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ADVERTISEMENTS.

Unlike the Dutch Process
- .
ther Chemicals

are used in the
preparation of

W. BAKER & C0.’S

\BreakfastCocoa

which is absolutely
pure and soluble.

with Starch, Arrowroot or
Sugar, and is far more eco-
nomical, costing less than one cent a cup.
It is delicious, nourishing, and EASILY

Sold by Grocers everywhere,

W. BAKER & C0,, Dorchester, Mass.
GIBBONS’ TOOTHACHE GUM

Prepared by J. A. GIBBONS & CO., Toronto
and Buffalo, N.Y,, and sold by Druggists. Price,
15 cents.

COUGHS, HOARSENFSS, ’
Pronchitis, La Grippe, Whooping
Cough, Croup, Asthma,
Pneumonia,

And for the relief and cure of all

Throat and !.Eng Diseases.
Ayei’s Cherry Pectoral,

Prompt to act, sure to cure.

I am hale and hearty and entirely free
from Indigestion since using

A0S TUTTI FRUTT

€nld by Druggists and Confectioners, 6¢c. Packages.

TO MOTHERS.

MRS. WINSLOW'S SOOTHING

has been used by Millions of Mothers for their
children while en-(hln, for over Fifty Years,
It soothes the child,softens the gums, allays
all palu, cures wind colic, and 1s the best
remedy for diarrhoea,

TWENTY.FIVE CENTS A BOTTLE.

No good blood is made
by the Dyspeptic. K.D.(C
makes good blood by re
storing the stomach to
healthy action. Ask your
druggist for it.

Free sample, guarantee
and testimonials sent to
any address. K., D. C,
Compnng‘. Ltd, New Glas-
gow, N.S., Canada, or, 127
State Street, Boston, Mass,

A PERFECT |
BLOOD - PURIFIER.

A purely Vegetable Com-
pound that expels all bad
bumors from the system, and
makes pure, rich blood.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magazine, you will oblige the
WORNOT v, a8 well as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement in THE BUNDAY S€HOOL BANNER.
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Christmas Carol.

When the Holy Babe was born
Angels, singing, woke the morn,
Chanting praises to our Lord,
Peace on earth and glad accord ;
For He came to set us free ;

He was born our Lord to be,
From sin and pain to set us free.

Star-led kings their gifts unrolled,
Myrrh and frankincense and gold :
From the farthest Fast they came,
From the North and South they came,
That all peoples of the earth

Should pay Eomuge at His birth,
Prince of Peace and Loed of Earth.

Prince of Peace ! alas, the shame
That the blessedness He came
Yearning to bestow on men

8till no nearer seems than then

We it is who hinder peace :

Through us sin and pain increase,

He would give the whole world peace,

Holy Babe of Bethlchem,

Number us, we pray, with them

In whose heart is echoed still,

‘* Peace on earth, to men good-will : "
That Thy wiil in us be done,

Let our will with Thine be one,

Then we shall not be undone.

| Is the Sunday-school “A Necessary
Evil?”

BY THE EDITOR.

| ON the affirmative of this subject our friend,
| Mr. Thomas Bengough, read a clever paper at

the Baptist Sunday-school Association in To
| ronto. The Sunday-school has been very much
| belauded and complimented of late, so perhaps,
f it is just as well that the other side of the shicld
| should be presented. Mr. Bengough's bold
| challenge will certainly attract attention. No
| one pretends that the modern Sunday-school is

by any means a perfect institution. We believe

that it is only in the beginning of its evolution
| toa much more perfect instrument than it is,

“ Faithful,” says the Good Book, ‘‘are the
wounds of a friend,” and we will let Mr. Ben
gough speak for himself. In humorous vein
he describes the inefficiency of some schools and
some teachers and superintendents and defects
of the library, with its books of the * whipped

| cream variety, easily digested, pleasant to the
taste, and ‘light’ on the intellectual stomach,”

| A heavy charge against the school is that it

| is often considered to relieve parents of their
personal responsibility in the training of their
children. We fear that this charge is too true,

| and that Mr. Bengough here puts his finger upon

| & serious evil. He says:

| ** During the school exercises outlined above,
where are the parents of these scholars who

Soromox speut his money for that which was | have been handed over for the time to the care

not bread, he found it all ashes and emptiness,
Every one shoulll bend over his ear to listen to
every word of God. The Samuel spirit is the
fitting and reverent aitude of the heart. A
whisper of Jesus shoul i bind like an iron chain.
Those who are one with Christ, by trusting in
Hun, have the promise of all blessings and
;wrciea. Jesus shares with them all that He
08,

of these teachers? Probably they are talking
oron a journey (for health, of course), or per
adventure they are sleeping and must be
awaked, They show the utmost confidence in
the ability, piety and watch-care of the teachers
by letting them severely alone. Occasionally,
on some special day, a few parents, havin

nothing better to do, straggle into the schoo

room and ‘ patronize’ the performance, giving
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it their countenance for a few moments. A
very few attend the Bible classes.”

Mr. Bengough points out that the
of the Sunday-school by Robert Raikes, “awak-
ened a desire to provide u better general edu-
cation, and thus the public day school sprang
into being. That the ability to read thus ac-
quired necessitated an increased supply of books,
and the Religious Tract Society was created to
meet this want. The demand which this
created for copies of the Scriptures led to the

formation of the British and Foreign Bible So- |

ciety and
has conferred upon the world.”
record for the Sunday-school |

But Mr. Bengougl thinks that the Sunday-
school has largely outgrown its uscfuloess in
that respect—that it is now a ** spiritual baby
farm.” to which careless parents send their
children in order to get rid of them that they
““may have a quiet snooze on Sunday afternoon. 0f
It is, to change the figure, very much like a
kodac camera, ** You
the rest.”
conscience of the parents of their responsibility
for the spiritual education of their children.
He asks, ‘* What percentage of parents know
even the name of the teacher to whom they
have committed the spiritual up-bringing of
their children ? Men are more interested in
the name of the man at the livery stable who
feeds and grooms their horses.”

He discusses the evils of children going un-
prepared to Sunday-school—they do not know
the books of the Bible, do not know the leading
events, do not know anything to make the
leseon interesting. The following is his

A pretty good

PRACTICAL APPLICATION,

What can parents do then to co-operate with
the teachers, and make the school better,
assuming that it be determined not to shut up
our Sunday-schools?

1. Parents can get acquainted with the teach-
ers, and tell them about their children—their
little peculilritiea‘, their difficulties, their sur-

all the blessings that that institution |

the

6. Parents might, could, and should help
Let the lesson

scholars to prepare the lessons.

institution = for next Sabbath form the selection for reading

at the family altar, and let prayer be offered for
help in the study of it. 'Then let father, or
mother, or both, explain the hard words, give
the story of the lesson in its relation to tie
book of which it forms part. Give some facts
about the lesson which cannot be found in the
Bible ; help the scholar to hunt up references,
ete,

7. Parents should hear each of their children
repeat tha Golden Text Lefore going to Sunday

| school, and on returning they should catechise

them on the lesson learned.
8. Parents should visit the school, should

| talk about the schcol to the children and in

press the button, we do |
It has almost entirely relieved the |

their presence ; and
"urentu should attend the Bible classes
where possible, or co-operate as visitors, or in
gome other way, with the teachers and officers.
10. Pareuts should take an interest in the
library of the school—get acquainted with the
books ; read them to their children, or better
still, get the children to read them aloud around

| the fireside. So with the Sunday-school papers.

11. Parents who have no time to give to their
children should drop lodges, clubs, politics,
business, or anything else that interferes as a
barrier to preven  he fullest, freest confidences
between them anu their children.

12, Lastly, parents should teach their chil-
dren the truths of God’s Word as fully and
independently as though there were no Sunday
schools in existence—which then would not be
if parents did this.

Withmuchin Mr. Bengough’s paper, wecannot
but agree, and we strongly commend the twelve

ints of his application above given. There
is, however, another side to the question, Of
course, in urging his reform he presents all the
reasons he can why it should be promoted.
But there are many parents, even in our con-
gregations—more’s the pity—who are ill-fitted,
orlnnt fitted nt. all, for the discharge of their

roundings. They can invite the teachers to
their houses occasionally, so that the teachers
may adapt their instruction to the home life of
the scholars.

2, Parents can pray for the teac hers, and see
that their children do so also.

3, Parents can speak a cheering word ocea-
sionally to and for the teacher, and to the child
they can show that they have sincere regard for
the teacher. They should not allow the chil-
dren to speak disrespectfully of the teachers.

4, Parents can co-operate with the teachers
in the maintenance of order. There can be no
true profit without respectful attention in the
clase, and parents are bound to command their
children to give their teacher a fair chance.

5. Parents might ionally bring togeth
in their homes the class as a class, with the
teacher, and spend the evening together in
mutual intercourse and fellowship.

responsibilities to train up their children
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
These children would be almost entirely ne
glected but for the Sunday-school.

The one great advantage of the modern Sun
day-school system is the enormous stimulus
which it has given to Bible study, and to the
preparation of short, terse comments and ex
planations of Holy Writ, whereby otherwise
ill-equipped teachers may be able to do most
efficient work. Light from every source has
been focussed on the sacred page. Whole com-
montaries have been condensed into fly "2aves,
which are scattered like the leaves of aatumn
all over the land. And these leaves, like the
leaves of the Tree of Life, are ** for the healing
of the nations.” We have seen in the heart of

the black belt in Alabama, poor, ignorant, but
pious, coloured teachers, gathering the children
around them, and by means of the cheap, simple




e b A e ol

. SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. . i

lesson helps provided I?' the school, enabled to
bring to the minds of the children the best
thought of the best Bible students of the world,

A corrective to the evils of which Mr,
Bengough speaks, we think, will be found in
the Home Department of the Sunday-school
work. To this we referred in the November
BaNNeR.  No subject received more prominent
attention at the late Sunday-school Convention.
We shall refer to this again. This, we be-
lieve, will enlist the co-operation of parents as
nothing ever did before, and will greatly react
in promoting the efficiency and success of the
Sunday-school.

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

Christian G ardian, wvck|¥ .................. 200
Methodist Magazine, monthly e

Guardian and Magazine together, 35
Magazine, Guardian and Onward. 400
The Wush?'nn. Halifax, weekly 150
sunday School Banner, monthl 060

Onward, 8 pp. 4to, weekly, undér 5 copies ... 060
b copies and upwards AT

Pleasant Hours, 4 pp. 4to, weekly, single copies 0 30
Less than 20 copies. .......... T 0

Over 20 copies .. ... .. srntrd | it OEE
Berean Leaves, 100 copies per month.. ...... 550
Herean Quarterly, 100 copies per month .. .... 6 (0
Sunbeam, fortnightly, less than 10 copies. .. .. 015

10 copies and upwards ... 8 . 012
Happy Days, fortnightly, less than 10 copies . 0 15

10 copies and upwards ... ...... 012
Quarterly Review Service. By the year, 24
cents a dozen ; $2 per 100, Per quarter,
centsadozen; per100.,...........ee.0. .. :
Address— WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Publisher, Toronto.
C. W, CoaTrs, 8. F. HugsTis,
3 Bleury Street, Meth. Book Room,
Montreal, Que, Halifax, N.3,

Sundap School Banner.

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EpITor,
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Our Sunday-school Periodicals.

The Sunday-school Banner for ‘94
will keep in the very forefront of the lesson
helps published on this continent, for full, yet
concise, varied and compreliensive illustrative
notes, engraved blackboard exercises and other
cuts on the Sunday-school lessons. It will have
full-page maps, which are so essential to a com-
prehensive conception of the countries referred
to in the lessons. The first of these will be a
beautiful radial key map illustrating the lessons
from Genesis and Exodus in the first six

months. It exhibits the wide region from the
Caspian Seato the Libyan Desert,from Mount Ar-
arat, in the north, to Mount Sinai, in the south.
It gives also a separate map of the rich delta of
the Nile, showing the land of Goshen, the
ancient cities of Bubastis, Rameses, ’ithom and
Memphis. Also special map of the Sinaitic
peninsula, It is printed in five colours, and
shows the physical character of the country as
** cultivable,” “*desert,” ‘‘sand " or *‘ gravel”
and ““ granite.”

These maps involve considerable additional
expense, but no effort or reasonable expense
shall be spared by publisher and editor in mak-
ing this increasingly popular magazine worthy
of the patronage of all our schools. Its size has
been increased from thirty-two pages a month
to fifty-fonr pages, without increase of price,
An octavo volume of over six hundred pages
for the small price of sixty cents, or five cents
a month, is certainly within the reach of every
teacher. Over one hundred pages of specially
prepared lesson helps for ten cents.

Onward—-Our new young people’s eight-
page weehly paper has been a great success,
Has reached already a circulation of 35,000,
and will be constantly improved, It is beauti-
fully illustrated, adapted for circulation amon,
the senior class of our Sunday-schools, Epwortﬁ
Leagues, and other young "people’s societies,
teachers, and in the homes of our people. It
contains also notes on the Sunday-school Les-
sons, and hints and helps on Sunday-school
work, suitable to the higher classes. It is
the highest of our graded series of Sunday-
school papers. Among the special features of
the year will be strongly written Serial Stories
and able Tem}.)ennce and Missionary Depart-
ments. Single copieu, or under five, 60 cents
per year each. Five copies or over, to one
address, 50 cents per year each.

Pleasant Hours —A weekly paper, four
pages, illustrated ; adapted for the intermedi
scholars of our Sunday-schools. Special pro-
minence is given to Christian Missions, Tem-
perance, and Patriotic Topics, and Short Tem-
perance Stories. Pleasant Hours has been con-
siderably enlarged during the year and will
print still more next year than during 1893.
Price, single copies, 30 cents per year each;
less than 20 copies, to one address, 25 cents
per year each; over 20 copies, to one address,
24 cents per year each,

By taking both Onward and Pleasant Hours
for the Senior and Intermediate Classes re-
spectively, a greater number and variety of
papers and quantity of specially prepared and
graded reading can be procured for the same
amount of money thanin any other way.

The Sunbeam—Four pages, published
every fortnight, is, as its name indicates,
bright, sparkling, and beautiful, with reading
a.mf illustrations suitable for the primary
classes, It contains short stories, simple

v
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poems, and easy lesson notes. Under ten
copies, 15 cents per year each; over ten copies,
to one address, 12 cents per year each.

Happy Days—Four pages, published every
fortnight, is of the same size and character as
The Sunbeam, and is intended, when taken in
connection with The Sunbeam, to form a weekly
paper. The price is also the same, viz., under
ten copies, 15 cents per year each; over ten
copies, to one address, 12 cents per year each.
By. printing these * solid " both Sunbeam and
IL])py Days contain a considerably greater
amount of reading than heretofore.

We confidently believe that there are no other
papers in exstence, of equal size, illustrations,
and general excellence, that APPROACH THEM in
cheapness. WE CHALLENGE COMPARISON.

They abound in Pictures, Poems, Stories,
Sketches, and to a Canadian, what should be the
greatest excellence, they are imbued with a
thoroughly loyal and Canadian sentiment, which
in tself s 'd be the strongest commendation to
their use i Canadian Schools.

The Berean Leaf—Four pages, monthly,
contains Lesson Notes, Lesson Hymns, and
Catechism Questions for each month, for dis-
tribution to the s. It is exceedingly
cheap, 100 copies for one year, #5.50, or b
cents per copy per year. o order accepte
for less than six copies to one address.

The Berean Quarterly will resume its
form of a few years ago, and will consist of

sixteen pages each quarter, stitched, and will
include ning and Closing Exercises, Review
Services, escr?ptive Index, besides the Lesson

Notes for each Sunday. Subscriptions must
be for three, six, nine or twelve months, and
begin and end with the regular quarters of the
year. .

The Quarterly Review Service gives
Review Questions, Responsive Readings,
Hymns, ete. Very popular. By the year, 24
cents per dozen ; $2.00 per 100 Per quarter,
6 cents per dozen ; 50 cents per 100.

£ The above rates include postage to Cana-
dian and United States post offices. Subscrip-
tions to Newfoundland and Bermuda will be
required to add postage at the rate of 1 cent
per 2 oz, Specimens will be sent free to any
address.

Graded Lessons— Schools desiring
Graded Lessons will find them in these papers.
The limplest of all, for the primary classes, are
in The Sunbeam. For the great intermediate
mass of scholars the lessons in Pleasant Hours
will be best suited. For the advanced classes,
Onward will be found in every way suitable ;
while the Commentary and full Lesson Notes
in TrE BANNER will be found specially adapted
to the Bible-classes and Sunday-school Teachers
of our Schools.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

The “ Methodist Magazine" for
1894.

WE beg to call the attention of our readers to
the announcement of the programme of the
Magazine for the coming year. It is, we be
lieve, by far the best and most interesting and
instructive announcement that that periodical
has ever presented. Many of its articles will be
of special interest to Sunday-school teachers,
senior scholars, and, in fact, all Bible students
and Bible readers. One of these series of papers
which will run through the year, ‘‘ Tent Life
in Palestine and Syria,” gives a full, fresh and
accurate account from notes taken on the epot,
of a journey from Hebron to Damascus. It
describes with pen and pencil all the sacred

laces, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Bethel, Samaria,

ain, Cana, Tabor, Nazareth, Galilee, Tiberias.
Capernaum, Dan, Mount Hermon, Baalbec,
Moant Lebanon, Beyrout, and gives special
prominence to the scenes in the life of our Lord
which are the subject of the Sunday-school les
sons for 1894,

The Rev. J. G. Bond, whose ‘‘Vagabond
Vignettes” of travel have been read with such
interest, will also discuss the important ques
tion of **The Site of Calvary— the Traditional
and the True,” ** The Rock City of Petra,” and
other important physical Biblical questions,
These questions will be illustrated with numer-
ous and striking pictures of the sacred sites and
gcenes of the Lord’s land.

Many schools, instead of library books, have
taken from two to forty copies of the Magazine,
as being fresher, brighter, cheaper and more in-
teresting and attractive reading than can be
procured in books, or in any other way, for the
same amount of money. It will be ?'urninhed
to schools for this purpose in quantities of two
or more at the rate of $1.60 each (for six
months, 80 cents) instead of $2, the regular
Erice——n reat reduction which is only warranted

y receiving large orders from one address,

A special feature of the Magazine will be its
beautiful illustrations. If these, some of which
are reprinted in this number, be compared
with Harper's, Seribner’s, or the Cen/ury, they
will be found to be much clearer and better en-
graved. They are specially made for us by a
great house in Zurich, in Switzerland, where
gome of the best engraving of the world is done,

Special prominence will be given in the
Methodist Magazine for 189t to ‘‘SocraL
Torics AND MoraL Kerorm.” These are

among the most pressing issues of the times.
Among the subjects treated under this head
will be: *“Prison Life in Toronto and Else
where,” * Hours in the Toronto General Hospi-
tal,” *“The Training of the Blind and of Deaf
Mutes in Canada,” *The City, its Sins and
Sorrows,” ** How to Save the Boys,” *‘ Hard
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Times, Their Cause and Cure,” ** People’s
Banks, or How to Save Money,"” ** The Rough
House, and its Inmates,” * Christian Social-
ism,” **The Emancipation of Women,” ** Social
Christianity at Work,” “ Profit Sharing.” and
the like.

Special attention will also be given to the
important subject of *“ Curisrian Missions.”
Each number will contain, as during the past
year, a striking paper, generally illustrated, on
some biographical or other study of Christian
missions. Among these will be: *‘Bishop
Patteson, the Martyr of Milanesia,” ** Mission
Work in China,” ** The Apostle to the Indians,”
““ New Japan,” *“ Women Workers in the Mis-
sion Field,” “The Martyr of Erromanga:
Missionary Trials and Triumphs in Madagas-
car " : also missionary papers by the Revs, Dr,
Carman, Dr, Su'.herfnml. Dr. 8. P. Rose, and
by & number of lady contributors,

Important papers on ** PorvurLar Science”
“The Achievements of Electricity,” *‘The
New Astronomy,” *“Our Molten (ilobe,” and
others, will be presented.

A number of serial stories of special interest
will be given, including Mrs. Barr's last story,
one of great power describing phases of Meth-
odist life in Cornwall. ** Spindles and Oars,” a
story by a Methodist minister’s daughter, de-
scribing life in a Methodist parsonage in Scot-
land ; ““The Dragon and the Teakettle,” a tem-
perance story by Mrs. Julia McNair Wright,
of special interest. Also short stories and
studies, by the author of the *‘Sticket Minis-
ter,” the Revs. Mark Guy Pearse, Dr. Geo.
Bond, J. V. Smith, D.D., and others.

Specially prepared articles will be given by
Chancellor Burwash, Bishop Ninde, Professor
Wallace, Prof. Reynar, Dr. Allison; and con-
tributions on subjects of vital importance are
also expected from the Revs. Dr. Shaw, Dr.
Douglas, Mr. E. Gurney and othars.

Another series of papers, with striking illus-
trations, of great interest on ** Light in Dark
Places,” by Mrs. Campbell. Among the other
illustrated papers will be: ‘“ Over Mount
Hermon,” and ‘* A Canadian Lady’s Adven-
tures in Greece,” a continuation of * Tent Life
in Palestine,” by the Editor, * Italian Lakes,”
““Climbing Monte (ieneroso,” “ Florence and
its Memories,” etc., ‘‘Over the Semmering
Pasgs. " *“ Through Styria,” ‘* Among the Gla-
ciere,” ** Round About England  Papers,”
“Greater Canada,” “ Grand Manan,” * The
Mound Builders,” etc.

The Magazine contains nearly one-tenth mor~
matter than formerly, being printed solid and
having more smaller type, than leaded as it
formerly was,

Methodist Magazine, per year..... %2 00
Guardian ana Magazine together .... 8 50
Guardian, Magazine and Onward to-

BN s v v siovsios wals L 400
Guardian, weekly ................... 200
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekly ...... 150

Report of Secretary of Sunday-
school and Epworth League
Board.

Tue comparison of the minutes of the Con-
ference this year with those of last year shows
the following very gratitying increase in almost
every particular :

Preaching appointments .. . ... 4,494
Increase . AR A 62
Schools ... .. ih alh 3,220
Increase 87
T'eachers and officers . 30,676
EREGIININ o0c iy sy 564
Ncholars ... ...... G 244,774
Increase ......... ........ 5,416
Scholars members of theChurch 53,935
BUCEIRE ¢ 5500605 k0 s iinn e 4,088
Convereions during the year .. 11,503
Increase .................. 1,246
Scholars learning the catechism 32,360
T I 211
Scholars who have taken the
temperance pledge .. ... 71,913
IIOPORIE < .0/ 5 o o0 b ox T v 0 222
Money raised for missions . ... $27,039.25
Increase .................. 782.97
Money for school purposes.... 127,182 78
Tncrease ..ok 012 17
Money for Sunday-school Aid
and Extension Fund. .. ... 2,748 21
T I LA seer e 241 71
Epworth Leagues to October . . 1,025
Increase since April, 1892 .. 278

I7 is gratifying to find that there is an in-
crease of 35,517 reported in the circulation of
our Sunday-school periodicals,

The increase of 87 schools and 567 teachers
and officers and 5,416 scholars is cause for
devout thanksgiving. To this grand success
the Sunday-school Aid and Extension Fund has
very largely contributed by making liberal
grants to new schools in the more remote and
newer parts of the country, If brethren will
kindly try to establish a Methodist school
wherever a handful of children can be gathered
and a loving heart found to instruct them, the
Sunday-school Aid Fund will help them to the
extent of its ability.

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AID AND EXTENSION FUND,

I know of no fund of so small an amount
which is doing so !aige an amount of good as
the Sunday-school Aid and Extension Fund. Its
income is about £3,000, yet by its aid during the
year 87 new schools have been established, and
about 300 more, in remote and destitute places,
have been assisted with hooks and papers. The
degree of destitution existing in many of these
places is difficult to conceive. 1 am continually
in receipt of letters of a most pathetic rature,
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showing the great straits under which our de-
voted missionaries labour, and their self-denying
efforts to break the bread of life to people who
are perishing for lack of knowledge, and to
train up the children in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord. A superintendent in
Newfoundland writes that to raise funds
for the school the teachers have gone around
and begged fish from the people, which they
expected to sell for 57, and asks help for thei

school. [Schools are expected to pay, if possible, |

one-half the value of the grant they receive.]

In many places instead of having the surfeit
of books and papers which many possess,
these Sunday-school papers are almost the only
reading of any sort that they get. By means
of this Society schools have been planted, out
of which in many places churches have grown,
among the fishing villages along the stormy
coasts of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, in
the lumbering settlements of New Brunswick
and the Upper Ottawa, among the scattered
farmsteads and ranches of Manitoha and the
vast North-West Territories, and among the
mining camps of British Columbia. I get many
letters which touch my eyes to thankfulness
and tears, expressing the good which is being
accomplished by means of these papers, from
such remote and lonely places as Topsail Har-
bour, Nipper's Cove, Seldom Come-by Inlet, in
Newfoundland, and from Red Bay, Labrador,
to the Upper Skeena and Naas River on the
borders of Alaska, By these means many
devoted Sunday-school workers are aided and
cheered, who, in isolation and loneliness, far
from the knowledge of the praise of men, but
not unnoticed by the eye of (iod, are seeking
to lay broad and sure and stable the foundations
of the commonweal in righteousness and truth
and the love and fear of (iod—the great
principles which are the corner-stone of our
national greatness and which are the pledge of
the stability of our institutions.

It will be observed that though there is a
steady increase in schools from year to year,
there is also an increase in the number of
preaching appointments, and there are still
over a thousand appointments where no schools
are organized. In a very large number of these
which are chiefly in remote and mission cir-
cuits, there are union schools. In many places
it would be impossible to organize anexclusively
Methodist school. But year after year there
are an increased number of distinctly Methodist
schools being organized in connection with our
work. A most gratifying feature is the increase
of 417 in the number of schools which are kept
open the whole year.

Tt is a cause for devout gratitude that over
fifty thousand young people in our schools are
active members of the Church, and that 11,503
conversions are reported in the schools during
the year, but in tﬁe 190,000 who are not yet
enrolled in the books of the Church there is »
hopeful field for training in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.

TEMPERANCE IN THE SCHOOL.

Nearly 80,000are reported as having taken the
pledge, ‘making a very respectable army, and
will doubtless greatly mould the future of the
(Church. We trust that superintendents and

| teachers will do all in their power to get all the
| children enrolled : thus will be trained up a
| mighty army who, in a few years in the home

¢ | and at the polls, will do much to drive out of

| the community that crime against humanity
and sin against God, the sale of intoxicating
liquors. Our publishing houses at Toronto,
Montreal and Halifax issue pledges in many
forms. In the Sunday-school class book is also
a form of pledge, in which every teacher should
induce the young people in his class to inscribe
their names.

The number learning the catechism exhibits
a slight decrease and the number is much too
small. A committee has the revision of the
catechism in hand to somewhat simplify it.
We trust that the new catechism wilr be far
more extensively taught our young people.

THE EPWORTH LEAGUE.

Over one thousand Epworth Leagues have
also been organized in less than four years.
These are proving a vigorous auxiliary to the
Church in carrying on aggressive Christian
work, especially among its young people.

It is a matter for devout thanksgiving that in
the four years that have elapsed since the
organization of the League in the United States
and Canada not less than one million Methodist
young people have been enrolled in its ranks
and organized into vital and vigorous auxiliaries
of the Church, for Christian culture and for
Christian service. If in four short years this
new organization has reached such magnitude
and accomplished such results, what may not be
expected of it in the near future? Molttﬂought-
ful minds in Methodism on both sides of the line
regard it as one of the most hopeful auguries of
the future of our Church in these lands and
throughout the world.

It is believed that the youthful consecration
of these sons and daughters of the households
of Methodism will intensely react in deepening
the spirit wlity, broadening the intelligence,
intensifying the loyalty, guiding the zeal, and
in consecrating the givings of the Church of
to-morrow. As we look back on the record of
these four short years we may devoutly exclaim,
““ What hath God wrought!™ ‘It is the
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes!”

The remarkable growth of the Epworth
League is surely to %e regarded as the seal of
divine approval upon this organization, and isa
demonstration that it is indeed & child of
Providence, and that no mistake has lieen made
in its adoption as the authorized young people’s
association of the M. E. Church South, and
the Methodist Church in Canada. The Epworth
League stands, in the words of John Wesley,

for the broadest fraternity, and for the most




SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. vii

cordial fellowship with every soldier of Jesus
Christ.

"The following resolutions were passed by the
Joint Sunday-school and Epworth League
Board at its last session in August, 1502 :

RESOLUTIONS,

Whereas, the Sunday-school Aidand Exten-
sion Fund has, during the past eighteen years,
rendered very valuable service in the planting
of new schools and helping of needy schools by
the distribution of nearly $40,000 ‘in grants of
books and papers ; and whereas, there are many
without schools, and must so remain; and
whereas, the res urces of this fund have been
taxed to the utmost, and in fact overdrawn, in
helping to establish and sustain schools in re-
mote and destitute neighbourhoods ; Resolved,
That this Board recommend this fund to the
kind consideration of our Sunday-schools every-
where, that by their increased liberality it
may be enabled to more fully and efficiently
help the many deserving claims which are laid
upon it,

Resolved, That the marvellous growth of the
Epworth League in three branches of Method-
ism during the last four years, reaching the
grand regate of 1,000,000 of enrolled mem-
bers, calls for devout thanksgiving to Almighty
God ; that we regard this organization as a
special means in the providence of God for
deepening individual piety, for broadening
spiritual sympathy, for intensifying religious
zeal, for promoting co-operation in Christian
work, for cultivating deeper acquaintance with
the doctrines, traditions and heroic history of
our beloved Church, and for cultivating the
heartiest loyalty, not only to the local church,
but to that great connexion of which the local
church is but a part.

I the words of Wesley, *‘ with charity to all
and with malice to none,” in the spirit of
broadest fraternity and good-will, we urge
the young people of our congregations every-
where to enroll themselves under the broad
banner of the Epworth League, to adopt the
constitution provided by the General Confer-
ence, and to become fellow-labourers with the
pastors, the under shepherds in the flock of
Christ, in bringing into the fold of the Good
Shepherd the wandering sheep who know Him
not, and in seeking esrecially to feed the lambs
of the fold. Resolved, also, That we utrongly
urge, for the purpose of creating a more intelli-
§cnt acquaintance with the historic past of
Methodism in this land and in other lands, the
adoption of the cheap but comprehensivecourses
of reading r ded in the itution of
the Epworth League.

Resolved, That Onward, the organ of the
League, be heartily commended to the patron-

age of these societies as furnishing an important
means of intercommunication between these
societies and valuable helps, hints and sugges-
tions for their administration.

We have heard with great pleasure of the
great interest felt in the organization of the
Junior League, that important auxiliary of our
Epworth Leagues in training the children in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Re
solved, That we strongly urge the organization
of such Junior Leagues wherever practicable in
accordance with the constitution prepared by
the anthority of this Board ; and for cultiva
ting the heartiest loyalty, not only to the local
church, but to that great connexion of which
our churches are but  part.

Aid and Extension
Fund,

Sunday-sc!

