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"SPRING TERM

From A

151, continues into our

Slightly Astray.

The late Dr. Bucke, of London, was
quite a literary character. Among other
valuable works he left behind him a

ph volume on *“Cosmic Con-
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sciousness.” One of the London doc-
tors was rather startled the other day
by one of his patients asking him if he
had read Dr. Bucke's book on “ Comic
Consciousness.”

Complimentary to the Preacher.

A minister in the Hamilton Confer-
ence tells of having preached one Sunday
evening on “ The Rich Fool.” The ser-
mon was followed by a prayer-meeting, in
which a very earnest brother opened his
prayer in this fashion, “ O Lord, we thank
thee for what we are, and where we are,

| We rejoice that we are not like this rich

fool that we have been listening to to-
night.”

Not in Command.

During General White's sortie from
Ladysmith, the British battery mules on
the left were stampeded. The captain
of one of the batteries, seeing his first
sergeant flying by with the first gun,
shouted angrily :

‘Hi, sir! Where are you going ?"

To which the gunner curtly replied :
“How do I know! Ask the mules!”

He Had His Reasons.

An officer in one of the Engl sh volun-
teer regiments, who had made himself
exceedingly unpopular with the men, was
coming home one evening when he slipped
and fell into deep wager. He was rescued
with great difficulty by a private in his
own regiment.

The officer was profuse in his expres-
slons of gratitude, and asked his pre-
server how he could reward him.

“The best way,” said the soldier, “is
to say nothing about it.”

“ But why?" asked the officer in amaze-
ment,

" Because,” was the blunt reply, “ if the

| other fellows knew I'd pulled you out

they'd chuck me in.”

Knew He Would Feel Better.

Bishop Williams, of Connecticut, used
to tell the following story of th: late
Dr. Ducachet : “One Sunday morning
Dr. Ducachet arose feeling wretched.
After a futile attempt to eat breakfast,
he called an old and favorite colored
servant to him and said: ‘Sam, go
around and tell Simmons (the sexton)
to post a notice on the church door say-
ing I am too ill to preach to-day.
‘ Now, massa,’ said Sam; ‘don’t you gib
up dat way. Just gib Him a trial; you
get 'long all right.’ The argument went
on, and resulted in the minister starting
off. Service over, he returned to his
house, looking much brighter. *‘How
you feel, massa ? said Sam, as he
opened the d®or. ‘ Better, much botter,
Sam. I am glad I took your advice.
‘I knew it; I knew it,’ said the darky,
grinning until every tooth was in evi-
dence. ‘T knew you'd feel better when
you git dat sermon out o' your system.'"”

She is a cute little Detroit girl of seven,
and the proprietor of the store at which
she ¢ ed is a friend of the family.
“How much for one of these picture
books ?” she inquired of him. * Just
two kisses,” for he wanted to make her a
present. “I'll take it,” she said, in a
cool, businesslike way, as she tucked it
under her arm and started for the door.
“Papa will call and settle.”
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EASTER DAWN.

BY FLORA KINKLAND.

The tomb was watched by Roman soldiers,
Wherein the Saviour lay,

Lest, in the darkness those who loved

him

Should steal the dead away,

And gloom hung darkly o'er the city,
For He, the one true light

Lay shrouded close in death’s deep

shadow,

That sad and solemn night.

The angels who had watched the manger,
Where Christ, an infant, slept,

Above that tomb in Joseph's garden,
Their wondering vigil kept.

But lo! the very earth is trembling !
‘The watch and seal are vain !

An angel shows an empty prison,
Where Christ the Lord had lain.

The Sun of righteousness hath risen!
Behold where once he lay!

His glory lights death’s courts forever,
With beams of fadeless day.

Oh, glory in the highest! G ry!
The Lamb’s great work is done!

His triumph over death proclaims Him
God’s well-beloved Son.

Easter.—The name *Easter” un-
doubtedly comes to us from mythology,
the Anglo-Saxon goddess of the spring
being Eastre, and worshipped by our
ancestors in England when that country
was first visited by Christian mission-
aries. The month of April was usually
given up to joyous ceremonies in honor
of this goddess. The missionaries taught
the people to celebrate a feast of the Re-
surrection, but permitted them to call
this day of rejoicing Eastre Day.

Work Born With Him.—Governor
McLean, of Connecticut, said a good
thing at the Yale Bicentennial when he
declared ““ We must believe that when a
boy is born into the world his share of
the world’s work is born with him, and
he will fail in life if he leaves that work
undone.”

L]

Jones v. Potter.—Sam Jones has
locked horns with Bishop Potter on the
prohibition question. In an article in
the Atlanta Journal, Sam Jones says: “T
tell you, in New York when they take a
Bishop around with them and dine him
and wine him, and stuff him and toast
him, it doesn’t take him long to imbibe
the views of wine-bibbers and gluttons,
and to preach the doctine of volup-
tuaries from the platform. How long
before the Bishop and his gang will be
broadening the Ten C | s and
liberalizing the moral law so they would
have it read : ‘Thou shalt not steal, less

A. C. CREWS, Editor.

e
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than a million dollars. Thou shalt not
break the Sabbath, but bend it double if
there is money in it. Thou shalt not
covet, but get all you can and keep all
you get. Thou shalt not be guilty of
idolatry, worship the true and the living

dollar.””
L

Thirteenth Anniversary.—On the
fifteenth day of the coming month of
May, the Epworth League will be thir
teen years old. This Anniversary Day
affords a good opportunity to bring the
League and its work before the people,
with a view to enlarged efficiency and in-
creased membership. Fvery League
should plan to celebrate the oceasion
either by a special service on the pre-
vious Sunday, on the following Wed-
nesday evening in connection with the
prayer-meeting, or on the exact day.
The General Secretary has prepared a
Programme for general use. A sample
copy will be sent free to any League Pre-
sident who asks for it,

H

*Send Iy Children to Sunday-
school.” —Russell Conwell, of Philadel-
phia, tells the story of an explosion in a
coal mine in the Monongahela valley a
few months ago, and quotes the last mes-
sages of some of the miners to their
friends and families, written upon the
black walls of their death chamber with
a nail, and copied ten days afterward and
conveyed to their sorrowing relatives,
Of one, Mr. Conwell said : He wrote first,
“Only one biscuit left out of the two
dinner pails.” Then under it he seratched,
“Poor Hans!” That referred to the
other miner who was dying. Then a little
farther along on the walls were cut the
words, *Christ can save us.” And then
back again under the first inscription
were the words, “Give all your property
to Lizzie.” That referred to his wife,
Then he wrote down at the foot of the
coal drift another line, *Send my
children to Sunday-school.” That was
the last message of one who faced denth,
with no hope for this life, but with every
hope of the other.

LJ

Campbell Morgan on “The Waste.”
—Itis to be remembered that nations do
not tabulate the loss of life when they
enter upon a war of conquest, and until
the first note of complaint has been heard
from the men and women in the mission
field we must be dumb and silent.
Nothing is wasted that is poured at the
feet of Christ. Think deeply and you
will find the cross of Christ everywhere,
The old commonplace, “The blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the Church,” is
true, and we may expect that China is
about to have a new Pentecost, the har-
vest of a glorious result from the great

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher.

No. 4.

trials through which mixninmuryx!l-ll'ort
has passed in that country. But yon
cannot convince the cold business man
outside of this coming. It is ours to
hope right on.  We see Jesus, and there
we must be nt.  His work is unfin
ished. The fogis on the world, but by
the waste of the moment he wins the
ages.  Missionary effort is the necessity
of Christian life, and we cannot esea
from it. The first conscious thrill of the
life of God within the human soul is a
missionary passion. The one function of
the Church is missionary,

L

Religious Statistics of the United
States.—Dr. Carroll has prepared his
annual statement of the progress of the
various religious bodies of the United
States for the Christian Advocate, The
following are the total membership of the
leading bodies :
Roman Catholie ..., ..
Methodist Episcopal . ,
Regular Baptists. ,
Lutheran
Preshyterian
Disciples
Episcopal ...
Congregational. . ...,

L3

Religious Statistics of Canada. -

The Government has issued a bulletin
dealing with the religions of the people
of Canada.  The number of specified de-
nominations and sects is 142. The fol-
lowing figures show the standing of the
leading churches at present, and also in
1891 :

1901, 1801,
Adventists 6,354
Anglican. ... ... 646,005
Baptists. . .. 257,449
Brethren 1

Baptists (free will) .
Congregationalists .
Disciples of Christ
Friends (Quakers) . ..
Jews. ..,
Lutherans
Methodists . ...
Preshyterians. . ...

Protestants ., ., 53
Roman Catholics 1,992,017
Salv 13,949

Tunl o

Unitarians

Universalists. ., 2

Unspecified 44,186

Various sects 41,474 43,776
Total.. .. 5,571,051 4,833,230

There are 1,514 persons styling them-
selves agnostics in Canada, of whom 572
are in Ontario; 211 atheists, of whom 52
ians, , of
whom 30 are in Ontario; 78 Deists, of
whom 12 are in Ontario ; three fres wor-
shippers, in Britisk Columbia ; 1,005 free
thinkers, of whom are in Ontario ;
241 infidels, of whom 35 are in Ontaric 3
47 Mohammedans, of whom 15 are in
Ontario ; 14,466 pagans, of whom 3,111
are in Ontario,
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THE CROSS,

BY JAS. N. SHANNON,

HE tragedy of calvary, the cruel
death of the world’s Redeemer, has
thrown around the instrument by

means of which it was accomplished, a
dignity, a halo, a veneration even, that
hasattached toitall through the ages since.
By being lifted up upon its intersecting
timbers the Sacred Vietim has drawn
unto it the thought, the love, the worship

of men an! has hallowed it forever, It is
not th which pierced those willing
hands blessed feet : it is not the

rudely plaited crown of thorns, which
pressed that regal brow in mock corona-
tion ; nor yet is it the spear of the
Roman soldier, thrust deep into the heart
that had beat so true—every throb an
impulse of love toward all mankind—that
has won the world's homage, and become
the object of admiring wonder to both
men and angels, but the Cross—that
hateful thing of torture, that most cruel
invention for the punishment of crimi-
nals, that which in our loathing we have
been used to call “the accursed tree.”

Frem belonging to the same category
of ignominy as the gibbet or the chair of
electrocution, and reserved for the pun-
ishment, not of freemen but of slaves,
the cross has come to mean, to Christian
nations, at least, the most glorious of all
emblems, the holy badge of freedom from
the law’s condemnation, the pledge and
token of man’s reconciliation with God.
As the rainbow which spans the heavens
—grandly smi'ing through tears—gives
renewed assurance of God's ancient pro-
mise, so the Cross stands for His sign
manual to Heaven's Magna Charta,
signifying, to all who will turn the be-
lieving look thitherward, —liberty and
eternal life,

In early times the holy martyrs gloried
in their sufferings, and to meet death by
crucitixion was only following in the foot-
steps of their Blessed Lord. The Cross
was bereft for all time of its infamy and
reproach, since He had died upon it. To
their thought the accursed troe was trans-
formed into a thing of loveliness. Its
sacred form became a part of their reli-
gion and haunted their glowing imagina-
tion. Even in their prayers, judging
from paintings found in ti)e catacombs,
they knelt with arms extended wide, as
if to link together, by this symbol, the
supplicating servant and his glorified
Master. What wonder was it, then, that
the over-wrought fancy of Emperor Con-
stantine should behold in the sky at mid-
day the flaming cross inscribed, By this,
conquer,” that to the Christian King Don
Alonzo should appear, just before the
victorious battle with the Moors the
figure of a cross in the eastern heavens,
that a fiery cross should also appear to
Waldemar IT. of Denmark, foreshadow-
ing his victory over the Esthonians, or
that a similar apparition to a Scottish
King should originate the 8t. Andrew’s
Cross as the national emblem of Scotland.

The devout ecclesiastic in his cloister,
the recluse in his perpetual retirement
from the world, finds inspiration from the
presence and contemplation of the
crucifix ; the barefooted ascetic and the
gloomy-robed nun proudly wear it fas-
tened to their girdle.

The worldly and the gay pay uncon-
scious tribute to the Cross when they wear
it in costly pendant, or fashioned into
the endless variety of trinket and other
means of personal adornment upon which
the jeweller has lavished wealth and skill,

Titled nobility hand it down to those
who come after them as part of the
family escutcheon, to be neither dimmed
by age nor soiled by dishonor or defeat.

"It flashes in the imperial crown of Eng-

land’s King, in his bejewelled orb, and
seceptre of sovereignty.

From the smoke and din of a day
of battle the wounded are tenderly borne
off the field of honor to receive what help
may be left for surgical skill to give.
The members of the ambulance corps
wear the Geneva Cross on their uniforms,
and the well-known flag of the Red Cross
Society waves its protecting folds over the
field hospital tent, and claims the recogni-
tion that is accorded to it by all civilized
nations.

The Cross of 8t. George, and the Cross
of 8t. Andrew, and the Cross of St.
Patrick, blended in one national emblem,
proclaim, wherever flung out to the
breeze, that glorious empire on which the
sun never sets, The order of the Cross
was a distinguished spiritual order of
knighthood of medimval times. Similar
distinction survives to the present day in
such orders as those of the Bath, of St.
Michael and St. George, St, John of
Jerusalem, and others which are worn
with honest pride by those on whom they
have been conferred. = The Iron Cross of
Prussia makes known to all the world
the valiant deeds of those who aided in
bringing about an united Germany ;
while the most coveted decoration of
every man in His Majesty’s army, from
the brave old commander-in-chief down
to the humblest soldier hero in the ranks,
is the Victoria Cross, bearing the motto
“For Valor.” And what is the distin-
guishing emblem of those who, not on
bloody field of strife, not for fame or for-
tune, are banded together to “ Look up
and Lift up,” by deeds of loving self-
sacrifice, Christ being their Master, and
His swmile their sole reward,—is it not a
simple Maltese Cross? What other badge
could a loyal soldier of Christ wear on his
breast than that which suggests His
dying love or the perpetual commemora-
tion of His everlasting Atonement !

Toronto, Ont,

CURIOUS EASTER CUSTOM.

N France, during the middle ages, there
were many curious customs relative
to Easter eggs. Before Eastertide

began the priests paid a round of visits,
blessing and receiving eggs. The largest
eggs were picked out and sent to the
king as tribute. After high mass at the
chapel of the Louvre cn Easter day, huge,
gayly decorated baskets of gilded eggs
were carried into the royal presence ; the
attendantchaplain blessed and distributed
them to those present.

It is a little curious that as far as the
custom of egg-rolling is practiced in the
United States, it has a national reputa-
tion only in Washington, How or where
it started there no one now living in
Washington can tell ; but that the en-
chanting slopes of the White House

Arkin, 1902 -4

grounds give it inviting encouragement
no one will dispute. With every year
the crowd of childeen engaged in the
sport has increased, and the egg-rolling
has finally grown to the importance of a
festival.

The public schools are closed on Faster
Monday and thousands of children swarm
about the White House. The grounds
are prettily diversified with little hills
and intermediate valleys, and on the
knoll above the steepest of these grassy
slopes the children gather. Baskets and
boxes are quickly emptied and the sport
of rolling the colored eggs begins. It
has no apparent object, unless it is to
test the strength of the eggshell, and see
how many times it will go bumping over
rough places without breaking. Some of
the little ones try to roll their eggs against
others, to see which will break ; others
run after their eggs as they roll down, to
catch them before they reach the bottom,
so that they may not break. But they
are not lomg lived. Even the hard-boiled
egg has a limit of endurance. Before
long the first comers have seen the last of
their colored treasures broken and scat-
tered over the stones. But the new-
comers constantly arriving bring a fresh
supply. The children come and go from
9 o'clock till sundown.

THE RESURRECTION.

Toms, thou shalt not hold Him longer ;
Death is strong, but life is stronger ;
Stronger than the dark, the light ;
Stronger than the wrong, the right ;
Faith and hope triumphant say,
“Christ will rise on Easter Day !

While the patient earth lies waking
Till the morning shall be breaking,
Shuddering ‘neath the burden dread,
Ot her Master, cold and dead,

Hark ! she hears the angels say,
““Christ will rise on Easter Day ! "

Aund when sunrise smites the mountains

Pouring light from heavenly fountains,

Then the earth blooms out to greet

Cnce again the blessed feet ;

And her countless voices say,

“Ohrist has risen on Easter Day!”
—Phillips Brooks.

EASTER IN THE HOME.
CATHERINE ARMSTRONG.

ASTER has come, the dear, glad day,
when for very joy we feel inspired
to sing in our hearts, for “Christ

is risen.” The long and penitential days
are passed ; we have reviewed our short-
comings and resolved with fresh strength
to *“turn over a new leaf,” to live better,
accomplish more, reach higher; we feel
lifted up, aided from above; we are cairied
beyond the cross; we hear the glorious
watchword, “Christ is risen” 1t seems
that the heavenly father must look down
with special tenderness on this glad and
happy day. Tet this thought draw us
closer to Him who never leaves unnoticed
one of His little ones. For all is the joyous
Laster day, with its comfortable associa-
tions, its holiest inspirations. Gathered
are all in the arms of His love, for Christ
is risen.
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With earnest hearts let us mingle in
the Easter carols in God's house, and
with hearts reaching out toward Him who
is risen. Iiis in harmony with the les-
sons of this blessed day that our churches
are beautified with many flowers, though
but afew years ago Easter and Christmas,
too, were slightly observed,

As well as our churches, our homes
should ‘be beautiful, They should be
brightened up with flowers ; now, if only
once in all the year, “bring flowers.” If
we can but have one, that one must be an
Easter lily, sweet emblem of purity, fit
flower for to-day. Bring the flowers —all
will find a place and will emphasize the
Joy of this glad day. One is happier even
to look at lowers, and their fragrance will
sweeten this “day of all the week the
best.” So, a few Easter flowers, or a
growing lily, sent, perhaps, to a poor or
invalid friend, will carry very much of
pleasure and comfort.

Have a good dinner, especially on
Easter Sunday. Have it bounteous and
the table attractive as possible. Bring
out the best linen, the prettiest, choicest
needlework, the finest china. for this is
one of the happiest anniversaries in the
whole year. Much more attention is paid
to the beauty, thedecoration of the dinner-
table than was customary a score of years
ago; there is more to choose from in fine
wares and napery, as well as wider pro-
vision for the “inner man,” not more
bountiful of late, perhaps, but more
varied. But on Easter day we must pro-
vide our best. The remembrance of the
family gatherings on this day will have a
longfelt influence upon our children,
The sacred meaning of the day must leave
only pleasant and helpful memories.

This suggestion of a generous and
attractive dinner on Sunday may seem to
some like ill-keeping of this holy day, but
it is not so, for materfamilias very well
knows that the biggest part of a big din-
ner can be made ready the day before, on
Saturday. 8o, though we may “boil the
tea-kettle on Sunday,” as the “ Pilgrim
Fathers” would not do, we can have our
good dinner-on Easter and bring home to
1t, to our “own mahogany,” all the sons
and daughters—all the family possible,
How happy such reunions "are !—and
such a glad day should see families re-
united quite as often as Thanksgiving.

Do not forget the little folks. Take
them in hand on Saturday and help them
to color their Easter eggs. Give them
cochineal for the red and pink ones, prus-
sian blue for the blue ones, both colors
used together for the purple, saffron for
the yellow, and saffron and blue com-
bined tor the green ones, A very little
coloring is ample for a great many ; boil
them in it for a few minutes only, Tt
will amuse and interest the children, and
they should be told of the significance cf
Easter eggs. Very few children have
any idea of the “‘new life” they were
oriﬁ'nn]ly intended to symbolize,

ake the day happy with trifling gifts.
They impress and u?urwurds recall the
associations of the day. It is wonderful
how lasting an impression upon the mind
of a child a small present will make, and
often upon the minds of “children of
larger growth” as well.

'his day means so much, commemo-
rates so much, in our hearts, our homes,

our churches, to us and ours aud to all
the “children of men,” it seems, as the
eyeling years go and the Jjoyful day
comes round, we must be h. ppy.— The
Observer.,

THE POETS AND OUR EASTER
FAITH.

S the Easter time draws near, the
A significance of its splendid hope
and confidence is impressed anew
upon our minds und hearts, The essence
of that sublime faith that God is in His
world a present, thinking, willing, care-
taking Father, that man is His child, with
whom the divine Being holds communing,
schooling him for immortality, pulses
with new vigor in the veins of our intel-
lectual and moral life. It is interesting
and comforting at such a time to notice
the sensitiveness of our great poets to the
presence of God in the human soul, and
the wreath of trust they twine about the
brow of the Easter Christ.

James Russell Lowell closes his splendid
song of “The Oak” with this expression
of his faith :

“Lord !
tains
Some emblems of man's all-containing soul :
Shall he make fruitless all Thy glorious pains,
Delving within Thy grace an eyeless mole?
Make me the least of Thy Dondona grove,
Cause me some message of Thy trath to hring,
Speak but a word through me, nor let Thy love
Among my boughs disdain to perch and sing.”

All Thy works are lessons ; each con-

Here again are words very sweet and
tender in their revelation of the simple
confidence of his own heart :

“1, that still pray at morning and at eve,
Loving those roots that feed us from the past,
And pr zing more than Plato, things T learned
At the best academy, a mother's knee."”

Looking through a great European
cathedral, Lowell exclaims :
** Let us be thankful when, as I do here,
We can read Bethel on a pile of stones,
And, seeing where God has been, trust in
im.”

John Greenleaf Whittier, the great-
souled minstrel of human freedom, had a
sublime faith in the presence of God
among men and in the power of Jesus
Christ to gain vi ry over every force
of evil. How inspiring to listen to his
optimistic words !

““ The world sits at the feet of Christ,
Unknowing, blind, and unconsoled :
It yet shalf touch His garment’s fold,
And feel the heavenly Alchemist .
Transform its very dust to gold.”

Many peop'e are so inflated by their
own pride and selfsufficiency that they
do not discern the unspeakable beauty of
the character of Jesus; but great natures,
like the old Quaker poet, through their
humility find the way into the secret of
His presence, and can sing with him :

‘40 hearts of love ! O souls that turn
Like sunflowers to the pure and best !
To you the truth is manifest :

For they the mind of Christ discorn
Who lean like John upon His breast 1"

The poems of Whittier are so full of
these gems of living light that one is em-
barrassed with the abundance of riches.
But this triumphant utterance of his
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own Christian expe
strengthen our faith :

ience cannot fail to

1 know He is, and what He is
Whose one great purpose is the good
Of all. 1 rost my soul on His
Immortal love and Fatherhood
And trust Him as His children should,

The clouded face
i through all her things
sense | trace
the Spirit's wings,
And hear the vong of hope she sings,”

1 fear no more.
Naturo smi

Longfellow, one of the gentlest of sing-
©rs, yet rouses us with a stirring trumpet-
call in his “Psalm of Life" :

“ Life is real ! Life is carnest !
And the grave is not its goal
 Dust thou art, to dust retur
Was not spoken of the soul.”
— By Lowis Albert Banks, D.D.

OUR RESURRECTION.

her with Christ,
9 where Christ is,

seated on the right hand of God. —Pavw. |

Our of the sordid, the base, the untrue,

Into the noble, the pure and the new ;

Out of all darkness, and sadness and sin,

Spiritual harmonies to win,

This is our resurrection.

Out of all discord and toil and strife,

Into a calm and perfect life,

Out of all hatred and jealous fear

Into love's cloudless atmosphere,
This is our resurrection,

Out of our weakness to conscious power,
Wisdom and strength for every hour,
Out of our doubt and sore dismay
Into the faith for which we pray,

This is our resurrection.

Out of this fleeting mortal breath,
Out of the valley and shadow of death,
Into the light of the perfect way,
Into the freedom of endless day,
This is our resurrection.

Out of the finite sense of things,
Into the joy the Infinite brings,
Out of the limits of time and space,
Into the boundless life of the race,
This is our resurrection.
—duthor Unknown.

AN EMPTY TOMB.

LET me inquire around what centre
the Church assembles. Do you
hasten to reply the cross? I
answer, “Not there only.” The cross
first, but afterwards the grave! “If
Christ be not risen from the dead, then
is our preaching vain and your faith is
also vain.” In the centre of the Church
is an empty tomb, and to the doubting
world the Church can ever answer,
“Come, see the place where the Lord
lay.” And, “seeing” it, what then?
Why, from the sacred rock a living
stream breaks, and as the countless
multitudes drink, they exclaim, * These
are the waters of immortality.”
“Alive”—to what end and for what
purpose! He never changed His pur-
pose; it can be put in two words—to
save. He is able to save unto the utter-
most all that come unto God by Him,
seeing that He ever liveth—what to do?
—to pray, to pray for others, to make in
tercession for us.—Joseph Parker, D.D.
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THE GREAT MISSIONARY
CONVENTION.

E do not know that we can do our
W readers any greater service than
to give them a somewhat extended

report of the Convention held in Toronto
from Feb. 26th to March 2nd, under the
auspices of the Students’ Volunteer
Movement for For Missions. This is
an organization of an interdenomination
al character, working among the colleges
and universities of America and other
lands, It does not send out mission-
aries, or in any way interfere with work
of the various mission boards, but rather
conducts an educational campaign with a
view to stimulating students to study the
missionary problem, and also to supply
workers for the foreign field. It cannot
be said that it is “conventioned to death,”
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A SERIOUS AUDIENCE

It was evident to the most casual ob-
server that these young people had not
come to Toronto on a pleasure excursion,
but had serious business before them.
There was plenty of enthusinsm, which
would frequently have expressed itself in
applause had it not been‘repressed by the
chairman,  Upon one or two occasions
it seemed to many that a hearty round
of applause would have been a welcome
relief to the feelings of the people, but
after the opening service it was not per
mitted, E
to develop and maintain an atmosphere
of pray

ery effort seemed to be made

THE OPENING MEETING
was entirely of a devotional character,
and was intended to strike the key-note
of the whole convention, which it did

Arrin, 1026

of Him most, for the thought is too pre
cious to speak it out to others, but the
life and the involuntary word will evince
their love for the Christ.

Two practical questions closed this
admirable address.  Are we right with
God today! Are we right with one
another! For no man will walk right
with God who does not walk right with
He pressed us close, he seemed

others,
to look us through and through as he
said : Have you in any way suppressed
yourself for the sake of another to-day t
Have you in any way esteemed another
better than yourself ! There was no get
ting away from his questionings

Mrs. Howard Taylor, of China, followed
in a similar strain.  During the first ten
minutes of her address she was very im

pressive, but toward the end seemed to
lose grip upon the audience

as a convention is held only once in four
years. The last gathering was held in
Cleveland in 1805, Tt was

A UNIQUE AUDIENCE

that assembled in Massey Hall on the
afternoon of Wednesday, when the first
session was opened.  Probably this great
auditorium never before contained a
crowd exactly like this one. In most of
our religious services we deplore the com
parative absence of young men, but h
was a multitude of four thousand per-
sons, fully seven-ecighths of whom were
bright, earnest, intelligent young men
from the United States and nada,
There was a sprinkling of young ladies,
and a few professors, preachers and edi-
tors, but young men predominated on the
floor and in both galleries. It was cer-
tainly an inspiring audience for any
speaker to address. It was also

MABSEY MUSIC HALL

(Where the Convention was held,

very successfully.  Mr. Robert E. Speer
gave a quiet but earnest address upon
the need of entire consecration to Christ,
He pressed home the question, * Has
Jesus  Christ His rightful place with
us!”  Has He His rightful place in our
thoughts 1 Were we thinking about
Him when coming to the mecting, when
ing for the opening words to be
, while listening to the speaker !
Is He in our thought at all, or might it
be said of us, as it was of those in olden
time, God is not in all their thoughts !

Is Christ first in our will 7 Is it so
that we have willed to do the right as
God has shown us what the right is ! As
we will to do we shall know, and new
light breaks upon the vision of the one
who seeks to carry out what has thus
been made known to him.

