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REPORT.

m—

THE Legislature having, in the year 1829, voted a fum of mo-.
ney for exploring the Country lying between the Rivers St. Mau~
rice and Ottawa, the underfignea had the honor to be ap-
pointed to superintend the said Exploration, and -makea Report
thereof to your Honorable Houfe; and ‘a further fum having
been voted during the laft Session for completing the faid Explo-
ration in another direction further southward, the -underfigned

. were again appointed for the faid purpofe, that is to fay, to ex-
plore that tract of country lying between the River St. Maurice
and the River Ottawa, in the rear of the fettlements, and to-
obtain certain information whether ‘it be practicable to open a
Road, from fome point up the River St. Maurice to the Town-
fhip of Grenville on the River Ottawa; and to explore the
and tract of country generally, ,

Having had reafon to be well fatisfied with the fervices of the
Gentlemen who had been employed on the laft expedition, the
Commiflioners, with the approbation of His Exceliéncy the Ad-
miniftrator of the Government, determined to place this fecond
expedition under the fuperintendence of two of the gentlemen
in queftion, viz : Lieutenant Ingall of the 15th Regiment, and

.. John Adams, Efquire, Surveyor ; (Lieutenant Nixon, of the
66th Regiment, who accompanied them on the former expedi-
tion, having left the country for England,) and after having pro-
cured all the neceflary documents for their guidance, the Explor-,
ing party was organized.—Inftructions were drawn. up, which
were delivered to the party; and of ‘which a copy is annexed to
this Report under the letter A.—The party then left Moantreal on
the 24th of September laft. . . '

The Commiffioners refer to the Journal which accompanies
this Report for a detailed account of the expedition from the
time the party left Montreal on the 24th of September aforefaid,
to that of their arrival at Quebecon the 22nd November Jaft.

o

The
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The faid Journal, (which is marked B.) is accompanied by in .
unbound beok containing remarks made by Mr. Ingall and by
another containing thofe made by Mr, Adams :— .

1ft. By a Plan of the lands which have been granted, and of thofe
which have been furveyed in the tract of country lying on the
ronte tiken by the party. .
2nd. By another Plan showing the obftacles to be furmounted
on the faid-route, )

According to this Journal and the Plang that accompany it, is
appears that the Exploring party, proceeded in purfuance of the
infiructions they had received, to the Fownthip and Village of
Grenville on the River Ottawa, whence they started on the
26:h of September, and pafled in the r2ar of the most northerly
tettlements along a line which they traced and nearly in a north.
eafterly direction (diverging from time to time towards one fide
or the other according to the nature of the ground,) through
the Townships of Grenville; Chatham, Abercrombie, Kilkenny,
Kildare and Rawdon, the Seigniory Dailiebout, and the Township
of Brandon, &ec¢. until they reached the Banks ofLake Maski-
nongé, in the Seigniory of Lanaudiére.—Thence they proceeded
through the Townships of Hunterstown and Caxton, whence
they took a nearly fouth eafterly courfe to Three Rivers, and
laftly that they arrived at Quebec on the 22nd of November.

The Commiffioners have much pleafure in remarking the fa-
cility with which a Road of communication may be opened in
conformity with the views of the Legislature, from the River St.
Maurice to the Townfhip of Grenville on the River Ottawa ;
and that the land along the whole line followed by the Exploring
party, and even to the diftance of about fifteen miles towards the
north west as far as the fummit of the mountains, is well adapt-
ed for cultivation, and that {ettlements might therefore be formed
there with advantage. '

According to the information the Commiflioners have obtained,
ag well from the Exploring party, as from other perfons, efpecial-
ly Indians, they think it right to fuggeft the neceflity of organi-
zing another expedition to be undertaken.next fummer, for the
purpofe of ascertaining the nature of that tra& of country which:
lies behind the chain of mountains seen from the River St. Law-
rence, in a north wefterly direGtion.—~The Expedition-in queftion
would ascend the River-8t. Maurice as far as the River Mattawa
and theice continue to proceed towards the weft, and come_ ;iut

: either
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either by the River aux Litvres o1 the River de la Pelite Nation,
which run into the River Ottawa.

-The Commiflioners lay their Accounts before the Houfe, ac-’
companied by vouchers, &c. under the letter C. by which it ap-
pears that they bave in theéir hands a balance of £96 16s. 10d.
out of which they have to pay feveral accounts which they have
not yet been able to procure, but which cannot amount to a fum
equivalent to the faid balance. -

Before they clofe their Report, the Commiffioners think it right
to add, that Mr, Adams, as well as Mr. Ingall, have respective-
ly performed the duties assigned them, in luch a manner as to
deferve the higheft praife for the affiduity, perfeverance, en-
terprife and talent which they have difplayed ; and the Com-
miflioners, in confideration of the fervices performed gratuitously
by Mr, Ingall laft year, and the facrifices he has made by again
giving his fervices gratuitously during the prefent year (he having
. 2 numerous family to fupport), thought it right to prefent him
«on his return from the expedition, with a fum of money equal
40 Mr, Adamsg’, for the prefent year, and they flatter themfe]ves
that the ftep they have taken will not be diffapproved by the Le-
gislature, .

The whole nevertheless humbly fubmitted.

Quebec, 28th February 1831

T. POTHIER,

Cormamissioner for the Exploration of the country fitu-
_ ate between the Rivers St. Maurice and Ottawa. |
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Memorandum for the guidance of the party appointed to conti- .
" nue the Exploration bf that traét of country fituate between
the Rivers St. Maurice and Ottawa, under Act of the Pro-
- vincial Legislature, 13th Parliament, 3d Seffion.

"The Commiffioners named under the Act of the preceding Sef~
fion of the Legislatiire for the condufing.of the Exploration of
the country above mentioned, having been re-appointed to carry
into effect the ena&ments of the laft Seflion, for the continuance
of the fame fervice, have much gratification in being enabled a-

- gain to place its fullment under the skilful direftion of two of
the fame gentlemen who laft year accomplithed the tack with
acknowledged credit to themielves ; the fatisfactory refult of their
affiduous labours and scientific obférvations having fo fully met
the approbation of the fevera} Branches of the Legislature, that
with the enlightened view of enlarging the fund of information
gained by the interefting refearches thus commenced, a freth ap-
propriation of monies has been granted for - the furtherance of
the examinatiou of the tract of country lying betweea the Ri-
vers St- Maurice and Ottawa, with a Viéw to afcertain the extent of
jts refources and capabilities, ' '

. The Comimiffioners having been fo fortunate as again to ob-
tain the valuable afliftance of Lieutenant Ingall, of His Majefty's
15th Regiment, who laft year granted them the favor of his gra-
tuitous and effective fervices, and a.fo to fecure the profeffional
talents of Mr. Adams, Surveyor, to whom they are happy to
confide the profecution of an undertaking he has moft ably com-
menced, have but {hort irtfiruétions to commpnicate to. thefe
gentlemen, their paft experience being sufficient to guide them
as to the general conduét of the party, and of all minor particulars
in the arrangements. The objefs held in view as to the iffue
of the férvice are alfo fully known to the Gentlemen Ex-
plorers, who will pleafe to keep in mind the feveral explanatory

_converfations they have held on the fubje&t with the Commii-
fioners ; it merely remains to impress the primary importance of
afcertaining as. far as possible, the profitable points which the tract
of country to be explored may pofiess as to the means of facility = -
in communication ; the moft dire& and facile lines of route it

~ may
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may offer, and the extent and nature of any intervéning obftacles
The comparative difference between the facilities of the land and
water commuinication thus offered will be of fome importance, -
and much confideration is due to the-nataral advantages of culti-
vable foil, good timber forelts, advantageous water scites, rich evi-
dences of minefal produce, £&/c 3 in fine, indications of fome re~ -
fources fpringing from the prolific boons of nature, fhohld be
the land marks to be adopted, in thus forming a sketch of the
moft eligible dire&ion of communications to be hereafter opened.
The feveral ufeful and fcientific.purpofes on which the general at-
tention of the Gentlemen Explorers may be beftowed, are too
well known to themfelves, to need diretion or comment on the
part of the Commissioners. ,
The party will proceed to Grenville and from thence through the
0 traft of country that lies behind the exifting fettlements (between
" the River Ottawa and the River St. Maurice) until they reach
Three Rivers, diverging according to the beft of their difcretion
into whatever lines appear moft favorable to the object in view.-
/ The Commissioners will have duly provided for the fapplying
©of the Party with all neceffary provifions at fuch “places of de pot
+/ ag are fcattered thro’ that part of the country, and with the e-
quipment already prepared for ftarting, truft the party will ac-
complish their route without being laid under unneceffiry hard-
ships,

P‘i\,rrivecl at Three Rivers, the Gentlemen will pleafe to give in-
telligence to the Commissiéners who will feel gratified in re-
leasing the pirty from labours that they have reafon to hope wilt
be fulfilled in a manner to prove alike honorable to the Gentlemen
Explorers, and advantageous to the public fervice.

Montreal, 20th Sept. 1880,
T. POTHIER, )
Signed, { P- DE ROCHEBLAVE.
F. ANT. LAROCQUE,

Certified, o
T. POTHIER,

For Lieut, Ingall, 15th Regt. and °
John Adams, Esqr. Surveyor.
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The Comm’flioners for exploting the St. Maurice councy,
having been re-appointed in the fimmer of One thoufand eight
hundred and thirty, fent Inftructions to Lieutenant Ingall, 15th .
Regiment, and John Adamg, Efquire, Surveyor and Archited,
to proceed to Montreal ; in which City they atrived on Monday
the twentieth day of September. The men for carrying the pro-’
vifions, &e. came on the following day.

Every thing being finally arranged, and the gentlemen having
received their InftruQtions, the party lett Montreal for the head -
of the Grenvilie Canaly on the River Ottawa, from which point
the Expedition was to commence its operation, They reachei
Grenville on the twenty fifth day of September, and immediately
emploved themfelves in gaining all the irformation poffible, rela-
tive to the country immediately adjoining the village. Havingaf-
certained that a fort of wood-road extended as far as the houfe
of Mr. Lang on No. 1 lot, 5th range of Greaville, the neigh-
bourhood of that fpot was determined upon as 2 point of depar-

* ture, and from the following day the Journal begins, . '

‘Names of Voyageurs employed :—Dumas, fon of the Chief of
the Lorette Indians,* Antoine Lefevre dit Beauclerc,* Alexis
Boifvert,s Ambroife Beaulard, Jacob Collins, John Collins and
Benjamin Cojlins

* These three men formed part of the Expedition in One thousaud eight
hundred and twenty-nine. .

JOURNAL.

SEPTEMBER 26th 1830, ]
Grenville Canal.

The early part of the'day was cloudy and damp, but towards
the afterncon it cleared vp: We went to examine the black
lead mine, fituated about four miles gnd a half to the north eaft
° . of
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of the Village .of Grenville, We followed the road leading
round the bay for about one mile and a half, and then pafled
over a fwamp for about one mile, and ascended the ridge of hills.
two mileg farther ; balf a mile beyond the fummit of the ridge,
is fituated the mine, The vein 1is rich, and near the furface : it
is imbedded in a fienitic formation, and is affociated with sahlite
. and {phine. The mine altho’ rich, does not appear to have heen
worked with fpirit or fuccess, probable in a great meafure owing
to the want of a proper method in cleanfing the metal from the
rocky and earthy particles with which /it is fo intimately
blended. ' { .
The fcenery in the neighbourhood is beattifully diversified with
hill apd dale, we!l watered with ftreams, .ani} in parts fettled,

September 27th, -
Heavy rain the whole day.
September 28th.

The morning cloudy, butno rain. Hired a cart to convey our
stores, &c. to Lang's houle, on lot one, rang 6fth, in the Town-
thip of Grenville, confidered about fix miles from the head of
the Canal in nearly a N. N. Eaft direition. We pafled over a
level country in part fettled. Soil and Timber good. About four
miles from the village, we went cjofe to the eaft end of a. moyn-
tain, which terminated in a precipice of granite ; at its bafe
was formed a terrace.  The cliff was about fixty feet high, and
the fummit wag not commanded by any higher ground ; it ap-
peared altogether admirably adapted for 3 military pofition,
Shortly after, we croffed the fmali river Kingham, and reached
Lang’s farm at five o’clock in the evening. Here we} fixed our firft
camp.

September 29th.

The night was very cold, and the thermometer at fix o’clock
in the morning ftood at four" degrees below freezing. At eight
o’clock in the morning, we ftarted from our camp and entered the
the buth, accompanied by Mr. Lang, who sghortly after pointed

' s ¢ out
B
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out the line dividing Chatham from Grenville. Having attained
this point, we commenced cutting thro’ the bush, ina dire@ion -
north, fixty-feven, forty-five eat. Theland from the clesrance
tothe line, was level, Soil gaod; timber, beech, maple, bass,
fome black birch, and hemlock. 'The plan purfued and fixed
upon for fature operations, was to employ haif the men under
Dumas, the Indian, in planting the pickets, blazing the trees and
clearing away the brathwood ; the other ha!f of the men were
émployed in carrying the ftores and inftruments; while Mr.
Adams and Mr. Ingall dragged the chain, making their remark.
every five hundred feet, fometimes less, as circumftances required
After mealyring a short diftance, our line ran along the bafe of
arocky hill, but clofe on our left was a level tradt, well adapted
for a road, We madea very gradua! ascent to the fummit of the
hill, and proceedad over a flat, for,about a mile, and then entered
a fmall, and nct bad {wamp ; through it ran a flrezm of very
cleat water, about twelve feet in width, which we croffed on 2
tree, clofe to a rapid. Timber, principal y baifam, fpruce and
hemlock. Mr. Lang had accompanied v (.ending affiflance with
his axe) until two o’clock, when he bade u. furewe,}, leaving us
much pleafed with the pybiic fpirit he had fhewn. The fiream
we had juft crofled was ca.led the weft branch of the Eaft River

© The north eaft side of the river rofe gently 1o a moderate height

" thickly covered with beech, birch and maple, witha fmall {prink-
ling of balsam and fpruce; foil good, and free from rocks We
encamped for the night on the fide of the small river in a grove
of beech and map'e, so clear from bruthwood that the fpot affumed
the appearance of a Park  The eVeninﬁ was fine, Thermome-
ter at eight o’clock, thirty fix 3 wind weil. .