SPECIAL prominence is given to the missionary
operations of the Sunday-school Board in pro
moting the establishment of new schools in re-
mote and destitute neighbourhoods, hy means
of grants of books and ppers from the Sunday-
school Aid and Extension Iund. In this way
498 new schools were established in the last
Quadrennium, and very many more, which in
all probability could not have maintained an
existence without the aid of the Fund, were
liberally assisted. Schools ntplying for aid are
required if possible, to contribute something to-
ward the grant given. In this way the schools
assisted have, during the last Quadrennium,
contributed in part payment for grants the sum
of §5,175, as against §1,822 during the previous
Quadrennium, being an increase of §3,353. The
grants last year were about $5,000

Within a very small fraction of the entire in-
come of the Board is disbursed directly for the
benefit of poor schools, there heing no expenses
of management beyond a small amount for post-
age and petty sundries of the kind.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS,

The following, oat of many scores of letters
received, will indicate the character of the work
that is being done by this Aid and Extension
Fund. This fund has been growing in favour
from year to year. The entire fund is devoted
to the carrying on of our Sunday-school work,
not one penny being diverted for expenses of
administiation, although this demands the ex-
penditure of a great deal of time and labour,

A missionary in Manitoba writes, May 12,
1803 : *‘This Sunday-school is one of several
struggling Sunday-schools on the prairie where
most of the scholars come several miles to at-
tend, and not one of the teachers lives less than
three or four miles away. The Sunday-school
helps and papers are a great hoon to such a
community.”

Rev. W. Swan, of Burin, Newfoundland,
writes: ** These papers are in my judgment
exercising a greater infl for good amongst
our people generally than any other class of
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literature ; they are prized and read by both
old and young, and to many they are almost
the only reading matter that can be obtained.”

A superintendent at Acadia Mines, N.S,,
writes thus in Dec., 1892: ** We are very poor
indeed, and if it was not for the help we get
from you we could not keep up at all, for I do
not think that there is a poorer mission in our
Conference, all through the stoppage, about
two years ago, of the principal works here. It
would take too long to tell you the struggle
that the minister and a few others have to
maintain the cause here.”

A correspondent in northern Ontario writes :
“T am more than surprised to see you not only
keeping up life, freshness, and ever-growing
interest in the reading matter, but a constant
improvement in the mechanical beauty of your
periodicals year after year. The day of judg-
ment alone will reveal the amount of good done
to hundreds of thousands of the youth of our
land by those marvellously cheap and instruc-
tive publications.”

A minister in north-western Ontario writes :
““I am glad to say our school is doing well. We
organized with one teacher and four scholars a
year ago; we now number seventy-five, and ex-
pect to reach a hundred before Conference. The
assistance from Sunday-school Ald Fund was
very valuable in giving us a start.’

Another missionary writes : *‘In visiting the
homes I found that many had not enough chairs
to seat their family upon. I found one family
of eight members living in one room, four beds
being in a room. I therefore, from what I have
seen, and from what I know of the people, confi-
dently a eal to you for assistance.”

From e\\ Brunswick : ‘I cannot find words
to express the welcome which these papers
meet in the schools, and also i in the homes from
which no scholars can come,

A brother in British Columbiawrites : *‘This
mission is over two hundred miles in length,
and we can get only a few scholars in a place,
but we must do what can to save them. Al
though a very hard field, we rejoice that the
work of God is making some advancement.”

Another missionary writes : ‘‘ To those schol-
ars and teachers who go on the Labrador, we
shall send papers, etc., during the fishing sea-
800, 80 as to keep them supplied with profitable
remluw matter.’

A minister in Newfoundland writes: ** You
have no idea of the great good being done hy
the supplies above named. Since my last, over
fifty of our Sunday-school scholars have been
brought to God and joined the Church, many

of whom arc grown-up young women, and a
few young men and boys.”
A minister in New Brunswick writes : *“The

people are all very poor, and not able to sup
port a minister, and they think the unext hest
thing i to keep up their own Methodist School,
and to keep Methodist teaching alive among
their children.”

Another minister in New Brunswick writes:

*“These precious papers are about the only re-
ligious literature ever put into some of these
homes. This fund is as truly a mission fund as
that which bears the name."”

Another missionary in Newfoundland also
writes: ‘““In some of the poorer homes, no
other literature—periodical or otherwise—is
ever seen. The parents ‘con’ the papers al
most as eagerly as the youngsters. Our enter-
prising Canadian Church is doing a grand work
in the gratuitous distribution of healthy litera-
ture for juvenile capacities. With many thanks
on behalf of one hundred and fifty delighted
children.”

A missionary in Newfoundland writes: “The
papers come as blessings to many of the homes
in this neighbourhood. A succession of bad sea-
sons have reduced very many of the families to
the extremest poverty, in which state they are
unable to obtain sufficient clothing necessary to
attend the ordinary means of grace, and to
these homes the papers bring the only bit of
Gospel they are able to obtain, exclusive of the
pastoral visitation. The thllllcn, many of
them, come short of life’s common necessaries,
to say nothing of clothes and boots.”

A missionary in Newfoundland writes : “*The
papers are a great boon to us, They are eagerly
sought after by adults as well as children, and
eternity alone will reveal the amount of good
done by them. Methodism has a hard fight
here. When going about among these people,
1 have often thanked God that I had papers
that I could give them so full of the Gospel
message.”’

From New Brunswick : *‘ I cannot find words
to express the welcome which these paj
meet in the schools, and also in the homes from
which no scholars can come, for surplus num-
bers from one independent school are promptly
distributed in the course of my pastoral visita-
tion,”

A missionary on the Island of Grand Manan,
N.B., writes: ‘“ Your Sabbath-school publica-
tions are considered by all classes here superior
to any extant, as far as we know. Youare do-
ing a glorious work for the youth of our fair
Dominion.”

An earnest missionary writes from New
Brunswick : ‘‘The school has all the appear-
ance of a glorious success, Up to date I have
collected back numbers of your soul-stirring
papers, which I have given to the scholars—
even the o/d papers have worked up an interest.
Thank God ! T expect the new ones to influence
many to gather into our schools.”

S <To—

WaeTHER God's omnipresence is simply po-
tential or essential in the sense of being coex-
tensive with immensity is a question with which
we need not trouble ourselves. The fa t is that
no creature can either be or go where God's
knowledge will not follow him and His power
will not act upon him. This to everyone is
practical omnipresence for all the purposes of
divine action,
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Book Notices.

A Physician’s Notes on Apostolic Times. By

£v. 8. V. Ropinson, New York : Hunt &

Eaton. Toronto: William Briggs. Price
60c.

This striking title is given to a brief comment
on the Acts of the Apostles, including a dis-
cussion on the personality of Luke, the sources
of his information and other aspects of the
Acts. The subject is treated with freshness
and vigour.

New

Revell

Bible Characters. By D. L. Mooby,
York and Chicago: Fleming H.
Company. Toronto: William Briggs.

This book consists of a series of studies of
Daniel, Enoch, Lot, Jacob, John the Baptist,
the blind man and Joseph of Arimathea, by
the greatest evangelist of the present, or
we think, of any other age. It is marked by
the homely shrewdness, sanctified common-
sense and intense moral earnestness, which
characterize every utterance of the author.

The Primary Teacher, With Helps and Erercises,
By Marraa VAN Marter. Introduction
by Jesse LymaN Hurusor, D). New
York : Hunt & Faton. Toronto: William
Briggs.

The parting admonition of the Saviour,
‘“ Feed My Lambs,” is becoming more and more
appreciated in the Church of Christ. The
primary class and the junior Epworth League
are attracting attention, thought and labour,
as never before. An experienced primary
worker gathers into this little volume a number
of hints, helps and suggestions on class organi-
zation, ways and means, methods and devices,
the class singing, praying, working, child
festivals, junior league, temperance, teaching
with illustrative exercises. It will be of great
value to every primary teacher or junior league
leader.

Bible Studies Covering the International Sunday-
School Lessons jfor 1894. The Pentateuch
and the Life of Christ. By the Rrv.
GEeorek F, Pentecost, D.1. Pp. 415. Cloth,
$1.00 ; paper, 60c. New York and Toronto :
Fleming H. Revell.

Among the many helpful and stimulating
commentaries published on the Sunday-school
lessons for the ensuing year, this volume will
doubtless rank among the most popular.
Sunday-school teachersand Bible students have
already learned to look for the annual appear-
ance of Dr. Pentecost’'s ‘‘ Bible Studies,”
which are intended to cover the whole Bible in
the course of seven years. The plan and typo-

raphical dress of all the volumes in this series
is uniform, and those who procure the whole
set will have a cheap, neatly bound, and con-

BANNER.

We
commend the present volume to our teachers
and senior scholars for its full, lucid, terse, and
skilfully combined exposition and exegesis.

venient sized commentary on the Bible,

Illustrative Notes, 1894. A guide to the study
of the Sunday-school lessons, with original
and selected comments, methods of teaching,
illustrative stories, practical applicati
notes on castern life, library reference
maps, tables, pictures and diagrams. Dy
Jesse Lymay Horwsur and RoBerr Rem
ixaToN Donerry. Pp. 396, octavo. New
York: Hunt & Eaton, Toronto: William
Briggs. Price §1.25.

8

This handsome volume is an illustration of
the noble advance which has been made in the
preparation of Sunday-school helps under the
impetus of the International Lesson System.
The editora seem to have aimed at surpassiog
any previous volume. The notes are very full,
and the range of illustration is wide, including
citations from nearly four hundred authors.
There are also many maps, charts, diagrams,
and black-board exercises, and specially en-
graved pictures illustrating the lessons. With
the monthly visits of the BANNER supplemented
by this book, any teacher will have ample
apparatus for ths teaching of the lesson.

Manual for Church Officers. By D. H. Dygg,
D.D. New York: Hunt & Eaton. Toronto:
William Briggs.

This is a well-considered and well-written
book on an important subject. It treats first
the responsibilities and rewards of official
membership in the Methodist Church, their
relation to each other, to the pastor, and to
their own religious life ; the specific duties of
official members, of ministers, of local
¥rea.chcrs, Sunday-school  superintendents,
ipworth League leaders, stewards, trustees,
etc. There are also chapters on lay organization
of the different churches, Methodist, rotestant
Episcopal, Presbyterian and Baptist, by Pro-
fessor Little and others.

On the religious life the following excellent
points are made : ‘“ The official member must
be a nobler and holier man than before. Church
work in itself does not sanctify. Our great
need is spiritual-mindedness. How shall a
busy man to an already burdened mind add
the cares of the church and retain this spiritual
mind ? As all men do, only by prayer and sub-
mission of the whole being to God, by study of
His word and personal work for their fellow-
men ; and verily they shall have their reward.
Their work is the greatest committed to human
hands.”

These words apply with special force to the
great army of Sunday-school teachers who are
doing 8o much to lay the foundations of a
nobler civilization, and a greater manhood and
womanhood, than the world has ever seen.
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Praying and Working : Being Some A ccount of

What Men Can Do When in Earnest, By the
Rev. WiLLiam FLeming Stevesson, Dublin,
New York : The Order of St. Christopher,
Toronto : William Briggs. Pp. xiv.-411,

The stories of Christian philanthropy and
Christian missions told in this book have more
than the interest of romance. Immanuel
Wichern’s *“ Rough House” at Hamburg has
been the inspiration of Bowman Stephenson,
Dr. Bernardo and others, in rescuing the boys
from slum life to honest industry. But the
tierman Brothers of the ‘ Inner Mission,” we
think, have not yet found their counterpart in
any English-speaking community except in the
Brotherhood of St. Christopher, at the
Burnham Industrial Farm, New York, by
whom this book is published. ,

In what would seem the uncongenial soil of
this new world, has been successfully estab-
lished one of these loving Protestant {mther-
hoods which is working out by metiods of
Christian love, the salvation of rough lads,
either criminal or of criminal tendencies, and
training them to uprightness and industry.

The story of Theodore Fliedner and his
deaconesses is more familiar and even more
remarkable. John Falk and John Gossner are,
or were to many of us before this account was
published, mere names and nothing more, if,
indeed, they were even names. The narrative
of the wonderful achievement of Louis Harms,
in Christian labour and missionary work, is one
of the most remarkable in the volume.

Literary Notes.

The Missionary Review of the World for
November. The marvellous story of * Met-
lakahtla,” the centre of early missionary work
among the Indians of Canada and Alaska, is
graphically told by Rev. D, L. Leonard ; and
Dr. Sutherland follows with a comprehensive
and interesting paper‘on ‘‘ Missions Among
the Chinese in America,” Published monthly
by Funk & Wagnalls Company, 18 and 20
Astor Place, New York, at $2.00 a year.

Late numbers of 7'he Living Age have many
articles which few would willingly leave unread.
Among the most striking are ‘‘ A Visit to
Prince Bismarck,” by George W. Smalley ;
‘“ Ethics and the Struggle for Existence,” {y
Leslie Stephen ; ‘‘ Some Ruskin Letters,” by
(eorge Stronach ; ‘“ The Fall of The Ancient
Regime ”; *‘John Ruskin”; *The Tuscan
Nationality,” by Grant Allen; ** American
Life through English Spectacles,” by A. S.
Northcote ; *‘ Under British Protection,” by
J. Theodore Bent ; etc., ete. The names of the
authors are asufficient guarantee of the value of
their papers. The subscription price is $8.00 a
vear. Address Littell & 80., 31 Bedford St.,
Boston, Mass.

Opening and Closing Services.

FOURTH QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE.
L Silence.
II. The Gloria; or, the Doxology (all standing).
II1. The Lord’s Prayer (all standing).
IV. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. O how I love thy law;

School. 1t is my meditation all the day.

Supt. Open thou mine eyes,

School. E‘ehnt I may behold wondrous things
out of thy law.

Supt. 1 will walk at liberty ;

School. For 1 seek thy precepts.

Supt. The law of thy mouth is better unto me

School. Than thousands of gold and silver.

Supt. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,

School. And a light unto my path.

V. Singing,
VI. Prayer.
VII. Responsive Reading of the Scripture ap-

ropriate to the Sunday School Lesson
or the day.

LESSON SERVICE.

I. Class Study of the Lesson.
11. Singing Lesson Hymn.

111, Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion.

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson. [Special les-
sons in the Church Catechism may here be in-
troduced.]

CLOSING SERVICE.
1. Singing.
II. Responsive Sentences,

Supt. Now unto him that is able to keep {on
from falling, and to present you faultless before
the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

School. To the only wise God our Saviour,

glory and majesty, dominion and power,
Supt. Both now and ever. Amen.

II1. Dismission.
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[NTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE EPISTLES.

A. D, 45.] LESSON X.

GOLDEN TEXT.
Authorized Version.
16-27. [ Commit to memory verses
26, 27.)

16 Iro not err, my beloved brethren,

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, und cometh down from'the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning.

1% Of his own will begad hie us with the word of
trath, that we should be i kind of first fruits of his
creatures,

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every
wan be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to w rath':

20 For the wrath of man worketh not the right-
cousness of God.

21 Wheretore lay apart all filthiness and super-
fluity of naughtiness, and reeeive with meekness
the m"mﬁ(nl word, which is uble to save your
.~nul~
2 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers
deceiving your own selves,

James 1,

16

nuh

4 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a |

ll(’(’ he is like unto a man beholding his natural
fuce in a glass :

24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way,
and straightway forgetteth what manner of man
he wm

5 But whoso looketh into the perteet law of
leu rl) and continueth therein, he being not a for-
vetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man
shall be blessed in his deed.

26 If any man among you seem to be religious,
und bridleth not his tongue, but deeciveth hixown
heurt, this man's religion i vain.

27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and
the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and
ows in their affliction, and to keep himself un-
ted from the world.

GRATEFUL OBEDIENCE.
We love him, because he first loved us.

|

[Dee. 3.
1 John 4. 19.

Revised Version.

16 Benot deceived, my beloved brethren. Every
17 good gift and every perfect boon is from above,

coming down from the Father of lights, with
whom can be no variation, neither shadow that
is cast by turning. Of his own will he brought
us forth by the word of truth, that we should
be o kind of first fruits of his creatures,

Ye know thig, my cloved brethren,  But let
every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow
to wrath : for the wrath of man worketh not the
righteousness of God. Wherefore putting away
all filthiness and overflowing of wickedness, re-
ceive with meekness the implanted word, which
is able to save your souls, But be ye doers of
the word, and not hearers only, deluding your
23 own selves. For if anyone is a hearer of the
word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man be-
holding his natural face in a mirror: for he be-
lioldeth himself, and goeth away, and straight-
way forgetteth what manner of man he was.
But hic that looketh into the perfect law, the law
of liberty, and so continueth, being not a hearer
that forgetteth, but a doer that worketh, this
man shall be blessed in his doing.  1f any man
thinketh himself to be religious, while he bri-
dleth not his tongue but deceiveth his heart, this
7 man’s religion is vain, Pure religion and un-

defiled befor: our God and Father is this, te

visit the fatherless and widows in their afflic-
tion, and to keep himself unspotted from the
| world,

]

19

21

26

TIME.— Written (perhaps) in A, D,

DOCTRINAL St
changeableness of God.

HOME READINGS,

+GESTION.—The un-

M. Grateful obedience,  James 1, 16-27.
7w Remember and do.  Deut. 4 1-8.
W. God's requirement.  Micah 6, 1-8.

Th. Nearing and doing.  Luke 6, 45-49,

F Fruit-bearing.  John 15, 1-14,
8. Unworthy example. Matt, 23, 1-12,
8. The true motive.  Rom, 6. 11-18,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 169, New Canadian Hymnal.
As pants the hart for cooling streams,

45, |
PLACE.—Thix epistle was written from Jeru-

salem by James, the Lord’s brother, to the Jewish |
disciples of Christ throughout the Roman Empire. |

No. 165, New Canadian Hymnal.

Work, for the night is coming,

Work through the morning hours,

No. 166, New Canadian Hymnal,

Now, the sowing and the weeping,

Working hard, and waiting long.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Father of Lights, v. 17-21.

By whom, when, and for what purpose was th's
epistle written?

Who was its author ¢

What reason for hearing and doing the word is
given in verse 172
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How should we hear and spe; uk ¢
What should we * lay apart "
In what spirit should we receive God's word ¢
What ix the word here called? (Verse 21,)
How does the word save our souls?

2. The Law of Liberty, v.
Why should we do as well as hear llu word ¢
To what is the mere hearer likened, and

wherein ¥
What illustration of this is found in Rev. 3.

14-18¢
What law is here spoken of, and what is it
called {
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What shall be the resulv of doing ns well as 1

hearing ¢

What is the prevailing trait of a vain religion ?
3. The Pure Religion, v. 27.

Hew is a genuine religion shown ¢

What may we leurn from the phras. ¢ unnpolted
from the world 2"

What was said about the lifework of our Lord ?

Practical Teachings.

What are here shown—
1. As the characteristics of a false religion?
2. As the characteristics of a true religion ?
8. As the results of a true religion

Hints for Home Study.

1. How many of the leaders of the primitive
Ohurch were named James, and which of them
wrote this epistle ?

2. Find what you can concerning the life and
death of this apostle.

8. Collect the figures of speech used in this les-
son, and defino each.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Father of Lights, v. 17-21.

From whom do all good gifts come?

Who is ** the Father of lights 1"

What is said of his character?

Why and how did he beget ust

In what should we be quick, and in what
slow ?

What eannot man's wrath work ?

What should be laid aside?

What should be meekly received

Ilow are we saved through the truth? (1 Thess.
2,13.)

2. The Law of Liberty, v. 22-26,
What is necessary beyond hearing the word
To what is a non-doer likened?
What does such a one forget #
What man is pronounced blessed
‘W hose religion is vain#
Who is the perfect man? (James 8. 2.)

'he Pure Religion, v. 27.

What is pure religion ?

Before whom is this shown ?

How does Jesus deseribe pure religion # - (Mutt.
25, 35, 36.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we shown—

1. The souree of all blessedness

2. The sceret of all happiness ?

3. The way of usefulness ¢

Home Work for Young Bereans.
This lesson uses muny figures of speech to make

! plain the truths taught. Tell what is taught by

|

each of the following: the sun; the first fruits of’
harvest ; a mirror; a wild horse; the spattering

| ut‘mud on a rainy road.

What can you ascertain concerning the author
of this epistle

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who was James?  One of the apostles.

To whom was his letter written?! To the
churches abroad.

From whom do all good gifts come ! From the
Father of lights.

What did he send to his children? The word
of truth.

What does this word teach us to hear! The
truth,

To what should we be slow ! To wrath.

What does harm? The wrath of man.

What should be laid aside? All that is
wrong.

What should be received with meekness! The
word of God.

Who deceive themselves? Those who hear
God’s word and do not obey it.

What is such a man like? One who forgets
how he looks.

What is the perfect law of liberty ! The law
of God.

What man is blessed in his work ! The man
who obeys this law.

What is said of the man who speaks wrong
words? His religion is vain.

What is pure religion? To love God and the
neighbor.

Words with Little People.

Carelesa,
A Forerrrur HEARER 18, . Disobedient.
‘ Untrue.
Thoughttul.
A Dokr ok ™HE Worn 1s. . Earnest.
Loving.
Lesson Precept.
Be ye doers of the word.




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

626 [Dee. 3,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
BY ROBERT R. DOHERTY, PH.D.

General Statement.

James, who wrote the epistle from which this lesson is tuken, was called * the Lord’s brother” be-
cause of his close relationship to Jesus, which cannot, however, be certainly defined ; he |us been called
“ Jumes the Just” because of his devout fulfillment of the Hebrew law, even after he had become a
Christian leader. Tradition tells us that during most of his public carcer he was almost as profoundly
venerated by the unbelieving Jews as by the Christians,  During the life of our Lord, James, it would
seen, did not believe in him, and was not therefore numbered among the apostles ; but after the resurrec-
tion he took foremost rank in the infant Church, and was called ** Bishop of Jerusalem.” His epistle
contrasts strangely with the epistles of Paul, which, however, it does not contradiet, but complements,
Its spirit is that of the Sermon on the Mount, and its figures of speech resemble those of Jesus. Empha-
sizing good works rather than faith, and passing almost silently by the great doctrines of the atonement
of Jesus and his resurrection, Jumes shows with unexampled clearness the holy characteristies which
belong to those who have accepted that atonement and become heirs of the resurrection of the just. The
Gospel of Salvation—the good hews that

“ Nothing, either great or small,
Remains for me to do”—

is announced by Paul; the Gospel of Righteousness—* Show me thy faith without thy works, and [
will show thee my faith by my works "—is proclaimed by James, Neither can be consistently received
without the other. The old historians tell us that James in his old age died a martyr because of his dis-
tinet statement that ““ the Son of man sitteth at the right hand of power, and will come again on the
clouds of heaven.” Our lesson is peculiarly complementary to the teachings of Paul. It sketches the
perfect man continuing in the Gospel law of liberty, and shows how love may be manifested by obe-

dience.

Verse 16. Do not err. Strange, that either
Jews or Christians should need to be placed on
guard against the foul doetrine that God is the au-
thor of sin ; and yet the same error has sprung up
in later centurics in various sections of Christen-
dom. My beloved brethren is added for thesake
of emphasis. The epistle was addressed primarily
to Jews who recognized Jesus as the Messiah.,

17. (1) Not only does God originate no evil, but
he is the Author of all good. Father of lights.
By the Hebrew idiom * father” was used in the
sense of source, or originator; so the *“ Father of
lights” means the Origin of all brightness.
‘“‘Lights” here refers first of all to sun, moon,
and stars.  But not only in the physical world has
our Lord said, *“Let there be light.” All the
knowledge and holy inspiration which illuminate
the darkness of men’s minds and souls come from
him. No variableness, neither shadow of
turning. In James's day clocks were hardly
known, and time was marked by sundials; that
is, by the ““ shadow of turning” of the sun. But
the dials were not made upon scientifie prin-
ciples, They could only show the time of day-
light, whether at midwinter or at midsummer,
divided into twelve parts, or hours; so that the
season of the year might be rudely guessed from
the length of the shadow cast by the gnomon,
which in winter reached the wider of two semi-

circles marked on the dial, in summer came near
to the lowest. This variableness was a great an-
noyanee to those who desired an exact record of
time, but they knew no better means than the dial.
And they blamed not the dial, but the sun, with
which there seemed to be so much ** variable-
ness.”” With God, James says, unlike the sun
which he has ereated, there is no ** daily change of
noonday height, nor hourly turning shadow.”

18. Of hisown will begat he us with the
word of truth. This * begetting” is what we
call the * new birth,” or *‘ conversion.” (2) Chris-
tians are brought into new spiritual life by God's will.
Their good purposes never originated with them-
selves. ““ We love him because he first loved us,”
This is one of the evidences that God’s nature is
to do good and not evil. A kind of first fruits
of his creatures. The “first fruits™ so often
alluded to in the Seriptures were those early speci-
mens of harvest and vineyard which were conse
crated to God in the temple, as asymbol of the conse
eration of the entire produce. So the firstborn of
man and eattle were formally given to God. *The
first Christians, to whom St. James is writing,”
says Alford, ** were, as first born of the great family,
thus dedicated to God.” We are here taught that

(8) The life of man must be renewed from its very
roots ; that (4) Only God can impart this renewal ;
and that (5) This regeneration is a firee act of God's




Dec. 3.)

love, not induced by any act of man. The word
of truths The Gospel message which brings to
wen a new lite and a new heart.,

19. Wherefore. Thisshould be * Ye know,”
as in the Revised Version, or ** Know ye,” a com-
mund.  Swift to hear, slow to speak, slow
to wrath, Profoundly wise advice for all men
cverywhere, (6) Be cager to listen, not eager to dis-
course, and not casily provoked. The truth is us
wide in its application as the Church of Christ, and
as enduring as the world ; and yet we are probably
not wrong in supposing that it has reference pri-
marily to the difficulties which the Jewish dis-
ciples met whenever they attended synagogue ;
and the apostle is advising them to provoke thei
unbelieving Jewish friends as little as possible.
Stephen and Paul may * dispute " with great ad-
vantage to God's eause ; so, perhaps, may the great
leaders of onr modern churches—though of this
1 am not so sure; but for you and me this nine-
teenth verse is a Silver, if not a Golden, Rule.

20, The wrath of man worketh not the
righteousness of Ged,
forget themselves in the whirl of passion, and show
bad temper in the advoeacy of a good ecause.
Every such mistake is a serious one. (7) God’s
goodness needs no human infirmity to defend it.

21. Lay apart. Set aside; put away. Sue
perfinity of naughtiness. This phrase is won-
derfully improved by being turned into the
pure Saxon of the Revised Version, “overflowing
of wickedness” Receive with meekness.
With humility and without pugnacity. The ine
grafted word. Better, * the implanted word.”
Sown in our hearts, like seed in the soil, ¢

22. Doers of the word. Make it your busi-
ness to practice Gospel principles. Deceiving
vour own selves, As everyone does who re-
gards Church or Bible, or any means of grace, as
anything more than means. We are not to rever-

Good men sometimes

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

627

ence the letter merely ; we are to have thespirit in
our hearts, It should be our first work in life to
put into practice the prineiples of God's word.

23, 24, His natural face. Ilis born fea-
tures ; the face which he has carried from his
cradle, and has seen by reflection thousands of
times, and which yet he can recolleet only vaguely.
Aglass, Amirror. The ancients had not the art
of making glass for mirrors, und so used brass and
other metals instead.  Many people are stirred in
conscience when they see their moral likenesses,
but soon forget their condition beeause they neg-
leet their duty.

26. Reli Worshipful ; addicted to re-
ligious practices.  Bridleth not his tongue.
A few verses before this lesson beging James
taught that the true worshiper of God should con-
trol his temper as a hore is controlled with bit
i and bridle.  He here refers to that thought.

Vain, Empty, good for nothing.

27. Pure religion and undefiled. The re-
| ligion that is negatively and positively pure,
| God and the Father. Our God und Father.
| The fatherless and widows, mournful as
their condition is, are, thank God, but few in com-
parison with our whole population, and they are
not set off in any wav as a distinet class. But
their loneliness and need appeal to many, even to
those who have not identified themsclves with
Christ.  But in the ancient world cruelty and
lack of conscience of the governing classes made
innumerable widows and orphans, and the prevail-
ing selfishness led to their being set apart almost
like an outcast class; wretched, forlorn, without
any defense, they were exposed to every abuse and
to every temptation. Keep himself. With
jealous watchfulness and prayer. To keep our-
selves is both God’s work and our work. Com-
pare John 17, 15 with 1 Tim. 5. 22. Unspotted
from the world. In the world, but not of it.

CRITICAL NOTES.

CHARLES HORSWELL, PH.D., GARRETT BIBLICAL INSTITUTE.

The Epistle of James is eminently practical, It
is addressed to *“ the twelve tribes which are of the
Dispersion ™ (that is, to those who have become
Christians), and is designed to encourage patience
under trial and to warn against certain errors in
belief and practice. This epistle is remarkable for
the correctness of its Greek dietion, says Dean
Scott in the Bible Commentary, yet it is essen-
tially Hebrew in tone of thought and feeling, and
even phraseology. James seems to be imbued with
the wisdom and literature of his people. Tt is to
be observed how much stress he lays on the sins
of the tongue and its unruliness, and on the rela-
tions between rich and poor. His style also is of

that gnomic character so common in Proverbs.
Verses 16-18, Our lesson for to-day opens

with an assertion illustrative, on the positive side,
of the statement in verses 13, 14, that all good
comes from God, most especially that spiritual
blessing of regeneration the possession of which
strongly contrasts with the condition of heart pre-
sented in verses 14, 15,

19227 show how the word is to be received,
and what effect it will have on the life,

16. Be not deceived. That iz, do not think
God tempts you; your own lusts draw you away
and entice you to evil. God is the source of every
good gift,

17. Every good gift and every perfect
boon. This phrase in the Greek forms an hexame-
ter verse, and has been thought by Ewald to be a

quotation from some Hellenistic poem, Dosis, gift,




628

and dorema, boon, may be distinguished by refer-
ring one to ** the gradual instilling « wisdom,’”
and the other to * the final erown of lite,”— Hayor,
Epistle of James. Father of lights, with whom
eam be, cte. God is the ereator of the heavenly
bodics, but especially is he the source of all intel-
leotual and spiritual light. However, unlike the
variation and change constantly going on among
the heavenly bodies in the alternations of night
and day, or in cclipses, God remains the same;
across the light of spiritual truth and wisdom
emanating from him no shadow of eclipse is ever
enst,

18. He brought us forth. The Greek word
belongs to the mother: **He is our Father and
mother in one."—Bengel. By the word of
trath. The instrument or means of regencration.
See 1 Peter 1. 28, 25: Eph. 1. 13: John 6. 63;
.17,

19. Ye know this. Referring probably to
verses 16-18.  Swift to hear, slow to speak,
slow to wrath, Be not too ready with your
advioe; do not be opinionative ; especially do not
get angry with people who ditfer from you. Itis
wise to listen and learn something valuable, worth
saying. It is bad to speak on an empty brain.

20. Worketh not the righteousness of
God. Man's wrath is mere ignorance and selfish-
noss mixed. He eannot see far enough, nor can he
be disinterested enough, to determine on what oe-
ension wrath should be displayed. See Rom. 12,19,

21. Wherefore put away, ctc. A necessary
preparation for the proper reception of' the im-
plunted word which is able to save the soul. Sce
verse 18, On overflowing of wickedness sce
margin, Malice includes the sensual and malig-
mant sins, those ugainst one’s self and those against
ene’s neighbor.

22. The word must be not only received, but
also obeyed, in order to work its saving results. To
shink that hearing is sufficient is self-deception,
the worst form of deception, as it indieates spirit-
ual blindness to one’s own real condition.