Is Christ first in our agfections ? Those
to whom He stands first may not speak

THE ADDRESSES OF WELCOME

were delivered at the first evening ses
sion, when the great auditorium was
crowded to its utmost capacity. The
singing was very fine. The song book
used at the convention was of a much
higher grade than is usually used upon
such occasions. There was no poor music
in it, and no doggerel ditties with jing-
ling choruses, but the great audiences sang
such splendid hymns as “ Holy, holy,”
“Come, Thou Almighty King,” “When
I survey the wondrous cross,” ete.

The first address of welcome was given
by the Bishop of Toronto, who appeared
upon the platform in his official garb,

and of course wase addressed as “My
Lord.”
which was illustrated by such a gather-
ing.

He referred to the idea of unity
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Prinvipal Caven represented the Pres.
byterian Church, and gave an appropriate
talk, but it is doubtful if his voice was
heard by more than half of those in the
hall.  He spoke of the influence of such
a gathering of young people animated
with the highest and noblest of purposes,
That influence has been felt in all the
colleges, and there is need for such cor.
rective and stimulus as it is designed to
give. In the course of college life there
is much to deaden spiritual life, much
that leads men to forget the chief things
of life. This movement tends to furnish
the needed corrective, It centr thought
upon the business of life, which is not
the gaining of meat and drink, but the
service of God, and doing His will,

Rev. Dr. Potts voiced the welcome of
the Methodists, and his sonorous voice
reached every part of the building. The
New York Christian Advocate says that
“it is the simple truth to state that he
“saved the day,’ so far as the speeches of
welcome were concerned. There are few
men who can excel him in public address,”

The Doctor first referred to the Keu.
menical Missionary Conference held in
New York a year or two ago, which was
largely attended by missionary veterans
He characterized that gathering as his-
toric, while this one was proph-
etic. He thought that there had
never been a brighter day in the
history of missions than the pre-
sent.  The canse never had so
many advocates. It had never
sent so many prayers to heaven,
and never before had so many felt
called to recognize the claims of
Christian stewardship, The ob-
stacles have all been sur ayed,
and they shall all be surmounted,

Mr. Mott’s reply to the wel-
come was most appropriate. His
statement that he ““ was impressed
with the great destiny of the
British Empire and the U,
Republic if they walk together,
was greeted with great applause,
which was about the only occasion
when the delegates were allowed to have
their own way in expressing their ap-
proval.  He thought that it was easily
possible for these two nations to place
the Gospel at the disposal of the woi Id,
and make it accessible before some who
were in the audience should have passed
away.

The closing address was given by Rev.
J. Ross Stevenson, D.D, who has been
<hosen as the successor to Rev. John Hall
in New Vork. He said that what had
heen done in missionary work was simply
the work of the few for the many, and
does not by any means represent the full
strength of the Church.

THE MON

Y PROBLEM

engaged the attention of the convention
for the whole of one forenoon session.
Hon. 8 B. Capen, a prominent lay-
man, President of the American Board,
spoke on “The necessity of making the
financial plans of the Church commensu.
rate with the magnitude of the world’s
evangelization.” Tt was his belief that
not one in ten Church members in Ame-
riea had given anything to missions that
had cost them anything. The majority
of the Churches have been trifling with

PRESIDENT J. F. GOUCHER,

missions.  The way to grow is to give
If we would save American Chure
from the blight of worldliness we must
doitin the Master's way, by spending
more generously for others.
sionary planning and generous giving are
necessary it we would save our Churches
from spiritual dry Missionary in
terest is always the measure of spiritual
life,

Rev. Dr. Goucher, President of the
Methodist Woman's College, Baltimore,
and a veteran in missionary work, spoke
on the same subject. He said that men
and money are the two co-operative agen
cies which the Holy Spirit demands from
the Church before Jesus may realize the
salvation of the world which He ransomed
with His blood. It is more than a co
incidence that in this very decade, when
the Church has unprecedented material
wealth, the world's salvation should be
resolved into a question of money,

A study of the Treasurer's reports of
Missionary Societies and benevolent in-
stitutions shows the aggregates are made
up very largely of small contributions.
The five barley loaves and two small
fishes, consecrated, blessed, systematically
distributed and applied, are humanity’s
reliance for recurring want, *The

Broad mis

Baltimore, Md.

world's benevolences are supported by
organized poverty It is exceptional to
find a large regular contribution for
foreign missions, The eighteen millior
communicants of the Evangelical Churche
in the United States gave, last year, los
than six million dollars, or an aver ge of
vents per member for the evangeliza
tion of the rest of the world. It has
been estimated that 60 per cent. of the
members gave nothing to this cause,
making the average 80 cents for each
of those whose hearts were stirred by
that passion for souls which caused our
Lord to pour out His heart’s hlood.
8. Earl Taylor occupies a position in
the M. E. Church somewhat similar to
that of Dr. F Stephenson in our
Church.  He is #n enthusiastic mission
ary worker, and 1 de a stirring speech,
Mr, Taylor was in Toronto when the
first Canadian contingent went away to
South Africa. He visited London only
to tind more soldiers there, In Australia
he found the same martial irvit, the
nation sacrificing its best for her Queen,
The nation was on a war footing. Re
viewing the martial scenes he told the
convention point blank that the Church
of God, instead of grappling her oppor-

SAMUEL B. CAPEN, Li.D
Chairman A.B.C, F.M,
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tunities, was on a peace hasis. He said
that many Christians we giving less for
missions than they spend for car fare
when they might as well walk, He had
consulted with various Missionary Secre-
tavies and found that in the " United
States there were 2,000 Congregational
Churches giving nothing to missions,
5,000 Baptists, 2,500 Protestant Episco-
pal, and 2,672 Presbyterian Upon one
oceasion he had preached in a certain
church, where an old saint who sat in a
front seat seemed greatly to enjoy it.
His face lighted up as the preacher spoke
of the riches of divine grace, but be
came clouded when reference was made
to human obligations for all these
mercies, At the close the old man said
to him: Tt was too bad that you spoiled
that fine sermon by dragging in money.”

Rev. C. E. Bradt told about a church
in Wichita, Kansas, that was a few
years ago in the slough of despond
through debt and other ditficulties, so
that it was struggling for a bare exis-
tence. It undertook the support of a
missionary in China, and immediately
prosperity began to dawn Duaring the
past five years 810,000 has been con-
tributed for foreign missions and £10,000
for home missions,  Last year the church
contributed an average of $4.00
per member for foreign mis-
sions.  This church to-day is a
shining light, a planet in the
sky of givers, She has no debt,
but elaims a pastor, an assistant
pastor, two office assistants, a
cit miss lllll'.\'y a mission
church, hoys’ clubs, men’s clubs,
four Christian Erdeavor socie-
ties, a Bible training depart-
ment, seven weekly prayer-meet
ings, a well equipped printing
department, and a missionary
magazine.  Abroad she sustaing
three American foreign mission-
aries and about thirty pastors
and assistants, and this was the
ray of light of the morning’s
session.  Mr. Bradt referred to
the small average g vings of American
Christians, less than forty cents per year,
" «l by quoting Amos R. Wells,

FORTY CENTS A YEAR.

¢ everliving Saviour passed away
varthly eyes,
I forth this great commandment from
the eager, opening skies :
6o ye, go ye, teach all nations, boldly teach
them and baptize.”

So they went, those men anointed with a power
from on high ;

So they went, to rrs and hunger, to the
mob's vindietive ery ;

Went to suffer racking tortures and teium
phantly to di

All their life was but one purpose, that the life
of Christ should he

Spread abroad among carth’s millions as the
waters Hll the sea,

So the heroes died, and dying, left their task
for you and me,

Children of the saints and martyrs, with all
peace and plenty blest,

What obedience are we giving to the Saviour's
last behest ?

What desire, what self-denial, thought and
prayer, and eager zest ¥
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In the stead of what the martyrs bore through
many a conflict drear,

In the stead of homeless wanderings, bitter
fightings, cruel fear

Ab, the shamne !—we modern Christians give
Just forty eents a year

Forty cents a year to open all the eyes of all
the blind

Forty cents a year to gather all the
Christ would find !

Forty cents a year to carry hope and joy to all
mankind

wt whom

Worthy followers of the prophets, we who hold
our gold so dear

True descendants of the martyrs, Christ held
far and coin held pear !

Bold co-workers with the Almighty—with our
forty ce

88 vear

See amid the darkened nations what the signs
of promise are,

Fires of love and truth enkindled, burning
feebly, sundered far ;

a gleam and there a glimmer of that holy

Christmas star

See the few, our saints, our heroes, battling
bravely, hand to hand,

Where the myriand-headed horrors
possess the land,

Striving, one against a million, to obey our
ord’s command !

the pit

Christians have you he .rd the story, how the
basest man of men
Flung his foul, accursed silver in abhorrence
back again
“Thirty pieces” was the purchase of the
er th

Lord's Rex

Now-—its forty cents, in copper, for the Saviour
has grown che: P
Now |u sell our Luul and Master we need
only stay
Now-—the cursed Judas money is the money
that we keep. :

THE PASTOR AND MISSIONS

So important was this subject regarded
that it was discussed by four
spenkers, The discussion was opened
by Dr. Julius W. Millard, of Balti
more, He pointed out that the result
of a hundred years of effort on the
part of the Christian Church was that
five million heathen had been converted,
leaving nine hundred and ninety-five
millions who were still in ignorar
The Christian people seemed dead to llm
dreadful responsibility, The layman was
intrusted with the stewardship of money,
the pastor with the stewardship of facts
and forces. How to arouse the Church
to a holy zeal for the salvation of the
world was the problem of foreign mis
sions, and as by their inactivity the pas
tors were responsible for past failure, so
by their co-operation they would form
the greatest factor in solving the prob
lem, The ulw.ka then made a plea for
the earnest, “old-fashioned ” preaching
which would develop a missionary atmos.
phere in the churches so real that even
the casual worshippers would be attract-
ed by it, and the pastor should have
two objects, first, to supply the money,
and then to find the men and women to go
a8 missionaries.  Instead of nineteen il
lions annually, the Christian world ought
to give ten times that amount, for the
Protestant nations were .;mm-nl with
unprecedented wealth,

e

WORK IN CHINA,

Rev. Howard ylor, of the China
Inland Mission, son of Rev. Hudson
Taylor, gave some interesting informa-
tion about China. He said that when
his father went to China half a century
ago there were 300 Christian Chinese in

the world,  In 1866 there were 3,000, In
IR77 there were 13,000,  In 1890 there
were 40,000 adult Protestant Christians
in full fellowship. In 1898 the number
had grown to 80,000, in 1900 to 100,000.
In addition there were helievers who
could not join, eatechumens, children,
ete,, who would bring the number of
Protestants up to 250,000,  In addition,
a powerful lavening was going on all

over China in all g
in the Imperial Palace. The Chinese
Christian community for a quarter of a

les of society, even

century had doubled itself every eight
VeAars, At that rate, by 1950 there
would be as many church members in
China  as there are now in  North
Ameriea, about sixteen millions.  And,

Dr. Taylor added, the need is instant
NEED OF A FORWARD MOVEMENT

The Friday evening meeting was one
of the gr
dreds of people were turned away from the

atest of the Convention. Hun

JOHN R. MOTT,

Hall, and the Metrop
also crowded

John R. Mott, the first speaker of the
evening, did not say * Brethren,” or
“Ladies and Gentlemen.” He took it
for granted that the « ates knew to
whom he was talking, and, avoiding a
flowery introduction, he went right into
ln~»||l.|m( “The Needs and Means of a
G

itan Church was

Forward Movement in the Work
angelizing.” The pith of his address

was “thers is great need ” and those
were his first words,  He first went over
what he described as an abundant ground
ment in the results of the
past two generations, one generation, or
even ten years, “There is sufficient

he snid, * to banish discouragement and
pessimism.”  Then he drew another pic-
ture, comparing the number of those
reached in the various non-Christian
countries which he named, with the num-
ber of those not reached, and who there-
fore should be reached. He then pro
ceeded to assail the argument that
onary work should begin where
charity is popularly supposed to begin.
He was willing to place himself on re-

for encourag
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cord as saying that he knew of no cities
in North America where were such
vortices of temptation as were to be
found in the cities of the non-Christian
world.  Going into the subject of these
evils, he named opium as one, and spoke
of “imported scepticism from the West

He bewailed the subtle and insidious
spirit of eriticism and unbelief in Chris
tiann countries and Christian churches,
“The Christians who are living,” he said,
“must take the gospel to the living non
Christians, Dead Christians can’t do it
The Christians who are to come after us
can't do it.  Obviously it is the work of

each generation of Christinns to ev

lize its own generation of non Christian
To help this Forward Movement, Mr

Mott told his hearers to take back with

them to their colleges, churches and

missions all that they had learned at th

convention and think well over it. The

must be first the desire, such as

hold of ¢

Then there must be wise plans an

s life and aims and am)

GENEROUS GIVING,

The more materinl needs came under
consideration when Mr. Mott announced
that to successfully earry on the Student
Volunteer work it would be necessary to
increase the expenses from 216,000 to
£20,000.  Anarmy of distributors equip
ped with thousands of cards, which upon
examination proved to be promissory
notes, set to work all over the hall, and
the delegates were invited and exhorted
to give. The familiar texts on the sub
ject were read out and a prayer offered.
he cards, as soon as they were filled in,
were collected and taken to the front of
the hall.  Mr. Mott read the amounts on
many of them as they came in
he came to two successive cards for
each there was an outburst of umnluuw
Instantly his hand went up,

“Let us,” he said “ thank God.”

Later he announced that the returns
had totalled up to £13,808.75

At the Metropolitan Church about
$£2,000 was contributed. As these sub
seriptions are to be paid annually for four
years, the total amount given was about

LESSONS FROM MASTER MISSIONARIES

was Bishop Galloway’s subject, on which
he delivered one of the most eloquent
addresses of the Convention. He said
that the personal character of the mis
sionary messenger determined the power
of his message. The gospel was not
merely the faith delivered unto the saints,
but the gospel illustrated by the saint
Doctrine must be transmuted into life
before it hecomes a power. He was
thankful that when the ages eall, the
heroes always come.

The great missionaries of the past have
(1) Enlarged the sense of responsibility
in the Church. (2) Have helped to
abolish arbitrary and unseriptural dis
tinctions between the work at home and
the work abroad. (3) Taught us new
lessons of personal consecration. (4) Have
enlarged the expectations of the Church.
are no longer startled when we
hear of great things.

In closi g, the speaker described in brief
the lives of several noted missionaries,
and spoke particularly of Rev. William
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Carey.  He said that while few people
v d to see the homes of all the great
herves in Indian  histo hundreds of
visitors to India asked to be allowed to
visit the grave of Rev. William Carey

ROOM FOR EDUCATION
Harland  Page Beach, the Educa-

tional Secretary of the Volunteer Move
ment, discusse

“The place in colleges
and theological seminaries of the study of
the extension of Christ’s kingdom,”

He then argued for the introduction of
missionary lectures in the
seminaries and colleges, and said that
during his four years at Yale he had
never been told of the animal man in
Africa, the animal woman in China, or
the animal child of Indin, although he
had been taught of many other animals
The subject of missions could be intro
duced into the college or seminary with

theological

A perfect sense of safety and a
realization that the seminary
was the best place for such a
subject.  The speaker closed
with a general history of the
growth of the students’ unions
educational institutions

BISHOP THOBURN

At Carlton Street Church on
Sunday evening, Bishop Thoburn
gave a short review of his work
in India, which was intensely
interesting.

When a lad of seventeen he
read a young men
calling for volunteers to go to
foreign fields, which sc strongly
impessed him that, although
having no inclination for the
k, the idea of a missionary’s
life was implanted in his mind,
and when five years later, having
graduated from college and be g
ordained as a preacher, he read
in a newspaper a call for six
young men for the foreign field,
he felt that he was to be one
of that number. He vowed to
God that if the call were made
clear, if the Church sanctioned
it, he would go. Thinking the
approval of the Church should
come through the presiding elder,
he made an appointment with
him, and was much startled
when meeting him to be told that
the presiding elder had that morning
suggested his name to a certain Bishop
Jones, who had been inquiring for suita-
ble young men for work in India. This
he took as a direct answer to his prayer,
and upon kneeling to commune with God,
such a feeling of peace and joy filled his
heart that he rose from his knees fully
satisfied that his call ‘was of God. His
mother’s consent, which he had feared
would be difficult to obtain, was readily
given, for she, too, felt that his going
was in accordance with the will of God,

So having the approval of God, of the
Church and his mother, he started with
nine other persons for India, landing in
Calcutta after a voyage which, while
taking them one hundred and twenty-
seven days, was now accomplished in
twenty. On landing, they started for
their station, eight hundred miles away,
and found upon arriving that their charge

lecture to
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was to consist of seventeen million people.
This was felt to be altogether too large a
field for thirteen missionaries However,
they were shown that while it was nec
sary for those working on the eastern

8

side of the Ganges to learn three lan
guages only one was necessary for them.
Forty years have gone by and now Bishop
Thoburn is joint superintendent of In lia,
with the whole of Indin and Malaysia
for his field, and missionary workers in
Southern Asia nbw use twenty-eight lan
guages, while the twenty five thousand
miles of railway which have been built
have simplified the work

Bishop Thoburn was sent to « moun

tainous provinee where the nearest station
was five days’ journey away
morning, nearly discouragec
ing from Isaiah, “and the spirit be poured
upon us from on high,” and the grace of

One Sunday

, he was road

God was poured upon his heart in such

BIBHOP GALLOWAY
OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH SOUTH

abundance that in after years, when
tempted to feel discouraged, the remem-
brance of that morning would prove to
him afresh that his work was of God and
therefore could not fail. After two years
spent here Bishop Thoburn left a chu
of thirteen members Returning twent
seven years later he found eight hundred
Christians and believers, God would yet
let him see the day when the number
will be eight thousand. In Northern
India, where he next labored, there were
50,000 low caste people. The particular
vice of these people is one which unless
done under legal forms is looked upon in
civilized countries as one of the worst
crimes, namely stealing, and when one
Sunday morning Bishop Thoburn, looking
over the number to whom he was going
to adm ter the sacrament, saw a man
who only a few weeks before had been
conyicted of stealing, he felt discouraged,
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forgetting that the man to whom our
dying Saviour said, “This day shalt thou
be with me in Paradise,” was a thief,
He has since learned to ordain as O
tian missionaries two of the number who
that day knelt before him, the son of
another is now presiding elder, while a
third is engaged in coaching the sons of
Mahommedans in a Christian school

n o territory east of the Ganges,
which visited for the first time
in 1889 by Bishop Thoburn, Bishop
Parker, and th other  workers,
there is now an annual conference, and
forty thousand Christians In 1885
Bishop Thoburn, accompanied by Dr.
Oldbrom, started for Singapore, to estab
lish & mission there. On arriving they
were met by a Presbyterian missionary,
who took them to hisown home, where they
remained during their three weeks in the
place.  From the work started there has
sprunga Chinese shelter, schools,
# Deaconess Home, an English
church, fifteen hundred dollars
of the cost being given by a
Chinaman, who, the hop
complained, would not be allow-
ed by the authorities at Wash.
mgton to visit him in America,

was

RESOURCES OF THE CHURCH.

One of the gr
of the

atest speeches
Convention, by
,» was that deliv

) et B Speer, the
Preshyterian layman, in Massey
Hall, on Saturday
the “ Abounding *Resources of
the Christian  Church,” Mp,
Speer spoke of the fact that
the Christian nations had greatly
inereased in their
nature, and consequently in
wealth, and he attributed this
to the increasing trust which God
reposed in man.  He first dealt
with the meterial resources of
the Christian Church, and took
for the purpose of comparison
the wealth of Germany, Great
Britain, Canada, and the United
States,  Without a book, with-
ouc a note, Mr. Speer stood
there and told of the heaped-up
wealth of these countries, count-
ed by billions and millions, and
compared it with the scanty gifts
to the Church and missions.
Only a few of the most striking of these
tigures which the speeker piled up moun
tuins high, can be quoted. The Govern
ment revenues of these four countries
amounted to $1,774,000,000 per year, or
more than the revenue of the entire
heathen world. Their bank deposits
were $932,000,000, or more than the
entire gifts of the Church for four and a
half centuries. The bank clearings in
the United States for the first eleven
months of 1901 were %0 enormous that
at the present rate of giving for missions
the Church would take 6,300 years to
give this amount. The figures of the cost
of war were of course appalling, and Mr,
Speer did not spare the lash. Taking
only one figure, England and the United
States had spent in the last th years
in the Philippines and South Africa
enough to keep an army of 40,000 mis-
sionaries at work for the next generation,
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But, if this might be pointed out as not
having anything directly to do with the
wealth of the Christian Church, he took
some figures from the Church itself, The
Episcopalians of New York were putting
up a fifteen-million-dollar cathedral, the
cost of which would keep a thousand
missionaries at work for fifteen y

Assuming that the Protestant communi
cants of these four countries had only a
proportionate share of their total wealth,

BISHOP J. M. THOBUAN

then they possessed £66,000,000,000. Of
this they had not given one three
thousand five hundredth part to missions
The Protestant communicants of the
United States added to their savings last
year £725,000,000, and of this they had
not given a twelfth part of a tithe to
Christian work. If the Protestant com
municants of England and the United
States gave a tithe not of their income,
but of their savings, there would be four
times as much mone

Y 88 was necessary,
The resources of men were then dealt
with. These nations gave one man out
of every 150 for war; one out of every
1,000 for missions would give an army of
200,000 men. The British army in South
Africa was three times as large as would
be necessary to evangelize the world.
The whole world was governed politically
and industrially by the Christian nations.

Then in staggering array Mr. Speer
passed before his audience the immense
resources of the Church in its five hundred
missionary societies, ninety-five universi-
ties, with a student population greater
than Ge many, its schools in heathen
lands, its hospitals, churches, mission
stations, and fleet of 60 missionary ships
and steamers. The speaker then passed
on to consider the abounding wealth the
Christian Church had in moral resources,
its power of great ideas, its abhorrence
of hypoerisy.

Lastly, there were the spiritual re
sources, the power of God with them, the
power of the Holy Spirit, the power of
sacrifice, of prayer, and the greatest
power of all—of Jesus Christ. Take
away all power of wealth, of men, of
machinery, take aw all moral power,
and the Christian Church could conquer
with its spiritual power alone, Were
they ready to put it to the test! The
climax up to which Mr, Speer worked by
arraying all these powers, piling them
one on top of the other, and then brush
ing them all aside as utterly inconsequen
tial, and urging the Church to go in and
conquer with its unestimated spiritual
powers and resources, was most effective
It is certain that if a call for volunteers
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had been made at the close of this address
half the delegates would have stood up.

NUGGETS FROM THE ADDRESSES,
What is needed to-day is not so much
leaders as laborers,—Rev. Dr. Stephenson
A stay-at-home
Christianity at all
enson, D.D,

Prayer in the sense in which we know

Ohristianity is no
Rev. J. Ross Steph

it has no existence in the heathen world

Bishop Thohurn

We are engaged in a great conflict, in
which, if we all unite, there will Le a
great victory.— Principal Caven.

Mr. Mott quoted Archbishop Whately's
saying: “If my faith be false I am bound
to change it. If it be true I am bound
to propagate it.”

The missionary sent out to preach the
y and constantly

pel is more critic
studied than the
Bishop Galloway

A man of my acqaintance, when enter.
Ing upon any new enterprise was accus
tomed to say, “Soul, honor bright! is
this for the glory of God 1" erything
we do should De for His glory.—/Res
Elmore Harris,

on the Hills of Tang.

Every man, no matter how debased,
has within him the possibility, and above
him the promise of redemption. — Rev. W,
R. Hotchkiss, Missionary to Africa.

The true pastor does not believe that
missions are a good thing for the Church,
but he considers that the missionaryenter
prise is the chief end of the Church.—
Rev. W. W. Millard.

Our fathers did a good deal more for
missions than we sometimes give them
credit for, and perhaps more than we
should have done had we been in their
place.

The world knows nothing about God
except what was revealed by Jesus Christ,
and the world will only know Jesus
Christ by what is seen of His spirit and
character in His disciples. — Bishop
Thoburn,

Stand all your heroes in line, and the
inspired heroism and enthusiasm of God's
servants and missionaries shames them
all.  The British soldiers in South Africa
who had fallen were inspired to reckless
daring when they thought on the thous
ands of eyes turned on them at home,
and the War Office that would gazette
them for honors. This daring or heroism,
however, was not to be compared with

J. Ross Stevenson.
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the sacrifice of God's messengers, who go
into the hospitals and around fever beds
to relieve the distress of His suffering
children.— Bishop Galloway,

Bishop Thoburn, in speaking for the
107 missionaries present at the conven
tion, said that if the church members of
the United States and Canada would give
one dollar per annum to foreign missions,
there would be nothing in the way of
winning 10,000,000 converts from heath
endom in the next ten years

There are more weeping eyes, more
scorching hearts, more people bowed
down by grief, in Pekin than in any other
city of her size in the world. When the
people of China are good, they are ver
good ; when they are bad, the
bad, They are good on a large scale,

bad on a lurge seale ; for China is a land
of great things,—Dr. Ament,

Mr. Mott’s closing words at the Sun
day evening meeting were v
sive,

y impres
His charge to the convention was
Like Spurgeon, he
wanted five hundred Elijahs on as many
Mount Carmels to pray for the speedy
angelization of the world. “The great
est sin that you and I can commit,

to pray, pray, pray

said
he, “is the omission of prayer.”

I was awakened the other morning
about four o'clock in my room, by a little
voice just beside my bed in the dark,
asking for a drink. I got the little lad a
drink, and he lay quiet a moment, and
then he said :

“ Father, may T sing myself. to sleep 1
And T said

“Yes, little boy, go ahead.”

But soon he got up so much enthusiasm
that T told him he had better stop, or
none of the rest of us could sleep. Then
he was quiet awhile, but soon 1 heard his
little voice again in the perfect stillness
of the night

*“Father, have you got your face turned
towards me!”  And I said

“Yes, little boy,” and the darkness
was as the light of day to him. But are
we in this light to-day, are we conscious
that our Father's face is turned towards

WARRY WADE WICKS.
E.  cutive Secretary,

us? Do we live in the blessed light of His
countenance to-day *—Robert E. Speer.

God has been holding the greatest of
His regiments in reserve and has a place
in His plan for Ch The spirit of
enquiry and reform is abroad. She is
not going to be dissolved, and Great
Britain and America must stand together
to lead her millions into the clear light.—
Dr. Baldwin.
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ITEMS OF INTEREST,

There are 600,000 young men in the col
leges of the world, and 70,000 of them
have become associated with the World's
Students’ Union,

Fifty different denominations were re
presented at the convention, but there
was not a jarring note of disagreement
from beginning to end.

The spirit of the movement is seen in
the fact that it constantly seeks to
develop the spiritual life of the institu
tions in which it operates.

Nearly 2,000 missionaries have gone to
the field from among the Student Volun-
teers, and are scattered throughout,
all parts of the non-Christian world,

By means of its travelling
secretaries, the Student Volun
teer movement has touched more
than 800 institutions of learning
during the past four years

Hon. 8. B. Capen, said that
Chieago spent twenty millions a
year for amusements, while the
churches of that city only gave
a few thousands for missions,

Twenty-two countries were
vepresented at the conventio
82 secretaries of different Mis
sionary Boards were present, 70
Y.M.C.A. secretaries, 28 editors,
and 107 returned missionaries,

Mr. Mott thought that the in-
fluence of the convention would
be felt in every university on
the continent in the next four years, and
that the number who would volunteer
as a result of the convention would be
as high as 500.

