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<'•. Tiir. Valik or tiik Sti'dy of Canadian ITistcijv to
rn;: ^'orrii of Canada—An Kxtnict froman Eduoni >i:(tl

.NA/.-.'.f "f Uie. lion. T. D. McGec.

!\!lil<i!i-;in will incrcMsi! in Caniula as it?* Iiisloiy is rend.

No Pmviiu'e of any ancient or nHHlern power—not even Gaul
\. lien it was a Province of Iconic,

—

lias had nolder imperial

Ti.nucs interwoven with its local events. Under the rrench
kiiiiijs Canada was the theatre of u(!tion for a whole series of
men »)!' lirst-rate reputation.—men eminent for their energy,

!heir fortitude, their courane, an<l their accomplishments;
for all that (.'onstitutos and adorns civil and military reputa-

tions. Un([v.'r our Enj;lisli sovereiuiis—from the days of Wolfe
to those of the late lamented Karl of Eli»in (to s])eak only of
the (had), our j^reat names are interwoven with some of the
hest and hij^hest passai^es in the annals of the Empire. We
have not therefore a liistory simply provincial, interestin;jf only
t(» the Provincials themselves: but a history which forma an
inseparahle and cons))icuous part in the annals of the beat

ancs nf the two tirst Empires in the world, France and Eng-
land. I must congratulate the fortunate youthhood of these
Provinces on the above facts, and hope that they likewise in

tlieir turn, years hence when other dignitaries preside, may
I'!' en:i?»!e I to tell their successors how, even within their own
t'nn, a great step was taken towards the consoli(h»tio!) and
a Ivaneement of British America, in the good days when Lord
oMonck was Governor-General of Canada.
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PRE F ACE.

THIS i>ook contains the History of Canada, from

the date of the first arrival of Europeans in the

St. Lawrence, down to the (hite of the Confederation

of tlie British North American Provinces, in 1867.

Il has been prepared in order to supply an acknow-

ledged want—that of a practically useful school text-

book, containing, in moderate compass, the whole his-

tory, brought up to the present day, and one not un-

suitable for the common use of the youth of the mixed

communities composing the population of the Dominion.

To answer the ends in view, it has been deemed

necessary to present the subject in the form of a con-

tinuous narrative, divided into four parts, each inclu-

ding a distinct and important period of time.

In the preparation of the work, a judicious arrange-

ment of details, and the means of exciting and sustain-

ing interest, have been thought as necessary to be

secured as accuracy—the quality of accuracy, although

indispensable, by no means embracing all the require-

ments of a historical text-book.

It may be remarked, that most of the English writers

on Canadian history have either ignored, or greatly

underrated, the importance of its earlier portions, rela-

ting to the course of events before the cession of the

colony to England, in 1763. Without i)resuming to

allege that the history of the last 100 years is less im-

portant, or less necessary to be studied, than that of

tlic previous 229 years, it may be affirmed that such a
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mode of Ircating the subject, is, at least, defective, for

the following among other reasons, that it necessarily

excludes much that is deeply interesting, as well as re-

fjuisite to be knoAvn, in order to possess an intelligent

appicciation of the state of things existing in Canndji

UL this day.

In this book a considerable, though not undue, space,

is devoted to the early growth and jirogress of those

parts of the Dominion from whose experience tnd
career the present lot and prospec^ts of the whole have

been mainly derived. There are numerous foot-notes,

which, with the maps and the woodcuts disper^ed

through the book, will undoubtedly render the narra-

tive more interesting than it would otherwise be.

At the end are placed an extended table of chrono-

logy, of which the items all concern Caniida, more or

less directly, also an outline of the Constitution of the

Dominion, and a full set of Questions for Examination.

In short, it is intended that the young reader or

learner, by the time he reaches the end of this bo<>k,

shall realize the fact that Canada possei^ses a hist, ry

full of interest and instruction, of stirring incident-*

and realities—in these respects rivalling the histories of

older countries, while it differs from most of them in

not having its earliest chapters occupied with myths or

fabulous traditions.

An eloquent statesman and writer, who was well in-

formed upon the subject of which he spoke, com-

mended, to the youth of the Dominion, the study of

Canadian history, in the remarkable words printed after

our title page.

Quebec, April, 18T0.

\
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Discovery of America iiy Coi.imbus.—Amerigo Vespitci.—
CORTEREAL.

—

VeRRAZZANI.—FISHERIES OF NEVVFOrNDLAM).
—Jacques Cartier.—Canada Discovered.—The Natives

OF North America. (A. D. 1492-1534.)

Wp]
shall find it useful to introduce the History of

Canada hy a short statement of what was going

on in the world just before the existence of this

country came to be known.
A very great ovent had occurred in 1402—the discovery

of America by Christopher Columbus. Before that time,

iilthough some persons may have imagined lands exist-

ing in the Western Hemisphere, none had been bold

enough to strike out far into the ocean, westwards. In
fact, the attention of merchants and navigators had
been confined to shorter voyages, along the shores of

tiie Mediterranean, and to the eastern coasts and islands

of Africa.

It was the custom in those days—that is, in the lat-

ter half of the fifteenth century'—for the mariners of

Italy, England and France, to flock to Lisbon for em-
ployment in the service of the Portuguese. The people

of Portuoal were then famous for the skill and couraece

of their seamen, who had made voyages to distant parts

of the African coast, trading with the natives and car-

rying back to their own country, gold and other valu-

able things. The success of the Portuguese was made
known to the people of those other European nations.

Thus seamen belonging to Italy, England and France,

obtained better means than before of improving in the
skill and knowledge required in their occupation.

In the course of the last quarter of that century,

when improvements in navigation, and a more correct

knowledge of the earth's shape, had prepared the way,
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it became possible to persuade people that China and
the East Indies might be reached by sailing across the
Atlantic, on a westerly course.*

Columbus, wlio was a native of Genoa, and who had
served in tlie Portuguese ships on voyages to Africa,

Madeira, the Canary Islands, and the Azores, became
convinced that by sailing westwards he might amve at

the '* Indies.*' lie tried to procure aid to the under-
taking from his countrymen the Genoese. These hav-
ing* refused, he ;ipplied to tlie. courts of Portugal and
Spain, while at the same time he sent his brother
Bartholomew to ask the help of King Ileniy VII of

En 2^1and.

After meeting with many refusals and disai)point-

nients, the king and cpieen of Spain at lent^th furnished
the necessary means, and commissioned him, as their

admiral, and their governor over all the new regions
he might discover, to undertake the voyage. Columbus
then conducted a squadron of three small vessels and
130 men across the Atlantic, and, after a voyage of
seventy days, arrived at one of the Bahama Isles, named
by him San Salvador, on October 12th, 1402. He also

discovered and visited Cuba and Hispaniola, or Hayti.

Between 1492 and 1504 he made, in all, four voyages
from Europe. Besides discovering most of the islands

off Mexico, he explored tlie coast of the main land,

between Honduras and the gulf of Paria. But, although
he saw and examined some of -the coast, he does not
appear to have attempted to found any establishment
upon the continent of America, as he liad done in the
island of Hispaniola,

Amerigo Vespucci of Florence also made four voy-
ages between Eurojx* and America, and published narra-

tives and charts of his own discoveries. This navigator

claimed to be the first European who had reached the

* TTitherto the rich products of those Eastern countries had been
brouirht to Europe, overland, throuf^h Turtary, Persia, Asia-Minor
and Turkey. China was then called Cathay and the Eastern
countries, generally the "Indies."
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mainland. After the death of Columbus, which
occurred in 1506, the statements of Amerigo Vespucci
led people to confer the name America on the new
continent.

About the year 1498, a considemble part of the North
American coast was explored by John Cabot and his

50U Sebastian. These navigators, who came from Venice
ru settle in England, sailed in the service of King Henry
VII. They discovered Newfoundland and the island

of St. John, since named Prince Edward's Isle. Next,
< ruspard Cortereal, a Portuguese, was the discoverer of

Labrador and Greenland, about the year 1500.

Some time later the French took part in following

up th3se discoveries in the Western Hemisphere. John
Verrazzani, another Florentine, commissioned by the

King of France, explored tlie coast from Carolina to

Nova Scotia, in 1524. According to the fashion of the

day,* he claimed the coast and all the region lying

Ixjyond, as possessions of the French King. He gave
to them the name of New-France—a name which, as

we shall see in the course of this history, was afterwards

applied to most of the territory claimed to belong to

I'rance in the new world.

While the discoveries which have been mentioned,
were being made, the shallow parts of the ocean in the

iieisrhborhood of the coasts of Newfoundland and Novji

Scotia—commonly called the Banks of Newfoundland
—were frequented by the fishing vessels of the various

Kiu'opean nations. Every season the French, Dntcli,

English, and others, came thither to carry on the cud-

tisheries, which have att'orded, from that period to IIm-

present, such an abundant supply for the use of wvdw-

kind. It is thought that the hold mariners who wore
engaged in that occupation must have often visited,

or been driven by storms upon, the coasts of the neigl»-

"•• The mode of takins: jiossession of a newly discovered country
thr'ii consisted in ereotiniB; crosses, with inscriptions upon thena,
iiiiiidst religious ceremonies, the discharge of fire-arms, etc. The
1) itivos were forbidden by signs to meddle with these marks of
I^uropean sovereiffntv.
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boring continent. According to this belief, the coast

of Gaspe and other parts of the shore of the Gulf of

St. Lawrence, arc supposed to have been known to

Europeans very early in the sixteenth century.

Ten years after the time of V^errazzani, namely in

tlie year 1534, that part of Canada now called Gaspe, as

well as the island of Anticosti, the mouth of the great

river St. Ljiwrence, and the straits of Belle-isle between
i^ewfoundland and Labrador were visited by Jacques
Oartiej*. He was a native of the French sea-port town
St. Malo, and to him is ascribed the honour of the dis-

covery of Canada. The particulars of his three voyages

are given in the early chapters of this history.

Mention must now l)e made of the people whom the

Spaniards and French found inhabiting the islands and
mainland of North America.

Behoving that these were really parts of Cathay and
the East Indies, the first European visitors called the

natives Indians. The mistake was found out after-

wards, for Vasco-Nunez, in 1513, made his way across

a part of the American continent, and beheld the
Pacific Ocean lying beyond. But the name of Indians
continued in use.

For the present, it is enough to convey to the young
reader's mind an idea of the disposition and habits

common to the Indians generally. In this histoiy,

however, we shall have concern with only a few of the

tribes who formerly roamed through the territory lying

between the boundaries of the Atlantic on the East.

the Rocky Mountains on the West, Mexico on the

South, and the Laurentian Mountains on the North.
There were about eight distinct nations, so far as can

be judged by the different languages in use amongst
them. These nations were broken up into a great

many different tribes.

Owing to their general appearance, complexion,
and habits, and as they were all pagans, the Europeans
readilj believed them to be of the same origin fis the

Asiatics,
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The Indians with whom we shall have most to do in

thi>-; history, belonged to only three or four of the dis-

liin't nations which have been mentioned. They were
.spread through the valleys and forests, and along the

margins of the streams and lakes situated between the

Nortli Atlantic coast and the western shores of lake

Michigan, and towards the great river Mississippi.

Xot counting the inhabitants of the islands near the

(lulf of Mexico, and tl\ose of Mexico itself, the whole
native population of North America has been reckoned
at less than 200,000 souls when the new world was dis-

covered. Those of New-France, including Caiiada,

were, of course, less numerous.* The Europeans con-

sidered the members of the Indian tribes so like each

other that it came to be said of them " to sec one is to

see all." This was said in regard to their outward
appearance, weapons, clothing, complexion, high cheek
bones, narrow foreheads, bright eyes and long coarse

hair. Often the hair of their heads was cut off, except

a tuft allowed to remain on the crown. Their senses

of sight and hearing were very keen. They could

move about with gi'eat speed in the forest, and paddle

their bark canoes on the waters, with great skill and
rapidity.

Although there were cowards amongst them, they
were generally courageous. They shewed a wonderful
ability to endure fatigue, hunger and the various forms
of human suffering. They considered revenge a virtue,

and, towards their enemies, practised every species of

deceit and cunning.
Their weapons were, bows and arrows, tomahawks,

short clubs, knives, and, sometimes, spears and shields.

Their clothing, light or heavy a<Jcording to the climate

and the season of the year, consisted, chiefly, of the skins

of wild animals ; afterwards, when they traded with
the Europeans, other materials for clothing were added,
such as pieces of cloth, linen, flannel, blankets, &c.

* For present numbers of Indians helonginc: to the Dominion of
Canada, see note at the end of this introductory chapter.
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They commonly painted or dyed the skin of the body
and the visage, and smeared themselves over with grease.

Their leaders, or chiefs, wore particular ornaments,
feathers, bracelets and collars of wampum. In the

forest and remote wilds, the members of different tribes

could discern each other by marks which a European
would not notice—such as the arrangement of a feather,

or a streak of paint, or some slight gesture.

INDIAN LIFE

The tribes most advanced in the arts of life occu-

pied villages or hourgades, enclosed within palisades, or

lived in wigwams covered with bark. Those found

occupying the Island of Montreal, when Europeans
first visited the country, appear to have made some
progress in the simpler and most necessary arts of life.

This is shewn by the character of their bourgade at
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Hocliclaga (page 29), aiul by the .specimens of pottei-y

which have been discovered in the .soil.

They subsisted principals on food procured byhnnt-
ino- and tisliing, also on wild Ihiits and roots. Some
tribes practised a rude species of agriculture, raising

several sorts of l)eans, maize, and melons. The males

able to pursue war and tlie cha.se were styled warriors.

These esteemed all other occui)ations whicli implied

work, as being beneath them. All sorts of labour and
drudgery were left to be done by the women. The
men, when not engaged on tlie war-path, or in the

chase, spent their time in .sloth and idleness.

In disposition the savages were ferocious and quarrel-

some, and, as has been already intimated, extremely vin-

dictive. They were great gluttons, and, after they

became acquainted with the Europeans, great drunkards.

Those whom -they conquered ni battle, were usually

treated with cruelty. Prisoners, exceptino- on occasions,

when they were spared to fill up the i)lace3 of their

own slain relations, were commonly put to deatli.* It

was quite common to burn and otherwise torment
their captives. Sometimes they devoured the flesli of

their enemies. Even the won»en and children took
part in the processes by which the bodies of the hap-

less victims were maugled and tortured. But the suf-

ferers tliemselves, according to Iiulian notions of

courage and duty, used to defy their tormentors, by
.shewing themselves- indifferent to bodily pain.

They were credulous and superstitious, and believed
in omens, and in sorcery.

They had an imperfect sort of creed about a Supreme
Being, called *'' The Great ^Spirit." They believed also

in the existence of many inferior spirits, and in a future
state.

* The proces*s called scalping -was nlniost universal among the
Indians. The method of ])erf6rmi>ig it was, to make a cut round
the victim's skull and then tear olT the entire scalp, with the hair
attached. This was sometimes done before the sufferer was dead.
Indian warriors preserved th(^ scalps of their foes as trophies, wear-
ing them suspended at iheir belts, as proofs of valour.
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They liad no written language. In the use of their

sjwken language's they dealt largely in flourishes and fig-

ures of speech, and their chiefs wei"c often good orators.

The Indian tribes with which the early French set-

tlers had most concern ai'e mentioned in the first part of

the sixth chapter of this book.

The territories, or hunting grounds, chiefly occupied
by them, may be seen by inspecting the map.*

* The reader will be interested \\\ learuins>" some i)artleulars of the
modern Canadian Indians—that is, of those who now (1^07) live under
the government of the Dominion of Canada.
The total Indian population of the four Provinces ai)pears to be

over 25.000, not including thos ^ of Labrador, Hudson's Bay Com-
pany's Territories, &e. They are distributed as follows :

In Ontario, on the Grand River, Bay of Quintf, River Thames,
about 4000 Iroquois ; about 0000 Chippewas inclnding some Ottawas
and Pontewattonies, at Lakes Superior, Huron, St. Clair, and other

Karts; 700 Mississagas at Rice Lake, the Scugog, &c.; and 3,500
[anitoulin Island Indians, Ojibways and remnants of other tribes

—

amounting to upwards of 13,000.

In Quebec (Lower Canada), we have of Iroquois, about 2,700 at
Caughnawaga, St. Regis, and Lake of Two Mountains ; of Algonquins
and Nipissings, &c., 500: Abenaquis, of St. Francis and Becancour,

2.50
J Hurons of Lorette, 5^00; Micmacs, Montagnais, &c., 1100 ; in the

regions of the Lower St. Lawrence, about 3,C00 styled Naskapees,
with scattered members of various tribes. The total for the Province
of Quebec is, thus, not far from 9,000. In Nova Scotia, chiefly of
Micmacs, there are 3,000; and, at Indian Village, Northumberland,
Kent, and other parts of New Bninswick, a like number.
The Iroquois of Upper Canada (Ontario) had lands assigned them;

in 1785, when they migrated from the United States under their
great chief, Joseph Brandt, who had supported the Royal cause
during the war which followed the rebellion of the English colonies.

Of these lands, originally 1200 square miles, their descendants now
hold only an inconsiderable portion.
The Iroquois of Lower Canada (Quebec), are descendants of those

whom the French Missionaries formerly converted to Christianity,
and who passed from their native cantons, south of Lake Ontario, to
settl 'ments provided for them near the St. Lawrence.
The Iroquois, and many of the other tribes of Canadian Indians,.

now gain a livelihood, partly by means of Agriculture and by cann-
ing on various petty manufactures—basket making, ornaments, &c.
—partly by having recourse to their ancient pursuits of hunting and
fishing.

Through a Department of State (Indian Affairs) aid is difcirfbuted

amongst the tribes, for procuring seed, grain, implemr at^. ouilding
of school houses, teachers, medical services, pensions to the old.

Infirm and destitute, and for other objects.
In the schools for Indian children, of whom more boys than girls

attend, the total number of scholars, for Ontario and Quebec is

short of 2,000, with about fifty paid teachers. Very few schools for
Indians have yet been opened in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.



CHAPTER FIRST.

Cartter's First Voyage (A. D. 1534).

Hair, and other

1, It has been stated in the Introduction that the

honour of the discovery of Canada belougs to Jacques
[Cartier, wlio was a seaman of St. Male, in France.

He made three voyages from his native port to the St.

I

Liiwren CO, between the years 1534 and 1542. Some say

lie made a fourth voyage, but of this there are no ccr^

Ituiii accounts.

*^, Cartier set sail from St. Malo on Monday, April

|'20th, 1534. He had under his command about 120
[men in two vessels of about sixty tons each. On May
lOt h he reached Cape Bonavista, Newfoundland ; thence
he sailed in a northerly direction nntil he came to an
|op''ning—the Straits of Belleisle—which led into the

Gulf of St. Lawrence. Some time was spent in coasting

[along the soutli shore of Labrador. Cartier was struck

by the rocky and barren appearance of that re^on.
lie said of it *' there is no good soil—it is more likely

thtin not that this is the land which God assigned to

Cuiu."

1'he little scpiadron, after steering sonthwards along
the west shore of Newfoundland, passed thence to the

M.igdalen Islands. Prodigious numbers of birds were
foimd here, of which a great many were killed for ^ood.

C'tirtier said "we could have loaded thirty barges with
bii'ds in an hour." He was much pleased with one of

tli():<e islands, saying of it "it contains the finest land
we have seen. One arpent of it is better than all New-
foundland. It has beautiful trees, and prairies full of
wild corn and peas in flower, as fine as in France, also

abundance of currants, strawberries, roses, and sweet
herbs." The island so commended is supposed to have
been that marked on the map as " Bryon's Isle." Sail-
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on a south westerly course from llie Ma^^dalen

islands, Cartier reached the mainland at a point of the

<.*oast of Gaspe. On Wednesday, July 1st, an opening
into the hind was entered, and named '^la IJaie des Cha-
Ipffrs'" on account of the great heat of the weatlirr.

Always thinking of a passage through to the "Indies,*'

Ciirtier ordered his rneu to row in boats to the most
Avesterly part of the bay. Savages were seen engaged
in lishing and on one occasion their canoes surrounded
the boats. The French discharged their fire-arms, which
caused fear and wonder, and drove the natives away.

Aftcrwai'ds they were enticed to come near and presents

were disti'ibuted amongst them.
The French hinded at several places to look at the

fine trees, manv of them different from those of France.

They saw the ground covered with red and white ber-

ries," straw l)eiTies, raspberries, and other fruits, growing
on low bushes.

S, On Friday, July ^4th, a wooden cross was pre-

pared, thirty feet high. It was erected near the shore

with much ceremony. The natives were watching close

nt hand. To display the power of Euroj)eans, guns were
fired, and the friendly disposition of the French was
^hewn by making presents to the poor Indians.

Having thus performed acts, which, in those days,

were considered to bo taking possession of a new country,
Oartier left Bay Chaleurs. He carried off two of tlie

natives.

Sailing northwards and westwards, he reached the
island of Anticosti, and then passed on some distance

towards the mouth of the river St. Lawrence. He did
not go far in this direction, for he found the weather
and the currents unfavorable. As the season, also, was
iidvancing, he decided to return home.*
He reached St. Malo on September 5th.

Thus ended Carticr's first voyage to Canada.

* As it was only the begrinnin^ of August lie would perhaps have
remained longer nut for the opinion of a council of his officers and
pilots, who said that nothing more could be attempted that season.
They had plenty of provisions, including fish and birds.
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CHAPTER SECOND.

Cartier's Second Voyage.—Stadacgna.—Hochelaga.—Win-

ter Quarters at the River St. Charles. (A.D. 1535.)

4. Cai'tier made a report of his voyage to his king,

Francis 1. He shewed the two natives, whom he \vMi

l)i'ought home, as examples of the people inhabiting

those distant regions. 'JHie king and court were pleased

JACQUES CARTIEB LANDING AT THE ISLAND OP OULEANS

with what had been done, and readily aerreed to fur-

nish ships and men for a second voyage. It was thought
Ihat if a passage to the Indies could not be found
there, yet gold and precious stones might be procured.
Another object was, to impart to the heathen natives a
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knowledge of the Christian fiiith. Three vessels, named,
respectively: ^^ Grande Hertnine" ^^ Petile Hermine/*
and '^A'merlllon'^ were prepared for the purpose, and with
these under his command, Cartier set out on his second
voyage, on May 19th, 1G35. In addition to the officers

and men required for navigating the ships, there were
several who went out as volunteers. The two savages
were on board, now able to be of some service as inter-

pretei's.

5. A rough passage of nearly three months brought
the squadron to the mouth of the great river St. Law-
rence.* Guided, in part, by the information of his

two interpreters, Cartier entered and sailed boldly up
the stream. On September 1st the mouth of the Sa-

guenay was reached, on the Cth, Isle-aux-Coudres, and
the island of Orleans on the 7th. With the aid of the

interpreters communication was held with the natives^

who came off in bark canoes and surrounded the ships,

bringing fish, maize, and fruit. The principal chief

was named Donnacona. To him Cartier presented wine,

biscuits, and sundry trifles. The people received and
treated the French captain and his companions in the

most friendly manner. After examining the coast of Or-

leans and the north and south banks of the St. Lawrence,

Cartier found a place suitable for mooring his vessels.

It was at the mouth of a small river flowing into the St.

Lawrence. Cartier named it St. Croix, but it is now
known by the name of the St Charles. Here he placed

two of his ships in security, having already determined

to winter in the neighbourhood of the friendly savages.

6. Donnacona and his tribe occupied a settlement

on the slope towards the right bank of the St. Charles,

named Stadacona. It is thought that the site of the

Indian town was that upon which apart of the suburbs

of Quebec, called St. Rochs, now stands.

On September 19th Cartier, with upwards of fifty of

* The river and gulf dorivod their name from that ffiven originally

to a certain bay in which Carrier's ships found shelter on August
10th, the day of the fete St. Lawrence.
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his followers, set out to visit aii Iniliun settlement of

wliich he had been inlbrmed, named Hochelaga, situ-

Lited sixty leagues higher up the St. Lawrence. He

went in the Emerillon, taking, l)esides, two large ilat

bottomed boats. Arriving in Lake St. Peter tlie ship

was left behind Avhile about thirty of the pai'ty com-

pleted the passage to Hochelaga in the boats.

8. Here also, as at Stadacona, the natives proved

friendly. They dwelt in a bourgade strongly fenced

round bv means of a high palisade, stones, and trunks

of trees.^ Its site is supposed to have been that upon

which a part of the city of Montreal now stands.

«)KCTION OF PAUSADE AT HOCHELAGA.

Attended by his followers, and many natives, Cai*tier

ascended the neighbouring mountain, whence he sur-

veyed the suiTounding scenery. He gave to it the name,
Royal Mount. He also appears to have attempted in

vain to ascend the rapids situated higher up the river.

On the 5th of October, three davs after his arrival, he
took a friendly leave of the natives and set out to re-

turn to Stadacona, which he reached on the 11th.

9. It may be mentioned here, as a singular thing,

that although Cartier describes Hochelaga as a popu-
lous settlement, containing about fifty considerable hab-
itations, and surrounded by fields of maize, yet about
seventy years afterwards, when the place was again
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visited by Frcnclnncn, no town, or tlelds, or remains of

Indian dwollin<;?j were to be .seen.

10, Curtier iiaving brought back the Emeriilon and
the two barges, to the nioutli of the St. Charles, step.s

were taken in preparation lor tiie winter. He had not

much conlidence in Donnacona*s peoj)le, althougli it is

true they tried to seem friendly towards the French
and furnished some provisions. Therefore a sort of

entrenchment was made of the place where the ships

were moin-ed, and the ships* cannon so mounted as to

be I'eady for use. Unfortunately the French were not

provided with abundance of warm clothing; nor could

the supply of fresh provisions be kept up. In conse-

quence, they were but ill j^repared to face the severity

of a Canadian winter.

11, Long before the winter of 1535 was ended, Cartier's

people were reduced to a state of extreme distress by cold

and sickness. The absence of vegetables and fresh meat
brought on the disease, scurvy. Twenty-five died, and
the rest, including Cartier himself, became feeble, and
unable to Avait upon each other. The survivors had
lost the hope of ever seeing their own country again,

when a native made known a method of cure by means
of the bark and foliage of the Spruce tree.

13. At length that dreadful winter came to an end,

and the suffering French gradually recovered their

bodily strength. As soon as the ice" cleared away, the

"Grande Hermine" and the ** Petite Hermine" were
removed from the stations which they had occupied for

more than seven months.* The remaining people and
supplies were placed on board those two vessels and
preparations made for departure. Early in May every-

thing was ready.

!•*>, Before leaving, Cartier determined to go through
the ceremony of claiming possession of the country in

* Cartier's numbers being reduced by the twenty-five deaths which
had occurred, he did not require the "further use of the Emeriilon.
Some decayed remains of this old vessel were found about three
hundred years afterwards, embedded in the sand and mud near the
mouth of the river St. Charles.
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llio name of tlie king of France. He also laid a plan

i)r seizing and carrying off the Indian chief Donna-
[ona. During the wintir the Indians of Stadacona had
become leas friendly towards the French than they were

PLAN OP TUE INDIAN TOWN AT UOCHELAQA.

C—House of the chief. D—Hampurt.

[at first. While his people were sick and d}in^ of the
|!r:ciirvy,Cartierwas careful to conceal his condition. He
[was afraid lest the natives should take advantage of

Ihirf weakness ««id attack him in his quarters. The ^n-
[diaiis do not seem to have been openly hostile, but, a.s

^pring drew near, large numbers of them came together
[in Stadacona. Tbere were signs of an intended attack,

if tlie French sliou Id be found off their guard. Even the
two intei'preters appeared less faithful, and also iuclined

|to remain altogether with Donnacona.
On May 3rd, the French raised a wooden cross on the

[river-bank. It was thirty-five feet high and was marked
with tlie arms of France and the name of King Fian-
|cis I. The ceremony was accompanied with the discharge
lot* fire-arms and of the ships' cannon.
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Soon afterwards Donnacona attended by a large num-
ber of savages came to the river-bank, the ships being
near at hand. Cartier caused him, and several others,

together with the two interpreters, to be seized and taken
on board. The savages, making no resistance, tied from
the river side. Then they returned to the bank, and
called aloud for their chief to be restored. Cartier

Ijrought him on deck where they could see and hear
him. Donnacona was made to say to his people that

he was going to visit the French king, but that he
would soon come back. While some have blamed Car-

tier for thus carrying off the chief of the poor Indians,

who had shewn the French much kindness, others speak
of it more lightly, as a proceeding common in those

days.

After leaving Stadacona, nearly seven weeks Avere

spent by Cartier and his companions in making good
their passage down the river St. Lawrence, and across

the Gulf to Cape Race. In seventeen days more they

reached St. Malo, arriving there on July 6th, 1536.

14. This second voyage ofJacques Cartier to Canada
was the means of procuring a great deal of useful know-
ledge. It made known parts of America, far inland, but

which could be reached through a great river, navigable

by the largest ships of those days. It is believed that

when Cartiei' was at Mount-Royal, in October, 1535, he

was told of other parts, still further distant, where gi'cat

lakes were, and beyond which another great river (the

Mississippi) flowed towards the South. Of course he

felt sure that the fame of his discoveries and the sight

of his Indian captives would lead at once to the littinir

out of a third and still greater expedition.

But when he reached France, the king was at war

with Charles V, then emperor of Germany and Spain.

This, together with disputes about religion, filled men'8

minds. Cartier's discoveries in America were no longer

t'lought of. He and his future plans were wholly

neglected.
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Donnacona, and most of the Indians who had been

I
brought to France, died there, before anything could be

idi)ue towards restoring them to their native land.

CHAPTER THIRD.

Cartier's Third Voyage.—Roberval.—Character of

Cartier.

15. Four years passed away. Cartier had friends at

[court, who at lengtli found an opportunity of bringing

[his plans into notice. They tried to persuade the king

[to approve of the following up of his discoveries, and to

(cause colonists to be sent out to Canada.*

But others opposed, for the reasons that the climate

[was very severe and had been already fatal to many
iFrenchmen. These also said it was not worth while to

[care about a country full of forests, fitted only for sav-

ages, and which did not seem to contain gold and silver.

Dartier and his friends said that the land was good for

Settlement, and that gold and silver might be found,

flhey declared, too, that it would be a good design to

pake known the Christian religion to the savages.

16. In the end king Francis consented to the fitting

out of another expedition. Money was given to buy
ships and provisions. Cartier was appointed Captain-
ieneral of the fleet, and M. de la Roque de Roberval

^vas named Viceroy over Newfoundland, Labrador and
Janada. They were directed to take out colonists. But
IS it was hard to procure persons willing to go, Roberval
ind Cartier were commanded to select prisoners from
uhe gaols and galleys.

Five vessels were made ready and supplied with pro-

sions for two vears. These were put under Cartier'ss

" The region above the Saguenay. cxtendinpj towards and beyond
itadacona, was at first called Canada. It is uncertain whether this
iiune was of Indian or European origin.

3
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command, with a portion of the colonists, to sail in ad-
vance of Roberval. Roberval avus to follow with the
main body of the colonists and additional supplies.

17. On the 23rd of May, 154:1, Cartier set sail from
St. Malo, and, after a voyaoe of about three months,
arrived once more at Stadacoua. The savages, with
their new chief or Agona, inquire^, for Donnacona and
the other warriors who had been earned off five years

before. They were told that all of them had died in

France. Excepting the Agona, the Indians were not
content with Cartier's explanations. Mistrusting them,
Cartier took his vessels higher up the river St. Lawrence,
to Cap-Rouge. Here, near to the mouth of a email
stream, three of the ships were safely moored. Stores

were landed and storehouses built. On the liigh land
above, a small fort was made. Enclosures and cannon
were placed so as to protect the ships and the works
against the savages. .

Some of the people were set at

work, preparing ground for cultivation.

Cartier sent two of his vessels home to Franco witli a

report of his proceedings, and with letter.^, in which lio

stated his hoi)e of the early arrival of Roberval.

18. While the fort at Cap-Rouge was being built,

Cartier took a number of his men, in two barges, up
the river to Hochelaga. With the aid of some friendly

Indians he tried to make his way up the rapidy, situateil

on the river above Hochelaga. In this attemi)t he fail-

ed. Returning to Cap-Rouge, he found that the Indian."-!

of the neighbourhood, including those of Stadacona,

were entirely unfriendly. Some quarrels had occurred,

in his absence, between the people working on the fort

and the savages. One Frenchman had been killed. Ill

feeling between the French and the Indians continued

throughout the ensuing winter. The French had to

remain always on their guard and scarcely dared to go

outside their enclosures. The savages were far too

numerous for them, and, owing to RobervaFs not join-

ing them with fresh supplies, they had but little ammii-
nitiou. But of the incidents which occurred at Cap-
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Ron<'e between October, 1541, and May, 1543, very

little is known.
20. As soon as spring returned, Cartier made several

excursions to search for gold and silver. None were

found, and his people were discontented. Eoberval did

not arrive, and it had become impossible to carry out

the objects of the expedition in the face of the superior

numbers and enmity of the natives.

The French Captain therefore resolved to return

homo. Embarking all his people he sailed down the

St. Lawrence and made for Newfoundland, which he

reached in June, 1543. There he fell in witii Roberval,

who ordered him to turn back and accorni)any him to

the St. Lawrence. This Cartier refused to do. It is said

that, to avoid being forced to obey his superior officer,

Cartier set sail from New-foundland, in the night time,

j
for France.

He arrived safe at St. Male. Whatever explanations

I

he may have given of his conduct towards Roberval, he

brought back to France a favourable account of the

soil of Canada. He also shewed some pieces of iron ore

[and some crystals.

21, In the meantime Roberval continued his voyage
Ito the St. Lawrence. He took possession of the quarters

which Jacques Cartier and his companions had occu-

(pied at Cap-Rouge. There, a winter of terrible hard-

ship was passed. More than sixty of Roberval's colonists.

lied from the cold and scurvy.

The Indians, outside of the enclosures, defied and
iniioyed the French as much as possible. Within, the

colonists, being mostly convicts, and ill fitted to live in

peace and good order among themselves, were manag(}d
with difficulty. In fact, Roberval was obliged to hang-

several, and also to have the less turbulent scourged
jand imprisoned.

In the spring of 1543 he endeavoured to explore the
region of the river Saguenay.
The expedition under Roberval proved a complete

failure. He seems to have remained in Canada until
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the year 1544. During his stay he more than once
sent home, requesting succour. But the King, instead

of sending aid, ordered him to return to France.*
23. Of Jacques Cartier himself no further informa-

tion has been given in French histoiy. He is supposed
to have died near his native town St. Malo. He was
one of the bravest and most skilful sea-captains of his

time. That he was very highly esteemed by the king
and court of France we know from the words used in

his last commission, dated October the 15th, 1540. In

J^C<jLIiJ8 CAUrii.!.;.

__. ;ery pious man. This was shewn in all

his voyages by his causing religious services to be held

* It is said that Jacques Cartier was sent out to bring home Rober-
val and his surviving people.

Several years afterwards Roberval, with his brother, set sail from
Fraiiie on anr»ther expedition to Canada. But all perished at sea.
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regularly in tiie ships under his command, and by his

joniiug ill religious ceremonies with the crews before

starting. Most of the names which he gave to the rivers,

islands, and places, discovered by himself, were chosen
from those of the saints.

His faults, so far as we know about them, were those

common to the discoverers of that age. If it was a great

fault, on one occasion, to disobey his superior officer, he
had to choose between that and the ruin which lie fore-

saw would surely attend Roberval's enterprise. Roberval
himself, probably, committed a great mistake in not

being guided by Cartiei''s unhappy experience and by
his advice not to proceed.

CHAPTER FOURTH.

3ring home Rober-

Interval of more than Half a Century.—Expedition of

M. DE La Roche.—Sable Island.—The Peltry Trade.

(1544-1600.)

23. After the times of Jacques Ctirtier more than half

I

a century passed away before further attempts were
made to settle Canada. During that interval, France
was ruled by six kings in succession—namely, Francis L
Henry II, Francis II, Charles IX, Henry III, Henry IV.

The reigns of these sovereigns were an almost coutiinied

scene of warfare abroad and quarrels at home.
'^4. At length, in 1598, Henry IV conferred upon

the Marquis de la Roche the commission which Inul

been formerly held by M. Roberval. De la Roclie took
out a body of convicts.' These he landed on Sablo

Island, intending to remove them after he had spent
some time in exploring the nearest coasts. But he
never returned to them, so that the wretched convicts

liad to remain on the island a number of years, during
whicli all except twelve perished. The survivors were
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brought back to France. Thus M. de Jti Roche's expe-
dition was another failure.

25. While the banks of the St. Lawrence aad the
forests of Canada were thus abandoned to the native

Indians alone, the French and other European people

did not cease to navigate the Atlantic. They came
every season to fish, near Newfoundland and Nova
Scotia, and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Their traders

also did business with Indians on the coasts. The sav-

ages brought skins of wild animals, and furs, for which
the Europeans gave them, in exchange, various useful

articles. The trade thus carried on with the savages

came to be called the " Peltry Trade." In those days
it was found to be a very valuable source of profit. The
skins and furs, obtained cheaply from the Indians, were
sold afterwards in Europe, at considerable prices.

In the early times of Canadian history, the peltry

trade formed the principal object of commerce. Mer-
chants, and companies, in France, strove to obtain

charters, giving them the sole right to carry on that

trade. They were usually bound, in return, to carry

out settlers, and to do other things relative to the set-

tlement of the country, and the support of rehgion.

In short, the peltry trade, and the desire to convert
the savages to Christianity, were long the only real

foundations of intercourse between France and Canada.
26. The animals whose skins were the chief objects

of the peltry trade were the following*: the Beaver, the

Beai", the Otter, the Fox, the Martin, the Mink, the
AVild-cat or Lynx, the Muskrat, also the Moose and
Cariboo. Of all these the Beaver was the most val-

uable.
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CHAPTER FIFTH.

Fir Companies.—Chauvin, Pontegrav^, Champlain, De
monts, poutrincourt.—powers and privileges of the
Company of De Monts.—Port Royal Founded.—Cham-
plain Founds Quebec.—Winter of 1608-9. (1600-1609.

)

211. Some time before the jear 1600, the coasts of

^' ova Scotia—then called Acadia—and the shores of the

(iulf and River St. Lawrence, were much frequented by
the French traders. They had dealings with the sav-

agt's at different places. As far up the St. Lawrence as

the mouth of the Saguenay there was already a trading
station, called Tadoussac.
But no permanent settlement in those regions had

yet been made. The fisheries, and the traffic in skins

with the Indians, had, hitherto, been carried on by any
private persons who chose to do so.

28. But, in the year 1599, and afterwards, several

persons of note came to take part in the peltry business.

To hinder private traders, and to conduct the traffic on
a larger scale, those persons joined in forming com-
panies. The principal members, or partners, seem to

have been merchants as well as seamen. The private

traders belonged chiefly to Dieppe, St. Malo, Rouen
and Rochelle, many of whom, however, joined the com-
piuiies.

Tlie first company was formed by M. Pontegrave,
Captain Chauvin, and others. The king granted to

them a charter, in virtue of which they were to have
the sole right of trading with the savages, as well as all

the pov/ers which had formerly been conferred upon
Roberval and de la Roche. In return for their privi-

leges, they were required to carry out five hundred set-

tlers to the banks of the St. Lawrence. They were also

bound to provide for religion.

Chauvin, who made several voyages to Tadoussac,,

died soon afterwards. Then a new and wealthier com-
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pany was formed by M. de Chates, governor of Dieppe,
rontegrave was also in this company. He and l)e

Chates took into partnership another person,who became
one of the most remarkable men of tliose times—Samuel
de Champlain.
39. In the year 1G03, Champlain and Pontegi'avu

made a voyage to Tadoussac. They passed thence up
the St. Lawrence, as far as the rapids above the site uf

Hochelaga. This Indian town, as well as Stadacoua,
had ceased to exist; for Champlain, who wrote a history

ofthe voyage, saw no remains of their former occupants. ^^

The promontory near Stadacona had, by this time, come
to be called Quebec in the native tongue. When, at the

close of the season, Champlain and Pontegrave aiTived

in France, they found that M. de Chates was dead.

30. In place of M. de Chates, the kin^ named M. de
Monts. In conjunction with Champlain, Pontegrave
and a wealthy Baron, named Poutrincourt, M. de Monts
fitted out an expedition in the year 1G04. It was the

best furnished that had ever left France for the West.
Only one of the ships, however, was intended for Canada.
Others, conveying De Monts, Poutrincourt and Cham-
plain, were to land settlers and supplies in Acadia, and
to found a permanent settlement there. At the same
time Pontegrave was to cruise in the neighbourhood oi*

the gulf shores and Cap-Breton to protect the rights

and privileges of the company from all private traders.

31 • It is necessary to explain the rights and privileges

named in the preceding article, and also to state what,

were the powers and the duties of the company. Tlie

head of the company, De Monts, was to be Lieutenant
of the king over all parts of North America, from the

*Tho young reader may ask to be told what had become of the

people, of whom such numbers occupied Stadacoua and Hochelajra,

about sixty years before. The question cannot be answered satis-

factorily. Some have thought that they must have been driven from
their settlements by hostile tribes, and their habitations destroyed.
Others, that Jacques Cartier's Indians were of the tribes called Hurou-
Iroquois, and that they abandoned Stadacona and Hochelaga to join

the Iroquois nations, whose chief settlements were south of Laku
Ontario.
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latitude of 40° to 46° North. Ho was enjoined to estab-

Hsh colonists, cultivate the soil, search for mines, build

forts and towns, and to confer grants of land. None
but the company were to have the right of trading with

the natives. De Monts and his friends, being Hugue-
nots,* were to be allowed the free exeroise of their own
religion. But they were to protect the catholic religion

everywhere, and to provide for converting the savages

to that faith. The company had likewise the power to

waiTi ofE, and even to seize, all ships found trading with
the natives.

It should be mentioned here that the former compa-
nies had placed no real colonists in New-France. They
had merely established a few trading stations, where all

were their agents for procuring furs, and men other-

wise employed in connection with their traffic.

32. De 'Monts, with Poutrincourt and Champlain,
explored the coasts of Nova Scotia and New England.
After spending some time in searching for a suitable

place, they entered an inlet leading from the Bay of

Fundy. Here, on a beautiful site they founded Port
Royal, afterwards named Annapolis. Land was cleared

and seed sown. In 1606, De Monts made a ^rant of
the place to Poutrincourt, who made efforts to increase

the number of colonists there, and in adjacent parts of
Acadia.

In 1607, owing to the enmity of the merchants in
several French sea-ports, the powers and privileges

granted to De Monts were taken away. The Acadian
colony was greatly injured by this. It continued, how-
ever, in existence. Ministers of religion—a priest of
the Franciscan order of Recollets, and two Jesuits

—

were sent out in 1610 and 1611. But in 1613 the Port-
Royal settlement was, for the time, ruined by Capt.
Argall, the commander of an English ship.

* The French protestants or Calvinists were styled Huguenots.
King Henry IV himself was a Huguenot, while king of Navarre,
before he came to the throne of France.
A great many of the members of De Monts' company, as well as

many of the sailors, and others employed, were also protestants.



1

CHAMPLA IX.

•^3. Meanwhile, in the year 1^08, Champlain, in

company with Pontegrave, was despatched Irom France,

as the agent of M. do Monts, to establish a colony on
the banks of the St. Lawrence. He had spent his time,

since 1604, partly at Port-Hoyal, and partly in exploring

the coasts and islands in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and
the adjacent regions.

After a passage of nearly two months, Ohamplain
arrived at TaJoussac in the month of June. Thence^

he passed up the river until he arrived at the mouth of

the St. Charles under Cape Diamond. There, on July
3rd, 1608, he landed his people—artizans, labourers and
sailors—^and began to clear the ground, and to constmct
habitations, storehouses, and defences.

'

This was the beginning of Quebec, the future capital

of New-France.
34. While Champlain was occupied with these works,

Pontegrave trafficked with the savages at Tadoussac.

On the approach of winter Pontegrave left for France,

thirty persons remained with Champlain at Quebec.
Champlain's experience at Port-Royal enabled him to

protect his people, during their first winter, from many
causes of suffering to which they might have been ex-

posed. But there was one dangerous enemy that he
could not guard against—the scurvy.* This dreadful

scourge carried off most of his work-people. Indeed
all might have died of it but for the mildness and
shortness of the winter, which ended early in April,

1609. The survivors soon recovered their health and
strength.

Pontegrave was expected to arrive from France in the

month of May. But Champlain was of so active a dis-

* The scurvy, called by the French "Mai de terre," was a very
common and fatal disease until about the middle of the eighteenth
century. It was brought on, when people, whether at sea or on land^
were obliged to live in a confined space, without fresh meat and ve-

getables, and exposed to hardsh^s. In course of time it was found
out that the use of lime-juice, vinegar, &c, prevented the disease,

and cured those who were afllicted with it. Since then it has become
as rare as it was formerly common.

\
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position, that without waiting for the men and fresh

.'iipphes to be brouglit out by Pontegrave, he started

on iin expedition up the 8t. Lawrence before the end of
April.

5 future capital

CHAPTER SIXTH.

TfiE Indians.—Champlain's Alliance with the Canadian
Indians.—His Three Expeditions against the Iroquois.—
His Discoveries in New-France. (1609-1615.)

;55. Champlain ti'ied to gain the good will of the

savages whom he found on the banks of the St. Law-
rence. He saw and held intercourse with those belong-

ing to a number of tribes. Of these, there were the
MoiitagnuiSjWho traded with the French at Tadoussac,
frequenting the Saguenay river and the St. Lawrence,
below and near to Quebec. Next there were several

minor tribes who hunted in the territory through which
the St. Maurice flowed. But the most numerous and
warlike were the Hurons and the Algonquins. The
lieud-quarters of the Hurons were on the borders of Lake
Huron. The Algonquins, who are thought to have been
the original stock or source from which most of the

others descended, were spread over an immense tract of
country, but most numerous along the great river Otta-

wa. There were other bodies or families of Indians,

then occupying parts of the region now included in

Canada, but it is not necessary to give theiJ various

names here. It is enough for the young reader to

remember that the savages whose good will Champlniii
tried to secure were, chiefly, the Montagnais, the Hu-
rons and the Algonquins.
Champlain found out that these Indian nations were

all hostile to the Iroquois, whose chief settlements lay

south of Lake Ontario, in the country which now forms
the northern part of the State of New York. The Iro^

quois consisted of five considerable tribes, named, the
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Molmwks (or Agniors), tlic Onoidjis, the Onoiulugus,

the Cuyuffus, and the Seiiecas. These people were very
tierce, and warhke. Tliey were in league against the

Oanadian Indians, and against all other trihes within

their reach. They were in the hahit of entering the

8t. Lawrence hy the way of Lake Chaniplain, and down
the river Richelieu, then culled the River of the Iro-

quois. They also crossed Lake Ontario, to the northern
shore, or descended the St. Lawrence, down to the

mouth of the Ottawa, and the Island of Montreal. They
attacked and massacred the Hurons, AlgoiKiuins and
other tribes of Canada, wherever they could find them.
A very bitter enmity existed between the hostile nations

of savages. Such was the state of things when Cham-
plain moved up the nver St. Lawrence in the spring of

1609.

36. Champlain desired to be on friendly terms with
those tiibes of Indians who were to be the nearest neigh-

bours of the French. He also wished to open a great

trade in peltry with the Hurons and Algonquins, who
hunted near the Ot^^^awa and in more distant regions

beyond; and he required the aid of these to enable him
to explore the intenor of the continent.

By these motives he was induced to take part in the

warfare against the Iroquois. He therefore made an
alliance with the Hurons and Algonquins, Avho promised
iii'return to shew him their country and to befriend as

well as to trade with the French.

37. In consequence of his agreement with his allies,

he accompanied their warriors in three expeditions

against the Iroquois, in the years 1609, 1610 and 1615.

In the first of these he had an opportunity of witnessin

the modes in which savage warfare was conducted. He
had only two Frenchmen with him. His allies went in

-canoes, by the way of the river Richelieu, to seek their

enemies in their own country. They landed at a point

not far from the outlet of Lake Champlain. As they
-drew near to the parts where they expected to find Ird-

<juois warriors, they marched only in the night time.

Jill "
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to enable him

During dayli.irbt tliey lay still and li<^hted iio tiro. A
coiiriiderablo battle took place. When it had just be^un,

while tiie Iroquois were preparing to discharge Uieir

;iiTONVS,ClianipIain, in armour, suddenly shewed himself

ill front of them. His strange apjUMiranee surprised

them. But when, with his gun, he killed an Iro(iuois

chiei", and wounded several others, and when liis two
I'reneh followers fired their pieces, the Iroquois were

urritied. They turned and fled in all directions, pur-

sued by the llurons and Algcmquins. The Iroquois

were completely defeated, many being killed, and some
of tliem taken prisoners. For these Champlain tried in

vain to secure humane treatment. His allies would not

listen to him, but proceeded to bum and torment their

eai)tives. Tlie Hurons, Algonquins and Montagnaia

celebrated their victory by a great feast, and Champlain
witnessed their proceeclincrs with horror. He saw them
tear off the nails of then* victims, put out their eyes,

cut off their ears and lips, apply fire to different parts

of their bodies, which were then mangled and cut to

pieces. The entertainment closed with devouring the
flesh of the slain. The sufferers themselves endured
their torments with an outward shew of indifference,

(•hamplain's endeavours to save them were met by the
declaration, that what he witnessed was the fate of the
llurons and Algonq^uins, whenever these fell into the
hands of the Iroquois.

The conquerore returned to theirown huntinggrounds
{wid Champlain to Quebec.

i^8. In the following year, IGIO, Champlain, with a
il'w Frenchmen, again joined his Indian allies in an
expedition against their enemies. The results were the
same as before—a battle, the defeat of the Iroquois, and
sliocking cruelties practised upon the prisoners.

39t In the year 1615, Champlain joined in a third

and still greater expedition against the Iroquois. On
this occasion he went by a different and much longer
route, as he desired to visit the Hurons in their own
country. He passed the rapids above Montreal and
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then up the river Ottawa. From this he crossed the
liigh land to lake Nipis6iiig,and thence to the Georgian
Bay, along the coast of which he descended to the
Huron country. This lay between the Georgian Bay
4iiid Lake Simcoe. Here, in a number of bourgades and
thriving settlements, dwelt the Huron people. They
have been estimated at upwards of 30,000 souls when
iirst visited by the French.

After spending some time amongst them, Champlain
iiccompanied the Huron warriors on their march to-

wards the territories of the Iroquois. They passed
tln'ough Lake Simcoe, and thence to the Bay of Quinto,
iind crossed Lake Ontario.

On reaching the Iroquois country they found a con-
siderable body of their enemies stationed in a rudely
•constructed fort and ready to receive them. Champlain
endeavoured to explain to his allies how they ought to

proceed in making their assault. The Iroquois had
now become a little accustomed to the fire-arms of the

French and were not so afraid of them as formerly.

Besides this, they were well sheltered in their fort.

The Hurons, neglecting Champlain's advice, made
their attack in a very irregular manner and were re-

pulsed. Champlain himself was wounded by an arrow.

Several Hurons were also killed and wounded. Although
Champlain and his French followers used their fire-arms

skilfully and did all they could to assist and encourage

their allies, yet the fickle Hurons who had come so tar

to fight the Iroquois, determined to retreat. The
wounded, Champlain amongst them, were carried oft*

as earcfully as possible on litters, in the midst of the

retirino- Indians.

They marched back to Lake Ontario and crossed oyer

to the north shore. Some time was spent in hunting

between Ontario and Lake Simcoe. It was late in the

iiutumn before they reached the Huron settlements.

Champlain, while crossing Lake Ontario, was mformed
that there was a route by water down to the lower St.

Lawrence. But the savages pretended they could not
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spare cauoes or guides at tliat advanced season of tlie

year.

He was therefore obliged to go and spend the winter

amongst them. There was a considerable number of

Frenclimen with him. A RecoUet priest, Joseph le

Caron, was already established amon^ the Hurons.

<Jhamplain considered that, with the aid of the priest,

and of his French followers, he could gain much useful

information about the country and the neighbouring

savage tribes. He cheerfully submitted to his lot, and
remained the guest of the Hurons about six months,

until the month of May, 1616.

40. While Champlam gained the friendship of many
Indian tribes tlirough assisting them against the Iro*

<|nois, the part which he took was followed by unhajjpy

results. It increased the enmity of the Iroquois towards

the Indians of Canada, without being of much real

benefit to these in their defence. It also laid the foun-

ilation of deadly hostility cowards the French which was
Jxept up, with infinite harm to the colony, during most
of the ensuing one hundred and fifty years. It is said

that, before he decided upon interfering in the warfare

of the savages, he took counsel with his partner, M.
Poutegrave,

41. During the six years which had now elapsed

since the foundation of Quebec, Champlain had added
a good deal to what was previously known of the inte-

rior of New-France.
He was the first, of Europeans, to pass up the river

Richelieu, and to behold the beautiful sheet of water
called, after his own name. Lake Champlain. lie first

penetrated through the rapids to the mouth of the

Ottawa, and went up that great river. He also made
known the existence of Lake Nipissing, Lake Huron,
Lake Simcoe, and Lake Ontario.

During his stay with the Hurons, he procured much
valuable information about the nature and manners of

tlie savages. While there he made excursions among
tlie tribes nearest to the Hurons. He also held inter-
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course and made friendship witli the chiefs of tribes

wliose settlements were many iiundred miles distant

from the Huron country.

He heard, also, of the great inland sea—Hudson's
Bay, then called "the Sea of the North,"—of Lakes
Superior and Michigan, and of the great river Missis-

sippi.

He afterwards wrote and published in France an
interesting narrative of his voyages and journeys, and
prepared maps of the regions he visited.

^Z, Champlain was so long absent from Quebec on
his third expedition to the Iroquois country, that tiie

people there began to be very anxious about his safety.
• He was very much beloved by them, and when fie

came back, atlast, about the end of June, 1616, accom-
panied by tlie priest, Le Caron, their joy was unbounded.
They assembled in a little chapel, whicli had been

erected some time before, and publicly offered thanks
to God for bringing him safe to them again after so

long and dangerous a journey.

CHAPTER SEVENTH,

Condition and Progress of the Colony.— Madame Cham-

, PLAIN.

—

Fort St. Louis.— Recollets. (1615-1624.)

43. It is necessary now to make mention of the pro-

gress of the colony begun by Champlain at Quebec, as

well as of several important incidents that occuiTed.

Very soon ? "ter the founding of Quebec, other stations

were established, both at the mouth of the river St.
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ilaiirice, and ou what was afterwards called the Island

)f Montreal. At the former of these places, called

^'hree Rivers, a platform, storehouses, and a habitation

were built. Indians came there to trade, from the St.

Lawrence and from the region of the St. Maurice.

On the Island of Montreal, Champlain had a piece

)f ground cleared and named Place Royale, on the site

•f the modern city. Also at the spot now called La-

Oiiiie he constructed storehouses and named the rapids

Siiult St. Louis." This soon became a great trading-

fa tion jind frequented every season by large numbers
>f Indians, bringing peltry from their hunting grounds
up the Ottawa, and in the region of the great lakes,

'riie Island opposite the city of Montreal was named by
him St. Helen's Island, after the name of his wife.*

44. In the year 1610, Kin^ Henry IV, the friend of

iDe Monts and Champlain, died in raris, murdered by
Ian assassin. His death was soon followed by the loss

)f the privileges enjoyed by De Monts. After De Monts,
several persons of influence at the court became succes-

jively the protectors of the colony of New France—the

dukes De Soissons, Conde, Montmorency and Venta-
dour—having the title of Viceroys. Various changes
)ccurred in tne arrangements of the companies formed
under the auspices of these personages. But the bravery,

Jidelity and piety of Champlain, caused him to be re-

tained throughout as the head of the colony of Canada.
Although really employed by the companies, as their

HL,^ont and representative, yet he held his commission
from the king of France, f His discoveries and writings

* During his connection of nearly thirty years with Canada, Cham-
lain crossed the Atlantic many times for ths purpose of visiting Paris

In the interest of the colony.
I On one of these occasions he married a lady named Plelene Bo\iilh%

fu the year 1611. She paid a visit to Quebec in 16J30, and remained
il>oiit four years.
+ Once, in 1619, steps were taken to deprive Champlain of this

position, and to use his services solely for making new discoveries,
[lis old friend Pontegrave was proposed to take his place and actu-
illy was sent out to m\. it during that year. B it Champlain would
lot agree to such a change, and remained in Pails until the difficulty
vas settled.
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had gained him a great reputation in his native country.

The influence thus acquired he always employed difi-

gently in promoting the welfare of the colony.

But in the management of the aifairs of the companies
in France, disputes and difficulties sprung up from tiniu

to time, hy which Champlain's efforts were hindered.