23-26 illustrate the preceding verse by a figure.
Beholdeth himself (verse 24) is strongly eon-
wasted with looketh into the perfect law
(verse 25). The former indicates a careless glance
without a second look : the latter marks the attitude
of ** an eager observer as he bends over and gazes.”
The perfect law, the law of liberty. That
mew law of love which is always contrasted with
she old ceremonial law, and which shows its fruits
of joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, self-con-
trol, against which there is no law: it is a law of
liberty.

26. Thinketh himself to be religious.
Poasibility of self-deception again shown, parti
wlarly in the use of the tongue in a way inconsist-
eut with the word that has been taught. A religion
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that cannot purify and exalt the speech is empty ;
it is us good us no religion gt all,

27. Pure ... undefiled. Positive and neg-
ition of religion. These words
would have great force with Jews, who put much
stress on them, espeeially in a ceremonial sense.
James gives the words an eminently practical
Before God and the Father. The
only sourcee of correct judgment. low does God
look at our lives? is the only question of moment,
Sce Matt. 6, 1-18. Visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction. The Father's es-
pecial earc is over those who are left fatherless and
alone. The substance of Christian ethics is to give
help where it is needed, ** Bear ye one another’s
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6. 2).
To keep himself unspotted from the world,
Purity of character for one’s self and helpfulness
for others make up the religious life. Moral purity
is not to be attained by withdrawing from the
world ("ohn 17. 15), but by living aright in the
world, Its pursuits, its ideals, its judgments, and
its estimates of life are in no way to corrupt the
thought or modify the practice of the child of God.

ative characte

meuning.

The Lesson Council,

Question 1. * Kvery good gift and every per-
Sect gift is from above.” But is every gift from
above good and perfect ?

God bestows the sunshine, rain, and other good
things on the just and unjust alike (Matt. 5. 45);
but certain things we receive ** from above” ac-
cord with our character. To the evil comes evil—
“ fire from the Lord out of heaven ” for the inhab-
itants of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19. 24);
plagues upon the Egyptians (Psalm 106, 28-36);
“ avil from the Lord™ to the gates of Jerusalem
(Micah 1. 12).  God creates evil (Isa. 45.7); but
it is an evil of punishment, not of sin. As St
Augustine (cited by Pusey) has aptly said, “ Evil
which is sin the Lord hath not done; evil which
is punishment the Lord bringeth.”

Question 2. Could *“ the lively hope of the in-
heritance” have been communicated to man apary
from the resurrection of Christ?

It could not. God assuredly chose the only pos-
sible way to communicate to humankind the hope
of the inheritance *reserved in heaven.” He
would be unjust to permit his Son to assume our
nature, taste death for every man, and riso again
from the dead when the knowledge thus conveyed
to a sinful world might have been effectually im-
parted in some other manner. In the ninth chap-
ter of Hebrews it is argued thus: “And for this
cause he [Christ] is the mediator of the new testa-
ment, that by means of death, for the redemption
of the transgressions that were under the first
testament, they which are cal’sd might receive the
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promise of eternal inheritance.  For where a testa-
ment is, there must also of necessity be the death,
of the testator.”—Rev. J. B. Kenyon,

Question 3. [f * the wrath of man worketh not
the vighteousness of (God " how then shall * the wrath
of man praise him ? " (Psalin 76, 10,)

In neither of these pussages is the wrath of man
represented as a thing to be commended. The
meuning of the reference in the Seventy-sixth
Psalm is that God by his wisdom and power over-
rules that which of itself is an evil, so that in the
display of his might, as well as in the final result,
he is praised and his name is glorified, The
meaning of the second passage is that the natural
result of anger is unrighteousnesss. The corrupt
tree brings forth corrupt fruit,

Question 4. What is veligion as meant by the
author of this epistle? Do the virtues referrea to in
verse 27 constitule its sum and substance ?

James means by religion neither its inwurd life
nor that form of its outward expression which we
<all worship, but that other form we call conduet.
And while the virtues referred to do not consti-
tute its sum, they do represent its substance. The
world leads us to sins which are against ourselves
—sins of impurity ; and against our fellows—sins
of injustice. ** Unspotted from the world” repre-
sents, therefore, the virtues of personal purity and
justice to others, *“ Visiting the fatherless and
widows ™ represents what is necessary to supple-
ment justice—that is, mercy. Purity, justice,
and merey are representative of the virtues which
constitute outward religion.

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
Laws of Christian Conduct.

I. Tue Law o¥ DiviNe LikeNgss,
The Father. .. .begat he us, v. 17, 18,
** Giveth us richly.” 1 Tim. 6. 17.
* Power....sons of God.” John 1, 12,
1. Tue LAw or SELF-CONTROL.
L. Slow to speak, slow to wrath. v. 19,
‘* Better than the mighty.” Prov. 16, 32,
2. Bridleth not. .. .tongue. .. .vain. v. 2
*t Offend not in word....perfect.” Jumes 3, 2,
{11, Tae LAw oF TEACHABLENESS,
With meekness. . . .ingrafted word. v. 21,
** Heard the word, keep it.” Luke 8, 15,
IV. Tuk Law or OBEDIENCE.
Doers of the word. v. 22-25.
* Enter in....he that doeth.” Matt. 7. 21.
** Happy are ye if ye do.” John 13, 17.

V. Tue Law o Sympatuy.
Pure religion. . . .to visit. v. 27.
** Sick, and ye visited.” Matt. 25, 36.
‘ Judge the fatherless.” Isa. 1. 17,
VI Tue Law o¥ Prriry.
Onspotted from the world, v, 27.
** Not conformed to this world.” Rom. 12, 2.
‘Commandment, . ..is pure.” Psalm 19. &,

Thoughts for Young People.
The Law of Liberty.

Lo The law of liberty calls upon us to see God in
his true relation toward us, as our loving Futher,
constant in his love and abundant in blessing.
(Verses 17, 18,)

2. The law of liberty calls upon us to exercise self-
mastery, to hold passion in check, and to hear
others candidly, without being eager and self-
asserting in uttering our views, since God's cause
is never furthered by a spirit of controversy.
(Verses 19, 20,)

« 3o The law of liberty calls us to a spirit of meek-

ness and teachableness in relution to the word of life,
which we are not to make a subject of strife, but a
means of salvation, by taking it to our hearts.
(Verse 21.)

4. The law of liberty requires us not only to hear
the word, but to be doers of it; making practical
obedience to God’s will the chief business of life.
(Verses 22-25.)

5. The law of lLiberty demands goodness of life.
It requires us not only to be worshipful in de-
meanor, but to show the sincerity of our worship
by doing good and veing good. (Verses 26, 27.)

Lesson Word-Pictures,
BY REV, E. A, RAND,

There is a thought coming over him with force,
that he was of so much interest and value to God
that he had been made his child, begotten * with
the word of truth,” raised, exalted to this high
privilege to be *“ a kind of first fruits of his crea-
tures!” Watch his face! How it kindles with
the ardor of a soul having its first great thought
upon this relation of special service to God ! His
soul is thrilled all through and through. What
carefulness should there be in every act, every
purpose ! O, so “swift to hear, so slow to speak,
50 slow to wrath ! Let the sense of hearing be
only a watchman on the wall to catch every sound
from without. Is it a cry of distress from one who
stands in sore need, his hands beckoning, his voice
begging? Let love be quick to speak and give re-
lief. But what if the eye flash, the cheeks flush,
the breath come quick, because a derisive, mock-
ing word is heard? He wants to speak. There ia
a hurricane of heat swelling in his breast. Shall
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he be swift to speak as well as hear? No; he lets
the hot blood cool, the whirlwind die down. The
tongue is restive, but he holds it in with bit and
bridle. ** Slow to speak, slow to wrath,” he mur-
murs, *“like my Master!” It is not human
wrath that works divine righteousness, he reasons.
Rather, through that gateway kept open between his
soul and heaven let peaceful, gracious influences
throng in!

How swift he is to hear the word of truth ! He
may be in church. Iow eagerly is the fuce up-
turned to listen and receive! What thoughts
of heaven come flying into his soul, as if good
ungels, there to fold their wings ! It may be that the
cross of Jesus suddenly bursts upon the sight, and
from that drooping head and anguished form love’s
tones issue with tender, solemn appeal to this
human heart. What swiftness to hear there is
then !

And his name is not only Hearer, but Doer. e
has hands with which to lift, and feet wherewith
he runs love's errands wherever the opportunity
be seen.

Wherever seen! Because he has an eye to see,
how much it means! It is not an eye to forget.
Was it he that, passing a mirror, saw his features in
its brightly polished surface—an image lingering
there one moment—and then did he hasten on to
forget all that faithfulness of reflection ¢

No, one day he saw himself in the Gospel mirror.
How poor and deficient and needy a creature was
there. He scemed to see, also, a cross rising up out
of that brightly shining surface, Redeeming love
was there, its voice echoing forth its assurance of
forgiveness to the penitent, of liberty to the bound,

of accepted service to every willing heart. e saw, |

he yielded his heart to the gracious encouragement,
and on what a joyous service he entered !

“ Swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath!”
Who is practicing deceit? There may be one at
the church service to-day. Ile has bent his knees
in prayer. IHe has sobbed, “ Our Father!” Tle
has risen and sung jubilantly, * Praise God!”
What a sounding bridle is on his tongue! Follow

him, though, out of Sunday into Monday, Tues- |
The bridle is off. There is |
In his home there |

day, Wednesday.
a loose speech in his business,
is a tongue whose only * bit" is when he has bitten
somebody. Is not his religion vain?

But follow religion’s true possessor into the daily
life. In yonder house of what a beautiful scene he
is the center! There is a widow bowed amid her
fatherless ones, No fire is in the stove. No food
is on the table. But a step is heard at the door.
He enters who bears religion’s impression and is
its expression also, With him come food, warmth,
joy, heaven, Christ. What sincerity of faith !

To-morrow he isoutin the world. The pleasures
of sin beckon. From its enchanted gardens are
wafted the drowsy odors of poison flowers. Soft

‘| other ways,

music breathes out its enticement. Sweet voices
call. O how swift he is to hear and see, yet turn
away and keep himself unspotted from the world!
To good angels and his Lord he keeps clean and.
pure the chambers of his soul.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Verse 17. That James should designate God
as the *Father of lights” has a meaning to an
oriental mind quite beyond what at first impresses
us.  Star worship, moon worship, and sun wor-
ship are, one may say, universal in Asia to-day,
except as limited by the presence of Mohammed-
anism and Christianity. The Chinese emperor
represents the nation in his annual worship of the
heavens. The Hindoo worships, he rhetorically
says, three hundred and thirty-three millions of
gods ; but, whatever else he may or may not wor-
ship, he worships (he sun, making offerings to it
in connection with his sacred bathing and in
The Parsces are said to be sun wor-
shipers, which is not quite exact of the modern
Parsee in India, who worships with his face turned
toward some bright object, never blows out u
candle or extinguishes light in any form, and may
be said to pay his adoration to light. The Arabian
peninsula was full of astral worship. The Baby-
lonian and Assyrian pantheons teemed with sym-
bols of the eclestial bodies which were deified and
in whose hands was human destiny. There is
something positively sublime in this phraseology
of Jumes, with the environments of the Orient, de-
cluring that God was the Source, the Fountain, the
Author, the Creator, and therefore supreme over
all these so-called gods. It was a master stroke

| as well as a master truth to announce to an ori-

ental world that all illumination comes from the
supreme One, who said, “Let there be light,”
and there was light.

Verse 25.  **The perfect law of liberty ™ is no-
where even announced outside of Christianity.
Not long ago & man came to Bombay who had
loaded himselfdown with six hundred pounds of
chains. He had come from North India. It was
said that when he traveled by the train he was
charged partly as a passenger and partly us freight.
He was a Mohammedan and wished to go as a pil-
grim to Mecea. To reach Mecea he must take a
steamer. A ticket was bought for him, but when
he arrived at the ship the astonished captain de-
clined to allow him to come aboard. In hischains
were tied some large iron pegs and a heavy iron
mallet, They were used in fixing him firmly down
when he wished to stay in any particular spot.
When inquired of why he was carrying such a
crushing load, he replied that as a young man he
was very wicked and wished to give up his wick-
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edness, and 80 he determined to chain himself to
keep from sin. But he still sinned, and so he put
or: another chain, then another, until at last there
hung from his limbs the six hundred pounds, and
he could no longer walk.,

Ferse 26 *“If uny man wmong you scemeth to
be religious, and bridleth not his tongue,” is true
in all nations, but eminently among people who
have reduced villification by speech to such a black
art as cannot be represented to decent society.
What the Hindoos and Mohammedans call gali
dena muy be called giving abuse by the tongue ;
but much of it could not be transluted into any
other language of the West, dead or living, without
paraphrase and exposition. This vile vernacular
is systematically cultivated and taught even to
little children in the mother's arms. A writer
recently said in Z%he Missionary : ** No one who has
not lived in a heathen country and mixed freely
with heathen, understanding what this tongue
utters, can have any coneeption of the vile, filthy,
and atrociously abominable lunguage which this
little vile member can give expression to, espe-
cially when brought into play by heathen women ;
and it is one of the surest signs of conversion when

|

the tongue has been ‘ tamed* and its vile habits |

cleansed and purified. It is very often the case

s < |
that Christians suffer great losses because they can-

not give license to the tongue, and the heathen,
knowing this, take advantage to harass and de-
fraud them of their property.” A man, all the
members of whose family were Christians but him-
selfy told a missionary he had to remain heathen to
protect the others, as, being Christians, they could
not use vile language.

By Way of lllustration,

Verse 17.  All good things flow from the upper
spring. There are lower channels or conveyances,
such as the written word, sacraments, prayer, med-
itation ; but as David said, ** All my springs are in
thee.” The Father of lights is the fountain head.
— Manton.

The greatest excellencies in us do as much de-

pend on God as the light does upon the sun, |

Here is wisdom, but it is from above. Here is
some weak love working toward Christ, but it is
from above. Here is joy and comfort and peace,
but these are all the flowers of paradise; they
never grow in nature’s garden.— Zhomas Brooks,

Verse 21, * Receive the word.” Young converts
are often told to look up to find Christ. Rather,
look for Christ in his word. The Bible is the wire
along which runs the electric current—the Holy
Spirit.— Bishop Vincent.

Verse 22. A minister asked a poor shopwoman
of his congregation what she remembered of his

last Sunday’s sermon, which had been about dis-
honesty. ** I can’t remember anything,” she said,
‘*not even the text, for I'm a poor hearer; bt 1
went home and burned my meusure, which wus a
little small.” ** Ah,” ke answered, * you were
the best kind of a hearer, for you were a doer of the
word,”

Verse 25.  Mere professors have but a slight and
glancing knowledge of the word ; like a mun be-
holding his fuce in a glass while passing it, or like
the glare of a sunbeam upon a wave, it is seen and
gone in u moment, But in meditation there is
this benefit, that a steady, constant light is the
result, The expression * looketh into” refers to

| the bending posture of the cherubim that were

over the ark of the covenant and the anxious search
which the angels use to find out the mysteries
of sulvation : ** Which things the angels desire to
look into.” The word means not a transient
glance, but a bending of the body with a piercing
inquiry of eye ;.it means diligence of search and
investigation,

Verse 27. The key word of James is, Works:
It is the epistle of holy living, Great stress is laid
upon works, not apart from faith, but as both the
proof and fruit of faith, Every true inward grace
bears outward fruits. Paul theapostle of faith and
James the apostle of works do not confliet. They
stand not face to face, beating each other, but
back to back, beating off common foes,—Dr. A.
T. Pierson.,

When the disciples find themselves like their
Master going about and doing good, the people
who wateh them know well how to account for it.
*“They have heen,” they whisper, * with Jesus.”
—Drummond.

The soul of religion is the practical part. This
Talkative is not aware of; he thinks that hearing
and saying will make a good Christian ; and thus
he deceiveth his own soul. Hearing is but the
sowing of the seed ; talking is not sufficient to
prove that fruitisin thelife. The end of the world
is compared to our harvest ; and you know men at
harvest regard nothing but fruit.— Bunyan.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Let the lesson be read in both versions, the old
and the Revised ; one section of the teachers’ meet-
ing reading a verse from the old version, and
another, or a single reader, giving the same verse
from the new. Notice the eorrections of the Re-
vised Version....Keep in mind James's purpose,
not to speak of the Gospel in its essence as an ex-
perience, but in its outward aspect as a life. ...
Define the use of the following expressions, and
their special reference in this lesson: * Father of
lights ;" “shadow of turning ;" * first fruits of his
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creatures ;' »

*“righteousness of God ;" *‘super-
fluity of naughtiness ;' ** ingrafted word;" * fuce
inaglass ;" “law of liberty ;" *“ pure religion ;"
ete. ... Taking the GoLpen Texr as the key, notice,
first, what things are here forbidden, taking up the
verses in order, and observing their probabilities.
....Then, what things are here required....Or,
take “ the law of liberty,” and see what are the
principles of life which it suggests, as here illus-
trated A good way to begin the lesson in the
class would be by showing a small handwmirror,
and talking about it, as in verses 22-25,

References.

Freeman’s Hanosook. Ver. 23: Metallic mir-
rors, 139....Foster's Cvcrorepia,  Prose, 3712,
7522, 7805, 9152, 10332, Ver. 16: Prose, 3997,
Ver. 17 : Prose, 2451, 2548, 5492, 9008, 10280. Ver.
19: Prose, 3317, 331 28, Ver. 22: Prose, 6805,
7925, 9362, Vers. 23, 24: Prose, 2807, 2820, Ver.
271 Prose, 4046, 4276,

Blackboard.

BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

@

RELIGION 1S
THIS

o0 5000 Wiriou

WITHOUT.

1. Our blessings come from God. [I. The great-
est blessing is salvation. [11. He bestows it freely ;
it is a gift. IV. Having received it, we should do
something on our part (verses 21,22), V. Indoing
this added blessings will be given (verse 25).
VI. The true worshiper must control his words as
well as hisacts. Becareful what you say, when you
say it, where you say it, and to whom you say it.
Learn to control your temper. Do not gossip, and
hold no communication with “they say " people
who speak ill of their neighbors, Read verse 27.
What does the blackboard say ! Pure religion is
to be good within (because it is possible to seem
to be good and yet be very bad)—and what? Do
good without. That is it. ** Keep himself unspotted
from the world,” not shut up in a convent, but
“be yeo doers of the word,” with a clean heart
and an active, useful life.

PURE

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

Lesson Tuovenr, Hearing and Doing.

Introductory. 'The letter from which this lesson
is taken was written by one of the disciples of the
Lord Jesus, whose name was James, Jesus had
many followers who were called discjples, because
they learned of him. The word disciple means «
learner. Would younot all wish to learn of Jesus,
the great teacher, and thus become his disciples ?

James wrote this letter to Christians who were
scattered abroud in different lands. They musi
have been glad to have it read to them. You
must remember that there were no books or pa-
pers printed in those days, but letters were writ-
ten and sent by the hand of faithful messengers.
The Christians to whom James wrote this letter
were men and women whom he loved and whom
he wanted to help. They needed help very much,
for they were hated and badly used because they
were Christians, Henee in this letter he tells
them how to live right, and tries to cheer their
hearts in the midst of sorrow and of temptation,
As this letter was written to help people to be
good, it belongs to us, and we must learn all we
can from it.

[Make a sun with yellow crayon at the top of the
board, with rays reaching down several inches on
the board. In the rays print * Father of Lights.”]
Which do you like best, a sunny or a cloudy day !
The sun gives warmth and light. It makes the
trees and grass grow and the flowers blossom.
The sun i8 80 good and helps us o much that we
often use it as a kind of picture of the good God.
James says that God is the Father of lights.  All the
light that shines upon the world, and all that shines
in our hearts, comes down from him. * Every good
gift " comes from him. Let us think of some of our
good gifts and remember that each one comes
down to us from God our Father beeause he loves
us. [Let children help to name some of their
blessings, and print on the rays.]

Do you know that one of the best gifts our
Father has given us is the Holy Bible? Itis worth
more than gold to us, becanse it tells us how to live
here so that we may live in heaven when this life
is over. The letter that James wrote is a part of
the Bible, and it has a good lesson for us to-day.

What is the word I am printing? You may
spell it as I write : H-E-A-R-I-N-G.

Harry was playing on the porch one morning,
when his papa called him. * Harry, here is a let-
ter which must go out in the next mail. Will you
carry it to the office right away " Yes, papa,”
said Harry : *“ putit on the table.” Papa went back
to his work, and Harry kept on playing. He
heard, but did not do, and so he forgot, and his
papa was much displeased and troubled.

This is the way some people hear what God saya




to them. They do not make haste to do what he
says, and so they become * forgetful hearers of
the word. James says that such people are like
a man who looks at himself in a glass, and then
goes away and forgets how he looks. God is not
pleased with us if we hear his word and forget to
doit. He wants us to be *“ doers of the word,”
and not hearers only.

To do God’s word is to obey it. A boy heard,
‘‘ Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.”
But that same day he went behind his father's
barn to play ball with another boy! He was a
hearer, but not a docr of the word,

God’s word tells us to speak the truth, to be
kind, to obey parents, and many other things that
any little child can understand.

Who among you will try not only to hear, but
to do, or obey, God’s word ¢
i . [Use Lesson Symbol.] The
| one who hears but does not
obey is like this deud
branch. There is no sweet,

He cannot bear fruit, and
no lovely blossoms of good
e ) thoughts and deeds are seen
in him. But the one who obeys God’s word is like
the living branch, pleasant to see, and good for all
right uses. We will print over this dead branch
‘ Hearer,” and over the living one * Doer.”
Which one do you want to be like §

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.
0, let us be glad in our Saviour and King.
Wondrous words ! how rich in blessing,
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Come with thy sins to the fountain.
Jesus, my Saviour, thou Lamb of God.
More love to thee, O Christ,

No. 2.
There is a name 1 love to hear.
God loved the world of sinners lost.
Ever 100king upward, as a trusting child,
¢ Jesus only,” is the motto.
O'! the thought that Jesus loves me.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. From whom do we receive every good and
perfect gift?  From the Father.

2. How should we receive the word ¢
meekness.

3. What :hould we be ¢ Doers of the word.

4. When is religion vain¢ When the tongue
is not bridled.

5. What is pure religion and undefiled before
God?! To visit the afflicted and live up«
rightly.

6. What is the GoLpeN Texr?
him,?? cte,

With

““We love

CATECHISM QUESTION,
73. What was the Lord’s deepest humiliation ¢

He was “reckoned with transgressors” (Luke
xxii. 37), and endured the shameful death of the
Cross,

Philippians ii. 8 Being found in fashion as a
man, He humbled H 1f, b ing obedient even
unto death, yea, the death of the cross.

About A.D, 65 (/).] LESSON XI. THE HEAVENLY INHERITANCE.

[Dec. 10.

GOLDEN TEXT. Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light, Col. 1. 12

Authorized Version,
1 Peter 1. 1=12. [Commit to memory verses 3-5.]

1 Pe'ter, an apostle of Je'sus Christ, to the
strangers scattered throughout Pon'tus, Ga-lu'ti-a,
Cap-pa-do’ci-a, A'si-a, and Bi-thyn'i-a,

2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit,
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of
Je'sus Christ : Grace unto you, and peace, be mul-
tiplied.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Je'sus Christ, which according to his abundant
merey hath begotten us again unto a lively hope
by the resurrection of Je'sus Christ from the dead,

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled,
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you,

5 Who are kept by the power of God through

Revised Version.

1  Pe'ter, an apostle of Je'sus Christ, to the
elect who are sojourners of the Dispersion in
Pon’tus, Ga-la'ti-a, Cap-pa-do'ci-a, A'si-a, and

2 Bi-thyn'i-a, according to the forcknowledge of
God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit,
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of
Je'sus Christ : Grace to you and peace be multi-
plied.

8 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Je'sus Christ, who according to his great mercy
begat us again unto a living hope by the resur-

4 rection of Je'sus Christ from the dead, unto
an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled,
and that fadeth not away, rescrved in heaven

5 for you, who by the power of God are guarded
through faith unto a salvation ready to be re-
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faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time.

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a
season, if need be, ye are in i\
manifold temptations :

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold” that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and
honor and glory at the appearing of Je'sus Christ :

8 Whom having not scen, ye love; in whom,
though now ye se¢ Aim not, yet believing, ye re-
joice with joy unspeakable and full of glory :

9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salva-
tion of your souls.

10 Of which salvation the prophets have in-
q.uirml and searched diligently, who prophesied of
the grace that should come unto you :

11 Searching what, or what manner of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify,
when it testified beforehand the sufferings ot
Christ, and the glory that should follow.

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto
themselves, but unto us they did minister the
things, which are now reported unto you by them
that have preached the gospel unto you with the
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven ; which things
the angels desire to look into.

caviness through

6 vealed in the last time. Wherein ye greatly re-
joice, though now for alittle while, it nced be, ye
have been put to grief in manifold temptations,
that the proof of your faith, being more precious
than gold that perisheth though it is proved by
fire, might be found unto praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Je'sus Christ: whom
not having scen ye love; on whom, though
now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice
greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory :

9 receiving the end of your faith, even the salva-
tion of your souls. Concerning which salvation
the prophets sought and searched diligently,
who prophesied of the grace that should come
unto you: searching what #ime or what man-
ner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in
them did point unto, when it testified before-
hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glories
that should follow them. To whom it was re-
vealed, that not unto themselves, but unto you,
did they minister these things, which now have
been announced unto you through them that
preached the Gospel unto you by the Holy
Ghost sent forth from heaven ; ‘which things
angels desire to look into.

TIME OF WRITING.—After A, D. 63;
possibly after A. D. 67. PLACE.—This cpistle
was probably written from the city of Babylon.
ENVIRONMENTS.—It appears to have been
addressed to the districts in which Paul had
labored, possibly during the imprisonment of that
apostle, It contains “ elevated Christian doctrine
mixed  with practical exhortation.” DOC«
TRINAL SUGGESTION.—The second com-
ing of Christ.

HOME READINGS.

M. The heavenly inheritance. 1 Peter 1. 1-12.

Tu. Waiting. Rom. 8. 18-28,

W. A place prepared.  John 14, 1-10.

%. With Jesus. John 17, 20-26,
Fitted for the inheritance. Col. 1. 1-13.
A grand inheritance. Rev. 21, 1-7.

"o to face.  Rev, 22, 1-10,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 248, New Canadian Hymnal.
Give me the wings of faith to rise
Within the veil, and see.

No. 246, New Canadian Hymnal.
In the Christian’s home in glory,
There remains a land of rest.

No, 256, New Canadian Hymnal.
1 will sing you a song of that beautiful land,
The far away home of the soul.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Inheritance of Faith, v. 1-5.

To whom was Peter’s epistle addressed ?

By whose means were the Christians of these
places converted ¢

In what sense are Christians the “elect” of
God?

Mention the saving work of each person in the
Godhead as given in verse 2?

What ritual practice is alluded to by *‘sprin-
kling of the blood ¢

What is the meaning of the phrase “a lively
hope 17

Into what hope has God eaused us to be born
again ?

In what
ance?

What four deseriptive phrases are used concern-
ing this inheritance

What keeps a Christian safe ?

How is salvation to be revealed in the * last
time? "
2. The Trial of Faith, v. 6-8,

In what happy state of mind were the Christians,
in spite of their manifold temptations ?

To what metallic test is the trial of faith com-
pared ?

At what time will the final test be applied to
our characters ¢

What makes us, who have never seen Christ,
able still to love him ?

By what means ean * joy unspeakable’” be ob-
tained on earth ?

sense is eternal life our inherit-
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3. The End of Faith, v, 9-12,

Who had inquired and searched diligently con-
cerning this salvation ?

What did these prophets foresee ¢

Who really saw what the prophets had foretold ?

What additional blessing was received by Chris-
tians after Jesus went to heaven ¢

What is the attitude of angels toward these di-
vine mysteries ?

What should be our constant attitude of soul ?
(GoLpen TexT.)

Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson are we taught that—

1. In the severest trin)s the Christiun may be
happy ¢

2. Under the most powerful temptations the
Christian is kept by the power of God ?

3. Foreach Christian an inheritance is reserved
in heaven?

Hints for Home Study.

1. Write a brief sketch of Peter’s life, mention-
ing, if' possible, five events which occurred after
the resurrection of our Lord.

2. Find, if possible, an event in Paul’s life con-
nected with each of the five places mentioned in
verse 1.

3. Find a passage in one of the prophets which
:ontains an allusion to the refiner’s fire,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Inheritance of Faith, v. 1-5.

To whom did Peter write this letter ?

What had the Father, Son, and Spirit done for
them ¢

What blessing did Peter invoke on them?

To whom did he offer thanksgiving ¢

What was the ground of their hope ?

What was the object of their hope ?

What thanksgiving would this call forth ?

How were they kept unto salvation ?

When would that salvation be revealed ?

What says Paul about this final reward ? (2 Tim.
4. 8.)
2. The Trial of Faith, v. 6-8.

What was the present experience of these dis-
ciples? .

Than what was their trial of faith better

What was the object of the trial 7

Whom did they love, though unseen ?

What fruit followed their faith ?

What says Jesus of those who believe without
secing? (John 20, 29.)
3. The End of Faith, v. 9-12,

What was the reward of their faith?

What interest had the prophets in this salvation?

After what did they search ?

What twofold testimony did the Spirit bear

To whom did the prophets minister ?

How was the Gospel preached in early days?

Who besides prophets were interested

Whom does God intend shall learn from the
Church? (Eph. 8. 10.) '

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. The nature of the Christian’s inheritance ?
2. The Christian’s title to his inheritance ¢
8. The cost of' the inheritance of faith ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find a passage in one of the prophets which
speaks of the refiner’s fire,
Find a passage in Isaiah which tells of the suffer-
ing of Christ and the glory which should follow,
Find as many cases as you can wherc angels
assisted our Lord in the great work of redemption.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who was another apostle who wrote letters ¢
Peter.

To whom did he write two letters ¢
strangers abroad,

To whom were these people not strungers? To
Christ,

Who had chosen them to be his servants t God
the Father.

What happy hope had he given them? The
hope of life in heaven.

What reason had they for this hope? The
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

How were they kept from the evils of this world ¢
By the power of God.

What sometimes made them sad?
tions.

What is more precious than gold? The trial
of faith.

Why are such trials allowed? To make the
sonl ready to see Jesus.

Who are happy in knowing the Lord Jesus?
Those who believe in him,

What is the end of true faith? Salvation.

Who told of the grace that was coming? The
prophets.

What Spirit showed them these things? The
Spirit of Christ,

What did not the prophets understand? When
Christ would come.

Who wanted to look into these things? ‘Che
angels in heaven.

To the

Tempta=

Words with Little People.

We may not see our blessed Lord
While here on earth we stay ;

But we may know him through his word,
And live with him alway.

Lesson Motto.
Whom not having seen, we love,
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

The First Epistle of Peter is of peculiar interest (1) because of its author—the fervid, magnanimous
apostle, who throws his picturesque characteristics into his writing as thoroughly as he did into his speech
and action j (2) because of the place of writing—Babylon (that Peter, a quarter of a century or so after
our Lord’s resurrection, should write this letter from Babylon to the ** Dispersion in Asia™ lifts a veil
and gives a glimpse of the world-wide activity of the upostles, of which the ** Acts” is a mere fragmen-
tary record) ; and especially (3) because of the gentle, tolerant, comprehensive catholicity of the epistle

which this * pillar of the Church” writes.

