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A RESUME OF THE
OTTAWA SCHOOL QUESTION

BEING PAHT OK THE STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE
ENGLISH TRUSTEES, APRIL 29, l'J14.

The Enulinh Committee of the Separate Schcol Trustees of the City of

Ottawa. I'onsistini! of Trustees MacKell, Sims, Laninan, Urcnnan, O Neill, and

Finn (lechis it necesaarv, in view of the gravity of ttje present Ottawa Separate

School crisis, to malie the followini; statement to the Hoard of Trustees and to

the Separate School supporters of Ottawa.
, , . ,,

We hold that the whole history of the Separate Si hools m Ottawa, since

the Separate Schools Act was passed in 1S6:) till the pri'sent. Droves:

First. -That two clauses of schools have always existed h.Te -the t.nglnh

and the French, or BilinKual. .....
, , .1

Secondly.—That separation of some sort, so that the Knailsn would control

the English schools and the French the Bilingual schools, has always existed

more or less perfectly.
_ , ., .^ u 1

Thirdly.—Thatthe greater the separation the more succes.sfully the schools

can be run.

COMMITTEES ESTABLISHED.

In 1SS6 the Ottawa school system was raised out of the chaotic state into

whi'h it hail fallen, by having the principle of separation or autonomy, applied

not merely to control but also to finance, ihe Hoard having lieen resolved into

two practically independent committees.
, ,. .

The English schools having greater financial resources, the h rench. coveting

this, destroyed unfortunately in l'JO:l, the independent i-ommlttees. Later

they permitted them to lie restored as regards control, l>ut not as regards hnance

.

ELECTION PRINCIPLE.

The principle that there should be one English and one French trustee

from each ward has been recognized since 18(i:l, when the English controlled

four of the live wards. This principle implies that the English trustees should

be nominated and elected exclusively by English-spealling voters, and the

French trustees exclusively by Frencli speaking electors. 1 his principle was

openly accepted in 1906 bv the great leader of the trench-Canadians in school

as well as religious and ra !iil matters, the late Archlilshop Duham>'l. As far

as the French trustees are concerned this principle is olserved I here is not

a French Trustee on the lioard who was not nominated by frenchmen and

elected by a majority of the French votes of his ward.

DISREGARD AGREEMENT.

On the other hand th,-' French of this city, priests and people, relying on

the weight of their numliers have decided to disregard tins princip c as lar as

En-rliah trustees are concerned. In the elections of Ajiril 2oth. iai4. the two

defeated English candidates had at least nine-tenths of the English votes.

The French voters succeeded in electing two trustees not satisfactory to nine-

tenths of the English-speaking ratepayers of these wards.

A FATAL POLICY.

This has intensified racial feeling tenfold anil has driven a nunnber cf

English supporters to the public schools. A policy which drives English

Separate School supporters to the public schools is a fatal one. We now

reiterate our claim, a claim which we have proved with great wealth of argument

in our previous public statements to the press, that natural equity, busiiwss

efficiency and civic peace require that the English Separate Schools and the

Bilingual Separate Schools of this city should be under too mutually, function-

ally and iinanciaily independent board.s or committee-.

1



TIIK (iOVKKNMKNT'S STAND.

\Vc full to sff that the Oritiirio n<>\iTimH'nt hii.t iiliy ri-uson to n'lji'ct to

the ftirinatinti in tlttauii "f tticsi' nuitiiall> iinU't't-iKlctit mhnni hoard;* or

I'onimitlci's. \Vc ari' not askiiin tin- Ki.virinnint to iri'ali- a hvv. ^yu-m it(

Krhonla. Wv ili'mariil miTi'ly a luw tyiii- cj( siliool Inianl. It is iiiina.«onaiili>

ami impractiralili' to (oriililv unit,' uniliT ioirit niiioai!iniriit l\ui fully ilrvi'lopid

sits of si'hoolH, iliir.TiMt ill laliKUaKc of in^triirlion. ililt.rciil iii . iirriruliim,

(lilTcrcnt in tr hir--' qualiliiatioiis, ililliTilit in iiis|ii'itors, \\c liavi' no

ohjfition to 111. Fr.Miili liaviin; tlii'lr siliooN, hut «. do hoM that th,y should

pay lor thi'Hi. We ooj.'il to a larti' pari of our n-vcnui' Koinu to Ihiir support,

rapn-iully Muci' «!' Iia%'i. urcat lacd of it oiirsihi's.

OH.IKCT T(l SVSTKM.

Wo oliji'it to tho pri'-sont system, which pirniits tho Kri'lirh vol.rs of ihi.l

Hty. who I'avi' a si'l o[ srhools mori' dilliTi-liI from our Kn'.;lish Soparale Srhools

thun arc th.' I'uhlir Schools from thi' Si-parat. Schools,

to control our sihools. and to spend our money,

temp
solutii

the Kr.^.... , - - - o- - ... .
i

.
i

of thia city have rejected this perfectly fair proposition with scorn and insults.

"ze tnat it is alsi their only salvation.

) elect our trustees

Wc maintain that, while

niiorary makeshifts may lie found, the only satisfactorv and permanent

ution of the Ottawa Separate School ditticulty is comolete separation of

? Knislish Separate Schools and the Bilini!Ui.l Separate Schools. The French

... this city have rejected this perfect! '

' ''' — ^ ' '*"

Perhaps some day they may realize t

••FKKNZIEn FIN.WCK."

Meanwhile as long as we are forced to remain in fiart lership with the Bi-

lingual trustees, we are liound to see that our partners do not ruin us. Un-

fortunately our partners have atte npted and are attempting to ruin us,

by their insurrectionist plan of campaign and frenzied finance.

INVOLVEE WHOLE BO.\RD.

The Bilingual trustees by illegally defying a government regulation have

involved the whole board in rebellion and have lost the government grant for

1913 as a first consequence. It is impossible to maintain a government system

of schools in defiance of the government. The Separate Schools of Ontario form

an integral part of the government schools of Ontario. They were estalilished

not to teach French, but to teach English to Catholics.

Concessions as regards the teaching of French have since been made both

in the Public and Separate Schools, the regulations being identical tor each.

If the French desire greater concessions, there are constitutional means of

obtaining them. But we do not intend to let the French ruin our Separate

Schools, while they use militant tactics to obtain more French teaching.

APPEAL TO COURTS.

Meanwhile, since the government has not acted eflectively, we have been

forced to appeal to the courts. We are not going to allow the Bilingual pro-

moters of a frenzied finance to squander the money of our electors. So we,

the members of the English Committee of Trustees, in conjunction with the

two defeated English candidates of St. (leorge's and Dalhousie wards, have

applied for an injunction to prevent the issue of debentures and for a mandamus

to force the Bilingual trustees to obey the law.

In view of the lack of credit of the Ottawa Separate School Board owing

to its defiance of the government and loss of the government grant, in view-

of the stringency in the money market, enormous liabilities and high school

rate of the Separate Schools, in view ol all this, to issue debentures for $2(5,000

or $'15U.U00 would be simpiv frenzied finance; and as it is intended to use about

half of this money to build schools which will be conducted in deliance of the

government, it would be simply misappropriating public funds. We believe

that by means of the courts we shall be able to defend the interests of our

electors.

OtTAW.1. April 29th, 1914.



MEMORANDUM OF CorXSKL
IN THK MATTKIt OKTHK K(>M.\N CATIHlI/.C SKI'AllATK SCHodl.S

FOlt TIIK (ITV OV ilTTAWA.

