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THE GOVENANTS.

B The Covenant of Works was made with
B Adam for himself and all his offspring. He
“stood as our head and representative. Had
| hecontinued in his integrity we would have
B shared his reward. Having fallen we
B “sinncd in him and fell with him in his first
R transgression.”
The Covenont of Grace was male with
R Christ 2s the head and representative of His
B people—of all those for whom He died—
& of the “Tlect” who are forcknown, called,
E sanctified, glorifiecd. What the God-Man
R L1 done and suffered is i.oputed to all those
R [or whom He stands—all who are in cove-
B nant with Ilim—who believe in His name
K @nd obey His commands,
B Adam fell: Christ cannot fall. Adam
N roined his posterity : Christ saves all His
& rcople. By the Covenant of Works no
@ man cen be justified or saved; by the
B Covenant of Grace all who come to Christ
B ax frecly saved ; no otuer way of salvation
is possible.
f  What is the relation between theso Cove-
AN nsuts and the Mosaic Law? This is a
8 dificult and intricate question; but until
BB (o Bible reader is able to answer it satis-
S fctorily to his own mind he will lose much
RS of the instruction and comfort which some
B8 precious portions of Seripture are designed
IR convey.

B8 1. The Mosaic Law (including the De- |
B clogue) like the original Covenant of |
@ Works, says, Do this and live.”” ““ Cursed '
kevery one who continueth not in all
tings written in the book of the law to do !

them.”  “ The soul that sinneth it shall
die.” Tt cannot give life ; it is the “letter
that killeth.,” It gives the knowledge of
sin by forbidding sin. It exasperates the
soul by its high demands. It creates de-
spair by its tremendous sanctions, By it
no flesh living can be justified. Here then
we have the Mosaic law in sharp antagon-
ism to the Gospel and Covenant of Grace.
It is in this aspect that the .Apostle Paul
presents it in the Epistle to the Galatians,
and in other portions of his writings. It
was in this aspect that the unbelisving Jews
clung to it with so fatal a grasp, leading
them to the rejection of Christ and the
Gospel. It scems then that the Covenant
of Works was taken up and uttered by the
Mosaic law, The latter explained and re-
iterated the former.,

2. But the Mosaic law-—even that ker-
nel of it, the Decalogue—bore & reference
to the Covenant of Grace, to Christ and
His salvation. The “law and the pro-
phets™ testified to the Redeemer. Great
prominence was indeed given to the princi-
ple of Do this and live—sin and thou shalt
die,—but the other principle, of Faith, was
not excluded. The gospel wasin the pro-
mise made to Adam ; in the covenant made
with Abraham ; and in the priesthood and
sacrifices of the Mosaic economy. The
“Jaw” that “killed " those who endeavored
to win life by it, gave lite to those who ex-
crcised faith in Him who was shadowed
forth by the types and the sacrifices, and in
the articalate promises of the law.

Thus the Mosaic law may be regarded in
two aspects—the one, most prominent, re
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onacting the Covenant of Works, threat-
ening death, imposing the curse ; the other
pointing to a Sin-Bearer, a glorious Deli-
verer, a sacrifice for sin. This is a key to
Paul’s varying ways of speaking .of the
law., To those who trust in it for life, itis
certain death: to those who use it “law-
flly,” it is & schoolmaster leading to Christ.

It must be remembered, also, that the
Moszic Law was a National Covenant with
the Tsraclites. So long as they observed it,
50 long did Jehovah own them as His ““ pe-
caliar treasure;” when they broke it, Xe
rejected them and gave their land into the
hand of the enemy. In this respect—as 4
National Covenant—the Mosaic law was a
Covenant of Works. Its penalty was in-
curred and inflicted. The very soil of the
Promised Land bears witness this day to
the justice, trath and severity of God. The
history of Isracl as a nation was intended
to prepare for the coming of tae Messiah,
and to make salvation welcome as brought
to light by Him,

Salvation is possible only by the Covenant
of Grace. Men were saved, indced, under
the Mosaic law, but it was because that law
pointed to an atonement and a& Redeemer.
Ail who believe in Christ ave freed from the
Mosaic law as a Covenant of Works. The
Decalogueis binding upon them asthe Moral
Law, and must continue binding on them
as long as they are moral beings; but it is
binding not as a covenant but as a rule,—
to be observed not with servile fear and
trembling, but with the free and glad spirit
of children.

Y=
NOTES OF MISSIONARY WORK. IN THE SET-
TLEMENT OF PRESBYTERIANISH IN
GAPE BRETON.

BY THE REY. JOHX BTEWART.

THIRD ARTICLE.

After having retursed from the weary
travels of last month, the mongh of April
was spent in preaching and baptizing along
‘West Bay, and the adjoining settlements.
Travelling having now become practicable,
set out for Grand River on the 1st May,
but owing to the depth of snow still in the
woods, did not reach the settlement till the

‘Louisburg. Here no preaching place was g

3rd. Preached here for a week, and had to
do battle with witchcraft. Got the peoplo
to proceed with their church, and left for the
Lakes of Lochlomond. Preached and bap-
tized & number of children ; the people too
poor to attempt the building of & church—
got them to erect a school-house, as therois
onc in the settlement who can teach. Left
for Sydney and Mira—preached at Mira on
the 16th, and urged the people to bLuild a
church according to specifications left with
them. I found afterwards that they had
departed from my plan, and as the prospect
of recciving a schoolmaster from Scotland
was announced to them, a pretty large
huilding was resolved upon. The teacher |
in due time arrived, but turned outa “wan-
dering star,”” though grasping enough to
get possession of the school-house as por-
sonal property ; after putting the settlement
in & ferment, and preventing the erection of
a church, that he might enjoy all the tene.
fit arising to a schoolmaster and minister.
For years to come, the people were without
a church. Left for Gabarus Lake, which
was reached some time after dark, with
body clothes torn, covered with mud, and }
wet all through. Preached the following
day, and baptized several children ; and in
returning preached at Salmon River, where §
a young man of sixteen, and a girl of twelve K
years, who lLad never seen o minister 6l B
that evening, were baptized. Left for Ca-
talone, having to pass through Mira, preach- i
ed therc and at Catalone. Started for §

to be had except the house of an clderly B
lady, an Episcopalian, who, it was doubt
ful, would not give her house to a Calvio 18
ist, whom she was led to belicve was a kind 28
of montrosity. Resolved to visit the old §
lady with the view of getting her consentto %
give her house to preach in. After some B
general conversation, I moved that we 38
should read a portion of the word of God, 58
—did so, and commented shortly on the BN
passage, which seemed to draw the atten i
tion of my aged hearer towards me. After 3
prayer, she began to ask me if what I hsd
stated was Calvinism. I answered, that 38
what was said was the trath as stated i i
the word of God. The issue wass ward §
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‘mvitation to come to her house to preach,
and that it would be open to me as often as
I could come to Louisburg. T discovered
that my aged friend was well-versed in the
plan of salvation, notwithstanding her
strong prejudices against Calvinism, to
which she had been acc?stomcd to attach
50 mysterious a meaning.

Retarncd the follewirg day to Cutalone,
to attend a meeting convened for the build-
ing of a church. Got the people to agree
with a framer, and promised £3 to aid in

administered to them. I had now to re-
trace my steps if I should not remain ag
the Cape. There was everything to entice
me to this. The scenery there is on a
grand scale, and the settlenvent oqe of the
finestin Cape Breton. My object, however,
is not to give a description of the beautiful
scenery in many parts of this Island, but to
show its fearful destitution in respect of
spiritual advantages. Onreaching my ves-
scl contrary winds and calm prevented my
getting out of Aspy Bay for four days,—

its crection. On an after occasion I preach- | Went askore at the fishing ground, preached
ed within the wooden walls. This is the | tv & fow Protestant familics, and baptized
church which my friend Dr. McLeod, of | VO children. '_l‘m now, I had met with
Sydney, got ready for him when he came nothing but uniform Linduess, both from
10 setdle there, so that he is somewhat in | Catholics and Protestants.  There, how-
my debt for church building, if, at this | €Vor, an Irish bully who was the dread of
fength of time, he docs not disown it. The | all the fishing station, came in the evening
following day preached at the passage on | t0 My quarters, drunk, enraged with mad-
my way to Sydney, where on arriving was | 198 ugainst the protestant minister. He
most kindly received by Mr. Leonard. | bogan to abuse my host, because he would

Preached on Sabbath in the Methodist cha-
pel, forenoon and evening. Crossed over
to N. W. Arm—preached and baptized :
<everal children, and on the following Sab-
hath preached at North Sydney forenoun,
and n the evening at the Mines. FPro-
ceeded to Bridgeport—preached, and bap-
tized several childven. Returned the fol-
lowving day to the Bay, to get a passage by
Mr. Ferris’s vessel to Cape Notth, no road
of any kind being opened at this time to the
settlement.  Arvrived there in little mure
than 24 hours—breakfasted on Loard, and
with all speed proceeded up the settlement,
and on Sabbath preached to a considerable
audience. There a yonth of sixteen was
baptized on his own profession of faith.
Next day made way up the North River,
where after preaching, baptized a mother
first and then her children ; afterwards bap-
tized two men, one 40 and the other 42
years of age, 'on their own profession of
faith. The mother of these men, a pious

aged Anna, rejoiced in having the oppor-
tunity of seeing her sons dedicating them- !
selves to the Lord. In their early days
there was no minister to baptize them, and
though thirty years they had lived at Cape
North, this was the first opportunity they |
had had of having the seal of the covcnant |

not give him a vessel to yret more rum from
a puncheon in the neighbourhood, I
checked him, which seemed to be more de-
sired by him than getting the vessel. He
cotaes up to me brandishing his ngly fists
before my face. I stood upright, with iy
hands at my side, and asked him to strike
if he dared. 'With this he got into a furi-
ous rage, bellowing out the most horfid
oaths that could be invented in the infernal
pit, threatening that he would make my
blood dance on the floor. Unmoved, ex-
cept with compession for the wretched erca-
ture, I moved towards the door, he followed,
and the door being open, with main strength
—of which in those days I had a good share
—thrust him out sprawling on the ground
like & flounder. There the scenc cnded,
though my kind host was terrified that he
would return at night and murder me. He
gave notice to the captain on board to take
me to his vessel in order to be out of danger.
Had to spend a silent Sabbath on board, as
the wind would not permit our getting out
of the Bay, and the snrf on the shore would
not aflow of my going ashore. Returned
the following day with Captain Ferris, and
reached his residence on the 24th June.
The dicinterested kindness of Capt. Ferris
1 can never forget.
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THE ORDINANGE OF PRAISE.
No. V.

In turning to the New Testament, we
are met at tho introduction of the long pro-
mised age of the Messiah, with a revival of
the Spirit of sacred song. Tor about 400
years the voice of prophecy had been silent,
and ““when the Lord again visited his peo-
ple,” the spirit was again poured forth and
the thoughts and feclings produced by his
influence find expression in strains of exal-
ted poetry. Thus the advent of our Sav-
jour even before his birth was welcomed
with songs of praise. When Elizabeth
heard the salutation of Mary, she ¢ was
filled with the Holy Ghost, and she spake
out with a loud voice,” and Mary replied
doubtless under the same influence, in &
sacred hymn

%My soul doth magnify the Lord
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour, ,
&e.’—Luke, i.-41. !

So when at the circumeision of John, his
father recovered his speech, he was filled
with the Holy Ghost and prophesied, his
first utterance is a song of praise,

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel
For he hath visited and redeemed his people,
&c~Luke, 1.-67.

To this day these .0 hymns entitled
Magnificat and Benedicite are used regu-
larly in the morning and evening services
of large portions of the Christian Church.

The birth of our Saviour was not only
announced by angels, but ““a multitude of
the Heavenly Host” celebrated the event
in an anthem of praise, and when the Infant
Jesus was presented in the temple, again
the old prophetic spirit again appeared.
“There was & man in Jerusalem whose
name was Simeon; waiting for the conso-
lation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was
upon him. And he came by the Spirit in
the temple, and he took him up in his arms
and said :

Lord now lettest thou thy servant departin
peace

According to thy word,

For mine eyes have secn thy salvation

Which thou hast prepared before the face of
all people;

A light tolighten the Gentiles

Aud the glory of thy pcople Israel.*

*In the old Scottish Psalter the song of Simcon
is retained by itself, without the introductory ver-
ses of the 38th Paraphrase, an addition which we
presume to think no improvement.

And Anng, a prophetess, coming in at that
instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord,
and spake of him to all them that looked
for redemption in Jerusalem.” (Luke ii.
25-38.)

In the life of our Saviourwe find scarcely
any direet references to the services of
praise. We find in the narratives of the
Evangelist, several allusions to music and
song as connected with the habits of the
Jews, (Tuke vii. 32, Matt. ix. 83, Luke xv.
24-26,) but scarcely any thing bearing
upon them as & portion of religious service.
But we know that our Lord fulfilled all
righteousuess by attending regularly upon
all the stated sorvices of the temple, and of
the synagoguc.  From that first passover
to which he went up, when twelve years of
age, with his parents and in the company
of ““his kinsfolk and acquaintance,” he
regularly went up to Jernsalem to the great
National festivals, and on these as well as
in the other sacred services of the Jewish
worship, His voice doubtless joined in “g
song when the holy solemnity was kept.”
The Psalms from the 120th to the 134th,
are called “songs of degrees” or as most
modern interpreters translate the phrase,
“songs of the going up,” and are believed
to have been composed with reference to
the ckildren of Israel going up to Jerusalem,
to observe their appointed festivals; and as
the company to beguile the tedium of the
way, or at their resting place, sang the
songs of Zion, we cennot doubt that the
voice of Jesus mingled in their melodies.

Toward the close of our Saviour’s life
one incident is recorded of peculiar interest
as conunected with this snbject. When he
entered Jerusalem previous to his last pass-
over, and he was recognized by the people
as the deliverer promised to Israel, the mul-
titude * took branches of palm trees and
went forth to meet him, and cried Hosan-
nah, blessed is the king of Israel that cometh
in the name of the Lord.” ¢ .And at the
descent of the mount of Olives they began
to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice,
for all the mighty works that they had seen,
saying, Blessed be the king that cometh in
the name of the Lord, peace in heaven, and
glory in the highest.” ¢ And Jesus entered
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in Jerusalem and into the temple,” the
multitude following, “and the children cry-
ing in the temple, Hosanna to the Son of
David.”  (John xii. 13, Luke xix. 37,
Mark xi. 9-11, Matt. xxi. 15).

For four days our Saviour retired to
spend the night with the family at Bethany,
but morning by morning he *¢came early
to the temple,” probably at the time of the
morning sacrifice, to attend upon the sacred
rite with its service of praise. But “ on the
first day of unleavened bread, when the
even was come, he sat down with the
twelve” to eat the passover, the last which
he was to observe with them, His inter-
course with them was about to close, and
more, that night the Levitical economy was
to be fully accomplished. In that passover
its services were virtually to expire, and it
is interesting to note that it closed with
sscred song. ¢ When they had sung an
hymn they went out into the mouat of
Olives.” According to the teaditious of the
Jews the Psalms from the 113th to the
118th were sung at the conclusion of the
paschal feast, and it may have been these
which were sung on that occasion.