September 30th,

Towards morning the wind blew from the north ‘weft ; at six
o'clock the thermometer fell to thirty-two degrees.  After break-
faft, we continued cutting, and went (wo thousand eight hundred
feet over good and level land, with only one very trifling descent.
We croffed in ihis ;tracta’ brook running sourh eaft, we went
fome diftance over the fame defcription of fine land, uatil we .
came to another gentle descent, where the land became a little
rocky, but the fol extremely good. Timberiwbeech, bafs, maple
and black birch ; rock, sienite, The land now became gradually

more
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more encumbered with loose angular fragments of sienitic rock,
and we fhortly defcended twenty feet, rather abruptly, into a
cedar fwamp. This {wamp was neither long, or bad, and the
mere cutting down the ftanding timber and clearing away -the
fallen trees, would almoft eflectually drain it. iLeaving the
fwamp, we afcended a fmall rife of land, and again came among
hardwood and on level ground. Continuing aur line acrofs this
flar for a thort diftance, we defcended gradaally into 2 hemlock
grove, which terminated in a very fimall swamp. This we foon
leftand croffing a low hil!y flopped to dine in a beautiful
beech greve by the fide of a brook. The thermometer had
. rifen twenty degrees, and ficod at twelve oclock ar fifty
two, .

After dinner, we croffed another fmall brook and zfcended a
gentle flope covered wirh hemlock and [pruce, and reached a flat,
over which we proceeded three hundred feet, with only one tery
trifling defcent ; this brought wvs to the foot of a fmali hill,
which we accended, and faw an eviensive windfall in a
valley ciofe on onr right. The {oil was good but encumbered
with boulder rocks: timber—beech and maple fifty feet onwards
we began a gentle defcent of thirty feet ; soil and timber fine.
At ha f patt four, the rain fell heavily, and, atter procecding over
a level tract one quarter of 3 mile, we encamped for the night
at alittle paft five o'clock. At eight o'clock the thermometer
ftood at fifty six.-

Ocober 1.

Thermometer at ¢ix o’clock, forty two. Commenced our
march at eight o'clock, and entered a {mal) fwamp, one hundred
feet beyond our Camp. The fwamp measured eight hundr.d feet
acrofs and had a fmali brook running through it ; timber, hem-
loek, balfam, fome birch and beech  Leaving the fvamp, we
agatn crofsed a brook, and pafsed over fifty feet of level good
land ; fifty feet onwards the ground became rocky and a little
rough, but the {oil 2 good marle, bearing some fine beach and
map'e. The conntry was more leve] about ten yards to nur Jeft ;
and appeared very low, close on our right towards the south,
Purfuing our march a fhort diftance, we came to a rather abrupt
delcent for about fifty feet 5 the flat land on our lelt became
fomewhat fwampy. From the edge of a fractured sienitic

chff,
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- ¢liff, fifty feet in height, on theright of our line, we had a fine
view of the country round. Its general feature was hilly, but not a
continued ridge ; on the contrary, the land feemied broken into
fmall hummocks, running in various directions, although their
general dip appeared to be towards the south eaft. The fides and
{fummits of thefe hills were covered with hardwood,and the
Jow bottoms 'with hemlock, fpruce, &c. At 2 diftance, to the
south, the country affumed a mountainous appearance, After
making our notes, we meafured down a gentle defcent two
hundred feet,and ¢ame fuddenly to an-abrupt prexipice sixty feet
high. A road might easily be carried round this cliff, either to
the north or south, and within a few yards of our line. After
descenaing the cliff by going about three hundred feet to the
north, we ftopped to dine, and then walked towardsan opening
which we found to be a clearance on Lot 19, 7th range, be-
longing to a Mr. McMartin. 'We returned and continued on to
‘Lot 17,-which was in our line, and fixed our Camp for the night,

.at the edge of the clearance. This farm, belonging to Mr. -
Carruther, wag seated in a bason-fhaped tract of land, furrounded
by rather abrupt, but not very elevated, hills; the fummit hav~
ing the fame broken appearance as those we already paffed.
The sides of thefe hills in some places, exhibited the Iractured
face of a sienetic precipice. In fome inftances the hornblende
totally disappeared and its place being fupplied by mica, con-
verted the rock into a course granite. The bed of the basin was
not a perfect Jevel, but gently undulating, and had a fmall fiream
running through it in a southerly direction, Mr, Ingall ascended
one of the cliffs, about eighty feet in height, and enjoyed an exten-
sive view, north and south. The form of the Jand was of the fame
‘broken character before noticed, but rather more hilly and pre-
cipitous towards the north. There would be no difficulty in
carrying a road in this tract, by passing round the base of any of

* thefe fmall hills, The foil on this lot appeared to be a very light
poor fandy land, but it bore, among young baifam, birch and
ipruce; a great guanuty of fine beech and maple. This fand was
doudtlefs a deposit pver marle, as the foil in the lower ‘parts was
}nuch ftronger. At eight o’clock the thermometer stood at

Ol'ly- . .

"0 tober
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October 2nd. R
The Thermometer at six o’clock, thirty four, Early this
morning we had a visit from one of the fettlers, who infornsed us
that by continuing our line, we fhould come out very near a farm
belonging to Mr, McAllum ; at the fame time offering to convey
. our fpare provisions to that point, diftant, by aroad four or five
miles; thisofferwegladly accepted,and fent Boifvert in charge. At
eight o’clock we comnienced chaining acrofs the clearance passing
over tolerably leve] ground clofe to the right of the massof rock
Mr. Ingall had ascended the evening before ; and immediately
" entered the buth., The first part of our journey from the clear~
ance was three hundred and fifty feet acrofs a cedar swamp, from
thence alcénding a fhort diftance we continued across a level tract
five hundred feet, and reached the foot of a cliff about forty feet
high., The timber froia the swamp to this' cliff was.beech and
maple ; soil good. To avoid this cliff we went two hundred feet
to the right, and then continued our line for eight hundred feet
over level well wooded land. Coming again to very rough ground,
we ftruck two huodred feet to the left ‘1a continuation of our old
line. The land defcended gently for eighteen hundred feet to
. the borders of a fmall rapid river about sixty feet wide. This we
afcertained to be the main branch of the weft River. In order
to crofs we felled a large tree, but the currentinitantly carried it
away.” We defcended about fifty yards lower and felled another,
which fortunately reached fufficiently far 'across to hold firm ; -
and having moved all.the, flores in fafety, we dined on the eaft
thore. About three hundted feer below the spot where we trossed,
the River became much’ narrower, and ruthed over a very pretty
fall. Belowthe falltwo rocky points approached fromoppositesides
of the River uutil within twenty or twenty five feet of éach other;
thefe rocks would make good abutments for a Bridge. After
dinner we proceeded over fifteen hundred feet of {wampy land,
and then gradually afcended five hundred rocky land, and
" two hundred feet fteep and rugged,” which brought us to the fom-
mit 3 and we then defcended two hundred feet to a ‘flat fpor,
‘Within a few yards either right or left, wound a fine level val-
ley through which a road might pals 3 nor did the swamp appear
to extend any great diftance north or south. . We proceeded on-
wards five hundred feet, when night closing around, we bivouack
#d ; the party having failed in cutting fo far as McAllum’s
, ‘ ¢learance -
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clearances At six o'clock it commenced -raining and continued

+ all night accompanied by fome peals of thunder. Towards morn- .
ing the wind shifted to the north and blew with great fury ;. and
the Thermometer fell-a few degrees below freczing.

October 3d.

A clear morning, with a firong north wind, freezing hard.
Having nothing to breakfaft upon this morning, we commeuced
work at half paft six o'clock, and proceeded one thoufind feet
along a gentle fldpe into a valley, which we crosced for five hune -
dred feet, and then over a rugged hill five hundred feet
more, the valley winding round towards the eaft. The foil was
good, and. except on the hill, free from rocks, timber, beech, and
maple. The rock contained miore ironthan vsual, We crofied
a very fhort fwamp and continued gently defeending ; a fine
lake on our right. The timber good, but the land rocky. Some
slight squalls of snow in the course of the morning  Observing
it look lighter rowards the left we proceeded a few vards in that
direction and found ourselves in a clearance, which we ascer-
tained to belongto Mr. M<Giblon, and the adjoiting one to the
sonth was Mr McAllum’s, botlr in the twelfth range of Chatham
‘We had come ont on the fummit of a high and {teep hill weil
cleared t» the top, and commanding an exXtensive and nob'e
view,  The land 10 the north and north weft fill retamed the
fame broken character 5 but to the south it was lower, and we
-could, from one eminence, clearly distinguish the high lands on
the fouth fide of the Ottawa. An-extensive valley was in front
of us, but its direction was more to the north than the line we
wished to purfue ; however, before positively deciding, we re-
foived to gain the fommit of-a mountain which appeaied
about three miles in advance, and over which our line would
pals. We ordered the men to get the carap fixed on McAlum's
land, while we went to the montin, taking Dumas thelndian with
us, and accompanied by’ M‘Allum and M:Giblon. We paflied
over alevel tract for about hulf a league and came to a {malt Ri-
ver, which we crogsed by felling a tree, and then gradually as-
cended a rocky hill. Upon gaining the summir we at once de-
termined upon continmng our line along the south side of the
hill, and blazed a large pine tree as a point of departure ; on
this hill we saw twoor three white oak trees: We then retum‘;

e
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ed to our camp.  The foil-of this farm was light but good, and
refted on a rock of primitive limestone, abounding in cacburet of
. iron, The Settlers make a tolerab'e living on thefe lands, al.
though they were decidedly the wost monntainous and focky
of any we had hithertofeen. 'The only road they have, was in
fuch a miferab'e state, that our man was obliged to procure a fe-
cond yoke of oxen and cart to convey the stores we had feat round,
in order 10 reach Me¢Allum’s by night fall, Thefe two farms
were the last Settlements north in Chatham. ’

October 4th,

It froze feverely all night with a high nerth west wind, Ther-
mometer at six o’clock, twenty nine degrees, -We started at
eight o’clock, and proceeded towards the tree we had marked the
preceding evening, and which was firdeted in the Townfthip of
Wentworth, not far from the Chatham line. The {mall River
we had thrown a tree over yelterday wasa (econd branch of the
Weft River, and wound its rapid courfe among rugged hills well
wooded with beech, hemlock, black birch. and maple The
limeftone, {cafcareous fpar,) extended moreto the. eaftward than
our line ; it is much ufed for lime, and is said to make very
good, Trom all appearances we fhonld consider thefe’ sienitic
hills to be the most northwestern boundary of the limestone for-
mation. This part of the country is much encumbered ' with im-
mence angulat fragments of rocks, sometimes fienite and fome-
t'mes carburet of iime.  Beneath these fragments is found a good
depth of foil. { : ’

We reached the pine tree at half past twelve o%élock and dined
by the side of a fmall brook ; we then proceeded one thoufand
feet over tolerably level land to the side. of a fmall pond about
three hundred feet acrofs, "We pafsed round the north end of
the pond, entered a cedar {wamp for two hundred and fifty feet
‘and came to a fine level piece of ground, eight hundred feet in-
extent ; coversed with beech, black birch and maple. Soil a
good marle  Here we crosced a fmall brook and gradually as-
cended five hundred feet of good land, well timbered, and came
to a Surveyor’s ling, whith we followed nearly three quarters of 2
milein a south east direction, and came to the shores of a Take.
We returned to our own line and encamped ina beech grove
for the night.- It hadblown a gale all day and we passed by

some
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fome extensive windfalls. Towards night the wind lulled, and
the Thermometer at eight o’clock stood at fifty-two. /

October 5th.

A fine and ca!lm morning ; Thermometer at six o’clock, forty
eight. At eight o’clock we commenced chaining and passed over
fifteen hundred feet level land covered with hard wood, and then
came to 4 {mall declivity. Among the timber we noticed some
butternut hickory. We crossed a wood road, and continued a
few hundred feet gradually "deicending among beech, maple,
black birch and hemlock, into a.finall valley of cedar and hemlock,
From this valley we afcended abruptly three hundred feet,
and paffed along a level traét five hundred feet ; foil good, bear-
ing hard wood. Once more we defcended two hundred feet ra-
ther gradually into a fma]l hard wood valley, terminating in a
fwamp, which we left, after following it a few hundred feet, as
we faw a dry ridge of land three hundred and fifty feet on our
left hand. On gaining theridge, we fized.upon a fpot amonga
grove of balfam trees for our camp : and while part of the men
were bringing up the provifions, we continued cuttingon thro’ a
very thick grove of trees, and over rugged ground; at a quarter
paft five we returned to the camp. The views from the fummits
of all-the high lands we had pafsed this day was grand and -exten-
five. The broken form of the land reminded us of many parts
in the weft of England. To the north and north weft of the
ridge we were encamped bpon, lay a fine valley of hardwood
winding in a foutherly direction towards our line, and gradually
ascending towards the north eaft until it met our line a few hun-
dred feet in advance. of our camp It firuck us'that nearlyall the
broken ridges we had pafsed had a general north eaft direction-
Some rain this day. Thermometer - at eight o'clock, thirty

three, ’
October 6th. ’

Laft night was frofty. Thermometer at fix o’clock, three de-
grees below freezing. Started from our camp at a quarter before’
eight o'clock.  After chaining over two thoufand three hundred
feet of rough land ; (and indifferent timber ;) we paffed to the
left of a fmall lake, " Among the bruthwood we obferved fome of
that curious fhrub the boisplomb or lead tree of the Canadians.

The
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The land improved on paffing the lake fora few .hundred feet
when we entered 2 level of good land bear,ing beech, birch, mapl,
and balfamy ; four hundred feet beyond this flat we croﬂ‘eg a
ftream, and entered upon a clearance, but no inhabicants, The
owner of this Jand had cleared up the fide of a mountain ex-
tremely steep, and from the top embracing a view of
great extent, as fai fouth as the hill in- the vicinity of the Lake of
the two mountains. - The rock here was a pure white quartz °
containing {mall cryftals of common black iron-ore. At the foot
of this hill towards the eaflt was a fmall lake. Qur line van nine
Rundred feet along the steep fide of the mountain, and five hyn-

dred feet along the fummit ; thence over a cliff of course sienitic

granite, twenty five feet high. Timber, beech, maple and some

fpruce. Our men conveyed the stores along the flat land between

the foot of the mountgin and the lake until they gradually ascended.
into the line, Wenext measured over cight hundred feet of rough
and rocky ground, gradually ascending and thickly covered with

beech and maple; afew hundred feet along the top of ‘this hill

we came to 8 Surveyor’s ling; which we followed down three hun-

dred and fifty feet, and saw a Post marked as the second conces-

fion in the gore. 'We then returned and chained three hundred

feet on our ewn line, over level Jand, and encamped for the night.

Timber, beech, birch and maple. 'Sail a strong clayey mavle.

Thermometer at eight o’clock, thirty three,

October 7th.