STATK H.N'T OF CASK OK SI I'l'oiM'KKS OK KN'dMSH S( Hoo|>.

1. 'riit-n- an' unly tv.o cliis^cs of rrinmry sihnul* in Oir riu I'ulilic

and Stpurutf.

J. Kor tliL- purpo-H-H iif tliis im'niiir;in'iiim, St-piiratc Schnol .ly hf taki-n

to mciMi Itiimiin ('nth(»lir Sfjiuriitc ScIhidN, - tliiii i-^ lu ^•il^'. .s./i'fr-;'« Sfh- >t.-i

;l. Eii'jli.^ii is tlf t>!firiiil Lumjiinijf of the I*r»ivim-i' (if Oritarin. and tht-

rcconnitiuii of ativ (itiuT luriKuititc in "the Primary M-hoc»ls. t't tin- itn[)aiinifrii

of iiistriH'tiiiii in Knitlish and Ihr dt'triincnt of tlwHc .-tchoolM is an infrin^iMnfrit

upon th)' ('nriHtittitional rijjlits of KriKli^h-spcakink r^upportir-^.

-1. Rinnan Ciilhilic S'}Kirnli- Sftiuirh t-stahlishfd nl tin- I'liion wi-n-. in law,

Englisu Schuttt.'^. So rliixi* nf jjirfniix /'m ;i hitd iiiiij riyht itr iiririho' «''"i rtfiurt

to the n*r of avu Ininjniigr othf thiiit HngllKh itt tiii<f schitnlA.

5. The HritiMh North Amprican Act, 1h»i7, Sn-tion *M, provides as follows:

In and for each Province the LfKislatun' ni

in relation Vj education suhjec-t and iurordini; t(i

ly t'Xclusivt-ly makr lawn
the followinii provisions;

I. NothinK in any Huch law shall prejudiiiallv alTcct any riuht or

Srlvilege wUh nuprrt tit Ihnottiinntiiniii! Srh<fl.-^ wliicli any class of p<'rs4)[i.s

ave V.y law in the r'''*vini'e at the I'nion.

6. In the action oi ...acKcll vs. The Board nf Trustees of tlie Roman
Catholie Separate Schools for the City of Ottawa, it wils claimed hy the De-
fendant Hoard thiit Regulations of the Department of Kducation limitinn the

use of the French lanKuat;e in the Primary Schools were idtni virt'^. and that the

use of French both an a subject of study and as a medium r)f communication
between teacher and pupil, could not he restricted or curtailed in as much an

persons of that race were a class who at the I'nion enjoyed rights and priviletjea

with respect to Denominational Schools, and Si-ction !<:( of the British North
America Act was relied upon hy th*- Defendant Board.

7. The Honouraitle Mr. Just ce Lennox -iflorded the Defv-nduni Hoard
ample time and opportunity to establish the claim thus put forward on behalf

of those of the French race. The Department of Kducation placi'd its records

at the disposal of the Defendant Boarri. Kvery work of reference, historical

work, letter, advice and document containing any reference to the ijuestion in

issue was admitted in evidence l)y the learned Judge. On :his Branch of the

case His Lordship in delivering Judgment declared as follows:

"1 have not overlooked that it was shown, or attempted to be shown,
by verbal testimony and records of the Department, that, |)rior to Con-
fi'deration. in istthiied instances here and there, the use of the French
language was permitted lor no*^ actively opposed i to an extent not sane-

ti()ne<l l)y the law of the Provir-.e as it now is: but it is not pretenili-d that

this right or </""•-'' right or privilege or indulgenc*' was si'ciireti to any class

of persons by any law whatever of the then Province of I'pper Canada at

the Union."

S. The learned Counsel who repi^sented the Atittrne,.' (leneral ft-r the

Province thus referred to the evidence adduted in support of the claim put

forth by the Defendant:

"Kvery one of the cases referred to in F]xhil)it 64. relates to a Purdie

School, .'very uiiL' of thtrin. I do Hut kuo^^ liiui tliere i.s a .s:)litary case

adduced in the e:-rhibits in which a Separate School is expressly mentioned



Mcipi ihut otii' of 1»"1, til which I rplirrwl, and Ihnn thi- rli-ntyman thi>ro

wan nut HiK'ukinK ot u Stpuruti' Schiml l|i u li-ltul wnii,' * • ' \l>

«|iinii)ri iH • • ' that every ruw iti t-firiniwion to u-" thf KKr.Nt H
iunituuKi' thut hiw Irt-t'tl lirtMiuit-tl in evidi'mt' rf'iutw ii> i I'ubllr Srhmji."

tl. Thf claim a<lvanc«'*l l»y the I >''fi'niiant Hoard in the ai ti»n referred tti,

la the claim of thow of the Krench ri.. • in the City (i( Ottawa. A majority ot

the HUplKirtfr" of Separate SchuoU In the City of Ottawa i« cif that rail' and
electa the majority nf the memlM'm of the S'liarate Schiail Hoard tor the City.

10. Durinu the yearn of l!)ia and IIM.) KeKulaliota inchidinK ln.ilructiiin»

Noa. IT ot l!trj and .!H-'t. and Nn. IN of ]'.iVl wen- made anil imhliahed hy the

Di-parlment of Kducatiim.
11. The alliluileiiflhe Hoard ill Truxtii'S of the Ottawa Separate Schmila.

icoiiinil!eii uM it was and now ia. liy memla-ra elected liy the Krench raci" with

rraja'ct III iheae Keuulationa i« tiai well known to reiiuin' any extended re-

lercnce. Sullice it to aay that the Hoard reluai'd to comply with or enforce

the Keiiulationa and refuaeil to |»Tmit of the ina|H'ction of the ao-called Knuliah-

French achiaila liy duly a|i|iolnted lna|iectora. The Honourable the Minister

ot Kducatiim lor the Vrovini-e thereu|Kin •leprived the Hi;aril of the annual

Itrant in aid of education for the year IIIM. notwilhatandinK thut almost iini-

half III the achoola are exclusively Kni(lish achcHila. maintained UTi to a pro|ier

atandard ot elhciency and conducted in strict com|iliance with Oepartmental

Renulaliiins. Althounh no intitnation has liii-n ri ivcd froni the Department

aa reifards the (ioveriiment Krant tor Mill, it is rin'lialile the Hoard will also

lie deiirivid of the Krant fur the latter year.

rj. In the month of April. Ilill. the Hoard of Trade™ whilst refusin,!

to •onducl the KnKlish-Krench achiiiils accorilinu to law, and whilst maintaininit

its altitude of dclianis- iil the Department of Kducatiim attemjited to intriiducB

and pass a l!y-law authiirizinK the issue of dehenturea to the amount of $J75,IIII0.

Thi' reprcsi-nlativea of the Knt'lish speakiiut rutejiayprs on the Hoard, in con-

junction with other rateiiayers. thereupon instituted iirncwdinus in the Supreme

Court of (Inlario anil claimeil. with other relief; il j an Injunction restraininB

the Hoard (mm further mortKaKinn or jilcilKinK the resources of Separate School

ratepayers whilst continuinK tii conduct the Kniilish-French schools contrary

to law, and ,'i a Manilaliiry Injunction reiiuirinn the Defendant Hoard to

conduct the schools accnrdinK to law and lieuulations ot the Department of

Education.