A peculiar feature of the entire pro-
gramme was the refusal to announce
speakers beforehand. No one knew who
would deliver the address of the evening.
Many conjectures were made, but these
were more often wide of the mark than
correct,

At the first convention of the movement
held in Cleveland, in 1891, there were
680 delegates, representing 151 institu-
tions. In 1898 at Cleveland there wa
an attendance of 2,200, from 461 institu-
tions, In 1902 at Toronto there were
nearly 3,000 delegates from 465 institu-
tions,

An interesting feature of the conven-
ticn was the Educational Exhibit in the
basement of Massey Hall. The exhibit
included a fine display of missionary
publications, a model library for the
missionary, a collection of articles useful
on the field, many of which are not
usually thought of by the candidate, and
of materials for mission study classes,

The motto of the Student Volunteer
Movement is: “The evangelization of the
world in this generation,” and is thus ex-
plained by Mr. Mott : “If the Gospel is
to be preached to all men, it obviously
must be done while they are living. The
evangelization of the world in this gen-
eration, therefore, means the preaching
of the Gospel to those who are now liv.
ing. To us who are rosponsible for
preaching the Gospel it means in our
lifetime ; to those to whom it is to be

DR, HOWARD TAYLOR,
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preached, it means in their lifetime, The
unevangelized, for whom we as Christians
are responsible, live in this generation,
and the Christians, whose duty it is to
present Christ to them, live in this gen-
eration.  The phrase “in this gener.
ation," therefore, strictly speaking, has
a different meaning for each person. In
the last analysis, if the world is to be
evangelized in this or an y generation, it
will be because a sufficient number of
individual  Christians  rec gnize and
assume their personal obligation to the
undertaking.”

INCIDENTS,

Bishop Galloway very effec ively used
an incident of the riots in China as an
illustration of unity of efiort among the

nations in carrying on aggressive work
for Christ. During the siege of Pukin
an old English gun was mounted on an
Austrian carriage, loaded with Russian
shot, and fired by an American gunner,

A delegate who had been staying in
Parkdale spent some time in carving on
a telegraph pole on King street a square
enclosing the words “ God is Love,” The
conspicuous location of the little text
and the unusual method employed by the
delegate to bring it before the passers by
has had the desired result of giving many
careless observers something to think
about,

“Well, this is one way of establishing
international  good fellowship,” said a
visiting delegate to a friend after he had
given a hearty good-bye to his hostess
and her daughter, “T felt rather mean
at having to inconvenience any one, but
these Canadians have a way of making
you feel 50 much at home that you feel
more like a stray ray of sunshine on a
stormy day than a visiting nuisance,”

One of the most thrilling incidents of
the convention oceurred during the
speech of W, R, Hotehkiss, missionary
to Africa. He told how he had sought
for years for the word in the African
tongue with which to express to the
benighted savages the idea of a Saviour,
and how rejoiced he had been to find it,
¢ “I have had African fever
twenty times, have been attacked by
lions three times and by rhinoceros twice,
have lived fourteen months without see-
ing a piece of bread, have heen subjected
to starvation and all kinds of hardships ;
but I would be willing to go through it all

MRS. HOWARD TAYLOR
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again for the sake of experiencing the
Joy of preaching the Saviour to those
who needed Him so much,”

SOME CONVENTION STORIES,

Bishop Thoburn, in his address in
Carlton Street Church, confessed that he
was a believer in dreams and visions.
Upon one oceasion he was on a ship
together with three other missionaries,
approaching - Singapore.  They were
greatly needing help and encouragement.
During the night previous to their land
ing a Presbyterian elder in Singapore
had a dream, when he saw the ship on
which the missionaries were sailing, and
recognized its name. He also clearly
saw the four men on the vessel who
seemed to need his help. So impressed
was he with the dream that
early next morning he was at
the wharf looking for the ship.
It had was
coming, and sure enough it was
the very vessel he had seen in
his dream, and there, too, were
the four missionaries. He took
them to his own home and en
tertained them for three weeks,
and greatly assisted in their
work

Rev. W. W. Millard, of Balti-
more, told of a church which
each published a report
which included these items :
Number of members received on
profession of faith 0, number
received by letter 0, number
removed 8 numby died 4,
Amount given to Home M ms noth
ing, amount given for F 1 Missions
nothing, To this ins ing information
was generally appended the sentence :
* Brethren pray for us that we may
prove faithful to the end.” The speaker
thought this a most appropriate request,
for * the end” would be sure to come
quickly.

not arrived, but

Bishop Thoburn told of stopping over
night with a B op whom he discovered
early in the ing, in the blacking of his
(Thoburn’s) boots. He protested against,
such menial servic being performed by
so high a dignitary, but to no avail.
Some time afterward the question of the
Master's command to * wash one another’s
feet” came up for discussion, Bishop
Thoburn thought that, expressed in the
language of to.day it meant, “black ye
one another’s boots,”

Prebendary Fox related a striking
story of a friend of his. He was an
artist, who sought to put his thought of
a homeless one upon the canvas, e
pictured a woman wandering through the
Street on a winter's evening, The wind
drove the snow and sleet in her face,
and what protection she might have had
against it was wrapped about the babe
which she held closely to her bosom
The high stone walls rose on either hand,
the doors were closed, and the stray ray
of light that here and there escaped only
intensified the dreary loneliness, The
artist was possessed with his subject, and
suddenly it all became real to him, He
dropped his brush and cried out, “ My
God, why am 1 here painting while there
arc those on the street actually perish-
ing” He left his profession and gave
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himself to work among the outcasts of
London, and afterwards went to Africa,
as a missionary under the auspices of the
Church Missionary Society of which Rev.
Mr, Fox is Secretary.

PROMINENT SPEAKERS,

The Evening Telogram says : “Undoubt-
edly the man of the Convention has been
Mr. R. E. Speer—young, vigorous and
magnetic, a man with a strong face and
pleasing voice, who seemed able to touch
hearts as no other man could,”

John R. Mott made a splendid chair-
man. He is a young man with a pleasing,
although somewhat stern appearance, and
an excellent voice, With the skill of a
general he managed the programme, and
was always master of the situation.

Dr. Ament, of China, is one of the
heroes of the Boxer Rebellion. His name
became known in Canada through the
attack made upon him and other Chinese
missionaries by Mark Twain, which
reacted upon the American humorist,
and discredited him as a critic of missions
and missionaries. Ament told a sad
but interesting story.

Mr. Mott spoke of Bishop Thoburn as
sionary statesman, prophet and
" The Bishop was oue of the
most interesting speakers on the pro-
gramme. Possessing no oratorical gifts,
in a quiet and most unaffected manner he
talked to the people and they listened
with rapt attention, and wanted to hear
him again. The Bishop has given forty
years of faithful s ce in India

The Toronto Star thus characterized
Bishop Galloway : *“ One did not need to
be told that Bishop Galloway is a Metho
dist, and notan Anglican dignitary, He
is one of the great orators of the Metho-
dist-Episcopal Chureh in the South, and
in his veins is the warm blood of both
Church and country. His address wag
powerful.  He has great gifts for popular
effect—the voice, the temperament, the
imagination, the li rary sense—and
training and experience have given him
power.

Dr. Potts is a fine type of an Irish
orator and Methodist preacher. He has
the physique, the temperament, and the
voice of an orator, and his sentences
balance themselves for effective utter.
ances.  His treatment of a subject is on
a large scale, and there is a warm, genial
glow in his address.  Again and again he
was applauded, and his recitation, in clos-
ing his address, of part of )lnn(golm-ry'n
hymn, “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,”
was answered with evident enthusiasm
by the audienc Toronto Star,

&
re

Prebendary Fox, of England was one
of the most prominent figures at the Con
vention. He was born in India, and
possesses a natural love and sympathy
for her people.  But failing health and
wdvancing age forced him to make his
home in England, where he is still able to
do much for the salvation of the people
of the land of his birth. His venerable
appearance, refined featu cultured
speech and sympathetic voice demanded

for him a most attentive hearing, while
his subject matter was of the most vital
interest.

WHAT THE PAPERS SAID.

It was one of the ftinest and most
virile conventions ever held in Toronto.—
Saturday Night.

Even the most jaded convention-goers
of Toronto, and the most unconcerned
citizens, have been shaken out of their
lethargy by the great assembly which
has been meeting in Toronto this week, —
Toronto News,

Writing with all the pulse of that con
vention still beating strong in his veins,
one cannot help saying that this Student
Volunteer meeting at Toronto compassed
greater Christian potentiality than any
other assemblage ever convened on this
continent. That may sound perfervid to
some who were not present there; no-
body in attendance will dispute it.—
Nolan R. Best, in Chicago Interior.

Frankly, this Student Volunteer busi-
ness has more bottom and brains and
body to it than any university Greek
Letter Society or political club or lodge
or order that claims the time and atten
tion of our clever young men. The plat
form in Massey Hall these days com-
mands a farther skyline of life and ser-
vice than any place in Legislature or
Parliament. The real statesmen are
—Toronto Star.

We have had
young people’s societies, whose delega-
tion outnumbered this gathering,. We
have had world'wide denominational
assemblies like the Pan-Presbyterian
Council. We have had inter-denomina-
tional conferences like the Evangelical
Allian; But this ednvention represent-
ed more possibility and potentiality than
any gathering of any kind we have ever
seen in Canada.—Zhe Westminster.

conventions of

NUGGETS.
The forces of e
terribly in earnest. The opium curse in
Asia, the gambling curse of South
America, caste, infidelity, scepticism, hold
their victims with a grip that challenges
admiration. We must lock arms with
them in confliet, and put strength into it
if we mean to conquer.—John R. Mott.
The Church is asleep. Not individuals
in the Church, not congregations, but the
Church as a whole has not awaked to the
momentous issues of the work to which
she is being so urgently called. The
Church knows nothing of that passion
for souls by which Christ was marked,
and by which all who imbibe the true
spirit are also marked.— Rev. Dr. Millard,

1 are in earn

DENOMINATIONAL CONFERENCE.

On the afternoon of Friday, the differ-
ent denominations met together in
separate gatherings for the purpose of
considering their own work. The Con-
ference of the Methodist Church in Can-
ada was held in the Metropolitan Church,
and was well attended.

Rev. Dr. Sutherland, Rev. Dr. Carman,
and Rev. Dr., Henderson occupied seats
on the platform, and Drs. Sutherland
wnid Henderson delivered sh addresses,
Most of the time was taken up with a
general discussion, in which a large num-
ber took part in an informal way. Rev,
Dr.  Hart, returned missionary from
China, was present and gave an interest-
ing talk on the needs and prospects of
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our work in that country. Dr. F. C.
Stephenson suggested that the life of
Dr. Hart should be written, and a large
number of those present agreed with him.

In answer to a question, Rev. Dr,
Sutherland stated in the most positive
manner that he did not believe that the
Young People’s Forward Movement had
not at all interfered with the receipts of
the General Fund, but on the contrary
wherever the campaign had been most
thoroughly carried on there the General
Fund had shown a gratifying increase.
Mrs. (Dr.) Carman strongly urged hold-
ing monthly missionary prayer meetings.
She thought that the Church could easily
double its givings in this way.

Rev. 8. E. Marshall thought that pas-
tors should preach at least once a quarter
on missions,

Rev. Mr. Spencer favored a sermon
once a month.

Rev. Dr. Sutherland at the close sum
med up the general consensus of opinion
on the subjects discussed, as follows

I. The Forward Movement should
work steadily with the General Board

2. The principle of systematic giv g
should be extended to the Church and
Sunday-school.

3. The work of stirring up interest on
the districts should be done by both pas-
tors and student campaigners.

4. We must increase the circulation of
our missionary literature.

5. We must seek to disabuse the
minds of the people of the idea that be-
cause a book or paper is religious it
should be given away.

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE FIELD,

It was an impressive scene at the clos-
ing meeting on Sunday evening when
Chairman Mott asked those who intended
to go forth as missionaries during the
year to stand in a body and tell why
they were going. The cablegrams had
been messages coming in from heathen
lands, the 150 students who promptly
responded to Mr. Mott's call were the
answers to the Macedonian cry from the
far-away peoples of the earth. In a
sentence the Student Volunteer gave his
or her intended field and resson for go-
ing. Some of the many replies which
Mr. Mott caught up and repeated from
the platform were as follows : “China,
because I believe God is leading me.”
“North China, because of the great
need.” “China, because the Lord says
80."  “(Calcutta, because of Harvard’s
obligation to the students of the East.”
“ Philippines, because I have Christ; T
can go, and therefore I must go.”
' West China, because I could not say no
to God’s call.” Commenting on this re-
ply, Mr. Mott said “ That's right. It
means mighty serious business to ¢ isobey
God's call; it means a stunted life! Five
students pronounced for Japan on: after
the other, China seemed to be tlie sec-
ond country in the estimation of the
volunteers Other countries to which
one or more of the delegates promised to
g0 were Peru, Turkey, West Africa,
Congo Free State, Mexico, Egypt, and
India.  Mr. Mott forbore asking for
more volunteers; cards were distributed
to the delegates which they will sign,
if after calm conviction, and as a result
of the convention, they decide to become
missionaries. Mr. Mott stated on Satur-
day that he expected 1,000 delegates to
respond favorably in this manner. The
impression created upon the convention
on Sunday evening by the 150 volunteers
was more powerful than any address de-
livered during the last days,
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The Daily Portion.

“Unto every one that entereth the
house of the Lord, his daily portion.”
You have been looking ahead and have
been fretting because you know not how
the supply will come, how you can ever
o through this or that trial or sacrifice,
Beloved, God never said, Look ahead ;
God said, Look up.  God never said,
Look around; He only said, Look into
the holy of holies. God never said, Look
down ; He only said, Look into the face
of the living God. “ Look unto me, and
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.”
As we look beyond to-day and say, “How
can T expect that in the wear and tear of
daily life this holy peace is to be sus
tained 1" the answer is, “ Unto every one
that entereth into the house of the Lord,
his daily portion.”—H. W. Webb Peploe,

Saintly Faces,

Sometimes, in passing through a crowd,
we see a face that attracts us by its
sweetness of expression. Perhaps it is
an old face, crowned with a glory of
hoary hairs ; yet love, joy and peace
shine out of every dot and wrinkle in it,
Sometimes it is a young face that beams
with health and purity and beauty. But,
whether old or young, when we see that
unmistakable soullight in a face we
know that the heart behind it is pure,
the life is good, and that the body thus
illuminated is the temple of the Holy
Spirit. To keep the mind occupied with
good, pure, useful, beautiful and divine
thoughts precludes the possibility of
thinking about, and thus being tempted
by, things sinful, low, or gross, It is
because Paul knew this that he says so
earnestly : Finally, brethren, whatso-
ever things are true, whatsoever things
are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are of good report, . think
on these things.” In the well-formed
habit of thinking pure thoughts lies the
secret of being pure in heart ; and in the
daily and nightly meditation in the law
of the Lord is a safeguard against many
of the sins which defile the carnal heart
and debase and blacken the countenance,
—AScottish Reformer.

Pruning.‘

“T wish you would look at this climb-
ing rose of mine,” said the amateur gar-
dener to his friend, the florist, “ It is a
fine Gloire de Dijon, grafted on a strong
root of some ordinary variety of rose,
which ought to give it a good growth,
But it grows very slowly, and will not
bloom at all.”

“T can guess what is the matter,” said
the florist ; and he went down on his
knees and began to remove the earth
from around the root, Sure enough, just
below the surface, hidden safely from
view, the root had sent out a long straight
shoot, which found its way to the sun

several feet away, and was already open
ing a few leaves, The florist took out
his knife and out it off close to the root,
“Now your Gloire de Dijon will grow
and bloom,” he said.  “ Or if it doesn’t,
just examine the root, and cut off the
new suckers it is trying to send out. You
see, the root remembers its old nature,
and goes back to it.” Tt will never give
its full strength to the graft unless you
watch it and cut it back steadily. But
if you will do that, you will have a glo-
rious rose, for it is a strong stock,”

Was it not a parable of human nature

that the rose taught ! The spiritual life
is not the natural life of any of us,
A secret sin beneath the surface—how
many times it has roined and killed the
spiritual life of a man or woman! How
many stunted, sickly, blossomless Chuis-
tians need pruning at the roots ! Is there
not a lesson for us all in the florist’s
knife, if we are willing to apply it 1—
Forward,

Discipline.

There is not a single person who reads
these lines who has not had some bitter
cups pressed to their lips. No Jjourney
to the heavenly Canaan is trodden with
out some Marahs on the road. The
power and the glory of Christ's grace is
in sweetening the draught. I have often
sat down beside a child of God who had
in her hand a bitter cup of trial, but the
sweet breath of Jesus has turned the bit-
terness into such a blessing that she
tastes the love of Jesus in every drop.
Grand old Richard Baxter, after a life of
constant suffering, exclaimed, “0, my
God, T thank Thee for a bodily discipline
of eight and fifty years!” That noble
and consecrated layman, Harlan Page, of
New York, during his last illness uttered
these triumphant words: “ A bed of pain
is a precious place when we have the
presence of Christ. God does not send
one unnecessary affliction. Lord, T thank
Thee for suffering, 1 deserve it ; let me
not complain or dictate. I commit my-
self to Thee, O Saviour, and to Thy infi-
nite love ! T stop my mouth and lie low
beside Thee.” 8o did victorious grace
build up that blood redeemed soul fas ter
than disease was pulling down the frail
tenement in which it dwelt. And
through the rents which coming death
was making, heaven’s glory shone in with
a rapturous radiance. These were splen-
did testimonies, 1 earnestly hope that
in many chambers of sickness or houses

of sorrow, they may be like the boughs*

from that tree which Moses plucked and
cast into Marah, making the waters of
bitterness sweet to thirsty drinkers, Gogd
knows best.—Z%heodore L. Cuyler, D.D,

The Fragrance of a Gentle Life.

Once in crossing a meadow T came to
a spot that was filled with fragrance.
Yet I could see no flowers, and I won-
dered whence the fragrance came. At
last I found, low down, close to the
ground, hidden by, the tall grass, innum-
erable little flowers. Tt was from these
that the fragrance came,

I enter some homes. There is a rich
perfume of love that pervades all the
place. Tt may be a home of wealth and
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luxury, or it may be plain and bare, No
matter ; it is not the house, nor the fur
niture, nor the adornment that makes
this air of sweetness, T look closely. Tt
is & gentle woman, mother or da chter,
quiet, hiding self away, from whose life
the fragrance flows. There is a wondrous
charm in a gentle spirit.  The gentle girl
in a home may not be beautiful, may not
be well educated, may not be musical or
an artist or “clever” in any way ; but
wherevor she moves, she leaves a bene-
diction,.  Her sweet patience is never
disturbed by the sharp words that fall
about her. "The children love her because
she never tires of them, She helps them
lessons, listens to their frets
and  worries, mends their broken toys,
makes dolls’ dresses, straightens out the
tangles and settles their little quarrels,
and finds time to play with them. When
there is sickness in the home, she is the
angel of comfort, Her face is always
bright with the outshining of love. Her
voice has music in it as it falls in cheer-
ful tenderness on the sufferer’s ear, Her
hands are wondrously gentle as their
soothing touch rests on the aching head,
or as they minister in countless ways
about the bed of pain,

The lives that make the world so sweet
h;

Al the humble flowers,
e hem by with our careless feot,
Nor dream ‘tis their fragrance fills the bower,

And cheers and comforts us, hour hy hour,

—J. R. Miller, D.D.
Need of More Sight.

I hear men praying everywhere for
more faith, but when I listen to them
carefully and get at the real heart of
their prayers, very often it is not more
faith at all that they are wanting, but a
change from faith to sight. “ What shall
I do with this sorrow that God has sent,
me!”  “Take it up and bear it, and get
astrength and blessing out of it.” Ah,
if T only knew what blessing there were
in it, if I saw how it would help me, then
L could bear it like a plume!” ¢ What,
shall T do with this hard, hateful duty
which Christ has laid right in my way 1"
“Do it, and grow by doing it.” «Ah,
yes; if 1 could only see that it would
make me grow.” In both these e s do
you not see that what you are begging
for is not more faith, although vou think
it is, but sight! You want to see for
yourself the blessing in the sorrow, the
strength in the hard and hateful task.
Faith says not, “1 see that it is good for
me, and s0 God must have sent it,” but
“God sent it, and so it must be good for
me.”  Faith walking in the dark with
God only prays Him to clasp its hand
wmore closely, does not even ask Him for
the lifting ‘of the darkness so that the
man may find the way himself. Mary
is all faith when she says, “ Do what He
tells you, and all must come right, simply
because He is He.” Blessed the heart
that has learned such a faith, and can
stand among men in all their doubts and
darknesses and just point to Jesus Christ
and say : “ Do His will and everything
must come right with you. I do not
know how, but T know Hir God for-
bid that I should try to lead you, but [
can put your hand in His hand, and bid
you go where He shall earry you!"—
Phillips Brooks.,

e
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Joy in Work.

Joy or delight in what we are doing is
not a mere luxury : it is a means, a help
for the more perfect doing of our work.
Indeed, it may be truly said that no man
does any work perfectly who does not
enjoy his work. Joy in one’s work is the
consummate tool without which the work
may be done, indeed, but without which
the work will always be done slowly,
clumsily, and without its finest perfect-
ness. Men who do their work without
enjoyi
with h
perbaps, and is a monument forever of
the dogged perseverance of the artist;
but there is a perpetual waste of toil, and
there is no fine result in the end. /il
lips Brooks

it are like men carving statues

hets. The statue gets carved,

Activity a Blessing.

We may
It is a ble
to do.  Some disaster overtakes us or a

overcome depression by duty

sed thing to have something

great sorrow swoops down on our spirit,
and it seems as though life ean have
nothing in store that is desirable. But
life still has its wants, it still has its
humble duties, and we take them up,
almost mechanically at first, but before
long we find that they are medicinal,
Thank God The
depression of an active spirit frequently
arises from enforced idleness It was
after John the Baptist was shut up in
prison that he sent his disciples to say
to Jesus, “ Art thou he that should come,
or do we look for another 1" Jesus did
not reproach the prophet of the wilder
ness for asking such a question. His
forerunner had not lost his faith, but his
active spirit was depressed by confine-
ment within the black wall of the moun-
tain fortress of Machaerus.—Advan

something to do

The “Go”’

Whenever a sinner is converted from
the error of his way, the Lord puts the
Gospel “ Go” into him, so that it becomes
a part of him

Zeal is a universal mark of young con
wvert life, and if he does not fall away,
Ibut continues steadfast in the faith so as
to be saved, it will distinguish his Chris
tian life to the end. The universal cry
of the saved soul is

of the Gospel.

“0 that the arms of love that encompass me
Would all mankind embrace.

To lose the Gospel “Go,” or to flag in
our zeal for souls, most certainly marks
spiritual declension. Every soul born
into the “household of faith” has his
place and work, and as certainly as he
is saved, so surely does the Holy Spirit
write upon the inner consciousness of his
soul the command, “Go work in my vine
yard to-day !

There is a mighty
as well as “Come

in the Gospel
it is first *Come,”

then “Go.” There are no finely-uphol
stered chairs in the “kingdom of God
where one may sit and “sing himself
away to everlasting bliss.” Jesus said to
“Go show thyself to
the priest,” that is, “Go, acknowledg
me in the sanctuary, and worship there
Another who was healed declared his
purpose to follow Him, but He forbade
him, and said, “Go home and witness for
me to your family and friends.” To His
disciples He said, “ Go” heal and '1!('lltll.
to believers He says, “Go into the )

the cleanse .( leper,

-
," and bring men into
to each disciple He says,

ways and hedge:
the kingdom ;
“Go to your brother or sister in Church
relationship, who has fallen away, and
plead with them to ‘repent and do the
first works,””
hushand, wife, and children ; Go to your

Go to your unconverted

neighbors, friends, and business acquain

tances ; “( o send, “into all the

world ;" be a “burning and a shining
light;” let no interrogation points be

placed after your name anywhere by any
man as to what you are, what you say,
and what you mean.

Have you carefully weighed the fact
that the *
a4 mere question of volition, but under

0" of the Gospel is not to you

neath is the authority of the King of
kings and Lord of lords, and that it is
the universal law of the kingdom which
every child of God must respect and
obey

Have you lost all interest in spiritual
things 7 Is it true that the real Gospel
Is it true
that many of you have almost ceased
from all work in the Church for souls?

Is it true that it is your highest ambi-

“Go " has gone out of you!

tion to ride on the “Gospel waggon,” have
some one to spread an umbrella over you
p off the sunshine, and wield a
if fan to keep the temperature
down, while the pastor and a few old
brothers and sisters are yoked up to the
waggon to do all the pulling and push
ing! God calls you to descend from
your high seats and work earnestly for
the upbuilding of the Church and the
conversion of the world,

Many professed Christians in our day
do not <l||~'\ the eall to labor, and many
Churches have no victories and no bless
ings, because they do not “Go,” The

“Con and the “Go” of the Gospel
have gone from them

0O, for the baptism of the Holy Spirit
on all the Churches, —Ree William Run-

yan, D.D., in Western Christian Advocate,

Live for our Children.—Frabel’s
oft quoted saying is worth again repeat
ing: “ Let us live for our children, that the
fitted for answer
ing the questions which lie in wait for it

new generation may |

juestions - hich the passing generation
can never solve,’

I¥ I can put some touches of rosy sun
set into the life of any man or woman,
then I feel that T have wrought with
Macdonald.

Di. PeNtrcost says that he never met
with a really discouraged missionaty,
Come to think of it, it is one of the rare
est things in the world to meet with a
discouraged person who is really doing

God (i eory

anything. It is the man under the
Juniper-tree who has lost heart

PROF. E. R. DOXSEE, B.A,, B.D.

EV. EGERTON R. DOXSEE, B.A.,
R BD. le a professor in Albert

College, Belleville, Ont., but in-
cldentally finds time to give consider-
able attention to Epworth League
work. He was born at Marmora,
Hastings County, in 1869. After

Prominent League Workers.

teaching school for two years, he at-
tended Victoria University, and gradu-
ated in 1892 as an honor man in
classics. While attending HighSchool
in Port Hope, he was converled at
meetings held in the Welcome Church
by his father, the minister in charge
After graduation, he preached for a
short time on the Crecy Cirenit, but
was soon appointed Professor of
Classics at Albert College. He was
elected secretary of the Belleville Dis-
trict League, when it was first organ-
ized in 1895, and so well has he done
the work that he has been retained in
office ever since. At the recent con-
vention, held in Belleville, the dele-
gates showed no desire for a change,
and Mr. Doxsee is secretary for an-
other year. Everybody feels confident
that everything that a secretary can
possibly do to make the district or-
ganization effective will be done by
the secretary of Belleville District.
Mr. Doxsee has been president of the
Bridge Street Church Epworth League,
and for the last nine years superin-
tendent of the University Church Sun-
day-school. He has always taken a
prominent and active part in the mis-
slonary work at Albert College.
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Elnecdotal.

A Big Relief.

The Dean of Norwich in a recent
speech told this story to illustrate the
new criticism as it appears among the
middle classes. A worthy timber mer-
chant announced that he was relieved to
find that he need not believe literally the
various passages in the Bible which he
had often proved to be impossible. Being
pressed to name one of these passages, he
mentioned the ark. It was, he under-
stood, 450 feet long, 70 feet broad, and
45 feet high, and was filled with live
animals,  He was convinced, therefore,
that the Israelites could not have carried
it about with them for forty years!
Pall Mall Gazette,

The Footman’s Dec'sions,

The New York Zvibune tells of the
tactful reply of the footman who, having
been impressed as umpire into a cricket
wateh in the park of an English baronet,
was obliged to render a decision against
his master.

Tn the course of the game the baronet
went in, and the second ball that was
delivered to him he stopped with his leg.
The cry of “ How's that !” was raised.

It was the footman on whom the de-
cision rested, and turning to his master,
he said, in a half-apologetic tone :

“I'm afraid I must say, ‘Not at ‘ome,
Sir John.”

‘“ Not at home 1” retorted the baronet,
“What do you mean 1"

“Well, Sir John,” replied the footman,
“if you will 'ave it, I mean you're hout ! ”

One Thing Done Well.

At the immigrant station on Ellis Ts-
land, the officers send back to their own
country all paupers who would need to
be supported by the government. Serib-
ner's Magazine describes an incident
oceurring here which shows the benefit
of being able to do one thing well,

Among others waiting examination
was a tall young Pole, about twenty
years old, who carried a black bag under
his arm.

When the young man’s turn came to
answer the inevitable question, “ How
much money have you!” he smiled and
answered frankly, “ None,”

“But don’t you know you can’t come

in here if you have no money and no
friend to speak for you! Where are
you going 1"
) “’i“z F"lnll River first. T have a friend
there. Then I shall see the whole coun-
try. I shall make money. You will
hear of me.”