In turning to the establishment of the
New Testament we find that Judaism and
Christianity fora time overlapped. Instead
of at onee totally destruying the Jewish
system and planting Christianity on ground
thus left vacant, God was pleased to allow
the two to co-exist for & time. From the
day of Pentecost, or from the death of
Christ, till the destruction of Jerusalem was
aperiod of trausition. The old temple ser-
vices still went on, and the members of the
church, gathered as it was at first among
the Jews, still observed the old ritual with
new perceptions of its signification, and
§ with more elevated emotions of joy, (Acts
& ii. 46, iii. 1, xviil. 21, xx. 16, &c.) but hav-
B ing their own assemblies, in which the sim-
B plo ordinances of the new dispensation were
W observed according to Christ’s appointment.
M Iocxamining the New Testament e do
B not find in regard to this any more than in
§ rgard to other important christian ordi-

OB ninces, cverything exactly prescribed by

@ cspressstatute as under the Old. But we
¥ find enough to show not only that singing

to the praise of God still occupies a place
in Christian worship, but also the principles
by which it is to be regulated, and the im-
portance which is attached to it.

At the very outset of the New Testament
dispensation, when the fulness of the Spirit
was enjoyed in the glorious scenes of Pen-
tecost, we have the cannexion of this exer-
cise, with a state of elevated Christian feel-
ing, as well as the influence of such a state
of things on others, strikingly expressed in
the description given of the condition of the
infant church. “They continuing daily
with one accord in the temple and breaking
bread from house to house, did eat their
meat with gladness and singleness of heart,
praising God and having favour with the
the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved,”
Acts ii. 46, 47.

The importance attached to this ordi-
nance will appear from the facts of the pro-
vision made for the new Psalmody of the
church by the supernatural gifts of the Spi-
ut. The apostle Paul, writing to the
Corinthians, and referring to the various
supernatural gifis of the Spirit, and the
irregularities connected with their exercise,
says, (1 Cor. xiv. 26) “When ye come to-
gether every one of you hatk ¢ Psalm, hath
adoctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation,
hath an interpretation. Let all things be
done unto edifying.” The divine gift fall-
ing upon the heart of the Christian prophet
came forth in a song of praise, asin the
case of Miriam, Deborah and Simeon, and
this the charch was to use for its edification.
The first Psalmody of the Church must
have consisted of the ancient hymns of the
sweet singer of Ysracl and his companions,
By the Jewish portion of the church these
would be sang with new views of their
meaning and under richer feelings of devo
tion, and to the Gentiles the words and the
sentiments would be alike new. But by
this gift of the Spirit the newly formed
community had a Psalmody of its own,
from the Spirit of God. Itis probable that
the first Christian hymns owed their origin
to the gifts of those thus endowed, and
some of these may have continued to the
subsequent ages. Eusebius testifies to the

.
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existence of & collection of rhythmical songs
which were composed ¢ from the begin-
ning.”

In the 15th verse, from its connexion
with the preceding, it is supposed by some
that the apostle speaks of himself as possess-
ing the same gift and using it for the edifi-
cation of thé Church. * What is it then?
¥ will pray with the Spirit and I will pray
with the understanding also: I will sing
with the Spirit and I will sing with the un-
derstanding also.”” *“ Hence we gather, says
Alford, that the two departments in which
the gift of tongues was exercised were pray-
er and praise.  On the day of Pentecost it
was confined to the latter of these.”” The
passage plainly shows that singing was
from the beginning a part of Christian wor-
ship.

In the epistles to the Ephesians and the
Colossians, written about the same time,
during Paul’s imprisonment at Rome, we
have almost in the same words, exhorta-
tions in regard to the service of song, which
indeed form positive and permanent laws on
the subject—connecting it with the influence
of the Spirit—as to be engaged in with de-
light as an expression of gladness of heart—
as a great means for the edification of others,
and as a manifestation of heartfelt devotion
to God. Eph.v. 18,15 “Be not drunk
with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled
with the Spirit; speaking to yourselves in
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the
Lord.”

In contrast with the excitement of in-
toxication they were to seek to be “filled
with the spirit,”” not merely to enjoy it
abundantly, as a vessel filled to overflow-
ing. In contrast with the temporary and
degrading exhibition produced by wine,
this would fill them with genuine clevation
of Spirit, fulness of joy and permanent
peace. In the excitement of druikencss
the tongue is loosed and often finds expres-
ion in polluted language, and not unfre-
yuently in Bacchanalian songs, which are
often Satan’s chosen instrument for corrupt-
ingothers. But filled with thespirit, their joy
would find expression in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, by which they would

®

promote cach others spiritual good, (“speak.
ing to yourselves,”’—* teaching and admon-
ishing onc another”” Col. iii. 11.) ¥rom
the cxpression “speaking o yourselves,”
and from the words “ in the heart to God,”

in the next clause, some have supposed
that it is only silent singing in the heart is
required, and have therefore denied that
singing God’s praise with the voice is to he
observed in New Testament times. Even
as the words stand, this interpretation will
commend itself to few. Silent singing
wonld scarcely come up to the teaching and
admonishing of the parrallel passage. But
all the best critics agree that the word trans.
lated “to yourselves,” shonld be translated
here as it is in Col. iii. 16, ““ one another.”
It is the same word that is used in Eph. iv.
32, where no person would propese to ren-
der “forgiving yourselves” for *forgiving
one another.”” Seme supposes that it re-
fers to responsive singing or chanting. We
know several of the psalms were composed
to be sung in this manner, and that very
carly in the Christian Church the prac-
tice existed; but it seems, as Alford remarks,
tco much to find it in this passage.

The distinction between the titles, psalms,
hymuns and spiritual songs, has been differ-
eutly explained. Hodge says, “the ealy
usage of the words appear to have been as
loose as that of the corresponding English
terms. A psalm was a hymn and a hymn
o song, still there was a distinction betweea
them as there is still.” The word psalm,
says Dr. Eadie, is according to its derivation
a sacred song chanted to the accompani-
ment-of instrumental music. This speci-
fied idea was lost in course of time, and the
word retained’ only the general sense of 8 B
sacred poctical composition and corresponds
to the Hebrew mizmor.” It is generally
agreed that “hymns ’ denoted praise songs
answering to the Hebrew fehilim, a title
applied to such psalms as the 145th, in
which the praise of God is the main subject
The®ong or ode, says Alford, is the genernl
name for all Lyrical poetry, and applits
especially to such effusions as persons ust
in a state of drunkenness. The Christian’s
ode is to be spiritual, inspired by that ful

ness of the spirit which is in him.”
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The connexion of thenext clause, “sing-
ing and making melody in your hearts to
the Lord,” has been variously understood.
Some conneet ““ singing ” with the previous
words, as explanatory of the speaking to
one another. *¢ Thrir speech was to be
sung, or they wero to be singing as well ag
speaking,” as Dr. Eadic explainsit. Cony-
beare translates, ¢ Let your singing be of
psalms and hyrans, and spivitual songs.”
Others connect “singing” and “making
melody ” with the words ““in your hearts.”
Farther, some take the words “ singing and
making melody in your hearts,”” or, ¢ mak-
ing melody in your heart,” as a subordinate
member of the preceding sentence, and
describing the spirit and nature of the sing-
ing required. Others take the words asa
distinct clause, describing a different kind
of singing. The best modern critics adopt
the latter view, and understand the words
as commanding the singing ot the inward-
heart. 'The difference of meaning, accord-
ing to these variations in the construction,
are but slight, and the purport of the whole
is very succinetly stated in Conybeare’s
note :— When you meet, let your cnjoy-
ment consist not in fulness of wine, but
fulness of the spirit ; let your songs be, not
the drinking songs of heathen feasts, but
psalms and hymas, and their accompani-
ments, not the music of the lyre, but the
g melody of the heart ; while you sing them,
§ 1ot the praise of Bacchus, but of the Lord
N Josus Christ.”

8§ The terms of the parallel passage in
Colossians (ch. iii. 16) are so similar 3 not
o require any explanatory remark. “XLet
the word of God dwell in you richly in all
wisdom ; teaching and admonishirg one
another in psalms and hymns, and spiritual
wngs, singing with grace in yous hearts to
the Lord.”

I, may be observed that mostinterpreters
regard these words as not limited in their-
spplication to public worship, but as refer-
ing also to the love feasts and-other private
néetings of Christians. The testimony of
wtly writers: shows that religious singing
Was & common- exercise of the .primitive
christians, independently of divine service
preperly so ealled.

The cpistle to the Icbrews was written
with the special design of showing the rela-
tion between the Mosaic and the New Tes-
tament cconomics, and we have in it"a pas-
sage of some importance as bearing on this
subject. (Chap. xiii.15). “ By him there-
fore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to
God continually, thatis, the fruit of our
lips, giving thanks to his name.” The
term translated “sacrifice of praise” is the
same used to denote the thank-offering of
the Mosaic law. (Lev. vii. 12,; sce also
Ps. 1. 23, exvi. 17,18). “The sacrifice o
thanksgiving,” consisted in the presenta-
tion of an ox, sheep or goat, which was
brought by the offerer to the altar;"and slain
at the south side of it. The priest received
the blood and sprinkled it around the altar.
The fat was burned upon the altar. The
breast and the shoulder were reserved for
the priest, but the rest was for the offerer to
feast upon with with his family and friends.
These offerings were sometimes expressions
of gratitude for particular mercies, and
sometimes a general acknowledgment of
God’s daily and continual kindness.” "It
was a saying of the rabbis that “in the
future time all sacrifices will cease, but
praises will not cease.” Under the New
Testament dispensation no such material

thank-offerings arc required. Christians-

are under special obligations to thankful-
ness, (but their feelings are to be express-
cd,—not by material thank-offerings—not
by afeast on the bodies of slain beasts, with
its usual accompaniments of song and
tabret aud dance, but by the voice, declax-
ing the high praises of the Lord, “that is,
the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his
name.”” The phrase “ fruit of our lips,” is
the same that is used in the Septuaging in
in Hos: xiv. 2, where the Hebrew and our
translation have ¢ the calves of our lips.”
Tn place of all the'thank-offering of beasts,
there is to be now the use of our lips in
praise. The phrase “giving thanks to Lus
name” must be connected with lips, «“our
lips giving thanks to his name.” The
word translated ““ giving thanks,” properly
means “confess,” but it is used in the Old
Testament as equivalent to a Hebrew.word,
signitying “ to praise,” as in Ps. xviii. 49,
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quoted in Rom. xiv. 9. These sacrifices

are to be offered rontinually, not as the Le- |

vitical sacrifices were, at certain fixed days
and scasons, but all through our lives.—
But as the Jews were accustomed to send
portions of the sacrificial feast of their
thank-offerings to the poor, so, says the
apostle, “to do good and to communicate
forget [not forwith such sacrifices God is
well pleased.”

In the epistle of James there is o passage,
which pointedly expresses the relation of
praise to christian feeling. ¢ Is any among
you afflicted ? let them pray. Is any mer-
ry ? let him sing psalms.” ¢ The means,”
says Hagenbach, by which the corgrega-
tion gives united expression to its spirit of
pure devotion, are song and prayer. This
passage would, however, signify that the
two differed in their method of application ;
that song signified the cxpression of tle
joyful, and prayer of the sorrowful spirit;
And this is deeply founded in psychological
truth. Joy is the mother of song, and nced
is the fecling which teaches one to pray.—
But still there are songs of afiliction, (la-
mentations) songs of penitence and mourn-
ing; and there are on the other hand, joy-
ful prayers (praisc and thanksgiving).—
This proves that the distinction is not an
absolute one.”

The only farther view of this subject pre-
sented in the New Testament isca the sub-
lime visions of the book of Revelation.
There the veil is withdrawn and we are
permitted some glimpses of the upper sanc-
tuary, and to catch some strains from the
exalted worship of its inhabitants. The
. whole imagery of that hook is Jewish, and
the descriptions of worship are all borrowed
from the Jewish temple, of which it pre-
sents but an enlarged view. But the mat-
ter of their song is the New Testament sa-
crifice, the lamb once offered to bear the
sins of many, but now exalted to the throne
of God. ’

These, so far as we recollect, are all the
passages of the -New Testament directly
bearing on this subject. But a close exami-
nation of the word of God brings out prin-
ciples having an important bearing on this
subject. The first to which we shall advert,

and which we deem the most important ay
far as the mode of observing this ordinance
in New Testament times is concerned, is
so fully and so clearly stated by Binney,
that our readers will pardon us for quoting
him at length,

“The principle which distinguished the
Levitical economy from the Xvangelical
dispensation—the different character which
the presence or absence of this principle im.
parts to psalmody, and the practical lesson
which thence arises to the Christian Church
—are important to be known, observed and
felt.

“The Levitical Dispensation was typical
and prophetic. It was intended to present
as émbodied in a nation, a foreshadowing
of that divino idea, which was spirituslly to
be realized in the Christian Chuarch. The
whole pcople were taken into covenant
relation to God, and he symbolically des-
cended and tabernacled in the midst of them-
The entire people were His. Theoretically
they were a ‘kingdom of priests * (Exodus
xix. 6.) But instcad of taking them all for
his immediate service, he took the first born
of cach family; (Exodus xxii. 29,) and
then, instead of the first born he selected
and separated the tribe of Levi, (Deut. x-
8,) the members of which were to be a
sacred class, who were officially to perform
all divine exercises as the representatives of
the nation; thus in its place and on its be-
half, they had to execute the priests’ office,’
and while ¢ waiting upon their ministry’ to
discharge for all the diversified duties of the
holy function. ,

“In connection with this official and
representative priesthood was a vast system
of typical ordinances and symbolic rites,
anticipating pictorially the sacrifice and
offices of the Son of God, and the spiritual
blessings to be enjoyed by his church. The
tabernacle, the vail, the annual atonement:
the exclusion from the holy place of all but
the High Priest and his admission only
once a year; the solemn law or “rigid in-
terdiction’ that his admission was to be
Not without blood ;—the coustant repetition
of tho same sacrifices, with their ceremonisl
pardon, ‘purifying the flesh,” and their
virtual admission to divine service;—all J
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these things, the writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews inform us illustrated the ¢better
things > and the * better hope”’ of the Christ-
tian dispensation ; and that they did so by
God's intention and purpose, for it was this
that the Holy Ghost signified by the Instit-

ution. Now it further appears that as the !