THK nil.l.llWlMi IS A Clirv IIF THK .It IM^MKNT OF His LoRIISHII', Mil. .llSTICE

LeNNIIX 1\ that ACTIIIN UKLIVKKKll ON THK 2«H OK NoVKMIlKK, 1!)14.

There are only two daa-spa ot iirimary schools in Ontario Hublic and

Separate School", "rublic School or "Separate School," simply imjiorts

an Knulish School. For convenience the Department ot Education

annually desiunates certain schools attended liy (•rench-apeakinn pupils aa

Knulish-French am.' these mav lie either Public or Separate Schools. The
Detendants have under iheir charge I'Ji Kumar Catholic Separate Schools,

of which I Hi are Enuliah-French.

The main issue to be determined in this action is the validity or in-

validity of certain provisions of the School laws of Ontarin. and particularly

of Instructions or RcKulationa No, 17 ot the Department ot Education,

issued in lune, lUlL', and August, 1111:). I will deal with this issue first.

Under our Constitution, the power to make Educational laws, and

the control of Education is for the most pirt committed to the Provinces.

It is nut an unlettered power or unlimited control. There is power vested

in the Governor General in Council and the Dominion Parliament by

which they may, if they will, prevent the effective exercise of the juris-

diction conferred upon the Provincial Legislatures. Sub-Sections ;! and 4

ot section 9.1 ot the British North America Act, 1»6". Hut notwith-

standing the strenuous argument of counsel for the defence these sub-

sections in no way affect the issues in this case, for the manifest reason

that the jurisdiction of the Dominion is supervisory or rcmec d only,

and the powers conferred have not been exercised or even invoked; and

r
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until inviiked ami arttnl u|H>n thpy in no wuy impair ttr fn< roiirh itrMm

Pntvinciid )urlMlirtiim. Nfiiln-r on the orhtr h;in-l \* the .thjiiti-tn ttnU

noiici- liji-* ncit Ufu jtivi-ii to (tie Ministir nf .luxrir., vm II f.itMn 'Ditrt'

in no Act or mtion of ih»* l>otninion (tov»<rntiii>!it or r;irli;»rinrn .iitarki'l;

no ijur^lion iiri:<i'^ ;u* to ronilirtiiiit jurinflii-tiiKi, |( r hi- 1 Jut.inn |^ I'l-latiin-

hutl not |><iwi-r to I'mtrt ihi' liiu'* i-nmiiluini-d of. tin- Hnrnihinti l'iirli;irM<-tit

Uoiilrl lit- finuilly |iii\mtU'!*' hi. to »-i;i<I.

'I'lif iim-stiiiti til lie (Ifti-rniirii'd .itnl ihc im . 'lU'tiiori in In my niml
II viTv 'itnpU' ntif. M;i\'' till' ('iiii-ttitiitiiiii;tl rikrht.i i.mi pri\ili';j«"« u'litninttfil

liy suli-i«'rtinti I nf Siitn'i !<;i t.f tlit> Uriti-li Niirtfi AmiTii-n A.t. l^(;:.

licfti ri>titr:i\i'ni'il'.' If llw Kiiv*' not thi-n- i- an *-iui t<- the I><'fi-tiiliiiits'

tthiili- corili'rilion. xhfTi' i» no otiu'r posiil-lt- nrnurni-nt i>(.. n to tli-ni. if

(hey hiivf thi- Uvw is nllr.i ilif." iind niifct;iliir> : for no hit'it.ii ivf liody in

Clltiitilii li;n power to timkf iiny V.iv> wliiili "'iLit! [ir'iiirlici.illy ;tir*'-t ;iny

rifcjht iimi privilfyi- with ri-*pfit to l>.riMiniri;it;iiti.il Srlnml-' whitli ,itiy

chiHs of inTHotis liii li^ii. Iiv l.iiw in i\\f> rmviiiif jii tin- I'lii'-." Sul>-

MM-tion I of S.'.ti. '[, B.N. A,

Tlip oiit^f^uiilii.i; liirTtTi-ni-f irMwtTii (hit iiml tin

M'l-tiiins :t :ttiii I i^> niiinifeoi cvtMi on a '-a-^intl ri'ii'liiii: <

i>t 11 di.'tinrt urul no-.ii!\f limitation upon li'i;is|atiM'

to this, anil In \\m tim'tation only and mi lU'faul'

Vfh ' .luri-'lii'tion ili<> unfftttTfl dirfi-li'in and vi

wil' , the I'mvinn- in .nniniillrd to thi> Li>:;i-*lalion

This i-t tln> ronrlu-'ion I mtnr ti> upon .1 i-lnst- and llioiiudilful rtadini*

nf tin- n-U'vant pmvisinnH nf thi- Unti-li North ArniTir.t .\rt. and ^n far

us I can judk,'!'. din'^ not conllirt uuh anv tfnni; dimiril in \\ inniitfi; v.

Harrnt. I ^I'J \.C. 1 15; Hmphv ^
, A-ti.rni y-i i tuTal ulManit..i,a I^iiai

A.C. -JirJ: Mayh.T v. Town of rnrihmd or a'i> oilu r of tin- ras.s rtfiTrcd

to or nf uhicli I havi- knowled;;)'. dt-riticd iindir iht- Art.

Thi* cji'ft-ndant.'j UMt justitv under the limitations alioM- ijiioti'd. if

lit all. Have they e thisV

The Uoniaii ( ...iiolii- Separate Schnnlv of ()tta\va are und'>tili!edly

"Denoininatinnal Sehools" within the meaning of thi.s liniilalinn. I am
of opinifMi ton that the Kremh-' anadiaii supporters nf the Separate and
I'ulilii- Sehools of Ontario are a "Class nf IVrMins" within llie nieaniiii:

of that clause, and if th.ey are ii,,t en- luded l.y the Harreii rase and I

am sure that they are the dctVnihint .y I think fairly ark'tiethal denial

of the ii--e of the l-'reruh lanmiai,'e ii. ' wa>' in^iste.i np'>n \<y the de-

fendants preju.liriall>' all'eeis the Vr . i-Canadiaii supporters of these
schools. Hut this, at the ino.-t is all that has been shown and this is not

enouKh.

1 ha. e not nverloni;ed that it was shnwri or atteniptcti to he shown,
by verlii I lestiinnpy and records of the Departnient that prior to {'.»m-

federatioii in isolated instances here and there, the use m' the |->4'iich

lan;;uan<' ^^ ..s permitted or not ailively opposed to an extent not sanc-

tionetl by the law nf the I'rovince a.s it now is but it is not "retended that
this riv.'ht nr ij'n'fl rii;ht, or i)rivilene nr indultjenfe was secured to any
eliisH of persons by any law whatever nf the then I'rnvince of Cpper
Canada at the I'nion.

The result is that the defendants have wholly fa:!ed In s||,,\v that
Instruitinn or IteKulatinn IT nf June. liMli nr nf Aui^ust, l!il;! of the
Departnient of Kducation for Ontario, or the manner in which these
inslruclinns have been or are beinu administered by the Departnient, pre-

judicially affect any ri^,du or privilege with respect to DeiinminatinnLd
Schools which the Defendants as a class nf persons had by law in the

Provinco at the I'nion: and the result is; ton that it does not appear that
these instructions or the manner of their administratinn or the Statutes
upon which they are founded are ulir" r/rfs of the I'rovincial L*'k'islature.