A sharp frosty morning, Thermometer at {ix o’clock, thirty.
Started at feven o'clock, and chained six hundred feet oxar level
land, to the shores of a Lgke running east and west. Twa men
conveyed the fiores ovér on a raft, while the rest of the party
walked round the east end of the Lake craogssing the dis .
which was small. On the opposite side of the Lake wasa clear-
ance belonging to Mr. Good, We chaine one mile, over level
land covered with hard wood, and entered another clesrance be-
longing to Mr M*Foyle. Qn this farm we again poticed the lime -
rock containing carburet of iron (black-lead); and.among the
timber some fine elms, In the neighbaurhood of this farm sre
feveral Lakes, abounding in trout. We continued on four hun-
dred and fifty feet of rather rough land, and fifty feet swamp ;
then acrofs a fine level, five hundred feet, and descended into 11

. C ama)
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small valley of beech and maple. This we fixed upon as our
encamping place, there being water near. 'We kept working on_
until the evening, and then returned to the Camp. A fineeven-
ing. Thermometer at eight o’clock, thirty-four degrees,

“October 8th.

Thermometer at six o’clock, thirty six. Left our Camp at
seven o’clock, and chained over level ground fifteen hundred feet,
into a moist valley, eighty feet acrofs, and then along level land,
- twelve hundred feet-more. * Timber, (the whole way) beech and-

maple, with a few spruce and balsam trees. Two hundred feet
_ more, brought us into a fpruce fwamp which we crofSed for one”
thoufand feet, and theén gently ascenided over good land three
hundred feet. .The fwamp was hot by any means of a bad de-
scription ; after gaining the last ascent we gradually descended to
the shores of a fine Lake. After dinner we went round the south
east end of the Lake, and continued cutting on our line. The .
first fifty feet from the Lake, was rough and ascending ; but for
two thousand five hundred feet beyond, the land was level ; the
soil a fine marle with a good depth of vegetable earth ; and the
timber principally beech and maple. 'We named this fine Lake,
Lake Richardson, in compliment to the Honourable John Rich-
ardson. We encamped near the Lake for the night atour
usual hour, five o’clock.

October Sth.

Thermometer at six 0"clock, forty. Cummenced our march at
seven o’clock, and chained over three hundred and fifty feet level
land, bearing beech and maple, intermixed with some hemlock and
spruce; we then descended gradually one hundred feet into a
swamp which had a small ftream rupning through it, and mea-
sured four hundred and- fifty feet acrofs. From the edge of this
swamp the Jand ascended two hundred and fifty feet, and then
continued level for one thousand feet; Timber, beech, black
. birch, hemlock, balsam and maple. Another thousand feet of
moderately levelland brought ue into a cedar swamp, eight hun-
dred feet across, and like most of the swamps we had pafsed,
capable of being easily drained. The timber was cedar, larch,

S ' balsam
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batsam and hemlock ; a small beaver meadow was seated near the
west end. 'We then passed over twelve hundred feet of level
hardwood land. Soil good, but encumbered with boulders and
angular fragments of rock: (Sienite containing some iron, and
- but little hornblende.) “After dinner we crossed a moist piece of
ground one hundred feet, and ascended gently three hundred
feet ; thence over two thousand feet good and rather level land ;
Timber, beech, birch, maple, spruce and balsam, We then cros- .
sed eleven hundred feet of extremely fine land, level, with the
exception of one slight descent, and covered with large beech and
maple trees ; here we encamped for the night by the side of a
brook. Thermometer at eight o’clock, forty-four degrees.

* Qctober 10th. .

. ¥
Thermometer at six o’clock, forty-four degrees. Started at
eight o’clock, and measured over three hundred and fifty feet
of level, and fifteen hundred feet of broken, ground, thickly wood-
ed with beech and maple. "We then passed over five hundred
and fifty feet flat land; Timber, hemlock, spruce and balsam,;
this brought us to the shores of a Lake running east and west,.— -
On the north east side a small River discharged into the Lake.
On the west shore we saw the lime rock (calcareous-spar,) forma-
tion tontaining carburet of iron. It seemed to form the bed of
the Lake, ‘The shores of the Lake rose in broken hills of a pictu-~
"resqueappearance, well wooded with beech and maple interspersed
with small groves of black timber. The shores were occasionally
deeply indented with bays 'We pafsed round the east end of the
Lake, and crofsed the discharge overa fallen wree. This discharge
spread out into a small pond, and then became narrow; the
timber was beech and maple,’ We went along the side of a hill
one hundred feet, then over a flat-tract of fine land eighteen hun-
dred feet, and five hundred feet along the side of another hill ;
Timber, beech and maple; Within a very short distance, at the
foot of the hill, the land was quite level, and thie fine valley of
hard wood appeared as we looked back, to extend a considerable
distance, inclining towards our line and evidently joining it not
far from our last night’s encampment. Three hundred and fifty
feet more, gently descending, brought us to a small rise of land
which we 2scended. Finding some water close at hand, we dined,
and afterwards crofsed awind-fall for nine hundred feet, perfectly
level
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level land. This terrific effect of some sudden rush of wind, ap-
pedted to be of somewhat recent occurrence, and extended up a
steep hill for a verg considerable distance ; scarcely a tree in the
wholé tract was left standing. It cost us great labour, with many
falls and bruisés, to crofs these fallen trees. The land continued
level tWo hundred and fifty feet; Timber, beech, maple, and a
few ash .and ¢lm trees: soil good. Our line then ran along the
side of a kiill fifteen hundred feet: Land rovgh and rocky:
Timber principally beach. Here we encamped. Thermometer
at eight o’clock, thirty seven. ’

October 11th.

Thermometer at six o’clock, thirty-three., Commenced work
at Seven o’clock by ascending gradually fifty feet, the ground then
became rugged and led to a steep rocky mountain. We descended
fifty. feet into the valley, and passed over eighteen hundred feet
of middling land, to the shores of a Lake running north and

south ; the discharge at the south end. The timber around this
" Lake Was mixed, but consisted principally of beech, ash and elm.
We passed round the south end of the Lake, and then continued
our line a few degrees more to the southward, as the Country
horth of us appearedto be rocky and mountainous. After crossing
two hundted and fifty feet of level ground we descended abruptiy
ohe hundred and fifty feet into a valley, eight bundred feet
actoss: Soil good but rocky; Timber, beech; black birch,
taple and balsam ;—the last two hundred feet of the valley was
moist ground. ‘We next ascended very gradually three hundred
feet, through a beech grove, and continued one thousand feet over
tolerably level and good land, with the exception of two Ravines.
Eight hundred feét level land brought us to the end of a preci-
pice formed of fine granite sienite, eighty feet high. Our men
made use of pieces of this rock to sharpen their axes. We went
a liftle to the south and found a very easy descent of one hundred
fret in lehgth, this led us to a swamp three hundred and fifty feet
a¢rogs. e left the swamp by a gradual ascent of one hundred
4nd fifty feet, through a grove of young beech, and again gradually
descended five hundred feet into a small valley, where finding
some pools ‘of rainwater, we fixed our Camp for the night,
Thermometer at €ight o’clock, thirty nine, v

October
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"October 12th.
. Thermometer at six o’clock, thirty three degrees, Procceded
on our march at seven o'clock, and traversed one thousand feet
of the same deseription of Country as that examined yesterday
afternoon. We noticed in the boulders of coarsegranite which
lay scattered about, some beautiful crystals of glassy felspar. ~Afret
crossing five hundred feet of low land, watered by a small brook,
and covered with large hemlock trees, we came to flat but rocky
Jand bearing beech and maple, which after chaining seven hun-
. dred and fifty feet terminated in a swamp two hundred and fitty
feet across. 'We then passed over two thousand and fifty feet of
good level lind, a little rocky in parts 3 Tunber, beech, and
maple —Then entered a swamp three hundred and fifty feet, not
bad. One hundred feet more, ascending and over a windfall,
brought us on level ground, which continued seven hundred feet
with the exception of one very graduval descent; Timber, beech,
- and maple. %Ve now entered a natural meadow covered with
dried grass, on the shores of a small Lake. "lhe fire had pased
along this part of the Country. The meadow measured five
hundred feet across to the swampy_ shores of the Lake. To
clear the Lake we went seven hundred feet to the north, and
. continued seven hundred feet in our line close to the water side,
“and passed several old Indian encampments, -We next crossed a
fwamp, two hundred and fifty feet ; four hundred and fifty feet,
* dry level land, and two hundred and fifiy down a rugged fieep
into a valley. Leaving the valley, we croffed an alder meadow,
eight lundred feet, watered by three fireams; then over a
rough hill, two hundred feet.  About thirty feet to the north was
a fmall valley where a road might be mn lo as to avoid the
rough ground. Two hundréd and fifty feet into low ground, and
one thoufand fet gradually alcending, brought us to the fummit of
ahill. From this place we could plainly trace the winding of
the valley mentioned above, clofe to us on the north: Tjmber,
beech and maple with fome hemlock and birch. Encamped on
this hill for the night. Thermometerat eight o’clock, forty-
SiIX. ' . :

Ocober 13th,

Thermometer at fix o’clock, thirty-five degrees, Commenced
: ~ our
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our march at feven o’clock over rather rough ground for three:
thovfand {even hundred and eighty feet ; the foil was 2 good
marle ; timber, beech and maple, Fifteen hundred feet more of
fine land, level, and well timbered, brought us into a clearance.
The view that burft upon us was extremely beautiful ; a large valo
ley lay extended in our front, furrounded by high hills, broken
into various forms ; about one mile to the north weft the country
appeared rugged, the hills terminating in rocky precipices; but
nevertheless the fammits and the less precipitous fides were thick~
ly covered with hard wood. We faw fome Canadians who ine
formed us that we were clofe to the North River and among the
moft northern fettlements on that river ; fome of the people alfo
told us that the place was called Dumont’s Seigniory ; while
others called it Abercrombie. Two thoufand three hundred feet
from the edge of the clearance, over rough ground, generally
descending, brought »e to the Nourth River, where we found a
" cance  The river at this place is abont one hundred feet wide.
We confidered it fortunate in firiking upon the river at this point,
tor to the north, the land appeared to be so mountainous and
rugged, that probably we might have explored a confiderable
diftarice ere we should have met fo favourable a pass. We dined
on the eaft fide, and croffed over fix hundred feet of clearing,
and then entered acedar and hemlock grove (for fwamp it conld
not be called) and chained feventeen hundred feet more, when
we encamped for the night in a heavy fall of rain and florms of
wind, which contirued without- interruption throughout the
night. At eight o'clock the thermometer {ftood at forty-
six.

O&ober 14th,

Thermometer at fix o’clock, fifty. Towards morning the wind
had fallen and 2 fettled rain had fet in, this continued all day,
and we did not think it advifable to run any risk of our provi-
fionis, therefore refolved notto flir this day. At eight o’clock the
thermormeter was fifty eight. At ten o’clock a tremendous gale of
wind from the north weft paffed over us, and continued in gufts

- until eleven, when the clouds cleared off and the ftars shone with

_great brilliancy.

Octpbcr
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O&ober 15th,

Thermometer at fix o'clock, forty-fix. The morning cloudy and
frequent showers of rain, At nine o’clock it cleared up, but short.
Iy after again became cloudy and ghe rain fell in beavy showers.
At half paft eleven-the rain ceafed,and tired with waiting for a
decided change, wedetermined to push on, giving our men infiruc-
tions to preferve the flour as much'as possible from the wet. A.few
yards from our camp we ftruck upon an old Indian path which ran
in our diretion ; we took advantage of this, and followed it for
about two miles and a half 5 the path led us over level, and rather
good Jand, to the fhores of a beautiful lake, containing four or
five very pretty Iland:: the timber on the. north and west fides
of the lake was principally hemlock, spruce and balfam ; but the
high lands were covered with hard wood- On our reaching the
lake we encountered a heavy thunder florm, and it being within
half an bour of fun fet, we encamped for the night. Thermome-
ter at eight o’clock, thirty nine. During the night, hail and
rain.

Qctober i6th,

Thermoreter at fix o’clock, forty-two ; the morning cloudy-
At half paft feven o’clock, a ftrong morth weft wind fprung up,
and cleared away the clouds, and we proceeded on our journey ;
at first, passing round the south east end of the Lake until we
came oppofite where the men had cleared down to the water edge.
The land at this end of the Lake is level. Leaving the Lake, the
first five hundred feet was up a rocky hill of rather abrupt afcent,
and then five hundred feet tolerably level ; timber, beech and
maple. 'Wae perceived another lake clofe to our right, and had
doubts whether our line would not strike upon it ; but after
chaining five hundred feet more, gradually defcending, we found
ourfelves at the N, N, West end of it. The lake was long and nar-
row. Thenext five hundred feet was overlevel land, encum-
bered with a great number of fallen trees: thofe standing
were spruce, cedar, balfamy and a few pine. ‘Two hundred
feet more over a small Hill, and three’ hundred and fifty -
feet across a flat, brought us to the foot of a steep aclivi-
ty, one hundred and fitty geet to the top ; as usual a small Valiey
on one side, gradually ascending round the Hill. We then pro-

ceeded
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ceeded five hundred feet over rough ground to the summit of the
Hil, and five hundred feet flae, Then a gradual descent to the
edge of a precipice thirty feet high. Before descending into the
* Valley at the foot of the ¢liff, and which was a continuation of the
one we had before crossed, we enjoyed an extensive view of the
Country for many milés to the North and North East. The sides
and_summits of the Hills appeared to be covered with hard wood,
" with accasional patches of Black Timberin the Valleys The
ills were broken, 'but seemed to have lost much of that
rugged mountaindus appearance we had noticed before reaching
the NorthRiver. On going a few yards to the right we foynd a
practicable descent into the -Valley, and continued over level .
.ground three hundred and fifty feet ; Timber, beech and maple.
‘We gently descended one hundred feet, & made a gradual ascent
of four hundred feet more, 8ix hundred feet of flat land through
groves of Hemlock, Spruce, Balsam and Beech, led usinto a
swamp geven hundred feet long, with a small Br running
_throngh 'it. 'We then ascended gradually one hundréd feet, and -
crossed a smallridge, and piece of swamp, to another gradual as-
cent of five hundred feet; Timber, hemlock and cedar. Three
hundred and fifty feet more, very rough ground, brought usto a
- Surveyor’s blaze. 'We ascertained this to be'the Town ling of
" Kilkenny, and encamped near the post for the night, We follow-
#d the line towards the North for some distance; but the land was
extremely rough, and had in parts been destroyed by fire. Ther-
mometer at eight o’clock, thirtj-two degrees.

October 1'7th.