45. Although the trading business was continued in

Canada from year to year, yet no progress whatever had

l>een made in settling colonists upon the lands. At

Quebec there were seldom more than fifty or sixty per-

sons remaining through the winter. These were nearly

all persons in the employment of the companies. In thl-

summer, the stations at Quebec, Tadoussac, Thiw
Rivers and 8ault StLouis, the crews of the trading ves-

sels and the Indians caused a much larger concourse (.f

people. To supply the religious wants of these and tu

labour at the conversion of the savages, priests had been

brought out. In 1615, four priests of the order of Ec-

collets came to Quebec. In 1017 and subsequent yeui'.<.

more Recollets, and afterwards Jesuits, arrived. Reli-

gious services w^ere held ut Quebec, Tadoussac and Thri o

Rivers. A small chapel and a monastery were built at

the capital Recollets and Jesuits were employed,
some at the stations which have been mentioned, others

on missions amongst the Indian tribes. These minis-

ters of religion had plenty to do in instructing the sav-

ages, as well as in holding services for the benefit uf

the floating population of the ti-ading posts. But, for

a considerable time, there was no occupation for them
in the way of laying the foundation of religion for tlio

people of a future great colony. Champlain was ven
desirous of supi)lying this want. He thouglit it a greiit

matter when a single family came out as actual settlers

in the year 1617.* From time to time in after years ;i

few others followed. Champlain brought his own wife

and two attendants to Quebec, in lO^O.f In 10:21, a

•*Thi8 consisted of a man named Louis Hebert, his wife and three ^
children.

t Madame Champlain Avas the first European lady that made ber
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40. lu noticing the progress of the infant colony, we
just not omit to mention two serious causes, which

iflflicted it in Champlain's time, and continued to do so

luring the whole time of its growth.

The first was the hostility of the Iroquois. These

iid not confine their attacks to the savages of the coun-

[ry. They ca i:e prowhng round the irench stations

it Three Rivers, Sault St. Louis, and even Quebec,

'hey attacked and killed Hurons and Montagnais under

the very eyes of the E'rench, and cut off the latter when-

jver they could be found off their guard. In the year

L620, after Champlain had arrived from France with

lis family, large bodies of Iroquois ravaged the country,

:illing many Indians. All tliat the French could do

^as to keep close inside their enclosures and defences.

Secondly, the people of the trading vessels supplied

ntoxicaLing liquors to the Indians who came to traffic,

'he savages were thus first led to become drunkards.

;hamplain and the priests exerted themselves to put
Ln end to the evil practice. But their efforts were

Inly in part successful, and great disorders were occiv

toned.

These causes, and the neglect of the companies to

[ring out colonists, and to supply the people who re-

lained over winter with sufficient necessaries and means
defence, occasioned great anxiety to Champlain. The
)mpanies only cared for the gains of the fur trade.

l11 the world, except Champlain himself, seemed to

link nothing of Canada.
47. In 1620 Champlain laid the foundations of a
)w structure at Quebec, to which he gave the name of

fort. St. Louis. It was intended to be spacious and

)p3arance in Canada. She was younger than her husband, and
[markable for her piety and beauty. The savages were delighted
ith her presence .ind gentle manners. She wore a small mirror at
\r girdle. The savages who approached her could see them-
[Ives In it, and declared that she carried each one of them in her
bart.
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strong enough to afford shelter and protection to all in

tlie place, in case of need. Several years elapsed before
it was completed.*

' 48. In the meantime, owing to the disputes amonj:
the members of the Company of New France, and tlio

compltiints of neglect sent home byChamplain and tli(

liccollets, the king of France suppressed it and graiilc-l

\ti (fhiof powers and privileges to a new company. Ai
tlie head of this were two brothers, Huguenots, nr.mi

d

Do Caen, belonging to the town of Rouen. The yoiin;

Emery de Caen, went out to Canada to look after -Ji;

company's interests.

49. In all his concera about the welfare of the col-

onj, Charaplain was well seconded by the Eecollot

priests. These wortliy men exercised a great personj.l

influence and were much esteemed both by the Frendi
and the savages. They received nothing beyond tboj

bare necessaries of life from those whom they served,

for they belonged to an order which was bound by ji

vow of poverty. With their own hands they cleared

and cultivated land on the bank of the river St. Charles,|

the name of which they changed from that of Ste. Croix,

given it by Jacques Cartier. Their habitation, con-

structed in the year 1620, stood on the site now occii-j

pied by the Geneml Hospital.f

50. In the year 1C24, while the works on Fort St.

Louis were in progress, Cbamplain left Quebec on a visit

to Paris. He took with him Madame Champlain to

spend the rest of her life in her native country. ITer

example in coming out to the colony had not yet be ii

*It was situated on the commanding: site now known as the Dm
ham Terrace. Ir was the head-quarters of ilie Governors of Can.id

up to the year 1834, when the fort, or Chateau, as it was often c allf.d,

was destroyed by fire.

fThe habitation or convent of the RecoUets was in an exposed sit

uation, outside of the defences. The Iroquois made an attack U!>on|

It in 1623, which induced Champlain to make Fort St. Louis stronger!

and lai^er than he had at first intended.
The RecoUets afterwards had a habitation and garden near to For;

St. Louis, on the ground now occupied by the Court House and tin

English Cathedral.
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mitated, and there were very few colonists yet estab-

lished in the new country.

Emery de Caen was left behind in charge of affairs at

UL'bec.

CHAPTER EIGHTH.

Champlain's Endeavours.—Arrival of Jesuits at Quebec.—
Religious Missions.—State of the Colony.—Quebec
taken by the English. (A.D. 1624-1629.)

51, Champlain was detained in France until the

rear 1626. He courageously stood up for the interests

)f the colony, although in doing so he had to incur the

displeasure of some persons of influence who belonged

to the company, but who cared only for the gains of

the peltry trade. He went to plead his cause among
the wealthy, the religious people, and the principal

nerchants of France. He carried his appeals into the

3amp and into the king's court. Being very much re-

spected, and pleasing in his manners and conversation,

he could not fail to obtain hearers. Louis XIII was
[iug, and Cardinal Richelieu, the greatest man in France,

|liad just become his first minister. Richelieu was then
forming plans for restoring to order the affairs of the

dngdom. He took up the case of Canada, after a time,

and arranged a method of succouring and advancing
the colony.

Champlain returned to Quebec with some supplies.

[e found the work, which he had left to be done during
his absence, very little advanced. He set diligently

ibout completing it.

52. Meanwhile, in 1625, the Society of Jesuits in

•"ranee, who had been asked to assist in the work of

the religious missions of Canada, sent out several of
their order.* On their arrival, the Jesuits were rather

* The first who came were named Lalemant, Breboeuf and Mass ''.

They were accompanied by two Brothers of the order and a KecoUet
wriest.
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coldly received. Clianiplain was not there, and his

ivi)rcsentative, De Caen, was a Huguenot, who cared
nuieli more for his coniiiany's agents than he did for

Jesuit priests. It is recorded that, uo person offering

tiiein slielter, De Caen was on tlie point of providing
lor thein a passnge back to France. But the Recollets

generously invited them to come to their habitation on
tile St. Charles, until they could provide for themselves.

The Jesuits were by no means destitute of resources of

their own, for they had an abundant supply of neces-

saries and twenty workmen, for whom a passage had
been secured in a small vessel hired for the purpose,
from the De Caens. They did not, therefore, long re-

quire the hospitality of the feecollets. A piece of ground,
conceded to them by the head of the company, was
speedily prepared and a building erected. It was not

far from the habitation of the Recollets.*

In the following year the Jesuits undertook missions

among the Hurons and other savage nations. They had
iirst to labour at learning their languages, and then to

begin the still more difficult task of inducing them to

become Christians. The Jesuits and the Recollets

worked together in harmony. The hardship and misery,

necessary to be endured by civilized persons dwelling

among the barbarians of the North Ameiican forests*

were cheerfully borne by those devoted men.
53. Between the years 1636 and 1629, the colony

made no substantial progress. Although a new com-
ptmy, of w hich an account is given in the next chapter,

wa> t'onned, under the direction of Cardinal Richelieu,

in 1G3T, its arrangements were not completed until the

following year, and then it was found to be too late to

save the colony from ruin.

The company of the De Caens became so neglectful

that the people who passed the winter at Quebec, and
who depended upon supplies from France, had not

* The first establishment of the Jesuits was on the ground named
"Notre-Darae ties Anja:e8," on the opposite bank of the St. Charles

to that occupied by the Recollets.



( HAMPLAIX. f^

iiougli to eat. Ill tlic .spring of 1C27 tliey sent out an

liii'utticient stock of provisions. At the same time the

|j)o Cacris would not permit the Jesuits to bring

fioni France what thev required for their own estab-

ishnient at Quebec, ^rhey had equipped a vessel of

[their own for the purpose. In consequence they sent

lionie tlieir workmen from Canada, fearing they might
|jM»t be al)le to feed them at Quebec.

Sometimes the ships bringing out necessaries, bad
Jvury long passages. 1'he consequences to Champlain's

])eople were serious, for then, the stock of provisions,

intended for their support, were partly used up on the

way out. The inconvenience was the more heavily felt

'because the Indians, their allies and visitors, observed

their weakened condition. The Iroquois also became
niore bold and insolent. To add to Champlain's per-

plexity, he was very indifferently supplied witb ammu-
nition for his guns, in case he should be obliged to use

them in defending the place. He had not so many as

fifty able bodied men under his command. Such was
jthe state of affiiirs in the colony in the year 1628.

54. It happened in that year, tbat a ship with sup-

[plies for Quebec—the last sent out by the De Caens

—

was intercepted at sea by Commodore Kirkt. He was a
French refugee, a Huguenot, who sailed under the
English flag. Witb a small squadron he came up the
St. Lawrence, as far as Tadoussac. There he destroyed

all the property at the trading station, and put an end
jto the traffic for the season. He sent up a letter to

Ichamplaiu, to inform him about the vessel he had in-

jlercepted. Kirkt also desired to know if Champlain
would surrender his post without resistance ; for, if not,

las he was determined to have it, he would stay at

iTadoussac and prevent any sueccjrs from reaching
K^iebee. He assured Champlain of good treatment
jfor himself and foUowei's, provided he would yield

peaceably.

Champlain concealed his real condition, as well as he
could, from Kirkt's messengers, and returned .i reply to
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the effect that he felt well able to defend his post. Kii'kt

did not see fit to approach Quebec that year. He piv-

sently set sail from Tadoussac aud proceeded down tlu^

8t. Lawrence.
55. In France, before this time, the new company

lull taken the place of the old one. Although the sea-

sou was well advanced, yet a number of ships were sent,

iadjii with colonists and all kinds of supplies for Que-
bec. There were five vessels in all, commanded by M.
de Roquemont. But as he was sailing into the Gulf of

8t. Lawrence, he met Kirkt, wiih his squadron, sailing

out. A short conflict took place, which ended in the

capture of Roquemont's ships by the English.

This was a most unfortunate occurrence for Cham-
plain and his i)eople at Quebec. Had those supplies

readied them they would have been rescued from ruin.

But now, as winter was approaching, their diminished
stores afforded only a small daily allowance for eacii

person. This was increased, for a time, by what could
be procured from hunting and fishing, with the aid of a

few friendly Indians. It is recorded that Champlain's
people were glad to scour the neighbouring forest in

search of roots and other casual means of sustaining;

life. But it is hard to understand how they all man-
aged to survive the winter of 1G28-29.* That they did

not die of famine was owing, in part, to Champlain'^
example, and his influence and good arrangements.
While he exhorted all around him to bear their condi-

tion with patience, he limited himself to a share of the

food no greater than that of the meanest person in the

l)lace. He also persuaded the RecoUets and the Jesuits,

iLS well as the only two families of colonists then in the

country, named Hubert and Couillard, who had raised

some crops on their lands, to contribute all they had t

the common stock.

(>

* According to some accounts, M. de Roquemont had contrived to

send forward to Quebec a small party in a cutter, just before he fell

In with Kirkt. This was to announce the coming of the French ships
with succours. Perhaps this little vessel carried up some provisions.

But we are not distinctly informed.
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ilO. Ill iiie spring of 1029, the missionary priests wli^

had gone to the Huron country, came down to Quebec,

uct'oinpanied by several Frenchmen. They also de|)cnd-

ed, for subsistence, upon supphes from France, and
could not remain without them longer in the midst of

the savages.

In then' necessity, the French, at Quebec, observed

that the Montagnais and Algonquins, with few exctq)-

tions, were insolent, and inclined to take advantage of

their weakness.*

When July came, even Champlain could not help

shewing signs of extreme anxiety. He had now given

up all hope of witnessing the arrival of ships from
France.

But, about the middle of that month, an event oc-

ourrod which put an end to the struggle. Sir David
Kirkt had returned with his squadron to Tadoussac.

He sent on his two brothers, Louis and Thomas, with
three armed ships, to Quebec. This time, Champlain
made no pretence of ability to defend his post. He
surrendered on July 20th, and thus lost, at one stroke,

the fruits of more than twenty years' arduous exertion.

The conditions were, that, on yielding up the place,

Champlain with all his people, and their personal effects,

should be carried to England, and thence be permitted
to pass over to France.

The brothers Kirkt then established themselves in

possession of Quebec. Champlain and his followers

were conveyed down to Tadoussac, wiiere they were
courteously received by Sir David Kirkt, and their i)as-

sage across the Atlantic provided for.

57. Champlain was a man of astonishing persever-

ance. He, and the priests, and all the French, except a
few who were permitted to remain as settlers, had been
carried away captive, and the country given up into the

* The Abenaquis, a brave Indian nation whose tribes then occupied
the country which now forms the State of Maine, behaved very dif-

ferently from the Monta^^ais and Algonquins of the St. Lawrence.
They sent friendly messages to Champlain and offered to receive and
teed thirty of his people during- the next winter. .
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possession of the English. Yet ho hy no means yielded
to despair. On the contrary, he immediately set about
working out plans for the recovery of his olony.
Even before he left Quebec his first stei)s in that

direction were taken ; tor, tlie two or three heads of

fiunilios who were al)le to make a livelihood l)y the cul-

tivation of the ground, went to him for his advice about
their own course—whether thoyliad better go or remain
behind. Jle counseled tiiem to remain, at least on trial.

They could, he said, live on tiieir crops, and trade in

peltiy with the savages; but that, if they should find

themselves not well treated by the English, and if il>ey

did not like their lot, thev misht next vear return to

1 ranee.

Champlain hoi)ed, in fact, that, by next year, the
country would l)e recovered by France.

When he arrived in England he went to the ambas-
sador of France and gave, in writing, all the particulars

of Kirkt's proceedings. He also urged the ambassador
to negotiate the restoration of the colony.

Next, he went to Paris and brought his case under
the particular notice of Richelieu and other persons of

influence. At the same time, he took advantage of his

stay in the French capital to publish information about
the advantages of Canada.
He thus tried to conquer people's indifference, and

their ignorance on those subjects.

Unless Champlain had thus exerted himself, the court

and people of France might then have abandoned the

country forever.

Although he could not point at Canada, as others did

ut Mexico and [\n'u,as a place for procuring gold, silver

and precious stones, he set before their minds grand
ideas of another sort. He spoke to them of the oppor-

tunity there was of converting to Christianity whole

nations of barbarians, and the glory of founding a great

French empire on the other side of the Atlantic. His
Avell known piety, and his representations about the

heathen Indians, touched the feelings of the religious.

\
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His talents, his past history, his amia})le manners and

.single-hearted disposition, as well as the real merits of

his cause, procured for him a favourable hearing in all

(luarters.

Champlain considered that there was one very strong-

}M»int in the case, which could not but prevail in leading'

liis countrymen to insist upon the restoration of the

country if only they could be made to value its posses-

ision. This, he urged strongly, that, at the time when
Sir D.ivid Kirkt summoned Ohamplain to surrender

Quebec, in July 1629, France and England were not at

war with each other. A treaty of peace and alliance

iiad actually been signed more than two months before.

Wliether Kirkt knew of this or not is uncertain. But
<ome htive alleged that he did know, and that his motive

lor taking the place was to repay himself for the great

expenses of his expedition. The very courteous language

he employed in summoning the place gives a colour to

the accusation.

Champlain's hopes were eventually crowned with
.success. By a treaty between the two countries, dated

March 29th 1632, the possession of Canada was restored

to France. On the conclusion of the treaty, Emery de
Caen was sent out to re-occupy Quebec, where Louis
Kirkt then had the command. De Caen had suffered

losses during the late war, in consequence of which the
French government granted to him the privileges of the
peltiy traffic in the St. Lawrence during one year.

58. Champlain himself, witii a higher commission
fiom the king than he had held before, sailed from
Dieppe for Canada on March 23rd, 1633. He brought
Ijack with him a fleet of armed ships, carrving abundant
supplies of provisions, merchandise, and munitions of

war, together with colonists, workmen and priests, to
the immber of two hundred persons.

\
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CHAPTER NINTH.

'The Company of One Hundred Associates.— Champlain
Governor of Canada.—The Indians.— Religious Af-
fairs, (A. D. 1629-1633.)

51). ('ardinal Richelieu was the founder of the "So-
ciety of One Hundred Associates," the new company
formed in Paris in 1627, to take the place of that to

which the De Caens belonged. It derived its name from
the intended number of its members, and comprised
many of the principal persons in France.

60. The Company of Associates received from the
king the [)Owers and privileges which had been pre-

viously granted to the viceroys and chartered comi>a-
nies. It was bound to provide for the settlement of the

country, and for the religious care of the colonists, as

well as the conversion of the savages. Four thousand
colonists were to be taken out and settled on lands

before the year 1643. Every inhabitant was to be a
French subject, and only one religious faith \ras to be

tolerated. The religious missions tor the conversion of

the heathen tribes were to be entrusted to only one
order of priesthood. The governor, or chief ofRcei* of

the company in the colony, was to be appointed by the

society—also the oflBcersof justice, subject to the king's

approval.

Until the stated number of colonists should be taken
out the company was to have the control of all the com-
merce of the colony, in addition to the peltry trade,

excepting the cod and whale fishery. This latter was
ieiD open to all the king's subjects.

The rights of the company included a jurisdiction

over all the territory claimed to belong to France on
the continent of North America.
01. In consequence of the war between France and

England, and the events which have been recorded in

the preceding chapter, the company of associates did

not obtain possession of its territories until the year

jM
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^C'.Vl. Then De Caen, as has been stated, came out to

(Quebec, in the capacit}^ of chief officer or agent. A year
larer, tlie valiant and faithfnl Champlain was unani-

iiiDUcly chosen by the associates to fill the chief ofiice.

In his commission from the king, as his Lieutenant-

( ;. neral over New France, greater powers were conferreJ

upon him. In consequence, Champlain's name stands

liist on the list of the Governors of Canada. This is

iortnnate for the history of the colony, because, in its

early days, there were few of those who took an active

part in founding it, who were fitted to set so good an
example to future governors. Most of those men cou-
.-iilcred first the gains to be made out of the colony.

Champlain, like his friend De Monts, was of a disposition

to study first the honour of his country, and the sub-

stantial welfare of the colonists.

iVZ. The French at Quebec, including those who had
come out since 1632 and the few who had remained
during the occupation of the place by the English, were
delighted at Champlain's return. The Indians also,

some from the upper country who had kept aloof from
the English, came to testify their satisfaction.

Champlain employed all his personal influence with

tlio savages to prevent them from continuing to trade

with the English or with persons not belonging to the

comi)any of associates. It seems that some of these

latter, English and Huguenot traders, lingered in the

neighbourhood of Quebec, and in the St. Lawrence
below.

In order to prevent the Indians from bringing their

peltry farther down, he re-established the post at Three
Kivers. An island, also, was selected, near the mouth
of the river Richelieu, and persons were stationed there

to intercept the trade.

Champlain had to take a good deal of trouble, and
some time elapsed, before the old arrangements with the
Indians belonging to the upper country could be estab-

lished again.

G3. It had been aii'anged in France that the persons
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to be entrusted with religious duties in New-France
should be no other than those belonging to the order of

Jesuits. No Recollets, as formerly, were to be employed
under the auspices of the Company of Associates. Sev-

eral Jesuit priests and brothers came out with Cham-
plain in 1G33. Others followed, so that within two oi-

three years there were nearly twenty ministers of reli-

gion in the colony. Champlain gave much attention to

the plans for the religious care both of the colonists and
the Indians. The priests and brothers were divided

into two classes, of which one was charged with tlic

missionary work, and the other with the care o\ i\w
colonists, and of the French at the ])rinci[)al trading

stations.

Champlain chose a priest named Charles Lulemant
to be his own spij'itnal adviser.

While absent from Quebec, after its capture by tlie

English, lie made a vow to erect a place of worship it;

he should be spared to witness its restoration. 8oou
after his return, therefore, he had a chapel built, near

the Chateau St. Louis, and named "Notre Dame de la

Recouvrance." It was situated near to the .si)ot on
which the English Cathedral of the city now stands,

and was the earliest Parish Church.

^

CHAPTER TENTH.

Last Days of Champlain.—His Character.—The other
European Colonies. (A. D. 1635.)

64. Ner.rly the whole of the five preceding chapters

<)f this book have been taken up with affairs in which
the iirst governor of the colony was concerned.

But this the young reader can have no cause to regret,

for he will meet with few characters in history who
better deserve his notice than Samuel de Champlain.

We have now, however, nearly done with him. Up to

the monih of October 1635, he continued diligently to
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attend to his various duties,

a mortal sickness, which, for

with calmness and resignation,

lay prostrate on his death-bed,

unable even to sign his name.

last moments by his friend and

Lalemant.

Then he was seized with
ten weeks, he endured

. During that period he
in the Chateau St. Louis,

He was attended in liis

spiritual adviser, Charles

PORTRAIT OF CHAMPLAIN.

On Christmas day, 1035, he breathed his last, and
his body was buried close under the lofty precipice upon
which the Chateau stood. A stone vault was made for

the reception of his coffin. Some time later, a small

chapel was erected over the spot where the remains of

the honoured founder of Quebec reposed.*

* The place of Charaplain's interment was found in 1856. In dfj?-

ging for the water-works of the city, the men employed came upon
a stone vault, in the centre of which was a coffin, containing human
bones, in a good state of preservation. It happened in the year lf>42,

that Champlain's successor, wishing to honour the memory of a de-
ceased priest, caused his remains to be buried near those of the late
governor ; and, in the short account given of this funeral at the time,
mention is made of a private vault containing Cham plain's body. No
other old record is known to exist of a person, belonging to the early
history of Canada, being buried in a private vault. Champlain's fu-
neral occurred in January 1636, seven years before that of the priest.
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65. It is easy to make out the character of Cham-
plain from what has been already said. He was indus-
trious, bi*ave, loyal, pious. Although he met with many
obstacles in his career, he had no enemies. This proves,

even if we did not know it from other sources, that ho
was amiable in his temper and conduct.
He was able to bear much bodily fatigue and hard-

.shij). As a proof of this, we may cite the passages he
nnivle across the Atlantic ocean—upwards of a score,

during his connection with Canada, which lasted thirty

years. In those days, when the ships were small anil

uncomfortable for passengers, and when fever and scurvy
sometimes raged during long passages of from two to

three months, a voyage from Europe to America was a

very different affair from what it is now.
Of Chaniplain's wonderful perseverance, enough has

been said in a preceding chapter of this book. His
habits were simple and frugal. Although usually of a

grave and dignified aspect, Champlain was not wanting
in cheerfulness, and on all proper occasions he could be

jocosp, and even witty. He was beloved both by his

French followers and by the Indians. The chiefs of

the latter delighted in his company, and would say to

him "you have always something pleasant to tell us and
to make us laugh." When the Huron chiefs heard of

his return to Quebec in 1(533, some of them came all the

way from the shores of the Georgian Bay to behold him
aiiain, and to bid him welcome.

There were other excellent traits in Champlain's dis-

position and character which might be stated, if our

space permitted. Enough has been already said of him
to prove his worth, and to shew that his merits were

such as will always entitle him to be honourably men-
tioned in history.

66. Champlain wrote a full narrative of his voyages,

journeys and discoveries, which was published in Paris

ih the year 1632.

67. As w^e go on with the history of Canada, we shall

find it necessary to know something about the pro-

\

K1
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oress of other colonics formed by Europeans ii> North

America.
Before the time of Champlain's death the Dutch had

e^tiil)lished themselves on the banks of the river Hudson.

The Dutch settlements afterwards came into the posses-

sion of the English.

The English had also founded colonies in other parts,

now known by the names of Carolina, Virginia, Con-

necticut, Massachnsetts, New Hampshire and Maine.

Afterwards the English settled otlier portions of the

2)resent United States.

About the year 1G15, the name New-England came
into use, to express, in one word, several of the English

colonies taken together.

The Dutch and the English began to form their col-

onies about the same time as the French did theirs in

Canada and Acadia.

But the English colonized from motives different

from those of the French, and their systems were also

different.

We cannot now go into the particulars. It is enough
to say that trade, agriculture, ship-building, and com-
merce, and the desire to live in freedom from troubles

in the country of their birth, induced many thousands
to emigrate from England. When they became colonists,

they felt no concern about the welfare or the religious

belief of the savages.

The French came out to Canada in much smaller

numbei's, and depended more, for support, upon sup-
plies from France. They also devoted a great deal of

I attention and pains, as well as expense, to religious

objects, and the conversion of the Indians. Of the
three principal European nations that formed perma-
nent colonies in America, it has been said, that "the
USpanish came to hunt for gold and precious stones, the
English to have freedom and to grow rich by trade and
commerce, the French to promote religion."
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CHAPTER ELEVENTH.

Divisions of the History of Canada.—The Several Epochs *>

FROM 1534 TO 1763.

68. In order to avoid confusion, the present chapUr
is devoted to an explanation of the way in which it is

best to divide the whole subject. The dates of tin

principal facts must be attended to, as they form tin

Jinks in the chain of events to be remembered.
09. In this book, the whole course of the histor}^ U

divided into four parts.

The first part embraces the time from the discoveiv

of the country in 1534 to the year 1763—a period of j
two hundred and twenty-nine years.

Of the other three parts we need not, at present, say

anything, except to mention that they extend, respec-

tively, from 1763 to 1791, 1791 to 1841, and from 1841

to 1867. The regular historj^ of the colony, strictly

speaking, does not begin until the time when New-
France was actually placed under the control of Riche-

lieu's Company of One Hundred Associates. It was
then, in the year 1633, that Champlain became its first

governor. Previously, his true position was only that

of principal agent of the several trading companies en-

gaged in the fur trade of the St. Lawrence, for their

own benefit, rather than colonizing the country. Nor
was any permanent state of things, in the way of set-

tlement and regular government, arrived at until that

year.

70. In the continuation of Part I, we shall have, in

the first place, the narrative of the early struggles of

the colony, while it remained under the control of the

company of Associates, up to the year 1663. This period,

counting from the time of Champlain's death in 1635,

includes twenty-eight years. It was, of course, a period

of sufiTering to the colonists, since hardships were un-

avoidable in a new country covered by forests, occupied
|
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by savages, and having a rude climate. But, we shall

see that the trials of the early settlers were immensely
increased, owing to the Company's neglect, by the pau-

city of tlieir numbers, and the absence of means of de-

fending tliemselves rnd their property, from a nation

of savage adversaiies, than whom none more ferocious

<jver existed in the world.

Then, in lG63,when the causes alluded to had brought

the colony to the very brink of ruin, we shall see that

it passed out of the hands of the Associates, to become a

Royal Goverament. AVhen this was the case, the country

was ruled by a Supreme Council, consisting chiefly of a
Governor, a Royal Intendant, and a Bishop, until the

year 1703, when another great change took place. Thus
we have included in Part I, the period of discovery and
early settlement up to 1633, that of the Company of

Associates extending to the year 1663, and, lastly, that

of the Royal Government, which lasted one hundred
years, until 1763.

71. In relatiug the events of the second of the above
three periods, to 1663, it is best to treat of them under
three separate heads, namely, the progress made in set-

tling the country, the Indian warfare, and the religious

and^civil affau's of the colony.

73. It only remains to be stated in this chapter, that

the following persons held office as governors under the

Company of One Hundred Associates—namely, Samuel
de Champlain from 1033 to 1635; M. de Montmagny,*
from 1630 to 1648; M. d'Ailleboust, from 1648 to J (iol;

M. Jean de Lauson, from 1651 to 1656; M. Charier de
Lauson, from 1656 to 1657; M. d'Argenson, from 1 058
to 1001; M. d'Avaugour, from 1001 to 1663.

* During the interval between Champlain's death and tho :ii rival
of Ills successor, there was a teir.porary Governor, M. Bras-d' '.;r de
Cbasteaufort. Also between the departure of the second .! i. uson
and the arrival of his successor d'Argenson, M. d'Aillebou^^r i jdas
temporary Governor from 1657 to 1658.
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CHAPTER TWELFTH.
Government of the Company of Associates.—The Progress

OF Settlement up to 1663.

7*^. Tlie Company of Associates was bound by its

cluirter, as has already been stated, to carry out four

tliousand colonists before the vear 1643. Instead of

doing that, it did not transport so many as one thousand*

from first to last, during its whole existence, for we leani

from authentic sources, that there were only about
eight hundred souls in the colony, in 1648. In 160;:^,

fourteen years later, the number was less than two
tliousand. But not nearly all these were brought by

the Associates.

74. When Champlain died, in 1635, the entire colony

consisted of about two hundred and fifty persons. The
historian Charlevoix says that Canada then comprised*

a fort at Quebec, surrounded by a few miserable houses

and barracks, two or three huts on the island of Mon-
treal, the same at Tadoussac and at "a few other places on.

the St. Lawrence, used for the fishing and peltry trade*

together with the beginnings of a station at Three Rivers.

In five years more, scarcely one hundred were added to

the population. Soon afterwards, in 1642, Richelieu, the

founder of the Company, died. From that time it did

little or nothing towards augmenting the colony. It

merely sent out annually a few vessels, with merchan-
dise, to cany on the peltry traffic.

Thus the country Avas not much indebted to tlie Com-
pany of Associates for supplying it with inhabitants.

75. The neglect of the Company in this respect was,

in part, compensated from other sources.

Every year the Jesuit missionaries in Canada used to

send reports to the Superiors of their order in France.

These reports, known by the title of "The Relations

of the Jesuits," sometimes contained information about

the advantages of the country for settling in. The As-

sociates allowed them to be printed ana published in
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Paris, Jiiitl in the country panshes. The consequence

was tliat a good many people in diiferent parts of France

Avero led to emigrate. Persons of good family and for-

tune embarked for Canada, from time to time, bringing

out with them, artisans, labourers, and dependents, to

whom they engaged to assign lands on easy terms. To
such persons the Company of Associates conceded tracts

of land along the St. Lawrence, to which the name of

Seif/ueuries was given.

70. Moreover, minor r (inpanies were formed chiefly

l»y j>ious and wealthy people— for the purpose of found-

ing settlements. In 1G41 and 1642, a society, called
*^ 'I'he Company of Montreal " sent out upwards of tifty
able bodied men, equally well fitted to cultivate the

ground and to use warlike weapons. Their leader was a

noble gentleman named Maisonneuve. By him and Jiis

com i)an ions the Island of Montreal was settled, and the

city, called at first Villa Marie, was founded on May
18th, 1C42. In the course of ten years this society

brought out more than two hundred colonists, including

women and children.

IT. At the time of the foundation of Ville Marie, or

soon after, there were already about twenty seigneuries.

The most of these had been granted to different persons

near Quebec. But there were others in the vicinity of

Three Rivers, and of the newly settled Island of Montreal.
Before this period, several religious establishments had

been founded at or near Quebec. In 1G37, one, named
^*St. Joseph de Sillery, after il^s founder, was begun at a

spot ahout four miles above the citv. In 1639, the

"Ursuline Convent," and "Hotel Dieu Hospital'' of

Quebec, were established. For the work connected with
the religious establishments, as well as for clearing land
on the seigneuries, and building houses for the seigneurs,

there was need of artisans, labourers, and cultivators.

Tlicse were brought out from time to time by those who
ro(|uired their services. To shew how considerably the
religious orders contributed to the increase of the col-

ony, it is only necessary to mention that the Sulpicians,
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who had acquired the island of Montreal in 1644, after-

wards imported no less than five hundred inhabitants

within the space of five years.

78« Some time between 1650 and 1600, a peculiar

mode of supplying the colony with Avork people \\i\^

introduced. It was a system Which continued in use

for a long time.

Every ship's captain bound for America, was requireu

to carry out a certain number of young men, called "eii

gages," who were obliged to work for employers in tin

colony during three years, at fixed wages, with food and
lodging. The captiims parted with the young men to

those requiring them, receiving a certain sum of money
in each case to cover the expense of the passage from
France. On the expiration of the three years' service,

the engages were free to become settlers on the land or

to engage in other occupations.

79, To furnish wives for the colonists, young women
of good character were brought out under the auspice?

of religious persons of their own sex. They were at

first selected from among oj'phan girls, brought up at

the general hospital in Paris at the cost of the king, and
thence called "the king's daughters." Afterwards, in

order to procure persons of strong constitutions, and
better fitted to perform the various kinds of work likely

to b(3 required in the colonies, the selection of the female

emigrants, of this class, was made among the inhabitants

of the country parishes.

80. By the various means which have been mention-
ed, the colony became gradually more and more settled,

in 8i)ite of the neglect of the Company of Associates

and other serious hindrances related in the ensuing

chapter. Before the year 1663, when the company was
suppressed, the population numbered from 2000 to

2500 souls.*

After this date, it will be seen that the increase was
much more rapid.

* Registers of births, marriages, and deaths began to be kept at

Quebec in May 1631, tip to 1640, the number of marriages was 23,

Between 1640 and 1663, the number was 180.
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CHAPTER THIRTEENTH.

Government of the Company of Associates.—Indian

Hostilities.

SI. The enmity of the Iroquois tribes towards the

I-rench colonists and their Indian allies afflicted the

( oidiiies like a scourge during all the earlier times of its

jiistory. Having tiieir head-quarters situated to the

sou til of Lake Ontario, where the Five Nations occupied

live distinct bourgades, they were easily able to beset

Jill the water communications of Canuda. The Eastern-

most of the five nations, the Agniers or Mohawks, fre-

((uented the region of the Lake Champlain and the river

Hichelieu. By these routes thevcame when they pleased

into the St. Lawrence and infested the French settle-

ments. Westward of the Mohawks, the Oneidas, Onon-
dcigiis, Oayugas and Senecas, could, with equal ease, find

their way into Lake Ontario, and so cross to its North-

ern shores, or descend into the lower St. Lawrence.

In the time of their greatest strength these tribes

could muster upwards of 2500 warriors. The war parties

which annually assailed Canada, seem to have been
generally composed of members belonging to several or

jiil of the tribes; but the wiiole of the tribes seldom
acted entirely in concert in their dealings with the
French.

8*^. In 1627, Champlain so far conciliated the Iro-

<|iiois that they, for the time, forgave his interi'crence

between them and their enemies, the Hiirons and Al-

uoii((uins, and a sort of doubtful peace was settled. But,
;is the Iroquois were a very restless and ambitious race,

they never remained long at peace with any other tribes

wliose hunting grounds bordered on theirs. In fact,

tliey proved more than a match for the other Indians
on Jill sides of them. The Hurons and Algonquins, also,

hated them, and nothing that the French could do
served to keep these and the Iroquois friends.

After Champlain's return to the country, in 1633, and
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throughout the whole period of tlio governorship of his

successor, Montmagiiy, there was scarcely any cessation

of Indian hostilities. Sometimes, in isolated encounters,

the Hurons and Algonquins were victorious. But, gen-

erally, the Iroquois prevailed. Wherever the Canadian
Indians were to be found their implacable enemies
ca.ue upon them and dealt out death and destruction.

The French proved powerless to protect their allies,

and could scarcely beat off the attacks made upon their

own quarters.* In 1640, the Iroquois came in such
numbers that the safety of the colony was, for a time,

despaired of. In 1643 and 1644, the settlei-s on tho

island of Montreal were subjected to constant attacks.

They could hardly cultivate the ground without tlu;

Iroquois appearing, and cutting off those who did not
instantly retire within the enclosures. On the 30tli

of March in the year last named, Maisonneuvc had a
pitched battle witn them on the spot now called the

rlace d'Armes. Although he defeated them and pnt
them to flight, yet, with liis small numbers, he was too

prudent to pursue them. M. d'Ailleboust, afterwards

fovernor, had arrived in the island with recruits from
'ranee and rendered much valuable aid to Maisonneuvc.

In 1645 a truce, which, however, endured only a short

time, was entered into between the French and the Iro-

quois, at Three Rivers.

83, In 1646, and several years following, warftire

between the Iroquois and the Indians of Canada was
waged with extreme ferocity. Many of the French were

* The Indians, on both sides, now used fire-arms.

Often, tlie sl^ins and furs brought down by the Hurons, were intei

-

cepted by prowling parties of Iroquois, and, Instead of reaching the
French stations on the St. Lawrence, round their way to the Dutch
on the Hudson. The Iroquois were so bold now, and the French so
weak, that when proposals for peace were made to them, the people
of the five nations insisted that the French should forsake their allies,

the Hurons and Algonquins.
Once while a parley was going on at Three Rivers b.>tween the Iro-

quois and the French, some Huron canoes with skins from the upper
St. Lawrence came in sight. Immediately, the barbarians broke up
the conference, leajxjd into their canoes and pounced upon the

Hurons to attack and rob them within view of their French friends.

^
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slain and very g^reat alarm and distress prevailed in the

colony.

Amongst those who were killed, were several priests

and a number of Missionaries engaged in converting the

Indians. The Mohawks massacred the Jesuit father,

Jognes, in the year last named. In 1648 and U>40,

Daniel, Breboeui and Gabriel Lalemant, were put to

death, while serving at their Missionary Stations among
the Hurons.
The circumstances attending the end of these devoted

men were of a very touching nature. A brief account

of them will serve to shew both the spirit which ani-

mated the missionaries of those days, and the fiendish

disposition of their Iroquois tormentors.

Daniel was in one of the Huron bourgades in July
1G48, calling the people to take part in religious exer-

cises. Most of the warriors were absent. A strong

force of Iroquois came upon the place. Most of the

people retired for refuge into the rudely constructed

chapel, the few defenders being at the palisades. The
Iroquois soon broke through these and fell upon the

Chapel. Daniel said to the terrified Hurons around him
**fly, brethren! as for me, here I must stay, and here I

will die." Urging them to flee by the rear of the build-

ing, he himself passed through the main door, which he
closed behind him, and suddenly confronted the assail-

ants. The truculent Iroquois hesitated for a moment
at the sight of Daniel in his missionary robes, thus fear-

lessly advancing. But soon a shower of arrows and
musket balls put an end to his life, and he fell dead
uttering the name of Christ. The Iroquois set the

chapel on fire and flung the body of Daniel into the

flames.

Breboeuf and Lalemant experienced a more dreadful
fate. They were serving at a missionary station, named
by the French St. Ignatius, among the Hurons. On the
morning of March 16th, 1649, the place was assaulted
by about one thousand Iroquois. The Huron warriors,

sending away the women and children to the nearest
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bonrgade, called St. Louis, defended the palisades. They
desired the two missionaries to save themselves, as war
was not their business. Brebceuf told them in reply,

that, at such a time, something more than fire and steel

was wanted, which he and his companion alone could

administer.

The palisades were soon forced. Brebceuf and Lalc-

niant remaining behind to console the wounded and
dying, the surviving Hurons tried to save themselves by
flight, while the Iroquois seized the Missionaries and
dragged them along into the town. According to custom,
their savage captors compelled them to run the gaunt-
let, dramng themselves up in two rows, and dealing out
blows upon the missionaries as they passed between.

Brebceuf and Lalemant were then placed not far from
each other fastened to posts. The torture of the Huron
Captives was going on around them.

Brebceuf with a fearless aspect consoled the sufferers,

addressing them in their own language, and declaring

God's judgments against unbelievers. While some cut

off the hands of Brebceuf, and pieces of flesh from hi.s

arms, others applied heated iron to the body of Lale-

mant. Presently, red hot hatchets were connected and
hung round then* necks like collars. Regardless of the

pain Brebceuf continued to speak to his converts and to

warn his persecutors. Tiiis so incensed these cruel

wretches that they cut off his lips and thrust a burnino
brand into his mouth. Lalemant tried to approach his

fellow martyr, but was ruthlessly prevented. When his

tormentors had at length tried every species of device

without succeeding in causing Breboeuf to manifest tlu^

kast outward sign of suffering, they tore off his scalp

and poured hot water over his head, in mockery of the
rite of baptism. They called him, at the same time,

by liis Huron name, saying **Bchon! you say that

people's reward will be greater in heaven, the more
they suffer here; thank us then for what we make you
now endure!"
The narrative, from which the foregoing particulars are
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be sufferers.

tiiken, ends thus : "The eye of the martyr was now dim,

jiiul the torturers, from first to last unable to wring

from him one sigh of pain, were eager to close the scene.

Hacking off his feet, they clove open his chest, tore out

liis noble heart, and devoured it!" *

Lulemant's torments were prolonged until the fol-

lowing day, when a savage, by a sudden blow with his

roiniihawk, put an end to his sufferings.

iS4. xlfter the last gi'eat attack upon the Huron na-

tion, in 1649, the Hurons were utterly broken up and
dispersed. Some fled to join tribes of savages north-

wards and westwards, others went into captivity amongst
tiu'ir conquerors. The relics of the nation dispersed

tlieniselvos among the other Canadian Indians, or came
in considerable bodies down the 8t. Lawrence, to dwell

under French protection near Quebec.

85. The conquest of the Hurons did not put an end
to tlie Iroquois incursions into Canada, but rather in-

creased them. At Ville-Marie and Three Rivers, they
continued to persecute the French with their attacks.

The year 165S was one of carnage and great distress,

and, although the French usually succeeded in beating
off their enemies from the trading stations, yet they
always lost some of their own people while the numbers
of their assailants seemed continually to increase. In
1G55, the Iroquois came to attack the Hurons who were
under Frencli protection near Quebec. Many Hurons
had, by this time, been established near the end of the
Island' of Orleans, within sight of the city. Here num-
bers of these unhappy refugees were killed or earned off

in sight of their protectors.

Such attacks were several times repeated, until the

few survivors were brought over and established close

to the city.

' Some of Breboeuf s remains were afterwards brought to Quebec,
including his head. His relatives in France, who belonged to a noble
family, sent out a hollow silver bust, which, with Breboeuf's skull
enclosed and placed under a glass covering, is now to be seen at the
lI'itel-Dieu Hospital, Quebec.
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86. It must not be supposed that the colonists made
no efforts to procui'e assistance against the Iroquois
from France. Such endeavours were repeatedly made,
tlirough applications to the Court, accompanied by com-
plaints against the Associates. But France was too
much occupied with her own troubles at home to give
heed to her distant children.

Maisonneuve, however, as well as d'Ailleboust, made
visits to France and succeeded in raising some recruits

for the colony, on each occasion. These merely served
to ward off utter destruction.

The successive governors, Montmagny, d'Ailleboust,

de Lauzon and Argenson, proved altogether powerles;?,

with the small forces at their command, to put down
those relentless enemies of the colony.

87. At length, tow^ards 1660, the affairs of the coun-
try seemed to be on the brink of ruin. The Iroquois

were mv.re pressing than ever, and caused it to be inti-

mated that they intended to destroy, or drive away, all

the French. In pursuance of this object a large body
—said to number about twelve hundred—made prepa-

rations for assailing Ville-Marie first, then Three Rivers,

and, finally, Quebec.
At all these places the French were thrown into a

great state of alarm, bat made every possible arrange-

ment for repelling them. Such was the state of feeling

everywhere, that nearly all considered the case of the

colony hopeless.

88. At this juncture, a remarkable act of heroism
gave anotlier turn to affairs.

A band of forty-four Huron refugees, passed up the

St. Lawrence from Quebec to Three Hivers, and thence

to Ville-Marie, with the intention of revisiting their

ancient hunting grounds. They also meant to do any
injury they could to small war parties of Iroquois wiiom
they might fall in with. At Ville-Marie, a French Cap-
tain, named Doilard, joined them with seventeen fol-

lowers. The whole t!ien went on together and began
to ascend the Ottawa. Near some rapids, Doilard and
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his party became aware that the Iro([Uois were at hand^

{ind threw themselves into a species of fort, on the river-

bank, formed of the trunks and branches of trees.

Their vigilant adversaries soon found them out, and
proceeded to attack them, to the number of six or seven

juuidrod.

Instead of making an easy prey of Dollard and his

6inall band of Frenchmen and llurons,* the Iroquois

found themselves repulsed a great number of times.

For eight days they continued their assaults with the

ureatest ferocity, losing many of their people.

At length they effected an entrance into the well-de-

lliided post. But the survivors would not submit, pre-

tVriiiig to sell their lives as dearly as possible.

In the end Dollard and all his band, excepting one or
Wo Hurons, who escaped, perished, after slaughtering

11 groat number of Iroquois.

The gallant resistance made by Dollard and a mere
liandful of French and llurons against more than twenty
times their number of warriors, made snch an impres-

sion on tlie minds of the Iroquois, that they gave up
their designs against the colony and moved off to their

own settlements with all their force.

The colony, in fact, was saved. Information of Dol-
lard's exploit was brought to Ville-Marie and Quebec by
li.o escaped Hurons and excited the greatest joy and
tiiankt'uiness. Of course the loss of the band of brave
moil was also deplored.

89. Some advantage was taken by the Governor,
then M. d'Aro-ens(m—of the result of the last vear's-

incursion, by sonding a Jesuit missionary, named Le
Moyne, to prepare tlie way for peace with the five na-
tions. The weakness, however, of the French, was too

well known to those barbarians. They continued to

send forward their war parties as they pleased. The

* According to some accounts most of the Hurons who had accom-
panied Dollard from Ville-Marie, had hy this time left him. Conse-
quently the whole band consisted of but eighteen Frenchmen and
ton or a dozen Hurons. (•I
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slaughter of Frencli and Indians went on as before so

that, it is recorded, in the year 1061, "nothing was to

be seen, between Tadoussac and Montreal, but traces of

havoc and bloodshed." D'Argenson's health broke down
in vain endeavours to protect the colony.

In the meantime, the arrival of a new Governor, M.
d'Avaugour, followed by that of four hundred soldiers,

caused some joy and the revival of the hopes of tlie

inhabitants.* But the best they could do was merely
to hold their own; besides, dissensions had arisen among
the chief officials, and, to add to the general distress^

the country was ravaged by a disease which carried ol!

French and Indians alike. Such was the state of things

towards the close of 1662.

Imm
'I

CHAPTER FOURTEENTH.

Government of the Company of Associates.—Civil and

Religious Affairs up to the Year 1663.

90. The affairs of the colony, during the time of the

Company of Associates, were presided over by the sev-

eral Governors whose names have already been given at

•" The Frencli colonists were obliged to have their fire-arms near
while engaged upon any Avork, such "as soAving seed, felling trees, and
gathering their crops. Sometimes the skulking Iroquois would lie

in wait for days together watching for stragglers, and for opportu-
nities of shooting down and scalping Frenchmen. This was partic-

ularly the case on the Island of Montreal, where the French had a

x\v iber of small wooden forts or redoubts for the colonists to retire

in ^ in cases of sudden attack. If the French were careless and went
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the close of our eleventh chapter. The Company itself

liud the right of appointing the Governors. But for

some reason it requested that they should be named by

the King. Their commissions were usually made out

lor three years and then renewed for a like intci'val, or

successors named.
The Governors, in addition to being charged with the

oversight of the Company's interests -within the colony,

were commissioned as the King's Lieutenants and rcp-

reL-;entatives. They commanded the few troops that

were then allowed to go out, and were required to pro-

vide for the defence of the country against all foes.

Tl^ey also administered justice, in regard to ^\hich

they had one or two principal officials acting under

them.
When the station at Three Rivers was established in

€haniplain's time, a Commandant or local Governor
was a[)[)ointed to command there ; also at the island of

;Mt)ntreal, after the year 1642. One or other of these

Commandants usually became temporary chief of the

colony in the interval between the death or removal of

a Governor and the arrival of his successor.

Both the Indians and the French were taught to re-

gard the Governor as representing the kine^'s person and
inpowered to exercise the royal authority. The Indians

styled Montmagny the *•' Ononthio." To the King of

France they applied the name " Great Ononthio."

91. The immediate successors of Champlain, to 1663,

were for the most part men of talent and courage, and
remarkable for their piety.

Montmagny, in the large way of speaking not uncom-
mon in those days, was described as a man " wdio left

behind him an eternal memory of his prudence and sar

any (.""islanee from their enclosures they were almost sure to be fired
upon. On O'^.tober 25th, 1(3(31, a priest named Vignal, >veut with a
small party o^ frenchmen to examine some works constructed for
tlie Sulpieians on the island. A body of Iroquois like enraged wolves
threw themselves upon them, killed several and severely wounded
.;ii(l captured Vi<i-nal whom they dragged off and treated in the most
brutal manner until he died.

ft
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gacity." He, tis well as d'Ailleboust,* the de Lausoris»

and d'Argensoii, are all spoken of, in terms of high
commendation, by members of the early religious houses,

whose writings have been preserved. After d'Argenson,

there came, as Governors, d'Avaugour and de Mesy,
whom tlie same writers mention less favourably, on ac-

count of differences they had with the ecclesiastics. We
are told by them that d Ailleboust, and the two de Lau-
sons, were " worthy successors of Champlain for their

interest ^n roligion and concern for the country." Of
d'Aroenson it was written "he was an accomplished
gentleman, one who always proved himself a model of

the rarest virtue."

But notwithstanding their abilities and virtues, these

early Governors had so little real power to advance the

country's interests and such a fearful contest to wage
with the Iroquois, that the most useful result accom-
plished by them was to prevent the utter ruin of the

colony. We recall their memory now, chieiiy as of men
who belonged to " the heroic age of Canada.^'f

9^. We have now to speak of the religious affairs.

Without attending to these it is impossible for the

learner to acquire a coiTcct knowledge of the course of

Canadian history. We have seen that the earliest reli-

gious wants of the colonists and the duties amongst the

Indians were supplied by members of the Franciscan
order called RecoUets. Then a few Jesuits came out in

1625.

After the ruin of the colony in 1629, and the restora-

tion in 1633, the Jesuits, without the Recollets,J per-

formed the religious duties. Up to the year 1659, there

was no bishop in Canada.
93, In 1631), the two earliest establishments of female

* M. d'Ailleboust ended his life in Canada. As has been already
stated, he acted as Governor a second time, from 1657 to 1658. Theii
be retired to Montreal where he died in 1660.

t This was said by a modern Govenior, Lord £l^in, in reference to

them and their successors up to the end of the century.

X The Recollets did not resume service in Canada uctil 1670.
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de Lausoiis, religions orders were founded at Quebec. They were
the'Hotel Dieu Hospital, for the care of the sick, and
the Convent of the Ursulines, for the tuition of French
and Iiuliun girls.

The Hotel Dieu was founded by a French lady of

rank, the Duchess d'Aiguillon. She provided the cost

of its construction and endowment, and sent out the fir^t

three nurses, or Hospitalieres, taken out of a religious

community of the same kind at Dieppe.

1)4. The foundress of the Ursuline Convent was ** Ma-
deleine de Chauvigny," better known as "Madame de

la Peltrie." She came out at the same time as the Hos-
pitalieres, and in company with the first superior and
two nuns of the future convent.

The tbundress and first superior of the convent were
Aciy remarkable persons, so that the young reader will

be pleased to have a few particulars of them mentioned
in this place.

Mudamo de la Peltrie was a very beautiful and wealthy
French lady, who was left a wid.ow at the early age of

twenty-two years. She read the Jesuit Relations, which
have been alluded to before, and by that of the year 1635,

her religious fervor in behalf of the Indians was so much
excited, that she resolved to devote the rest of her life

and her property to the work of providing for the in-

struction of the young savages of her own sex in Canada,
as well as that of the daughters of the French colonists.

Her relatives opposed her design in vain, and in a vessel

laden with necessaries and furniture for the Hospita-
lieres and Ursulines, she crossed the ocean to Canada.
She landed at Quebec on August 1st, 1639, and was, with
her companions, received by Governor Montmagny, with
all tlie joy and ceremony which it was possible to dis-

play. The savages were delighted and astonished on
first beholding Madame de la Peltrie, and her com-
panions, clothed in strange garments such as had never
before been seen in the colony. Madame de la Peltrie

caused the simple Indians to be told that she and her
attendants were "daug' ^ jrs of chiefs of France, who,

t

1*

;
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for love of them had left country, friends, and all tlic

delights of their native land, to instruct their children

and save them from everlasting destruction.-' Madame
de la Peltrie was of an ardent and romantic disposition,

but she never ceased co devote all her energies to the

task she had undertaken. After the convent was built,

she erected a small stone house in its vicinity for her
own residence. The convent was burned down* in 1650,

but was again rebuilt.

Madame de la Peltrie lived till tlie year 1671, when
she died at the age of 68, having- s])ent thirty-two years

MADAJli; Oi; LA rELTIUE.

of her life in Canada. The institution which she ibund-

ed exists to this day. Although it did not effect a great

deal in one of its objects—the instruction of Indian

girls—it has afforded education to many thou-iinds of

the daughters of French colonists in the generations

which have followed the times of Madame de la Peltrie,

as well as to not a few of those belonging to a different

faith.

95. The principal associate of the foundress, and first

superior of the convent at Quebec, was Marie Guyart,

originally the daughter of a silk manufacturer c^f Tours.

She also"^ was a widow, left, at tlie age of 1 0, with one

son, from whom she afterwards separated, to be<?ome a

member of the Ursulines in her native town.
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r of ToiTi's.

At the very time wlieu In Peltrie was desiring to go

out to Canada, Marie Guyart, at Tours, was eageny

wishing to devote herself to the same work—tliat of

assisting to found an establishment of her order among
the lieathens of New-France. Circumstances brought

about an acquaintance between the two zealous women,
and Marie Gruyart thankfully entered into la Peltrie's

design. She proved to be a person of extraordinary

mental endowments, as well as wonderful ability to

adapt herself to the peculiar wants of the position she

came to occupy at Quebec. This required, among other

qualifications, great tact and aptitude for ordinary busi-

ness.

She, and her colleagues, on arriving in Canada, set

about learning the Huron and Algonquin languages. It

is recorded that in less than three months she became
familiar enough with those tongues to converse with

the savages, and to enter upon the tuition of the Indian

girls. Her instructor was the Jesuit father Le Jeune,

the former friend of Champlain—the same whose words
in the lldation of 1635 had incited la Peltrie to under-
take her mission to Canada.*

Marie Guyart is best known by her religious designa-

tion of " Ste. Marie de ITncarnation." Many of her let-

lers have been preserved, and prove her to have been a
person of immense zeal and great mental ability. They
contain a good deal of information about the general pro-

gress of the colony.

Shehved until the year 1672, when she died at the a^e
of 73. Her decease followed that of La Peltrie witliin six

months, and produced a profound impression through-
out the colony, as she was universally beloved by both
French and Indians.

90. The Hotel-Dien at Montreal was begun by Jeanne

* This worthy ecclesiastic has the honour of meritin^s: the title of the
earliest schoolmaster in Canada. In the year 1(532, he had a class of
young sava2:e8 at Quebec whom he instructed with so much zeal
and satisfaction to himself that he declared in a letter, "he would
not change his position for that of professor in any Uuivevsitv of
Europe."'
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Mance in 1642. The valiiint and pious Maisonneuvc-
brought her out for that purpose when he came to settle

the island and to found Ville-Marie. The Queen of

France and her court ladies cncoura<5ed the undertaking,
which was aided with a considerable sum of money by

a wealthy widow nnmed de Bullion.

A few years latnr, steps were taken which led to the

foundation of the establishments of "la Congregation
de A'otre-Djime de Montreal/' The beginning was made
by a nun, "Marguerite l^)urgeois." The intention wa*

MALQUEUITE UOUUGEOIS.

to provide, at Ville-Marie, the opportunities furnished

at Quebec by the UrsuHnes. At that time, 1653, there

were ])ut fifty families on the island and few children

fit to become scholars.

In the year 1658, the foundation was completed so a.^

to be in full operation. It grew in course of time to bf-

a very extensive undertaking, providing education for

many thousands of children.

97. About the same time, after numerous additions

had l)een made to the priests and missionaries of the
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cfdony, Miiisonnenve procured the appointment of four

more to serve at Ville-Mario. Amongst them was M.

(Ic Queylus, who came out in 1657 to take a sort of

ohurge of rehgious affairs in Canada. He went to Ville-

Mane first and then took np his quarters at (Juebec.

Small places of worj^hip had begun to be elected out-

;6ide the city where Mie settlements were most populous.