High Priest typified Christ inhis mediatori-
al character, passing through the vail of the
visible heavens and ministering for us be-
fore God,—so the pricsts and Levites, repre-
sentatively acting for “ the twelve tribes ¢
officially serving in their stead, embodied
the idea, of what the whole Hebrew people
¢ ceremonially * were and what the Christian
Church, in all its parts, divisions and mem-
bers “spiritually ”* was to be. Hence in
the Jewish Church, ‘the service of song,’
like all similar services, was representative
official, typical, vicarious: large numbers
of a distinct and sacred caste were set apart
to it; it was surrounded with all possible

pression,—vendered with daily regularity,
and repavded as o delight to God and man.
All this was done, designedly to express the
christian iden of the whole body of believers
being a ‘ Holy Priesthood’ (i. Peter ii. 5,)
‘God’s clergy * (I Peter v. 3,) lot or heritage,
‘brought nigh to him’ ¢ having boldness to
enter ™ in spiritual reality and by personal
faith “even unto the Holiest ot all,’ there
‘to offer up daily sacrifices’ acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ.” What these sacri-
fices are, the only sacrificesithat can be offered
now, and which are to be offered by all
Christians, the only priesthood that there is
now in the church, may be thus stated,
There is the presentation of the body or per-
son or entire nature, ‘as a living sacrifice ;’
(Romans xii. 1.} This is the sacrifice of
the heurt, the consecration of the mind and
affections, the whole vital and active being
t God’s will,—that by acting constantly
in accordance with it, there may be con-
stantly rising up from the christian man—
from his inward and outwara reiligious life,
what shall seem like the ascent of fragrant
incense towards heaven. Then there is the
sacrifice of the hand ; benevolent activity ;
charitable help ; obedience to all sorts of
kind and generous impulses ; unselfishness;

christians looking benignantly ‘on the
things of others’ and not only and everlast-
ingly ‘on their own *;—" filling the hand’
(a sacrificial phrase,) with cheering, bene-
ficiel and loving deeds; ‘do good and com-
municate, for with such sacrifices, God is
well pleased.” (Heb. xiii. 16.) And finally
there is the sacrifice of the lip, or in other
words THE SERVICE OF soNG—the whole
congregation assembling together in one
place,~—all, equally and alike God’s priest-
h~ad,—every voice contributing its share,
and every soul participating in the privilege,
they ¢ with one conseut * are to glorify God
by ‘showing forth his most worthy praise.’
Therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise
CONTINUALLY, that is THE FRUIT OF OUR
LIPS, GIVING THANKS TO HIS NAME,
(Heb. xiii. 15.)

“'The proper understanding of the prin-
ciple we have affirmed, and of the soul of

| ‘eorrespondence which it behoves us to look
pomp,—cariched with every variety of ex- |

for between the Jewish and Christian dis
pensations, is of vast importance, in rela-
tion to some points of speculative truth,
and to some others of ecclesiastical order
and ritual observance. ‘Human priesthoods
are no more. There is one ¢ Apostle and
high priest of our prefession, Christ Jesus,”
(Heb. iii. 1), and “there none other but he.”
All true spiritual Christians are priests,
whose services are accepted through Him.
There is no class on Christian priests.
Sacerdotal duties and sacercotal distinctious
—Levitical order sand official religion have
passed away. Ministers, bishops, elders,
pastors, deacons, or by whatever name they
may be known—officers for the government
and instruction of the church—there are;
but as to worship, man no longer acts for
man; no human being comes in between

.God and his creatures,~—transacting the

concerus, and representing the persons, of
one or many,—the individual or the multi-
tude. The clergyman or minister does not
act jor the people, but with them. In the
Christian temple none are excluded from
offering sacrifice. “ All haveaceess, through
one spirit, unto the Father.” (Eph. ii. 18,
and Acts x. 19-22) The -proper idea of
the priestly, vicarious, official worship 6f
the Jewish church, finds, therefore. its
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realization, not in in any similw sacerdotal
orders of Christian pontiff, priest and Le-
vite, but first in the exclusive, real High
Priesthood of Christ, and then in the uni-
versal participation of o spiritual priestly
function by Christians. The result is in
relation to Psalmedy, that while in the Jew-
ish church it was official and representative,,
it is to in the Christian church emphatically
CovcerEGaTiONAL. All the faithful, with-
out cxception,—the entive mass of the
Christian commonalty, equally with any
official persons,—are possessed of the pri-
vilege, endowed with the right, and called to
the duty, of celebrating “the service,”” and
swelling “ the song.™

The principles here stated, we believey
will commend themsclves to enlightened
students of the word, and are of wide appli-
cation. They form, indeed, a ruleto guide
us in magy points counected with the ob.
servance of this ordinance, But upon them
W CANDot NOW enter.

While, however, the general rule holds
good, that praise is an exercise for seasons
of joy, and prayer for seasons of sorrow,
yet such are the treasures of consolation
provided in the gospel, tbat the child of
God rejoices in tribulation, and therefore
has given to him sougs even in the darkest
night of his affliction. Thus Paul and
Barnabas at Philippi cast into the inner
prison and their feet made fastin the stocks,
¢ at midnight prayed and sang praiscs unto
God, and the prisoners heard them.”

e 5 PRI P
PRESBYTERIAN ANRIVERSARIES.

Synod of the Hnglish Presbyterian
B Church.

This Synod met late in April. Its pro-
coedings indicated increasing vigour and
cnergy.  Its foreign missions, its educa-
tional cfforts, its church building enterpriscs,
all are prosperous.  Dr. McCrie has resign-
ed his Professorship. Dr. Cairns of the
United Preshyterian Synod was offered o
Professorship by the Euglish Synod, but
he felt constrained to decline the offer. The
English Synoa is strongly in favour of
Union.

Reformed Presbyterian Synod.

The most important subject that came
before this Synod was the report of the

, Union Committee. That report was very
, favourably received, and the Synod resolved
; tnanimonsly to proceed with the negotia-

tions. The sum collceted for the Dayspr ing
| this year amuunted to £304, about the same
as the contribation of last year.

United Presbyterian Synod.

{ . Mr. Finlayson of Edinburgh wes elected

Moderator.  The statistics of the church
l show most cncouraging progress. The
| communicants last year numbered 174,947,
while in 1860 the number was 163,554.—
Since 1839 not less than fifty-six congrega-
tious had been added to the Synod’s roll,
seven of these being in the Presbytery of
Newcastle, eleven in the Preshytery of Lan-
cashire, and niue in the Presbytery of Lon-
don. ‘Thusone-half of their Church exteu-
sion during the past six years has been in
England. The contributions of the Church
for the past year exhibited a progress stil}
more decided. The aggregate congrega
tional income for strictly congregational
objects for the year had been £303,398,
being an increase of £8,374 on the preced-
ing yenr, and the total benevelent mcome
had been £71,946. During 1866, £4,462
was added to the stipends of the Church, by
far the greater part of which had occurred
where it was not so urgently required, viz.,
among stipends above £150. The stipends
of forty ministers had during the year been
raised by local cffort to .£150

Great progress has also been made in
| providing manses for the ministers of the
church. £36,000 have been subscribed for
this purpose. The organ question came
before the Synod, when it was resolved, by
by a vote of 232 to 136, not to allow the
use of organs. The Union question was
discussed with great ability and carnestness,
and a favourable decision arrived at by a
majority of 350—the division heing 3891039.

The Foreign Mission report show.d that
there was a steady decline in the member-
ship of the Jamaica Mission. The Aleppo
Mission (Syria) has completely failed after
a trial of cight years. All the other Mis-
sions are flourishing. Irrespective of ope-
rations on_the continent the Synod has 36
ordained Luropean missionaries, 2 Luro:
pean medical missionaries, 7 ordained native
missionaries, 2 European evaungelists, 12
native cvangelists, 10 European teachers,
and upwards of 100 native teachers; or,
altogether, an cducated agency of more
than 170 persons.  Besides several stations,
there were 40 congregations, with an aggre-
gate membership of 5,615, and 106 day
schools, attended by 5,464 scholars.

Dr. Cairxs has been appointed to the
chair of Apologetical Theology. The at
tendance on the Synod was larger thanever
before—443 yuinisters and 206 clders.
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1Free Church General Assembly.
This Assembly met on the 23rd ult. Dr.

Roxburgh of Glasgow was chosen Modera-

tor. During the opening service, Dr. Clason,

senior clerk, was prostrated with illness. |

The miz<ionary contributivny of the church
amounted to £20,000, Tavourable reports
were reeeived as to the state of religion.
The Jewish Missions were found in a hope-
ful state. Rev. Dr. Duft was appointed to
the chair of Evangelistic Theology. The
whole income of the church during the year
was £369,104 sterling. Deputics attended
the Assembly from the Old and New School
Assemblics, and other American churches.
The ease of the Rev. Walter Smith came
before the Assembly. 1t ended in censure
of Mr. Smith’s sermons. The Equal Divi-
dend amonnted to £144. An effort is to
le made to raise the stipends to a minimum
of £200. The question of union occasion-
ed a long and able debate. Dr. Begg’s
motion, which was adverse to the proposed
union, received 61 votes. Dr. Candlish’s
motion in favour of going forward, was
cazried by a majority of 346 to 120.—Dr.
Duff submitted the Foreign Mission report :
The number of Christian agents employed
by the committee in India and Afriea is
281. Ablout 10,000 scholars are unuder in-
struction. The ordinary revenue of the
scheme for the past year amounted to
£14,408 8s. 9d., which with contributions
fram the Ladies Socicty for Female Edu-
cation in India and Kaffaria and Australia,
eave o grand total income for 1866-7 of
£31,829 8s. 93d.—Drs. Begg, Gibson, and
several other members of the Committee on
Union resigned, and their places were sup-
plied by new names, such as Dr. Duff, Dr.
Blaikie, &c. The Assembly on the whole was
a most interesting one.

Established Church of Scotland.

Rev. Dr. Crawford was chosen Moderator.
The Colonial Committee’s income during
the year was £4,447. Theamonat raised for
Foreign Missions was £4,427. .. disputed
settlement case occupied a whole day. The
Presbytery of Greenock was ordered to set-
tle a presentee over an objecting congrega-
tion. A long debate took place on the
subject of Patronage. A motion to scek
some improvement on the present law was
lost by 2 majority of fwo, the vote being
126 to 124.—A deputation was appoimcﬁ
to visit India, one member to be Dr. Nor-
man Macleod.

0ld School Presbyterian Assembly,
United States.

This large and influential body met at
Cincinpati. The troubles and difficulties
arising from the late war have not yet
wholly disappeared, A considerable section

of the Xentucky brethren has fallen away
from the Assembly. The division extends
more or less through all the border states.
! It is owing to the old leaven of slavery.—
The Missions of this Church at home and
abroad are flourishing. A Report in favor
of Re-Union was favomrably reccived, only
four or five voting against it upon the first
division. Two delegates from the Frec
Church of Scotland—Principal Fairbairn,
and Mr. Wells—were present at the Assem-
bly and delivered addresses. They were
most cordially received. There were pre-
) sent also delegates from the Irish Presby-
terian Church.

. New School Assembly, U.S.

This Assembly met at Rochester, and
! waslareer than usual. The “ New School”
has long been distinguished for zeal in the
extension of the Redecmer’s Kingdom.
Great prominence was given to the work
' of Home Missions and the erection of
| churchee in destitute localities ; also to the
| importance of proper Sabbath School train-
ing. A special committee was appointed
to superintend the work of evangelization
among Freedmen.—The presence and the
addresses of tho delegates from the Trish
Presbyterian Church and the Free Church
of Scotland were among the most interest-
ing incidents of the recent meeting of the
Assembly. Bringing as they did the hearty
coneratulations of those Christian bodies to
their brethren in America, with the wish
for a closer and more intimate acquaintance
the delegates reccived a very cordial wel-
come. While they imparted much valua-
ble information respection theirown Church
| enterprises, especially with respect to their
methods of supplementing the salaries of
ministers in rural districts and on home
mission fields, and their great success in
reclaiming the degraded population of large
citics ; they were free to acknowledge their
pleasure at what they had alrendy witnessed
of the American modes of cvangelization.
Their remarks on the subject of the union
of Presbyterians in this country, and their
cfforts to secure the same object across the
water, were listened to with cvident satis-
faction. As the Moderatorin reply remark-
cd, we are realizing by these interchanges
1 of fraternal greetings the blessed commun-
| ion of saints, and we cannot avoid feeling
i that we were all one in Christ.
t  The proposed Union with the Old School
l was most favourably received in this As-

sembly.

United Presbyterian Assembly.

This court met at Xenia, Ohio. Dr.
Dales of Philadelphia was clected Modera-
tor. The * irrepressible organ™ is crecping
into this church and causing trouble. This
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church voted one hundred thousaad dollars
for Foreign Missions last year! The Mis-
sions of this church have been specially
suecessful in Fgypt. The report contains
the following reference to Trinidad and our
church :—

Trinidad.—This mission, though not
formally occupied now by our United Pres-
byterian Church, has che honor of being the
beginning of our forcign mission work. In
the little village of Jere, near San Fernan-
do, we have a convenicnt mission chapel
and house, both ot which are in quite goud

repair, and there is still a church vrganiza- |

tion. Two faithful clders have kept up its
mectings for conference and prayer; and
with a most commendable spirit, the Rev.
George Lambert, 2 minister of the Tnited
Preshyterian Church of Scotland, laboring
in San Fernando, has conducted serviras
there on some portion of the Sabbath and
in the weck during the ycar. In the church,
at the prayer mectings, and in the Sablath
schouls the attendance has been good.  But
now itis Lelieved far more vught to be done
than can be, as things are, for the evange-
lization of the place and the surrounding
district, and accurdingly the Rev. Mr.
Lambert has forwarded to us a most urgent
appeal for our church to revive the mission,
and have it immediately occupicd by a mis-
sionary from this country. 1In this heis
joined by the Rev. George Brodie, of Port
of Spain, who has also laid us under many
obligations by his kindness in helping us to
care for this mission. While this applica
tion was before the Board, a letter of excel-
lent spirit was received from the Board of
Foreign Missions of the IPresbyterian
Church in the Lower Provinces of British
America, inquiring in regard to this mis-
sion, and informing us of the possibility of
their being able to undertake its occupancy
if we could not. After dcliberation, the
Board concluded, in view of the fact that
the missions which we have abroad are now
constantly demanding all the men and
means we can provide, it would not be ex-
pedient for us to assume this new work—
and further, as the General Assembly has
authorized the transfer of this missivn toa
sister church that could properly assume it,
therefore it would be best to proffer it to
the above Board, and have written to them
accordingly. This step is decmed a wise
onc, and it is fondly hoped that in the hands
of this sister cvangelical church, so largely
of like precious faith and practice with our-
selves, this carly and to many of our people
very dear mission of our church will yet
happily prosper and be gocatly blessed.

The Free Church Delegation appeared
before the Assembly.

e S Y gme———

Ow Loveign  IWission,

Extracts from Mr. Gordon's An.
pual Report.

Lrromanga, Aug. 3, 1866,
To the Secretary of the Board of Foreign

Missions of t]{a P. . L.P.RB.N.4,

Rev. & Dear Sir,—To present your
reverend Board with another ycar’s review
of Missionary operations on this island now
devolves upon me. In rcference to the
grand object of your mission on Erroman-
ga, you will probably consider the present
report a meagre one, and that like somne of
its predecessors it partakes of a sombre
hue.

CONTINUED WAR.

Your Board will remember that this
island was in & very disturbed state at the
close of the missionary ycar in 1865. Tle
war which began in Dillon Bay, in July of
that year, during my tcmporary abscnce
from the island, still “drags its slow
length along.” There is yet bat litle
prospect of a cessation of hostilitics. In
fact the contest assumes large proportions
and worse complications than ever. It has
wrought ill in our schools. Of the eight
reported last year only two survive, and
these two have only & nominal existence.
In one school-house the grass grows long
as a witness against the people.” The old-
cst and most populous settlement belonging
to the mission has been destroyed and the
school-house burnt. Since that period the
teacher located there has held his school in
the common sanctuary, the war-cave.