Thermotmeter at six o'clock, thirty two. A fine and Frosty mar-
ning. -Our object now was.to descend the Linejand get to the Set-
tlements which we knew to exist between the sixth and seventh, or
sixth and fifth Ranges, in order to get at our supply of provisions
agreed to be sent to the House of Mr. Fallin New Glasgow. We
otarted at seven o'clock and descended the Town line as far as a
small Lake, We then went to the North East & soon reached ana-
ther lake ; weagain delcended between the two, and fording the
difcharge, -cantinued downwards to the ‘farm of Mr. J. Fraser,
on lot twenty-feven, fixth range. Leaving our ftores and Infiru-
ments in Mr. Fraser’s charge, we proceeded to the Houfe of Mr.
Fall in New Glasgow, six miles diftant ; not finding the prgv é-
. . . on
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fions depofited there, we proceeded three miles lower, to the Millg
of Mr, Ll¥d, who received and entertained us with great hos-.
pitalitty Thefe mills are feated on the River Achigan, . .

October 18th.

This morning the provisions arrived ; and at two o*clock, having pro-
cured a cart vo convey them ta the termination of the road, we started
on our return to Kilkenny, the whole party highly gratified with the
kindness and attention displayed towards us by Mr., Lloyd. We con-
veyed the storea through the {msh from the end of the road, and reached
Fraser’s clearance at a quarter past five o'clock, and fixed our camp at
the edge of the bush, )

October 19th,

Storms of wind and rain all night ; which continued - throughout the
day. While the men were repairing their tattered clothes, we
walked through the bush to the Lake Achigan, a remarkably fine
tody of water; the shores picturesque and well wooded; on
he south side is some red pine. This lake is celebrated amon
the settlersin New-Glasgew and Kilkenny, for the fine trout wit
which it abounds, It lies about one mile north of the last settlement
in the Township. The lands around it are Crown resesves, with the
exception of about six hundred acres. The timber we observed, on ap-
* proachipg the lake, was beech, black birck, maple, iron ‘wood, bass,
hemlock, balsam and white pine. In the evening we retarned to the
camp about two miles distant.

October 20th.

Rain the whole of this day. Received letters, &fc. by Express from
the Commissioners, Employed the day in shifiing the flour and pork
into bags, and getting every thing prepared for a start.

" October 21st.

The rain ¢ontinued without cessation the whole night, but at day-
break the wind changed to the north-west and blew very strong. . Ther-
mometer thirty foor degrees, Afier breakfast, we started for the line
" hetween the seventh and eighth ranges, aswe had determined the day,
we vigited the lake to follow this route, and take advantage of the old
blazes. We reached the River Achigan about half a mile below the
Jake, and cromsed it ona tree; we had proceeded but a very short distance
when we again fell in with the same river ; we felled another tree and
crossed it, ang continued over a flat piece of ground a few yards, when
"to our surprise we once more met the river, which had taken a very sin.

gular
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gular bend.  We forded this bend, it being shallow. Asijt was near
sun set, we encamped on the north.east shore for the night, The
tountry we had passed through this day, was generally level ; the soil
a strong clayey marle : and the timber fine hard wood. Tt would be
necessary to go alittle farther north or south to avoid crossing the river
three times. The general average width of the viver i eighty g:et. Ther-
moeter at eight o’clock, thirty-seven, '

October 22d. '

Thermometer at six o’clock, thirty one. Started at half past seven
o’clock and continued alang the line batween the seventh and eighth
ranges, Weat first ascended a rough rocky hill, a valley of hard wood
about one hundred yards totheleft.  On reaching the post dividing lot
twenty.one from lot twenty two, we found the land flat, and thickly
covered with fige trees of hard wood. -By walking to the southward -
. ahont one hundred yards, the eye commandeda fine and extensive pros-

pectof steep ranges of hills, seeming to run parellel with our line about
-three or four niiles to the southeast. The intervening villey was level
Tand covered with hard waod. We continued along 2 valley (after a
small descent from the hill) until we reached lot twenty, and then ascend
ed a gentle'rice, rather vocky. We then passed over a rough, but tole-
: rablyﬁ:vel tract of land, the roughness being in a great measure oc-
casioned by the number of boulder stones which lay scattered about.
The same kind of land, bearing mixed timber, continued as far as log -
nineteen ; it then became more level to lot eighteen. Each
of these lots is considered by the sctilers to meaiure about ope
third of a mile in breadth, A short distance beyond the post,
we crossed a river, and ascended a hill very gradually, as far as lot se-
venteen ; timber mixed, Being at the foot of a large mountain, we
took advantage of a fine valley of hard wood a short distarice on our

right, ‘which brought us into heline again close to lot sixteen, The
mountain was steep and rocky. Fifty feet ascending brought us to the
st dividing sixteen from seventeen, We passed along the summit of
thissmall hill a few “acres, and dined ina thick grove of hemlock., Af-
ter dinner we entered a swamp about three acres across, and then as-
“cended a low hill, rather rosgh and rocky; Timber, hemlock, spruce,
balsam, beech and maple. We reached post fourteen, having missed No,
fifteen. It rained, and blew with t violence all.the afternoon and
evening. The general charatter of the country we had passed through
this day was rough and rocky ; but the soil firm, and timber Jarge ;
well watered with streams. At a distance the land lookéd mountainous
and broken, but on a near approach it lost much .of that character, as
the high lands had in generalan ezsy descent, and jnvariably a vql'ley, ’
. close
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close, either on the north or south of the hill. Eniainped by the side of
a stream ; rain all the evening. -

October 23d,

Thermometer at six o’clock, thirty threc. At three ¢’clock this
morning a heavy north west wind sprung up, and some ‘trees were
blown down in the vicinity of our Camp. Commenced our march at
half past seven o’slock, and passed through a hemlock grove, and again
crossed the small stream which had ran past our camp, We continu-,
ed over a level country, mixed timher as far as lot thirteen, This level
tract of land continued for several acres and terminated in a small valley
of beech and maple, bound by a hill rising rather abruptly sixty feet.
We continued along the flat summit of this hill 2 few yards beyond post
twelve, when we descended gradually, and arrived at the south east
end ofa small pond. The discharge was a small stream, but deep, and
required a tree to cross it. The shores of the lake were lowz Timber—
pine, hemlock, spruce and balsam. We ascended gradually four hun-
dred feet among pine and cedar ; the fivst fifty feet was.rather abrupt.

_This brought us to the edge of a cliff twenty feet high, it being the
" commencement of lot eleven, By going along a valley a short distance
tothe south east, this cliff and the small lake would be avoided. At
the foot of the cliff began a fine valley of hard wood which we travers ed
Jor several husdred feet, and then entered a grove of hemlock and ce.
dar on the shores of another small pond or lake close to our left hand.
This hemlock-grove or swamp, {for it was little better,) continued as far
ag lot ten, and was greatly encumbered with windfalls. On entering lot
ten, we passed over a level piece of land to lot nine. 'Titber principally
birch and hemlock, with some beech and spruce. The wind bad en-
oreased and blew in heavy squalls, the trees falling around us, which kept
us very much on the alert.  Afier passing over some low moist land we .
entered among hard wood and commenced theascent of a hill, passing
post eight.  The hill was not high or stéep, and we went along the flat
summit as far as lot seven. The soil fine light marle ; timber—beech,
birch and maple.  On entering the seventh Jot we made a_rapid descent
into a level of two hundred feet width ; a beautiful valley of hard wood
runaing round towards the beginnin § of she eighth lot, where we bad first
ascended the hill. Thisvalley extended towards tbe north,passing diagon-
ally through the eighth, ninth,and tenth ranges; and thickly waoded with
beech and maple. We descended a hill two hundred and fifty Feet ab-
ruptly and crossed a River twenty feet in width, About three hurdred
feet beyond the River we entered the sixth lot ; timber—hemlock and
spruce ; land gently ascending for a short distance and ending in an
) “dbrupt
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abrupt descent of twenty feet to. a small valley. The rock was quartz
worn by the weather in such a remarkable manner that at firs¢ sight it
had all'the appearance of regular stratification. A small rise of land ran
across this valley. We soon reached the foot of a small hill covered with
mixed timber ; from the summit we commanded an extensive view ; close
to us,on either hand,the country appeared low, bounded at some distance
* by high hills ; in front of us also ran a range of high broken hils, ' We
descended from the hill to a short swamp, and entered lot five. This
swamp brought us to the edge of -a cliff about thirty feet in height ;
we went a short distance on one sige and descended 'into an alder mea-
dow and crossed a brook ; we then ascended a small hill thickly wooded
with hemlock, spruce and balsam, 1In descending the hill we came to
the edge of another cliff twelve feet high ; Rock white quartz; and came
on a sart of terrace s timber—~beech and maple. The fire had formerly
passed over this land. We encamped for the night ona smallridge
running across the terrace or vale. Here we again noticed the extraor-
dinary stratified appearance of the quartz rock. On the south east,
about one hundred yards from our Camp, a valley extended in the direc-
tion, and parallel, with our line, for a very considerable distance. Also on
the north west about the same distance from our Camp was a still
deeper valley which séemed to wind round towards the vale we had crost-

¢d on entering -the eighth lot. The evening was fine. Thermometer
thisty one’ degrees,

October 24th.

Thermometer at six o’clock, twenty eight. Startedat seven o'clock
and ascended a steep and high hill to the third lot, This hill can be .
* avoided by passing either to the right or left. From the summit the
view was extensive, bounded at a vast distance to the north and nerth
west by a ridge of high mountains. Descending from the hill in conti-
nuance of our live, we came upon the valley which wound round the noith
west side of the hill ; the timber was mixed ; soil good, but rather rocky,
the rocks ‘containing common black iron ore. The vallle_{ continded
about one thousand feet, and ended in an alder meadow. Here we en-
tered lot two, In the alder meadow we crossed a small stream, and
gradually ascended a low, hill ; near the top we went over o brook ;
timber, principally hemlock, spruce and balsam. About one thousand
feet of tolerably level Jand from the top of the hill, brought us to another
brook, and :shortly after enteréd lot one. This lot was much the
same in every respect as lot two. We crossed over ‘a small swamp, but
but not bad, and gradually ascending from it about three hundred feet
we arrived at the Townline, We fﬁund the post dividing the seventh
from the eighth ranges of Rawdon.  After dinner we followed the line of

the
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the seventh and eighth ranges of Rawdon, by descending the side of a
very high-hill, which brouvght us, after crossing a stream; to the north
west side of a very beantiful lake, 'The timber eovering the hill was
beech and maple.  We went round thenorth end of the lake ovgr level
ground, passing at’the foot of a cliff of sienite about fifty feet high,
and crossing a streani of a beautifully clear water close to an old cabane,
Near the cabane we crossed another stream and entered amang hemlock
and cedar, which snon gave place to beech and maple, and continued for
about one thousand feet, fine land. Here we encamped for the night

on the chore of the lake, The opposite shores appedred high and
picturesque. .

,

.

October 25th.

A hard frost the whole night, Thermometer at six o’clock, twenty
seven.  Started at half past seven o’clock and descended abruptly to
the discharge of the Lake ; we crossed it over 3 beaver-dam, and ob.
served that the stream ran towards the north, Afier a short ascent, we
entered lot four of Rawdon, etill between the seventh and eighth ranges,
We descended fifty feet gradually' and continved over level land, as far
aslot five ;. Timber, beech and maple, Soila light sandy marle, On
entering lot five the land was' rough ; Timber, hemlock, spruce and
cedar ; this rough’ tract terminated in an abrupt descent into -a valley ;'
still black timber. ‘This valley will be found to run round the north
tide of ‘the hill until it meets the level tract on lot four. 'We crossed a
small brook and descended gradually about one hundred feet, and met
8 stream running south east ; Thisstream wasabout eighteen feet wide, .
We crossed a wood path and continued on level ground for some dis-
tance, until we reached a small brook, We then ascended gently to the
top of a low hill, and almost immediately descended forty feet abruptly
into a small valley, The timber we had passed since crossing the stream
or small River was Femlock, spruce, balsam, and afew black birch trees,
On cutering the valley, we crossed a small stream and came out on o
clearance, but uninhabited. Here we saw another wood road or path,
We soon entered lot seven and ascended a very high hill; élose on our
right or south.east, a very easy and gradualascent ; This high hill wag
covered with beech and maple, We wound round a rugged part of the
hill, and entered lot eight, and then ascended over another steep and
rongh tract of land. On gaining the summit we perceived that a fine
valley or large ravine wound close to the south east. At a great dis-

tance ina south direction we could distinguish a sheet of water which- we~ =~

imagined to be in the neighbourhood of Montreal, and-in the middle
distance we could see a tinned Spire, and-the70of of one or two build-
Jinge glittering in the Sun.-- From the height we were upon, the inter.-

- . Yeming
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vening Country appeared to be almost flat. 'We made a’gradual descent
into a valley of hemlock, sptuce and cedar, and finding some water under
the root of a tree, we stopped to dire. In running a road along this line, of
cou:se the Ravine to the south.east would be taken advantage of.  After
dinner we pursued our march, and found the valley end in a emall swamp,
which broaght us into lot nine. 'We could distinctly hear a fall or heavy
rapid to the nprth. The whole of this lot was a continuation of undula. *
ting land cavered principally with hard wood. Through one of the small
" valleys ran a brook of clear water. We ascended a graduval rise and
soon entered 2 clearance on lot ten, and another on lot eleven. The
Inhabitants were employed miaking ashes 'We left these clearances by
" a small path leading towards the east, and shortly after came upon
another farm  We then changed our course a little more to the north,
-and passed through a wood for about half a mile, which brought us
into .a cleared meadow, or strip of interval land, on the banks of the
River Lac-Ouerreau. Here ‘we encamped for the night. This fine
River (which'at this place was deep and poured down a vast body of -
water,) owes its name to a Jarge Lake many leagues to the north of the
settlements in Rawdon, and is navigable the whole way for canoces.
Some Indians we fellin with encamped on its banks, informed us that
the Lake Ouerreau was within a half a days journey of a verylarge
Lake which was the source of the North River, and that the communi-
cation with the River Matawa and Vermillion, was close to the same
Lakes. The shores where we were encamped, were low and convenient
- for erecting a Bridge. The banks of the River were pretty well seta
tled, anda road on the opposite side communicated with the lower parts
gi,the’l‘?fwnghip and the Seigniory of L*Assomption. ‘

. October 26th. -

A:frosty morning. 'Thermometer at six o’clock, twenty-siX. Com-
menced conveying our stores across the River jn an old canoe which we
found on the west shore. Having seen every thiig safe acro#s, we pro-
ceeded along the/east shure to lot fifteen on.the seventh range, belonging
to Mr. Bagna);’ where we succeeded in procuring a cart to convey our
stores as far 4¢ Mr. Hobbs’ mills on.the Red River. Part of the men .
went round’with the, cart, and the remainder, ' with their axes, accom«
panied ug’back to our Iine, After passing through a small swamp-we
ascended a hill and entered a clearance on lots fifteen and sixteen. The
land continued level as far as the foot of 2 high and steep Lill, or 28 is
generally called, mountain. Soil clayey. We gained the summit of
this hill by passing round to the” south-east through. a gorge, down
which ran a small brook ; Timber, beech dnd maple. On gaining the

opposite side of the hill, we descended gather rapidly into a clear;}l;eé

/
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Here the land was flat, and continued so to the next farm, which was

on the Red River, and belonged to Mr. Hobbs. We proceeded to the
Mills, and found our stores had arrived about ten minutes before us,
M. Hobbs procured a cart to convey the stores roend toz Mr. Brown’s
on lot twenty eight, itbeing close to the line we were pursuing. ' After
dinner we proceeded across the Red River, (which is about thlrty or
thirty-five feet wide,) accompanied by Mr. Flobbs, wha very kmdl,y'
offered to show us the most direct route through the woods to Brown’s
farm. Leaving the River we passed over a small hill and soon struck
upon the line between the seventh and eighth ranges. We continued in
the vicinity of our line, but generally a little to the southward, over level
fine land, well. wooded with beech and maple. 'We crossed between two
farms, and reached Brown’s at five o’clock;, situated on lot twgnty—elght,
seventh range ; and four acres and 2 half from the augmentation to Kal-
dare. The air was sultry and peculiarly oppressive. The sky clouded

A little past five o’clock we were assailed by a violent thurder storm,
which lasted until ten o’clock. Some flashes of lightning, and accom.-
panying peals of thunder, were terrific. Thermometer at eight o’clock,
fifty-two. ‘ .