It follows, as a consecpienee nf cnurse. that they mast be nbeyed. That
they have been tUiKrantly disrei^anled detiantly and ostentatiously repudi-

ated and set at nought by a majority of the Ottawa Separate Sehnnl Hoard
is not and could not be denied. It would serve no useful purpose to
particularize the evidence of this. It is for the Dei)artment, the law being
declared, to see that the law is obeyed.



Without, howpvpr. attempting or desiring to make an exhaustive list

of violations of the School Law it miiy conduce to clearness if I mention
a few instances in which I lind violations ostaiilished hy the evidence:

1. The use of French as a language of communication and instruction

beyond Form 1 and as a subject of study for more than an hour a day in

a class room without the consent of the Chief Inspector.

2. The employment of umiualified teachers.

3. Obstruction of the Inspectors in the discharge of their duties and
preventing inspection of the schools.

4. Wilful failure to keep the schools oi)en during the time prescribed

by law, and in fact dosing them and keeping them closed at and after the
commencement of the School year 1914-15.

5. Wilfully omitting to properly equip and carry on the schools by
the employment of qu.;lilied teachers and on the contrary dismissing from
the schools twenty or more satisfactory competent and qualified teachers.

Note.—Want of means cannot be invoked as a justification. The
Department specifically agrees to make an adequate supplementary grant

to meet any difficulty in the case of English-French Schools. Paragraph
15 of Iniftruction 17, August, 1913. This was not applied for.

6. Defiant refusal to conduct the schools according to law or submit
to the RtgulatioiiS, and so forfeiting or suspending payment of their

share of the Government grant; and by publication of their resolutions

and declare' ions, fermenting discontent among the school supporters and
encouraging the insubordination of the pupils.

The other issues o be dealt with are, in a sense, subordinate to the

question just disposed of but not wholly so.

As to the passing of the money By-law and the disposal of debentures

under it, the der?ndants urge the need of money, but, have not shown any
disposition to avail themselves of the suggestions I made at the tri;il to

meet and overcome the suggested difficulties.

Leaving out of sight of course, minor derelictions, a Board should not
be permitted to mortgage the resource^- of the ratepayers or launch out
into heavy capital expenditures while refusing to conduct the schools

according to law. However much may be said, and a great deal can be
said in excuse for men who feel, as no doubt some of these defendants
conscientiously felt, that the use of their mother tongue was being un-
fairly denied them, tie weapons they used, the persistent engagement of

unqualified teachers, their attempt to discharge a large body of qualified

teachers, to the great prejudice of the schools, their denial of the right of

inspection, their unjustifiable treatment of Inspector Summerby—for

although they may not have directly initiated this flagrant act of insubordi-

nation, yet, that their openly declared hostility to the Regulations un-
doubtedly conduced to it, they they knew it was contemplated, that they
did nothing to prevent it, and that they condoned and concurred in it, is

the least that can be said—their unseemly, unnecessary and wholly un-
warranted action in what amounted to "A Declaration of War," by posting
their defiance of the Department in the class rooms to thousands of school

children, and finally the arbitrary closing of the schools, are entirely

different matters, and do not find ready justification or excuse. It is to

be hoped that before long the Board may recognize the wisdom of re-

suming the exercise of its functions according to law; but in the meantime,
or for so long as my judgment lemains unreversed, the injunction restrain-

ing the passing of the By-law in question must be continued.

The injunction will also be continued and made perpetual to prevent
the employment or payment of unqualified teachers or any departure from
the course or method of instruction prescribed by the Department of

Education and from, directly or indirectly, preventing the regular and
lawful inspection of the schools.

I have already by an interim judgment declared that the Chairman
of the Board has no power to discharge teachers jis he purported to do, and
that these teachers were not legally discharged. In this connection I

gave liberty to the parties to amer.ti the pleadings, and this has been done.

I was asked at the trail, and it was urged again upon the argument to go
further and declare that these teachers are entitled to be paid according



to the terms of their contracts respectively. This I cannot do. These
men are not parties to this action. Their contracts are not before me.
With their salaries I have no concern.

I re-attirm my former judgment, and declare that the resolutions,

under which the Chairman purported to act conferred upon him no right

to dismiss or engage teachers. This is a function of the Board, and cannot
be delegated. My former judgment, so far as it ccntinues applicable, will

be taken as repealed here.

In the pleading the Plaintiffs ask that the members of the Board who
occasioned this action be made personally responsible for costs and any
loss they have occasioned, with a reference to ascertain the amount, and
though this branch of the claim wa.s not referred to upon the argument I

should consider it, and I have given it a good deal of anxious thought.

There may be technical or legal objections, but altogether aside from thia

I am not disposed to make this somewhat unusual and drastic order.

Other issues have grown out of them but at the beginning the controversy

centered around two questions naturally regarded as transcendently im-

portant, language and religious faith; and in the attitude the majority
assumed they had the support of a great many —and it may be a majority —
of the ratepayers of the Separate Schools, Over zealous and injudicious

councillors, too, were not wanting to spur them on to make extravagant
demands. One gentleman whose position would argue wisdom and a
moderation, unfortunately not in evidence, modestly writes: "As Priest of

this Parish, I have charge of these families and their interests, both national

and religious. The wish of the parents, as is my wish, is that French be
taught in our schools to our children as heretofore. I protest against the

unjust and outrageous appointment of Protestant Inspectors. If need be,

it will be I myself who will cause the children to leave the school if the

Inspector inslsta on wishing to make a visit." The italics are mine, the

translation is as given and accepted at the trial.

The attachment of the French-Canadian people, including the French-
speaking Trustees, to their mother tongue is easily understood, and is not

to be ruthlessly condemned. That in all sincerity they should conceive

it to be an imperative duty to guard what they regard as rights, I can
well understand. The maintenance of our religious rights is admittedly
of paramount importance to us all. The tense feeling inevitably eti-

gendered by the discussion of a dual language and its evil consequences, is

unfortunately not a novel phase of our national development. I should
be careful not to accentuate this unhappy strife. If the judgment I have
just pronounced is right, the defendants had no just ground of complaint,

and I have so declared. The tactics resorted to were unfortunate and
illegal, and I have condemned them. They cannot be too severely con-

demned. But except in the matter of closing the schools and attempting
to discharge the teachers it has not been shown that these trustees did not
act honestly, conscientiously, and in good faith, and short of this I am
not prepared to penalize them by declaring a personal liability for costs

and damages. I will make no order under this prayer of the statement
of claim. The Plaintiffs may withdraw it or have their rights, if any,

reserved if they deem it necessary or desire to do so.

There will be judgment for the plaintiffs against the Defendant Board
with costs, declaring:

1. That the Instructions or Regulations in the Pleading mentioned
and the Acts and proceedings sanctioning them are intra vires of the

Provincial Legislature, apply to and bind the defendants, and have been
and are being disobeyed.

2. That the Defendants have not been and are not conducting the

schools under their charge according to law,

;j. That the Resolutions of the Defendant Board purporting to

delegate the chairman power to discharge, select and engage teachers

were ultra riTes, that the notices to teachers in pursuance thereof were
unwarranted and that the agreements with these teachers were not thereby
terminated.

4. That it is a statutory duty of the Defendant Board to see that

the schools under its charge are conducted according to the provisions of

the Separate Schools Act and the Instructions and Regulations of the



Department of Education to maintain order and discipline in these sciioola
and to permit and facilitate tlieir inspection and the Defendant Board
neglected and violated their statutory obligations in this regard.