It is an instructive task to compare this letter in plan, in

doctrine, and in literary style with those of Paul. The oceasion of the epistle was the ** fiery trials’” of
the Christians, who were just at this time exposed to unusual outrage on every hand. Our lesson speaks
of that calm faith in God which is especially needed in such hours of trial ; the foundation of such a faith,

its trial, and its outcome.

Verse 1. An apostle of Jesus Christ. A
delegate ; one especially chosen by the Messiah of
God to represent him. Strangers. Instead of
“strangers scattered throughout,” the Revised
Version has * sojourners of the Dispersion ;* aliens
would perhaps be a better word than either, and it
is used with reference to the people among whom
these foreign-born Jews dwelt, for Peter is now
writing to representatives of that large portion of
the Jewish race who had not been born in Pales-
tine. He writes, of course, only to those who are
 glect ""—that is, God's * chosen ones ;" in other
words, Christians. * Four several, but related,
meanings ure expressed by the word clect: (1) cho-
sen ; (2) separated ; (3) excellent; (4) beloved ; in
all of which senses it applied to those here ad-
dressed. See 1 Thess. 1-4.”—Curry. Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, Bithynia.
These five names stand for Asia Minor at large.
Cappadocia was an ancient kingdom which had
comprehended all the country lying between Mount
Taurus and the Euxine Sea. Pontus was originally
part of Cappadocia, and Galatia was the province
which bounded Cappadocia on the north and west.
Bithynia was northwest of Galatia, and compre-
hended the region directly opposite Constantinople.
Asia, as here used, included the three eastern
provinces of Asia—Mysia, Lydia, and Caria—
together with the interior of Phrygia. See map of
Asia Minor.

2. Elect according to the foreknowledge
of God. The word elect, or *‘ chosen ones,” is
joined in the Revised Version to ‘‘ sojourners " in
verse 1. The choice and foreknowledge here
spoken of are not the capricious decisions of an ar-
bitrary will ; the chosen ones were chosen because
of their longing for God. They are the * choice”
ones. Through sanctification of the Spirit.
This is the means by which God’s choice is made
effective unto obedience. This is the purpose for
which God chose his people. Sprinkling of the
blood. This is a poetic reference at once to the
death of our Lord and to the blood of the sacrifices.
Christ’s death made the love of God effective to us,

Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.
They had both grace and peace; but there is no
limit to God’s blessing, and no limit to Peter’s
prayer.

3. Blessed. God cannot be blessed in the
sense in which man is blessed. For two very dif-
ferent Greek words one English equivalent has
been used by the translators. ‘‘ Blessed” in our
Lord’s beatitudes means happy—to be congrat-
ulated; here it means honored—to be adored.
According to his abundant mercy. We had
no right to forgiveness; it is of God’s free will we
are saved. Begotten us again unto a lively
hope by the resurrection of Jesus. eter
here speaks especially of the cxperiences of the
apostles, which were, however, largely typical of
the experiences of Christians in ull ages. All the
hope of Jesus's followers died with his death, but
by his resurrection a new and infinitely brighter
hope was * begotten "—a hope not merely of a life
beyond death, but of a purer, broader, more vigor-
ous life of intellect and heart than without Christ
it ever could have entered the heart of man to con-
ceive. Dr. Brown profoundly notes that John is
the disciple of /ove, Paul of faith, and Peter of
hope.

4. An inheritance. If begotten by God, we
are his children, and if children, then heirs. Ine
corruptible, and undefiled. Without the cor-
ruption of ecither death or filthy life. That
fadeth not away. Not only is our glorious -
heritance proof against decay (*‘incorruptible™),
and proof against impurity (*‘ undefiled”), but its
grace and glory can never lessen. Reserved in
heaven. Preserved. Christians are like these
“ dispersed "’ Jews, sojourners in a strange land ;
but there is'a permanent home kept for them in
heaven.

5. Who are kepts The inheritance, it has
been quaintly said, is reserved for us; we are pre-
served for it. The word for * kept " means gar-
risoned, or defended, as in a castle. As Bengelsays,
the inheritance is kept, the heirs are guarded.
The power of God. If God be for us, who can
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be against us? Our defense is stronger than all our | precious,
encmies. Through faith. Without faith we |

ean do nothing. Unto salvation. Ready to be
reveuled in the last time. Notice that the Revised
Version puts the article “a’ before salvation,
We are saved now, but the fullness of salvation
will never be disclosed to us until the last days,

6. Wherein. This * wherein refers to all the
preceding advantages and privileges. Greatly
rejoice. Exult. Now for a seasom, This is
« beautiful assurance, all the stronger because it is
by implication that the present trials which they
are suffering are temporary. If need be. God
never sends a rorrow that is not needed. Ye
are in heaviness. Ye¢ were grieved, Manis
fold temptations. A manifold table, or mani-
fold envelopes, will furnish handy illustrations of
this text. These good Christiuns, and many others
since their duy, were severely strained by one trial
tolded into another, as if trials were tucked away
in every corner of their lives.

7. The trial of your faith, The testing of
your faithfulness. Much more precious than
of gold. That is, the result of the testing is more

When gold has been tested the dross is
removed and vhe pure ore is greatly increased in
value ; but that is little compared with the increase
of value which the earnest Christian has as a re-
sult of triai. Gold that perisheth, It is less
perishable than most other precious metals, but it
is far from being incorruptible and undefiled and
fadeless, Though it be tried with fire. Read
‘“yet” in place of * though.” Though perishable,
yet it is tried; but our souls are imperish-
able. Might be found. Recognized, tested,
proved. Praise and honor and glory.
Christians are downhearted even now, but they
will all have praise und honor and glory if faith-
ful to the end.

8, 9. Having not seen, ye love. le has
Jjust said in the last words of the preceding verse,
*“ the appearing of Jesus Christ.” These Christians
did not see him when first he appeared, but loved
his character. The end of your faith. The
issue or reward of your faith; the goal of your
faith; the salvation of your souls, From how
much our souls are saved; to how much they
are saved !

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Peter, a:. apostles The name con-
ferred upon him by his Lord (Mhtt. 16. 18). To the
elect . . « according to the foreknowledge
of God the Father. The puzzling questions
raised by metaphysicians out of such expressions
are vain. The foreknowledge of God, in its rela-
sion to the free will of man, has never yet been ex-
plained in a satisfactory way, except to those who
have a theory to support on one side or the other.
As yet the whole problem is a mystery about
which it is presumptuous for us to dogmatize,
The apostle, we know, simply says, ‘ The elect,”
ehosen ones, * according to the foreknowledge of
God.” We also know that the whole weight
of New Testament teaching is against favoritism
in God’s treatment of his children. Whatever the
future world may reveal to us, it will not reveal
anything in God inconsistent with his character
of Love. Sojourners of the Dispersion. See
James 1. 1. The Jews of the Dispersion consid-
ered themselves sojourner: who were some time to
be gathered again from all nations and brought
back to Jerusalem. Peter doubtless here spiritual-
izes this conception, considering all believers as
pilgrims and strangers on the earth, whose hope
was centered upon that New Jerusalem in the
heavens. Heb. 11. 10 sets forth the same concep-
tion concerning Abraham.

2. In sanctification of the Spirit. Sancti-
fication means separation from the evil of the
world and consecration to God. The expression
here may mean either the work of the divine Spirit
in the soul or consecration of the human spirit
iwelf to the service of God. Unto obedience

and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ.  The end of our election and consecra-
tion is obedience to God und purification from our
sins through the atonement of Christ,

3e5. “ Thanksgiving for the privileges of
Christians ; namely, regeneration, living hope, and
a future inheritance and preservation unto final
salvation,”

6=12. The Christian is to rejoice in the midst
of severe trials, inasmuch as suffering attests and
develops his faith,

3. A living hope, us opposed to a vain, unre-
liable hope. Living, in that it was based on the
work of the risen Lord, Peter 8o frequently and
earnestly dwells upon the resurrcetion and the
hope that springs therefrom that he has been ealled
the apostle of hope, as Paul has been called the
apostle of faith, and John of love,

4. Unto an inheritance. Notonly is there
a new life within the soul, but there is an objective
foture life reserved in heaven.

5. Who by the power of God are guarded
through faith unto a salvation, cte. Faith—
that is, trust—is the spiritual condition by which
we appropriate all the circumstances of life as
providential manifestations of God’s power in
guarding us unto salvation, Ready to be ree
vealed in the last time. The salvation is not
yet fully manifest, although secured. The *last
time” means the parousia, but whether or not
Peter thought it near is not made evident from the
text,

6. If need be, as though no affliction comes
except through the wise dispensation of God for




our good. We need it und therefore it is sent.
Manifold temptations, Sce margin, Revised
Version.

7. That the proof of your faith. This |

testing of trials brings out the faith of the believer
to his great honor and glory at the parousia.
The beauties of character now veiled will then be
revealed in fullness,

8, Perhaps a memory of the words of Jesus o
“Thomas (John 20. 29).

10. The prophets sought and searchea
diligently., Dean Plumptre takes the prophets
to be those of Christian times, especially because
they are instructed by the spirit of Christ. But
for the most part it is considered that the Hebrew
prophets are meant.

11. What time or what manner of
time. * The first refers to the simple date, the
second to the characteristie features of the time.”
The spirit of Christ.

of the Hebrew and Christian dispensations,  The

same love that manifested itself on Calvary was

revealing itself on Sinai.

12. Now have been announced unto you
through them that preached the Gospel.
“The same spirit working out the divine plan in-
spires those thut preach the Gospel.

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. [f the Christians were ** elect ac-
cording to the JSoreknowledge of God," ** begotten by
God,” and ** kept by the power of God™ alone, what
place is there for their own choice or effort, either
in beginning or continuing the Christian life?

Though Christians are ** chosen according to the
foreknowledge of God,” they must believe in or-

der to be saved (Aects 16, 31); those that believe |

are the ones * eleeted ” to salvation (1 Cor, 1, 21).

The condition of being * born of God ™ is faith in

Jesus Christ (1 John 5. 1): and only those are |

“kept” who trust Jehovah (Isa. 26. 3). Obe-
dience (Heb, 5. 9) is as necessary as faith. The
continuance of the Christian life is conditioned on
our * patient continuance in welldoing” (Rom.

2. 7).

Question 2. /low can it be said that with God

* {8 no variableness, neither shadow of turning,” when |

he is seripturally represented as glad and sorry,

angry and repenting, choosing men and rejecting |

them ?

We would find it difficult, if not impossible, to
think of God without investing him with certain
human traits. Hence, accommodating themselves
to our infirmity, the Seriptures present to us the
divine character anthropomorphically. But God
is not subject to changefulness or caprice. When
our relation to him is altered in any wise the
change is in us, not in him. Tis lines have
gone out through all the earth, and they are
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cternal. If we choose to abide under the law of
evil, from the necessity of his nature God cannot
do other than manifest toward us his displeasure.
When he smiles upon us it is not that he hax
changed, but that we have chosen to dwell under
the law of righteousness rather than of sin. Ifa
vapor move between us and the sun, it is our
eyes that are darkened ; the sun shines steadily
on as it did before.

Question 3. Does salvation mean ‘* getting to
heaven 2" What is ** heaven 2"

Salvation certainly contains the thought of en-
tering upon the heavenly inheritance. The phrase,
“ getting to heaven,” is quite as certainly far from
being an adequate definition of salvation. In the
New Testument meaning of salvation there are at
least these factors: First, rescue from present
trouble and danger ; second, the cure of the soul,
its restoration to spiritual soundness and health:
and third, the preservation of the soul from final
loss and ruin. * Heaven” is the eternal home of
the saved, and also the state of blessedness in
which the saved are to dwell forever.— Rev. F.
. Knight.

Question 4,  Why should trial and temptation
be permitted ?  Wey should there not be an abun-
dant entrance into glory without them ?

Perfect through growth alone is the law of such
finite life as contains no evil. Perfect through
suffering as well is the law of fallen nature, in
which are germs of evil. Growth alone would
mature these as well as the good. Untried pros-
perity would never know them as evil. But trial
leads to self-examination, a prime condition of
their removal. Prosperity also develops inde-
pendence and world-dependence. Trial and temp-
tation show us our weakness and deepen our de-
| pendence on God. Without trial and temptation
there could be no entrance into glory, because they
| are thus conditions—not causes—of the removal of
evil and rebellion.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Christians in Eight Aspects.

| I Avuiexs v Tue WoRLD.
The strangers scattered. v. 1.
“ Love not the world.” 1 John 2. 15,
“The world hateth you.” John 15, 18, 19.
11. Cuosex or Gon.
Elect....of God the Father. v. 2.
+t Hath chosen us in him.” Eph. 1. 4.
¢ A chosen generation.” 1 Peter 2. 9.
111, SANCTIFIED BY THE SPIRIT.
Through sanctification. v. 2.
“ This is the will of God.” 1 Thess. 4. 8.
“ Ye are sanctified.” 1 Cor. 6, 11.
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IV. SpriNkLED BY THE BLoop.
Sprinklinz of the blood. v. 2.
‘ Blood of Christ....purge.” Heb, 9. 14,
“Cleanseth. ...from all sin,”” 1 John 1. 7.
V. EXPECTING AN INHERITANCE,
Hope. .. .to an inkeritance. v. 3, 4.
“ Partaiers of the inheritance.” Col. 1, 12,
*“If children, then heirs.” Rom. 8, 17.
VI. Keer By DiviNe Power.
Kept by the power of God. v. b.
“ No man....pluck them out.” John 10, 29,
* Preserved in Jesus Christ.” Jude 1.
VII. Resorcive 1§y TriaL.
Rejoice. . . .trial of your faith. v. 6, 7.
“ Will refine. ...as silver.” Zech. 13, 9,
** After. .. .suffered....perfect.” 1 Peter 5,
VIII. Comrortep By THE WoORD,
Prophesied of the grace. v. 10-12,
“ Testimony of Jesus.” Rev. 19, 10,
“ Prophets. ... have desired.” Matt, 13,

Thoughts for Young People.

Concerning Doctrines for Young Chrise
tians.

L. By the foreknowledge of God we have been
chosen to eternal life, Not becuuse of any good-
ness in ourselves, but (1) by the blood of Jesus
Christ, which has made an atoncment for every
sinner; (2) by obeying the voice of God, which
every sinner may do; (3) and by the sanctification
of the Spirit, which every ransomed soul receives
us soon as it becomes obedient. (Verse 2.)

2. By the abundant mercy of God we have been
made his children and heirs, Sometimes the figure
of adoption is used as if, like homeless little wan-
derers, our great heavenly Father had taken us in,
But this and other texts bring the tenderer thought
to us that God has * begotten us again.” Of
course, all figures stop short of the reality, and we
must beware lest we read into such phrases as this
a mystery that they do not hold. e simply isour
Father, with a love for us, one by one, which no
carthly father has for any or all of his children ;
and, being his children in this true sense, we are his
heirs, and our first inheritance is the bright hope of
a resurrection such as Jesus had. Then there
comes the hope of a heavenly inheritance, endur-
ing, indissoluble, and fadeless. Lastly, we who are
%o liable to fall are kept for these glories by the
power of God.

3e He who has thus saved us and secured our
eternal salvation tries us for our good. Gold is not
put into the erucible for the sake of the dross ; that
is tried out of it and thrown away, and the gold
that is left is far more valuable without the dross
than with it. So the * praise and honor and
glory” which shall be ours at the appearing of
Jesus Christ will come to us because there have
been taken away from us by the trials of earth the

dross and filthiness which was mingled with our
nature, It is love that tries us.  The more pre-
cious unything is the more need there is that it
should be purified by trials. Faith grows strong-
er, purer, and richer by trials,

Ao LU these rick experiences, present and future,
are made ours by faith, hope, and love. The salva-
tion of our souls is the end of our faith,  The glo-
ries of heaven are the object of our hope. Our
Christiun experience is the triumph of our love.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

There is some poor **stranger ” away up in Pon-
tus or Galatia, Come with me to his home. It
may be only a hut, How scantily it is furnished !
Examine his social standing. He has none. Peo-
ple speak of him as “that shabby Jew.” They
turn up their noses at him and turn away their
heads, Tle has few friends. He does menial
work. Ile is too insignificant to be pitied.

How solitary is his walk in life, and through
what low places it runs! Sosays the world. That
poor, solitury, unknown, ignoble **stranger!”
Ile is of such high descent that God is his father.
He is so known in heavenly places that the very
Spirit of God has set him apurt and sanctified him
as precious.  Heis of such priceless worth that the
crucified, risen Jesus has set his blood-mark on
him and recognized him as a friend, and walks with
him. IHe has such treasures in waiting for him
that angels und archangels are its strong keepers.

O that inheritance to which he is looking for-
ward ! It is not a bank to be robbed. It is not a
railroad to be run off its own track and its bonds
collapse in a panic. It cannot fly away on the
awful wings of fire. It cannot be blown down by
tornadoes or swept away by floods. Yes, his
heavenly Father will see that he has his inherit-
ance. The stars above are not thicker than the
shining sentinels who guard the walls inclosing
his treasures.

So this poor stranger is going on to a prince’s
inheritance. He is just going through Pontus,

| halting for a day, resting for a night—only a pil-

grim passing in disguise to his royal station. Some
day it will be revealed to him. The gates will be
thrown open, and to his own he will pass in
joy and trinmph. O day to be longed for, when
that ‘““salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time” shall be like a palace with every door
wide open.

Until that day of revelation what if he have
trinls # He has them surely, He was asked to
participate in sacrifices to a pagan god the other
day, and beeause he refused he was mobbed.
The body was bruised, but his soul was safe with
his Father. He has had trials in his home. Fol-
low him into that still, shaded little room where
he turns back a sheet and looks at his beloved
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dead. It was his all. He is alone now. How an-
guished is his heart! Out of the black shadows
springs an ugly temptation to give up his faith in
God. No, he cannot do that. Something he saw
the other day occurs to him and helps him. He
saw the gold in the crucible. How hot and pitiless
was the fire, crumbling and melting the beautiful
gold; but O the dross thut cume away ! And the
refiner, taking it all away, looking down upon the
crucible, saw his face there, **It is my faith,”
says the poor stranger. ‘It is precious to God us
that gold in the crucible ; O 5o much more precious !
And he will look down, maybe, and see in the
poor stranger’s heart just himself, and in the life
without something of the Saviour’s life, I trust.”

Yes, the life of the Saviour, the Messial, the
anointed, the beloved of God. O how proph-
ets anticipated him and saw the splendor of his
coming, while Israel's sweet singers sang of him!
How bewildered they were by the sufferings that
would agonize him, and dazzled by the glory that
would follow! And now he, the prophesied,
has come, has gone up to his own, and some day
the sojourner in the distant country will see him.
They will miss the poor stranger up in Pontus
and wonder why he comes not out of hix home,
and they will push back his door and search. O
how they will start away from that corner where
only a few rags may cover hisdead body ! There
heis !" they ery in terror. *‘Dead in that cor-
ner!” O, not there! In the night there was a
soft splendor that fell all about his house. Angel
chariots halted one moment, received him, and
noiselessly, swiftly bore away a prince of God to
his long-anticipated inheritance in glory.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Verses 1-4. Inheritance is quite another thing in
the East from our customs and laws concerning the
property of a deceased person. The unit of the
fumily under Roman law was, and to-day among
Hindoos is, not neceszarily determined by blood
relationship. The family is composed of all who
recognize the authority of the same father, The
family is a corporation of which the oldest father
in the group is the administrator. Sons marry and
bring their families into the one home; their sons
do the same; and the children and grandchildren,
and all the adults as well, are under the authority
of the oldest father of the group. Adopted or
orphun children brought in are part of the one
family. The property of all is held in common, and
the ownership is with the one oldest futher, It is
not to be divided. It is communal property, held
in the name of the oldest father, who has lifelong
authority over it. All are coheirs. It means
something from this old Roman and Hindoo stand-
point to betold that Christians are coheirs with
Jesus Christ, or that the family possession is held

“incorruptible,” as Peter now says. Whon, being
born of God, or *“ adopted " into this family, we say
 Abba,” Father, we come under this one father-
authority, and into the common property. Origi-
nally this common property under Roman law in-
cluded personal as well us real estate, but later
exceptions were made of soldiers’ puy, next of civil
service salary, next of perquisites, next if derived
from mother’s estate, and next if not derived from
either parent’s property , parents having a life inter-
est. But formerly it was not so. All inherited in
common all that was owned by any.

A young Jew in Oroomiah, who accepted Chris-
tianity and patiently endured persecution on ac-
count of his faith, was compelled to sign away all
claims to the family inheritance. He did it cheer-
fully, writing after his name, * This I do for
Christ’s sake.”

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 8 and 4. That word * inheritance.” What is
it? The pay of a soldier is not inheritance ; neither
are the fees of a lawyer nor the gains of a trade.
The rewards of tuil or skill, these are earned by
the hauds that reccive them, What is inherited, on
the other hand, may be the property »f a newborn
babe, and so the coronet won long ago by the stout
arm of valor now stands above the cradle of a
wailing infant. The rewards of the prowess of
grim old barons have descended to successors who,
holding these, enjoy broad lands and noble rank
which their wealth never bought nor their courage
won. Thus the saints hold heaven. It is theirs
not by conquest, but by heritage. Won by another
arm than their own, it presents the strongest ini-
uginable contrast to the spectacle in England’s
palace that day when the king demunded to know
of his assembled nobles by what title they held
their lands. At the rash question a hundred
swords leaped from their scabbards. ¢ By these,”
they said, ** we won, and by these will keep thew.”
How different the scene which heaven presents!
All eyes turn on Jesus with looks of love, and all
voices say, * Not unto us, O Lord, but unto Thy
name give glory.”'—Guthrie.

Verse 5. ** Kept.! The word here translated
“kept " is a military term, used for those who are
“kept” as in a fort or garrison town besieged.
There is a power above our own and above ow
enemies that guards us: salvation itself our walls
and bulwarks.— Leighton.

1t is not the hold which the child has on its
mother that keeps it safe, though it cling cver so
desperately ; but it is the strong, encireling mother-
arms about the child which hold and keep it from
fulling. Not the hold which we have of Ged, but
the hold which he hath of us, keeps us safely. We
cannot keep ourselves.
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Verses 6 and 7. No one who has been over the
Pennsylvania Railroad by daylight can forget the
wonderful horseshoe bend, The first time [ saw it,

as I looked out of my window and watched the |

rear cars of our truin gliding along toward the
curve in exuctly the opposite direction to that

which I was at that time pursuing, and realized |

that only a few minutes before 1 was myself in the
same l\'

tion, it flashed into my mind that this is
the way in whick God somctimes leads his chil-
dren. They follow his guidance, and he places
them in circumstances which scem to them unfa-
vorable to growth in Christian life. Yet he will
surely bring them by a way they know not to their
desired haven. And they will see that ut the very
time when they felt they were being led out of the
right path they were really hastening on their way
to heaven.

Gold cunnot be destroyed by fire. Fire only
melts the dross and makes the gold purer.

Tempests only serve to root the oak deeper,

These are from without. Inward decay and weak- |

ness will eause the oak’s downfall.

Verses 8 and 9. How can men to-day make the
absent Christ their most constant companion ?
The answer is that friendship is a spiritual thing.
It i« independent of matter or space or time, That
which Tlove in my friend is not that which I see.
What influences me is not his body, but his spirit.
If Christ were to come into the world again few of
us would ever have a chance of secing him. Mil-
lions of her subjects in this little country have
never seen their own queen.  And there would be
millions of the subjects of Christ who could never
get within speaking distance of him if he were
here. Our eompaniouship with him, like all true
companionship, is a spiritual communion. All
friendship, all love, human and divine, is purely
spiritual. It was after he was risen that he influ-
enced even the disciples most. Hence, in reflect-
ing the character of Christ, it is no real obstacle
that we may never have boen in visible contact
with himself. He said, ‘It is expedient for you
that I go away.”— Drummond,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Study the occasion of the writing of this letter
(the persecution in Asia Minor); its author; the
people to whom it was addressed ; its characteris-
ties....Trace the origin of the Christian churches
in Asia Minor....The lesson divides itself into:
I. Salutation to God’s Chosen Ones (verses 1, 2).
II. The Inheritance of God’s Chosen Ones (verses
3-5). III. The Endurance of God’s Chosen Oues
(verses 6-12)....0r, take the outline given in our
series: I. The Inheritance of Faith (verses 1-5).
Il. The Trial of Faith (verses 6-8), III. The
End of Faith (verses 9-12)....0r, follow the
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. plan of the /llustrative Notes, and treat, 1. The
Strangers  (verse 1). Il The Elect (verse 2).
III. The Begotten (verses 3,4). 1V. The Kept
(verse 5), V. The Tried (verses 6,7). VI. The
Rejoicing (verse 8). VIL The Saved (verses 9-12).
T'his last is pre

able for adult scholars, beeause it
is all from one point of view.  Profitable compari-
son may be made of Paul's phrascology with
Peter’s in passages like this, where they treat the
same subject. ... The Trial of Faith : Faith is tried
(1) by privation and loss; (2) by prosperity :
() by little exusperations ; (4) by ucute and unex-
pected temptations from Satan ; (5) by the ordi-
nary atmosphere of the world, the secular surround-
ings of life ; (6) by inrellectual difficulties concern-
ing God's revelation; (7) by illness or physical
weakness.  But all these trials bring out the in-
creased preciousness of gold that never perisheth.

.Eleetion, predestination, and foreordination
1 resolve themselves in the last analysis to this:
| (M He that believeth shall be suved from the guilt
| and power of sin : (2) hethat endureth to the end

precious gift of faith thereby become the sons of

God, and being sons they shall receive the spirit

of holiness to walk as Christ walked....If the

whole universe is interested in onr salvation, and
| angels desire to look into it, what sort are we if
| we negleet it ¢

i shall be saved eternally ; (8) they who receive the
|
|
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Dirkcrions ror Corors.—The word * faith” in
white, and the other words in the sentence light
blue. “This is mine” in red or purple. The

crown, bright yellow or white, touched up with
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purple. The words in the rays of light should be
made with strong colors, like dark red.

The design is not intended to be used during u |

review other than to bring forth the thought of
personal possession in the divine inheritance re-
ferred to in verse 4, God is my Father.
his Son. He is my Brother. I am a joint heir.
This crown of life is mine, my very own.

Jesus is

Primary and Intermediate.

Lissox Tuovenr. The Heavenly Home.

Introductory. Our lastlesson was found in a let-
ter written by one of the Lord’s apostles. What
was his name? Yes, James. ‘Do you know the
names of any other apostles who wrote letters ¢
Yes, Paul and John and Peter.

Our lesson to-day is from one of the letters Peter
wrote to the strangers scattered about in different
countries. Shall I tell you why they left their
homes and went to far countries ?

The men who hated Jesus hated his followers,
They did not want anyone to believe that Jesus
was the Son of God, and they tried to make people
afraid to talk about Jesus or to hear about him!
When a man with a very hard heart became em-
peror or king he would give orders to persecute
the Christians ; and then believers in Jesus would
have to fly fortheir lives! They would be hunted
as if they were very wicked people; all their
property would be taken away ; they would be put
in prizon, and often they would be killed !

It was after such a persecution that Peter wrote
two letters to these * strangers,” They were not
strangers to Jesus, They loved him so much that
they would not deny their fuith ever to save their
lives. But they were among strange.., and very
sad and troubled. How glad they would be to get
u letter from Peter!

[With flat crayon make a path tending upward
on the board. Near the beginning of the path
make several straight marks.]

Everybody in this world is traveling to another
land. This is not our home; God has put us here
to stay a little while and get ready for the better
Jhome, which will last forever. 1 have made some
marks here in the path to stand for the travelers.
There are men and women and children ; every
person you see is taking this journey to the other
world. Little children have just begun the jour-
ney. When you sing the pretty song, * We are
little pilgrims, marching, marching,” that is what
you mean—that you have started on the journey
that leads to heaven.

[The song referred to may be found in Mrs.
Crafts’ Songs for Little Folks, and is admirably
adapted to this lesson.]

But the path is not all smooth and pleasant.
Sometimes you will come to a very rough place

| which will be hard to getover. There will be hills
| of difficulty and sharp thorns of temptation.
Great, rough rocks of trouble are found in the path.
Yes, all these are to be found in the puth
that leads from this world to heaven! Are you
afraid ¢ Do you want some strong, brave friend to
| go with you and help you along ?

Peter knew that these strangers had come to
these hard places, and so he wrote to tell them
what to think about. * Look away to the end of
the path,” said Peter. *See what God has wait-
ing for you! You are rich and happy. God’s
home is yours, Soon you will be there with him.
Never mind the troubles here. There is some-
thing so good a little furtheron!”

This is the way Peter talked. He felt rich, and
he wanted all these sad-hearted Christians to be
glad, because they were God’s children and heirs
to a heavenly home !

There is a sweet song that shows how Peter felt,
and how we may feel too. [Sing, ** I'm the child
of a King.”)

[At the end of the puth
| make sun rays falling buck
| upon the path, and impress
| the thought that all children
| who love Jesus may be glad
l" \{ [ H~ | even when in trouble, be-
4 ) | cause they are going straight
— B toward God’s home of light
and love, and he lets the light come streaming out
to show the way to those who love and obey him. |
I have something very good to show you right
here, at the end of the way. You muy spell the
| word that T will print—S-A-L-V-A-T-I1-O-N.
| Do you know what this means? Getting safe
home! Away from the sin and sorrow and fear!
Out of earth’s little, dark lifeinto the large, bright,
blessed life of heaven! O, how glad we ought to
be that our dear Lord has made such a good way
forus! And the way is Jesus Christ! If we be-
lieve in his dear love and obey his teaching, this
glad, sweet home will be ours !

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.
Grace, 'tis a charming sound.
0 holy Saviour! friend unseen.
1 heard the voice of Jesus say.
Tord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole.
Glorious things of thee are spoken.

No. 2.

God loved the world of sinners lost
Jesus all my grief is sharing.

All for Jesus ! all for Jesus !

Lord, we come in faith believing.
Breast the wave, Christian,
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The Lesson Catechism,
[For the entire school, |

1. Of what future blessing have Christians o |

lively hope? An inheritance incorruptible,
2. Where is this inheritance? Reserved in
heaven for us,

3. What hope have we of getting it? We are
kept by the power of God for it.

4. To whom does this inheritance belong ¢! To
all who with full heart believe in Jesus.

5. What is the Goupexy Texr? ¢ Giving

| thanks unto the Father,” ctc.

A. D, 95 or 96.]

LESSON XII. THE GLORIFIED SAVIOUR.

[Dec. 17,

GOLDEN TEXT. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him

a name which is above every name. Phil, 2. 9.

Authorized Version.
Rev. 1. 9«20 [Commit to memory verses 17, 18.)

9 I John, who also am your brother, and com-
punion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and {m~
tience of Je'sus Christ, was in the isle that is called
Pat'mos, for the word of God, and for the testi-
mony of Je'sus Christ,

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and
heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

11 Saying, I am .-\l'phu and O'me-ga, the first
and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a
book, and send #f unto the seven churches which
are in A'si-a; unto Eph’e-sus, and unto Smyr'na,
and unto Per'ga-mos, and unto Thy-a-ti'ra, and
unto Sar'dis, and unto Phil-a-del'phi-a, and unto
La-od-i-ce'a,

12 And I turned to sce the voice that uruku with
me.  And being turned, I saw seven golden can-
dlesticks ;

13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks
one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a gar-
ment down to the foot, and girt about the paps
with a golden girdle.