¢

QOctober 27th,

-

A cloudy sky, but symptoms of it clearing up. In consequence of
our men complaining that their necks were straided from conveying
heavy loads over such. a rough Country, we engaged two men to ac-
company us for this day. Started from Brown’s farm at eight o’clock,
and having crossed the four acres and a half, entered the angmentation
to Kildare, and continued along the front line of the first Range. On
entering the fitst lot we passed over a small hill into a valley, and soon
after ascended another hill, and continued along level ground until we
entered lot two, where we passed through a hemlock and cedar swamp, -
with a small River ruaning on the north east side of it. After crossing
the River we came to an aldér meadow watered by.a small brook.
From the alder meadow the land continued level to lot three ; Timber,
spruce, balsam, and birch. The land was still level for about three
fourths of the lot, we then ascended a steep mountain into lot four.
Our men passed up a valley close on the south side until they reached
the line; Timber, beech and maple. We descended on the north-east
side of the mountain very abruptly into a valley in lot five, with a stream
runoing through it, ahout fifteen feet wide. We next ascended a small
hill flat on the summit and entered lot six. The valley now lay on the
north-west side of us ; mixed timber with a few pine of large size. With
the exception of two or three trifling ascents and-descents, the whale of
this lot was level land. Soil good ; Timber, beech and maple, On enter-

ng
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ing lot seven, we crossed a small stream anid passed over level, but rather
rocky land, for about a third of the lot, when we came to the edge of a
precipice about twerty five feet in height. Rock, sienite, abounding in
quartz, On our right hand a Lake. We descended into the valley by
. gong a short distance to the south, and continued along the level land
atthe foot of the precipice until we arrived at the shores of a large
Lake ; having crossed a stream shortly after our entrance into the val-
,ley 3 Timber principally beech and maple. We crossed the stores over
on a ¢ Cajou” in charge of two men ; while therest of the party walked
round the northend of the Lake until we reached the line. Ascending
a small hill, passing over a flat, and ascending another small hill, brought
us to lot eleven. Land good; Timber, beech and maple. The Rock
was still . a sienite, abounding iy large masses of white quartz, Our.
route next lay aloug the side of a hill as far as lot twelve., Here the
land was level fora short distance, when it rose into 4 small hill; on the
other side a very short swamp, which we crossed, and continued over 2
flat into lot thirteen. Land good ; Timber, beeeh, birch, balsam.and
maple. From the entrance of lot thirteen we ascended until we reached
the top of another hill ; the land then continued flat for some distance,
occasionally broken by small Ravines; until we came to a rapid descent
into a valley which wound round on our right, towards the Lake we
' had just passed. The valley was g little swampy, with a breok running
through it'; Timber, spruce, balsam, cedar, and hemlock. Here we
entered lot fourteen, After procecding about four acres onwards, we
came to another post marked fourteen, and dividing the augmentation of
Kildare from the Seigniory of Daillebout, We encamped for the night
neat the last post. Thermometer at eight o’clock, forty six. .

October 28th.

Thermometer at six o’clock, forty four. Heavy rain, which ended
in 4 thick wetting mist; the air at the time being close and sultry.
Paid the two men we had hired, who returned home. We sent three
men forward to cut and place the pickets, while the others were prepa-
ring part of the provisions to leave ¢ en cache.” Dumas accompanied
us to the southward of our line,as we felt anxious to ascertain the na.
ture and appearance of the Country in that direction. ‘We crossed a
swamp, and a«cended a_high and rugged hill, but the mist was so dense
as to preclude the possibility of seeing auy great distance, although we -
were evidently considerably elevated above the surrounding Country,
Desceading the hill gradually towards the south, we continued forward
about half a mile, when we thought it time to return, as our men would
have cut sufficiently in advance, for us to commence chaining. We
proposed to Dumas, the Indian, to take ug round by some other route :::
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as 1o avoid the steep hill and bad swamp we had crossed.  He according -
ly made a lavge sweep round the foot of the mountain, and then pursued
his coursé in. every’ possible direction, so as to avoid every hill and
swamp that came in-the way. At length we began to express a doubt
as to whether he had not got too far north of our line; he emiled and
pointed to the Surveyor’s post about ten, yards in our front, this beiog

.the point we had started from in the morning, We crossed a small

brook and went to the Camp where we made’an early dinner, and sent
forward the three men to relieve those at work, After making a secure
¢ gaché,” we commenced chaining from the south western linc of Dail-
lebout. We gradually ascended one thousand feet, broken into small
ridges 5 thence over a thousand feet level good land and timber ; and
two thousand five hundred feet low and sumewhat swampy ; Timber—
cedar, hemlock, spruce and ballam. The ladd continued varying, some-
times rough and in parts level for two thousand three hundred feet

. more; timber—chiefly hemlock and- balsam, We now reached a place

where the fire had passed and destroyed all the large timber, the young
growth was birch and balsam, ‘We, procéeded through this half bhurat
wood eleven hundred feet, and encamped for the night by the wide of a
emall brook. -Thermometer at eight o’clock, thirty five;

L October 20¢h, -

"Thermometer'at six o’clock, twenty six,. Commenced our work at

" half past sevenand chained over cight hundred feet of level land, and

twg hundred feet up the ¢ide ofa hill 5 mixed timber. Five hundred

- fectdown a rough and rocky descent, brought us to'ievel Jand.

A five valley close on our left hand, ‘Che level land was seven hundred

feet across, rather rocky and terminhted ina descent of one thousand

feet 5 the first five hundred gradual, but the last five hondred abrupt

“Timber, of all desctiptions, We crossed a brook and proceeded five hun-_

dred feet more over the same kind of rough land; soil, a light sandy

" matle; timber—birch, balsam and spruce. We next went over fifteen

hundred feet, part an alder meadow and part roughand rugged hillocks ;
a narrow valley with a braok running through it the whole distance close
to us, We came to a ravine with water, where we dined, and then went
five hundred feet up the steep side of a mountain,among young poplar and
birch. Fire had pasied over this tract. We proceeded four hundred
feet along a flat, and onie hundred feet up a very steep ascent ; four hun.
dred feet more gradually-ascending among beech and maple; brought us

. to the top of the mouhtain, Parts of this moment wete so steep and

rugged, that we were obliged to swing oursclves up by the aid of the
trecs. From the summit of the mountain we commanded an extensive
prospect, Close at its foot on the north west side was a fine valley wbitih

' ’ E would
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would afford a good pass foravoad. This valley was bounded to the
north and vorth west by high hills ; and still farther north by mountains -
of a broken appearance, As far as the eye could determine, the hills be-
yond the valley were covered to the summit with hardwood. To the
south east and east the land consisted of gently undulating hills.” We
continned our route over five hundred feet of levelland ; timber—
beech and maple ; and then over two thovsand two hundred and eighty
feet of fine land, almost imperceptibly descending, among fine groves
- of maple and beech ; passed sugar shanties. Not finding water we re."
turned five hundred feet and encamped by the side of a small brook.
'We heard a heavy roar of water to the northward the whole of the day.
Thermometer at eight o’clock, thirty twa,

October 30th,

Thermometer at six o’clock, twenty six, Started from onr Campata
quarier before seven, and commenced measuring from the place we had
left off at last cvening, Fourteen hundred feet of level good land, brought
us suddenly upon the edge of a precipice composed of a light marle;
and about two hundred feet in height. 'The timber we had scen this
morning was chiefly young poplar. At the foot of the precipice ran a
rapid river, which, about a mile to the northward, tumbled over a rocky
height, Beyond the River the country appeared more level, with the
exception of one high hill near the river side,. We ascended the preci-

ice toa strip of interval land, along which we found a shanty road.

e followed this road for about three quarters of a mile to the south
east, and crossed several deep -ravines gradually leading up the hill ; but
could not find any more favourable place for crossing than where we had -
descended the precipice, We sent five men back tothe augmentation of
Kildare, for the stores we hadléft there ; and the other two set to work
to make a raft, which was finished by dinner time ; when we crossed the
river and fixed our Camp to wait the return of our men, In the after-
noon we went to the falls, which were extremely picturesque ; about
sixty feet in height and one hundred feet across. A few hundred feet
below the falls, the river divides, one branch rupning round a small Is-
and to the north east, The streams meet about a quarterof a mile
below, and forming several sma}l rapids, continve their course in
one broad shallow stream, towards the Saint Lawrence, Nota mile
distant north west from the line we had pursued for the last two or three
days, was a fine valley ; evidently having a river winding throngh it,
as we repeatedly heard the roar of waters in that direction ;.and we
have little doubt would offer facilities for the passage of a road. The
timber around our camp was swamp-ash, elm, and maple. Thermome-
ter at eight oclock, thirty three, Oct.

B ctl‘
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October 31<t.

Thermometer at fix o’clock, twenty-nine, At eight o’clock we
fent two men forward to clear away the brush wood vp the hill,
At aquarter paft nine our men with the provifions made their
appearance on the oppofite fide of the river. 'When every thing
was crofled over, we immediately commenced our march by af-
cending a bank about twenty feet. The land continued good and
level for five hundred feet, when it became swampy one hundred
and fifty feet, and threz hundred and fifty feet up a fteep hill.
Thetop of the hill was flat for one hundred feet, when we again
afcended arather fieep rife three hundred and fifty feet, and
continued up 2 ftill more fteep and rugged afcent, three hundred
and fifty feet, when we gained the fomniit of the hill; timber,
a.young growth of poplar, fpruce and balfam, The remains jof
half burnt pine and hemlock trees, {cattered about., We pro-
ceeded onwards fifteen hundred feet over level land ; the firft
thoufand feet being covered with beech and maple, the next five
hundred, mixed timber. We then descended gradually five hun-
dred feet intoa ravine, where we dined by the fide of a brook.-
As our men who had been to the *cache” were much fatigned,
and the rain defcended heavily, we fixed our camp for the night.
We again determined tr leave fome flour ¢ encache” to pre-
ferve it from the wet.

L
November 1st,

Thermometer at fix o’clock, thirty eight. The morning cloudy
and wet.  Started at eight o’clock 3 chained two hundred and
fifty feet gently ascending, and five hundred feet level- ground,
covered with mixed timber to the edge of a fwamp. Two hun-
dred and eighty feet brought us to a fiream runping fouth eaft,
its banks bearing alder bufhes. One thoufand feet more, brought
us across the {wamp to the foot of a hill 5 the laft five hundred
feet was not fo wet as the preceding. The hill was fteep and
* rugged, but five hundred feet brought us to the top ; timber,
beech and maple. One thoufand feet of good land, very gra-
dually alcending, among hard wood, intermixed with birch, hem-
lock, balfam and fpruce, conducted ugto a fhort fwamp of one
hundred feet ; after which the land continued leve] for three
hundred feet more ; timber mixed. We then gently descended
five hundred feet among beech and maple into rather fwampy

- - ground,
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ground, and black timber, which lafted five hundred feet. The
rain now defcended heavily, and the whole party being complete-
ly foaked to the skin, we detexmined to flopa little earlier than
_usual to get our things dry, if poffible, before we slept. We
 therefore encamped in the fwamp for the night. Towards night
the rain encreafed.

November 2nd.

. Thermometer at fix o’clock, thirty.ninc. It had rained with-
out intermiffion the whole night, and the carly part of the morn«
ing. We commenced our march at a quatter before feven o’clock,
the heavy rain having fuddenly, given way to a thick wetting mift.
We pafled ‘over five hundred feet low, and owing to the rain,
very wet ground ; timber, beech, maple, balfam, hemlock and
fpruce.. Two hundred and eighty feet more was level, and the
timber, beech and maple ; then we gradually defcended among
black timber one thoufand feet to the banks of a fiream, running
northwards. Fifteen hundred feet of level land, mixed timber,
led us to a fwamp, which meafured five hundred feet ‘atross,
We then afcended 2 hill five hundred feet, and five hundred fect
tolerably level; soil good 3 timber, beech and maple. Again we
afcended a rather fteep hill five hundred feet, and continued over
level land feven hundred and eighty féet 3 and one thoufand feet
very gradually defcending among beech and maple trees, to the
banks of another fiream.. After crofling the ftream we paffed

_ aver fifteen hundred feet of fine land, very gradually afcending ;
timber, beech and maple.. This brought us to a moift, rather
_fwampy tract, which meafured thirteen hundred feet across. and
ended in a precipirate defcent into a gully. Here we dined, and
afterwards made a cireuit of three hundred and fifty feet to the
foot of a fteep hill on the oppofite fide of the gully, croffing in
our progrers a small river ; and again procecded on our line. We
firft croffed an alder meadow -one hundred and fifty feet, and
then afcended a ftcep and rugged hill five hundred feet ; and
three hundred and fifty feet along the flat fummit, to a2 deep ra-
“vine, fifty feet across : Timber mixed. Fifty feet beyond the ra-
vine, we afcended a fteep rocky hill five hundred feet, the last
hundred almoft perpendicular and encumbered with loofe frag-
_ments of rock, which rendered the footing extremely uncertain.
Three hundred and fifty feet more gradually afcending brought
us to the summit of the mountain; timber mixed, but Chlixeﬂg
at
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hard wood ;: The view from the top of the mountain was remark-

_ably fine. At a great diftance to the south, we could diftin-
guith a large theet of water. To the north weft a valley running
parallel with our line, and not more than half a mile diftant, pro-
Hably less.  We encamped on the top of the mountain for the
night. A thick wetting mift in the evening.

