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A RETROSPECTIVE GLANCE AT THE
SABBATH-SCHOOL CENTENARY
CELEBRATION.

EAVING Quepec at midnight, on the
19th of June, the good ship “Polyne

sian " reached Liverpool on the morning of
the 30th. The voyage, though not & stormy
one, resembled that of 8¢, Paul’s to Rome, in
that “neither sun nor stars appeared in
many days ;" but, so closely did the * dead-
reckoning™ tally with the actual distance
run, just when the first stoppage was made
for soundings, the well known lizght on Tory
Island shone through the gloom and showed
that we had made a good landfall on the
Irish coast. It was the first of July before
the representative of the Presbyterian Sab-
bath-school Association of Montreal could
taport himself at No. 56 Old Bailey, London—
the head-qusrters of the Sunday-school
Union. By this time the proceedings of the
International Convention in connection with
the celebration of the Centenary of Sunday-
gchools were far cdvanced, and he had to
console himself with the reflection that
¢ better is the end of a feast than the begin-
ning of a fast.” The grand reception, the
inaugural meeting at the Guildhall, and the
fete at the Crystal Palace were all over. The
business meetings were in full blast. Con:
sequently it took one some time to get fully
en rapport with the occasion. It soon ap-

peared, however, that instead of one joimt
celebration, two set: of meetings were being
held simultaneously in the great Metropolis—
the one practically under the direcflon of
the Non-conformists, or Congregationalists;
the other under the auspices of the Church
of England. The reasons for this were not
s0 obvious, as the ordinary meetings of either
were not 50 large as to prevent their being
held in good old apostolic fashion.—* with
one accord, in one place.”

The Memorial Hall, Farringdon street, in
which the former met, is & handgome build-
ing, erected in 1875, on the site of the old
Tleet Prison, in commemoration of the sa-
crifices made in the year 1662, when some
two thousand ministers relinquished their
livings rather than submit to the iniquitous
“ Tniformity Act.” The number of delegates
at the Memorial Hall meetings was abont
two hundred and fifty. About one-half of
them came from the TUnited States and Ca-
nada. The Americans had some of their
best Sunday school men and women thevre,
who drew from their treasures things new
and old which were presented in a manner
interesting and instructive, though perhaps
some of the ¢illustrations™ made use of
would sound strange, if not incengruous, to
English ears. There might be just a trifle
too much of the autobiographical in some of
the speeches, and occasionally an overdose
of statistics, but on the whole, the speaking
was excellent, and the business wasconduct
ed in g very orderly manner. If a gpesker
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wandered from his subject he incurred the
risk of being raffed down. If he spoke too
long, he was admonished by a tap of the bell.
On one occasion Dr. Hall playfully apolo-
gized for o somewhat dry speech by assuring
us that the dear brother who had just sat
down was a much better worker than speak-
er. His own address, on “The Word of
God the appointed Instrument of Religious
Education,” was one of the best that was de-
livered. Dr. Wm. M. Taylor, Dr. Vincent,
Dr. Lowry, and the Rev. A. F. Schauffler, of
New-York, all spoke eflectively. So did Rev.
F. W. Crafts, of Chicago, aud Jobn Wanama-
ker, of Philadelphia. The paper read by
Miss Merrill, of New-York, on “ The Educa-
tion of teachers for their wark.” was distin-
guished alike for ability and graceful deli-
very. Miss II. N, Morris, also of New-York,
fairly brought the house down by her graphic
illustrations of ¢ Methads of teaching,” and
the sang froid manner in which she elicited
answers to her questions from the learned
‘divines who sat meekly at her feet for half
an hour. Prominent among the English
speakers were Mr. Sindall and Mr. Groser, of
the S. S. Union, Mr. Kelly of the Wesleyan
S. S. Union, Mr. B. T. Gough, of Bristol, one
of the most successful Bible-class teachers
in England, with other earnest and able ad-
vocates of the Sunday-school, thoroughly
aliva to the importance of extending its in-
fluence and increasing its efficiency. A most
intaresting class of speakers were those who
told in broken accents, but with deep emo
tion and pathos, the difficulties and the
triumphs of the Sunday-school in France,
Germany, Austria, Italy, Switzerland, Hol-
land, Denmark, Sweden, Belgium, and other
parts of the Continent of Europe. Canada
was well represented. Vice-Chancellor Blake
of Toronto, was a host in himself. Rev. 3Mr.
Millard, the secretary of the Sabbath school
Association of Canade, presented an admi-
rable summary of * The past history and pre-
sent prospects of Sunday-schools throughout
the Dominion.” Mr, McKillican, of Mon-
treal, described the work carrvied on by the
8. S. Union, of which he is the agent in the
Province of Quebec. Dr. Burns, of Halifax,
was ubiquitous and eloquent, in the pulpit
and on the platform, not in London alone,
but in many of the provincial towns, where
large meetings were held in connection with
the Ceatenary. The Hon. Alexander Vidal,
of Sarnia—a veteran in Sabbath school work
—added his guota of information. Besides
these there were present, Rev. Wm. Arm-
strong, of Ottawa, Rev. J. B. Mullan, of Fer-
gus, Rev. D. W, Morison, of Ormstown,
Messrs. A. G. Northrup, of Belleville, and
brother A. B. Robinson, of the “Canada
Pyesbyterian.” It struck me as somewhat
strange that the Scottish Sabbath-schools

weras not represented in this International
Celebration, nor, so far as I learned, was any
special notice of it taken in Scotland.

A numerously attended meeting was held
one evening in Exeter Hall, at which Vice-
Chancellor Blake presided. The chief speak-
ers wore the Americans aforesaid, Dr. Hall
qnd Dr. Taylor, Pastor Paul Cook, of Paris,
Dr. Prochnow, from Germany, and the Rev,
W. G. Lewis—a good specimen of the En-
glish clergyman, who acknowledged in the
happiest terms the pleasure and profit that
had attended the meetings, their indebted-
ness to ¢ the foreigners” who had devoted
so much time and labour to this visit, and
who charged “the colonists ¥ to tell that
“the old heart at home still beats true to
the exiled sons and brothers, and desires no-
thing better then that they may outdo us by
their Sunday-school instrumentalities, and
may surpass us, if it be possible, in devoted-
ness and fidelity to the service of Christ.”
1t was announced in the course of the even-
ing that, by the liberality of five English
gentlemen, Ixeter Hall had been purchased
at a cost of £25,000 for the use of the Young
Men’s Christian Association of London, and
that £10,000 in addition would be expended
in fitting it up in a suitable manner. It is
sometimes said that only Englishmen know
how to cheer. Certainly the applause which
greeted the speakers on this occasion wasre-
markable. I never heard anything like it.

The united communion service in Mr
Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, on the Friday even-
ing, was attended by upwards of 3000 persous.
Previous to administering the elements, Mr.,
Spurgeon delivered an impressive address;
about fifty delegates assisted in the distribu-
tion of the bread and wine; before closing,
at Mr. Spurgeon’s suggestion, the whole of
the vast congregation joined hands, in an un-
broken chain extending from the floor to the
platform, and from the platform to the gal-
leries above, while Cowper's hymn—

““Ero since by faith I saw the stream
His flowing wounds supplied.’

was sung with deep emotion. Before and
afier the service a large number of the dele-
gates were introduced to the great preacher,
and he had a few kind words for each. At
the name of Caneds his face, it seemed to
me, lighted up with a pleasant smile. Had
he ever been there ? “No." We should be
glad to see him., ¢“He would like to go,”
but, he said, he was now an old man and
worn out. 'Well, he looked like a man who
had seen long service, but in whom theve is a
great deal of work yet. There is & glow of
geniality and an expression of genuineness
in his countenance. He is no make-believe
—3a homely, pleasant, frank Englishman,
with a good eye in his head, o clear ringing
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voice and an easy address. You feel no con-
straint in Mr. Spurgeon’s company. Among
the delegates on the platform was an ol
Methodist preacher from the backwoods of
America. During the whole service he was
intensely exercised. It was a new experience
to him. e never had seen such a meeting
as this—so like “a little heaven below!”
‘When it came to the joining of voices and
hands at the singing of the last hymn, he
burst out into tears and sobbed like a child.
Another, a Scoto-American of forty years
standing, told me he was the only Baptist
delegate from the United States. Ie rela-
ted how he had gone to the great gathering
at the Crystal Palace. How s kind gentle-
tleman had introduced him to another kind
gontleman, and how the two kind gentlemen
had decoyed him to an unfrequented part of
the grounds and then and there relieved
him of all his cash. This was the only vic-
tim of ¢ the light-fingered gentry' I heard
of in connection with the Celebration.
t+ Into the last days proceedings there were
crowded three very interesting demonstra-
tions.—The unveiling of a statue of Ronerr
RAIRES, in the gardens of the Thames Em-
bankizent, & Sunday-school concert in the
Royal Albert Hall, Hyde Park, and a great
gathering of Sunday-school children in the
grounds of Lambeth Palace—the official re-
sidence of the Archbishop of Cunterbury.
With some difficulty I obtained tickets of
admission to the first and last named. The
Embankment is one of the recent improve-
raents of London, consisting of an esplanade
some miles in length reclaimed from the ri-
ver ot enormous expense, and is one of the
finest features of the city. The Board of
‘Works did honour to the Sunday-school, and
to themselves, in giving the site for and ac-
cepting the custodianship of this handsome
bronze statue, which represents old Robert
Raikes in the graceful and picturesque cos-
tume of his time, with an open Bible in his
left hand. The ceremony of unveiling was
erformed by the venerable Earl of Shafts-
ury, who still retains a wonderful wmount
of activily and enthusiasm. He scems to
have 2 hand in every good work that is
going on. Poiuting to the Cleoratra Needle,
immediately opposite, he made a happy al-
lusion to the juxtaposition of these two em-
blems, of heathen and Christian civilization,
contrasting the failure of the former to ele-
vate or educate the ms.sses, with the Sunday-
school system-—moaking provision for the
instruction of millions upon millions in all
lands, in the truths of Christianity.

The ILambeth Palace gathering will not
soon be forgotten by any who witnessed it—
certainly “not by any of the twenty-five
thousand children assembled from gll parts
of the city, and whe for two hours, during a

deluge of rain, kept the positions assigned
to them with as much order as if thoy had
been 8o many regiments of the line. Bless
the children! The Prince and Princess of
Wales had promised to corme, and they didn’t
mind the rain a bit. Their patience was re-
warded, for, sure enough, at the appointed
time, they did come, with & brilliant retinue.
There was the Archt:shop of Canterbury,
the Lord Mayor and the Bishop of London,
the Duke of Cambridge, the Princess Mary
cf Teck, Dean Stanley, the Japanese Ambas-
sador, and many other persons of n.te. The
rain ceased, the clouds disappeared, and
the sun shone auspicuously on the vast a.-
semblage. Fifty thousand, old and young,
united in singing the * Old Hundredth,” the
tTe Deum,” and “God save the Queen.”
Presentations of Bibles wers made to the
superintendents of the schools by the Arch-
bishop, and by the Sunday-school scholars to
the five children of the Prince and Princess.
Then followed the “March Past” of all the
schools in divisions, preceded by juvenile
bands of music and with banners flying,
Thereafter the Palace doors were thrown
open, when a large number took the oppor-
tunity of walking through its historic halls
and partook of refreshments at the hospita-
ble board provided for them,

London is increasing rapidly. Mora than
ten thousand houses are added io it every
year, while the population grows at the
rate of nearly fifty thousand annually, It
has fifieen hundred miles of streets and co-
vers an area of 122 square miles. The popue
lation numbers four and & half millions. Al-
though its main features remain unchanged,
it has of late years undergone many im-
provenments. The old Temple Bar is gone,
but Westminster Abbey and St. Paul's Cathe-
dral are still the pride of the metropolis, and
the admiration of all who visit them; du-
ring the Sabbath services both are usually
filled to their utmost capacity.

Before concluding this desultory sketch, I
must mention the kindness of Mr. Henry
Frowde, the representative of the Oxford
University Press, from whom, in common
with the other delegates, I received a heau-
tiful copy of the ¥ Oxford Bible for Teachers,”
which, on careful examination, I find to be
the most complete and valuable I ever met
with. This edition, printed expressly for
the Centenary Celebration, is sold for half a
guines, and may be easily obtained through
any bookseller. From Elliott Stock, 62 Pa-
ternoster Row, I got a few copies of “The
Pictorial New Testament,” beautifully print-
ed, containing three maps, twenty-four il-
lustrations, with copious notes and historical
introductions to each book-—all for one
penny. The most remarkable part of the



256

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

transaction is that the book is actually pro.
duced at the cost of a penny. It pays!

Thestatistics furnished by the Internation-
al Sundayschaol Convention of the United

. States and Canada make the number of 3.
schools in America 87, 661: Teachers, 928,
040 : Sckolars, 6,963,294, In Great Britain
the estimated number of teachers is 550,000,
and of scholars 5,000,000, making a total of
over 12,000,000 teachers and scholars. If to
these are added the continental schools, and
the mission schools in foreign lands, and the
countless thousands of those who have gone
before to the better land, how great is the
number of children who have been gathered
into the fold of the Good Shepherd, and how
vast the influence that had its beginning in
a small room, in & back lane, in the town of
Gloucester, one hundred years ago ! .
¢ A hundred years | Oh who shall try to say
‘What victories have been gained, what good been done,
Bow many led to seck the narrow way,

How many harpe, how many orawns been won ?

‘What brands plucked from the burning there have boen,

Vibat sorrows been ralicved what comfort found,

Since in the Sunday-school, they heard the Gospel
sound ?

1 have only o add that the Committee of
the SuNpar-scroor. Untox have decided to
issue a Memorial volume of the Cantenary,
into which will be gathered all that has help-
ed to contribute to the success of this me-
morable Convention, and that any one who
wishes to obtain & copy of it will besupplied
on application to the office of the Union, 56
Old Bailey, London. o
° .

FRENCH CANADIANS avp tHE GOSPEL.

Tue following communication from s prom-
inent minister of our Church, whose name
is withheld from prudential reasons, is worthy
of thoughtful perusal, and should stimulate
us all to renewed efforts for the propagation
of the Gospel throughout the length and
breadth of the land, especially among those of
our countrymen herein referred to.