Threec wars are in progress and two-
thirds of the island are involved in thesc.
There has been incessant fighting for the
last fourteen months, and about thirty per-
sons have been killed, and among these a
large proportion of chicfs. In all proba-
bility they wlll keep at it for another year,
and for two or three years, or longer, if
God in his providence do not interpose and
and speak peace unto the people. Their
fights arc always accompanicd by a train of
dire evils. For examplc when a chicf falls
in battle, it takes the lives of scveral men
(if he was a chicf of rank) to atone for his
death, and these lives must be taken by fair
means or by foul. It is this feature in the
present circumstances of the island, that
makes the prospect of peace so distant.

The war in {))i]]on’s Bay is the onc of
most interest to us. The belligerents are
Worisnangeri and Woristaki, cach living
two miles apart, and the same distance from
the mission premises. Of the first mention-
¢d Kowiowi was the Mars. Whatcver ends
Worisnangeri may have proposed accom-
plishing, in beginning the preseat conflict,




1867

The Kome and Foreign Wecard,

197

it is not doubtful now to see what Kowiowi
aimed at, which we believe was nothing less
than to rid the island of its foreign popula-
tion, and once and forever to exterminate
the Christian religion,

Kowiowi who was residing on the oppo-
site side of the xiver from the spot occupied
by the traders used to keep open house for
all guilty of crimes similar to his own.
Nair became his guest. This fired the
traders. They concluded that he was im-
plicated and resolved to punish him. One
morning about 150 men were thrown on
the opposite side of the river, and all these
were In good trim for doing their work.
Soon tall cocoa-nuts measured the ground
with their long lengths. Pigs were killed,

lantations destroyed and houses burned.

he blazing buildings, smoking grounds,
and noisy hogs pleading in vain for their
lives with savage yells, made that a dismal
day. Two piles of yams set apart for a
feast were, with the animals slain, feasted
upon in the evening in & manner little sus-
?cczcd by the old chief a few days previous.
t was very galling, but a righteous retri-
Lution for one who had been living by
sufferance upon the grounds of the traders.

These events took place on the Saturday
and on the Sabbath following the Dayspring
from Sydney arrived, and found brisk firing
going on across the river and from both
sides.

At that period my relations with the
traders were at their worst. These were
pretty good until I could no longer connive
at the wickedness practised in the sandal
wood traffic. For one month I knew not
Jrom whom I had. most to dread, and now
would be ashamed to say. There were 200
forcigners then idle in the Bay. On the
sandal wood premises there was horrible
confusion, and that made worse confounded
by the mental condition of the white man,
who was leader of the Tana-men, who it
seems was non compos mentis. No language
could adequately pourtray the scencs of
those days, and I would welcome death
rather than to go through them again. As
life was extremely uncertain I prepared for
the worst by consigning my papers to a
trusty native, directing him how to dispose
of them in case of more adverse events
occurring.  The missionaries on board the
Dayspring became inediators between the
two contending partics. The result of thas
mediation, I believe, went to show the na-
tives what they always believed, viz., that
though missionarics and traders differ in
some respeets, still that in the main their
sympathics were with their own, the white
tribe. In it I took no part, and advised all
over whom I had any ioflucnce to stand
aloof, which they did. In this way the
contest was speedily terminated, the natives

superiors in arms, and Tlet them know that
the traders had guns which would pick them
off at the distance of half a mile. Media-
tion, however, was not fruitless.as it result-
ed in securing for Kowiowi the restitution of
his pigs, which were given him just before
the traders left the island.

The chiefs under Xowiowi’s influence
had resolved to destroy the entire foreign
population. My name, I was thankful to
learn, was the last on the list. Having
been informed by Worrisnangeri, that the
lifc of the lady at the head of the sandal
wood estahlishment was eagerly sought, T
immediatcly apprized her of the fact but
without giving the name of my informant,
as that would have exposed him to censure
and because he was her old foe. This she
was slow to believe, till one day having
walked out a little way, she soon had a
number of balls sent whizzing past her.

DEPARTURE OF THE TRADERS.

In the end of August the last load of
sandal-wood was shipped from Erromanga
for Hong Kong ; and with unfeigned thank-
fallness I saw the vessel sail away with her
accursed cargo. After this event a small
schooner began removing their effects to
New Caledonia. On the 22nd of November
all was on board, and the traders themselves
embarked.

THE PURCHASE OF PROPERTY.

Previous to the departure of the traders,
their property in Dillon’s Bay, containing
2 dwelling-house and other out-bwidings,
with the Jand on both sides of the river was
purchased. In our weak state it was con-
sidered impossible to retain possesion of
both premises. Besides, it was all along
held oat, that Kowiowi purposed taking
possession so soon as they were unoccupied.
This wounld have been fatal to us; and
what increased our anxiety was the know-
ledge of the fact, that Worisnangeri had
heen to Kowiowi's cave the night before the
traders left. It was before day-light, and
Kowiowi went to the shore and spoke to
him in his canoe; but none but themselves
knew what passed between thew. In
Xowiowi’s first wife, & fine old body, we
had a fricud, and she managed to get word
to us about the meeting. The worst fears
were of course entertained. We decided to
move at once. The house up the river was
vacant only one night.—The traders having
embarked at dusk, and weighed anchor at
daybreak the next momning. While fatting
our foes appeared on the opposite side of
the river, but did not venturc over. An
attack was cxpected, and our friends—
among whom were some young men from
Rowilyou,—came uncxpectedly to our aid

finding that they conld not, cope with their » 8ad * Waristaki,” and other chiefs, were
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present to see us safely over the crisis.
‘Then we could sing,
% Thus far the Lurd liath 1Q us v,
‘T'hus far his power prolongs our daye.”

We arc not under any chief, even nomin-
ally. This state of matters is anomalous
and regretted by our friendly chiefs; but it
is unavoidable. ~ Consilerable difficulty was
experienced in getting the possesions of the
traders.

At last they sold the whole for £150,
which was accordingly bought on behalf of
the two churches in Nova Scotia and Scot-
land, whose missionaries are in the New
Hebrides. It will be understood, that all
the grounds previously owned by the late
missionary, with the exception of two sites,
are included in this purchase. Ialso bought
a horse for £20; a cow for £8; and my
boat has cost me £32.

On Jeaving the old mission premises,
which I did from sheer necessity, I had my
house taken down and stored away. I
thought it better to do this than to leave it
to be burnt or blown down. I did soin
pure gricf, and have scarely cnjoyed a day’s,
health since Having removed we could
return mo more, not cven to worship on
Sabbath, as it would have been unsafe to
have left the premises even fur that purpose
and for so short a time. We used to assem-
Lle in the end of the dwelling house, once
occupied as a store; and there, where
whiskey and tobacco, guns and amunition,
vermillion and looking glasses, were vend-
eq for years, the word of the great salvation
was sounded forth, The room was small
and uncomfortable; and the withering heat
that fell from the iron rouf immediately
over-head was unbearable.  Not less insuf-
ferable were the native satelites—clouds of
blue, and black flies, which, while speaking
une could not keep out of his mouth; and
even when engaged in prayer you would be
obliged to heep your hands a-going in cluse
proximity with the lips,as though perform-
ing some mysterious incantations. That
is what might be callled preaching under
difficulties and praying with embarassment.
Three weeks afterwards I Lecame ill and
was laid aside for four months, I think
that during that tine I must have gone
nearly round the whole drdle of fevers, 1
did not expect to recover and longed for a
release. In this way my working months
during the past jear have not been much
over seven,  Houwever it was considered we
would do well if we could Lut barely live
through the year. This we have dune, and
a little more ; for we have lived through it
safdy, for “the Lowd cncampeth round
abuut them that fear him.”

DIFFICULTIES AND DANGERS,

The chief apprchensions of our young
men arise from the practises of war.  Wor-

! risnangeri’s brother was killed under the
' following circumstances :—A man who had
! been in-the Institation for training native,
in Samoa, shot him first with an arrrow,
A chicf, of whom I entertained the Lest
hopes at one time, next struck him with Liy
hatchet, where upon he cried out, “ Q dun't
Kill mne.”  1lis heart relented, and he did
not attempt a sccond blow; but a Lrother
chief, and an adherent of christianity also,
on sceing this, opened his forchead with
! his hatchet. In native cstimation it takes
three or more common men to atone for
the death of one Lelonging to the patriarch-
al family of chiefs; and if these cannot be
obtained by fair means they scruple not tu
resort to foul methods. IIence the death of
a lad who had lived with me Jast year, but
who had been ruined by a bad woman.
Under guise of fricndship he was betrayed
. away, killed and cooked. And thus une
has occasion to grieve over the death of
that unhappy youth. II¢ was able to read
in the Gospel.—Now the majority of the
young men with me would answer for sul.-
stitutes, as they are termed, in such a casc.
Consequently it is literally true that every
man in this land is afraid of his own life.
Joc hircself let out a secret the other day.
After his return home from Sameg, b, in
company with his tribe, made war upon
their foes and slew three of them. For
these three they have not yet got payment
in kind. Hence their desire to kill him and
others, and unwillingn.,s to attach them-
selves to the Mission. Thus you will per-
ccive, by hook and by crook, in any way.
and every way, the great cnemy of souls
manages to hold them ia his toils. Our
work is cmphatically one of faith and hope,
and that hope is remote still from mortal
vision. “Who hath Lelieved our report.
and to whom has the arm of the Lord Leen
revealed 27

A horrid thing was done in the last battle
fought on the south side. A woman was
killed, but as the cnemy was ncar, the body
could not be carricd off. But they succed-
ed in cutting up ler body, and onc made
off with an arm to which the shoulder and
a part of the breast were attached.

Five lads and a young girl were taken
away by the traders when they left. These
I believe were willing to go; but X consid
cred it a wrong done them. Six or seven
lads we found remaining ou the premiscs,
and all'ignorant of their letters, and of in-
dolent habits. These were an clement of
weakness rather than of strength in our
community. Led by the most forward
among them, the would, cuntrary to our
express regulations, join issue with Woris-
taki, fight for him by day, and rcturn to
the Mission grounds to rest at night. Tn
this way it was impossible to avoid comin,
into collisiun with the opposite party.
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forgave them twice; but finally had to for-
hid the ring-leader the place. Twe of the
number have turned out well. A third, a
young boy, and son of the late chief Niow-
an, is also doing pretty well. One great
evil is the fact that little boys are present
with fighting men on all occasions. I
could have got many of these to live on the
Mission premises a year ago; but not so
now, as their whole delightisin war, Thus
carly are they trained to deeds of blood.

VISIT TO ROWVILYOW.

Early on Monday morning, on the 4th of
June, I set out for Rowvilyow. Of my
boat’s crew—seven in all—one only was
a native of Dillon’s Bay. The others were
natives of the side to which we were going,
and they only could accompany me in safe-
ty, and not all even of these the whole dis-
tance. As we sailed around the coast o few
stragglers appeared here and there on the
coral beach. They hailed us as sandal-
wood traders, and made motions to show
that their bundles of wood were near, and
the faint accents of the word to-bac-co which
fell on the ear informed us of the payment
required. The wind heading us we had to
row against a stiff breeze, a strong current,
and rough sea. We pushed on but soon
found owselves on an iron-bound coast,
with the steep rocks skirting the waves.
When at length we came to an opening the
hoat could just live, and we got in with no
more rvisk than shipping onc sea. We
found the place forsaken, thoughnot finally.
Ipitched my tent for the night, as night
was then upon us.  Next day we attempted
to proceed but were obliged to put back.
Leaving the crew to take care of the boat,
I set outon foot accompanied by one native.
In the course of two days they got the boat
round & few miles farther where it wasaban.
doned. We first arrived at the settlement
of a chief, who was one of Worisnangeri’s
allies. He showed us a vod of inch iron
abont seven feet long, with which his leg
had been broken. That day we travelled
as far as Unova, where wé tarried for the
night, and passed it rather comfortably, con-
sidering that we had neither rug nor blanket.

As we walked along that day, having
emerged from the bush we came upon two
or three scattcred villages. A man came
out to the path and gave me & hearty shake
of the hand. He took a tight grip and
held on.  He was smiling and altogether as
pleasant as a May-flower. A few steps
taken in advance and he pronounced in a
hesceching tone of voice, tobacco.  What a
look of blank disappointment settled duwn
on the poor fellow’s countenance on discov-
cring that we did not deal in that article.
We had not proceeded far when a young
woman came running after us. She too

was quite prepossessing tho’ not absolutely -

charming ; but neither could the mans
pleasantness, nor female attractions, draw
fiom us a pipeful of the weed. Thus a
craving appétite has been created in these
miscrable people, which they are unable to
satisfy or even appease. TFor a long time
I had difficulty in kéeping thicves out of
my garden, whither they used to come and
steal the blossoms of the trumpet flower,
which they smoked as a substitute for
tobacco. .

After this we espied three women who
were advancing towards us ; but so soon as
they got sight of us, they took to their heels
and soon disappearcd in the wood. My
travelling companion called to them, but
that only lent speed to their feet. Having
passed, on looking behind we saw them
grinning at us from bechind the trees ata
safe distance.

Another day’s walk brought. us to Pot-
numa, Potina Bay, where Lagain pitched
my tent. The first man we met here wasa
Malay overseer, cast off by the traders, and
who did his best to hinder the introduction
and spread of Christianity in the village.
He introduced himself by saying, * one wo-
man, two child,”” which interpreted meant
that he had a wife and two children. I
found him officiously kind, On receivin
a pig he killed and dressed it for us.
received Benjamin’s portion and divided
with Nev Ril; and what I could not then
eat I carried with me innative style toserve
for another day, for it is not every day we
get a pig on Eromanga. This was my sec-
ond visit to this place, and@ the first since
the death of Nerimpow the teacher. His
demise was a sad loss to us, tho’ I trust his
gain. It was his native village and I feared
ill conseqaences, which however were hap-
pily not realized. We found that a good
school-house had been put up; and within
the sacred, though humble enclosure I had
the great satisfaction of addressing a respect-
able” audience of men and women. The
chief is & young man and a decided friend.
Nerimpow’s labours in the Lord were not
in vain; and, ascending, s mantle fell
upon his two brothers, one of whom though
not & deputed teacher has been doing a
little in that way. Their fatheris a mean
looking little savage; and tho' not an cn-
emy, prefers feasting and fighting to fasting
and- praying.