14 His head and %is hair were white like wool,
a8 white as snow ; and his eyes were us a flame of
fire ;

15 And his feet like unto fine brass, us if they
burned in a furnace ; and his voice as the sound
of many waters.

16 And he had in his vight hand seven stars:
and out of his mouth went, a sharp two-edged
sword: and his countenance was as the sun
shineth in his strength,

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his fect as
dead. And he laid his right hand upon_ me, say-
ing unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last :

18 Zam he that liveth, and was dead ; and, be-
hold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
the keys of hell and of death,

19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and
the things which are, and the things which shall
be hereafter;

20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou
suwest in my right hand, and the seven golden
candlesticks.” The seven stars are the angels of
the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks
which thou sawest are the seven chureches,

Revised Version.

9 IJohn, your brother and partaker with you
in the tribulation and kingdom and patience
whick are in Je'sus, was in the isle that is
called Pat'mos, for the word of God and the
testimony of Je'sus. | wasin the Spirit on the
Lord's day, and 1 heard behind me a great
voice, as of o trumpet, saying, What thou seest,
write in a book, and send it to the seven
churches ; unto Eph'c-sus, and unto Smyr'na,
and unto Per'ga-mum, and unto Thy -ti'ra,
and unto Sur'dis, and unto Phil-a-del'phi-a, and
unto La-od-i-ce’a. And I turned to see the
voice which spake with me. And having
turned I saw seven golden candlesticks ; and in
the midst of the candlesticks one like unto a son
of man, clothed with a garment down to the
foot, and girt about at the breasts with agolden
girdle. And his head and his hair were white
as white wool, white as snow ; and his eyes
15 were as a flame of fire; and his feet like unto
burnished brass, as if it had been refined in a
furnace ; and his voice as the voice of many
16 waters.  And he had in his right hand seven
stars : and out of his mouth proceeded a sharp
two-edged sword : and his countenance was as
17 the sun shineth in his strength.  And when 1
saw him, I fell at his feet as one dead, And he
laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not H
Lam the first and the last, and the Living one;
18 and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for
evermore, and I have the keys of death and of
19 Hudes. Write therefore the things which thou
sawest, and the things which are, and the
20 things which shall come to pass hereafter ; the
mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest
inmy right hand, and the seven golden can-
dlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the
seven churches: and the seven candlesticks
are seven churches.

s
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TIME OF WRITING.—About 95 or 96
A.D. PLACE.—The Isle of Patmos, RUL-
ER.—Domitian, Emperor of Rome. CON«
NECTING LINKS.—The story of the years
from 68 to 98 is a story of persecution of Christians
by Roman authorities. Jerusalem is destroyed ;

the temple is burned ; the apostles are all dead but
John; ten persceutions have vexed the Church
and destroyed countless Christians: still the
Church grows. The Church owes one of the most
wonderful books of the Bible to this lust persecu-
tion by Domitian, which sent John an exile to-

'
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Patmos. [For another view see Critica! Notes.]
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The present
existence of Christ,
HOME READINGS,

M. The glorified Saviour. Rev. 1. 9-20.

Tu. First and last. Rev. 1. 1-5.

W. Jesus transfigured. Mark 9. 1-10,

Th. Stephen’s sight of Christ.  Acts 7. 54-60.

F. Daniel’s vision. Dan. 7. 9-14.

8. The glory of Christ. Heb. 1. 1-12.

S. ‘“ Worthy is the Lamb!" Rev. 5. 6-14.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 4, New Canadian Hymnal,

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise.

No. 10, New Canadian Hymnal.

Let earth and heaven agree,
Angels and men be joined.

No. 5, New Canadian Hymnal.

All hail the power of Jesus' name !
Let angels prostrate fall.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Voice, v. 9-11.

Where was John ¢

Why was he sent there !

On what day did these events take place ?

Where was John at the time of this vision 2

Under what influence was he ?

What Spirit is herc referred to? (2 Peter 1. 21.)

Like what did the voice round ¢

What did the Lord say he was?

What is the meaning of the phrase Alpha and
Omega, which John uses so often ?

What command was given te John ?

To whom was he to send the message ?
2. The Vision, v. 12-20.

What did John see first ¢

Who had seen this vision before? (Zech. 4. 2.)

What did the candlesticks represent! (Verse
20.)

Why is the Church like a candlestick ? (Matt.
5. 145 Phil. 2. 15)

Who stood in the midst of the candlesticks ?

Who is meant by the Son of man? (Matt.
16, 13.)

What was his clothing ¢

Who wore a girdle of gold? (Exod. 39, 5.)

What was Christ’s appearance !

What were in his hand?

What did these represent ! (Verse 20.)

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That Christ is living now and forever?
2, That Christ walks among his people ?
8. That Christ holds the keys of eternal life !

Hints for Home Study.
1. Read the account of our Lord’s transfiguration
and compare it with this,
2. Reread Lesson V of the First Quarter and com-
pare it with this,
3. Read the message given to each of the angels
of the seven churches,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. The Voice, v. 9-11.
What was the name of the seer?
How does he describe himself'?
Why wus he on Patmos ?
On what day has he his vision ?
What did he hear ?
What words were uttered ?
What did the scer do when he heard ?
2. The Vision, v. 12-20.
What did John first see ?
What else did he see ?
How was this being elad ?
How is his appearance described ¥
What is said of his voice !
What had he in his hand ?
‘What went from his mouth ¢
What was this sharp sword ? (Sce Heb, 4, 182,)
How was John affected by the vision?
What did the vision do ?
‘What was said to quiet John's fears ?
What honor has God given his Son? (Goupe
Text.)
What command was given John ?
What did the stars represent ?
What did the candlesticks mean ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That Jesus lives forever?
2. That Jesus cares for his Church ?
3. That Jesus guards his ministers ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.

Reread Lesson V of the First Quarter.
Read the account of the transfiguration.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What is the last book in the Bible? The Reve
elation,

Who wrote it The apostle John.

To whom did he write it? To all the
churches,

Where was John when he wrote this book ! Om

What was the effect of the vision on the apostle? ' the isle of Patmos,
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What did he hear speaking to him on the Lord’s
Day? A great voice,

Whose was the voice that spoke ! The Lord?s,

What did he call himselft ¢ Alpha and
Omegn.*’

What does this mean? The first and the
last.

Where did he tell John to write his words ¢ In
a book.

Before what did John fall as one dead ? Before
the glory of the Lord.

What did the Lord say to him? ¢¢ Pear
uot.”

What keys did he say he had?  The keys of
hell and of death,

[ What did he tell John to write ? Things prese
ent and things to come.
What were the seven candlesticks which John
saw ¢ The seven churches,
What were the seven stars ! The angels of
the churches,

Words with Little People.
"The Lord Jesus Christ lived on earth as u poor
man.  He did it so that he might save us, But

| now he lives in heaven in the glory which he had *

|

i before the world was made.  John saw him and
| heard his wonderful words, Shall we listen too ¢
|

|

Lesson Truth,
| I'am he that liveth,

General Statement.

Among the isles of the Agean Sea, off the coast of Asia Minor, is one called Patmos. 1t is ubout eight
wiles long and not wore than a mile wide. 1t s a dreary and barren island, with few streams in its
valleys and few trees to give shade, Here, in his old age, John, the apostle, was banished in o time
of perseeution.  But John could well endure the rigors of banishment from carthly companionship, for
in that isle his eyes were opened to behold the heavenly glories, lesaw his Lord, upon whose bosom he

had leaned full half a century before. But Jesus aj

peared not now in the body of his humiliation, but

in full glory as the Son of God, and stunding among the seven golden candlesticks which represented the
churehes of his love.  His head shone, his eyes flashed, his feet glittered like molten brass. He was

robed in dazzling white, and girdled with gold.

The aged apostle fell at his feet, but Christ's voiee,

gentle a3 in times of old, reassured him, and a tender hand was laid upon his head. He was bidden
arise and behold things that had been, that were, and that were to be. He was lifted up to heaven and

saw the throne of God, and from that lofty height looked down upon the earth, beholding as in a pan-
orama the stages of Christian history from the apostolie age down to the scenes of the Jjudgment day,

Verse 9. Your brother. No doctorof divinity |

or pishop had ever so honorable a title as John’s—
that of apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, But he
writes himself down here without titles us

*“brother” and ** companion” of the *troubled i

oner.” Tribulation is a Latin word taken over
into English, It originally meant wheat-thrash-

ing, but came to be used figuratively for persceu- |
tion and trial. Kingdom. The Empire of Rome

had by severe repressive laws made war upon the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ—without, however, recog-

nizing its royal authority,  The weapon used by |
the empire was persceution (*“ tribulation”); the |

weapon used by the kingdom was patience (that
meekness which nobody but Jesus and his follow-
ers believed was the inheritor of the earth) ; John's
‘* brotherhood ” and ¢ companionship”  freely
shared both the persecution and the patience of his

fellow-Christians.  Of Jesus Christ. It was, |

then, the patience of Jesus which helped them to
endure; they had become ¢ partakers  of his holy
nature. The isle that is called Patmos. A
desolate little island in the Hgean Bea; it is about
eight miles long and one broad, with a bold and
deeply indented shore, and was used by the
Romans as a place of banishment for criminals, Tt
now contains about four theusand inhabitants.
They snow a cave where, according to tradition,
John saw and wrote down his visions, For the

word of God, and for the testimony of Je-
sus Christ.  Fidelity to the Gospel was punished
by Domitian, the Emperor of Rome, who banished
John to Patimos,

10. I was in the Spirit. He was spiritually
transported.  We talk of a man being *“ out of his
head ™ or “in his senes ;" this applies a similar
idiom to one’s spiritual lif, On the Lord’s
| day.  As a devout Jew, John must always
have regarded the Sabbath, our Saturday, as a day
of special sanetity ; but more holy still was the fol-
lowing day, made memorable by our Lord’s resur-
rection, and probably also by his ascension to
| heaven. 1If ever a Christian while still on earth
| can soar to the invisible world into the highest
region of spirituul realities, it is on the Lord’s
day.

11. T am Alpha and Omega, This is
omitted from the Revised Version, not being in the
| most ancient manuseripts,  Alpha and Omega are
the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet,
What thou seest. The succession of visions
with which he was about to be favored. A book.
A purchment roll, though some ancient books were
made of papyrus. The seven churches which
are in Asia.  There were far more than seven
churches in what we now ecall Asia, more even in
what is called Asia Minor; but these were in
* proconsular Asia,” the western district of Asia
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Minor. The churches here mentioned were the
centers of Christian lite in that most populous por-
tion of the ancient world, and collectively they are
truly representative of the Church of Christ in ‘
cevery country and age, They were situated one in |
ench of the following places: In Ephesus, the |
great commereial capital, renowned for size,
wealth, and wickedness ; Smyrna, only forty
niles away, but an influential city ; in Perga=
mos, one of the two greatest literary centers of
Eustern antiquity 5 in Thyatira, u Macedonian
colony ; in Sardis, once the capital of Crosus, |
fifty miles northeast of Smyrna and thirty south |
of Thyatira; in ™hiladelphia, twenty-five or |
thirty miles southeust of Sardis ; and in Laodi=
cea, fumous for its wool trade.

12. Seven golden candlesticks.
separate lamp stands, which one would suppose
must in John's mind have conneeted themselves
with the seven-branched cundlestick of the sanctus
ary in Jerusalem.  The Church is the light of the
world.

13. In the midst.
The Son of man.

Seven

Walking between them,
The Revised Version says,
“a son cof man,” a human being. A garment
down to the foot. Such arobe was worn by
nobles and priests, especially by the Hebrew high
priest.  Girt about the paps with a golden
girdle. Both the high position and the rich ma-
terial of this girdle indicate the sovercignty of its
wearer: a toiler would have had a leathern girdle,
and he would have had it tied tightly around his
waist. This description shows the Son of man as
hoth King and priest.

14. His head and his hairs were white,
Splendidly pure.  To say like wool and as
white as snow only intensifies the description,
His eyes were as a flame of fire. Piercing
und beautiful.  No sin he cannot see, no enmity he
eannot consume, no mystery he cannot solve.

15. His feet like unto fine brass, As it

CRITICAL

The character of the material in this lesson is
introductory.  As an introduction it is of value
not so much for its ethical content as for its his-
torical data. Its purpose is to bring us into sym-
pathy with the standpoint of the author, so he
tells us who he is, where he was, and why he
was there: what he saw, what he heard, and
the ehurches to whom he is commanded to write,
Studied as the historieal background of the book,
these verses will prove interesting and instructive,

The following analysis will be an aid to more
detailed study @ The author and circumstances of
the vision (verse 9); Commanded to write to the
seven churches (verses 10, 11) 3 The vision (verses
12-16) ; The message (verses 17-20).

Verse 9. 1John, Thedate of the writing ofthe
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they burned in a furnace. His fuce glowed like
metal under a white heat.  ** Brass ' was one of
the most valued metals of the ancients, in demand
for ornament as well as for use. His voice as
the sound of many waters, Loud and mu-
sical like the roar of the sea.  John had seen Je-
sus on the Mount of Transfiguration, when his
carthly form was thus illumined, and he now sat,
or stood, within the sound of the waves which
broke on the cliffs of Patmos.

16. In his right hand seven stars. Ield
like a bunch of flowers,  Verse 20 explains these
stars to be emblems of the angels of the churches,
and these angels were doubtless pastors, who in the
truest sense represent the Church. It is but fair
to say, however, that some bave explained the
angel of the Church us * a method of representing
the Church itself, the moral image of the Church
as it struck the eye of the observer.,” A sharp
twoeedged swords For a mere picture it would
be awkward to conecive of a sword proceeding out
of the mouth ; but we have the same figure alimost
in the colloquial phrase, * cutting words.” The
thought is that the utterances of Jesus are pene-
trating and are two-edged, eommending some, con-
demning others. As the sun shineth in his
strength,  What a splendor of Christ this
depiets!

17,18, I fell at his feet as dead. From awe
and terror.  Fear note He laid his right hand,
and by touch as well as by word he comforted his
frightened servant. Liveth, and was dead.
Both are foundation facts in the Christian faith,
The keys of hell and of de: . Ofdeathand
of Hades. Jesus has the government of hell and
the government of the pluce of the departed; the
realms of death and of life are alike under his
control.

20. The mystery.
the secure signification.

lather the explanation,
It follows,

NOTES.

Apocalypse is located by the most recent scholurs
in the year 68-69 A. . The question of the author-
ship is much more ditficult, and cannot be regarded
as settled.  Difference of opinion has existed from
avery carly time, Of the three writings acered-
ited to John—the Apocalypse, the gospel, and
the first letter—the last two are very similar to
cach other and equally dissimilar to the first.

In the first centuries this difference was used by
some as an argument to diseredit the Johannine
authorship of the Apoealypse. One of the most
remarkable eriticisms of the early Church, quoted
with approval by Eusebius, is that of Dionysius,
Bishop of Alexandria. This eminent scholar had
no disposition to remove the Apocalypse from the
canon, but adduced against the traditional author-
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ship an almost exhaustive array of arguments, In
modern times the school of Baur accepted the
Johannine authorship of the Apocalypse, und from
this standpoint argued it impossible to uceredit
the gospel to the same author, The objections
urged against one author for the three books are
in the main :

1. In the Gospel and the First Epistle of John the
name of the author is not mentioned, The writer
persistently keeps himself out of sight, while in
the Apocalypse the author discloses at once his
name, and repeats it without hesitation,

. Mentioning his numne as he does, it is not as
ostle or as the beloved disciple, but simply
as u brother and partaker in tribulation,

4. The author speaks of the twelve objectively
as an outsider, and in one case presupposes the
death (Rev, 21, 143 18, 20),

4. The subject-matter of the gospel and the
cpistle is almost identical. The key words—* the
lif
Father and the Son,” ete.—run through them
both.  But the Apoealypse is different from these
writings, and foreign to them, not touching nor in
the least bordering upon them; almost, s0 to
speak, without even a syllable in common with
theni,

5. The Judaistic trend of the Apocalypse : the
anti-Judaistic trend of the gospel.

4. The dietion of the gospel is pure and clegant.
‘* The Apocalypse is written in ruder Greek, con-
tuining barbarous idioms, und in some places
solecisms, "

Papius states that there were two Johns and
disciples of the Lord, an apostle and a preshyter,

8. Eusebius records the tradition of two tombs |
in Ephesus, each of which is called John's to the |

present day.
On the other hand, it is claimed that * the

Apocalypse is one of the best authenticated books |

of the New Testament. It was used by Papias
und others of the earliest fathers, and already by
Justin Martyr was expressly aseribed to the apostle
John. Tradition, so far as we have it, is unani-
mous, with the exception of the Alogi.,” Those
who aceept this tradition as authoritative find
little difficulty in answering satisfuctorily to
themselves the objections cited above.  For in-
stance, the fuet that in the Apocalypse the author
discloses und asserts himself is a characteristic of
all prophetic writings. Difference of theme, and
consequent difference of style is duce to changed
circumstances and lapse of time. The Judaistic
bias of the Apocalypse is denied, and the tra-
dition of the two Johns and the two tombs in

Ephesus regarded as insufficient to set aside a |

book o well authentieated.

10. I came under the influence of the
Spirit. The difference between a *man being
in the Spirit” and *the Spirit being in man"
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marks the distinetion between prophetic costasy
and inspiration. In the first case the human sub-
ject is passive ; the personality is absorbed. What
he sees is objective and passes as a panorama
before him.  Inspiration in the highest sense
| implies a human personality quickened and in-
| tensified in its aspirations. The Apocalypse is an
| illustration of the former; the Gospel of John
| or Paul’s letter to the Romans, good examples of
| the latter.
The distinetively Jewish character of this
bolism is finely portrayed in the following :
| purely Jewish stamp of this vision should not
| escape attention,  With the Jew the religious idea
| Was everuppermost § the artistic ever secondary, if
considered at all.”  Any attempt to give external
| embodiment to this description of the risen Lord
| must detract from the sublimity of the mental
| concept,

“the light,”” * grace,” ““ truth,” “the |

The Lesson Council,

Question 1. What is it to be in the Spirit? To
what extent may we be in the Spirit ?

To be in the Spirit is to huve an clevation of soul
which fits us to think about spiritual things and
enjoy spiritual experiences (1 Cor. 12, 2).  In such
| & condition the mind is prepared to reecive the
| revelation of the Holy Spirit and interpret the
| word of God to others (2 Cor, 3. 6). Each one may
| enter upon this experience to the extent of his

committal to God and aeceptance of the Holy Spirit
| s an abiding presence in his soul (Eph. 5. 18, 19).

Question 2. /un what physical, mental, and
spivitual condition was John when he received this
| revelution ?
| The apostle became—that is, came to be—in the
Spirit on the Lord’s day. His consciousness was so
| lifted up that his spiritual nature entered into
| complete communication with the spirit realm,
There was a mental rapture, or eestasy, that pro-
duced sueh descriptions of his glorious vision as
would have been impossible to him in any other
than this supernatural state, Doubtless his intense
spiritual condition rendered him unconscious of
his physical nature.  The outer world was shut
out, and the inner life of the seer was so possessed
by God's spirit that immediate communication was
estublished with the invisible world,

Question 3. /s there a veference to the first day
of the week in verse 10t [s there suflicient warrant
from Sevipture for vegarding the first day of the week
as holy ?

The first question should be answered in the
affirmative. If the Sabbath had been meant it
would have been so designated. The first day of

. the week, marked as 1t was by the glorious fact of
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the resurrection, and separated from other days by
special Christian duties, had already become
known as preeminently **the Lord’s day.” The
Sabbath and the Lord’s day are nowhere confused
in Scripture, nor for some centuries after the close
of the canon, The warrant for regarding the first
day of the week as saered is to be found in apos-
tolic practice, in ecclesiastical enactment, and in
the blessings which have followed upon its observ-
ance, rather than in any specific rule or command
of the New Testament.

Question 4. /ave the details of this vision—the
white hairs, brazen feet, flaming eyes, seven stars—
any special significance ?

The details are too incongruous to be considered
as merely aiding to bring out a general meaning
from the whole, while lacking special significance
of theirown. The white hairs, making him un-
cient of days, point to Christ’s preexistence ; the
flaming eyes to world-piercing wisdom, omnis-
¢ience; the brazen feet to activity which has not
ceased, though he is glorified ; the voice like the
sound of many waters ; to the power of the heav-
enly, as contrasted with seeming weakness of his
carthly, utterance, The sword is the word of God.
The countenance like the sun represents the gen-
eral majesty of his aspect.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.

The Saviour in John’s Vision.

I. A Livine Person.
He that liveth. . ..was dead. v, 18,
* Raised....dieth no more,” Rom. 6. 9.
“Declared....Son of God.” Rom. 1, 4.
I1. A Groriovs BeiNG.
One like. ...Son of man. v. 18-16,
“The Ancient of days.” Dan. 7. 9.
“ Light of the morning.” 2 Sam. 23. 4.
1II. A Conqueror Over DeaTn,
Have the keys. .. .of death, v. 18,
Q) death, where is thy sting?" 1 Cor. 15, 55.
“Phe resurrection, and the life,”” John 11. 25.
26.
1V. Warcn¥vrn Over nis Cavren,
Send. .. .the seven churches. v. 11,
“Love God....known of him.” 1 Cor. 8. 3.
“ Know my sheep.”” John 10. 14.
V. WarkinG 1N H1s CHURCH.
In the midst. .. .candlesticks. v. 18.
Seven candlesticks. . . .seven churches. v. 20,
‘ An habitation of God.” Eph. 2. 22.
“Temple of the living God.” 2 Cor, 6, 16,

Thoughts for Young People.

Facts Concerning Christ.

1. We learn in this lesson that Christ, though
ance dead, is now living. Upon that fact depends

the truth of the Gospel. If Christ did not rise,
then we are all deceived. If he rose, we too shall
rise.

2. We learn that Christ loves us. (Revised
Version, verse 5.) He loved the world, and from
love came to save it ; he loved his disciples on the
carth, and now he loves all men and is willing o
save all,

3. We learn thut Christ died for us, and by his
dying takes away our sins. (Verse 5.) We can-
not understand the mystery of his atoning death,
but we can belicve it as a fuct, asserted all through
the Bible.

4. Welearn that Christgives us high privileges
—*kingsand priests.” (Verse 6.) Those who fol-
low Christ in his humiliation shall share in his ex-
altation.

5. We learn that Christ in his glory still wears
the likeness of his humanity. He appeared to
John as * one like unto a son of man.” It is our
brother-man who sits upon the throne. (Verse 18.)

6. We learn that Christ in glory has n deep in-
terest in his people on the earth. He holds in his
hands the stars, which represent his ministers ;
and he walks among the candlesticks, which rep-
resent his churches, 1e knows their condition
and their need. (Verses 12-18.)

Lesson Word-Pictures.

O Patmos, bare and bleak and rocky! One duy
there is left upon your shores a prisoner, Patmos
looks at him. He is only an ordinary man, appar-
ently, perhaps poverty-clad, and Roman soldiers
jostle him about.

“ Poor prisoner |’ you say, pityingly.

How little Patmos understands the man thrust
out upon its rocks. What connection he has with
heaven! What visions are to hang upon his eyes !
What harmonies will roll through his soul ! Whaut
splendors will dazzle, what joys will thrill! How
far into the future will hiseyes pierce, seeing what
woes upon the earth, hearing what solemn an-
nouncements of judgnent !

Scenes of glory? How memorable is the reve-
lation that one day brings! It is the Lord’s day.
Patmos does not keep the Lord’s day. The apos-
tle keeps it, and how precious the association of
the hallowed hours! How sweet the xong of any
birds, how rare the flowers, how laden with bless-
ings the winds that breathe across the blue sea!
All the day is one garden like that of Joseph of
Arimathea; and lo, in the garden is John's risen
Lord! The vision comes suddenly. The apostle
is in the Spirit, so still, so hushed, and yet so
thrilled and stirred. And what docs he hear?
A voice 5o clear and echoing, trumpet-like! How
those tones thrill the soul, “I am Alpha and
Omega.” Whois it thus commanding in his proc-
lamation? John turns, and O, never-to-be-for-
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gotten vision of the still Sabbath hour!
seven golden candlesticks. With what a soft, lus-
trous flame they burn! And what form is that
rising up against this surface of gold and flame ¢
Lo, One clothed in stainless robes, a shining girdle
about his form, his hair like snowy flecce, his eyes
u piercing flame, his feet duzz the molten
brass in the furnace hour! Il ressive his
voice, growing, swelling into the sound of many
waters ! And in the grasp of his right hand is the
glory of the Pleiades, and out of his mouth
flashes a sword of two-edged flame, while his fuce
shines as the noonday sun !

What wonder that the apostle fulls to the earth!
There, at the feet of the glorified One, he lies as if
dead.  He stirs not, speaks not, looks not, Is he
dead, cut down by the awful sword of flame ? 0,
gentle and uplifting the touch of a hand, and ten-
der and comforting that voice, * Fear not !

Yes, ““ Fear not !

Why should John fear ?

It is the voice of Jesus, the Friend on whose
bosom leaned the beloved diseiple ; the Teacher

who so spoke at Galilee and Bethany and in the |

temple courts ; the Saviour who agonized at Geth-
semane and suffered on Calvary and rose from the
tomb! Why should John fear when that hand of
Jesus, dearest friend, wisest teacher, most gracious
Redeemer, is laid upon him ?

*“ Write,” does his Lord say ¢

Yes, he will write,

Soon I see him sitting down, still in the Spirit’s
hush and power, to tell scattered companies of be-
lievers what the Lord may say.  He will write to
the seven stars that Jesus holds in his right hand,
and to the seven golden candlesticks amid which
he stands and shines, Yes, he will turn to the
wonders of that day and tell the seven churches
of the impressive glories of Patmos,

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

Verse 18. The “keys of hell and of death®
is, like almost every part of this Book of Revela-
tion, purely oriental imagery. The Egyptian
Book of the Dead was compiled, as is supposed,
seven hundred years before John wrote this. It
is a miscellaneous collection of Egyptian theolog-
ical ideas. Chapter 125 shows Osiris, the god of
the dead, seated on his throne, and near him forty-
two judges; before him a balance, in one scale of
which is placed the heart of the dead man who is
being judged, and in the other the symbol of the
divine law. The dead thus brought to judgment
is obliged to affirm his innocence, while the judges
watch whether the heart in the balance confirms
the truthfulness of the confession or declaration
of innocence. He is obliged to say :

“Tam not a robber, I am not a murderer, I am
not & niggard,

He sees | T am not a teller of lies, I am not a monopolizer of

food,

| Tam not an extortioner, I am not unchuste, [ am

not an adulterer,

| Tam not the cause of others' tears, T am not a dis-
sembler,

I am not a doer of violence, I am not & domincer-
ing character,

I am not an eavesdropper, 1 am not a chatterer,

I am not obscene, T am not an exciter of alarms,

T um not hot in specch, Ido not turn a deaf car to
the words of rightcousness, I am not foul-
mouthed, T am not a striker, I am not a quar-
reler, I do not revoke my purpose, I do not
multiply clamor in reply to words,”

By Way of Illustration,
Verse . St. John, banished to the lonely isle of
Patmos, was rewarded by a vision of the glorified
Suviour. The three Hebrew children cast into the

| flery furnace were sustained with the presence of

God. Pentecost says of Stephen’s martyrdom :
* God did not interpose to save Stephen from the
cruel death that awaited him down here on the
carth, but gave him instead a vision of the glory
that awaited him in that near heavenly world
which far more than compensated him for the pain
of martyrdom. If only we could keep in mind
that God has two worlds, whercof le has made us
citizens through Jesus Christ, we should not make
such one-sided interpretations of his providences
down here ; and many of the things we so bitterly
complain of would to us, iff only we could see
through tffe opened heavens, be matters of un-
speakable joy to our souls.”

Virses 13 and 20,  Seven candlesticks are the
seven churches,” The sole reason for having a
church in this world is that it may be a light-
bearer,  Christ said to his disciples : * Ye are the
light of the world.” * When a diamond ceases to
reflect the light it ceases to become a diamond.”
So when a church ceases to radiate light it be-
comes a useless thing. Its value lies solely in its
reflecting power.

Verses 13-17.  Jesus Christ is in the midst of bis
churches, and holds his ministers in his right hand.
““God’s truth and God’s Church are safe in this
world. If a visitor to 8t. Paul’s Cathedral, Lon-
don, should, before venturing inside, walk about
those massive walls, and examine anxiously to see
if the floor would hold him, we would laugh him
to scorn.  Very like such a traveler is the man
who is afraid God's word and his Church will he
overturned.”

Ferse18. Not one of those we have seen die

has come back to tell us what there is beyond. As
you sit thinking of the certainty of death and the
doubt about the future, let this voice come to you,

#
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clear with personality and sweet and strong with
love: * 1 am he that liveth, and was dead, and am
alive for evermore.” At once death changes from
the terrible end of life into a most mysterious, but
no longer terrible, experience of life. Not merely
is there o future beyond the grave, but it is in-
habited by One who speuks to ug, who went there
by the way that we must go, who will receive us
when we come. This is the account Christ gives
of himself after his resurrcction and ascension,

The devils of despair are scattered before that |
voiee, and fall on their faces like the Roman sol- |

diers who saw him come forth from the tomb of

the Arimathean, and trembled with fright, and
knew that their day was over, and that the prison- |

er they thought was dead was indeed too strong
for them to keep.

“ The keys of death.” Christ, then, having ex-
perienced death, has the keys of death to open its
meaning and to guide the way through it for those
who are to die like him. It is because he died
that he holds the keys of death. Do we not know
how any soul that passed through a great ex-
perience holds the keys of that experience, so that,
as he sees another coming up to it just as igno-
rantly and fearfully as he came, he ean run up to
this newcomer and open the door for him, show
him on what side this experience is best entered,
lead him through the dark passages of it, where he
could not easily find his way alone, and at last
bring him out into the splendor of the light be-
yond ?

The Teachers' Meeting.

Draw a map showing the location of the seven
churches and of Patmos ribe John, an old
man in exile at Patmos....The vision which he
there beheld: (1) The time—* the Lord’s day.”
Show how early the first day of the week began to

be observed, and find an allusion to it in Paul's |

2) The apostle’s condition—
“in the Spirit.”....(3) The voice (verses 10, 11).
....(4) The candlesticks, Show how they were a
type of the Church....(5) The glorified Saviour;
his appearance....(6) The effect of the vision....
The teachings will naturally group around the a

life (Acts 20.7)..

count of the vision which John beheld. One linc f

of teaching on this subject is, * The Glorified
Saviour.”

References.

Freeman. Ver. 18: Keys, 502, Foster’s Cyoro-
PEDIA. Prose, 10003, 11595, 3367, 9392, 9393, 3365,
797. Ver. 9: Prose, 11858, 11859, 5587. Poetical,
8856. Ver. 10: Poetical, 2821, Prose, 3658, 4885,
Ver. 20: Prose, 7277,

Blackboard.

WX SAVIQUR

This Much | Know.

Dinkcrions or Cotors.—Outline the cross with
light blue ; the words My Saviour” in bright red
The sentence, ** Alive
, and the re-

or scarlet; rays, yellow,
for evermore,” write with white chal
maining sentence in green, shaded with yellow or

| red,

Brackpoarp Tuovent.—* This much T know”
from this lesson: “ My Saviour is alive for ever-
more,” a living, glorious, loving, ministering per-
son. He cares for his mes res for me,

The following may also be used on the board as a

sengers 3 he ¢

review exercise :
WHO?
WHEN?
WHERE ¢
WIIAT ?