November 3;1.

Thermometer at fix o'clock, thirty fix. We went three hun-
dred feet northwards, to avoid a very abrupt defcent of the moun~

- . tain, and commenced work at a quarter before eight o'clock, by

defcending two hundred feet down the fide of the hill, and pas-
sing over thirtcen hundred and fifty feet level land, tothe fide
of afmall lake. Timber round this Jake or pond, fpruce, cedar
und balfam. 'We went round the north end of the pond, and
pafled four hundred feet through a Twamp and five hundred feet
gradually rifing 5 black timber. Two hundred and eighty feet
of level Jand, and five hundred feet ascending, bronght us to the
fuomit of a hill ; timber, beech and maple,. We defcended
rapidly into a ravine, one hundred feet ; and afterwards fixteen
hundred feet over a flat, covered with a variety of timber, “"We
continued our march up a hill four hundred feet, among beech
and maple, and one thoufand feet fine level ground, thickly co-
vered with hard wood 3 and then descended five hundred feet in-
to low wet land. Sevenbundred and eighty feet of this rather
{wampy land, brought us into much dryer ground, and perfectly
level, for one thoufand feet ; the timber mixed. We again gra-
dually afcended a bill, five hundred feet ; here we dined; and af-
terwards defcended five hundred feet crofling two ravines upwards
- ot fixty feet widé. A fhort diftance in advance of the laft ravine
we obferved a Surveyor'sblaze. We defired our men’ to cease
cutting, while we followed the blaze each way, to find a poft.
‘We fucceeded in falling in with both ; that to the south being
" marked R. four and five 5 and the one on the north, five and fix.

‘We determined upon following the blaze .from the south poft ;
bat it being too late to procced this evening, we returned
to the line and fixed our camp, It rained all the evening, and in
the courfe’ of the night we had a fajl of snow. We had not
seen a clear sky for many days and nights, but had conftantly tuf-
fered from extreme wet, )

Nov.
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November 4th.,

‘We this morning difpatched threc men for the provifions we
had left “en cache,” and fent the remainder forwards to clear a
path to the poft about ten acres to the fouth of the camp, with -
orders, if they had time, to clear away the brush a2 few acres to-
wards the north eaft. The men miftook our orders and continued
to the fouth beyond the poft, pafling over land which had fuffer~
ed materially from fires. At length they arrived at the edge of a
fteep rocky mountain from which they could see the River Saint
Lawrence, The snow was falling at the time, and it was only
the gufts of wind cleared away the drift, that they could diftin-
goith any diftant object- At three o’clock the men returned-
with the provifions, and in the evening the weather cleared up and
became extremely cold. Thermometer at eight o’clock, thirty
degrees. ‘ ’

9

November 5th.

A Tine clear morning; the firft we had enjoyed for. fome days,
Thermometer at fix o’clock, twenty five. Left our camp ata quar-
ter before feven o’clock, and proceeded to the poft, from whence -

we continued along the line between the fourthand fifth ranges
“ of the Township of Brandon, For feveral acres we defcended
the fide of a fteep and high hill, and croffed a ftream running to-
wards thz fouth. After croffing the fiream we reacked the foot
of a cliff about forty feet in height, almoft entirely compofed of
felspar. The view from the fommit was over a level tract of land
oneach fide, and from appearances ‘we had fome'reafon to be-,
lieve we were in the neighbourhood of fettlements. We pro.
ceeded over 2 level tradt for about a quarter of a mile, thente
over a hill into a fwampy valley, Here we waited some time in
full expectation that the men would overtake us, as we had left
‘them but a short diftance on the other fide of the fiream. Finding
they did not join us, we returned to the top of the hill where
we had left them refting, but they had departed ; nor could we
tract them beyond the'fmall fiream, As we were entirely’ with-
out provifions, we determined nof to lofe more time in looking '

for the tricks of our men, but follow the blaze between the
fourth and fifch ranges in hopes we should come to a clearance
before night, or éarly the following morning. We also thought
it probable the men had. gone into the vallcy we 5aw on our ltigl;t

’ o ) and,
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hand, to.avoid afcending the fteep and rugged hills croffed by the
line. After once more crofling the ftream and- afcending the
cliff, we marched along very rough ground, croffing fome fteep
hills ‘over which the fire had paffed. 'T'he young timber was pop-
lar and balfam. At length we reached a-flat tra&t covered with
beech and maple, and fhortly after came to the edge 'of a pre-
cipice upwards of one bundred feet in-height ; we deftended by
going a fhort diftance to the north, but even then were obliged
to cling to the trees and buches in our'defcent. At the foot ran a
ftream, and to our surprife we immediately found ourfelvesin a .
* clearance, but were much difappointed when we afcértained that
there were no Inhabitants. We followed the conceflion road
which appeared to be only recently made, and for fome diftance
was {wampy. On each fide there were clearances,-but fiill
without fettlers, At length paffing through feveral lots, in part
cleared, the road began to improve and the land became of a
dryer quality ;5 when we fuddendy came to the end of a new
road, where five or fix men were working. This road is one of
thefe for'which a fum of money was lately voted by the Houfe of
Affembly, and it isthe only one we {aw communicating in a dire&k
line with the old settlements on the Saint Lawrencé: We met 2
Mr, Morrison, who informed us that our men had paffed a-
bout fifteen mirtutes before, and had exprefled fome anxiety cons
cerning us ; he alfo communjecated the agreeable information,
that fome provifionis were at the houfe of Mr. Armftrong on the
Lake Malquinongé, from which ‘we were diftant about about two
.miles. 'We soon overtook our men, who, as we fuspedted, had
one into the valley onthe fouth fide of the hill ; and having .
%allen in with a road, they thought it beft to follow it until they
again firuck the line, 'We paffed over a perfectly flat and well
fettled country, being part of the Seigniory of Lamaudiere. Mr,
Armfirong’s houfe is fituated on the south-eaft fide of the lake,
. which is nine miles in circumference ; its greateft length being
' from north.-weft to sowthe.eaft. The fhores of the lake are
-\ flat ; the soil a clayey marle ; principally covered with hemlock, -
\$pruce, balfam and white pines They cultivate grain of alt forts
with great fuccess ; but the potatoes are of a very indifferent qua-
iity. In the diftance towards the north and north-west rife high
hills, covered, as we were informed, with beech and maple of 2 -
large growth., W had always been led to fuppofe that this Lake
was surrounded by high lands; but this is not the case, as the ground
to the southeealt and eaft is a continual flat, We were received
with



o - . 4‘0
with great hofpitality by Mr., Armﬂ\rong and Mr. Monroe, the™.
Gentlemen in charge of the provifions, who was refiding at the
line in Mr. Armftrong’s house.

November 6th.

This was one of those mifty mornings which had been the pre-
_vailing weather, (with the exception ot one or two days,) for the
last fortnight. "We gave our men this day to reft themselves, of
which indeed we were all much in need. We employed our-
felves in gaining all the information we poffibly could relative to
the high lands we saw to the north-weft of the lake. . All ac-
counts feemed to agree that there was a confiderable tract of good,
bat hilly land, extending for a certain distance back; but we
could not ascertain the precife diftance,

November 7th.

Exactly the fame kind of weather as yesterday. Several of our
people complained of fickness, and extreme fatigue. We there-
fore thought it moft advisable to forward part of the provifions
to fome intermediate point ; and the only certain place which
feemed to be known, was a Mill on the River du Loup, belonging
to Mr. Kempton ; but whether thig Mill was fituated in the Seig-
niory, or in the Townfhip of Hunterstown, we could not as-
certain, We procured a person to take part of our ftores round

ina cart ; but Mr. Monroe apprehending in the eventof any un-, °

foreseen difficulty that the boy in‘charge of the cart might be in-
duced to depofite the provifions without reaching the place agreed
upon, moft kindly offered, without any renumeration, to ac-
company them until safety lodged ina fpot where we should hear
ofthem 3 and in this duty we expeéted he would be employed
- five days. ‘We ftarted at eleven o’clock, the weather having in
fome degree cleared up. As Mr.Munroe was not to leave for
Berthier with the extra ftores, until the following morning, he
accompanied us as far asthe fpot we had fixed upon as a fresh
point of departure. We fent the menand ftores-down the Ri-
ver Maskinongé in a large wooden canoe, Having bid farewell
to our hospitable friends on the lake, we immediately entered the
bush, following 2 wood path over level land, somewhat fwampy ;
which was more owing to the conftant rain than the nature of the
soil. On leaving g:?e woed and croffing a clearance in a north

: east
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‘eaft direction we came to the Banks of Maskinongé River ; 3 fine
ftream, and navigable for canoes down to the Saint Lawrence.
At the moment we reached the river, the Jlarge canoe hove in
fight, and we croffed in a finall canoe in sufficient time to see them
shoot a fmall rapid. On reaching the last fettlement, but one,
on this part of the river, we got the owner of the hovfe to show
us the way to the laft clearance, We firft entered a wood for a
mile in extent, and croffed a small river which discharged into
the Masquinongé, On leaving the wood we faw the houfe of Mr.
Champagne, being the laft clearance south eaft on the river for
about fifteen miles ; and the point we had fixed for our depar-
ture. At this place the river forms a fine avenue, and is about
eighty feet in width. The fhores of this river will soon be well
fettled, asthe grearter portion is already granted, and will be
cleared in the enfuing fpring. From the information obtained
we confidered this farm as being fituated about one mile and a
half north eaft of the town line of Brandon. This afternoon was
wet and mifty-

November 8th.

Thermometer at six o’clock, thirty fix degrees. A wet and
cloudy morning. Commenced our march at eight o’clock, by
‘chaining over two thoufand five hundred feet of level land, which
our men had blazed and cleared away on the previous evening 3
we croffed three imall ravines ; soil extremely good; timber
mixed, but chiefly white pine, black birch and fprace. We then
croffed three hundred feet fwampy, and two hundred “feet dry
and level land; croffed a small ravine, and chained over one
thoufand feet of flat good land, to the edge of a very deep ravine
about fixty feet wide. We next made a slight descent of five

. hundred feet to the fide of a small fiream, which we croffed, and
ascended gently close to the edge of a high bank of rich marley
foil, upwards of fifty feet in depth ; at the foot ran a small rapid
ftream. We continued over seven hundred and eighty feet of
good land, the laft two nundred and fifty feet gradually ascending.
Timber, pine, cedar, spruce and birch, We next croffed five
hundred feet rocky, and paflfed over a small swamp fifty feet to
the foot of a hill. After dinner we afcended the hill four ' hun-
dred feet, over rocky land ; and five hundred feet level, mixed
timber; good foil. This level continued five hundred feet far-
ther, when we defcended a rocky hill two hundred feet, and con-

F tinued
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tinued along a level on.the top, of three hundred feet in length.
Timber on this hill hard wood. One thousand feet more, 'levél
land, and fine timber, (and watered by a fiream) bronght us to
a very gradual ascent of five hundred and fifty feet. Timber,
beech, birch and maple. We then ascended a hill five hundred
.feet through hemlock and spruce, and four hundred and fifty feet-
over a rocky ridge, but well covered with strong growth of beech
and maple, ‘Twelve hundredand thirty feet more over tolerably
level land, a little encombered with fragments of rock, brought
us to a gradual defcent of five hundred feet ; fill beech and ma-
ple. ‘Thence over five hundred feet of level and rather swampy
land bearing a growth of hemlock, sprace and balfam, Immense
isolated mafles "of angular shaped sienitic rocks, lay scattered
over this swampy fract. Fifty feet to the south, was a ridge of
hard wood, where we encamped for the night, near a small brook.
The evening mild and misty.

. November 9th.

Thermometer at fix o’clock, forty degrees. Cloudy, moift:
weather. Commenced work at a quarter before seven o’clock,
and pafled over one thousand feet of good lind along the brow of
" afmall hill; close on the left was a fine valley. We then croffed
one thoufand feet overa hill, the fummit very rocky, and entered
a valley which wound round towards the west. This valley
" measured five hundred feet across; Eood land 5 mixed timber,
, Two hundred and fifty feet slong the fide of a rocky hill, with ~
* flat land close adjoining; and five hundred feet level land, brought
us to an ascent of one hundred and fifty feet. We then descend-
ed rapidly one hundred and fifty feet more, and went one hun-
dred and thirty feet up a steep hill. From the top of this hill we
could distinguish a Valley close to us on'the North West side ; -
and it appeared to extend a considerable distance towards the
North North-East, and contairied a quantity of fine looking tim-
ber, principally beech and maple. 'We continued along the sym-

. mit of the hill seven hundred and fifty feet, among fine trees of
beech and maple; and then descended two hundred feet to the
edge of a precipice, fifty feet in height, Having reached the flat
at the foot of the cliff, we passed over two thousand five hundred
feet of level land, swampy at one part for about two bundred feet;
timber, hemlock, spruce, balsam and cedar; soil, light marle. We
now reached the White River, close to a small fall or rapigﬁ-
. ' e
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The River at this place is betweentwenty and thirty feet wide, and
. empties itself into the River Masquinongé, We crassed the Ri-
ver an a tree about forty feet below the fall, and dined on the:East
shore, After dinner we passed over seventeen hundred and eigh-
ty feet of level and good land, but much incommoded with fallen
trees. We then entered a swamp, and chained two thousand
feet, when we sought out the dryest spot we could find, and en~
camped for the night ; timber, spruce, hemlock, balsam, and ce~
~dar.  The weather was mild, but wet.