It roined during the night and next
morning; still, striking my tent we pushed
on. The path led through a rich loamy
soil and was as slippery as tho” it had been
soft-suaped. The grass and bushes were
dripping, and ere we had gained. & mile I
was drenched.  In the forenoon we reached
Arawow—the height in the centre of the
%eninsuln between Potinia and Cock’s

ays. Inall the settlements t¢ which we
cawe we fonnd that the iniiabitants in con-
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siderable numbers had recently preceded us,
having gone to Rowvilyow to the war, At
this place last year I met in all nearly a
hundred souls ; but now only one man and
threeold women.  'We found a magnificent
school-house had been put up by Umow
while there, and the grounds were in good
order. The building was 50 X 20 witha
ten foot post. At noon we arrived at U'n-
potente or Cook’s Bay the limit of our jour-
ney, and which took us four days to reach.
I was conveyed to the head of the bay in a
canoc for two miles down the river. My
fore-runner had announced my approach,
and I found several awaiting my arrival.
Every prospect was pleasing and many of
the people were so too. I was charmed
with the locality, and could not but feel in-
terested in the inhabitants. According to
native etiquette a supply of yams, taro, two
turkeys, and some fowls, were set down
quietly before my tent, of which we knew
how to dispose. "In the evening we took a
stroll around the shore, and though we met
2 great many, but few refused to shake
hands. Thereis a beautiful beach at the
head of the Bay, but the swf is always
heavy. That night I met five or six chiefs
in my tent—itself a great curiosity by the
way—and talked over matters. With two
of these T had been previously acquainted,
and T was much pleased with the deport-
ment of them all. All expressed their
willingness, and some their readiness, to
reccive & missionary. On leaving, I gave
each 2 hatchet and presents of less value.

A meeting was appointed for the morn-
ing, and we met in a little shed on the
shore, and I preached the rudiments of
Christianity to them for an hour. As they
had no school house I stipulated the erec-
tion of one as an carnest to receiving a
missionary. Having agreed to this we went
to select a site, and one was chosen in the
centre of the head of the bay, and where a
full and free breeze always blows. It is on
the grounds of Vari and Neti his son, who
is called & red-man, and both of whom are
favorable towards Christianity. In the
morning an influential chief was present by
special invitation. Heis a heathen man,
without having any of the rough yet knock-
ed off him. The others did not appear to
put much confidence in him ; but he made
fair promises. Some of these people had
gone through the primer, and o few were
spelling their way through Luke. All things
considered, this was extraordinary.

Two, then present, had erected a small
building up the river, but were obliged to
leave the place. Several months previous
they had been to Dillon’s Bay, and finding
they were still clinging to Christianity, little
though they understood of its divine teach-
ings, through all the stormy periods thro’
which the mission on thisisland had passed,

I clothed them from head to foot, as some
expression of my gratitude for their attach-
ment, and admiration of their constancy.—
Some have regularly kept up their devo-
tional excrcises, not even demitting these
when on board of sandal-wood vessels lying
in the Bay. Upon the whole my reception
from old and young was free and cordial,
far beyond anything that I had anticipated.
Ihad no hesitation in promising them a
missionary, and a visit from the mission
vessel, though I know not when that pro-
mise may be implemented. The prospect
is a hopeful one,

The river that flows into Cook’s Bay
(which is & misnomer, as the great naviga-
tor was never in it, Potina Bay being the
true ¢ Cook’s Bay”’) is some miles in length,
It is about 2 chain in width, shoreless, and
very serpentine in its course. The grass
and branches of trees lodge on the surface
along its margin ; and, as it flows between
ever-green mountains it is a fine sight. A
disadvantage is that its mouth is closed up.
Returning I was taken up the river three
miles, and disembarked where “ Jerry,” a
white man, and some foreign natives were
killed three years ago. Scme, whom we
saw on the bank, followed us with their
““ Lk e pows,” the common salutation. The
first word k% is the pronoun you, or thou;
and the second, pow, signifies dear, and
may be rendered, ““Love to you,” but it is
used in prayer in the sense of bless, thus,
Iikepow kam, Bless us, a way of using it
very strange to us.

The people of Potnuma would willingly
take a missionary, but I would not venture
to promise them one. Qu discovering that
they might unite with the people of Unova,
I sounded them both when returning, and
they promised to go. Should they doso X
engaged to do what I could for them. The
natives of Unova, however, are still in ab-
solute heathenism. A. chief who was atthe
war was represented as anxious for one.—
Even should they unite there would not be
a large body of people. Their numbers
from%otina to Dillon’s Bay are discourag-
ingly small. Still, I think, they are suffi-
cient to warrant the settlement of a mission-
ary at Unova, a very fine and healthy
locality. Late on Saturday night we got
back, weary in body but glad in heart, aud
thankful to God.

DIALECTS.
Of the Erromangan langunage there are
four dialects, making five in all, viz:
1. The Yoku or Enyow.
2. The Sie or Sorung.
3. The Ura.
4. The Utaha.
5. The Novul-Amleng.

It is not easy to say just now which of
these was the original, that is, taking for
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granted therc was but one at the original
settlement of the island. The first men-
tioned appears to be the most philosophical
in its structure, though the sccond is the
most melifluous. ‘The Yoku is spoken at
Dillon’s Bay and on the scuthern coast.—
The Sie at Rowvilyow add on the eastern
shore ; these two are closely allied, and are
in all respects substantially the same. The
principal difference is that the Sic contains
an entirely new set of possessive adjective
pronouns, Itis the dialect in which my
predecessor wrote. In this I have not fol-
Iowed him, though he was probably right;
for I consider it inconsistent not to speak
the dialect of the people among whom I
was living.  No practical difficulty is expe-
rienced, however, in cither case. Probably
the largest division of the natives speak the
Sie. The Ura is spoken by about five
hundred people who hive on the north-west-
ern coast. This dialect is quite unintelligi-
ble to the people of the two tribes just men-
tioned. The Utaha speaking people are
nearly extinct, there being only about
thirty now living. This dialect is quite
different from the others. The last men-
tioned is said to be the most unpronouncea-
ble of all. The people speaking it are also
nearly extinct.

Of the third and fourth I have collected
the heads of grammar and full vocabularics,
besides having composed the Lord’s prayer
and the Creed in each; and shall do the
same, when an opportunity occurs, with
the remaining one. A comparison of these
dialéets with each other has explained some
difficultics in the one with which the most
accurate acquaintance is necessary. The
two last mentioned, however, are but lite-
rary curiosities, and soon will be the only
memorials cextant to show that the tribes,
once powerful, which spoke them ever had
an existence. It is indeed a melancholy
reflection to think of people passing away
under such circomstances; and that they
are melting away like snows before an
April sun in Nova Scotia, is but too pain-
fully evident. In my opinion, in three ge-
nerations more the census of this island will
be easily taken. In so far as information
can be collected not more than seventeen
children were horn on it during the past
year, but thirty-four have died, the most of
whom were killed.

SCHOOL AND SUPPLIES.

The entire number on the Mission prem-
ises at the present time is forty. We have
no more on the Sabbath. Of these twelve
can read; ten have spelled through twenty
chapters of Luke; and cightare in the same
book, though nct so far on. For some
months I have had three candidates for
baptism on probation ; but there has been
no addition to the roll since last year. One

communicant has been suspended ; but the
others, cleven in number, have maintained
their christian profession.

I have had a few young men from Row-
vilyow here with 2 view to training them
for usefulness among their own people;
they will be very valuable aids to the mis-
sionary who may be settled on that side of
the island. They have been very service-
able to me. I have confidence in them.
One of the foremost, however, has recently
disgraced himself and brought discredit on
his profession.

Inmy last year’s report refercnce was
made to the scarcity of food. When I re-
turned from Anciteum last year, finding
that beans were growing here as well as
there, I made a proclamation offering to
buy all that might be brought for sale.
Buying, however was tedious, perplexing
work; but it turned out to be & good spee-
ulation. They came in in small quantities;
and the one who brought two pounds ex-
pected as much nipmi—pay—for them as the
man who had ten pounds. In three months
1 had half a ton boaght which at 2d. perlb.,
the sclling price on Aneitum, were worth
£10, and paid for them with the mission
goods. Mrs. Inglis gave us a firkin of
pork, and thus I was enabled to give those
living on the premises & mess of beans and
pork, two and three times a week for as
many months. In addition I bought two
or three bags of biscuit, and as many of
rice, from Capt. Fraser, ere the Dayspring
sailed for the Colonies. In this way the
Mission has been sustained during another
year, and without any additional cost to
the church. These stores were of great
service to us when we began in April to
erect a new school-house. During this and
the following month one was built 40 X 20,
a very good building of its kind and which
answers the double purpose of a school-
room and charch. Itis well adorned with
suggestive pictures, a large map of the
world, and a chert of animals.

During the last year we have received
from the Rev. George Mackie of South
Yarra, Melbourne,ai)ox valued at £10:
We get £5 annually from his Sunday
school. In Mr. Mackie we lave a true,
generous, warm-hearted friend. He hasa
namesake here which is a bond of union.
Mr. Henry also sent us half a ton of yams ;
and through Mrs. Henry, Mrs. Penell of
New Town, Sydney, presented us with a
large bag of rice. Mrs. Pennell inquired
what she could do to assist us, and Mrs, H
very properly suggested food. From Mr,
Simmers, Merchant, Williamstown we re-
ceived, fifteen knives with sheaths; one
thousand assorted fish-hooks; twelve pairs
of scissors. Mr. S. gave us a gift as valu-
able last year.

B .
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To several others we have been indebted
less or more, and to none wore largely than
to Capt. and Mrs. Ferguson, Williamstuwn.

Yours, very respectfully,
J. D. Gorpox.

Letters from Rev. D. Morrison.
TROUBLE ON FATE.

The following remarkably interesting let-
ters are from Rev. D. Morrison. The
first half was written to Rev. John Currie,
Maitland, and the second (which is supple-
mentary) to Mr. Murray :—

‘We rejoice to know that in our native
land the Lord’s people are upholding our
hands by prayer. The doing of this work
rests altogether with the Lord. If you are
powerful in prayer there, we shall be pow- !
erful in work here. But I must hasten to
give you some news—news which interests
me most deeply, and which cannot fail to
interest every lover of Zion everywhere.

In the end of September last, Mermer,
the chief of Ertab, came to our village re-
questing our people to give them the word
of God. Twice had the Ertab people kill- |
ed some of our people for attempting to
carry to them the word of life. Last year
I sent some to inquire if they would allow
us to visit them with the gospel. Those
who were sent came nigh being killed for
that. Last year Mermer was heard to say
that if his people wished to embraee the
gospel he would go to some other place and
leave hisvillage. Now he is first to invite
it in, and appears to be very earnest in his
desire for it.

He wanted one of our people to go tolive
with him that he might bave prayers in his
honse morning and evening as well as wor-
ship on Sabbath. Our people having expe-
rienced the remorselessness of Ertab cruelty
before, were not very eager to volunteer.—
Thrice had the chief been here on the same
errand.  We were of late sending him sup-
plies on Sabbath pretty regularly. At
length I found onc of our people, Kaltoi,
who consented to go to live in Ertab for a
time. So on Saturday, 8th inst., we sent
Timothy and Titus to Lrtab to conduct
worship on Sahbath. A third, Talir, chose |
to accompany them ; sent word by them to
Mermer that on Monday I purposed to
bring him Xaltoi to be his teacher. Thus
we hoped that Ertab would soon be won over 4
to the gospel.

Kaltoi has near relatives in Efil, a village
on the other side of us. They, hearing of
my arrangement, objected to my scnding
their relative to Ertab; they wished him
for themselves when they would beready to
embrace the guspel. I wishied no collision
with the Efi1 people, su I sent some of

‘ our people to tell them that if they wished

their man now I would give him to them,
but that unless they did T could not well
keep him idle here waiting for them. But
they were very urgent as well as unreason-
able. Thus Ifound the heathen going to
interfere with us in carrying on the work of
the gospel. To yield to them might be a
compromise of principle; to comeinto colli
sion with them was unpleasant, might be
followed by their revenge, and was at all
cvents likely to alienate them from us, and
prejudice them against the gospel. Thus,
un Sabbath I was in a strait betwixt two.
The path of duty was not very clear on
cither siae. My only resort was to cry to
the Lord to make the path of duty clear,
and.furnish with grace to follow it at what-
ever cost to us. He graciously heard and
answered—answered by terrible things.”
At nine o’clock on Sabbath evening I call-
ed in Simcon, onc of the men living on the
wmpission premises, to see if he would consent
to go for Kaltoi to Ertab, that thus I might
fulfil my engagement to Mermer without
coming into collision with the Efil men.—
As we were comcraing, behold an unusual
cry in the village. We were astonished to
hearsuch on Sabbath. T asked Simcon what
it meant. He said, Would it be 2 house on
fire? e listened, and cxclaimed, * they
have killed Timothy I’ Yes, the cry was,
To arms, to arms! they have killed Timo-
thy! they have killed Timothy!—Kkilled
him in Ertab, where he and two others had
gone to conduct worship! We were all
thunderstrnck. Yes, but this lurid flash,
this glare of blood, had cleared my foot-
path for the morrow. Xaltoi was not to go
to Ertab. .

Poor Timothy, after the forenoon dict of
worship was ended in Ertab, went out to
the village thoroughfare were a few of the
heathen were idling away their time. Talir
followed him. They conversed freely, none
suspecting harm. An Ertab man on a
sudden drew his hatchet, striking it into
Timothy’s neck. He fell; and avother
blow on the side seemed to have despatched
him. Talir fled under the escort of a friend-
ly Ertab man. They found Titus asleep
in Xol’s house, where they had conducted
worship. This man hastened them away.
Mermer said to them in leaving that he was
no party to the bloody deed—that he was
still determined to cling to the word of God.

Our poor fugitives came home by a long
round-about way, and arrived about 9 p.m.

We heard loud speaking commenced in
the village immediately, winle his relatives
raised the voice of wailing.

Soon David, one of our eclders, came to
consult as to whether the Erakor people
were to start immediately for Ertab, to fall
upon them at the dawn of day. I said, No.
Follow the example of Christ aud his apos-
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tles in forgiving their cacmies.
explained to him that the Lord forbade us
to take revenge—that that was his work—
that we should love oar encmics, &e. e
seemed convinced, and departed to make
known the result of his inteiview. Soun
after Bomal, the chief, and two young men
came in. They seemed all but determined
to get leave to carry out what David had
proposed to us.  Sceing this, I resolved to
@o over to sce the people of the village. I
found the men all assembled round o dim
fire. Bach had his anns in hand, and his
loins girded tightly with his native belt.—
They were sitting on their heels. Their arms
consisted of clubs, spears, bows and arrows,
hatchets, and a few guns and pistols. I
oegan to set the matter before them in the
light of Gud’s word. They laid down their
arins on the ground. When concluding, I
sad : I have now set before you the matter
in the light of God's word. I am not your
chicf; Jesus is your chief and mine. L ﬂave
now been telling you his word. Satan,
who tempted the Ertab Ecuplc to injure
yuul, oW ternpts you to take your revenge.
It remains with yourselves to say which of
the two is to rule you this night; whose
word you are to obey. I then clused with
prayer to Him who was our only Lelp in
our straits. Not a few of those pahked
warriors were at the same time solbing out
their fears and requests to our Father in
Heaven.

Heathenism is a terrible tangle. The
death of their fellow-citizen was but an
element in the people’s calamity that night.
The heathen custom is when one is mur-
dered to inflict punishment on the injured
rather than on the injurers, unless the fomer
take their revenge. Thus our people were
afraid of the Lfil pcople, whowere relations
of Timothy. The custom on such occa-
sions is to destroy property, kill pigs, de-
stroy plantations, and kill any one who
may fall into their hands. These were the

things which stared our people in tho face |

on the morrow. If they went to Ertaband
killed some of them, and brought their bo-
dies to the Ifil men, they weuld be serecned
from all those imminent disastors.