Be Queylus, however, did not agree well with tlie

Jesuits.

In fact, tlie need of an acknowledged head over the af-

fairs of the church in the colony was now felt, both by the

clergy themselves, and by the inhabitants. It was ex-

pected that de Queylus might be placed in that posi-

tion. But the authorities in France thought otherwise.

A member of one of the best French families—Francois
Laval of the house of Montmorency—was appointed,
with the title of Vicar Apostolic of New-France. He
had really the rank of a Bishop, and exercised the powers
of one in Canada from the first.
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Laval arrived at Quebec in June 1659. He was ac-

couipanicd by a number of priests, who were not of the

Jesuit order, and who were soon employed in such a

way as to leave the Jesuits free to attend to their mis-

sionary work.

From this time the religious affairs of the colony

began to be placed on a more regular footing than be-

fore. The inhabitants were required to contribute

towards the support of their pastors, at the rate of one-

thirteenth of their revenues from the cultivation of the
ground, or derived from the forest, the chase, or the

waters. The amount of this tax gave rise to some dif-

ficulties, and it was afterwards altered to one-twenty-
eixtli instead of one-thirteenth.

Durnig upwards of thirty years after his first arrival,

Laval continued to have an influence in the aftairs in

Canada. He was the first Bishop of Quebec, though not

regularly appointed as such until the year 1GT;3.

1)8# in connection with this part of our subject, it is

necessary to take some notice of a matter which was,

in those days, a fruitful cause of dissension amongst
the leading officials, and of trouble amongst the inhab-
itants.

The object which most of the friends of Canada had
in view, in assisting to establish the colony, was the ad-
vancement of religion, and especially the conversion of

the Indians.

Uiihcippily the course of traffic, both at. the French
stations on the St. l^awrence, and at the Dutch estab-

lislimonts on the Hudson, made the savages familiar

with intoxicating liquors.

The poor Indians became excessively fond of them.
The vice of drunkenness spread amongst their tribes far

and wide, leading to innumerable evils.

The consequence was, the work of the missionaries
was seriously intert'ered with. Tlv? exhortations and di-

rections of tlie i)riests and their office came to be less re-

spected. One of the oldest missionaries, in describing
these evils, stated 1 hat the fruits of the labour of twenty-
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cioflit years were thrown away. Quarrelling, idleness,

liioodsnetl, and excesses of all kinds, among the Indian

cv>nvorts, brought roligion into contempt.

The jH'iests exerted themselvos against those evils.

'I'lie governors, generally, and especially Montmagny
and his successor d'Ailleboust, punished such disorders

wiih severity. But the Company's agents and traders,

caring only ior the proHts of the fur ira<le, sui)plied in-

t(»xicating drink to Frenchmen and savages ahke.

Laws were adopted prescril)ing imprisonment, and, in

certain cases, tlie punishment of death.

Some of the governors thought the evils were not so

great as the clergy represented them to he. The latter

urged that the introduction of ardent spirits into the

rolony should be entirely prohibited. The traders al-

li'ged that if this were done the Company would have
no business and that the Indian hunters would carry

tlieir fnrs to the Dutch and English. D'Argensou and
(TAvaugour desired to ioUow a middle course.

Tlie consequence was a good deal of dissension among
tlie authorities.

When M. Laval arrived in 1C50, the evils arising from
tlie liquor traffic were at their height. He took part

with his clergy. When he could not prevail with d'Ar-

genson to enforce the law against it, he sent complaints
to the Court of France and brought about the governoi*'s

recall.

The same difficulty occurred with (FAvaugour. After
making several appeals to France in vain, Laval went to

Paris to lay his complaints in person before the king.

99. The evils arising from the liriuor traffic, includ-

ing the dissensions alluded to, conjoined to the other
results proceeding from the neglects of the Company
of Associates and from the continued hostility of the
Iroquois, rendered the case of the colony truly deplor-
able. Between IGGO and 100.3 matters* became worse
and worse until at lengtli the Court of France was in-

duced to apply a remedy. This was fourfold.

It consisted in suppressing the Company of Associ-



88 ROYAL GO VEUyMEST.
»

li ^

!h

it

III-

'f.J ,

i'.

ates, creating Canada a Royal Government, providi.i;^^

more effectually for increasing the number of colonic 1.-.

and, finally, sending out troops and munitions of v nr

to put an cud to the incursions of the Iroquois.

CHAPTER FIFTEENTH.

Canada in tife Year 1663.

—

The New Form of Government.
— Fhe Supreme Council.—M. Gaudais.—Uncommon <; •-

CURRENCKS IN I663.
,

100. The information contained in the last tluvu

chai)ters shews us what state the colony was in towards
the year IfICo—the i)opulation only about two thoustuui

souls, harassed almost to death by the fierce Iroquois,

and its internal affairs, both civil and religious, dis-

turbed bv discord.

But her case was now taken in hand by the mother
country and a new face altogether put upon her condi-

tion and prospects. The first thing to be done was to

put an end to the control of the Company of Associates.

By a royal edict, dated in Febniary 1663, the King of

France took into his own hands all the rights which
had been conferred in 1628. The reasons assigned were

the company's failure to send out enough of colonists,

and its present inability to provide properly either for

the settlement of tlie country or its defence against the

Iroquois.

Next, by another edict of April, 1663, New-France

was declared to be a Royal Government—that is, a Pro-

vince under the direct rule of the king. To carry out

this measure a local governing body was created called

the Sovereign Council.

Thirdly, to deliver the colony from its immediate and

pressing causes of distress, some troops and munitions

of war were ordered out to Quebec, along with a nuni-
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ber of new oflBcials. These were soon to be followed by a

more considerable body of soldiers, under a commander
of high rank, with instructions to place all the affairs

<){ tlie colony on a proper footing, and to destrop^ or

thoroughly chastise, its enemies the Iroquois. Mean-

while, until these last measures could be carried out,

the king granted most of the requests which M. Laval

had to make respecting the liquor traffic, and the future

management of affairs affecting religion and the Indians.

The fact is, Louis XIV had then an excellent minis-

MONSEIQNEUR DE LAVAT^.

ter, named Colbert, who knew what was good for France
jind her colonies, and who now, and for twenty years

afterwards, shewed himself a wise and powerful friend

to Canada.*

101. The new constitution for the Province was as

* Colbert had great influence with the king, but could not prevent
his enormous extravagance, and the long and costly ware undertaken
\)\ Louis in Europe, which so impoverished Franco, and so took up
her attention there, that Canada came again to suffer from neglect.
The young reader in studying the history of this colony must bear
these things in mind, as they greatly affected its welfare and progress.
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follows:—All acts of government wore to be in the name
of the Kin<»:. A iSovereign or Snpivme Council was ap-

pointed, consisting of the (jovernor, the Bishops, and
the Royal Intendant, together with an Attorney Gen-
eral, chief Clerk, and four Counsellors named hy the

three first mentioned officials. The Koyal Intendant
was to preside and take the votes at meetings of the

Council.

^
10!!^. The principal function of tlie Council was to

sit as a Hio^h Court of Justice, but all matters of busi-

ness affecting the welfare of the country could be con-
sidered and voted upon.

103. The united assent of Governor, Bishop, and
Intendant, was necessary in the appointment of any
other member of the Council.

104. The respective powers and duties of the Gov-
ernor, Bishop and Intendant, were not very clearly

defined, for King Louis was an arbitrary person, anil

never was willing for his officers to feel in the least de-

gree independent of his control.

105. But, to speak generally, the Governor's duties

were much tlic same as heretofore. He was the head

of the colony, commander of the troops and of such

colonists as might serve in the capacity of volunteers, or

militia, and took the direction of all affairs relating to

intercourse with the Indian tribes and with foreigners.

The Governor's power, however, was not considered so

absolute as formerly in regard to the punishment of

criminals, or the decision of questions usually referred

to courts of justice. To the colonists, to the Indians,

and to foreigners, the Governor represented the king's

person. In regard to religious affairs, the Bishop had
certain i)owers granted to him, but the taxation, or

system of tythes, was under control of the Council.

100. The Koyal Intendant was a very important
officer, having charge of affairs wh.ich in the present day
would be entrusted to several departments or boards

—

such as those of finance, police, public works, trade and
commerce.

\

m^
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of tlic Gov-

tho least dc-

107. The Councillors, whose number was afterwards

increased from four to twelve, deliberated and voted

upon all matters laid before tlie Council.

Such was the governing body by which the local

atlairs of Canada were ruled for nearly one hundred
vears subsequent to 1GG3.

108. The inhabitants were allowed little or no con I rol

in regard to the management of any public matters.*

All the real power was lodged in the hands of the three

principal members of the Council, who were able, also^

to oxercise some influence upon the conduct of each

orlier's business in their respective departments.

109. Although, as yet, there was no actual Bishop
tor Canada, M. Laval, as Vicar Apostolic, had the pow-
ers and i)rivile"^es of one.

no. In order to assist in starting the new form of
government, a special officer, M. Gaudais, was sent out
from France. He was to report upon the state of things,

to see that the forms required in Courts of Justice were
attc'iuled to, and to cause every person in the colony to

swear fealty to King Louis AlV. M. Gaudais visited

'i'hreu Rivers and Ville-Marie, and assisted in the estab-

lish in;i of the Courts of Justice in these places. He
.s»ou afterwards returned to France.

111. On the 15th September, 1663, the first Governor
under the new form of government, namely M. de Mesy,
arrived at Quebec. He had been apj)ointed on the re-

conmiendation of Bishop Laval, with whom he was on
the best terms of friendship before leaving France and
on the passage out. But he had scarcely entered upon
his office before he and the Bishop disagreed. Other
unpleasant incidents occurred which will be referred to

ill the ensuing chapter.

11*^. In course of the year 1G63, the inhabitants of
Canada witnessed many shocks of earthquakes, which
Averc of longer continuance and more violent than have
occurred since. During the same year, some remark-

•^ At tiist the inhabitants of Quebec were allowed to elect an official

called a Syndic or Guardian of Habitations.
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able sights had been seen, of which it may be proper to

make mention.
In those days the only persons who paid attention to

the study of natnre were the ministers of religion; the

l)eople generally were ignorant, crednlons, and super-

stitious. We have from the historian Cluirlevoix, and
also from the Relations of the Jesuits^ already mcn-
tionc^d, the accounts of those earthcjuakcs and remark-
able sights. To begin with the latter, it is recorded

that, in the first week of January, there was an appear-

ance in the heavens of two mock suns, on^ on eacli side

of the real sun. Above the three oi"l)s was a sort of

crown or arch brightly coloured. The appearance lasted

two hours and excited the notice of all. It was repeated

on the 14th day of the month.
A short time before, namely towards the end of 10«i*^,

a very brilliant meteor had been seen, both at Quebec
and at Ville-Marie, at which latter place, the spectators

beheld it like a great fiery orb passing above and l)einnd

Mount Royal. These wonderful siglits were followed,

later in the year 1G63, by a great eclipse of the sun.

Most of the particulars of these natural wonders were
placed on record by the Jesuit Fathers, in such a way a>

to shew, that, although surrounded by forests, and sav-

ages, and ignorant people, these men paid attention to

events belo'iging to the science of Astronomy. But the

<'artliquakes of 16G3 were more alarming occurrences.

They were, it is related, so violent as to change the sur-

face of a great part of the country through which the

St. Lawrence flows—altering the bedsof smaller streams
])roducing hollows in some places and elevations of hind

ill others. It is even said that hills and mountains wer •

lifted up and thrown down in the mass. Yet, wonderful
to relate, no human being or animal is reported to have
been lost or injured. But the unusual sights and sounds
which accompanied the earthquakes are recorded to

have occasioned verv great alarm.

The narrators, in describing these things, speak with

satisfaction of the effects produced on people's minds

—

\
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sjiving "when God spoaks, man must needs listen.

Many hardened sinners have been converted by what
they saw and heard." *

.

Although the earthquakes were most violent in the

commencement, yet they continued, from time to time,

(luring the greater part of the year 1GG3. A writer in

I ho Jesuits' fielations says they extended over a suri'aco

i)f '^5,000 square leagues.'

113« The new Governor, Do Mesy, and M. Laval,

were accompanied by a great number of persons, includ-

ing about one hundred families of colonists. With these

tliere were many domestic animals, agricultural imple-

ments and seeds. There had not been so gi'eat a bustle

at Quebec since Champlain, about thirty years before,

liad returned to his post, after the restoration of Canada
to France by England.

CHAPTER SIXTEENTH.

Laval, Frontenac and Talon.—De Mesy.—Dissensions in

THE Council.—Marquis de Tracy, Viceroy.—His Duties.

—Death of De Mesy.—The Carignan Regiment.

1 14. Referring to the divisions of our subject given
ill ji former chapter, it is Sv ' that Canada, under the

Sovereign Council, remainea a Roval Government of
France for the space of nearly one nundred years.

* The celebrated Superior of the institution fcanded by Madame
<lt' la Peltrle gives a particular account of the effects at Quebec. She
snys "The first shock occurred February 5th 1663, In the evening,
w ht'u the weather was serene. A great noise was heard, a humming
iw)nnd, resembling that of heavy carriages rolling swiftly over paved
ways. Then we heard, coming from above the earth, and from below,
and on all sides, a confused sound, like the rushing of waves, which
caused horror. There was a thick dust spread around, doors open-
xwi and shutting of themselves, the bells of all our churches and
clocks rin^ng of themselves, steeples and walls shaking like trees in
a ofieat wmd, domestic creatures howling—in a word, eveiy person
and animal so terrified that it was thought to be the eve of the day
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Durinff the first fortv voars of Koviil (rovcnim'jur

the colony had, besides one X'ieerny, six Uovcrnors, t\v

Bishops, and seven Intendants.*

Although many of these sixteen fiinetionaries weiv
really men of note, in their times, and posses!!ed of

noble qualities, three of the number far suri)assi'd tlu-

others. These were, Bishop Laval, who ttourisljed from
1658 to 1G88, (jovernor Frontenac. between lOT'i and
1698, and Intendant Jean 'lalon. Talon was, to Cana-
da, what the great French minister Colbert f was to

France, and althongh he lived in the colony only five

years, did a very great deal towards its settlement and
progress, then and afterwards.

Of Laval and Frontenac, it is enough to say, in this

place, that a full account of their lives and actions would

of judgment. These things, so uncommon, made different iinjnvs-

sions on our minds. One l';iy sister was so frightened that her body
treml)led for iin hour. Some ran out of our monastei'y, otliers retinil

as if to die in front of tlie altar. In tlie interval between tlit* first

and second shocks we were all ranged in our ntalls. Wc all cxpectcil
to be engulfed during the night, looking for death at any moment.'
To this account is added the statement, that no person wats killed, ami
that extraordinary convirsions took place. The writer al.^o said, 'a
priest has assured me that he alone received more than eiuht hun-
dred confessions." As the French i)Opulation of the colony was nor

much greater than 30()0, we must infer that most of these eight hun-
dred were Indian converts.

List of Governors, Bishops and Royal Intendants durhm* forty

years from the establishment of the Sovereign Council

:

Governors.—M. de Mesy, 16G3 to 1005.—(M. de Tracy, Vicerov,
1665 to 1067.)—M. de Courcelle, 1005 to 107:i.—Count Frontenac, Kiii

to 168:^.-M. de la Barrc, 1(582 to 1085.—M. de Dcnonville, 1085 to lO^l*.

—Count Frontenac, 1689 to 1098.-iM. de Callicre, lOiW to n(«.
Bishops.—Francois de Laval, 1()58 to 1088.—M. St. Vallier. 1088 to

1735.

Royal Intendants.—M. Robert, 1068 to 1(565.— M. Talon. 1(505 to

1072.—(M. Bouterone, 10(58 to 1070).—M. Duchcsneau, 1(572 to l(i82.-

M. de Meules, 1(582 to 1080.— MM. Norov and Champigny, 1(582 to

1703.

t Colbert was king Louis' principal minister from the year 1061 to

1683. He caused a'great Siiving of expense in the government of

France, made the income greater, increased commerce, encouraged
all kinds of works in iron, glass, wool and silk. He also encouraged
learning and the fine arts. The greatest work of those days was
begun by hlm,namely, the making of a canal to join the Me«literranean
sea and the Atlantic. He would have rendered France very rich and
powerful but for the king's love of warfare, and display.
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alone fonn a history of the colony during forty eventful

years.

115. Dc Mesy turned out to be a very different Gov-

ernor from what had been expected by his former friends.

He <iuarrelled with the Bishop and several members of

the Council. Some of the latter he sent away to France

because they opposed him. The IJishop ivfusud to

join him in "appointing new members of the Supreme
Council.

One subject of dissension was the amount of Church

tax or tithes. Many of the inhabitants thouj^ht the

charge of one-thirteenth of all their revenues too high,

aud the Governor acted in a way to encouraj^e their dis-

content. Another subject was the li(|Uor traffic. In the

end, the disput^^s became so extreme, that the Governor

sot the ministers of religion at detiance, and even

inarched with a body of troops to the Bishop's residence,

as if to seize him as prisoner.

The members of the Council whom de Mesy had ex-

pelled complained against him. So also did Bishop

Laval. The consequence was that the king recalled

this Governor aud appointed M. de Courcelle to take

his place.

116. Just then a Viceroy, the Marquis de Tracy, had
been appointed by the Court of France to set in order

the affairs of all French colonies. He was first to go to

the West Indies,—then called the Antilles,—and after-

wards to Canada. When arrived there, he was to bring

M. de Mesy to trial on the charges which had been
made against him.

117. But before De Tracy reached Canada, in 16C5,

de Mesy died. Previously to his death he became re-

conciled to his old friend Bishop Laval.

118. The Viceroy arrived at Quebec on June 30th
1665. There came with him some troops belonging to

a celebrated French corps, called the Cangnan regiment.
Twelve or thirteen hundred of these soldiers came in

the course of that season.

There also came the new Governor, de Courcelle, and

m
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the Royal Intcndmit, Talon, to;?otlier with many more-

colonistH, unimalH, u^n(niltiir:il iniplcnionts, provision^

and warlike storoH. When tlie whole had arrived, tlic

numbers and strt-n'jth of the colony were nearly doubled.

The inhabitants were delighted with the hoi)e there

now was of punishing their tierce adversaries the Iro-

(juois. Tlie savages were both amazed and pleased,

when they bolield the ot^od order of the soldiers, and
Iho brilliant dresses and manners of the ofiicers.

l)e Tracy hiniselt appeared before them attended by

his stair, iruanl.-!, valets and pages. The soldiers marched
in martial order to the sound of musical instruments.

'J'he object was to impress upon the minds of all the

peo»)le, French and Indians alike, the greatness of the

king of France, whom de Tracy came to represent.

After a time, savages belonging to all the tribes friendly

to the French, came to welcome de Tracy, brii.ginor

presents, according to their fashion. The Viceroy re-

ceived them cordially, and caused them to be told that

their common eu^jniies the Iroquois would now soon be

humbled.
119. Amongst the animals now brought into the col-

ony were some horses. The savages were exceedingly

astonished at the strength, beauty, gentleness, and si»ee(l

of these creatures ; for only one had ever been seen in

the country, nearly thirty years before, in the time of

M. Montmagny.
130. In proceeding with the history up to the close

of the century, from the date at which we have ariivod,

it is necessary that we should again, as before, adopt

some division of the subject suitable to the understand-

ing of the young reader. The affairs of the colony in-

creased in extent and variety as it grew older, so that it

becomes more difficult to deal with them if we go on

according to dates alone.

Therefore, we shall narrate separately those events

which relate to the defence of the country and the pun-

ishment of its enemies. Next, we shall describe the civil

and religious affairs, and the general progress of the col-
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oiiy, in such manner and order as seem best suited to a

woVk of this kind. These matters will occupy the fol-

lowing chapters and bring our history up to tlie year

1703.

CHAPTER SEVENTEENTH.

War with the Iroquois.—Forts on the Riciiei.iki .— I)i;

Tracy's Invasion of the Mohawks.—Resllts oi- hie
Expedition.

1^1. De Tracy's coming to Quebec, had been pre-

ocilecl in 16G4 by a despatch from the king's minister,

stilting that " His Majesty had resolved to send to Can-
juhi a good force of infantry, then or next year, in oixier

to eiitH'ely ruin the Iroquois."

Accordingly, besides those soldiers wlio accompanied
tlje Viceroy, others belonging to the Carignan regiment,

arrived in Quebec in the course of the few following

weeks, until, in all, twenty-four companies, under the
command of Colonel de Salieres, had landed in Canada.
The Vicei*oy determined, as soon as possible, to caiTy

the war into the country occupied by the Iroquois, so

us to make them feel its evils in their own quarters.

To effect this, some preparations were necessary. As
thoir principal route into the colony was by Lake Cham-
])Iain and the River Richelieu, de Tracv ordered several

forts to be built. One was immediately begun not far

fiom the mouth of that river, called Sorel, after the

name of the French oflBcer who directed the works.

Xext, fort St. Louis, better known as Chambly, was
built , near to the rapids of the Richelieu. A third fort,

called Ste. Therese, was constructed higher up the inver.

The first of these forts stood on the site of an old
one which had been erected by M. Montmagny and
called Fort Richelieu. The pui'pose of the lorts was
threefold ; to afford convenient halting places for the
troops intended for the attack of the Iroquois, and for

7
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storing provisions and munitions of war; to serse as

places of shelter and for war parties to retire upon in

case of need ; and thirdly, to block up, for the future,

the route of the Iroquois invaders.

The whole of the summer and autumn of 1665 was

spent in making these and other preparations. While
they were in progress, three of the five nations, tlie

Onondagas, Cayugas and Senecas, took the alarm. They
sent deputies to the Viceroy with professions of peace

and friendship. De Tracy received them courteously

and accepted their promises. The two nations nearest

to the French, the Mohawks (Agniers) and Oneidas, did

not send messengers.

132. As early as January 1666, an attempt was made,
by a body of several hundred men under M. de Cour-
celle, to inflict a blow upon the Mohawks. But theiv

was a great deal of trouble taken, and of hardship suf-

fered, without effecting anything against the enemy.
123. Early in the following spring additional troops

and supplies began to be forwarded, and batteaux were
prepared for the grand attack. De Tracy himself, al-

though 70 years of age, went upon the expedition. He
took with him six hundred soldiers, seven hundred Cana-
dian militia, and about one hundred Indians. The chief

uses of the latter were to assist in transporting the sup-

plies, and to act as scouts in advance of the main force.

The aged Viceroy was, for the most part, borne along,

in the centre of the troops, on a litter or arm-chair.

I'

•''!*^'
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With infinite difficulty the bourgades of the Mohawks
were reached. But they were entirely deserted and
many of the habitations burnt. Orders were given to

complete the destruction of the settlements, crops, and
supplies of maize and other provisions, hoarded by the

Mohawks for their winter use. Only a few prisoners

were taken. The Mohawk warriors had retired into

the forest with their families, whither they knew tlio

French could not pursue. As the season v aa now fiii*

advanced, de Tracy gave orders for the retre.'t, leaving

the Oneidas, who occupied the bourgades nearest to the

Mohawk settlements, unmolested.

The forts on the Richelieu were furnished with suf-

ficient supplies and garrisons, and de Tracy, with the

lemtiinder of his force, returned to Quebec in the month
of November.

1*^4. The only loss suffered by the French was on
the retreat, when a few men were lost in a storm on
Lake Ohamplain.
To the Mohawks, the consequences of the campaign

were very severe. Their means of living during the win-
ter had been destroyed, so that those who could not
obtain support from the other tribes were exposed to

famine and disease. It is recorded that more than four

hundred of them perished before the ensuing spring.

Having also enemies amongst neighbouring tribes, out-
side of the five nations, they were liable to attacks be-

yond their power to resist in their weakened state. There-
fore, they and the Oneidas sued for peace.

I*i5. The cruel attacks and depredations committed
upon the French colonists during the past thirty years
were now, in some measure, avenged. The Iroquois had
learned that their settlements were not beyond the reach
of French valour. To save themselves from the con-
sequences of another invasion in the following season,
they were glad to accept such terms as the French chose
to dictate. The principal conditions of the peace were,
tilat they should abstain, in future, from all their cus-
tomary acts of hostility against the French colonists and
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their Indian allies; that if any causes of quarrel should
arise between the latter and the Iroquois warriors and
hunters, these should be referred for decision to the
**Ouonthio" at Quebec; and that they should receive

amongst their people Jesuit Missionaries, for the pur-
])()se of instruction in religion. Thus, without much
l.ioodslied, a peace was happily established which lasted

;iH)iit eighteen years.

riie colony being delivered, for the present, from the

i-courge by which it had been so terribly afflicted, opjwr-
tiiDiry was afforded of placing on a proper footing all

its internal affairs, and those which had relation to the

vai'ious tribes of friendly Indians.

Ill m

CHAPTER EIGHTEENTH.

The Civil and Religious Affairs of the Colony.

126. The Viceroy remained in the colony upwards
of two years—^froni 1G65 to 1667, during which period

he faithfully discharged the duties which had been con-

fided to him. The civil and religious affairs of the col-

ony were set in order, and measures were taken for

placing its future progress on a permanent footing.

The death of de Mesy before the Viceroy's arrival,

had made it unnecessary to inquire into all the partic-

ulars of that Governor's quarrels with Laval and others.

But the Councillors whom he had dismissed were re-

stored to their places. To the new Governor, de Cour-
celle, was assigned the first position in the Sovereign

Council, to the Bishop the second, and the third to the

Royal Intendant, who was to preside over the body and
take the votes.* The people having causes for decision

were directed to bring them before the Council at its

weekly sittings, Avhich were held at the residence of the

* It seems that from some cause or other the rank and powers of
each of the principal niembers of the Council were only settled in a

temporary way; tor we find, some years later, tue old disputes re-

newed betwe-n the Governor, the Bishop, and ^'i • Royal Intendant.
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irrel should

ation to the

Royal Inteiidant. There were then no expenses incnrred

for legal advice or for pleading cases, 'i'lie laws for

o-overning the decisions about property ana t)i;lii'r mat-

ters, were intended to be the same as those followtnl i:i

the kingdom of France.

137. The religious affairs of tlie colony were rc,2^u-

lated on a footing which, in regard to niauy csseiiiiul

points, has remained the same ever since.

The Bishop was the acknowledged head in all church
matters.

At first, it was made a question who w^as to ai)p.)iiit

the Bishop or chief ecclesiastic of New-France ; sul)se-

Quently it was settled that the Pope should do so, but

tliat the person appointed should be subject, and swear

fidelity, to the king of France. It was also a cpiestion

whether the pr'ests appointed to serve among the people

should be changed from time to time, at the Bishop's

will. By a royal decree it was directed that the office

of a parish priest should be permanent. Laval himself,

although he had acted as head of the church in Canada
since the year 1658, was not formally named the Bishop
until 1672, when he became the first Bishoj) of Quebec.

The institution called the Seminary of Quebec, has

been already mentioned. It was founded bv Laval, to

prepare young men for the priesthood. For its support,

Laval contributed money, and it was arranged that

the church taxes, or tithes, of the inhabitants, should
be given to it. In return, the Seminary was to supply
the cures or parish priests. Lands were assigned, or ac-

quired for the use of the Seminary.
Some years after the foundation of the Seminary,

namely in 1668, Laval founded another institution

for younger scholars, called the Little Seminary, the

instruction to be conducted by the members of the Semi-
nary, and to consist of lessons in *•' science and piety."*

•
,

.

*The Jesuits' College, at Quebec, founded in 1637, had now (1668),
upwards of one hundred and twenty scholars, of whom sixty were
resident. In this institution the attempt to instruct young Hurons
was commenced.
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The Seminary, about two hundred years after its foun-
dation, became the Laval University of Lower Canada.
As soon as peace with the Iroquois was obtained, the

missionary work of tlie Jesuits was resumed with greater
vigour than ever. Missionaries were not only sent to dif-

ferent quarters among the friendly tribes of Indians, but
amongst the Iroquois themselves. The Iroquois con-
verts v/ere removed out of the way of their heathen
countrymen into Canada, and, after one or two changas
of place, were permanently established on the bank of

the St. Lawrence, near the Sault St. Louis. The modern
name of the settlement is Caughnawaga, where their

descendants are to be seen at the present day. In the
meantime, the other religious establishments, near Que-
bec and elsewhere, intended for the Indian converts,

were continued. At Sillery the Algonquius, and at

Lorette, the remains of the Hurons were located under
the care of missionaries. The object was to keep up
their instruction in religion, and to bring them over to

the usages of civilized hfe.

About two years before Laval was established as Bishop
oi' Quebec, the Intendant Talon brought back some
Recollets to Canada. There were disputes about church
matters at the time, and about the liquor traffic. The
Recollets, as before, offered their services without re-

munemtion. But the Bishop, who seems not to have
favoured them, would not assent to their regular em-
ployment among the people and the Indians. Tlie

Recollets had quarters assigned them on the river St.

Charles, and afterwards, a chapel of their own and a

habitation within the city. They were generally mucli
likecl. Several of the Governors were very kindly dis-

posed towards them, and, besides protecting them, con-

tributed to their support.

About the same time, 1670, the pious and valiant

Maisonneuve desired to retire from his post on the Island

of Montreal. The rights of the original Company of

Montreal had come into the hands of the religious order

of Sulpicians, of Paris, who conceded them to mem-

-I
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lem, con-

bers of their own fraternity in Canada. By these they
have been held up to the present day. The members
of that order constitute the Seminary of Montreal. They
formerly took some part in missionary work among the

heathen tribes, and a Superior of Missions resided at

Ville-Marie.

The arrangement of religious affairs, established in

Canada in 1663 and shortly afterwards, became perma-
nent. The missionaries soon prepared numerous and
distant tribes of Indians, in the North and West of Can-
ada, for friendship and alliance with the French colo-

CHATEAU OP THE SBMINABT AT MONTREAL AND TOWERS OF THE OLD PORT.

nists. Amongst the native tribes they were able to

prevent the extension of quarrels, to promote French
interests, and to dispose the minds of the chiefs and
warriors against favouring the English colonists. In
these ways they rendered good service to the state, be-

cause the feelings of the colonists of the two mother
countries were roused against each other through the
frequent wars between them in Europe. The English
traders, also, were continually endeavouriug to draw
away the traffic in furs.

The most famous of the missionaries belonging to the
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times now referred to, were Garnier, Carheil, Milet and
Lamberville, amongst the Iroquois ; and AUouez, Nico-
las, Marquette and Claude DabIon, amongst the Indians
of the Ottawa and lake regions and of Illinois.

If it had not been for the liquor traffic, already men-
tioned, the reliffious affairs of the colony, in regard to

the Indians, and the work of the missionaries amongst
the tribes, would have been more prosperous than they
were.

CHAPTER NINETEENTH.

Progress of the Country, its Population, Occupation of

Lands, Commerce, under Colbert and Talon.

128. Before the Viceroy left Canada in IGGT, the

colony of New-France had made a fair start. Its po])u-

lation was already doubled. The wise arrangements of

Talon, the Intendant, in Canada, supported by Colbert,

the minister, in France, soon effected a great change in

the progress and prospects of the colony.

Canada would have soon become prosperous and stroni;-

if their plans had been properly followed up. It was
the endeavour of the Intendant and the minister to

place her, as soon as possible, beyond the reach of such
troubles as those under which she had nearly sunk, and
from which she had been lately rescued.

Within three years of Talon's arrival the population
was raised to the number of 5870, in 1139 families.

1*49. While De Tracy was engaged in the prepara-

tion and the execution of his measures for chastising

the Iroquois, Talon occupied himself diligently in pro-

viding for the settlement of the numerous colonists

whom Colbert caused to emigrate from France. The
new comers were located mostly in the neighbourhood
of Quebec, on lands assigned beforehand. They were

foimedthen re([uired, in addition to the work they pei*:

for themselves, under the Inteadant's directiîons, to

, i
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clear small lots and erect habitations for the reception

of those expected to come ont in the following years.

These, in their turn, did the same for succeeding emi-

grants. Thus every family, on its arrival in the country,

lound a home and partially cleared lands ready for its

use. Provisions, and other necessaries not possessed by

them, were supplied to the emigrants until they could

do for themselves.

It^O. To show, by example, the best mode of i>ro-

ceeding to overcome the first difficulties ot* settling on
new land. Talon himself bought several tracts. lie

placed settlers on tliera so as to form the beginnings of

several villages. In this way the villages of Bourg-Louis,

Charles-Bourg, and a number of other small places not

far from Quebec, were founded by the Intendant.

131. An excellent plan of the French minister and
the Intendant for increasing the inhabitants, and at the
same time providing for the defence of the country, was
adopted with the consent of the king. This was, to

induce the officers and soldiers of the Carignan regiment
to remain in Canada, instead of returning to France,
when the war with the Iroquois was finished. Each
officer who was willing to become a Canadinn Sei.L^neur

was allowed a certain quantity of land. The soldiers

were furnished with provisions and money sufficient to

start them as colonists. A large number belonging to

the Carignan regiment accepted these offers. Others
went back to France, but came out again as settlers.

Some of the soldiers were settled on the lands conceded
to their officers. Others were distnbuted among the

colonists, who understood how to cultivate the soil, and
from whom agricultural work could be learned.

It is said that about twelve hundred officers and sol-

diers were thus converted into permanent inhabitants of

the country. The lands conceded to them were chiefly

those in the vicinity of the lately raised forts on the

Richelieu. Twelve officers of the regiment became
Seigneurs in that quarter, and a few more received
grants of land in the other [):irts.

I
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To provide wives for the disbanded soldiers and other
unmarried colonists, it has been already mentioned that

Youug persons of good character were brought out from
France. In such cases certain amounts, in the form of

provisions or of monejr, were assigned to aid them in

commencing housekeeping.

i;W. Lands were also conceded for seigneuries on the
l)ank8 of the St. Lawrence,* below Quebec, at and near
Three Rivers, and in the neighbourhood of the island

of Montreal.

133. When Talon finally left Canada in 1672, there

were 0700 inhabitants. The colony continued to grow in

population by the sending out of emigrants from France
a few years longer until 1079 or 1080, when scarcely any
more came until after the year 1700. In fact, the Inten-
dants who succeeded Talon were not persons of the

same ability to further the progress of the country.
Moreover, Colbert, some years before his death, which
happened in 1083, was prevented, by the state of affairs

in France, from continuing to interest himself in the

concerns of Canada.
134. While concerned in promoting emigration to

the colony. Talon also exerted himself in other ways Uy

forward its growth. He encouraged the cultivation of

all the well known grains, and also that of flax and
hemp. He proposed to turn to account the products of

the forest and waters, by exporting them to France and
to the Antilles. To the former country he sent samples
of wood, in the forms of planks and masts, and of various

materials that might be used in the king's dockyards.

With the Antilles (West Indies—Martinique, San Do-

* Each soldier received one hundred francs in money, or fifty francs
with provisions for one year, the wives an additional amount. The
officers received from six hundred to two thousand francs apiece.
The grants of land varied from fifty acres up to several hundreds

and even thousands. One officer, M. St. Ours, had the concession of

98,784 acres.
Many names of seigneuries, parishes and places, now in familiar

use, were, ahout this time, those of persons who received concessions
of lands, mostly belonging to the Carignan regiment—such as Sorel,

Berthier, Chambly, Verch^res, Varennes, Contrecoeur, Boucherville,
St. Ours, Longueuil, etc.

I! .
.: \
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iiiingo, &c.) he wished to open up a trade, and, for that

purpose, despatched from Quebec two vessels laden with

cod, salmon, eels, peas, seal oil and other things.

KJ5, Talon also paid some attention to the explora-

tion of the country m search of useful minerals.

i;{0. In those days it was not usual for the people

of French colonies to take up manufactures for fear of

hurting the interests of the mother country. Talon,

liowever, induced those whom he styled " his colonists'^

to make for themselves many articles of domestic use,.

such as hitherto had been imported. It was his boast

tlmt the Canadian colonist " could now raise more grain

from the land than he could consume or sell, and also,

could clothe his body, from head to foot, with materials

of his own making."
137. From what has been here said of Intendant

Talon, the young reader will gather that when he went
away in 1672, the colony must have lost a great bene-

factor, and that he richly deserves an honourable place

in the history of Canada.

138. It is necessary here to explain how the Seigneurs
and those who occupied and worked the lands, stood
towards each other.

The Seigneurs were obliged, by law, to concede por-

tions or lots, on their Seigneuries, to colonists who de-

sired to settle on them. If they failed to do this, then
tiie Intendant, under the authority of the Sovereign
Council, could do it for them.
The colonists who acquired lots in this way were called

Censitaires, Their lots were usually about one hun-
dred arpents or French acres, and they paid to the

Seigneurs a small annual rent. The Seigneurs had a

great many privileges in respect of the Censitaires. They
could call upon them for labour and services, and had
the power to punish them for offences and to decide
their dispur^es.

When a Censitaire sold his place the Seigneur was
entitled to a certain part of the price. The same right

was exercised in the case of future sales. The Censitaire



M ill

pi

r-

m
m

ii

108 FKUDAL SYSTLM.

was obliged to go to his Seigncni-'s mill to get liis com
ground, paying a certain })riee; but the Seigneurs wcio

bound to erect the mills required.

There were other relations in which the Seigneurs

and Censitaires stood towards each other, whicli need

not be particularly described.

The arrangements stated in this article formed a pai t

of wliat is called "The Feudal System," which prevailed

in Europe generally, during the Middle ages. Considi r-

ing the customs and manners of the age, and tlie usa^xH

of the French people at that time, it is tiiougiit thut

the early colonists of Canada would not have prospensl

under any other system. Some authorities have stated

that it was the only one suited to their wants and those

of the new country they came to inhabit. The Seigneurs

were, for the most part, persons of good family, and the

colonists are recorded to have been carefully selected in

France from among those best fitted to emigrate.

139. Another circumstance deserves to be mentioned
here. Sometimes the colonists, especially the young and
active, went away from the settled parts to visit the In-

dians, to hunt and trade with them. This was not

always done on their own account, for merchants, and
officials of the government,* often hired a party of men
and furnished the boats, arms, implements and mer-
chandise necessary for expeditions of that sort. When
the party returned with the skins and furs procured
from the savages, each man received a certain portion

of the value.

Frequently young men would be absent a long time,

* About this period persons of noble birth had great difficulty in

obtaining means of living in Canada. They could not support their

rank, and it had been contrary to custom and the law for such jier-

sons to derive revenues from entering into pursuits connected with
traffic, or labour of any kind.
The king of France in pity for their case, and on account of the

large families which many of them had to maintain, took off tlie

restraint upon them, and they were allowed to traffic in Canada, and
to work at agriculture, without being held, as heretofore, to forfeit

their rank. We must recollect that this was something in those days,

because nobles were exempt from many taxes required to be paid by
people who had no rank to keep up.

\
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I persons were styled " roi/afjeur.%'^ and "coureurs
," or "runners of the woods."

associatin«r with Indians l)elonginpf to tribes fur remote
trom the French settlements.

Such
f/r bo its

f

After 1063, the practice was thought to he injurious

tn the colouy, because the young Frenchmen, instead of

srrtling down and working on the lands, fell intorovin<;'

ji;il)its"and cast aside the usages of civilised life. Jjuws

wore framed to prevent it, but without much effect.

The colony became weakened, and its progress hindered,

through the al)sence of so many Frenchmen scattered

anM)ng the savage tribes of the west. At one time it

vjis computed that no fewer than ei^ht hundred of the
most active and daring young men of the colony were
thus absent without leave. Kot only the Governor and
Sovereign Council, but also the Court of France adopted
measures for recovering them. In the after history of
the colony, on occasions when there was danger from
enemies, and when the Indian allies of the French were
called upon for assistance, those " runners of the woods"
used to return, for a season, in considerable numbers.

In some cases they were found to have entirely adopt-
ed Indian modes of life, and even their language.

CHAPTER TWENTIETH.

Governors de Courcelle.—Frontenac.—De la Barre ani>

DE Denonville.

140. During the twenty-four years from 1GG5 to

l»!8r>, the Colony of New-France was governed by the

four persons, in succession, whose names are at the head
of this chapter. We must now relate the events most
worthy of remembrance which occurred in that period,

and in which those officials, owing to their high posi-

timi. necessarilv took a prominent part.

141. M. de Courcelle, who was an experienced military
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man, commaiided, under De Tracy, in the expedition of

100() against the Iroquois. He liad already, in tiie montlis

i>t' January, February and March, of that year, made an

attempt to lead several hundred men against the Iro-

cpiois cantons, when, after arriving withm forty leagues

of the Mohawks, he saw ti*^ to retreat. Altiiough \w

I'jiilid in tiiis undertaking, he gave such jn-oofs of his

<• junige and powers of endurance that all felt great eun-

liiicnce in him. He was a man of mucli tirmuess an.l

tact in dealing with the Indians. Tiiose of Canada
liked him, but bv the Iroquois he was feared.

He considered it necessary, in the year 1G70, to do

something that would intimidate the most distant of

the Iro(iuois nations, the SenecaR. These people were

becoming troublesome again, and were less careful about
offending the French and their allies because they sup-

posed they wei'e too far off to be attacked as the Mo-
hawks had been. De Courcelle, however, after makinor

suitable preparations, passed up the rapids above Mon-
treal, with a body of tifty-six men, and arrived at the

Bay of Quinte, whence it was easy to cross Lake Ontario,

and to reach any of the cantons. The Senecas, now
fearing they were to be attacked, and seeing that they

were not out of reach of the French, at once sent depu-
ties to satisfy the Governor of their good behaviour in

future.

While engaged in this expedition, De Courcelle per-

ceived how advantageous it might be to have a fortilied

station established near the north shore of Lake Onta-
rio. He projected one—the same that was built by his

successor on the site of the modern city Kingston, and
wliicli was long known by the name Catamcoui and
Fort Frontenac.
M. de Courcelle, being somewhat advanced in years,

injured his health by his exertions in conducting a force,

for the first time, to the Bay of Quinte. He was recalled

at his own request, and left Canada, in company with

Talon, in the autumn of 1672.

It is easy to understand, that, although the prospects
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of the colony bad greatly improved in the course of the

past seven years, the colonists were discouraged by the

(Icpiirturo of two such men as Talon and I)e Oourcolle.

Only a short time before, the feelings of all had beeii

atTected by the decease of two of the oldest and most
respected of their benefactors—namely Madame do la

Teltrie and Marie Guyart de Tlncarnation.

It is also worthy of mention that M. de la Salle *

arrived about this jieriod.

143. Count Buade de Frontenac was the successor

of M. de Courcelle. He was an experienced French
iTciieral, very talented and high spirited. In the course

of his governorship, from 1672 t^) 1682, he fell out with

most of the principal officials of the colony, because he

was a man of impetuous disposition and haughty man-
ners, unable, or unwilling, to tolerate opposition to his

will.

Several remarkable events took place in his time.

Amongst these the chief were, the establishment of a
fortified post on the north shore of Lake Ontario, upon
the site of the modem city of Kingston; the discovery

of the Mississippi by Jolliet and Marquette, and its com-
plete exploration by la Salle ; and the extension of the

French outposts in the lake regions and amongst the

western Indian tribes.

143. The object of fortifying a station at Lake On-
tario was to control the navigation, so as to prevent the

Iroquois and the English colonists from depriving the

French of the fur trade with the western and northern
Indian tribes. De Courcelle had already proposed to

accomplish this. Frontenac took with him troops, and
supplies of provisions and munitions of war for a gar-

rison. A rude structure was built in the course of a

few days, and rendered capable of defence. The Iro-

quois, who went to meet the Governor near the spot

chosen, were so delighted with his showy manners and

*La Salle became noted for the part he took In extending the power
and commerce of the French in the direction of the great lakes west-
wards, and for his discovery of the outlets of the Mississippi, etc.

I i
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the flattering reasons given by him, that they assented

to his design, althongli in their hearts they did not at

all approve ot' it.

^'ot long afterwards, la Salle was made Seigneur of

a tract of land surrounding the fort, on condition thiit

he would construct it on a larger scale, of stone, and
ma? n tain the post. The place was named Fort Eronte-
nac, after its founder. It was also known hy that of

C'ataracoui, as it was near the mouth of a small river,

so called.

La Salle, with the Governor's consent, also prepared
a small armed vessel for the navigation of the lake, and
proposed the erection of another fort, at the other end
of Ontario, as well as another vessel, to be placed on
Lake Erie.

Frontenac thus executed a very important design,

because, while the French kept possession of that forti-

fied post, it would be in their power to check the Iro-

quois, and to see that the western fur trade went down
the St. Lawrence, instead of being drawn aside towards
the cantons and the settlements of the English colo-

nists.

144. The expedition for discovering the Mississippi

was originally proposed by Talon, to whom its existence

was known from accounts brought to Quebec by Indians,

who stated, that far off, in the west, there was a great

river, which ran southwards a long distance, and emj)-

tied itself into a southern sea. Talon recommended the

undertaking to Frontenac, proposing that it should be

entrusted to a Quebec citizen named JoUiet, which was
done.

Jolliet proceeded first by way of Montreal and the

Ottawa river, to MichillimaKinac, an island trading post

and missionary station not far from the junction of the

three great lakes Huron, Michigan and Superior. There
he associated with himself a Jesuit missionary, named
Marquette, a man well versed in the lan£:uages of the

western tribes. Thence they crossed the northern part

of Michigan to Green Bay, and passing down Fox
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river, and the Wisconsin, reached the Mississippi on
June 6th, 1673. In bark canoes they descended as far

as the mouth of the river Arkansas, beyond which the

dialects known to Marquette could no longer be made
use of to communicate with the savages of those region:?.

Tlieir account of the expedition was given to Frontenae

who forwarded the particulars to France, in the uutuinn

(.f 1674.

To complete the discovery of Jolliet and Marquette,

111 Salle, some years later, passed all the way dowi» the

Mississippi to its entrance into the gulf of Mexico.

The French now claimed possession of the territories

through which the Mississippi flowed, and gave to them
tho name Louisiana, in honour of King Louis.

In the report, which Frontenae made to Colbert, of

tho discovery of the Mississippi, it was stated that " this

great river, discovered lately in consequence of the orders

given to me by you, flows through the most beautiful

region to be seen in the whole world."

145. Robert de la Salle, whose name has been already

several times mentioned, had come out to Canada from
Rouen, in France, in order, like many others, to push
hia fortune in the new world. Having a genius for

commerce, as well as for bold undertakings, he at first

established himself at a trading station named Lachine.*
He was in great favour with Count Frontenae who was
alleged by some to have a personal interest in La Salle's

rntffic. His connection with Fort Frontenae has been
already stated, as well as the launching of the first ship
to navigate Lake Ontario. He established other trading
po<ts at Niagara, Detroit, Michillimakinac, at Chicago,
at the mouth of the river St. Joseph amongst the Miamis
Indians, and at Crevecoeur amongst the Illinois. To
reach these distant places he constructed a small vessel

at the lower end of Lake Erie, in which he sailed to

!ti 1

* It is said he named this place from an idea that beyond it he
would discover a route to Japan and China. All La Sailers endeav-
oars to penetrate the interior of the continent of America were more
or less shaped by that idea.

o
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the upper end, and thence into Lake St. Clair, wliich

received its name from him. It was la Salle who li'.sf

proposed to the minister Colbert plans for colonizing

the Valley of the Mississippi.*

146. While those discoveries which have been alliidd

to were in progress, Frontenac, at Quebec, was makiiiij^

for himself enemies owing to his violent temper anil

haughty manners. M. Perrot, commandant at M(jntre!i!.

publicly insulted one of Frontenac's officers who li;i I

been sent thither on duty. A priest, named Feiiclo:!.

belonging also to Montreal, made remarks u^)on tin*

Governors conduct, in a discourse or sermon, xliese

two persons he caused to be arrested and afterwards

sent to answer for themselves at Paris;

Frontenac had no favour tor the Jesuits, nor for Bishop

Laval and his clergy, being jealous of their influence in

the colony. But he always favoured and protected tlu?

Recollets, one of whom he appointed chaplain at Fort

Cataracoui. These things, together with his peculijir

manners, mav have led to a coolness between the Gov-
ernor and the Bishop, who, himself, was naturally of a

high spirit, and somewhat arbitrary. But whatever may
have been the private feelings of each, that ancient cause

of trouble, the licjuor traffic, bi'ought on open dissension.

The Bishop and clergy complained that the Governor did

not care to put it down, and it was insinuated that he de-

rived advantage from its abuses. On the other hand,

Frontenac complained that they exaggerated the evils.

Neither did the Governor agree with the Intendant, M.

Duchesneau, Talon's successor.

It is not necovssary to describe all the particulars of

these dissensions. It is enough to say that they ran to

a great height, especially between the Governor and the

Intendant, and that complaints on the subject were

transmitted to the Court of France.

* La Salle camo to a violent end in the year 1687, when he was

treacherously sr't upon and murdered by a discontented follower.

He was enc:ac:ed. at the time, in conducting: a party of colouibta

intended to louud the llrst French uottlement in Louisiana.
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In the end, botli Frontentic and Duchesneau were
reciilled.

147. But, before the time of their leaving arrived, and
while dissension was prevailing among the members of

the Supreme Council, the alfairs of the colony were
gimlually falling into a bad condition. Their old ene-

mies, the Iroquois, were becoming more and more inso-

lent and troublesome. They were recovering from tiie

results of the last war, and had been successful in war-

faro with some neiglibouring tril)es. They had also

persisted in making war upon western tribes friendly to

the French.
Frontenac tried to bring them to reason by remon-

strances and threats, and his emissaries in the cantons
endeavoured to restore French influence.

At length, in 1679 and 1080, proposals were made for

a niicting to be held. In the first instance, Gataracor.i

was proposed to be the place. The Iroquois refused to

send deputies further than Chouagen (Oswego) on the

south siiore of Ontario. Then the Iroijuois said they

would come to Cataracoui, but Frontenac, in iiis turn,

haughtily refused to go beyond Ville-Marie. In this

place a great meeting was held in 1(180, in wiiich Fron-

tenac told the Iroquois that he meant to protect all his

children. He referred to the Hurons, Algouquins, Ot-

tawas, Miamis and lUinois. Members of all these tribes

had of late been attacked and plundered by Iroi^uois,

while with the Miamis and the Illinois they had w aged

a tierce war. The Iroquois, as before, greatly admired

Frontenac's manners and haughty declarations, and were

induced to agree to all his demands, except that of ceas-

ing to attack the Illinois and Miamis.

Such was the situation of affajrs when Frontenac was

recalled and another Governor appointed in his stead.

148. The affairs of the colony were suffei'lno- from

other causes at this time. A great many of ihc young
men—at least five hundred—were absent, having- 1u come
"coureurs de bois." 'I'hese even joined parties ol' ()t ta-

was and Hurons on ex[)editions to the Englisli trading



116 DE LA BARRE.

V V i?t '

posts, south of Lake Champlain, carrjing along with
them skins and furs for sale. The English traders gave
a much better price than those at the French posts, and
supplied merchandise mucli cheaper. Some of this mer-
chandise even found its way to Montreal and Quebec,
which was altogether contrary to the laws.

It was also alleged of public officials that they encour-
aged such proceedings, and that they themselves derived

gain from the traffic.

14:9, During Frontenac's administration the small-

pox was a great scourge both to French and Indians.

Many died of it. Most of the Algonquins of the SiUery

Mission fell victims to that disease in 1675.*

150. When Frontenac went home in 1682, the threat-

ening state of affairs caused most of the colonists to re-

gret his recall. Although very much dishked by those

with whom he had quarrelled, the people generally, and
the Indians, regarded him with admiration and good
will. His proud bearing, attended by guards and pages,

in imitation of de Tracy, was thought by them to be

suitable to his position as the representative of their

king. The people also approved of his favouring and
protecting the Recollets, whom they liked, and who had
offered to ser\e amongst them without remuneration.

151. Frontenac was succeeded by M. de la Barre, a

veteran cavalry officer. M. Perrot, who had been restored

to his command at Montreal, was appointed Governor
of Acadia, and his place, in Canada, supplied by M. de

Calliere, who now became commandant at Montreal.

152. Most of the time of de la Barrels governorship
\N.u occupied with vain endeavours to induce the Iroquois

io remain at peace. They resumed hostilities against

ilie Miamis and Illinois tribes, and scarcely observed
any of the conditions they had agreed to with Fronte-

* It was at this time that a mission for the Abenaquis was estab-

lisiied at siillery. In the same year, the Hurons who ad been settled
iit St. Foy were removed to Ancient Lorette, whence afterwards they
were taken to Jeune Lorette. The Abenaquis were also removea
further from Quebec to the Chaudiere Falls. The Iroquois converts
were then at Caughnawaga, above Montreal.
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nac. In fact the departure of that vigorous old soldier

was a source of encouragement, to throw off all restraint

in their insolence towards the French colonists, and in

their hostility towards the French allies.

153. De la Barrels instructions wei'e somewhat con-

tradictory and inconsistent. He was directed to avoid

a rupture with the Iroquois, but at the same time to

iidopt measures for curbing their insolence and to pro-

tect the friendly western tribes. With regai*d to the Can-
adian Indians—the Montagnais, the Abenaquis, relics

of the Hurons, Algonquins, Ottawas and others, upon
whom any influence could be exercised, the directions

Avere to bring them over as quickly as possible to French
usages.

The same directions about the Canadian Indians had
been given to Count Frontenac. He, however, had de-

clared in reply, that the question was not how to convert

the Indians into Frenchmen, but, how to prevent many
French from becoming ravages. This was in allusion

to the numerous cases of Frenchmen quitting the habits

of civilized life and taking up those of the Indians.*

154. In the course of 1683 and 1684, the Governor
saw cle.irly that negociations with the Iroquois were use-

less unless he could support them by some shew of mili-

tary force. He had only one hundred and thirty regular

soldiers. He therefore applied to the court to send out
reinforcements. At the same time he collected about
twelve hundred men, including regulars, militia, and In-

dians, at Montreal. Directions were sent to the com-
mander at Niagara to cause as many Indian auxiliaries

as possible to join him at Fort Frontenac, in order to

take part in an expedition against the Senecas. Of all

the Iroquois nations, these had most offended in making
attacks upon the Illinois and Miamis.
In the meantime, the active Governor of the New

* Frontenac had also made the severe remark, that he knew of no
savages who had ever learned to speak the French language, but of
many French who had adopted the customs as well as the language
of savages.

i 1
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York colony, had proclaimed himself the protector of

the Iroquois, promising to support them and forbidding
them to treat with the French.

155. Having moved his forces to the north shore of

Lake Ontario, de la Barre conducted them across to the
other side and established them at a place called Port
Famine. He had previously sent a priest, M. Le Moyne,
well kuown by the Iroquois, to induce them to come
and treat with him. Le Moyne came with a number of

deputies from the cantons to Port Famine. These,
chiefly Oneidas and Cayugas, were scarcely courteous,

but agreed to the Governor's demands, excepting the
principal one which related to the Illinois. The Gov-
ernor, whose force was suffering from disease, as well

as from the scarcity and bad quality of the provisions,

felt obliged to accept the terms of the Iroquois. It is

said that he acquiesced in abandoning the Illinois, on
condition that the French amongst them should be
spared.

After this, de la Barre recrossed the lake and de-

scended the St. Lawrence.
156. The troops were exceedingly dissatisfied with,

and even ashamed of the way in which the expedition

had been brought to a close. Presently, after the others

bad gone away, Captain de la Durantaie, the commander
at Niagara, made his appearance on the lake with five

hundred savages and two hundred French Canadians,
whom, accordmg to orders, he had with the greatest

difficulty collected. When they found the army gone,

.'iTitl learned what had occurred, the chiefs were indig-

nant, and all spoke in contemptuous terms of the Gov-
ernor's conduct.

157. As soon as word reached France, de la Barre
was censured and his appointment was canxjelled.

158. The next governor was M. de Denonville. Ho
arrived in the spring of 1G85, nad immediately set about

making himself acquainted with the exact position of

the colony. He had brought out three hunared soldiers,

who were followed by a like number shortly afterwards.
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Although the Iroquois preserved some semblance of

])eace, the Governor saw tliat they were likely, at any
time, to declare open warfare. They continued their

uttacks upon the western Indians as heretofore. Do Do-
iionville sent urgently for reinforcements from Franco,

but none arrived until 1687, when ei^jit hundred so -

(liers were brought out by M. de Vaudrouil.

In the meantime he made preparations lor collccLii;
;

a-! large a force as possible at Cataracoui.

15i>. In 1087, before any hostilities occurred, tlio

(jfovcrnor carried into effect certain instructions which
liu had received from the Court of France. He had
been directed to select, from among any Iroquois pri-

.sDuers he might capture, a number of robust men, and

.send them home to work in the King's galleys, like con-

victs. With the aid of the missionanes, Lamberville

and Milet, who did not know what was intended, a

number of Iroquois chiefs were induced to go to Cata-

racoui, as if to a conference. They w^ere seized, bound
juul sent off to France. The injury was made more in-

tolerable to men of their habits, by keeping them shut
up, during their long passage across the Atlantic, in

the holds of ships.

