spoils their ornamental head-dress at once and for all.
One woman had her asmadie, as they call that head-dress, covered with gold coin 3
one or two had only coppers; while a poos-looking woman, the wife apparently of
a snnall tradesmen of the town, had on but a few pieces of money. But they were
regularly arranged on each side. Ithen thought of the woman, who, having ten
pieces of silver, lost one, of whom our Saviour tells ns in his parable, How she
would look for it, and how her neighbours and fricnds, hoth at the well and at
home, would hear of it and see it, and rejoice with her after she had found it!
For although we cannot aflirm that the dress of the woman was exactly the same in
the days of our Saviour, it is, nevertheless, most probable that it was then, as it is
now, peculiar to this locality. For in the East nothing changes but time.

My dinner over, I left the tent in charge of my servants, and climbed the hill on
which the town is built, and to the west of the one I had been before. I had to
make my way among rocks, and by hedges of prickly pear, through meadows on
which caels were grazing, to the top of the heights which overhang the town by
the monument of Neby lsmail, and from whence my eyes ranged over a magnifi-
cent landscapz. I faced the east immediately above the town, the whole of which
I now surveyed ;—its square, and next to it the mosque with itspicturesgue, but
foreign minaret; a little beyond the church and convent of Terra Sinta, and op-
pesite the great khan of the town, surrounded by the town itself, built in tiers
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-ragainst the hill, and consisting chiefly of the low ;«éuare dwellings of its inhabitants.
Beyond the hills over against me, rose the rounded summit of Mount Tabor (Je-
bel Tur%qand Little Hermon, at the foot of which I could distinguish the villages of
Endor, Nain, and Shunem. Then Jezreel,, Mount Gilboah, the mountains of” Gil-
ead, of Samaria, and of Judea, the plain of Jezreel, and beyond it the whole length
of Mount Carmel. Belind me the hills of Galilee and the far distant range of An-
te-Lebanon closed the scene to the north. The sun was verging towards Mount
Carmel. Taanach and Megiddo, and the bed of the river Kishon already lay deep
in the shade. Bashon and Gilead appeared in the eastern horizon, in the mellow
tints of an evening sky : while the nearer hills cast their long purple shadows over
the sun-lit meadows of the plain. But while I wascontemplating this magnificent
prospect, and realising the long-cherished hope of treading this holy ground, the
- sun sunk behind Carmel, and soon the summits of Tabor and Hermon alone shone
in his last rays, with which they seemed unwilling to part; while the whole of na-
. tare lay cold and lifeless at their foot. The shades ol evening, however, gradually
ined on the warm evening sky above; until the breath of eve began to stir, and
* the moon arose behind Mount Tabor and shed her pale but clear light over the
scene; translating it as it were in a moment, from the warm brilliancy of an East-
ern day, to the cool brightness of an Iiastern night.
1 had watched the moonbeams on the eddying wave of the Cephissus, in the
~-dear classic land of Greece. T had listened at eight to the low gurgling of the Cas-
talian spring, as it trickles from the sides of Mount Parnassas at Delphi. I had al-
30 repeatedly sat in the gigantic temples of Thebes in the dead of night, and watch-
- ed the moon rising over those awful relics of other ages, and dwelt on their past
- glory, when the same light shone through their sacred piles on the countless multi-
tudes at their evening worship of the Queen of heaven. But the moon rising over
Nazareth tells of other days; and the breath of one, as it waves the grass of these
hills, murmurs of other and greater glories than those of the proudest kingdoms of
this world. There is a look in nature which you see nowhere else; there is in
the rustling of the olive-leaf at even 2 whisper of peace,—of ¢ peace on earth, ot
good will; vea, of good will towards man,—brought by him who dwelt at Nazar-
- eth.—Journal of Sacred Literature.

REVIEWS.

Memoir OF ADELAIDE LEAPER NEwTON. By Rev John Baillie. New
York: Robert Carter & Brothers.

‘This contains a memoir of a young lady, who, during her brief career, ex-
hibited a rare beauty of holiness, and whose pen has furnished productions
© fitted to refresh the christian heart.  She was bora at Derby on st March
1824. This, however, her biographer tells iu the following rather bombas-
tic terms 1 —
¢ 'The town of Derby cannot boast of many holy memories. DBut he who noted
Bethany as ¢ the town of Mary aud of her sister Martha,” has noted the birthplace
of Adeclaide Leaper Newton. It was on 1st March 1824, that an infant, who was
to leave behind her so precious a fragrance, was ushered into this vale of tears.”
Tler early life was surrounded by every worldly attraction.  ~Of a good
. family and surrounded by every earthly luxury, she grew up into girlhood,
her sunny morning betokening a cloudless day.”  *'T'his sweet spot,” we find
her writing to a friend, on her return home from a short absence, “secems
like an carthly paradise.” And a singular aptness in acquiring cach accom-
plishment to which she successfully devoted herself, threatened, as she rose
into womanhood, to entangle her still more firmly in this world’s meshes. A
surviving sister speaks of “ her peculiarly sweet touch in playing and voice

-infsinging,” which made her music unusnally attractive. Her delicate pencil
b
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too, scemed to mark her out for no ordinary success indrawing., And graver
“attainments were added. A natural talent for languages” found its devel-
opment in the acquisition of various of the modern tongues ; and in later years
she added to them Greek, Hebrew, and even a little Arabic. She “ particu-
larly delighted also in Mathematics.” And when added to all this, was the
- adornment of a charming manner, whose graceful modesty was never for an
instant spoiled by the praises which were continually heaped upon herin the
social circle, “ it will be seen that seldom has the world held out a more at-
tractive allurerient than to the subject of our memoir.”

Brought up in a religious circle, she for some time devoted herself earnestly

_to the outward discharge of religious duties. This “religiousness,” as her
biographer calls it, did not secure peace of mind, but ultimately she was led
to seek a personal interest in the Saviour, and to make an unreserved sur-
render of herself to Ilim. Krom this tirae her growth in grace was rapid,
and her christian demeanor such as produced a decided impression on all
around her. “ Seldom or never,” says the Rev Canon Stowell, ¢ has it been
my happiness to see the mighty power of grace so marvellously manifested
as in her. She scemed to dwell in the vestibule of heaven—to live on the
steps of the throne of grace.”

From this period she was distinguished by her efforts to do good. She
Iabored to attract her acquaintances to the Saviour. By her correspondence
and conversation, she was the means of leading several young ladies from
worldly vanities to seek the Saviour. ¢ She became a teacher in the Sabbath
School—an employment in which she always took the deepest interest. The
impression produced on the children’s mind was not easily forgotten, some
of them even proving their grateful affection by visiting her in ber last ill-
ness.”  She also undertook the visitation of a district in the parish of All-
Saints. Her visits were singularly blessed. In regard to her proceedings
on these visits, one of her sisters writes, “ Early in the spring of 1844, Ade-
Iaide asked me one day to share part of her district, and lend books and tracts
at one end of the strect.  Noticing how long she had waited at the different
doors hefore going in, I asked her as we were walking home, ‘Do you al-
ways wait, when you knock at a door, till they open? ¢ No,” was her reply,
¢but I always like to wait a moment before I knock, to ask for the Holy Spi-
rit to be with my mouth, and teach me what to say in each house.” It was
in these labors that. in June 1846, she caught a cold which brought on a dis-
ease which ultimately terminated her earthly carcer.

From this time che was called to glorify God by the patient endurance of
His will, as well as formerly by active usefulness, and her eorrespondence,
from which in the memoir before us there are many extracts, show
that the grace of (vod enabled her in both spheres to adorn His doctrine.~—
Yet, even when an invalid, she did not negleet opportunities of usefulnese.
Thus she says, * I for instance, ean no longer visit the poor and read to them
a3 T once did; God demands a different service from me now. But still He
finds me work of some kind or other to do every day. I can say a word for
Him in a letter, or, as opportunity offers, T can speak to the servants, or I
can talk of Iim, and tell ont what T learn of Him, to my sisters or to visit-
ors. This last was one of my chief opportunitics at Torquay.” And she
was blessed in her labors of love. Tn one boarding-house at Torquay one
lady owed to her instrumentality the conversion of her son, and several
others their gpiritual revival.

Besides these efforts in the cause of Christ she was permitted to do a good

. work with her pen. Her letters to her friends were the means of much good.
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She wrote several Scriptural tracts, but the work to which she chiefly deve-
ted her attention was “The Songs of Sulomon compared with other parts of
Scripture.” On this she was occupied {rom 1847 to 1850. We have not
seen wie work, but it has now reached its third edition, and is described a8
Jhaving ¢ refreshed many believers in their pilgrimage through this wilder-
mess.” She also published a pamphlet on The Unclothed State, being the
result of a careful examination of Scripture on the subject, and during a be-
reavement. By the urgent recommendation of friends she prepared a work
entitled “The Epistle to the Hebrews compared with other parts of Scrip-
ture,” and corrected it, as it passed through the press, in her last illness.

Miss Newton died on the 26th April, 1854, after severe suffering, in her
80th year. Her death-bed exercises are detailed in the volume before wus,
and form an edifying example of the peace which the good enjoy amid al
that is trying to flesh and blood. The biography is in our opinion too “long
drawn out,” yet one which cannot fail to be useful and profitable. We can-
not better conclude this notice than by giving a specimen of her poetry,
though we do not think that this was the line in which she exceiled.

«THE HOPE OF GLORY”

“ So bright is the hope of the glory before me,
T'm often impatie “ in haste to be gone,
I long, blessed Je us, with esints to adors thee,
Those glorified spirits surrounding thy throne.

% So bright is the hope, that I wculd ot live alway
For plensures this poor fading earth can bestow ;
They never can satisfy, never can cheer me,
For each one is tainted with sorrow and woe.
% Of this body of sin and of death I'm so weary,
I cling to the bright « bope of glory” in store
For the souls who have found all on earth to be weary,
And long to attain to the heavenly shore.
“ Lord, hasten the time of thy blessed returning
To give us the peace and the rest that remain
For thy servants, who stand with their lamps ready hurning,
To enter thy glory and with thee to reign.
¢ This—tbis is the hope that is now set before us:
Oh! when shall we enter that glorious rest ?
Welceme, pain! welcome, death ! if it brings us to Jesus
And banishes hope in our pleasures possessed.”

EusreMs FroM EDpEN. By James Hamilton, D.D. New York : Carter
& Brothers.

The writings of James Hamilton need no commendation from us. The
present volume contains a number of pieces, most of which have been pub-
lished as tracts. ‘They are severally entitled « The Tree of Life,” «The
Vine,” “The Cedar,” “The Palm,” *“The Garden Enclosed,” “Harvest
Home,” “ The Amaranth or Immortality.” In these we have illustrations of
those Scripture emblems which are borrowed from the vegetable world—
The first of these exhibits the original design of the Tree of Life, and by re-
ference to the language of Ezekiel (chap. xlvii. 12) and of John (Rev ii. 7,
and xxii. 2) exhibits by comparison the new covenant blessings secured to
the soul by Christ. The second, on the Vine, exhibits the union between
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Christ and his followers from his own language, “ I am the true vine.” The
tHird and fourth cxhibit a comparison betweer the righteous and the Cedar
aad t"¢ Palm from the words of the Psalmist, “The righteous shall flourish
like the Palm tree, he shall grow like a Cedar in Lebanon” The next afe
fords a comparison of the Church to a Garden from the language of Solo-
mion in Song 4, 12-16. «Harvest Home” exhibits the bounties of God in
the Harvest, while the Inst is devoted to an illustration of the “immortali
biought to light by the gospel.” :
"These are all written in the well known style of descriptive eloquence of

thé-author. "We may however just give one specimen. It is from the paper
etiiitled “ The Palin” :—

. Though the palm starts bolt up from the burning sand, the sand is not its.sus=
tenance. The dust may have swept hot and stifiing round its stem;—but clear,
that dust away. The sand grows humid as you dig, and, by the time you reach the’
white fibres of the tap, the veins of water flow. ' Aund, as, by and bye, you gaze on
thte fringy rootlets floating in the well, you discern the secret of its joyous growth.
No mattc s that the sky is brass and the desert dust, when crystal life'is throbbing '
pereanial and plentifal below. Doubtless this is a dry and thirsty land ; but it is
the land where ever and anon the eye is gladdeneéd by’ some"g:)odly palm. In
strange and unexpected places you meet with fresh and lofty christians. You won-
der how they strive. They do not grow as the lity ;- for the lily is found'in green
pastures, 2nd they do not belong to:a lifesome communion. Nor do they spring as:
the willow ; for it springs by the watercourses, and they bave not the benefit.of the,
purest ordinances and the most refreshful ministrations, They are trees, of thede-,
sert, like Enoch among the giant sinners of an eatly world ; like Joss lgh, among the,
wizards and beast worshippers of Egypt; like Daniel in voluptuous Babylon ; like
David Brainerd among Indian savages; like Henry Martyn in stony hearted Pere

> Their life is hid.” So pure amid depravity, so loyal to God amidst idolatry, so
devout and fervent amidst atheista and blasphemy ; their heavenly mindedness is‘a’
miracle. But beneath the dustysurface of this godless world there is a well of wa~
ter springing up to everlasting life. There is no spot so_ barren, and no soil .80
burning, no place nor period so adverse, but faith tan find the Holy Spint there.
It beeds only faith’s penetrating toot, descending béneath the things which do ap-
pear, to fetch up spiritual retreshment and ‘invigoration, where others pirie’ andi
die.  From a secret source the believer in Jesus draws his life. The morning por-
tion of the Word, the morning prayer, the morning meditation ; these are the “str-
len waters” which keep him green all day; and even in the desert there is a de.
which, descending on his branches over night, brings him forth fragrant and vegete
to the morrow. You, my friend, who lead a'life of secularity or drudgery, you

ko are often sighing, * Lord what a wretched land is this,” remember that it is

e land of the Bible, the land of prayer, the land of the promises, and, above z}ll,
the land of the Comforter's presence and power. To say nothing of periodic rains
and weekly showers, the affluent irrigation of sanctified Sabbaths and communion
feasts,—a daily text and daily prayer, with the whole heart in them, would make
yau flourish like the palm. You would realize something of the life of God in youz
own soul, and your shining, healthful aspect would draw forth the exclamation, “O
Eord of Hosts, blessed is the man whose strength is in thee.”

Sermoxs AnD Essayvs oy THE TENNENTS AND THEIR COTEMPORARIES;
Fhilad: Iphia Presbyterian Board of Publication.