And there will be judgment for:

5. An injunction in the terms, generally and to the purport and efTect,
of the Interim Injunction granted in this action by the Honourable the
Chief Justice of the Kings Bench on the 29th day of April, 1914, and in
addition restraining the Defendant Board from directly or indirectly
obstructing or retaining in its employment or paying the salary of any
teacher who shall so obstruct the Inspectors appointed by the Department
from visiting and inajjecting the schools in its charge, and ordering the
Board to provide for and facilitate the orderly and efficient inspection
of the schools from time to time according to law.

I will delay the endorsement of the Record for a week. There will
be a stay of 30 days from that date. In the meantime, before endorse-
ment, I may be spoken to by counsel as to any additional provision or
formal alteration proper to be made.

IS. Since the issue of the Writ in said action, (April 29th, 1914 ' the Board
of Trustees so controlled by the Representatives of the French race, with the
object of closing the English schools and thus coercing the English ratepayers,
refused and neglected to pay the salaries of teachers engaged in purely English
schools for the months of May and June, 1914, and on or about the ls"t of July,
1914, introduced and passed the following Resolution.

RE.SOLVED.—That in the event of the INJUNCTION proceedings
instituted by R. MacKell and others against this Hoard, and which aro
now pending, being maintained and Regulation N. 17 of the Departn.ent
of Education being upheld and its enforcement insisted on, the Chairman
of the Board, if in his discretion he should deem it proper and advisable
m the interest of this Board so to do, be and he is authorized to dispense,
as soon as he may deem advisable, with all or any of the lay teachers at
present employed by the Board upon proper notice being given to such
teachers, and that the Chairman be also authorized in the event of so
dispensing with such lay teachers, to retain the services of such other
teachers, as may be qualilied to teach in the schools under the control of
this Board in accordance with the requirements of the situation which
may result from the maintenance of such Injunction proceedings and the
upholding of such Regulation No. 17.

The Authority conferred herein on the Chairman shall be by him
exercised at his discretion at such time or times as he may deem necessarym the interests of this Board notwithstanding anything to the contrary in

' the Pules and Regulations.

14. On or about the 1st of July, 1914, the said Chairman paid the salaries
of the teachers in the English schools for the months of May and June and
thereupon notified all the duly qualilied lay teachers engaged in the English
schools some forty-five in all, that their services were no longer required.

15. The Defendant Board .subsequently neglected and refused to make
any provision for the opening of the schools in the month of September, 1914,
and neglected and refused to supply teachers, and refused to permit the duly
qualified teachers who had been in charge in the month of June, 1914, to re-
open the schools until compelled so to do by a Mandatory f)rder granted by
His Lordship Mr. Juctice Lennox on the 11th of September, 1914. The
following are the reasons of the learned Judge.

"The plaintiffs are a minority of the school board. It will be si'fH-
ciently accurate to say that this action is brought to compel the board,
r iiresented for the most part by Chairman Genest, to conduct the schools
according to the Departmental regulations, to engage and employ a
teaching staff composed exclusively of legally qualified persons, to prevent
the payment of school moneys to unqualiiied teachers, and the sale or
disposal of certain debentures.

The Court has so far recognized the Plaintiffs status, the importance of
the issues raised, and the plaintiffs prima fuck right to relief, by enjoining

I



the Defendants until the trial. T"p bulk of the evidence on both sides
was put in on the 25th of June lasr, when an adjournment was asked for
and obtained by the defendants to enable them to make further searches
in the records of the Education Department, and, though strenuously
opposed, the Injunction was continued. The adjournment wa.s decidedly
an indulgence to the defendants, as, so far as 1 am aware, no intimation
of the application was given until the evidence for the defence was well
advanced. The object of the action, the terms and aim of the Injunction,
and the conditions necessarily imi)lied upon an adjournment, should with-
out more have been a sufficient guarantee that the efficiency of the schools
would be preserved and the xiatiia mo honourably maintained pending
the delay; but, had I known then that Mr. Genest contem|)lated what
he has since consummated, namely, the turning out of the whole teaching
staff, there would have iteen no adjournment without such additional
guarantees as would have rendered the present disgraceful and disastrous
conditions impossible.

Every Separate School in Ottawa is closed, 7,000 or »,000 lioys and
girls are wi:hout the means of obtaining an education, and the vicious
and [lerhaps criminal habits which some of them will inevitably aciiuire in
a life of idleness will probably never be shaken off. The teachers were
discharged, if they were discharged at all. by Mr. GeTiest. This was
done i)ursuant to a rej*oIution of the Hoard, opposed by the idaititilfs,

purporting to delegate to him the entire question of the discharge and
engagenient of teachers. Mr. Genest is a keen, intelligent gentleman of
excellent address, and in giving evidence argued the case from his stand-
point with singular ability, but 1 failed to glean from his statements that
he has actually a single teacher immediately available of the i|ualilied
class, and he frankly disclosed that one chief object of his action was to
create a condition of things which would compel the Department to consent
to the employment of some twenty-three Christian Brothers who are
without professional qualilications.

I am asked to continue the injunction, and the injunction will be
continued until I have given judgment in the action, and it will be con-
tmued with the addition that, if the plaintiffs desire it, it will be so amended
as in words to apply to the servants, agents, employees, and representatives
of the Defendants, as well as to the Defendants ,and, on the other hand,
I reserve the riglit to the Defendants to apply for leave meaTitime to dispose
of some of the debentures should an actual emergency arise.

I am asked, too, to make an interim order directing that the schools
shall be opened forthwith and that the former teachers shall be restored
to the positions they occupied in the schools prior to and at the end of the
last half year. It is argued for the Defendants that for me to do this
would be to usurp the functions and duties of the trustees. That, of
course, I cannot do, however deplorable the conditions are now or how-
ever intolerable they are likely to become during the many months —
probably years—that must elapse before the issues in this action are
finally determined. There is no use in saying that it is easy; it is a difficult
question to deal with. It was argued at great length that the remedy
does not arise in the action and that the rules of procedure bar the way.
Rules of procedure are for the convenience of litigants and the Court, and
the advancement of justice and should not be invnke<l to perpetuate a
wrong. If the relief asked is incidental to the action, I can grant it if it

would be granted upon substantive motion. But the more important point
IS to draw the line correctly between the jurisdiction of the Court aTid the
exclusive functions of the trustees. If amendments of the pleadings are
necessary to meet the evidence and define the issues as they have developed
and there is no answer of .surprise the pleadings can be, and in this instance
they may be amended.

As to the dividing line then? In matters relating to the schools
under their control, the defendants are clothed with wide discretionary and
cjua.si-judicial powers. Assembled at a properly constituted meeting of
the Board, regularly conducted, dealing with matters within their juris-
diction and acting in the bona fiik- discharge of their duties and in harmony
with the laws of the Province, the regulations of the department and any
existing judgment or order of the Court affecting them, the conclusions



they reach, whether thought to be wise or unwise, cannot be interfered
wjth by a Court. 1 hey are the .Judges in such a case. The salaries they
will pay. the engagement and discharge of teachers, and the selection or
rejection of duly qualified teachers from time to time as these questions
arise, but not in advance, are all matters within their jurisdiction.

But to shut out judicial actions where error or misdoing exists and aremedy is invoked, there must be the act of the Board as a Board, and not
merely the act of its individual members. In all matters involving
discretion or judgment, the whole question must he presented to the Board,
should be weighed and considered by the Board, and must ue determinedupon by the Board.