It is clear that the Court of France was guilty of a crime
in this transaction, and that de Denonville deserved
blame for obeying those wicked orders. The affair was
followed, after a time, by consequences severely felt, both
in Canada and in the New England settlements.

160. De Denonville, who had left Montreal on June
lltli, with eight hundred regulars, three hundred Hu-
rons, Algonquins, Iroquois converts and Abenaquis, and
nearly one thousand Canadian militia, crossed the lake

Ontario to the mouth of the river Genessee. Sixty

Frenchmen and four hundred Ottawas arrived from the
Avest to take part in the attack upon the Senecas. De
Calliere led the advanced guard. Before reaching the
bourgades of the Senecas some defiles were to be passed
tlirough. Here a considerable body of Senecas awaited
the approach of the invaders.

!
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On former occasions, when de Trafcy and de Courcelle

had invaded the cantons, the barbarians had retired

into the forest without fighting. The Senecas who wore

the most numerous, if not the bravest of the Five Na-
tions, acted differently. They sent forward eight hun-

dred warriors to the advantageous position afforded bv

the defiles. There a desperate battle took place. Souk;

of the savage allies, especially the Ottawas, took to

flight, and the French regulars were thrown into disor-

der. In the end, however, the French gained the vii-

tory and continued their march towards the bourgades
Charlevoix says of this battle :

" The converted sin n-

ges and the Canadian militia did themselves credit, but

the regulars, not much ; after the battle, the Ottawas
who had shown most cowardice in the conflict, dis-

tinguished themselves by their barbarities on the dead

bodies of their enemies." On the French side there

were six regulars and Canadians killed, and twenty
wounded, besides a considerable number of the Indian

auxiliaries.

In front of the first bourgade the Senecas made ano-

ther but brief stand. At the close of this skirmish it

was seen that the village was reduced to ashes, having
been burned by the inhabitants. Still there remained
many thousand bushels of maize, and a prodigious num-
ber of pigs. The other three bourgades of the Senecas

were found deserted.

In order to punish them effectually, the French spent

ten days in destroying the maize, live animals, growing-

crops and habitations, but did not pursue the enemy
into the forest.

The results of this expedition were disastrous to the

Senecas. Before it, they numbered about ten thousand
souls, and were able to furnish about nine hundred war-

riors. But now they were speedily reduced to one-half

their former strength. Many perished of famine dunng
the winter. A great number fled to the mountains or

to seek shelter amongst the nearest tribes to the west of

their ruined settlements.
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Thus de Denonville humbled the formerly powerful

nation of Seneoas.*

161. Before returning to Montreal, de Denonville

marched to the site of the old fort built by la Salle,

which stood on the right bank of the Niagara river, be-

low the great Falls. There he caused a new fort to be
built and garrisoned it with one hundred men. He also

took measures for strengthening other French posts

including forts Frontenac, Detroit, Michillimakinac, St.

Joseph and St. Louis on the Illinois river. The object

was to form a chain of posts to serve the purposes of

excluding the English traders, magazines for goods re-

quired in the traffic with the Indians, and a line of

communication between the French colony and the val-

ley of the Mississippi.

163. The war with the Iroquois had now begun in

earnest. The seizure of their chiefs and the severe

chastisement which had been inflicted on the Senecas
roused the ferocity of the people belonging to all the

other cantons, while the English colonists encouraged
their enmity towards the French. During the ensuing
fourteen years there was no real peace between the latter

and the people of the cantons.

163. The Iroquois, to the number of five or six hun-
dred warriors, came in to attack the fortified places and
to ravage the settlements along the Richelieu and were,

Avith difficulty, repelled. On the island of Montreal, two
able leaders, M. de Calliere and M. de Vaudreuil, di-

rected the construction of twenty small forts for refuge
in case of sudden attack. Ville-Marie was surrounded
by high palisades. Towards winter the people began to

feel as if the country was falling into the horrible state

it was in previously to 1.603. Alarming news was
brought from the French posts in the west, to the effect

* About this period the famous -le Moyne d'lberville jierformed a
series of exploits in Hudson's Bay and on the coasts of Newfound-
land English forts and ships were attacked and captured.
D'Iberville was one of eight brothers, sons of Charles Le Moyne

who had come out with Maisonneuve among the earliest colonists of
the Island of Montreal.

I
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thiit the Ottawa Indians and some other of the allies

Avero secretly plotting against the colony with tlie Iro-

(|U()i;:5. The garrison left at Fort Niagara was so weak-
ened by disease, arising from the use of bad provisions,

aiul so many had died, that the commander felt obliged

to abandon the post in order to save the lives of the

survivors. In addition, the small pox ravaged the coun-
try and carried off several hundred victims.* The pop-

ulation of the colony in the years 1688 and 1089 was
reduced to less than it had been six or seven years before.

164. Unfortunate events happened in 1088.

The Kings of England and France had sent out di-

rections to their respective colonial Governors, desiring

them to abstain from all hostile acts against each other,

and to cause their respective Indian allies to remain
also at peace. The New Yort Governor, Colonel Dun-
gan, then advised the Iroquois chiefs to propose terms
to de Denonville. They were, compensation to the Se-

necas, the restoration of the Iroquois warriors who had
been carried off to France, as well as all other captives

in the hands of the French or of their allies, and to do
away with Forts Niagara and Fronteuac. De Denon-
ville received the Iroquois deputies at Three Rivers

and agreed to the conditions relating to prisoners

and to the forts. The negotiations about the other

points were not completed and the Iroquois ambassa-
dors returned for further instructions from their own
people. Just at this time a renowned but very deceit-

ful Huron chief, named Kondiaronk, fell in with the

l)arty of Iroquois, having lain in wait for them. Sud-
denly he and his followers attacked them. Some of the

attendants of the ambassadors were killed and wounded.
All at once, when informed of their character and busi-

ness, Kondiaronk pretended surprise, stating that the

"Ononthio" himself had ordered him to assail them.
The Iroquois were completely deceived by the Huron's
explanations.

*Some accounts state that fourteen hundred deaths occurred
among the French and many more of the Indians.
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The result of this and other acts of treachery on tlie

|)iut of Kondiaronk, who did not wish peace to be made
lietween the French and their enemies, was, that the

j)eople of the cantons became more excited, and more
iletermined than before, to continue the war. Hostili-

ties were, accordingly, resumed. The Iroquois every-

where beset the French settlements. More than one
thousand of the colonists are said to have been killed

by their enraged enemies in the course of that year.
* AFeanwliile, de Denonville began to run short of sup-

plies of all kinds ; but the Iroquois were furnished with

weapons and munitions of war by the English colonists.

105. To enable the young reader to form a clear idea

of the deplorable condition and prospects of Canada at

that time, we shall quote the words of de Denonville

himself: " The enemy like a great many wolves prowl
along the borders of the forest. They are subtle, falling

back whenever seen by a party able to fight them. One
might speak of following them up with hunting dogs.

lUit the only blood-hounds for that are the Indians, and
these we have not, since the few who seem to stand by us

cannot be rehed on. The only means of safety consist in

having forts on every seignieury to shelter the people and
their animals. This may save their lives for a season
hut cannot prevent their ruin, because, when shut up in

the redoubts, they cannot feed the cattle. The lands
are so separated and exposed that on every clearing a
guard is required to protect the workers gathering the

harvest. To maintain this war with honour would re-

quire four thousand additional soldiers, with provisions

for two years, and other supplies."

De Calliere, with the Governor's consent, went to

France to implore succours. He represented to the

Court that the only way of saving the French colony
was to obtain possession of the English colony of New
York, and thus put an end forever to the continual
evil influence of the English over the Iroquois nations.

160. Bad as matters were in 1688, they became worse
f^till for the French colonists in 1 689. William III was

!
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now on the throne of England, so that the English Colo-

nial Governors were releiised from the orders whitli

James II had given them about abstaining from hostili-

ties. In fact, the two mother countries went to wnr
witli each other on account of the exiled King James II

taking refuge at the Court of France.
16*. The crowning disaster of the year 1689 was the

** massacre of Lachine.*' On August 4th, in the midst
of a storm of rain and hail, upwards of twelve hundred
Iroquois warriors invaded the island of Montreal. Dui*-

ing the night they spread in parties among the settle-

ments ana commenced an indiscriminate massacre of

men, women, and children. The cruelties which tliev

committed were enonnous. One author says "they sur-

passed themselves." Women and infants were impaled
and burnt. Within the space of an hour, more than
two hundred persons were thus put to death in the

neighbourhood of Lachine.
On the first alarm, M. de Vaudreuil had directions

to occupy a structure called fort Rolland, with one hun-

dred men. He had strict orders not to go out of the

fort on any account. About forty soldiers and as many
savages were detached to the support of de Vaudreuil's

party; the greater number of these were slaughtered

within sight of fort Rolland. The atrocities ceased only

Avhen the pitiless assailants were tired of carnage. More
than two hundred prisoners were taken and hurried olf

to the Iroquois cantons to be burnt and otherwise t(n'-

mented to death.

Never before or since that fatal night has so terrilde

a tragedy occurred in Canada. When it was brought
to a close, the Iroquois overspread the island. For the

space of two months they kept possession of the islanrl.

until October, when at length they departed homewards.
168. The news of the Lachine massacre occasioned

dismay in every settlement and at every station in the

colony. Excepting in some few cases, the French seemed
to lose all spirit and counsel, for nowhere was any effec-

tive resistance offered.
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Thus, although de Denonvillo wad a courageous uud

iiblo general, his governorship seemed on the ^wiut ut*

closing with the ruin of tlio country.

Nor was there now any communication kept ui) with

the distant outlying fortified posts. In fact, Mat^um
had already been abandoned, and orders luid, some time

before, been sent to fort Frontenac, for the commandLi"

there to save his garrison, by a retreat to Ville-Miiric.

169. At this critical juncture, when all seemed lo^t,.

M. de Denonville wtis recalled to France, while Count
Frontenac, still vigorous, although now nearly seventy

yojirs old, was sent out to be a second time Governor of

the colony.

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIRST.

Frontenac Goveunor a Second Time.—Measures for Restor-

ing THE Fortunes of the Colony.—'• La Petite Guerre."

—Siege of Quebec in 1690.

—

Expedition against the

Iroquois in 1696

—

Death of Frontenac—De Calliere.

Governor. (A. D. 1689-1703.)

IKO, Frontenac's return, and his measures, raised

pe< >ple's spirits and soon put a better face on affairs. At
Montreal ne arranged plans both for the better protec-

tion of the island, and for some winter operations against

The English colonists. These were asserted to have been
t-t^ blame for inciting the Iroquois to make their late

dr. iwlful incursions.

171. He had brought out with him, from France, the
chiefs who had been so cruelly and unjustly carried off

into captivity. With all the art he could use, he tried

to gain their good will on the passage, and, in a great
measure, succeeded. Then he sent them to their coun-
trymen, so that they might use their influence in mak-
ing them more friendly towards the French colonists.

I

I
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172. When Frontenac, on his arrival, learned tliat

de Denonville had ordered fort Cataracoui to be abtiu-

doned, he at once prepared reinforcements for that place,

and sent forward messengers to oi'der the garrison to

remain there. But it was too late, for the commandant
at Cataracoui had already quitted the post, after de-

stroying such materials as he did not wish to fall into

the enemy's hands.

mS, Next, he caused three expeditions to be prepared;

the first, against the English settlements on the river

Hudson, the second against those of the region now
named New Hampshire, and the third against sonio

fortified stations situated at Casco Bay, near the mouth
of the river Kennebec.
The accounts of these expeditions, wliich started in

the month of January 1690, from Montreal, Tlireo Ilivi is

and Quebec, respectively, shew us what a fearful thiu:,^

it was for the colonists of those days to be exi)osed to

raids. The French colonists, associated Vvitli t^avages,

were skilful in that kind of warfare which was c illeii

**la petite guerre." Bands of one or two hundred would
sometimes go through incredible hardshi[)s, suffering;*

from hunger and cold in the forests, and amidst ice aiul

snow, until an opportunity occurred of falling suddenly

upon their enemies.

174. In the winter expeditions of 1690, Corlaer (Sche-

nectady), and also the town of Salmon Falls in New
Hampshire were destroyed by fire, and their inhabitants

oruelly massacred, with the exception of some, in eaeh

instance, who were carried oflE prisoners. The expedi-

tion to Casco Bay ended in the capture of the English

fortified posts there.

175. But, although, by these undertakings, Fronte-

nac restored some degree of confidence to the French
colonists, yet the chief effect was to make the English

more active and more hostile than ever before. With a

fleet of seven vessels, and eight hundred men, commo-
dore Phipps was sent to ravage the French settlements

in Acadia.
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176. Later in the season, namely in October 1600,

the same Phipps came up the St. Lawrence to attack

Quebec with a fleet and land forces, lie had thirty-five

vessels and about two thousand colonial militia.

Frontenac with surprising energy, courage and .skill,

defended the place. When summoned to surronder, in

the name of King William and Mary of Englund, he

said he would reply by the mouth of his cannon. An
assault was attempted near the mouth of the river Sr.

Charles. Frontenac sent bodies of Canadian militia to

oppose the attack, keeping his regulars prepared on the

side nearer the city. The conflict ended in the i-epuli^e

of the assailants. Several attempts, supported by can-
nonades, were made, but all were defeated. After a siege

of eight days, in the course of which Phipps is recorded
to have lost upwards of five hundred men, the English
forces retreated down the river. A great many of the

ships never returned to Boston and New York, whence
they came, as they were wrecked in the lower St. Law-
rence and the Gulf.

177. While these things were going on at Quebec, a
considerable army, together with Iroquois auxiliaries,

were led by General Winthrop to the attack of Montreal,

by way of Lake Champlain and the Richelieu. This
force, a very great one for those days, had its march ar-

rested before it reached the St. Lawrence. The Irofiuois

became discontented, the small pox broke out and cur-

ried off many, and the difficulties of the way were too

great to be surmounted. Therefore, this undertakini;,

also, com))letely failed.

178. Frontenac's conduct in defending Quebec lV.>i:i

the attacks of Phipps has been much praised. To ee'n -

brate his victory a medal was struck in Paris. A church,

also, in the Lower-Town, was named, in memory oi' ill >

occasion, " Notre-Dame de la Victoire."*

*One of the first cannon-shots fired from Frontenac's batteries
against the English, struclc the rigging of Phipps' sliip carrying away
the flag, which fell into the river. This was brought aeliore by some
Canadian swimmers and put in the Cathedral of the city, where it

remained, as a trophy, until the year 1759.
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179. From this time until 1696, Frontenac, with un-
abated vigour, went on with endeavours to repel the

Iroquois, to strengthen the Fi*ench outposts at Catara-

coui on Lake Ontario, and at other places more distant,

and to form plans for baffling the English. He took a
great deal of trouble to conciliate the Indian chiefs, by

whom he was greatly '' Imircd. At the same time, his

attention at home was much occupied with squabbles

al)out the liquor traffic, and other troublesome matters.

Bishop Laval had long since—after the year 1688—re-

tired from active life. His successor M. de Vallier and
the clergy, were not generally on good terms with

the Governor i*especting the several subjects of dispute.

But in regard to other public affairs, Frontenac had
renderel himself veiy popular both with the French
and the Indians.

180. The Iroquois, however, could neither be giined

over from alliance with the English nor prevented from
continuing their incui'sions into Canada. They were,

about this time, in the habit of establishing themselves

near the entrances of the Ottawa into the St. Lawrence.
Every season they formed camps there, remaining on
the watch for the Indians from above bringing down
the products of the chase for traffic with the French.

They also sent parties of warriors in different directions

to commit atrocities upon ithe French colonists. Some-
times they were met by French parties and signally

defeated. On one of these occasions, at the place now
called Boucherville, Captain de la Durantaye had a con-

siderable battle with them, and chastised them severely.

But, in general, the Iroquois kept up a state of alarnii,

avoiding great conflicts.

181. To put an end to all this, Frontenac resolved

to do as de Tracy, de Courcelle, and de Denonville, had
done before him. He assembled all the force of the col-

ony, which with savage auxiliaries amounted to more
than two thousand men, at the island of Perrot, above

Montreal. Thence, in July 16&6, he moved upwards to

Lake Ontario, and crossed to Chouagen (Oswego), where
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he landed and marched against the canton of the Onon-
(lagas. Although se enty-five years old he commanded
in person, having under him M. de la Calliere, M. de
Vaudreuil, and M. de Ramezay. There was no fighting

oil this expedition, for the Onondagas burnt their habi-

tations and retired into the forest. All the remaining
j)roperty and crops were destroyed. De Calliere was
detached to do the same in the villages of the Oneidas.

When all belonging to the French force expected ordei*s

to continue operations against the other Iroquois can-

tuns, the old Governor would not consent. He thought
t'uough had been done to bring the Iroquois to reason,

aad he was afraid to risk his own people s safety by de-

laying the retreat until late in the season.

The effects upon the Iroquois were the same as be-

foie. Their incursions were for a time checked, and
they entered into negociations for peace.

183. The remainder of Frontenac's governorship was
occupied with objects which then seemed the most proper
ones to be pursued. First, great plans were devised for

attacking, and even conquering, the English colonies.

These were now populous enough to have more than
'i5,000 males able to bear arms, besides a considerable

Heet. France and England being at war, a French fleet

and army were to assail the En^ish from the sea while
Frontenac should do the same from the direction of

(Janada. But all that was really done, was to promote
the attack of the English colonists by means of the
Abenaquis, and to carry on the "petite guerrvV' already

mentioned.

183. The second part of Froutenac's operations con-
sisted in endeavours to carry out two designs, namely,
to gain over the Iroquois from the English cause, and
to conciliate, as much as possible, the friendship and
support of the western tribes. In the former of these,

the very best that could be effected was a doubtful neu-
trahty.

184. Engaged up to the last in such pursuits, the
brnve old man, in the 78th year of his age, was seized

9
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with mortal sickness and died on November 28th, 1098.

Although the defects in his chanicter have been severely

censured by some, he was honoured with the title of

** Saviour of the Colony." He found it, in 1089, on the

brink of ruin. With little or no aid from the niotlier

country, he restored its fortunes. His favouritc^s, tlic

Recollets, conducted his funeral, and interred his re-

mains inside their own chapel.

185. A year before, namely, in 1697, peace had been
made between France and England.
186. Frontenac was succeeded by M. de Calliero.

This Governor followed up the plane of his predecessor

in regard to the Indians, and was successful in procur-

ing great gatherings of all the tribes in the years 1700

and 1701, at Montreal. At least 1300 chiefs and depu-
ties came to the meeting, held in August of the year

last named.* A treaty was signed which included all

the tribes which had been hostile to each other. All

were to give up their prisoners and remain in perpetual

firiendsiiip.

187. The English colonists, elaiming tlie Iroquois as

their allies and English subjects, would not consent to

the restoration of the captives held in the cantons, ex-

cept through themselves. This afterwards occasioned

much conference and unpleasant feeling between the

French and Engiish Governore. But the Iroquois,

whether they were sincere or not, desired the Frencli to

send them missionaries for their conversion and religious

instruction. These subtle people, however, had inde-

pendent notions of their own. They saw that both j3ar-

ties courted them and that they could give weight to

the cause of either. In particular they claimed their

lands as their own, and that they owed allegiance to no

European king.

188. De Calliere, who also was well advanced in

years, died at Quebec on May 2Gtli, 170.3. Althougli lie

* The celebrated Indiaa cbief, Kondiarouk, the Huron, nicknamed
the Bat, died whfle the meetings were being held, after making li

great ^)eech.
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had lived to see some of the principal aims of his late

<?ommander carried out to a successful issue, yet, before

his death, the two mother countries were again involved

ill war. His last days, therefore, were occupied in mak-
ing arrangements for the defence of the colony against

the English, who were reixjiiied to be preparing great

expeditions against it, by sea and by land.

189. De Calliere was a man of great firmness of

character, and his influence with the savage chiefs was
second only to that of Count Frontenac.

CHAPTER TWENTY-SECOND.

Governors after de Calliere.—Population.—Why Emigra-

tion WAS NOT CONTINUED.

—

WhY THE FRENCH KEPT NEAR

THE Ancient Settlements.—Boundaries.—Hostile In-

cursions.—English and French Colonists.—Mutual
Feelings. (A.D. 1703-17 54.)

190. During about half a century from the time of

de Calliere, Canada had four governors in succession.

These were, M. de Vaudreuil, M. de Beauharnois, M. de
la Jonquiere, and M. Duquesne. In that time the pro-

gress in population was nearly four-fold, as it was in-

creased from about thirteen thousand to upwards of fifty

thousand. The increase, however, did not proceed
from the bringing out of emigrants from France. This
liad ceased altogether when warfare commenced, and
Avben the affairs of the colony were falling into such a
bad condition, in 1685. After 1700, to 1723 or 1724,
there were perhaps one thousand new colonists, almost
all of them soldiers, who were allowed to settle down in

the country, instead of returning home to France, at thd

close of their service in the army.
191, It may be asked why emigration was not re-

newed, as in the days of de Courcelle and Talou. It

may also be asked why the French clung so closely to

1
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the neighbourhood of the ancient stations of Quebec,
Three Rivers, the Forts on tlie Richelieu, and Montreal—especially when the Iroquois ceased from their incur-

sions, as they did, for the most part, after the treats-

made with Governor de Calliere in 1701.

In answer to these questions we must say, that the

government and statesmen of France had their attention

taken up with their affairs in Europe. These, with their

great armies and fleets, required all the wealth they

could command, leaving nothing for the strengthening
of the colony, jiesides this, the troubles of the colonists

were well enough known to deter people from desiring

to come out in numbers. Also the climate, and country,

altogether, were thought inferior to what they had in

their own " la belle France.'' *

To create numerous and populous settlements in the

fertile regions of western America, was not an object

with the government of France. All that could be done,

and all that the Governors and In tendants were allowed

to do, was to establish fortified trading posts at different

points. These were to keep up some communications
with the valleys of the Ohio and Mississippi, and to

secure from the foreign traders the traffic with the In-

dians. So far from lending a willing ear to plans for

colonizing lands beyond the island of Montreal, the Court

several times gave express orders to seek only to strength-

en the country near to the ancient stations on the lower

St. Lawrence—as Quebec, Three Rivers, Montreal, and

the Richelieu. By so doing it might be hoped that the

approach would at least be barred against foreign nations,

since these could not bring their great ships beyond
those stations, which would have to be captured before

anything could be done by them towards possessing the

West. In fact, it was not uncommon for people of in-

fluence to say that it was not well to "depopulate France

in order to populate the wilds of America."

* One of their most famoiie writers afterwards included in a single

phrase the general notion about Canadat—for he .aid it was "only a

few arpents ^t snow or frozen ground."
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Therefore nearly all that was done towards pushing-

French settlement westwards was owing to the mis-

sionaries and tlieir friends in Europe, without the hel[)

of the government.
WYZ. B}' a treaty of peace, in 1G97—called the treaty

of liyswick—it was agreed that France should retain all

her American territories from Maine to Labrador, with-

out Hudson's Bay and the east coast of Newfoundland.
The English colonists however claimed temtory, botii

in the east and west, which the French considered theirs

—also sovereignty over the Iroquois country and the val-

ley of the Ohio. Afterwards their claim included all

the regions between the Atlantic and the St. Lawrence
and great lakes, and as far as. the Mississippi. Althougli
commissioners were named to settle boundaries, yet

nothing was ever done to satisfy both parties. The
French governors, denying the English claims, gave
orders to stop all foreign traders, and to seize tlieir goods
and themselves, when they came beyond the Alleghany
mountains.

Thus there were many causes of quaiTel between the
colonists of the two mother countries.

The Iroquois, although they usually joined the Eng-
lisli, declared themselves independent of both nations.

193. In 1707, and following yeai'S, the western tribes

broke out into hostilities amongst themselves. The
French, under Cadillac de la Mothe, who had tried to

establish a considerable station at Detroit, took part in

those troubles. At the same time the GoveriiOr de Vau-
(ireuil, encouraged incursions into Vermont and New
Hampshire, in the course of which, atrocities siniihir

to those of Corlaer and Salmon Falis were again com-
mitted.* This led to renowned attacks by the English

* Before this time, namely in 1704, a party of French Canadians
and Indians, under M. de Rouville, attacked a place called Deerfield,
in Massachusetts, in the winter time. On this occasion about fifty of
the inhabitants were massacred and some prisoners carried off, after
the pluce had been plundered and bximt. Durinir several years after-

word"? Iho frontiers of New England audCanada were scenes of pillage
and bio >dslied.
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culoiiists upon Acadia, and to attempts at invasion by
the way of Lake Champltiin. Fort Royal was again

taken in 1710, and its name changed to Annapohs, in

honour of Queen Anne.
194. Towards 1710 and 1711, the English colonists

were strongly moved by a feeling which those of New-
France had entertained as early as the time of Frontu-
iiac—namely, that quiet and progress could not be tiie

lot of both, while they dwelt so near each other, on tlie

same continent. The French had formerly thought of

plans for subduing the New Enfflanders. Now, the

New Englanders took up the idea that the French must
be subdued or driven from the continent.

This idea was encouraged by the events and conse-

(fuences of the great wars between the two mother
count#L.*s in Europe. France was suffering most. Her
resources were nearly exhausted. The long and costly

reign of King Louis AlV was approaching its close. The
armies of Queen Anne of England, under Marlborough
aided by allies, were gaining great victories. England,
now for the first time, began to send out to her colonies

considerable bodies of regular troops. It came to be a

settled purpose that the North American colonies of

France should be conquered.
It will be seen that this was not effected until fifty

years later than the time of which we now speak. There
was even a long interval of peace and progress in Can-
ada, extending from 1713 to 1744 before the final strug-

gle commenced. But, nevertheless, the colonists of both

countries never receded from their opposite sentiments

about boundaries and conquest.

195. In July, 1711, a fleet sailed from Boston, under
Admiral Walker, to attack the French on the lower St.

Lawrence, while an army of five thousand men, under
General Nicholson, moved from New York and Albany,

to assail them by way of Lake Champlain on the Riche-

lieu and at Montreal. At the same time, some western

tribes, especially the Outagamis, or Foxes, took up arms
on the English side.

.i 1
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De Vaudreuil contrived to induce the Senecas to re-

main neutral. Tlie other people of the five nations
joined the English. He could only muster about four
thousand five hundred males able to bear arms, with six

himdretl and thirty regulars. It was not easy to see

liow Canada, witli such xv,rces could contend against the
nun-o iK)werful English colonies, in which tiiere were
now sixty thousand males able to take the field. More-
over the aid from England greatly exceeded that which
France gave to her people.

196. By great good fortune the French in the west
beat the Outagamis and established {)eace in that quar-

ter. In the lower St. Lawrence, storms dispersed Admi-
ral Walkers fleet. Many of his ships foundered, and
nearly a thousand men were drowned.
About the same time the army which was approach-

ing by Lake Champlain retired, and thus a very formid-
able danger was averted.

197. Soon afterwards negociations for peace were
begun between England and France, which led to a
treaty between King Louis and Queen Anne, in the
year 1713. From this time there was a state of peace
between the rival colonies for upwards of thirty years.

198. De Vaudreuil continued Governor of Canada
nutil the year 1725, when, on October 19th, he died at

Quebec.

199. Before his decease, the population of the colo-

ny exceeded twenty-six thousand, and the j)eace which
ri'igned allowed much progress to be made in other re-

spects. Quebec had become a considerable city with

seven thousand inhabitants. Montreal had about three

thousand. There were eighty-two parishes settled along
tlio banks of the St. Lawrence. Ships were built at

Quebec and sent home to France, laden with peltry,

sawed oak, tobacco, meal, peas, and various kinds of

provisions raised in the colony. Stations had been es-

taljlished which connected Canada with Louisiana.

Forts at Cataracoui, Niagara, Detroit, Michillimakinac
and other principal points enabled the French to con-
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trol the great lakes and to secure most of the tmffic of
the western Indians. Such a state of prosperity had
never been enjoyed in the colony since the departure cjL'

Talon.
*^00. It should be mentioned here that the traffic in

Canada was principally in the hands of a company. This
had been established, under the title of "The West In-
dian Company," very soon after the colony had beconio
a Royal Government. It was now styled " The Coui-

I)any of the Indies." The inhabitants however were at

liberty to traffic on their own account with the Indians,
provided they paid to the company a certain part of the
worth of the more valuable furs.

The intendants also encouraged road making between
the parishes, and various domestic manufactures.
Amongst the latter were articles made of flax and hemp
grown in the country.

201. In 17Jii2, vessels of war and merchantmen were
built at Quebec and sent to Europe. As many as nine-

teen ships, this year, were despatched to France and the

West Indies. They were laden with peltiy and the

other products already named.
It was the custom then for the families of the officers

of the colony, and the members of the religious orders,

to obtain their linen and various fabrics annually, by a

company's ship from France. A large ship, called the

Chameau, bringing out those supplies, was wrecked in

the Gulf. Nearly three hundred persons were lost, and
all the merchandise. In consec^uence, there was great

inconvenience in the following winter. But, in the end,

good came of it, for the people were obliged to find out

other ways of supplying their necessities, which they did

by having recourse to articles less fine in texture, but

made entirely by themselves into garments.

202. The New England colonists were at this time,

as has been stated, much more numerous and wealthy

than the French. Those of Massachusetts, alone, could

furnish sixteen regiments of militia, and fifteen troops

of horsemen. Those of New York pushed their out-
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osts as far as Ontario. Exteiuling from Albany, they

ad now a chain of stations reaching to the south shore
<){' the lake. There they built a tort and magazine at a

place called Chouagen—since Oswego—in order to fa-

vour their interests in opposition to the French at

Oataracoui.

Tlie French Governor objected to this measure. But
more than thirty years elapsed before steps were taken

to force the English from this advantageous position.

In the meantime the Abenaquis, always faithful to the

French, and quite as brave as the Iroquois, were gradu-

allv driven back towards the St. Lawrence. The Eng-
lisfi had erected forts towards the sources of the river

(Connecticut, to cover their movements against these

savages.

*^03. Although it was a time of peace, it was thoudit
advisable not to neglect the means of future defeiice.

]fIontreal was surrounded by a low wall of stone. At
Quebec, fortifications were begun on a better plan under
a celebrated engineer named de Lery. Considerable \)oy-

tions of the walls and other works of that period are

to be seen at the present day.

At Niagara, the old fort of de Denonville was pulled
down, and a substantial stone one was built on its site.

Fort Oataracoui or Frontenac was put into a good state

of defence.

304. The loss to the colony, arising from the ab-

sence of persons who became *^ runners of the woods,"
continued to be considerable. Efforts to bring them
back were made in vain. As beavers became more and
more scarce in the old hunting grounds, the hunters
went farther away to seek them. The Indians from the
northwest were in the habit of bringing down beaver
skins every season to Montreal—enough to load from
one hundred and fiftv to two hundred canoes. The esti-

mated value was from three to four hundred thousand
francs.

The Indians and "coureurs des bois" were more anx-
ious to take their furs for sale to the English than to
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the French, as they obtained from the former tlireefoUl

the i>rk;e. It is easy to aee that this cause made it dif-

ficult to prevent a great share of tlie peltry trade from
being lost to ti»e French.

20ii, VV lien Governor de Vaudreuii died in 1725, M. de

Lougueuil, a member of the famous family of le Moyne,
became temporary govenior. As he was born in the

colony, an application for him to succeed to de Vaii-

drouil's office was made but was refused by the Court of

France.
'^00. The new Governor, the Marquis de Beauhar-

nois, an'ived in June, 1720. His governorship lasted

twenty-one years. During the greater part of that {X'-

riod the general prosperity of the colony continued,

although there were occasional interru])tions. Tliese

arose from quarrels among the restless tribes of the west,

and also from a source very common and fatal to many
in those days—the small-pox. In one year (1733) this

disease was in almost every settlement and village. In

1736 the French under M. de Bienville were defeated

by some western tribes against which they had marched.
1 his warfare lasted several years.

^07. Apart from the interruptions which have been

alluded to, the colony made great progress in the time

of Beuuhamois. The population reached to upwards of

forty thousand in 1738. Ship building advanced. Lum-
ber and other products of the forest were exported.

Mines of copper and lead were discovered in the hike

regions. Iron ore was made use of, a forge having been

constructed at the St. Maurice for that purpose in 1736.

A road was made all the way from Quebec to Montreal
along the north shore of the St. Lawrence.

Ji08. But these peaceable improvements were at

length brought to a close. Disputes about the intru-

sions of the English traders into the valley of the Ohio

—then called "la belle riviere"—and about the boun-

daries, rose to a great height. The Governor made
great preparations for a new war, which he saw would
soon come.
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2O0, Amongst other steps which hjul boon taken to

l)ar llio rojul of access into the colony from the direc-

tion of the Enghsh stations near the Hudson, the moat
iiiiiM)rtant was the commencement of Fort St. Frederick
or down-Point on Lake Champlain. M. Beauharnois,
by ilio advice of the Intendant. M. Hocquhart, selected

tluiL site in 1731. It Injcame noted in the subsequent
history of the colonies.

*ilO. On tlie Atlantic coast, the French had begun,
previously to 1730, to colonize the island of Cap-Breton.
On the east coast of that island choice was made of a

liarlx>ur and site upon which the government of France
expended enormous sums. It was called Louisbourg,
and was intended for a place of refuge for the French
shipping, and to be one of the strongest fortified places

in the world.

The English also, in 1749, founded a new naval sta-

tion on the coast of Acadia, or Nova Scotia, which was
named Halifax.

*ill. With the Iroquois, M. de Beauharnois as well

as his predecessor, had always contrived to be on good
terras. As the time of warfare was approaching, tiie

French missionaries amongst them used the greatest

exertions to influence them, so that at least they might
remain neutral.

313. About this time, under the auspices of Gover-

nor Beauharnois, the vast regions beyond the great lakes

and the river Mississippi were partially explored by M.
la Verendrye. He pushed his discoveries as far as the

Rocky Mountains.*

* A short summery of the French discoveries in the interior of the

continent will be useful in this place.

Champlain discovered the River Richelieu, Lake Champlain, Lake
George (St. Sacrament), Ottawa River, Lake Nipissing, Lake Huron,
Lake Simcoe, and Lake Ontario.

Nicolas Perrot, and the Jesuit missionary, AUouez, after learoinc:

the languages of the natives, extended the knowledge of the intcHor

around the great lakes Huron, Erie. Michigan and Superior, and of

the country occupied by various tribes between Michigan and the

Mississippi.

JoUiet, Marquette, and La Sail-, still further extended discovery
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^13. In addition to causes of ill-feelins: between tl10

English and French colonists, which have been de-

scribed, there was the declaration of war between the

mother countries, in the year 1 744. The French corsairs

on the coast had repeatedly taken English merchant
ships and carried them into Louisbourg harbour. The
New Englanders suffered a good deal in this way, and,

in consequence, resolved to begin by assaulting thut

stronghold.

A Beet under Admiral Warren assisted by the ships

and the militia of New En_gland captured Louisbourg
on June 17th, 1745. The French garrison was discon-

tented at the time, owing to some misconduct on the

part of their commander M. Duchambon, and another
person—M. Bigot—who became too famous in after

years. The place was surrendered by capitulation. The
troops by whom the place was actually taken were New
England militia.

^14. In 1747, while the war was being waged at sea,

«ff the coast of America, a French fleet, intended to re-

capture Louisbourg, was defeated by the English, who
took most of the ships. This fleet was under the com-
mand of M. de la Jonquiere, who had been appointed
to succeed Governor Beauharnois in Canada. But in-

stead of then assuming his office, the admiral was taken

and sent home to Europe as a prisoner of wjir.

215. Owing to the disaster which befel Admiral de

la Jonquiere, the French Court appointed a temporary
governor, M. de la Galissoniere. Although he only acted

during two years lie effected much. He was an accom-
plished man, as had been his predecessor, M. de Beau-
harnois. He drew up a complete Kiemorial of the

to and along the valley of the Mississippi, La Salle having descended
the great river into the gulf of Mexico.

Lastly, M. Vorendrye, in the time from 1723 to 1747, explored the
vast regions between the Rocky Mountains and the lakes Superior
And Winnipeg (Bourbon), and the country of the upper Missouri.
Verendrye was sixty years in advance of American explorers. Before
his time," the western tracts between California and Hudson's Bay
were unknown.
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condition and natural riches of New-France. He caused
several forts, especially those named Guspareaux and
Beausejour, to be put in good order against the English,

lit the Isthmus of Acadia. In order to keep up com-
munications with both the valley of the Ohio and of the
Mississippi—called Louisiana—he formed, and partly

carried out, plans for having chains of fortified posts,

extending from Montreal. By looking into the map
the reader will see the two great lines—including most
of the forts then existing—namely, Frontenac, Toronto,
Detroit, des Miamis, St. Joseph,"^ Chicago, Crevecoeur,

(liartres—^also, extending southwards, Niagara, Pres-

(ju'isle, de Bceufs, Machault and Duquesue. De la Ga-
lissonniere stationed several hundred men on the banks
of tlie river Ohio—then called "la Belle Riviere—to

keep out the New England traders.

He was recalled to France in 1749, when la Jonquiere
recovered his liberty.

316. The period, between 1749 and 1755 was passed
chiefly in mutual endeavours, by the French and Eng-
lish colonists, to supplant each other in the valley of
the Oliio. De la Jonquiere had orders to follow the
plans of la Galissonniere. He was an old man and was
accused of avarice, and of making profits out of the trade

of the west.* He died in May 1752 at Quebec, and was
succeeded by M. Duquesne, another old seaman. A
second time the Court of France declined to appoint as

Governor an officer born in Canada. M. de Longueuil,
son of the one already mentioned, was allowed to act as

commandant in the interval between the death of la

Jonquiere and the coming of Duquesne, but the chief

office in the colony was refused to liim.

Duquesne seems to have acted with vigour to correct

abuses and to improve the defences of the country. Groat
attention was paid to the discipline of the militia, who

* The Governors then received very small pay. Less than ;^;)00 a
year was allowe«l them to live on and to pay several persons on their
staff. The inliabitants began to comphiin of the conduct of the (4ov-
oniors and principal offlcials for makins? money out of their oppor-
tunities in charu^c of the public stores, etc.
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now amounted to about twelve thousand men. Many of

these were acquainted with military life, being disbanded
regulars, the plan of allowing soldiers to settle in the

<x)UQtry, instead of returning to France, being still en-

couraged. Duquesne, following the example of Gaiisson-

nitjre and de la Jonquiere, employed bodies of militia t(»

exclude the English from the vallev of the Ohio.

2i\ll, In 1753 and 1754, collisions, attended with

bloodshed, occurred between the English and French
in the course of their endeavours to maintain a footino

in the valley of the Ohio. The mother countries wore

not actually at war, although no friendly feeling reigned

between them. Louisbourg had been restored to France
and was made much stronger than before. The English

had now established themselves at Halifax. These two
strongholds served as places of shelter for the ships of

both nations, and also as harbours of rciiige for their

•corsairs. The constant capture of merchant vessels by

these, fostered feelings of enmity between the ]^)eoplo of

France and Canada on the one hand, and the English
colonists on the other. Besides these sources of irrita-

tion, there were others, connected with European affairs,

which made it certain that the two countries would soon

go to war again. While such was the state of affaii*s,

the collisions which have been alluded to happened on
the Ohio. • ^^ -:

218. A party of Virginian colonists commanded by

a young officer named Washington—^afterwards the

renowned American general—fell in with a body of

French militia. Washmgton's mission then was to sum-
mon the French to retire from the disputed territory.

The latter, whose commander was M. de Jumouvillo.

ndvanced, it would appear, to hold a parley with the

English. All at once, Jumonville's party found them-

selves surrounded and fired upon. The leader and eight

or nine of his men were killed.

This event created a great sensation among the French
colonists, and even in France. It was alleged to be a

murder.
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Not far from the scene of the occurrence, tlie English
had a fortified station, called Necessity, occupied by five

hundred men. At the French fort Duquesne, situated

at the confluence of the rivers Monongahela and Alle-

ghany, M. de Contrecoeur, the superior officer ofJunion-
ville, commanded.
Learning what had happened, Contrecoeur sent six

hundred Canadian militia and a party of Indians to re-

venge the death of JumonTille. They fell upon the

English post, fort Necessity, and availed its defenders

Irom the skirts of the surrounding forest. Being shel-

tered, the French lost only a few men, but killed eighty

or ninety of the English, who surrendered after a resist-

ance of ten hours.*
The capture of Fort Necessity happened on June 28th,

1754.

From this time there was no longer peace between
the English colonies and New-France.

CHAPTER TWENTY-THIRD.

Wars and Treaties between France and England relating
TO America.—Treaty of Ryswick in 1697.

—

Peace until
1702.

—

War until 1713.

—

Treaty of Utrecht in 1713.

—

Peace until 1744.

—

^War until 1748.

—

Treaty of Aix-la-
Chapelle in 1748.

—

Actual Position of the Colonists
in regard to each other in 1754. (A. D. 1697-1754.)

219. The reader cannot rightly understand the
course of events in the French and English-American
colonies without a knowledge of the wars and treaties

* The Monongahela, on the banks of which Fort Necessitj' was
placed, is one of the tributaries of the river Ohio.
Two copies of the terms, or conditions of surrender, were drawn

up and siffned by George Washington, and the French commander,
VilUers, a brother of the deceased Jumonviile. Both in the beijinnini^
and in the last article of the document the death of Juraouville is

i f

I
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between the mother countries. We shall here speak of

those only which relate to America between 1700 and
1763.

In 1700, and until 1702, there was peace between the

two countries, for a treaty, called "the Treaty of Rys-
wick," had been signed in 1697. By this, all the French
possessions in America were preserved to Prance, the

English gave up Hudson's Bay, and a river, called St.

George, was fixed as the boundary in Acadia or Nova
Scotia^ But the treaty of Ryswick settled nothing about
the boundaries between the French and English south
of Lake Ontario. The cause was that neither wished to

iiTitate the Iroquois by settling in that way whose sub-

jects they were. The English however claimed them.
Next, in 1702, the two countries again quarrelled about
European affairs. In 1703 and 1704 the colonists en-

tered into the quarrel and hostilities occurred. "Warfare

lasted until 1713, when the "Peace of Utrecht" was

signed by the mother countries.

By tiie treaty of Utrecht, France lost a great deal in

America. Her loss included Hudson's Bay, Newfound-
land, Acadia or Nova Scotia, with all the coasts, rivers

and islands connected with those regions. She retained

the island of Cap-Breton, the islands inside the gulf of

St. Lawrence, and the right of fishing on the coast of

Newfoundland. There remained to be settled, the

boundaries between the French and English colonists

outside of Acadia, as well as in other directions, towards

the country of the Abenaquis, towards the lakes Onta-

rio and Erie, and, west of the Alleghany mountain s,

towards the Ohio valley. These were left to be attended

to by umpires or commissioners. Nothing, however,

was reallj done by them in bringing about a proper un-

derstanding. The consequence was that ill feeling was

kept up between the colonists of the two countries. The

distinctly called an assassination. The English were obliged to give

two hostages. One of these was Captain Robert Stobo, who was
taken to Duqm'sne and afterwards to Quebec. We meet with this

man's nsimo afterwards, several times, hi the history of the war up
to ITtiO.

v..
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TREATY OF AIX-LA-CUAPELLE. 145

English began to claim all between the sea and the St.

Lawrence. Even when the mother countries were not
at war, their colonists in America were fighting against

eiiL'li other, or against their Indian allies. On each side,

(luring peace, new stations were occupied and fortified

ill pie]^)aration for the next war. But the mother coun-
tries did interfere sometimes and order the respective

governors to refrain from hostilities.

From 1713, the year of the peace of Utrecht, to 1744,

tlie affairs of France and England gave no pretext for

wuiture between then' colonists in America.
As Cap-Breton had been retained by France, Louis-

boiirg was founded in 1720. At several other places on
that island the French established settlements. But
many French remained in Acadia although it was ceded
to England.

230. In 1744, by which time Louisbourg was a strong
place, the two countries again went to war. Louisbourg
was taken by the English in the following year. This wai*

lasted until 1748 and was ended by the treaty of Aix-la-

(hapelle. According to this, Louisbourg was again
restored to France and matters in America were put on
the sane footing as before. Commissioners were again
a[)pointed to settle boundaries. But, again, nothing was
(lone by them, for, at their meetings in Paris they could
not or would not agree. In the meantime the colonists

oil both sides were extending their outposts in the direc-

tions where they considered their claims good. Thus
aifairs continued up to 1754. Then happenSi the occur-

rences described at the close of our last chapter. In fact

the colonists themselves began warfai^ on their own
account and carried it on at least two years before the

mother countries saw fit to declare agauist each other.

Nevertheless, each sent troops, ships, and munitions of

Avar, out to America, to support its respective colonial

subjects.

We shall now be better able to follow the course of

events between 1754 and 1763, when Canada was lost to

France for ever. «)

10

Mi

.'s
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221, To complete this chapter, it is only necessary
to state briefly what were the actual positions of the

colonists on both sides when fighting began between
them in 1754.

First, the French liad forts Gaspareaux and BeausC-
jonr, at the isthmus wliich joins Nova Scotia and New-
Brunswick. These were to keep guard against English
advances in that quarter. Then the Abenaquis, occu-

pying the interior of the region now called Maine, ami
extending along the northern parts of New Hampshire
and Vermont, were supported by the French against tlio

^English who claimed all their hunting grounds, as far as

the St. Lawrence.
Thirdly, to guard against approaches by way of Lake

Champlain, the French had a strong post at Crown-
Point (Fort St. Frederick) and the various forts along

the Richelieu. There was also a strong position, not

yet fortified, called afterwards Carillon (Ticonderoga),
' which commanded the route from Lake George to Lake
Champlain. But the English, on their side, had fort

Lydius (Port Edward), on the way between the head
waters of the Hudson and the south of Lake George.

They had also their chain of posts on the route from
Albany to Chouagen (Oswego) on the south shore of

Ontario.

Next, there were the chains of French posts leading

to the west, and to Louisiana, and those intended to

keep the English out of the Ohio valley, which have

been already described.

The English, beaten at fort Necessity, had now^ no

stations near to the Ohio region, beyond the moun-
tainous country west of Pennsylvania and Virginia.

The nearest was fort Cumberland, situated among the

Alleghany mountains.
In the interior, towards the region of the great lakes,

the English traders gave much offence, making their

way amongst the Indian tribes to traffic.

It must be remembered that each country had its

stronghold oh the sea-coast—the English at Halifax,
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the French at Loiiisbouri^. The commerce of both was
coiitimially being injured by corsairs or privateers. But
though tiie 2s ew Englanders suffered in tliis way, the

greater amount of injury was done to the French, many
hun(h'eds of their sliips being seized. Tlie EngHsh, more-

over, were stronger at sea, and could almost prevent in-

tercourse between Canada and France.

Lastly, although Nova Scotia belonged to the English,

the country was occupied by manv thousand Acadians.

These retained their language (trench) and religion,

and, of course, had French missionaries amongst tiieni.

They naturally clung to their ancient feelings ni favour

of the nation from which they had sprung. The English

greatly doubted their loyalty and disliked the intiuen(.'e

of then* missionaries.

Such was the state of things between the colonists in

1754.
I

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOURTH.

France and England send out TRoors to Aid thf.ir respec-

tive Colonies.—Expeditions against Canada.—Acadia

AND THE Acadians.—Dieskau and Johnson at Lake
George.—Braddock's Defeat on ihe Monon(;ahei.a.—
Shirley.—"La Petite Guerre."—War Declarfd in Eu-

rope.—Lord Loudon succeeds Braddock.—Montcalm
and his Officers.—De Vaudreuil.—Bigot.—Bad Condi-

tion of the Colony of New-France. (A. D. 1754-1756.)

322. Without declaring war npraiust each other,

France and England sent out troops and munitions of
war to the aid of their respective colonies in the spring
of 1755. The French soldiers, numbering about thirty-

four hundred officers and men, were under the com-
mand of Baron Dieskau.
Two regiments of English regulars arrived in New

England, commanded by General Braddock.
223. The English colonists determined to attack
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New-France in tlireo directioihs—by way of Acadia, Lakt
Champlain, and the valley of the river Ohio. Each of

these undertakings was attended with events so interest-

ing and important that it is necessary to describe all.

The Acadian expedition was led by Colonels WinsUiw
and Mon('kton,and that to Lake Champlain by General
Lyniun and Colonel Johnson. The third was conducted
by Braddock himself, the chief English commander in

Ami!rica.

"^"ri^. Colonel Winslow besl?fi;ed and easily took forl^

Oaspareaux and Beausejour. Thi^s the way was cluareil

for conducting any future attack through the Acadian
isthmus. Some of the French Acadiun famibes had
supported or favoured their countrymen against tin

English. Then a most lamentable measure was adojjted

•with the unhai)py Acadians. The English said it was
necessary, and that there was no other course ojKjn U^

them for securing their own future safety.* However
this may be, the ])articulars of what was done fill one of

the most sorrowful pa^es in all history. At several

points along the coast, m the Bay of Fundy, ships and
boats were stationed. These were there for the pur})(>st'

of receiving and carrying off the Acadian population.

Upwards of three thousand, in all, were placed on board

the English vessels and taken away to different parts of

New England. Their lands, dwellings, and animals,

were seized in the name of the King of England, to hv

given to other colonists, f

* The English accounts state, that, although Acadia was made over

to Great Britain by the treaty of 1713 (Utrecht)—which was conliriiiod

by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748—yet the Acadians wouM
never tak(; the oath of fidelity as subjects of the sovereign of En;?

land.— Ihe same accounts further state that the missionaries allowed
to remain among them encouraged the poor Acadians against the

British, assuring them that some day they would come again under
the dominion of France. The British, therefore, and more especially

the New England colonists, claimed the right of dealing with the

Acadians as with rebels to their lawful king and country.

iThe number ot Acadians thus carried away from their nativo

land has been differently stated by different writers. Some have

given it as high as 18000. Others have said about 7000. But it ha;^

been lately proved that there were not so many as 7000 French Aca-
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Some disonlers occurred at tlie places of cmbarkution.

Those who could escape, fled to the woods. Some made
their way to friendly tribes of Indians, others, through

tlic isthmus, wont along the coast until they found op-

poi'tunities of reaching Cap-Breton or Canada. Those

who were carried off were distributed amongst the colo-

nists of Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Mary-

land, and other parts. It is recorded that persona

belonging to the same families were, in many cases, sena-

ruted from each other, and earned away, in the crowded

ships, to places whence they could never come together

again. Of the fugitives, some formed new settlements

wherever they could, and as near as possible to the an-

cient and loved land of their nativity. It is impossible

to read the full particulars without feeling deeply for

tlie sad case of the Acadians.
*^*^5. Baron Dieskau, with three or four thousand

men, consisting partly of regulars and partly of Frencli

militia and savages, went to Crown-Pomt and Carillon

(Ticonderoga). He was to oppose General Johnson ad-

vancing from Albany on the river Hudson. Johnson,
after placing fort L^dius in a state of defence, marched
to Lake George, mtendin^ to attack Crown-Point.
Dieskau encountered him m entrenchments near the

lake but was defeated, wounded, and taken prisoner.

His troops retired to Crown- Point.*

dians in tJie Avhole country, In 1755. Of these many escaped to the
woods and were not among those carried off. A good muny made
their way to Cap-Breton and Canada. Dr. Anderson, the President
of the Quebec Hisiorical Society, has proved, from the lately pub-
lished Arc'ii><e-i of Nova Scotia, tljat tlie number could not have been
more than from 8000 to iioOO. The same writer has shewn that if the
British liad not removed the Acadians they must have tliemselves
abandoned the country. This tlu-y were not willing to do. But,
iitn'ertheless, it was a very cruel and painful measure to decide
<m removing the inhabitants for ever from the land of their
l»irt;i. Perhaps, the best that can be said on the subject, is, that war
between nations has caused much misery to the human race through-
out the world, and that the fate of the Acadians is a striking ex-
umpkt.

*To account for his own ill success, Dieskau said the Indian nux-'
iliaries had proved unfaithful. Those of Iroquois desc»^: t mostly
Oneidas belonging to the settlements at the Sault Hi. Louis cJ ,ugh-
uawaga) aud Lake of Two Mountains, had, for some t'uMf. paf . . -^aewn

r '
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This was a very serious blow to the prospects of New-
France. The Governor, now M. de Vaudreuil, son of the

one who died in 1725, did all he could to make up for the

dt?feat of the French army. But the forces of the colony

were not numerous enough to offer effectual resistance

in so many quarters at once. Besides there were other

seiious difficulties, which will be mentioned hereafter.

*4*40. Braddock's attack in the direction of che Ohio
valley was not successful. This general was brave, and
experienced in military affairs, as conducted in Europe.
But in the woods and mountains of America he knew
not how to deal with adversaries such as the French
Canadians, and Indians, assailing his troops from behind
bushes, rocks and trees. General Braddock was also

obstinate and would not accept the advice of Washing-
ton and other colonial officers who accompanied him.
The consequence was, that, after a part of his army had
crossed the river Monongahela, to attack the French at

fort Duquesne, he suffered a bloody defeat. His brave

soldiers contended in vain against the French and sav-

ages firing upon them from the skirts of the forest

through which their line of march lay.

The French were commanded by M. de Beaujeu, who
had only two hundred and fifty soldiers and militia, with

six hundred savages.

Braddock himself was mortally wounded. The killed

and wounded of his army amounted to thirteen hun-
dred, including sixty-three officers. M. de Beaujeu was
killed in the action. The French loss, altogether, did

not exceed forty men.
The colonial militia, under "Washington, covered the

retreat of Braddock's force, reduced to about one-third

of its former numbers.*

sijarns of unwillingness to support the French against their own kin-

dred, the people of the Five Nations, who aided the English. The Abe-
naquis however, were always true to the French, both as scouts and in

battle, but whenever Iroquois were seen the other converts on the

French side hung back, refusing to fight against those of their own
blood.

* The battle of the Monongahela occurred on July 9th, 1755. Part

of Braddock's army had been left behind while he with 3000 men
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Tliis defeat of the English left the French undis-
turbed masters of the valley of the Ohio.

'Z2>1. Along with the three expeditions against the
Fiench—in Acadia, at Chcimplain, and on the Oliio

—

u fourth had been proposed, to be directed against Nia-
gara. But this did not take effect. The leader, General
Shirley, only went as far as fort Chouagen on Lake
Ontario, which station he furnished with additional
men and supplies.

238. The colonial campaign of 1755 bemg ended, the
French and Indians continued from time to time to ha-
rass the English by their favourite method of " la petite

guerre." The effects upon the colonists on the fron-
tiers of Pennsylvania, Virffinia, and also of the northern
colonies, Massachusetts, l^ew Hampshire, and Maine
were very severe. Houses and other property were de-
stroyed and people massacred. It is recorded that more
than one thousand persons were thus put to death, and
many carried off into captivity. The inhabitants of
inland villages were glad to flee for refuge into places

near the sea-coast.

In consequence of these attacks the English colonists

became more than ever roused against the French.
The new governor,Vaudreuil, placed much dependence

upon the French Canadian militia throughout the war.

329. In May 1756, about two years after the colo-

nists had commenced hostilities in America, the Courts
of France and England declared war. For a long time
preparations had been made on both sides.

This war lasted, in Europe, seven years, but the strug-

.£;le in America came to an end three years earlier, namely
in 1760. We have now to relate the principal events of

that struggle, in continuation from the year 1755.

nitirched towards Duquesne. Artillery, stores, horses, cattle and
inovisious fell into the hands of the French. Washington called it a
• shajieful defeat."
Among: Braddock's papers, taken by the French, some letters writ-

t' n by Captain Stobo were found. In these, Stobo, detained at Quebec
as a hostage, had contrived, some time before, to furnish informa-
tion about the defenses of fort Duquesne. For this, Stobo was tried
ut Quebec as a spy and condemned. He escaped however.

i
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230* England sent out General Lord Loudon to

replace Braddock who was defeated and killed, as has

been stated. A number of fresh regiments were also

sent out.

France sent out to the aid of her colony one thousand
soldiers, together with a supply of provisions, money,
and munitions of war. This was the last considerable

reinforcement she was willing or able to furnish. As
heretofore, she paid attention, almost wholly, to lier

affairs in Europe, leaving the colony to take care of

itself. The troops she sent, were either grudged, or were

€5**"!^-;

"i

UKXERAL MONTCALM.

merely intended to support the cause of the kingdom
of France against England. They were not so much to

protect the colonists of New-France, and to fight for

them, as to have their help in preserving for old France
"a footmg" on the American continent. A few thou-

sand regulars were thought enough for that object.