The inspector proceeded rather sharp-
ly: “How will you get to Fall River!
Where will you eat and sleep to-night "

“T shall be all right,” replied the
young fellow, confidently. “With this ”
—tapping the black bag—“T can go
anywhere.”
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“ What is it 1"

The Pole laughed, and, opening the
bag, took out a cornet. It was a fine
instrument, and gave evidence of loving
care.

“Can you play it well?” asked the
officer, more kindly.

In answer, the young Pole stepped out
into an open space, and lifting the horn
to his lips, began the beautiful inter-
mezzo from * Cavalleria Rusticana.” At
the first note ev Y one in the great
building stood still and listened. The
long lines of immigrants hecame motion
less, The forlorn waiters in the pit
looked up and their faces became tender.
Even the meanest among them seemed to
feel the charm of the pleading notes,

When the music ceased there was a
burst of applause. Shouts of * Bravo !”
“Good boy!” “Give us some more
came from every side. The physicians
who had a few moments before made
their hurried and not over gentle exami
nation, joined in the applause,  The
officer who had questioned him so sharply
slapped him on the back. The com-
missioner himself had come up from his
office at the sound of the horn, and asked
for the particulars,

When he had heard them he turned to
the agent of the Fall River boats and
said, “Give this fellow a passage, includ
ing meals, and charge it to me.”

“T will charge it to myself,” said the
agent, and he took the young Pole by
the arm and led him away,

She Was Looking for a Bargain.

The desire to get as much as possible
for one's money is natural to human
nature, and so long as it is kept within
just bounds it is not especially repre-
hensible.  But there are people who
carry it so far, and who show so little
regard for the rights of others, that it is
rather refreshing to see them over-reach
themselves. The woman whose exper-
ience is described by the Chicago News
belonged to that class.

“What's the price of this basket of
grapes 17 she asked.

“Twenty-five cents, ma'am.
have it sent, or—"

“It's the lust one you've got, isn’t it?”

“Yes'm. Will you—"

“You ought to sell it for less than
that. All the good baskets have been
taken.”

“They were all alike, ma’am.”

“You needn’t tell me that. Every-
body that buys a basket of Concord
grapes lifts the lid at one side and looks
in. This one looks as if a hundred
ple had examined it. The lid’s all split.
There are bad grapes inside, too. I can
see 'em. I'm sure they were picked six
weeks ago.”

“Well, of course, ma'am, the grape
season ended several weeks ago, but
these were carefully selected and care-
fully packed for the late fall trade.
Shall I ‘

“A week ago you were selling these
same grapes for eighteen cents a basket,
and they were better then than they are
now—a great deal better. They must
have cost you just the same as these,

Will you

Will you take eighteen cents for thig
basket ! "

* Can't possibly do it, ma'am, This is
the last of twentyseven baskets we had
on hand this morning, and we sold them
all for a quarter apiece. Like to accom-
modate you, but-’

““Take twenty cents for it 7"

“One moment, please. What is it,
miss 1’

“ Well, it's cheating, but 1 suppose |
might as well—still, | think you ought
to sell it for twenty cents—can’t yon
take any léss than o quarter for the
basket 1"

“Just a moment, please.  Now, mad
am!”

“1 was only going to say that I
thought a quarter was too much for it,
but I suppose 1 may as well—"

“I beg your pardon, ma'am, but I've
Jjust sold that basket of grapes to this
little girl.  Is there anything else 1 can
show you! We have some excellent
dried fruit.”

A Nice, Thankful Qld Man.

The disposition of some men to look on
the bright side of everything was illus
trated on a far western road the other
day. An old gentleman had been an
attentive listener to the somewhat re
markable experiences of his fellow-travel-
lers, breaking into the culmination of
each anecdote with a pious ejaculation of
praise for some redeeming incident in the
subject under discussion, Finally they
8ot to setting matters up on the old man,
and telling stories in which it was hard
for him to find anything to be grateful
for; but he managed to get there each
trip, until the boys were nearly at thair
wits’ end,

“ But one of the worst T ever heard of,”
commenced one of the passengers, wink
ing at his companions to look for a
smasher—* really the worst—was on the
Savannah and Pensacola road, in 1842,
We ran into a coal train, and not a
soul escaped. No, not a soul, Every
one was killed.”

There was a moment's pause, and
every one looked at the old man to see
how he would take it,

“Thank heaven!” he exclaimed, fer-
vently.

“Thank Heaven! What for!” de
manded the relator of the story. “What
are you thanking heaven for now "

“To think you were killed by the
train,” ejaculated the old gentleman,
rolling up his eyes, «If you had been
spared, what a linr you would have been
by the time you reached your present
age. Thank Heaven for that disaster.”

After that the boys let him alone.

A TEACHER was giving a lesson on
“The Flood ” to first class the other day,
He tried in vain to get the children to
tell him shat Noah, immediately after
coming out of the ark, thanked God for
saving him. At last he said to a little

Y, 81X years of age, * Look here, George,
supposing you were drowning and 1
jumped into the dam and saved you,
what would you do?” George at once
replied, “ Dry mesself.”
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A Word to the Senior Members.

alifax,

7

It has been charged against the Ep-
worth League, and reiterated many
times, that it has had a tendency to
alienate the young people from the
church prayer-meeting, and to draw a
line of division between the young and
old.  We do not bolieve that this is true
o auything like the extent insinuated,
ag we shall endeavor to show in a future
issue.  There is another side to the
question which is worth considering, Tt
may be seriously questioned whether the
older members of the church have given
the young folks the encouragement and
help that might rcasonably have been
expected. There can he no doubt that
many a League has languished and died
simply because it was let seriously alone
by the seniors,

A correspondent in the New York
Christian Advocate gives the following
excellent words of counsel, which ought
to be read by Methodists everywhere :

“Now consider another necessity, as
real as it is grave, namely, for instant
and cordial recognition and help for our
young people by the older members of
e Church. I plead in their behalf.
sit their meetings and cheer them with
your presence ; counsel them out of your
experience ; inspire them with your pray
ers. Give them bits from the story of
your Christian life ; your victories, how
won; your defeats, why sustained. Ieave
no room for doubt in their mind as to
the genuineness of the interest you
in and for them. T wish I could give
you to realize the thrill of pleasure that
would course along every nerve of the
average Epworth League, incident to and
consequent upon seeing in their meetings
the trustees, stewards, classleaders, and
other prominent members of the church.
What an uplift would they know were
they frequently to hear such representa-
tive members say: ‘God bless you, young

brothers and sisters, you have done well,
We rejoice in that God has called you to
be His followers, and that thus far you
have run well.  Be strong, and of a good
courage ; the God of your fathers will be
with you, their children, Sometimes we
huve feared for the future of the Church,
but seeing and hearing vou has dispelled
our doubts and bar 1 our tears, and
we rejoice in that we believe you will
care for the dear old Church even better
than we have done.  God bless you ! "

The Student Convention.

need
s of

Such a fog as has not been exper
for many years hung over the st
Toronto when the students of America
gathered for their Quadrennial Mission-
ary Convention. The spiritual skies, how
ever, were bright and the delegates seemed
to care little for the weather. It was a
wonderful gathering of the keenest,
brainiest collegians on this continent to

discuss the greatest question of the day.
The man who thinks that the former
days were better than these or is
afflicted with doubts concerning the
future of the Church,
there.  Chautanquan salutes, platform
Jjokes, and fuss and feathers of all kinds
were conspicuous by their absence. The
atmosphere was one of prayer and the
leaders seemed anxious that the Conven
tion should be made a means of spiritual
culture.  Everybody agrees that the
Convention has been a blessing to
Toronto,

hould have been

The Billeting System.

It is often remarked that the billeting
system of eutertaining convention dele
gates is going out of fashion. In many
respects it is a pity. During the recent
Student Convention nearly 3,000 young
people were entertained in the homes of
the Christian people of this city. In most
cases the hospitality was extended with-
out much inconvenience to the hosts, and
it was a real blessing for them to come
into contact with t i
siasm of these young missionary workers,
There was probably more talk about
missions in the homes of the people than
has ever been known before, Oue reason
for the great success of the London Con
ference League Convention was the fact
that all who attended received free enter-
tainment by the Methodists of London.
It cost them little, and they learned
something about the Epworth League
and its work and received some inspira-
tion which they would have lost if the
delegates had gone to hotels and board.
ing houses.

The Campaign Movement.

During the Students’ Volunteer Con-
vention in Toronto, a meeting was
held of those who are specially in-
terested in pushing missions among our
young people’s societies. It was largely
attended and marked by a spirit of in-
tense earnestness. The campaign plan
of bringing the students of the Colleges
and the young people’s societies into
touch, which was inaugurated by Dr. F,
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C. Stephenson, seems to be spreading
among all the churches. Wisely mun-
aged and directed, as it has been with us,
the movement seems to contain great
possibilities of usefulness,

The local and district league officers
should not rely upon the campaign, but
should feel a sense of responsibility in
developing and intaining interest in
missions, yet there is doubtless room for
the work of the student campaigner in
many places. After all that has been
said and written on the subject it is sur-
prising that there is much misunderstand
Ing in some quarters conc rning the
Foward Movement for Missions, It is
pleasant to know, however, that its prin-
ciples are being so generally adopted by
other denominutions, In this department
of the work, at least, Canada has led the
way,

A Hopeless Contest.

The general feeling among temperance
men is that there is not the slightest
probability of securing Provineial prohi-
bition through the Referendum in the
form in which it has been submitted by
the Government. The condition which re
quires a certain percentage of votes to be
cast, based upon a former election, is
pasticularly objectionable, when the day
for the vote has been set at a time
when no other issues are before the
people.  All that the liquor wen need
to do is to remain away from the polls,
and keep others away, either by argu-
ment, intimidation or b It is
enrsy 1o say that the temperanc people
ought to be such strong advocates of
prohibition that they would not fear
becoming “ marked men.” Many of them,
doubtless, would bravely show their col-
ors at any risk, but there isa great mass
of people who honestly believe that the
removal of the bar-rooms would be a bene-
fit to the country, but who are not pre
pared to imperil their business by coming
into conflict with the liquor power in this
way. It is a question whether it will
pay to expend time and effort in such a
hopeless fight,

As Others See Us.

Bishop Galloway, in the Nashville
tian Advocate, tells about his visit
oronto, and thus characterizes the
Canadians :  “ There is good blood in
the strong veins of these sturdy sons
of Britain, and this is thickened and
strengthened by the frost in their
northern parallels, They move rapidly
and talk fluently and sing gloriously
and treat you hospitably. They are
models of promptness, both in coming
and leaving, If a Canadian has an
engagement for 10.40 o'clock it does
not mean five minutes earlier or later,
Just on the tick of the watch he steps
silingly in and is ready for business.
On the other hand, T am told, and half-
way believe it, that the nearer you ap-
proach the equator, the less apprecia
tion there is of the value of time.”
This is very pleasant reading for us, of
course, but we are afraid that the good
Bishop would not speak quite so strongly
on the question of punctuality if he had
made a longer stay with us,
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Danger of the Church,

Rev. Mr, Hotehkiss, missionary of the
Society of Friends in Africa, in his inter-
esting address at the Student Volunteer
Convention called attention to one of the
great dangers of the Church, He stated
that in the early days of Chrisbiunily,
Africa was the “home of some of the
greatest men of the time, such as Origen,
Tertullian, Clement, Cyprian ; and yet
Africa has for many years heen known
as the “ Dark Continer, Why was it,
asked the speaker, that the Chareh did
not exercise a greater influence in that
country.  Simply becuuse these great
leaders of Christian thought spent their
energy in theological discussion instead
of propagating the truth through mis-
sionary effort.  They overlooked the * go
of the Master and heresie
sions crept in. The aggressive spirit
of modera missions is the salvation of the
Church ; its very existence depends upon
ts activity,

The Next Step,

What is the best thing to do for the tem-
perance cause under present circum
stances is the question which many
are  asking,  Shall we o into the
referendum contest for the sake of the
educational value of the campaign, or
ignore it altogether?! This cannot be
answered definitely just now. Temper-
ance men must get together and decide
upon a policy, so that there may he
united ion. * Whatever may be the
decision in regard to the referendum,
one thing must not be neglected, and
that is to take a very active interest in
the general election in order that the
complexion of the house may be mate-
rially changed, by electing sound tem-
perance men in place of the time serv-
ing representatives who have treated
the prohibition cause with such con-
tempt. It was pitiable in the extreme
that Mr. Marter'’s amendment to s cure
some degree of fairness in the conditions
of the referendum should not be support-
ed by more than three or four members,
What can be expected in the way of
temperance legislation from a house of
which it is publicly said that not
more than five per cent. are person-
ally favorable to prohibition ! Who
is to blame for such a condition of
affairs?  The people, of course. We
must awaken from our lethargy and
take a more decided part in the selection
of candidates, and when suitable men
are in the field, work for their election
no matter to what party they may belong.

Too often the temperance forces have
allowed themselves to be forestalled,
and before they have had an opportunity
of expressing themselves, men antagon-
istic or indifferent to their cause have
been placed in the field. In future we
must commence a little earlier and “get
in on the ground floor,” as the specula-
tors say.

—
“I po not know what T should do
without the Epworth League on this
cireuit,” writes a pastor. Every League
should be the pastor’s right hand support,
and the pastors should give the Leagues
to understand that very much is expected
of them.
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Now is the time for our Leagues to
plan for an aggressive campaign, during
the spring and summer months, What
does your League intead to do for the
summer! Let us have a symposium on
this question.

K

Ox one of our country circuits, shortly
after special services had been com-
menced, the pastor was taken ill, and
could not leave his home. Did the
revival stop! Not a bit of it The
League took hold of the work and carried
on the services with good results,

Tue Christian Standard received 2,700
subscribers during the month of January.
Of these 1,200 came from churches in
which the church paper was taken by
every family. We would like to know
how many Leagues there are, all of whose
members read Tug Epworrn Ega,

EXAMINATION questions for the Ep-
worth League Reading Course will be
ready by about the first of May.
Readers need not be afraid to take this
examination, as it will not be at all diffi.
cult, retaries of Reading Circles
should report to the General Secretary
how many of their members will proba-
bly write on the examination,

How some people do fail to grasp the
situation ! One of our ministers expresses
the opinion that © this year will probably
see the wind up of the Epworth League
Reading Course.” The facts are that we
have entirely sold out the edition of the
present year by the middle of March,
and are seriously contemplating adding
500 more sets to the order for next year.

How much the success of a meeting
depends upon the chairnan was illus.
trated over and over by Mr. John R,
Mott during the Student Volunteer Con
vention. About the only thing he did
which was not approved by the delegates
was when he addressed the Bishop of
Toronto as “My Lord.” He evidently
did not know that such titles are not held
in high favor either in Canada or the
United States,

DuriNG the Missionary Convention in
Toronto there was a meeting of secre-
taries of Young People’s Societies, to
consider the selection of prayer-meeting
topics. The Christian Endeavor Society,
Baptist Young People’s Union, Epworth
League South, and Epworth League
Canada were represented. A fine list of
topies was adopted for joint use in 1903,
and arrangements made for the future,
Nearly all the churches now have a
monthly missionary meeting,

WE are accustomed to hear our visiting
friends from the United States praise
Toronto for her morality and goodness,
For once there has been a slight change
in the programme for several of the dele.
gates to the Missionary Convention
declared that they had never seen such
disreputable posters as are displayed
upon our bill boards. Somebody is cer-
tainly to blame when we can be thus
rebuked by men coming from such cities
as New York, Chicago and Cincinnati,
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Ir is sometimes said that there is no
longer any necessity to enlarge upon the
evils of intemperance, because they are
so well known. This is no doubt a
fallacy. Public opinion must be aroused
by emphasizing the harm that is being
done by the hquor traflic to the home
the state, and the Church,

K

A ¥EW months ago our subscription list
in Montreal was smallor than in any
other city in Canada. Some of the
workers took hold of the matter earnestly,
and those who had read the paper and
appreciated it vecommended it to thejr
friends.  The result is now seen in fine
list of sixty-two subscribers in that city,
Could not something similar be done in

other places !
L

It was rather surprising to hear so
many college men at the recent conven
tion in Toronto make such glaring slips
i “ Student” was al

called  stoodent, and
agnitood.

“magnitude,” m: It was amus.
ing to hear ministers and college profes.
sors attaching the letter “r” where it
had no business whatever, and speaking
of “ Korear,” “Canadar,” and *
car.”  Much, however, can be forgiven
when men are dead in e 'nest, as these
students were,
Ld

A pastoR thus contrasts the old time
and modern methods of Methodism : If
a soul was to be saved, the old way wis
to send a spirit-filled individual o plead
and pray with him. The modern plan
18 to organize a nmittee, appoint a
chairman and secretary, and send formal
message to the lost soul.” We think
that our brother is scar ely fair in this
comparison.  The committee method of
doing church work is not intended to
take the place of personal effort, but
rather to promote and stimulate it Here
are, for instance, half a dozen young
people who are doing nothing in the way
of evangelistic work, and who never think
of speaking to any one about personal
gion. By bein organized into a
“ Lookout Committee ” they are stimu
lated and guided in doing all kinds of
personal work,

L

ONE of our pastors expresses the
opinion that *“the greatest defect in the
Epworth League is the predominance of
associate members whose spirit and aims
are away from spiritual religion, and who
being in the majority, rule in the League.”
“It is unsafe,” he adds, “to put a hymn-
singing parrot in the same cage with one
who swears.” There is indeed a danger
here, but not so great as might at first
sight appear. The number of societies
in which associate members are in the
majority, is exceedingly fow. Even in
cases where this is the case the policy of
the society should be entirely controlled
by the active members, The illustration
of the parrot is not apt, because young
people who swear or have similar bad
habits, are not admitted to the society at
all.  Associate members undertake to do
all they can to maintain the character of
the League as a Christian society, and
when they fail to do this should with-
draw,
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P Dr. Howard Crosby once said, speaking A revival, * widespread, and daily "
L““"y Lines. before the Methodist General Conferenc e, ingin momeulum,"l‘;u reporli—d‘:s zngxﬂ»:'::

The latest request to translate Book r
Washington’s Biography comes from an
Arabian.

A manuscript work of Martin Luther,
hitherto unknown, made up of theologi-
cal treatises written in Latin, has been
found in the library of a deceased Rus-
sian prince,

Immediately above the bust of Sir Wal-
ter Scott in the Poets' Corner of West-
minster Abbey will now be found a me-
morial of John Ruskin in the form of
a bronze medallion.

The largest library in the world is the
National Library of Paris, which con-
tains forty miles of shelves, holding 1,
400,000 books, besides 175,000 manu-
scripts, 300,000 maps and charts, and
150,000 coins and medals.

Viewed merely as a literary produc-
tion, the Bible is a marvellous Book, and
without a rival.  All the libraries of
theology, philosophy, history, antiquities,
poetry, law, and policy would not furnish
material enough for so rich a treasure
of the choicest gems of human genius,
wisdom, and experience.—Philip Schaff.

A discussion having arisen recently as
to the church relations of Sir Walter
Scott, a thorough investigation of re-
cords was made, and it is shown that
he was not only a communicant in
the Presbyterian Church, but a ruling
elder as well, and that he was twice a
commissioner to the general assembly
He was also on a number of occasions a
member of presbytery and of synods.

That the general public are interested
in religion, the Bible, and particularly
the story of the evangelists, is abundantly
proven by the circulation of novels mov-
ing about a religious theme. A book
published a generation ago, and the copy-
right of which has expired—" The Prince
of the House of David "—has had a sale
of over four million copies; and the re-
cord of “Ben Hur "—with the sale still
growing—is 725,000.

Methodist Chat.

Fourteen Methodist Gospel cars are
now at work in Engiand. The last, the
* Immanuel,” will work in the spiritually
destitute parts of the Birmingham and
Shrewsbury district. The first car was
dedicated sixteen years ago by Rev.
Thomas Champness.

Bishop Mallalien says: “I have good
news from Rev. Elihu Grant in Palestine.
If things go along as we expect, we shall
soon have regular (monthly) preaching
(Methodist) in Jerusalem. How Gilbert
Haven would rejoice ! It was the dream
of his life to see our Church in Pales-
tine.”

An exchange says: “ Methodism is a
world-wide force. Its growth has been
most noteworthy. According to the
compiled statistics of the Rev. Dr. Daniel
Dorchester, it now has 47,061 ministers
and 7,833,456 members. An increasing
baptism of the Holy Spirit, and greater
home and foreign activity as a convert-
ing and evangelizing agency are now
needed.”

Dr. John Henry Barrows says of the
Methodist Church : “ One of these bodies,
the Methodist, with a little more than a
hundred years of history, has made in
that century a progress unparalleled in
the annals of Christendom; it numbers
to-day, in all its branches, with com-
municants and their families, a Meth-
odist population of twenty-two millions,
scattered all over the world; it has fol-
lowed our American civilization in its
march to the Pacific Sea; has kept burn-
ing the fires of a holy evangelism; it has
been among the foremost in urging tem-
perance and other reforms.”

in Brooklyn : “1 rejoice to believe that
when God sent the Methodist Ep.scopal
Church into America, that church was
called and elected—called and elected to
conquer the country in order to put fer-
vor and activity into the Presbyterian
Church, and it has made its calling and
its election sure.”

A united Methodist hymn-book in Eug
land is said to be now clear., It 18
agreed that the Wesleyans, embracing
about 2,112,000 adherents, the Methodist
New Connexion with 168,000, the Reform
Union with 44,000, the Irish Methodists
with 100,000 and the Methodists of the
Commonwealth of Australia with prob
ably 1,000,000, making an approximate
total of 8,500,000 Methodists, shall unit
in using the hymnal when ready,

Dr. Louis A. Banks says that a Cin
gregational preacher told him how, on
one occasion, he was determined to be
ahead of the Methodist itinerant in a new
town to which the railroad track had just
been laid. A train load carrying an
auctioneer and men who intended to buy
town lots, and prospective home-makers,
packed that train. The Congregational
home missionary rode in the baggage car
just behind the engine, determined that
he would be the first on the ground
But to his dismay, when the train slowed
up and he emerged from his car, he saw
the Methodist cicuit-rider leap from the
cow-catcher, mallet in hand, to drive
down stakes for the new Methodist
church.

General Religious News,

Bishop Warne writes of taking part
in a service in which 1,339 nersons were
baptized. It sounds like Pentecost.

The Michigan Christian Advocate says:
“We see nothing that promises so great
an uplift and advance in our American
churches as the swelling tide of mission-
ary intelligence and zeal.”

Last year the seventy-two colporteurs,
or travelling agents, of the British and
Foreign Bible Society, distributed 510,
209 copies of the Bible in Russia. About
two-fifths of the number were sold, the
remainder given away.

Not until recently have the Japanese
book-sellers been willing to carry the
Bible in stock, for fear of offending their
Buddhist patrons. Now, however, Bibles
are so eagerly sought that they are kept
on sale in all the prominent book-stores
in Japan. .

Canon Farrar is said to have urged
with great warmth and persistency that
the Church of England “ strip off part of
her ecclesiastical vestments and omit
something of the sonorous phraseology of
her prayer-book, and adapt herself to the
plain living and plain speaking of the
common people.”

The translation of the Bible is still
going on, and it would seem that at a
not far distant date every tongue and
dialect will have received the Word of
God. The latest step is to translate the
Bible into the Morocco colloguial. G. 8.
Fisher, who i8 now in Morocco, writes :
“We have now the text for the Gospel
of Luke almost ready for the press and
are in correspondence with the American
Bible Society concerning its publica-
tion.”

Rev. Charles A. Eaton, D.D,, pastor of
the Euclid Avenue Baptist Church,
Cleveland, of which John D. Rockefeller
is Sunday-school superintendent, has an-
nounced his intention of adopting radi-
cal measures in order to create a revival
of religion, and will go to the down-town
streets and preach on the street corners
to whosoever will stop to listen to him.
Dr. Eaton is one of the most prominent
clergymen of the city, and formerly
preached in Toronto.

Eress in the Asiatic squadrons of tne
British and American navies. * It be
gan,” writes Mr. F. 8, Brockman, “in
Shanghai and Hong-Kong when tne men
of-war and the missionaries had to be in
these ports because of the trouble.” There
have been many conversions, ten on on
warship, twenty-nine on another, and so
on. “One of the most gratifying fea-
tures,” continues Mr. Brockman, * is the
active co-operation on the part of {
officers, some of them very high office.s.”

Prominent People.

Prince Henry, who has be n visiting
the United States, is a clock-maker, His
brother, the Kaiser, was taught the
trade of glove-making. Their father,
the Emperor Frederick, of noble mem-
ory, thought his boys should know a
trade, princes though they were,

There was a time when Mrs, Isabella
Bird Bishop, the famous traveller, was a
critic of missions to the non-Christian
populations of the world, Then came a
stage of her development when she was
a ftriend of missions, and now it is said
that she intends to enter upon mission
ary work in India.

Mr. George Alfred Henty, the writer
of stories for boys, is at present writing
at the rate of three hooks a year. He
has eighty stories to his credit now
He reported for the London Standard
the Austro-Italian, Franco-Prussian, and
Turko-Servian wars, and the Abyssinian
and Ashantee expeditions.

Jules Verne has become blind, and a
testimonial is being raised to the writer
whose prophecies, told in the form of
thrilling novels, have caused the world
to wonder. It was his ambition to com-
plete his hundredth book by the year
1910. The people of Amiens intended
tiu‘ celebrate the event by decorating the
city.

That remarkable young woman, Helen
Keller, deaf and blind, on receiving a
complete edition of the raised-letter print
of the Scriptures, wrote her acknowledg-
ments to Dr. Fox in these words: * |
am studying the Bible in college this year
and reading it with a delight that in-
creases from day to day. Life grows
richer and Leaven nearer, as God’s great
truths unfold themselves to me.”

Mrs. Rebecca Salome Foster, the
“ Tombs Angel,” a victim of the recent
fire at Park Avenue Hotel, New York,
is mourned by all who have to do with
city courts and prisons. 1In 8o high ¢s-
teem was she held that the criminal
courts adjourned during her funeral
Mrs. Foster was a woman of broad
philanthropy, who maintained toward
the unfortunates in the city prisons the
attitude of a mother toward her erring
children, rather than that of a missionary.
She was indefatigable in her work for
the prisoners, and not only led many to
change their modes of life but often suc-
ceeded in establishing the innocence of
those in whom she had confidence.

When the late Newman Hall visited
America he was given a reception in
Boston, which he thus described : * An
immense mulititude listened to my
speech, and loudly cheered when I
pointed to their flag floating above me
and sald: ‘There is not a flag in the
world so glorious as the Stars and
Stripes.” Here the applause was over-
whelming, and delayed me some time;
but T had not finished my sentence—my
hand was still outstretched—and when I
then pointed to the British flag waving
side by side, and adued, in my loudest
tones : ‘excepting that of the Clustered
Crosses,’ the cheers were renewed, and
intensified with the waving of hats and
handkerchiefs, showing the generous en-
thusiasm for the old country.”
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Jacob A, Riis was delivering an ad-
dress in a Long Island village, not long
ago, when a man stood up and said :
" May 1 ask to what Church the speaker
belongs ?”  What he hoped for I can-
not tell, I could not then, but I thoug.it
he was entitled to a fair answer, and 1|
gave it to him. “By birth I was a
Lutheran,” 1 said; “1 was converted a
Methodist; some knew me when | was a
deacon in the Congregational Church, |
80 to the Episcopal Church now, where
my wife and children go. Yesterday
I was the guest of the Unitarian Club
in Boston.  Now, how would you class
me ?”  “Man,” said he, “you are a
heathen.” “No,” I replied, while tha
meeting shouted, “I am not that, hut
perhaps I am the real original Univer-
salist.”

Temperance Items,

Temperance societies of Sweden have
a total membership of 249,000, and at
least onefifth of the nation do not usa
aleoholic drinks.

Out of the thirty-three cities and 320
towns of Massachusetts, fifteen citjes
and 254 towns are without public-houses,
So much for the intelligent voting.