What was done here wk.s the act of Chairman Genest alone. TheUoard had not the power to delegate their duties or functions to him.
They have not discharged the old teachers, and they have not entertained
or deliberated or de(ermined upon the selection or engagement of any
teacher or teachers to take their place; and, speaking of the majority—for
the plaintiffs are powerless— the Board, by their flagrant neglect to dis-
charire the niitipH tmnnsoH imnn tv.n»^ t... 1— i _„.. -_i.. .. . .,

i.

—
1l J

j^""<^w™— iiic »juuru, uy tneir iiagrant net.^-v ..-

charge the duties imposed upon them by law, have not only opened the
ave unintentionally invoked the action of the Ci

way but have unintentionally invoked the action of the dourt More
than this, not only was there no power to delegate, but the resolution
purporting to appoint Mr. Genest was vicious and unlawful per w for its
exercise was intended, upon the face of it, to contravene and override the
injunction order of the Court should it be issued. The o"iission of this
provision from a subsequent resolution does not change the character of
the act.

There is a palpable absence of good faith in the whole transaction-
It IS contrary to the spirit and intent of the injunction order; it is contrary
to what was necessarily implied upon the adjournment and it has created-
an intolerable state of things which I feel I have power to and ought toremedy. There will be an order directing the trustees to open the schools
not later than Wednesday next, and to maintain and keep them open and
properly equipped with properly qualified teachers and in all other ways
until argument and judgment in this action; to suffer, permit, and facilitate
the return of the ousted teacher> to their former positions as te^.-hers; and
restraining the Board from interfering with or molesting these teachers
in the discharge of their duties ps such during the time aforesaid The
order will include the servants, agents, and employees of the defendants
and may contain provisions for notices being sent out by the secretary
to the teachers concerned. If the parties cannot agree as to the terms of
the order to be issued I will settle them in the jury-room of the court-house
City Hall) in the City of Toronto on Monday next, the 14th instant, atlU a.m., and I will then consider any argument addressed to me as to
teachers said to have been engaged before the 5th day of this month. I

• shall also be prepared to hear argument as to whether the Board should
be restrained from giving notice terminating the engagements pending
the judgment, except upon leave of the Court.

16. The English schools under the jurisdiction of the Board havine beenopened pursuant to the order of His Lordship Mr. Justice Lennox, the Board
refused to provide proper accommodation for the pupils attending such schoolsand refused and still refuses to pay the salaries of the teachers, caretakers wages,
rent o[ class roonis and other expenses incident to the proper up-keeo andmaintenance of said schools.

f •• "

17. Despite the efforts of the Board to close and keep closed the Enelish
schools the latter have with the aid of the C -t and the loyal cooperation

?„tl f?
"'persecuted teachers been kept open, with tne exception of an

interval in the month of September, 1914. The accommodation afforded is,however, shamefully inadequate, and fuel has recently been declared contra-
band. It the Board IS permitted to continue its present attitude with respect
to English schools, the efficiency of these schools can no longer be manitained.

establ h
™ confederation Laws have been enacted and Regulations passed

(a) Model schools for the trainir- of teachers for English-French schools
(6) A standard of training for teachers essentially differing from the

standard required in schools exclusively English.
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(c; A system of inspection for English-French schools different from thatol exclusively English schools.
(d) Special text-books and a special curriculum of studies tor use in

r-nglish-f rench schools.

,„ rl^ii.I'l''
"""?' '° conduct a system so constituted in conjunction withan LnglLsh system of schools, under a common Board elei'ted under the Separate

fcl?„ 1 J
has resulted in the present conflict. Instead of English-French

«.»hl/'h'"H'''"'"f^
'," the Regulations a system of French schools has™ nwtabhshed: particularly i, this true as regards the City of Ottawa whereFrench schools are still being conducted in contempt of the Regulations and olthe Injunction and Mandatory Order above quoted

buuuoii.^ ana oi

>£ubfprt^e'Jd
'"Vc'I'My M'l that Ihe English chj.cler oflhce

.,l,J,^' !^"'ffy"i de«imus of supporting an exduMnly EnglM syMem of

t.ngluh-t rtnch schools as dejinrd in Ihe Hegulalions.

r^^J^.i}!}^"
^'9™"' "ie^ires that French or English-French schools should berecognized, provision apart from the Separate Schools Act should be made for

Dated this 12th day of January, A.D., 1915.

„ , , ^ iSgd.) John J. O'Meara,
Counsel for Commillce of Supporters of English Separate Schools.

THE ENGLISH TRUSTEES' LETTER,

THE Hon. W. H. Hearst,
°"*'''*' °'"'^- ^"^'"^'^ ^^'^' ""5-

Premier of Ontario.

The Ho.n. R. a. Pyne,
.Minister of Education.

.„ ^ ^'I'^^'T^'^t^
""" .™Portant question that the Legislation of Ontario hasto deal with this vear is that of the Bilingual Schools.

At the last election the Government adopted as its platform the puttinirnotor-e of Regulation 17. The people of Ontario will naturaUy expect hifuimimen of that pledge The agitation against Regulation 17 is now with!

.kIuV'"''' '''^l?.
•''^" ")' '^<^''^ 'hat Ontario, an English-speaking province

enu»If «?'"' V?"l"^"^u' P'r'r'-- "''"'' •="B"''h ^"d French w™ld haveequal footiig. That is the clearly defined and openly avowed policy of the

cnTbS'elS'","'^""".'?.- *i'-
""' "{her argument have colFap ed- Thecombined effort of French-Canadian ecclesiastics, high and low, to make theagitation against Regulation 17 a religiou.s one has been rejected as uncatholic

?„^(r?^
English-speaking Catholics of Ontario. The clnim that Regulation 17infringed French Constitutional rights has been disposed of by Judge L-inox'sdecision ,n the Ottawa School Case, The attempt to show that Regu nil

^^^"^,"'"1^' ^'"'
S^'V't'

'?''' has likewise failed. The natural right of t" nch

FnLfi I ifu"
"^"^''^h '11 an English province and the natural righ 'he

SfinVm ViliT^n'^'''';"'''
''"'',

J'"'*''''^"'-'"
bilingual districts to have an

f»tinn n= rI i".'!"''''",""
'''"'''* ""cessitate the framing of some such Regu-lation as Regulation 1 , , were that Regulation not in existence How-ever the French exploiting the universal horror caused by the Germanpersecution of Belgium, now cry out loudly that they are being wr-

the'"peoDe''of"'o^n,"?
^""^

"'""^l"' '"S'
'""^ are'^^'woundeT" t'iTattne people of Ontario are worse than Prussians, etc. We protest

X«Srt wLr'^^'T ''"""^"y. "gainst the people of Ontario which isrepeated week in and week put in almost every French paper in NorthAmerica and even at times in some across the Atlantic. .\n unprejudicedexamination of the case reveals the fact that the people who areTiing peS-
i'r^.S

'" ^S ?• I,'^"?*"
'^ ^"""^ '*'"'' '^ permissible, are the English-speaking

Sf Ont'r-
^^ T? ''"">"'^'

S""^
""" "-^ persecutors are the French Canadian!