November 10th,

A light South-East wind ; slight rain. Started at seven o’clock,
and “crossed eight hundred feet of swampy ground which brought
us to a'gentle ascent. The swamp we had just crossed, although
long, was not bad, and might easily be drained for the conveni-
ence of a road. It has a small stream running through it. The
ascent we had reached was very gradual for two hundred feet
when the land again became level, and free from swamp for two
thousand feet ; timber still of the pine species. 'We ascended a
very trifling rise of land, and crossed a very extraordinary looking
place, apparently the bed of a small pond, bare of herbage, & per-
tectly dry—although so much rain had fallen the last few weeks.
Leaving this dry hollow, we descended gradually one hundred feet
among young spruce and balsam, and passed over a small rocky -
ridge, into a swamp, and across a Beaver meadow ; making in the
whole six hundred and eighty feet from the foot of the last small
hill; & five miles from the starting point-on the River Masquinon-
gé. The land continued swampy for twa thousand two hundred
feet, chiefly covered with a very young growth of spruce, poplar,
birch, & balsam. Numerous remains of half burnt logs lying scat-
- tered about. We next entered an extensive opening which was a

mere Sphagnous swamp; and surronnded from North North-West
to South-West by aridge of Jow hills' with a gently undulating
surface. The fire at some recent period had evidently crossed this
swamp, 2sthe few trees to be seen, althopgh standing, were
burnt ; they were chiefly very smalllarch. Theswamp measureds
where we crossed it, two thousand' six hundred and thirty feet;
we arrived at a smal] brook running towards the South East atthe
edge of the’swamp, at the foot of a steep hill. We dined here.
The rain fell fast, After dioner we ascended the hill six hun-
dred and fifty feet and came to the foot of a cliff twenty feet high :
' . ’ on
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on reaching the summit of this clil we found rocky land over
which the fire had passed ; it is at present covered with a very
young growth of poplar, birch, and balsam: this continued three
hundred and fifty fect, when we descended three hundred and
fifty feet abruptly, and four hundred and fifty feet gradually, in-
toa swamp, From the top of the Hill we had just crossed, we
ascertained that a Valley ran parallel with onr line on each side ;
but it appeared to be better adapted for a road about haif a mile to
the Southward, than on the north side of our line. We procee-
ded acrogs the swamp five hundred fect among black tinber, to
the foot of a very high hill: two hundred fcet more brought us
to the base of a precipice, which ir orderto ascend, caused us to
make a trifling dctour. On reaching the summit we chained
three hundred feet farther, and encamped for the night: the eve-
ning wet and gloomy : the air extremely mild. Thermometer at
eight o’clock, fifty degrees.

November 11th.

Thermmometer at six o’clock, thirty-seven degrecs.  The mor-

" ning cloudy, but no rain, Left our camp at cight o’clock and pro-
ceeded two hundred feet among young birch and poplar. We
entered a swamp of six hundred and fifty fect length, and cros-
sing a stream ascended over rough land one hundred and fifty feet,
to the foot of a chiff of Sicnite about one hundred feet in height,
1t took us some time in reaching the top of ths cliff, when we a-
" gain ascended up a rugged hill four hundred feet, & covered with
young birch, balsam and poplar. 'We then crossed a flat und ra-
-ther wet piece of land, for three hundred & fifty feet, & again as-
*cended over rocky land one hundred and fifty feet ; onc hundred
and fifty feet level, and four hundred and fifty more ascending,
brought us to the summit of this steep and xocky hill. From this
height we noticed that the hills around,gencrally terminated in ab-
rupt precipices of considerable height, but always Vallcys on one
side or the other, which afforded an casy and gradual ascent to the
suamit. ‘We proceeded forward seven hundred and fifty feet a-
long level but rocky land, thickly covered with beech, birch and
maple s and descended gradually one thousand feet, tolcrable land,
On the North West a short distance from us, rose a high rocky
hill covered with young poplar, ‘The land now became level for
eight hundred feet, and covercd with young birch, poplar and bal-
sam, We stopped to dine on the north side of asmall Lake. Af-
ter
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ter. dinner we chained over eight hundred feet of tolerably level,
but rocky ground ; mixed timber. Then across a ‘brook and four '
~ hundred feet gently ascending, and along five hundred feet! of le~
vel ground where the fire had passed: timber, young poplar. On
reaching this spot we had the misfortune to see one of our men,
named Beaulac, supported in the arms of two others. He hadlaid -
his foot open directly across the instep; in consequence of his axe
having glanced off a small dogwood tree he wasin the act of cut-
ting down. ‘The wound was very severe, and bled profusely, but
. fortunately being provided with dressing, we succeeded in staunch-
ing the wound.” We immediately looked out for a place to en-
camp, and found a good spot by the side of a small brook, eleven
- hundred feet from where Beanlac was left. A man conveyed him
to the camp on his back. e '

November 12th,

. A'cold gloomy morning. Started "at half past seven o'clock,
and passed over four hundred and eighty feet of rather rough
land, and entered a swamp which measured one thousand feet to
the side of a stream. We returned to examine what appeared to -
be an old Suryeyor’s blaze—we followed it about six acres to the
Northward, and came to a post: here we fell in with two Canadian
Huoters who informed us that this was the line between Lanau-
diére and FiefSt. Jean. We returned to the stream and measu-
red three hundred feet more, swampy land, and then ascended a
small ridge two hundred feet. 'We continued over fifteen hundred
feet of rough and rocky land'in parts swampy; and one hondred
feet over 3 rocky hill. Four hundred feet more rough land,
brought us to a descent, which continued five hundred feet, .-
mong loose fragments of rock. Timber, spruce, balsam, birch, .
and hemlock. We obferved a small lake clofe on our left
hand. FHere we noticed another Surveyor’s lirie and appearantly
drawn within the last few years. ‘While the men were preparing
dinner, we followed the blaze to the northward paffing feverat
posts until we reached one marked No. 38, Here the line ter-
minated, and we fél¢ much difappointed in not finding the town
line of Hunterstown, thould fuch-a line bein existance ; but afe -

_ter a minute examination of every tree for fome diftance around
_without any fuccess, we were obliged to relinquish the search and
return to our party. After dining and drying our clothes, we |
zefolved upon following the blaze towards the south, in hopes of

o , . reaching
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. reaching some house where we could leave our wounded mamn, -
who was not only suffering several pain, but required one man to-
catry him on hisback. Theloss of two men’s services at this ad-
vanced period of the year was aferious evil. 'We proceeded down
the line a short diftance and encamped for the night. The coun-
try still poor and rugged. The evening cold, but the rain had
fortunately ceafed. ’ .

November 13th.

A heavy north west wind this' morning. Thermometer at six
o’clock, twenty nine degrees. Beaulac fuffering fevere pain in
his foot. Left our camp at seven o’clock and proceeded southesly
down the line paffing several pofts all numbered and within a
few acres of each other. Near our camp we pafled along the
shore of a narrow and shallow lake, and croffed its eaftern end
over a beaver dain: we paffed a fucceflion of rongh rocky hills
or rifes of land ; then over wet ground, mixed timber, until we
reached a large and new poft marked on one fide N. G. and on
the other fide G. P. The land now became more level, and the
soil and timber of far finer quality than we had met for the laft
two or three days. We next went over a rocky, but hilly coun-
try ; in some parts deftroyed by fire, and covered with a young
growth of poplar, until we arrived at a poft marked four and five.
Here we found a level country and fine fugary. We alfo fell in
with a shanty road, which gave ushopes we were near a settle-
ment. 'We had past numerous pofts and blazes, going off right-
left, and some almoft parallel with us,and were frequently obliged
to use the Compass to ascertain which was the one we had ftart-
ed upon. After dinner we continued to follow the fhanty road
which gradually improved ; and at length opened into a good
cart road. ‘We croffed a clearance—no inhabitants ; and proceed-
ed forwards a few acres, when we opened at once into a finely
cleared and thickly settled country. ‘We proceeded to the edge
of awood and encamped for the night. Upon making enquiry,
we found that we were in the Parish of Saint Antoine, in Mr,
Gugy’s Seigniory,and that we had defcended from the point
where we firft firuck the line, about four miles, We made ar-
rangements for the conveyance of our wounded man, to Three
“Rivers ; and engaged a man to show us the nearest route through
‘the woods to Kempton’s mills, from which, he said we were not
‘more than two leagues diftant. ' Heavy rain all the eve.ningi‘I

. ov,
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November 14th.

The rain which had defcended in torrents throughout the
night, ftill fell heavily this marning. We heard two pebls of
thunder last night, and one thismorning. The air was extreme~
Iy clofe:  Our guide Alexis Balland being ready, we ftarted from
our camp. The first part of the journey lay over an extenfive
clearance and level country ; tlience through a wood when we
croflfed a imall, but rapid river, on which was seated a saw-mill:
. Wethen croffed several fields to a road which led through a

wood. This road was longy and in a moft terrible ftate, from
the quantity of rain that had lately fallen. At length after toil-
ing, literally above our knees in myd and water, we arrived at a
new fettlement called Waterloo.  After crofling one or two fields’
we came to a small creek or river. Here our guide informed us
that he could not proceed any farther with us, as there was no .
road, and he was unable to find his way through the bush. Un~ ~
der these circumftances we determined ro proceed to Becker’s
Mills, which was the neareft pointto us at the prefent moment,
and more in the line of country we were anxious to examine than
the neighbourhood of Kempton’s Mills, 'We were also in hopes
that we should hear of our supply of provifions somewhere in the
neighbourhood of Becker’s, We had ascertained that an extens
five swamp existed somewhere in this part of the country, called
by the Canadians ¢ La Savanne Diable,” the man who engaged
to put usin the road to Becker’s Mills, affured us that it lay be-
tween where we now-were, and Kempton’s Mills ; and that it
was a very bad fwamp. From the flat appearance of the country
we had little doubt that the account was correct. The rain flill
continyed, but we had secured the little flour that was left in
one of the 0il cloths. We ftarted with our new guide across the
settlement ; and through a fwampy wood of about forty acres
length, the water above our knees, The wind changed to the
north eaft and the rain fell fafter. If we stopped to rest but a
few minutes, we were completly benumbed with the cold.” Leav-
ing the bush we entered a clearance which we cmofled in nearly
a north direction and came to a narrow road. 'We defcended a
fteep bank of clay, into adeep ravine, and croffed over ahighand
steep ridge ; at its foot was a ftream now swallow into a small
river, which we croffed on a fallen tree, and a few minutes after
had the satisfaction of being told that we were in the road to
Becker’s Mills, We proceeded to a farm-house and took up our

quarters
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quarters there for-the night. The whole of the country we had .

‘traversed this day was flat, and in places fwampy, the foil being
a fHiff :light colored clay, the rain which had fallen in such con-
fiderable quantities, remained on the surface, and gave the ap-
pearanceof swamp ; which probably would not have been so
" much the case, were the land cleared of the thick growth of black
timber which now prevents the sun and drying winds, froia reach~
ing them. Upon making enquiry of a neighbouring firmer for
our steres which had been sent round id a cart; we ascertained
that they had paffed two days before, and our informant said it
was impoffible they could be far diftant as the only road to Kemp-
ton’s was almost imapaffible. This man undertook to go in fearch
of them, on the promise of a job in conveying them to Becker’s
Mills on the River du Loup, which we readily agreed to. It was
rather 2 fingular circumftance that althongh we were within 4
short diftance of Hunterftown, we could not -find an individual
who had ever heard the name before. The rain continued all
night. Several of our people were sick, and worn out.

N

-, November 15th, ..

A wet gloomy morning. About half paft fix o’clock, the man
we had sent to enquire for our provifions, came in with them,
They had been depofited at a house fituated not far diftant, at 2
place called ¢ Beau Vallant.” It appeared that Mr." Munroe

could not proceed the remaining chort diftance with a cart, there-.

fore had taken measures for having them conveyed to Kempton’s,

either on a truck or.on men’s backs ; but as it afterwards fortunate-,

1y turned out, the weather prevented this being removed and our
man succeeded in bringing them to us safe. We left our refting
place at eight o’clock on the way to Becker’s Mill, which from
all accounts seemed to be situated in our direct line s we intend-
ed examining the country in front of Caxton. The road hada
general north direction for half a mile. We then strack across a
clearance eafterly, It was with great difficulty we conld cross the
fields from the wet state they were in ; after pafling over thisty
twoacres we branched off again to the northwards five acres,
when we entered a wide newly opetied road running in a north
eat direction about two miles, which brought us to the banks of
the River du Loup. The whole country over which we had this
day paffed was flat and the soil a strong . marly clay; the timber
was mixed, but the pine species prevailing.. The high lands x}o!

. ar
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far from ws towardsthe north weét had a brokén and tugged ap-
pearance, ‘we -crofféd it a smalf scow to the hotfe-of Mr Bedker
close to the-edge of the will’ dem, incwivich-fell i the deepest
part ovet a height of ten feet. “Fhe shotes: of this  part: 'of the
river ave broken into besutifully formed hille: of ‘Confiderable
héight, and consiftof a light coloured marley darthi's ifi the com-
pofition of this soil tlre clay predoiinates. ' In miny pafts of this
neighbourheod the marley soil #éfls on-abed of sind; this béfng
penetrated another bed of fand‘in'whitti trornblende s the principal
ingredient, isfound, and belowis discoverell’ the'primiitive rock,
getlerally siehite and fts varieties ; thése fuilfs aresituated’ 4bbut
seventeen a¢res from the line of Machiche, atid haif 4 league
from Mrt. Ross’s lands, which we have every reéason to Believe is
the sameé markedin Bouchette’s Map as Hunterstown. ' The il
is-close to the banks of the fiver and immediately above 3 gmill
rapid, which is the only ohe to impede the navigation between the
Mille and-the Lake Saint Pefer ; but above the Mills the tiver is
full of rapids and falls, as far as it has yet been traced by white
men. About leagiie above the mills, the wholériver (which we
were told narrows to forty feet across) rushes over aprecipice of
one hundred and fifty feet or one hundred and fizty fuet perpenthi-
cular, We regreted notbeing able to examinethefe falls, The River
du Loup.at t%lis place avérages about one hundred and eighty feet
in width, but in many plices narrows, and offers great facilities
for erecting a Bridge. The lumber tfade is tarried on with great
fuccessfin the neighbonrhood of this river. oo

Nmex):Ber‘ 168th.

' Rain 41} the night, but the moming remarkably fine, Starred

. for Caxton at eight o’clock; we pasyed down the side-of the River
* . a short distance and then ascended a-Road up a steep hill of clay-
Yey soit. 'We théen comtinned along a level road through a péf
fectly flat country.  Still' the-same - ¢layey sofl, ‘which; ﬂvﬁ'n%;é
the constant tain; rendered the Road almost. impastable. 'We
went thirougli an extensive wood, over a new’ riade’toad, and it
tered: a cledrafice at the north'end of Saint Joseplt itr Mackiclie;
‘We turned to'the northwards and‘continued-about half a léagte s
then throughi'a wood over'a light sandy 50if ‘frito: the Fowaship
of Cixton. Tn about three - guarters of’a niilé miore we' reacted -
the Hiduse . and mill of Mr. Giant, sitdatedd’ i rear of 16t fwo,
second range of Caxtons; mmd‘on a- small‘branch of the River

’ : G ‘ . Machiche

\

%
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Machiche: from all.we could observe of the soil inthis Town-

.. ship, it struck ws.being of a more sandy quality thap any we had
before seen on theroute 5 butk there were some good lofsz and the

. timber like. the soil was of awariable quality.;. Amongst all the
. s, varieties of timber.known in this Fownship, are fouml groves of
, red pine -and red.oak. . The ."Township is hilly and abounds in
numergys lakes, some of them of a large size, particularly one to
the north west of Grant's mills -about one Jeague and a haif,

. which, is represented as being almpst ‘as large as Lake St. Peter,
-but this we know to be an _exaggeration. Although a large por-
.. tign of thelands in this Township, are actually granted, there
., are.not more than four or five settlers in the Township. This
,attributed like all .the Military. ‘l'ownships, . to the lands being
11 granted to the Militia, who draw their tickets, and either imme-
diately self them to land speculators, or. iold them in hand until the

. land becomes, of more yalue : but never for 2 moment think .of
:settling, or.ever performing their location duties. We. remajned

. at Mr, Grant’s the rest of the day, as we meta person who kind-
, 1y offered to show us a route he had discovered a few days before
~]eading directly to a wood path which communicated < with, the
.xad leaditg to the-Forges, . e ,

ST L T
et . - November 1'7th, .