In my wanderings during the summer
amongst the French Canadian population of
the Province of Quebec, I lighted upon a dis-
trict, which has not yet been visited by Prot-
estant Missionaries or Colpurteurs, where I
made the acquaintance of several French
families. Many of these people I found to
be, ecclesiastically, of the Gallican type.
Some of them trace their descent from French
families of repute, not as their names would
indicate without foundation. One of these
families, & large one, boasts residence on

their present estate of a century ead a half,

I was struck with the general character and
tone of its several members, and especially
with the fact that the venerable patriarch of
the fumily conducts daily family worship in

his househcld ; reads prayers, that is from a
French Catholic prayer-book. Some of his

sons have gone from home for a time in pur-
suit of business, travelling far and neer, pick-
ing up knowledgeas they went. One especi-
ally has been an extensive traveller. Tomy
utter surprise and delight, I ascertained this
son had found “the truth,” and that the
truth had made him free. He now reads his
Bible ; with the New Testament he is familiar,

and he wields Protestant arguments with skili
and power. Better than all, he is a man of faith
and prayer, I found too, that wherever he

goes amongst relatives and neighbours he
manfully contends for the Gospel as opposed
to the errors of his mother Church. His
efforts as o voluntary evangelist have been s
far crowned with success that one of his near
relations has also become, like himself, a con-
vert to the truth as it is in Jesus. It is
worthy of note that this Christian worker is
still esteemed and trusted in the wide family
circle, as o brother and friend, though some
years have passed since he abandoned the
errors of his Church, and assumed the Prot-
estant faith. These facts deserve to be re-
corded in confirmation of the opinion largely
held, and scarcely less largely questioned, that
the French Canadian mind, in many quarters
at least, is in a state of readiness to be ap-
proached by the Gospel, and that large re-
sults might be expected to follow adequate
efforts to make it known to the people. Our
efforts have so far been inadequate ; certainly
they have been unworthy of that promise of
advancement which our past successes have
betokened. God, in his providence, has
thrown upon our church in large measure,
the responsibilty of caring for the souls of
more than a million of our fellow subjects,
who are practically destitute of saving truth ;
the trust is enormous ; will the Presbyterian
Churchin Canada prove herself worthy %f it?”

.

WALDENSIAN PASTORS' FUND.

——

To the Editor of the PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

Sir,—You are aware that the Canads
General Assembly of 1879 recommended to
the favourable consideration of their people
the scheme for augmenting ‘the incomes of
the Waldensian pastors, originated by the
Rev, Dr. Robertson, of Greyfriars, Edinburgh,
and adopted by the Continental Committee
of the General Presbyterian Cow.cil.

.
.
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The Edinburgh Committee, knowing that’
I was to spend the month of August in Can:
ada, asked mo to do what I could to awaken
interest in the movement. I svon found
that August was the worst month in the year
for any systematic movement, but I offered
to preach and hold meetings for the Fund
wherever I might be, trusting that though
little money might then be got for it, an in-
terest would be awakened, which the Minis-
ters and other friends would follow up at
some convenient time.

In this way I have already preached and
held meetings in Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa
and Toronto, and I hope to do something
nazt week ab Galt, Guelph, and Hamilton.
At the meetings there has always been a
very lively interest, and collections have
been made, of which Dr. Reid is to take
oharge, and which will be acknowledged in
due time in your columns. It is, to me, a
very interesting fact that I have never
known a case in which the wonderful story
of the Waldenses was simply told, and their
present wants made known, without mauy
hearts being profoundly stirred.

It may be stated in a few words that this
movement is quite separate from the Wal-
densian Mission Fund, which the Waldenses
themselves advocate in many lands. It is
known that the pastors and professors in the
old valleys are very poorly paid, their sala-
ries being only £60 a year. It is proposed to
try to raise them to £100, the people of the
valleys (who are usually vory poor) subscrib-
ing half the addition, and the Presbyterian
churches generally furnishing the other half.
To do this latter part, once for all, we wish
to raise about $560,000. We think we can
make out the half of this in Scotland, where
we have already raised about $20,600,and we
hope that the balance will come from Eng
land, Ireland, India, the Colonies and the
United States.

The Rev. W. Gillieg, 13 South St. Andrew
street, Edinburgh, Secretary of the Commit-
tee, will be glad to send free a copy of Wy-
lie’s History of the Waldenses, to any minis-
ter in Canada who will undertake io do
something for the fund, whether by collec-
tion in his church, Sabbath school, prayer
meeting, or otherwise. I am sure it would
do the young people in our congregations
great good to hear the wonderful story of the
Waldenses, while older people might be
stirred likewise, and good would come to all.

It has been such a pleasure to me to do
the little ! have done in this cause, that I
wish I could do a hundred times as much. I
am sure that nothing is needed but a little
labour, with God's blessing, to bring the
ancvement to a triumphant issue.

If only some hearty minister or layman,
who knows the valleys or is interested in

them, would take up the cause in Canada,
just to secure that it gets o fair chance, there
could be no doubt of the igsue. It is surely
not too much to hope that Canada might do
& twentieth or twenty-fifth part of the whole.
Allow mo to add how much I have been
gratified to witness the progress of your
Chureh, so far as magnificent church build-
ings can prove it, and the happy working of
your union. May God give a1l the ministers
and congregations a great increase of power
from on high.

Yours very truly,
W. G. BLAIKIB.

New College, Edinburgh, Scotland.
Norr.—Subscriptions for the above mentioned

object may be sent to Dr. McGregor, Halifax, Dr,
Reid, Toronto, and Mr. J, Murray Smith, Montreal,

O THAT TIEY HAD SENT IT SOONER!

At one of the meetings which the native
Christians of the South Seas have among
themselves an old man rose and seid :—¢% I
stand among you to-day a solitary and lonely
man, Once I had a wife—dear she was lo
my heart ; she is no more. Once I had five
noble sons ; they are all gone. O that terri-
ble night when my wife went out to the
brushwood never to return—when my boys
left my home to be slain by our deadly ene-
mies!” He paused, and there was deep
silence, the tears rolled down his cheeks.
“Theee things do not occur now,” he again
said ; Christianity has put an end to these
bloody wars. But there is one thing I want
to ask: can it be that the Christian people
in England have had this Gospel of peace
formany long years and never sent it sgoner ?
Tad they sent it sooner I should not be to-
day solitary, sad-hearted, mourning my mur-
dered wife and children. O tkL:t they had
sent it sooner!” He sat dow:. Another
man rose up. “I know what my brother
says, I, too, mourn to-day sons and daughters
slain. If we had known the Gospel sooner
they would be with us now. Yes, it is true.
O that English Christians had sent us the
Gospel sooner!” I thought, as I sat listen-
ing, how much the words ought to stir
us. O to send the Gospel everywhere we
can, and tosend it soon !

Curist First.——%You will see Charlie, soon,”
wae whispered in the ear of a dy.ng saint, re-
ferring to a beloved son, who had preceded
her, who was now so near the eternal home.
The almost sightless orbs unclosed, aud with
a smile of ineffable sweetness she exclaimed:
7 shall want to see my Saviour first{"
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m_rc Satbath School,

J2.COB AND ESAU.
OcTonkR 10. GENESIS XXVII : 22-40,

[y
1 SAAC was of a gentle and retiring disposition.
Little is recorded of his life at Beersheba ex-
cept that he digged wells and wonshipped
God, ch. 24 : 63. At 40 years of age he married
Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel, ch, 24 and 25 : 20.
The twins were born when he was 8o.  They grew
up very different types of men ; Esau, adventurous,
jovial, ready for any sport; Jacob a plain shrewd
farmer, ch. 25 : 27, who knew how to drive a good
bargain, ch. 25 : 31-34. At this time the sons
were 77 !ears of age. Isaac was 137. His eye-
sight had failed, and the infirmitics of age suggest-
cd to him the propriety of making his last will and
bestowing a blessing on his sons.  But he attained
the age of 180, ch. 35 : 28. Tacob, instigated by
his mother, had recourse to cheating and lying in
order to forestall the blessing that rightfully be-
longed to Esau by priority of birth. The plot
newrly failed. V. 22, Z%e woice is Facob's—he had
forgotten to simulate the tone of Esau's voice.
But the hands—skillfully disguised, felt so like
Esau’s, the old man thought his ears must have
misled him. Se Ae dlessed lrtri—rather, he resolved
to bless him as his legal heir. V. 24. A#¢ thou
my son £ He had still some doubts, and put Jacob
on his word of honour. ‘7 am ”—This shameful
and humil iating falsehond cannot be extenuated.
He was signally punished for it. He became a
slave to Laban for 20 years, ch. 31 : 41. Esau
lorded it over him and distressed him, ch. 32 : 7,8
His wife, Rachel, died by the road-side, ch. 35 :
19. His father-in-law cheated him, ch. 31: 7.
His own sons deceived him, ch. 37 : 32-34. Vs.
25-27. My son’s venison—3a customary covenant
sacrifice offered by the recipient of the blessing.
Kissed him-~the invariable salutation in the east,
evento this daj. Zhe smell of kis raiment—the
aromatic odours of the Syrian fields is proverbial,
8. Song, 4 : 11, Hosea 14 : 6. Vs. 28, 29. 7%e
dew of heaven—in a dry country, where rain seldom
falls from March to September, the crops mainly
depend upon the copious dews. Corn and wine—
some parts of Palestine were very fertile, Deut 8:
7-9. The whole country was famous for its vine-
yards. The blessing conveyed a prophetic promise
of fruitfulness, plenty, power, and divine protection.
Vs, 30-34. Upon Esau’s return the fraud was dis-
covered. Isaac, though greatly distressed, could
not revoke the blessing : indeed he seems to have
recognized the hand of God in it and, by faith, ac-
quiesced, Heb. 11 :20. Bless e, cven me—Esau
bitterly bewailed his folly in bartering away bis
birth-right, ch. 25 : 34. Vs. 35, 36. Wtk subtit-
ty—deceitfully, see Gen. 3 : 1. Supplanted—true
to bis name, he outwitted me. V. 37. 7hy Lord—
Though Esau was not personally subject to his bro-
ther, his posterity became tributary to the Israelites,
2 Sam. 8 :14.

LEARN, Itisa wise and proper thing to make
one’s will while in the possession of,one’s faculties.
Jacob’s misfortunes tcach us that honesty is the
best policy.

Hueol at Brethel,

OcCToBER 17, GENESIS XXVII : 10-22.

\I¥ SAU had threatened ‘]acob’s life for cheating
him out of his birth-right, ch. 27, 41. To
avert this danger, Rebekah had again re-*

course to stratagem, representing to Isaac her fear

fest Jacob should make « foolish marriage with the
heathen Canaanites as Esau had already done to
their sorrow, ch. 26 : 3. Would it not be a good
thing to send him away for a while among his rela-
tions in Mesqpotamia ? To this Isaac readily as-
sented, gave him his parting blessing, and bid him

?;o to Padanaram. Jacob, nothing lo.ue, sets out

rom Beersheba, a solitary wanderer, on his long

journey of 450 miles through a rough and desert
country. V. 11, Lig/dtd upon a certain place—

It was not *‘chance,” but 2 providential guidance

that brought him to the spat made sacred by his

grand-father, 160 years before, ch. 11 : 8. 13 2 3.

Took of the stones—of the very same, perhaps,

used by Abmham for his altar—/or Iis pillows—a

pretty hard pillow, but Jacob was used to ** rough-
ing it ” and sleeping thus in the open air was not
uncommon in that country. V. 12. ffe dreamed—
never slept sounder in his life. 4 /Jedder—dreams
often present strange phantasies. The ladder may
have seemed 2 gigantic mountain, its ledges resem-
bling steps or stairs by which it might be ascended.
The angels, &c.—This affords the key of the vision,
namely,— the intimate connection subsisting be-
twixt heaven and ecarth by the tinistrations of an-
gelic messengers, Heb. 1: 14, teaching him that,
though a wanderer, camping out, and exposed to
danger, hr was yet encompassed by the presence
and protection of God, Ps, 34 : 7. Our Lord
himself teaches us that the ladder signified the Son

of Man, John 1 : 51—the way to heaven, John 14:

6. V. 13. The Lord stood above it — revealing

Himself the Covenant God of Jacob, as he had

been of Abraham and Isaac. V. 14. As the dust

of the carth—a renewal of world-wide blessings,
see ch. 11 ; 23, pointing to the spiritual seed of

Abraham, Rom.g:7, 8. Gal. 3:7-9. V.15, 7

I am with thee, &e. If God be with s ; if he will

““keep " us ; never leave us : bring us at last to his |

heavenly kingdom, we need fear no evil, Ps. 23,

and 121 35, 8. Isa. 43:2, 3. Vs 16, 17. Facod

awakened—to find himself a converted man.  How
dreadful—how awe-inspiring the presence of Jeho-
vah ! Exo. 3:5 The more we see of God, the

more we are abased on account of our sins. V. 18,

A pillar—to mark the place against he came back.

Foured oil—3 solemn act of consecration, see Lev.

2:1. & Sam. 10; 1, Ps. 23: 5 Vs, 20, 21,

Vowed—evidence of his self-dedication to God.

And come again in peace—he had set out in great

dispeace, from Esau’s threat. Then shallthe Lord—

His words are not be considered as implying a

a doubt, or stipulating conditions ; rather, since

God hath promised all these things, I will hence-

forth consecrate myself, and all that I own, to his

service.

LEARN that though we are continually sinning
against God, he graciously visits us with undeserved
mercies and is willing to pardon all who believe
and repent, Isa1: 18.
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Hucol's Breevniling Beayer.

OcT. 24. GENESIS XXXII : 9-12,22-30.

————

WENTY years had passed since Jacob's
memorable dream. In the meantime he
“had married two of his cousins in Mesopota-
mia, had a large family of children, and acquired
a vast amount of property. The Lord had com-
manded him to return to Canaan, ¢h. 31 : 3; he is
now on his way thither, with all bis belongings.
Though Edom is a long way off, thoughts about
Esau began to haunt him. Should he have heard
of his coming, he may seize the oppcrtunity to
avenge his wrongs. How should he proceed? To
begin with, he resolved to place himself wider the
protection of God. Vs, g9, 10. This is the first
recorded prayer in the Bible, short, earnest, and
bearing directly on the occasion. (1) He addresses
Jehovahasa covenant-keeping God. (2) He pleads
the promise made to himself. (3) IHe confesses
his unworthiness, and God's goodness to him. (4)
He entreats deliverance from the dangers that lie
before him. Witk my staf/—a poor, lone pilgrim
he zwas ; now, fwo bands—two wives, cleven chil-
dren and countless flocks and herds. So large a
retinue that it must be divided. Vs. 11, 12.  De-
Jéver me from Esan! He thought of his treatment of
Esau : his father’s prediction : of Esau’s threat, ch,
27 1 40, 41, and of the promise to himself, ch. 27 :
29, He appeals therefore to God to intervene for
the accomplishment of his own word. Vs, 22, 23.
In the meantime he had sent messengers to his bro-
v. 3 ; but no word of reconciliation. On the con-
trary, they reported that Esau was even now ad-
vancing at the head of 400 men. That boded no
good. He vose up that night—ill at case in his
conscience, he cou'd not sleep, passed over the ford—
waded the Fadéok, a brook in Gilead that flows in-
to the Jordan, about half-way between the sea of
Gatlilec and the Dead Sea. V. 23. After secing
all his family safely across the stream, he stays be-
hind to spend the night in earnest prayer for guid-
ance and protection. He also took the shrewd
precaution to send a magnificent present to Esau,
vs. 13-15. V. 24. Theve wrestled a man —This
mysterious person is called an angel by Hosea, ch.
12 4, and :¢God,” in vs. 28, 30. The inference
is that it was none other but ‘“the Angel of the
Covenant,” the Son of God appearing in the nature
which be aflterwards assumed. The conflict ap-
ears to have been a real one, not a dream as at
ethel, designed to revive his sinking spirits, to
lessen his self-confidence, and to inspire him with
stronger fith. V. 25.  When ke saiv—i, e. when
the angel saw. Ie touched ke hollow of his
thigh—this touch rendered him powerless. All he
could now do was to hold on to the angel in the
firm belief that he was commissioned to do lim
good. Jacob prevailed, not by his strength, but
by importunity and self-surrender, Luke 11 ; $-10.
Vs. 28, 29. No longer the supplanter and in-
triguer, he has become an altered man, his name
shall be ISRAEL—*¢ the prevailer.” Peniel—this
name shall commemorate God’s grace.
LEARN—that usually more is to be gained by
yielding than by striving. In every time of diffi-
culty we are to go to the Lord in prayer.