JOHN., L.L. A. 90.
SUNDAY.
PATMOS,
HE SAW JESUS,
Le G. C. L.

E catioN. —Write the words Who? When ¢
Wher d What ? on the board., Then the an-
swers,

Who? John,
years of age.

When 2 On Sunday.

Where? On the isle of Patmos.
What? John’s vision; whit
Living, Glorious, Conquering, Loving; King of

kings, and Lord of lords.

Instead of writing on the board the answers in
full, write the first letter of each word, then re-
view the questions and answers by pointing to the
letters on the hoard.

Last living apostle, Ninety

he saw—Jesus,

Primary and Intermediate.

Lesson Tuovent, Jesus lives to-day.

[Print with colored erayon, ** The disciple whom
Jesus loved.”]

Jesus loved all his disciples, even poor, sinful
Judas ; but for one he had a special love. Do you
know his name? Yes, it was John. Do you not
think John was honest, kind, loving, patient,
true? Do you think he was a doer, and not a
hearer only, of the word? Do you think he lis-
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tened to what Jesus said, and then went away to
do as he pleased ?

We all feel sure that John was a true lover of
Jesus, and that he tried above all else to please
him. And this is what we must do if we want to
be the John kind of disciples.

John lived to be very old. He was not killed
as the other apostles were for preaching Jesus, but
he was eruelly treated, and at last was sent away
from his home and friends to a lonely island ¢ alled
Patmos. Here, it is said, he was made 1o work in
the mines, though he was such an old man, and
was rudely treated.

[Make a trumpet on the board. |

One Sabbath day John heard a \\nmlul\l] sound
near him. It scemed like a beautiful trumpey
He turned quickly, and saw the Lovd Jesus
Christ standing by him! It was his voice speak-
ing that John thought was the trumpet. [Make a
eross. | When John remembered how he had scen
Jesus honging on the cross, how full of joy he
must have heen to see stunding there so
bright and glorious! For his face shone like the
sun now, and his eyes were like a flame of fire.

Out of his mouth went a shining sword, and in
his right hand he held seven stars.  He stood in
the midst of seven golden candlesticks, and the
sight was so glorious that John fell down before
him as if dead.

Why do you think the Lord came to speak to
John that Sabbath day ¢ T will tell you.

John was ““in the Spirit.” That means he was
ready to hear what God would sny. When we are
full of our own thoughts and ways we cannot
hear God’s voice. But when we are in the Spirit,
waiting and listening for him, then he can make
us hear, and he loves to speak to us,

John remembered the Sabbath day, and the
Lord remembered him.

The Lord Jesus put his hand upon John, and
said, ¢ Fear not.”  Then he told him why he need
not be afraid: I am he that liveth, and was
dead.” ;

No, John need not fear anything if the mighty
Lord who cared for him was living!

Once a young prince was stolen from his home
and hid away in a lonely place by some enemies of
his father. e was afraid he should be killed, bus
one day word eame to him from his father through
a trusty servant. ‘Do not fear; I am coming to
save you.” How glad this made him! He knew
that his father had great power, and would be al-
most certain to do as he said.

But John was the child of a King who has all
power, and though he was a prisoner, far from
home, he could not fear, for a mighty Helper was
near who would surely deliver!

Jesus is as near to us as he was to John,
waiting to speak to us.
not be afraid.

voice,

him

He is
He wants us to trust and
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Are we \\uiting to hear him speak? Do we
want to hear him?

[Muke an open Bible on the board. |

The Lord Jesus came and spoke to John to com-
fort him, but this was not all. Ile had work for
John to do. He wanted him to carry his mes-
He told John to write all the words
that lie spoke to him in a book.
and the book is the Revelation, the last book in
the Bible. The seven Christian
churches in Asia are in this book, and many won-
derful and glorious things that John saw in a
vision,

sages to others,
John obeyed,

messages to the

Words,
Symbol  on
Who is “alive for
Yes, our Lord

A VNN Jesus. e is living to-day

| FOREVERMORYL [ to speak to us,  If you listen

you will hear his voice when

you pray, when you try to

cnnquer self, when you turn away from wrong-

doing. Tt will not be a great voice such as John

heard, but a small voice in your heart. e will

teach you good lessons every day, and he wants

you to learn them well, so that you may help to
teach them to others,

[Make
the

Closing
\-AAA & Lesson
LU g board. |

| evermore 2’

OPTIONAL MYMNS,
No. 1.

Alas! and did my Saviour bleed ?
Keep me, hide me, O my Father,
1 need Thee every hour.

I’m but a stranger here.

There is a land of pure delight,

No. 2.
"Tis s0 sweet to trust in Jesus,
O sing the pow’r of love divine,
y Saviour, how 1 love thee,
Thy sins T bore on Calvary’s tree,
Christ is knocking at my sad heart,

The Lesson Catechism,
[For the entire school.]

1. Where was John in banishment ! The isle
of Patmos.

2. How did Christ appear to him?
figured in glory.

3. What did the stars in his right hand rep-
resent?  The churches of Christ on
earth.

4. What does Christ carry ?
hell and of death.

5. What has God done? Goupex Texr:
¢ Wherefore God also hath,* cte,

Transs

The keys of
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[Dee. 24,

B.C.4.]

LESSON XIII. THE BIRTH OF JESUS.

[(Dec. 24.

GOLDEN TEXT. Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people

from their sins,

Authorized Version.
Matt. 2. 1«11, [Commit to memory verses 9-11.]

1 Now when Je'sus was born in Beth'le-hem of
Jude'n in the days of Her'od the king, behold,
thore came wise men from the cast to Je-ru'sa-lem,

2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the
Jows ? for we have seen his star in the cust, an
are come to worship him.

3 When Her'od the king had heard these things,
he was troubled, and all Je-ru'sa-lem with him.

4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests
and seribes of the people together, hie demanded
of them where Christ should be born.

5 And they said unto him, In Beth'le-hem of
Ju-de'n: for thus it is written by the prophet,

6 And thou Beth'le-hem, éu the land of Ju'da,
art not the least among the princes of Ju'du: for
out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule
my people Is'ra-el,

7 Then Her'od, when he had privily ealled the
wise men, inquired of them diligently what time
the star appeared.

8 And he sent them to Beth'le-hem, and said,
Go and search diligently for the young child and
when ye have found %im, bring me word again,
that I may come and worship him also,

9 When they had heard the king, they departed ;
and, lo, the star, which they saw in the cast, went
before them, till it came and stood over where the
voung child was,

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceeding great joy.

11 And when they were come into the house,
they saw the young child with Ma'ry his mother,
and fell down, and worshiped him : and when they
had opened their treasurcs, they presented unto
him gifts ; gold, and frankineense, and myrrh.

TIME.—B. C. 4 PLACES.—/Jerusalem,
Bethlehem. CONNECTING LYNKS.—The
following events of New Testament history had
already taken place : 1. The prediction of John the
Baptist's birth (Luke 1. 5-25). 2. The annuncia-

Matt. 1. 21,
Revised Version.

1 Now when Je'sus was born in Beth'le-hem
of Ju-da'a in the duys of Her'od the ¥ing, be-
hold, wise men from the east came to Je-ru'sa-

2 lem, saying, Where is he that is born King of

the Jews ? for we saw his star in the east, and
3 are come to worship him. And when Her'od
the king heard it, he was troubled, and all Je-
4 ru'sa-lem with him. And gathering together
all the chief priests and seribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ should
5 be born. And they said unto him, In Beth'le-
hem of Ju-dw'a: for thus it is written by the
prophet,
6 And thou Beth'le-hewm, land of Ju'dah,
Art in no wisce least among the princes of
Ju'dah :
For out of thee shall come forth a governor,
Which shall be shepherd of my people Is'-
ra-cl.
7 Then Her'od privily called the wise men, and
learned of them carefully what time the star
8 appeared. And he sent them to Beth'le-hem.
and said, Go and search out carefully concern-
ing the young child ; and when ye have found
him, bring me word, that I also may come and
o worship him. And they, having heard the
king, went their way ; and lo, the star, which
they saw in the east, went before them, till it
came and stood over where the young child

10 was. And when they saw the star, they re-
11 joiced with exceeding great joy. And they
came into the house and saw the young child
with Ma'ry his mother; and they fell down and
worshiped him; and opening their treasures
they offered unto him gifts, gold and frankin-
cense and myrrh,

F. The Word made flesh, John 1, 1-14.

S. Light of the world. Isa. 9. 1-7.

8. Inlikeness of men. Heb, 2. 14-18,

LESSON HYMNS,

tion to Mary of Christ’s coming (Luke 1. 26-58), |

3. The birth of John the Baptist, B. C. 6 (Luke 1.
57-80).
1-7). 5. The visitof the shepherds (Luke 2. 8-20).
6. The presentation of Christ in the temple (Luke
2. 21-39). DOCTRINALS +ESTION.—
The incarnation of Christ.

HOME READINGS.
M. The birth of Jesus. Matt., 2. 1-11.
Tu. Return of the Magi. Matt., 2. 12-18.
W. Announced to shepherds. Luke 2. 8-18,
Th. Simeon’s prophecy. TLuke 2. 25-36.

4. The birth of Christ, B. C. 4 (Luke 2. |

No. 302, New Canadian Hymnal.
Hark! what mean those holy voices,
Sweetly sounding through the skies?
[ No. 301, New Canadisn Hymnal.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the new-born King.
No. 209, New Canadian Hymnal.

Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o'er all the earth,

l
1
|
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QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, |

1. The Star, v. 1-6.

What is the story of the wise men as told in
legend ?

What was the course which they had come ?

How long would the journey from Persia to
Judea occupy ¢ .

For what had the Euast been famous ¢ (1 Kings
1. 30.)

It they were led by a star why did they go to
Jerusalem and ask ?

To what public official announcement did the
question of the wise men lead ?

How many distinet announcements were thus
made that Jesus had been born?

What classes of the world’s socicty were thus in-

formed that the King had come?
What are the supernatural elements in thisstory ¢
2+ The Child, v. 7-11.
Where did the Magi find the King they sought ?
Were they disappointed in finding only a child ?
Do the circumstances afford any hint as to his
age!

What was the supreme act of these men’s lives?

Was this child ever worshiped again in his life? |

vhat was this first worship typical ?

How was the star itself an illustration of Christ’s

work for men ?

What did Jesus call himself when, years after- |

ward, he taught in the temple ?
How is Christ the Light of the world ¢

Practical Teachings.

1. These wise men sought the king where they
supposed the king would be, in Jerusalem. He
was not there. We often think we seek God when
we go where earthly wisdom prompts, and fail to
find him.

2. These wise men gave the best they had to
give, gold, frankincense, myrrh. And we give,
what ¢

3. These Eastern heathen, we should say, told the
Church that the King was born.  The Church gave
answer where he should be born: the heathen
sought him, the Church forgot him. Whom are
we imitating to-day, Church or wise men?

Hints for Home Study.

1. Read this story carefully. It is simply told.
Think carefully about it. Why is it here? John
does not tell it. Why does Matthew ?

2. Learn what you can from secular history
about Herod. What Romans had he known?
What had he done?

3. Bethlehem was an historic town. How was the
past history of Israel connected with it?

4. Study the condition of the times which made
it possible for Herod and all Jerusalem to be
troubled—that is, to be aroused.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. The Star, v. 1-6.
‘ During whose reign was Jesus born ¢
In what city and province ?
Who came to visit him, and from whence
What question did they ask ¢
Why had they come ?
What prophet spoke of a star out of Jacobt
(Num, 24. 17.)
How did these tidings affect Herod ?
Whom did he summon for counsel ?
What did he ask of them ?

Why did Herod inquire of the priests? (Mal.
1 2.7)

What was their reply ?
From what prophet did they quote ? (Micah 2. 3.)
What were the words quoted ¢
2. The Child, v. 7-11.
What secret inquiry did Herod make ?
What did he bid the wise men to do?
What did they again see asthey departed ?
Where did the star guide them ?
How did they feel when they saw the star ¢
Whom did they find in the house ?
How did they offer reverence?
What gifts did they present?
What was the mission of this child? (GoLpeN
Texr.)

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That Jesus is the Messiah ?
2. That Jesus brought joy to the world ?
3 That Jesus should have our homage ?

|
|
; Teachings of the Lesson.
|
|

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find an cvent at Bethlehem in the Book of
Ruth....In 1 Samuel about a dfink from the well
of Bethlehem. ... How many people are named as
rejoicing over the infant Christ ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,.

Where was Jesus born? In Bethlehem of
Judea.

Who was king at this time? Herod.

Who came from the East to Jerusulem? Wise
men.

For whom were they looking? For Jesus.

‘What had they seen? His star in the east.

What had they come to do? To worship the
new king.

Who was troubled by this? King Herod.

Whom did he call to ask where Christ should be
born? The chief priests and the scribes.

‘Where did he then tell the wise men togo? To
Bethlehem.
| What did he tell them to do when they found
| Jesus? 'To bring him word.
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How were the wise men guided to Jesus? By |
the star,

What did they do when they saw the child
Jesus ¢ They worshiped him.

What gifts did they offer him ¢ Gold, franke

Where did the wise men then got To their
own country.
Words with Little People.
When the wise men went looking for Jesus the
great God showed them where to goand what to

do. When a simple-hearted child starts to look

for Jesus this same God is ready to tell him where
'

incense, and myrrh.

How were they warned not to tell Herod ! Ina
dream. | to go and what to do'!

Why did Herod want to know where to find Whisper Question.
Jesus ¢ So that he might kill him. | Where is he ?

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

0ld King Herod sat on the Jewish throne. His was a reign of gold and iron. He was a born ruler,
with large ideas and magnificent methods, but tyrannical, perfidious, and morbidly suspicious. It was
the close of that year which, for want of better reckoning, we count from the creation of the world as
the four thousandth ; it was four years before the beginning of our present era, called Anno Domiui
(which, as Bible students know, was begun four years too late, by the mistake of a good monk, Dionys-
jus Exiguus, who studied in the Dark Ages, and made a mistake of four years in his estimate. In
Bethlehem Jesus had been born, and much of local stir had arisen because of the vision of angels to the
shepherds, and because of Simeon's prophecy in the temple ; albeit the news of the birth of a king *“‘of
David'sline " had not come to Herod's court with any such emphasis as to cause a fresh outburst of the
royal jealousy. But now, perhaps eight or nine weeks after the birth of Jesus, a company of Magi
(from Persia probably) arrive in Jerusalem after a long and wearisome journey, and announce that from
the stars they had read the news that the “ Kingof the Jews” was born. In those days news that
came by way of the stars was more trusted than any other, for nobody questioned the *‘scientific” ac-
curaey of astrology ; and the stars were almost like a crude * associated press,” which sent dispatches
that could be read simultaneously in all countries. That these ‘‘ wise men” were astrologers, and that
astrology is now proved to have been a clumsily woven tissue of falsehoods, does not in any way affect
this beautiful story ; for probably the star, and certainly the impression made by the star on the minds
of the Magi, were miraculous. Herod saw at once that when this news got abroad the Jews would be
very likely to become enthusiastic for the new king. This he trembled to anticipate, and at the same
time he did not dare to directly show his hostility. So he sought to accomplish his purpose by guile;
and with apparent reverence he inquired of his own ** wise men " where ““the Christ should be born.”
To Bethlehem the Magi were directed ; there shey saw the infant Jesus, and to him presented their

treasures in adoration.

Verse 1. Whemn Jesus was born.  This may
mean that the star appeared in the East simulta-
neously with the time of Jesus’s birth in Bethlehem
but it is more likely that the statement is simply
that in general conneetion with our Lord’s birth
the star came. Bethlehem of Judea. There
was a Bethlehem in Northern Palestine ; the one
here referred to, “in Judea,” was six miles south
of Jerusalem ; it was fumous as the birthplace of
David. Herod the king. This was Herod the
Great, son of an unscrupulous Idumean general
named Antipater, and father of a number of
wicked rulers, among others Herod Antipas, who
caused the murder of John the Baptist. (1) 7hus
cruelty and crime, as often as erowns, are inherited
Jrom wicked princes. 'Wise men. Magi. Proba-
bly they belonged to the priestly class of Persians.
(2) God has sincere followers outside the visible
Churchof Christ. From the East. Fromsomeone
of the lands east of the Euphrates, and, with littie
doubt, from Persia, Their journey was at least

one thousand miles in length. (8) How mwnch
casier it is for us to follow Christ than it was for
them. (4) Those who would find Christ must be will-
ing to face difficulties. To Jerusalem. The
capital of the kingdom, and therefore the place to
look for the king. With all sincerity these men
seem to have gone at once to the palace, believing
that * Ile that was born king of the Jews” would
be found there,

2. Where is he? They cvidently expected
that all the Jews would know of the king whom
they had come so far to seck, (5) ** Ofttimes those
who are neavest in place are furthest in qffection.”
King of the Jews. A king sprung from the
Jewish race. The secular historians state that
there was at this time an expectation prevalent
over Asia that one coming from Judea would rule
the world. His star, This was probably a
luminous, star-like body, of miraculous origin.
Seeing the strange star, and sharing in the popu-
lar expectation, they undertook the journey to
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Judena. (6) Both the study of nature and the intui-
tions of the heart lead to Chris, 'To worship
him. Not merely with the homage paid a prinee,
but with the devotion due to God.

3. He was troubled. Fearing not only the
loss of his crown, but the penalty of his erimes,
(7) Kings have troubles as well as cottagers, (8) * A
little child made the great Herod quake on his
throne.”” Al Jerusalem, They feared fresh
tumults and wars, and dreaded the justice of a
heavenly king even more than Herod’s cruelties,
(9) Those who, unreconciled with Jesus, are afraid
to meet him.

4. He had gathered. Il¢ assembled the San-
hedrin, or great council of the Jews, Chief
priests. Probably including the high priest,
his living predecessors in office, and the chiefs
of the twenty-four courses, each of which served a
fortnight in the year at the temple. Seribes,
Transeribers and interpreters of the Scriptures ; a
Jearned and influential class of the people.
Where Christ. More precisely, *the Christ,”
the expected Messinh. Should be born., Sure
that the looked-for Christ had come, Herod forms
the bold purpose to thwart the divine plan and
slay the newborn king, unconsciously fulfilling
Psalm 2, 1-6,

5. In Bethlehem. (10) Not all those who
know where Christ is to be found, and who point
others to him, will themselves seek him. Thus it
is written. The prophecy is found in Micah
5. 2, and was delivered at least seven hundred
years before the birth of Christ. It is quoted not
precisely, but substantially, as written, according
to the Jewish custom.

6. Princes. In Micah the word is “thou-
sands,” which were smaller divisions of the tribes,
cach having its prince. (11) /¢ ds well when scien-
tists and theologians, in the spivit of faith, compare
notes concerning Christ.

7. Privily. Secretly, lest his purpose become
known and meet with defeat. Diligently what
time, * Precisely at what time.” He wished to
know the precise age of the royal child whom he
had resolved to slay.

8. That I may come and worship him.
(12) ** There is no villainy so great but it will mask
itself under a show of piety.”"— Bishop Hall.

9. Lo, the star. It had disappeared for a
time, and now was again revealed. Their journey
was taken in the evening, perhaps because cooler
than the daytime, perhaps because they could not
wait for the morning. (18) 7he search for the
King of kings will brook no delay. Went before
them. Seeming to travel through the heavens.

10, They rejoiced. How different the feel-
ing of these Gentile seekers from that of the Jews
of Jerusalem! (14) Zhat which brings trouble to
the evil, gladdens the heart of the good.

11. Into the house. The temporary shelter

of the stable had by this time been exchanged for
a more permanent home. Marys The mother
of Jesus was a maiden of Nazareth, of lowly sta-
tion, though a descendant of David, and betrothed
to Joseph, who was of the same kingly lineage.
Treasures, Their chests or boxes, Gifts.
The orientals always bring gifts when they visit
kings or great personages. Some have found sym-
bolical meanings in these gifts, ** as to a king, the
gold ; us to one who was to die, the myrrh; as to
God, the frankincense.”—Origen.  Frankine
cense, A fragrant gum, used in sacrifices.
Myrrhe A gum obtained by cutting a thorny
tree in Arabia, used for incense, as an anodyne
(Mark 15, 23), and in embalming the dead (John
19, 39).

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Faith of the Wise Men,
I. GexrmiLe Farrn,
Wise men from the east, v. 1.
‘“ Gentiles shall come.” Isa. 60. 8,
 Other sheep 1 have,” John 10, 16,
I1. Workine Farrn,

Came. .. from the east, v. 1.
 Many people shall go.” Isa. 2. 2, 3.
¢ Shall come from the east.” Matt. 8. 11,

111 InquiriNeg Farru,
Where ishe. ... king ? v, 2.
“ Seek ye the Lord.” Isa. 55, 6.
“ 8ir, we would see Jesus.” John 12, 21,
IV. PerseveriNe Farmn,

Search diligently. .. .they departed. v. 8, 9,
“Search....with all your heart.” Jer. 20. 13,
“Seek, and ye shall find.” Luke 11. 9, 10,

V. Reverest Farm,

Worshiped him, v. 11,
¢ Every knee should bow.” Phil. 2. 10,
¢ Blessing. ...unto the Lamb.” Rev. 5. 13.

VI. Gexgrovs Farrn,

DPresented unto him gifts. v, 11,

“Kings... shall bring presents.” Psalm 72.
10.
“ Bring gold and incense.” Isa, 60. 6.

Thoughts for Young People.
he Faith of the Magi.

1. It was faith in an unexpected quarter, among
Gentiles, a thousand miles away from Judea.

2. It was faith which had not the Seriptures to
rest upon, but arose from the intuitions of earnest
minds.

3. It was faith on the part of men of science,
who could look up from nature to nature’s God.
(Verse 1.)

4. It was faith which inspired exertion and en-
deavor; the journey of Abraham, without the
promise to Abraham. (Verse 1.)
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5. It was faith which remained unchilled by
what it found—jealousy in the king, lack of inter-
est in the priesthood, selfishness among the people.
(Verse 8.)

6. It was faith which overcame every obstacle
in the path of its purpose to find Christ. (Verse 8.)

7. It was fuith which accepted humbly and

gratefully the divine guidance and the divine |

plan. (Verse 10.)

8, It was faith which offered not only formal |

honor, but practical gifts to Christ. (Verse 11.)

Lesson Word-Pictures.

Waar is the matter with Herod 2 His wicked
eyes have a look of trouble. e walks up and
down the floor of his palace, muttering, shaking his
head, wondering what he would better do.

To go back a little way, there came one day
some men riding into town—nien on camels, men
who plainly had been making a rough journey.
They said they had seen a star in the cast,

and it was the star heralding the birth of the |

King of the Jews! What, that beautiful white
star up to which Judea had been looking, wonder-
mg at its strange, rare luster, at its size and
nificance !  The very star.  And thdse men
.n]wlmd from their camcls and wanted to know
where this infant King might be, as they wished to
worship him,

Another king of the Jews, another than Herod ?
What does it mean? thinks Herod, walking the
paluce floor. Ah, he has it! He stops, smiles, and
nods his head in assent. A lucky thought! He
will summon the chief priests and seribes, and ask
about certain old Jewish prophecies telling of Mes-
siah, and find out about the place where he is to be
born and—then what will he do? T don’t know,
but you may. Let an old wolf alone to find out a
way for strangling babes in the cradle, if need be.

The chief priests and seribes gather. 1 can im-
agine that they come in fear, perhaps wondermg
if the old wolf may want their heads. No, itis a
very innocent question he asks—where will Christ
be born?  Their countenances brighten. Where
will the Anointed be born, the Messiah, the Holy
One of God, the great King of Israel, the Ruler of
all nations? I seem to sce them standing ereet, in
great and conscious dignity, and as his eyes kindle
some one repeats that grand old prophecy erowning
little Bethlehem with imperishable honor. Herod
looks solemn, dismisses the assembly, and calls in
the wise men. What a contrast betwcen that king
thinking evil in his heart and those strange
travelers summoned from their homes to follow
a beautiful star, and with sclf-denying gifts to
honor their Lord !

When did they first sec the star? he would
know. They tell the strange story, so like a ro-
mance. He nods. He has it all arranged.  Let

them go down to Bethlehem, find the infant King,
bring Herod word again, and then he will go down
and worship! A wolf bowing by the side of
a baby in harmless adoration! The innocents
—he may call them—turn away. Does any one
of them look back to see a wolf rolling his wicked
eyes and snapping his red jaws? Come away,
Magi! Let the palace door swing quickly between
you and your enemy !

It is night.

The land is still as with the blessing of God.
The stars come up above the hills, and wheeling
into line join in the shining procession that all
night will march through the heavens. And there
is the beautiful star that won the love of the Magi
in the Eastern land. Southward it beckons them,
Bethlehemward. 1 hear the footfall of the camels
as the Magi ride away in the still, starlight night.
And at last they see the shadowy roofs of the little
town that Ruth loved, that David honored, and
that a baby hus made immortal.  But where? the
wise men are asking, looking along the line of some
narrow, ancient street, then up at the beautiful star,
Perhaps, if there, we would have given up the
search.,  Noj faith is leading these men, and love
surely finds.

Ah, there it is—the house where, shrined in the
arms of the beautiful mother, the end of the wise
men’s loving quest, Isracl's Hope, the world’s Re.
deemer! What wonder that they bow in loving
worship and heap their golden, fragrant gifts !

When they mount again their camels does the
star say, * Ride to Jerusalem " No; some word
of the Lord bids themn not go home by way of a
wolf’s den.  Ah, wolf, with merciless, murderous
spring, when you light at Bethlehem your coveted
prey will not be there—only a baby's empty nest.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The easy connection between the divine and the
human is one of the commonest subjects of faith
in the whole Old World, Nimrod was on earth a
mighty hunter, and passed away to become a god.
Herod made an extraordinary oration, and the
people said he was a god and not a man. Paul
shook a serpent from him unharmed, and the peo-
ple said, *“The gods are come down to us in the
likeness of men.”  Simon Magus was a single at-
tribute of God, omnipotence incarnated—‘‘ the
great power of God.” Fohi, of China, is reputed
as having been born of a virgin ; the Schakaoff
of Thibet also. The Hindoos think the divinity

has been incarnated nine special times, and they
are looking for the tenth, or holy, incarnation,
which is to inaugurate a millennium, or, rather,
endless peace and happiness, This is to occur at
Sambhal, within the bounds of the North India
Conference, and this is rapidly displacing holy
It kindles expecta-

Benares in the Hindoo mind.
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tion. The time for this * sinless incarnation  is
popularly supposed to be near at hand. The Mos-
lems look for Imam Muhdi as a forerunner of Al
Masih (Christ), who will come down from heaven
to destroy Dujjal, the antichrist from the Mos-
lem standpoint. The Moslem community is every
little while going here and going there to sce the
Mahdi, the John Baptist of Christ, who is to come
again, The fanaticism of Islam over the Mahdi,
who, it was alleged, had come into the Sondan,
stopped the progress of the British and broke the
power of the Khedive of Egypt. Persia is full of
the thought of the Muhdi. It is part of God’s plan
to work :through great movements of mind, like
the greut expectations whnich were found wide-
spread of a great coming One, not only among
Jews, but among Persians, like the Magi, who,
star worshipers as they were, followed the star
of Bethlehem.

By Way of Illustration,

Verss 1 and 2. Some astronomers conjecture
that Aleyone is the center around which the whole
sidereal system revolves, Whether that be true or
not, it is undeniably certain that the star of Beth-
lehem is the center of this world’s spiritual as-
tronowy, If that star had never risen on a dark
und sin-cursed world, O how differently its his-
tory would read! That Christmas night brought
Christ.  With Christ came the Gospel of human
brotherhood and the elevation of woman ; with
Christ came the highest civilization and the purest
philanthropy ; with Christ came Calvary’s atoning
sacrifice for sin; with Christ came victory over
death and the grave.

“ Where is he that is born King of the Jews ?" We
ure willing enough to take him as Saviour; we
hesitate to make him king. We forget that God
has exalted him to be prince as well as Saviour.
And the divine order is irreversible. Put the sun
in its central throne, and all the motions of the
planets assume a beautiful order. Put Jesus on
the throne of life, and all things fall into harmony
and peace, Seek first the kingdom of God, und all
things are yours

Verse 9. * The star....went before them,” They
followed the star. They acted on all the light they
had; and they were * wise men " because they
were seekers of truth, 1do not know how much
knowledge they had. Ido know that they showed
their knowledge by seeking more. I fancy it cost
them som thing to follow that star, Explorers
have to be brave men; they are almost always
considered fanaties, but where should we be to-day
without our explorers? There is help for us in
following this ““star ;" not a sun, but a star '—not
following much light, but being true t®the light
we have. Ah, it will bring us sometime to the

very feet of the blessed Christ himself! Ounly
follow the light you have, Be true to the star-
light, and it will bring you to the light of the sun.

Perse 11, Bring gold to the Christ as you adore
him this blessed Christmas time. Will you give
gifts to each other, and none to the very one whose
birthday we celebrate? But for Christ’s birthd
all other birthdays would be occasions for bit
weeping instead of joyous greeting. Or if
have not gold to bring, we all have frankincense
to offer. This precious substance was the chief
constituent of the incense, the ascending smoke
from which so beautifully symbolized prayer as it

rose before the mercy seat. Pray especially for

God’s work and his workers at Christmas time.
And some sad and bruised heart may have the bit-
ter but precious myrrh to offer the Christ. Guther
up the little garments the baby used to wear—she
wears shining robes now—and send them to the
nearest deaconess ** poor closet.” Bring out the
precious keepsukes. If the coins and east-off jew-
elry laid away in napkins in this country could all
be brought forth for God’s work, it would mean
scores of souls saved through the agencies they
would set in motion. Or, perhaps it is your own
life you have to offer. God has hedged your way
—Dbrought you face to face with an awful sorrow.
You wonder what you will do with your broken
and empty life. Give it to God in special service,
He will restore it, fill it, make it glow with heav-
enly brightness, as you minister to him in his
poor and needy children, or carry the knowledge
of him to those who sit in the shadow.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Locate the East, Bethlehem, Jerusalem. ., .Give
some account of Herod....Distinguish hetween
this Herod and others of the same name....The
wise men, who they were....The star, what it was,
<o (Avoid long discussions on these subjects,)
.Note four clusses of people, and their various
feelings toward Christ....The example of the wise
men: (1) Purpose; (2) Earnestness; (8) Faith
(4)—; (b) 3 (6) ——....Significance of the
gifts to Jesus.., How we should seek him....
What we should give him.

References.

Freeman. Ver, 1: The Magi, 630, Ver. 2: The
Star of the King, 631. Ver. 11: Presents, 64.
Foster's Cycrorepia, Ver, 9: Poetical, 765, Ver,
11: Prose, 6012, 7847, 8010, 8911, 10758, 11991,
Ver. 12: 5080, 5083, 5084, Ver. 13: Prose, 12101,
Ver. 14: Prose, 9491, 5758, 8878, Ver. 15: Prose,
2047, 2088, 8889, 10372. Ver. 16: Prose, 10280,
4104, Ver.17: Prose, 3345, 1885, 2888, 4132, 9975,
Ver. 18: Prose, 10507, Ver. 21: Prose, 9199,
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Blackboard.