About the middle of the last century the Presbyterian Chureh of the Uni-
ted States was favored with the ministrations of a number of men, whose la-
bors were eminently ‘blessed for the revival of religion within its borders, as
well as for the extension of her boundaries. Of their lives an appropriate
uemorial has been presented to the world in Dr Alexander’s work, “The
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Log College.” Inthe present volume we have a compilativn of sermons and,
esgays by the same individual. Of the Rev William Tennent, senr., founder
of the Log College, none are presented, and, so far as known, none are in cx-
igtence. Gilbert Tennent, his eldest son, was born in the County of Armagh,
Ireland, on the 5th October, 1703. 1le reeeived his education under his fa~
ther’s roof, before the founding of the Log College, and when this school was
opened le assisted his father in teaching. e was licensed to preach the
gospel by the Presbytery of Philadelphia, in May 172§, and in the autumn
of the same year was ordained over the congregation of New Brunswick, N.
J. From his first entrance into the ministry his preaching was very popu-
lar and attractive with all classes of hearers. In May. 1743, he was called
1o a new Church in Philadelphia. This call he accepted, and labored there
for twenty years. In the present volume we have four sermons by him, re-
spectively entitled, “ The Justice of God,” “The Divine Mercy,” ¢ The
Grace of God,” *The Wisdom of God in Redemption,” all indicating the
hand of a master.

The Rev Samuel Blair was also a native of Ireland, but received his edu-
cation at the Log College, being one of the first pupils of that Institution.—
He was first settled at Shrewsbury, in New Jersey, in 1734.  After laboring
here for five or six years he received an earnest call to settle in New Lon-
donderry, in the State of Pennsylvania. Here he instituted a Classical
School, similar in its purpose to that of Mr Tennent’s, in which some of the
ablest ministers of the Presbyterian Church received either the whole, or the
more substantial parts, of their education. e was an able and profournd
theologian, as well as a faithful and affectionate pastor. In the present vol-
ume we have a treatise by him on “ Predestipation,” .in which that awful
and mysterious subject is treated with the hand of a master.

. The Rev John Blair was a younger brother of the foregoing. He was
also an alumnus of the Log College, and was considered as a theologian not
inferior to any man in the Presbyterian Church in his day. He was first
gettled in Western Pennsylvania, but, in consequence of the incursions of the
Indians, he and his people were obliged to retire to the more densely peopled
;s)arts of the country. He succeeded his brother as pastor and teacher of the

eminary. He was afterward Professor in Princeton College, New Jersey,
and died as minister of & congregation in Orange County, New York. There
are in the present volume two produciions of his, one on Regeneration and
the other on the Means of Grace.

The Rev William Tennent, junr., was the second son of William Tennrnt,
senr. He studied theology with his brother Gilbert in New Brunswick.—
In October, 1733, he was regularly ordained pastor of the Freehold Church,
as successor to his brother John, where he continued through the whole of a
pretty long life, distinguished by a lift of uncommon elevation above the
world, and by faithful and successful pastoral labors. There is only one ser-
mon by him in the present volume, but one well worthy of him. It is enti-
tled, “ God’s Sovercignty no Objection to the Sinner'’s Striving,” founded on
Luke xiii. 24.

The remaining discourses in thi> volume are, one by his brother Johr on
Regeneration, two by the Rev Robert Smith on Rom. vii. 23, and one cnti-
tled “ The Madness of Mankind” by Dr Finlay on Ecel. ix. 3. Having thus
given a summary of the contents of th. volume it is only necessary to say,
that these discourses and essays contain a clear and faithful exhibition of the
great doctrines of the gospel, and will induce favorable impressions, regard-
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ing the character and attainments of men, to whom the Presbyteriar Churghy -
in the Umited Statex is largely indebted. - —

H
’

Epwarp CrLirrForb, or MEMORIES QF CurLpHOOD. New York: Carter .

& Brothers. '

This work is designed to illustrate several errors in the treatment of the-
young, and to puint out some of the most important objects to be aitended to -
in the training ot youth. It pictures a child carly deprived of his mother,
and, while his father was engaged in an extensive business, left to the care
of an aunt, strict and conscientious, but not sympathizing with the feelings of
childhood, and never gaining his affections. It also pictures several schools
and teachers, showing the benefit and necessity of encouragement to a cer~
tain class of youthful minds. In contrast with this state of things, it pictures -
the same child, after its father’s death, under the care of an uncle, who uani-
ted firmness, affection and tact in the government of his family. and traces
his intellectual, moral and spiritual progress under these new circumstances.
The book is fitted to be useful to the young, in pointing out the most promi-
nent temptations of schoolboy life, and also to those who have the charge of; .

she young, in
home education.

pointing out some of the common errors both of school and.

Religious Miscellany.

THE MOTHER'S TOUCH.

In a long room, one winter’s evening,
in an old yard in the depths of London,
a missionary had been holding a religi-
ous meeting; he had just dismissed it,
and was till standing at his desk, when
foar young men, out of the number of
his hearers, came and placed themselves
bofore him. They were thieves. The
missionary looked at the filthy, ragzed,
and destitu'e beings in silence. ¢ Sir,”
said they, “can you reclaim us?"—
“ What! four of you ¥ « Yes.” «Have
you ever been in prison ?”  “ We have.”
“ Well,” said be, “if you are sincere, 1
will do what [ can for you. but I smust
know a little more about you first ; I will
meet you to-morrow morning at your
lodging-house.  If you are sincere, vou
will follow the advice which I now give
you, Go home and pray lor yourselves.”
At the hour the missionary was at the
house. He saw each separately, and
when the second entered, asked, « What
is yourname ?’  “ George > The
missionary looked at him: 18%& experi-
ence had made him apt in detecting sin.
He felt sure that the young man had
gives a wrong name. * How old are

you?” ¢ Twenty.” ¢ Have youa mo~
ther ?”  «Yes, sir”” The missionary
paused and looked at bhim: there he
stood,—a complete wreck ; clothed in &
ragged pair of trowsers, a filthy ragged
shirt, with an old cap in his band, shi-
vering with cold. ¢ Young man,” asked
the missionary agan, “have you got &
pmother, and does that mother know
where you are ? does she know the con-
dition of her child?” He stroggled
against the emotion which these words
excited, but he could not overcome it,—
he wept aloud. Again the missionary
asked his name ; this time he told him
the truth. He then related his sad his-
tory. He went back to the time when
he was a good and happy child, dwelling -
in the housc of his poor but honest pa-
rents, in a market-town in a distang
county. He told of his mother’s care
and love, and how he used to go to
school—both to the Sabbath and the
daily school—of the approbation of his
teachers, and of the prizes he had gain-
ed. Then came the days of youth, and
the hour of temptation ; he committed &
sin against the Lews of man, and, terrifi~-
ed at the consequences, he ran away
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Hrom his father's bouse, without telling
.any one where he was going. Hecame
to London, where he thought no one
would be able to find him; but he forgot
that no man can earn his living without
acharacter,—that the honest person, who
earns an honest living, must have as
good a character for honesty asthe: rich-
est merchant. Then he told Low he
fell from poverty to beggary, from beg-
gary to robbery, from robbery to impri-
-sohment, and how he came vutof prison
the companion of thieves and beggars,
with no other means to keep himself
from starving but stealing or begging, no
other home but the lodging-house or the
streets.  Such he was, when, amidst his
fellows in the ¢.owded cellar, he had
first seen .the missionary. It was on a
Sabbath evening, when the shouting,
the brawls, the riots, the fightings, the
noise of the thieves bringing in their
booty,—where the police dared not fol.
low,~—were hushed for a mement, and a
short silence was obtained, while the
issionary’s voice was heard declaring
‘God’s message of love, and the invitation
to return to holiness and him. From
the cellar Jie had come to the meeting,
and there, hearing again the declaration.
-of God's merey to sinner’s in Christ,
which ke had been taught in bis child-
hood, be conceived the hope of an ac-
-cepted repantance.  He spoke again of
‘his mother’s love. “I used,” he said,
¢ to keep rabbits, and my mother used
to.come .and stroke them while I held
them, and it’s like asif I can feel wmy
mgther’s hand touching me,—I cannot
forget my m.iber’s touch.”

The missionary was appalled at the
-details of sin and crime which had been
poured into his ear; “ but when I heard
this,” he said, “I felt that there was
bope for him,—that his heart was notir-
recqverably bardened.” Upon inguiry,
he found the father and mother were
still living m the same place. “But I
canuot go home, sir,” he said; “I dare
not go home for what I did there, and,
-he added. sooking at himself, “ in sucha
state.” “Well,” said the missionary,
#we will sce. I will write to your pa-
reats this day.” When he beard this
he wept again, and tlessed and thanked
-him, and said, * If ever I get home I will
mever leave it again.” The missionary
hagtened 10 a friend whom he thought
Likely to assist him. This friend encou-
raged him to write to the parents of
George. In ufew days came two letters,
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one to the missionary, the other to the
friend he had named. The letter tothe
missibnary was from a stranger; it told
bim that the father was very poor, but
that yet, out of his poverty, he bad found
means to arrange the matter for which
his son had fled from home; he there-
fore need not fear to return; “and if,”
continued the writer, “he has indeed
been brought to repentance, the joy will
be unmeasurable to his father and wmo-
ther, who knew not until now whether
he was alive ordead.” The letter to the
friend was from the father: *“Since he
left his home, we have never heard of
bim till now, to the great grief of hiz mo-
ther and me, and all friends; and tLis
day I cannot describe my feelings only
by saying, Tam happy. Iam distressed ;
I am Happy God ﬁas spared his life, I
am sorry be is in such a condition, ¥ am_
distressed that I cannot help him. But,
dear sir, if you can but restore our son -
to us, we shall be for ever indebted to
you, and T hope the Lord will open his
eycs that he may see aright.” But how
was he to return home ?—not half-nak-
ed, and in rags. By the help of his
friend, the missionary procured him a
comfortable suit of clothes, and also the
money to pay his journey. It was a
happy evening when George and ano-
ther, rescued in the same manner, met
at the mussionary’s house. Very early
next morning, before it was light, they
were to leave; all that night the mission~
ary sat up with them, reading, praying,
and giving them advice. Whenthe hour
drew near, he himself went with them to
the train. The missionary parted with
them in prayer. A few daysafterwards
he received from George the following
letter l— ]

¢ This is to inform you of my passage
bome, and how 1 was)receivcd. My fa-
ther was waiting at the station for me;
he had been there two hours; he did not
know me, but as soon as I got hold of
his hand, and said, ¢ Father " he began
to cry. I got home, and was so gladly
received. One bad hold of my imnd,
another was caressing me, and others
were crying, but all so glad to recgive
me. I then told my father of your kind-
ness to me, and the kindness of your
friends to me when I was in distress, and
1 hope you will teil them I am getting
ready to gorto the place of worship this
morning; I do <herish a hope that I am
cume te be a prop to my father’s house.
The words that glr said to me I
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shall nevor forget. My friends, I doin-
deed inten to follow your course of life,
and ’tis a pleasure to me. All give you
all their best respects, and do thank God
for my return. I thank God too. Iam
happy now.”

“I'am happy now !” Would thatsuch
might be the expericnce of every thief
and begoar! Does your heart respond
to this wish? Then give your help.—
There are those who have hold of the
rope whereby they trust to effect this
deliverance, and there is no hand, how-
ever feeble, that may not give them
some aid. Help the Society wﬁich sends
out messengers of mercy into these drea-
ry abodes. lelp with your gifts, help
with your efforts to awaken the syinpa-
tL " of others,—help with your prayers!
~—Sunshine ; or, Believing and Rejoicing.
By M. A. Barber.

THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST.

[An his reply to Mr F. W. Newman’s
blasphemous assault on our blessed Re-
deemer, Mr Roger’s concludes with the
following noble passage :—]

And now, what, after all, does the
carping criticism of this chapter amount
to ¢ Little as it is in itself, it absolutely
vanishes; it is felt that the Christ thus
portrayed cannot be the right interpre-
tation of the history; in the face of all
those glorious scenes with which the
evang-lical narrative abounds, but of
which ‘here is bere an entire oblivion.
But humanity will not forget them ; men
still wonderat the “gracious words which
proceeded out of Christ’s moath,” and

ersist in saying, “Never man spake
ike this man.” The brightness ot the
brightest names pales and wanes before
the radiance which shines from the per-
son of Christ. The scenes at the tomb
of Lazarus, at the gate of Nain, in the
bappy family at Bethany, in the “upper
room” where he instituted the feast
which should for ever consecrate Lis me-
mory, and bequeathed to his disciples
the legacy of his love; the seenes in the
garden of Gethsemane, on the summit
of Calvary and at the scpulchre; the
sweet remembrance of the patience with
wl. it he hore wrong, the gentleness
with: which he rebuked it, and the leve
with which he forgave it; the thousand
acts of benign condescension by which
he well earned for hiwmself, from seli
rightcons pride and censorious hyg)ocri-
sy, the name of the “ friend of publicans
and. sinuers;” these, and a huudred
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things more, which crowd those concise
memorials of love and sorrow with such
prodigality of beauty and of pathos, will
still continue to charm and attract the
soul of humanity, and on these the high-
est genius, as well as the humblest me-
diocrity, will love to dwell. These
things lisping infancy loves to hear on
its mother’s knees, and over them age,
with its grey locks, benls in devoutest
reverence. Noj; before the infidel can
prevent the influence of these composi-
tions, he must get rid of the gospels
themselves, or he must supplant them by
J-ctions yet wore wonderful! Ah! what
bitter irony has involuntarily cscaped
me! Bat if e last be impossible, at
least the gospels must cease to exist be- |
fore infidelity can succeed. Yes, before
infidels can prevent men from thinkin
as they have ever done of, Christ, they
must, blot out the gentle words with
which, in the presence of austere hypo-
crisy, the Saviour welcomed that timid
gult that could only express its silent
ove in an agony of tears; they must
blot out the words addressed to the dy-
ing penitent, who, softened by the ma-' .
jestic patience of the mighty sufferer,
detected at last the monarch .under the
veil of sorrow, and cast an imploring
ﬁlance to be “remembered by Him when
¢ came into his kingdom;” they must
blot out the scene in which the demoni-
acs sat listening at his feet, and “in their
right mind ;" they must blot out the re-
membrauce of the teavs which he shed
at tise grave of Lazarus,—ngt surely for
him whom he was about to raise, but in
pure sympathy with the sorrows of bu-
maui.r,—for the myriad myriads of de-
solate mourners, who could not, with
Mary, fly to him, and say, “ Lord, if
thou hadst been here, my mother, bro-
ther, sister, had not died !” they must
blot out the record of those miracies
which charm us, not only as the proof of
bis mission, and guarantees of the truth
of his doctrine, but as they illustrate the
benevolence of his character, and are
types of the spiritual cures hisgospel can
yet perform; they must blot out the
scenes of the sepulchre, where love and
vencration lingered, and saw what was
never seen before, but shall henceforth
be sten to the end of time, the tomb it-
self irradiated with angeiic forms, and
Lright with the presence of Mim * who
brought life and immorality to light;”
they must blot out the scene where deep
and grateful love wept so passionately,
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and fonhd him unbidden at her side,—
type of ten thousand times ten thousand,
who bave “sought the graveto weep
there,” and found joy and consolation
in Him “ whom, though unseen, they
Ioved ;” they must blot out the discourses
in which ke took leave of his disciples,
the majestic accents of which have filled
so many departing souls with patience
and with triumph; they must blot out
the yet sublimer words in which he de-
olares himself “ the resurrection angd the
life,”—words which have led so many mil-
lions more to breathe out their spirits with
child-like trust, and to believe, as the
gate of death closed behind them, that
they would see Him whois invested
with the “ keys of the invisible world,”
“ who opens and no man shuts, and shuts
and no man opens,” letting in through
the, portal which leads to immortality the
radiance of the skies ; they mustblotout,
théy must destroy these anda thousand
other such things, before they can pre-
vent Himhaving the pre-eminence who
loved, because he loved us, to call him-
self the * Son of man,” though angels call
him the « Son of God.”