Hogeplt gold iixtu Equpt.

GLN, XXXVIi 3 1-5;23-36

[ EN years had clapsed since Jacob left Pa-
danaram. Vs, t, 2. Yacob dwelt—prompted
by the same motives as Abraham and Isaac,

Heb. 11 : 13.  The generations — the leading
occurrences in his domestic history.  Foseph—
the clder of his two sons by Rachel, was not
brought up to idleness ; at sewenteen he was
assaclated with the other sons as shepherd, or
overseer, and shewed himself a faithful steward
hy reporting to his father the misconduct of his
seniors, V. 3. Jsrael loved Foseph — the son
of his old age, born when his father was g1, and
because he early gave promise of the piety which
distinguished im from the rest of the sons, and
conspicuously marked his subsequent career. Coat
of many colours—a long flowing tunic made of
picces of coloured cloth sewed together, and consi-
dered a badge of distinction, see Judges 5 : 30.
Their father's partiality for Joseph naturally excie
ted his brethren’s jealousy. — Cowld not speak peace-
ably—could not address him with the usual saluta-
tion amongst friends and acquaintances — “ peace
be to thee.” His dreams, vs. 6-11, increased their
hatred, and also disconcerted Jaceb, who took
note of them. Vs. 23, 24. Dothan, where Jo-
seph found his brethren, was 17 miles north of
Shechem and nearly 70 miles from Hebron. The
readiness with: which he set out, v. 13, shewed his
obedience and reminds us of Samuel, 1 S. 3: 4,
and of Isaiah, ch. 6 : 8.  Tley stripped him of his
robe—the only garment he had on except a cloth
round his loins.  Cast kim inte @ pit—a water cise
tern hewn out of the rock, now providentially emp-
ty. V.25. Satdown tocat—asto a feast of re-
joicing.  Jshmaelites—a singular coincidence, for
they belonged originally to the same stock, Ish-
mael, *‘ the outcast,” being the son of Abraham by
Hagar, ch. 21 :'10.  Bearing spices—these articles
in which they traded were in great demond in
Egypt, being used for embalming. Vs, 26, 28."
Feedak—the fourth son of Jacob by Leah, taok the
lead among the eleven, and was their spokesman
in Egypt, Gen. 44 : 14-18.  What profit—knowing
the mercenary spirit of the rest he suggested a plan
by which Joseph’s life might be saved. The Ish-
maelites traded in slaves also.  ** Let’s sell him.”
20 picces of silver—20 ‘shekels,” equal to $1s,
was the price of a male slave under 20 years, Lev.
27 5. Vs. 29-33. Rucben returncd—He had re-
monstrated in vain, ch. 42 : 22, left the gang, and
came back when he saw the caravan approaching.
Being the oldest, he felt that he would be chiefly
blamed for this tramsaction. Vs. 34, 35. Facod
rent Iis clothes, &c.~—The common signs of oriental
mourning.  Sackcloth—rough camel’s hair cloth
worn next the skin.  His (aughters—daughters-in-
law—for he had but one daughter—Dinah, Refu-
s2d 1o be cemforted—his grief was excessive for sc
good a man.  7#e grave—*‘ Sheol "—the place of
departed spirits, see 2 Sam, 12 ; 23. V. 36,
AMidianites—Ishmaelites, sold him probably in the
public market. Potiphar—captain of the king’s

Jer. 3L

body guard which consisted of 1000 soldiers, con-
sequently 2 man of honour and influence,
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THE PRESBYTERIAN SABBATH-SCHOOL
TEACHER'S COURSE OF STUDY.

Eienr REASONS WHY IT SHOULD BE TAKEN UP
IN EVERY CONGREGATION ON OR AFTER
THE 411 of OCTOBER,

—_—i0—

1. Every congregation needs it, for it's
teaching work

2. It turns our means of secular education
inte a help in moral and spiritual effort.
Drill and examination are not niore difticult
in Bible truth, thanin history and geography.

3. No one has ever done a good work for
Christ and the Church without a swtable pre-
paration, Abramrescued Lot from the hand
of the Kings; by his TRAINED SERVANTS,

4., This course of study will unite ten thou-
sand Teechers, and ten thousand senior
scholars of our church in a laudable, healthy,
and hopeful work

5. Its course of study is suitable to willing
and working hearts in any congregation.

6. 1t is adapted to meet the wants of all
who feel their need of help and preparation
in the work of Teaching,.

7. It needs no new machinery but what we
have in our Sessions, and Presbyteries, who
can give 2 loving and helpful hand. The need-
ful expense is cheerfully borne by those who
get the helpful papers.

8. It sets up a standard worthy of our best
efforts, and unites us with our Pastors—as
labourers together with God.

The question isasked, Why select this part
of the Scriptures ?

1. Because the lessons to be taught in the
last six months of next year are taken from
this part of Seripture, and by our preparatory

,study, we will be helped in our actual
work, and, by this double application, we will
impress on our minds an important section
of the word of God.

2. Because our best possible knowledge of
the New Testament, largely depends on our
understanding ane! appreciation of this part
of the Old.

3. Because of muck neglect in the past, we
do not see or feel the spiritual instruction
the Old Testament presents.

4, The study of this part of the Old Testa-
ment requires a little effort, and is therefore
more likely to be helpful in prepating us for
the work of TEAOBING in the Home and in the
School. Use and effort are God’s appointed
means of strength and skill.

5. In these days we need to have “the
‘Word of Christ dwelling in us us richly; in
ali wisdom teaching and admonishing one-
. wother.”

TouN MoEwEeN.

Ony owy Shack,

@HE PruspyTERIAN CoLLEGE oF MoNTREAL
has obtained an amendment to its Act

of ipcorporation empowering the senate
to grant degrees in Theology. This new
departure is the first practical resuit of the
proposal submitted to Presbyteries some
time ago for the establishment of a Presby-
terian University by which the grant-
ing of degrees would be controlled by the
General Assembly. The majority of Presby-
teries having reported against that proposal,
the subject of theological degrees was
brought before the General Assembly by
overture at last meeting, when it was unani-
meously agreed # to empower the boards and
senates of the colleges in Toronto and Mon-
treal to take such steps in the matteras they
may deem advisable.” Speaking of degrees,
we are informed that the Rev. T. G. Smith,
of Kingston, has recentiy had the degree of
Doctor of Divinity conferred upon him by
tiwco American colleges. If this be so, how
are we to address our friend in the future ?
Must we write four big D’s after his name ?

Tae Rev. Roserr CampBELL, of Montreal,
has been elected a member of the Tempora-
lities Board in room of thelate Rev. Professor
Mackerras—the Rev. Dr. Jenkins takes his
place as a member of the executive commit-
tee. The suit against the Temporalities
Board having been appealed to the Privy
Council of England, there is no saying when
it may “tak end.” Mr. George Stephen, of
Montreal, has sent the Treasurer of Queen’s
TUhniversity a check for five thousand dollars,
towards the new Building and Endowment
Fund, the receipts for which already amount
to $77,149.56. .

Tae Rev. W. P. Beag, of St. Stephen, and
the Rev. William Fogo, of Tabusintac, New
Brunswick, have resigned their charges and
returned to Scotland. The Rev. James Mac-
kie, for some months assistant to Dr. Jen-
kins, of Montreal, is reported to have accept-
ed a call from a congregation in Carlisle, in
connection with the Presbyterian Church in
England.

“A vowce FroM NEew Kincarpig,” N. B,
takes exception to the glowing accounts of
the wealth of that colony which have been
circulated. He says that the majority of the
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peoﬁe have difficulty in providing food and
clothing for-their families, and gives his word
that as soon as they are able thoy will
be found willing to contribute for the sup-
port of ordinances. We are informed that
anew congregation ¢ Crawford,” has been or-
gonized in the Township of Bentinck and
Presbytery of Owen Sound.

Tue Rev. Dr. G. L. Mackay, of Formosa,
who has been visiting & aumber of the con-
grogations in Ontario, is expected to visit the
Presbyteries of Montreal and Glengarry du-
ring the present month and part of Novem-
ber. He has signified his intention to be
present at the Montreal .Anniversary Mission:
ary Meetingg,27th,2%th,and 29th Novembor-—-
on which oceasion it is not unlikely that the
Rev. NaravaxN Suesuapri from Indig, who is
at present in this country, may also be with
us

3rs Inowis, of Montreal, has been appoint-
ed Lady Directress of the Institute at
Pointe-aux-Irembles, long and favourably
know in connection with French Canadian
Missionary Society, and which is now under
the management of the Board of French
Evangelization of the PrespyteriaN CHUrcH
X CANaDA.

Tue Rev. Mr. FoTHerINGuAM, of Norwood,
with his niece, Miss McGregor, had a very
narrow escape from’drowning during his re-
<¢ent holiday tour.

Goop Work. A congregational report
from Kitley, Ont., states that the member-
ship has risen from forty to ninefy in two
years: a Bible-class numbering 7i/7y has been
organized: a library of 300 volumes pur-
chased : and a fine manse, with suitable out-
buildings, erected at & cost of S1500.

ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS.

West PustiNent: Guelph Pres.:—The Rev.
Evan Macaulay was inducted, on the 3rd of
August.

Rooxv Savorex: Owen Sound :—The Rev.
Archibald McDiarmid was inducted to the
united charge of Rorky Saugeen and Latona,
on the 1st of August.

Lono axp Carrapoc: London :—Mr. John
Johnston was ordsined and inducted, 3rd
August,

Duwsar: Brockeille :-Mr. Thomas Nelson
‘was ordained and inducted, on Tth September.

Rexsorouc : Glengarry :—Mr. Charles
McLean was ordained and inducted, on Tth
September. Wele gltte T

Sumaerstowy : Qlengerry :—Mr. J. T. Pat-
terson was ordained and inducted, on 24th
August.

Hanover : Bruce:—Mr. James J. Patter-
son was ordained and inducted, on 22nd July.

Savrr Sre. Marie  Bruce :—Mr, William
Gallacher was ordained to the office of
the’ ministry in Knox, Church,* Paisley, on

30th August, with a view to his appointment
as resident nissionary at Sault Ste. Marie.

The Rev. Robert Burnet, formerly of St,
Andrew's Church, Iamilton, and more re-
contly of London, Ont., has been inducted to
the charge of St. Andrew's Church, Pictou,
N. 8. The Rev. Neil Brodie, lately of Lo-
chiel, Ont., has returned to Nova Scotia, and
has been inducted to his former congrega-
tion at Gairloch, also in the Pictou Presby-
ltergé in connection with the Church of Scoi-
and.

Cants.—Mr. J. A. Anderson hus accepted &
cull to North Gower, Otlawa. Mr. John King
Bailie has received a call to Second Innisfil,
Barrie—stipend $700. M. J. D. McGillivray
has been called to Clifton, Truro, and the
Rev. Archibald Gunn to Windsor, Halifax.
Rev. J. R. Macleod, late of Sault Ste. Marie,
has received a call to Kingsbury and Bromp-
ton Gore, Quebec. Rev. David Camelon, of
St. James’ Ch, London, is called to Vaughan,
Toronto. The Rev. W. McWilliam, of Be-
thesda und \lnwick, is called to Streetsville,
Zorunto—Stipend, $800 and a manse.

NEW CHURCHES.

CuMBERLAND, Ont.:~—On Sabbath, the 1st
August, Principal MacVicar, of Montreal,
conducted the services at the opening of a
substantial and commodious church edifice
which is free of debt, and otherwise reflects
credit on the good taste, energy, and libe-
rality of the pastor and people.

BrigpeyN, Ont. :—the corner stone of a new
church was laid at this place, on 1st Septem-
ber, by Rev, Dr. Mackay, of Formosa.

A Maxse is in course of erection by the
congregation of Second Innmisfil, to cost
$1600. .

Reetisigs of Lresbyteries,

@anxnumu AND Y ARMOUTH : 17th Aug. :—
4 A call from Shelburne to.Rev. D. F.

Creelman was sustained. Mr. J. W.
Macleod’s report of labour in Shelburne con-
gregation during May was approved. With
regard to Riversdale, only $300 could be
raised towards the support of a minister. In
view of the condition of the congregation it
was resolved that the Presbytery give occa-
sional supply with a view to definite action
in the spring, or sooner if possible. The
matter regarding systematic efforts on be-
half of the funds of the Church, laid over
from last meeting was taken up. Mr. Millar
introduced it by giving a detailed, compara-
tive statement of the contributions of con
gregations in the Presbytery t schemes of
the Church during the last six years; and
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thus calling ‘attention of Presbytery to the
serious want of system indicated by these
figures, and urging upon members the great
need of special diligence; closing with the
following recommendation—That the Clerk
of Presbytery be directed to issue a circular
letter to Sessions under this Presbytery. (a.)
calling attention to the great fluctuations of
contributions. (b.) intimating the schemes
of the Church to whick we hold that congre-
gations are bound to contribute, (c.) noting
the schemes neglected last year, (d.) urging
diligence on Sessions in regatd to collections
for the general work of the Church, (e.) ur-
ging Sessions not 1o allow the contributions
for Mission purposes to be deferred to the
last of the ecclesiastical year, but to seek
such methods and choose such times as may
call forth in fullest measure the liberality of
our Christian people, and (f2) that Sessions
be required to report their action in the
matter to this Presbytery on or before the
first of February next. After some discus-
sion, it was, on motion, agreed that this re-
commendation be approved, and that Messrs.
Millar and James Eisenhauer be appointed
to assist the Clerk in preparing such circular
letter.

'roro: Aug. 17 :-—The Presbytery met at
Parrsboro’. Special services were held in
the Church on Monday evening, and on
Tuesday forencon. The visitation of the
congregation showed that minister, elders,
and managers were faithfyl and concientious
in the dischsrge of their duties, and that the
ordinances of religion were regularly and
very generally observed by the congregation,
and that so many had been added to_the
fellowship of the Church during the ministry
of Rev. Mr. McLeod ; at the same time regret
was expressed that arrears to a considerable
amount were allowed te accumu’ate, and the
congregation was urged to take steps as soon
as possible for wiping out all ewisting arrears.