L™

"SEEK - AND - FIND
<HIM:=

This is a Christmas lesson. Its application is for
euch one of us to follow the exumple of the wise
men, and seck and find Jesus,
ctioNs For DrawiNe.—To draw the star first
circle the size you wish the star to be. Do
with @ piece of chalk tied to a string.
dot exsetly on the top of the circle; that
will be where the upper point of the star will
rest.  Divide the circle into five equal parts, com-
mencing at the top mark and counting that as the
first mark. Rule the outlines of the star from the
dots made on the eirele. Do this with white chalk,
and then take light yellow chalk and rule the rays
of light out to the circle. The cirele should be
wade faintly, so as not to show,

this
Make

Primary and Intermediate.

Lessox Tuoveur,  Looking for Jesus.

Introductory Story. Several years two
Christians from Syria came to America. They
had heard of Jesus and learned to love him. But
they were persecuted for their faith, just as the
disciples were so long ugo, and had to fly from
their country to save their lives, They knew the
name of one Christian in the American city where |
they landed, and they tried to find him. They
called him the * Jesus man.”  They were follow-
ing a star, but it was not a star in the sky ; it was
the starof faith in Jesus,  And it brought them to
the right place, too. It brought them to Christian
friends and home and happy work for Jesus.

[Muke a beautiful star on the board.] When
Jesus was born (how long ago was it?) some wise |
men came a long way to find him. They were
willing to spend a great deal of time and take a
great cexl of trouble to find Jesus, for they had
true wisdom—the wisdom that God gives,

They had heard that Jesus was coming, and they
wanted to see him and worship him. God saw

ago

the wish in their hearts, and he showed them how
to find him. He always knows the heart that |

truly wants Jesus, and sends some servant of his
to show the way.

Do you know what servant of God showed the
wise men the way ?  Yes, it was astar! The sun
and moon and stars are all God’s servants. The
trees and the flowers, and every living thing thut
grows and moves—all are made to serve the great,
good God. They belong to him, for he made
them. Do you not think they ought to be glad to
serve him ¢

Has he any little servants here, in this room, to-
day? If a star could show the way to Jesus, do
you not think a little Christian child could? But
the child must first know the way himself, then
he can show it to others,

[Print, ** His servants shall serve him.””]  Shall
we not hide this text away in our hearts, and al-
ways think of it when we see the star ?

[Make a crown, or pin one to the board cut from
gilt puper.]

The wise men were looking for a king, one
whom they could worship and obey. Do we want
to give up our own way, and let the King of love
and goodness rule over us? 1If we do the star of
faith will go before and show the way.

The wise men came to Jerusalem, and there was
another king. Ierod was his name, and he was
afraid he would be put off his throne. He was
troubled when he heard how these wise men came
from so far sceking King Jesus! Ie sent for the
Jewish priests and seribes, and asked them where
the Seriptures said Christ must be born. They
told him the prophets said in Bethlehem. Then
he sent for the wise men, and told them to go
there and find the new King, and then to come
and bring him word, so that he could go there and
worship him too. This was not the truth. Il
wanted to know where to find Jesus, so that he
might send and kill him; but Gol did not permit
this.

If you should start to-day to find Jesus, some
wicked Tlerod of pride or selfishness or untruth
would try to keep you from him, But if you keep
right on you may be sure the star of faith will lead
you straight to him.

When the wise men found Jesus in the lowly
cattle shed they were full of joy! They knew
they had found their King, and they worshiped
him and gave him gifts of gold and frankineense
and myrrh, the very best things they had !

[Make several small hearts on the board, and
print above, * Give me thy heart.”]

We cannot bring gold and rich spices to our
Lord, but we can bring what he asks—our hearts.
And we can bring them now at this glad Christ-
mas time, when so many eyes are turned toward
the manger and the holy Babe.

Shall we follow the star of faith and prayer, and
find Jesus for our own dear Lord and Saviour?
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No. 1.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty.
Calm on the list'ning car of night,
Joy to the world ! the Lord is come.
Hark ! the herald angels sing,
Wauken, Christian children.

No. 2.
Who is this, so weak and helpless
Silent night ! Holy night.
The joytul morn is breaking,
Glory to God! peace on the
Again, o’er all the Christian
Thou, who camest from above,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school, )

1. What name was given to the Saviour before
his birth, as given in the GoLopex Text?  ¢¢ Thoun
shalt,” cte,

2. Where was Jesus born ¢ In Bethlehem
of Judea,

3. Who came to Jerusalem seckinghim?  Wise
men fiom the East,

4. By what were they led to Christ? By a
star.

5. How did they honor hin ¢ With worship
and gifts,

.

FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW,
Dec. 31.

GOLDEN TEXT.—The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen,
(Rev, 22, 21.)

HOME READINGS,
M. The birth of Jesus.  Matt. 2, 1-11.
7. Redemption in Christ.  Row. 3
W. Justification by faith, Rom.
Z%. Imitation of Christ, Eph
£, The Christian home,  Col.
8. Grateful obedience, J:um-n ]. 16-27,
S. The heavenly inheritunce, 1 Peter 1, 1-12.

REVIEW SERVICE FOR SENIOR
STUDENTS.
1. Make out a list of the Titles of the Lessons of
the Quarter in a column, with the chapter and
verse of the Golden Text written after each title,

In a parallel column write the following topics, |

presented in order by each lesson, with illustrative
texts: The Believer Saved, Rom. 1. 16; The Be-
liever Redeemed, Rom. 8, 24, 25; The Believer
Reconciled, Rom. 5. 15 The Believer Transformed,
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The Self-denying Believer, 1 Cor.
The Victorious Believer, 1 Cor. 20-22;
ie Generous Believer, 2 Cor, N. 4 The Ge ull\
| Believer, Eph. 4. 31, 82; The lmllulh Bt,ll«\ll
Col, 3. 165 The Righteous Believer, l.unu B
The Rejoicing Believer, 1 Peter 1, 85 The \|-||n<
uul-minded Believer, Rev, 1. 10, 'llnu\, opies to-
gether form one conneeted theme, The Believer in
Christ,  Be ready to give promptly the name of
cuch lesson, the words of the Golden Text, and the
name of cuch of these topies, if the teacherealls for
them, and the words of the verse in which they
are specially presented.

The quarter’s lessons are seleeted from seven
cpistles and one prophecy.  Nume these books
and the lessons which are taken from euch, B
the author, date, cirewmstances, and object of the
writing of ench epistle.

3. Give in as few words as possible your idea
of the sort of man Paul was; Jumes:
John,

ieter:

. What beautiful figure is presented in Lesson
XII, which, for other purposes, was presented by
one of the prophets, and studied in an earlier
lesson this year !

5, Name the seven churehes, Who founded each
of them ¢

6. What sort of people composed the church at
Rome? Iad Paul ever met them when he wrote
the Epistle to the Romans ¢

7. Did Peter address his epistle directly to the
dispersed  Christian Jews in Palestine? or in
Africat or in Europe?  What
prophets and angels eagerly desire to under-
stand ?

loes  he say

8. What is the meaning of “law? as Paul uses
! the phrase?  Why cannot a man be justified by
keeping the Jaw ¢
9 Give d
religion,

nes's definition of pure and undefiled
ve Paul's,  (Sce the first two verses
of Lesson T11)  Can these two statements be har-
monized ¢

10. What is Paul’s rule for daily Christian liv-
ing? (See verse 17 of Lesson IX.)

11. How are we related to cach other? (Sce verse
5 of Lesson IV.) How doces this relationship affect
our ordinary habits, such as those of eating and
drinking? (Sece verses 12, 13 of Lesson V,)  How
does it affeet our duty concerning the partaking of'
intoxicunts ?

12, What is the gist of practical Christianity, as
Paul understood it?  (See verse 82 of Lesson
VIIL)

13, Read Lesson VI, and tell what you helieve
| to be Paul’s opinion of the practical valuc of
| Christ’s resurrection in our salvation.

14. How is Jesus our example ¥ (See verse 9 of

Lesson VIL)
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REVIEW SCHEME FOR INTERME-
DIATE SCHOLARS,

1. TitLes ANp TEXTS,

[The following chart is designed to aid the mem- |

ory in recalling the Titles of the lessons and the
Golden Texts, The pupil should drill on the chart
until all can be readily recalled.]

1. The P.ofthe G. Iam not ashamed--

2. R.in C. Being justified free«
ly—
3. J.by F. While we were yet
sinners—
4.C, L. Be not overcome of
evil—
5. A.fortheS.of 0. We then that are |
strong—
6. The R. Thanks be to God—
7. The G. of L. He became poor,
that ye—
8. 1. of C, And be ye kind one
to—
9. The C. H. I will walk within—
10. G. O. We love him, be«
cause—

Giving thanks unto—

Wherefore God
also—

Thou shalt call—

11, The H. I.
12, The G. S.

13. The B, of J.

IL. Lgssox Facrs.

['The following will test the pupils’ memory, aad
also exercise the judgment. May the Holy Spirit
use the truth to enlighten the conscience !]

1. Make a list of all persons named in the lessons
of the quarter.

2. State what places are named in the thirteen
lessons.

3, Write out the doctrines taught in the quarter's
lessons.

4. Name the duties taught which you think the
most important,

5. What have you gained from this year's Bible
study ?

REVIEW SERVICE FOR YOUNGER ‘

SCHOLARS.
Direcrions ror Houe Stroy,
How many Gororx TEexTs can you repeat {

I am not ashamed—

Being justified freely—
While we were yet—

Be not overcome—

We then that are strong—
Thanks be to God which—
He became poor—

And be ye kind one to—

I will walk within—

We love him because—
Giving thanks unto the—
Wherefore God also hath—
Thou shalt call his name—

l Lesson 1 tells of the power of the Gospel. To
1‘ whom did Paul write a letter! To the Church
in Rome, What does the Gospel make known ¢
God’s goodness,

Lzsson I1 shows something better than the law.
| What is better than the law ! The Gospel.
Who died for

Lesson 111 tells how to be saved.
us when we were sinners ¢ Christ,

Lessox 1V tells about right living. What should
a Christian give to God? His body.

Lesson V is a temperance lesson,
Paul say does not commend one to God!?
and drink.

Lessox VI is about the resurrection. What does
Paul declare? ¢¢ Now is Christ risen,””
Lzsson VII is about the grace of giving ?
should Christians give first? ‘Themselves,

Lesson VIII tells whom we should try to be
like. Who is the Christian’s pattern ! Christ,

Luxsson IX deseribes a Christian home, What is
the perfect bond? Love.

Lesson X is a letter from the apostle Jumes.
What good gift has been sent to us? The word
of God.

Lesson XI is a letter from the apostle Pe-
ter. Who has chosen us to be his servants?
God.

Lessox XI1I tells who was seen by the apostle
John. Where was John?  In Patmos. What
did the Lord tell John to do? To write his
words,

Lessox XIII is the story of the birth of Jesus,
Where was Jesus born? In Bethlehem.

What did
Meat

What

Blackboard.

GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
BE WITH

YOU ALL
|
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Responsive Review Service for the Fourth Quarter.

Supt. Give Title and Golden Text of First Lesson,

Right-hand Half of School. The Power of the GGos-
pel. **Iam not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth,”

Supt. Second Lesson,

Left-hand Half of School. Redemption in Christ.
* Being justified freely by his grace through the re-
demption that is in Christ Jesus."

Supt. Third Lesson,

Right-hand Half. Justification by Faith. ** While
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us,”

Supt. Fourth Lesson.,

Left-hand Half. Christian Living, ** Be not over-
come of evil, but overcome evil with good."

Supt. Fifth Lesson.

Right-hand Half. Abstinence for the S8ake of Others.
** We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities
of the weak, and not to please ourselves,"

Supt. Sixth Lesson,

Left-hand Half. The Resurrectfon. **Thanks be to
(iod, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

Supt. Seventh Lesson,

Right-hand Half. The Grace of Liberality. ** He be-
came poor, that ye through his poverty might be
rich.”

Supt. Eighth Lesson,

Left-hand Half. Imitation of Christ.
kind one to another, tender-l
another, even as God for Chris
you,"

Supt. Ninth Lesson.

Right-hand Half. The Christian Home. T will
walk within my bouse with a perfect heart,”

Supt. Tenth Lesson,

Left-hand Half. Grateful Obedience, **We love
him, because he first loved us.”

Supt. Eleventh Lesson,

Right-hand Half. The Heavenly Inheritance. ** Giv-
ing thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet
to be partakers of the inberitance of the sfints in
light.”

Supt. Twelfth Lesson,

Left-hand Half. The Glorified S8aviour. ** Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name,"

Nupt. Thirteenth Lesson.

Right-hand Half, The Birth of Jesus. **'Thou shalt
call his name Jesus : for he shall save his people from
their sins,”

*And be ye
forgiving one
sake hath forgiven

LESSON L. (First 8ingle Voice.)

Paul told the Christians at Rome that he prayed for
them without ceasing, that he longed to come to them to
share his spiritual blessings with them and to have con-
verts among them. He said that, having received the
Gospel himself made him a debtor to all who were
without it. He declared: * I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salva-
tion to every one that believeth.” And then he showed
that all the glory and gain of the Gospel depended on

-

faith. **The just shall live by faith.”” The lesson has
@reat beauty and practical helpfulness.

LESSON IL.  (8econd Single Voice.)

Paul's Epistle to the Romans tells us what the law
says about sin and what the Gospel says about salvation.
The law gives us the knowledge of sin, the guilt of
sin, the hopelessness of sin, and the fact that all have
sinned.

The Gospel tells us of a salvation through faith in
Christ, of a salvation for all men, a salvation by which
we are justified ; that is, set right before God's law.
Thus, while we learn that we are great sinners, we
learn, too, that Christ is a great S8aviour.

LESSON IIL.  (Third Single Voice.)

In the third lesson we learn that faith in Christ
brings us peace, grace, joy, patience, experience, hope,
and love. We learn that because God loved us while
we were yet sinners, and because Christ died for us, we
shall be saved from wrath through him. By faith—that
is, by believing in Christ--we appropriate to our needs,
the atonement in Christ,

LESSON IV, (Fourth Single Voice.)

Because we have been redeemed Paul beseeches us
to consecrate ourselves a living sacrifice to God's
service,  And if we are consecrated we shall be no
longer conformed to this world, but transformed.
These are some of the results : we shall appreciate the
gifts and work of others; weshall be sincere; * kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly love ; in honor
preferring one another: not slothful i business; fer-
vent in spirit ; serving the Lord ; rejoicing in hop
tient in tribulation ; continuing instant in prayer; dis-
tributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospital-
ity 3" and so full of love and sympathy that we shall
not only **rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep
with them that weep,” but even bless them “Ilkh per-
secute us ; ** bless, and curse not."

SINGING.  No. 343 New Canadian Hymnal

LESSON V. (Fifth Single Voice,)

Paul writes to the Corinthians who are troubled as to
whether they nuuhm) eatmeats which have been offered
to idols, that those who have knowledge know that sn
idol is nothing in the world, and so for an intelligent
Christian who had never worshiped idols it could not
trouble the conscience to eat such meat, But for the
sake of those who were easily tempted, in whom custo:
had wrought a reverence for the idol which even con-
version to Christianity could not at once overcome, they
must take heed lest their liberty of conscience ** become
a stumbling-block to them that are weak.” Paul asked
the solemn question, ** Through thy knowledge shall the
weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?' Paul
then set forth bis rule of conduct—abstinence for the
sake of others—in these words: ** If meat make my
brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world
standeth,”
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LESSON VI. (Sixth Single Voice.)

In the sixth lesson Paul shows ug some of the results
of believing that Christ did not rise from the dead :
1. * Our preaching is vain:" 2. “*Your faith isalso vain;"
3. “Ye are yet in your sins;’ * They which bave

1

fallen asleep are perhdwd;" 5. *'We are of all men |

most miserable,”  Paul then boldly declares: ** Christ

is risen from the dead,” and this follows : 1. Hels " the |

first fruits of them that slept.”  As on the day of Pass-
over the high priest laid a sheaf of new wheat on the
altar as a sign and pledge of the coming harvest, so the
resurrection of Christ is a promise of ours. 2. To him

has been given ** all rule and all authority and power.” |

3. ** He must reign till he hath put all enemies under his
feet. 'The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death,”

LESSON VII. (Seventh Single Voice.)

In the seventh lesson Paul urges his Corinthian
brethren to liberality, recalling to them how the Chris-
tians of Macedonia out of their poverty and persecution
had sent a collection to the needy saints of Palestint.
“This liberal spirit was the result of first giving their
own selves to the Lord. Christians should be liberal, be-
cause it is the grace which crowns faith and utterance
and knowledge and diligence and love; and because
we are thus following the example of the Lord Jesus
Christ, who, ** though he was rich, yet for your sakes he

became poor, that ye through his poverty might be ‘

rieh.”
LESSON VIIL (Eighth Single Volee.)

Paul in his Epistle to the Ephesians urges them to
study closely the character and words of Jesus. He
tells them that if they imitate Christ there will be a
change of companions, of conversation, and of manner
of life. There will be a change of heart—""all bitter:
ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speak-
ing, be put away from you, w ith all malice : and be ye
Kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one an-
other, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you."

SINGING, No. 342 New Canadian Hymnal,

LESSON IX. (Ninth Single Voice.)

Paul to the Colossians tells them how the elect of God
should live. They should be mereiful, kind, humble,
meek, long-suffering, forgiving one another as Christ
forgave them, having love to bind together all these
graces, and peace 10 rule their hearts. They should
give due attention to Seripture study and hymn singing,
doing all in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Wives should be submissive and hushands should be
loving, children obedient, fathers forbearing, servants

obeying not with eye service. * And whatsoever yedv,
do it heartily, a8 to the Lord, and not unto men, Knows
ing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the
inheritance.”

LESSON X. (Tenth Single Voice.)

James tells us that God is eur Father, that he is a gen-
erous Father, giving us every good and perfect wift,
and that he Is an unchanging Father, * Wherefore
Jet every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to
wrath,” laying aside all sin to receive the word, and
being doers of the word as well as hearers. That
man's religion is vain who bridles not his tongue.
“ pure religion and undefiled before God and the
Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in
their aMiction, and to keep himself unspotted from the
world.”

LESSON XI. (Eleventh Single Voice.)

Peter in writing to Christians calls them strangers be=
cause they are really citizens of heaven. He calls them
God's own children, and, as such, heirs *to an inherit-
ance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away.” He tells them they may be kept by the power of
God, and though they are tried with fire, they will re-
joice with joy unspeakable, because the end of their
faith is the salvation of their souls.

L )N XII. (Twelfth Single Voice.)

John, the beloved diseiple, on the Isle of Patmos, on the
Lord’s Day had a blessed vision. He saw Jesus of Naz-
areth, no longer as a persecuted man, but as a glorious
Lord, a living Lord, a Lord w ho had conquered death, a
Lord who walks among the churches represented by the

| geven golden candlesticks, and who holds his ministers,

ealled here his angels, in his right hand.

LESSON XIIL (Thirteenth Single Voice.)

The wise men who sought for Christ show us what
spirit a seeker should have, He should be in earnest
they journeyed a thousand miles over a wild country.
He should have faith; they trusted in the unseen and
followed the little light they bad. He should have the
spirit of wlf«h-nml 1 they leftall to find Christ,and when
they found him they gave him all their treasure. A
true seeker will be rewarded as were the wise men. He
will have guidance; they were guided by a star. He
will find the Christ; ** they saw the young child with
Mary his mother.” He will have joy: ** they rejoiced
with exceeding great i 7

GING. No. 343 New Canadian Hymnal.
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Horsford’s Acid Phosphate
Is the most effective and agree-
able remedy in existence for
preventing indigestion, and re.
lieving those diseases arising
from a disordered stomach,

Dr. W. W Gardner, Springfield,
Mass., says: “I value it as an excellent
preventative of indigestion, and a pleasant

acidulated drink when properly diluted
with water, and sweetened.”

Descriptive pamphlet free on application to
Rumford Ohemical Works, Providence, R.1,
Beware of Substitutes and Imitations,

For Sale by all Druggists.

THE CHILDREN FOR CHRIST,

|
SUGGESTIONS, CONSTITUTION |
AND BY-LAWS

FOR

JUNIOR EPWORTH LEAGUES, |

Per dozen, 15 cents.

\
I

It is hoped that our ministers will write for copies of
this little pamphlet and organize Junior Leagues on their |
circuits. Rev. T. Albert Moore, of Dunnville, has been
appointed Superintendent of Junior Epworth Leagues
for Ontario, and will be glad to answer inquiries or give |
information regarding this important work. i

Their Customs, |
THE “ “ Manners and
Y Traditions,

By REV. JOHN McLEAN, Pu.D, [is

Cloth, % _..00.

|

From England, the States, Germany and Australia ‘
have come inquiries for this exceedingly valuable work. |
Its interesting style makes it a desirable book alike for |
the Sunday-school, the public, and the private library, |

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto,

Gl VT

Home Reading Iaaa 94
Course for .

Roman History and the Making of Modern
Europe in Politics, Literature
and Art,

PRESCRIBED READING FOR 1893-94:

Rome, and the Making of Modern Europe.
LT R e N

Roman and Medbeval Art.  Willam H,

$1 00

Goodyear - . 100
Outlines of Economlies, Richard T, Ely = 100
Classie Latin Course in English., W. C.

Wilkinson . . . . 3 . . =100~
Snng and end from the Middle Ages,

“dited by W. D. McClintock - . - - 0 50
Sclence and Prayer. Rev. W. W, Kinsley - - 0 50
The Chautauquan (12 numbers) - . . - 200

Canadian Students will please note that the books are
supplied by the Canadian Agents at the American Pub-
lisRer‘u Prices, no advance being made for duty, ete,
Canadian Students will, therefore, find it to their advan
tage to order from the Canadian Agents, and save the

duty which they would have to pay if ordered from the
States,

.

A NEW GAME.
—_—

RECREATION IN RHETORIC

Pleasure Spiced with Profit.

By
Rev. R. J. STILWELL,

Price,
40 Cents, Post-paid.

Mr, Stilwell has done good work in preparing this
game. While providing amusement it imparts instruc-
tion, and prompts to intellectual culture, Our ministers,
while (rightly) condemning dancing and other question-
able should id their young people
to try this capital game. The mode of play is similar to
‘““Authors.” ~ A circular of iustruction is enclosed with
each box.

~ THE EPISTLES TO THE
COLOSSIANS AnD PHILEMON

With an Introduction and Notes
By REV, H. C, G, MOULE, M.A.
Cloth, 60 Cents,

This is the latest issue in the popular commentary, the
Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges, a full list of
wh'ch will be found in recent issues of the GuaRDIAN,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.

7 ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this M
Ing oo am'«:‘unﬂwﬂ

g
publisher, as well as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the
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“SoUVENIR” RANGE

This Range is a Combination of every Modern Feature of UTILITY,

CONVENIENCE and DURABILITY known to the Trade.

A‘A

——

Elegant in
Appearance.

@

Perfect in
Construction.

Provided with “ AERATED OVEN,”
which ensures Properly Cooked Food and ECONOMY IN FUEL.

Made in several sizes, and adapted to the requirements of large
or small families.

It will work satisfactorily where other Stoves or Ranges fail.

Sold by all leading Stove dealers throughout the Dominion.

wanews THE GURNEY, TILDEN Co. LTD.

Successors to the E. & C. Gurney Co. Ltd.

HAMILTON, ONTARIO.




THE SEMMERING PASS,

Specimen of many cuts of ** Over the Semmering " and ** Through Styria.”

% (ethodist fagagire

ENLARGED SIZE. FOR 1894. 1248 PAGES.

Volumes XXXIX. and XL. With 300 Fine Engravings.

$2.00 A YEAR; $1.00 FOR SIX MONTHS.

|
i GUARDIAN, or WESLEYAN and MAGAZINE together, $3.50.

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., F.R.S.C., EDITOR.

*'Iu should be in every Methodist home."—Kingston Whig.

“The Canadian Church is to be heartily congratulated on its
Magazine."— London Quarterly Review,

" Abreast of the most popular literary Magazines. The articles
are by scholarly men and good writers,"—St. Louis Methodist,

in Palestine.”

REVIEWS OF HIGH-CLASS LITERATURE A SPECIALTY.

#7r Special Terms to Schools - Many schools have taken from 2 to 40 copies to circulate instexd of
Libraries, as being fresher and more attractive. Send for Special Rates.

SUPPLEMENT. "PLEASE CIRCULATE. SPECIMENS FREE ON APPLICATION.
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COLLEGE IN ZURICH,

Specimen of mang Cuts in

“Central Europe.”

Social Reform Papers.

Children’s Protection Act of Ontario. Hox. J. M.
GiesoN, Provincial Secretary.

Christian Socialism, Rev. A. C. Covrmick, B.A., B.D.

Prison Administration. Miciakn M.D.,
Warden Kingston Penitentiary.

A Day with the Deaf Mutes, Belleville.
N. BAKER, M.A., B.D.

A Day in the Ontario Institute for the Blind.
A Study of Present Day Methods. Rev. W. L. Rut-
LEDGE.

Hard Times, their Cause and Cure.
MEACHAM, Japan,

Prison Life in Toronto and Elsewhere.
Rev. R. N, Burss, B.A.

Hours in the Toronto General Hospital.
Joux Hust,

The City, its Sins and Sorrows.
SANDERSON, The Haven, Toronto.

LAVELL,

Rev. E.

Rev. DR.
Hlustrated.

Rev.

Miss Caminua E.

How to Bridge tha Gulf Betwern Capital ard

Labour. Rev. WiLLiaM GaLBRAITI,

Pu.D.

The “Rough House” and its Inmates. Miss M. 8.
DaxieLs, M.A.

Pestallozzi and Froebel, and their
of the New Education. JAMES L.
School Inspector, Toronto.

The Woman Question. Rev. Tiomas Wesster, D.D.

Child Protection in Ontario. Rev. J. E.
Secretary Children’s Aid Society.

People's Banks; or, How to Save Money.

M.A., LL.B.,

STARR,

Work—A Study
Huenes, Public =

Social Reform—Continued.

With the Gospel Waggon.
City Missionary.

Christianity and Socialism. Rev. Huei PepLey, B.A.

A Colony of Mercy; or, Social Christianity at
Werk.

Profit Sharing Illustrated. W.T. Kxignr.

Ropert Hauu, Toronto

Fllustrated Erticles.
Tent Life in Palestine—From Hebron to Damas-
cus, Tie Epitor.

Special attention will be given to the scenes connected
with the Life of our Lord, which will form the subject of
the Sunday School Lessons for 1804, This will make this
series of papers, with splendid illustrations, of special
interest to all 8, 8. Teachers and Bible Students.
Light in Dark Places. Mrs. HELEN CAMPRELL. us-

trating the Problem of the Poor. With many graphic

engravings,
Greater Canada. Rev. E. R. Yousa, and others.
The Barren Ground of Northern Canada.

" Grand Manan -A Little-known Part of Canada.

Over Mount Hermon, and A Lady’s Adventures
in Greec2. Mns. ZrLLA CARMAN.

The Mound Builders. Tk Evitor.

More Round /bout England Papers.

Over the Semmering Pass, and Through Styria.
Florence and its Memories.

Our Life in the High Alps. Jony AppINGTON SYMONDS.
Climbing Monte Generoso. J. HARDMEYER.
Italian Lakes—The Garden of the World.
Zurich and its Memories.

THE FISHERMAN'S RESCUE,
Specimen of numerous Cuts from the serial story
“ Spind'es and Oars.”




Serial Stories,

“Spindles and Oars.” Miss Axsig E. HoLpew,
Describes Life in a Methodist Parsonage. It is

full of the richest humour, with touches of finest

pathos, and illustrated with numerous engravings,

“The Dragon and the Tea-Kettle.” Mus. JuLia
McNAR Wrienr,

A story of intense interest and of deep religious
feeling.

A New 8tory, by a popular author, describing Meth-
odist life in Cornwall,

Short Stories. The author of “The Stickit
Minister,” Mark Guy Pearse, D.D., Rev. J, V
Switi, D.D., Rev. Grorae Bosp, B.A., and other
popular authors,

CHARACTER SKETCHES AND STUDIES.

Socrates and Christ. Cuascreiior N. Burwasn,
S.1.D.

Cyril Lukar, a Greek Friend of Protestantism.
Rev. Pror. Suaw, LL.D,

Keshub Cunder Sen. Bisior W. X. Nixpe, D.D.

Browning’s Religious Teaching.
LL.D,

Dr. Chalmers. Rev. F. H. WaLLAck, B.D.

Mrs. Gladstone as a Philanthropist.

Among the French Folk: Sketches of the
Commune,

Lady Henry Somerset.

Pror, REYNAR,

W. H. Srean

Specimen of Cuts !rmul

TEMPLE OF
ASBAKUSA,

“ New Japan.”

fbissionary Biograpbics and Studies.

Many of them Fully Illustrated.

IN OUR NORTHERN FORESTS,
Specimen of Cuts of * Greater Canada.”

Our Missions. Rev. Dr. Carman,
Missions Amonlg the Chinese.

SUTHERLAND, D, D,
Moravian Missions.

Rev. 8. P. Rosg, D.D.
Hermansburg; or, “What One Church Did for

Missions.” Miss M. 8. DastkLs, M. A.
Madagascar, its Missionaries and Martyrs. Mgs.

E. 8. STRACHAN,
0ld Calabar Mission, Miss May Tweebie,
Mission Work in China. Mns. 8. W. Ross.
Bishop Patteson, the Martyr of Melanesia. Miss

FLORENCE Y ARWOOD,

Women Workers in Mission Fields.
MECHAN,

.Vo|l(ml Yllnlams. the Martyr of Erromanga. Mgs.
. P. Hovrer

D%lvig l}rainerd, the Apostle to the Indians, ,Mrs.
+ L. Prarr,

Freeborn Garretson.
The New Japan, Etc.
POPULAR SCIENCE,

Achievements of Electricity, Multiplex Tele-
gm hy, and Transmission of Energy h* Elec-
ricity. C. A. Cuasr, M.A., Lecturer in Toronto
University.

Our Molten Globe. Aurkep R, WALLACE.
The New Astronomy, and Other Scientific Articles.

A Posthumous Paper. By the late Samugs 8, NELLES,
D.D., LL.D,, on “Christianity, Ideal and Actual.”

Memorial of the Late Leopold, Duke of Albany,
F. H. W, MyERs,

The Class Meeting, and How to Improve It;
British Administration in Africa, etc.

Also miscellaneous ,.ajers by Davio Anuisoy, LL.D.,
President Sackville University, Mr. E. Gursgy, lndothon.

ALEXANDER

Rev.

Mgs. Me-

Daxien Wisg, D.D,




RUINS OF SAMARIA,
Specimen of many Cuts of “ Tent Life in Palestine.”

CLUBBING RATES.

These Clubbing Rates are in addition
to the price paid for the METHODIST
MAGAZINE.

Regular Club
Price. Rate.
Jlarper's M'nthly Magazine34.00 §3.50
Century Magazine ... 400 3.50
Atlantic Monthly . 50
Seribner's Magazin . 3.00 260
The Pulpit......... . 160 .25
St. Nicholas ¢
Review of Reviews (English
or American Edition), ... 2.60 2.25

(When ordering, please state which
edition is wanted.)

The MAGAZINE or Guardian and The Christian Standard
of New York is offered for $3.15; regular pric 3. 50,

T'he MAGAZINE or Guardian and The Guide to Holiness,
regular price, ¥3.00.