It is in vain to tell men it is an llusion.
Ifit'be an illusion, every wariety of ex-

fitent proves it to be invelerale, and

it ¥ill not be dissipated by a millions of

Stratsses and Newmans. Probatum
est;’ “At his feet guilty bumanity, of di-
ver$é races and nations, for cighteen
huhdred years, corae to pour forth in
faith and love itssorrows, and finds there
# the peace which the world can neither
give nor take away.” Myriads of aching
heads and weary hearts have found, and
will find, repose there, and have invest-
ed him with veneration, love, and grati-
tude, which will never, never be paid to
any other name than his.

THE DEACON'S BATTLE.

By nature the Deacon loved Mammon;
by grace he loved God. Between them
there was contiuued war. Both fought—
one like Michael, the other like the devil.
As there was a long war between the
bouse of David and the house of Saul,
so there was long war in the earthly house
of the deacon.

As with Gud, so with the Deacon; a
troop overcame bim ; but he overcame at
last, as appears by the following circum-
stance.

In the same church with M. was a
poor brother. This poor man bad the
misfortane to lose his cow. She died.

The Last One Remembered.
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To get him another, the good Deacon -
headed a subscription with five dollars,
and paid it. This act disquieted Mam-
mon. Mammon, with true Iscariot zeal,
began to rant and rave: * Why this
waste? charity begins at home; the
more you give the more you may, let
people learn to take care of themselves.™

The Deacon was a Baptist; but he
found that the baptismal water did nei-
ther drown, wash away, or wash clean
the old man. The tempter backed Mam-
mon, and putting a glassto the Deacon’s
eye, showed him, not the kingdoms and
glories of this world, but the poor-house,
wretchedness, poverty, and rags, and
said, * All these things will your master
give you in yourold age as a reward of’
your charity.”

Tostill these clamors, Deacon M. went
to the destitute man and told him he must
give back the five dollars. The poor man
returned it. Thislast act roused the Ngw- *
NAN, and now nature and grace stood
face to face.

To give, ornot to give, that was the.
question. :

There stood the Deacon, poising and
balancing, and halting between two opin-
jons. 'The Deacon spoke—** My brother
some men are troubled with their old wo-
men ; Iam troubled with my old man.
I must put off my old man as the Jews
put off their new man—crucify him,-
crueify him.” Then unstrapping his pock-
et-hood, he took out a ten dollar will,
and gave the poor man. ¢ There,” said
the Deacon, “ my old man ; say another
word, and I'll give him twenty dollars.®
—Christian Treasury.

THE LAST ONE REMEMBERED.

It is a mark of grace, that the believer,
in his progress heavenward. grows more
and morc alive to the claimsof Jesus. If
you “ know the love of Christ” his is the
Iatest namne you will desire to utter; his
is the latest thought you will desirc to
form; upon Him you will fix vour last
look cn carth; upon Him your first in
Heaven. When memory is oblivious of
all other objects,—when all that attract-
ed the natural eye is wrapped in the mists:
of death.—when the tongue is cleaving
to the roof of our mouth, and speech 18
gone, and sight is gone, and hearing gone,
and the right hand lying powerless by
ourside, has lost its cunning, Jesus! then
may we remember Thee ! Tfthe shadows
of death are to be thrown in deepest dark~
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naes on the valley, when we are passing
along it to glory, may it be ours to dic
like that saint, beside whose bed wife
and children once stood, weeping over
the wreck of faded faculties, and a blank,
departed memory. One hadasked him,
 Kather, do you remember me ?” and
reccived no answer ; and another and
another, but siill no answer. And then,
all making way for the venerable com-
panion of a long and loving pilgrimage
—the tender partuer of many a past joy
and sorrow—his wife, draws near. She
bends over him and as her tears fall thick
upon his face, she cries, “ Do yon not
remember me 2’ A stare—but it is va-
cant. Thereisnosoulin that filmy eye;
and the séal of death lies upon these lips.
The sun is down, and life’s brief twilight
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is darkening fast into a starless night.
At this moment one, calm enough to re-
member how the love of Christ’s spouse
is * strong as death”™—a love that many
*¢ waters cannot quench”—stooped to his
ear, and said, * Do you remember Jesus
Christ?” The word was no sooner ut-
tered than it seemed to recall the spirit,
hovering for a moment, ere it took wing
to heaven. Touched as by an electric
influence, the heart beats once more to
the name of Jesus : the features, fixed in:
death, relax : the countenance, death,
flashes up like the last gleam of day;
and with a smile in which the soul passed
away to glory, he replied, “ Remember
Jesus Christ! dear Jesus Christ! be is
all my salvation, and all my desire.”—
Guthrie.

Children’s Corner.
WATCHING UNTO PRAYER*

A STORY FOR LITTLE CHILDREN.

Two little boys from infancy

Had known and lov'd each’other;
The children of one family,

Each was an only brother.

One evening they retir'd to rest,
Bencath a mother’s care ;

And parting, she them both caress’d,
Without their little prayer.

But Willie said,—% O mother stay,
And do not say, good night !

Till you have listened while I pray,
I can’t myself aright.”

The mother said,—* You know I must
Haste to the parlour, dear ;

The party waits, but you may trust
At mora I'll come and hear.”

Soon all was dark and silent there;
Till in & quiet tone,

A voice was heard,~—* QOur little prayer
We must repeat alone.”

“ No, Willie, no!” the brother cried,
% The room is dark and cold.”

“We won’t stay long,” the child replied ;
“ Each other'’s hands we'll hold.”

“ No, Willie! T'll remain in bed;
I cannot rise with you;

For mother knows what's best, and said,
The morning pray’rs will do.”

¢« Ah, brother! we perhaps may die
Before the morning lighit ;

We need the care of God, so £
Must pray for this to-night.”

The door ajar, the air was chill,
When Willie rose for prayer;

And on his knees, when all was still,
He ask’d Our Fatker'scare.

The gentle child then crept to bed,
‘With happier mind by far;

‘When touch’d, bis shivering brother said,
« How very cold you are ?”

But Willie said,—* I do not mind,
I am so happy now;
I griev’d to leave you here behind,
ut I have pray’d for you.

And now, if I should die to-night,
1 would not be afraid;

I hape to see a world more bright
Tgxan all else God has made:

* The pretty and affecting narrative, which occasioned the following lines, appeared

lately in an American journal.



‘There, little angels, with their crowns
~Of gold, all'fair and bright,

.And harps, ‘and hymns, and glorious
’ thrones, ’ i
For ever dwell in light.

‘@ haw 1 would delight to.dwell
. Within a world so fair!

"“Fo be 30 good, and fear no ill ;
-For all are holy there !

“NWill, now I think it pleasanter
vWWith pa and ma to stay;

And bave-my kites and tops as here,
-“Than on a harp to play.”

«No, brother! for I know you love
To sing our hymus of praise ;

Bat sweeter far with harps above
_Will be the song we'll raise.”

Then gentle sleep their voices still'd,
Aud Frank began to dream;

But not as when, ‘mid fancies wild,
Things are not what they seem.

For, when he told his dream next day,
Eis mother found it true;

Xt seem’d but to describe what lay
Before his open viaw.

He said,—* Methought we lay in bed,
Ere mother went away ;

And Willie rose, and prayers he said,
While I refused to pray.

K thought the window then was rais'd,
And wide the shutters flew;

Ang on the midnight sky I gaz'd,
With moon and stars in view.

“The scene was lovely,and, in view,
T wo small white clouds I spied;
As they approached, and larger grew,
Two angels I descried.

‘With rapid wing they hasten’d down,
And seem’d two ladies now;

4nd each appear'd to wear a crown
Upon her snow-white brow.

‘Within our room they stood, and spoke,
As they approached our bed;

In every limb with fear I shook,
And cover'd o’er my head.

PBut Willie smil*l, nor was afraid,
When th’ angels came so near;

¥ thought it was because he pray’d,
That he was free from fear.

< Are we to take them both away ?°
The younger angel said,

¢ QO no? replied the guide, ¢ we may
But take the one who pray’d.

Tue other for a while must stay,
And in this world remain ;
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In hope, that he may learn to pray,
And grace from God obtdin.’’ .

They spoke so mild and joyfully—
No music half so sweet—

"Twas strange, I trembled sore, and high
My heart with terror beat.

They rais'd the clothes, and saw me laid,
Oppress'd with grief and fear;

O how I griev'd I had not pray’d,
When angels were so near !

They pass'd to Willi¢, and there shone
Around a glory bright ;

At midnight it appear’d like noon;
The room was filled with light.

They stooF’d and kiss'd him, and he
smil'd,
And stretch’d his arms, till they
Uplifted him :—one took the child,
And carried him away.

The younger angel seem’d to love
To carry him with care:
The. taller threw her arms above :—
" All floated thro’ the air.

Beyond the stars I saw them soar—
A small but shining speck ;

And, when I could not se¢ them more,
T thought my heart would break.

I look’d around ;—Is place was there,
But Willie now was gone;

‘Because I had neglected prayer,
I thus was left alone.

But, in the morning when I woke,
1 found I only dream’d;

For there was Wiilie, and I sJ)oke,
But sound asleep he seem’d.

I was so glad and happy now,
That I had found my Willie;
I quickly rose, and kise'd his brow,
%ut it was cold and chilly.
I knew that he was cold at night,
When last to me he spoke :
1 wrapp’d the clothes around him tight,
To warm him ere he woke.”
Such was the story, simply told ;
And Frank had felt no fear:
But Willie, as he said, was cold—
Sad sound to parents’ ear!
Over the mother’s heart there crept—
As Frank told what he dream’d—
A chill of terror, and she wept:—
¢« My little darling seemed
Not well,” she said, “last night, how
strange
Aud languid was his cye
“jWe'll look to-day, Isaw no change,”
Was all the sive’s reply.

1
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The mother rau to.gee her child;
-But silent was his breath ;

The lovely boy was pale, and smil'd
In the cold arms of death.
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Let mothers learn a lesson here,
And duty ne'er delay : ,
Let children learn, death may be near,
And ne'er forget to pray. ~ U.P.Mag.

Religious Intelligence.

NOVA SCOTIA.

Frre PresyTery oF HALIFAX.—
This Court met on Thursday last—pre-
sent, Professors King and Lyall, and
three elders. A call from the congre-

tions of Lawrencetown, Musquodo%:)?t

arbour ané Porter’s Lake, to the Rev
Alex. Stuart, signed by 218 names, was
sustained by the Presbytery, and accept-
ed by Mr Stvart. Mr Stuart under-
went his trials for ordination which were
highly satisfactory. Thursday, the 28rd
of October, was appointed to be the
day of his ordination, which is to take
place at the Church at Porter’s Lake.

Tur Baptist Convention of Nova Sco-
tia, New Bruuswick and Prince Edward
Island, met at Portland on the 20th ult.
The subject which princi]?a“y occupied
attention was Acadia College. The
Rev Dr Crawley resigned his office as
President of the Institution. His resig-
nation was accepted, but in the hope
that he may ere long return to_that of-
fice, no suceessor was appointed. Loud
calls were made by the g&oard for farther
funds to put the College buildings in a
state of thorough repair, for additions to
the Library, for the assistance of theolo-
gical students, and especially for the in-
crease of the endowment fund. It was
agreed to appoint an agent to visit all
the Churches for the purpose of collect-
ing the latter fund and to enlarge it to
at least fifteen thousand pounds.

WaiLE the Committee of the Wels-
ford Memorial are thinking and dispu-
ting about it, a most useful Testimonial
has Leen designed and completed by Dr
William Almon, who has endowed
King's College with 7en Preferential
Shares in the Water Company, for a
Prize to be competed for by Students
who have kept their thvee first terms,
and to be given on the Anniversary of
the Storming of the Redan, in honor of
Col. Welsford, who fell in the van of the
attack. This is a most useful Prize, and
while it will serve to commemorate the
bravery and devotion of his lamented
countryman, will stimulate the labours
and studies of the youngest aspirants
for honour aund distinetion.— Church
Times.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

Syxop or Nrew-Brunswick ¢
CONNEXION WiTH THE CHURCH oF
ScorLAND.—This reverend Court :met
in Chatham on the 2d August. ’Fhe
Moderator, the Rev Dr Brook, preach-
ed frorn Psalms cxxii. 6 :—“Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem.” Roll being calted,
and Synod constituted, commissions from

-corresponding members were received,

when the Rev James Murray, of Bath-

urst, was unanimounsly chosen Moderator.

The Committee for procuring registrati~

ons of Births, Marriages, and §)eal-:hs,

not having finished their labors were re-
appointed. Appointments were made

for preaching on the following Sabbath.