A traveller who has Jjust returned from
an European trip, says there is a remark-
able change, since earlier visits he hal
made, in the use of wines at hotels and
cafes.  Formerly, one who asked for
water was an object of curiosity, but not
80 now.

** Prohibition has ruled Maine ” to such
an extent that it is in the best financial
condition in the history of the State. [t
has a surplus in its treasury of over
$300,000. It will be remembered that be-
fore the days of Neal Dow the State
was bankrupt.

The German Empire spends $750,000,-
000 a year on drink. Some of the manu-
facturers over there recognize that while
the brains and bodies of their employees
are soaked with beer, they are not them-
selves  able to compete  successfully
against foreign competition. Drink is
a costly luxury—to more persons than
the drinkers.

The papers report that the Chicago,
Burlington and Quiney Railroad, as a
measure of public safety, is about to pro-
hibit liquor drinking by its employees at
any time, whether on or off duty. It is
a poor time for moralists to be backing
down from their high stand upon this
question when the great industries are
coming 8o powerfully to their aid.

The board of guardians at Stockholm,
Sweden, has published the results of _its
inquiry into the causes of pauperism.
It finds that drunkenness is responsible
for fifty-two per cent. of the cases. [In
six per cent. of these cases both parents
were drunkards; in thirty-nine per cent.
only the father, and in seven per cent
only the mother. The children of such
parents have to be supported by the poor
rates,

By special order of the Mayor of
Paterson, N.J, all saloons in the city
were ordered closed immediately after
the great conflagration that lately visited
that city. The query that naturally sug-
gests Itself to an unbiased mind, is the
Question why, if the saloons cannot be
trusted ‘v do business in time of public
calamity, they can any better be trusted
to carry on their business in times of
ordinary prosperity.

Ruin a city by closing the saloons ?
Of course you can—according to the
saloonkeepers; and Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia, is the latest example.
tion has increased, visitors to the beach
have been multiplied, merchants report
a large increase of business—get more
cash and give less credit, deposits in the
local bank for three months were $46,000
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more than for a similar periol in the
year before, arrests for drunkenness and
other crimes have been reduced to a
minimum; and now Santa Monica people
think they cannot afford to support a sa-
loou any longer.

Statesmen are crying out against the
dangers of imperialism, and lift their
hands in protest against war's destruc-
tion of money and men; but the most

crushing, pitiless, autocratic, merciless
imperialism of al ages is the liquor
traffic with its two hundred thousan

saloons, its twelve hundred million dol-
lars of capital, and its defiant boast that
it controls two million voters, and with
imperious spirit declares it will destroy
the political ambition of any man who
dares to offend it. The politicians stand
ready to do the bidding of this monster,
though temperance and righteousness
perish from the earth.—Western Chris-
tian Advocate.

Interesting Facts,

The birds of Germany are the pets of
the people and are protected by law.

The shooting of live pigeons from traps
for sport is prohibited in Massachusetts,

New York is building a monkey house
to cost $64,160, And thousands of chil-
dren in New York lack food, fuel, and
clothing,

Chicago has started a movement to-
ward opening its public  schools to
neighborhood social centre work, thus
making them club-houses for the people.

Peru holds the record as a mining
country. She has 2,500 mines, from
which 70,000 workmen dig gold, silver,
sulphur, coal, phosphates, quicksilver,
borax, copper, and lead.

In one of the most remarkable opera-
tions known to surgery, the brain of the
Rev. Wm. A, Stark, pastor of Broadway
German Methodist [piscopal Church, of
Baltimore, has been actually lifted from
its bed and the roots of certain nerves
that had caused the clergyman excessive
neuralgia were extracted. The patient
is said to have stood the operation well
and few doubts of his recovery are en-
tertained. The operation was performed
at the Johns Hopkins Hospital,

Christian Endeavor News,
The next International Convention of
the C. B, Society will be held in Denver,
in July of 1908,

The evangelistic committee of the
Pittsburg C. E. Union aims to put a
copy of the New Testament, in his own
tongue, in the hands of every foreigner
who will accept it.

Mr. Baer, General Secretary of the
Christian Endeavor Society is holding a
series of meetings on the Pacific Coast,
Which thus far have been large and en.
thusiastic. An inspiring feature is the
number of pastors who attend and give
hearty testimony to the faithfulness of
their young people.

Dr. F. E. Clark reports from Burope
that the Christian Endeavor Society is
finding friends in Italy, especially among
the Waldensian churches. It is  ex-
pected that soon many socleties can be
reported, though the work is still in its
Infancy. In Germany he found the
work remarkably prosperous. New so-
cieties are constantly forming; the move-
ment has become entirely independent of
support from America, and a new field
secretary is about to be employed to
travel throughout Germany.

Recent news from the eight Christian
Endeavor Societies among the Boer pri-
soners in Ceylon, states that there are
now 700 members, including the three
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Junior branches, consisting of boys up
to the age of nineteen, In addition to
their prayer-meeting they have a monthly
public meeting at which a collection is
taken to provide for the expenses of the
union. They have a small printing
press on which they publish a
paper called the “ De Strever,”

I8 also published in the Boer
camp a. St. Helena, called
jsgeoan gene.”

The Young People's Society of the Con-

prison
“ Dekra

gregational Church at Hamilton, N @
has devoted itself to a -~ ministry of
cheer " for the current year. Carrying
out this ideal, it has (1)re ntly dis-

tributed among the old members of the
church loving tokens consisting of dainty
hand-painted boxes filled with  home-
made candy and an appropriate bit of
“* cheery " literature; (2) it has arranged
a calling-list including all the shut-in
friends of the church and Sunday-school,
certain calls being assigned to different
members of the society and reports ex-
pected when the calls have been made,

Pertinent Paragraphs,

Every day is moving-day with the
Christian.  The only question is as to
which way he will move.

Our grand business in life is not to
see what lies dimly at a distance, but to
do what lies clearly at hand.—Carlyle,

“ Self-made men” are usually self-
centred men. What the world most
needs is God-made men—men who can
say, with Paul, “ By the grace of God |
am what I am."—Lookout.

I have no sympathy with those who are
always bewailing * the good old times.”
My dear sir, the 8ood new times, thank
God, are a great deal better; and they
are going to be a great deal better still.—
Mark Guy Pearse.

Set yourself earnestly to see what you
were made to do, and then set yourself
earnestly to do it; and the loftier your
purpose is, the more sure you will be to
make the world richer with every en
richment of yourself.—Phillips Brooks,

Reverence is the chief joy and power
of life—reverence for what is pure and
bright in your youth, for what is true
and tried in the age of others, for all
that is gracious among the living, great
among the dead, and marvellous in the
power that cannot die.—Ruskin,

There are marytrs now, who live out
their quiet years, die in their beds, wear
every-day clothes, enjoy homely worship,
yet lay their lives at their heavenly
Master's feet as fully and as aceeptably
as either Ignatius or Ridley. It is the
habit of making sacrifices in small things
that enables us to make them in great,
when it is asked of us,—Bishop Thorold,

We have the choice before us, day
by day, of doing as God would have us
do, or of failing or refusing to do as
God would have us do. The choice is
ours, in the plan of God; and we cannot
avold or evade the choice, however we
may desire to do s0. As to this life of
ours, with its imperative necessity of
choice, Henry Ward Beecher said : * God
asks no man whether he will accept life,
You must take it; the only choice js—
how.”—Selected,

I would have you invoke God often
through the day, asking him to kindle a
love for your vocation within you and
saylng with St. Paul: “Lord, what
would’st thou have me to do?" “Would'st
thou have me to serve thee in the lowest
ministries of thy house ?—too happy if
I may serve thee anyhow.” And when
any special thing goes agalnst you, ask :
“ Would’st thou have me to do it ?
Then, unworthy though T be, I will do
it gladly.”—Francis de Sales,
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St. James’ E.L.C.E., Montreal.,

Perhaps one of the most progr
and up-to-da Young People's Societies
in the Montreal District is the Epworth

sive

League of Christian Endeavor comnected
with St. James' Methodist Church. Since
its organization, some fifteen years ago,
in the old church, as a young people’s

society, it has developed through

cessive

suc-
stages into its present form, and

has steadily tried to work effectively as

a force for good among the young people
attending the church Much of the
success which attended the work of

the society has been e to the untiring
efforts of past-presidents and officers
among whom 2 A. 0. Dawson, John

Miss A, |

ARRAMAN, Mis
. Flower Com ith v (

OFFICERS OF 8T. JAMES' CHURCH E.L.C.E

Vibert, W. W. Prudham, G. A Lafolley

Tory, W. C

J. M. Oxley, Rev, H. M
Palmer, J. A, Gurney, and J. P Anglin
who, with many others, devoted them-
selves to the League work
At the present time the League is well
organized, there being 63 active, 37 asso
clate, and 4 honorary members enrolled
and working in the various departments
The ciety mes every Monday evening
th the exception of the summer
months, the erage attendance being
about 70 ng the monthe of July
and August, services are held at the
lose he regular Sunday vening
and during the past two
ear € meetings  have been very
§ and have effectively solved

the problem of how
ummer eeason At
lar League
considerable

to work during the
nt the regu-
topics are studied, and
interest and preparation has
been shown by the members in dealing
with the various subjects

While due prominence is given to each

of the departments, as such, the chief
object of the society, winning the young
people for Christ, is regarded as the re-

“ 8, Goor Rev. T. G, Witiaws, |
Se Hon, President
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sult to be ootained through all the
efforts put forth by the society, and un-
der the leadership of Mr. W. G. Col
grove, first vice-president, the whole
League, and especially the Christian En-

deavor Department, has been made to
feel the responsibilities and opportuni-
ties in this direction The prayer-

meeting and evangelical committers, un-
der the guidance of Mr. V. Lowey,
have arranged the programmes and
stimulated the study of the topics among
the League members; a male Gospel
quartette has been formed recently, and
in the church after-service the members
of the Prayer-meeting Committee lead in
the singing, and perform effective per-
sonal work The Evangelistic Commit-
tee is responsible for a meeting on the
last Tuesday each month at the Old
The mos. important,
or at least a very important, feature of
the work of this department has been
the establishment of a morning class,
which meets in the League committee
room on Sunday morning at 10 o'cloc k for

Miss F
ior Pastor e\
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prayer and preparation
source of untold good to the League
members who have attended, and is con-
stantly growing in interest

The Lookout Committee, despite the fact
that owing to changes in residence, ete
there have been several changes in the
convenership have been actively en
gaged; associate members have been in
duced to become active, and a number of
new members were secured, At the last
reception service, held in the church, a
number of young people from the League
entered into Church fellowship, largely
due to the efforts of this committee
The church gallery ushering is very
capably attended to by this committee,
under the gnidance of Mr, B, B. Suteliffe
convener, and this committee, it is hoped
will continue to go forward along the
lines in which it is now working

The Missionary Department, in com
mon with the other gocleties in the di
trict, has contributed to the support of
Dr. Ewan, our missionary in West China
and in 1901 the sum of $74 was raised
for this purpose, being an increase of $20
over the previous year, The meetings

It has been the
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which have been held under the auspices
of this department have been helpfu!
and instructive as to the work bein
done in mission fields, both at home and
in foreign lands, and a healthy mission-
ary spirit has been cultivated among the
members of the society Miss L. Wil-
i second vice-president, has been
instrumental in securing the
nucleus of a nary library, which
ls being circulated, and during the re-
cent absence of Miss Williams, the in-
terests of this department have been
capably attended to by Miss 8. Good
Much interest has been taken this year
in the work of the Literary Department,
which had previously been somewhat
neglected A literary circle was organ-
ized, and very succ ful monthly meet-
ings have been held, at which the works
and lives of various authors have been
studied, and interesting programmes par-
ticipated in by the members; a feature
at the last meeting of this circle was the
reading of a periodical, * The St James'
Clips,” to which a number of articles on
politics, science, art, religion, etc.,
had been contributed, together with

a number of witty “ personals.” Sev
eral  instructive League meetings
have been taken charge of by this
(epartment, and a debate was re
cently arranged between represen-
tatives from St. James' and Do-
minion Squa. Leagues. Miss E.
Anglin until recently held the office

of third vice-president, but since her
departure to take up studies elge.
where, Mrs. Scott-Browne has con.
tinued the work

The fourth vice-president, Miss A I.
Abraham, and her confreres in the

Social Department, have well upheld
In the

this side of the League work
autumn, the annual students

tion was held, and was ver

ful, and in many and various other
ways has this department proved
truly soclable one Flowers were

also sent to sick members,
greatly appreciated
It has been said that some societies
do not receive the proper support
from the pastor, but St. James'
League is fortunal  in this respect, as
both Dr. Williams and Rev. Mr
Graham are heartily in sympathy with
the efforts put forth by the young
people, and lend their co-operation in
the work of the society
arly in the season the League re-
celved with much regret the resigna-
tion of Mr, J. P. Anglin, and Mr. J. A.
C. Reilly was elected to succeed him
in the office of president
Looking at the condition of the
affairs of St. James’ League, its mem-
bers cannot but be impressed with the
advantages possessed by them, and will
undoubtedly use them to the best of their
ability, and not content with past
achievements and present circumst inces,
will press forward, and live un to the
motto, “Look up, lift up, for Christ and
the Church !”

and were

Brought in Twelve Subscriptions,

The Norwich worth League held a
Literary meeting with The Epworth Era
on February 16th, whieh was a great
8UCCess, At intermission the Literary
vice-president, with a number of the
committee, canvassed the crowd, and se-
cured nine new subscribers and three re-
newals to The Era The committee ar-

ranged the following varied programme :
Reading,

“Our Influence,” R

‘ Peter McKe: s Wit"” W. F.
solo, Mrs, D} Hicks; read-
elf-supporting Youn;; Man,”
reading, “ Plonghing by the
Cow,"” Mise Bower; reading, “ Books and
Readings,” A. J. Elliott; reading, “Funny
Occurrences in Church,” Mrs. 8. G.
Kinsly.
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Neepawa Epworth League,

Having read in the Era so many in-
teresting accounts of the work done in
the different Leagues, we are ncouraged
to write about our own societ

We are able to report progress along
every line, The attendance at our
weerly meetings is always good, and
for several months has been on the in-
crease, It is noticeable that a large
percentage of those who are the new-
comers are young people about fifteen
or sixteen years of
age, As we have
no Junior League
we heartily we
come these young
people, and  hope
to find work for
each one, so that
all may feel they
have a place in the
society

A few weeks ago
we turned our
regular missionary
meeting  into a
union meeting, with
the members of the
Lucile Davidson
Mission Band. We
had for the even-
ing® study the life
and work of Dr.

a.
We intend to take
up in our mission-
ary meetings the
lives and the work
of prominent mis-
sionaries in differ-
ent countries. Last
year, on our Liter-
ary evenings, we re

viewed the nineteenth century. \\'v_ had
papers read on “ Progress of Medicine
in the Nineteenth Century,” * Progress

of Law,” “Progress of Printing,” etc.,
taking one night for each subject The
papers were written by those wh‘u were
particularly interested in the diffe rent
subjects, and all were quite as interesting
as instructive.

lLast Friday evening we gave a very
successful social The programme
dealt with Reminiscences of RBarly
Days in Neepawa.” The chief feature
of the programme was a paper tracing
the progress of the Methodist Church in
Neepawa. We are having written a full
historv of our gue. which will be
copied into our large visitors' book, and
kept for future reference. We have a
Reading Circle of about fifteen members.
who meet every two weeks,

During the third week in March we
arranged to have a week of special
meetings in connection with our League.
—Jas McIntosh, Cor. Sec.

Absent Members’ Evening.

The Has-Beens of the Epworth Leagne
of the Tara Methodist Church are not
forgotten. On Tuesday evening a very
interesting feature of the programme was
the reading of letters from those who had
been connected with the league in years
gone by, and had taken an active part
in the same, but who now through ab-
sence are unable to attend, many having
gone away from our village to distant
parts of Canada and the United States.

Take Twenty four “Eras.”

The secretary of the Bethel League,
Pine River, reports that their society is
* wide-awake.” It has forty members
Weekly prayer-meetings are held, which
are well attended, and in which * every
one takes part.” This year six new
members have joined, and are taking an
active part. This League subscribeg for

24 copies of the Canadian Epworth Era.

New Church at Midland,
We have sure, this month, in giv-
ing our some idea of the ap-
pearance of new Methodist Church
which has recently been opened in Mid-
land It is a splendid brick structure,
occupying a prominent site upon the
main street of the town. The auditorium
accommodates about a thousand persons,
and presents a very pretty and comfort-
able appearance. It is lighted by a
beautiful chandelier of incandescent

NEW METHODIST CHURCH, MIDLAND.

lamps, which floods the room with radi-
ance The cost of the building was
about $20,000, all of which has been sub-
scribed, with the exception of $6,000,
Most of the subscriptions were taken
some months ago on Mr. Powell's n
of interest-bearing bonds, so that each
contributor is responsible for the inter-
€st on his subscription until it has been
paid A novel scheme, by which a big
bazaar was inaugurated, has enabled the
trustees to place a fine pipe organ in

REV. T. DUNLOP.

the church, costing $1 The success
of the whole enterprise is largely due
to the pastor, Rev. T. Dunlop, who has
labored indefatigably from the very
first. It is a most satisfactory close
to his successful ministry of five years
in this town, as the church was greatly
needed.

Four Sundays of opening services were
held, sermons being preached by Revs.
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Dr. Carman, J. F. Ockley, J. C. Speer,
and A. C. Crews, The last Sunday was
made a  Sunday-school and Epworth
League Day, when a most inspiring
audience of scholars and young people
assembled.

The Sunday-school room is one of the
best features of the building. It js en-
tirely above ground, and is planned in
the most modern style. Every depart-
ment of the church seems to be in a pros-
perous condition

The Evangelistic and Bible Study
Movement in the Hamilton
Conference.

Hamilton Conference League will have
no convention this winter, so no report
of the above movement can be presented
sion this year. 1 ask you to allow
Era to ca information concerning
the movement to any who care to know.

All timely effort after organization and
Inspiration was made. ivery first vice-
president of the Conference was  ad-
dressed by letter, and the plans detailed.
Ever was addressed and ear
nestly solicited to co-operate. To each was
sent a blank report, to be filled up after
the conclusion of the movement on his
cireuit, and returned directly to myself.
This report gave me the results of the
movement on his circuit The printed
I8 were sent in generous quantities to
ery League. The number of reports
filled out and returned is lar but the
number not so returned is larger May
I confess to a little elevation of feeling

at this point ? Who are the delin-
quents ? On many a rural cireuit,
where difficulties multiply, the move-

ment was attempted with gratifying suc-
vess, and duly reported.  But, sir, the
silence which broods over the League
work in many of our large towns and
cities, would indicate an indifference
or neglect which is far from encouraging.

Now for the generalized conclusions
since T will not present detailed statistics.

A general compliance with the plan is
evident Many pastors arranged series
of studies which were not only ingenious,
but successful Hundreds of sermons
were preached on the gospel of Matthew
A young people’s day is the universal
thing. But the best and most for which
to thank God, hundreds of leaguers are
reported as having become Christians,

There ntire unanimity as to the
benefits oceurring All urge the con-
tinuance of the movement Hugh L.
Dougall, First Vic e-President Ham Iton
Conference E. 1.

Peanut Social.

The young people of Viectoria Church,
well known for the suc sful entertain-
ments they hold, surpassed themselves
last Friday night at their Peanut Social
The peculiar name doubtless attracted
crowds, for the crowded basement of the
church severely taxed the g ingements
made for them by the society. On en-
tering, a person was handed a peanut
neatly tied with a silk ribbon, which
came apart and disc'osed a plece of paper
with a line or so -¢ poetry After an
excellent programme in  which songs
Were rendered by Misg May and Mr,
Wm, Ives, recitations by Miss  Olga
Streight, and a dialogue By Miss Har-
shaw's class, the people intermingled,
each to find another with a scrap of
poetry similar to his, and the differences
in the age and size of the principals
in these incongruous partnerships
caused much amusement Then conun-
drum refreshments were served, and
laughable orders were given from the
puzzling menu ecards handed around by
the waiters, and peanuts composed a
large part of the refreshments,— Toronto
Junction Leader and Recorder,
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London Conference Convention.

Since 1895, when the Methodist Young
People’s Association of Ontario was
divided into Conference organizations,
there bas been no Epworth League Con-
vention in Canada quite so large or en-
thusiastic as that of the London Confer-
ence, which assembled In Wellington
Street Church on March 11th and 12th.
It was a splendid evidenc: of the fact
that the Epworth League is still a pro-
minent factor in the work of the Church,
and is on the upward grade as far as
intensity of purpose and effectiveness of
effort are concerned. Three hundred and
fifty delegates were registered from all
parts of the Conference, and most hospi-
tably entertained by the citizens of Lon-
don. At the day sessions the church was
fairly well filled, and in the evenings
it was crowded to its utmost capacity.

The topic of the morning session on
Tuesday was LOYALTY. Excellent pa-
pers were read on the following topics @

I. Lovaury 1o THE CHURCH.
(1) Its Teachings, by Rev. F. E.
Malott, B.A., Guilds.
(2) Its Work, by Mrs, 1. B. Wall-
win, Seaforth.

1. Loyaury 10 TE LEAGUE.

(1) Its Motto, by Rev. F. H.
Langford, Union.

(2) Its Pledge, by Miss Nichol-
son, Strathroy.

I11. Loyaury o Dory.

(1) To my Neighbor, by W. H.
Kerr, Brussels.

(2) To Christ, by Dr. Thornton,
Chatham.

In the afternoon the following topics
were ably discussed: “The Home Library
and the League,” by Rev. T. E. Sawyer,
Teeswater; * Social to Save,” by Miss A.
Mutch, Gorrie; * The League as a Social
Factor in the Community,” by Mr. A,
Butchart, Teeswater; * The Objects and
Benefits of E. L. Literary Work,” by Mr.
R. W. Dillon, St. Mary's.

A Round Table Conference was con-
ducted by Rev. A. C. Crews, in which
many took part.

At the evening session, an address of
welcome was given by Rev. R. D. Hamil-
ton, pastor of the church, and responded
to by Rev. James Livingstone, president
of the Conference.

Rev. W. R. Young D.D,, of St. Thomas,
delivered a fine address on “ What we
have and what we need.” Among the
things which the Church now possesses
were mentioned : (1) Good organization.
(2) Complete system of doctrine, (3)
Splendic hymnology. (4) The inspira-
tion of yreat names. (5) A history of
unparalleled success. (6) A spirit of
denominational loyalty, coupled with a
spirit of fraternal union.

The following were mentioned as
among the things we need : (1) A clear,
definite knowledge of personal salvation.
(2) The practical application of our re-
ligion to our daily life. (3) A consecra-
tion that will give to us a company of
cheerful workers. (4) The baptism of
the Holy Ghost.

The closing address was given by Rev.
A. C. Crews.

The entire morning session of the
second day was devoted to missions, and
placed in the hands of Dr. F. C. Stephen-
son, who occupled fully two hours with
a Round Table Conference, which was
exceedingly interesting. During the
convention the Doctor sold over $200
worth of missionary literature,

The first part of the afternoon session
took the form of a School of Methods
with ten-minute papers.

“Our finances” was dealt with by
Mr. W. G. Young, London, and " Our
Crowning Service” by Mr. W, R. Man-
ning, Essex.

The remainder of the session was
given to the Juniors, when a Junior rally
was held, the Sunday-school scholars at-
tending in a body, and occupying seats

in part of the gallery. Rev. Mr. Hea
derson, president ot the 8t. Mary s Junior
League, the banner League of tne Pro-
vince, with a membership of 149, con-
ducted the rally. Seveial methods of
successfully dealing with Junior work
were suggested by the speaker, the use
of the blackboard being strongly advo
cated, Mr. Henderson also presented a
number of object lessons,

A paper was read by Master de Witt
Leys, of St. Thomas, a junior, and a
paper prepared by Miss Helen Tafts,
president of the Junior League of Cen-
tennial church, was read by Miss Abbott.

“The Importance of Active Members
of the Junior League Be oming Church
Members” was the subject of an ad-
dress by Miss M. Washington, of C.inton.

At the closing session two excellent ad-
dresses were given by Revs. G. J. Bishop
and W. F. Wilson. Mr. Bishop addressed
the audience on * Sabbath Observance,”
and made a strong plea for the better
keeping of the Lord's Day.

Mr. Wilson congratulated the delegates
and officers on the magnificent success of
the convention and the splendid gather-
ing. The speaker stated that the pres-
ent time was a young people’'s day. He
felt that if the young people, not only of
Methodism, but of all the churches of
the Province and this great Dominion
would join together, all the impurity, in-
fidelity, and intemperance of this coun-
try would be swept away. The young
people had great difficulties to overcome.
The question was, would they be equal
to them. He believed that they would
be equal to the occasion, that they would
meet the political trickster of the day,
the Sabbath desecrator of the day, and
the liquor problem of the day.

Several resolutions were presented by
the committee on this department. A
resolution adopted was that the last sen-
tence in Article 6 of the District Consti-
tution be amended to harmonize with
Clause 6 of the Constitution for Confer-
ence Epworth Leagues, and read : “ This
committee shall nominate two or more
candidates for each office, the election to
be by ballot by the convention.”

A strong resolution condemning the
Referendum Bill was passed and ordered
to be sent to the Government.

The following officers were elected :
President : W. H. Kerr, Brussels; 1st
Vice-President, Miss A. Mutch, Gorrie;
2nd Vice-President, Rev. G. N. Hazen,
Sarnia; 3rd Vice-President, Rev. R. W.
Knowles, Crediton; 4th Vice-President,
Miss M. Musgrove, St. Thomas; 5th
Vice-President, Miss O. Norton, Orwell;
Secretary, Rev. J. W. Baird, Glencoe;
Treasurer, Miss A. Nicholson, BA.,
Strathroy; Representative to General
Board, Rev. R. D. Hamilton, London.

London Conference.

The Secretary’s Report
Read at the convention in Wellington
Street Methodist Church, London, March
11-12, 1902, It was resolved to have the
report printed, with the recommendation
that it be read in every League of the
Conference.

To the President and Leaguers :—
There is great difficulty in getting full
data and complete statistics from all the
Leagues. This is generally due to the
negligence of some local secretaries fail-
ing to keep the district secretary pro-
perly informed on the work of the local
Leagues, and promptly replying to the
communications sent to them. Many do
well. A few do ill, and the few care-
less ones greatly neutralize the good
work of the many. It is urged that every
League shall be careful to elect such a
gecretary as will readily reply to all
correspondence forwarded by District or
Conference officers. The executive also
regrets that a few pastors fail to place
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in the hands of the proper officers pro-
grammes and letters sent for the
Leagues. 11 every pastor would be care-
tul o attend to sucn matters he would
greatly aid our peague work, and the
etforts of our District ana Coaterence
officers.

According to the last Annual Confer-
ence report, which turnish.s the most
reliable intormation availabie, there are
363 young people's societies in the Lon-
don Conference, with a total membarship
ol 40! Tnese figures show a de-
crease, but small as tnat deciease is, re-
latively speaking, it is hopeu that this
year will witness that decrease converted
into such a large increase toat next
June's report will show the largest nwm-
ber of Leagues and League members that
the London Conference has cver had.
Here is work especially for district offi-
cers, On some districts the Leazue offi-
cers are very energetic and enterprising,
and the result is seen in new Leagues be-
ing formed, defunct ones being revived,
and weak ones being strengthened. It
every leaguer will put forth an earnest
effort to increase the number of mem-
bers in his League, the most sanguine
expectations will be more than realized.
Let no League rest satisfied with its
present membership. We must be both
aggressive and progressive. While the
Leagues do well in raising over $4,500 for
missions in this Conference, could not
much more be done? As to the other
connexional funds, one can only note the
smallness of the amounts.” For our
General League Fund only $270 were
given last year, while the sums contri-
buted to the Superannuation Fund and
Educational Fund were so small one
hesitates to mention them. Our Leagues
should never forget that we are a con-
nection, and that our very strength, yea,
our very life under God, rests on that
fact. If every League will do some-
thing, even though it be but a trifle,
for each of these important and leading
connexional funds, it will awaken a
deeper interest in and a greater love for
our Church as a whole. In conclusion,
our leaguers are reminded that there are
only 1,000 coples of our splendid and
brilliantly edited League paper—the
Canadian Epworth BEra—circulated in
this Conference. It is a periodical of
snch excellence it ought to have twice as
many subscribers, and of such excellence
that once taken it is sure to be con-
tinued. We are grateful to God for our
past prosperity, and with a still stronger
faith and more earnest purpose would
go forth “to look up and lift up for
Christ and the Church.”