When prayer was ended, they said, © Mis,
o you home from the deiv. We'will do as
vou have told us.” ' )

Mcanwhile T learnt that the Efil men
considered me as the most blameable paitner

in the matter, because I had been sending'

our people to Ertab with the word of God.
They had been heard to threaten that if any

of their people were killed 'by ‘the Ertab’

men they would comé and pull ‘down my
house. ' ’

I further l

| decisions.

Q. Xfthe Ertab pcople come to our vil-
lage to kil us are we to fight them?

A. Yes; aud hill some of them untess
you can keep them awdy by milder mea.
sures.

Q. Ifwe get them in our plantations de-
stroying our food, are we to fight them ?

.d. Yes; unless vou can keep them away
otherwise. But heware not to meddle with
any of them with whom you may fall in
unawares,

Q. If the Efil people on the morrow be-
gin to hill us and destroy om property, shall
we fight them or allow them to do as they
like ¢

A. Ttis your duty to protect your own
village from harm as far as you can.

Thus I retired. I again thought that
perhaps my retiring to Ertab by boat might
cnable them to take better care of them-
selves, so I went back to consult them about
it. They said T Letter remain at home, and
that they would proteet me. I added,
“Butif I go away till the storm blows
over, you will not nced to protect me, and
can thercfore take all the better care of
yourselves.” All said that I was to remain,
Job adding, “If they will kill you we will
all die together.””  Another said that they
were a long time praying God to give them
one to instruct them in the knowledge of
Lis word, that Heat length sent us to them,
and that now they felt bound to protect us
and ours to the best of their ability. They
had very dark forebodings for the morrow ;
but there were rays of hope penetrating
through the gloom,—they had some hope
that the Efilmen might be pacified by pre-
sents of pigs. On hearing this, I, wishing
to bear the burden with them, directed them
to include the few that X owned in the pre-
sent to_the Efil men. I then went home
and slept from 2 to 4 o’clock on Monday
morning. :

In the morning the women of Erakor
went to the plantations to hide what foo
they could secure. :

About eleven the Efil men began to as-
semble on. the other side the creek, opposite
our village, all painted and armed to the
teeth. ‘They crossed the creck about 12
o’clock, and walked up leisurely to the vil-
lage. We were watching them with intense
anxiety. On the decision of those few mi-
nutes turned the issucs of the day. We

; could only bow: the knee before Him who is

the “ Counsellor,” to preside, and guide their
On the issues of those minutes.
hinged the continnance or breaking up -of

{ the mission in Emkor, life or death to some

of our people, and perhaps to ourselves'!
On their arriving at the village, loud.and
angry speaking could be heard. But it

Erc Ileft IThad to answer a number of | soon subsided, and, so our hope began _to

unpleasant questions, which
with their answers :

I put down, |

reyive. Erakor’s preseat was accepted. Na.
life was taken.. TheLord heard the prayers

SBARNE s s mbivn i

PLXE IO e g e - vr b



204

The Pome and Foreign Becord,

July

of his people. Ile made those cruel-hearted
heathen to be at peace with us.

One of the Efil pcople on arriving at the
village cut a tree across the path leading to
our plantations, saying to his fellow vil-
agers, “ You know what that means, if any
of you pass this trce to do harm to the
plantations of Erakor, we will fight among
ourselves. Thus none meddled with our
plantations. They all retired in peace. car-
rying off a present of 26 pigs.

Our people took up their canoes quite o
distance from the sca, I suppose to prevent
the heatlien from coming here too easily.

In the afternoon four of their young men
came over with some of our own people

I to the plantations to take home their food
I under an cscort of armed men, Their
I christian forbearance morcover is likely to
be misconstrued by their countrymen around
as cowardice or weak-heartedness —and es-
pecially so, asthisis the third time that
t they have suffered such wrongs at the hands
| of the Brtab men. ’
| 'We have heard that Mermer has doomed
the murderer to death. DBut matters are
vet pending, so that the Lord only knows
{ what the issue will be.  Our hope is in Him
i that He may, even out of this sad disaster,
{ bring much good. Timothy’s body was
i ot eaten. The fact is the murderer has
| but a few to sympathize with his erime even

to grind their hatchets; they were remark- | in Ertab. Our hopes therefore are strong
ably pleasant. They advised me to confine | that the christian forhearance of our people
my evangelistic labours to Erakor, Efil and | will have a good effect upon them. For
Ebag, and leavo the wicked Lrtab men to | the Ertab people now are weak, and our

their fate.

Thus a terribly gloomy and threatening
morning was followed by no disaster, but
instead, by a calm, clear and serene sunset.
Thus the Lord fulfils his promisc unto us.

When the heathen of Efil arrived at our
village one of Timothy’s friends hurled his
spear at our people; but happily it hit no
one. Then Jakob, the strong man of our
village, ran up to him and clinched until he
cooled down a little.

After the Efil men retired Bomal, David
and Isaia came over to give us the news.—
In mentioning the partics who had contri-
buted their quota to the peace-purchasing
present I missed my own name.  On inqui-
ry I was told that they had agreed to bear
the burden themselves—that I was not the
cause of the disaster—that the dark customs
of their land were the cause, and that there-
fore they had agreed that mo part of the
burden should rest on me.

Painful as this trying providence has
been, it has not been without its advantage.
It has shewed us something of the character
of the work here.  In its light we saw the
revengeful and retaliating passions of men
bridled and subdued by the influence of the
gospel,—men schooled in the laws of re-
venge from infancy restraining themselves
from violence in obedience to the authority
of God’s holy word. I saw their strong
attachment to my own person as_the mes-
senger of Christ ameng them ; and not only
s0, but their very cousiderate regard even
for my property—preferring rather to sacri-
fice their own than mine.

Bat this matter is not ended as yet. Our
people ave under arms all day long—always
afraid that the Brtab men may make a de-
scent on their property -or village. They
have to keep watch at night. They cannot
go beyond their own territory without risk
to life, unless in a strong body. All indus-
trial pursuits are arrested. The women go

people are comparatively strong.
Last Sabbath, while we were in church,
l the half of the men of the village were walk-
ing around under arms, for fear that advan-
tage might be taken of us on our day of
rest. The men who came to church brought
| their arms, and laid them down outside un-
t til worship was ended. This is the state of
matters in quiet Erakor now! Oh what
‘ blessings we' do enjoy in time of peace,
when we can worship the Lord each under
his own vine and his own fig trec—none
daring to make him afraid.

Another Letter from Rev. D.
Morrison.

The following letter was received by Rev.
Wrrzriay Maxwerr of this city. It is
dated Erakor, Fate, Deecember 19th, 1866.
After some preliminary statements Mr.
Morrison proceeds to describe,

A VISIT TO A CANNIBAL CHIEF.
But, T must hasten now to write you an
account of a tour which I made to the in-
terior ot this island to sce Tikaikon, at
home, and to make known the gospel to
those dark and deeply degraded peeple.
On our return from the annual meecting
in Aneiteum, I found thatin our absence
some of our pecople had been in Marik,
| Tikaikon’s land. He sent word by them
to me to visit him. So Tlost no time in
preparing for the ,journc% Part of the
journey was by sea. So I took my boat
and a strong crew, and two of our most
influential elders with their wives. T cax-
ried oy own food with me—Dbread, sugar,
teg, salt &c. As also a small tea kettle
and two tin dippers, one to infuse my tea in
and the cther to serve as a cup.
As the trade winds generally blow hard
in the day and fall off at night, and that we
had to go straight against it we made an
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early start—we were off at early dawn.
We pulled along till about eleven o’clock.
Our men were nearly done.out as the wind
had freshened up considerably. .On near-
ing our landing I saw a fine lagoon ¢lear as
crystal before us, but inside of .a reef over
which a heavy sca broke almost incessantly.
I was afraid to autempt, but our people
assured me there was quite a good passage.
At any rate it was.vexing to return with-
out landing after having come such a dis-
tance. So in a lull, we pulled in, and
would have got in finely only for the strong
current which met us.
the middle of the passage a huge breaker
rolled in, nearly upsetting the boat, and
filling her to the seats, still the lads:-kept at
their oars and pulled with all their might.
Another roller passed over us but not so
heavy as the first, and we were safely lodg-
ed inside the reef.

‘We went ashore; and having examined
my portmanteau I found all was wet. So
I spread it all out on the rocks ; and in an
hour all was dry again. In this short time
however, I found that swarms of tiny ants
had quartered themselves in my stores
determined to be, if not solc possessors,
at least sharers in them.

Having re-packed we marched inland
through a dense forest, and over » bold and
very fertile soil.  From noon to 5 p.m., we
walked on without coming to a village. I
saw some very large trees, but of so porous
a texture as to be useless even for firewood.
I measured two, about threc feet above the
ground ; onc measured 36 feet round, the
other 48. It was nearly sunset when we
arrived at Ebor. The men were at their
cook-house prepaving their evening meal.
They were all astonished to sce- a white
man amongst them. Word soon spread that
such a curiosity had arrived. Women and
children of the more courageous sort ven-
tured near enough to get a pecp at me
through the fence.

The question next to be settled, was
where was I to sleep and pass the night.
They did not wish to see m¢ spénd the
night out of doors, nor did they feel pre-
pared to offer me proper accommodation
within. At length one chief ventared to
invite me in.

The Fatean house is somewhat in shape
like a boat turned bottom up, but as-large
as a schooner. The front is open for the
space of 20 or 25 feet in the riddle. This
is the door. It is so low that I can seldom
or never enter but quadruped fashion. In
each end is a sort of ah apartient separated
from the middle by reeds or mats. Such
was the house to which I was brought.
There was no floor nor window, nor chair
nor box, nor bed in it. Nor was there any-

thing to shut the door with. Tho earth

and ashes were anything but hard trodden,

But as we were in-

swine and fowls, and dogs being its regular
occupants as woll as human beings. M

ortmanteau \as suspended on a rat-safe
Eook which hung on a cord suspended from
the ridge pole. Soon the men went to
work to make make me a bed. Four stakes
were inserted in the ground; sticks were
Inid across between them and a floor of
reeds laid and fastened over the whole.
This scaffold was about 3 fect off the ground.
Its object was to protect me fr.m the
swarms of insccts which inhabited the
ground. But it protected me from the
nterference of dogs and swine as well. A
mat having been spread over the scaffold,
I added my topcoat and my plaid, and my
bed was made.

But when I found quarters for the night,
I wished to have a cup of tea made. Thero
was no water in- the house. On enquiry
it was found there was none in the village.
Having prog)osed that some one should go
for water, I was told it was so far away
that they could not bring any home that
evening. This wasnot very welcome news
as I wanted my tea much being consider-
ably fatigued by the march. Happily there
was a little water in the tea.kettle not used
by the way. Thus I managed to make a
pint of tea, infused in a dipper and drank
out of another without milk. It was the
sweetest and most refreshing cup of tea I
everdrank. The conversation turned large-
ly on the great object of our visit, As it
beame dark outside I confined myself to my
own berth.

Meantime the women were busy prepar-
ing food for the strangers. So a large fire
was kindled in the middle of the house at
no great distance from me. Stones were
put on the top of a pile of fuel to be heated.
Small yams were roasted on top of this
heap and the outside scraped off with a
mussle shell. The very nicest when ready
was handed to me, of which I was happy
to partake. Our Erakor people were also
supplied.

But by this time the house was full of
smoke and all. but unsufferable heat, as
there was no vent in the roof to carry out
the reck, which was confined inside, but as
it cscaped through the thatch and at the
low door, I had a most efficacious warm
bath of it. But I preferred enduring it to
exposing myself-to the night air in such a
place.

But now they began to pull the fire apart
in order to put in the food, which was roll-
ed up in large leaves. The heat mow be-
came inténse, the ashes were flying all over
the house, and the steam of the green leaves
as they were depositedin and being covered
by the heated stones, was not the most tol-
erable part of the procecs.

This work ended, we had worship to-
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gother, after which Ilay down and slept
confortably.

In the morning I gathered all who were
willing to hear our message together, and
myself and two of our men addressed them
in turn setting before thom as offered, that
life and immortality brought to light in the
cospel.  Some scemed much interested,
while all charscterized our message as the
good word. They said that if Tikaikon

embraced the gospel they would all join him !

immediately.
Having sent two porsons before me to

announce to Tikaikon my approach, I !

marched on slowly after them. Tikaikon’s
land, Emarof, is about five miles from
Ebor. :

When we arrived the great man and his
women were away in the plantation. O2
his yeturn he received us very affubly, and
tricd to make us comfortable. I was a
areat curiosity to men women and children
among them, tho latter of whom screamed
veltemently at the sight of me.

On the morrow Tikaikon was to have a
dance. Thus parties from other villages
were dropping in, in the evening, We all
spent the afternoon conversing with all of
them about the things which belong to their
peace, as we did also on the fore-noon of
the dancing day.

My umbrella was an ohject of great in-
terest to them all. Tikaikon coveted it;
nor could I get him putoff well till I prom-
ised him one when he next came to Erakor,
and explained to him my own personal
danger returning home without it.

When taking my meals they had to get-
a-tasting of my bread, ginger-bread, sugar,
salt and tea. They crowded round when I
opened my portmanteau to see its contents,
haundled cvery thing, asked questions of
various kinds, felt my bands and feet to
seg that I was a veritable human being. A
red cotton handkerchief which I had, the
great man wished to possess, in which of
course he was gratified. They never would
taste any.article of my food until they saw
myself taste it first.

Tikaikon’s house is 60 yards long. Itis
open in front all along nearly. Inside itis
divided into some 12 or 15 divisions. Each
woman in the barem hds her own division.

The partitions arc simply a few sticks
put up fence fashion.

My scaffold was erccted in the middle of
the house. Our people siept on the ground:
around my scaffold. The reat man hiin-
selfalso lay among our people. The night
I spent in Tikaikon’s house I went through
the same process throughwhich Lhad gone
the previous night in Ebor, with this differ-
ence, that while in Ebor only one fire heat-
ed, smoked, dusted, stecamed the house, in
Bmarof there were twelve, and consequently
an intensor effect produced.  °

I remained on the morrow until the dance
had fairly begun in oxder to have an oppor-
tunity of oxhibiting the lasting joys of the
gospel to the poor people who spent their
strength for trifles light as air. My heart
was sad and sore in turning away home,
leaving-them thus in satan’s chains.

‘Tikaikon ordered one of his wives to give
us ““ te fetim ”’ ‘hot food ere we left, which
she did. Owr women were making them-
selves useful in speaking to the women on
this tour.

We slept in Ebor again on our way home,
Some of them seemed much interested in
the message we brought. On sceing our
chief and another much engaged in conver-
sation I drew near and inquired what the
subject might be  The inland chicef seemed
rather doubtful about the existence of this
place of ‘happiness which the gospel told
him of. But on hearing that Enoch, Elias
and Jesus took their bodics thither, he was
satisfied 4s well as delighted with the good
news. This man is a chief belonging to
another village, but driven now by war from
his own—Ernarfon  When-leaving he was
saying to our people that he wished the
word of God very much ; that if the people
of Ebor embraced the gospel he would re-
main amorg them to cujoy it; that other-
wise he wonld again go to his own land,
build up his village and have the work of
God there. TPoor man, he seemed really in
earnest about his soul’s interest. I have
pot heard from him since.