Dr Brook reported presentations of Ad-
dresses to Her Majesty and the Lieuten—
ant Governor, with replies, which were
ordered to be entered on the Minutes.
Thanks were presented to Rev Mr Mic—
kay, the Corresponding member from

the Synod of Nova Scotia, who made a

suitable reply. Usual returns of Marri-
ages, Baptisms, Deaths, &c., were hand—
ed in,to be entered in tabular form.
The report of Bursary fund was then

read by Rev W. Donald, Convener of
Committee, from which it appeared that

with the view of raising up a native Min-
istry, a collection was taken in all the-
Churches to aid deserving young men
in the prosecution of their studies. Col-
lections of 1854, amounting to £95 18s..
10d., and for 1855 to £59 19s. It ap--
peared that the Committee had assisted
three young men in their studies in Ed-

inburgh, viz.:—Messrs Henry J. Me-

Lardy, William Porter, and Robert Fal-
conor—all being natives of this Province,

and of whom satisfactory accounts werg-
received from the respective Professors
where they had attended during the past
Session. Commitiee on King’s College
having reported that no steps had been
taken to induce Legislature to carry ons
the suggestions of the Commission, was
re-appointed with the instructions ic
take what steps might appear necessary.
Account of whatever was memorable in
the various congregations during the
year wad called for. Overture. for @n-
nexing Westmorland to Presbytery of
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St. Jobn was passed. Opyerture for er-
ecting one or more additional Presbyte-
ries was, after consideration, deferred
. till next year.  Overtute recommending
the Scottish Ladies Association for the
advancement of Female Education in
India, to the attention of Sabbath Scheols
in connexion with the Church, was also
gamed. The Rev John McCurdy (Pres-
yterian Church Nova 8cotia,) being
present, was invited to take his seat, an
who, on motion of Mr Donald, gave ac-
count of Mission to Aneitcum, for which
he received Synod’s thanks. After re-
ligious services, subject of Widows’ fund
was taken up, but without adopting any
measures relative to it.  Collections for
Bursary fund was ordered to be made
on last Sabbath of October for the Home
Missicn and Synod fund on the third
- Sabbath of May. Business of Synod be-
ing finished, the next meeting was ap-
ointed to be held at Fredericton, on the
onrth Tuesday of July, 1857. The
Moderator having addressed the Synod
in an earnest and impressive manner,
the proceedings were closed with praise,
prayer, and the Apostolic Benediction.
ARRIVAL OF REVEREND JAMES
Gray.—We are happy to announce
that the Rev Jas. Gray, Missionary from
the Free Church of Scotlaud, arrived
safein this Province via Halifax, on Sab-
bath morning last. Mr Gray will (D.
V.,lzl proceed according to appointment
to Hampton to labour there and in the
surroundiong districts. 'We hope that we
shall soon see other ministers from Scot-
land and Ireland to supply in some mea-
sure the spiritual destitution of the Pro-
vince.— Colonial Presbyterian.
MissioNarRY FrRoM N. BRUNSWICK
TO AUSTRALIA.—At the Baptist Con-
vention held last week in Portland, the
question of a missionary from this Pro-
vince to Australia, was freely discussed,
- and a proposition was made to send out
the Rev Isaiah Wallace at an carly day,
which was cordially agreed to. We
learn from brother Wallace that his mind
bas been turned in that direction for
ears, and he has been carefully watch-
iog the providential door for his entering
into that, or some other enlarged ficld of
Christian labour, he regards the present
opportunity as strictly in accordance with
the will of God, and therefore decides to
bid adien to home and friends in New
Brunswick, and go with the message of
life to the destitute thousands of Austra-
-lia. Ata meeting of the Missionary
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Board, held in this city, on Wednesday
evening, it was determined that brother
Wallace should spend two or three
months in visiting the Baptist Chuvches
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, af-
ter which he should immediately proceed
to his future field of labour by the way
of England. We believe this young mi-
nister eminently fitted for the work he
is about to engage in, and belonging as
he does to another branch of the church
of Christ from ourselves, we,nevertheless,
with all our heart, bid him Gop SPEED.
—Religious Intetligencer.
INsTALLATION OF REV A ROBINSON.
—On the 14th July, 1856, Mr Alexan-
der Robinson, who had been previously
ordained in N. York by the Northern Re-
r.>med P’by. wwas installed pastor of the
Reformed PresbyterianChurch inChimo-
guee and Bay Vert, New Brunswick.
The Rev Alexander Clarke introduced
the services by singing, prayer, and read-
ingNthe Seriptures, and Rev Dr McLeod
of New York, preached the sermon,gave
the charge to the people, and made the

installation prayer. The previous day
(Sabbath) had been the communion
season.

One hundred and eighty per-
sons sat down to the Lord’s tab%e togeth-
er. A crowd of orderly worshippers,
only a portion of whom the house could
contain, waited on the services of the
day, and many evidences of the Lord’s
presence with his ministers and people
were enjoyed. The congregation had
received a large acession, several adults
had been baptized, aud all were rejoic-
ing at seeing their pastor before them.
Monday was therefore a day of special
thanksgiving, and gave a peculiar zest
to the installation services. Qur young
brother enters upon his labours with very
much to encourage, and the Church gen-
erally bas 1cason to rejoice, that thisim-
portant region is so well occupied.  Sit-
uated on the shore of the Atlantic,at the
mouth of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and
in constant bearing of the music of its
waves, Mr Robinsons congregation is the
most easterly post of the Reformed Pres-
byterian Church on the Western contin-
ent—Hannr of the Covenant.

CANADA.

The following are statistics of Congre-
gationlists in Canada,—churches, 74;
ministers, 65 ; number of members, 2,-
805. Amount contribated last year for
the maintenance of religion and for mis-
gsionary objects, £8,492.
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= UNITED STATES.

EvaxGrricarn RenigioN i Trxas.
— Houston, Aug. 29th,1856.—Times con-
tinue good in Teaas. Though we can
report no special revivals of religion ofa
general character, several local churches
of various denominations have added
vonsiderably to the number of their com-
municants. New church organizations
are being made in many parts of our
widely extended dumain. Increasing at-
tention is being given to the support of
the ministry. The sentiment is gaining
that there ought tobe a class of men
whose duty it i3 to devote themsclves
avholly to the spiritual instruction and
-welfare of the people of their charge, and
that such have a right to an adequate
support. Our clergy wisely abstain from
the introduction of politics into the pul-
‘pit, and confine themselves to preaching
the Gospel.

Texas is singularly and happily free
from all heretical creeds, and unevange-
Lical sects.  So far as my knowledge ex-
tends—and it is pretty eeneral—there is
not one Unitarian or Universalist church
organization in Texas. Campbellisi bas
made but little progress.  Romanisin oc-
cupiesquite a subordinate position,though
twenty years ago it was tEc only form of
religion tolerated by the then cxisting
government. The type of the religion
-of this State is decidedly evangelical,
though it must be confessed that Christi-
anity does not pervade the masses of the
community ; yet perhaps, we on thissub-
jects are not behind Hther new States
North or South. Four religious news-
papers—English—and one  German—
are published in the State, and all scem
well supported.  Our population is now
about six hundred thousand. Much at-
tention is being paid to the subject of
general education. The literary taste
of our citizens is fast improving. All
enterprises contected with literature are
prosperons.  Buvkstures arve springing
up in various parts of the State.

REFORMED DUTCH.
Comparative Statistics of the Prot. Ref.
Dutch Churck for 1555 and 1858.

1355. 1356.
Nuwber of ehurchoes, 364 3380
Number of ministers, 348 368
Number of members received
on confession, 1609 2551
Numb. reecived hy cortificate, 1474 1483
Total of Communicsats, 38,927 40,413
Nuwb. of aduits baptized, 290 369
Numb. of infants baptized, 24438 2754
Numb. in Catechetical in-
straction, 796 10,729
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Numb. in Sunday-school, 26,593 30,070
Jontribution to religious and’
benev. purposes, $77,999 46 $85,898
The above useful comparative sum-
mary is taken from the September nuin-
ber of the Sower, tne excellent monthly
sheet issued by vur Doard of Publication.
‘I'he footing in the last line will be fovind
to differ from that given in the Minutes
of Synod of this year. The difference
is owing to the correction of an error
made by the person who added up the
summary for the Stated Clerk, as any
may sec by glancing over the column of
the printed Minutes. The Church has
made a gain during the year,-of sixteen
churches, twenty ministers, over four-
teen hundred communicants,nearly three
thousand catechisms, thirty-five hundred
Sabbath-scholars, and nearly eight thou-
sand dollars in benevolent contributions.
The increase is gratifying, butitis far
from what might be reasonably expect-
ed.— Chris Intel. ‘

Rev David Wallace, says the Congre-
gationalists, has been dismissed from the
pastoral charge of the Presbyterian
church at East Boston, and has aceepted
an appointment to the Presidency ‘of a
College at Monmoth, Iilinois.  ~

.ENGLAND.

ArcupeacoN DENISON'S Casg.—
The judgement of the Archbishop of
Canterbury in the case of Archdeacon
Denison was pronounced on Monday.
It condemns in the most decided man-
ner the opinions promulgated in Mr
Denison’s published discounrses, as being
inconsistent with the Thirty-nine Arti-
cles; and the sentence will be followed
up by Mr Denison’s deprivation, unless
he revokes his heterodox sentiments be-
fore the first of October. This is the
heaviest blow and greatest discourage-
ment which the Pusevites have cver re-
ceivel at the hand of a prelate of the
Church of England. The judgement is
one in which the friends of Trotestant
and evangelical principles everywhere
will heartily rejoice. It is due to the
courage and perseverance of the Rev
Joseph Ditcher, at whose instance the
proccedings against Archdeacon Deni-
son were commenced, that the case was
not quashed some months agn. It was
through his interposition that the Arch-
bishop took the initial steps in the case,
after the late and the present Bishop of
Bath and Wells had refused to institite
proceedings against 3r Denison; and
wher the Arcﬁzbishop, “ seared a'tl the
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" wound hitnsglf lisd madé,” came 10 the

resolution of abandoning the case, from
a short-sighted regard to . the, peace of

_ the Church, it was through Mr Ditch-

ex’s application to the Court of Queen’s
Bench, in’January last, that a mandamus
was.issued requiring the Archbishop to
resume the proceedings according to
law. Archdeacon Denison, from the
first, rather courted than shunnedinves-

. 'tigation, aud was understood to have

jpublished the discourses in question by

. way of challenge to the evangelical par-
- ty. It certainly argued no small de-

. gree.of audacity on his part to venture in-
. to.Court to maintain that the opinions
. .on the Eucharist contained in the dis-

courses, were consistent with the Thir-
ty-nine. Articles, which he subscribed at

_ s ordination. The dogma upon which

hetook his stand, is that which forms

” the.rallying ground of the Puseyite fac-

tion, and has been the stepping-stone to
Rome of the numerous clergymen who,
with a degree of honesty and consistency
which Mr Denison has been somewhat

_.8low to émulate, bave preceded that

péntléman thither. The opinions of Mr

enison, kowever he and his friends may
contrive to diszuise thein by verbose and
mystical interpretations, virtually in-
volve the Popish dogma 6f transubstan-
tiation. e endeavoured in Court to
open up the whole question by appeal-
ing to Sivipture and other authorities;
but the Archbishop at once closed the

‘door against this mode of defence, by

holding Mr Denison amenable to the
standards which he subscribed on his
first recei ving orders, and which sub-
seription he renewed on his being ap-

inted Avrchdeacon. It will not, there-
ore, serve Mr Denison, and the pusey-
ites any purpose to allege that he has
been condemned withour an appeal to
the paramount authorits of Scripture.
That is a matter which Mr Denison pro-
fessed to have settled with his conscience
when he became a minister of the En-
glish Establizhment ; and now that his
soundness in the faith is called in ques-
tion, his erhy (.. .lonlappeal is to the
articles of his faith and the formularies
of his Church subscribed on that occasi-
on.—Convicled of an  heretical depart-
ure from these standards, Mr Daeuison,
as we have stated, is allowed time {o ro-
cant his erroncous opinions. Should he
decline to take advantage of this indul-
gence, which is extremely probable

Judging from his antecedents, then the
“sentence ofthe Archbishop will be made,
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finai, by involving the penalty of d
privation. A “appeal to the Priv,

“Coutitil is talkéd'of by Dénison’s sup
‘porters; bat no such appeal is coifrpe-

tent till the present séntence shall take
efféet.—~English Paper.

SCOTLAND.

Laving T™RE_FOUNDATION-STINE
or TRE Nsw Free Crurcm Cor-
LEGE GLASGow.—This interestinig ce-
reniony took place upon Monday the
18th ult. Tc Clarke, who laid the foun-
dation stcne, dwelt upon the necessity
of the church’s having such an institution
in a city containing a population ot 400,~
000, and upon thé advantages which
might be expected to accrue from- it.
The foundation-stone of the College
Chuyeh in which Mr Buchanan is to be
stationed, was laid at the same time. Dr
Buckanan referred to the immense in-
crease made to the church accommoda-
tion of Glasgow within twenty years.
When he Brst came to thatcity, in 1833,
there were only twenty-one Established
churches. A great stimulus had been
given by the i)isrup'ﬁon. These were
now represented by thirty-three churches
in the %stablishment, and thirty-six in
the Free Church, or sixty-nine congre-
gations in all. Besides this the United
Presbyterian had been vigorously oceu-

pying thé field, especially of Jate. But

stili need, for all prepared to bring along
with them the gospel of the pure grace
of God, urgentry existed inall quarters
of the city.

ITALY.

Parar CoNCESSION TO THE PrEss.
—The Tufin Correspondent of the
Times writes :—< The Pope has lately
granted power {o the Bishops of this
kingdom to aliow the faithful to read and
retaiu the journals prohibited a jure et
ab homine, * for so long as the liberty of
the Press exists in Piedmont,” or for so
long as may seem convenient to His
Holiness The meaning of this move
is, that, hitherto, priests who acted striet-
ly in accordance with their instructions,
refused to give absolution at the confes-
sional to persons who acknowledged to
have been guilty of reading certain news-
papers which the Chureh authoritics
thought proper to proscribe, and the
consequence was, that the people, in-
stead of being frightened into submission
to the Churcﬁ by such threats, persisted
in reading the papers, and gave up go-
ing to confession.”
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HALIFAX CITY MISSION.

1t is 2 melancholy fact, only too easily
proved, that there are many in this city
who are utterly ignorant of tke truths of
the Gospel and utterly regardless of the
law o1 God—Iliving here ag if there were
no hereafter—poor and outcast—in con-
nectivn with no Church and apparently
heyond the reach of any Church. It was
with 2 view to the ameclioration of the
spiritual condition of these that the Ha-
LiFax Crry Misston wasformed in the
spring of 1852. It was founded on aca-
tholic, evangelical basis; and ministers
and laymen belonging to the various
Churches of this city united, with the
utmost cordiality, to forward its interests.

The first Missionary, Mr GORDON,
was engaged in May 1852, and continu-
ed to labour in connexion with the Mis-
ston for the space of two years. Mr Gor-
don was alike remarkable for devoted-
ness and diseretion ; and there are facts
to show that, abundant as were his la-
bors, they were crowned with proporti-
onate success. It was v.ith much refuc-
tance that the Committee of this Mission
parted with him when he felt it bisduty
1o enter on another sphere of usefulness.
His success in the work of the Mission
greatly encouraged the Committee to
persevere, and made them feel that God

had smiled approvingly upon their un-
dertaking. They therefore as soon as
ossible secured the services of Mr John

Steel, as Mr Gordon’s successor. Mr
Steel showed himself a competent and
useful labourer, and was in the Commit-
tee’s employ for one year. Mr Morton,
the present City Missionary, entered on
his duties on the 15th May last, and has
ever since laboured zealously and inde-
fatigably.

The following extracts from the Reports
of the Missionaries will, it is hoped, be
read with interest by the christian pub-
Yic. They indicate the object of the Mis-
sion, while giving some instances of the
suceess attending its operations and the
obstacles retarding them.