(. H. ConsLepick, President,
A. K. Birks, Secretary.

Toronto Central District.

Rev. R. Whitfield Large, M.D,, who re-
presents Toronto Central District of
Leagues as their missionary at Bella
Bella, B.C., has just returned from a
brief vacation in the East. During his
stay he visited many of the societies in
the district, and before his departure an
evening was held in his honor at the
home of Dr. F. C. Stephenson. The
presidents and vice-presidents of the
Leagues were present with some inter-
ested friends, including the district's for-
mer missionary representatives, Dr. and
Mrs. Jackson and Rev. Mr. and Mrs.
Large, sen. A very pleasant and informal
programme was given, Dr. and Mrs.
Large both contributing in music and
song. Before serving refreshments,
which brought the evening to a close, an
operating table and a small purse of
gold were presented to Dr. Large, the
first being for use in the new hospital
at Belia Bella, and the latter intended
for the purchase of a shotgun.

Many who were heretofore unacquaint-
ed with the Doctor except as ““our mis-
sionary,” found in him a genial and
warm-hearted friend, and one whose per-
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.
sonality, skill and devotion renders him
specially adapted to his work as a medi-
cal missionary. Earnest prayers follow
Dr. and Mrs. Large in the continuance
of their labors in the west, and a deeper
interest is already manifest in the wel-
fare of those to whom they minister.

Bay of Quinte Conference Conven-
tion.

The fifth conveniion of the Bay of
Quinte Conference League was held in the
Methodist church, Deseronto, on February
18 to 20. All the districts were repre-
sented.  Nearly one hundred delegates
were present

On Tuesday evening addresses of wel
come were given by Mr. E. W. Rathbun,
mayor of Deseronto; Mr. Doraelly, presi-
dent of the Christian Endeavor Society of
the Presbyterian Church; and Mr. G. E.
Deroche, president of the local Epworth
League. Rev. H. B. Kenny, of Millbrook,
replied on behalf of the delegates.

A feature of the convention was an
hour's Bible study on Wednesday and
Thursday mornings, conducted by Prof.
McLaughlin, of Victoria College, The
first study was on “ The Kingdom of God.”
The leader followed the idea of the king-
dom of God briefly through the Old
Testament, then into the New, as con-
tained in Christ's life and teaching, being
based on selections read from St. Luke.
The Bible study Thursday morning on
“The Christian Church,” was equally
helpful, The convention approved heartily
of making special devotional studies a
prominent feature in all our conventions.

The address of the president, Mr. W,
R. Courtice, showed a slight decrease in
the number of Leagues and members in
the last two years. More substantial
work, however, is being done, and there
is already a steady move upwards again
on all sides. He said the young men of
the Church are not doing their fair share
of League work. Some of the ministers
are still out of harmony with the Leagues,
and local losses are often traced to the
pastor's indifference. The great majority
of pastors are enthusiastic Leaguers. The
Christian Endeavor department work
centred around two papers, one on per-
sonal work, by Miss Davey, Orono, and
another on * Bible Study,” by Rev. A. W.
Coone, Bewdley, and in the discussion
which followed it was shown that the
Leagues are an aggressive evangelical
force. On several districts the forward
evangelistic Bible study in St. Matthew
had been taken up in October, followed by
a week of special meetings. In every
case conversions were reported, and the
membership of the League and the
Church increased. Every League was
strongly urged to take up this work next
fall. The work of the Literary Depart-
ment gathered around a paper on “ The
Literary Evening,” by Rev. H. W. Foley,
and one on “ The Reading Circle,” by
Rev. G. E. Porter, of Frankfort. The
Literary Department of our Leagues
should create and develop tastes for liter-
ature that our Church may take her
rightful place in Canadian hterature.
There was evidence that the Leagues are
doing an important work in their literary
work and reading circles. The Social
Department felt that there was a lack of
definiteness in its work. Tt feels a need
of some centre around which to work,
such as the Forward Movement for Mis-
sions in the Missionary Department, the
prayer-meeting of the Christian Endeavor,
ete. Yet much good is being done in
visitation of the sick, and in creating a
sociable spirit in the church. Miss M.

Belleville, the work

of the Social Committee outside the

e 18 looking up strangers in the

neighborhood, and also in making itself

felt in the social amusements and even-
ing parties.
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The Missionary Department gave cause
for greal encouragement.  Five mission-
arles are being supporied, some in ru.l.
Eyvery wistrict 18 organized 1oc the For-
ward Movement for Missions, Bowmau-
ville District leads in the amount given
with $408. Campbellford leads in pro-
portion to numbers, with about sixty-five
cents per member. The need of more
missionary education is widely felt. Some
Leagues hold regular mission study les-
sons, Miss Joness, Bowmanvilie, in a
“model missionary meeting,” showed the
great needs of work among the strangers
within our gates, Dr. Stephenson, of To-
ronto, said that the days of campaigning
are past. The Forward Movement must
work its own way out into the whole
Church. He proposed magic-lantern ex-
hibitions and stereopticon views, as a
means to missionary education. He also
spoke about the * Summer School,” and
it was decided to urge some features of
thie work upon all the Conferences and
district conventions.

A resolution was introduced protesting
against any change in the restrictive rules
of the Church, After some discussion
the following was adopted as a substitute:

“That whereas there is, on the part of
some, an agitation for the elimination of
the note explanatory to rule in the Dis-
eipline of our Church referring to amuse-
ments, be it therefore resolved, that
should said agitation for elimination in-
dicate a desire to open a wider door to
worldliness or indulgence, we then, as
Leaguers, stand for the retenfion of the
note and rule; but if said elimination
leaves room for a broader application and
acceptance of the principles any genius
of our holy religion, leaving upon the
individual the responsibility of practic-
ing the self-denials of the Gospel in the
spirit of Christ, then we take no excep-
tion.”

The evening sessions were characterized
by public addresses. Stirring and timely
addresses were delivered by Rev. Dr.
Saunders, Cobourg, on * Ambassadors " ;
by Rev. E. B. Lanceley, Port Hope, on the
“ Mission of Missions”; and Rev. V. H.
Emory, Whitby, on “ The New Patriot-
ism.” Rev. J. C. Wilson, president of the
Conference, gave an address of official
recognition; and Rev. Dr. Crothers, of
Belleville, closed the convention with an
impressive consecration service.

Bverybody was pleased with the spirit
and tone of the convention. It was con-
ducted in as business-like a manner as
is the Annual Conference, and it showed
that the Epworth League is doing a grand
work for Methodism, thorough, earnest,
and far-reaching in its results.

The officers elected are: President,
Rev. H. B. Kennedy, Millbrook ; First
Vice-President, Mr. J. H. Reddick, Tren-
ton; Second Vice-President, Rev. J. P.
Berry, B.A,, Beaverton; Third Vice-Presi-
dent, Miss 1. Rogers, Cobourg; Fourth
Vice-President, Miss Jessie Arkett, Pic-
ton; Fifth Vice-President, Miss 8.
Brooking, Cobourg ; Secretary-Treasurer,
Rev. 8. C. Moore, B.A,, B.D,, Canton; Con-
ference representative, Mr. George E.
Deroche, Deseronto.

H. W. Forey, Convention Reporter.

An Hour in Japan.

On Monday evening, March 10th. the
Epworth League of the Methodist Church,
Simcoe, held a missionary bazaar, The
Windham League was invited, and a
splendid delegation was present. Mr.
Henry Joh y vi
of the district, acted as chairman, and
hig short sketches of Japanese life and
character contributed largely to the
evening's enjoyment.  Stereoscopic Jap-
anese views and native curios had been
secured from Dr. Stephenson. Toronto,
and the audience evinced a decided in-
terest in them. Mr. Frank Park sang
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a solo. A paper on Japanese customs
was read by Miss Stalker. Miss May
Austin read a letter from Rev. W, W.
Prudham, to whom the Simcoe District
is giving support, describing his work in
Japan; replies to this interesting letter
were read, on behalf of the Windham
and Simcoe Leagues, by Miss Isaacs and
Miss Edmonds respectively, Tea and
rice cakes were served in the library,
which was decorated in Oriental fashion.
Taking it all in all, it was a notably
unique miseionary gathering, and cannot
but be productive of increased interest
in, and knowledge of, the missionary
problems of the Far East. Rev. Mr.
Isaacs, senior pastor of Townsend Cir-
cuit, pronounced the benediction.—Brit-
ish Canadian,

Wiarton District,

The officers elected for the present year
of the Wiarton District are: Hon.
President, Rev. George Clark, Ph.D.,
Wiarton ; President, Rev. A. 8. Colwell,
B.A., Colpoy's Bay; First Vice-Presi-
dent, A. A, Evans, Allenford; Second
Vice-President, Rev. A, W. Shepperson,
Kemble ;  Third Vice-President, Miss
Carlill, Tara; Fourth Vice-President,
Miss Newman, Wiarton; Secretary-
Treasurer, Miss Mary Crawford, Ark-
wright ; Conference  Representative,
Rev. W. J. Brandon, Allenford.

Would the Leagues of the district
kindly arrange to have one or more of
the members of the executive visit them
during the spring and summer, as we
believe by thus drawing the Leagues to-
gether it would increase the connexional
spirit, and inculcate a deeper interest in
the various departments of League work.

Just a Line or Two.

The Epworth League at Tilsonburg re-
cently had a most interesting  Evening
with Tennyson.”

Bowmanville League publishes a local
paper called ““ The Portfolio.” It is read
at the monthly literary meeting.

“ Vaccination as a means of preventing
smallpox” was discussed at a recent
Literary meeting of Norfolk Street
League, Guelph.

The Brighton Leagues have been de-
bating the question : “ Resolved, that
Moses was a greater man than Paul.”
The judges decided in favor of the

negative.
The inmates of the Aged People's
Home, London, were entertained in a

pleasant manner at the home recently
by the missionary department of the
First Methodist Church Epworth League.

The League of Wesley Church, Am-
herstburg, not long ago had a temper-
ance evening. Papers were read on
the Crooks Act, the Gothenburg system,
the proposed prohibitory legislation, and
high license.

The Uxbridge League had a debate a
few evenings ago, which aroused con-
siderable interest. The subject was
“ Resolved, that old-time Methodism was
more successful and aggressive than
modern Methodism.”

The Epworth League of Galt Methodist
Church recently held its semi-annual re-
ception for students and other young peo-
ple. There was a good attendance, and
the visitors were entertained in a most
hospitable manner, and were invited to
attend the regular meetings of the
League.

At a literary meeting held on Feb.
25th, the Norfolk Street League, Guelph,
enjoyed an address by Mr. E. L. Hill, of
Trinity Baptist Church, in which he took
up the writings of the four apostles,
and compared them one with the other,
llustrating their different styles of writ-
ing with passages from each.
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S
Forward Movement for [Hissions

In charge of F. C. STEPHENSON, M.D., C M.,
Qorresponding member of the Students’' Mission-
ary Campaign, 81 Czar Street, Toronto.

Protestant Missions in Japan.

165_9?872.

The first period of missions in Japan
(1859-1872) was a period of persecution
and ‘mprisonment. Intercourse between
the missionaries and the natives was
watched by Government sples. The mis-
sionaries, like other foreigners, were be-
lieved to have come to seduce the people
of the God country (Japan) from their
loyalty and to corrupt their morals. The
man who killed a foreign barbarian was
a patriot, the more so if he put out of
the way a teacher of the wicked sect.

Was ever a fleld so discouraging ?
When the profession of the faith is pro
claimed a death crime by the rulers;
when the lower classes fear, and the
upper ciasses hate the missionaries;
when they are themselves practically
shut up as prisoners within the narrow
concessions, what could they do? Two
things they could do: slowly win the
confidence of the Japanese and learn
their difficult language, yea, they did a
third thing. Strangely enough, several
daimyos, or feudal lords, suspicious as
they were, yet eager to get the clue to
the foreigner's knowledge, requested the
missionaries to teach their sons. Even
before the revolution, Drs. Verbeck,
Brown, and Griffs laid the foundation of
what afterward became the national sys-
tem of education. This is unparalleled
in missionary history, that from the very
outset, while persecution was raging and
the cross hated, so many young men,
destined to be the leaders of the new
era, should come under the training of
the missionaries.

1872-1890.

Second period (1872-1890). Rapid and
aggressive expansion. How strong the
opposition was during the first period
let the small number of converts an-
swer—only ten converts in twelve years.
Not until 1872 was the first little church
organized. It was in Yokohama's for-
eign concession, under the American flag,
and consisted of only twelve members.
It was a mustard seed, but it began to
grow, and will grow into a great tree
giving food and shade to millions of
souls.

The Church of Japan was born in
prayer. When Prince Iwakura's em-
bass# returned from Europe and America
(1872) a change took place among many
leading spirits of the nation. The pub-
lic edict-boards against Christianity were
taken down, and many Japanese began to
feel that the old system of things must
pass away and a new policy and system
modelled—not after China—but after the
‘Western nations, must be adopted.

With a rapidity unknown before among
the Asiatics, many great things were ac-
complished during this second period.
Feudalism and daimyo rule over the
clang were overthrown; the class privi-
leges of the two-sworded Samurai were
abolished; the common people were
emancipated from feudal serfdom; the
central government, with its cabinet de-
partments, was co-ordinated with the
provinces, their respective governors ap-
pointed by the crown; a modern system
of education under foreign auspices was
organized; a modern police system,
modern banks and coinage, post-offices
and telegraphs, steamship companies,
railways, mines, and manufacturing, all
according to foreign model and methods,
were started and subsidized by the new
fmperial government. We doubt if

changes so many and so radical, in so
short a time, ever took place in any
other nation.

As for the missionaries, their schools
were crowded to overflowing; chapels,
too, sprang up everywhere, regular
churches were organized, native preach-
ers were ordained, doors were opened on
all sides, and calls from all directions
for all sorts of work came thick and
fast. What with preaching, itinerating,
teaching, writing, visiting, and receiving,
interviewing, etc,, the missionaries and
their poor wives were kept on the run
day and night.

In Osaka, in 1883, the General Confer-
ence of Protestant missionaries was held
for a week. That was an epoch-mak-
ing assembly, and the Holy Ghost pre-
sided over their spirits and melted all
hearts into one sweet cup of brotherly
love and peace. Revivals broke out, a
great stir was made, and converts were
multiplied by the hundreds. But as
there was no adequate provision for con-
serving these results it was not an abid-
ing change.

1890-1900,

Third period (1890-1900). Slower but
healthier movements. The rapid ad-
vance of missions and the admiration
for everything foreign reached their
climax about the year 1890. There were
causes. (1) The conviction of thought-
ful Japanese leaders that Japan would
soon be swept off her feet bodily, and
into an untried foreign sea. (2) The
discovery that all foreign glitterings
were not gold. (3) The bringing in of
Unitarian, rationalistic, and scientific
scepticism from Christian nations. (4)
A strong rally of the conservatives, to-
gether with Buddhist priests, by appeal-
ing to Japanese patriotism touching the
foreign treaties,

But let no one suppose that during
this period Christianity made no sub
stantial progress. A sifting was needed,
in which the faith of some did collapse,
but that of many was the more con-
firmed. The converts were fewer, but
more intelligent, and  thoroughly
grounded; revivals were not so sweeping,
but less sensational. Real fidelity and
self-denial were tested, the spirit of self-
support developed, and the moral in-
fluence of the Christians became more
potent in the nation.—Dr. Newton, in an
address at the New Orleans Conference,
1901.

Some Incidents of the Recent Great
Forward Movement in Japan,

A FIVE-MINUTY A JUVENILE

Public speech seems a natural gift in
Japan. One is often astonished at the
readiness of school boys in addressing
andiences. We heard a fiveminute ser-
mon on the street one evening just be-
fore the hour for the service, from a
mere lad, not more than fourteen or
fifteen years of age, who hit upon the
sallent points of Christian doctrine in a
few chosen words—a theologian could
not have done better—while his com-
panions, some with banners bearing the
name of the church to which the band
belonged, some with bundles of tracts
and hand-bills stood around him. His
hearers, men, women, and children, lis-
tened respectfully to the end, and we
hope some of them found their way to
the church near by. Certainly they all
heard something of the great funda-
mental truths of the Bible. May we not
expect that of the large number of young
men and boys who have taken part in
the street preaching many will feel the
call to themselves to the ministry of the
Word, and prepare themselves accord-
ingly ? We know at least one young
man who has been led by these meet-
ings to abandon his cherished plan of a
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distinguished professional career in
order to give his life to the work of the
Gospel.

GESOKUBAN ; OR, SHOE CARETAKERS,

One of the indispensable functionaries
in every Japanese audience room is the
Gesokuban (caretaker of foot-gear), who
takes charge of the sandals, overshoes
and umbrellas of the audience. The
lack of such an attendant (in a large
audience several are needed) would be a
serious hindrance to the gathering of an
audience. This position, however, is
considered a very menial one, and not
a little money would be required to em-
ploy geshokuban for such meetings as we
have been holding. In these campaigns
every penny is needed for tracts and
other necessary implements of warfare,
Much surprise and admiration has been
called forth from our Japanese brethren
by the fact that in their zeal to work
for God, the women of the churches,
many of them students of the higher
schools, and many women of high social
position, among them the wife of a
nobleman, have been acting as gesokuban
at the church doors, and as ushers.
Others walked up and down the aisles
on hot nights fanning the people as they
listened to the Gospel. An evangelist
reported with unbounded admiration
that he had seen a foreign missionary
lady helping in this fanning process.

WHAT A CHRISTIAN WOMAN DID.

Early in the Kyobashiku campaign the
workers found that the tracts available
for distribution were not written in

i ly simple 1 for the
masses. This fact was reported at the
union prayer-meeting. The next day a
manuscript leaflet was presented and
unanimously approved, the work of a
Christian woman, who withheld her
name, and who accompanied the offer-
ing with five yen toward the expense of
printing. A large edition of the leaflet
was printed immediately, and put into
the hands of the volunteer bands for
distribution. By this means this wo-
man, who was an invalid and unable to
attend the meetings, has been telling the
story of Jesus and his love to multitudes
of her countrymen. The woman who
rendered this valuable service, we have
learned since, is Mrs. Ando Ando, wife of
the well-known temperance worker. Her
husband was himself unaware of her
authorship of the tract, and spoke strong
words of approval when he heard it read.
This is but a single instance of the many
in which faithful women have rendered
signal services in this great work.

Things to ke Remembered About
Japan,

That Japan is about as large as the
State of California.

That though beautiful, it is so moun-
tainous that only about one-tenth of it
is_under cultivation.

That in this space live 45.000,000 peo-
ple, 43,000 of whom are Christians,

That though there is no immigration
the population i rapidly increasing.

That the Government is a constitu-
tional monarchy, the Emperor being as-
sisted by a Cabinet and by a Congress
chosen by the people. Suffrage is limited
by property qualification,

That as a whole the country is well
governed. Life and property are as safe
everywhere in Japan as in America.

That Japan has railroads, steamships,
an army and navy, electric telegraph
telephones, street rallways, sanitary regu.
lations, an excellent school system, and
everything that marks a civilized, pro-
gressive community. Letters are de-
livered at the houses all over the land.

That notwithstanding all this, heathen-
ism is still strong in Japan. Many of
the more Intelligent are utterly indiffer-
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ent to any religion.
ly increasing.

That whether heathen or infidel, in
spite of all their intelligince and pro-
gress, the people of Japan are without
Christ.

That as Paul was sent to the Greeks
and Romans, so we are sent to the
Japanese,

Recommended Books on Japan.

“Japan and its Regeneration.” By
Otis Carey. Price, 35 cents. This book
is one of the text-books issued by the
Educational Department of the Student
Volunteer Movement. We heartily re-
commend it to every one wishing to
study Japan, past and present. It con-
tains up-to-date missionary map of Japan
and reliable statistics,

This class is rapid-

“Japan, the Land of the Morning.”
By Rev. Jno. Saunby. Price,
“Verbeck of Japan” By W. E.
Griffith.  Price, $1.50,

* Japan; Its People and Missions.” By
Jesse Page. Price, 50 cents.

“The Gist of Japan.” By Rev. R. P.
Perry, AM., Ph.D. Price, $1.25.

* Japan, Country, Court, and People.”

By Dr. Newton. Price, §1.00. This
book is in our Reading Course for
1901-02,

The prices quoted for these books are
subject to the usual discount allowed to
Epworth Leagues and Sunday-schools.

Items About Japan.

Shintoism has twelve sects, 82,000
priests, and 193,000 shrines.

Buddhism has 41 sects, 81,000 priests,
and 108,000 temples. There is one
priest for every 280 people and one
temple for every 150 of a population.

Our mission work in Japan was be-
gun in 1873, when Rev. Dr. Cochran and
Dr. Macdonald undertook the opening
and establishing of our work in that
country.

The first mission station was Yoko-
hama, according to the Missionary Re-
port of 1873. In 1878 we had four mis-
sion stations, Tokyo, Shizuoka, Newaza,
and Kofu.

The Missionary Report of 1901 gives
Japan twenty-four missionaries, twenty-
thr e assistants, and two teachers, mak-
fug a total of fifty-nine missionaries and
a membership of 2,335.

The Measure of Giving.

As God hath prospered every one, so
should every one give. See how this con-
demns those persons who measure their
gifts by what they have been in the habit
of giving, or by what some one else gives.
Such giving as that is no giving at all.
“Let every one give as God hath pros-
pered him.” That is worship. That
takes God into account. That is accept-
able giving. Not what I used to give,
not what my neighbor gives, but “ as God
has prospered me.” * What shall I ren-
der unto the Lord for all his benefits to-
ward me? "—Rev. R. W. Van Shoick, D.D.

A Change of Opinion.

That missionaries have won a place for
themselves in India is shown by two re-
marks made concerning them.

Ninety-five years ago the directors of
the East India Company placed on solemn
record the declaration:

“The sending of Christian mission-
aries into our Eastern possessions is the
maddest, most expensive, most unwar
ranted project, that was ever proposed
by a lunatic enthusiast.”
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“Ten years ago Sir Rivers Thompson,
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, said:

“In my judgment Christian mission-
aries have done more real and lasting
good to the people of India than all
other agencies combined.”

News Items.

There will be a Summer School for the
study of the Bible and Missions in Vie-
toria University during the coming sum-
mer; the date is not yet decided upon.

Rev. Dr. Spencer, of Bella Coola, B.C.,
acknowledges with many thanks a box
of hospital supplies from the *“ busy
bees " of Berkeley Street Church, To-
ronto.

In the Springfield League there are 36
members, 26 of whom are giving sys-
tematically for missions. This number
is just ten members too few in propor-
tion to the League membership.

Since last October, seven of the mem-
bers of Mr. Emberson's Bible-class have
been baptized. On Christmas Day two
young men knocked at his door seeking
Christ, and were sent away comforted.

Word has been received from the Rev.
Geo, E. Hart, ell and Rev, W. J. Morti-
more from Japan. They report “all
well.” They had the pleasure of visit-
ing our missionaries in Tokyo for a
couple of hours before leaving for
Shanghai.

Rev. 8. D. Gaudin, of Nelson House,
has been assigned to the Epworth
Leagues of the St. Catharines and Wel-
land Districts for support—not Chatham
and Welland, as announced in last
month's Era.

The missionary spirit has taken strong
hold of the West End Methodist Church,
Montreal, P.Q., the members of which
purpose holding a special meeting in the
interests of the French Protestant Church,
Elizabeth Street, of which our devoted
missionary, Rev. Mr. Massicotte, is pastou

The Leagues of the Newfoundland
Conference are being helped in their
work through the efforts of T. B. Darby,
B.A.  He is trying to organize the
young people for missions. Many of the
Newfoundland young people are already
giving to our missionary work, but wish
to come into line on the “ Pray, Study,
Give” plan.

‘We are pleased to know that a decided
interest is manifest in the Montreal Dis-
trict in the French work. There is
quite a revival along this line. Let all
our beloved Church remember this work
in prayer. It is important to the indi-
viduals concerned, important to Canagda.
and important to the peace and prosperity
of our British Empire.

It you would like a map of the Do-
minion of Canada, 36 by 72 inches, you
may have one on application to Dr, F, C.
Stephenson, 81 Czar Street, Toronto, Ont.
Enclose ten cents for postage. These
maps, when mounted on cotton and our
mission stations marked with legal seals,
are an open sermon for missions when
hung in the League room.

The Shakespeare class which Mr. Em-
berson conducts, the members of which
are chiefly teachers in the Normal and
Middle Schools, has given rise to another
and more important study. The teach-
ers have asked Mr. Emberson to form a
class for the study of the English Bible.
The many references to the Bible which
they found in English literature led them
10 believe that the Bible must be a very
important book, and therefore they
wished to study it. This iwust result in
he conversion of some of these Bible
¢tudents, for God's Word “ cainot return
uito him void.”
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Montreal District reports, through Mr.
Howell, the following Leagues which are
giving more than two cents per week per
member for the year ending 1901 : East
End, 50 members, $53.12 contr
Fairmount Avenue, 36 members,
contributed; Mountain Street, 24 mem-
bers, $46.41 contributed; Westmount, 41
members, $76.45 contributed.

One of our pastors writes : *“ We have
changed our method of raising mission-
ary money in our Leagues to that of the
Scriptural * Pray, Study, Give' plan, and
as a result there is an increased vitality
in the League itself as well as increased
generosity. This is another testimony
to the only ‘orthodox’ method of rais-
ing money for missions and 1 am re-
joicing in the success of it here.”

Several of our University students
have volunteered for the foreign mission
field.  Since the Student Volunteer Con-
vention noon-prayer meetings have been
held among the students in Victoria Uni-
versity.  Special Sunday morning meet-
ings have also been held. While thess
men offer for the field our Mission
Board is powerless to send them unless
we as Leaguers, through prayer and
sacrifice, supply the means,

Rev. Robert Emberson, of Shizuoka,
Japan, for some time past has had a
class of officers of the army, numbering
about 35, composed of majors, captains,
lieutenants. This is a wonderful door
open for work. For some time the class
had been held at Mr. Emberson’s home,
but lately the officers asked him to go to
their messroom and meet the class
every Wednesday night. Jn this way
he has access to both men and officers,
who number about 2,500 in that ecity.
The colonel of the regiment has given
Mr. Emberson a passport which allows
him to go in at any gate and visit the
men.

Through the efforts and kindness of
some of Mr. Emberson’s friends, a box of
books has been sent him for use in the
work among the military men. Mr.
Emberson wrote, saying “ These officers
are in dead earnest, ar  are ready to
read good, eolid relig cus books. [
must have books for their.” The letter
only came in a couple of days before Dr.
Sutherland left for Japan. It was a
great pleasure to be able to send the
books with Dr, Sutherland for this im-
portant work.

Nelson House Mission is preparing for
a new church and school. Mr. Gaudin
writes that he was off with a gang of
men, and they cut, hewed, and hauled
home about 100 logs from a distance of
twenty miles. Part of the logs were
sawn by hand into boards. The frame
of a small school-house has been put up.
Mr. Gaudin hopes to have it ready for
use before very 'ong. This school has
not cost the Missionary Society a cent
so far, but it has cost the missionary
a good many hard days’ work with his
axe and saw. Mr. Gaudin has been ap
pointed as representative of the Ej-
worth Leagues of the St. Catharines and
Welland Districts.