Vicroria axp Ricusoxp.—'lais Presbytery
met on the 2nd Auvg., at Whycocomsah. Rev.
XKenneth Mackenzie, Clerk, gave an account
of & visit which he, with Mr. Grant and Mr.
Maclean, elder, had made to Big Intervale
and other places. They had ordained three
elders at Big Intervele and dispensed the
Lord’sSupper. The congregationalistsin the
district joined in the communion. Members
of the deputation preached on Friday, Satur-
day, Sabbath and Monday. On Tuesday they
proceeded to Whale Cove, 24 miles. Mr.
McKenzie preached there on Tuesday. A
fair representation of the congregation were
present. After sermon be instituted some

jequiry as to the practieal results of the
Gospel ordinances which they heve enjoyed
through the services of Mr. Grant for some

. years past. It was found that in some re-

Bpects progress is being made since the Pres-

bytery bad been there; some had been
added to the membership of the Church.
Several copies of the Record are taken in the
congregation ; but it is a matter of regret
that the peopie have fallen considerably short
in the matter of supporting Gospel ordinances
among themselves. They were accordingly
exhorted to put forth such efforts as are
needed to put them rightin this, to cultivate
the grace of liberality. After this meeting
Mr. McKenzie, in company with ;\g‘f A.B.
Mcl.eod, student in divinity, proceeded to
Cheticamp, a distance of 17 miles from Whale
Cove. They were glad to find the new Pro-
testant church there in course of erection,
carpenters and masons at work, the roof
shingled, a substantial building of about 35 ft.
long, by 25ft.wide, with a neattower, situated
near the mainroad, opposite the Jersey Firm
on the Island, and about three or four miles
from the village of Cheticamp.

The Moderator, Mr. McDougall. reported
concerning & visit to Port Hawkeo.ary and
Port Mulgrave, in company with Mr. Forbes.
Arrangements were msde at River Inhabi-
tants, &e., for supply by catechist. Rev. W,
3. Forbes, of Port Hastings and River Den-
nis, on account of failing health, laid on the
table the demission of his charge. Members
of Presbytery expressed deep sympathy with
Mr. Forbes, and regret that the state of his
health bas been such as to render this step
on his part now necessary. They agreed
that the demission lie on the table until next
meeting of Presbytery, and agreed to meet
within the Church at River Dennis, for Pres-
byterial visitation and other business on
Tuesday, 12th October next, at 11 o'clock
am. On Wednesday in the church at River
Inhabitants at 11 o'clock a.m., and on the
evening of the same day (13th Oci.) at 7
o’clock in the church at Port Hastings; on
Thursday within the church, Black River,
West Bay, at 2 o’clock p.m.

Messrs. Malcolm Carapbell, student of divi-
nity of the second year; and A. B. Mcleod;
also James A. Forbes, student of the first
year in divinity, read discourses from subjects
prescribed to them at a former meeting
which were regarded on the wkole as quite
satisfactory.

HaniFax : 8th September :—Intimation
was received that Rev. Jobn Wallace was
inducted into the Collegiate charge of War-
wick, Bermuds, according to appointment of
Presbytery. Mr. Wallace’s name was added
to the Roll. Rev.John McLean’s demission
of the charge of Kempt and Walton was ac-
cepted. Rev.J. B. Logan was appointed to
preach and moderate in a Call at Windsor.
A Committee was appointed to examine the
various Records of Sessions, and all Sessions
that have .not already forwarded their Re-
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cords are instructed to send them without
delay to the Clerk.

P. E. Istanp: 10th September :—Mr. Pel-
letier, of St. Hyacinthe, being present, was
invited to sit as a corresponding member of
Presbytery. Mr. McKay reported that he
had moderated in a call in Nea London,
that it was signed by three hrmdred and
eleven members and adherents, put that one
section of the congregation had declined
uniting in the call. Mr. McKay's repoit was
received and his diligence approved. Com-
missioners having been received and heard
from the various sections of the congrega-
tion, it vas, on motion, agreed, owing to the
want of uncertainty, to set the call aside,
which accordingly was done, and a deputa-
tion of Presbytery appointed to convey this
decision to the congregation and ascertain
the wishes as to supply of Gospel ordinances
in the future. Mr. Pelletier delivered a very
interesting address in Dr. Murray's Church.

GLENGARRY : 12, 13 August :—It was re-
solved that in the appointment of Clerical
Commissioners to the General Assembly,
one-half of the number be taken from the
top of the roll, and the other half elected by
open vote. Rev. J. S. Burnet gave in the
Report on Statistics, and Rev. D. L. McCrae
that on the State of Religion. A petition
from parties connected with East Lochiel
Mission was read, and its prayer granted on
the understanding that i+ ¢ united with
East Hawkesbury congregation, and form
one charge. Mr. J. T. Patterson was exam-
ined with & view to his ordination and induc-
tion to the pastoral charge of Summerstown.
The Presbytery unanimously sustained his
“trials,” and made arrangements for his in-
duction, elsewhere noticed.

LaNark aNp RENFREW : 2nd September:—
The Presbytery met pro forma at Pembroke,
and adjourned immediately to Perth in order
to meet the Commission of the General As-
sembly in the case of Knox Church, and for
the transaction of their ordinary business.
the ehief items of which were as follows,—
1st. Mr. Blakely licensed to preach the Gos-
pel. 2nd. Moderation of calls granted for
Ross and Cobden ; and Balderson and Drum-
mond. 3rd. The business of the large Home
Mission field. 4th. The meeting with the
Assembly’s Commission, and the issuing by
them of the Perth case.

Toroxto: 7th September:—Four graduates
of Knox College were, after satisfactory exa-
minations, duly licenced to preach the Gos-
pel, namely,—Messrs. A. B. Baird, J. C. Tibb,
William McKay, and J. R. Johnston. A re-
solution of the General Assembly was read,
agreeing to request each Presbytery to hold
& conference during the year on the State of
Religion within its bounds. On motion of

3

Rev. O. Parsons, it was agread * that a com-
mittee be appointed to arrange for a more
extended meeting of Presbytery in Novem-
ber, including devotional services of prayer,
preaching, and conferencs, and inviting the
congregations within the bounds to be pre-
sent at these devotional services; also that
printed schedules of the services, specifying
appropriate hours for the business of the
Presbytery, be sent ten days before the
meeting to each member.” The names of
retired ministers within the bounds were or-
dered to be replaced on the Presbytery roll
in tern s of the General Assembly’s deliver-
ance on this subject. A call from Vaughan,
in favour of Rev. D. Camelon, London, was
sustained, and provisional arrangements
made for his induction, on 5th October. It
was agreed to instruct ministers and kirk-
sessions to make such arrangements as may
be most convenient to themselves for hold-
ing missionary meetings in their several
congregations.

StraTtForv : 4 August:—The Rev. David
Mann resigned his charge of Biddulph. Mr.
William Shearer of the Montreal Presbyterian
College was liccnced to preach the Gospel.

Linpsay : 31 August:—The resignation by
the Rev. D.D. McLennan of his charge at
Kirkfield and Victoria was accepted. Rev.
Alexander McKay, of Sunderland, was
appointed Moderator. Rev. E. Cockburn
was deputed to orgenize a congregatior at
Zephyr.

MANITOBA ITEMS.

Anniversary Services were held in Knox
Church, Winnipeg, on the fourth Sabbath of
August. Dr. Black, of Kildonan, officiated in
the forenoon ; Rev. R. H. Warden, of Montreal,
in afternoon ; and Rev.C. B. Pitblado, of Hali-
fax, in the evening. Rev.Jas. Wellwood and
wife have gone to theirnew home on the Little
Saskatchewan, and settled at Minnedosa.
The prospects are encouraging. Mr. Caswell,
a student of Knox Callege, has been having
larger gatherings during the summer than
hitherto known in Gladstone district. Mr.
Farqubarson, the Xnox College Students?
Society missionary, has been doing an almost
Herculean amount oflabour in the Rock Lake
district. Prof. Bryce, of Winnipeg, visited
the district late in August, preached at a
point, which sixteen months ago was thirty
miles distant from the nearest house, to an
audience of 120 people, organized the
Station, and administered the communion to
over thirty communicants. It ishoped that
Mr. Farqubarson'’s field, which is new ground;
may raise at once S300 for this year for the
support of ordinances. New churches have

‘been opened at High Bluff and Springfield

this summer ; steps towards bhuildingat onoe
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were taken at Nelsonville, Mountain City, and
Dominion City. A church at Pilot Mound,
the new settlement already spoken of, is not
unlikely this summer. Mr. Hodneit, ap-
pointed by the H. M. Com., has not yet arrived |
(Sept. 6th). Three or four more missionaries
ave urgently required by the Presbytery. l
Obituary.
W R. JOHN HILLEN, one of the early!
l settlers in the Township of Clarke, died !
on the 2lst day of February of the!
present year, at the advanced age of Y3. He'!
came to Canada from the County of Armagh, !
Ireland, in the year 18206. He was long a
ruling elder in the church of which the Rev.
George Lawrence was pastor. His powers!
of mind were unimpai:ed to the last. He was.|
very cheerful, never complaining because of |
infirmity. Hewas a general favourite, young !
and old liked to call upon the aged servant|
of Christ. His trust in the Saviour grew |
stronger as he drew nearer the end of the !
journey. His strength was such that he was !
able to walk to God's House up to a short !
time betore his death. His end was not !
looked for, though so old, and he passed '
away to the better country in slesp, seem- !
ingly without & struggle.
N our last issue we urged the caeful
perusgl of the “ Assembly Minutes,” a|
volumeof three hundred pages. The Minutes
proper occupy about sixty pages, the great
bulk of the book being taken up with appen-
dices, which record in full and minute detail
all the operations of our Boards and Com_
mittees. These “Reports” we again com.
mend tothereader. We ask him particularly
to turn with us to the Statistics, and see some |
things that may well be learned from the
facts presented to our view.

‘We have 740 pastoral charges; 659 Minis- i
ters; 95 vacancies. There are Statistical Re-
turns from 813 congregations, but 106 congre-
gations neglect to make returns. This, we
need not say, is a discreditable fact to the
negligent folk ; half an hour's work, more or
less, would suffice to fulfil the Assembly’s in-
junction. What excuse, thén, can be offered
for these numerous blanks? In one Presby-
tery, one of the largest and most favourably
gituated in the Church, about one-fourth of
the congregations are blank' This will

surely be guarded against in future. The
number of families reported is 63,843, giving,
a population of over 300,000. This is, no
doubt, very largely within the mark. Number
of Communicants reported, 107,871; over
ten thousand were added during the year,
but, allowing for deaths and repovals, the
net increase was 3,619, Baptisms, 9,837, Elders,
4,125, Over 83,000 Sabbath Scholars receive
instruction from over 8,500 tegchers; Church
accommodation is provided for over 270,000.
Eleven manses and twenty-six Churches were
built Quring the year. It inust be borne in
mind that all these figures would be largely
modified if all the congregations had sent in
returns. The aggregate stipend promised by
congregations is $496,456; actually paid, $486,-
282; arrears reported, $19,000. Five Pres
byteries report no arrears, viz: Brockville,
Whitby, Lindsay, Paris and Maitland. YWhen
shall it be. thus with all? The Synod of the
Maritime Provinces report nearly one half of
the grim total of arrears! The returns under
this head are extremely defective. The ex-
penditure on churches or manses during the
year was 8350,771. 'The sum of $928,198 was
raised for all congregational purposes, being
$13,000 in advance of last year. For the
schemes of the church there was paid in the
amount of $138,816. Sabbath-schools con-
tributed an average of 14 cents per scholar.
The total income for all purposes for the year
was $1,162,154, an increase of $51,774 over the
preceding year. The Presbytery of Toronto
shows the largest income for all purposes;
but the Presbytery which pays most largely
in proportion to numbers is that of New-
foundland, the total being, per family, $62.96 ;
per communicant, $40.68. a rate of contribu-
tion rarely equalled anywhere. Taking the
schemes of the Church, we find the families
in Sydney Presbytery giving at the rate of 53
cents; communicants; $1.00; Victoria end
Richmond, 50 and 68 cents respectively ;
Wallace, §0 cents per family and 40 cents
per communicant; Halifax, $3.75 per family
and §$1.94 per communicant; Pictou, $1.87
and 86 cents respectively; Truro, $2 and
$1.13; Lunenburg and Yarmouth, $1.59 and
$1.37; Prince Edward Island, $1.29 and $1.07;
Newfoundland, $6.61 and $4.27; St John,
84 cents and 60; Miramichi, 9§ cents and
$1.02; Quebec, $1.33and S2cents ; Montreal,
$3.82 and $2.U3; Glengarry, $1.29 per family
and 98 cents per communicant ; Ottawa, $2.08
and $1.12; Lanark and Renfrew, $2.02 and
$1.04; Brockville, $1.47 and 86 cents; Kings-
ton, $2.56 and $1.75 ; Peterborough, $2.47 and
$1.37; Whitby, $2.18 and $1.26; Lindsay,
$1.27 and 74 cents; Toronto, $3.51 and $1.6y;
Barrie, $2.56 and $1.58: Owen Sound, $1.38
and 67 cents ; Saugeen, $1.06 and 51 cents.
Guelph, $2.02 and $1.00; Hamilton, $2.44°
and $1.22; Paris, $2.60 and $1.26; London,
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$2.22 and $1.36; Chatham, $2.32 and $1.08;
Stratford, $1.98 and $1.12; ‘Huron, $2.15 and
$1.10 ; Maitland, $1.19 and 83 cents; Bruce,
$1.19 and 64 cents. o

It will be seen that Newfoundland, with its
four pastoral charges, is in advance under
every particular, giving at the rate of $17 per
family for stipend, and $6.61 for the Schemes
of the Church, and for all purposes (as given
‘sbove) $62.96 per family and $40.68 per
member. Other Presbyteries follow thus in
ther.te of contributions per communicant :—
Montreal, Toronto, Lunenburg and Yar
mouth, Brockville, Kingston, St. John,
Sydney, Iamilton, Ottawa, Stratford, Mira-
michi, London, Whitby, Chatham, Barrie,
Quebec, Lindsay, Halifax, Glengarry, Mait-
land, Traro, Huron, Guelph, Lanark and
Renfrew, P. E. Island, Paris, Bruce, Saugeen,
Peterborough, Owen Sound, Victoria and
Richmond, Wallace, Pictou. For the Schemes
of the Church, the communicants have each
contributed, on an average, about one dollar
and one fifth. The rate per communicant
for all purposes amounts to the sum of cleren
dollars ten cenls ($11.10)—a very fair figure.