But I must conclude. Mrs. M. joins
with me in kind regards to Mrs. Maxwell
and yourself. 'We desire an interest in the
prayers of christian friends there, both for
ourselves and for the Lord’s work in this
dark land.

o
The Sabbath School,

LESSONS FOR AUGUST.

FIRST SABBATH.

Susaecr.—Hypocrisy condemned, Matt,
xxiii. 13-33.

The Lord had given many warnings and
aracious invitations to the * Scribes and
Pharisees” as well as other sinners; the
Scribes and Pharisees as a body neglected
every warning and rejected every invitation,
and here we have Christ’s. final judgment
upon them.. They, the leaders and repre-
sentatives. of the Jewish Church, refused
Christ, -and:-He now rejects them. Com-
pare this.solemn. discourse delivered at.Je-
rusalem near the close-of our Lord’s minis-
try with the sermon on the Mouat, deliver-
ed at the beginning of His ministry. In
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the latter there are seren Blessings ; in the
former secen Woes.  An eighth Woe is pro-
nounced but it is & summary of the seven.

V. 13.—Two ways by which the Scribes
and Pharisees shut up the kingdom of Hea-
ven, 1, By their wicked gxample; 2, By
activ» opposition to the cause of Christ,—
Whay made their case so bad was that they
were leaders—that othersJooked up to them.

V. 14.—~They d idows’ oet
possessiun of the property of widuws un-
Justly and under pretence-of piety! Note
how this is done by the Churcg of Rome by
terrors of Purgatory, Greedy men are
cruel as death,

V.15.—They had fanatical zeal, and
vere anxious to promote thuir own suct.—
Twofold—The pervertis generally far worse
than the original errorist. Mark the zeal
of perverts to Popery. The farther error
goes the worse it gets.

V. 16.—To swear “ by the temple” was
very common among the Jews. * Gold,”
cither the ornaments of the temple or the
treasure in it,

V. 18.— Guilty ’—is a debtor, his oath
is binding.

V. 23.—Tithe. SceLev.xxvii.30, The
weightier matters of the Law are named by
ouwr Lord,—1. Judgment, or & due regard
to righteousness; 2. Mercy, to which the
Pharisees were utter strangers ; 3. Faith,
which here means fidelity.

V. 24.—“Strain at”—shonld be strain
out. It is generally admitted that at was
printer’s mistake, The Jews used to strain
their wine before drinking, lest possibly
they might swallow- a-gnat and thus be. “de-
filed,” the gnat being an unclean animal!
Swallowing camels is a proverbial- expres-
sion for gross and enormous greediness in
sin. ’

V. 25.—Cup and platter : -dishes for wine
and meat. The food has beed:secured by
extortion (robbery)} and excess (incontinence).
All the pleasures of a sinful life- are here
included. ‘ . :

V. 27— Whited Septlchres: The Jéws
whitened the graves in the spring of every

year.

V. 31.—They held in honor the tradi-
tions and principles of the fathers; they
walked in their footsteps, and- hence .they
incur the same kind of guilt only in decper
and darker degrece. The Roman Catholic
who holds to the traditions of his church.is
thus responsible in his measure:for the hor-
rors of the Inquisition; and so with any
church which doesnot repudidte persecuting
priuciples.

V. 33.—Generation—brood. Damnation
of Hell—tho sentence, or judgmernt that
condemns to hell..

LEssons.

1. Womust take care not to keep others

out of Heaven by Lad example or by care-
lessness cr wrong teaching. Sabbath School
teachers have o most solemn resporsibility
in this respect.

2. Robbery, fraud, and all dishonesty
arc worthy of damnation ; but to commit
these sins under the guise of religion de-
serves ¢ the greater damnation.” V. 14,

3. God has special care over the widow
and the fathevless. V. 14,

4. There may be intense sectarian zeal
withouta spark of true religion. V. 15,

5. Itisasin to swear lightly by any
creature. To swear “ by Heaven,” is to
appeal to the Lord who reigns in- Heaven.
An oath is a solemn act of worship, Pro-
tane swearing is low and valgar as well as
sinful,

6. Wemay strain out gnats,.but we,must
be careful not to swallow cainels ; we should
observe the minutest points of morality and
duty, but we must be all the more mindful
of *judgment, merey and faith,”

7. God cares for our inward condition—
not for our outward state, vv. 26-28.

8. Lvery.generation must be better or
worse than the preceding one. There is no
standing still,

9. All ‘the woes here pronounced by
Christ are incurred by every one who is a
hypocrite and anxious to appear to be what
in fact he his not.

DocTrINE.

God hates hypocrisy. Job xx. 5; Isaiah
xxxiii, T4 ; Luke xviii, 11, -

-SECOND ‘SABBATH.

Sossect :—The Ten Virgins, Matthew
xxv. 1-13. ’ .

This lesson relates to the second coming
of Christ. The Ten Virgins—professing
christindis generally. Dridegroom—Christ.
Bride—the perfécted church. Lamps—the
outward christian -profession. The Oil is
the Holy ' Spirit in the heart. The Sellers
arc-the means of grace.

In-Eastern‘countries marriage is frequent-
ly if not generally performed atnight. The
Bridegroom and his fricnds go in procéssion
to the house of the Bride’s father where the
wedding takes place ;-they then return to-
%ethcr to the Bridegroom’s house where &

east is kept up often for several days.
Torches and lamps were: used in. proces-
sions to and from" the Bride’s house.

Vv. 3; 4,.— Vessels—small vessels separate
from the lamps, in which oil was kept to
replenish-the lamps. :

. V. 5,~—Slumbered and slept—nodded and
fell aslecp. This expression indicates “ two
stages of spiritual declension—1. That half
voluntary lethargy or drowsiness, which is
apt to steal -over one who ‘falls info inacti-
vity ; 2. A conscious yiclding te it after a
little vain resistance,” .

s
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V. 8.—Are gone out—are going out ; the | 4. Letusask Godto write His law upon

foolish virginsstill had the outward appear-
ance, the profession, of christianity.

V. 12.—1 know you not—1I do not acknow-
ledge you. .

Lressons.

1. The grand lesson of the parable (as
shewn by verse 13) is Watchfulness! Be
ready for the coming of the Lord.

2." The summons to meet Christ may
come to us at * midnight” when we least
expect it. To find “oil” for our lamps
will then be impossible if we have neglected
secking for it until then.

3. We arcall invited to the marriage
supper.of the Lamb; we are all either wise
or foolish “virgins.”

4. A time is coming when Christ him-
self will not— cannot—help those who neg-
lect the day of grace.

5. Good men cannot help us at the hour
of judgment; they have enough to do for
therasclves. Every one must stand for
‘himself.

DocTrINE.

Profession will not save us. Matt. vii.

a1-23, &c.

THIRD SABBATH.

Svnpsecr: The Sabbath. Bxod. xxxi.
12-18. .

The Lord had already given the Fourth
Commandment to the people; but they
needed *“ line upon live.” They were now
to be eagerly engaged in setting up the
‘Tabernacle, and-hence thé necessity of re-
stating the Sabbath law. ¢ They might
suppose that the ercction of. the Tabernacle
was 2 sacred work, and that it would be a
high merit to prosecute the work without a
day’s repose.”

V. 13.—A4 sign : the Sabbath was con-
stituted a part of the national covenant be-
tween God and Isracl. It was on this
ground that the Sabbath-breaker was to be

ut to death (v. 14). Sce instance Num-
hers xv. 31—tho inan that gathered aticks.
Sec also Isaiah lviii. 13, and Neh. a. 31,
xiii. 75, 16.

V. 18.—The Ten Commandments bein
written on stones indicated their perpetual
obligation.

Lessoxns.

1. A most important object of the Sab-
bath day is to ciable us to know the Lord
—to study His word and grow more like
Him. V.13

2. Mere outwardrest is but a small part
of the true rest of the Sabbath—we must
rest with delight in the finished work of
Chirlst, as God ** rested and was refreshed”
after the six days of creative work.

3. Those who break God’s commands
shall surely bo “cut off from among His
people.” V. 14,

our hearts by His Holy Spirit. V. 18.
DocTRINE.

The Sabbath should be kept holy. The
first proof is the Fonrth Commandment.—
See also Isa. Ivi. 2, 6; Jer. xvii, 27 ; Matt.
xii. 5, &e.

FOURTH SABBATH.

Sussect.— The Golden Calf, Exod.
xxxii.

‘The Tsraclites had been all their lives very
familiar with the Egyptian worship of the
ox, the cow, and other animals; and no
doubt they borrowed the idea of the calf
from the Xgyptians.

V. 1.—The people probably thought that
Moses had perished in the mount. “ Unto
Aaron’——qagainst Aaron. It was a tumul,
a rebellion. “ We wot not’”’—we do not
know. “Make us gods”—Elohim—a god.
What they wished for was some represen-
tation, picture, image of the true God,—
something visible and tangible.

It isa tradition of the Jews that the lead-
ers in this calf-rebellion were the “ mixed
multitude’” that had escaped out of Egypt
with the people of God.

V. 4—The meaning of this verse is that
Aaron first made the mould of a calf with
a graving tool, and then poured the molten
gold into it.—Very many idols of this sort
are found in the Egyptian monuments at
the present day.—These by thy Gods.—They
held this as a representation of Jehovah.
Thus they flagrantly broke the Second
Commandment within a month of the aw-
ful day on which it was delivered from
Sinai!*®

V. 6.—The feast was *to Jehovah,” but
it was a wild revel like the heathen feasts

Vv.17-18.—Moses and Joshua came
down just as the ‘Fcopxc were in the midst
of their mad mirth,

V. 19.—The tables wero broken to show
that the Covenant was broken and that the
people were cxposed to God's vengeance,

V. 28.—The calf was thus used to bring
contempt ug\on idolotry.

V. 25.—Naked ~— defenceless, off their
guard.

Vv. 27-28.—boses was judge, and he
had a right to condemn bold rebels to death.
The brave and loyal condact of the Levites
on this occasion lcd to their being appointed
to the priesthood.

V. 32.—Blot me out of thy Book—i.c. let
mo die! This shows the ardour of his
affection for the people.

Lessoxs.

1. To worship the truc God by images
of any kind is a great sin, a breach of the

Second Commandment.
o

While foses was among them thoe
people were more obedient to God; how
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often do we sec people going to church be-
cause they like the preacher, and when
the preacher leaves their piety vanishes!
We should serve God whatever may be-
come of “ Moses.”

3. Mark the deceitfulness of the human
lieart ; only a few weceks.before this all the
people cried out, ““ All that the Lord hath
commanded we will do.” Yet now they
im]l;}lgc in & shameful revel and worship &
calf.

4. Note the fallibility ,of good men.
What a poor figure Aaron makes in the
whole of this melancholy affair.

5. Note the love of Moses for the people,
his carnest prayers on their belmlf, and his
willingness even to die for them.. In this
he was like Christ, only that Christ actually
died.

6. How mercifol God is! In answer to
the prayer of Moses “ He repented of the

evil,” and bore with the provocations of |

His people.
DocTRINE.
Tdolatry is wicked. 1 Cor.x. 15; 1 John
v. 21; Hab. ii. 19; Rev. xxii. 15.

s e
dhews of the Glanch,

Presbytery of P. E. Island.

This Court met on the 20th May, in
Queen Square' Church, Charlottetown.—
There were present Revds. H. Crawford,
Moderator: A. Campbell, I. Murray, A.
Munro, A. Cameron, R. Laird, W. Rass,
A. McLean, W. R. Frame, A. Falconer, J.
D. Murray, D. McDougall, and J. G. Cam-
cron, Ministers; and Messrs. John Clark,
R. Robertson, D. McNevin, and Wm. A.
Hyde, clders.

A letter was read from Rev. R. S. Pat-
terson, stating that on account of illness in
his family ho was unable to attend to his
appointment as an Assessor with the Rev.
J G Cameron, of Tryon and Bonshaw,
and requesting that he and his clder should
be released from their appointment. This
request was granted, and the Rev. A, Tal-
coner and his representative clder substitu-
ted in their places. A mote was read from
the Revds. A. Sutherland, Rogers’ Hill,
Pictou, and John Munro, of Wallace, ac-
companicd with a pamphlet by Pastor
Pozzy, animadverting on & certain version
of the Bible, published b;y the British and
Foreign Bible Society. The Clerk was te-
quested thankfully to acknowledge their
receipt.

The Revds. R. Laird and A. Fraser were
appointed & Committee to visit the congre-
gation of West Cape, &c., and confer with

the people in regard to the unsatisfactory
financial condition of the congregation.

Entered upon the condition of the sup-
plemented congregations, when, af! tcrlengtf-
ened discussion, it was agreed to recom-
mend that Woodville, Dundas, aud West
Cape should each receive the same amount
as last year. In reference to Brown’s Creek,
which had hitherto reccived & supplement,
it was resolved to hold a meeting of Pres-
bytery there, as soonas practicab?e after the
meeting of Synod, in order to consider the
financial state of the congregation, and en-
deavor, if possible, to raise it to a higher
degree of Christian liberality. Considering
the large number of adherents in that con-
gregatiog, the Presbytery were of the de-
cided opiniun that they sheuld support their
minister without a supplement.

The Presbytery then took up the demis-
sion of the Rev. J. D. Murray, when a com-
munication was read from a certain party
in the congregation, who had been appoint-
ed a commissioner in behalf of their inter-
ests.  The Presbytery, considering that the
congregation was not fairly represented by
this communication, delayed their decision
in the meantime, and instructed the Clerk
to cite them to appear at the next meeting
of Presbytery.

The Rev. Mr. McDougall placed the de-
mission of his charge in the hands of the
Presbytery. The demission was allowed to
lic upon the table, and the congregation
summoned to appear for their interests at
next mecting.

Took up the overture of Mr. McNeill, re-
garding a mission to Roran Catholics,
when it was resolved, that while sympa-
thizing with the object of the overture, yet
the Presbytery deem itinexpedient to enter-
iain it in the meantime,

The Rev. R. Laird submitted reports
from Mr. Henderson, Colporteur, in refer-
ence to his labors in connection with that
scheme. These reports wercupon the whole
satisfactory, and Mr. Laird was instructed
to prosccute the work in the way in which
he himself deemed most advisable, with the
undcrsmndin%lzlmt, as a geoeral rule, he
import from the publishing houses. It is
most desirablo that Presbyterians should
countenance Mr. Henderson in this work,
in preference to all others thus engaged.
They will find the literature circulated by
bim most wholesome, and well adapted to
their circumstances and wants.

Rev. Mr. Laird read the report of the
publication committec. anent the contem-
plated religious periodical. The report was
received and the diligence of the committee
approved. Their suggessions in reference
to the monagement of the Presbyterian were
generally adopted by the Presbytery. It
was arrapged that the first number be is-
sued on the first Wednesday in July. It
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is requested that the brethren send their
list of subscribers to the Clevk, previous to
that date. The Rev. Mr. Ross was added
to the publication committee.
was instrueted to wait upon the Dirvectors

of the Stcamboat Company, and request |

the favor of return tickets for the brethren
who purpose attending the mceeting of
Synod.