The MaaaziNg or Guardian and The Christian Standard
and The Guide to Holiness, $3.80 ; regular price, $4.50,

277 Send for Special Terms to Schools. &%

In ordering, give Name and Post Office carefully.
" 247 A large and interesting Premium List of Books
ITALIAN PEASANTS, has also been arranged, from which subscribers may select.
Specimen of many Cutx of *“ Italian Lakes." SEND FOR PREMIUM LIST.

7.4 vt
Wi T

D T e

B o L) TS,
MOONLIGHT ON GALILEE.—Specimen of many Cuts of ‘¢ Tent Life in Palestine.”
Register Letter and send to - - —
WILLIAM BRIGGS, - WESLEY BUILDINGS, - TORONTO, ONT.
©. W. COATES, Montreal. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax.




A BITTER DEBT....

A Tale of the Black Country.
BY ANNIE S. SWAN.

CLOTH, ILLUSTRATED, $1.25,

Just in the nick of time, with elegant cloth covers, and handsome illustrations, this splendid new
story of Miss Swan's is sure of a popular sale in the holiday season.

The Boys’ Author Again.

THREE NEW STORIES BY

G. BR. HENTY.

Through the Sikh War. A tale of the Conquest of the Pun-
jaub. $2.10.

A Jacobite Exile. Being the adventures of a young English-
man in the service of Charles XII. of Sweden. $1.75.

St, Bartholomew's Eve. A taleof the Huguenot Wara. $2.10.

These three volumes, each of which is embellished with 12 illus-
trations, and a map, will be eagerly welcomed by the boys. They
appear at an opportune time.

(-I'OI{(-F \LI‘ Rlul) ll I~ NTY.

ART CALENDERS «* {894

Cents
All the Year Through. scripture Texts. Six Cards .cooceveeicinre oo 18
Easel Folding Calendars. mwo ot different design. Each.......... 20
Motto Calendar. with scripture Texts. Twelve Cards........cc......cooinr. 20
Happy Days. vrandscapes and Poctical Sclections. Twelve Cards ............ 20
Watchwords. Floral Sprays and Scripture Texts. Twelve Cards.................. 20
The Christian Year. rioral spraysand Selections from Keble. Twelve Cards 20
The Pearl Calendar. pendent. Six Pancls with conniecting Ribbon.......... 29
Our Onward Way. randscapes, Flowers and Scripture Texts. ................ 30
Floral Folding Calendar. mwelve Panels Connected with Ribbon........ 35
Fan Calendar. siken Cord. Twelve Cards ....... c..coccovvvrviiivivsnrers oo OO
IMizpah. 1andscapes and Poems. Twelve CANS ....cv.vviveeiiirerirseireinroisioss OO

The Pansy Calendar. With Thoughts from Shakespeare. Twelve Cards.. 35

Landscapes and Flowers, with Quomlinnn from Wordsworth. Twelve
Tlme Flles' Cards; Size, 6x81inches......ccooovviiiiinivin vivisivsissninsaniiies 50

The Faithful prom'ser. Lun(\liﬂzl(?[;(;\xn')l"“h(:‘l[lllll"ﬁ’re‘( . Twelve Cards; 60

POSTPAID AT PRICES ATTACHED.

WILLIAM BRICGS, - a. s ‘u:amr puiLpincs TORONTO.




BOOKS HELPFUL TO TEACHERS

Treating more or less directly with the

|NTERNATIONAL S:N::I

I.ESSONS |

FIRST HALF YEAR.

Commentary on (wnouls. 3 vols. By Rev.
John 8. Exell . each,net $1 50

By Ile\ John S,
. net 150

.07

(‘om':ul-ntur\ on Fxmlus.
ell

Notes on (-enenln. lh C. Il \I
Notes on (x‘.enouls. By Barnes. . e
« ry on G is and E xmlun. .

25 |

FOR

894

Life and I‘Im(-s of Jnnuph. Ih Ilc\ H G.
Tomkin: .$0 90

Juuo ph ¢ Ih\lmoql Ilnted—hxultml. By |
{ B. Meyer. . S . e . 0200

Egypt and Syria.
F.R.S. . .

By Hir.l. w. l)uwsnn. i
3 (

By W lu-dun A 25 on_Job, Prov erlm uml o
Notes on Exolus, B\ C. l| \l . .07 By Whedon. g
Abraham. By Rev. F. B, Meyer. .07 'l'h(‘k"‘j"ll:ll?'ﬂ Bible. By Ru Joucph Pul %
Isan'e and Jacob. By Geo. Rawlinson, M.A. 0 75 Ty s
Moses, the L,.“.Kh,.,_ By Rev. William Bible Characters. li) l{e\. l) L \inud)

Taylor, D.D. . v 118 Paper. . 030
Moses: His Life and Lettern. Ily Bible Characters, By Rev. D, L. Moody.

Rawlinson. 7 Clotk 60
Moses, the St-rvnnt nl‘ (;od. Ih ltu\ F l! Ten 1'euru Illgglng ln Egypt. B) \\' M

Meyer. 8 0 9% F. Petr 150
Israel: A l’rlm'e \\lth Gml lh ltu’ I“ Genesis l.mul\lodern Sclenoe. B\ ( has.

B. Meyer. 0% B. Warring, Ph.D. . . 100
Jos(-l‘)h. the l’nlmu \llnlsn-r. m Ilm Syllnhuu of Old leltnment Hlltory li.\'

Wm. Taylor, D.D. - . 2 J. M. Price. . 150

SECOND HALF YEAR.
Cambridge Bible for Schools -St. Mat- John Whom Jesus Love(l. By ll(*\ J.
thew. By A. Carr. P 80 75 Culross, D.D. . . . ,$0 90
The Commentary for bdlooln st. Mat- | ¥ \ " oV,
']' tlll,cw.l llylitlu' E. H“Plumptr(, l)]; -12 m'(",::“'m'll""l‘ll,rr(l“f,'r'.“ll, ]11'"“ By l‘“ 0%
heuse?gr?‘:,. l,ljj:so‘l,n“olntthe.w. .“ye{:c‘h 1 50 | Jesus Christ, the DhlneMuu. By l{e\ Jo
People’'s Commentary on Mutﬂlew. By ‘ F. Vellings. ¥ <075
Bdwin W Rioe, D.D. " 1 00 | Life of ¢ hrist, By Rev. James Stalker, . 050
Whedon’ s(‘omnrentur) on Matthew and Life of Christ. By Canon Farrar. - 090
Mark. 3 Jesus, the Messiah, By Edersheim. 1 vol. 2 50
(mnbrlllgo lllhlc I'or S('houls St. Mm-k. - . Notes on the Parables. By Trench. . 150
By G. F. Maclear. . < 075 | Notes on the Miracles. By Trench. L1350

Cambridge Bible for &-hnnls-M Lnke. I

Canon Farrar. . . .
Biblical Illustrator— St. Luke. 3 vols.
each . . net 150
Biblieal lllnslrntor Ht. Jolm. 3 vols.
each . . mnetl50
Barnes on Luko und Jnlm. 2 . 090
‘Whedon on Luke and John. . 150
Cambridge Bible for Schools. Iiy A.
Plummer, D.D. . . 135
The Life and nght ol Ml'll- H) RL\ F
B. Meyer. 09

. | The (ioapel erucles.
%| DD

| Speeches of tlle Holy Apostles
Donald Fraser, D.D.

The Harmony of the Pour (iospelﬁ.

Hy
E. Robinson, D.D.

demus.

The Preat her's Commentary on the (;ou-
Po of St. John. By Ile\
horp, M.A. ’ . .

GENERAL AIDS TO BIBLE STUDY.

Land and the Book. By W. H. Thompson$2 60

New Illustrated Bible l)l(-tlonury. Hy
By M. G. Easton, M.A.,D.D. .

Matthew llt-nr\'n lllblo L‘ommenmrv.
6 vols, ‘ . 800

Clarke's O b \ula C lnlh m_t 13 50
leather, net 16 80
Smith and Peloubet's Bible Dictionary 2 50

The Bible Interpreter: An lllustrated
Dictionary of the Holy Scriptures. 0

WILLIAM Blll(.(..’, Wesley Buildings, Toronto, Ont.
8. F. HUESTIS, HALH- AX, N.8.

C. W. COATES, MONTREAL. -

H)‘ Rev.
¢ o1

Religion of llfe' or, Chrht un(l Nl(-n- -
o4

(.ordon Cal-
. |

Hy lh:\n \V. Taylor,
. .12

25
Beeton's Bible Dictionary. .80 35
Cruden’s Concordance, U nnbrulged .12
The Works of Flavius Josephus. 125
The l’rol‘)er Names ol the Blble. By
John Farrar, . . . 050
Biblical and ‘I‘heologl(-ul chﬂonury 125
Through Bible Lands: Notes of Travel
in Egypt, the Deserl and Pnlaaune m
Phillip Schoff, D.D. ‘ 0




ADVERTISEMENTS.

qb; " INTERNATIONAL
\°°A\ SUNDAY SCHOOL

|_LESsON HELPS

ILLUSTRATIVE NOTES.

A Guide to the Study of the Sunday School Lessons, with Original and Se lected Com-
ments, lMtthml\ of Te uhmu Illustrative Stories, Practical Applications, Notes on Eastern
Life, Library References, M:l!m. Tables, Pictures and Diagrams.

By JESSE LYMAN HURLBUT and ROBERT REMINGTON DOHERTY.
Price $1.25.

PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES.

Inductive, Suggestive, Explanatory, Illustrative, Doctrinal
and Practical.

With Tllustrations, Maps, Pictures, Chronology of the Old Testament, Chronology and
Harmony of the Life of Christ, Suggestions to Teachers, Library References.

Price $1.25.
BIBLE STUDIES.
I. Studies in the Pentateuch. Il Studies in the Life of Christ.
By GEORGE F. PENTECOST, D.D.
Paper, 60 cents, - - Cloth, $1.00.

BEREAN LESSON BOOKS.

No. 1. THE BEGINNERS - - .80 20 i
No. 2 THE INTERMEDIATE Eae g 1P g 0 20 |
No, 3. THE SENIOR SR e 0 20 |

GOLDEN TEXT BOOKLETS:

Sunday School Lessons and Daily Bible Readings, with Golden
Texts and Bible Facts.

Arranged by REV. F. N. PELOUBET, D.D.
Each 3c¢., - per dozen, 35¢., - Postpaid.

BEREAN 7 LEAF CLUSTER.

Large, beautifully colored pictures, 24 x 34 inches in size, illustrating the Lessons:
Golden Texts printed in large letters. A never failing delight to the children ; an invalu-
able aid to the teacher—cannot do without it.

Per quarter, $1.40: per year, $5.60; carriage prepaid.

WILLIAM BRIGES, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO.

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Haurrax, N.8° §?



NEW BOOKS FOR S. S. LIBRARIES.

OUR OWN PUBLICATIONS.

The Prince of India; or, Wh
tinople Fell.
lace, author of *}I
God,” ete. 2 vols,

“Unquestionably this is a greater book than ‘ Ben

Hur'—greater in its historical accuracy, in ite attention
to details, in its absence of anachronisms; greater
also, in its main conception, faithfully brought out
through plot and incident, as the events sweep on in
ordered sequence to their tragic close. . . . One
chapter in the book, entitled ‘Racing with a Storm,’ is
even a better piece of descriptio ) than * The Chariot Race’
in * Ben Hur," and will, without doubt, become a. favorite
piece with our leading elocuti inists.”—Toronto Star.

Stories from Indian Wigwams and
Northern Campfires, y Rev. E. R.
Young, author of * By Canoe and Dog
Train,” ete. Fully illustrated - - .

“ Written in an entrancing style, full of information,
varied with humor, pathos and profound reflection, the
book is one which we can cordially recommend.”— Evan-
gelical Churchman.

The Dread Voyage. Poems. By William
Wilfred Campbell, author of * Lake
Lyries” - - - « - =+ « -100

It is not too much to say that no Canadian Yoet has
sh .wn more originality and power than are evl need in
this volume.”"—Christian Guardian.

Afloat for Eternity: or, a Pllgrim's
Progress for the Times. By Rev. J.
A. Kennedy, B.A. (Norwich, Ont.) - - 060
“The striking title of a thoughtful and instructive
book. The characters introduced, the topics they are
made to discuss, with the arguments they employ, are
altogether modern. Messrs, Crossley and Hunter have
written an introduction, and commend it as ‘a clever
book, splendidly written.’ "—Globe.

Twenty Minutes Late. By Mrs. G. R.
Alden (“Pansy™ - - - - - - 070

“Fa cinating in style, and earnestly religious in spirit.”
—Mont.eal Wituess.

Constan-
By General Lew Wal-
icn Hur,” *The Fair 825

BtePhen Mitchell's Journey. By Mrs.

+ R. Alden (** Pansy ") . - . - 80 70
““The volume is highly entertaining throughout, and

gives a view of real life as found in its variety of forms,

v'vhloh cannot fail to deeply impress the reader."—Free
“ress.

Campaign Echoes: the Autobiography of
Mrs. Letitia Youmans ; with introduction
by Miss Frances E. Willard. With por-
traits - . . & e il
“ While there is no attempt at a high literary tone, the
energetic personality of the writer bursts out into elo-
quence as she relates incident after incident of her lon
Iife-labor, and waxes hot over the evils she has seen an
N. Y. Christian Advocate.

A Merchant Prince: Life of Hon. Senator
John Macdonald. By Rev. Hugh John-
ston, D.D. With portraits and illustrations 1 00

“Dr, Johnston has embellished the record with in-

-Yirll-g sentiments, and made a book which in itself is

almost sufficient toqunlilr any young man for asuccessful

business career, by placing before him not only an in-
spiring example, but business and m ral principles of the
highest value.”—Baltimore Methodist.

Songs of the Common Day, and Ave:
An Ode for the Shelley Centenary. By
Prof. Chas. G. D. Roberts, author of *“In
Divers Tones,” ete. T
« My, Roberts gets his inspiration direct from Nature ;
his poems exhibit naturally and unconstrainedly, and yet
with the exquisite grace of the scholar, the moods in
which he comes in contact with the common life of the
land.”—The Week.

A Bitter Debt. A Tale of the Black Coun-
try. By Annie S. Swan. Cloth, hand-
somely illustrated . . w119 - 12

A new hook by Annie 8. Swan is the event of a year.

Our charming authoress needs no introduction to the

Canadian public. Nor is ours a bitter debt to her, but a

very sweet obligation for the delightful pages she places

before us.

NEW ISSUES OF THE RELICIOUS TRACT SOCIETY.

From the ever busy press of this great Publishing House have just come the following
new books, additional to those published in the November number of the BANNER :

The Log of a Sky-Pilot; or, Work and

Vittoria. A Battle Cry. .By Miss E. L. De
Adventure around the Goodwin Sands.

Butts, author of * Retrieving the Colors,”
etc, Ilinetrated - + =+ - * °

A capital story of soldier life.
| The King's Sword.

love Boys.
trated -

By Thomas Stanley Treanor, M A
of * Heroes of the Goodwin Sands.”
many Illustrations - - - $125
In this book Mr. Treanor gives many thrilling and in-
spiring incidents connected with his hard and venture-
some work of cal ng the Gospel message to the seamen

of all nations, whose vessels pass through the Downs, | Brave Bessie Westland. By Emma Leslie,
Of No Account. By Ruth Lamb, author of author of “ Audrey's Jewels,” * Before
“ Holiday Stories,” ete. Illustrated - 12 the Dawn,” ete. Illustrated - - .

Forty-two Years Amongst the Indians L Lord Stafford Audley; or, Some Children

and Eskimo. Pictures from the Life of " " Nrar "
the Right Rev. John Horden, Fimt]llnhor “ ?:“:ll,l(({ Kheg. .B) !-lem:hcr.bre). !llun_
)
1
|

author
With

A Story for all who
By Helen H. Watson. Illus-

of Moosonee, By Beatrice Batty. Wit
a Map and many Illustrations. Crown Storm-Tossed. By M. F. Wilson,

8vo. - - - 09
Bishn\ Horden was a great pioneer missionary. This
book tells the story of his hard and adventurous life
mainly in his own words. It abounds with incidents of
Indian life and travel,
Braveall Round. By theauthorof ** Home,
Sweet Home,” * Harold’s New Creed,”
ete. Illustrated - - - - - ¢

Mrs. M.
author of * Miss Elsie,” ete. Illustrated.
The Great Show; or, Bunny's Birthday.
By Evelyn Everett Green, author of “The
Little Midshipman,” etc. Coloured frontis-
iR R A
Jim. By Mary E. Ropes, author of “The
Vengeance of Victor Verdun,” ete, Little
070 Dot Series. With Coloured frontispiece. 0 20

WRITE FOR CATALOGUE AND TERMS.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.
MoONTREAL: C. W, COATES. Hauwrax: 8. F. HUESTIS.

025




Our (Christmas [Jooklets

FOR 1893

5 cents each.

The Rationalistic Chicken. Monotints. Egg
shaped.

Jumbo's Unele. Shape of elephant. Comical
poem.

Jacko's Little Joke. Coloured cover, with
picture of monkey.

Under Sail, Design of sail, with pretty sea
views,

Among the Daisies. Design of basket of
daisies.

Mischief Bruin. Pretty coloured cover, with
picture of bears.

Wild Flowers. Verses, with floral sprays in
colours.

Trafalgar. Graphic account of the great
Sea-fight. Coloured Ilustrations.

\Vllt(-rhm Description of the battle. Coloured

| Herald Angels Sing! With
monotint illustrations.

What Bells are Those ?  Aniillustrated poem.
7 cents each.
From Flower to Flower. Design of butterfly.

Coloured pictures.

The Postman at His Post.
trations.

Yum-Yum and Pitti Sing.
in verse.

How Much? Thechild and the miser. Coloured
pictures,

A Gift. A poem with coloured illustrations,

Someone. A poem with colouged illustrations.

8 cents each.
For All His Benefits. Large type ingold and

Coloured Illus-

A Chinese story

colours,

The Love of Jesus, Floral design tied with
ribbon,

Our Father Which Art in Heaven, Coloured
pictures.

Old China. Design of vase. Ilustrated verses.

10 cents each.

A Talk With the Poppies. Designof sickle.

Happy Memories. Design of bouquet of flowers
in glass,

The Voice of Spring. Design of basket of
flowers.

Beautiful Snow, Charming winter landscapes,

The Swan’s Melody. Illustrations delicately
tinted.

The Rival Serenaders. A very comical story
in verse.

15 cents each.

Truth and Grace, By F. R. Havergal.

A Chaplet of Pearls. Scripture texts and
floral sprays.

|
|
|

15 cents (continued).
‘T'he Good Shepherd. Psa'm xxiii. Beauti-
fully illustrated.

Joy and Gladness. Psalm . By F. R.
Havergal.

‘The Poetry of Nuture Wordsworth, Land-
scapes and flowe

Roses. Exquisite sprays of roses, with appro-
priate 'Res.

Forget-me-nots of Prom
Havergal, Landscapes, &c.
Come, Thou Bright a
Flowers and Scripture tes

O Why Should the Spirit of Mortal be

Proud. The favourite poem of Abraham
Lincoln.

For Ever with the Lord. Sprays of roses
with verses.

se, By F. R.

Morning Star,

Rise ¢ rowned ,“Ilh Light. By Alexander
Pope.  Floral Sprays.

‘Trust in the Lord. A hymn with monotiat
illustrations,

Midnight
Good 1id

mes.  An illustrated poem.

8. A poem beautifully illustrated.

The Universal Prayer. By Alexander Pope.
Flowers and landse: apes.,

‘The Secret of a Happy Day
Havergal. Exquisitely illustrated.

What the Five Birds Said. Richly illus-
trated.

By F. R.

JEWELLED BOOKLETS.
Abiding Joy. By Frances Annandale,
A Golden Rule. By Frances Annandale,
The Master's Reward. By Fairlic Thornton,
Twilight Memories. Hy Bertha Hoyle.
Dawn of Hope. By M. 8. Haycraft,

Each of these Jewelled Booklets is tied with
silken cord with tassels, and enclosed
in box.

5 cents each.

Excelsior. By H. W. Longfellow. Beautifully
illustrated.

Strong in the Strength. Jewelled Booklet
enclosed in box,

50 cents each.

Light and 'fruth. Jewelled, tied with silken
cord, and enclosed in box.
Steadfast and True. Similar instyle toabove.

My Presence, Alsosimilar in style.

POSTPAID AT LIST PRICES.

CHRISTMAS cAnns IN :xwum variery AT ALL PRICES.
WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Wesley Buxldmgs, TORONTO.




REDUCTIONS EXTRAORDINARY !

WW " |

i

i

TITEL

§ ik

«The Prince of Commentators.”

CLARKE'S COMMENTARY

OF THE

OuD AND NEW TESTAWMENTS.

Revised and Corrected Commentary and Critical Notes, by Adam Clarke, LL.D., F.R.S.
English Edition. Six Vols., 4to, fine binding.

HE“““T‘““S I“ PHIGES Cloth Binding, $20.00, reduced to $13.50 Net.

sy Sheep Binding, $24.00, reduced to $16.80 Net.
(These Prices do not Cover Carriage.)

This new edition contains Prefatory Notices to each book, and numerous additional notes
embodying the result of recent researches in the Holy Land, and bringing the work up to
the present standard of biblical eriticism; and an account of the revision of the text of
the New Testament, by the Rev. Thornley Smith. In Six Volumes, amplified and
illustrated with many fine pictures of the sacred scene, on fine paper, excellent plain

type, unabridged London edition, containing the best comments and most profound
sacred lore of any work in the market.

« Adam Clarke still stands a PRINCK AMONG COMMENTATORS,"—C. H. Spurgeon.
« It is on the whole one of the noblest works of the class in the entire domain of sacred literature,”—Dr. Ethridge.
«Dr. Adam Clarke was the greatest scholar of the last thousand years,”—Theodore Parker,

UNABRIDGED. Printed from New Plates, Large Type, Good Paper, in strong binding—a beautiful set.

WILLIAM BRIGGFY,
29-33 Richmond Street West, = = = TORONTO.
MONTREAL: C. W. COATES. | HALIFAX: S. F. HUESTIS.




ADVERTISEMENTS

N\ JUST ISSUED.

|LLUSTRATED BIBLE IcTIONRY

AND TREASURY OF
BIBLICAL HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY,
GEOGRAPHY, DOCTRINE ano LITERATURE

With numerous Illustrations and important Chronological
Tables and Maps.

By M. G. Easton, M.A.. D.D.

CLOTH, - 724 PAGES, - $1.50.

THE ILLUSTRATIONS COMPRISE:
656 Bible Scenes.
62 of Plants and Animals.
57 of Biblical Archeeology.
30 of Bible Manners and Customs,
And 35 Maps and Plans,

THE ILLUSTRATED DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE is the fruit of many
years of faithful labor. No pains have been spared to make it in r\fl
respects reliable and complete. The author has sought to embody in the
work, in as compact form as possible, the results of the most recent
research in all departments of Biblical literature—doctrinal, historical,
biographical, archeeological and geographical.

The learned research and criticism which resulted in the Revised

Version of the Scriptures have, ?rohuhly for the first time, been here

utilized in a systematic way in a BibleDictionary.

The abundant use of illustrations and sketch-maps, and the intro-
duction of chronological and other tables, will, it is believed, be found to
add greatly to the value of the book.

We can strongly recommend it as a convenient and trustworthy book
of reference on all’ Biblical subjects. The book is beautifully printed
and neatly and substantially bound. Its appearance and contents alike
wl"llllncmlx‘uneud it to the Bible student anxious to have new light on the
old Book.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MONTREAL, 8. F. HUESTIS, HALiFAX, N.S.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

° :
ut thl t Fill in the blank spaces.
C S u and return to us.
REV. WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Wesley Buildings, TORONTO.

Dear Sir,—Enclosed find. ... ... ..... . ......for which send by
mail, postpaid, the BIBLE advertised in the BANNER as Number ..... e
putting the name......... ol et vy e n LB o et o e ivary AR HIE CHVER

in gilt letters.
Yours truly,
CVOME) v+ srmipoivs idiwimn sop 60 0843578 Wiia 9 b8

(Post Office Address) .. .. ... cocovvrrnoncnse

+ BIBLES

& When ordering please give the number, &4

No. Price.
1.—Minion type, size 7] x 3} x 1 inches, Levant morocco flaps, calf-lined, silk-sewn, red gilt edgesT. $6 60
2.-Nonpariely w 7T x4x1} o« " " " " round corners ........ A 5
3. —Minion « w Tixdix1 " Per. " " leather-lined, silk-sewn, r/g edges, T, )
4.— Nonpariels w T X#xl o " " " " " r/g edges, round cor-
ners, silk-sewn .. T. 3 50
5 —Ruby " " " " " " " r g edges, silk-sewn, T. 3 60
6.—Minion ' " " Syr. " " " " " W R. 330
7. " " " " Imitation Seal o " " silk sewn, gilt edgesT. 3 00
8.—Pearl woon " Per. morocco  n " woore ' . 3 00
9.—Minion Imitation Seal flags . o T 27
10.—Nonpareils w 7T x4xl} » Fr. morocco  giltedges .. ... o wh 240
1L.—-Ruby " w Bl x4ix1 o " " . round corners, index stamped on
front of book ST 200
12. " " w G x4ix1} o " " «w  round corners Sl 3 i
13— » " " Imitation Seal « leather-lined, silk-sewn, r/c.........
H— " " Fr. morocco « gilt edges......
15.—Pearl " ' ' " " " o
16.—Ruby " ' ' ' " "
17.—Pearl " " " « cireuit, "
18.—Ruby " " " w flaps, "
19.— Pearl " w alxdix1 woe w o clasp, " SHi TEpRSR s
20.— » w n x4 x i w Per. calf, colored illustrations, r/c, r/g ..

N.B.—Those specified by T. are Teachers’ Bibles, containing Helps to the Study of
the Bible, including Concordance, Index, Maps and Copious Explanatory
Notes, ete. Those indicated by L. have the references only.

WE PAY POSTAGE.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Publishing House, - TORONTO.
MontrEAL: C. W, COATES. Hauivax: S, F. HUESTIS, tl




ADVERTISEMENTS,

CI7ADOSE

e
HE

GREA{

=AL
TAKE

IM[ BEST

Cures Consumption, Coughs, Croup, Sore
Throat. Sold by all Druggists on a Guarantee.

THE BEST |
CHRISTMAS GIFT§

or the best addition to one's own library is
WEBSTER'S INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY
The New *‘Unabridged’

for it is at once

elegant and useful,

¢f Ten years spent

revising,100 editors

employed, and over

$300,000 expended.

Everybody

should own this

I book. It quickly

answers the ques-

{ tions constantly

arising about the

history, spelling,

pronunciation, and

. meaning of words,

A Library in Itself. 1t gives facts

concerning eminent persons; fictitious per-

sons and places; countries, cities, towns,
and natural features of the globe; ete.

Invaluable in the household, and to
the teacher, scholar, and self-educator.

Sold by A1l Booksellers.
G.& C. MERRIAM Co., Publishers,
Springfield, Mass., U. S. A.

s~ Send for free illustrated prospectus.
@~ Do not buy cheap reprints of ancient editions,

To Introduce it, onein every county ortown furnished
reliable persons (either sex) who will romise to show it,
Bend at ouce to kuventors Oo., N. Y, City, I, 0, Box

PHYSIOLOGY AND TEMPERANCE.
By WILL!IAM NATTRESS, M.D.
CLOTH, ILLUSTRATED, 25 CENTS,
COMPACT and convenient little volume such
this should always be at hand in the house-
hold. Tts timely directions would, if followed, aid
the general health and be invaluable in cases of |
sudden accident or sickness.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.

Epwor(h Leaguers__

WE present herewith lists of the books
and pamphlets which the Epworth League
has selected for this year's reading. It is
hoped that every League will take up
these excellent courses during the coming
Fall and Winter,

Courses of Study Required for Certificate, 1893

- Bible Lesson Leaflets, Price, 10 cents,

. What Noted Men Think of the Bible. Price, 12 cents ;
and, How to Read the Bible, Price, 3 cents,

- CHAUTAUQUA SPARE-MINUTE COURSE—

Readings in Science, Price, 5 cents each: No, 53,
Plant Life; 71, A Few Facts About Chemistry ;
72, About Geology ; 73, About Zoology ; 76, The
World of Science ; 98, The Coral Builders,

Readings in Travel and Art: No, 3. Egypt; 45, The
Euphrates Valley ; 50, Ten Days in Switzerland ;
10, Art in Egypt ; 51, Art in the Far East.

. Readings in Biography and History, Price, 8 cents
each : No, 278, Gustavus Adol hus ; 279, Calvin ; 338,
Reign of Terror; 041, Hand-in-Hand for England ;
353, The Reformation in England.

Total Cost, 95 Cents. By Post, $1.
Readings Recommended for 1893.

« Withrow's Worthies of Methodism. Price, 40 cents.
2. CHAUTAUQUA SPARE-MINUTE COURSE—

Readings in History and Art, Price, 5 cents each : No,
99, Ttaly ; 5, Rome; 57 and 79, Art in Italy ; 11,
Greece; 56 and 78, Art in Greece ; 44, France ; 59
Art in France,

. Life of John Wesley. By Rev. M. Lelievre,
cents. Or any other life of Wesley.

. Readings in Biegraphy and History. Price, 3 cents
each: No, 292, Queen Elizabeth ; 290, Queen Vie-
toria ; 204, Gordon; 276, Washington ; 274, Cromwell ;
250, John Bunyan ; 363, Penny Post ; 364, Long Live
the Beggars 5, Bible and Sword , From the
‘“‘Black Hole” to Plassey ; 348, Out in the 45,

Total Cost, $1.53. By Post, $1.60.

Price, 85

CAMPAIGN ECHOES.
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF

MRS. LETITIA' YOUMANS.
With Introduction by MISS FRANCES E, WILLARD.

Contains phot: gravure portrait of Mrs, You-
mane, and group portrait of Miss Willard, Mrs,
Lucas, and Mrs, Youmans, Also a portrait of
Lady Somerset and Miss Willard,

Cloth, $1.00,

Frances E. WiLLArD writes: * Your clear,
bright, inspiring ‘Campaign Kchoes' has just
reached me, and I have rejoiced that you lived a
life 80 helpful, and condensed its results in pages
80 palpitant with power and love. . . It is a
nicely brought-out and creditable book in every

ay.”

Post-paid.

W

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronuto.

In ordering g00ds, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magazine,

pubdlisher, as well as the advertiser,

you will oblige the

by stating that you saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,




Did You Ever See

No. Did you ever see a thin,
th a healthy look? No. Or an
n? Again, No. How
th a scrawny figure?

a fat consumptive?

emaciated person wi
attractive scrofulous  perso
about a beautiful woman wi

Scott’s Emulsion

’
of Cod-liver O1l, with hypophosphites, makes solid
bust, healthy look by enrich-

fesh. It gives that 10
ing the blood and supplying new tissue. Prevents
hacking cough

consumption, too, b_v overcoming the
and making a new lining to throat and lungs.

Plysicians, the Wor 1 over, endorse it.

e PRI

Wasting Diseases

Children are speedily cured by Scott’s Emulsion.
k and insures perfect health. Scott’s Emulsion is t
food known to science.

y Scott & Bowne, Belleville.

of It gives strength
to the wea he most
nourishing

Prepared D

Druggists sell it.