‘We have, perhaps, furnished a sufficiently
ample array of figzures for the present month,
Tha object of recurring to the past is to study
it with & view to the present and the future.
Our church enterprises require the constant
and unfailing support of our whole people.
It is a deplorable thing that of so many it
must be testified that they do not come up
to the kelp of the Lord against the mighty.
Much in our Statistics is calculated to call
forth gratitude, to quicken zeal and to
strengthen faith. The one grand defect is,
that while so many of our people do well,
many more do little or nothing.

Geslesiastionl Hews.

Council at Philadelphia, a humber of

British and Foreign Delegates took the
opportunity of visiting Canada, and thus
many of our congregations had the oppor
tunity of seeing and hearing honoured
ministers, with whose names they had long
been familinr. Among these were:—Dr.
Blaikie, Dr. Goold, Dr. Mwray Mitichell,
Rev. E. H. Thompson and Rev. Thomas
Main, the Moderator, of the Free Church;
Professor Flint, Dr. James Dodds, Rev. I.
W. Smith, editor of the Recorp, and Dr.
Struthers, of the Established- Church of
Scotland ; Professor Calderwood and Rev. G.
F. James, of the United Presbyterian Church;
Rev. Thomas Dods, of the Presbyterian
Church of England ; Revds. James 3. Rodgers
and E. F. Simpson, of the Presbyterian Church

@N THEIR WAy to the Pan-Presbyterian

in Ireland, Professor Hofmeyer, of the Dutch
Church, Cape Colony, S. Africa, and Rev.
James Nish, of Sandhurst, Victoria, N.S.W.
Besides preaching, Dr., Blaikie had the oppor-
tunity of addressing large audiences in the
principal cities, and presenting to them the
claims of the Waldensian pastors on the
practical sympathies of the whole Christian
Church. The Presbyterian Church in the
United States has lost one of its most distin-
guished ministers by the recent death of Dr.
William Adams, of New York. Dr. Adams
presided over the closing meeting of the first
Presbyterian Council, held in Edinburgh,
three years ago, and he had been selected to
preach the opening sermon of that now in
session at Philadelphia.

The most remarkable meeting of the Com-
mission of the General Assembly of the Free
Church ever held in Edinburgh, took place
on the 14th of August, when no less than 330
members were present. Reference was made
in the cpening services to the great loss the
Church had sustained by the deaths of Dr.
John Bruce, of Edinburgh and the Earl of
Kintore. The chief business arose out of &
new rhase of the Professor Robertson Smith
case, which had come to light since the
meeting of the Assembly in May, namely, the
publication of an article in the “Encyclopedia
Brittannica,” by Professor Smith, on “Hebrew
Language and Literature,” which was thought
by many to be as heretical, if not more so,
than his previously published teachings on
Deuteronomy, which bad been the cause of
so much trouble in the Church already. The
matter came up on overtures or memorials
from twelve Presbyteries, chiefly Highland,
and was discussed with intense earnestness.
Several motions were proposed and spoken
to, but those upon which a division was taken,
were, one by Dr. Wilson for the appointment
of a committee to examine the articles and
report to aspecial meeting of the Commission,
to be held in October, to which Professor
Smith was to be cited ; and one by Professor
Macgregor, which proposed that i koc statu
the Commission should decline to entertain
the matter. The motion by Dr. Wilson was
carried by 210 to 139 votes, or a majority of
71. A committee, with Dr. Wilson as con-
vener, was then nominated; but as its com-
position was objected to as one-sided, other
names proposed by Professor Lindsay were
added. In the Presbytery of Glasgow, Estab-
lished Chureh, a long discussion has taken
place in reference to the volume entitled
#Scotch Sermons,” towards which at least
one member of the Court is a contributor.
It was agreed to delay further action for a
month, toafford the members an opportunity
of examining the sermons at their leisure.

SoMk YEARS AGo the Italian Government
took the strong measure of suppressing the
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houses of the religious orders in Italy, and
transferred their enormous revenues for the
support of the State and the benefit of the
people at large, converting the monasteries
and conveuts into barracks, asylums and
gchools. By a recent decree of the French
Government it was resolved to put in force
an nld statute for the expulsion of the Jesuits
from France. However difficult it may be to
understand the equity of such exercises of
secular power, this seems to be generally
regarded as a political necessity, from the
fact that tae Society of Jesuits have taken
no pains to conceal their uncompromising
opposition to the existing form of Govern:
ment in France. It is atleast satisfactory to
know that the measure has been carried out
with as little apparent harshness on the part
of the Government as possible, and that the
Jesuits have submitted with a better grace
than could have been expected. Many of
them have sought refuge in England, Scotland
and Wales, where, although their presence
is not considered desirable, they are sure to
find a safe asylum.

Tae American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions will hold its seventy-flrst
annual meeting in the city of Lowell, Massa-
chusetts, on October, 5, 6, 7th, and Sth. The
opening session will be held m Huntington
Hall, Merrimac Street,on Tuesdey afternoon,
Oct. 5th, at three o'clock.” We understand
that some more of our Canadian licentiates
will, at that time, apply for appointments as
missionaries under the Board to foreign fields.

Tae New Testamext Company of Bible
Revisers are said to bave concluded their
lsbours. We may, therefore, look for the
new version atan early date. It is calculated
that three years move will be required for

" the completion of the Old Testament. The
American and the English scholars appear to
have been nearly unanimous in regard to the
changes in translation, the number of which,
bowever, will be considerably less than was
anticipated. But, after all this labour, when
completed, the new edition of the Scriptures
will require to be adopted and authorized by
the churches, and many years must elapse
before it can come into general use.

A greaT EVENT has transpired on the
Rhine, namely, the completion of the magni-
ficent Cathedra! of Cologne, which, having
been begun in the year 1248, has been 632
years abuilding. Theé successive builders are
said to have adhbered to the original design
with remarkable fidelity; the result of their
labours is an edifice of exquisite syrumetry.
The architect’s name hasbeen forgatten.

Tagree has been trouble at BLANTTRE, the
Church of Scotland’s Mission Station in East
Africa, arising out of the exercise of discipline
on the part of the missionaries towards the
natives. Highly coloured statements have

Jurther information elicited.

been circulated, and severe comments have -
been mede respecting the punishments
inflicted upon the natives,—that they have
been shot, flogged to death, and incarcerated
in dungeons. Justice to the Missionaries
requires that judgment be suspended until
the charges have been investigated and
In the mean-
time Rev. Dr. Rankin, of Muthil, accompan-
ied by the British Consul at\Mozambigue,
have proceeded to Blantyre to institute a
searching enquiry, and they will doubtless
give such a report as will secure the con-
fidence of the Church, and also of the Govern-
ment. It is now beyond a doubt that the
Free Church will be compelled to abandon
the site of their Livingstoxia Mission. The
reasons given for the change are the pre-
valence of fever, and the ravages of the tsetse
fly. Dr. Laws and My, Stewart unite in
recommendiug, as the central site of the
future, Bandawi, midway on the Western
Shore, between North and South.

At the close of the Waldensian Theological
College in Florence, the unprecedented num-
ber of twenty-four students presented them-
selves to the Board of examiners. Five of
these had completed their curriculum one or
two years before, and had been engaged in
mission work in the interval. The removal
of this college from the valleys of Piedmont
has been a greatsuccess. Scores of students
have passed through its classes since they
opened in Florence, and have gone forth a
goodly band of earnest and well-prepared
ministers and evangelists for the native
Cln‘u*ch in the valleys, and for its missions in
italy.

Tre FriexpLy Isnaxps have been evange-
lized within the limits of a single lifetime.
‘The Rev. John Thomas, the flrst missionary
te those Islands, is now living, old and feeble,
near Birmingham, England. Heissupported
by his converts.

Tur Palace of the Inquisition at Rome is
for sale.

RAlanitoba.
JOTTINGS OF A BRIEF VISIT.

By Rev. R. H. Warpax.

g.\' fulfilment of & long-cherished plan we
last month made a brief visit to the
Prairie Province. Of the several available
routes, we selected, in going, the Colling-
wood Line of Steamers to Duluth thenee per
rail to Winnipeg, and in returning, the “all
rail route ¥ by St. Paul, Chicago and Detroit.
The former is the more comfortable and less
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fatiguing when the weather is favorable, the
latter is the shorter, as well as decidedly the
more pieasant when the weather is atormy
on lake Superior. So long as the sen-
sation experienced the last night we were
on this great fresh water sea remains in
our memory, we are not likely to prefer
the water to the land route. In passing
Sault Ste. Marie we got a glimpse of the
neat Presbyterian Church recently erected
there. This village has nmot grown much
since our ilast visit, six years ago. Know-
ing that we were to be at Thunder Bay for
& number of hours while a large quantity of
railway iron was being unloaded, we looked
forward with pleasure to spending a little
time with Rev. D. McXerracher, the mission-
ary of our Church at Princa®Arthur's Land-
ing and Fort William. We were, however,
doomed todisappointment, Mr. McKerracher
having just left, on a brief holiday, for Un-
tario. Prince Arthur's Landing has made
considerable progress of recent years and is
now a bustling village of about 1000 inhabi-
tapts. The rivalry between it and the Fort
William Town plot, about 6 miles distant on
the Kaministiquia River, is great. The two
villages are connected by rail, but which is
to be the Lake Superior terminus of the Ca-
nada Pacific Railway is the point to be set-
tled, each claiming to possess advantages
over the other. The Railway offices are at
Fort William, where our people have lately
built a good frame church,—the only church
edifice in the place. At Prince Arthur’s
Landing there is as yet no Presbyterian
church, though a lecture hall has been erect-
ed by the congregation. Mr. McEerracher
is deservedly esteemed by the people in both
sections of his field. At Duluth we parted
company with Professor and Mrs. Bruce, of
Glasgow, who were reluctantly compelled to
forego their intended visit to Manitoba.
Leaving Dulath at five o'clock in the even-
ing, by the Northern Pacific Railway, we
reached Glyndon at eight o’clock the follow-
ing morning, where we took the St. Paul,
Minneapolis and Manitoba Line for St. Vin-
cent, the northern border of Minnesota,
passing the whole way through a recently
settled prairie country. The land is appa-
rently fertile, the villages few in number and
small in size. 'We were not surprised to
learn that many of the settlers here as well
ss in the adjoining State of Dakota were
from Canada. It is a matter of regret, in the
interests of the colonization of Manitoba and
the North-west Territories, that our emi-
grants hecessarily require £o pass through so
much American territory before reaching
their intended destination. The temptation,
from the inducemsents held out by means of
alikaral land policy on the part of the Ame-
ricans and the persuasions of American land

agents, is very great, especially when contrast-
ed with the apathy and indifference and sur-
liness of the Canadian land agents one meets
with in the West. For incivility and want of
adaptation for the position they occupy com-
mend us to the servants of the Dominion
Government Lands Department in the West.
We were credibly informed that not a few Can-
adians who left their homes with the intention
of settling in Manitoba are now in Dakots,
because of the treatment received at the
hands of our Government officials. In the
neighbourhood of Pembina, on the American
side of the Manitoba boundary line, there
are a large number of Canadians, chiefly from
the County of Peterborough, Ontario. The
Rev. J. Campbell, of Harriston, who spent
a few weeks lately in this district, has been
invited by the people to settle among them
as their pastor, at a salary, we understand, of
$1000 per annum, part of which comes from
the Home Mission Board of the American
Presbyterian Church.

At St. Vincent we found a Canada Pacific
Railway train in waiting, not by any means so
inviting as that we had just left. A few mi-
nutes ride brought us across the boundary
line to Emerson, a rapidly growing town on
the banks of the Red River. Here the Rev.
J. Scott, formerly of Napanee, laboured
most assiduously for several years, and with
marked success. The Presbyterian Church
is not so centx;%lly situated as might be de-
sired, a fault which may soon be remedied as
the town extends its borders. Mr. Scott
having recently resolved to concentrate his
labours at West Lynne, a rising village across
theriverfrom Emersonr,thecongregationinthe
latter place isat present without s pastor. The
Rev. T. McGuire, of Jarvis, Ont., supplied the
pulpit for three months this summer. Here
we met an old college companion, Jr. D. J.
Mclnnes, formerly of Erin, Ont, whose health
compelled him two years ago to withdraw
from the ministry, and who is now carrying
on & prosperous general agency business in
Emerson. A twe and a half hour's journey
on the Pembina branch of the Canada Pa-
cific Railway, —a few miles of which were
still unballasted at the time of our visit—
brought us to St. Boniface, where we disem-
barked and crossed the River, inside an om-
nibus, on the ferryboat to Winnipeg. We
were met by Professor Bryce, whose hospita-
lity we enjoyed during our stay in Winnipeg.
Here. we overtook Rev. C. B. Pitblado, of
Halifax, who arrived the evening preceding,
and in whose company we spent six most
pleasant days. Winnipeg is an active, bust-
ling, #live” city with a population of from
eight to ten_thousand. The principal busi-

8tree as many substantial blocks
of buildings, some of its stores and hotels
comparing favourably with those of the

.
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cities in older Provinces, This street is
one of the widest we have cver—gpew,
two chains or 132 feet wide—132 feet, less

the sidewalks, of the t _genuine mu
we have ever witneSsed in an
there being a good deal of wet weather a few

days prior to and during our visit. To des-
cribe this mud we will not attempt. It beg:
gars description and must be both seen and
felt to be realized. The American Consul
repeated to us & remark of an eminent dig-
nitary of the Province, “if the people do
not stick to this country, this country will
stick to the people.” For the literal truth
of this remark we can personally vouch. Our
shoes have never had the same appearance
they had before visiting Manitoba, though
brushed daily since. .

The most prominent building in Winnipeg
is Knox (Presbyterian) Church, which can be
seen from a distance of several miles in every
direction as you approach the City. It is of
brick with stone foundation and has seating
accommodation for 900, and, better still, it is
well filled at every Sabbath service, and
sometimes uncomfortably crowded in the
evening. The necassity for a second Presby-
terian church in the city is being felt and it
is encouraging to know that the pastor,—Rev.
J. Robertson—and Session of Xnox Church
are alive to this felt want and are moving in
the direction of securing a site on which to
erect & building for a second congregation.
Mr. Robertson has done good service in the
cause of Presbyterianism and of Christ, not
only in Winnipeg but in the Province and
adjacent territories.