Mr Gordon says, “ [ found not a few
Protestant as well as Roman Catholic
families very ignorant of the most impor-
tant doctrines of Christianity, especially
the doctrine of justification by faith.—
The Bible is seldom if ever read in such
families, and some of them have not one
in their possession ! Most of those young
people who in various parts of the city
make the hallowed silence of the Sabbath
evening give place to their oaths and
horrid %lasphemies, are the children of
parents who give them no religious in-
struction. I have done all in my power
to awaken such to a sense of their duty,
and to make them feel th: sanctity of
the Lord’s-day.” * T would call the spe-
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cial attention of the Committee to what
has comé under my notice of the exceed-
ingly demoralizing influence of kouses of
#l-fame on the youths of this city. Iam
sure that many parents are entirely ig-
norant of the sad facts of the case. 1
performed the disagreeable task of visit-
mg every house in Barrack Street in the
evening; and the result of my visits
is to confirm the startling facts brought
to light by the midnight visit of Mr Scott,
the Alderman, to one of these dens of
iniquity. I bave found young lads as-
sembling at these houses at dusk to take
the first steps of a course which, no doubt,
in most cases, ends in the destruction of
‘the soul.  An excellent school teacher in
the neighbourhood tells me that the
youngest children in his school are inju-
riouly affected by these houses” “1
have distributed in various parts of the
¢ity seven thousand Tracts, and seventy
copies of the Bible.” * In six months 1
visited one thousand families; and in
many of these I read the Word of God
and spoke of things pertaining to cternal
life.” " 1 held a prayer-mecting at Ger-
rish Street; and taught a Sabbath
School, in connection with Mr Kenneth
McKenzic, at Freshwater.” « Imet with
most opposition, even to personal vio-
lence, at the Green Market.  In my mis-
sionary visits I was often threatened with
injury, sometines cursed and turned out
like a dog. I never was injured but
once in Albermarle Streert.”

After telling of the caution he exer-
cised in judging of conversions, Mr Gor-
don says, The first-fruits of my labours
were, neglected children attending Sab-
bath Schools, and careless parents going
to places of public worship.” I have to
bless God for making me instrumental in
the conversion of a coloured woman who
lately died in the Poor Asylum. She
brought forth fruits becoming her chris-
tian profession long before her death, and
while suffering afiliction. The most care-
less could mark the change in her. Her
prayers to God on my behalf shortly be-
fore she died scem to be still ringing in
my ears. Imay next mention an aged
man, , who acknowledged thathe
was bronght to a right knowledge of
God’s method of saving sinners by your
missionary. Another old man, y
received me very coldly at first, but by
subsequent visits he was awakened to
deep concern for his soul.” A young
woman who was drawn away by the er-

- vors of Dealtry, from the truth as itisin
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Jesus, professed to receive benefit from
my labours. I directed her, and lent
her good hooks; and I have reason now
to hope that she is in the right way.”—
Mr Gordon mentions five other cases of
conversion ; but space will not permit
more cxtracts at present.

Mpr Steel says that the irreligiousness
of this community surpasses in_propor-
tion anything of the kind he had wit-
nessed in English cities. During the
months of September and October, 1855,
he visited 167 fumilies. Among these
he found two hundred wud two individu-
als who were “ignorant, idle, and vici-
ous.”” 1le distributed among them 9 Bi-
bles and Testaments, and 347 Tracts.—
In his Jast Report Mr Steel says, * Many
of the lower c‘asses are steeped in irreli-
gion and abandoned habits.  Thousands
are living in indifference as to past, pre-
sent, and future  7ract distribution s a
stubborn necessily i Iulifax.” * One
other class I will refer to, and that is the
poor, outeast, abandoned female. These

oor immortal souls are daily growing
ess mindful of the past and reckless of
the future.” * Private drinking shops
are an intolerable nuisance in this city.
They are the handmaid to all other wick-
edness. To my knowledge, many an
inexperienced youth, whom shame and
fear deter from the public-house, finds in
the private shops an opportunity to es-
tablish the odious and_soul-destroying
vice of drunkenness. Young girls too
frequent these places.”

Mr Morton 1z his Report dated 4th
June says; “T have visited 125 families
living in Barrack Street, Albermarle St.
&c. Thave conversed with most of these
on spiritual and eternal things. I read
the Scripture and offered up prayer with
70 families—distributed 100 tracts. I
bave read the Word of God and engaged
in prayer on board seveial vessels. idy
labors there have been well received. 1
have been encouraged by deep attention
and have frequenﬁy seen the falling
tear.”

In his Report for the month of July,
Mr Morton says: “I have visited 156
famniligs—and in most of these I have
read the Word of God, offered up pray-
er, and conversed freely on personal re-
ligion. T have distributed 270 tracts.”
In August he says : « I repeat my visits
frequently to those to whom I think they
may be of service. The sick and the
infirm have had my special attention.
I have been much encouraged by what
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1 have scen of the grace of God insever-
al instances. One was that of a poor
man residing in Isaw him for
the first time early in Junc. He was
then weakly, but able to walk. He ap-
peared ignorant of Limsalf and of the
}éian of Salvation ; but by the blessing of

od on the reading of His Word, conver-
sation and prayer, the darkened mind
became enlightened ; he felt the sinful-
ness of his heart; and was enabled to em-
brace Jesus Christ as his only Saviour.
He died on: the 16th July. The last
time I saw hima I asked ifhe could praise
his Redeemer ? He answered “ I can
do nothing else.” During this month I
have visited 188 families—distributed
184 tracts.” Inthemonth of September
the City Missionary visited 166 families
and distributed 230 tracts.

There is now in connexion with the
Mission a Raceep Scuoox, which is
free to the children of the poor,and where
they are supplied gratis with such books,
writing materials, &e. as are r.ccessary
for the prosecution of their education.
The average number of pupils in atten-
dance is forty ; and it is gratifying to be
able tostate that not only many children
but parents also have been benefited by
the structions of the School. Simple
and beautiful hymns learntin theRagged
School are now frequently heard beside
lowly hearths and at street corners, from
mouths which once were more accus-
tomed to what was worthless, obscene,
and profane.

In July last a SEaMan’s BETHEL was
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opened in connexion with the City Mis- ,
sion—the Trustees of the Argyle Street
Chapel having kindly permitted that
building to be used for the object. The
Missionary holds service in the Bothel
every Sabbath afternoon at three o’clock.
The attendance is increasing. Refer-
ring to the Bethel service m his last
Report the Missionary says : “We have
had very solemn seasons ; the word of
Life has been listened to with marked
aitention.”

A Bible-classis beld by the Missionary
every Wednesday evening ;.and he re-
ports that it is growing in interest and
usefulness. i

Heretofore the Missionary has been
accustomed to pay frequent visits to the
house of Refuge ; but the service of a
regular chaplain having been recently se-
cured for that institution, the city bis-
sionary devotes a larger proportion of
time to the inmates of the poor Asylum,
the work House, and the Penitentiary.

The Committee, in conclusion, beg to
state that they will shortly have to ap-

eal to the public for funds to sustain the
Klission for the coming year. They feel
confident that when the field which the
Mission is intended to occupy—the re-
sults attending its operations hitherto,
and the prospects of usefulness opening
before it, are taken into consideration,
the needed support will be given as cor-
dially and liberally as on previous occa-
sions.

By Order of Comnmittee,
RoserT MURRAY, Secretary.

Foreign Missions.

NEW HEBRIDES.

LETTER FROM MR GEDDIE.

The following letter is a few weeks
later in date than those formerly pub-
lished, and, though it does not contain
much additional 1atelligence, we deem
it proper to lay before our readers :—

Aneiterm, New Hebrides,
Nov. 6¢h, 1855,
My Dear BroTier,—

Your welcome letter of date Nov-
23th, 1854, cawe to hand last weck.—
The information which it contains about
the prosperity of our Church at home,
and the increasing interest felt in the

evangelization of the heathen, is very
cheering to us. We rejoice to learn
that a reinforcement of one or more mis-
sionaries may be expected here at no dis-
tant period. I trust that they are now
on their way to these islands. How it
will gladden our hearts to welcome them
on these distzat shores.

I sent off a large package of letters
about three weeks ago. They were en-
trusted to the captain of a Sandal-wood
barque, bound to Sydney, who obliging-
ly consented to take charge of them., 1
hope the vessel may reach her destina-
tion in safety. She left this island in a
very leaky condition, and several of her |
crew were laid down with fever and
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ague. But Providence is kind and the
weather is‘fine, at this season of the year,
so I'hope skie may have a safe and spee-
dy“voyage, and that my letters may in
due fime reach you.

PROGRESS OF WORK.

“For details about the progress of the
Mission on this istand I refer you to the
letters now on their way. Itis enough
to say here, that we meet with little to
discourage, and much to encourage, us
in our work. The Word of God spreads,
and I hope that its enlightening and
saving influence is felt by many souls.—
Teachers are now stationed in almost
every section of theisland, and heathen-
ism sinks to rise no more.

OTHER ISLANDS.

Now that the gospel has been receiv-
ed by the Anciteumese we have begun
to look to the “regions beyond.” At

resent we are making efforts to open
I.)l‘a,na for christian missionaries. You
have already been informed that we sta-
tioned two teachers on the south side of
that island last year. We are now on
the eve of sending two more to occupy
Port Resolution on the east side. Their
pames are Nimtiwan and Abraham, both
Church members and men of high stand-
ing on this istand. The former speaks
the Tana dialect fluently, and both, as
far as we can judge, are suitable persons
for the mission in which they are about
to engage. Their wives will accompany
them, and also a young man to assist
them in erecting their house. They go
to their destination in the brig * Hiron-
delle,” which has called at this island on
her way to China. The captain (Rees)
has kindly ofiered to take our teachers
and land them free of charge. We facl
arateful to him for this generous act.

1 have every reason to believe that
our teachers will meet with a cordial re-
ception at Port Resolution.  We recent-
1y had a visit from Nanwar, one of the
chicfs of that place. Ie came tosee for
himself what christianity has done for
Aneiteum, and also to solivit teachers
for his own dark island. e was glad
when we told bim that we bad tcachers
in readiness to go, and that we were
now waiting an opportunity to send
thewm. He hurried bome two weeks ago
tomake preparations for their reception.
The Tana chief says that many on his
island desire to know the Word of God ;
but they are afraid of the discase makers,
‘who on all the islands have shown an in-
veterate opposition to the gospel.
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Our teachers take a hovse with them,
which they are instructed to build with-.
out delay. It will I'trust be a home for
missionaries going t6 Tana, until they’
can erect houses for themselves. In the
confident expectation that missionaries
will be out in the “ John Williams” for
these islands, I shall have one or two
houses in readiness for them, which can’
be crected and made habitable in the
5{)ace of a few weeks after thev land at
their destination. This is an important
matter when viewed in relation to health.
It wosld be a ciiminal neglect on our
part to overlovk any means that might
conduce to preserve the health of eur
unacclimated brethren. When minjs-
ters are so scarce at home, and the re-
luctance to come to these islands so
great, the health of missionaries becomes
proportionably valuable. You may rest
assured that we will do every thing in
our power to promote the comfort and
usefulness of those whom you send.

TANESE LANGUAGE.

I enclose along with this a small book
in the Tana language printed on thisis-
land. It is campiled from two books pre--

ared by Rev Messrs. Turner and Nis-

et, who formerly resided on that island.
I have also in my possession a brief
grammar of the language prepared by
the same brethren, which 1 transeribed
when in Samoa. Moreover, 1 have
written to them for a vocabulary of the
language as prepared by them, which 1
doubt not will be sent. ~ These aids will
Le invaluable to the new brethren, who
will know as much of the language in &
few weeks with them as they could ac-
quire in many months without them.

C. A. GEDDIE.

1 have mentioned in former letters
that I have instructed my daughter
Charlotte Ann to.come to Anciteum, in-
stead of going to Nova Scotia, as was
originally intended. The rcasons for
this change are unfavourable accounts
received about her health, and her ex-
pressed wish to come here.  The former
reason, 1 feel thankful to say, does not
now exist, but the latter remains in full
force. T hope that the step which 1 have
taken, in so far as the Board of Missions
is concerned, will meet with your appro-
bation. If our dear child should be
spared to come here, she will find before
her ample scope for usefulness. Tt will
be gratifying to the friends who have so
genercusly contributed to educate her,
to learn that her education is likely to



1856.

be turned to some account in the best of
causes.
MISSION GOODS.

I am Sorty to inform you that the sup-
plies sent by tke “'Sydney” to Mel-
bourne have not reached us. I received
a package from Sydney via Isle of Pines
a few days ago, and, as Dr Ross makes
no mentton of them, I conclude that they
have net come to him. It is quite possi-
ble that they are still safe, though their
detention is inexplicable. There is re-
gular steam communication between
Melbourne and Sydney four times a
‘week, so that goods can be transmitted
at any time. A box which you sent in
the ¢ Aurora” to Melbourne reached us
two years after it was shipped, and that
in a very damaged condition. In time
to come boxes sent to the Mission should
be accompanied by a letter of advice to
the Rev l?Dr Ross. Y will write to Dr
Ross on the subject, and also to the Rev
R. Hamilton of Melbourne, to whom I
have recently written about other mat-
ters, and I hope the result will be either
the sup})lies or definite tidings about
them. In the present instance the dis-
appointment will be considerable. The
time when our native teachers receive
their annual supplies is near at hand,
and I have nothmg to give them. Their
supply last year was limited, and for this
reason they need clothing very much.—
In as far as they are concerned there
will not be any trouble, for they will be
satisfied when 1 tell them my disappoint-
ment. I am glad to say that, through
the kindness of Mr Inglis, I have been
able to forward to our teachers on Tana
and Futuna a liberal supply of clothing,
and also to give those an outfit whom we
are about to send away. The jilan we
have hitherto acted on, in reiation to
our teachers abroad, is, for cach mission-
ary tomake provision for those who have
gone from his district.

I cannot close my remarks on this
subject without expressing my admira-
tion of the kiberality of the fricnds of the
Mission, and my thankfulness for their
generous tribute to the cause of God.—
What has been doue shows that our peo-
ple have the spirit and ability to do much
1n any good cause. I trustthat theirin-
terest in the Mission may not be without
its inlluence on your unworthy ageats
abroad, and that we way feel it our duty
to labour with mnore energy in a cause,
which, thank God, has taken hold of so
many hearts at home.
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SUPPORT OF NATIVE TFACHERS.

In your letter you request information
about the support of hative teachers.—
‘We have at present four Samoan teach-
ers on this island, two of whom are sta-
tioned in Mr Inglis’ district and two in
my own. They have ‘always recéived
their annual supplies from the missiona-
ries of the London Society. This ar-
rangement was made at our request, to
prevent all discontent. They are na-
tives, and we fearéd that, if they did not
receive things of precisely the same
amount and quality as theirconntiymen
on the neighbouring islands, dissatisfac-
tion would be the result. The value of
clothing given annually to each Samoan
family 1s from £3 to £4 sterling. In ad-
dition to this we always give them pre-
sents from the supplies you send. I may
mention that one of the Samoan teach-
ers, perhaps more, will return to their
own 1slands when the ¢ John Williams”
comes. Their places will not be supplied
by others. Any thing, therefore, that
the Board of Mission gives for the sup-
port of Samoan teachers shounld go as a
donation to the London Missionary So-
ciety for this object.

As regards our teachers, who are na-
tives of this island, the people among
whom they reside provide them with
food, and we supply them with clothing.
I have never drawn on your funds for
any thing for their support, as the sup-
plies bitherto sent have enabled me to
fulfil to some extent my engagements
to them. As civilization advances their
wants will inerease, but I have no doubt
but the contributions of friends at home
will enable us to provide for them, for
years to come, without drawing on the
furils ‘of the Mission. Our teachers
have no stipulated salary, but we give
them yearly the amount of clothing ﬁxey
need, and if they have additional wants
they make them known, and these we
meet as far as possible. I mentioned in
my last letter that a limited supply of
hatchets, knives, chest locks, hinges, and
tools of any kind, would be an wvalua-
Dble gift to our teachers. At this dato X
have nineteen teachers settled, natives
of this island, and hope to station ano-
ther in a few days. Mr Inglis has about
the same number in his district.