M. James Sinclair, probationer, was ap-
pointed to preach in the Free Church, Char-
lottetown, on Sabbath first, and declare the
congregation vacant; in Murray Harbour,
on the two following Sabbaths, and in the
Free Church, Charloitetown, ou the fourth
Sabbath of June. Adjourned to meet in
Summerside on Tuesday, the 18th June, at
11 o’block.

Avrex. FavcoNer, Pres. Clerk,

Presbytety of Pictou.

The Presbytery of Picton met in James’
Church, New Glasgow, on the 20th inst.,
for the visitation of the congregation, and
was constituted by the Rev. . B. Blair,
moderator pro tem., with whom were present
the Revds. D. Roy, John- Stewart, George
Walker, Dr. Bayne, Geo Patterson, James
Thompson, Geo. Roddick, John McKinnon,
K. J. Grant, J. A. ¥. Sutherland, A, T.
Mowatt, A. McL. Sinclair, and J. B. Watt,
ministers, and Messrs. James McArthur,

Donald Ross, Jno. McKay and Jas. McKay, |

raling elders.  Mr. J. D. Murray preached
a Leceture from Romans v, 12-19, as part
trials for License. The Presbytery then
proceeded with the visitation. The ques-
tions of the Yormula were then put to the
Minister, Elders and Managers, and satis-
factorily answercé.—The iwinister faith-
fully and diligently performs the duty of
his office. Though thirty-seven years the
pastor of the congregation, * his bow still
abides in strength,” and he is as capable as
ever of performing the work of the minis-
try. He visits the whole congregation ouce
1 two years, and holds diets of examina-
tion in all its sections on alternate years.
Heattends prayer meetings, sabbath schools,
preaches to the young, meets with tho sab-
bath school teacher for conference and
prayer, and preaches on the first Sabbath
of every month & third sermon. Nopastor
could be more faithful and attentive to the
interests of his people than he is, and none
perhaps more beloved than he is by his
congregation. His elders arc & band of
faithful, pious and intelligent men, who
nobly assist and sustain him in- his work.
They watch over the congregation, conduct
prayer-meetings, teach in Sabbath Schools,
visit the sick, and nicet as a session once a
quarter for confercnce and prayer. Con-
sidernble attention ds paid to Sahbath
School teaching.—There arc 17 teachers,

The Clerk |

130 pupils, and 400 volumes in the S. S,
Library., ‘The financial affuirs of the con-
gregation are also in & very healthy conde
tion. The minister’s stipend is punctually
paid.  During the past year it contributed
as follows to religious purposes, F. M. $203,
Syunod Fund 819, Ministerial Edueation
$19, for congregational purposes §724, and
for general purposes $153.  Making in all
81,173, averaging nearly S8 per family,
This is the old historical congregation of
the late senerated Dr. McGregor, and the'
during its present mimster’s pastorate it
has once snffered 2 disruption, and in con-
sequence of the erection of new congrega-
tions both in the country and at the Albion
Mines, thrown off a large number of fami-
lics to assist in the formation of these, it is
still 2 large and influcntial congregation,
and contributing as much as ever it did to
the schemes of the Church and to religious
purposes in general. The Presbytery con-
sidercd the stipend far tov small, which was
i unhesitatingly admitted by the managers;
and that while its coutribations to the
TForeign Mission was large and very respect-
able, its contributions to the M. M. and
ministerial education were not proportion-
ate to the relative importance of these
schemes. The attendance of the congre-
gation was not $o large as it should be, but
this was explained to be owing to the busy
| season of the year and the fineness of the
day. The visitation was then closed by the
following deliverance, viz :—

That while the Presbytery expresses it-
| self in general terms as well satisfied with
| the state of the congregation, it would how-
1 ever recommmend that the stipend be raised

‘0 o sum sufficient to support a minister
| comfortably without any reference to his
| own private resources ; that the sums con-

tributed to the schemes of the church be
somewhat morc proportionate, and that
y since itis in accurdance with its pastor's
desires, steps be taken assoon as convenient
| to provide him with an assistant, and that
; the Rev. Mr Mackinnon be appointed to ex-
; change a Sabbath with him and bring this
1 dectsion before the congregation.
| The Preshytery met at 7 p.m., in Primi
tive Church for visitation, was constituted by
| the Rev. D. B. Blair, mod. pro tem., aud
¢ after sermon by Mr. J. D. Murray from
 Romansi. 16, as part trials for Liccuse,
proceeded with the visitation. The ques:
tions of the Formula were put in the usuai
manner to the Minister, Session and Mana-
gers, and S$atisfactorily answered. The
minister preaches.the gospel faithfully, very
diligently visits his congregation from house
to housc every year, takés o deep interest
in the young, superintends the Sabbath
School, holds Bible classes and ‘meets with
the Sabbath School teachers once a fort-
night to consider the Sabbath School les-
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sons, and make any arrangement necessary
for its benefit.  IHeis & most faithful and
laborious pastor, and largely enjoys the con-
fidence and esteem of his people. He is
surrounded with & competent staff of
Elders who know their duty, and are en-
deavoring conscientiously to perform it.—
They visit the sick, teach in the Sabbath
Schools, attend and take part in the prayoer
meetings, and watch faithfully over the
congregation, There is 2 large amount of
attention paid to Sabbath Schools in this
congregation—they are largely attended,
and very ecfficiently conducted. There are
23 Sabbath School teachers, 153 pupils,
and 350 vols. in the Library.. The finances
of the congregation are in a very flourishing
condition.—It pays its minister this year
8720, being an advance of $60 on the for-
mer stipend, besides having presented him
gome years ago with a comfortable manse,
outhouses and glebe lots, to have and to
hold as his own private property. It contri-
buted last year to F. M. $159, H. M. §73,
Ministerial Education $54, Synod Fund,
312, and for religious purposes in general
$400—making in all $1,358; making an
average of about $24 per family. In pro-
portion to its numbers and circumstances
this is the most liberal congregation in
the whole church. It has no subscription
lists and, no collectors. Its members and
adherents contribute every Sabbath day
according to the dictates of their conscience.
There is never a deficiency, and at the end
of the year there is generally a_bhalance on
hand. ‘This is the scripture rule of sup-

orting and _cxtending the Redeemer’s

ingdom, and were all our cengregations
to act this rule conscicatiously out, all our
ministers would be comfortably supported,
small and scattered congregations would
be placed in circumstances to enjoy stated
Gospel ordinances, new fields of ministerial
labour could be successfully occupicd, all
the schemes of the church would be well
supplicd with the necessary fands, and Di-
vine hlessings, both temporal and spiritual,
would descend upon the whole people in
copinus showers.  “ Bring ye all the tithes
into the store house, thar there may be
meat in my Louse, and j rrve me now here-
with, saith the Lord of Heets, if T will not
open you the windows of heaven and pour
you out a blessing that there shall not he
room cnough to veceive it.  And I will re-
buke the devourer for your sakes, and he
shall not destroy the fraits of your ground,
neither shall your vine cast her fruit before
the time in the field, saith the Lord of
Hosts. And all nations shall call you
blessed, for ye shall be a delightsome land,
saith the Lord of Hosts.”

The Presbytery was highly pleased with
the state of this congregation, and highly
commended it for its Christiun charity, It

is to be hoped that other congregations will
consider this good exhmple, and be pro-
voked to similar good werks.

Mr. J. D. Murray, student, gave in all
his trials for license, which were unani-
mously sustained, and he was licensed to
preach the Gospel.  The Rev. Jas. ‘Thomp-
son submitted an overture to the Synod on
religious literature, which ke supported at
considerable length, and which the Pres.
bytery agreed to transmit simpliciter to the
Synod.

Mr. J. D. Murray was appointed to An.
tigonish for the 1st and 2nd Sabbaths of
June, and thereafter to Chatham until the
end of July.

The Rev. Dr. Bayne was appointed to
dispense the sacsmument of the Lord’s Sup-
per in Antigonish, on the fourth Sabhath of
June.

The Presbytery then adjourned to meet
at Synod. -

Joux MacKinwox, Clak.

Presbytery of St. Stephen, N, B.

The St. Croix Coinier of the 12th inst.,
publishes the following :—

The Presbytery of St. Stephen met on
Monday to take into consideration the re-
signation of the Rev. P>. Morrison of the
pastoral charge of the congregation of St.
Stephen.  Mr. Robert Clark appeared for
the congregation and protested against the
reason first assigned, viz., the use of the
meclodeon in the ~hurch, and desired the
Presbytery to determine concerning the
same pefore going into the second reason—
the insufficiency of salary. After due con-
sideration the Presbytery ¢ me to the fol-
lowing finding :

“ Resolved, That the first cause is invalid
and not a sufficient ground to justify this
Presbytery in aceepting such resignation,
and that inasmuch as the congregation,
through its representative, has given the
Presbytery an assurance that cvery cifort
would be made to increase the salary of M.
Morrison, they fuel that a severance of the
pastoral rclation with'the said church would
he, under present circuustances, scriously
detrimental to the interests of said congre-
gation and to the cause of religion in this
place.

“ And further resolved, Thatthe said Peter
Morrison be not released from his pastoral
charge of the St. Stephen congregation.”

The Reve Mr. Turnbull dissented from
this finding.
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NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS, &c.

MISSIONARIES WANTED.

The Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres-
byterian Church of the Lower Provinces,
having been authorized by Synod to engage
the services of one or more Missionaries to the,
New Hebrides, invite Ministers and Proba-
tioners to consider prayerfully the urgent call
for Evangelists in tuat dark and destitute
portion of the earth. .

Ali)plications or letters of inquiry addressed
to the Secretary will meet with immediate
attention.

By order of the Board,
P. G. McGrEGox, Sec'y B.F.M.

Halifax, Oct. 24th, 1866.

The Treasurer acknowledges receipt of the
following sums:
FOREIGN 3MISSIONS.
Per J. McCallum :—
Cove Head Scction of Rev.J. Allan’s
congregation, P.E.I. Cy. £2 18s..58.33
Tryon, col. by Miss E. Thomson,

PEICy. £1 45 .. ceeeveinan... 4.00
A Friend, Mabou........oveviiina.. 12.00
Congregation W. Bay, C.B., per Rev.2.
SteWart couveiiie ittt 16

Con. Malagawatch, C.B............. 8.
Bridgewater, per Rev. J. Morton .....11.62}

Sydney, C.B., per Dr. McLeod....... 80.00
IIOME MMISSIONS.
A Friend, Mabou....ovcivveenanas.. $8.00
Per Rev. G. Roddick:
West River Congregation.......... 20.90
A Member, Dalhousie Mountain.... 2.00
A Female, Upper Rogers’ Hill. . ... . 1.00
A Member, do. do. ceees 200
Per Rev. M. Stewart:
West Bay ..ooovvvviininiianies 9.40
Malagawatch. . e .. .. 610
Sydney Cong., per Dr. McLeod....... 48.00
EDUCATIOX.

Cong. Rev. J. Allan, P.EI.Cy. £0 5s. 0.84
W. River Cong. per Rev. G.Roddick. . 8 55

West Bay, per Rev. D. Stewart...... 4.00
Sydney Cong., per Dr. McLeod....... 16.00
SYNOD FUND.
West Bay, per Rev. 3L Stewart ...... 4.00
Poplar Grove, Halifax.. ... ......... 20.00
Sydney Cong., per Dr. McLeod . ..... 8.00
‘* DAYSPRING.”
Per Rev. G. Roddick:
Family Box, from Rogers’ Hill..... 1.00

Blis. Box, Up. Rogers' Hill S. School 0.45
I Central School House.... 1.20
¢ Dalhousic Mountain...... 0.60

6
*  Yamily of Rev. G- Roddick 1.50
Per Rev. M. Stewart:
Collected by Miss Jesssie A. McPhee 8.00
Per Dr. McLeod, Sydney:
Collectcd by Annie McLcllan, alittle
girl of 10 years. ........

Tesesanse

July
Collected in Salem Church:
Master James McKenzie, G. Hill... 3.05%
Miss Maxk' Jane Fraser, do. ... 4.121
¢ B, A. Reid, do. 3.30%
M. J. Cameron, do. ... 1.80
¢ Nancy McDonald, Mid. River. 3.90
Maf‘ter %an}nes}‘I:{err. . do. .. 3.92
ohn Kennedy
f© Levi Archibald} """"" 4.7
Miss M. McLeod, West River...... 4.00
¢ (Caroline Miller, do.  ...... 8.18

¢ Eleanor Fraser, Mill Brook.... 4.22¢

——

$41.21
The amt. was acknowledged in Record for
April.

The Treasurer of the Minister's Widows®
and Orphans’ Fund, P.C.L.D., acknowledges
receipt of the following sums:—

Rev. John Munro, Wallace .......... $20.00
Brookfield Section Mid. Stewiacke and
Brookfield Conge...eeenvevenrs..ns 20.95

Rev. Moses Iarvey, St. John’s, Nfid.. 20.00
Contribm from Princetown Con., P.E.I. 10.67

Rev. M. Wilson, Sydney, C.B...... .. 2000
$90.92
Amt. formerly acknowledged........ 6352.94

(3
Total amt. reccived to date. ........5644C.86
HOWARD PRIMROSE, .
. Treas. M. W.§ O.F., P.C.L.P.
Pictou, 21st June, 1867.

PAYMENTS FOR THE RECORD.
Rev. J. Waddell, Sheet Harbour.......$7.00
James Patterson Iista, Picton........ . 6.50
Mr. John Beck, Rawdon. .. eennernnn. 150
Rev. A. McL. Sinclair, Springville..... 1.50
Rev. K. McKenzie, Baddeck, C.B...... 2.00
J. McDougall, Esq., Blue Mountains . ..10.00
Rev. A. Munro, Brown’s Creek. . ... .. 5.00
Rev. E. A. Mcél,irdy, Musg. Harbour.. .15.00
Rev. W. Murmy.}?er H. L. Dickey, Esq 0.50
Rev. A. Donald, Hamond, N.B........ 1.00

Officers of the Principal Boards, &c.

DBoard of Superintendence of Theological
Hall.—A. Forrest, Esq., M. D., Halifax, Chair-
man; Rev. P. G. McGregor, Halifax, Sec’y.

Board of Home Afisstons. — Rev. A. Me-
Knight, Dartmouth, Chairman; Rev. P. G.
BdcGregor, Halifax, Sccretary.

THE HOME AND FOREIGN REGORD.

Tue HoME AND FOREIGN RECORD is
under the control of a Committee of Synod;
ard is published at Halifax by Mr. JaxEs
BARNES,

TERMS.
Single copies, 60 cents (3s.) each. Any ons
remitting One Dollar will be entitled to &
sm}glo copy for two years.
"ive copies and upwards, to one address,
50 cents (2s. 6d.) per copy.
For every ten copies ordered to one address
an additional copy will be sent frec.
These terms are so low that the Committes
must insist on the payment in advance.