An Indian writes : “ Our children been
to school now, so we believe that thess
children will know more than we know.
‘We don't know much about the Bible,
but we keep on learning. We are not
born from the Bible, we are born in
darkness of sin, and Jesus brought us
from darkness unto light. Now we all
say we try to do the best we can this
year. Now, brother in Jesus Man you
are my friend, now please remember ns
in your pray and send me words to
make our hearts strong. All your
friends send a thankful to you for your
kind letter. If the Lord helping us we
will try to give a cent every week this
year. Your sincere brother in Jesus,

Signed,
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APRIL 13—“GIVING: ITS LAW, ITS
REFLEX INFLUENCE"

2 Cor, 8. 15 0.6,7; 1Cor. 16, 1, 2,

Hose Reavisos,
Mon., Apr. 7. Quiet charity
Tues., A From what one has
Wed,, Apr. 0, Liberal giving
Thu.,” Apr. 10, Rewards of gving
Fri., Apr. 11 Im--.m,..mrln.u.l
Sat., Apr. 1% More biessed to give

Matt, 6, 14
Mark 12, 4144

a. 38, O
Acts 20, 25.

The League meeting this week should
have for its main object the consideration
of systematic and proportionate giving.
One of the things most needed by the
Church to-day is the consecration of the
pocket-book, Talking with an experi-
enced Recording Steward some time ago,
we were lamenting the existence of
church debts, and the difficulty of raising
the money necessary to meet the ex-
penses of church management. This lay-
man stated as the leading cause of the
state of things In question, as follows :
“The people don't give." He stated
that out of a membership of 600 in the
church he represented, there were only
250 giving weekly through the envelope.
If this is a sample case, and there is no
reason to believe that it is exceptional,
it is a lamentable condition to exist in
the great Methodist Church in Canada.
And it is time that loyal young Meth-
odists were considering the important
subject of systematic and proportionate
glving to the cause of God, and the vital
relation between the prosperity of the
Church and the consecrated givings of
the people. It is true that nearly every
church, if not every one, has its number
of liberal supporters; but the number
who give “as God has prospered them '
is far too small. Very few give a fair
proportion of their income, and give it
regularly. If all members of the Church,
and all professing Christians would re-
“ognize their duty and enjoy their privi-
lege in this regard, there would be no
serious difficulty in the financial man-
agement of the Church.

LOOK AT YOUR NEIGHBORS,

Comparisons are sometimes helpful
Think of this, young people. We are
Protestants, and claim an open Bible,
and freedom from priestly dictatorship.
But should we be less loyal and respon-
sive to the call of God and the Church
because of this 2 Should not the quali-
ties of loyalty and responsiveness to
righteous appeal be all the more opera-
tive in us because of our Protestant prin-
ciples 2 The Roman Church appears to
have from its adherents the necessary
means for the successful financial opera-
tion of its ecclesiastical enterprise.
Romanists feel and recognize the claims
of the Church as not only important, bhut
vital We may not endorse the methods
which secure their fealty, but we must
admire their faithfulness, and should pro-
fit by it as an example.  Submission to
efficient leadership, practical endorse-
ment of methods of work, financial sup-
port of Church claims—these are things
much needed now in Methodism-  Shall
not our young people rise to the occasion.
honor themselves, and prove loyal to
Christ and the Church by a recognition
of these essential elements in Church
progress and prosperity ?

HOW TO BEGIN.

Begin by remembering that you are
not your own.  As a Christian, what you

have, as well as what you are, is the
outcome of the goodness of God. In the
eyes of your Lord you do not absolutely
own anything. You are but a steward
of the gifts of the Creator. After you
have done with them, you cannot take
them with you. Some one else becomes
@ steward of that over which you have
been overseer.  While a steward of God's
gifts, you must exercise just and skilful
management.  You must give back to
the owner a portion of his own for the
establishment of the owner's kingdom.
You are called upon to maintain * the
Church of the living God, the pillar and
ground of the truth.” This should be
done in the spirt of love for the owner
who has entrusted you with his gifts, and
allows you so much a share of them for
your own well-being. And even in the
portion you return, you are really enrich-
ing yourself, and providing for your
present and eternal welfare. In the
light of this solemn truth, you should
each ask yourself the question, * How
much owest thou unto my Lord ?”

THE SFIRIT OF GIVI

The passage in Mark referring to the
widow’s contribution (Mark 12, 41-44) en-
forces the truth of our subject. The
treasury in front of the sanctuary, into
which the widow and the other worship;
pers put their givings, consisted of thir-
teen brazen chests, called trumpets, from
their peculiar shape, swelling out below,
and tapering upward with a narrow
mouth or opening, into which the contri-
butions were put. The money given was
for the sacrifices and the giving was
voluntary. Here we see the true spirit
of Christian giving—it is voluntary.
Offerings to God are not forced, as civic
taxes are, by the strong arm of the law:
they are the outcome of a willing mind
and a loving heart—a mind made willing
by knowledge of the divine claims; a
heart made loving by reciprocating of
affection.  *“We love him, because he
first loved us.” As Jesus sat by the
treasury, he beheld how the people pre-
sented their offerings. He was not only
interested in the amount, but chiefly, as
the narrative indicates, in the manner
and spirit of the giving.

A DOUBLE COMMENDATION,

Jesus appears to have commended the
widow for two things: (a) Because her
offering, like all the others, was volun-
tary. And if any one had good reason
for not giving anything that day—the
time of the free-will offering—surely the
widow was that person! for her entirve
meaus amounted to one farthing, about
two-fifths of a cent in our money. But
she did not allow her poverty to prevent
her privilege of giving to God. The
Saviour commended the widow (b) be-
cause, although poor, she gave what she
could.  She did not say to herself, ** My
farthing will look very small by the side
of the gold coins of the rich people. It
won't help much at best. It isn't worth
putting in.  Some one will laugh at me
when they hear the farthing drop into the
trumpet. I think I won't give. Let
those rich men support the temple.” If
she had said this, as many poor people
say in effect these days, she would have
deprived herself of a personal blessing.
the treasury of some needed help, womid
have lost the eulogium of her Saviour,
and the famous farthing would never
have been immortalized. (¢) Because
it was love which prompted the gift. The
value of the offering in our Saviour's
estimation was enhanced, no doubt, by
the spirit of love for God and his cause
which the gift conveyed. Christ's teach-
ing is, let every one give something, and
let that something indicate loving sacri-
fice for the ereat cause of Christ and the
Church.  The motive, the intent, is the
leading factor in determining the charac-
ter of any act of service done for our
Lord.

Argis, 1902—26

HOW MUCH TO GIVE.

Well, the tithes which the Jew gave
for religious purposes represented but a
small portion of his gifts to God. There
were many demands for charity which he
was expected to meet. First of all, his
gift was the tenth. That he must give
And if the Jew with Lis limited religious
ad and bl as I i
with those of the Christian, gave his tenth
to the cause of God, should we in the
blaze of Gospel light and privilege give
less ?  Think of it, young people ! In
asking how much we should give for the
Lord's work, Christ himself has given an
answer, “ If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself.” This does not
necessarily imply a tenth or a twentieth,
but as much as will call for sacrifice. If
each follower of Christ would honestly
apply this test, would measure his giv-
ing by this rule, Christ's ministers would
never lack support, nor his work suffer
for funds,

POINTS FOK THE PRESIDENT.

Make this a practical business meeting
—business from the standpoint of the
Lord’s claim upon our givings. Make
clear that giving is as much a religious
exercise as praying, or reading the Bible
It is a religious act attended, as such, by
God’s blessing. Show that the Church is
hampered in its work by the failure of
the people to support its enterprises.
Urge the young people to begin at once
to give a proportion of their earnings
or income to the Lord. It might be in-
teresting to ask answers to the question
from all present: * How much do you
give weekly for the Lord's work ?"

THEO. J. PARR.

APRIL 20. “HOW CAN I KNOW THAT
I AM SAVED.”

Sahn 5. 32 1T John 8, 15; Bom. 8. 146; 1 John b 7,

Home Reavizes.

Salvation from what ?
Salvation - how
Sulvation —for whoum
Salvation : rosults
alvation rej
Sat, Apr. 19, Salation s

It is reasonable to suppose that when
a man forsakes sin and gives his heart
and life to God, he will have some evi-
dence that his offering is accepted. The
deluded worshippers of ancient Greece
and Rome, after praying to some idol,
1d wait a reply, and having heard the
r from what they supposed to be
the lips of the god, would depart, satisfied
that their petition had been heard. Not
deluded as these ancients were, we are
@ure from certain testimony that our
prayer has been answered of God, that
he has accepted us as his followers, and
that we have the privilege of sons of the
hizhest

In other words, it is possible to know
beyond the possibility of mistake that
we are Christians. It would be strange
if it were not so! Must we go wearily
through this world without the assurance
that God has accepted those who by faith
in Christ come to him? Must we be for-
ever uncertain whether or not our peace
is made with God, and that all is well for
the present, and for the future?

We present for the consideration and
comfort of the young people certain
truths and reflections thereon, from the
Word of God, which will lead us to the
restful conclusion, the joyous assurance
that “ We know that we have passed from
death unto life.”

We shall consider four things :

1. The assurance of God's Word.

2. The testimony of our own spirit.

3. The testimony of God's Spirit.

4. How may we distinguish the true
witness from the delusion? 2

OB CENS R DRRSE e e e
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1. The assurance of God's Word. In
the Bible, which is the Word of God,
we find the distinet declaration that if
we repent and believe we shall be saved.
We are told that if we come to Jesus he
will in no wise cast us out. The pro-
mises are explicit, certain, plain. God
does not, will not, cannot deceive. And
when we comply with the conditions we
may be sure that we are received by God.
and become his spiritual children.

When a lad, father asked us boys to
pile wood, and under the last stick we
would find five cents. We worked away,
and father arrived in time to see the last
stick piled, and gave us the reward. We
fulfilled the conditions and received what
was promised. So God promises that on
the fulfilment of conditions which he has
prescribed we shall be saved. We have
his word for it, and that is enough.

2. The testimony of our own hearts.
The foundation of this testimony is laid
in numerous texts of scripture, which de-
seribe the marks of the children of God.
“As many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God."” That is,
as many as are led by the Spirit, into all
holy thoughts, and righteous actions, they
are the sons of God. Our hearts testify
to us, whether we are thus led. And
when we are thus led, we conclude on
the assurance of God's Word, that we are
the sons of God.

Take some passages from the first
Epistle of 8t. John. * Hereby we know
that we do know him, if we keep his
commandments.”  2:3. Our hearts tes-
tify whether or not we keep God's com-
mandments, and if we do (on the basis
of faith), then the Word assures us that
“We know God.” *Whoso keepeth his
, in him verily is the love of God
; hereby know we that we are

2:5.

“If ye know that he is righteous, ye
know that every one that doeth righteous-
ness is born of him,” 2: 29,

“Hereby we know that we dwell in
him, because he hath given us of his
spirit.” 4: 13.

Now, here are plainly set forth the
marks of the followers of Christ:

“If we keep his ¢ e
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acteristics inward and outward, certain
changes in the manner of thinking, and
the manner of acting. The witness of
God's Spirit is a divine communication
to the soul of its acceptance with God.
It is clear that the witness of God's Spirit
must precede the witness of our own
spirit. For knowledge of acceptance
with God must precede knowledge of the
changes which follow acceptance.

Illustration.—Suppose an appletree to
be conscious of its existence, and of its
actions. The tree is planted, and begins
to grow. It is conscious of life—the life
that makes it grow. The second year it
puts forth flowers and bears fruit. It is
now conscious of bearing fruit. It was
first conscious of existing life, and then
conscious of producing fruit. So with the
Christian, he is first consclous of divine
life imparted to him by the Holy Spirit;
then he is conscious of the fruits which
are produced as a result of this life—
this divine life within. The first is the
witness of God’s Spirit. The second is
the witness of man’s spirit.

4. How may we distinguish the true
witness from a delusion? If you should
still inquire, How does the Spirit of God
witness with our spirit so as to exclude all
doubt on our part, the answer is to hand,

(a) As to the witness of our own spirit,
The soul evidently perceives when it loves
God, and delights in Him; just as when
it loves a friend and delights in his com-
panionship. Hence, he that loves God,
that delights in him with a humble joy,
and obedient love, is a child of God.
Thus, a Christian man can in no wise
doubt of his acceptance with God, of the
fact that he is a child of God.

(b) As to the certainty of the witness
of God’s Spirit with our spirit. How can
we be assured of this? It cannot be ex-
plained. The manner of its taking place
cannot be understood. But the fact still
remains. The fact we know. Namely,
that the Spirit of God does give a be-
liever such a testimony of his adoption.
And while it is present to the soul, he
can no more doubt the reality of his son-
ship than he can doubt of the shining of
the sun, while he stands in the full blaze
of I!s light and glory.

“Whoso keepeth his word; " * Every
one that doeth righteousness; " *“ And as
many as are led by the Spirit of God.”

If these marks are evident in our hearts
and lives, then we have God's Word for
it, that we are the sons of God. This is
rational evidence, the witness of our own
spirit, our reason, our understanding, If
then we have the consciousness that we
are inwardly conformed, by the Spirit of
God, to the image of his Son, and that
we walk before him in justice, mercy and
truth, doing these things which are pleas-
ing in his sight, then we are assured by
the testimony of our hearts to these
things, that we are the children of God.

Tlustration.—Oxygen is a colorless,
tasteless, odorless gas. It sustains life
and supports combustion. It forms 20
per cent. of the atmosphere, By compo-
sition with hydrogen in the proportion of
two to one, it forms water. When these
characteristics exist the element is oxy-
gen. So when the above spiritual char-
acteristics exist, the person is a Chris-
tian, and is thus assured of the fact.

3. The testimony of God's Spirit.—How
does the Spirit of God “ bear witness with
our spirit that we are the children of
God.”" Tt is hard to find language in the
words of men to explain  the deep things
of God.” But we might say that the tes-
timony of the Holy Spirit is “an in-
ward impression on the soul, whereby
the Spirit of God directly witnesses to
my spirit, that I am a child of God; that
Jesus Christ hath loved me and given
himself for me; that my sins are blotted
out and I, even I, am reconciled to God.”

You notice this is different from the
witness of our own spirit. The witness

of our spirit is based upon certain char-

q! ly, we are assured of our
auoptnme with God (1) from the assur-
ance of his Word; (2) from the testimony
of our own spirit; (3) from the testi-
mony of the Spirit of God.

‘ Thanks be unto God for his unspeak-
able gift!” Thanks be unto God who
giveth us to “know in whom we have
believed,” who hath sent forth the Spirit
of his son into our hearts, crying ““ Abba
Father,” and * bearing witness with my
spirit that I am a child of God.”

And let us see to it, that not only our
lips but our lives, show forth his praise.
If we have this blessed hope in ourselves,
let us purify ourselves as he is pure,
While we behold what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us that we
should be called “the children of God,”
let all our thoughts, words and works be
a spiritual sacrifice, holy, acceptable to
God, through Christ Jesus,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,
This topic presents one of the dis-
tinctive doctrines of Methodism—and a

precious doctrine it is. Do all in your
power to lead the young people to an in-
1ligent d dink of 1ts §

and its application to their own experi-
ences. Have four brief papers or ad-
dresses prepared by members of the
League as follows :

I can know that I am saved (1) By the
assurance of God's Word. (2) By the tes-
timony of my own spirit. (3) By the
testimony of God's Spirit. (4) How may
I distinguish the true witness from a de-
lusion? You will find help on all these
inquiries in the foregoing exposition,
which contains much of John Wesley's

putting of the case.
THEO. J. PARR,

123

APRIL 27, -“SAMUEL'S CALL.
1 Sam. 8 112
UNION MEETING WITH THE JUNIORS,
Howme ReapiNGs,
I . 11,22

. The chikt' hunilit
o child s duf
The chiid's kingdoin

Matt. 19, 1516

Sat., 'n-r 20,

Samuel, the last of the Judges, the
first of the prophets, whose name means
“ Asked of God,” when very young, was
taken by his mother to Eli, the High
Priest, at Shiloh, the religious capital
of Israel, and dedicated to the service
of the Lord. He lived in a time of
general religious decline, when the
word of the Lord was ‘“precious,” or
“rare."” Though living in the temple
he was not without great temptations,
for the active sons of Ell were ever set-
ting him a bad example. Yet he kept
his own life and heart pure amid all
the surrounding sin.  His early call to
be a servant of the Most High God is
full of instruction and encouragement
to those of us who have eyes to see
and ears to hear.

1. God calls His workmen, both
small and great, and usually from lowly
places. Moses from tending sheep to
become the great law-giver of his peo-
ple ; Joshua from being the servant of
Moses to become the leader of lIsrael's
host; Gideon from threshing wheat to
become a general and a judge ; David
from being a shepherd to become a king;
Elisha from ploughing with oxen to be-

come a mighty prophet of the Lord:
Simon and Andrew, James and John
from fishing to become *“fishers of

men”; Martin Luther from a humble
convent to become the torch-bearer of
the Reformation ; William Carey from a
cobbler's bench to become the founder
of modern missions ;: D. L. Moody from
a shoe-store to become the great flam-
ing evangel of the nineteenth century.
So Samuel was called from the simple
duty of opening temple doors and light-
ing and trimming lamps to become the

greatest judge and prophet Israel ever
had.

God as truly calls us to His service
to-day. If Samuel was called from

such lowly duties to a great life-work,
is it not possible God may call some
of us from our lowly work ? But it is
only those of us who are faithful in the
lowlier duties that God will entrust with
the higher service. Samuel was faith-
ful in the little things given him to do,
and though a mere youth ministered to
the Tord. We must not think that min-
istering to the Lord is only preaching
and praying, and teaching, and doing
rreat services ; little things, if done in
Christ's name, are ministries just as
beautiful and as acceptable as the great-
est things the greatest people can do.
1ike Samuel. we can open the temple
doors and light and trim the lamps by
feeding the hungry, visiting the sick,
caring for the poor, comforting the
troubled, bringing our associates to the
Sabbath-school and League and church
services, and when we perform such lit-
tle ministries to others. Christ tells us
we are doing them to Him. * Inasmuch
as ye did it unto one of the least of
these. ye did it unto me.”

2. The call came to Samuel when he
was obedient, and his heart was open to
divine influence. God spoke to the
youthful Samuel—obedient ; not to the
aged Eli—disobedient in not correcting
his wicked sons. It has ever been so.
It was to Abram, not to Lot, that God
revealed His purposes, and Himself.
Abram’s heart was open to God : Lot's
to Egypt and her voices. It was to
John, not Judas. that Christ held such
intimate fellowship, revealed the mys-
teries of His mission, and the glorions
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future of his kingdom. John's soul was
open to the influences of the Saviour;
Judas’ to those of the earth. God
wastes no visions on the blind, no
songs on the deaf, no calls on the dis-
obedient. To worshipping shepherds,
to praying Johns, to kneeling Stephens,
to inquiring Pauls, to clinging Jacobs,
to  repentant  Davids, to obedient
Samuels, d communicates His pur-
poses and issues calls for higher service,
We need never expect to learn more of
God’s will, to he taken into closer fel-
lowship with Him, to see visions and
hear voices and receive calls, unless,
like Samuel, we are constantly in the
spirit of ready obedience to parents, ana
teachers, and others placed over us, as
well as waiting patiently to hear further
instructions from above.

3. The call came to Samuel when only
twelve years of age, the age when good
King Josiah was called to his life-work,
Just the age of Jesus when He first be
gan to be “about His Father’s busines:
If God called Samuel when only a youth
of twelve years, may He not call many
of us Juniors and Seniors, though but
children and young people, to special
service for Him ? We may not have
to wait until we are men or women to
know what special work God has in
store for us. One thing is certain, God
does call every one of us in our youth
to become Christians. * Remember now
thy Creator in the days of thy youth."
“ My son, give me thine heart.” What
about the day when your pastor talked
to you and asked you to give your heart
te Jesus, and begin then to serve Him ?
That was the call of God to you. What
about the Sunday when your Sabbath-
school teacher so lovingly pleaded with
Yeiu to give your heart to the lord '
That was the call of God to you. What
#oout the day when your mother talked

0l 10 you and wanted you to begzin
vice of Jesus ? That was ‘he
call of God to you How have you re-
sponcec ?

God 18 wise in calling us to His ger-
vice in our youth. It is easier then to
become a Christian. We may never
live to be old BEven if we do, it is still
hest and right to begin now to serve
Him. Suppose you have a bouquet of
fragrant flowers, and keep them to your-
self until they are all faded, and then
send them as a present to a friend, is
not this the same as if you keep yonr
heart until it grows old and hard and
dry and withered, and then give it to
Christ ?  God calls and wants us now.
It is only when, like Samuel, like Jesus,
we are already serving God that He
honors us with a call for special service,
Happy are they who hear God's call in
the early morning of life. It is such
who are able to do a full day's work
for Him, and who at eventide hear Him
say, “ Well done, good and faithful ser-
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.”

1. When Samuel was called he did not
at first recognize it. Unacquainted
with the. visions of the Almighty, he
took that to be Eli's call, which was
really God's call. But God kept re-
peating the call, knowing that it was
not from unwillingness to hear or obey
that Samuel did not answer, but from
inexperience. When  Samuel under-
stood the call he was as ready to re-
spond to God's call as he was to Eli's,
Do we never make the mistake of
Samuel, and think the call of God merely
the call of parents or pastors or teach-
ers or friends ?  We do not understand
the Lord's voice, and think it is only a
human call we have had. Indeed, many
of God's calls to us to-day come through
human lips. We think it i8 only the
voice of man that we hear, and do not
rnderstand that the words are divine,
though the tones are human.

Who can tell what a great work

Christ has to give to some of us? He
has some work for every one, and any
work is a great honor, if it come from
Christ. God may call you to a great
work, a special life-work, even before
you are capable of fully comprehending
that work. What ought you to do?
Do as Samuel did.  Cousult, those over
you in the Lord, parents, pastors, teach-
ers, and God may use them as He did
Eli to show you that the voice is God's,
and that it is He who is calling you.
When, like Samuel, we do hear and un-
derstand the call, may we be as ready
as he was to obey it! May we live out
what we so0 often sing :

“ My gracious Lord, I own thy right
To every service I can pay,
And call it my supreme delight,
To hear thy summons and obey !"
REV. SANFORD E. MARSHALL,
Clifford, Ont.

MAY 4.-“PRAYER A NECESSITY.”
Mate, 26, 3846

Hose Reavisas.

1 Thess 5 16-2%
Luke 11, 913
610

«
Power in
. Answens 10 i

What the sunshine and rain are to
nature prayer is to the soul. Prayer is
the first true sign of spiritual life and a
means of maintaining it. Without this
one great pre-requisite there can be no
spiritual development. John Wesley de-
scribes prayer as a * spiritual rospiration
by which the life of God is kept alive in
the soul of man.” Prayer has a natural
effect in spiritualizing and elevating the
soul. It is instinctive to man. To
whatever country we may go we will find
men performing religious rites, and fore-
most among these is prayer. It would
be as impossible for man to live spiri-
tually without praying as it would be
for him to live physically without
breathing.

AN ILLUSTRATION,

There is a class of animals—the ceta-
ceous, neither fish nor sea fowl, that in-
habits the deep. They never leave it
for the shore. Yet though swimming
beneath the waves, and sounding its
darkest depths, they have ever and anon
to rise to the surface that they may
breathe the air. Without that theee
dwellers of the deep could not exist in
the dark element in which they live and
move, and have their being.  And some-
thing like what is imposed on them ag a
physical necessity the Christian has to
do by a spiritual one, It is by continu-
ally ascending up to God, by rising
through prayer into a loftier, purer re-
gion for supplies of Divine grace that
he maintaing his spiritual 1if>.  Prevent
these animals from rising to the surface
and they die for want of air: prevent the
Christian from rising to God, and he
dies for want of prayer, for it is the very
breath of faith.

THE CONNECTING LINK.

Prayer is the soul of man moving in
the presence of God for the purpose of
communicating its joy, or sorrow, or fear,
or hone (or any other conacious experi-
ence that it may have), to the heart of
a loving parent. It is the connerting
link between earth and heaven, without
which all communication would be cut
off. Cease praying, and we deprive our-
selves of the great privileze of inter-
course with the God who made us,
thereby shutting up the one avenue by
which he delights to reveal to us his
purpose in our lives,

AvgiL, 190298

SOME EXAMPLES.
All through the Old and New Testa-
ments we see the great nece:sity of
prayer. It was the “secre’ of power"
in the lives of the patriarchs and pro-
phets. It was when they were in close
communion with God that he unfolded
to them his will and commandments.
Take, for instance, the lives of Moses,
Elijah, Samuel, David—all prayerful,
holy men of God. While Saul lived a
praying life, he prospered and received
God’s blessing, but when he degenerated
into the profane all the beauty and
strength of his character vanished, and
in his last days he had only to reap the
bitter fruits of neglected privileges and
wasted powers. The soul that shuts it-
self off from God must surely starve.

THE GREAT MODEL.

In the New Testament our Lord and
his apostles by practice and precept
teach us the necessity of prayer. Christ
himself did not enjoin upon us a duty or
privilege which he did not perform or
enjoy, as we find him so frequently * go-
ing apart to pray,” and before any great
crisis in his life, we see him spending
long hours in prayer, as in the wilder-
ness (Matt, 4. 1-11) before choosing h's
disciples (Luke 6. 12). At the Mount
of Transfiguration (Luke 9. 28-36), and
in his intercessory prayer (John 17).

But our heart's deepest love is touched
when we look at him in that last sad
scene in the Garden of Gethsemane when
he is about to face and vanquish death.
His spirit is crushed with a great sor-
row; his whole being is swaying and
vibrating with the great struggle. He
has no earthly comfort, for his disciples
yet lack true spiritual sympathy, as they
are still looking for an earthly kingdom.
There, alone with God in all the inten-
sity of his soul, he pours out from those
holy lips that most beautiful prayer,
“Oh, my Father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass from me, nevertheless not
as I will, but as thou wilt,” and again,
“Oh, my Father, if this cup may not
pass from me, except 1 drink it, thy will
be done,” and the third time he prayed
the same words. Such a b:autiful spirit
of resignation he manifests in those
words, ** Thy will be done.” His Father
answered his prayer in giving him
strength to drink the bitter cup to its
dregs. So in our life we oftentimes cry
to God for something we crave for. but
God says no, because he has something
far superior in store for us, and in his
own good judgment regarding time and
manner he will endow us with it, and
thus answer the spirit of our earnest
prevailing, submissive prayer. Delays
are not denia's,. We are ap! to imagine
that the chief benefit of our supplications
will be the obtainment of the blessing
for which we make request; and yet
nothing outside of ug that can be se-
cured by prayer is comparable in pre-
clousness with the chanzes wrought in
us by heartfelt and prolonged communion
with God. Some one has defined prayer
as

“The mighty utterance of a mighty need,

The man is praying who doth press
with might,

Out of darkness into God's own light.”

PAUL'S EXPERIENCE,

The keyword of the success and power
in the life of Paul and all the apostles
is prayer. Breathing heavenward in
prayer is the beginning and ending of
man’s spiritual life on earth, as we see
in Paul (Acts 9, 6) and Stephen (Acts
7. 60). Paul begins his gpiritual life with
prayer and Stephen ends his with it. All
through the Acts of the Apostles we see
special prominence given to priver. On
all sorts of occasions, when wisdom and
guidance were spec'ally needed, we find
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their only resort was prayer. . The carly
church was a praying church, and by
using this means of grace became power-
ful and added daily unto its numbers,
All through Paul's Epistles he especially
emphasizes the necessity of continual,
fervent prayer. “Pray always,” says
the Apostle, * with all prayer and sup-
plication in the spirit and watching
thereunto with  all per:everance.”
Ardent prayer draws out the whole soul
after the blessing sought. This, con-
tinued for some time, or for any special
object, becomes supplication, and if the
heart of the supplicator is sound, full of
faith and love, God will honor that ear-
nestness and sincerity by giving him a
blessing above what he can ask or think
(Luke 18, 1-8).

“ Pray without ceasing,” Paul says, not
that the Christian can be always en-
gaged in the positive act, but he ought
to have a holy aptitude of prayer. The
bird is not always on the wing, but is
ready to fly in an instant, so the be-
liever {8 not always on the wing of
prayer, but he has such a gracious apti-
tude for this service, that he is prepared
in an instant when in danger or need to
fly for refuge to God.

WHAT KINDS OF PRAVER.