MISSION TO ERROMANGA.

The Erromanga mission has suffered
severely from sickness ddring the, past
year. Four Simoan fanilics wers land-
cd on that island last November, of



. 518

whom six persons are now in their
graves, five have gone to other islands,
and one only remains, Two teachers
and their wives found their way to this
_island in a very deplorable condition,
" but I am thankful to say that their health
. has been regained, and we sent them to
Mare a few weeks ago.
MR GEDDIE'S HEALTH.

I am sorry to learn from your letter
that my occasional attacks of fever and
ague have causcd you solicitude on my
behalf, 1 thought it proper however to
mention them, that missionaries coming
might not be deceived about the climate.

.. Had I known the climate better, and
used. more precaution, I might have suf-
fered less, and 1 doubt not but our ex-
erience will be beneficial to others.—
ut you are mistaken if you suppose I
am broken down with fever and fever
and ague, or that my constitution has
been seriously affected by them. I feel
about as vigorous fo-day as whenI Jand-
ed on thisisland. But I now begin to
see the important bearing that health
has on the cause of missions on these is-
lands, and T shall henceforth regard itas
a sacred duty to avoid unnecessary ex-
posure, and use all proper means for its
preservation.
CONCLUSION.
I niust now bring my letters toa close.
I feel thankful that additional labourers
are likely to come to these islands from
you. The incercase of your agents will
be followed by a great increase of inter-
est in the cause, and cannot fail to en-
twine other hearts around this mission.
Y suppose you have parted with them be-
fore this time, and I bope that in due
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season you may be checred with tidings
of their safe arrival and entrance on
their work.
I remain, my dear brother,
Very sincerely yours, &e.,
Jonx GEDDIK.
Rev James Bayne, Sec. B. F. M.

From the Record of the Free Church of
Nova Scotia.
FOREIGN MISSIONS. .

At New Glasgow, this 14th day of
August, 1856, the Foreign Mission Com-
mittee met and was duly constituted.
Sederunt with the Convener, the Revds.
D. B. Blair, John Stewart, Junr., and M.
Sutherland.

The Convener submitted a statement
of the funds which was approved. The
Committee regret that no funds have
been sent them since the meeting of Sy-
nod and agree to request to write all the
Missionary Associations in reference to
tlis subject,

The Committee agreed to correspond
without delay with the Convener of the
Free Church of Scotland’s Mission to
Turkey, and with the Convener of For-
eign Missions of that Church. Also with
the Boards of Missions of the Presbyteri-
an Church of the United States, and of
the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia,
with the view of obtaining information
regarding Missions in general; and that
said information be conveyed fo the
Church through the Missionary Record,
with the view of awakening a deeperin-
terest in the cause of Missions,

Closed with prayer.

JonN STEWART, Convener,
M. StrarrLAND, Clerk.

Other Missions.

THE BUXTON MISSION IN CON-
NEXION WITH FREE CHURCH
NEAR CHATHAM, C. W.=*

The settlement at Buxton in temporal
matters, has been self-supporting since
its begioning; in the carly part of last
year, they determined to do something
1n spiritual matters. It wasresolved that
the Church should contribute to all the
schemes of the Synod, besides taking up

_* Thisis & mission to the negroey, most
of whom are fuguiive slaves from the Uni-
~ ted States.

a collection every Sabbath ; also, that the
scholars attendingthe missionary schools,
should pay a-small sum towards the sup-

rt of the teachers. The rate was gra-
dnated according tothe branches taught.
It was also mentioned that those, who
could not pay, would be taught free.
The vesult has been most gratifying.
notwithstanding the pressure felt by the
settlers during the past year.  Of those
families who hava sent to both schools,
more than one-half have paid something,
one-fifth have paid the whole, rate
charged, and only twenty-two have paid
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pothing. The Synodical and Sabbath-
day collections, have been regularly ta-
ken up in the Church. The whole
amount raised, from both church and
schools js about seventy ponnds. There
are two schools at the Mission, a male
and female. The female school was es-
tablished last year, for the purpose of
teaching the girls plain sewing, aud those
who might be willing to pay for it, the
higher branches of a female education.
In this departent, we hope soon, to
have some well trained fumale teachers.
In the male school besides the common
branches of an English education, Latin,
Greek and Mathematics ave taught.  In
both, the Shorter Catechism is used, and
the Bible is taught as a religious exereise.
One of the ditliculties, we have had to
contend with, in this branch of the wis-
gionary opelations, is the frequent change
of teachers. Itisonly five yearssince
the schools have been opened, yet the
teachers have been changed ten times,
and although all the teachers, with one
or two exceptions have been good, yet
the frequent changes has had a paraly-
zing effect on the efficiency of the
schools.  Pupils have not made the same
progress, that they otherwise would have
done. The teachers who have hitherto
been employed, have mostly been stu-
dents, who were under the nevessity of
leaving every six months, for the pur-
pose of attending classes in the College.
The number cnrolled, in both schools,
during the past ycar, has been one hun-
dred and thirty, and the average atten-
dance fifty-eight.  There are two classes,
—one in Laun and the other in Greek;
those reading Greek will be ready to en-
ter College next November.  The Sab-
bath school has Leen well attended dur-
ing the present year, there are at pre-
sent one hundred and twelveon the roll,
and the average attendance is fifiy-two.
We still feel the want of permanent
teachers in this department, although we
are begiuning 10 supply the deficiency
in some measures by the aid of scholars
who have received instruction in the
Sabbath School. The Juvenile Mission-
ary Society, organized twelve months
ago, by the scholars, has been rcgularly
keptup. At the Anniversary in Fe-
bruary last, on opening the missionary
box, 1t was found to contain eighteen
dollars, which was voted by the scholars
to the Calabar Mission, or the Coast of
Africa. The attendance at Church is
about the same as last year, varyiog from
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one hundred and fifty to ¢wo hundred’

according to the state of the roads and

weather.  The number of members on

the communion roll is fifty. One of
tles2 was a young woman, who had been

educated at the Mission: School, and for-
many years was a pupil at the Sabbath.
school.  She was the first that has been
received into the Church, from the-
Mission School. Her knowledge of the-
seriptures was clear, and she gave satis-

factory evidence of her having experi-

enced asaving grace. This is only the

first-fruits, but we trust it will be follow-.
ed by an abundant harvest. The Mis-.
sion 1s only in its infant state, still it is

an object of peculiar interest, and well
caleulated to call forth the good wishes

of our own Church, and of all who {feel

an interest in the social and moral im-

provement of along neglected and deep-

ly injured race. Itisonly the day of
small things, but we have good reason to

thank God and take courage, for the

measure of success, which has alrcady

attended our efforts.  The school con-

nected with the mission is progressing ;
and we trust the voice of its pupils, wiil

one d~y be heard to advantage, from one

end of the Province to the other. Nay,

the time we hope way not be far dis-

tant, when they will vie with other, and

more highly favvured lands, in carrying

the lamp of eternal truth, and planting

the cross on the remotest shores of Afr-

ca.  Although I do not pretend to lifs

the veil, which hides futurity from the

cye of mortals, yet I do most solemnly

believe that,whenEthio}ia stretchesforth

her handsto God,her own sons will be the

honoured instruments, in the hands of
God, in carryingreligion and civilization -
to their benighted countrymen. En-

couraged by the past we would look for

greater triumphs in future, but above

all would look for the Divine blessing

without which a solemn mockery awaits

all our efforts.— Condensed from Sixth

~Annual Report.

A WESLEYAN MISSIONARY
MURDERED.

« Neveir since the death of the Rev
Williamm Threlfall, who was killed by
Hottentot robburs in the year 1825,” says
the London Waickman of the 10th uilt
have the Comumittes and the friends of
Missionshad :«: deplore a calamity of the
character of tuat whick they have now
the sorrow to place on record. The Rev
J. Stewart Thomas was killed by the as--




~520

sagais of an assailing party of Amaponda
Caffirs at Bacham Wood, on Saturday,
14th June last. Mr Thomas had arrived
only one weck previously at Becham
Wood, to commence the organisation of
a mission at that station, (as Leing more
advantageously situated than Clarke-
bury, from which he remosed,) for the
benefit of the surrounding Kaffir popu-
lation. Some of the people resident on
the Morlay station had joined Mr Tho-
mas at Beecham Wood ; but it so hap-
pened that the Morley people some time
greviously had been called out by the

ritish resident to join in an attack on
a division of the army of Damas, a son of
Faku, returning from a tribal war with
Amampandomsi, in which attack two or
three men were killed by the Morley
people, and about one hundred and sixty
head of cattle captured. This miost un-
warantable departure from the general
rule, that natives residing on Mission
stations are not to take part in: tribal dis-
Dutes appearsto have led to the fatal
consequences we now deplore. Damas,
it is said, remonstrated! against.Mr Tho-
mas receiving the Morley people who
had been engaged in thisaifair toBeecham
Wood; and his followers were heard to
say that they woulil not rest until they
had taken the life of the natis¢ teacher
who had led on the attack. The Gov-
erpment awarded compensation to the
Chief Faku for the act of their agent;
and advised the Umduambi, whomn the
Morley people had assisted, to pay a fine
for their shareof the outrage, which they
refused to do. The Government oflicer
finding bis advice rejected, said he would
leave it with Faku to settle with them.
He had only left the neighbourhood three
days when Faku’s people made an attack
on that part of Beecham Wood which
was occupied by the Morley people
and captured a number of cattle. In
‘this attack one native was killed and five
wounded ; and a little girl unfortunately
burnt to death. Mr White romonstrat-
ed with Damas on hearing the report of
this affair ; but Damasretused o return
the captured cattle, giving as lus reason
the injury he bad received from Um-
Jdumbi, with whom the Morley people
had identified themselves ; stating at
the same time that he had no quarrel
with the other settlersat Beecham Wood
and would not hurt them. One of his
petty chiefy, however, not having the
same knowledge or being influenced by
the same views, conducted his men w
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make an attack on the mission station.
Damas hearing of it, senta messenger
desiring them to return but unfortunate-
ly the messenger arrived too late; the
fight had begun by an attack on the mis-
sion cattle-kraal. Mr Thomas hearing

the alarm, went to the cattle-fold, taking
with him the artisan, hoping the assail-

ing party would respect the character of
a missionary, He discovered his mis-
take ; but it was too late ; he wasstruck
in the back by an assagai, and receiving
several other wounds was carried home,

and died within two hours!” A corres-
pondent of the Grakam’s Town Journal
writes: “I gave you some particulars
in my last of the death cof the Rev J.
Thomas. It appears that he had recei-
ved information that an attack upon his

station was contempleted, and it is now
thought that the savages came with the
full intention of killing him. "When the
first intimation of the attack reached him
he hastened to the spot, and on_being
recognised, the attacking party eried ont
<Kl him,” ¢ Destroy him,’ or {words to
that effect. He then called out that he
was their missionary, and ran towards
home, when he was stabbed. The first
blow brought him to the ground, and
while prostrate, he received four more
wounds. No attempt wasmade to kill
any other person about him, nor can I
hear that any more lives were lost. A
tambookie chicf on one of Mr Thomnas’
stations, when he heard of the event,
went down with some of his people, and
took the bereaved widow to his station
in order to afford her protection. The
only excuse that can be made for thissad
event is, that the missionary had two men
upon the station who had offended Faku
in the late disturbance; but since that
affair had already been settled to the cx-
pressed satisfaction of \maponda chief,
who had received ample remuneration,
this excuse no longer existed.”

CHRISTIANITY IN THE
NESE REVOLUTION.

In our Sept. No. we inserted a short
article from the Philadelphia Presbyte-
rian giving an unfavourable account of
the Insurgents. The following gives a
more favourable view of them.

In the North Chinese Ilerald, pub-
lished at Shaughai, June 7, 1856, we
find a very extended and elaborate letter
addressed by one of'the Missionaries, Mr
. A. . Martin, to the Attorney Gen-
cral of the United States, seiting fortk

CHI-
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the condition and principles of the great
Chinese rebellion. ¥e regards the
movement as eminently Christiun in its
inception and progress, ang on itssuccess
he founds strong Txopes of the spread of
true religion in China. Mr Martin says
that “latterly it has been hinted that the
Insurgents are laying aside their profes-
sion of Christianity.  This is however
a groundless conjecture, thrown out to
disparage the revolution. Such an
event is next to impossible in the nature
of things. Christianity is so interwoven
with the entire constitution of the party
that they cannot exclude it without ha-
zarding its dissolution. The chief claims
the throne by virtue of a commission from
the Heavenly Fatlior,and publishes to
his people that he has achieved his most
splendid victories by the help of Jesus.
And it is by the inspiration ofthe Holy
Ghost that the Eastern King pretends
to guide his ~ounsels. They cannot
therefore drop these preteasions without
forfeiting the semi-idolatrous veverence,
with which they are regarded by their
followers—they cannotabjure Christian-
ity without invalidating every decree is-
sued since the commencement of the re-
velution, and abrogating their whole
political system. Indeed so zealous have
the Insurgent leaders been in diffusing
a knowledge of the rudiments of Chris-
tianity among their own followers, and
g0 successful in imparting their own zeal,
that there is not now on the face of the
earth any other military body, which is
so fully pervaded with religious enthu-
siasm.

# Here on the borders of the contest-
ed region, we have frequent opportuni-
ties of meetin @ with those who have been
among the rebels.  One of my Mission-
ary colleagues copied a bymn which con-
tains a beautiful snmmary of Christian
doctrine, from the recitation of a Ning-
po man, who had been for a time de-
tained among them ; and I have myself
obtained the same trom two othess, one
a aative of Nankingand the other a re-
fugee from Chin-kiang. The account of
the practices of the insurgents given by
the latter, is so interesting that I shall re-
late a few pariiculars. Iwmediately on
entermg the city, religious tracts were
put irte his hands, after reading and ap-
proving of which he received the rite of
baptism, by knecling (in company with
others) repeating the above mentioned
bymn, with a doxology to the Trinity,
rerouncing his sins, swearing fidelity to
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the cause, and then washing his bosom
with a towel, which they caﬁ ¢ cleansing
heart” The Sabbath, though not strictly
observed, owing to the interruptions in-
cidental to a state of war, was still dis-
tinguished from other days. On the
evening previous, a banner was hoisted
bearing the inscription ¢ The morrow is
the day for worship, beware of disre-
garding it” At daybreak on Sabbath
morning the troops were called together
for prayer,and ata later hour they as-
sembled in places called “Worshipping
halls,’ to hear a discourse from some of-
ficer,on the righteousness of their course,
the certainty of success, the wickedness
of idolatry, and the oppression of the
Tartars ; or in lieu of such service which
was always accompanied by prayer, to
be examined as to their acquaintance
with the religious manuals of the party.
Those most esteemed were, the ten com-
mandments with notes,the ode for Youth,
commencing with a brief but correet
statement of Christian doctrine, and con-
cluding with the duties of social relations;
the Truncirical classic, which after giv-
ing an epitome of the book of Genesis,
and a detailed account of the deliverance
from Lygypt, speaks of the coming of
Jesus Christ to save the world, and then
procecds to describe the Mission of the
‘Celestial king' to deliver China from
the Tartars. Of these the narrator re-
peated from memory considerable por-
tions : together witha hymn and prayers,
which each soldier was expected to re-
cite daily as a devotional exercise.
Those whose hair had grown longin the
service were generally the most devout
and were often seen on their kneesre-
peating their morning prayer, while put-
ting on *heir clothes ; but their later ad-
herents, vho had learned those forms by
constraint, would slip away to their
breakfast without prayer, unless they
were observed by some officer. They
were even required 1o say a separate
grace before meat.  In times of peculi-
ar danger they were accustomed to fall
down, at any time and in any place,and
tmplore the Divine assistance.”