While the Knox Church edifice is highly
creditable to Presbyterianism, truth con-
strains us to say that the Manitoba (Presby-
terian) College Building is far otherwise.
Whatever it may have been in the earlier
history of the City and Proviace it is now ut-
terly inadequate as to size, utterly incongru-
ous as to appearance, and altogether un-
suitable for the purpose. We have no hesi-
tation in saying that the College has done
good work in the past, and the time, in our
opinion, has most unquestionably come when
2 suitable building should be erected and the
staff increased. We go further, and express
our personal conviction that the time has
come when the Church should seriously con-
sider the propriety of adding Theology to
the subjects already taught in the College.
The College Board own . block of about two
acres in the City. Fifteen thousand dollars
would probably be sufficient to erect abuild-
ing suitable to the wants of the Institution
for the next five or ten years. It might be
so planned that additions could be made to
it when found requisite. We do not know &
better service that some one of our Dresby-
terian people, to whom God has given the

ability, could render to the Church and the
cause of Christ in the North west than the
erection of this College Building in Winni-
peg. Should, however, no one soon take ad-
vantage of the opportunity and personally
contribute the sum necessary to erect a
suitable building the Church should take ac-
tion in the matter, for we believe that the
success of our cause in the North-west is
largely dependent under God upon the pros-
%erity and success of the IManitoba College.

uring our stay we visited a few of the sta-
tions in connection with our Church, inclu-
ding Kildonan, Little Britain and Heading-
ly, and met a number of the ministers and
missionaries. We came in contact—put our-
selves in the way of meeting—with all kinds
and clusses of people, even hailed passing
conveyances while driving along the prairie,
80 as to obtain as much information as pos-
sible about the country and especially about
the missions of our Church.

There is a dark, or at any rate a shad-
ed, as well as a bright side to the coun-
try. There are disadvantages not a few.
There is mud, there are miosquitoes, there
is considerable wet land, there are places
where the water is neither over-plentiful
nor over-good, there is a scarcity of fuel
in certain districts and a great distance
from markets in others, there are large
quantities of land in the hands of spe-
culators, interfering sadly with the planting
of schools and mission stations at convenient
distances to the settlers; but,on the other
hand, there is abundance of fertile land suffi-
cient to sustain many millions of industrious
settlers, a fine bracing and invigorating at-
mosphere and a healthy climate. While the
immigration during the present year has
been greatly exaggerated, there is good rea-
son to hope that the population will double
itself every few years, and the probability is
that before the close of the next half centu-
ry the population west of Lake Superior will
equal the present population east of it.

The Protestant population is said to be
largely Presbyterian, and especially is this
true of the immigrants of recent years. Other
religious bodies are putting forth vigorous
efforts to take possession of the country,—
notably the Methodists who have this year
located two of their best organizers in Win-
nipeg and Emerson,—and unless our Church

is alive to the importance of the work and to

the necessity of immediate vigorous action
we will assuredly lose ground which it will
be difficult, if not impossible, afterwards to
regain. Without entering upon deteails or
giving expression to our convictions as to
the past policy of the Church we may re-
mark that we iear our people do not aright
appreciate the situation and have but a faint
idea of the herculean task which lies before
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us in supplying Gospel ordinances to the
scores of new settlements in the vast North-
west. Very important as is the service which
has been rendered by Dr. Black, Professors
Bryce and Hart, Rev. Mr. Robertson and
others, in laying the foundation of Preshyte-
rianism 1in the new Provinces, there is now
2 work to bo done which they alone cannot
possibly accomplish, viz: that of exploring
new tields, systematically organizing Stations
and, generally, supervising the whole Mission
operations of the Presbytery. The time has

come, we are persuaded, when the Church
sbould &ppoint & Su erintendent of NS0

and talents to the work, with special qualifica-
tions Tortt;a man of shrewd business capacity
pointmer end not only to the effic:

iency of the work, it would be true economy,
and in our opinion has become a necessity.
‘We are also strongly convinced, in the inter-
ests of our worl, of the need of appointing
& Theological Professor in Manitgba College.
or the tramning of missionaries for the North
West. One most important service our
Theological Seminaries have rendered in the
older Provinces has been the regular supply
in the summer, and occasional supply in the
winter, of mission stations, which could not
have been kept salive but for such services at
the hands of students in training for the min-
istry. It is safe to say that at least one third,
if not fully one half, of the settled chargesin
our Church to-day became such largely
through efforts of this kind. Important as
has been the service thus rendered by our
Theological Colleges in the older Provinces
and necessary as these Colleges have been in
this respect, much more important service
may be expected from the establishment of a
Theolgical College in Winnipeg, and at least
equally necessary is such a College from
this standpoint. And this is only one of
several reasons that can be given for the ap-
pointment of & Professor of Theology in
Manitoba College. Should the Church—from
fear of the requisite means, not being forth-
coming,hesitate to appoint both a Superinten-
dent of Missions and a Theological Professor,
the two offices might as & temporary arran-
gement be combined for a year ortwo. We
have little doubt however of the money being
forthcoming if proper steps are taken to
secure it. We know of no department of
the Church’s work which presents a stronger
claim upon the Home Churches than this.
Many of the immigrants are Presbyterians,
who have come direct from Scotland and the
North of Ireland, and surely it is the boun-
den duty of the Churches of the Fatherland,
to care for the spiritual interests of those
whohave gone out from their midst to settle
in the western provinces of this Dominion.

A larger question, and one with which the
Church will have to grapple ere long, is the
question of the general administration of
Mission work in the Nortlh West. Should it
continue to be administered by the Home
Mission Committee us now constituted, or
should it be placed under tho care of a special
(‘ommittee,charged with the obtaining offunds
and, generanlly, the furtherance of Presbyte-
rian interests in Manitoba and the North-
West ?

The Cieneral Assembly of 1879 voted down
a motion 10 1t & memeer of thv I'tesbytery
of Manitohaon the ITomo Miszion _(ommittee,
by it tee consisting of at leust one member
from every one of the other Presbyteries of
the Church. At last Assembly a change was
made and one representative from Manitoba
placed on the Committee. [s not the question
worthy of serious consideration whether the
mission work in that vast and rapidly settling
territory would not be more efficiently ad-
ministered, if not by a special Committee
distinet from the Assembly’s lome Mission
Board as now constituted, at least by cne
containing a much larger representation of]
those residling in the country and thoroughly
familiar with the field, and with a due
appreciation of its growing importance and
its ever increasing wants? While there is
reason for gratitude to God for what the
Church has already been enabled to accom-
plish, in the way of supplying religious
ordinances to the settlers in these new Prov-
inces, there i3 abundant room for increased
liberality on the part of our Christian people,
in enabling whatever Committee may conduct
the work, o prosecute it with greater energy
and wisdom and zeal than ever before. The
future of our Church in the North-West,—
the future of the North-West itself—depends,
under (God, in no small measure upon the
policy adopted, and the efforts put forth by
the Presbyterian Church in Canada during
the next ten years.

While in Manitoba we were brought into
contect with the three great departments
of the Church’s Mission work, viz:—Home,
French Evangelization, and Yoreign. The
Committees charged with the conduct of
every one of these three schemes have one
or more Missionaries in the Presbytery of
Manitoba. We met with several of the
Home Missionaries. We spent a pariof a day
in visiting Rev. W. Mullins,a Missionary of the
Board of French Evangelization, who labours
faithfully in seeking to make known a pure
Gospel to the French half breeds settled
at Headingly, La Riviere Sale and White
Horse Plains. We met with Rev. John McKsy,
5 missionany labouring under the Foreign
Mission Committee, among the Indians
near Prince Albert. Mr. McKay and family
were on & visit for a few weeks torelations at
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Kildonan, where we met him in thehouse of
Rev. Dr. Black., A day or two later we saw
him start off with his family and household
goods, on their long journey of 650 miles
across the prairie to their distant fleld of
labour. The sight we will never forget. The
Erocession was somewhat lengthy. It was
eaded by the Missionary and one of his chil
dren ina “buckboard,” nextcame acarriage
containing two of his daughters,then a caravan
with Mrs. McKay and the younger children,
then a waggon with provisions, cooking uten-
sils &c., for uss 1y the way, followed by awag:
gon with stores for future use, while in the
rear was & singular looking conveyance which
on a close examination we found tobe ahen-
coop on wheels, drawn by a pony. Poultry
being very scarce in the far North-West, the
Missionary thought it well to take a supply
with him. On the following day, Mr. Pitblado
and the writer, while driving on the Prairie,
again passed the cavalcade some 15 miles west
of Winnipeg. We wished much we had been
able to take a photogiaph of the scene so as
to reproduce it in the pages of the “ Record.”
Mr. McKay expected to reach his destination
in about four or five weeks from the time of
his leaving Xildonan.

Among other visitors we met in Manitoba
were Rev. S. Young of Clifford, Ont., Rev. D.
Pirrot of Glasgow, Scotland ; Mr. Geo.Hague,
General Manager of the Merchants Bank,
and Mr Joseph Mackay, of Montreal. The
last named gentleman is at present erect
ing a block of stores in Emerson. Mr. McKay
has on more than one occasion given practical
demonstration of his deep interest in Man-
itoba, and is at present devising liberal things
in connection with one department of our
work there.

On our way home we parted company with
Rev. Mr. Pitblado at Emerson. He was then
setting out with Professors Bryce and Hart
on a visit to the Mission Stations in the
Nelsonville, Rock Lake and Turtle Mountain
districts. Mr. Pitblado purpoted proceeding
northward from the latter district by way of
Grand Valley, Rev. G. Roddick's settlement.
Before leaving Winnipey he engaged his pas-
sage to Pringe Albert by the mail carrier,
whom he was to meet at Odanah, Little
Saskatchewan district, where Rev. J. Well-
wood has recently settled.

Hehoped to visit Edmonton, and,if possible,
Battleford, and to return home about the end
of October. We trust the Church will be
favored with his impressions of the far North

“West in an early number of the # Record.”
‘We cannot close these disconnected,hurriedly
penned jottings without expressing our heart-
felt thanks for personal acts of kindness, to
Messrs.Robertson, Hart & Bryce of Winnipeg,
and Dr. Black of Kildonan, to all of whom the
Church is under a deep debt of gratitude for

valuable and important services in the
cauge of Presbyterianism in the North-West.

Syl ('%mmgzlizatiﬁu.

,
X HE PoiNTE-ATX TREMBLES MISSION SCHOOLS,

recently purchased by the Board of

French Evangelization, wkh the sanc-
tion of last Assembly, open on the 15th of
October. At the date of writing (15th Sep-
tember) there have been received 110 appli-
cations for admission, which will probably
be increased to 150 or 160 befors the close
of the month. The Board are at a loss to
know what action to take in regard to these
applications because of lack of funds. The
average cost of each pupil persession is fifty
dollars, and it is earnestly hoped that a
sufficient number of Sabbath-schools and
private individuals will come forward without
delay and take up scholarships, that is, gua-
rantee the support of one or more pupils, so
asito warrant the Board in admitting as
many as possible of the applicants,

Every Sabbath-school or Bible-class be-
coming responsible for the support of a
pupil will have a particular boy or girl
assigned to it, concerning whose progress
reports will be furnished, and from whom
letters will be sent from time to time direct
to the Sabbath-school or Bible-class. The
following are all the acholarships thus far gua-
ranteed :-—(a.) From Sabbath-schools—Vank-
leek Hill, 1; Lrummondville, 1; St. An-
drew's, Chatham, Ont., 1; Wellington street,
Chatham, Ont., }; St. Andrew’s, Sarnis, 1;
Knox Church, Stratford, 2; St. Andrew’s,
Stratford, § ; St. Andrew’s London, 1; Chal-
mer’s Church, Woodstock, Ont., 1; McNabb
Street Church, Hamilton, 1; St. Andrew’s,
London, Bible Class, 1. (b.) From individual
Friends—Jas. Croil, Montreal, 1; A. D. Fer-
rier, Fergus, 1; and Mrs. A. McKay, Windsor,
Ont., 1. A total of 14. Whereas 110 appli-
cations have already been received from
pupils desiring admission to the schools.
The policy of the Board is to end each year
free from debt. Unless the number of schol-
arships pledged is very materially increased
during the next fortnight, ihe Board will be
compelled to decline most of the applica-
tions for admission. An average contribution
of one dollar per week from the teachers and
pupils of a Sabbath-school or Bible-class will
suflice to support a pupil, and it is conf-
dently believed that if an effort is made this
can be accomplished in many Sabbath-
scheols that hitherto have done littie for mis-
sions. The following is an illustration of
what can be done if the minister or Sabbath-
school superintendent will only make the
aitempt. Recently, the superintendent of
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*mall country Sabbath-school, numbering
out 40 scholars, in the Owen Sound Pres-
Ytery—that ot St. Paul’s Church, ¥ydenham
moorought the claims of the Pointe-aux-
'embles Institute before his school, and
Yithout any difficulty the sum of twenty
ollars wus immediately collected and for
Warded on behalf of the work. There is not
A Subbuth-tclionl in the whole Church where
Yomething could not be got if the superin-
ehdent or minister were to make the
Mtenmpt It is earnestly hoped that many
Ul do 80 at once and forward the amount
Teceived to the treasurer within the next
Ortnight, All schools or Bible-classes, or pri-
Yate friends of the work willing to guaraniee
' suppiort of a pupil, in whole or in part,
2re wrgently so'icited to notify the recretary
fore the "12th of October, that the Board
ay know how to act with respect to the
t"’!!e number of applications for admission
hey are daily receiving. Now that so manv
fench Roman Catholic young men and
I‘Omen sre desirous of being educated in the
Tuths of the Gospel, and are clammant for
dniission to the schools, it will be a terrible
OW to the work of French Evangelization
the door is clo-ed against them. -
be Rev. D. Coussirat, of France, has ac-
®Pted the appointment of last Assembly,
Ad will enter upon his duties as French
fessor of Theology in the Preshyterian
hellege, Montreal, in the beginning of Octo-
€ Colportage being now an increasingly
wmtant department of the work of the
ard of French Evangelization, Mr. Coussi-
™% will devote & considersble part of his
'Me to the training of men for this work.
¢ French-Canadian Missionary Society em-
loy & nuinber of faithful, selfdenying col-
Porteurs, As that Nociety ceases operations
‘b“\!'t the close of this year the Assembly’s
‘?ﬁird of French Evangelization are snxious
O’ Becure the services of seveial of these

Wourers, but euch is the present state of

"¢ fund (the receipts at date being $1,000

‘than at the corresponding period of last
"‘"} that unless libéral contiibutions are
Teceived within the next two months it will
lt.f!,}? vain to think of increasing the present

As illustration of the work being accom-
zllﬂx_ed by these colpo:teurs, and in the hope
vi Rurring up the fiiends of 1he cause to pro-
ide the Board with funds to enable them to
38eure their services, the following brief ex-
"cts are taken from their reports for the
Wonth of July :—
1r. W. rejorts hearing often the query :
by is it that you French Protestants are
Well educated, especially in religion 7"
'he day he met a man of advanced years
Cho told him that he bad given up the
ureh of Rome, tecause neither its services

nor the priest’s absolution had brought
peace to his troubled soul. And he closed
with this sad remmrk: “ Were I awav from
my parish [ would become a Protestant, but
for the sske of wife, chil.iren and business I
must remain what [ am ruppo~ed to be.”
Mr. W, gave him a Testament which he pro-
mised to read. Another day, during a
shower, he raw a priest aliyht in front of the
house where he had sought refure. ¢« My
heart beat faster as I saw him step in, and
the people were glad in the anticipation of a
discurgion.” On being shown a Testament.
the priest said it was a bad bnok, because
although appr.ved by the French clergy, it
was not by the Crnadiam clergy! Being
arked to make gnod this assertion, he de-
clined with visible embarr.ssment, on the
score of want of time. The people, aston-
ished at the conduct of the priest, kept the
Testament. In the County of Montcalm Mr,
W. was often aked whether it was true that
Protestants had no religion, but lived like
cattle,

Mr. G. reports being rudely fo: bidden en-
trance into the Marine Iospital, Quebeoc,
because of the fate St. Jean Baptiste,which bas
hented fanaticisin in an ineredible manner,

Mr. L. reports being driven throuyh a
whole village, fambour cattant, just like a
mad dog. In a house inhabited by a newly-
married couple, Mr. S. found a Bible. The
head of the family taking it from its hiding
place, said: “Sir, I have it—the Biz Book,
and oh! Iloveit!” In a registry office the
official politely refused to buy a Bible, pro-
ducing a copy of his own, at the same time
an ignorant man present began to insult Mr,
L., and a Jawyer looking on the whole scene,
was laughing heartily. But, as he became
interested he grew soberand thoughtful, and
at last bought a Testament in spite of the
displeasure of those present.