231. But with the French troops came a first-rate

general—^Marquis de Montcalm—to replace Dieskau,
with several other excellent oifficers. Amongst these,

the most noted were, M. de Levis, a brigadier general,

M. de Bougainville, a cavalry officer and Montcalm's

•elide

•uel

insti
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uide-de-camp, and M. de Bourlamaque, an infantiy colo-

nel and officer of engineers. These officers brought out
instractions to continue as much as possible on the de-

fensive. But New-France had so many distant out-

posts to maintain, and the English had so many troops

und mlHtia, that it is difficult to see how they could
have followed any other than a defensive system.

232, It is necessary here to describe the characters

of the governors and of the officers mentioned in the

preceding article, and also to explain some particulars

abo"^ other persons and things connected with Canada
at thi ^ time. Governor Vaudreuil was a native of Canada
—born in Quebec in 1698, and appointed to succeed Du-
quesne in 1755 at the age of 57. He was Governor of

Louisiana before he became Governor of Canada. He
was an amiable and honorable man, but scarcely fitted,

in other respects, to rule the colony at a time when it

was beset by all kinds of difficulties. He objected to

the haughty manners of the military officers from France
towards those of the militia, and towards the colonists

and Indians generally. The officers of the regular forces

considered him wanting in military talents and too

much inclined to be led by counsels of which they dis-

approved. In consequence, there was but little harmony
between him and them during the perilous days of his

governorship. His brother, M. Kigaud de Vaudreuil, and
the Intendant, M. Bigot, of whom we shall speak present-

ly, had much influence with him. He proved to be the
best governor of the colony under the crown of France.
Of General Montcalm, no more need be said at pre-

sent than that he was skilful, experienced, courageous,

cheerful, and of a highly honourable disposition—but,

at the same time, haughty towards those who differed

from him, and scarcely careful about shewing his low
opinion of the Governor's ability.

De Levis was of haughty, even fiery disposition. He
was pronounced by Montcalm to be a very talented man,
with an ardent military spirit, " indefatigable, brave, and
well versed in knowledge of miliuirv arts."
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Bonguinville* and Bourlamaque were officers of the
highest order of merit for holding commands under an
experienced chief. Of them, also, Montcalm expressed
a very favourable judgement.

Another official, the Tntendant Bigot, deserves par-
ticular mention. He had the care of all the supplies
for tlie arni}' and for the fortified trading posts of New-
France. He was charged with the money affairs, and
those belonging to commerce. But he was' so dishonest
that he, and those favoured by him, made great private

gains while the army and the inhabitants were kept in

want of what the government supplied for their use.

When the war was over, he was brought to trial in

France and condemned to exile, after being obliged to

suiTcnder what remained of his ill-gotten gains. Yet
he contrived to deceive the easy governor over whom
he had influence. He had many persons in league with
him, making themselves rich while the colony was in

misery. Such were the chief officials during the last

days of New-France.
^33. We have also to explain matters relating to the

general condition of Canada at that time.

The warfare, since 1754, had interfered with the

proper cultivation of the lands, because the able-bodied

men were away fighting, both in seed-time and harvest.

Besides this, there were several bad seasons in succes-

sion, which made the harvests still smaller. Owing
to these causes, and to the conduct of Bigot and his

agents, all kinds of provisions became extremely scarce.

Those brought out by the merchant ships under Bitot's

on trol were sold to the inhabitants at enormous prices.

There was therefore great distress. When the years

] 757 and 1758 came, tfie colony was in a state of famine.

In the meantime the war vessels of England block-

aded the entrances into the gulf of St. Lawrence. Thus

* Bougainville became a celebrated naval commander after the

war in Canada was concluded. He circumnavigated the globe, and
became, to France, what the famous Captain James Cook was to

England.
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the aid from France, little as that might be, Vvas ren-

dered smaller still. This cause alone must have ruined

rlie colony at last, even if other events had not done so.

We must add to what has been already stated, that

while the adversaries of New-France were much more
numerous in regard to soldiers and militia, there was no
lack of money, provisions, and munitions of war, in the

English colonies. We see, then, that the colonists of

New-France were in a very dangerous position—one that

menaced their safety and their very existence. Although
the arrival of those excellent oflBcers, with troops and
supplies, for a time kept up their spirits, and enabled

them to make a ^ood shew of resisting their enemies*

yet many of the mhabitants, and especially most of the
principal leaders, thought that the downfall of French
power was approaching.

We shall go on with the events of the war in the en-
suing chapter.

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIFTH.

Campaigns of 1756, 1757 and 1758.

—

Preparations for the
Campaigns of 1759.

234. The disadvantages which have been mentioned
as belonging to the French side, in comparison with the
English, might lead one to suppose that the downfall of
New-France would have been easily brouffht about. But,
so far from that, the defence of the colony was vigor-

ously sustained in five campaigns, from 1755 to 1759,
before the English could make good their advance into
the heart of the French settlements on the St. Lawrence*
The events of 1755 have been already described.

235. Little or no progress was made by the English
in 175G. They threatened Louisbourg and blof^k^ded

the approaches from the sea into the St. Lawrence*

1
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mhej also strengthened themselves at Chouagen,* fort

Lydius and fort William Henry, f and made prepara-

tions for further operations.

On the other hand they suffered a severe reverse at

Chouagen and afforded the French time to improve their

positions on Lake Champlain and elsewhere. Duiing
the season of 1756 the Governor caused defensive works
to be made in an excellent position commanding the

route between Lake George and Lake Champlain. Ho
called the place fort Vaudreuil, but it is better known
by the names of Carillon and Ticonderoga.

^36. Until August, the French went on with their

works at Crown-Point and Carillon, while the English,

not far off at William Henry and Lydius, seemed medi-
tating an advance upon Lake Champlain. In the mean-
time, Montcalm, although most of the time present with

4e L6vis, observing the English and looking after the

works going on, caused preparations to be made else-

where for capturing Chouagen. His lieutenant, Bour-
lamaque, assembled a force of three thousand soldiers,

militia, and savages, at Fort Frontenac, with which he
crossed Lake Ontario. Montcalm suddenly left Carillon

^nd Crown-Point under the charge of de Levis, and
joined Bourlamaque on August 10th. The attack upon
Chouagen was immediately begun. The English garri-

son, much alarmed by the yells and gestures of the

Abenaquis, Algonquins, Ottawas and Kipissings, who
formed part of Montcalm's force, surrendered after losing

about one hundred and fifty men. The savages wished
to violate the conditions of surrender, and were, with

difficulty, restrained from falling upon the prisoners,

numbering upwards of sixteen hundred.
By this stroke the French took an important position

from the Englisli, besides a large quantity of arms, can-

* Oswego. '
• •

+ This was a fortified post made by General Johnson, at the head
ot I,ake George, on the site of his victory over Dieskau. The name
" Fort George " was afterwards given by General Amherst to a new
fort built on a site near to that of fort William Henry. See map on
page 158.

\\
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lion, provisions, and vessels for service on the lake.

Muiitcalm's loss was only thirty men. The fortifications

were destroyed. I

The English did nothing towards recovering their loss

(Im'inuf the rest of the season.

*Z>Vli. In 1757 the English again threatened Lonis-

l)()urg. Troops and ships from New England, united
with a fleet from Europe, were intended for the attack

of that place. But the expedition accomplished nothing.

.Meanwhile General Webb had been left to conduct ope-

rations against the French north of the Hudson. He
stationed himself at fort Lydius, while another officer,

< olonel Monro, commanded at fort William Henry. The
rapliirc of this position was the chief event of this sea-

.-on's campaign.
*^i^8. Montcalm collected an army of seven thousand

iivo hundred men, of whom about three thousand were
regulars, two thousand five hundred Canadian militia

an 1 two thousand savages, belonging to thirty-three

(lifforcnt nations. Many of these had been induced by
tlieii" love of bloodshed, and the hope of plunder, to

come from remote parts of the west to join Montcalm's
iirniy. The first object now was to attack and capture
fort William Henry, in which there was a garrison of

two thousand five hundred men.
l^ie English soldiers had a peculiar horror of the sav-

tiQfos, of which Montcalm took advantage in order more
<|iiickly to bring about a surrender.

Whan the French forces were in the neighbourhood
of the principal point of attack, several terrible scenes

of bloodshed took place. Parties of Canadians and sav-

iigos found opportunities of faUing suddenly upon bodies

of English soldiers. On one occasion, when a detach-
ment of three hundred and fifty men, under a colonel

and ten other officers, vv'^as sent out in barges on the

lake for the purpose of cutting off some of the advanced
I'rench posts, a large body of savages lay in ambush on
the bank. All at once the Indians fired upon the Eng-
lish and threw them into confusion—and then, leaping
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into the sliallow water, massacred officers and men in

their boats. Nearly one-lialf of them were slaughtered

und scalped, and the others taken prisoners. The ter-

ror of the soldiers only increased tlie ferocious cruelty

of the savages.

On the 5th of August, Montcalm's plans for assaulting

the fort were completed and he summoned Colonel Moii-
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ro to surrender, stating that, if obliged to take the place

by assault, he might not be able to restrain his savages.

The English commander hoped for assistance from
General Webb, and defended his post to the last ex-
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tremity.* Then terms of surrender were agreed upon
between him and the French general. Monro's men
were to be protected from the savages, and to be allowed

to retire with their arms and effects, on condition of

not serving against France during the next eighteen

months.
A dreadful scene occurred after the surrender. The

savages were not, or could not be, restrained from falling

11 i)on the English. In the first instance they went among-

the officers and men to plunder their effects, when, after

some disorder, they were drawn off. Afterwards, when
the English had started on their march to join their

countrymen at fort Lydius, fifteen miles distant from
fort William Henry, the savages hemmed them in on
all sides. A scene of tumult, confusion, and massacre

ensued which cannot be described. The EngHsh sol-

diers, encumbered by their arms and baggage, and ren-

dered helpless by their horror of the savages, offered

very little resistance. Some were murdered and scalped,

all were plundered, and many of the survivors seized as

prisoners to the savages. Of the twenty-five hundred
men who had formed Monro's garrison, it is said that

scarcely eight hundred reached fort Lydius.

This affair is known in history as " the massacre of

Fort George." f

The fortifications were destroyed.

339^ Tn the course of the winter following the cap-
ture Oi fort William Henry, the English government

* Webb sent no assistance. He even advised Monro to make tlie

best terms he could. A letter to this effect was intercepted by Mont-
calm's scouts and sent in to the English commander to show him
how hopeless his case was.

t It is claimed for Montcalm and his officers that they did all they
could to restrain the ferocious Indians. It is also asserted that the
English had supplied the savages with intoxicating drink in order to
gain their good will, but which only roused their fierce passions.
How many English were actually murdered will never be known, as
nearly all the accounts differ. Most of those taJcen prisoners by the
Indians were ransomed and taken care of by Governor Vaudreuil.
Although this affair goes by the name of the massacre of Fort

George, the reader must bear in mind that Fort George did not exist
until three years later. See note on page 156.
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and the New England colonists formed plans for a de-
cisive campaign in 1758. Louisbourg, and the French
posts at Lake Champlain, as heretofore, were to l)e the

principal points of attack. A very popular minister,

named William Pitt, was at the head of affairs in Eng-
land. He removed the former chief ofiScers from com-
mand in America, and appointed more able ones to

succeed them. He caused a powerful fleet and army to

be prepared and sent out early in the season of 1758.

His plans were formed with the design of wholly sup-
planting the power of Prance in America.
When the time for active warfare came, the French

found themselves threatened in four different quarters

—namely, Louisbourg, Ijake Champlain, the Valley of

the Ohio, and Lake Ontario.

!340. Louisbourg, before which there appeared forty-

two English war vessels, with transports, bearing twelve
thousand soldiers, surrendered after a siege of seven

weeks. The land forces were commanded by Generals

Amherst and Wolfe. The survivors of the garrison of

seven thousand men were taken prisoners, the works of

the place demolished, and its inhabitants carried away
to France.

241. In the direction of the Ohio valley, General

Forbes commanded, having under him Colonel George
Washington. Forbes advanced upon fort Duquesne with

an army of six thousand men. The distance they had

to march, and the difficulty of moving through a rugged

and mountainous region, made it quite late in the sea-

son before they reached Duquesne. In the month of

November, when snow had begun to fall, the French
garrison destroyed the works of the place and retired,

just before the British arrived.

The name of the post was changed to Pittsburg, in

honour of the English prime minister.

!343. Meanwhile, a most desperate and bloody en-

counter had taken place at Lake Champlain, on the 8th

of July. General Abercrombie, with six thousand

regulars and ten thousand provincial militia, attacked

Mor
hehi

upoi
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Montcalm at Carillon.* The English general had left

heliind him his artillery at Lake George, depending

upon the number and valour of hia troops.

Tlie French, greatly inferior in numbers, were pro-

tected in their position by earthworks, and felled trees,

liliving their branches crossing each other, and directed

outwards, so as to hinder an enemy attacking in front.

On the other three sides, the place was surrounded by
water.

Abercrombie, without his cannon, thought to caiTy

this position by assault. But his utmost attempts, re-

in wed from time to time during many hours, failed. The
French, behind their breastwork in comparative secu-

rity, lired upon the British gi*enadiers and Highlanders.

Tliese coming up, again and again, tired themselves out

ill vain endeavours to penetrate through tlie defences

prepared for their reception. The slaughter was great on
l)uth sides. The French, out of their force of thirty-six

hundred men, lost four hundred, as well as thirty-eight

officers, killed and wounded. The English loss was not
fur short of two thousand men.f In the end, Abercrom-
bie, completely baffled, called off his men, and, as night
chew near, retreated hastily to the foot of Lake George.
Tlience, mortified at their unlooked for defeat, the Eng-
lish troops crossed the lake, and fell back upon fort

Lvdius. General Montcalm gained great credit by this

.signal victory, while his brave, though obstinate and
unskilful opponent was censured ana soon afterwards

recalled-I

^43. General Stanwix and Colonel Bradstreet were
«eiit towards Lake Ontario with a force of four thousand
men, mostly provincial militia. There, a fort was con-
st lucted, intended to command the interval between

* Ticonderoga.

+ Some accounts make the number of French engaged much larger.
The loss of men on the English side has also been stated as high as
live thousand.

X De Levis was present at the battle of Carillon, and by his skilful
athice and courage contributed much towards the victory. Bourla-
maque was wounded.
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the rivers Mohawk and Onondaga. While tills work
was in progress, Bradstreet with three thousand m-n
crossed the lake to fort Frontenac, which ho easily cij.-

tured.

/244. The events of the campaign of 1758 were un-

favourable to the Frencii cause notwithstanding ilic

brilliiint victory of Carillon. The English had now In-

come masters m the Ohio valley, and liad again estali-

lished themselves in the lower part of Lake Ontario, ^(»

that in the following season the way was open to tin in

to attack Niagara and other French forts in tlii' wo.<i.

Louisbourg, also, being taken, it was certain that t In-

next groat enterprise would be the sending of an Ew^-
lish fleet and army up the St. Lawrence, to the ca|>itul

of New-Franco. There remained, for the protection of

the colony from invasion, the fortified places on the

Ohamplain route and on the Richelieu.

24:5, The Governor sent urgent appeals to Fiaini'

for further aid. Although a little was obtained in tlie

following spring, Vaudreuil and the military othcoiv?

were informed that what the court now chiefly expected
of them was, to resist as long as possible, and to preseivc

some footing for France on the American continent.

A very bad harvest, extreme scarcity of food through-

out the colony, together with the bad management of

Intendant Bigot and his agents, discouraged every one.

Even the military officers said that, ueIcss the mother
countries should make peace, the colony must sink-

under the evils which surrounded it.

246. The plans for the campaign of 1759 were as

follows. A strong English fleet and an army of chosen

troops were to attempt the capture of Quebec. Another
invasion was to be tried by way of Lake Champlain. At

the same time, sufficient K>rces were to be sent to effect

the capture of Niagara and other western posts belong-

ing to the French.
It was further arranged that the troops engaged

against the French on Lake Champlain, as well as those

by whom Niagara was to be captured, should, if possible.
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dcBCond the St. Lawrence, to take part in the operations
against Quebec.

!!347. On tlie French side, the court adopted no other
design than to send out a few vessels with provisions
and war materials—fearing lest even this assishmee
might be intercepted by the English, on tlie passage to

the St. Lawrence.
Within the colony, in case of the expected invasions

being made, all male persons between sixteen and sixty

years of age were to join the army. The forts defend-
ing the route by way of Lake Champlain to tlie St.

Lawrence were to be given up without fighting, one after

another, as the Englisii should move upon them, and
the French troops were to fall back.

Fort Niagara was to be reinforced, and the troops of

tlie nearest posts were to proceed to its defence, ii ne-

cessary. A body of men was to be stationed near the
outlet of Lake Ontario to harass any force that might
cross the lake and attempt to come down the St. Law-
rence.

Finally, directions were given to the inhabitants below
Quebec, to betake themselves with their animals and
effects to the forest, for concealment, whenever it should
become known that an English fleet was ascending the

river.

Such were the chief plans decided upon during the

winter of 1758.

A:

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIXTH. '

<?AMPAiGN OF i7f5o.—Siege of Quebec.—Death of Generals

Wolfe and Montcalm.

248. The English had reason to expect that their

])laiis (art. 246) would lead to the destruction of French
])ower in America in the course of the year 1750. They
brought into the struggle a great superiority of num-
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bers, and of resources of all kinds. But the vast dis-

tances to be passed over in conducting their expeditions,

and other causes of hindrance, made their advantages

less than they seemed to be. Moreover, the French
f )roes, although almost entirely shut out from commu-
niciition with France, since the autumn of 1757, made
a very gallant resistance, and in this they were well

t^iil)ported by the suifering inhabitants of the colony.

Tiio result, therefore, was, that the struggle was not

brought to a close until the autumn of 1760.

GENERAL AMHEBST.

249. As Commander-in-chief in America, the English
minister Pitt appointed General Amherst, the same who
luid commanded the land tbrces at Louisbourg in 1758.

While tlie other expeditions, against Quebec and Nia-
gara, were confided to the charge of other leaders, Am-
herst, in person, conducted the movement against the

French positions on Lake Champlain. As has been
stated, it was intended for him to force his way through
the route of Champlain and the river Richelieu towards
the St. Lawrence, and then to descend the river, in or-

der to take part in the operations against Quebec. He
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could not, however, advance further than Crown-Point
during the season of 1759. Being prudent, as well as

.skilful and resolute, Amherst brought on, with his army,

his artillery, munitions of war, and provisions. lie

therefore made very slow progress. July was nearly

ended when he reached Carillon, the scene of General

Abercrombie's bloody defeat in 1758. Bourlamaque,
the French commander at Lake Champlain, accordiiii,^

to his instructions, retired, without fighting, as the

English approached. The same thing happened at

Crown-Point. Amherst took possession of this jjlace

on August 4th, Bourlamaque having fallen back npou
another position, at Isle-aux-Noix. At Crown-Point,
Amherst was obliged to spend two months in making
necessary preparations for advancing beyond. The state

of the weather and lateness of the season then put an
end to the campaign in that quarter.

*^50. General Prideaux and Sir William Johnswi
conducted the expedition against Niagara. They moved
by way of Lake Ontario, the troops and supplies being
conveyed in batteaux, along the soutli shore, until they
reached the point of attack. M. Pouchot, the com-
mandant of the post, refused to surrender. He had sent

word to the commandants of the posts to the south of

Lake Erie, and at Detroit, requiring them to come to

his relief with all the forces they could muster. General
Prideaux therefore began a regular siege, but lost his

life a few days afterwards, through an accident. Sir

William Johnson was proceeding with the biege when
he was informed that a force, composed of men belong-
ing to the garrisons of the nearest French forts, and of

savages, was advancing to Pouchot's aid. Sir AVilliain,

leaving men enough to guard his batteries, went to fight

them, and a considerable battle took place near the falls

of Niagara. The French and savages were defeated,

and many of the leaders taken prisoners.* After this

* Johnson had with him a large body of Iroquois, The French
officers asserted that when their Indians"perceived the Iroquois, they
hung back and would uot fight, practising the same sort of treachery
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the garrison of Fort Niagara suiTendered on the 26th
of July.

The other French forts, west of Niagara, were easily

taken, one after another, by General Stanwix, their gar-
risons having been weakened bv the numbers which had
been sent to the relief of Pouchot's command.
^51. The great expedition against Quebec was en-

trusted to Admiral Saunders and General James Wolfe,
in command of the sea and land forces, respectively.

The armament consisted of fifty war vessels, with
many transports, conveying eight full British regiments
and one thousand marines, and manned by upwards of

fifteen thousand sailors.

nis

GENKnAL WOLFE.

"vVolfe had been selected to command the troops, more
on account of his skill, courage, and other qualifications,

tluyi his experience or length of service, for he was only

thirty-two years old. He had served with distinction in

European warfare, and, in America, at Louisbourg, under
General Amherst. His army, with the marines, nuni-

as riiat complained of by Dieskau when he was defeated by Johnson
at Lake George. Johnson had immense influence with the Iroquois
nations.

^11

n i
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bired precisely eight thousand six hundred men, well

trained, and abundantly supplied with food, clothing,

;ind good arms.* The English minister would have fur-

nished a greater army to Wolfe had that been possible.

'L'o make up, in some degree, for the want of numbers,

he afforded to the young general the great advantage of

choosing his own officers. The army was divided into

three brigades, headed, respectively, by General Monck-
lon, General Townshend and General Murray. Of the

troops, a body, numbering nearly one-fifth of the whole,

consisted of Scotch soldiers, including the well known
T8th regiment, or Fraser's Highlanders.

The fleet conveyed artillery for batteries, and muni-
tions of war of all kinds.

!!i5^. The English armament met with no opposition

on its way up the St. Lawrence, and arrived off Quebec
ill the end of June. Immediately, the troops were land-

ed, in the first instance, on the south shore of the Island

of Orleans. Afterwards, in three divisions, they were
made to occupy stations judged suitable to the pur-

l)oses of the campaign. One division, under General
Monkcton, was posted at Point Levi, opposite to Quebec.
Here batteries were erected to bombard the city. Another
division was stationed at Ange-Gardien, not far from
the mouth of the river Montmorency, on the left bank.
A third station was chosen near to the north end
of Orleans, opposite to Ange-Gardien. At this third

l)!ace, hospitals for the sick and wounded were estab-

lished.

The ships of war and the transports were arranged in

divisions a little below Pointe-Levi, and along the shore
of the Island of Orleans.

The positions, thus taken up by the English forces on
their arrival, were chosen by the general and the admi-
ral, after they had viewed the nature of the surrounding

* The French officers complained that the ai-ms and equipments ^ven
to their soldiers were of very inferior quality. Matters were stili

worse with the Canadian militia. Many of these were not supplied
with bayonets. They were also poorly clad and badly fed, besides
which they received no pay for their services.

I
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country, and the plans of defence which had been
adoptea by the French.

353. Governor Vaudreuil and General Montcalm, as

soon as it was believed that Quebec would really be be-

sieged, brought together the greatest part of the force

of the colony for the defence of the capital. A garrison

of seven or eight hundred men, gunners, militia, and
armed citizens, manned the batteries within the city,

and on the heights. The bulk of the army, to the num-
ber of ten or eleven thousand men, was stationed behind
entrenchments, extending all the way from the mouth
of the river St. Charles to the steep bank of the Mont-
morency. The centre of this position was at Beauport.
In front, it was protected by numerous batteries and

DE BOUGAINVUXB.

redoubts. Ships could not approach on account of the

shallowness of the water. Troops could not be landed

there, in face of an enemy, because of the deep mud
and the marshy nature of the shore below the St. Charles.

Within tiie mouth of the St. Charles, hulks of vessels

were grounded, and cannon mounted on them. A
bridge of boats connected the line of entrenchments
with the cit}'' itself. On the heights, behind which the

Upper Town stands, and round the point by the way of

poj

was

up
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€ape Diamond, towards Sillery, batteries served to keep
tlie ships of the enemy at a distance. The lofty and
rugged bank, forming the north shore of the 8t. Law-
rence at Quebec, and to a considerable distance above,

seemed to require only a few cannon and sentinels to be
posted here and there, in order to complete the defences.

After the sie^e had commenced, a body of troops,

under M. Bougamville, was placed above the city in tlie

direction of Cap-Rouge and Pointe-aux-Trembles. This
was to prevent the British from landing, and also to keep
up the communication with Three-Rivers and Montreal.

In addition to their other means of defence and of an-

noying the invaders, fire-rafts, and small vessels mounted
with cannon, as floating batteries, were prepared. These,
however, proved almost useless.

254. Wolfe and Saunders soon saw how strong the

place was which they had come to take. The admiral
could not brin^ his ships near enough to the French
lines to do any injury.* The batteries on the heights

made it hazardous for ships to approach the north shore,

or to pass, in the day time, above the city.

Both the adnirai and the general caref illy obseiTcd
the bank above the city, moving along the south shore

in a boat. They perceived no opportunity for landing
troops within a distance >f several miles. They came to

the conclusion that their only chance of success would
depend upon either inducing Montcalm to lead his troo])S

out to fight,or finding an entrance into his entrenchments
and thus bringing on a pitched battle. Montcalm, how-
ever, would not come out to attack the English troops,

even when divided as the}^ were in quarters at three dif-

ferent stations. The other mode, that of attempting

* One of the earliest steps was to take soundings. This could only
be done In the night time and with boats. James Cook, afterwards the
famous navigator, was then serving in the Heet, and was employed
in taking soundings. He nearly io^t his life, for he was seen and
chased by some Indians who pursued him in a canoe across to Or-
leans. Cook had only time to leap ashore from one end of his boat
before tlie savages leaped in at the other. It is curious and worthy
of lOte that a future renowned French navigator wa^ also engaged
£1 the siege of Quebec in 175'.^, namely M. BougaiuviUe.
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to force his entrenchments, was therefore tried on the

31st of July. But it was a complete failure. A sixty-

gun ship, the Centurion,* was brought as near as possible

to the mouth of the Montmorency, where the entrench-

ments ended, so as to cover the landing of Wolfe's soldiers

at low water. These, with useless valour, made one
attack but were repelled by the French marksmen
placed behind the entrenchments. Wolfe lost nearly

five hundred men. After this, all hope of succeeding

in any attempt that might be made below the city was
laid aside.

^55, In the meantime, as soon as batteries had been
constructed at Point Levi, early in July, the city was
bombarded. Day and night, for about two months,
shot and shell were discharged against it. The Lower
Town soon became a heap of ruins. The habitations,

public buildings, and churches of the Upper Town, suf-

fered infinite injury. Fires raged almost every day. At
one time, between the 17th and 20th of July, many
buildings were blazing at once, giving the appearance
of a vast conflagration, as if the whole city had become
a prey to the flames. Of the public,and private edifices,

including the Cathedral and other places of worship,

more than five hundred were destroyed during the siege.

Many persons, some in the streets and thoroughfares,

others within the walls of buildings, were killed or

wounded by cannon balls. Those of the inhabitants,

—non-combatants, who had not retired at first, fled for

refuge into the country. By the middle of August the

city was almost destroyed—its resident population hav-

ing vanished, its principal buildings in ruins, and even
tlie batteries and cannon on the ramparts, for the most
part, made useless.

The results of this furious bombardment, shewed how
unwise it would have been for the Governor and Gene-
ral Montcalm to have decided upon quartering the bulk

of the French army within the city walls.

* The famous vessel in which Commodore Anson had sailed round
the world. >

\iV-
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256. While tlie siege was going on, the English out-

posts, both at Ange-Gardien and at Point Levi, were
often attacked by small parties of savages and Cunu-
(lians. All stragglers were shot and afterwards scalped.

Un the Island of Orleans the same occurred.

Parties of English troops, especially those belonging

to tlie corps of rangers, who had previously some expe-

rience in American modes of warfare, made excursions

to French settlements, on the Island, and on the banks
of the St. Lawrence. Deserters from Montcalm's ranks,

and sometimes the aged inhabitants, tired upon these

parties, who then burned the buildings and crops and
carried off cattle and other property. Wolfe had strictly

forbidden his soldiers, on pain of death, to plunder or
otherwise injure the inhabitants. Nevertheless excesses

were committed in several parts. St. Joachim and Cha-
teau-Richer were two of the places where these things

occurred.

^ii^T. After the failure of the attack made by the

English on July 31st, General Wolfe fell sick of fever.

Ovei-exertion. tatigue. anxiety, and a feeble bodily con-

stitution, combined with his disease, nearly ended his

life. He did not recover for several weeks.

While confined to his quarters, he held a council ^f

war with his principal oflRcers, when it was decided to

ai)andon the camp at Ange-Gardien. It was agreed <':

convey most of the troops above the city. Th^:- -as

done early in September. The removal of the s jidiers-

was so conducted that General Montcalm supposed that

the bulk of the English army still remained at Orleans

and Point-Levi, even after about five thousand of their

number had passed up the river. As the English left

men to guard their post on the Island, and the butteries

at Point-Levi continued firing, Montcalm thought that

only a strong detachment had gone up under General
Murray.

*sJ58. A very important movement, however, on the

l)art of the Englisli was in progress. A narrow and very

steep jjfith up the 1)ank, at a S];)ot less than two miles
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Above the city, liad been discovered. By this, Wolfe,
now restored to health, determined to ascend, and, if

possible, bring on a battle on the heights called the

Plains of Abraham.
After overcoming a number of difficulties, and pru -

tising manoeuvres to deceive the French, he made the

attempt a little before dawn on September 13th.

5i59. Wolfe had issued a notice to his soldiers, two
^ays before, "to hold themselves in readiness to land
and attack the enemy." He also told his men that the

French were discontented owing to scarcity of provisions
and the departure of their second officer, de L6vis, for

the upper country. This, he said, gave reason for be-

lieving that General Amherst was making good his

advance into the colony.

Full directions were given to the officers and men as

to what they were to do when conveyed by the ships'

boats to the landing place, and how they were to act

when they came on the high li nd above. In conclusion

he stated "a vigorous blow struck by the army at this

juncture may decide the fate of Canada. On reaching

the heights, the battalions will form instantly, in readi-

ness to charge whatever may present itself. A corps

will be left to secure the landing place, while the rest,

march on and try to bring the French and Canadians
to battle. Officers and men will recollect what their

country expects from them, and prove what a resolute

body of soldiers, inured to war, is able to do against five

weak French battalions of regulars, mingled with a dis-

orderly peasantry. The soldiers must be attentive and
obedient to their officers, as well as resolute in the per-

formance of their duty."
Such were the words used v\ the last general order

issued by Wolfe—words which animated his soldiers lor

the coming conflict, and which, uttered just before his

own blood was shed on the field of battle, stirred the

feelings of his countrymen when they were afterwards

read in England.
300. On the morning of September 13th, the land-

il:lyi!
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iug was effected without great confusion or difficulty.

Those who ascended first, found, and instantly over-

powered, a small guard on the summit.* The rest

lollowed in single file up the precipitous pathway. When
it was broad daylight, the young commander-in-chief,

with his generals, Monckton, Townshend, and Murray,

jind four thousand eight hundred officers and men, found
themselves established on the south-east corner of the

Plains of Abraham. All were on foot, for no horse

could be made to climb up that steep and rugged path.

With difficulty a small brass six pounder was brought

up by some sailors of the fleet.

The spot where the landing was made has retained,

to this day, the name of" Wolfe's Cove."f
When all was in readiness the whole army marched

towards the city. The officers and men were in the

highest spirits, feeling assured that Montcalm would
now leave his entrenchments to fight. There was no spot,

within the circuit of the season's operations, so suitable

to their wishes as that whereon they now moved, and all

looked forward with feelings of joy and hope to the ac-

complishment of the crowning event of the campaign.

* The ofBcer of the guard was made prisoner. At the time he was
aslet'p in his bed. He was M. Verger du Chambon, accused formerly
of misconduct at Louisbourg and Beausejour. ne was a friend of
Intondant Bigot

!

+ A curious story has been told of the way in w^hich Wolfe was led
to know of the existence of the narrow path by which his soldiers
piissed up from tlie river to the Plains. It is said that Captain Rob-
ert Stobo, while a prisoner on his parole, before he was tried and con-
demned, ;i8 has been already mentioned, had seen and carefully noted
tills path. After his escape to Halifax, he again came to Quebec,
while the siege was going on in 1759, and offered his services to the
(ieneral and Admiral. Whether the British commanders gave him
ciuployment, or not, is not quite certain. But, it is said, he informed
Wolfe of the position of the landing place and the pathway. We do
not read that Stobo himself ascended with the troops, to take part
iji the battle which ensued. Yet, if what has been mentioned be true,
his information, on this occasion, proved farmore useful to the English
than that which he had before secretly conveyed to the unfortunate
<ieneial Braddock. In the year 1760, the New England Congress
voted £1000 as a reward to Stobo for the services he had rendered.
We do not, however, know what afterwards became of this notorious
|)erson.

I
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2G1« General Montcalm was misled, during the nlglit

of September 13th, by the nmn«?uvres ot* the English
ships and boats, in front of his lines at Beauport. The.se

made iiim fancy that an attack was meditated, on the

morrow, somewhere between the mouth of the 8t. Charles

and the Montmorency. He was therefore surprised to

learn, after daylight on the 13th, that the enemy had
landed and gained the heights near !:5illery. Obe}'iii<i-

hid military instincts, and perhaps, consulting his own
sentiments respecting what was due to the honour ot

France, rather than reflecting what might be gained by

a short delay, he instantly resolved to confront Genenll

Wolfe, and to risk all upon the chances of a single bat-

tle, lie mounted his horse, and led his troops across

the St. Charles by the bridge of boats.

When he arrived on the riaius, considerins: it impor-

tant to idlow as little time as possible for the English to

establish themselves in entrenchments, he did not even
wait, as he might have done, until Bougainville should

draw near to support him.* Artillery, which we may
suppose could soon have been supplied from the ciiv,

was not brought on the field, except two small field

pieces from the lines of Beauport.

^0!<i. According to the best authorities, Montcalm's
force in the celebrated "Battle of the Plains," fought on

the morning of Thursday, September 13th, 1759, was
seven thousand five hundred men. That of Wolfe was

four thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight men and

ofiicers of all ranks. But scarcely one-half of Mont-
calm's men were regulars, there being present three

thousand nine hundred Canadian militia, who were hut

poorly armed and clothed. A body of Indians, consist-

ing of Abenaquis, Hurons, Al^onquins and Christian Iro-

quois, covered the right of his army, stationed amongst
bushes towards the St. Foy road.

* Bougainville was in command of from 1500 to 2000 troops station-

ed between Sillery and Pointe-aux-Trenibles, and therefort^ in the

rear of the English. Word had been sent to him in the morninu-. f It^

arrived with a portion of his force too late to take part in the l);it tic
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AlUiough thus unequal in numbers, the two generals

were still more unecjually mutcheil us respects the (|U}iI-

ity of their troopH and their ecpiijinients; lor WolfV's

were all trained soldiers, in the hi,i>iiest state of disci-

pline, nor had they been suftering, as Montealnrs men
hatl for m<mth8 past, from the effects of \)oor and insul-

tieicnt diet. The best of Montcalm's troops were placed

towards the loft and centre of his line of battle, Avhere

he commanded in person.

After a hasty consultation with his officers. Monlcalui
sent them to their posts with orders to begin the attack.

Some time before this, the skirmishers between the two
armies had been engaged, spread across tlie j)lains in

front. Behind these, and partially concealed by the

*inoke of their tire, the French regulars and militia ad-

vuiic(id to the charge.

"MS, After the first forward movement of Mont-
ciihu's line, the conflict lasted scarcely ten minutes.

Wolfe, who commanded near the centre of his line of

buttle, had passed along the ranks to animate his sol-

diers, and to cause each man to place a second ball in

his musket. He told them to bear the enemy's fire with-

out flinching, until they came within thirty-five or forty

Ibices and then return it at the word of command from
their officers.

As soon as the French regulars and militia came with-

in the prescribed distance, advancing with great spirit,

firing and rapidly reloading, the English poured upon
them a discharge so effective that the progress of their

adversaries was instantly arrested. A great many were
shot down, to rise no more, and the whole left wing, I'ccoil-

ing before the deadly torrent of musketrv, broke and fled.

By this time Montcalm was severely wounded, and
had his arm broken, but, regardless of pain, the gallant

general strove to rally his left wing behind the centre.

The attempt was vain. His centre also gave way and
the riglit had already begun to retire by way of St. John's
Gate and towards tlie St. Charles. The whole Euirlish

nne, now advancing, redoubled their fire, and liic.i,
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quickening their pace, with bayonet and broadsword^
prevented the possibility of any second formation of the

French troops. The fugitives from their left wing,

coming upon those who were retreating in disorder from
the centre and ri^iit, occasioned a scene of inextricable

confusion. A bnef stand was attempted to be made
near the St John's Gate by a portion of the centre and
some Canadian militia, but soon the whole French force

WOLFB^a MONDMBMT, PLAINi< OP ABRAHAM.

•' Here dial Wolfe victoriou>»."

made precipitately for the St. Charles river, or fled into

the city. The Highlanders and the 58th British re<ri-

ment continued the pursuit until they came witliin

range of the guns mounted upon two hulks in the St.

Charles, not far from the bridge of boats.

^64. Immediately after the firing ceased it became
known throughout the British army that their lieroic

commander was dead. He had been wounded three
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times. He was carried to the rear and breathed his last

at ihe spot whereon the monument erected to his mem-
orv on the Plains now stands. While dying he had the

.satisfaction of knowing that his own troops were vic-

torious. His last command was an order to Colonel

Hurton to march a regiment quickly down to the river

>r. tMiarles to cut oiF the retreat of the fugitives hy tlu'

bridge of boats. His last words were "Now God be

praised! I will die in peace."

Wolfe's brave opponent survived until the morning of

^M'l)tember 14th. On his death bed he dictated a letter

to the commander of the English, beseeching his care

hikI protection for the French wounded and prisonei's.

The dying general also expressed himself gratified to

know that he should not live to witness the sun'ender

of Quebec. He complimented the valour and discipline

of his adversaries, saying " if I could recover from these

wounds I would undertake, with a third part of such
troops as those opposed to me, to beat an army such as

that which I commanded." When applied to for advice,

as to the steps which ought to be taken, he cave it

clieerfully, but said, that as his time was short, lie de-

sired to be "left alone with God." Where he died,

whether within the walls of the city, or at the General
Hospital on the St. Charles—is not precisely known.*

* Only a few persons—his surgeon, chaplain, and one or two of the
|>riiicij)al officers of the garrison—are likely to have known whither
tlie wounded general was taken to pass the last hours of his life. In
tliat moment of supreme confusion few would notice or inquire about
Muh a matter. Not a workman could be found nor suitable materi-
als, to make a coffin for his remains. The steward of a religious estab-
lisliment procured with difficulty two or three rough boards, out of
which he made the rude oblong case into which the oody was placed,
previously to interment. Even Bougainville was unable to inform
th(>8e who wrote Montcalm's epitaph of the place where the general
was buried.

It is not a little remarkable however that the exact spot was per-
fectly well known to the members of the Ursuline convent. One of
tlioni, when \) or 10 years of age, with another girl, happened to see
and follow the party that atti-nded the funeral, which, according to
tlio Quebec parish reffisters, took place on September 14th. 1759. She
Raw the body placedIn a grave prepared inside the Ursuline chapel.
Afterwards the same person became a member of the Ursalines ner-
Belf , and lived until the year 1S35, when she was about% jeara of

12



178 VAUDREUIL'S COUNCIL OF WAR.

In fact, after the lost battle, the state of affairs in the

city was deplorable in the extreme—nothing but con-
fusion, distress and ruin, everywhere.

265. Considering the brief duration of the battle of

September 13th, the loss in killed and Avonnded was
heavy on both sides. On the side of the French, the

commander-in-cliief and the two oflBcers next in com-
mand were mortally wounded. Their total loss, in killed,

wounded, and prisoners, has been computed at fifteen

hundred. The killed and wounded belonged chiefly t<>

the regulars, who had borne the brunt of the battle. A
great number of French officers were taken on the field.

After the conflict was ended, many of these saluted their

captors, hat in hand, and begged for quarter, declarin*:,

at the same time, that they "hud not been present at

Fort Wifiiam Henry in 1757."

On the side of the English, including the commander-
in-chief, sixty-one officers and men were killed, and six

hundred wounded. Amongst the latter was General

Monckton, so that the chief command now devolved on

Oeneral Townshend.

CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVENTH.

Retreat of the French from Beaui'ort.—Surrknoer ok

Quebec.—Winter of 1759.

—

Feelings of the Inhabitants

towards the british officers and soldiers.

266. Governor Vaudreuil, Bigot, and a few others,

held a council of war to decide upon their future course,

when it was determined to abandon the entrenchments
and retreat, with Bougainville's corps, toward Cap-

Rouge and Point-aux-Trembles. De Levis might be

expected, in a few days, from Montreal, whither he had

ace. In 1833, the grave was opened. The skull of Montcalm was

tnen found in a good state of preservation, and is now 1 j be seen at

the Ursuline Convent.
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been despatched by Montcalm some time before, to look

after affairs in that ijuarter. When he came their future

course might be settled upon.

Accordingly, in the night of the 13th, the defeated

troops retired from the Beaui)ort entrenchments upon
Lorette, and thence retreated, with Hougainville's corps,

towards Cap-llouge. They left behind their artillf-ry

and tents standing, as if still occupied, their dyinii* (ieii-

eral, and their wounded. The latter were carefully

tended by the nuns of the General Hospital and those

1 ilUVALIKK DB I.KV.>.

of the Hotel-Dieu. A garrison of about seventeen hun-
dred men, mostly militia, with a very small sui)ply of

provisions, and eager to desert and return to theii* fam-
ilies, was left in the city, under the command of M. do
Ramezay.

267. In the afternoon of the 13th, when order was
partially restored and the prisoners had been secured,

Generals Townshend and Murray went to the front of
each British regiment, in turn, and publicly thanked the
men for their exemplary conduct in the recent battle.

With the aid of the sailors of the fleet, artillery, tents,

ammunition, and provisions, were bionght up. Eeduubts



180

um-

11

FALL OF qUEBPJC.

were begun, and other measures taken for effecting the
capture of the city. Great progress was made in these
preparations in the course of a few days.

J56H. On the 17th, by which time sixty pieces of

heavy artillery and fifty-eight mortars were mounced in

readiness for firing upon the city, the commander of

the garrison sent out a flag of truce to demand terms of

capitulation. His men were in a state bordering upon
mutiny, as they were without shelter and food sufficient

for tlieir daily wants. The inhabitants who had returned

to the ruined place also insisted upon the surrender, 'a^^

the army liad abandoned them, and they were unwillin<r

to await the assault which was being prepared by the

British army outside.

*i09. Accordingly, on the 18th of September, Quebec
was delivered into the possession of the English, on terms
honourable to both sides.

De Levis had joined the armjr at Point-aux-Trembles,
and was hastening back to strike another blow in de-

fence of the capital when he received news of the capit-

ulation. In fact sixty horsemen, belonging to his

advanced guard, were just about to enter the city v,ith

a supply of provisions at the moment when the surren-

der was made.
Thus, after a siege of about eighty days, the capital

town and fortress of New-France fell into the hands of

the English.

270. About seven weeks were spent by the army,

aided by marines and sailors, in making preparations

for the occupation of Quebec during the winter. Build-

ings were repaired, and rubbish cleared away from the

thoroughfares. Provisions ar.d stores, enough for a

whole year, were landed from the fleet. Outposts were

established at Cap-Rouge, St. Foy, Lorette, and other

points, in order to guard against surprise, and to pro-

tect working parties sent out to collect fuel. Every-

thing was done that could be thought of in the way of

providing for security and the defence of the place until

the spring of 1760.
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It wus arranpfed tliut Genenil Murray sliould ivnuiiii

in command of a garrison, composed of the regiments.,

which had served during the hito campaign.
Late in October, the British fleet weighed anchor and

departed. Besides the invalids, and other officers and
soldiers about to return home, it had on board Generals
Monekton and Townshend, with their respective staffs.

Already, in about a week after the capitulation, six

hundred officers and men, who belonged to the regular

French service and had formed part of the late garrison,

liad been sent to France, according to the terms agreed

to on the 18th of September.
General Wolfe's remains had also been despatched for

burial in England.

!!i71. A portion of the English fleet was intended to

winter at Halifax, and to be kept in readiness to return

to the St. Lawrence on the first opening of the naviga-

tion iii 1760. Measures were also to be taken for inter-

cepting any reinforcements the government of France
might attempt to send out to Canada.
§73. In the meantime de Levis with the French

army retired to Montreal. He determined to harass the

English at Quebec as much as possible in the winter

time. For this purpose he left a strong detachment in

a fortified post near to the mouth of the river Jacques
Cartier, with outposts at Point-aux-Trembles and St.

Augustin. His intention was, to return in early spring,

with all the forces he could muster, and attempt to le-

take Quebec.

*^i73. Some time in the month of November, Vau-
(Ireuil and de Levis despatched a small vessel down tjje

river for France. She passed the ramparts of Quebec in

safety, and went out to sea, bearing despatches for the

government, together with earnest appeals for the neces-

saries of life and munitions of war, to be sent out early

in the ensuinjj spring.

274. As the winter advanced the English garrison
at Quebec suffered a good deal from the rigours of the

season. The fuel used in the city had to be cut in the
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forest and brought in, fnmi time to time, by the Sijldiers.

inmccustonu d to tluil species oi labour. A f^reiit deal

ofsick K'.ss j)i'evftiledani(»ng tbeni,aiid many died, ciiieHy

tn>m t;ie etfects of seurvy. By the time tspring eanie,

(n'ncral Murray hud scarcely three thousand men litted

for dii^y.

*i7ii, Tiie French, from their ])osition.s at the JaeJiuo.<

Cartier and Point-aux-Trembles, endeavoured to haras-

the English by threatening their outposts and foragiu;:

partie-;. The inhabitants of the surrounding country,

were, in general, friendly. A great number had voluli-

tarily placed themselves under British protection, after

the fall of the city, and given in their subndssion, with

promises not to tight against the king of England.
This, of coursv^", was displeasing to the officers serving

under the orders of the Governor and de Ljvis, and
brought upon those who were known to be friendly to-

wards the English the ill will of the Prencli soldiers,

and of the mihtia remaining loyal to the French cause.

'^lO. In this place it is proper to state an important

circjumstance, shewing how falsehood and bad feeling

are purposely encouraged between nations whose gov-

ernments are at war with each other. Before the Eng-
lish came to take Quebec in 1759, Governor Vaudreuil
and the French officers tried to spread among the in-

habitants of the country, a belief that, if they should

fall into the hands of the enemies of the king of France,

thev would meet with cruel and l)rutal treatment. Vau-
dreuil even had it proclaimed to them that it would be

1) iter for all to perish than to become subject to the

King of England. All this was done to keep up the

lt»yalty of the inhabitants to their own king, to make
them willing to fight and to support the troops, as well

as to continue to bear the sufferings by which they had

been afflicted so long. But, although there were, of

course, some evil disposed persons in the British army
and fleet, the character given to the English genei-ally,

by Vaudreuil and his officers, was not theii* true char-

acter. After the fighting was over, the inhabitants who

11
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came to luivo intercourse with the Englisli, found out

tlio truth, und that tiiey were kind undhunume in their

feL'lin;j:s and eoiiduet. Not only were tlie officers cour-

teous, hut the common soldiers behaved towurds the

iiihiOiitauts in a way to nuike their officers proud of

thiMu; tor they did uU they could to lessen their distress

and want, often sharing with them their own rations,

to'oacco, and other articles, of which the poorCaniulians
stood in the greatest neeO. The consequence wa;., tliat

the people generally, in the country parts about Quebec,
desiring above all things peace and relief from their long
continued state of suffering, soon became favourably
disposed towards the British. In short, the people of

the country found out that the English General had
si)oken the truth when he first arrived, and when he
had told them that he came to make war only upon the
armed forces of the king of France, then the enemy of

the king of England, but not upon the inhabitants of

the colony.

But it is quite true that some occurrences took place

in the country parts, while the siege of Quebec was in

progress, by which, through the conduct of a few, the

character of the whole British nation was made to suf-

fer in the eyes of the French colonists.

In the beginning of the campaign, de Vaudreuil and
Montcalm had caused it to be made known t they
would rather perish themselves than surrender tlie cap-

ital. The U-ave Montcalm had kept his word and died

in its defenc?. But de Vaudreuil and Bigot had aban-
doned the city to its fate after the battle of September
13th. This conduct, the reasons for which could not
be known to the inhabitants, made their former decla-

rations seem very inconsistent, and the people, thus
deserted, and left to take care of themselves, could not
hut feel justifed in accepting the protection and kind-
ness of the coiquerors. If de Vaudreuil and the other
leaders had really kept their bold promises, and remained
to fight to the last, it would have been no more than
they had led the Canadians to expect.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHTH.

De Levis tries to Retake Quebec.—Second •' Batile of thk
Plains."—Capitulation of 1760.—Treaty of i 763.—Many
Families Quit Canada.

377. During the winter of 1759-GO, while Murniv's
troops at Quebec were suffering a good deal from sick-

ness, the French leaders at Montreal and the Jacques-

HONUMBNT ON THB BT. KOT ROAD, TO LEVIS AND lURRAY.

Cartier, made every effort to encourage and susttdii,

among their soldiers, militia, and people generally, a

determination to retake the city. They ciused reports

to be constantly circulated to the effect that de Levis

was coming at once with forces to carry the place by
escalade. Nothing, however, was really done beyond
making preparations for a movement at the close of
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the winter. The scarcity of j)rovi8ion8 was so great,

that many among tlie French iHjrished from starvation

and cold.

'478. Early in the spring of 1760, de Levis mustered

all the forces he could, and descended towards Quebec.

Such care was taken, that, by accident only, Slurray

became aware of his approach. The EngUsh general

resolved to tight at once. Accordingly, on April 28th,

a sanguinary l)attle took place towards that part of the

Plains of Abraham through which the road leading to

St. Foy pusses, a little further distant from the city than

tlie battle-field of September 13th, 1759. Murray had
the advantage in respect of the position and artillery;

de Levis, in numbers. Both sides fought with despera-

tion. The conflict was longer, and attended with greater

loss of life, than the battle between Wolfe and Mont-
calm.

In the end, Murray's forces were beaten, and retreated

into the city, leaving all their artillery, and a large quan-
tity of tools which had been brought for the purpose of

making entrenchments. The loss on the English side

was at least one thousand, and that of the French not
much less.

Thus de Levis, by a signal victory, avenged the de-

feat of the preceding year. A beautiful monument, on
which the names of both generals are inscribed, now
marks the spot where the greatest amount of bloodshed
occurred. To this day various relics—human bones,

soldiers' buttons, bayonets, bullets and cannon balls

—

found in the soil, remind people of the bloody battle

which was fought one hundred and twenty-one years

ago between the ancestors of the two foremost people
on the globe, now happily united by the bonds of peace,

friendship and mutual interest.

While de Levis was proceeding to profit by his vic-

tory—waiting only for heavy artillery to begin the

bombardment of the city—two vessels of war appeared
in the harbour. For a time it was uncertain whether
they belonged to France or England. But soon the
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En^lisli onyigii wus disi>la)'ccl and cleared up all

double!.

De Lt'vis instantly ordered a retreat, abandoning, in

his turn, <::uns and 8iego implements.

271). 'l'l»o sotjuel to our narrative of the struggle

wliit'h brought on the last days ot New-France is soon
told. France was unable, even if she were willing, to

.succour her sinking colony. Scarcity of food, clotning

and munitions of war, ajnirt from the reduced number
of the troop.s, rendered further resistance utterly hoix»less.

Do Levis made good his retreat to Montreal, losing,

however, on the way, large numbei's by desertion.

The ancient Ville-Marie became the rendezvous of

tlie relics of the French forces from all parts of the col-

ony. Already, the artillery from the forts at Isle-aux-

Noix, St. John, Chambly, and Sorel, had been with-

drawn, for the pur[)ose of forming the siege of Quebec,

and were nearly all left behind there when de Levis was

inten'upted in his operations. An English force, under
Colonel Haviland, advancing alon^ the line of the liiche-

lieu, therefore encountered no resistance in approiiching

those places. General Amherst, who had resumed his

operations at Lake Champlain early in the spring,

moved by way of Lake Ontario and down the St Law-
rence towards Montreal. He also encountered but little

resistance, although his march was very tedious and
attended with some loss at the rapids. Lastly, General
Murray, with a considerable force, passed slowly up the

river towards the last standing place of the French
forces. As he advanced, an occasional landing was made,
for the purpose of putting down the trifling opposition

he met with from people at some of the settlements along

the liver banks, and to receive their submission and
promises to take no further part in the fighting. At
length, on the 8th of September, the respective forces of

Amherst, Murray, and Haviland formed a junction, near

Montreal. Their united numbers fell not far short of

twenty thousand men, furnished with plenty of artillery

and munitions of war.
, ri
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To these tlie Frcncli oouhl (>[)pose IVoin three to four
thoiisiiiul dispirited soldiers, destitute of all that was
iiecesijary for offering a vigorous resistauce.

J)e V'audreuil, when the English were about to carry

the phiee l>v storm, ut onee eai)itulated on the best eon-
ditions Ainlierst could be indiKv<l to grant. The English
;;L'iieriil thought, that, under the eircunistances in w'nich

the relies of the French forces were placed, the French
leaders t)Ught to have surreiulered at discretion. Lie,

however, granted most of* the conditions sought, but
refused what are called the honours of war—that is, for

the eoncjuered oltieers and soldiers to march out of their

nnurtcrs with their arms and baggage, having colours

tlying, guns loaded, and lighted niatc*lies. The liery do
Levis took offence at this refusal of honours by the
British general, so that the Governor could induce him,
and a number of his officers and men, to lay down their

anus, oidy by insisting upon it, and by issuing positive

orders in the name of the king of France.
Thus was made the last stand by the defenders of New-

France, and tlius fell, for the time at least, the colony

for which leading people in France,—noble jiersons of

both sexes, religious devotees and missionaries, had made
so many and so great sacrifices, in times past.

^80. By the terms of the capitulation of Montreal,,

signed by Amherst and de Vaudreuil on September 9th,

17G0, protection was promised to the inhabitants, with
the free exercise of their religion, and the continued en-

joyment of their property, laws and customs, until these

aiid all like matters should be finally regulated by treaty

between the kings of France and England. K\\ forti-

tiod places and stations, wherever situated within the

bounds of Canada, were to be delivered up without delay.

All public documents and stores were to be surrendered,

but private papers and property to remain with their

owners. The Governor, Intendant, and all government
officials, with their families and personal effects, were to
be transported to France, in British vessels. All officers

and men belonging to the French service, pledging them-
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selves not to serve against England during the remiiiii-

der of the war, were, in like manner, to be carried U)

France.

Such were the principal conditions of the capitulation

of Montreal.

281. Later in the autumn, upwards of three thousand
French officers, soldiers, and sailors, were, according to

the agreement, carried to France in English ships. At
the same time with the troops and government officials,

a large number of the principal inhabitants of the colony

departed. There remained only those who desired to

stay, and whose business, family connections, or future

hopes, led them to prefer Canada to " la belle France.''

282. During upwards of two years following the

cessation of warfare in the colony, its affairs were regu-

lated by a military ffovernment, at the head of which
General Amherst placed General Murray, who estab-

lished two inferior governments, at Three Rivers and
Montreal, respectively.

The war between the two mother countries lasted

until 1763, when a general treaty of peace was signed

at Paris, on February 10th.

283. By the treatj of Paris, France surrendered,

finally, all her possessions on the American continent,

—Canada to Great Britain, and Louisiana to Spain.

She reserved only certain fishing rights on the coast of

Newfoundland.
The treaty confirmed, in substance, those articles of

the capitulations of Quebec and Montreal which relat,e(l

to the religion, language, laws, customs, and property,

of the inhabitants of Canada, who thus became legally

the subjects of the British Crown, the same as the peo-

ple of the British isles.

284. All who feared for the future of Canada, under
British rule, were made free to depart with their fomilies

and effects. A certain time was also allowed within

which they might complete any business affairs, and dis-

pose of property which could not be removed.
Since many persons had remained, waiting only to see
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if the colony would be again restored to France, as it

liad been in'the days of Champlain, one hundred and
thirty years before, these took advantage now of the op-

portunity to leave. Upwards of eleven liundred persons,

including nearly all tne best families in the country,

thus quitted Canada forever, some to dwell in France,

others to cast their future lot among the inhabitants (»!'

colonies still remaining to her.

^85« Reduced by the large number of those who dc-

l)urted between the years 1759 and 1704, the population

of Canada was now about sixty^five thousand souls.