The success of the insurrection, Mr
Martin contends may be useful to the
cause of Christianity, but itssuppression
cannot beotherwise than pernicious.

The bishop of Victoria bias also phb-
licly stated that * if foreign intervention
shall vestore the sinking fortunes of the
Tisperialists, then it may be confidently
predicted that the civilization of ‘this
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vast empira will be hopelessly postpon-
ed; and the conversion to Christianity
of this people, will (to human view) be
indefinately delayed. .. .. .. The
peeans of Manchu triumph will be the
melancholy dirge ofa vast nation, having
her liberties entombed among the dead,
and sinking into the lowest depths of po-
litical annihilation.”

Christianity in the eyes of many of this
cople is already identified with the
nsurgent cause ; and while it prejudi-

ces them against the revolution their an-
imosity would in the event of its failure
-(as they mistake for its cause that which
1sonly a concomitant,) recoil against
foreigners, for causing them to  “suffer
50 many things in vain, if it be yet in
vain.” Missionaries would Le treated
as political incendiaries, and the Bible
be proseribed as a dangerous book. Cer-
tain papal Missionaries might per-
haps exult in sucha result, to what
they regard as proteslantism.  But
that would be the short-sighted folly
of those Jewish partizans, who triumph-
ed in the fall of a rival faction, whiie
their city was besieged by a Roman ar-
my and their own doom sealed by that
very event.

MISSIONS IN TURKEY.

The following account of the progress
of Missionary operations in Turkey was
made by Dr Ifamlin of the Armenian
Mission at a meeting held in New York.

When ke went to Constantinople in
1838, it was difficult to hold any inter-
course with the people. The Armenians
thought if the Gospel were preached,
their ownreligion would come toan ¢nd,
and everywhere anathemas were heard
against any who should listen to the
preaching or show favor to the mission-
aties. His own house was often attack-
ed, and it had sometimes been necessary
to bave a guard to protect it from the

cople. Now all is changed, and an af-
ecling contrast was presented when he
left Iast May, the people expressing the
kindest feelings towards him, and  wish-
ing him asafe journey, and guick return.
He could truly say, he bad entered un-
der showers of stones, and left under
showers of tears. Thisis the effcet of
preaching the Gospel.  He next noticed
the progress in ecducation. Eighteen
years ago all the missionary schools were
closed by anathamas; now there are 17
in Turkey, and he ventured to say that
instruction iwparted in them was

&
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more strictly biblical, than in any 1Y
schools in the United States. Ten years
ago the Arnenian Patriarch anathema-
tized the English language, so that no-
one could study it without coming un-
der an anathema. But recently the
great Armenian Patriarch himself inan-
gurated the study of the English in the
female institutes. The Seminary at Be-
bek has sent forth 17 native preachers,
whose influence alone is worth more thar
all the school has cost the Christian world.
Besides, from the seminary have gone
forth others who have been usefulas work-
men,proof-readers and interpreters. The
latter were of much service in the late
war, 2specially in removing prejudices
to the Lnglish.

Till lately there hasbeen great opposi-
tion agajnst the Protestant Armenians,
but, when he left, all of their number
could find employment, so as to need no
assistance from the mission,

There has been also great advance in
the influence of the Press. Though it
was formerly anathematized, they have
now to learn the name of the town,
where the issues of the mission at Con-
stantinople are not to be found.  Lately
in the Holy Synod, there was a motion
made that the Scriptures be translated
into Turkish Armenian under the direc-
tion of the Patriarch himself. It wasar-
gued that if the people did not get the
Bible from him, they would from the
Ameriran  Missionaries. Though the
motion was lost by a slight majority, the
fact of its being made in such a bo-
dy and argued, speaks much.

In the direct preaching of the Gospel
areat advance has been made. When
he first spoke to then in Armenian, he
could get but five or six hearers.  Now
there were not buildings large enough
to contain those who came.” So it i3
throughout the empire. He narrated
some incidents of his first experience
in Turkey, showing how great were thea
the difliculties and dangers passed
through by those who sought to hear or
to make knowr. the Gospel. Lntering
Nicomedia quetly, for it would not have
been safe 0 have it known thatan Ame-
rican mussionary was there, he stopped
in the Greek quarter. He received a
communication stating that some con-
verts wozll meet him in the garden of
a certain brother at 4 o'clock the next
morning, Sunday, and at 3 A. M. one
would come to guide lum thither. Ris-
ing while the ¢ity was wrapt in sleep,
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they passed beyond the eity, and walked
two miles through a street with a natur-
al hedge on each side of various fruit
' trees, where the nightingales were sweet-
ly singing, and arrived soon at the ap-
pointed spot where scveral were gather-
ed. A careful watch was kept, and
whenever any one was heard approach-
ing they immediately stopped speaking,
till they felt again safe. After four hours,
they; took breakfast, and then spent four
hours more in communion with each
other, and so through the day till the
meeting closed, when it being dark again,
they parted one by one by different paths.
At another time hearing that a dying
peson wished to see him, he was told
that if he would risk being found by the
police and imprisoned, he might make
the visit at midnight, going without a
lantern as required by law. It would
have been dangerous to have it known
that a missionary visited the houvse. Yet
he succeeded in going, and found thedy-
ing man in the triumphs of faith. At
that time it was difficult to get passports
from place to place, and the mait was ex-
amined. The converts at Adabazar
wishing to communicate with their breth-
ren at Nicomedia, found an opportunity
to do so by a Jewish teamster. Arriv-
ing at the house in Nicomedia where they
were assernbled at midnight, his knoe
occasioned some alarm.  But they soon
found him the bearer of a letter from
the brethren at Adabazar, which read:
“ We are fourteen men true and faith-
ful. There is death, but no turning back.”
A noble letter.

There are 31 churches in different
parts of the Turkish emipire.  Of some,
all the memuers have Leen bastinadoed.
These churches have opened the Mussul-
man mind to the gospel. Tight years
ago, we had no access to the Mahomme-
dan mind. This was greatly owing to
their impressions of Christianity derived

* from whatthey saw in the Roman Catho-
tic Church. The Mussulmen bave a ha-
tred to every form of idolatry, and this
they see in the pictures, the mass, and
especially in the doctrine of transubstan-
tiation, which scems to them both wick-
edand ridicnlous. Hencestis notstrange
they looked upon Christianity as absurd
inmorals and doctrine. The Mussulman's
idea of Christianity being connected with
Holatry, getting drunk, cheating, ete.,
they are surprised at the course of the
 Protestants, whose integrity is having an
ltfect on their minds.
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The colporter in Constantinople selle
100 copies of the Scriptures amonth. A
colportenr who wasinterdicted by the go-
vernor of a province went to see bim
with a selection of his books, and being
requested, read to im from the prophet
Moses, the account of the creation, of
Abraham, the testimony against idolatry,
which delighted the governor; also from
the Psalms and the words of the Messiah,
till having read eight bours, his throat
was so dry he could read nolonger. The
governor told himn to continue his work,
and that he would protect him in the
sixty villages under hisrule. It is hoped
salvation has come to that house. He
related an interview with an Armenian
Catholic, who after severai conversations
was led to see his error, and was conver-
ted. For some time he was subject to
{:ersecution in his family, till four of his

rothers were also converted. He went
to Salonica, and has since been laborin;
as a colporteur with one of his brothers.
A Mussulman and his family were there
converted, and he preaches wherever he
goes, often to the boatmen on the rivers,
Thus the gospel is reaching the Mussul-
man mind, and prejudice is gradually
passing away.

In closing, Mr Hamlin alluded to the
influence of the late warin regard tothe
missionary work. The question of reli-
aious liberty has long been considered
By the ambassadors of different powers
at Constantinopte. This war of the Cri-
mea was needed. The Catholics had
sought the protection of Turkish laws
for Mussulmen who should embrace their
religion, and wiow they have united with
the power of England to sccure religious
liberty. How plainly do wesec the hand
of God in this. The Sultan has been
obliged todisavow one of the plainest
precepts of the Koran.

The British® missionaries began the
work by distributing the Scriptures
among the Armenians before the Ame-
rican missionaries went there.  Sir Strat-
ford de Redeliff said to the American
missionaries, 1 can do for you what ¥
canuot for British missionaries, as I wounld
be suspected of political design,and youw
can do what British missionaries cannot,
as they would be suspected of political
motives.”

Hitherto the Mobammedan populati-
on have possessed the greater partof the
country, and a Mussulman could not sell
toa Christian. Now a free tenure of
property is asked for, liberty for one to
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gell where and to whom he will. God's
hand is in this. Yet remember how
feebly the work has been commenced.
“There are thirty-one churches among
thirty-two millions of people. There
maust be more men, more means. Let
parents consccrate their children to the
work, &c. Then we can go forward con-
fident that the time will soon arrive when
God will bring all nations into subjecti-
-on to him.”

THE DEATH II{’EI‘}'AL'I‘Y IN TUR-

The Rev Mr Lansing, American Mis
sionary at Damascus, now on a visit to
this country, delivered an address a few
days since, which we had the opportuni-
ty of hearing, in which he stated that the
firman of the Sultan, granting the frec
exercise of religion in his dominions, was
very incorrectly understood in this coun-
try : that in the Tast it is well known
that it does not grant to the Moslem the
right to renounce his religion and be-
come Christian, but on the contrary it
has respect to the existing sects of Chris-
tians, while the old despotic law to pre-
ent apostacy, with its death-penalty, still
kaugs in terrorem over tbe heads of the
Mahometans.

This view is taken of it by others who
are confident that the wishes of Ameri-
can and English Christians have led
them to anticipate more from this new
firman, than the facts of the case will
Justify. But the Imissionaries at Con-
stantinople bave publicly expressed their
opinion that the new legislation is as
great an advance upon the past, as is
safe and desirable at the present, and we
may hope that the work of reform now
inaugurated will be pressed furward with
ag much expedition as is consistent with
the safety of the cause itself.

It is not probable that the penalty of
death will be inflicted again for the
crime of Moslem apostacy. In whatever
part of the empire the offence is com-
mitted, capital punishment cannot be in-
Bictea for this or any other offence, un-
&l the sentence has been reviewed and
approved by the Sultan’s government at
the capitol. The Sultan has now be-
come so identified with Western politics,
and the integrity of his empire made so
dependent on the sympathies of West-
ern powers, he will be slow to inflict
such another outrage on public senti-

“ment, as he did so lately as in 1833
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when he put a subject to death for con-
fessing Christ to be a greater prophet
thap Mahomet.

The great merit of that firman, of im-
perial indulgence, is the protection it se-
cures to the protestant missionaries and
their disciples in the Turkish Empire.
The mass of Moslem mind is as yet un-
affected by the gospel, but there is a
mighty work now going on around this
inert and sunken people, which will
eventually act upon them for their ele-
vation and conversion, if their existence
as a nation is preserved. We must not
anticipate Providence. God is working
wonderfully in the East, but thus far
the way into the Moselm heart bas not
been found. It will be. and the gate
will be opened.—New York Obse: ver.

DEPARTURE OF THE MISSION-
ARY SHIP ¢‘JOHN WILLIAMS.
The ¢ John Williams’ has again left

London for the islands of the Pacific.

This is her fourth voyage thither; and,

as on former occasions, she is expected

to be absent from this country four years.

The young people counccted with ‘the

Congregational churches have done no-

bly in again subseribing and collecting

more than enough money required for
her repairsand outfit. An interesting
farewell meeting for prayer and exhor-
tation was held 1n the boardroom of the

Mission House. Among those present

were the Rev John Barfi, who for some

vears has laboured in the Tahidan group,
and, after recruiting his health, aud that
of his wife, bas again gone out; and the

Rev Wilberforce Philip, (third son of

the well-known African inissionary,)

who is just entering upon ministerial
work, and who is to laborin Africa. The
missionary ship, after calling at the Cape
of Good Hope, will sail to Melbourae.
will thence proceed to Iobart Lown.
and next to Sydney, and, on leaving

Australia, will go to the Tahitian isles.

Having visited the different islands of

this group, the ship will proceed to Man-

gaia, Rarotonga, and Aitutaki, which
are between 600 and 700 miles from

Tahiti. The Rev W. Wyatt Gill wili

there emhark and proceed from Mangaia

to Itarotonga, to veinforce that station:
and the six jslands of the Hervey group
will continue to have the labors of fMr

Buzacott, who has already given thirty

yeary’ service; Mr George Gill, tnelve

years service; and Mr Wyatt Gill, who
bas begn there five vears. The landing
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of Isaiah on Rarotonga. from his visit to
Lugland, will be an accasion of no small
interest to the people of the island. The
ship also takes out 5,000 copies of the Bi-
ble, and a large supply of other books,
in the native language, which have been
printed in this country. Sailing from
the Hervey Islands, the ship will procecd
to the Samoa group, which lic about 900
miles westward of arotonga ; and amidst
their joy, disappointment will arise in
the hearts of the brethren there,as they
go on board, expecting to receive young
missionaries from England, but finding
none. From this group in Central Poly-
nesia, 2 noble company of Rarotonga
and Samoan teachers will embark on
board the ship for the Islands of West-
ern Polynesia. These will be accom-
panied by one young missionary, (Mr
Gordon,) to enter on the inviting field
of Tanna, Lifu, or Erromanga. About
this time next year the ship will have
reached our extreme stations on these
Western Islands,and then it will return
throuzh all the groups eastward, visiting
every island occupied by missionaries or
vative teachers and thence back again
through the groups, doing entirely missi-
onary work, on its way to Sydney. Thas,
during the ship’s four years absence from
England it makesabout two visits a-year
to each island, and an annual voyage to
Sydney for supplies, which, besides the
outward and homeward voyages, gives
a working distance of many thovsands of
miles every year.

THE BURMESE AND THE KA-
RENS.