^ir?„n S- T*'" Pf""^ '"• P'-es^tt, Russell and New Ontario, who are sufferingserious educational injustice are 19 times out of 20 English-speaking people,
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wliose riKhta are frequently utterly disregarded in spliools controlled by the
French, In the City o( Ottawa the one aim of the French trustees and their
backers, since the English trustees refused openly to join their illenal campaign
agamst the Ontario Government, has been to wreck the Knfflish schools.
Thus the Knglish teachinK staff was dismissed, the schools were locked in the
children's faces in September, the necessary annexes were discarded, the
teachers, when restored by order of .Iiidge I*nnox, were and are unpaid and
a bold attempt was made to make eve;.. Separate School in Ottawa bilingual.
A recent example of how the French are continuing this persecution is the fact
that the (Mretaker of one of English School Annexes of Ottawa had in January,
lillo to apply to the Ottawa City Relief Committee for help because the French
trustees refused to pay her her salary as caretaker. The enforcement of
Regulation 17 is required to put an end tn a persecution —of the English. .\ll
circumstances considered, it leaves ample room for instruction in French for
French children who want it. If in some points it needs to be modilied, then
let that be done.

We expect then that the Ontario Government will take effective measures
to provide efficient English education for every school child in Ontario. It was
with that m view that it was elected.

In one respect, however, not so much in rtegulation 17, but the manner in
which It is enforced, should be modilied. We refer to the apiiointli.ent of
I rotcstant inspectors of Separate Hilingual Schools. Th;re is no reference to
I rotestant insljectors in Regulation 17. nor are they required by any other
Regulation of the Department of Education. In fact their alipointment was
largely a matter of accident. We hold that instead of these Protestant Hi-
lingual co-inspectors the Bilingual Separate Schools should be insjH'cted by
the regular Separate School inspectors. The Engli.sh-speaking Catholics of
Ottawa have a right to speak on this (|uestion. They have shown openly anu
repeatedly that the so-called religious agitation against these Protestant
inspectors was merely a French agitation using the cloak of religion- that
these inspectors had a Constitutional right to enter Separate Schools: that the
reason why English-speaking Catholic inspectors were not ap])ointed was
becau.se the l-rench objected to them, and as a result tho.se who were eligible
for that appointment were not anxious to take it; that in no single instance did
these Protestant inspectors interfere with religion. On the other hand we
maintain, and this will be generally admitted, that the normal inspectors of
Separate Schools are Catholic Separate School inspectors, a' I that the appoint-
ment of thf Protestant Bilingual co-inspectors was justii )nly, because, for
the momei... no others were available. As a matter of fad their appointment
was bad politics. It gave the French an opportunity to start and wage an
agresslve anti-English agitation under the guise of religion. They have
succeeded in preventing the entrance of English inspectors into their schools
sincn the latter have been appointed. Indeed there are schools with a large
number of purely English children which have never yet had an English
inspector within thi r doors, much to the detriment of those children.

The complete Frenchitication of Ontario is the programme of people of
the type of those who con.stitute the French Canadian Educational Association
of Ontario. The oHicial organ of that Association—Lc llwif of Ottawa—in
itJ! issue of 2.') .June, 1914, publishes with approval the following statement of
one of its supporters: "I contemplate in the future a province of Ontario entirely
French-Canadian." (J'entrevois dans I'avenir une province d'Ontario cntiere-
ment canadienne-trangaise). We need not be surprised that an organ which
stamps as "usurpers of French soil" (5 Dec. 1914) the Catholic and Protestant
Glengarry Highlanders, who by their heroic loyalty during the RevolutionaryW ar saved Upper Canada to the Empire, and who shoulder to shoulder with
English, 'rish and Scots of Prescott and Ru.ssell and the rest of Ontario saved
Upp <' ,. anada. of which they were tho first real settlers, once more at the cc-it
of their life's blood in 1«12.—we need not be surprised if that organ and the
Association it represents should consider it their right to utilize the school
system of Ontario to drive these Scot, English and Irish "usurpers" from
Glengarry, Prescott and Russell.

Nor is this Frenchification of Ontario anything new. It has been carried
on with success for over fortj; years. As early as 1S74 county councils were
permitted to appoint French inspectors, if there were forty French schools in



the county. In IM79 the French obtainpti from the Minister of Fducation
authorization to use Quebec French school bookx in Ontario schools. Public
attention was drawn in 1HH5 by one of the (treat political parties to the scan-
dalous manner in which English was not taught in French schools, but the
only result of the agitation was the creation of the first Ontario BilinKuul
model school '1886). Another attempt was made in 1890 to secure the eflicient
teaching of English in these schools and the Department of Education made
several regulations. The schools however continued unchecked the Frenchi-
fication of Ontario, especially in Prescott and Kussell. A sample of the manner
in which the French schools taught Knglish during all these years is afforded
by the "Report of the Commission relating to the Ottawa Separate Schools
1S95," ot which the following are extracts: they refer to the boys' Schools:

"The Commissioners also found that the Regulatirms of the Education
Department which, since 1891, have required teachers ''lo ."onduct every
exercise and recitation from the text-books prescribed for Public Schools in
the English language,'* and which also require that "all communications
between the teacher and pupil in regard to matters of discipline and in the
management of the school shall he in English, except so far ils this is impractic-
able by reason of the pupil not understanding English" were not observed in
the French Schools.

All subjects prescribed for study are taught in the French language, and
French is almost entirely the language of these schools. The use of English
had been confined in a large majority of the cia.sses to the few minutes in the
day given to the teaching of English.

In some cases this was necessary on account of the inability of the teacher
to speak English, and in others the teachers knew so little English as to make
it undesirable that they should undertake to teach in this language. In such
cases as this a teacher who can .speak English pas.ses from room to room and
devotes from l.") minutes to half an hour daily to teaching the English language
in each room." (Page ;JOi,

"From a consideration of all the facts and from a careful examination of
the French Schools the Commissioi:ers can come to no other conclusion than
that there is no attempt worthy of the name made to teach English in the
boys' Schools.

The teaching is largely giving to the pupil v/ntten forms, whose sounds
when spoken by him convey no idea to his mind.

If the instructions of the Education Department with reference to the
teaching of English were followed, and a teacher capable of teaching English
employed for every class, the text-books for tran.slation could be laid a.side,
and the pupils would learn more English in six months than many of them
know now after having been at least four years at school." ipage ;Jli.

The conditions found by that commission may l>e consider as typical.
The Frenchification of Ontario was proceeding with a vengea, .* English

*rhe following extract from an editorial of the CuthoUc Record, of February
27, 1915, aptly describes this 'French Conquest.'

f 1.
",'^*''?5''?,8''«?' worid-struKKle niiw guiriK on many ("anddiairf dn n it realize that the existi'm-e

01 tho Hntish Lmpire is menacv<): so in this s^f-callfd bllinttual ([uestiun many c^asy-Hdinn Onlario
people, far removed from the bilinifual zone, hto mithitiK but local squabbler between French and
Irish ratholici. They forgel if they ever knew that the 'invasion and conMuent' of the astern
counties of Ontario was carried on successfully through the Public not the Separate Schools; that
the Commiasiona of 1889 and 1893 dealt exclu.xJvely with the Public Schooh of Preacoit and ituaselj;
that in Northern Ontario the EnKliah-French whools are chiefly PuMic Schools, ithe official list,
'Public and Separate schools ami teachera in (Jntario,* ^(ive^ forty-e-ght English-French Public
scnoolit in NipiiisinK and Algomaj; that though where there ii 'an abundance of instruments' to
carry out the National policy the trouble may become more acute in Separate Schools, it is nut
confined to them. The school is the weapon by which ProteaUnW as well as Catholics and Catholics
as well aa Prntestanta are driven out of the 'invaded' territory and effectively kep* out of the
'conquered districts. No one can convince Kngliah speaking parents whether I r iteatant or
Catholic who have had experience of such schools, (call them Krench, bilingual, or F j( ah-French
or what you will) that they afford decent facilities for the education in English of ,hei.' children.
Hence they move out and give place to French-Canadians. • * Protestants
and Catholics alike were and are still being driven out with the strictest impar' .lity on the part
of the 'peacetul invaders.' Those papers which profess to regard the bilin^ .al difficulty an a
Separate School affair are either wilfully <^i3hone.<<t or woefully incomp*-* i. to inform public
opinion on a question one of whose obvious consegucncea ia the practical shilling of the boundary
line between Ontario and Quebec.