These, as well as those who had just left, were the de-

scendants of emigrants of all ranks who had come out
from France to the colony since the year 1630, and who
are thought not to have exceeded, in all,ciglit thousand
})crsons. This was but a small number for France to

>;end out in the course of one hundred and thirty years

to people the banks of the St. Lawrence and the fertile

territories in the West. But France, for the most part,

was neglectful of her colony, which mi^ht have been
l)opnlous and strong by the year 1750, if the mother
countiT had, as she might have done, sent out twelve

times tnat number of colonists, and a few thousand sol-

dier to defend them when they needed such protection.

From the sixty-five thousand people mentioned above,

without further emigration from France, are descended
the Canadians of French origin, who, at this day, along
with their fellow subjects of other origins and creeds,

occupy this noble province, in perfect security and hap-
piness, if we except such causes of trouble and sorrow
as are the common lot of humanity.
^SQ» In the ensuing pages are related the fortunes

and progress of the Canadian colony under British rule,

during more than a century, from 1763 to the present

time.

END OF PART FIRST.
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PART SECOND.
- CHAPTER FIRST.

Canada under Military Government.—Royal Proclamation
OF October 1763.

—

General Murray Governor of the

Province of Quebec.—His Instructions.—The King's

"New" and "Old" Subjects.—Departure of Gkxeral
Murray. (A. D. 1763-1766.)

!^87. During the interval from the capitulation of

Montreal in 1760 to the conclusion of peace between the

two mother countries in 1763, Canada was held in occu-

pation by British troops. Divisions under General Gage
and Colonel Burton, respectively, were stationed at

Montreal and Three Rivers. General Murrav, with his

head-quarters at Quebec, was the chief officer over the

colony. The affairs of the country were regulated by
Councils composed of military officers, whose meetings

were held at the three principal towns which have been

named. [^-



THE ROYAL PROCLAMATION. 191

This was the Military Government, to which, for a
season, the inhabitants were subjected, until their future

lot should be decided by the conditions of peace that

might be ugreed upon in Europe.

288. Although the French colonists looked forward

to the restoration of the country to France, they re-

mained peaceable, and submissive to those who wqw
now placed over them. Active warfare having ceased,

their territory was no longer a scene of violence ana
bloodshed. They found themselves humanely treated

by the English officers and soldiers. The former state

01 famine was succeeded by an abundance of the neces-

saries of life. Although their present rulers differed

from them in regard to origin, language and creed, the

inhabitants were, in reality, better off than they had
been for many years.

289. In the spring of 17(>3 it became known that a

treaty of peace had been signed at Paris, on February
10th, in virtue of which Canada was ceded by France
to Great Britain. Louisiana, less fortunate, came under
the government of Spain.*

290. In October following, an important proclama-
tion was issued in the name of the Kmg of England.
The chief particulars of that proclamation were the

following: the King's English and American subjects

were invited to profit by the great increase of terntory
whicli the treaty of peace threw open to merchants and
settlers; officers ana soldiers were offered free grants of

land in Canada; and the King's subjects wore informed
that, "as soon as the state of the new American colonies

*By one of the articles of the Treaty of Paris, the former American
subjects of the French Kin^ in Canada were ffuaranteed the free ex-
ercise of their religion, and all their former religious privileges so far
as the laws and constitution of England permitted. No such stipu-
lation was necessary to be made in behalf of the colonists of Louisi-
ana, because their "religion was the same as that of the Spaniards.
But, nevertheless, the Tatter, in taking possession of their newly ac-
quired territory, treated the French inhabitants harshly, and even
cruelly. Afterwards Louisiana came again under the rule of France.
In 1803, when Napoleon I reigned over the French, that territory was
sold to the United States for $15,000,000.

-i
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permitted, the governors thereof would call general as-

semblies, until which time all persous resorting to the
said colonies might confide in his Majesty's Royal pro-

tection forenjoymff the benefit of the laws of England.'*
Whatever may have been the sense in whieli the

King's advisers intended the terms of the proclamation
to be understood, it occasioned in the colony apprehen-
sions and discord. More than four hundred persons,

Protestants and of British origin, became residents in

Canada. These claimed, or expected, that the afiairs of

tlie country would be conducted on much the same foot-

ing as if Canada had become a district situated in the

midst of England. They expected that Englisii forms
and usages, as well as the EngHsh language, would alone

be employed in the courts of law. Moreover, as in Entr-

land, they claimed that the magistrates and public offi-

cers should consist exclusively of persons professing the

Protestant faith.*

On the other hand, the colonists of French origin

became alarmed at the thought of having to conform
to laws unknown to themselves or their forefathers ; and
they dreaded the hardship of having questions concern-

ing their property, rights of inheritance, and many other

affairs, dealt with in a language to them unknown.
Some also feared lest, like the Acadian s, they might
have their property confiscated and be themselves re-

moved from their native country.

291* In November, 1763, the military form of gov-

ernment was, as much as possible, brought to an end,

by the appointment of General James Murray to the

office of Governor-General. The territory formerly

claimed by the French Governors was now confined to

the borders of the St. Lawrence and the northern shores

of the Great Lakes, and was henceforward styled the

Province of Quebec.
The new governor was instructed, as far as practica-

* At that time the laws of England required that not only the Brit-

ish sovereign, but, also, all persons holding public offices should be

Protestants. Roman Catholics were strictly excluded, and continued
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ble, to introduce the laws of England. He was further

ilirected to require from the inhabitants a compliance
with the three following conditions, under penalty of

having to leave the country, namely ; to take the oath

of allegiance, to make a declaration of abjuration,*

and to give up all arms in their possession.

It was found impossible to procure compliance with

all these requirements. Tlie oath of abjuration could

not be taken by the Roman Catholic inhabitants with-

out going against what was held to be a fundamental
principle of their religion. The condition respecting

arms was also extremely distasteful to the French, but
the oath of allegiance to their new lawful sovereign was
taken without opposition. The Governor himself did
not insist upon the full execution of the instructions he
had received. He even complained of the unfitness of

the class of persons from amongst whom he had to make
the selection of magistrates and other public officers.

Thus, neither the King's neto subjectsj as those of

French origin were styled, nor his old subjectSy who had
come in from the British Isles and the Anglo-American
colonies, were satisfied with the management of affairs or

their future prospects. The Governor became unpopu-
laramongst his own countrymen,who complained of him,
and blamed him for favourmg the interests of those who
constituted the vast majority of the population. Dis-
cord and heart-burnings arose in the colony, owing to

the opposite views held by the majority and minority.

29^. After a season, however, instead of a complete
introduction of English laws, and the setting aside of

those under which the colonists had been formerly
ruled, a species of compromise was adopted. In crimi-

nal cases, trial by jury, and English legal forms were

to be 80 during the ensuing seventj' years, when the statutes re-

specting magistrates and public officers were changed.
* This was a declaration on oath, denying that the Pope had any

lawful control over spiritual affairs in the dominions of the King of
England. Accbrding to the laws of England the King was held to
be the supreme head of the church, while the supremacy of the Pope
was thus set aside or abjured. i o

m
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established. In civil cases—those affecting property and
inheritance—the ancient laws of the colony were allowed

to have force. Bnt a considerable period, upwards of

fourteen years, elapsed before any definite constitution,

or any really settled modes of administering the laws,

can be said to have been introduced. This occurred

after 1774, in which year the English Parliament passed

the " Quebec Act," the nature of which is described in

a future chapter.

293. General Murray, who was regarded with much
fevour by the inhabitants of French origin, left the col-

ony in 1766. He was recalled to England in order to

report ia person upon the affairs of the country, and to

answer complaints made against his government*

CHAPTER SECOND.

Insurrection of Western Tribes of Indians.—Ponthiac.

294. At the close of the late war, the military posts

which had been maintained by the French amongst the

Western Indians, and in the Lake regions, were surren-

dered to the British. Their ganisons were replaced by
others, commanded by English officers.

But many of the Indian tribes who used to frequent

those posts, although they had abandoned the cause of

the French, were, in their hearts, by no means favour-

able to the Eufflish. They found, also, their former

importance in tne eyes of the Europeans gone, since

their services, as auxiliaries, were now no longer sought

by two contending parties.

295. In the year 1764, the English, relying upon

*A commission was appointed in England to investigate complaints
against Governor Murray. He proved, in defence of nimself against

tne charge of partiality for tlie Catholics, tbat out of a totsJ popula-
tion of 7H,000 souls, only ahout 500 were Protestants—that is, one to

one hundred and fifty.—The commission reported that the charges
against him were groundless.
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the general peace which had been proclaimed, consid-

ered themselves safe in the occupation of the various

fortified stations which they occupied. But, suddenly,

the savages belonging to the Lake regions, and those oc-

cupying territories to the west and south of the Great
Lakes, began a most determined attack upon their forts

and frontier settlements. The Ottawas, Chippowas,
Wyandots, Pouteoutamis, Sakis, Mississagues, Miamis,

as well as the nations between the Ohio and the IjaUes,

Dclawares, Shawnees, Mingoes, Mohicans, and others,

all acted in concert in falling upon a grea*^ number of

points at the same time. They soon made themselves

masters of nine forts. In fact, all the chief outlying

posts whicli the British had lately obtained after a long
and bloody war, were captured by the savages, excepting
only Niagara, Detroit, and Fort ritt or Uuquet^ne. The
two last named stations were also, for a time, in the

greatest danger of sharing the fate of the others, for

they were surrounded by large bodies of Indians, deter-

mined to take them by assault, or to effect the same
purpose by means of fire and famine. The commander-
in-chief of the English forces in America, General
Amherst, felt obliged to give all his attention to suc-

couring Forts Niagara, Detroit, and Pitt, and with diffi-

culty saved them by means of forces hastily forwarded
to their rescue. *

After the capture of the forts which fell into their

hands, the Indians continued their attacks upon the
frontier settlements of the English. Crops, animals,
4ind immense quantities of property were destroyed. All
the garrisons were massacred, as well as a large number
of people belonging to the settlements, t

* Captain Dalzell, Colonel Bradstreet, and Colonel Bouquet were
the officers sent to relieve the principal forts. Dalzell succeeded in
conducting reinforcements to Niagara, and then pushed on to Detroit,
around which bloody conflicts occurred. Colonel Bouquet relieved
Foi-t Pitt, and defeated the savages in a pitched battle at a spot called
Bushy-Run, in July, 1764.

+ It ha» been recorded that upwards of 3000 persons belonging to
the English forts and frontier settlements were massacred. A j^Tcat

'11
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396. The priiicipjil loader in that savage warfare of

17(54, was Pontliiac, an Ottawa chief, who possessed

great influence among his own people and with the
chiefs of the other tribes. He it was who secretly de-
vised the i)lan of a simultaneous attack upon the British

stations. But, after the defeat at Bushy-Run, the savages-

were induced to come to terms. Forts and prisoners

were recovered, and peace again established. Ponthiae,
who only survived until 17G7, was so far conciliated

that he ceased to \)Q an o])en enemy.*
*497. If Ponthiac's plans had been completely suc-

cessful in the west, the consequences must have been
felt on the banks of the St. Lawrence, within the Pro-

vince of Quebec. That renowned savage's real aim was
to destroy or expel the English altogether; and he had
even, to a certain extent, gained over to his cause their

ancient allies the Iroquois.

CHAPTER THIRD.

Sir Guy Carleton, Governor.—The Quebec Act.—Revolt

OF English Colonies.—Condition and Disposition of

THE Canadians. (A. D. 1766-1775.)

298. Governor Murray, "Who, as has already been

stated, was recalled in 17G0, was succeeded by General

Guy Carleton. He, like Mumiy, had served under Gen-

eral Wolfe at Louisbourg and in the camj)aign of 1759.

As it was, for a time, uncertain whether or not ^luriay

many besides, men, women, and children, were carn«)d off into cap-

tivity.

* Ponthiac's abilities have been described by some ^vriter8 as having

been wonderful. He was remarkable for his hostility to the English.

In the battle with General Braddock, in 1755, he was present in com-

mand of the Ottawa warriors, and fouj^ht a,<i:ainst the Briiish during;

the ensuing war. He came to his end in the y .\r 1767, when, at a

meeting of savages, an Indian stabbed him on a^- nut of some wojds

uttered expressmg dislike of the English.

:^,
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would return to Quebec, Carleton was appointed Lieu-

t<;iiant-Governor, until, in 1TG8, he received the title of

Governor-General.

299. Governor Carleton went farther than his i)re-

decessor in hia endeavours to befriend the kin<('s French
Canadian subjects. He favoured such alterations in th«

laws of England as might admit of Roman Catholics

holding offices of trust in the colony. Instead of the

exclusive use of the English language and forms in tiie

courts of law, he desired the ancient system to be restored

in civil cases, esjDecially so far as concerned the French

GOVKUNOR CARLETON.

ofE into cap-

Canadians themselves. He even caused a Code to be
drawn up, including what he thought most ij oessary to

be taken from the ancient laws. With this he went to

England in 1770, and, while there, advocated various

improvements in the government of th j colony.

300, During Sir Guy Carleton's absence, from 1770
to 1774, Mr. Cremahe, a member of the Ooknial Coun-
cil, acted temporarily as Lieutenant-Governor, or Ad-
ministrator.

301. The inhabitants of all classes experienced the
inconvenience of the sort of government under which
the colony was ruled, and of tho other disadvantages.
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which have been mentioned. About this time they
made endeavours, by means of petitions, to induce the
authorities in England to attend to tlieir case. Those
of English origin pleaded for the establishment of an
Assembly, which they alleged had been promised in the

king's proclamation of 17G3. The French inhabitants

also petitioned for concessions relative to their admission
to public offices, and other matters about which they

claimed they did not enjoy all the benefits to which they

were entitled as subjects of the king of England. But it

seemed that the English government required much time
for consideration before adopting any decisive measures.

30^. In the meantime, notwithstanding the evils

connected with the mode of government and the admi-
nistration of the law, the innabitants had, to a great

extent, recovered from the deplorable condition in wiiicli

the conclusion of hostilities, in 1760, had left them.
Agriculture and commerce were making progress. The
population had advanced to beyond 80,000. Food was
abundant, so that wheat, fish, and other products, were
exported. There were no taxes.

At the same time, long disuse of arms, and their state

of inactivity, as compared with their condition during

the last war, had doubtless affected their ancient war-

like spirit. Many amongst them now claimed exemp-
tion from certain claims which the Seignieurs used, in

former times, to make without question, especially in

relation to personal services according to the feudal

system.

303. At length, in June 1774, the Parliament of

England deemed it expedient to legislate for the benefit

of the Province. An Act was passed, styled "An Act
for making better provision for the government of the

ProYince of Quebec in North America." This act re-

moved some of the principal grievances complained of

by the majority of the population.* But the English

*By the Quebec Act, the territory of the Province was extended,-^

the Proclamation of October, 1763, and all appointments and regula-

tions derived from it, revoked and annulled ; the rights and dues of

1.
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measuretJ.

inhabitants were dissatisfied with it, and even petitioned
against it. In this proceeding the^ were joined by peo-
ple of the other English colonies in America, who
declared that the favour shewn towards the Roman
(JHtholics by the " Quebec x\.ct" was contrary to the law
of England. Soon afterwards, however, all the English
colonies of America were involved in civil war and
bloodshed.

ii04. It is not necessary in this book to state fully

tlio causes which led the English colonists to rise in

rebellion against the mother country, in 1775. England
desired to raise revenue by taxing the colonists. The
colonists refused to pay, while the government insisted

on the right of the Parliament to tax all the king's

subjects, whether they consented or not. At first, it was
;i rebellion. Then, in 1776, the colonists declared them-
SL'lves no longer subjects of the king, and fought despe-

nitely for their independence. Having endeavoured in

vain to induce the Canadians to join them, the English
colonists carried the war to the banks of the St. Law-
rence. Those who, fifteen years before, had fought for

England against the subjects of France in Canada, now
came to, fight the Canadians, or to force these to take
part against England ! It must be admitted, that, al-

though the French inhabitants manifested indifference

to the sohcitations of the Americans, yet they were not
moved by much warmth of feehng in behalf of their own
jrovernment.

.*>0o. Governor Carleton returned to Canada in the

the Roman Catliolic clergy secured, and the oath of allegiance and
supremacy changed to suit the consciences of Roman Catholic sub-
jects ; the ancient laws of Canada restored and trial by jury taken
away in regard to civil cases ; the laws of England retained in regard
to triniinal aifairs ; a council of from 17 to 23 inhabitants to be ap-
l)()iiited for making ordinances hi behalf of the peace, welfare and
i^ood government of the Province.
The dues and rights intended to be secured to the Catholic clergy

were stated in the Act to be those only from persons of the same
faith. It was settled, further, that such other provision should be
m id(^ for the Protestant religion, and the support of the Protestant
cleij^y, as should from time to time be judged necessary and expedient.
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autumn of 1774. The new Act was to come into force

in May 1776. But the events which ensued upon tin*

breakmg out of war between England and her Aniericim

colonies prevented the assembling of a new Council until

the year 1776.

CHAPTER FOURTH.

Invasion of Canada by the Americans in 1775,

—

Continta-

TION OF THE WAR IN 1 776 AND I777.—INTERNAL AfFAIKS

OF Canada.—End of the "War of Independence."— L'.

E. Loyalists. (A. D. 1775-1783O

306. The war commenced early in July 1775. Tlio

Americans determined to take possession of Canada, and,

for this purpose, despatched two aimies towards the St.

Lawrence. One of these, under General Richard Mop.I-

f
ornery, took the route of Lake Champlain and the river

Richelieu. All the fortified stations on the way wore

captured. When the St. Lawrence was reached, at Sorel,

Montgomci-y placed troops and batteries on both sides

of the river to prevent communication between Quebec
and Montreal. Presently, there being little or no resist-

ance, he moved upon Montreal, and gained possession of

that city on the 13th November. Thence he descended

the St. Lawrence to Quebec, in the neighbourhood of

which he landed on December 5th.

The other American army, under General Arnold, had
arrived some time before, having marched througli the

wilderness from the sea coast, by the route of the rivers

Kennebec and Chaudiere. The two corps united before

Quebec numbered about three thousand men.
As the season was far advanced, the American leaders

felt the necessity of attempting the capture of the city

as quickly as possible. But they had no heavy guns,

and the month of December came to an end before they

were prepared to make an attack.
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307. At that time the Bntish fijovernment had only

one weak battalion of troops in Canada. (Joveriior

Carleton, with a few hundred men, soldiers and Cana-
dian militia, had made some slight show of opposition

to Montgomery's march on Montreal. But it was im-

possible for him to offer any effective resistance, and ho
himself with difficulty made his escape down the river

in a boat. He reached Quebec on November 20th, some
time after Arnold's force had established itself in the

neighbourhood
The Governor found the people of Quebec astonished

at the presence of a hostile band, coming in the direc-

tion which Arnold had pursued. For the Kennebec and
the Chaudiere abounded in rocks and rapids, and the

country between their sources was full of swamps, forests,

and rugged mountain ridges, across which it was sup-

posed bodies of armed men could not pass.

Only a single company of soldiers formed the garrison.

To these the Governor added the seamen and marines
of a sloop of war, then in the harbour, and also all the

inhabitants able to bear arms. Both French and Eng-
lish citizens placed themselves under his orders. But
as there were some disaffected persons in the place, the

Governor ordered all such to withdraw. "When these

had departed he found himself in command of about six-

teen hundred men fit for duty. At all available ])laces

cannon were placed, and all the approaches barred with

obstacles. The troops, sailors, and citizens, were formed
into con^panies, and every man's station was assigned.

308. On the night of December 31st, the Americans
made their attack in four distinct bodies. Two columns
advanced towards the heights of Abraham, merely for

the purpose of attracting the attention of the garrison

from the real points of assault. Arnold led a third body
by the low ground, between the St. Charles and the

heights, with the intention of penetrating into the Lower
Town. Montgomery, with the fourth division, moved
towards the Ix)wer Town, between the river and Cape
Diamond. When the assailants reached the intended
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points of attack, they found the garrison on the alert and
ready to receive them. Arnold was wounded at the first

fire, and carried back to his quarters. His followers
were presently overpowered, and killed or captured.
Montgomery also failed to pass the barriers in his way.

Cannon and musketry were discharged upon his col-

umn, as soon as the people of the garrison could discern

by the sound that it was approaching. Snow was falling

at the time, and nothing could be seen through the
darkness. But soon groans ^vere heard, and the noise

of men retiring in confusion. General Montgomery,*
his secretary, several of his principal oflScers, and live

men, were killed on the spot.

It was not until morning the particulars could be as-

certained. Some advised the Goveraor to march out,

and fall upon the enemy, before they should recover

from the feelings inspired by their failure. But Carlo-

ton was too prudent to run any risk, by venturing out-

side the defences of the city.

309. The American force, now commanded by Arnold,

continued the siege until the following spring. Their
numbers were diminished by their loss in the late attack,

desertion, and disease, until they were less than one

thousand. In the course of the winter months, how ever,

they received reinforcements. Some attempts to raise

the siege, made by bodies of Canadians outside, were

defeated by the Americans. The Governor resisted all

persuasion to take the offensive, intent solely on pre-

serving the city. Towards the approach of spring the

American Congress sent forward three thousand troops,

and some heavy artillery, to Arnold's assistance. Mon-
treal and the forts on the Richelieu were occupied by

four thousand more. But, before the reinforcements

intended for Arnold could reach him, the arrival of ships

« !'

*Thi8 General Mootgomery had been formerly a British officer

serving in the 17th Regiment, under Amherst, in the campaigns of

1759 and 1760. He had afterwards married and settled in Virginia,

and, when the colonies revolted, had thrown off his allegiance to

Great Britain.

V
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of war from England, bringing troops and stores, changed
the face of affairs at Quebec. This occurred on the 6th
of May 1776.

3tO. Arnold at once retreated, leaving behind almost
all his stores and his wounded, while the Governor, who
luid now three brigades of infantry, moved up the river

in pursuit. From Sorel, the Americans crossed the river,

and made a vigorous, though unsuccessful, night attack

upon one of the English brigades encamped at Three
liivors. As the British advanced, the invaders with-

drew from all the places which they had taken in 1775.

Montreal, and the forts on the Richelieu, were aban-
doned. The English government, determined to put
down the rebellion, continued to send out troops to

Quebec. Divisions of these were forwarded to the seat

of war, as they arrived.

Carleton was thus enabled to follow the retreating

enemy to Lake Champlain, of which, by launching a
fleet, he obtained the command before the campaign of

1776 was ended. Isle-aux-Noix and Crown Point were
given up without fighting by the enemy, who concen-
trated their forces at Ticonderoga, in readiness for the
ensuing season. Thus ended the invasions of Canada
by the Americans in 1775 and 1776.

311. In course of their operations in Canada, the
Americans had constantly endeavoured to entice the
French Canadian population to join in their revolt.

The Canadians, however, although there was some dis-

affection amongst them, declined to be guided by them.
The more they saw of the Americans, the more the
French inhabitants of Canada seemed to shrink from
becoming their allies. The clergy* also exerted them-
selves strenuously in exhorting their people to remain
taithful to the British government.

I fi

i.l

* There had been no Bishop since the death of M. Pontbriand, in
1760. In 17G6, M. Briand came out as chief ecclesiastic. The gov-
ernment would not acknowledge him as Bishop although he had the
king's consent to preside over the church affairs or the French
Canadians.
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The military operations on the British side were
chiefly carried on by officers and soldiers of the regular

army, sent out from England. Nevertheless, as tlie

war continued, and when the Canadians came to under-
stand the nature and objects of the revolt, they became
less reluctant to be embodied as militia for active ser-

vice. They cheerfully acquiesced in the quartering uf

the soldiers in their habitations, during wintei*.

At a later date, some dissatisfaction was occasionocl

by circumstances which will be hereafter stated.

31^. During the year 1777, the war continued, but

the scene of active operations being out of the limits of

Oanada, it is unnecessary to describe all the details.

•General Burgoyne was now the English commander-in-
ohief. He had about eight thousand men, of wlioni

about five hundred were Canadians and a like numljer

Indians. Having reached the American position at

Ticonderoga, and followed the retiring enemy in the

direction of Albany, some severe fighting occurred.

Two of his detachments in succession were defeated wirii

great loss, near a place called Bennington. This encou-

raged the Americans so much, that the troops, militia,

and armed inhabitants of the country, assembled in

great numbers, and fought a desperate battle on tlie

19th of September. They no longer retired, for Bur-
goyne was a long way from his supplies, and his diffi-

culties increased every day. On October 7th, another des-

perate conflict occurred. The English general fell back

upon Saratoga, where he soon found himself completely

surrounded. The Indian auxiliaries, and the Cana-

dians, had nearly all deserted, and other losses, by war

and sickness, hud reduced his force to thirty-five hun-

dred men. On October 16th, Burgoyne surrendered bv

capitulation to the American General Gates, who had
sixteen thousand men under his command.
To complete the misfortune of the English general, a

corps, consisting of seven hundred regulars, and one

thousand Indians and Canadians, which had been or-

xicred to move from Osweao to Alban\', was iononiiui-
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ously defeated and driven back by the inhabitants of
the countiy.*

313. While these events were in progress, Sir Guy
Oarleton, in Canada, was devoting his attention to the

interaal affairs of the Province. The ^'ew Council,

>oreated by the Quebec Act, held its first meeting in the

spring of 1777. Five of the members were French
Canadians. The courts of law were organized for con-
ducting business according to the spirit of the Act.

Bufc the Governor, who was dissatisfied, because Bur-
guyne had been appointed to command the troops in

the field, had already demanded his recall. This was
granted, and, in 1778, Carleton returned to England
before the new constitution had been fairly introduced.

His successor was Major General Haldimand—a man
oPa very different character from that of Murray or of
Sir Guy Carleton.

314. The struggle between the revolted colonists and
the mother country was maintained until the year 1783.

Then hostilities ceased, and a treaty of peace was agreed
npon, in which the independence of the Thirteen United
h^rates of America was acknowledged by Great Britain.

f

315. Before the war was ended, and after its close, a
great many persons from the English colonies removed
into Canada. As they had remained faithful to the
English crown, lands were assigned to them and to

their children.

No fewer than ten thousand were styled United Em-

* The command of this corps had been entrusted to Colonel St.

Leger. He was to move from Oswej^o by the Mohawk river, and,

after capturing the forts on his way, to arrive at Albany in time to

join the army under Burgoyne. St. Leger escaped total destruction

only by a precipitate retreat to Oswego, whence he returned to Mon-
tival.

The grand object of the campaign was to assemble a strong army
!\t Albanv and put down the rebellion—but the failure of Burgoyue
to reach that place, and the forced retreat of St Leger, proved that

tiie Americans were able to cope with the British forces.

+ The 4th of July, 1T7(>, is the date from which the Americans count
tlieir independ nr'O, because on that day their famous Declaration

was siu'ned. Every anniversary of July'4th, is observed by them as

a national lioKdav.

i :I

1 !l
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pire Loyalists,* because they fought for the unity of the

empire, and against the separation of the thirteen Ame-
rican States. Their property in those States was con-

fiscated. Of such consisted the early settlers in tlie

ten-itory north of Lake Ontario, afterwards called Upper
•Canada.

lilQ, By the treaty of peace between England and
the United States, the territory of the Province of Que-
bec was again reduced within limits nearly the same as

those established after the treaty of 1763. Althouo-h

the Quebec Act had so lately extended those limits, so

as to include part of the Ohio Valley and other exten-

sive tracts in the west, yet, without consideration for

the future of Canada, they were again altered to suit the

wishes of the revolted colonies. This circumstance dis-

pleased the Canadians, who remembered the former vast

extent of New France.
'''i

CHAPTER FIFTH.

OOVERNOR HaLDIMAND.—MEASURES OF THE ENGLISH GOVERN-
MENT.

—

Lord Dorchester, Governor.—Increase of the

Population from 1763 to 1790.

317. Sir Frederick Haldimand, whose governorsliip
lasted from 1778 to 1785, has been described as one bet-

ter fitted to conduct a system of strict military discipline

than the government of a Province. It was believed

* Besides the U. E. Loyalists, officers and soldiers, who had served
in the late war, were offered grants of land in the territory afterwards
named Upper Canada. Subsequently, emigrants from the British
Isles were encouraged to come out and receive free grants of land,
consisting of lots of two hundred acres each—subject to the condi-
tion of becoming actual settlers. Many persons were thus induced
to emigrate. The population in the newly settled parts increased
more rapidly than that of the Eastern territories—the Province of

Quebec or Lower Canada—had ever done. In eight years it reached
the number of 30,000.
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that emissaries from the neighbouring disloyal provinces

were watchful for opportunities of tampering with the

fidelity of the people of Canada.
The Governor therefore sought to put down every

symptom of disaffection. Being strict, and haughty,

and of an uncongenial disposition, he was far from pop-
ular. The provisions of the Quebec Act dissatisfied all

parties, when they came to be executed. The French
majority, being represented by less than one-fourth of

the number of members in the Council, thought them-
selves but little better off than when under a purely

military government. The English pari;y considered

themselves injured because the trial by j^ry, in civil

cases, had been taken away. The absence of a repre-

sentative form of government, and of the privileges of

the "Habeas Corpus" Act,* made them feel that they

were denied the rights of British subjects.

Nobody being satisfied, and the Governor being very

arbitrary, discontent reigned in the Province. There
were loud complaints, not only of the Governor's tyran-

ny, but also that justice was not fairly administered by
the courts of law.

Many persons, on slight grounds, were thrown into

prison. Petitions were sent to England, and, at length, in

1785, the unpopular Governor demanded his own recall.

318. The English government saw that steps must
be taken to put an end to the general discontent. But
this could not be done without making some signal

changes, such as might satisfy the increasing English
and Protestant population, as well as the French and
Roman Catholics. Nor could such changes be made on
the instant, or without due preparation.

Accordingly, in the first instance, trial by jury, in civil

cases, was restored, and the law of "Habeas Corpus"
was introduced into the Province.

* This was a statute or law of the time of Charies II, for preventing
people from being unjustly thrown into prison or kept there without
trial. It was called the "Habeas Corpus" Act, because it began
with those words. It was then in force in England, but not in Canada.
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Next, it was determined to procure further and more
perfectly reliable information about all its internal af-

fairs, and to find out, if possible, the best modes of
removing the causes of complaint.

Lastly, as a proof of the desire to deal impartially with
the king's Canadian subjects, it was decided to send
out, as Governor, one who had already rendered him-
self acceptable to all classes. This was no other than
the popular Sir Guy Carleton, who had been made a
peer, with the title of Lord Dorchester.
By such measures, the king of England and his min-

isters, prepared the way for granting a new Constitution,

which followed in a few years, and proved their concern
in behalf of the substantial welfare of Canada.
319. In the interval between the recall of Haldi-

mand and the arrival of Lord Dorchester, the afifairs of

the Province were conducted by Henry Hamilton, and,
after him, by Colonel Henry Hope.
3'^0. Lord Dorchester reached Quebec in October

1786. During the five succeeding years, until 1791,

when he again departed to England, the Governor did

all in his power to mitigate the bad feelings growing out

of diflEerences of race, creed, and language. In order to

procure for the English ministers the information they

needed about the internal affairs of the Province, he aj)-

pointed committees of inquiry. These consisted of mem-
oers of the Council. They were directed to inquire into

all particulars relating to commerce, education, justice,

themilitia, and the tenure of lands; to make full reports

upon these ; to suggest changes and improvements bv

which existing evils might be remedied.

331. Although several writers, either through ill na-

ture or mistake, have imputed bad motives to England
herself, in regard to her dealings with the people of

Canada, at that time and subsequently, yet it is certain

that the King, as well as his ministers aiic' |>oople, sin-

cerely desired the welfare of the Provincials. They were

anxious to find out, and to remedy, whatever was amiss,

and willing to concede to the Canadians privileges
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greater than were enjoyed by people in any other pai't

of the empire.* King George the Tliird of England
was a very different personage from King Louis XV of

France, whose imbecility and shameful neglect of his

Acadian and Canadian subjects, had occasioned them
infinite distress, before their transfer to the British

crown. In fact, apart from the sense of justice and
benevolence which animated King George and his min-
isters in their conduct towards Canada, they had learn-

ed to profit by the experience gained in tlie late war
with the revolted colonists. This had taught them to

be more careful in regard to the wishes and wants of

those who remained faithful, lest these also might be-

come disloyal, and cast off the yoke of a nation three

thousand miles distant.

322, The population of Canada had now increased

very considerably. In 1763, it had been somewhat more
than 65,000. Twenty years later, in 1783, it was reck-

oned at about 120,000; "seven years afterwards, in 1790,

it was upwards of 150,000. it had thus been at least

doubledm the course of twenty-seven years. At first, the
English speaking and Protestant inhabitants were very

insignificant in number. But, after 1782, these in-

creased rapidly. They must have exceeded 30,000 in the

year 1791. The great majority of them, besides, were of

the classes of people accustomed to think for themselves.

As has been already stated, the U. E. Loyalists had lands

"The Roman Catholic religion in those days was scarcelj' tolerated
in Great Britain or her other colonies, and, as has been already men-
tioned, the Catholics were denied admission to public offices. In
these happier and more liberal times, people can scarcely realize the
strength of the bad feeling which then mutually animated Protestants
and Catholics. Also, before the times of which we now write, as well
as since, long and desperate wars between England and France ren-
dered the people of the two countries very bitter against each other,
so that, even hi intervals of peace, they were much kept apart and
prevented from knowing or esteeming each others' good qualities.

The young reader will easily learn from these statements that people
from the British isles, coming to settle in Canada, would be likely to
come out prejudiced against the French inhabitants ; and, that the
latter would be disposed to regard the new-comers with no favour-
able feelings. | .

,=l
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assigned to them, especially in the teiTitory afterwards

named Upper Canada. There were also officers, and
disbanded soldiers, belonging to the army, and emigrants

from the British irfles, who came to make homes for

their families in Canada.
Of the people thus suddenly thrown into the same

Province with the ancient iniiabitants, the majority were

aware of their rights as British subjects, and disposed to

claim them.
323. In consecjuence of the circumstances stated in

the preceding articles, and the reports of the commit-
tees,* as well as the continued discontent and petitions

of the inhabitants for redress, the British parliament,

in 1791, conferred on Canada a new constitution. The
particulars are given in the ensuing chapter.

*One committee reported that justice was administered sometimes
according to English laws, and at other times according to the French,
and that there were other irregularities and unceitainties tonnected
with the courts. On commerce and the tenure of lands tlie reports

were just such as might have been made by the whole eouiifil, com-
posed as this was of a great majority of members unfavourable to the

wishes of the majority of inhabitants. On the subject of Edueation,
it was proposed that elementary schools should be established in all

the parishes—that there should also be a number of schools of higher
grade and one university to be maintained out of the property tliat

bad formerly been in the hands of the Jesuits, but claimed by i]ie

crown in 1776.

END OF PART SECOND.

* A.



PAET THIRD.

CHAPTER FIRST.

The Division of Quebec into Upper and Lower Canada.—
Constitution of 1791.

—

Particulars of the First Par-

liament of each Province.—Popularity of Lord Dor-
chester.—Loyalty and Happiness of the People.—
Harmony and Progress in both Provinces. (A. D. 1791-

1803.)

324. The parliament of Great Britain conferred on
Canada a new constitution in the year 1791.

This was based on the separation of Quebec into two
Provinces, Upper Canada and Lower Canada. The
course of the great river Ottawa was iissigned as the
boundary between the two new Provinces.*

325. For each of the Provinces a legislature was
established, consisting of a Legislative Council, a House
of Assembly, and Governor. This was in imitation of

the constitution of England, for the Governor was to

represent the Sovereign, the Council the House of Lords,

and the Assembly the House of Commons. The mem-
bers of the Legislative Councils were to be discreet per-

sons^ appointed for life by the royal authority; tliose

of the Assemblies to be chosen by the people. Thus

* The Provinces of Ontario and Quebec are now (1869) separated
by the same boundary. At Point Fortune, the division line leaves
the Ottawa, and, running eastwards of the counties of Trescott and
Glengarry, crosses *o the bank of the St. Lawrence on the north side
of Lake St. Francis. Thence, to the Indian town, St. Regis, the St.

Lawrence itself is the boundary between the two Provinces. St. Regis
is on the south bank of the St. Lawrence, and through it runs the
line separating Canada and the United States—namely, eastwards, the
parallel of 45"

, and westwards, the course of the St. Lawrence. Thus
St. Regis is placed at a sort of conier where the territory of the United
States meets that of Upper Canada (Ontario), as well as that of Lower
Canada (Quebec). The Indian name of St. Regis is Ahquasosne.
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Canada obtained what is called a representative form of

government, and tlins, at length, was fnlfilled the pro-

mise contained in the Royal l*roclamation of 1703.

IVZiy, A full statement of the particulars of the new
constitution would be too long for insertion in this

hook.* It is enough to siiy that wjiile the "llulxiis

Corpus'' was retained as a fundamental law of eiuli

}'io\ ince, and while the interests of religion, both in

ri'^iurd to Protestants and Catholics, as well as taxation,

jmd the tenure of land, were provided for in ways in-

tended to l>e permanent, tlie two Provinces could now.

in other respects, make Itiws to suit themselves. The
Act was to come in force not later than December 3Lsr.

1791, and the date of meeting of the new legislatures to

be' not later than December 31st, 170*^.

3^T. The gi'and object of the new constitution, as

explained by Mr. Pitt in the English parliament, was to

put an end to the competition, or rivalry, of the two

races in Canada. The disputes and uncertainties re-

specting law and other matters, would, it was hoped,

exist no longer, when the old French population and

the new settlers from Britain, and from the American
States, should have distinct legislatures for regulating

their public affairs.

328. Lord Dorchester being absent in England, it

devolved on General Alured Clarke, the Lieutenant Gov-

ernor, to summon the first parliament of Lower Canada.

The election of members for the Assembly took place in

June, 1792, and the meetings of the Council and As-

sembly began on December 17th following, at the city

of Quebec.

* The particulars relative to the new le^slatures are set forth in

fifty sections or clauses of the Act of Parliament introduced by Mr.

Pitt, in March, 1791.

The same Act set apart lands for the support of a Protestant

clergy.
The lands so set apart were to consist of one-seventh of all land?

In the Province, not previously granted. They came to be called

Clergy Reserves. Their amount was about two and a half million^

of acres in Upper Canada, and one million in Lower Canada.
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of a Protestant

The Legislative Council hiul fifteen members, the

House of Assembly had titty. Lower Canada had been
divided into twenty-one counties. Of these eighteen

were entitled to two members each. Tliree of the coun-

ties, Gaspe, Bedford, and Orleans, returned only one
member for each. The city of Quebec was represented

by four members, Montreal by a like number, and Three
Rivers by two. The first meeting of the legislature of

Upper Canada took place on September 17th, 179!:J.

There were seven members in the Council, and sixteen

in tlie Assembly. They met at Niagara, then called

Newark.
3*^9. In both Provinces the business of self-govern-

ment was entered upon with zeal and spirit. But in

order to see clearly how those early provincial parlia-

ments conducted their work, and what was the nature

of the political privileges whicb the people then enjo3'ed,

it is necessary to describe some further particulars re-

specting their tirst meetings.

In Lower Canada, as soon as the two houses met,
the Lieutenant Governor appointed a Speaker for the

Legislative Council, and sanctioned the choice of Speak-
er made by the Assembly. Then the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor opened the session with a speech, addressed to

the members of both houses, to which each house re-

turned a formal reply. The reply, or address, of the
Assembly was filled with expressions of loyalty and
thankfulness, on account of the new constitution con-
ferred by the king and parliament of Great Britain.

Next, the Lieutenant Governor sent messages to

the Assemblv relative to the conduct of business and
enactment of laws. Later in the session, other messages
were transmitted, one of which related to education,

Jind another informed the house that " the persons exer-

cising the supreme authority in France had declared war
against the King of England." *

* A dreadful revolution hart broken out in France in 1781). King
Louis XVI was put to death by his subjects.
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To the lutter messiigo, the Asseiiihly returned a reply

expressing horror of what hail oceurred in France, and
{)raying for the success of His Majesty's arms. The
louHC assured the Lieutenant Governor of its readiness

to put the militia on a proper footing, and to do what-
ever might be necessary for the protection of the

Province from any insult and injury by His Majesty's

enemies.

Upon the subject of education, respecting which a

petition had been presented from the inhabitants of

Quebec, the house passed an address to His Majesty, in

which it was said that " the deplorable state of educa-

tion in this Province had long been a matter of the

deepest regret." In the same address the king was to be

sought to order that the property "heretofore possessed

by the Jesuits in this Province be secured and applied

to the education of youth, according to the original

intention of the donors, and as being most essential for

promoting science imd useful knowledge."
A great many subjects—concerning expenses and reve-

nue, salaries of officei*s, affairs appertaining to legisla-

tion and the welfare of the country—were discussed

during the session, which lasted vmtil May 1793. Never-

theless, only eight bills were passed. These were assented

to in the kmg's na)/>o by the Lieutenant Governor, who
then prorogued the parliament with a short speech,

addressed to the members of both houses, assembled in

the ehamber of the Legislative Council.

Although to many of the members the business of

legislation was entirely new, and the proceedings wit-

nessed for the first time in their lives, yet all were deep-

Iv interested and earnest in the discharge of these public

duties by which they were kept away from their private

concerns during upwards of four months. So much did

the actors in this infant Canadian parliament prize the

political privileges they now enjoyed.

330. There was one question raised during the ses-

sion, which for a time threatened to convert harmony
into discord.
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A iiuuiIkt uf English inluibituiits had been elected to

git as members notwithstanding the vast majority of

French electors. Soon utter the House met, it came to

he asked, in what language the business should be con-

ducted. Mucli discussion took place on this point, some
being in favour of the English language, and some of

the Fivnch. In the end, it was agreed that members
might propose resolutions and si)eak in the language

most familiar to them— in tact, that both languages

should be employed. In whichever language a resolu-

aOVERNOR SIMCOE.

tion or a bill might at first be presented, it was to be
translated into the other, while members might conduct
the debates in elstber. This happy arrangement has ever

since been observnl, to the satisfaction of all.

331. The first session of the Upper Canada legisla-

ture was of much shorter duration than that held in the

Lower Province. It continued only four weeks. But
the same number of bills were passed. One of these

provided for the introduction of the civil laws of Eng-
land. Another established trial by jury in civil as well

as criminal causes. An earnest, practical, and harmo-
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nious spirit prevailed throughout the session, which was
closed bv Goveraor Simcoe with a patriotic speech on
October loth, 1792.*

33^. The particulars stated in the preceding four

articles will afford the young reader an insight into the

way in which the earlier Canadian parliaments con-

ducted their work. It is not necessary, even if it were
possible, in this book, to relate the full details of suc-

ceeding sessions.

Lord Dorchester himself summoned the second meet-
ing of the Lower Canada parliament in November ITUo.

He had returned from England in September of tliat

year, and his welcome to Quebec was celebrated by a

general illumination in the city. All classes seemed to

be contented and loyaLf The great French revolution,

causing in France such awful scenes of distress and
bloodshed as the world had never seen before, w^as in

progi'ess. It made the Canadians feel that their trans-

fer to the crown of England had saved them from
innumerable evils, which would have been their lot had
Canada been again restored to France.
Lord Dorchester's popularity and personal influence

were made useful in preventing the people of the Pro-

vinces from being misled by seditious persons, who came
from France on purpose to tamper with them. He
finally left the country in 1796, after dissolving the first

parliament, which had now completed the appointed

* The Upper Canada legislature was called together earlier thau
that of Lower Canada, but it was at a season of the year much more
inconvenient for the members, which may partly account for the ses-

sion being so much shorter.

+ Edward, Duke of Kent, the father of Queen Victoria, happened
to be in Canada, with the troops, at the time when the second ses-

sion of the Parliament was held. The Assembly presented him with
a cordia] and affectionate address. In a similar way, the Legislative

Council, clergy and citizens of Quebec, Montreal, and Three Rivers,

displayC'l their sentiments towards the Prince, styling him, *' the son

of the best of Sovereigns." The Prince delighted all by his manners,
and especially when hli declared his disapproval of the terms "the
king's old and new subjects," "French and English inhabitants.'
He said all were the king's " Canadian subjects."
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four years of its existence.* The estimation in which
he was held by the people of Canada, as well as the
prevailing feelings of loyalty, were exhibited on the
occasion of this popular Govemor's departure. He was
admired and respected for his foresight, wisdom, and
rectitude. In the farewell addresses presented to him
by the citizens of Quebec and Montreal, the following
expressions occur: " during the period of your lord-

ship's mild and auspicious government, the resources.

TUB OLD PARISH CHUBCH OF MONTKEAL (PLACE D'AJUKES).

prosperity, and happiness of this Province have increased

in a degree almost unequalled. The length of your resi-

dence in the Province, the advantages to our society

derived from the example of private virtues shewn by
yourself and your family, your uniform, prudent, and
paternal attention to the true interests of His Majesty's

subjects entrusted to your care, cause us to regard your
de})arture with the deepest regret.

" We request your lordship to assure

our Sovereign of our loyalty and attachment, and to

* By the Constitution of 1791, members were elected to serve in

the Assembly four years, unless the parliament should be sooner dis-

solved by the Governor. Then the people were to elect the members
of Assembly for the ensuing four years. Lord Dorchester had pre-
iiitled during the last three years of the first parliament.
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offer our gratitude for the various blessings we continue

to enjoy under that most excellent constitution which
we have received from His Majesty and his parliament."

t^83. The comparatively happy condition of things

indicated in the foregoing statements continued, with

only slight interruptions, for about ten ^ears after the

departure of Lord Dorchester. But by laq end of that

time, causes of discord within, and signs of danger with-

out, began to shew themselves plainly. These will be

stated more fully in the ensuing chapter.

334. On thedeparture of Lord Dorchester, on July

9th, 1796, General Prescott became Lieutenant Gover-

nor. He conducted the aifairs of the Province until

July, 1799, when he was recalled, and his place supphed
by another Lieutenant Governor—Sir Robert Miines.*

Under these Governors, harmony and progress were
maintained in Lower Canada without any serious inter-

ruption. There is a good authority for sajing that what
have since been styled "National origm" prejudices

were then scarcely felt or known—never publicly par-

aded. It is also recorded that " the habitual loyalty,

politeness and chivalrous feeling of the French harmo-
nized with the upright character and intelligence, which,

in all countries, distinguished the British merchant.
The earth yielded, in abundance, food for men and
beasts, and with but little labour, and there were no
taxes except for litigation and luxuries."

The revenue of the Province, derived chiefly from
duties and licences, used to be from £20,000 to upwards
of £30,000. The expenses exceeded those amounts, the

payment of the difference being made up from the mili-

tary chest, so that the inhabitants contributed nothing

in the form of direct taxes.

335. A most striking proof of the loyalty of the

* General Prescott's connection with Lower Canada seems not to

have ceased until 1805. He was named Govei'nor General in 1797, but
was absent from 1799. Then Sir Robert Miines, who was never ap-

pointed Governor General, acted as Lieutenant Governor in the Pro-

vince during the ensuing six years, until 1805.
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people of the Province was afforded iii 1806, which de-

serves to be mentioned. The horrors of the French
revolution had passed by, but Great Britain and France
were still engaged in a desperate war. By land, on the
continent of Europe, the French, under Napoleon I,

were everywhere victorious against the countries in

aUiance with Great Britain. But England, by sea, was
more than a match for France, and, on October 21st,.

1805, won the battle of Trafalgar, by which the French
naval power was destroyed. The news of this victory

reached Canada early in January 1806. The Canadians
of French origin immediately shewed that they felt less

sympathy for their own race in Europe and less pride

in its military prowess, than gratification at the naval

success of the empire of which they formed a part.

They indulged in patriotic songs, and testified their in-

terest by illuminations, and other modes of rejoicing.

336. In the meantime, the Province of Upper Can-
iula was making rapid progress.

Governor Simcoe was recalled in 1796, and, although
no regular successor was appointed until 1799, the af-

I'iiirs of the Province were conducted prosperously by
Mr. Russell, the senior member of the Legislative Coun-
cil.* The seat of government was changed from Niagara
to Toronto, then called York. There the legislature

assembled from year to year, and continued to pass mea-
sures, such as the state of the Province demanded.
Upper Canada had at first been divided into four dis-

tricts, and these subdivided into twelve counties each.

A considerable trade sprang up with the neighbouring
States, by way of Lake Ontario. Articles of commerce
could be more readily brought in by that route than by
the St. Lawrence, on account of the rapids, and other
impediments which then obstructed the passage of

loaded vessels up and down the river. Revenue was
raised by imposing duties on such articles, whether from

* When the office of Governor, or Lieutenant Governor, in either
Province, became vacant, the President of the Executive Council, or
its senii)r member, performed the duties until a successor arrived.

i
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the United States or from England. Emigrants from
the British Isles, and, more numerously, from the States,

continued to arrive every season. 6y the year 1805,
Avhen Governor Hunter was recalled, the population had
increased to upwards of 80,000.

337. In Upper, as well as in Lower Canada, the first

fifteen or sixteen years' experience of the new constitu-

tion had been very encouraging. All concerned in work-
ing it out, during that period, kept as clear as possible

fi*om causes of discord. The consequence was that

harmony and good progress marked the early career of

each Province, and might have afforded the prospect of

a happy future.

But, alas ! sources of mischief, as has already been
hinted in respect to Lower Canada, began to appear in

Upper Canada also.

H

k:

CHAPTER SECOND.

The Executive Council.—Dissensions in Upper Canada.—
The Disputes arising out of the ** Gaols' Act."—Patri-

otic Spirit in Lower Canada.—Sir James Craig's Admin-
istration.—Sir George Prevost. (A. D. 1805-1812.)

338. We have now to contemplate a less pleasant

aspect of public affau's in Canada. From about 1805,

dissensions in the legislatures, and dissatisfaction among
the people, began to present themselves, and grew to be

more and more serious every year. Then, in 1812, the

c'ountry was invaded by the forces of the United States,

and again afflicted with the horrors of war.

The leading events and incidents of the ten years, from

1805 to 1815, will occupy our attention in this and in

the following chapter.

339. In Upper Canada, as was also the case in the

Lower Province, there was a body styled the Executive

K H
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Council, consisting of persons whom the Governor or

Lieutenant Governor had to assist him in carrying on
the government. Such a Council was establishea imme-
diately after the transfer of Canada to England. There
^vere no laws to regulate its duties or proceedings, and
it was not dependent upon or responsible to the Legis-

lature created by the Act of 1791.* But such a body
liad very great influence, for good or evil, according to

the way in which it might induce the Governor to ex-

ercise his powers and discharge his duties.

In Canada, at the times of which we now speak, the

members of the Executive Council were mostly persons

belonging to, or connected with, the Legislative Coun-
cil. Some were judges, and men receiving salaries as

public officers. This came to be thought a bad state of

things. In Upper Canada there arose two parties in the

Legislature, and among the people, one of which desired

that the Executive Council should have in it no persons

holding other public employments, or likely to be ^ided
by any other motive than a concern for the public wel-

fare. The other party strove to support the Council in

all its proceedings and privileges. The Council itself

favoured its own supporters. It conferred upon them
offices and advantages, without regard to their fitness,

but excluded their opponents, f

In Lower Canada, the same, or even a worse, state of

^ The members of the Executive Councils of the present day are
all persons responsible to the Legislature. If a majority of members
of either House vote against them in disapproval of their course,
they are obliged to resign. This is substantially what is called respon-
sible government.

t Among the abures growing out of this the following have been
cited: granting patents or titles to lands in favour of their own
friends and refusing the same to others ; appointing needy and un-
principled persons to the charge of money, provisions, utensils, &c.,
jtjrunted by the British government for the benefit of the Indian
tribes and poor loyalists ; protecting persons from punishment when
convicted of unlawful conduct in connection with the administration
of law ; appointing as masters of public schools persons entirely dis-

qualified by reason of their previous habits and ignorance ; appoint-
ing shopkeepers and dealers to be magistrates and allowing them to
use their power unjustly in extorting payment from their debtors

;

and other like abuses.

ti
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things existed. Legislative Councillors and paid public

officers formed the great majority of members of the

Executive Council. Besides, persons born in the pro-

vince were very seldom admitted to be Executive Coun-
cillors.

340. It was also one of the grievances, in Lower
Oanada, that protestants alone were appointed Execu-
tive Councillors, and that, while the chief protestant

ecclesiastic was admitted, the Roman catliolic churcli

was not allowed to be represente'3 Great offence was
caused by this to the majority of the inhabitants, which
was made to be felt the more keenly by the determina-
tion of the Council not to acknowledge tlie title or even
the existence of a Roman catholic bishop in the pro-

yince.

341. Connected with religion, there was another
serious grievance of which the majority and their clergy

complained. In the year 1800, through the influence

of the Executive Council, the chief care of education in

the province was assigned to a body called the Royal
Institution, wholl} composed of protestants.

342. In Upper Canada, after the recall of Governor
Hunter in 1805, Mr. Gore was appointed Lieutenant
Goveraor. Under him, notwithstanding the mutual
opposition of the two parties as already mentioned, that

province continued to advance rapidly in population

and resources. Education was cared for by pro viding-

payment of salaries for masters of gmmmar schools in

each of the eight districts which had now been formed.

Money was also appropriated for the construction of

roads and bridges. Mr. Gore returned to England in

1811, leaving General Brock to fill his place during his

absence.

343. When Sir Robert Milnes relinquished, in 1805,

the government of Lower Canada, the President of the

Executive Council, Mr. Dunn, conducted the public

business, until the year 1807.

At this time some excitement existed on account of an

Act which had been passed providing that gaols should

i
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be erected, and their cost paid out of duties to be levied

on goods imported from England. The merchants ob-

jected to this, as being injurious to commerce, and un-
just to themselves. Tney and their friends insisted that

the amount required should be raised by a tax on agri-

culture, or land. In consequence, a warm dispute arose,

and petitions on the subject were sent to the king, wlio

confirmed the act of the Provincial Legislature. Com-
merce had so far increased that about two hundred ships

in a season came to Quebec from beyond sea, besides

coasters and small craft from the gulf. It was thought,
therefore, that trade would suffer less than agriculture

through the levying of the proposed tax. But it was an
unhappy result of the dispute that former feelings of

animosity were revived between the inhabitants of

English and those of French origin ; for the English
were most interested in commerce, while the French fa-

voured agriculture.

344. ^rhe feelings referred to in the last article were
inflamed by newspaper writers. Ever since 1764, a pa-

per, called "The Gazette," had been published in Quebec.
In 1778, the "Gazette of Montreal" had been started.

The *' Quebec Mercury " made its first appearance in

1805, and, in November of the following year, the " Ca-
nadien," in the French language.* The last named
publication was professedly brought out in defence of

the character of Canadians, and to instruct those of

French origin in regard to their rights as British sub-

jects.

The "Montreal Gazette" and the "Quebec Mercury"
on one side, and the " Canadien " on the other, pub-
lished highly exciting and offensive articles. Ill feeling

was thus roused and fostered, producing effects all the

more injurious to the community because those news-
papers were very ably conducted. During many suc-

* There were in all five newspapers in Lower Canada in the early

part of the present century—namely : The Gazette, Mercury. Cana-
dien of Quebec, the Courant and Gazette of Montreal. The Gazette
of Montreal was in both languages.

f
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ceeding years the writers in the English papers indulged
in expressions disparaging to the character and habits

of the majority. In return, the supporters of the " Ca-

nadien " treated of everything of British ori^n insult-

ingly, calling their opponents " strangers and intruders."

From this period was confirmed " the reign of agitation

and discord which afterwards unhappily distracted the

Province."

845. Prom this time also, whenever there was an

election of members to sit in the House of Assembly, the

voters were carefully instructed to exclude, as far as

possible, persons of British origin. In consequence,

this House came to consist almost exclusively of Frencli

members. But as the Executive and Legislative Coun-
cils were made up chiefly of English members, the result

was that the Assembly, and those other bodies, opposed

each other. Unseemly debates, and intended hindrances

to legislation on important objects, ensued.

Such were some of the earliest fruits of the revival

of prejudice and animosity on account of differences of

race.

346. Although some very bad feeling had now sprung^

up in the hearts of the people—especially in Lower Ca-

nada—there is no reason for supposing that these were

attended with any diminution of loyalty or any indiffer-

ence about the safety of the country. On the contrary,

in 1807, when the Americans talked openly of coming
to take the Provinces,the inhabitants of all classes eagerly

testified their readiness to repel any invasion. The
Americans imagined that they would be welcomed by

all of French origin, owin^ to the well-known dissen-

sions. Mr. Dunn, however, issued an order for a portion

of the militia to hold themselves in readiness to take

the field. The people responded with alacrity, offering

themselves to be drafted for service, and volunteering

in great n umbers.* When the balloting took place, those

* Bishop Plessis prepared a pastoral letter in which he enjoined his

people to testify their patriotism and ready obedience to the presi-

dent's summons. It was read in the churches.
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\vlio were drawn as militiamen were envied by those who
were not. Even money was, in many instances, offered

by those who had not been drawn, with the hope of in-

ducing the others to change places. The display of

patriotic feeling, not only at Quebec, Montreal and
Three Rivers, but also in the country parts, was most
gratifying to President Dunn, and called forth his pub-

lic acknowledgments. He stated, in his general order,

that "he felt justified in asserting that a more ardent

devotion to His Majesty's government had never been
witnessed in any part of the British dominions he
should consider it the highest happiness of his life to

have had such an opportunity of doing justice to the

zeal, loyalty and public spirit, of His Majesty's subjects

ill this Province.