N A , g MR
., Started at mine o’clock, accompanied by our Guide; crossed the

. -bridge close to the mill, and immediately alter entersd, 2 wood

road having a general east north east direction. We crossed a
small swamp and came to.3 pgsg: marked first and second range,
Caxton. We followed the blaze in a south easterly direction ;
the country level.and. well timbered.  Wie passed down twa_or
three Ravines; and came to.the River Machiche aboyt twenty. five
Seet wide, | We felled a tree and crossed, and shortly after came
. tp.a swamp, which we left at Post eleven. From Post twelve to
Sfteen.isa fine tract of land govered with beech and.maple. . This
sidge which  js so well calculated for 2 Road extends 3s far west-
ward as Baint -Antcine in Mr. Gugy’s Seigniory, and,byall ac-
counts continyes on to the River, du Loup above. Becker’s mills,
and thence towards the Towaship.of sgm*é’on.‘, Wee.fallowed the
sidge ina northieast, course through a growth. of young timber.
The Country continued , perfectly level .until we reached, a de-
scent of about five bundred feet called the « Cote des 14 arpents,”
this brought us again to the River Machiche the Bridge which
’ had
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had formerly existed, was washed away, and we crossed the
River on a tree, below asmall rapid. On reaching the opposite
shore we found ourselves on an Island, from which we crossed
on another tree, to the main land. ' The soil since leaving Caxton
had become poor and sandy. There were but few large trees
standing, as all the hardwood had been cut down several years
before, for the use of the Forges. We again resumed our journey
by ascending gradually to the summit of a small hill. The Road
tay along'the "bed of 2 Brook'iwhere cut logs hatf forifierly den
placed. " T ‘'making .2 Road it would be easyf~ to' avoid thiy, “bf
passing a short distance to the northward, **Having ‘gainied’ tHé
summit'of this Hill, we continuned over a level traet uitil’ we
came 'to 3 small descent: of ‘loose ¥andy soil,’ cdlled 'the % Tbyj
crache.” Here we struck ypon the’ Road, leading to the Gfa
Rapids'on the River St' Madrice, 0 a'few shintites e passéd the
Road branching off to the Gabelle Rapids. We could heay!tHs
roar of the Falls distinetly. KnoWing we weré within nihe infles
of- the Forges, and willing to take 'advantage ‘of the fineness"8f
the evening, wé.determined to'pyjsh on for thé Forjbs. Wt €ony?
tinued through a thick wood of spruce and “bfjsap and "érp¥ied
two small swamps. « We also ‘passed a"Road' -brarching off ‘62
wards the west in the direction of Machiche. We reached the
Forges at seven o’clock,ind were fortunité iir finding Mg Fiimed
Bell who had arrived only'a few houps betore frbhi ‘Thi'ed Ribery
We weré most hospitably entertaindd by thid gén%lé&idnn‘énd"aﬁ‘i%\
friend Mr. Macauley. ~ . ’j" ’ ‘k B
Lo - November 48¢h. .U

‘By muaking a forted march yesterday, we escaped] heing expated
ro one of the tost stormy nights' that had oceurred fdr ‘maliy
weeks past. We took Jeave of our kind friend§ at the Forges,
and reached Thiree Rivers about two o'clock in thie ifternoop,
where we saw Mr, Burns, to whom we delivéred over, thd nien
to be dischargéd, The following morning we embirked on
board the Steam Boat for. Montreal, where we arrived on Mon-
day morning the twentieth, o ‘

Having reported ourselves to the Commissioners, we embarked
the same evening, and reached Quebec on the twenty second of
November,

F. L. INGALL.. l
JOHN ADAMS, Surveyor &c

REMARKS
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‘ REMARKS
oM. THE
FOREGOING JOURNAL.

'Be Ma, INGALL.

.1t will he seen by a perusal of the preceding pages that the Ex-
lorers confined their rasearches principally to ascertaining whetheg
5;51 Country they were traversing was of a natare to admit of im-
z;;ljpge Settlement, and of having a Road carried through it
om the River Ottaw, to the old Road. of the Forges on the
River St Maurice, I shall therefore commence my remarks, by
speakin Kxi.ﬂ‘: first instance upon the possibility of opening the
0a ;
wﬂﬁ;:am of the Route between Grenville and the River As-
somption offers 89 obstacle but might be easily surmounted by,
oceasipnally ‘werging to the north or south of the line pursued.
rom the l&iq’er Assomption to Lake Maskinongé the Country is
equally eligible for the formation of 2 Road, aad if a line com-

mmging;at(igxhizd Range of the Township of Brandon, and
leaving it at the first Range, isfollowed, instead of that ranning
between thei'qunhmdﬁftb,,zmu:hmomlevel tract of land
will be met with, ’

From the Lake Maskinongé to the old Road of the Forges, the
line followed was in many places so rugged, and in others so
§Wampys as to render it problematical whether a Road could be
carried through, qg:iler an expense ako%::her. inadequate to the
advantages to be obmined. Byt it will be observed by referring
ta the Chart, that a level bieech ridge extepds from the RiverSt.
Magrice to_the River du Loup near Becker’s Mills, This ridge
i3 particularly well adapted for a Road ; and thexe is little doubt.
that the same description of Country extends in a straight-line ag
far as the Township of Brandon,

By pursuing this Route instead of the one followed, not only
will the facilitiesfor” opening 2 Road be found equal to any other
portion of the District, but the distance somewhat shortemed by
avoiding the acuté angle which would be formed by going so far
north as Lake Maskinongé. Some part of this tract is already
inhabited, and the remainger fit for immediate settlement. T

- - e
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The large Rivers, none of which exceed 110 feet in width, dre
few, consisting of the North River, Lac Ourreau, Assomption,
Maskinongé, and du Loup. The smaller Rivers although nu-
s}:}xe:rsms, are not deep, and afford great facilities for the erection of

. bridges. ° .

TEe Hills are in general easily avoided, and where that is not
altogether feasible, they will, upon a little examination, be found
te afford a pradual ascent. The swamnps are of a nature to be
mecensfully drained, and not often, very extensive, ~

The Country traversed by the expedition was, generally speak-

ing, of a good description, well wateréd and bearing fine timber.
In some places the Settlers had penetrated as far back as our Line;
and there is no doubt that were the Country open to easy access
by a great Road, a numeérous population would in a few years
hence, be found cultivating what is now a gloomy wilderness.
. This District possesses one great advantage of the utmest con-
sequence to the early settler ; all its Lakes and Rivers abound in
fish to that degree, as to be capable of affording the winter mp-
ply of food to jarge bodies of people.

‘The Climate is healthy, and by the accounts of the few residents,
not so severe in winter as at Montreal. This probably is owing
to ite not being exposed to. the piercing north and north-east
winds which sweep up the Valley of the St. Lawrence, with
great violence in the Spring and Fall of the year.

The features of the Conntry may be called hillys the tops of
the hills now and then exhibiting the bare and rugged faces of a
sienetic Rock ; but the sides of these hills, and the adjoining
valleys (which are in general watered by a stream,) consists of a
light marle, in which sometimes the clay, and sometimes the
sand, is found to predoininate, but alwayd containing a sufficient
admixsare ‘of Carbonate of lime, the decomposition of the
Calcareous spar %0 abondant in the District.  This constitutes it
a'good base soil for the rich vegetable mould which is found in
most parts of the route forming the upper straga.

The Scenery is variable and full of beanty; from the genily
swelling eminence to the more lofty and rugged hill, or steep
precipice 3—the placid Lake, turbolent River, and eatensive
Valley. The Country abounds in naturally strong military posi-
tions almost inaccessable to the stranger, and generally command-
ing all the Country in their immediate vicinity

The advantages to be derived by this Province in opening a
great Road, between the Rivers Ottawa and St. Maurice, are

numerous
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numerous and of the utmost consequence. My limits are too
preacnbed to. dilate upon those advantages with the minuténess
the subject deserves, I shall therefore content myself withi.giv<i
ing a cursory glance at those which occur to me as among’ f:hev
most prominent. '

In the first place, one great-object would be sccomphshed lin
shortening the distance between Three Rivers and Grenville, the"
present computed distance being about 150 miles; wherens-the!
distance between Three Rivers and .Grenville by the proposedi
Route-being only 114 miles, a saving of 36 miles would' be ob-
. tained... This (particularly in the winter,) would be a great’ can-
sxderatlon, either to the Traveller or Merchant,

It also accurs to me, that should any unforeseen event‘zgdm’
plunge this Province in a war with the United States, it might<bet'
found necesdary to convey Military Stores to the Upper Provinee,:!

* by the Road in question, and which would be perfectly indepen-,
dant of the St. Lawrence anove Three Rivers ; and the Ottawa‘
below Grenville.

But perhaps one of the more unmedlate consequences of tb{é
highest importance to this Province, would be the speedy:settie-
ment of an extensive and valuable tract of fand, possessing 2 pecdw
liarly healthy climate, and capable of yielding support to a numes« »
rous population ; thus forming an internal means of defence 'to
the District, and indeed to the Province in gederal, by Haw
Militia Force so situated as to be able to-assemble at any poin of
defence either on .the St Lawrence or QOttawa, ‘without fear bf a's
premarure attack from an invading foe :—and with the advmrage
of having in their rear a cultivated Country abounding.with sup-
plies; and the features of that Country, to those acquainted with ity
oftering strong defensible positions at every league. oo

Should the communication across the Country between Three
Rivers and Grenville be carried into effect, it would be necessary
that lateral Roads should likewise be opened, communicating with .
the Towns and Villages on the St. Lawrence and Oitawa,

Doubtless many Roads might be found already existing between
the Settlements and the Route laid down, which could be render= '
ed passablé for any description of vehicle at a moderate expence,

How far to the north and north west the cultivable land extends,
it is difficult to state precisely, information differed so widely
upon the subject ; but from our observations in passing through -
the Country, we should be inclined to believe it did not generally
average more than 15 miles north of the line we traversed, vary-

ing according to the dip of the Mourtain Ravge.
Undoubtedly
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Undoubtedly the soil does become so extremely poor as the
- height of land is approached, as to preciude the possibility of im-
, mediate settlement ; nevertheless the probable line where the
t caltivable Jand terminates is not known, and the only means of
ascertaining this important point would be to examine minutely
the Country existing between the two Routes explored by the.
party, and bounded east and west by the St. Maurice and Aux
Lievres,
Probably a]] the information desired could be ascertained were
-an exploring Expedition fitted out to ascend the River Ottawa,
and thence by such Route as they could discover to reach the
River apx Lievres ; making frequent lateral excursions north and
south,’ ag would tend to attain the objects of the Expedition.,
"To accomplish this purpose it-would be necessary to devote,, if not
the whole, certainly the greater portion of the summer to the
expedition ; and if a provisional sum was placed at the disposal of
such Commissioners as were appointed to conduct the -business,
that they might not feel it necessary to restrict the expedition to
time, I am of opinfon, that the whole of the cultivable parts of"
what is termed the St. Maurice Country, west of that River,
would becomu sufficiently well known, to be available, if required
for immediate settlement. ;
Besides these advantages, it is probable that the sources of the
larger Rivers descharging through this District into the St. Law-
rence and Ottawa wonld be ascertained ;. and as it is reported by
the Indians that the large. Lakes giving rise to these Rivers, ap-
proximate each other, much useful information relative to a:water
communication between the two Rivers St. Maurice and Aux ,
Lievresat a point nearer the cultivable lands than the Route pur-
sued by the expedition in 1829, might be discovered. -

,» Withrespect to objects of Natural History, it must be evident to
the Commissioners, that the Explorers had not the means of con
veying any quantity into the Settlements. In Mineralogy a few
fine specimens of graphite sphene and saplite and calcareous spar,
were preserved and Jodged in the Quebec Scciety of Natural His-
tory,, The Rocks.met within situ (with the éxception of the
calcareous spar,) were chiefly varieties of sienite, resembling those
procured farther northward in the same District, the preceding

€4r;, |
3.' In Botany, the season was too far advanced to afford the oppor-
tunity of throwing much light on that interesting branch of science,

nor were the forest trees of a variety to require more notice being
taken
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taken of them, than has already been done in the Journal. In
Eatomology we were likewise prevented from preserving speci-,
mens worthy the attention of the Naturalist, as the only means of
conveyance was by land, and consequently any we had attempted
to convey to the Settlements would have been entirely destroyed.

F. L INGALL.
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The St. Maurice and Ottawa Esploring Expedition 1830, in
account with the Commissioners appointed for carrying on that
Service. .

ER

Postage of Letters at sundry times, £ 0.8
Ditto  of Dittofrom and to Philip Burns, 0 6
Paid for Governor’s Warrant for £225 stg. 25, 6d.
Paid the Branch of the Montreal Baok at .
Quebec for } per cent premium on the
above, for a Draft on Montreal, 125. 6d, —0 15 ©
_ For Expenses incurred in a Voyage to Three
Rivers to hire men &ec. 314 9
Paid John Adams, Esquire, per account, No. 1 91 0 6
Paid Mr. Ingall, per account, 2 21 5 6
Paid the same per receipt, 3 8 0 0
Paid Philip Buras, per account, 4 56 9 6
Paid Edward Fournier, per account, 5 88 14 0
Paid John Adams, Esquire, Surveyor, peracct. 6 45 8 3
Paid Thomas Cary & Co. per account, -7 otk 0
Paid S. H. Wilcocke, per acconnt, 8 5 0 0
Paid Jacques Viger, per account, 9 9 9 6
£40% 3 2

By this sum received from the Receiver General, 560 0 0

Balance remaining in hand to pay several out-
standing accounts, to be accounted for, %96 16 10

e juaren st PR

Quebec 28th February 1831,
“ T. POTHIER,

Commissioner.