To forestall misrepresentation it may be as well to add that we should welcome French-
Canadian immiKration into the Province of Ontario if theae immigrants instead of destroying the
schools, so far as their usefulness to English-speaking people is concerned, would use them to
acquire a working knowledge of the language of the province to which they come to better their
condition.
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Dupils forml to uttwirl thpsp srhools coulil not net un Kriiilwh wluculinn Dr
lliTil.iinl » Rijiort maili; no m-w (liacoviTiw. He »imply found what the
(.'ommiaiiiiniTs iippointrd licforn him hud found.

A iiTOMly for all this is riTluinly r.'i|uircd. The remedy adopti'd by the(.overnment was Hi'Kulatlon 17. Hut lhi. enforcement of the reJulu'iim has
Ijeen helil up by the uultation against the I'rotenlunt iasrieclon. The Kreneh
aijitiit -m could never have not their childri'n to leave school upon the api>rouch
"t lie inspector, were the hni;lish in»|>ector a Catholic, nor have they as a
matter of fai't done so where they are under the reuulur Separate School In-spector Hence we re(|uest that the Protestant Dilinnual co-inspectoTi be
Kiven charge of the H.llnKUal public schools, which are one third of the totalnumber of HihnKual schools, and that every Separate School in Ontario be
lnsp..cted by the renular Separate Si-hool Inspector. I( it be found advisable
that, for some Bilingual Separate Schools, the regular Separate Schjol In-
spector he assisted m his work by a HilinKual Inspector, the latter should be
a Latholic anil subordinate to the renular Separate School InB|iector.

The peojile of Ontario cannot trust the efTicieni-y of Knglish eduction to
the inspection of men who are the agents or iillies of the French Canadian
Education Association. Already Kreat harm has been dune by the fact that
thousands of children, both Knijiish and French, in the Separate Scliools have
for years never been inspected by the regular Separate School Inspector. This
evil should cease. We attach great importance to this inspection question.We are convinced that it the government accepts the proposals we have justmade the ostentatious defiance of the Government Inspector will be at once
rendered impossible, and the enforcement of an efficient English education
rendered feasible.

As regards Ottawa the members of the Ontario Cabinet already have
copies of the Petition prepared by our counsel last month. That able memoran-dum clearly shows that the English speaking Catholics of Ottawa have by the
British North America Act a constitutional right to . ..nduct English Separate
Schools unhampered by bilingualism or Bilingual schools; that the present
forced partnership of the English Sepa ate Schools of Ottawa with a class of
l-rencn or Bi-lingual schools is a violation of this constitutional right; and that
a crowning proof of the injustice of this ingrafting of another school system
upon the English Separate School system of Ottawa is the fact that when the
Ontario Governtnent by the withdrawal of the government grant fined theOttawa Bilingual sc.ools $2600 for an open defiance of the Regulations of the
Uepartment of Education, it at the same time fined the English Separate
Schools of Ottawa a similar amount though th.y had nothing to do with the
Bilingual regulation in question, nor with Bilingualism under any shape or
form. More than this the French Bilingual trustees in their attempt to
terrorize the English Separate School supporters into joining them in a de-
fiance of the Government have openly proclaimed the fact that if Regulation
17 be enforced, they will turn every Separate School in Ottawa into a Bi-
bngual school, (See Ottawa Cilizcn, May 5, 1914). The English Separate
Schools, teachers and children are hostages delivered by the government into
the hands of the Ottawa French insurrectionists. If the Government attempt
to make the French obey the law, the French will increase their persecution
01 the hostages. The only remedy for this constitutional injustice is a complete
separation of these Bilingual schools from the English Separate Schools. At
a meeting held Nov o, 191:) at St. Patrick's Lyceum, the five English-speaking
parish priests and the seven English Separate School Trustees who form thehnghsh Committee of the Separate School Board unanimously resolved
that separation of the Bilingual and Separate Schools proper under two

independent boards with independent finance was the only remedy for Ottawa
and that means should be taken to obtain the necessary legislation " This
resolution w_e hereby renew in our own name, and also, by their authority, in
the name of the Fnglish-speaking parish priests of Ottawa. We do not ask
It as a favor: we demand it as a constitutional right. It is also a natural right-
w-e have a natural right to provide English schools for our children, to have
the sole miinagcment under proper supervision of Church and State of these
schools, and to be called upon to pay for no others. It is a demand which we
cannot and will not abandon, as it is necessary if the Ottawa Separate School
proper are to maintain their efflciency.
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to the I ul^ll( Schools and thus injure the Separate School system, we answer
that were this to occur It would mean that the KnuHsh Separate Sch(«)ls
ol Ottawa which have heen con.lucted since 1H45 should now he han.led over
to the French and that the whol.. Separate School svstem in Caniida's capital
.hould heome entirely hrench. HoweviT in addition we answer that theproposed or supposed complete exodus of the KoRlish slM'akinit fatholi,, ofOttawa to the I'uhhc Schools will not occur. We olitained and perfected ourSeparate Schools in Ontario hy a full half century of hard poliiiJal agitationand we are not ttoinj! to throw away this inestimahle heritaite no matter how
harrasslng liecome the tactics of the French trustees. If, to make a very
unlikely supposition, the Hilinnual trustees of Ottawa are to he permitted todismiss or starve out one Knglish teachinR staff, nholish our annexes and render
inetlicient the education imparted in our schools, we answer that a sulhcientnumher of us shall stand by those .ichools and defend them till we shall haveplaced our case before the people of Ontario and won back our constitutional
riBhts no m tier at what cost. We trust that the Ontario Government realizes

effectiT' t°
question at Lssue and the urgent need of immediate and

We desire now as always, but especially now in this calamitous timewhen we are all called upon to stand shoulder to shoulder, iieace and unityBut peace must be based on justice, and unity on freedom. When the Govern-ment has enforced Regulation 17 throughout the province, our French fellow
citizens and friends will be themselves the first to admit that their fears wereground esa, and that iberally interpreted and generously applied it is just tothemselves, their children and to their neighbors. When the Ottawa Separate
Schools proper and the Ottawa Bilingual Schools have been put uniler twomutually functionally and financially independent School Boards, the present
forced and clumsy union which has produced half a century of quarrels, bicker-
ings and administrative inefficiency, which has kept up racial animosities and
suspicioris, hampered educational progress, and disturbed civic peace will cive
W'ay, under the aegis of liberty, to that mutual respect, business efTiciency
educational progress and civic and national peace so desired by us all.

We have the honor to subscribe ourselves.

Your obedient servants,

(SignedJ

R. Mackell,
J. F. Laniga.v,

Henrv F. Sims,

A. J, Brennan,
JA.MES Finn,

M. .J. O'Neill,

Members of Iht EnijlM Commiltee of the Hoard of Trustees
of the Separate SchooU of fiftairii.