Colonel Brock was the senior military officer at Que-
l)i'C, and superintended improvements in the garrison

and fortifications of the city.*

tM7. Unhappily, this excellent spirit of patriotism,

displayed by the people at large, was not followed up
by a corresponding spirit of concord among the mem-
irers of the Legislature.

General Sir James Craig, appointed Governor-ia-chief
in 1807, called together the last meeting of the fourth
Provincial Parliament, early in 1808. The Assembly
determined to exclude judges, and also Jews, from hav-
ing seats and votes in their House. They passed a reso-

lution, accordingly, to prevent the attendance of Ezekiel
Hart, the chosen member for Three Rivers, because he
was of the Jewish persuasion; and, with respect to

judges, adopted a Bill for their exclusion. This Bill

the Legislative Council rejected. These signs of discord
were shewn, between the Assembly and the electors of
Three Rivers, and between the Assembly and the Legis-
lative Council.

In the following session—the first of the fifth Parlia-

ment—the House of Assembly manifested a disposition

* A line of Martello towers was commeDced outside the city on the
Plains of Abraham. - k
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still less favourable to harmony. First, it elected as its

Speaker one who was not acceptable to the Govemor
and Executive Council*

Next, whole weeks were employed by the Assembly
in discussions about excluding judges and Jews, until,

at length, Bills were passed relatmg to their cases. But
the Governor was displeased at all this, and used liis

power of dissolving the House. When he did so, hv
freely expressed his disapprobation of their proceedings,
telling them, "you have wasted in fruitless debates, ex-

cited by private and personal animositv or by frivolous

contests, that time and those talents to which, within
your walls, the public have an exclusive title." This

was in 1809. A new election of members then took

place, when nearly all the same persons were re-elected,

which shewed that the majority of the people sided with

the Assembly a^gainst the Governor and his Council.

Again, the House and the Legislative Council disa-

greed about the case of the judges, and the former was
proceeding to expel a judge, named Debonne, wlien the

Governor again used his power to dissolve the Parlia-

ment, on February 26th, 1810.

This second dissolution of the Legislature was followed

by displays of party feeling throughout the community.
The two parties wnich had begun to be openly opposed

to each other in the time of the "gaol question " in 1805

and 1806, now, in 1810, kept no terms with each other,

and the people of the Province were now as much divi-

ded as if they had occupied two hostile camps. On the

one side, with the Governor, the Executive and Legis-

lative Council, were nearly all the English speaking

inhabitants, the protestants, and the merchants. Ou
the other, were the great majority of the people, the

descendants of the ancient occupants of the country.

f

* Mr. Panet had been already four times chosen Speaker and was

now elected the fifth time. But it happened that he and several

others had been dismissed from the militia service, on account of

alleged connection with the Canadven^ regarded by the Govemor as a

sedulous publication.

t Shortly after the dissolution of parliament the office of the Cana-

dien was forcibly taken possession of by the Governor's orders. The
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Such was the state of feeling in the Province in the

years 1810 and 1811, when the Governor, whose health

was now broken, returned to England. He was suc-

ceeded by Sir Geoi-ge Pi*evost.

348« Sir George Prevost endeavoured, ns far as pos-

sible, to allay the discord which he found reigning in

the Province. By restoring to their commands those

who had been dismissed from the militia, and by ap-

pointing to offices of trust those who had been opposed
to the Government of his predecessor, he partially suc-

ceeded.

But soon, war being declared between England and
the United States, the defence of the province absorbed
the attention of all.

CHAPTER THIRD.

The American War of 1812.

—

Preparations.—Invasion and
Proclamation by General Hull.—General Brock.—
Detroit.— Queenston Heights.—Campaign of 1813.

—

General Proctor.—General Vincent.— Sir Gordon
Drummond.—De Salaberry.—Colonel Morrison.—Cam-
paign of 1814.

—

Lacolle.—Battle of Chippewa and
Lundy's Lane.—Plattsburg.—Peace of Ghent.—Beha-
viour of Inhabitants during the War. (\. D. 1812-

1815.)

349. The war of 1812 between England and the
United States was of vital consequence to Canada, and
the reasons which made it so deserve particular notice
in this part of our history.

printer was imprisoned, and all papers in the office seized and exa-
mined. Afterwards three inumbers of the late Assembly and also
three other French Canadian gentlemen, were arrested and thrown
into prison on charges of treason. They were kept a long time con-
fined without any trial.

These proceedings, ani ti» ueral Craig's resolute mode of <1 iling
with the parliaments, cau-^Ld this period to be nicknamed ilu leign
of terror."
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In the first place, the Americans had been declaring,

for several years, that they would take the Provinces.

They hud even boasted of the ease with which the in-

tended concjuest could be made by them, whenever they

pleased.

Secondly, the Americans believed, or pretended to do
80, that the majority of the people, owing to dissensions,

and a desire to be free from the mother country, would
not take part against them in this contest with Great

Britain. It was therefore clear that the future lot of

Canada was at stake, and it remained to be seen whether
the people of the Provinces would, or could, do anything
effectual, to hinder the Americans from taking posses-

sion by force.

Lastly, this part of Canadian history is important,

and interesting, from the lessons it teaches, for the bene-

fit of succeeding genemtions, both of Americans and

Canadians. AVar was first declared by the Americans
themselves on June 18th, 1812, and very soon after-

wards active hostilities against Canada commenced.*
350. Preparations had been made beforehand in the

United States and in Canada. In the latter, the militia

had been organized in four battalions. A regiment of

Canadian Voltigeurs had been raised, and placed under
Major deSalaberry. Three thousand Bntish troops,

regulars, were held in readiness, in garrison, at Quebec
and Montreal, while fifteen hundred more were stationed

in U})per Canada, at Kingston, York, Niagara and

Amherstburg. The Americans, on their side, had con-

*Tho following are some of the alleged causes of the war: the

desire of the Americans to gain possession of Canada; disputes bout

the detoution of American ships trading with France, the enemy of

England ; stoppage of American ships at sea by the English for the

purpose of searching for deserters; the endeavours of the govern-

ment of France to incite a quarrel between England and the u nited

States ; the ideas of the leading members of the American govern-

ment that the power of Napoleon I. was established permanently, and

that England was going down, and also that the dissensions in Can-

ada \vould prevent the people of the provinces fr^-m defending them-

selv'js. The motto of the Americans was "Sailors' rights and the

freedom of the seas."
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centrated twenty-five Imndred men not far from Am-
lierstburg. Six thousand troops were collected near
Niagara, and seven thousand more to operate against

Montreal.

The Legislatures both of Lower and Upper Canada
were convened. Patriotic resolutions were passed in

both, and money provided for the expenses of the wai*.

In Upper Canada, General Brock was Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and Commander-in-chief. The government of

Great Britain did not learn the declaration of war until

some time after the beginning of hostilities in America,
and the war against trance was being actively prose-

cuted in Spain, and by sea. Consequently, the additions

made to the British force in Canada were very slender

during the year 1812. The first shock of war, had, in

fact, to be borne by the inhabitants, with the aid of only
forty-five hundred regulars.

351. In order to comprehend the course of events in

1812, we must take notice, separately, of those which
occurred at the several points of attack—namely, at

Michillimakinac, Amherstburg and Detroit, the Niagara
frontier, and the region of Lake Champlain.
The first blow struck was by the British at Michilli-

makinac. A company of regulars, with one hundred
and sixty Canadian Volti^eurs, and eight hundred In-

dians, moved from the British post on the Island of St.

Joseph, and, on July 16th, landed at Michillimakinac,

where there was an American garrison of abont seven ly
men. This post was at once surrendered, ^i e Ameri-
can trade between Lakes Michigan and Huron was thus

interrupted, and a feeling of confidence iiis^nred amoiii;

the Indian and Canadian traders of tliose distant re-

gions.*

* Michillimakinac in the Indian tongue means the '•
« i eat Turtlr."

The island is nine or ten miles in circuit. The Freiict rnissionaries

had a station on the neighbourina: mainland one hund'.i J and forty

years before, and in the times of Governor Frontenac and his suc-

cessors thought the post a very important one for the carrying on of

the fur trade. It was one of the places whose garrisons were mas-
sacred by the savages in the time of Pf^'ithiac's conspiracy, iu 1704.
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About the same time, the American forces crossed

from Detroit into Upper Canada, and commenced ope-

rations against Sandwich and Amherstburg. Finding
their communication with Detroit threatened by a de-

tachment of the British, which crossed into American
territory from Amherstburg, the Americans retired to

their first position. They were commanded by General
Hull, and numbered twenty-five hundred men. Some
skirmishing occurred, followed, on August 9th, by a

fight, in which the Americans gained the advantage, but
lost seventy-five men.

General Brock, having closed the public business at

York, arrived at Amherstburff on August 13th, with all

the regulars and militia he could collect. On the 15th, he
crossed to attack Detroit, at the head of seven hundred
regulars and militia, with artillery, and six hundred
Indians. General Hull, notwithstanding his somewhat
boastful and threatening proclamation, did not defend

Detroit. He surrendered the place by capitulation on
August 16th. The American officers and the regulars

were sent, prisoners of war, to Quebec, while the militia

were allowed to go home, on condition of not serving

again during war.*

In 1813, when a force of British and Indians took it from the Ame-
ricans, as related in the text, the Indian tribes immediately turned
against the latter, and stopped their trade between Lakes Huron and
Michigan. Captain Roberts commanded the British, and Lieutenant
Hancks the Americans. When the place was surrendered the news
was spread among the Indian tribes very quickly, and, soon after-

wards, couriers brought the tidings to the chiefs south and west of

Lake Michigan. Many of these then decided to join the British in

attacking the Americans at Detroit. In this way the capture of Mi-

chillimakinac became a serious disaster to the Americans, who tried

to retake the post, but could not. It was given back to them at the

peace, in 1815.

The name Michillimakinac is now shortened to Mackinac,—pro-

nounced Makinaw.

*The people of Upper Canada owed much to General Brock's
skilful and vigorous management. But for him, the valour of the

few .egulars and of the militia might not have sufficed against the

American forces to save the country from being ravaged and occu-

pied. Hull, in his proclamation, had threatened death to the inhab-

itants if found fighting by the side of Indians. But Brock declared

!ii \\
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General Brock would have followed up his successes

by attacking the American fort Niagara, which stood

on the right bank of the river, opposite to the British

j)ost Fort George. But, before he could do anything in

that quarter, he received word from Sir George Prevost

that an armistice had been concluded.
The American force, intended to move upon Montreal

by way of Lake Champlain, had its head-quarters at

Albany. It was commanded by General Dearborn. Sir

(leorge Prevost having received news from England
which made him believe that the war between the two
countries might be concluded by negotiation, proposed

an araiistice, to which General Dearborn agreed. But
as the President of the United States did not sanction

it, hostilities were resumed on September 8th.

•i5^. Meanwhile, the Americans made great exertions

to collect militia from Ohio and Kentucky, for further

(4M?rations near Detroit, and to provide a superior naval

force on Lakes Erie and Ontario, under Commodore
Chaiincey. They also augmented their strength at the

other points along the extended line of frontier.

The authorities in Canada, uncei*tain in what direc-

tion the next principal movement would be made, also

placed their forces in readiness wherever there seemed
to be the greatest likelihood of an attack. A fifth bat-

talion of Canadian Voltigeurs was embodied. A line of

l)Osts along the frontiers was established, between Ya-
iiuiska and St. Regis.

On the Niagara lrontier,twelve hundred British troops

occupied a line between forts Erie and George, to oppose
about six thousand Americans, assembled at Fort Niaga-
ra, Lewiston, Black Rock and Buffalo. Some companies

that the Indians had interests to fight for—property, families, homes
and country—'as much as the people of Canada, notwithstanding
Hiill's liretendfid desire to confer the blessings of freedom upon all

on the British side of the frontiers.

After the war, Hull was accused, by his own government, of cow-
ardice and treason, because he failed to conquer the British. But if

he had succeeded, it is thought they would have called him a hero.

i
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of regulars and militia were stationed at Qaeenstowii,
opposite to Lewiston.

353. On October 11th, the enemy crossed from Lew-
iston, and effected a landing near Queenstown. They
gained possession of a hill m the neighbourhood, froiii

which General Brock at the head of tiie 49th regiment
advanced to dislodge them. A desperate conflict ensued.
On this occasion, the valiant Brock—noted for all tin-

qualities which make up the character of an accom-
plished soldier—received his death-wound and expired
on the field. The Americans continued to land in over-

whelming numbers, and the British were compelled to

retire, leaving the enemy in possession of the heights.

General Sheaflfe, upon whom the command devolved,

came up soon afterwards with reinforcements. Two
hundred and fifty Indians accompanied the British, who
were ordered to ascend and renew the battle. The In-

dians, advancing more rapidly than the soldiers, were
at first repulsed.

The British, however, moved forward steadily, and
arriving near the enemy, quickened their pace. Their
cheers, together with the war-whoop of the savages, as-

sisted in spreading consternation in the ranks of the

Americans. These, before the final onset could be made,

broke and fled in all directions. Many were killed in

falling down the precipitious heights, or in attempts U\

swim across the river. The Indians commenced an in-

discriminate slaughter. Nine hundred men, with ;i

multitude of officers, were taken prisoners. The killed,

wounded, and missing, on the American side, were

nearly six hundred.
This was an important victory, but was dearly pui-

chased by the loss of the gallant Brock.* The Britisii

* General Brock was a native of Guernsey. He had served with the

49th regiment at Copenhagen, under Lord Nelson. He was beloved
by the soldiers, and b\ the people of Upper Canada. The Indians

who joined his standai . were extremely attached to him. He wns
only 42 years old when he thus fell in the service of his country.
He was buried at Fort George, in the same grave with his aide-do-

camp. Colonel McDonnell, who had also fallen at the battle of Queens-
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loss wus seventy-one non-commissioned officers and men.
General Brock and Colonel McDonnell being the only
officers killed.*

Thus was the second attempt to invade Upper
Canada signally foiled.

354. After the battle of Qneenston Heights, the

Americans under General Smyth were made to believe

that they were about to be again led across the Niagara
river.f

On the morning of November 28th, an abortive at-

tempt was made to land between forts Erie and Chippe-
wa. Soon afterwards, insubordination shewed itself in

the American camp. Sickness and desertion had thinned
the ranks. Presently, General Smyth took to flight, to

save his life from his indignant followers.

Some skirmishing had also taken place near St. Regis,

in Lower Canada.
355. In the meantime, the American commander-

in-chief, General Dearborn, had collected a corps of

seven thousand men at Plattsburg, on Lake Champlain.
He advanced as far as Champlain, a village near to the
Canadian frontiers, on November 15th. Several Britisli

regiments, and nine hundred Lower Canadian militia,

were at once moved from Montreal to meet the invaders.

The outposts of the hostile armies had a slight collision.

General Dearborn had 10,000 men. But he learned

that the whole population of the district of Montreal
were inspired with enthusiasm, and eager to fall upon

ton Heights. A lofty monument, erected to his memory, now marlcs
the scene of his victory and glorious death.

*John Brandt, a young Mohawk chief, was present with his war-
riors at the battle of Queenston.
General Wadsworth, a militia officer, commanded the Americans.

He was taken prisoner, as also Colonel Scott, afterwards the noted
commander-in-chief of the American army.

t General Smyth issued a bombastic proclamation on November
17, 1812, in which he said • " You, companions in arms, will enter a
country that is to be one of the United States. But it is not against
the citizens we come to make war. It is against the government that
holds them as vassals come on, my heroes ! and when you
attack the enemy's batteries let your rallying word be, ' The cannon
lost at Detroit or death ! '"

t *
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his troops, before they should advance far into the

province. As he saw that he must fail in any attempt
to advance in the face of three well appointed British

regiments, with nine hundred militia, supported by the

good will and hearty assistance of all the inhabitants,

Dearborn prudently withdrew into winter quarters at

Plattsburg and Burlington.

356. The campaign of 1812 being brought to a close,

with results which reflected gloriously on Canada, and,

in several respects, disgracefully on the Americans, the

Provincial Legislatures met at York and Quebec, respec-

tively. Further provision was made for the support of

the war. The Assemblies were thanked in the name
of the Prince Regent of England. Sir George Prevost

told the House of Assembly of Lower Canada that "with

satisfaction he had been a witness of that public spirit,

and that love of their country, their religion and laws,

which could not fail, under Divine Providence, to make
them safe at home and respected abroad."

357« The campaign of 1813 commenced very early

in the year. Indeed, it may be said that it began in the

middle of the winter of 1812-13.

The plan of the Americans was substantially as fol-

lows : to recover Detroit and assail Upper Canada again

at its western extremity, by way of Amherstburg; to

resume operations on the Niagara frontier, where were

the British posts Fort Erie, Chippewa, and Fort George;

to capture Kingston and York (Toronto) on Lake On-
tario; and, lastly, to move against Montreal from Luke
Champlain.
As it would be impossible, in this book, to relate in

detail all the incidents connected with the long cam-

paign of 1813, we must confine our attention to the

principal events. '

358. In January, 1813, the Americans commenced
operations by moving from Sandusky, where they had

collected a considerable force. Colonel Proctor, the

British commander at Detroit, found an opportunity of

falling upon a corps of eleven hundred men, belonging

r
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to that force, at a place called French Town, on the
:32nd of January.
He gained a complete victory, although he lost nearly

two hundred men ; about two hundred and fifty of the
enemy were killed and upwards of five hundred taken
])rivSoners, together with the American commander and
many officers. Proctor's force consisted of five hundred
regulai*s and militia and six hundred Indians. He
was afterwards reinforced. The Indians were under
Tecumseh.

POBTRAIT OF TECUH8EH.

HI

to relate in

e long cam-

ition to the

Colonel Proctor gained great distinction by the cou-
rag?, skill, and activity with which he conducted ope-

rations, during the whole season, against vastly superior

forces.

Sometimes he was repulsed with loss, at other times

he succeeded in inflicting severe defeats. On April 23rd,

be gained a signal victory nonr Fort Meigs on the river

Miami. On this occasion, by a skilful movement, he
defeated a considerable body of the enemy, of whom two
hundred were killed and wounded, and five hundred

!'i Wi
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taken prisoners. In the end, towards October, he evac-

uated Detroit and Amlierstburg. Being followed by

the Americans, he, with difficulty, effected his retreat,

having, at last, only two hundred men remaining.

One principal cause which led to Proctor's retreat Avas

the superiority gained by the Americans, under Com-
modore Perry, on Lake Erie. Several encounters had
occuiTcd between the armed flotillas of the English and
Americans. On September 10th, a desperate battle took

place which ended in the complete defeat of the English,

whose entire fleet was taken. After that, it became
necessary for the British to withdraw from Detroit,

Amherstburg, and all the minor positions west of Lake
Erie.*

359. During the winter of 1812-13, the Americans
had made forays into the territory north of Lake Onta-

rio. These were conducted after the ancient fashion of

the New England colonists and Canadians, in what used

to be called Dy the latter "la petite guerre."

These expeditions .were the means of inflicting cruel

injuries upon the inhabitants of Upper Canada. At
Brockville, houses were burnt and many peaceable per-

sons seized and carried off as prisoners mto the United
States. In retaliation, the British attacked Ogden<-
burg, one of the principal American stations, where the

raids were planned. This place, and a fort in the neio h-

bourhood, were captured after a severe struggle. Wo
must now notice the course of events on the Niagara
frontier.

860. In April, 1813, American troops, to the number
of two thousand men, sailed from Sackett's Harbour to

* When Proctor retreated he passed up the River Thames. The
baggage and provisions of his army were carried in batteaux, which
were soon overtaken and captured by the Americans under General
Harrison. Proctor, with Tecumseh and his Indians, continued re-

treating until on October 5th, it was resolved to make a stand near

Moravian Town. Proctor's reduced force was completely defeated,
and he himself barely escaped with two hundred men. Tecumseh
was slain, after maintaining a desperate light at the head of his wai-

riors.
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attack York, whicli was garrisoned by six hundred Brit-

isjli regulars and militia. The Britisfi retreated towards
Kingston, after losing one hundred and thirty men.
From York the expedition crossed to the mouth of the

Niagara river, and the troops were landed there, in order
to assist in the operations against the British forts on
that frontier. General Vincent, the English commander,
liad under him about twenty-three hundred men, while
the total American force was seven thousand. Some
severe fighting occurred in which the British suffered

oreat loss. General Vincent, unable to cope with an
enemy so much superior in number, retired, evacuating
l\)rts George and Erie. Pursued by the enemy, and
almost entirely surrounded, the position of the English
became critical. Colonel Sir Jolin Harvey proposed an
attempt to deliver themselves from their perilous situa-

tion by making a night attack with the bayonet upon
their pursuers. General Vincent assented, and the at-

tack was completely successful. In consequence, the
Americans, in their turn, retreated from Stony Creek,

where the battle occurred, to Fort George. The affair

of Stony Creek took place on the night of the 5th of

Juno.

No further movement of any consequence occuiTcd on
the Niagara frontier until the following October. Then,
the American troops, after leaving garrisons in Fort
(leorge and Fort Niagara, sailed for Sackett's Harbour,
ill order to take part in an intended advance on Mon-
treal. But in December, Sir Gordon Drummond, who
had come to assume the command in Upper Canada,
resolved to attempt the capture of Fort Niagara, into
which the garrison of Fort George had retired. He
caused the place to be attacked in the night of Decem-
ber 18th, when it was taken with trifling loss. Sir Gor-
don then despatched one thousand men, of whom one
half were Indians, across the Niagara to Lewiston. This
l)lace was burnt in retaliation for cruel and disgraceful

conduct on the part of the Americans towards the in-

habitants of Newark, when they were about to evacuate

'M^
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Fort George. He also sent troops and Indians to burn
the towns of Black Rock and Buffalo.*

861. We have next to notice what was intended to

be the grand and decisive opemtion of the season. This
was the combined movement of the Americans directed

against Montreal.
With the aid of the forces which had been engaged in

the attack upon York, and against the British stations

on the Niagara, and which were to descend the river St.

Lawrence to Lake St. Louis, a strong corps from Lake
Champlain was to advance upon that city. The troops

for the purpose were collected at Burlington and Platts-

burg, from which latter place seven thousand infantry

and two hundred and fifty cavalry, with ten pieces of

"Cannon, proceeded northwards and crossed the boundary
into Canada. Detachments from the main body plun-

dered the Canadian settlements on Missisquoi Bay.
Again, the inhabitants of the Montreal district eagerly

offered themselves for service against the invaders. The
Oovernor called out and armed all the militia. Colonel

deSalaberry, with four hundred Canadian Voltigeurs,

skirmished with the enemy, and then fell back into an
excellent position on the river Chateauguay. Here on
October 24th, 1813, one of the most important battles

of the war was fought, between a division of the Ameri-

can force, thirty-five hundred strong, and a mei*e hand-

ful of Canadians, under deSalaberry. This gallant officer

employed strategy to conceal his weakness, and supplied,

by means of skill, courage, and an advantageous posi-

tion, the deficiency in numbers. Very few British sol-

diers were present, so that the battle which ensued was

fought almost entirely by French Canadian militia and

the Voltigeurs. The Americans, under General Hamp-
ton and Colonel Purdy, tried in vain to force the position,

by means of attacks in front and rear. Finding all

efforts ineffectual, and not aware of the enormous info-

* The Americans complained bitterly of the destruction of th( s(i

places by the British, ana, especially, oi the barbarities committed by

the Indians. ?
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ians to burn

intended to

>rmons infe-

riority, in point of numbers, of the Canadian force, the

American general withdrew from the combat, leaving

the Canadians masters of the field.

The fortunate result of the battle of Chateauguay was
the retreat of the whole American host, which shortly

afterwards began to retrace its steps towards Plattsburg.

The Canadian marksmen, militia, and volunteers, col-

lected in large numbers, hung upon the flanks and rear

of the discomfited invaders and inflicted upon them
considerable loss.

Meanwhile a similar fate befel the American forces

descending the St. Lawrence to join in Hampton's in-

tended advance on Montreal. They reached the outlet

of Lake Ontario about the end of October. Having
arrived, on November 9th, at the head of the Long
Sault, the troops were landed on the Canadian shore.

One division marched onwards to Cornwall. The re-

mainder were to follow as soon as the first should be
known to have arrived at that place, after sending down
the flotilla which had conveyed them from Sackett's

Harbour.
It had become known in the garrison at Kingston

that this armament had passed down. Colonel Morrison,
with eight hundred picked men, and a few gunboats,
cautiously followed in the tracks of the Americans. Ar-
riving at Point Iroquois, Morrison's soldiers landed and
marched along the Canadian bank of the river, until

they approached so near to the division of Americans,
which had been left at the head of the Long Sault, that

skirmishing occurred between the outposts. General
Wilkinson commanded the Americans. Becoming aware
of the presence of the British he determined to fall upon
them with his whole division. Every available man of

the flotilla was landed, to take part in the encounter.
On November 11th, Morrison found himself, with his

eight hundred men, exposed to the assault of a force of

at least thirty-five hundred men, consisting of two bri-

gades of infantry with six field pieces, a regiment of

cavalry, and the spare men of the flotilla.

;i
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It was at a place called Chrysler's Farm. In spite of
the disparity of nunihers the Americans were completely
beaten. One of their guns and one hundred men were
taken, while their killed and wounded amounted to

three hundred and forty. The Americans did not renew
the conflict, but re-embarked in their boats on the night
after the action. Next day, the two divisions being re-

united, they descended as far as Salmon River and
landed there on the right bank, or American side of the

St. Lawrence. Afterwards they burnt their flotilla, and
retreated to Plattsburg and Burlington, their rear-guard

bein^ followed and harassed by about twelve hundred
British troops, sent across from Cornwall.

Thus ingloriously terminated the combined movement
against Montreal in 1813.

86^. If the experience gained in the campaign of

1812 had failed to teach the Americans, that of 1813

made it perfectly clear to them that the conquest of the

Canadas was an undertaking beyond their ability.

Great Britain had, as yet, not put forth her full strength

in the defence of her Provinces. A comparatively small

number of regulars, with the militia and Voltigeurs,

had alone sufficed to repel invasion.

Besides, several of the States disapproved of the war
upon the Provinces, as being unjust and disgraceful.

Maryland, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island

refused to send militia or to join in attacking those

whom one of the American orators styled " the harmless

colonists of Canada." * The commerce of the United

* The conduct of the Americans In many places daring their brief

occupation of parts of Upper Canada was loudly denounced, even by
some influential persons in the States. It caused ill feeling so intense

among the Provincials themselves that long after the war ended
angry sentiments continued to subsist.

In a proclamation dated January l^th, 1814, Governor Sir Goorgfe

Prevost thus notices the American outrages, " When the first invasion

of Upper Canada took place in July, 1813, the American forces under
General Hull began to manifest a disposition different from that of a

magnanimous enemy, and this they have since invariably displayed

in dooming the property of his Majesty's loyal subjects to plunder
and fire." Then allusion is made to the forbearance of the British
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ed movement

States was also suffering tlirougli the blockade of their

coasts by the British fleets. Nevertheless the majority
ill Congress determined to proceed, and adopted mea-
sures for prosecuthig the war with vigour in 1814.

36«{. The Legislature of Lower Canada was called

together on January 13th, 1814. The Governor, after

congratulating the Assembly on the events of the cam-
l>aign, and especially on the victories of Chateauguay and
Chrysler's Farm, informed them, in a confidential ines-

.siige, of the need of larger provision to cover future war
expenses. The House passed votes of thanks to Colonel
cleSalaberry and Colonel Morrison, and to their officers

respectivehr. Provision to a very large amount was
made for mture expenses.

During the session the want of concord between the

Assembly and the Legislative Councils was shewn in

the rejection, by the latter, of several bills passed by the

former. In fact a want of unanimity between the two
branches of the legislature was shewn in various ways.

It would perhaps nave produced an open rupture but
for the perilous nature of the times, owing to the war.

364. In recommencing hostilities in 1814, the Ame-

when they had Detroit and the Michigan territory iu their hands

;

and in like mariner, at Ogdensburff and Plattsburg. Of the evac-
uation of Fort George it is stated in the same proclamation, "For
some time previous they burned and destroyed the farm houses
of the peaceable inhabitants. But the full measure of this species of
barbarity was reserved to be completed at a season when its horrors
might be more keenly felt by its wretched victims. It will hardly be
cietlited by those who shall hereafter read it in the page of history,
tliat in the 19th century, and in the inclemency of a Canadian winter,
t'.ie troops of a nation calling itself civilized and Christian, had wan-
tonly and without the shadow of a pretext, forced four hundred
helpless women and children to be spectators of the destruction by
fire of all that belonged to theii|. Yet such was the fate of the in-

liahitants of Newark, on December 10th, a day which the inhabitants
fif Upper Canada can never forget, and the recollection of which will
nerve their arms when again opposed to their vindictive foe. The
American troops, being about to evacuate Fort George, by an act of
inhumanity disgraceful to themselves and their nation, set fire to
fine hundred and fifty houses, composing the beautiful village, leav-
ing without shelter those innocent, unfortunate, distressed inhab-
itants, whom the commanding officer had previously engaged to
protect.*' ^ n
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rican government no longer looked forward to the eai Iv-

or easy conquest of Canada. Their plans for the cam-
paign were as follows: to retake Michillimakinac and to

renew the invasion of Upper Canada by the Niagai-i

frontier; to capture and destroy Kingston; and, to di-

rect, as before, an army against the Montreal frontier

from Lake Champlain. The second of these undertak-

ings, that against Kinj^ston, was to be made dependent
on the success of the first. But it was nevor even com-
menced, as the first failed. The operations against tlio

Montreal frontier were more for the purpose of atii\ictini,'

attention from Niagara and Kingston than with any k. I

design of marching into Lower Canada by that route.

365. Great Britain was now in a position to send

effective reinforcements of troops, for the course of Eu-

ropean warfare had enabled her to withdraw a laiuc

body of her soldiers. About four thousand of Welling-

ton's veterans were despatched to Quebec, although the

season was somewhat advanced before they all reaclud

their destination.

In course of the campaign of 1814, the military jiii-

thorities followed out their former defensive plans on

the frontiers. They also planned expeditions against

Oswego, on Lake Ontario, and Plattsburg, on Lake

Champlain.
The militia, as heretofore, in both Provinces, respond-

ed to the call of duty with alacrity.

866. The first attempts of the Americans were made
by General Wilkinson m the month of March, lie

crossed the Canadian frontier with five thousand men
and took possession of the village of Phillipsbura.

Thence he moved to the attack of a small British foice

stationed at LacoUe Mill, a few miles distant from

Rouse's Point, and commanded by Major Handcock.
The latter had only about five hundred men, of whom
about three hundred were Canadian militia and Volti-

geurs.

Wilkinson's attack on this post and its termination re-

mind us ofAbercromby's attempt to take Montcalm's jio-
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ices, respoiit

sition at Carillon, in 1758. He persevered, for four hours,

in repeated assaults upon Handcock's position. Uand-
cock had only two guns while the Americans brought
three field pieces to aid them in the assault. The dis-

tant fire of two or three gunboats on the river Richelieu

rendered some slight assistance in checking the Ameri-
cans on one side. The position of the British was by
110 means a strong one, but the two cannon and the

Canadian marksmen did great execution. Whenever
the Americans advanced, as if to storm the lines, tiie

two guns and the musketry drove them back for shelter

into the neighbouring forest. They never once came to

close quarters, and, in this respect, Wilkinson's repulse

was far more disgraceful than that of Abercromby, al-

luded to above.

The Americans at last retired, completely baffled.

Tliis affair, which resulted in the retreat of Wilkinson
to Plattsburg, put an end to the demonstrations against

the Montreal frontier.

367. Some opemtions took place in May, on Lake
Ontario, where the British now had secured a naval su-

periority. Commodore Yeo and General Drummond,
with a fleet, and one thousand troops, crossed to Oswe-
go. After a slight action, the stores, barracks, bridges

and fort were destroyed; a quantity of ammunition,
provisions, and several lake craft, v/ere brought away.
Commodore Yeo then made fi)r Sackett's Harbour, and
sent in a party to take possession of a number of boats

laden with military and naval stores. But, in this case,

the assailants were unsuccessful, the whole of them, to

the number of two hundred, being killed, wounded or

taken prisoners.

368. In the months of July and August, the Ame-
ricans commenced active operations in the West.
At Michillimakinac they completely failed, for nine

hundred men sent from Detroit to effect its capture
were repulsed, and the two armed vessels, which had
accompanied the expedition, were boai'ded and taken by
the garrison.
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On the Niagara frontier some very severe figlitin

occurred, especially on the river Chippewa, which enterii

the river Niagara above the great Falls, and at a place

called Liindy^ Lane, situated between Forts George and
Erie, on the highest ground of Queenston hill.

The Americans having crossed the Niagara from Buf-
falo and Black Rock, took Fort Erie without resistance

from its garrison. The sudden surrender of this place

allowed the enemy to advance without giving time to

tiie British forces to assemble and repel the invasion.

'IMie English commander, with all he could collect, at-

tacked an American corps of two thousand men, at

three o'clock on the afternoon of July 5th. The object

was to prevent the Americans from moving upon Forts

George and Niagara.*

Alter a desperate conflict, the English commander.
General Riall, overpowered by superior numbers, was

forced to retreat. He had lost five hundred officers and
men, killed and wounded.
Being afterwards reinforced. General Riall, on July

25th, engaged in another conflict, at Lundy's Lane, not

far from the falls of Niagara. While the battle was

raging, towards evening. Sir Gordon Drummond arrived,

jusc in time to prevent Riall from being overpowered

again.

The British now numbered eighteen hundred bayo-

nets, assisted by five guns. The battle continued four

hours, with great loss on both sides, the Americans be-

ing still far more numerous than the British. At the

end of that time; the seasonable arrival of reinforce-

ments raised the numbers of the British to three thou-

sand men, with seven guns. The conflict was prolonged

until midnight. The Upper Canada militia and regulars

vied with each other in proofs of steadiness, discipline,

* Possessing Forts George and Niagara on opposite sides of the

River Niagara, a little above the ruined town or Newark, and also

holding Fort Mississaga, just below Newark, the Britiph had lontrol

of the entrance from Lake Ontario into the river. It was thi?r(>i't>re

important for tlie Americans to retake those places, from whicli they

had been driven in December previous.
^
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and valour, wliich enaMed tlie British host, at length,

to repel the fierce attacks of the onemv. These attacks

were renewed from time to time, the desperate charges

being followed by intervals of silence, in which the

groans of the wounded and dying were heard, strangely

mingled with the dull sound of the neighbourinsf great

V aterfall. General Brown and Brigadier General Scott

commanded the Americans, who were five thousand in

number, supported by artillery. Finding their losses

excessive, and increasmg fast at every charge, and that

their men were wavering, the American general con-

sidered success hopeless. A retreat was ordered, which
soon became precipitate. Next morning, abandoning
their camp, and throwing their baggage and provisions

into tlie rapids, they continued to retreat in disorder

until Fort Erie was reached.

Such was the battle of Lundy's Lane, which has been
pronounced the hardest fought action of the whole war.

The British lost eight liundred and seventy-eight offi-

cers and men, the Americans eight hundred and fifty-

four.* Among the wounded were Generals Brown and
Scott. Sir Gordon Drummond was soon afterwards re-

inforced by two more British regiments. He blockaded
Fort Erie until September 21st, when the British troops

raised the blockade and returned to their former posi-

tion on the Chippew^a.

The Americans remained in Fort Erie until November
.)th, and then retired across the river Niagara. Thus
was Upper Canada once more liberated from the pre-

sence of invaders, for, owing to the failure on the Nia-
gara frontier, the expedition proposed to be undertaken
against Kingston was not entered upon.

J^69» The British offensive movement against Platts-

burg was a disastrous failure. It was commanded by

*In American accounts, thi- battle of Lundy's Lane lias been aornc-
tiraes claimed as a victory. But it was not such to the Americans, as
is proved by their precipitate retreat, and the abandonment of their
heavy bagf^aj^e and stores, not to speak of the giving up of their pro-
posed advance on to Lake Ontario, to take part in the expedition
against Kingston.

I
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Governor Sir George Prevost in person. He had eleven

thousand troops and artillery. When he arrived near
enough to commence operations, on September 7th, he
deemed it expedient to wait until the British vessels

from Isle-aux-Noix should come up and attack tlie Am-
erican squadron, then anchored off Plattsburg. After
four days' delay the British fleet appeared and imme-
diately attacked the American ships. It happened that

the American squadron was more powerfully manned
and armed than the English. This circumstance, to-

gether with mismanagement, and the failure of the land

forces to render aid at the right time, enabled the Am-
ericans to effect the capture of the principal British

vessels. Nine gunboats, commanded by a Lieutenant

Kayot, fled.

Seeing the fleet completely defeated, Sir George Pre-

vost deemed it inexpedient to capture the works on shore.

They were not in a position to repel the assault of the

large and well appointed force of the British. But the

commander-in-chief thought that after the loss of the

squadron, their capture would not be attended with any
permanent advantage. Sir George Prevost therefore

ordered a retreat. The army, composed chiefly o^* troops

noted for their bravery and disciphne, as well as for

long service under the Duke of Wellington, were ex-

tremely indignant at having to retire before an enemy,
who, though boastful, were inferior to them in reputa-

tion and warlike qualities.

This expedition against Plattsburg cost the British

three hundred and thirty men, and a prodigious quan-

tity of stores, left behind., because spoiled by long con-

tinued rains.*

IViO, At length the war between England and the

United States came to an end. The Americans had

•^ Sir George Prevost entirely lost his character as a soldier owing^

to the results of the Plattsburg expedition. Charges ^vere after-

wards preferred against him which would have been investigated by

11 court martial, if Sir George had not died before the trial could

take place.
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been for some time, generally disgusted, on account both
of their failure to take Canada, and the inconvenience
of bavini;' their coast blockaded and their commerce
destroyeel.*

The Provinces, which had borne the brunt of the con-
test, were, as a matter of course, deeply interested in the
restoration of peace. But, throughout, a general una-
lumity and loyalty had been displayed by the people.

There may have been, here and there, a few seditious

uiid discontented persons, and some few desertions may
have occurred among tl ? regular troops. But fidelity,

jind a resolute spirit to doiend their country from inva-

sion, prevailed among the inhabitants at large.

Not a single instance of desertion from the Canadian
iiiiHtia occurred during the war. In short, the conduct
of the people of Upper and Lower Canada, during the

whole eventful struggle, was such as to call for the

warmest praise of the authorities in Canada and in

England. To succeeding generations of descendants,

who might, like them, have to take up arms and make
sacrifices in defence of their country, it afforded one of

the noblest examples for imitation that can be found in

all history.

The peace between England and the United States

was signed at Ghent on December 24th, 1814.

f

* In this book those operations only are related which especially
affected Canada, or in which the Canadians took part. But it must
be borne in mind that the British were at the same time waging^ an
su'tive warfare against the Americans, on the ocean, and along their
coasts.

t Amongst many other incidents connected with the war, the fol-

lowing are worthy of notice.
The Americans, for the operations of the first year (1812) raised

and eauipped 175,000 men. A large number of savages fought on the
side or the Canadians. At one time, with General Proctor, tnere were
JioOO savages, under Tecumseh. These were defeated by General
Harrison and the chief slain. In the course of 1813, the savages often
behaved very crueliy in spite of all endeavours of the British officers.

One of the British vessels on Lake Ontario carried 100 guns.
Of the troops that came out from Britain in 1814, 4000 were veteran

soldiers who had served eight years under Wellington.
In 1814, the American forces employed against Canada would ha^e

been much more numerous but for tie necessity they were und&i of

i
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CHAPTER FOURTH.

History of the Period from 1814 to 1841.

—

The Governors
OF Upper and Lower Canada.—Dissensions in the Legis

LATURE of Lower Canada.—Political Strife in Upper
Canada.—The " Family Compact."—Sir John Colbornk.
—Louis Papineau.—Sir Francis Head.—Approach of

Civil War. (A. D. 1815-1837.)

371. As has been already stated, the narrative of tlie

war which forms the subject of the preceding chapter,

affords lessons valuable both to Americans and Cana-
dians. The former can see, that, although hostilities

were begun by them in a confident and boastful spirit,

they were by no means irresistible. The latter, aided

by the might of England, found themselves able, in tlireo

successive campaigns, to repel the utmost efforts of tiieir

would be conquerors. Beyond all praise were the cou-

rageous exertions, the fortitude, and the heroism, both

of Upper and Lower Canadians, in defending their

hearths and their altars. In short, succeeding genera-

tions, occupying the respective territories of the tFnited

States and British North America, have only to recal

the memorable campaigns of 1812, 1813 and 1814 wh(Mi-

ever future aggressions shall be meditated.

Equally instructive, in another point of view, is tbo

history oi the period from 1814 to 1841. It, also, will

be found to afford lessons, which the present and future

generations of Canadians ought never to ignore.

The American war being ended, the people of tho

Provinces turned their attention to their internal affairs.

The period of twenty-seven years, which followed t he

protecting their own sea ports against the attacks of the English.

The latter took the capital, Washington, and hurned the puj)li('

buildings. Other places were injured. This assisted in causing tlic

American troops to withdraw from Canada. The English commerci'
suffered, but the American more. The Americans lost 3000 vessels

Imports into the States as well as exports were almost reduced to

nothing. The Americans were extremely glad to make peace.

i: I !
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close of the war, was one of almost constant agitation

and turmoil in regard to internal matters. Former dis-

sensions, were renewed. New causes of strife grew up,

or were purposely introduced, until at length discord led

to rebellion, producing, for the time, a far worse state of

things than the previous warfare with external eneniioB.

But, happily, in this book, it is not requisite to recount

all the details of that political strife. The causes can
be briefly stated, and the nature of the results can be

easily understood by setting forth plainly a few princi-

pal facts.

It will be seen, however, that, notwithstanding the
hindrances alluded to, the Provinces, within the above
named period, made great strides in general progress

and improvement.
312, Between 1814 and 1841, six successive Lie . i te-

nant Governors in Upper Canada, and fourteen Gover-
nors and Administrators in Lower Canada, conducted
the public affairs.* These officials, men of distinction

and ability, discharged their duties under instructions

from the government in England. England was always
desirous of promoting the real welfare of Canada. But
the statesmen there, so far off from the colonies, and
much taken up with European affairs, were not always
fortunate, either in the selection of those whom they
sent out to govern, or in discerning what measures were
best for the Provinces.

373. We shall state briefly in this place the sources

of agitation and discord in the Provinces.

* Uppek Canada.—Hon. Francis Gore, 1815. Hon. Samuel Smith,
Administrator, 1817 and 1830. Sir Peregrine Maitland, 1818 and 1820.
Sir J. Colborne (Lord Seaton), 1828. Sir Francis B. Head, 18o(>. Sir
George Arthur, l!838.

Lower Canada.—Sir G. Drummond, Administrator, 1815. General
John Wilson, Administrator, 181H. Sir J. Cope Sherbrooke, 1816.
Duke of Richmond, 1818. Sir James Monk, President, 1819. Sir Pe-
regrine Maitland, 18'^0. Earl of Dalhonsi<', 1820 and 18r35. iiir F. N.
Burton, Lieutenant Governor, I'^'M. Sir James Kempt, Administra-
tor, 1828. Lord Aylmer, Administrator, ISJJO. Earl of Gooford, 18:15.

Sir J. Colborne (Lord Seaton), 1838. Earl of Durham, 1838. C. Pou-
lett Thompson (Lord Sydenham), 183*.).
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In Lower Canada, the ancient jealousies of race were
always shewing themselves. The governor and his ex-

ecutive council with the Legislative Council, formed a

body consisting almost wholly of those of British origin.

As was to be expected, all, or nearly all, the offices of

trust, continued, as heretofore, to be withheld from those

of French descent. The few offices conferred upon
l^'renchmen were considered merely as instances of a

disposition to make some slight concessions in favour
of the great majority of the population. It was con-

tended that the enjoyment of their own religion, cus-

toms, laws, and language, were, as much as possible,

secured to the majority; and that the laws of the empire
had been strained to effect this. But the principal men
belonging to the majority of Lower Canada asserted, on
the other hand, that the acknowledgement of their rights

consisted in mere words and theory, while in reality and
in practice, they were violated.

It happened, therefore, that, although at first the

people of Lower Canada had elected, amongst the mem-
bers of the Assembly, quite a number of persons of Brit-

ish descent, they soon ceased to do that. The House
of Assembly came to consist almost wholly of represen-

tatives of French origin. The Executive and Legisla-

tive Councils, on the other hand, were almost entirely

British, or English speaking and protestant.

Here, then, is to be seen one standing cause of discord.

For, the young reader must remember, that no law

could be made without an agreement of all the branches

of the legislature—the Assembly, the Legislative Coun-
cil and the Governor, the last named official being influ-

enced by the advice of his Executive Oouncil.

Accordingly, it often happened that bills passed by

the Assembly were rejected by the Legislative Council.

Sometimes, also, those which had been passed by both

Houses were not agreed to by the Governor. Moreover
the dissension among their legislators and rulers pro-

moted party spirit among the people at large.

374. The cause of trouble in Lower Canada which
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lias been mentioned, embittered, and added force to dis-

putes which grew up on occasions of difference about
various matters, not of themselves necessarily connected

with questions of race and religion.

For many years the Assembly and the other branches

of the Legislature differed respecting the finances of the

province. Like the House of Commons in England, the^

House of Assembly claimed control over the expendi-

ture of tLe revenues. It was the custom for the supplies

for meeting the expenses to be first discussed and voted

l)y the Assembly. While the revenue was insufficient

the Imperial govennnent furnished the funds required.

But, as soon as the income of the province was thought
iible to bear it, the members of the Assembly proposed
to take the entire control of the finances. The Governor
imd Legislative Council resisted that pretension, so that,

year by year, there were renewed disputes on the subject.

Sir John Sherbrooke had ended his governorship and
tlie Duke of Richmond had succeeded him in 1818,
when the former offer of the Assembly to provide for
"the civil list"* was accepted, and the House requested
to make provision accordingly. In proceeding to da
tliis, instead of voting a fixed sum to the amount sought,
tlie Assembly deliberated upon the items of the list, one-

by one. Some were omitted, in order that certain offi-

ces, for which no salary was voted, should be discon-

tinued. At this the Legislative Council, when the money
bill came before it, took offence. The bill was rejected,

and the end was that the Legislative session was closed

without any provision being made for the expenses of the
government.f The Governor expressed to the House,
in his speech at the prorogation, his displeasure, after

the fashion of Sir James Craig. This greatly offended

* In this were included the salaries and expenses connected with
the carrying on of the government.

t This proceeding, called "stopping the 8up[)lies," that is, not
voting the money required for expenses, was, in subsequent years,
often followed by the Assembly. The object of it was so to incon-
venience the government that the wishes of the Assembly should be
complied with.
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tlie representatives. The Governor dying in 1819, iho

quarrel continued under tlie government of the succeed-

ing Administrators, ISir James Monk and Sir Peregriiu'

Miiitland, when Earl Dalhousie came into office.

375. Even then, in 1820, and some time before, in

order to put an end to the vexatious condition of public

affairs, a decisive change was proposed or talked of—
the union of the two Provinces. As the population of

Upper Canada was increasing much faster than that of

the Lower Province, and as it was then about 120,000,

the promoters of that project imagined that such an

union would soon place the English-speaking people

and Protestants in the majority. This design was very

distasteful in Lower Canada to the majority of the inlui-

bitants, who vigorously opposed and petitioned against

it. Although a bill was, m 1822, brought forward in

the English House ofCommons for effecting the change,

yet it was eventually withdrawn, and the proposed union
deferred to a later period.

376. Under the influence of such drawbacks as have

been referred to,* there were hostile feelings relative to

race and religion, and constant displays of want of

confidence in their rulers by the inhabitants of Lov.er

Canada. The state of public affairs passed from bad to

worse every year. Four more successive governors and

* One of the subjects of dispute in the Legislature was the case of

the judges. Long before the American war, the House of Asseni1)ly

had objected to these functionaries holding official positions in the

Legislature, and had even proposed to expel one. Judges could \w

meinbers of the Executive Council and of the Legislative Council
also. Subsequently the conduct of certain judges was declared lo be
wholly inconsistent with their position as administrators of the law.

They were even accused of sitting in judgement upon cases in which
they themselves were interested.

Mr. Justice Foucher and Mr. Justice Monk were impeached by
the House, in 1S17, on accusations, which, if true, would have ren-

dered them wholly unfit for their high offices.

The Governor would not suspend them when the House requested
him to do so, nor would the Legislative Council join in action against

them. The House then petitioned the Prince Regent. The latter

instructed the Governor to announce his decision in favour of tlie

impeached judges. All this business connected with the judges was
very unpleasant, and occasioned great discontent and controversy.
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jidministrators, Sir Francis Burton, Sir James Konipt^
Lord Aylmer and Earl (ros?ford, presided over an agi-

tated, wrangling people, until the troubles ended in a
civil war. The events which more immediately pre-

ceded this, and the circumstances which attended tlie res-

toration of public order must be related. But it is neces-

sary first to notice the course of affairs in Upper Canad;!.

;{77. Although somewhat differently composed, tlu

people of Upper Canada, like those of the Lower Pro-
vince, were also involved in political strife. Soon after

tho war, volunteers and militiamen, who had fought
against the common enemy, began to complain that
the government did not assign them lands for their ser-

vices, as had been promised. Then, there were many
lialt'-pay officers, and poor gentlemen, who sought no
other means of living than hunting after government
offices, and who obtained employment without regard
to their fitness. Such persons associated themselves to-

gether to favour and support those who governed the

country, under all circumstances. In course of time,

tliose who ruled or held offices became a distinct and
powerful party, favouring none that did not belong to

tlieir circle. By these, new-comers, and especially emi-
ijfiants from the States, were looked down upon as being
of an inferior class, and not eligible for offices of trust

and profit. The whole body of persons of whom we now
speak were nicknamed the -'the family compact."
Next, there were complaints about the management

of the affairs of the Post Office Department, and also

about that of the public lands. The constitution of

1791 embraced provisions for the support of the Pro-
testant religion, both in Upper and Lower Canada. To
carry out this intention, one-seventh of the quantity of
]{inds granted already, or to be granted in future, was
reserved. The lands so held back were styled the clergy

reserves, and became a fruitful source oi contention in

Upper Canada.*

* At first, it was assumed that the clergy reserves were exclusively
for the support of the Church of England. Members of other Pro-
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In 1817, a sudden prorogation of the House of Assem-
bly by the Governor surprised and displeased both the

members and those whom they represented.

A factious person, named Grourlay, made his appejir-

ance in the province about this time, and by his writinirs.

and the agitation he set on foot against the "familv
compact," occasioned the authorities much troubl

This person being prosecuted and imprisoned, the opp
nents of the governing body became more (excited iti

their hostility. Governor Gore, and his successor, Sir

P. Maitland, were both greatly annoyed by Gourlay ,s

pretensions and influence on the minds of the people;

for he induced them to petition the Imperial Parliamejit.

and also to form a society, or convention, which held

meetings at Toronto, for the consideration of abuses in

the provincial government.
After Gourlay had removed* from the province tiie

agitation against the "family compact" subsided, but

was again revived. Although, for several years, uffairs

seemed to be managed more quietly, yet, towards 18^;,

dissension and party spirit had risen to a great height.

The elections were keenly contested, and a majority nf

persons hostile to the government were chosen rei)rc-

sentatives. The disputes about the clergy ivserves be-

came more bitter than before. The newspapers ofhii

published very abusive articles, and the government
prosecuted the writers. As in Lower Canada, the admi-

nistration of justice was a subject of complaint, and tlio

House of Assembly sought to exclude the judges frotu

being connected with the legislature in any way. Wil-

liam Lyon McKenzie, who afterwards became notorious,

took, at this time, an active part in exciting agitation

testant bodies set up claims for their respective churches. Thus the

Protestants of the Cfhurch of England, and the other Protestants were

led into disputes with each other.

The other lands reserved were called Crown Reserves.
The Assembly of Upper Canada thought one-seveutli too great a

proportion for clergy reserves, and also objected to the system, whieh

was pursued, of leasing Crown lands instead of selling them,
* He was expelled from the province. In 1826 he wan in confine-

ment in England for an assault on Lord Brougham.
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against the government. In a single session no fewer
tnan twenty-one bills passed by the Assembly, were re-

jected by the Legislative Council. The Speaker, Mr.
Bidwell, was an opponent to the government, and \V.

L. McKenzie, who was a member of the Assembly, did

all he could to promote discord in the Legislature. Sir

John Colborne, a straightforward and blunt old soldier,

was then Govenior. He had refused to grant a petition

of the House of Assembly relative to the case of a per-

son imprisoned for libel. The House then addressed
their prayer to king George the Fourth, who at once
complied with the request, to the gratification of tlie

opponents of government, but the annoyance of the
members of the " family compact."
In the session of 1830, forty bills from the Assembly

were thrown out by the other House. Next year,

McKenzie attacked the Assembly in a newspaper pub-
lished by him, and was expelled the House. His con-
stituents elected him again, and a^ain he was expelled,

and declared not eligible as a memoer. Being elected a

third time,* McKenzie became the most notorious per-

son in the Province. Public meetings were everywhere
held, and the excitement was very great 24,000 persons
signed a petition to king William IV, praying that the
(rovernor might be recalled, and that the people might
he allowed to elect the members of the Legislative

Council. In the same petition it was stated that the
existing parliament ought to be dissolved, as it did not
represent the real sentiments of the people. From the

account here given, it will be seen that the affairs of

Upper Canada had fallen into a condition scarcely le.^s

unsatisfactory than that of the Lower Province.

378. Sir John Colborne was relieved from the gov-

ernment of Upper Canada in 1836, and was succeded by
Sir Francis Bond Head.f

•'^i!

H(*

; f
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* McKenzie was five times expelled the House of Assembly, sind

each time was re-elected for the county of York.

t Fifty-seven rectories of the Church of England were provided for
out of the clergy reserves just before Sir John Colborne' s recall.

I'M
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About this time, McKenzic, relying on his popularity,
was engaged in plotting a revolution. He conceived tli(

design of setting up a republic, like that of the Unilct]

States, in place of the existing government. Many others
were led to favour his schemes, although comi>arativel)

few were willing to go the length of taking up arms and
committing tbomselves to the shedding of blood.

At this same time, in Lower Canada, sedition and
rebellion were on the eve of plunging the country into

a civil war, on which account the commander of the

forces* removed the troops from Toronto to Kingston.
Here they would be neai-er to the scene of action in case

their services should be recmired. This circumstance
favoured the designs of McKenzio and his friends.

But wo must now return to the affairs of Lower
Canada in order to explain what happened before, oi-

more immediately led to, the sad outbreak of 1837.

879. A member of the Assembly of Lower Canada,
Louis Papineau, was one of the greatest opponents of

the governing authorities. He loudly denounced Lord
Dalhousie as unworthy of confidence. During four

years before 1827, the House had voted no supplies, and

the excitement in the country, as well as the bitterness

of the debates in the Legislature, became intense. The
violent party, and majority in the Assembly, were led

by Papineau. In 1827, he was chosen speaker, but Lord
Dalhousie refused to sanction the election. This led to

more determined opposition, and then the Governor
prorogued the Legislature. Next year, 87,000 persons

petitioned the king.f To carry on the government,

This had been unexpected, and heightened the strife and party spirit

already existina:.

* Sir John Colborne while on his way home from Upper Canada,
was met by orders from England to return to the Lower Province
and assume the command of the forces.

The Governor of Upper Canada, Sir F. B. Head, so little expected
to require the aid of soldiers, that he would not retain even two
companies at Toronto offered to him by Sir John.

t This petition, whf»n taken to England by three delegates, Messrs.

Nelson, Viger and Cuvillier, was referred to a committee of the

House of Commons.
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the authorities had procured large advances from the

military chest, and had thus become enabled to pay
otticials without depending on the votes of the members
of the Assembly. Matters grew worse and worse. Asso-

ciations called Conventions, and Constitutional Commit-
tees, were formed in Quebec and Montreal. These
Ixjdies in strong language denounced the Governor, and
the Executive and Legislative Councils. They also in-

sisted that the people should elect the members of the

JjOgislative Council and that the British government
.should cease to interfere in the local affairs of the Pro-

vince. The result of the great petition of 87,000 persons,

was, for a time, satisfactory. A new Governor was sent

out. Sir .). Kempt, who deviated considerably from the

course of his predecessor. Papineau was recognized as

speaker of the House, and the arrangements relating to

the militia and the magistrates made more acceptable.