A missionary who has just returned
from Ava, brings some pleasing intelli-
gence from Pegu. He considers the po-
pulation mpidTy reviving, The great
emigration which occurred during the
war has ceased, and the stream has set
in for the south. Night after vight Bur-
mese famnilies make their way over the
frontier, and announce to the authoritics
their determination to settle. The Ka-
rens, always devoted to the British, are
vressing in from all quarters. They are
csceedingly well treated, and express
their determination, not in units or tens,
but in thousands, to become christians.
Meanwhile, they are cultivating the jun-
gle, taking contracts, setting up shops,
starting fleets of trading boats, and ge-
nerally enriching themselves and us. It
istheir industry which has so greatly im
proved the revenwe. The delight of the
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Karens at finding themsclves equal to
the Burmese, and their evidence in
courts of law, is snid to be most affecting.

CONVERSION OF ROMANISTS
IN BELGIUM.
Montauban (Tarn and Garanne.
July 26, 1856.

This country is distinguished for the
cfforts of Christians to promote the
kingdom of Christ, and successfully.
True, many Belgians are plunged
gross superstitions and listen to the
priests as to angels from heaven. Buy
others, and in great numbers, disgusted
with the puerile practices of Popery, or
revolted by the insatiable cupidity of
the clergy, are eager to hear the Word of
God ; and when they have received it
into their hearts, they join openly the
Reformed communion.

The proof’of this progress was furnish-
ed abundantly at the last annual Meet~
ing of the Society for the Evangelizati-
on of Romanists in Belgium. I will
quote, abridging some of the facts men-
tioned by the speakers.

M. Van Macsdyek, ex-Popish priest,
converted to the faith of the Gospel for
seventcen years, and pastor among the
Flemish population of Brussels, has a
flourishing congregation. * This flock,”
be said, “reckons now 1,300 members,
most of whom were born in the errors
of Romarism. At Vilvorde, ncar Brus-
sels, a small congregation of Papists
'meet every Sunday, and an evangelist
visits from house to house, during the
week, those who dare vot attend public
service. Sc at Bruges—the stronghold
of the Romish Church in Belgium—the
work of the Lord begins to prosper.

A colporteur, ex-Papist, has there dis-
tributed, this year, more than 150 copies
of the Seriptures, and 800 to 1,000 reli-
gious tracts. Further, he gathersevery
Sunday twenty to thirty hearers, cager
to hear the truth.  One of them has died
in the faith, saying to the priest who ¢x-
horted him to confess, * Ihave found the
only true Mediator, Jesus Christ, and ¥
die in peace.”

The Baron de Botzelaer next read the
report on the Flemish school opened at
Brussels two years ago. Tt has eighty
pupils, of whom twesnty belong to Ro-
manist families.

M. Prader, pastor at Liege, gave some
account of the state of religion in that

t city. Liege contains about 80,000
inhabitants, of whom. three-fourths. are .
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infidels. The influence of the Popish
clergy diminishes sensibly. Some Protes-
tant chapels have been opened in the
neighbourhood of Liege. The village of
Cheenee sent a delegation to the pastor,
Mr Prader, inviting him to preach to
them the Gospel, all the peasantry being
indignant against the priest, who spoke
only of the (i/'ixgin Mary, asif all chris-
tianity consisted in this idolatrous wor-
ship.

At Antwerp, a colporteur sold, in a
short time, 1,779 copies of the Bible. At
Bouxerie, a commune on the frontiers,
is a flock of 240 persons who all without
exception, have quitted Popery for the
Protestant faith. Similar success has
been obtained at Charleroy, at Jumet,
and at other places, in spite of the per-
fidious efforts of priests, who stirred up
the fanatical populace against the new
converts.

NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS—
CHOCTAWS AND CHEROKEES.

The number of Aboriginal Indians
still occupying the wastes of North and
South America is computed as high as
19,000,000, of whom it is estimated that
there are 4,500,000 in North America,
including Mexico and its dependencies.
The Protestant missions among the
tribes within the territory of the United
States have afforded much encourage-
ment. From recent communications
as to the Presbyterian missions among
the two above named tribes, we learn
that no part of the country seems to
have been more blessed with the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit, than the
Choctaw country, where the missiona-

ries are ovganized into a presbytery, in-
cluding 12 members, 3 licentiates, and
15 churches. During thie past year,
there were received on examination 146
members, besides 24 on certificate. The
total number of communicants is 1494,
ot whom 118 are coloured people; and
the Sabbath scholars number 1134. A
new field seems opening to the Ameri-
can Tract Society among these tribes
for colportage. The nation of the Che-
rokees has had the benefits of missions
for 80 years. They have schools, and
2 higher seminaries, annually sending
out a larger number of qualified teach-
ers than their schools require. The
great mass of the nation can read, and
a large proportion of the adults are
members of the different churches, yet
there arc very few books in their fami-
lies. The children have a taste for
reading, but have no books, excepting
the Bible and school books. Their edu-
cation has been altogether religious, and
it is mainly religious books which they
want. Native Cherokecs, well qualified
for the work, are ready and anxious to
engage in the work of distributing such
publications; and not only missionaries
of all denominations, but the chief of the
tribe, with all their educated acd lead-
ing men, welcome the proposal of send-
ing colporteurs among them, as supply-
ing a deficiency painfully felt byall.” A
general agent of the Tract Society re-

.cently visited them, and collected on one

Sabbath at the capital, where he preach-
ed three times, about 200 dollars; the
principal chief, with whom he stayed,
gave 50 dollars. Two well qualified
men are ready to engage as colporteurs,
both of them sons of missionaries, born
in the nation, and well acquainted with
the language.

News of the Chirch.

CrosinG oF THE HarL.—The The-
ological Hall closed on Tuesday the 14th
alt. Seven students were in attend-
ance, who delivered a variety of exer-
cises. Among these were essays for the
Biblical Literature Class, Homilies, Lec-
turesand Critical Exercises. They were
also examined in Hebrew and Chaldee,
in which they exhibited a proficiency
highly creditable to Professor Smith.—
Two of ‘them’ also read portions of the

Syriac New Testament. This last has
Leen introduced into our Hall thisseason
for the first time, and the progress made
by those who had devoted their attention
to the subject was highly gratifying.—
Altogether, though the number in_ at-
“tendance was smaller than on some for-
mer occasions, the examination was
;zlxné)ng the most satisfactory we have yet
ad.
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On Thursday, the 2nd Oct., the new
Presbyterian Church at New Langholm,
Cascumpec, . E. I, took fire about 12
-o'clock, the carpenters and other work-
men being on the spot at the time, but
so rapid was the couflagration, that not
even the Bible which was placed in the
pulpit for Divine Service on the follow-
mg Sunday, could be saved. As there
was no insurance effected, and having
cost £400 to £500, it is a severe loss to
the settlement, besides the disappoint-
ment. Mr Henderson, the contractor,
is a severc loser, having lost all his tools
in the bailding.

Wesincercly sympathize with the con-
gregation of Cascumpee and their young

astor in this trial. ~ We are happy to
earn that though to some degree * cast
down,” they are not disheartened by it,
and are taking active measures for the
erection of another place of worship.—
‘We trust that the other portions of the
Church will assist them in the work, and
thus illustrate the words of inspiration,
“ Whether one member suffer, all the
members suffer with it.”

One word asto the cause of this event.
It is supposed that it originated from
some persons smoking.  Surely not with-
out cause did our Synod warn its minis-
ters and members against such a prac-
tice.

ANNUAL MEETING OF Tug STU-
98NTs’ MisstoNary Sociery, WEST
River, Picrou.—The Annual Meeting
of this Society was held on the 11thinst.,
when the usual business cf the Society
was transacted. Very little, however,
has been done during the past year in
furtherance of the objects of the Society,
and its efliciency appears to have been
gradually declining for several years.—
This circumstance was considered to be
chiefly the result of the want of more
systematic arrangements in carrying out
the objects of the Society, and of insufli-
cient information throughout the Church
respecting its operations and design.—
The members of the Society were, there-
fore, impressed with the necessity of
adopting a more comprehensive and effi-
cient scheme than “horetofore, which
might be productive of more desirable
results.  Taking also into serious consi-
deration that, as the missionary opera-
tions of the Church are becoming great-
t Iy extended, both at home and abroad,
l wditional funds will be required in or-
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der to enable the Church effectually to
carry out her s-hemes, they felt that
their duty to the grcat Head of the
Church required them to put forth vi-
gorous efforts for the purpose of aug-
menting the funds referred to, and also
of lending their humble services in awa-
kening among the people a greater in-
terest in missionary enterprises. In
adopting such a course they are only fol-
lowing the example of the students of
the parent Church in Scotland, almost
all of whom hold missionary meetings
with good effects both to themselyes and
to the people, by exciting an interest in
missionary schemes and collecting funds.
Some possibly may be disposed to think
that the people in connection with the
Presbyterian Church in this Province
are already contributing liberally for
missionary purposes, and that there is
danger of enthusiasm on the subject;
but no apprehension need be felt in this
respect, while many of the human fami-
Iy are regardless of their eternal inter-
ests, and great numbers of them are en-
tively ignorant of the truth as it is in
Jesus.

From such considerations the mem-
bers of the Soeiety unanimously resolv-
cd to adopt the following plan for the
ensuing year; viz., that cach individual
visit the respective congregations an-
nexed to his name for the purpose of de-
livering addresses on missionary sub-
Jjeets, and receiving contributions in aid
of the missionary schemes of the Church ;
also with the view of awakening a great-
er interest in those important objects, al~
ways, however, co-operating with the

astors of the several congregations.—

v Daniel Fraser,—the congregations
of Mabou, Antigonishe, and Moerigo-
mish ;—Mr Isaac Patterson,—those of
Pictou, Tatamagouche, River Johs, New
Annan, and Primitive Church, New
Glasgow ;—Mr Samuel F. Johnston,—
those of Parsboro, Economy, Lower Lon-
donderry, and Upper Londonderry ;—
My Thomas Sedgewick,—those of Mus-
quodoboit, Shubenacadie, Nine Mile Ri-
ver, and James’ Church, New Glasgow ;.
—Mr James Murray,—those of Halifax,
Truro, Onslow, Stewiacke, and Green
Hill ;—M-r John D. McGilvray,—those
of West River, and East and West
Branches, East River. The other con-
aregations to be visited, if practicable.
Br Pobert Laird,~those of Prince Ed-
ward Island, as far as practicable.

‘Ropert Latrp, Secrctary.
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Notices,Acknowledgments,&c

J. & J. Yorston acknowledge receipt of
the following for the Foreign Mission, viz:

A Table Cloth and Towels from John
Gammell, senr. ; 4 pair Stockings from
Mrs Benjamin Tupper, Upper Stewiacke;;
and a few yards home-made Flannel from
Mrs Flemming, Stewiacke—per the Rev
James Smith.

A box of Cloth, &c., value £22 14s. 6d,
from the Bedeque congregation—per the
Rev Robert S. Patrerson.

Onc dress home-made Cloth, 15s. from
John Collie; Cash 23 6d from Mrs Collic ;
Cash 2s 6d from a fiiend.

Pieton, Oct 20th, 1856.

Monies received by the Treasurer from
20th September to 20th October 1856.

Missionary Schr * John Knozx.”

Sept.22. Children of Sub. School,
Fisher’s Grant £017 6
Children of Sab. School,
Prince Town, P.E. 1. 19 0
Mrs Dav. Stewart,Char-
lottetown. P E I 8 4
17. Collected by Miss H.Me-
Coul & Biss C. Gra-
ham, Durham, W.Riv-
er, Pictou 313 4
18. Sab. School Children,
Up. District, N. Annpan 5 0
Home Mission.
6. Coilection Prince Street
Church, Pictou
Foreign Mission.
16. Students’ Miss. Soctety,
PEL, per R.Laud,lisq. 1 14 43
18. Mr Benjamin Tupper,
Ubnper Stewiacke 1

7 2 6

Rev J. L. Murdoch acknowledges receipt
of £5 7s 6d from the Presbyterian congre-
gation of Annajpolis for Donestic Missions.

Rev S. Johason, Harvey, N.B., acknow-
ledgesthe receipt of the following sums for
the missionary schooner “Johu Knox” -—
From the children of his Sabbath Schon),
£6 11s; one gold sovercign, the donation
of a lady connccted with his congregation.

Mr Armstroug, of Kcmpt, acknowledges
receipt of the following sums for the new
Presbyterian Church recently erected there:

Truro £2 0 0
Picton 2 00
Mrs Capt Cameron 5 0
Robert Grant, preacher 1 00

55 0
Nine Mile River congregation 3 0 ©
Rer J. Cameron 100

4 0 O

Nov.

Boards, Standing Commit-
tees, &c.,

Board of Home Missions.—Rov Profeszor
Ross, Rev Messrs Patterson, Watson and
Walker, together with the YPreshytery El-
ders of Green Hill, West River, and Prim-
itive Church. Rov George Patterson, Se-
eretary

Bourd of Foreiyn Missions.—Rev Mersys
Baxter, Kier, Roy, Walker, Bayne, Wat-
soin, and Waddell, and Messrs Ebenezer
McLeod and Daniel Cameron, of West
River; A. Fraser, of New Glasgow, and
John Yorston, of Pictou. Secretary, Rov
J. Bagne.

Lducationa! Board~—Chairman, Rev J.
Bayne. Treasurer, Abram Patterson, Esq.
Secretary, Rev James Ross.

Seminury Board —The Professors, ex
officio. Rev Messrs McCulloch, Baxter,
E. Ross, Wyllie, Cameron and McKay,
and sMésrs Robert Smith, David McCor-
dy and Isauc Fleming. Mr McCulloch,
Convener.

Comumittee of Bills and Overtures—Rev
Messrs Bayne, Roy, and McGilvray, and
Mr Jas. McGregor. MrBayne, Convener.

Committee of Correspondence with Evan-
gelical Churches—TRev Messrs E. Ross,
Baxter and Wyllie. Mr Ross, Convener.

Foreign Missionary Wanted.

The Board of Forcign Missions having
been directed by the Synod to endeavorto
scenre the services of a Missionary to
labor in the South Seas, are now prepared
to receive applications for that service,
from Ministers and Licentates of the
Church in Nova Scotia, or the United
Presbyterian Church in Scotland, or its
branches in the Colonies. Applications
to be directed to the Rev James Bayne,
Sccretary of the Board, Pietoun.

EFerms of the Instructor and:
Register.

InstrocToR and REGISTER, single co-
pies, ds each. Any person ordering six
cupies, and becoming responsible for six
copies, will receive one free.  For Register, .
single copies, 18 6d each, six copics o ore-
address at 1s 8d cach.  Oncadditional sent
for every twelve copies ordered. Where
partics wish them addressed singly, 1s 6d
will be charged.

Communications to be addressed 10 th
Rev George Patterson, Alma Way Officé
West River, and must be forwarded befor
the 10th of the month precediny publica:
tion. Smull notices may be sent to himsel
the Rev P. G. McGregor, BHalifax, up:ti
the 22n0d. 3

Orders and remittances to be forwarde
to Mr Charles Robson. Remittances.ma;
also be sent to the Synod T'reasuver.