We may term prayer as being of two
kinde—social or public prayer, and pri-
vate and secret prayer. Soclal or pub-
lic prayer is like dwelling in the outer
court—an assembling together in public
places of worship and unitedly offering
unto God petitions and psalms of thanks-
glving. But secret prayer is an enter-
ing into the inner temple, the Holy of
Holies as a priest before God, enjoying
the closest soul communion and partak-
ing of his divine nature. None enter
the inner temple who are not found in
the outer court. Every want, every grief,
every anxiety, every temptation, every
friend, and every foe should be objects
of prayer, But prayer for spiritual
blessings for ourselves and for others is
the essence of prayer, and spiritual bless-
ings consist chiefly in the gift of the
Holy Spirit. Nothing is given us but
by the Holy Spirit. He takes of the
things of Christ and reveals them unto
us.

A GREAT NEED,

Another essential in every Christian
home is family prayer. It has been
said that a home without family prayer
is like a house without a roof, in which
there cannot be either peace, safety, or
comfort. Family prayer is a power
to unify homes, promote righteousness in
the land, and extend the kingdom of
Christ. We have seen the necessity of
prayer in the lives of the patriarchs and
prophets, and in Christ and the apostles,
It they needed this daily communion with
God, how much more do we need it to-
day. If the sinless Christ, the only Be-
gotten Son of God needed to spend long
hours and sometimes whole nights in
prayer how much more do we frail hu-
man creatures need to go to our Father
and his Father for wisdom, strength, and
grace to sustain us in our many trials
and temptations.

We have also seen the importance of
publie, family, and private prayer, and
when this is so necessary, can we not
trace the lack of spirituality and the
need of greater blessing back to the neg-
lect of this divine ordinance in our
churches, homes, and lives ? God is more
ready to give than we to receive, but we
must be worthy receptacles before he be-
stows his gifts.

“For so the whole round earth is every
way
Bound by gold chains about the feet of
God.”

MRS. (REV.) R. H. BELL,
Otterville, Ont.
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MAY 11, “JESUS, THE LIVING
BREAD.”

Juhn 6, 2

Hone Reavizos.

9. ** Broken for you.
Sat, May 10, Meat and drink.

It is well for young people to consider
not only the themes of Scripture that
point to practical work, but also those
that contain deep spiritual truth. In fact
all Christian work should be based on
the Spirit-life, We must first have
Christ “ within,” before we can manifest
Christ without. And to prevent our
faith being demolished by the winds and
storms of opposition from the worldliness
which surrounds us, we must be * rooted
and grounded ” in the truth. This week's
topic will have the tendency, if properly
studied and appropriated, both to give
us an insight into the necessary spiritual
basis for religious effort, and a view of a
great doctrine in which all believers
should be established—Christ, the Bread
of Life.

HOW CHRIST REVEALS HIMSELF,

Our Lord revealed himself, says one,
under many forms. To the woman at
the well, he was the water of life. To
the disciplss at one time he referred to
himself as the life in the vine. In the
Last Supper the wine is his blood given
for the salvation of the world. In one
topic Scripture, he presents himself as
“the true bread from heaven;” the
“bread of God,” and the “ bread of life.”
In and through all these forms our Lord
seeks to make the truth as simple and as
strong as possible. What appeals to one
mind may not appeal strongly to another.
One type of person is moved by the mani-
festation of life, as seen in the vine, an-
other by the sparkling cup of water just
out of the deep and cool well; another by
the fruit of the vine; while others are
impressed most by the life-sustaining
power of bread. We cannot represent
everything in Christ’s character under a
single symbol. Look for the essential
truth under each figure of speech and
thus determine the mind of the Spirit.

BREAD

Bread, implying food for the body, is
an essential for physical life. It is “ sine
qua non.” A very plain truth is this,
that the body can neither live nor work
without food. Man is absolutely depend-
ent for his very existence upon supplies
from the outside. His bread and water
must be sure, otherwise his life, so far
as it relates to this world, comes to an
end. Everybody knows this. And every-
body knew it in our Saviour's time. And
the Great Teacher used this fact with
which everybody is familiar to teach a
higher truth. And this higher truth ap-
pears as follows—Man has a spiritual
nature as well as a physical. The physi-
cal nature of man must have food or
perish. So the Spiritual nature must
have Christ as Saviour and Teacher ani
Lord, or lose its highest hopes and spiri-
tually perish. The ancient Greeks repre-
sented their gods as living on nectar and
ambrosia, drink and food of divine deli-
cacy and flavor, but not to be enjoyed by
mortals. But our Lord sends from hea-
ven the food of the immortals embodied
in Jesus Christ, that all may partake
thereof and life for ever.

AN ESSEN 1AL

THE MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL,

“Man shall not live by bread alone”
is a subject frequently and urgently re-
ferred to by our Lord. And there is a
reason for it. The spirit of practical ma-
terialism, of giving exclusive attention
to the things of the present world is a
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common evil, and exerts a baleful influ-
ence upon religious life and the interests
of men. Our Saviour was well aware of
this tendency and strove to correct it,
and lead men to put things in their pro-
per proportion, not only to attend to their
material interests, but also to their
spiritual well-being. * Labor not for the
meat which perisheth;” this is not the
chief purpose of man—" but for the meat
(food) which endureth unto everlasting
life.”” Put your life into that which is
permanent, not transient, not into the
things seen and temporal only, but into
the things wkich are not seen, and eter-
nal.

THE PROPER ORDER.

The spiritual life is of primary im
portance. Possessing that great boon,
there will be none of that over-anxious
striving after material things that takes
the true spring out of life and often em-
bitters it, but the angel of sweet content
will smile upon the way. The Gospel
order is contained in the memorable
words of our Lord: “Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness
(that is, spiritual things) and all these
things (that is, material things) shall
be added unto you.” God is the true
“gummum bonum, and possessing him,
his children possess all necessary things.
The highest good we can attain through
Christ alone. And for this true and
heavenly food men must labor. Not as
though it could be gained by their own
unaided effort, but that Christ gives it
when men strive after it—seek it, ear-
nestly, And doing so, it will be given,
and with it, every other needed gift.

SIDE-LIGHTS,

1. The soul needs food as really as the
hody.

The source of this food for the soul
is Jesus Christ.

3. The food of the soul is that which
supports its life, enlarges its being,
strengthens its faculties, develops its
moral character, and satisfles its longings
and aspirations.

4. The true aim and purpose of life is
that which is spiritual and eternal, be-
longing to the soul and the character
rather than the body.

6. The sentence which used to stand on
the title page of Sir Willlam Hamilton's
metaphysics is as true now as ever: “On
carth there is nothing great but man; in
man there is nothing great but mind.”

6. The greatest proof of Christianity is
Christ himself, his person, his works, his
character, his teachings, the effects of his
life upon the world.

7. The tests of the bread of life are:
(a) It is from God; (b) it is life-giving;
(e) it is for the whole world; (d) it
satisfies the wants of the soul.

8. The blessedness of the bread of life.
(a) It satisfies; (b) it continues; (c) it
gives safety; (d) it brings eternal life
here and hereafter.

9. God, conscience, and history bear
testimony to the fact that man cannot, in
his complex nature, be satisfied with ma-
terial things alone,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

In this topic you have the “ root of the
matter,” the essential thing in Chris-
tianity. Accept Christ as your life, ap-
propriate him in the various offices as
your spiritual food, and you have the
essentials of religion. Make this clear
at this meeting. Have two or three
short papers illustrating Christ’s relation
to men—*" Christ, the bread of life; "
* Christ, the water of life; " “ Christ, the
true vine; " “ Christ, the door.” Or,
have a short address or paper on “ How
manna illustrates Christ, the bread of
life.” Make the meeting deeply spiritual
by prayer, testimony, and Seripture quo-
tation, THEO. J. PARR.
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All communications for this Department should be
directed to REV, 8, T. BARTLETT, Box 216, Napanee,
Ontario, = He invites the co-operation of all Junior work
ers in making these pages both bright and profitab

Weekly Topics.
April 13th.—" A grandmother's boy."—
2 Tim. 1. 5,

This is a study of Timothy, especially
as a boy. Some knowledge, therefore, of
his early life is necessary. The follow-
ing is a brief outline, giving the facts,
as far as they can be gathered from the
New Testament references to him. Have
your Juniors thoroughly drilled in them
—knowing the Scripture references in
each case.

1. Timothy's father was a Greek.—
Acts 16. 1, 3.

2. His home was at Lystra or Derbe,
probably the former.—Acts 16. 1, 2; Acts
20. 4; 2 Tim, 3, 1L

3. Very likely his father (whose name
is not mentioned) died during the gon's
infancy or early childhood, as the care of
the boy seems to have devolved on the
mother and grandmother.—2 Tim. 1. 5.

4. He was early taught the Scriptures,
—2 Tim. 3. 15.

5. He became known as a good boy
when still quite young.—1 Tim. 1. 18; 2
Tim. 3, 11; Acts 16. 2. (A good reputa-
tion as the outgrowth of a good charac-
ter is what every boy should seek to
have.)

6. He was probably not very strong,
physically.—1 Tim. 5. 23.

7. Sensitive even to tears.—2 Tim. 1. 4.

8. Set apart to be Paul's companion
and co-worker (probably as an evangel-
ist).—Acts 16. 3; 1 Tim. 4. 14; 2 Tim,
1. 6.

With the details of his later life, our
topic does not deal. It is particularly
concerned with the boy Timothy at home.
From* the facts gleaned about him, we
judge him to have been well cared for,
well trained, well taught in the Scrip-
tures, and, in short, well started in life.
Here is an important point for parents.
S0 many seek to equip their boys phy-
sically, mentally, socially; but leave the
moral and spiritual education to the
Church or Sunday-school. The home is
the primary school of character. What
a boy learns there he will never forget,
and rarely shake off. A truly good home
in which the Word of God is the foun-
dation of the whole institution, is the
greatest stronghold of the nation. From
such we may expect good men to come.
(Ques. What is my home to the children
in it ?)  But it is not sufficient that
parents do their duty. The child must
do his. Timothy was in every way a
dutiful child. He not only knew, but
did what he knew. So many boys to-
day know more than they do! To
learn duty is not enough; but when we
pract what we have learned, we be-
come * well reported of.” Boys, like
men, are making a reputation for them-
selves. The world knows them by what
it sees of them, and every boy should
seek to deserve and possess a good name.
It was but a step from Timothy's home-
Tife to that of the church. So the home
and the church should join. From the
one, well-trained hoys should come to do
the work of the other in the salvation of
the whole world. There should he no
gap between early Christian life at home
and early work in the church. The
church needs these dutiful home boys.
But many a poor hoy has no such home
surronndings as Timothv. To these the
church ehould seek to be a mother, and

a grandmother she makes when her work
is well done. Go after the boys who
have a poor, lo '28s home. This is the
social side of tue Topic. Always seek
to be an honor and a strength to your
own home, Do mnothing to bring dis-
credit on it, or your parents. Live so
that your reputation in the community
will be an ornament and a joy to your
family, and then, in later life, you will
be able to trace your usefulness to early
religious training, and fidelity to youth-
ful education in the Word of God.

April 20th.—* A helpful lad.”—John 6.
5-13.

The following, written by Rev, W. F,
Crafts, over twenty years ago on this
subject, will form a mosi helpful read-
ing on the topic, if given by one of the
older Juniors :

“ Hundreds of years ago a boy lived
near the shores of a lake, which had
many cities around it, and many boats
on its waters.

“One day he saw a great crowd of peo-
ple following a kind-looking man toward
the shore of the lake, and when he asked
about it, one of the crowd said that the
man they were following could talk
wonderfully, and do things that nobody
ever saw done before. The boy had a
basket in his hand, with four or five
loaves of bread, and two or three little
fishes in it. I think he had been selling
bread and fish from his basket until now
it was almost empty. He Lurried on
with the crowd to see this wonderful
man, never thinking that he would
notice such a little boy as he was in such
a great crowd. It was in the morning,
and the people had left their beds very
early, on purpose to hear and see this
man. Before he could eat breakfast,
they crowded around this loving teacher.
He was also a loving physician, and
would sometimes pause in his teaching
to heal people whom no other doctors
could cure, He had so many questions
to answer, and so many people to cure,
that he could not stop long to eat or rest.
He loved others so much better than his
own comfort, that some selfish people
called him ‘crazy’; but, of course, he
was not.

“ At length this weary teacher got into
a boat to go across the lake and rest, but
the people ran around the shore so fast
that they reached the other side first. The
teacher was very tired, but he saw how
anxious the people were to know about
God and truth, and he taught them again
until it was almost night. Then he saw
that the people were getting hungry, for
they had forgotten to bring anything to
eat He was kind to their bodies, as
well as to their souls, and so he said to
his friends (he had twelve men always
with him, who were his dearest friends),
‘ Where can we buv bread for the people?
There were five thousand peovle in the
crowd, besides women and children. And
one of the teacher's friends, named Philip,
reckoned up and said, ‘Two hundred
pennyworth of bread wouldbeonly enough
for each one to have a little’ Two hun-
dred pennies in that country were a great
deal of money. A penny was all a man
#ot for working all day, so that it would
cost as much to feed the peonle as a man
could earn in two hundred days,

Another friend, named Andrew, looked
around to see if he conld find any food,
and he couldn't find any except what was
in the little hoy's basket, so he came back
feeling very much disconraged, and said,
‘ There is no food here, except that a boy
has five barley loaves and two small
fishes; but what are they among so many
peonle *  The loaves were round like
cookies, and as thin, but as wide as my
two hands—ten inches in diameter.

Now, do vou think that wonld he enough
to feed that great crowd of hungrv peo-
ple? It was. Every oue in that great
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crowd hadeall he wanted, and there was
enough left when they got through for
every one of the teacher's twelve triends
to have a basketful.

Now, how could that be? Do you
want me to tell you how such a strange
thing happened ?  Well, the teacher
said to Andrew, " Bring the boy and his
basket to me.” Then he put his hands
on the bread and fishes in the basket and
prayed, and gave the bread and fishes to
his friends to give to the people; and the
five loaves and two fishes, as he touched
them, kept increasing, until they were,
perhaps, five thousand loaves, and a great
many fishes—enough for everybody. Now
you can answer some questions in whis-
pers. Could I touch five loaves and
make them suddenly change into five
thousand ?  Could anybody but God and
God's Son do it?

Who was the teacher I have been talk-
ing about ? Now tell me who gave
manna to the Jews ? (God.) Who gives
us our daily bread ? How does he give
it ? Seed, shoot, stalk, corn, mill, oven,
bread. How did God's Son give men
bread ? By touching the loaves and
making them more. Then God's Son is
just as mighty as his Father in heaven.

Who helped Jesus feed the people ? His
apostles and the lad. Isn't it strange
that Jesus should notice the little lad,
and take him to help him ?

What did Jesus say to Andrew about
the lad and his basket? “ Bring
them hither to me.” So the little lad
was “one to help Jesus.” How many of
you want to be helpers for Jesus ? Well,
what can you bring to him ? Words,
money, prayers, hands, feet, hearts. These
are your loaves and fishes. Were the
five loaves and two fidhes enough to feed
the people ?  Not until Jesus touched
them. Do you think your little words
and pennies and prayers and hands and
feet could do any good in the world if
Jesus touched them ?

1 could tell yon how a little girl's ques-
tion, “ Does you love God ?" led a man to
Jesus ; how a little girl’s penny bought
a tract that made a man a Christian; and
how a litle boy's prayer made his father
give up drinking and become a good man.

Now, how can we bring our “ loaves”
to Jesus for him to bless them ?  Think!
Can we see Jesus ? How do we come to
him ? By praying. Then let us bring
all our loaves to Jesus in prayer every
day.

Jesus gave the bread to his disciples,
and said, as he pointed to the people sit-
ting on the grass in little groups, “ Give
ye them to eat.”

In England, many years ago, the poor
came once a week to the rich for food,
and the rich man's wife stood in the door
and gave them bread, and so the word
“lady " means loaf-giver. Now, I want
every lady here, and every lad, to be God's
loaf-givers.

The Bible is God's basket of heavenly
bread to feed the souls of the men in the
whole world, and every verse is a loaf.
On some round paper loaves, I have put
a verse of the Bible to make them God's
loaves: “ Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God.” I'll give each
of you some of God's loaves to give to
other people.

April 27th.—*“ A helpful maid."—Acts 12.
12-18,

Rhoda, the name of the girl in our les-
son story, is a Greek name, meaning
“rose " or “ rose-bush,” and so it possesses
a beautiful significance, Everybody
considers the rose as queen of flowers,
and if our girls are like roses, they will
surely add very much to the sweetness
and beauty of home. Our study last
week showed us how a hoy can help in
the Lord's work. The place of our girls
is of no less importance. In fact, be-
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cause girls in our Junior societies are of
greater number than boys, their place
and value increases proportionately. Just
what Rhoda’s position in Mary's Jerusa-
lem home was, we cannot say. Nor does
it matter. She was personally interested
in the work of God. That she was a
Christian is very clear. If her position
and duties were what the world might call
humble, they were none the less necessary
or honorable because, in them, she showed
her love for God.

“ A servant with this clause
Makes drudgery divine ;
Who sweeps a house as for God’s laws,
Makes that and the action fine”

The rose perfume breathed in comon-
est surroundings makes the atmosphere
sweet. Fragrance of holy living is pos-
sible wherever duty calls. So, whether
daughter, sister, or servant, our girls and
young women may adorn their station by
being devoted to duty in the spirit of
Christian faithfulness. Rhoda, in excess
of gladness, failed to admit Peter ; but
hastened to tell the rest of the apostle's
welcome deliverance. If our girls be-
come possessed of the spirit of this maid,
they will rejoice to spread the good news
of whatever progress the Lord’s work may
make in their community. Though they
thought her beside herself, she affirmed
again and again the reality of Peter's
presence and her insistence of the fact
brought ultimate conviction to their
minds. It is a good thing for a girl to
know a fact, and to so know that she
knows it that nothing can shake her faith
in its reality. In these lays of weak
convictions, our whole Junior work should
stand for intelligent and persistent em-
phasis of demonstrable truth. The door
may be opened, i.e, investigation will
show that Peter is really there, and what
the girl knows and declares as true is veri-
fied by the practical test—open the door—
see for yourselves—'“ It is he!"” 8o our
girls may help by declaring the truths
they know, and “a little child shall lead
them.” 8o in this story we have a fact
and a lesson, viz.:

Ran to tell what she) Hasten with
Heard from Peter, | good news.
Open wide the | Learn the truth
Door, and by investiga:
Aduit the Visitor | ton!

Rhoda’s eagerness in running was
commendable. It is suggestive of our
duty in regard to all good tidings. The
doubts of the company were not commend-
able, ‘Why should they spend time in
debate, when the simple process of open-
ing the door would settle the question.
So to-day, many spend time in unneces-
sary dispute over questions easily solved
hy personal test. It is the privilege of
our girls and boys to be sure of their
ground in vital truths. How Peter got
out of prison, how he had reached Mary's
home, the maid did not know : but that
he was there, she was sure.  And, while
our Juniors may not know the “how " of
Christian experience, thev may have fit,
may “ confidently affirm " it in passing it
on to others, and so help the world find
the truth.  This may be made a good

missionary study — “ Run, Tell "
“Affirm !
May Torres,—“ Mex Wuo Have Accom-

PLISHED SOMETHING,"

Our Juniors, like the adults, like to hear
or read of deeds done. The Bible is pre-
eminently the book of conduct. Full of
action, it tells of men whose achievements
are still bearing fruit in the social, moral,
and civic life of the world. Joseph,
Mosg®s, Joshua, Paul, are the characters
chosen for our study. The men and their
accomplishments are to teach us lessons

full of inspiration for to-day. As an in-
troduction to the month's course, we sug-
gest the recitation of the following
stanzas by one of your brightest lads :

MEN AND DEEDS,
Wanted, Men :
Men, not systems fit and wise;
Not faiths with rigid eyes,
Not wealth on mountains piled,
Not power with gracious smile.
. Wanted, men !
Wanted, deeds :
Not words of mincing note,
Not thoughts from life remote,
Not fond religious airs,
Not sweetly languid prayers,
Not love of scented creeds.
‘Wanted, Deeds !
Men and deeds :
Men that can dare and do,
Not longing for the new,
Not prating of the old ;
Good life and action bold,
These the occasion needs.
HMen and Deeds !

May 4th.—“ Joseph, the man who could
be trusted.”"—Gen. 29, 22, 23.

‘We all like a boy or man who can be
depended on. This is one of the best
things that can be said of any, “ He may
be trusted.” Such a man was Joseph.
With his early history all are more or
less familiar. His place in Jacob's heart
and home, his dreams, his brother's
eternity, his sale into Egypt, his varied
experiences there, are all among the best
known of Old Testament stories. At the
time of our lesson, Joseph is in prison.
Yet even there the force of the young
man's character is felt, and his jailer soon
learns to commit to him responsible
duties. More and more does he place de-
pendence on the young prisoner, and the
verses of our Scripture tell us why—
“The Lord was with him.” *“The Lord
made it to prosper.” These are very im-
portant statements. Joseph was wise,
Jarly in his boyhood he seems to have
chosen the path of purity and moral in-
tegrity, and God honors him. Even In
prison, the young man is a living expon-
ent of the power of God to help in life's
hard places. The secret of Joseph's
trustworthiness lay in his truthfulness.
He was true; through and through he
was true.  He did not compromise with
his conscience; but chose the way of God
in everything, regardless of the cost to
himself. Soon, men learned to trust him,
the great king of Egypt elevated him, the
highest honors were heaped upon him, and
the most exalted position in the kingdom
was his. Our boys may not have to go
to prison for their fidelity to God and
purity, they may not obtain the same kind
of recognition that Joseph did; but they
cannot accomplish anything worthy with-
out Joseph's spirit.  Be true, and being
trustworthy, both God and men will honor
vou. That is the great lesson to teach
this week. What is it to have the Lord
with us ? To be so guided by him, that
whatever may be our earthly lot we shall
know that we are doing his will, and re-
ceiving his blessing. What is necessary
in us to have the Lord with us ? To be
willing to serve him in all things. what-
ever may be the consequences. That is
the Joseph spirit. It may be shown in
every sphere of life. Joseph as shepherd-
boy, as prisoner, viceroy, in every sta-
tion, was the same in spirit and motive.
He was right with God. He kept right
with God regardless of men's opinions.
And so he became, whether boy, youth,
or man, entirely trustworthy, and his
achievements are evidence to our bovs and
young men, of the possibility of steadfast
adherence to truth and duty at all times
and everywhere.  Joseph started right,
A good

Boys should do the same still.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. 127

start, a steady will, a fixed purpose, &
high resolve, an abiding trust in God, a
constant obedience to his will—these will
ensure success, for, as God was with
Joseph, s he wiliing to be with us.
Boys, can God trust you ? Let this grave
question impress you with the need of
the Psalmist's prayer in Ps. 19, 14,

Hampton,

Our Junior League meets Sunday after-
noon after school. We have an average
attendance of thirty., One of the mem-
bers usually prepares the topic, and the
superintendent also talks on it. We take
up other Bible study as well. We are
now learning the books of the Bible.
Last year we gave $5 toward the T. C. T.
Fund, and we have received our certificate
of the enrolment on the Historic Roll, and
will have it framed and hung in the
League room. We are going to have the
outside of our church painted next spring,
and our Leaguers are going to try to raise
a little money to help pay for it. Over
thirty of the boys and girls have pro-
mised to earn five cents or more within
the next month, and some of the boys
and girls are very small.—Ethleen Johns,
secretary.

Hannah Street Junior League.

Miss Mabel Taylor, superintendent of
Hannah Street Junior League, Hamilton,
gends the following interesting informa-
tion :

Since assembling our League in Sep-
tember, 1901, we have more than doubled
our membership roll, having now oune
hundred names enrolled, with an aver-
age attendance of seventy, We meet on
Monday afternoon after school. Our
secretary, who is seated at the door, en-
rolls the Juniors as they come in, and
presents each one with a text card, The
collection is also taken as they come in.
Our regular League meeting lasts three-
quarters of an hour, the children always
taking part in the programme. Some-
times they prepare papers on the topic,
or take part by giving texts, or sing-
ing, or even an instrumental selection
now and again. The superintendent is
taking up tne “ Pilgrim's Progress,” giv-
ing a part of the story each day. On
the following day two Juniors are re-
quired to review what had been taken
the previous day.

After the regular meeting the girls re-
main to sew for half an hour, and the
boys take physical culture drill. Be-
fore Christmas we made a patch-work
quilt, scrap-books, and toys of various
kinds, all of which were distributed
among the poor of our city.

The girls are now preparing for a
bazaar in May, the proceeds of which
are for the Missionary Fund. In Janu-
ary our Juniors gave an entertainment,
at which they made over twenty dol-
lars, fifteen dollars of which we gave
to the building fund of our church.

Besides the superintendent there are
ten assistants, all young ladies of the
church, who volunteer their aid in this
work. The assistants supervise the
sewing, and also act as conveners of
committees, in order that the children
mayv be properly guided in their work.

We have four committees, as follows:
(1) A Work-up or Prayer-meeting Com-
mittee ; (2) a Look-up Committee (look-
ing after absentees). (3) A Cheer-up
or Music Committee ; (4) A Clear-up
Committee, whose duty it is to see that
the Junior meetings do not cause the
caretakers unnecessary  work. Our
Juniors are greatly interested in their
work, and are making progress in many
ways. We have taken as our motto-
hymn, “ All for Jesus."
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A Life Abstainer.

Here is a striking story—and a true
one—for the temperance platform. A
corporal of the First Scots Guards
ing with Lord Methuen's forces, writes
of the battle at Modder River

“It was awful to see the poor fellows
lying wounded all around and to hear
their groans and see blood flowing, some
of them bleeding to death and begging
to be shot and put out of their misery
When we heard the guns so close to us
and the bullets whistling around our
heads we had to drop in the grass
That was the only thing that saved us.
We were fighting in this place about
thirty hours, and did not get food for
nearly two days, and felt as weak as
kittens, At night our teeth chattered
with the cold, and they served us with
some rum I received mine the same
as the rest, and put it to my lips, and, al
though I was dying for something to
drink, I did not drink it I thought of
what I professed to be—a life abstainer
and a Good Templar—and that settled
"

He Was a Hero.

Here is a superb tribute to the moral
courage of the colored race from the ad
dress of Bishop Warren: “ When the ter
rible scourge of yellow fever raged in
Chattancoga the sufferers did not find
fault because they were nursed back to
health by a black man, an educated phy-
sician. When he had done his work he
was crowned with honor and taken to
the depot in a carriage, riding with the
mayor of the city and accompanied with
a brass band, making the air resonant
with the praises of his sacrifices, The
did not care whether it was a
black or a white face, if they could only
look up into it and see the face that made
them think of Christ. This man is only
one of thousands that might be made
like him. It is a great field of uncul-
tured mind, ready to spring into a blaze
of power and usefulness.”

A Cure for Crime.

A writer in The North American Re
view asserts that manual training is al-
most as good a preventive of crime as
vaccination is of smallpox

“ What per cent. of the prisoners under
your care have received any manual
training beyond some acquaintance with
farming?"” a Northern man asked the
'm.n of a \mnhmn enitentiary
Not one per cent,” replied the war

den
“Have you no mechanics in prison?”
“ Only one mechanic; that is, one man
who claims to be a house-painter.”
“Have you any shoemakers?” asked
the visitor
“ Never had a shoe! nmlur
Have you any tailor:
‘ Never had a tailor.”
*Any printers?”
“ Never had a printer.”
Any carpenters?”
‘ Never had a man in this prison that
could draw a straight line

ittle Ina, nearly five years of age, set
out to visit school one day, v as a lark,
but returned after the session with
rather a careworn countenance. When
asked how she |Ikt‘d school, she said : “ 1
did not like it “Why not ?” “0,
T had to work awful hard. * What did
you bhave to do ? “1 had to keep still
like everything

April 1st marks the date of the open
ing of the Spring Term in the Central
Business College of Toronto, a school
which is doing good work, and which
seems to enjoy a liberal patronage. as
stated in its advertisement in this issue.
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