In Mr. V.'s report are several touching in-
cidents. One day he read fourteen times
the same chapters to different gatherings,
and each time some of the listeners were
moved to tears. On another occasion he
spent six hours in conversation with a dying
man. “8ir, +ir! do you think that Jesus
loves me and sees that I am sick? I have
prayed to the Holy Virgin, but I have na
answerl”

But the most interesting of all is that of
Mr. E. F. 8. Wewish it could be published in
full. In & house where he spent the night,
he was enabled to read and pieach for
hours. The head of the family, an educated
man, pressed him with questions, and listen-
ed eagerly to his explanations. At last he
acknowledged that he was tired of the
Church of Rome, whose teachings had not
given his soul eatisfaction. Another, after
listening for a whole afternoon, finally said ;
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%1 am as much a Protestant as you, sir, but
I must confess that I do not yet understand
this new birth of which you speak, which
would doubtless enable me to openly con-
fess Christ as my Saviour, but pray for me
that I may receive light and be enabled to
follow Christ, bearing my cross.” The head
of a very large family said: “I want to con-
verse with you, for I am now convinced that
Romanism cannot save my soul.” After dis-
cussing the errors of Rome, he added: “I
am no more & Roman Catholic at heart, and
and there are nearly one hundred families in
this parish in the same mental condition, but
are not strong enough yet to shake off the
yoke of popery.” What! not strong enough ?
4 No, because the wives of many of us are
against us, so that for the present, for the
sake of peace, we must remain as we are—
silent, but the day is not far off when the
Romish clergy will be crushed, for they have
deceived nations!” In a house Mr. S. met
with some thirty people who had probably
never heard of Christ. It was on the Sab-
bath, and although he could not offer them
Testaments for sale, he proclaimed the word
till six o'clock, when he dismissed the people
for tea. Some moments after they re-assem-
bled, and he preached to them till midnight,
and no one seemed willing to go. The next
day he visited them one by one in their own
homes, and ascertained with gladness that
their faith in Rome was shaken, and the
light beginning to dawn upon them. These
are but few of the interesting and cheering
facts brought out in the reports. Theyshow
the change that is taking place in the
French-Canadian mind, and ought surely to
stimulate the friends of the work to take
courage and go forward. The expense of
maintaining a colporteur is about $500 per
annum. Who will be the first to come for-
ward and assume the responsibility of the
support of one?

Here are several tried men, already
thoroughly trained to the work, whose servi-
ces are at the disposal of the Board. It will
be a matter of unspeakable regret if, frem
lack of funds, the Church is unable to engage
them all, Who will come to the help of the
Board in this important juncture in the his-
tory of French Evangelization ?

The address of the Secretary-Treasurer is
Rev. R. H. Warden, 260 St. James street,

Montreal.
Our PAew Febrides Wission,
LETTER from Rev. JosePH ANNaND
has been received by Dr. McGregor,

g’ dated Aneityum, June 1, 1880. He

with his family had arrived in Aneityum from

et

Australia on the 27th April — seveeteen
days from Sydney. Everythingat the Mission
was found in good order, the natives left in
charge having proved thoroughly faithful and
efficient. The hurricane which on the 23rd
January swept over the New Hebrides had
damaged the Mission premises on Aneityum,
but the natives in charge had dried every-
thing soaked with the rain, and thus pre-
vented much loss The missionaries were
most cordially welcomed on their return,
and public worship is attended with the
greatest regularity. Mr. and Mrs. Mackenzie
have returned, but Mr. McK. is not yet well.
The Synod was to be held at Efate. Mr.
Annand intimates that the Aneityum people
have resolved, now that their Bibles are paid
for, to make arrow-root for the benefit of our
missions to the heathen. They took up the
idea very heartily. Thus, Mr. Annand hopes
that in another year the contributions of
Aneityum will be added to our funds.—The
mission boxes from Nova Scotia arrived ab
Sydney just in time to be transferred to the
“ Dayspring.”

«THE NEW HEBRIDES AND CHRISTIAN
MISSIONS.”

Tuis is the title of a new book, just pub-
lished by J. Nisbet & Co., London, and for
sale by W. Drysdale, Montreal ; the Book
and Tract Society, Halifax, and other book-
sellers. The author of the volume is Rev-
Dr. Robert Steel, of Sydney, Australia, who
has been for several years the judicious an
efficient agent of the church for the New
Hebrides Mission. No man is better quall-
fied than Dr. Steel for the task of telling the
marvellous story of Gospel triumph in the
New Hebrides. He has known all the
Missionaries ; he has traversed the field ; he 18
intimately acquainted with every particulaX
of the Mission’s history. We can testify that
he has done his work with admirable taste
as well as with exemplary faithfulness.

The New Hebrides Mission has been iden-
tified with the history of our own chure
(though one of its branches) for over thirty -
years. In the Maritime Provinces the nam®
of GeppiE has long been a household word.
Though gone to his everlasting rest, hi8
memory is still fresh and fragrant, and his
name is indissolubly associated with the
glorious triumph of the Gosp>l in Aneityus-
The sunby isles of the Pacitic have beheld #
brighter light than that of the natural sub;
the Sun of Righteousness has risen upon
them with healing in his beams. ~When
Geddie first landed in Aneityum it was &
land of total, utter, abject moral darkness.
The manner in which the people of thab
island were converied to Christ is one of th®
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most striking chapters in church history,
ancient or modern. We may well say that
such triumphs are the very best demonstra-
tion of the truth, the reslity, of the Christian
Religion. The grand moral miracle of the
regeneration of a whole island was performed
by means of one man, with no weapon but
the word of God. This happened within our
owvn ken, not many years ago. Time has
proved the work to have been genuine. The
man who was the human agent told the
story among ourselves not only with his pen
but with his lips. Here, in the New Hebri-
des, are “evidences of Christianity,” better
worth studying than a hundred laboured
treatises. Here are men such as zealous
Williams and Harris, the stalwart brothers
George and James Gordon, the gentle John-
son, the cool-headed Matheson, the accom-
plished M’Nair, the sainted and noble
Donald Morrison,—here are these men giv-
ing up their lives for the Gospel's sake.
These men fell, four of them by the hands of
murderers, but others, like-minded, have
filled their places, and carried forward the
work of the Lord. We have at present in
connection with our own church, Mr. and
Mrs. Robertson on Eromanga ; Mr. and Mrs.
Mackenzie on Fate, and Mr. and Mrs. An-
nand on Aneityum. The presence of these
men in the field is proof enough that we
have not, as achurch, ceased to be interested
in the New Hebrides. Nay, we cannot cease
to feel a peculiar interest in these islands
while they contain the graves of our Gor-
dons and Mathesons and Johnson, and other
faithful witnesses for Christ.

We very cordially recommend- Dr. Steel’s
work to our ministers, and to all who wish
to become thoroughly acquainted with one
of the most interesting Missions of the cen-
tury. Dr. Steel will be remembered by
those who attended the General Assembly
in connection with the ad-ress which he de-
livered before that body,—an address of rare
power, comprehensiveness and eloquence.

THE CHINESE ZENANA.

In a recent issue of the REcoORD we gave
Mrs. Murray Mitchell’s account of the Zena-
nas of India. We now lay before our readers
an account of Chinese Zenanas, which we
condense from & paper by Mrs. Williamson :—

Every third person on the face of the earth
is Chinese, and every Chinese, woran is the
centre of a sort, of home. An imperial de-
cree forbids a woman to remain unmarried
after her 18th year. Women of the middle
and upper classes are kept in careful seclu-
sion, and are uneducated, but their_treat-
ment is more kindly than that of Hindu

women. The best apartments and the most
comfortable articles of furniture are in China
always given up to the women. They are
not allowed to do field work or to carry bur-
dens. Lven in the poorest household the
women are not allowed to carry water.
‘When a man marries he takes his wife
home to his father’s house, and she becomes
a daughter of the household. Should busi-
ness call him to reside in another city, or
should he go to a foreign country, Lis wife
remains in the ancestral horae as a guarantee
for his return. The only case in which it is
not deemed unfilial to set, up a separate
establishment is, when a son becomes a man-
darin. Usually & man takes his mother to
the magisterial residence, leaving his wife in
the family house.

Polygamy is not allowed in China. There
are only two cases in which a man is permit-
ted legally to have more than one wife.
First, if his wife has reached the age of forty,
and they have no children, it is thought a
right and proper thing, indeed the first wife
is considered neglectiul of her duty if she
does not seek out a second. Generally the
choice of a successor is left to the first wife,
Many times I have been amused by a visit
from some matron of forty,leading the young
lady on whom she had fixed as a successor.
"This second wife has no acknowledged stand-
ing, there is no marriage ceremony, her en-
trance into the family being entirely a matter
of private arrangement.

The second case is when it happens that a
young man is the sole representative of a
large household. He is betrothed to two
women, the same date is fixed, a double
marriage takes place, and the wives bave
equal standing. This double matrimony is
not common. It is a matter of grave diffi-
culty to the Church when any®one of the
three becomes an applicant for Christian
fellowship.

The lot of a Chinese woman is at besta
very sad one. A song that nurses are fond
of crooning over their infant charges, will
give you an idea of the comparative feelings
with which the birth of a daughter is re-
garded. The rhyme goes—

¢ When a son is born
He is clad in purple ;
He sits on o throne,
He plays with gems,
His ery is fiercely loud.
‘When a daughter is born
She is clothed with a rag ;
She sits on the ground,
She plays with a potsherd,
Her cry is'a whimper.”

That infanticide is practised, and is not
uncommon, we know. 1t is more prevalent
in the large cities than in the rural districts.



]
N

974

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

In peasant villages food is more abundant,
and at a very early age a girl's services be-
come valuable. The Chinese have the good
taste to be ashamed of infanticide: for I
have seen street tracts, written by eminent
scholars, and distributed gratis; and some-
times posted all along the streets of large
cities, just as our advertisements are.

When a girl is five years of age, she has to
undergo the torture of having her feet ban-
daged. The suffering inflicted by this is
almost more than we would imagine., Many
girls die under the process. She isbetrothed
in infancy, and married without having seen
the face of her husband, and she is almost
always a stranger to his family. Imperial
law forbids couples of the same surname
getting married. Though in many ways very
harshly treated, a young Chinese wife has an
acknowledged standing, which the rites do
not allow to be set aside.

If you visited one of the zenanas, where

the rank is so great that the women are
never seen outside the women’s court, you
would feel yourself in an atmosphere of
comparative refinement. At the great door
of entrance to the women’s courts, you
would find on the left hand the wife of the
master of the household, on the right hand,
the eldest son’s wife. ‘These two ladies
would at once relieve you of your bag, para-
sol, &c., and hand them to a woman in wait-
ing, then each would take a hand, and lead
you across the court to where the eldest lady
of the household—usually the master’s
mother—is appointed to stand at the top of
the steps leading into the women’s sitting
room. There you are introduced to the old
grandmother, then you are turned round,
and you see that behind the two ladies who
conducted ypu thus far all the rest arve ar-
ranged according to rank. After introduc-
tions, all sit down. They ask your age and
reason for leaving home. ‘This leads to the
telling of the Saviowr. They listen with
deep interest. There are usually over twenty
women in an ordinary household, sometimes
as many as fifty. The Chinesé women are
thoroalghly industrious, the idle being de-
spised.
pFilial piety is the distinguishing virtue of
the Chinese, and this is pushed so far that it
goes over to a corresponding vice. The
great evil, “worship of ancestors,” is their
strongest, nay, almost their only religious
sentiment. It has its root in filial piety,
and a patriarchal system of living is a neces-
sary part of this worship. It is the duty of
the women to see that no deceased ancestor
js without the means of existence, and of
making & fair appearance in the “ World of
Shades.”

Belief in the existence of the soul after
death is very decided ; yet it is a material

existence—I dare not use the word ¥ immor-
tality.” In the minds of the Chirese, so
exact is the parallel between the seen and
the unseen universe—so perfect the corres-
pondence betwixt the two, that to them un-
speakably wretched is the future state of the
ggan who leaves no posterity to minister to
im,

The social pogition of tﬁe women is not
such & bar to Christianity as the deadly in-
fluence of this ancestor worship. Like caste
in India, ancestral worship in China is the
right arm of Satan. This worship is most
punctiliously attended to by the women of
the middle and upper classes. In one family
I was told— For some one or other of the
illustrious dead we burn incense, and spread
out offerings almost every day in the year.”
In another—“ The incense stick is never ex-
tinguished in our house.” Thus these poor
women are daily engaged in idolatrous wor-
ship. Christian women alone cen break
down this altar of materialism, and in its
place put the pure spiritual worsbip of Jesus;
they alone can, in those family circles, build
an altar where daily prayer and praise to a
loving Saviour will take the place of jthese
idolatrous offerings to poor dead and gone hu-
manity. Ancestral worship is sobound up and
incorporated with the family property, that it
seems almost impossible for a Christian to
share in it without also sharing in these
idolatrous rites. Christians have therefore
to forego their claims, and give up all inter-
est in any inheritance. We whe live in
lands where Christianity is reputable, know
not what some of these people give up when
they become followers of Jesus.

We have said that the women are the
priestesses of ancestral worship, and on the
day of the decease, when a basin of cooked
rice is placed in _the coffin, begins the
idolatry which seems to have no definite
termination. The worship necessitates con-
stant offerings of clothes, money, food, ser-
vants, horses, carts. These offerings are all
constructed of the most flimsy substances,
paper and bamboo. The money is in the
form of gold and silver ingots made of paper;
houses, servants, horses, carts, clothes, and
household furniture, are all made of paper,
beautifully painted, in exact imitation of the
real. These paper houses are large structures;
the servants and furniture are all place
in appropriate places, and they are conveyed
to the departed in the World of Shades by
being burned in the open air. These offer-
ings are more costly than the nature of the
material would suggest.

The only real thing provided for their de-
funct lives is the food, which of course can
be utilized. After being left iong enough
for the ghosts to get the essence, the gross
part is eaten by the household.



THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

275

Soreign Rission Report.
(WESTERN SECTION.)

XOUR Committee when they entered on
their duties last year, cheriched the

hf{pe that they would be able to present to
s General Assembly a Report in some res-
Pects more favourable than they have now to
Submit. But while these hopes have not been
ully realized, the review of the year’s work
Fings up nothing which need either seriously
seourage or greatly alarm the Church in the
Progecution of that woik to whichit is called,
Alike by the command of Christ and by the
Indication of (iod's Providence. Considera-
¢ financial embarrassment as been ocasion-
ed by the unlooked for increase which has
aken place in the expenditure, and difficul-
ls which have sprungupin connection with
b ® internal working of one of the Missionr
ave caused no small anxiety to those entrust-
%d with the general oversight of the work.
Ut your Committee are aware that they have
20 *eason to think that any strange thing has
efallen them. 'The records of other bodies
*ngared in conducting heathen Missions.
Supply too many parallels to both portions of
eIr experienc.
ut, while the Report is not in all respects
At your Committee coul | desire, it presents
ple grounds for thankfulness,  The work
Fy orf the whole, been steadily advancing,
o"w doors for Misrionary labour have heen
.sem’d, the Missionary staff has been
Yengthened, and the divine blessing has
Ot been withheld. It is also satisfactory to
"d that, if the contributions have not come
.f to the estimate made for the year, they
¢, at least, somewhat in advance of any
iweviously received for Foreign Missions.
€ work done, us in lormer years, falls into
ree departments.

“““MISSION TO THE INDIANS IN THE NORTH WEST.

twAt Prince Albert, on the Saskatchewan,
90 labarers have heen employed during the
ar. Rev. D. C. Johnson who, for nearly
8"(:% Vears, tanght the Mission School with
lida't eﬁicwnq_v. and 1endered very valusble
By In preaching the Go-pel in the various
hm"’ns in the rettlement, returned last au-
Py "N to Ontario. Miss Baker, who reached
) '}(‘e Albert short'y after Mr Johnsoun retir-
ael, 'om the field, has tuken charge of the
e;’f"L This lady was to have accompanied
karg) Donald Ross and his family to the Sas-
Cewan, hut when, owing to the state of
ealth, Mr. Ross was under the necessity
M‘:‘t"l’i”’ng short_at Manitoba, Miss Baker
i lorward to Prince Albert, and, accord-
8 o previous arrangement, occupied the

¢ in the gchool left vacant by Mr. John-

son. The high testimonies which had been
previously received as to her attainments and
efliciency as a teacher, appear to have been
fully sustained by the reports which from
various gnarters have reached your Commit-
tee of her success. When she went to Prince
Albert, the Committee promised a grant only
for one year. It has, however, been judged
proper to continue the grant for a second
year to the scheol, in the hope that, at no
J.stant day, means will be found to relieve
your Committee entirely of its support. That
the rchool is doing excellent service to the
community, and to the cause of Christ, is
unquestionable, but it is now only to a very
limited extent the kind of service which is
naturally associated with Foreign Mis-ion
ettort. The Indian work at Prince Albert
has, during the year, been conducted by Rev.
John Mackay, whose report is in some res-
pects the most encouraging which has been
received from that field.

Three stations, one on the North Branch
of the Saskatchewan, and two on the South,
have been supplied regularly. At Sturgeon
Lake, where the Indians are heathens and
had formerly refused to allow Missionaries to
come to their reserve, Mr. Mackay has been
able to maintain regular services, and been
cheered by the tokens of the divine blessing.
Four families have here been baptized during
the year. It is also noteworthy that Mr. Mac-
kay laboured at this reserve under greaf
disadvantages, owing to the Jack of a schonl-
house, or building of any kind, where the
Indians could conveniently assemble for re-
religious instruction. New ground was also
broken during the year »t a locality fifteen
miles farther up the Saskatchewan, where
the Indians gather in large numbers looking:
for work from the settlers. The services-
held at this point, in the house of a Presby-
terian resident, were aitended by an ave-
rage of about forty Indians. The Indians
who congregated at this point were for the
most part {rom the reserve of a noted Cree:
chief, named Mis-ta-wa sis, who with his band
evinced an earnest desire to place themselves.
under the spiritual guidance of the Presby-
terian Church.

(To be continued.)

Muca missionary work isbeing done among
the Jews. Eight socicties in Great Britain
are labouring for the conversion of this
people. The London Society for the Propa-
gation of Christianity among the Jews is the
oldest and largest. It alone occupies thirty-
four stations in the leading Jewish centres
in Europe and along the shores of the Medi-
terranean. It has also thirty six missionary
agents in Abyssinia. 1t has an income for
its work of £40,000 a year.
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A Page for the Foung.

A SUM IN DIVISION.

6)4186054
731009

OW many people are like this sum ? They
make a mistake at the very outset of their
lives, and they never get right to the end.
Every figure in this answeris wrong, because
81X times seven are not forty, but forty-two.
So in our journey through life, unless we take
Jesus Christ with us, every step will be wrong.
See then, young readers, that you have Jesus
Christ with you. Only then will you be safe.

“IT MAKES ALL WRONG."

“ Please, father, is it all wrong to go plea-
§;x§'n,1’g on the Lord's day ? My teacher says
it is.

“Why, child, perhaps it is not exactly right.”

“Then it is wrong isn't it, father?”

“0, I don’t quite know that; if it is only
once in a while.”

“ Father, you know how fond [ am of sums

“ Yes, John, I'am glad you are ; Iwantyou
to do them well, and be quick and clever at
figares; but why do you talk of sums Jjust
now ?

“Because, Father, if there is one little
figure put wrong in the sum, it makes it all
wrong, however large the amount is.”

“To be sure, child, it does.”

“Then, please father, don't you think if
God’s day is put wrong now and then, it makes
all wrong?”’

“Put wrong, child—how ? »

“1 mean, father, put to a wrong use.”

“That brings it very close,” said the father,
as if speaking to himself; and then added,
‘John, it is wrong to break God's holy Sab-
bath. He has forbidden it, and your teacher
was quite right.”

“ Remember the Sabbath day to k i
holyr ay eep it

—

“CAN THE LIKE OF US GET IN.”

Coming rather late, one stormy afternoon
in November, to the place where a children's
service was to be held, I was surprised to
find a group of little ones standing eutside
the door in the heavy rain ; apparently wait-
ing for something. They were strangers to
me, but as I came up three of them ran to me,
asking eagerly, ‘is there anything to pay to
get in 77

“Nothing, dear children,” I said; and in
the three ran at once.

But two little ragged ones, with bare feet
still lingered outside till one of them, shyly
asked me, “ Can the like of us get in?"”

Glad was T to be able to say, “ O, yes; all
are welcome ;" and we went in together.

But [ had learned a lesson from the child-
ren which I hope I shall never forget. They
had all been invited to come. They were
cold and weary outside. and they wanted t0
get in. The door was open, and a kind wel-
come awaited theminside. They kept them-
selves out by thinking the invitation could not
be meant for them—they were not fit to com®
in. Here, then, is my lesson: God has, 1
His infinite love, provided a rich feast, 10
which he freely and fully invites all. And
God’'s messengers are sent out to say, * 1‘&11
thingsare ready: come;”  Whosoever willy
let him come.” ¢ Whosover:" that means
you; you will never get a fuller invitation.

Reader, will you accept the invitation an
come just as you are ? And come now.

-

“GO BECAUSE IT RAINS.”

1 suppose that you won't go to the Sab-
bath-school to day, Luey?” said a mother,
one stormy Sabbath morning, settling hersel
to read.

“ Please let me go to day, mama; 1 want
to go because it rains.” .

#'Why, Lucy, that is my excuse for staying
at home. How can you make it a reason for
going ?”’ a1l

“Qur teacher always goes, mamma, 10
weather although she lives so far away.”

“«Well Tam willing, my dear, if you wea’
your school suit. Go and get ready.” "

But the mother no longer took any interes
in her book, but said to her husband (a 18%
yer), who came in from the library, ¢ Luc_yt
is going to Sabbath-school to-day because ld
rains, so that her teacher may be encoursg®”
by the presence of at least one pupil. S“I;f
pose we go to chapel for the same reason,
not for a better. to0

“ Agreed: I never could plead a causé .
to an empty court-room, and the mini8
must find it hard work to preach to empty
pews.”

PRAYER.

Blessed Jesus, we stretch out our hands
to thee. Come and help us. Put thine ar®®
of mercy and love around us. Lead us oD
journey of life, and as we go, help us t0, th-
glad and thankful, and ever to be thy f*}‘l‘“t
ful obedient children, and when thou s
prepared a place for us in thy Fathe o
house, come and take us there, that Whe
thou art we may be also, forever Wit
Lord. Amen.
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Price: 25 cts. per annum, in Parcels to one
ress. Single copies 60 cts. per annum.

PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.
S

Articles intended for insertion, must be sent to the
Office of Publication by the tenth of the month
at the latest.

ReMiTTaNcEs and all other matters of business to
be addressed to JamEs CroiL, 260 St. James
Street, Montreal.

WE take the liberty of inviting special
attention to the communication in this

Dumber on Maxrrosa, by the Rev. R. H.
Warpex. Perhaps we ought to say that the
article was written at our urgent request, and
Wwhile it is not necessary that we should en-
dorse Mr. Warden’s views in every particular,
We feel sure our readers will unite with us in
thanking him for the valuable tund of infor-
lation which he has given us respecting the
8reat North-West and the prospects of our
Church in that quarter.

DR Braikie may rest assured that hisappeal
on behalf of the Waldensian Pastors will not

unheeded. Certain amounts have alrea-

dy been contributed in Montreal and Halifax,
and there’s more to follow.

We thought we had made it as clear as a
Sun-beam, that we will not insert anonymous
Communications. Still they come!

Literature,

@,HE WESTMINSTER BIBLE DICTIONARY: pre-
Pared for the Presbyterian Board of
T3 Publication, Philadelphia, by the Rev.
brags Shepherd, D. D.: with maps and illus-
8tions : ‘p.p. 543, price $1.50. This compact
for Comprehensive work, prepared specially
Wo. the uge of Sabbath-school teachers, is
iorthy of their notice. It is full of useful

Ormation, quite abreast of the times, ex-

ceedingly well printed, and wonderfully
cheap. Address, Rev. Andrew Kennedy,
London, Ont. '

TLoveLL's Apvancep GEeocraPHY. Contain-
ing forty-five beautifully executed coloured
maps, is a long way in advance of anything
of the kind yet attempted in Canada. While
it is specially adapted for an educational text-
book, it is no less valuable as a work of
general reference. The price at which it is
published, $1.50, brings it within the reach
of everybody, and every family in Canada
should have it.

MouNTAIN AND PraIRIE.—A Journey from
Victoria to Winnipeg, via Peace River Pass,
by Rev.D. M. Gordon, B.D., of Ottawa. Daw-
son Brothers, Montreal, pp. 310. Price $1.75.
The appearance of this book is opportune
just now, when attention is so much directed
to the great North-Western Territories of
Canada; and the author has recorded his
impressions of the country through which he
passed in a manner that carries the reader
pleasantly along with him. While sparkling
with humour and anecdote, as becomes a
book of travel, it abounds with useful and
trustworthy information of great value to
capitalists and intending settlers. The maps
and illustrations are good, and the work as a
whole reflects credit on the writer and the
publishers, and is a welcome addition to
Canadian Literature. It is having a large
sale.

HyMNAL OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
CaNapa : Toronto, JaMes CAMPBELL & Sox.
The Church is to be congratulated in having
thus early provided for the use of its congre-
gations one of the best collections of sacred
hymns in existence. The number of hymns
is 349, and they are arranged and indexed in
such a way as makes a suitable selection easy.
The names of the authors are also given.
The 16 mo. edition of 316 pages, price 35
cents, in cloth binding, is tﬁe only one yet
published. It is & very convenient size,
printed from bold clear type on good paper,
and in every respect well got up. An edition
with the psalmsand paraphrases, will shortly
be issued. A committee of the General
Assembly has it in charge to provide music
suitable for the hymns, but we cannot tell
when they will finish their labours. We
understand that a large number of the con-
gregations have already adopted the Hymnal.

TRE CartHoLic PrESBYTERIAN, and THE
BritisH AND ForeiGN EvaNGELICAL REVIEW
are both at hand, from James Baix & Sox,
Toronto. The former contains some interest-
ing transatlantic notes by the editor, Pro-
fessor Blaikie. The latter has an able refu-
tation of “ Haekel on the Evolution of Man,”
by Principal Dawson, of Montreal.
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MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERIES.

Yanark-and Renfrew, at Carleton Place, 16th
November, 1 p.m.
Ottawa, Ottaws, 2nd November, 2 p.m.
British Columbia, Victoria, 6th October.
Miramichi, Campbelltown, 26th Oct,,10 a.m.
Quebec, Quebec, 2nd November, 10 a.m.
Montreal, Montreal, 5th October, 11 a.m.
‘Whitby, Whitby, 19th Qctober, 11 a.m.
Toronto, Toronto, 2nd November, 11 a.xa.
Truro, Truro, 12th October, 11 a.m.

ASSEMBLY MINUTES.

Mivyres for the several congregations have
been gent to Presbytery Clerks. It is hoped
that these will be distributed as soon as pos-
sible, Should the parcel not have reached
the Clerk of Presbytery, it may be well to cor-
respond with Dr. Reid. Sessions will please
apply to their respective Presbytery Clerks
for the copies that should come to them.

QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE.
KINGS

Tho 4Cth Session will be opened in_the Fncul;f of
Axts on tho 6th Ootober, and in the Faculty of Tho-
ology on 3rd Novembernoxt. The Calendar containing
full information as to Examinations, Graduation in
Seience, Axts, Mecdicine, and Theology, Scholarships,
Xecs, &c., &¢., also Examination papers for Session
1379-80. maﬁm obtained on application to the Registrar,
Rev. Prof. Mowat, Gananogue.

July 1sth, 1880, — J. B. MOWAT, Regisirar.

NOW READY!

HYMNAL
OF THE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA

PREPARED BY
COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

AKD
Approved and commended by the General Assembly.
16 mo. oloth neat. Price, 35 cents. For sale by all

Booksellers.

JAMES CAMPBELL & SON, ToroNTO.

“Your SUFFERINGS are almost over, mo-
ther,” said a devoted son, repeating those
beautiful lines : “And there shail be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain.” Triumphing
over the intense agony which racked the
frail body, she replied: “I shall be satisfied
when I awake in His likeness.”

“ ANp Y0U are soon going to your rewsrd,”
was suggested to an aged divine, after speak-
ing of his long life spent in the Master’s ser-
vice. I shall see my Saviour, and that will
be enough,™ was the emphatic reply.

Love For THE Saviouk must reign in the
heart of every true believer, and will even-
tually triundph over every other considera-

tion.