About this time also the Province was more convenient-
ly divided into representative districts, and the number
of members of the House raised to eighty-four, includ-

ing eight for the Eastern Townships.*
But the ancient jealousies soon shewed themselves

^The Lower Canada Legislative Council at this time had twenty-
three members, of whom sixteen were Protestants. Only eight of
the members were natives of the Province. Twelve of the whole
uumber were office bearers under the government.
The Executive Council consisted of nine, of whom eight were Pro-

teatants. Only two of the whole were natives of Canada and only
une not an office bearer.
Such being the composition of the two Councils, it is easy to see

that the people at large could be persuaded by their leaders that
their religion, laws and language would not be fairly dealt by.
Of the seventeen members of the Legislative Council of Upper

Canada, at least ten were persons either holding public offices, or
members of the Executive Council.
The salaries of officials were then not so great as aftenvards, as we

can see by the following statement : Governor, £4,500 ; Governor's
Secretary, £500 ; Provincial Secretary, £400 ; Attorney General, £300;
Solicitor General, £200. There was then no Finance Minister or Trea-
surer, but a Receiver General, whose remuneration seems to liave
been derived from a percentage upon the monies he had in his care,
and to whose custody all revenues were made over.
The population of Upper Canada was then (1830-1834) nearly

;^0O,OOO, and of the Lower Province about 500,000.
yj
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again with increased violence, and discord became more
rife than before. The newspapers, particularly those

whose conductors were hostile to the government, weiv

violent in the abuse they furnished to their readers. By
these, the prejudices and passions of the people woro

constantly fomented. Grievances, discontent, and peti-

tions for redress, multiplied throughout the Province.

Throughout 1833, 1833 and 1834, the discord and ex-

citement were sustained without intermission, until, at

length, the state of the Province became alarming.

In the last mentioned year, the House of Assembly,

during its session, spent much time in discussing the

condition of public affairs. The result was the framing

of a lengthy document, intended to contain the state-

ment of all grievances under which the country laboured,

and of demands relative to necessary changes in the mode
of conducting the government. These were set forth

in a formal manner, under ninety-two heads, and have

been since known as "The Ninety-two Resolutions."*

* Note on the Ninety-two Sesdutions.—These were drawn up by a

Committee of the House of Assembly, and were intended to set forth

in a solemn manner the sentiments of the majority of that body.
They specified various matters of grievance, such as abuse of the

power of the Crown by its olHcers in the colony, the composition of

the Executive and Legislative Councils, the distribution of public

offices of trust and emolument chiefy amongst persons of British ori-

fin and those not natives of the country, to the exclusion of those of

rench descent, together with many otner particulars. It was stated,

in the 75th Resolution, that in the population of about 600,000, there

were 75,000 of British descent, while of upwards of two hundred
salaried officers employed in the public service less than fifty were
French and natives of the colony. When brought before the House
of Assembly, Louis Papineau supported the resolutions in a speech
which breathed througnout a republican spirit. The House adopted
them, the vote in their favour being 5o against 24. Addresses
founded upon them, were prepared for transmission to the King and
to the English Houses of Lords and Commons.

'1 he Governor, Lord Aylmer, when he dissolved the parliament ou
March 18th, 1834, said of the Ninety-two Resolutions :

" I cannot re-

frain from making some remarks on the language of the Ninety-two
Resolutions on which is founded your appeal to the Imperial I*aalia-

ment. It manifests so great a departure from the well known mode-
ration and urbanity or the Canadian character that those who arO

ignorant of the real state of the Province would find it difllcult to

avoid attributing such language to extraordinary and general dis-
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The passing of these resolutions, by the Assembly, did
not prevent the drawing up, by different bodies, of a

multitude of other statements, petitions, addresses, and
resolutioii3, all shewing that nothing short of the strong

arm of authority, by the intervention of the mother
country, could save the Province from anarchy.

380. 8ach was the state of things in the Lower Pro-

vince, when Lord Gosford, as Governor-in-Chief, and
two other gentlemen, were sent out from England, as a
Commission, to examine into and to report upon its

affairs.

It would be tedious to relate the details of the pro-

ceedings of the Commission, or of the offers, and other

measures by which Earl Gosford endeavoured to conci-

liate those who opposed the governing authorities. The
Commission reported at great length. The Commis-
sioners, Sir Charles Grey and Sir George Gipps, retui'ned

to England, Earl Gosford remaining behind at his post.

In the English House of Commons, the report of the

Commissioners and the state of Canada were discussed.

Resohitions were passed which virtually suspended the

Canadian constitution of 1791.

When the news reached Canada in the middle of

April 1837, the opponents of the government deter-

mined to observe no longer their duties as loyal subjects.

Under the leadership of Papineau and Dr. Wolfred
Nelson, indignation meetings were held. Great Britain

denounced, and measures openly proposed for establish-

ing a republic by force.

turbance in the minds of the people. Therefore I avail myself of
this opportunity to announce distinctly—and I desire to call your par-
ticular attention to the fact—that, whatever may have been the pre-
vailii^ sentiments within the circle of the Assembly when the Ninety-
two Resolutions were adopted, the whole people, outside of that
circle, were at that very time in the enjoyment of the most profound
tranquillity ; and I rely on its g:ood sense with too much confidence
to imagine the people will peimit its tranquillity to be disturbed by
the manoeuvres which have bei>n practised to this end."
Many members of the Assembly declared that the Governor's as-

sertions were illusive.

The mover of the Ninety-two Resolutions in the Assembly was M.
Bedard.

i " H: '•1
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The agitators, or, as they now began to style them-
selves, patriots, created a sort of frenzy by the speeches

tliey made. Soon, outrages were committed, and the

Province was plunged into civil warfare.

CHAPTER FIFTH.

i 1

I:

f

Rebellion in Uppep and Lower Canada.—Earl Durham.—
Lord Sydenham.—Union op the Provinces.—(1837-1841.)

381. King William IV died, and his niece, the Prin-

cess Victoria, ascended the throne of Great Britain and
Ireland, while misguided people in Canada were in

the act of rushing into an armed resistance to lawful

authority.

According to custom, the Clergy of the Roman Cath-

olic Church, in all the parish churches of the Province,

celebrated the accession of the young Queen, for there

was no manifestation of disloyalty on their part. But
the disloyal and seditious of their congregations turned

to account the opportunity, thus presented, of shewing
their sentiments. Many rose from their seats and re-

tired, refusing to sanction, by their presence, the

chaunting of the Te Deum in honor of the new sove-

reign, or the offering up of prayers for the Queen and

Royal family.

This ostentatious and decisive mark of the evil influ-

ence which the agitators had contrived to obtain over

the minds of the inhabitants, was followed by the adop-

tion of treasonable resolutions, on October 23rd, when a

great meeting was held at St. Charles, on the river Riche-

lieu.* At this meeting speakers affected to pity "the

* This was called the " Meeting of Five Countit s." It was attend-

ed by more than 5000 persons, althoueh the state of the roads was

very bad. There were also present thirteeD members of the Assem-

i
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unhappy lot >f the soldiers" and plainly recommended
desertion.* There were at this time, in Canada, about
thirty-three hundred troops. Disturbances and out-

rages occuried in the Montreal district, several of the

British inhabitants being forced to flee for refuge to the

city, with their families.

A body of young men styling themselves "the sons of

liberty," began parading the streets of Montreal, and :i

conflict occurred between them and a number of loyal

citizens calling themselves "constitutionalists."

This was the first occasion of open violence between
the opposite parties. Houses were attacked and persons

ill treated and wounded. It occurred on November 5th,

between which time and the lOth, bodies of armed men
began to show themselves in various parts. After the

last named date, the authorities in Montreal and Que-
bec issued proclamations in behalf of order, ancl at

length, on tho 16th, the Governor, by warrants, directed

the arrest of all the active leaders. Sixty-one magis-
trates in the Montreal district were displaced, and a

number of leading- "patriots" were taken up and thrown
into prison. Papineau, however, and others, made their

escape.

The loyal citizens of Montreal and Quebec made for-

mal offers of their services, as volunteers, to the Gover-
nor, which were accepted, and ofl&cers were appointed
to command the several corps.

382. In the meantime, the "patriots" c'^Uectcd in

raasses on the banks of the Richelieu, espet- lly at St.

Denis, and, higher up the river, at St. Charles. One
body of seven hundred or eight hundred assembled at

the latter place, under the command of a person named
Brown. Another, at St. Denis, occupied a large stone

building and threw up some outworks, conrinaiided by

• i'"' ''til

Wy and one of the Legislative Council, and almost evf ly pers(>n of
any note or standing from tlie surrounding parishes. It was presided
over by Dr. Wolfred Nelson.

*This had no effect : not a soldier deserted during the contuiuuncc
of the troubles of 18:^7 and 1838.
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Dr. Wolfred Nelson. A third held a strong position at

St. Ours, in the county of St. Hyacinthe. It was judged
necessary to disperse these bodies and apprehend their

leaders.

Accordingly four companies of soldiers, and a few
volunteers of Montreal, under Colonel Wetherall, were
directed to move down the river bank from Chamhly
upon St. Charles. Colonel Gore with another detach-
ment, consisting, in part, of volunteer cavalry, was or-

dered to pass up from Sorel, and attack those at St.

Denis.

The weather and roads were very unfavourable, so that

the troops belonging to both corps had much difficulty,

and occupied a long time in reaching their destinations.

Colonel Gore, arriving at St. Denis on the morning of

November 23rd, soon found that his division alone was
not strong enough to carry the position of the insur-

gents at St. Denis. He had been able to bring on but

one small field-piece, which did but little or no execution.

Although he persevered in his attack for six hours, lie

was completely baffled in all his attempts. Finally, the

inhabitants collecting at the scene of the action, from
the surrounding country, fearing lest his communi-
cations should be cut off, he retired towards Sorel,

leaving several wounded men behind, as well as his field

-

piece.

The loss of the insurgents in this affair was about

fifteen killed. Colonel Gore lost six men killed and ton

wounded.*
The success with which the troops had been encoun-

tered by armed inhabitants at St. Denis, following on a

previous rescue of some prisoners on their way from 8t.

Johns to Montreal, greatly elated the "patriots." It

* An unhappy incident happened at St. Denis about the beginnini^

of the action. A Captain Weir had been intercepted by Nelson's

people on his way from Colonel Gore's detachment, with dispatches

for Colonel Wetherall. He was taken to Dr. Nelson, who, when the

firing began, directed him to be conveyed from St. Denis to St.

Charles. Before he was removed from the village, poor Weir, though
bound hand and foot, was barbarously murdered.

i
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was quickly communicated to all parts of the country
and created an immense sensation.

Colonel Wetherall, leaving Chambly at the same time
that Colonel Gore started from Sorel, marched down the

right bank of the Richelieu upon St. Charles. Arrivinf^

within a mile of the place, some shots were fired at the

troops. With praiseworthy consideration for the infatu-

ated insurgents, he, nevertheless, sent forward a message
to them, intimating that if they would disperse before

he reached the place, no further notice should be taken

of their conduct. But, when he came within musket-
shot of some works that had been thrown up, his troops

were received with a heavy fire. About an hour was
spent in skirmishing and making preparations for the

ussault. The soldiers then stormed and carried the

works. Tbey lost twenty-one men in killed and wound-
ed. The slaughter was great on the side of the "patriots,'*

of whom upwards of one hundred and fifty were slain

and about twice as many wounded. The misguided in-

surgents are said to have fought with a spirit "worthy
of better leaders and of a better cause.

"

The issue of the business at St. C^.irles being soon
known at St. Denis, Dr. Nelson's followers lost heart

and began to desert. Presently, he himself, with a few
friends, left the place, intending to retire ^ r refuge
into the United States.* St. Denis was afterwards the

scene of some excesses. Colonel Gore's detachment re-

turned to the village and the soldiers, enraged by their

repulse and the information received of the treatment
of Captain Weir, ruthlessly destroyed buildings and
other property.

Considerable numbei*s of the insurgents dispersed in

parties, nicnking for St. Ours, St. Hyacinth, the Eastern

* Dr. Nelson did not succeed in reaching the herder. He «v^as cap-
tured in Siukely, on December 13th, in company with one Canadian
and an Indian guide, almost exhausted through hunger, cold, and
fatigue. He was taken to Montreal and thrown into prison. Papincau
had be^n at St. Denis before the troops of Gore attacked that place,
but removed thence to Yamit ka. After the affair of St. Charles he
fled from Yaniaska into the L uited States.

1 ., .
,.
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Townships, and the borders of the United States, where
many took refuge. Colonel Gore passed across to St.

Hyacinth, and there put an end to any further display

of armed opposition, south of the St. Lawrence.*
383. Martial law was proclaimed in the district of

Montreal and rewards offered for the apprehension of

Papineau, Dr. Nelson, a number of members of the

Assemliy who had been leaders of the insurrection, ami
other persons of less note. Rewards were also offered

for the capture of the murderers of Captain Weir.f
By the end of the first week of December there was

no further display of armed resistance in the quarters

where the rebellion first broke out. But there still re-

mained to be dealt with large bodies of insurgents, and
openly disaffected persons, in the parishes north and
west of Montreal, particularly at St. Eustache, St. Benoit
and St. Scholastique. In these parts the loyal inhabi-

tants were ill-treated, and many obliged, with their fami-

lies, to flee to the city for refuge.

384. While these things were happening we must
not suppose that the loyal people of the Province were
idle, or that the inhabitants of the neighbouring Britisli

Provinces were indifferent spectators.

Addresses and offers of assistance poured in from the

militia of Upper Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Bruns-

m

* In the neighbourhood of Misslsquoi Bay, not far from Philips-

burr-; an engagement took place between loyalist militia, under Caj)-

tain Kemp, and a body of insurgents, under a person named Gagiiovi,

belonging to I'Acadie. The insurgents had formed their plans at a

Elace called Swanton, just within the borders of Vermont in tlic

Tnited States, whence they marched into Canadian territory. They
were easily dispersed on December 6th, leaving behind, in their fliglit

back to Swanton, two field pieces, some ammunition, and a few pri-

soners.
The people of the Townships generally were on the alert, intereejit-

ing the flight of insurgents towards the States and capturing prisoners.

+ Mr. Jamieson, Governor of the State of Vermont, issued a pro-

clamation on December 13th, calling upon the people to take no part

in the internal dissensions of Canada, and warning them that tlic

United States and Great Britain were at peace, and that it was \\\\-

lawful for the territory of Vermont to be made use of in preparing
hostile expeditions against the neighbouring Province.

M\
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wick. Volunteers, by thousands, proposed to march
from those colonies upon the insurgents in Canada.
The Highlanders of Glengari'y were actually setting out
for the scenes of action, when word from Sir John Col-

borne was brought, intimating that their services were
not needed.
The loyal inhabitants of Quebec and Montreal pre-

pared the most patriotic addresses, filled up the ranks
of the volunteer infantry, cavalry, and artillery, or en-

rolled themselves for garrison duty. In short such was
the manifestation of spirit in various quarters, that the
rebellion, if persisted in a fortnight longer, would have
brought from far and near an overwhelming force of the

friends of order and authority. The insurrection never,

from the first, had the slightest chance of success.*

Nor were the inhabitants, generally, of the districts

of Quebec and Three Rivers, wanting in manifestations

of loyalty, there being only a few places in which agita-

tion meetings were held. Bishop Joseph Signay ex-

horted his clergy and their flocks to be on their guard
" against the disorganizing doctrines circulated by mis-

guided persons concerned m resistance to the established

authority."

385. But the "patriots," north and west of Mon-
treal, were, as yet, kept in ignorance of the failure of

their cause on the Richelieu, and on December 13tli.

Sir John Colbome at the head of about two thousaiivi

men, left the city for St. Eustache. There, the insiu-

gents, to the number of one thousand in arms, soon

found themselves hemmed in. They posted themselvi s

* In course of the Autumn, when it became evident that outbreaks
would occur, the British troops in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia

were kept in readiness for marching. On November 6tli, part of tlie

a5th Regiment from Halifax started for Quebec. The 84th and 48id

Regiments from New Brunswick proceeded to the same destination,

in divisions, after the affair at St. Denis. These three regiments
made a winter march through a country covered with snow, and in-

habitants supposed to s' rc^athise with the insurgents. But in all

the parishes from St. A . ^ to Quebec they were treated with every
mark of kindness and It y ally. They reached Quebec at the close of

December.

':. '«! 1
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in the church, parsonage, and manor house. Some shots

were fired on the troops as they advanced to storm tlie

positions, which were carried after a brief resistance.

The buildings were set on fire, and some of the insur-

gents, unable to make their escape, perished miserably

111 the flames.

About sixty houses, besides the church, and a convent,

were consumed in the conflagration. The insurgents

lost upwards of two hundred in killed and wounded,
and more than one hundred were taken prisoners. Of
the troops, about ten were killed and wounded.
The commander, a man named Girod, made off from

the scene as soon as the firing commenced. Being pur-

sued, he was on the point of being captured by the po-

lice, when he ended his hfe by his own hand.
Proceeding to St. Benoit from St. Eustache, Sir John

Colborne was met by flags of truce in token of the sub-

mission of the people of the former place. At the same
time a detachment, under Colonel Maitland, rece ved the

submission of the insurgents at St. Scholastique. The
leading persons were taken up and sent to prison, while

their infatuated followers were dismissed to their homes.
Some destruction of property, however, occurred at St.

Benoit.

386. Shortly afterwards. Earl Gosford, recalled to

England, took his departure, leaving the commander of

the forces. Sir John Colborne, to preside as Adminis-
trator. This was in January 1838.*

387. In March, a proclamation was issued at Quebec
suspending the constitution of 1791. A Special Council,

consisting of twenty-two members, one half of French
and the other half of EngHsh origin, was appointed to

govern the Province.

* Martial law was continued until May. About the end of Febraary
six hundred refugees, under Robert Nelson (a brother of Dr. Nelson)
and Dr. Cote, recrossed the borders from the State of New York,
bringing arms and cannon, for the purpose of exciting another revolt.

But flnding troops and militia ready to oppose them they retired, and
were compelled by the authorities of the United States to surrender
their anus and ammunition.
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In May, when martial law was discontinued, the Earl
of Durham arrived at Quebec, in the capacity of Gov-
ernor General and Queen's High Commissioner, for

adjusting the affairs of the Province.

388. Lord Durham's stay in Canada was short, for

he resigned his oflBce and departed in November follow-

ing his arrival. He converted his mission into one of

peace. Accordingly he caused the crowded gaols of the
Province to be relieved by the liberation of all minor
offenders, pardoned on the occasion of Her Majesty's
coronation.

The recently created Special Council, as well as the
old Executive Council, were dissolved, and a new Spe-
cial Council summoned. By the latter, a decree was
issued, banishing Dr. Wolfred Nelson, and eight other
leaders of the insurrection, then confined in the Montreal
gaol. They were sent to Bermuda. At the same time,

Papineau was forbidden to return to Canada. The other
offenders were released, on giving security for future
good behaviour.

The murderers of a person named Chartrand, and one
of the murderers of Captain Weir, were brought to trial,

Imt acquitted, in spite of clear evidence against the

accused.

Although the proceedings of Earl Durham were on
the side of mercy, many thought them contrary to justice

and to the best interests of the Province. The Minis-
ters of State in England approved of them, but the Par-
liament did not. This body, in fact, censured the Gov-
ernor General and his Special Council. This was the
cause of Earl Durham's resignation, mentioned above.

In his report as High Commissioner, the Earl gave a
long description of the state of the Province, and sug-

gested remedies which he thought necessary for its fu-

ture welfare. Among these, the principal was the union
of Upper and Lower Canada. When Earl Durham
retired, Sir John Colborne became Governor General.*

* The Earl of Durham, while in Canada, kept up a princely style
of living. He had nothing ignoble or sordid in his dlBy)OBition. He

'i i
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389. In the meantime, the feelings which had
prompted the outbreaks in 1837 were as active as ever.

By the time when Lord Durham left the country, anotliei*

insurrection had been secretly organized. Of this se-

cond rising, which was fostered by disaflfected persons
who had taken refuge in the United States, and who
there concerted their plans, the declared object was to

establish a republic. Dr. Robert Nelson, mentioned in

a former article, was to be the head of the proposed
government.
On November 3rd, a body of several hundred insur-

gents made an attack upon the crew and passengers of

the steamer Henry Broiigham, at Beauhamois. Armed
men assembled on the Richelieu, and proceeded to

Napierville, near the border, where Nelson had estab-

lished his headquarters.

Several inconsiderable skirmishes occurred, at Caugh-
nawa^a, Beauharnois and other places. At Lacolle mill,

the scene of former conflict, a quarter of a century be-

fore, a considerable body of insurgents and "American
sympathizers" was attacked by the militia of Odelltown
and Hemmingford and driven across the border with

the loss of eleven killed and eight prisoners. This oc-

curred on November 6th. Three days afterwards, Nel-

son, at Napierville, found his position threatened by the

approach of the frontier militia in his rear, and by a

strong force of regulars, under Sir John Colborne, in

front. Before the Commander-in-Chief came up, tlie

militia alone had disi)osed of Nelson's force, after a des-

perate battle in which sixty of the insurgents were

killed, and upwards of one hundred wounded. Tlie

others took to flight and escaped across the border.

i> 'M

ordered all his salary and emoluments as Governor General to be giv-

en for the expenses incurred in repairing the Government Houses in

Quebec and Montreal.—He gave to the citizens of Quebec, for a pub-
lic promenade, the site of the ancient Gastle of St. Louis—also Hie

use of the Upper and Lower Gardens, previously reserved for tlie

inmates of the Castle alone, so that these came to be regarded, from
that time, as belonging to the corporation of Quebec—The ancient
site of St. Louis became "Durham Place."



REBEL LTOX. ^(3£^

Kelson fled to Plattsburgli. Al)out the same time small

parties of "patriots" at Chambly, and other places, were

easily overpowered and dispersed.

In this shortlived rising, which lasted only seven days^

a vast amount of injury was done to property. Lives

also, in addition to those lost in conflict, were sacrificed.

As martial law had been re-established, the insurgents

taken ni arms were not, this time, consigned to prison

tor trials in the courts of law. Former lenity had failed

of its intended piiri)ose. Accordingly, courts-martial

were assembled, and, after an impartial trial, thirteen of

the insurgents were sentenced to death and executed.

A great many were condemned to transportation.

Tlius ended the insurrection of 1838—a renewal of

that of 183T—resulting in infinite suffering to the mis-

guided insurgents,* the victims of agitators who de-

serted them in the hour of their utmost peril, and the

dupes of American sympathisers.

390. We must now notice the course of events in

Upper Canada.
It was stated in Art. 338 that McKenzie and others

were plotting a revolution, and that the withdrawal of
the troops from Toronto favoured his designs.

f

The Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Francis Head, having
ordered tiie militia to be in readiness for instant service,

McKenzie published a statement designed to incite his

followers or partisans to revolt. The Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor then ordered McKenzie's arrest. But, he, placing
himself at the head of an armed band of disaffected per-

sons, evaded the attempts to arrest him, and marched

* Their fault consisted in taking up arms against their sovereign
and the lawfully constituted authorities of the Province. There
were really grievances and abuses as all persons now admit ; but
these did not warrant their recourse to violence and bloodshed.

t Several hundred meetings held by McKenzie and his friends had
preceded the rising. But of all the inhabitants of Upper Canada it

seems that not a single thousand were ready or willing to take up
arms in favour of the cause. There are, however, conflicting accounts.
Some of McKenzie's friends asserted that between three and four
thousand came forward, but went away again when it was found there
were no arms for them.
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boldly against Toronto. McKenzie's immediate pur-

poses were to obtain possession of about four thousand
stand of arms, known to be left unprotected in that

city, then to seize the Lieutenant-Governor and pro-

claim a republic.

Sir Francis Head, with the ordinary town guards, and
a number of citizens, among whom were five judgc.N

assembled and armed themselves, and waited in some
anxiety within the city.

McKenzie's force was an indifferently armed body of

^ven or eight hundred men. But his movement, so far

from engaging the support of the thousands, whose as-

sistance he expected, caused the militia, yeomen and
farmers, to flock into Toronto from all directions, in

order to oppose it. It seems that those who had favoured

McKenzie's agitation for reform in the government,
were, with the exception of a few, quite disinclined to

join in schemes of downright revolution and bloodshed.

Accordingly, when at length Sir Francis Head saw
himself surrounded by a large number of loyalists frojii

the country parts, the revolt was easily put down.
McKenzie's band was attacked in the outskirts of To-

ronto. Upwards of tbirty of his followers were killed.

and many wounded. The rest took to flight. McKenzic
himself escaped into the United States. The rising,

which never had the least chance of success, commenced
on December 4th, 1837, and, by the 12th, was com-
pletely put down.
391. But for the sympathy shewn in the United

States in favour of theproposed revolution in Canada,

McKenzie's previous movements would soon have termi-

nated in perfect tranquillity. Many Americans, how-
ever, especially on the frontiers and in the lake cities.

uffected to believe that the risings, both in Upper and
Lower Canada, were praiseworthy efforts to gain freedom

from oppression.

Accordingly McKenzie, and the multitudes of refu-

gees from Canada, met with many sympathizers. This

was subsequently shewn most strikingly by Americans
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at Ogdensburg, along the south shore of Ontario, along
the American side of the Niagara river, at Buffalo, San-
dusky and Detroit, throughout the year 1838.*

First, lawless men from Buffalo took possession of

Navy Island, a short distance above the falls of Niagara,
and, witli artillery, bombarded the Canadian side. A
ship called the UaroUtie was openly employed in con-
veying munitions of war, provisions and men from the
United States shore.

Sir Allan McNab, a patriotic officer, and Speaker of

the House of Assembly, directed a party of loyalists,

under Lieutenant Drew, to capture that vessel on the

American side of the river. This was gallantly done, but
in the attempt to bring over the Caroline to the Cana-
dian side, the current was found to be too strong. The
vessel was therefore set on fire and allowed to go over

the falls.f

This affair became a matter of dispute between the

two countries, which was not settled until 1842. The
sympathisers retired from Navy Island to the mainland
on January 14th, when battenes had been prepared on
the Canadian side.

Next, expeditions were prepared at Cleveland and
Detroit, and some fighting occurred at Amherstburg
and other parts of the Canadian frontier, west of Lake

* The American authorities, at first, were not careful to prevent
attacks from being prepared, within tlieir own borders, against the
Provinces. Even arms and ammunition were allowed to be taken
from the public arsenals, and expeditions to leave their side of the
frontiers. But afterwards, when all tlie attempts of the refugees and
sympathizers were baffled by tlie provincials themselves, the United
States authorities did effectually put an end to such proceedings.

t The cutting out and destruction of this vessel were judged neces-

sary by Sir Allan McNab in self-defence, as the conveyance of sup-

plies to the sympathisers on Navy Island was clearly unbiwful, and
the United States authorities would not stop it. But tlie Americans
considered it a violation of 'heir territory. War was thought likely

to occur, in consequence, between the United States and England.
The spectacle of the burning vessel, rushing over the falls of Nia-

gara, was an extraordinary one. The Americans afterwards procured
some parts of the timber of the Caroline to be preserved as curiosi-

ties. At present (186*9) a part of the fiirurehead of the Carolim I*

exhibited in a public room in the city of Buffalo.

J
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Erie. The Canadian militia everywliere eflTectually re-

sisted all such attempts at invasion.

The chief leaders in these attacks, were, a person
named Van Kansselaer, and another styled Bill John-
son—the latter a notorious character, seeking plunder
and committing many outrages.

One of the most severe of the conflicts brought on by
the border warfare occurred about the beginning of

March between a "patriot" force from Sandusky and
troops of the 32nd Regiment under Colonel Maitland.

The sympathisers had established themselves on an
island called Point Pele, belonging to Canada, in Lake
Erie. They were commanded by a person named Suth-
erland. Being surrounded, they fought desperately,

losing fifty-three men in killed and wounded. The
British lost thirty, and could not prevent the Americans
from making their way across the ice to the mainland,
and thus returning to Sandusky.
On the arrival of spring, reinforcements of troops from

England, and the zeal of the inhabitants, enabled Sir

John Colborne to place, at various points along the

frontier, about 40,000 men.
The notorious Johnson, and a gang of brigands, seized

and burned a fine steamer, called the 8ir Robert Peel, at

Wells Island. The crew and passengers were maltreated

and plundered. Other acts of piracy were perpetrated

by the same lawless band.*
The last attack or invasion of Upper Canada by the

refugees and sympathisers, occurred nearly at the same
time that Nelson was similarly occupied at Napierville,

in Lower Canada.
On November 13th and 14th, several hundred men

who had crossed from Ogdensburg and landed not far

from Prescott, were attacked by the loyalist militia.

Desperate conflicts took place, ending in the complete

*Thc Governor of New York at this time issued a proclamation
forbidding all United States subjects from joining in attacks on
Canada. He also endeavoured to cause Johnson and his band to be

arrested.

\
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defeat of the invaders. These h)st upwards of sixty

killed, besides a large number wounded. Nearly one

hundred and tifty were taken pristtners."'
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While the fighting was going on, the Americans from
the opposite shore, cheered to encourage their country-
men and endeavoured to send reinforcements across the
lake. In these affairs the troops and militia suffered a
co!)siderable loss. But no one on the Canadian side

joined the invaders as they had been led to anticipate.

Some time afterwards, during the first week in De-
cember, a similar series of conflicts occurred in the
course of an invasion from Detroit, directed against

Amherstburg, Sandwich, Windsor, and other places on
that western frontier.

Some barl)arities were committed and property des-

troyed. Colonel Prince, who commanded in that quar-
ter, defeated all their attempts, routing the invaders and
killing great numbers. Many prisoners were also taken.

The sympathisers and refugees finally retired across the

frontier. Horrible to relate, nineteen of their number,
unable to cross the river, and worn out by cold and.

starvation, were found frozen to death.

39^. When active hostilities cea3ed, courts-martial

^ An old wind-mill, of which a cut is j^iven in the text, was the
tjcoue of much fighting and bloodshed. -i n
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were held for the trial of those taken in arms. Ten,
chiefly Americans, were executed at Kingston, ami
three at London in Canada west* Many nrisoncr-

were sentenced to transportation. Some, bemg lacU.

were discharged and allowed to retire to their own
country.!

Such were the principal incidents of the troubles in

Upper Canada, in 1837 and 1838. They were prolongod
far more by the lawless endeavours of Americans tlmn
by rebellion.

393. Sir Francis Head had been recalled in January
1838, and was succeeded by Sir George Arthur—the last

Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada.
394. Sir John Colbome, whose meritorious services

and successful defence of Canada, in addition to liis

many noble qualities, had endeared him to all classes,

was recalled at his own request in October, 1839. On
the 23rd day of that month, he departed, his successor,

Mr. Poulett Thompson, having annved at Quebec.];

The British government had decided upon uniting tlic

two Provinces, and had selected Mr. Thompson as the

fittest person for bringing that about.

395. Mr. Thompson was a man of great tact and

ability. He soon succeeded in influencing the govern-

* A short time before, some of the captured leaders of McKenzit's
attack on Toronto, in December 1837, had been tried and executed.
Others had been sent to the penitentiary.

+ McKenzie after residing some time at New York wexit to live it

Rochester, on the south shore of Lake Ontario. The people who hud
formerly sympathised with him soon came to reg^ara iiiin as* a trou-

blesome person taking;: unlawful advantage of the Hospitality of Ame-
ricans. He was arrested and brought to trial on a charge of imlaw-
fuUy promoting armed invasion of the territoiy of a friendly pOMor.
Being found guilty by a jury, he was sentenced to be fined and to be

invpnaoned eighteen months in a United States gaol.

He lived to regret his course of conduct, and was suffeie 1 to return

to Canada about eight years afterwards.

X The Queen transmitted to Sir John Colbome the '" Grand Closes

of the Order of the Bath."
On the occasion of his departure, addresses from Upper .and Lower

Canada were presented to him in ii'rateful acKnowledifement, of li's

services to the country. After his return to England, he fjs raised

to the Peerage, as Lord Seatoli.
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iug liudies—the Special Council of Jjower Canada, and
the Leofislativc Council and Assembly of the Upper
Province— to concur in the plan of the Union.
The majority of the French inhabitants of Lower

Canada were against the project.* But there was now
no House of Assembly, and the Special Council acted

in their behalf. This body, and the Legislature of the

Upper Province formally accepted the plan of union,

and sent addresses on the subject to the Queen. A bill

to accomplish the union was passed by the British

House of Commons and became law on July 21st, 1840,

to take effect in Canada on February 10th, 1841.

306. In substance, the new Constitution gave to

Canada one Legislature in place of two, and was framed
after the model of that of England. Peiinanent provi-

sion was to be made for the payment of salaries to the
Governor, judges, and the various officials of the gov-
ernment.
Members of the House of Assembly were to be in

equal number for each Province, but to be qualified by
the possession of a certain amount of property. The two
languaoes were to be used in all documents*, written or

printed, concerning the proceedings of the Legislature.

The following subjects could not be dealt with, or

Acts relating to them repealed, without the express

sanction of the Imperial Legislature, namelv, the dues
and rights of the clergy of the Roman Catholic Church

;

the allotment of lands for the support of the Proteshuit

clergy; endowments and forms of worship of any de-

nomination of religion; clergy reserves and crowni lands.

A total sum of £75,000 was to be taken from the

Provincial revenues in lieu of all land revenues, tmd
others, heretofore at the disposal of the crown.
The Legislative Council was to consist of not less than

^ One stited reason was a larg:o debt, owed by Upper Canada, the
burden of which was to be thrown on the United Province^'. More-
over tlie mMJority of Lower Canada would not form a majority in the
common Lef!:isla!nre, jmd it was fearfMl by some lest iheir insiituiions
and laws might be intiM-fertd with I v th • jouit votes of the minority
of Lower Canada and the mnjo;ity of the Upper Provhjce.
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twenty mcmheiv, iippointod for life, and the Speaker t<>

be named and removed by the Governor.
The eharges on tlie i*evenue to be in the foliowin tr

order—expenses of collecting and managing the reve-

nue; the public debt; payment of clergy of the churches
of England and Scotland, and other ministers of religion,

according to former usages ; civil list of £75,000.
All money bills to be originated by the Governor and

then to be first deliberated on by the House of Assem-
bly. All the fundamental principles, such as Habeas
Corpus, trial by jury, and administration of the laws in

the manner already established in the Province, re-

mained unaffected by the Union Act.

Such was the substance of the fourth system of govern-

ment adopted since Canada became a feritish Province
in 17G3.*

CHAPTER SIXTH.

General Progress.—Increase of Population.—Emigration.

Revenue.—Imports and Exports.—Public Works.—Re-

^. ligion.—Education.—Steam Navigation.—Newspapers.

Cholera in 1832 and 1834.—St. Louis Castle Burnt.

397. In the foregoing articles, bringing up our liis-

tory to the year 1841, little has been said about generul

progress during the preceding thirty years. We cun

easily understand that this must have been less than it

otherwise would have been owing to the American w^u^

the dissension and pohtical strife, and the sad outbreaks

of 1837 and 1838.

* A military government until 1774 ; from 1774 to 1791, the govorn-
ment by a Governor and Council ; in 1791, a Legislature composed of

Governor, Legislative Council, and Assembly of deputies elected hy

the people, besides an Executive Council. This last form of govern-
ment continued from 1791 to 1841.

\
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But, iiotwitlistandiiiir tliose causes, the progress of

Canada was great—in some resi>ecL8 very great. In
order to judge of this fully, it would be necessary to

present many details whicli cannot be specitied here,

but a useful opinion may be formed by taking notice of

the following particulars.

398. Firstly, the population increased rapidly. From
the most reliable sources of information on this point*
we learn, that the numbers in both Provinces were at

least doubled in the interval betw^een 1800 and 1814. In
1825 there were about half a million of souls in liower

Canada, and nearly half as many in the Upper Province,

At the time of the Union in 1841, or shortly afterwards,

there appear to have been upwards of one million of

people, taking those of both Provinces together.

One principal cause of the rapid increase of popula-
tion was the immense emigration from Europe, especially

from the British Isles; for between the time of the

American war and the union of the two Pi'ovinces, it is

computed that at least four millions of people left Great
Ikitain and Ireland to seek homes in other parts of the

Avorld. Of these about one million came to British

North America, of whom Canada gained a considerable

share. t About 150,000 immigrants landed at Quebec
in the four seasons from 1830 to 1833, followed by abou^
300,000 more in the coui*se of the ensuing seven years.

Of the immigrants it is thought that about one-third

remained in Lower Canada, while the others went to

Upper Canada and the United States. J
399. Secondly, we have some means of judging o''

*In taking the census at different times between 1800 and 1841, tlie

retuiTis were not always made together. Sometimes districts, or
seigneuries, or counties were omitted. There were besides other
causes of inaccuracy.

t Nearly three millions of emigrants from Britain went direct to
the United States within the period mentioned.

X In the year 1831, there were upwards of .50,000 immigrants. Of
these more than one-half, namely, a(i,500 settled in Upper Canada,
8,-500 remained in the Quebec district, 5,500 in the city and district

of Montreal, 1500 in that of Three Rivers, and from 0,000 to 7,000

moved into the United States.

m
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the general progress by noticing, in different sucocedlnp;-

years, tlie amounts of the revenue and expenditnre for

public objects, the value of the goods imported and ex-

ported, and from the numbers of the ships and isailoi-s

that arrived at the Quebec harbour. Before the year

1 800 the revenues seldom exceeded *100,000. Ten years

hit'r they were about trebled, and continued to increase

ahnost every year, until in 1833 they were not far sliort

of a million of dollars. From that year up to the Union
there w?i3 a less annual revenue, though it usually was
about ^000,000.

Instead of two or three hundred ships, manned by a

couple of thousand sailors, arriving each season at the

Quebec harbour, as was the case about the beginning
of the century, now, upwards of twelve hundred sea-

going vessels, with crews amounting to fifteen oi* sixteen

thousand men, came from beyond the sea. These
brought goods, merchandise and luxuiies, worth nine

or ten millions of dollars, and bore away the grain, fish,

ashes, timber and other products of the Provinces, which
constituted their exports.

400. Next, great public improvements and works,

such as roads, carals, and light, houses, were constant

objects of care, notwithstanding the unhappy dissen-

sions. These matt( ^s must be more particularly noticed

in the next and lasl, part of our history. It is enough
to state here, that, between 1814 and 1837, about

'i53,000,000 dollars were voted by the House of Assembly
for such purposes.

401. With respect to religion, the numbers both of

I^)man Catholic and Protestant clergymen increased

i^reatly, although not in proportion to the wants of tlu'

people. In 1810, there were one hundred and forty

Rjman Catholic clergy, increased to upwards of two

hundred and twenty, in 1833.

A Protestant Bishop, the Reverend Jacob Mountahu
had been appointed for Canada in 1793.* There were

*Mr. Plessis was then the Roman Catholic Bisho;). When Dr.

Mountain arrived he was welcomed by Catholics as well as rrotest-
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lor a long time afterwards but few Protestant ministers
n,' religion. By the year 1825 there were sixty Episco-

I'alian clergymen in both Provinces, but there were
iiiany more ministers of other denominations—Congre-
uiitionalists, Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians.

40!!2. Nor were the claims of education neglected

it I together, although it must be admitted, that, among
t lie )3eople at large, especially in the rural districts, there

i't»ntinued to be very < reat backwardness in this rc-

.-i)ect.* In addition to the means of instruction afforded

1)}' the ancient institutions at Montreal, Three Rivers,

and Quebec, the Seminaries and Ursulines Convents for

«:irls, new establishments were formed from time to time,

as at Nicolet, St. Hyacinthe, St. Rochs and other places.

Also, more particularly after 1826, large sums continued

aii^s. Tlie retired Bishop Briant received him very cordially, saying^

lie was (jriad of liis comine to '' keep his people (ttie Protestants) in

order." A catliedral at Quebec was built throus^h the bounty of
Kina: George the- Third in 1804. In 1806 the Reverend Mr. Stewart,
I)i'l6hging to a noble family, came out and for some years acted as
visiiing missionary. He was much occupied in the Eastern Town-
ships, and, when Bishop Mountain died, succeeded to the Bishopric.
M. Plessis was a very remarkable man, uneaualled by any of his

predecessors, except perhaps tiie first Bishop, M. Laval. Plessis was
liorn in 1700, was of humble family and became Bishop in 1806, and
aftorwards the first Roman Catholic Archbishop of Quebec. It hap-
pened that he died in the same year as Bishop Mountain, namely in
l"5;j5. He was so much respected that the Governor and all the prin-
cipal Protestants at Quebec did honor to his memory by attending
Ills funeral in the same way as they had done when Bishop Mountain
tiled, six months before. The Roman Catholic clergy were so pleased
with that uiaikof respect that they presented an address to the Gov-
ernor on the subjeet. Earl Dalhousie replied that it was "the desire
rf His Majesty's government in Canada to pay them all the respect
and attention in its power." Plessis had been long a member of tlie

Losjisl itive Council. He always exhorted his people to be peaceful,
obedient to the laws, and to defend their country. He has been
styled the ablest of all the Roman Catholic Bishops of Canada. He
es ablished many schools and colleges.

' Of the signers (87,000) of the petition mentioned in a former page,
*.'i'i)), or about one-tenth, were all that could write their names, the
uthirs using their marks or crosses. As late as 1834 the "Constitu-
tional Association" of Montreal complained that of the members of
two grand juries, selected from among the most prosperous inhabit-
ttirs of the rural parishes, only one or two could write their names.
Trustees of schools were expressly allowed by law to attach their
iiiiU ks to their school reports instead of written signatures.

111'!
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to be voted by the Assembly for the encouragement of

elementary eaucation. Societies for the promotion ainl

diffusion of learning were also founded in the cities.* J n

1830 and following years, the House of Assembly voted

from thirty to tifty thousand dollars a year for educa-
tion and schools. In 1832, a bill was passed for apply-

ing the income of the Jesuits* estates to the support of

education, and thus a long vexed question was set at

restf Later, in 1838, under the auspices of Earl Dur-
ham, a Commission was appointed to investigate the

state of education and report suggestions for promotino:

it in the country.

403. A ^reat many other proofs of general progress

might be aaded, relative to provision made for gaols,

hospitals, charities, and benevolent institutions of va-

rious kinds.

404. In 1830, the sum of 112,000 was voted for the

encouragement of steam navigation on the St Law-
rence. As early as 1809, the first steamer, the Accom-
modatiorij made its appearance at Quebec after a voyage
of sixty-six hours from Montreal. Ten years later, steam-

ers were built at Prescott and Lake Erie,J; and soon after-

wards became quite common on the Canadian waters.

405. In 1829, the number of representatives in i\w

Assembly was increased from fifty to eighty-four.

Amonffst these were eight members for the Eastern
Townships, who attended and voted in the House, lor

* The Literary and Historical Society of Quebec was foiindo*! in

1824 by the Governor, Earl Dalhousie. This and the Natural History
Society of Montreal, were supported in part by money voted by the
House of Assembly.

t The House of Assembly seldom hesitated to vote money in favour
of objects connected with the promotion and diffusion of kiiowledir«\
although at that time, there was a great lack of instructors and others
to second their liberality and execute their wishes. In 1830, the sum
of $800 was voted in favour of Joseph Lancaster, a Quaker, to "ou-
able him to make experiments on methods of teaching invented by
him," and also $1600 for M. Chasseur, in addition to $1400 the pre-

ceding session, to aid him in keeping open and extending a " Muse-
um" or collection of objects of natural history in the city of Quebec.

Jin 1819, steamers were employed between Lachine and the Otta-
wa, and fn the same year was made the first trip by steam vessel,

from Buffalo to Michillimakiuac.
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the first time, in IH.'JO. The poople ot* these Town8hi|»s,

numbering about 40,0(X), out of the 70,000, tlie niimhor
of persons of British origin then 8upi)osed to inlmbit

Lower Canada, had sent a petition to England claiming
the right to be represented.*

406. Amongst other indications of progress mention
must be made of the Press.

A great increase in the number of newspapers, both
in Upper and Lower Canada, took place in the course

of the period between 1814 and 1841. The " Canadien,"
which had been suppressed by Sir James Craig, was es-

tablished again in 1831. This, with the paprs men-
tioned in a former page, and the now ones, made thirteen

for Lower Canada In the same year there were nine-

teen newspapers published in the Upper Province, f

Five years later, namely in 1830, the total number of

newspapers in the two provinces had increased from
thirty-two to fifty, as there were, by this time, nineteen
in Lower Canada, and thirty-one in Upper Canada.

Unfortunately, however, the increase of the number
of newspapers was due chiefly to increased bitterness of

feeling in the disputes about public affairs.

407. One of the most calamitous incidents of the
period now under notice, and only less to be deplored
than the troubles which people, by their strife and pas-

sions, brought on themselves, was the occurrence of

that dreadful scourge. Cholera Morbus.]; Canada was
afflicted by it in 1833, and again in 1834. Warnings
and injunctions, to do all that could be done against its

approach, were received beforehand from England,

*In 1833, a company called "The British American Land Com-
pany " was formed in England for promoting the further settlement
of the Eastern Townships. By this company, whose head quarters
were established at Sherbrooke, 850,000 acres of the Crown Lands
were purchased, and a great many emigrants were induced by it to
settle in that section of country.

f Altogether, there were forty-five newspapers at this time pub-
Jislied in British North America, for then, Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick and Prince Edward's Island numbered thirteen also.

J Commonly called the "Asiatic Cholera," because known to pass
westwards from Asia.
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wlicre it appeared in the winter of 1831-32. People in

tlie provinces, were, in fact, somewhat prepared tor the

coming of the cholera, bu^ not for the severity and ter-

rible mortality which ensued.

Upwards of lifty thousand emigi-ants arrived that

season—in 1832—from the British Isles. They brought
with them the dreaded disease. Scarcely had the cold

north-east winds and rains ceased, by which the spring

was ushered in, when, on June 8th, word was brought
to Quebec that about sixty persons had died of cholera

among the passengers of an emigrant ship, just arrived

at Grosse Isle, thirty miles distant. On the very next

day, as if wafted by the wind, the disease was m the

city. Within a few days, leaping as it were, from place

to place, it appeared in Montreal, Kingston, Toronto,

and nearlv all the towns and villages of Western Canada.
Between the 8th and the 16th of June, nearly four

hundred cases were admitted into the General Hospital

at Quebec, of which one hundred and eighty were fatal.

On June 20, in Montreal, one hundred and sixty-five

new cases were reported within twsnty-four hours,

eighty-eight of which were fatal. In the next twenty-

four hours there were one hundred and thirty-seven

cases and seventy-seven deaths.

How many died in Canada from cholera, is not cer-

tainly known, although the number has been estimated

at 20,000, but it continued to scourge and alarm the

inhabitants of both Provinces until the heats of summer
Wi re succeeded by the cool days and nights of October.

It was the most fatal in the Lower Province, and es-

pecially in the city of Quebec. The newspapers of the

period state that out of a population little exceeding
half a million, there died from cholera, in Low^r Cana-
da, more persons, within three months, than were cut

off in England, in a population of fifteen millions, dur-

ing twice the time.

In the city of Quebec, three thousand two hundred
and ninety persons fell victims up to September 30tli.

Such was the rate of mortality here, that it exceeded
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that of any other city—New York, London and Paris
included. " About two-thirds of the cases were those of
residents of the province, not emigrants or new-comers.
The gloomy feelings and despondency of the inliabitants»

both in 1832 and 1834,* were heightened by the pre-

vailing dissensions. Even the presence of the awful
l)estilence did not prevent these from being manifested,

us heretofore, whenever opportunity of exhibiting them
l^'esented itself, f

408. On the 23rd of January 1834, the citizens of

Quebec were the unwillini^ witnesses of a grand but
l)ainful spectacle—the sudden destruction of the lofty

castle of St. Louis. It caught tire about noon. The Gov-
ernor and Lady Aylmer were resident there at the time.

A large crowd assembled, but could do nothing towards
saving the structure. The weather was extremely cold,,

and there were then in the city none of the now com-
mon appliances for extinguishing conflagrations.

The loss of this edifice was a matter ofmuch concern.

It had been commenced by Champlain himself, the

founder of Quebec, and had, since his time, for two
liundred years, been the headquarters of all the French
and British governors of Canada. Its walls had borne,,

without much damage, the effects of the sieges of 1G90,.

K59, and 1775. In 1809, it had received the addition

of a third story, besides other improvements, at a cost of

about 1)60,000. It was not afterwards rebuilt. Some of

its outbuildings have been converted to the nse of tlio

Laval Normal School, and its commanding site is now
the Durham Terrace.

* In this year the Asiatic Cholera made its second appearance in

Canada. The severity and accompanying mortality of the second
visit were greater than in 1832. Quebec and Montreal suffered more
than other places.

t A public meeting was held on July 30th, 1833, at the village of

Debartzch, in the Parish of St. Charles, noted, a few years lattr, as

the scene of a bloody conflict between the insurgents and the force*

of Colonel Wetherall. At that meeting the disputes about public

matters were discussed in an evil and violent spirit. Respecting the

pestilence a resolution was passed, to the effect that, " England will

always be held accountable for permitting an exteu.sive emigratiou
while the cholera was raging."
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PAET FOUETH.

CHAPTER FIRST.

Population of the two Canadas at the Union.—The Legis-

lature.—Seat of Government and Meeting of the First

Parliament.—Measures.—Death of Lord Sydenham.—
Character of the late Governor.—Fruits of the New-

Constitution.—Divisions of the History from 1841 to

1867.

—

United Canada not exposed to all of the Evils

OF former periods.
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409. At the time of the union of the two provinces

in 1841, the population of Upper Canada was 465,000

and of Lower Canada, about 625,000, making a total of

1,090,000. Of this number it has been computed that

there were 480,000 of French origin in both provinces,

and 610,000, descendants of British or other races.

Moreover, as regards religious faith, the Roman Catholics

of United Canada amounted to 585,000, those of all

other denominations, not Roman Catholics, to 405,000.

It was hoped by the well-wish ei*s of the United Pro-

vinces, that, from the time of union, the foundations of

harmony, strength and prosperity would prove to be

established in security. The general nature of the new
constitution has been stated already in a former page.

In the new House of Assembly, the people were repre-

sented by eighty-four elected members—forty-two for

each of the old provinces. The Legislative Council,

consisting at first of life members, named by the Crown,
rame, presently, to be elective also, and to be composed
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of forty-eight members—twenty-four for each province.*

Such being the composition of the new Legislature, the

elections for the first parliament of the union were held

in ^Farch 1841.

Kingston, the ancient Cataraqui and Frontenac, now
ii considerable city, was selected as the seat of govern-

ment. There, on the 13th of June, the Hon. Poulott

Thompson, now Lord Sydenham, opened the first par-

liament.

410. As might have been expected, there were wit-

nessed, in this very first session, traces of ancient dis-

sension owing to party feeling still existing in Upper
and Lower Canada. Accordmgly, two parties were

immediately formed in the Assembly, each member
joining and voting with that of which the views on
public questions agreed best with his own. In conse-

quence, an opposition to the governmentf was formed,

* Governors General of Canada since the passage of the Union Act
of 1841.

NAUES.

Lord Stobnhak, Governor General. .

.

Major General John Clitherow, Deputy
Governor

Sir R. D. Jackson, Administrator
Sir Charles Baoot, Governor General
Lord Metcalfe, Governor General
Lord Cathcabt, Administrator

do Governor General
Lord Elgin, Governor General
Major General W. Rowan, Deputy Gov-

ernor
Lieutenant General W. Rowan, Admin-

istrator during the absence of the
Governor General

Sir E. W. Head, Governor General
Sir William Eyre, Administrator durincr

the absence of the Governor General
Lieatenant General W^illiams, Adminis-

trator during the absence of the
Governor Gteneral

Lord Monck, Administrator -

do Governor General
Lieutenant General Michel, Administra-

tor in the absence of the Governor
General —

FROM

10th Feb., 1841.

18th Sept., 1841.

24th Sept., 1841.

13th Jan. 1812.

30t.h March, 1843.

26th Nov., 1845.

24th April, 1846.

80th Jan., 1847.

29th May, 1849.

23rd Aug., 1853.

19th Dec, 1854.

21st June, 1857.

12th Oct., 1860.

23rd Oct., 1861.

28th Nov., 1861.

SOrh Sept., 1865.

TO

18th Sept., 1841.

19th Sept., 1841.
11th Jan., 1842.

29th March, 184S.
25th Nov., 1845.

23rd April, 1846.

29th Jan., 1847.

18th Dec., 1854.

30th May, 1849.

10th June, 1854.
24th Oct., 1861.

2nd Nov. 1857.

22nd Feb., 1861.
27th Nov., 1861.

13th Feb., 1866.

t There was now, as heretofore, an Executive Council composed of
persons chosen by the Governor. It is this body wliich is commonly

m
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consisting of about twenty Upper Canada members uikI

almost the same number of Lower Canadians.
The affairs proposed to be dealt with at this sessio!i

were very important indeed, for they included the Post
Office aiTangements ; systems of public education iov

each province; the establishment of a municipal svsteiii

to enable the people in cities, towns, and townshvps, to

manage their own local business; finances and the cur-

rency ; the laws relating to duties on goods imported

:

and public works.

A member of the Cabinet, Mr. Baldwin, disagreeing

with his colleagues on some of the above named ques-

tions, resigned his seat as an Executive Councillor ami
joined the opposition in the House.

411. The session lasted until September, when a very

great misfortune occurred.

Lord Sydenham had gone through an immense amount
of exertion, inconvenience, and anxiety% in the course of

his labours in bringing about the union, and through
the difficulties connected with procuring the passage"of

his measures by the House of Assembly. His health was

deeply injured. While taking exercise on horseback, on

the 4th of September, he fell and broke his leg. This

accident, in his weak condition, produced fatal conse-

quences, for he died fifteen days afterwards. On Sep-

tember 18th, by the desire of the dying Governor, Gen-
eral Clitherow was deputed to prorogue the Legislature.

412. Lord Sydenham has been pronounced deserving

styled "the Cabinet" and *'the g:overnraent." Lord Sydenham's
Executive Council consisted of eight. But there was this great dif-

ference between the present and former Executive ConnciK namely,
that, wlien a member of the House was called to be an Execulivi!

Councillor, he lost, for the time, his seat as a representative, until

re-elected. If liis constituents did not choose to re-eleot him, then

he could neither be a member of the House nor act as a Councillor.

Again, the Executive Council or Cabinet could not continue in office

unless it could, In support of its measures, command a majority of

the votes of the members in each branch of the Legislature.
It is this system which is called "Responsible Govtrnment." It

gives the electors, that is the people, a voice in the conduct of public

affairs. Moreover, the Cabinet, as in England, is thus held respon-

sible for all the public acts of the Governor.
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of a high place in Canadian history, on account of his

qualities as a governor, and the success which attended

his conduct of public affairs at a most critical period.

He was a highly gifted person, wise, industrious, perse-

vering, and possessed of vast knowledge and experience

in business. In addition, he was firm, though of a con-

ciliatory spirit. He shewed remarkable tact in over-

coming obstacles, and in winning over to his own views

those public men who differed from him. In short, he

had been selected for his high oflBce by the British gov-

ernment on account of his many noble qualities.*

Agreeably to his own request, expressed shortly before

his decease, his mortal remains were interred at Kingston.

413. The session of parliament had been brought to

a close before the measures referred to in the last page,

were nearly completed, so that it remained for future

parliaments to do this. The important object of intro-

ducing into Canada suitable Municipal and Educational
systems was not actually carried out until a number of

years had elapsed after the time of Lord Sydenham.

f

414, The constitution of 1841 having then been fairly

put into operation, we have now, in this last part of our
history to learn what its fruits were. Although it did
not endure long—for, before it had existed a single

quarter of a century people were heartily tired of it, and
demanded a change—yet, while it lasted, prodigious pro-

gress was made m respect of population, commerce,
wealth, and general prosperity. Also, very important
changes were effected, relating to the tenure of hind in

Lower Canada, and to the clergy reserves in both sections

of the united provinces, by which ancient and exceed-
ingly troublesome causes of dissension were settled for

ever. These, and other great results, which we shall

have to mention, cannot, it is true, be ascribed to the

*In 1840, the title of Baron Sydenham and Toronto was conferred
upon him by Her Majesty Queen Victoria.

t Municipal systems were not organized in Upper and Lower
Canada until the years 1849 and 1850, respectively. See pages 3i0-ol:i
with respect to Municipalities and Education.

Ml
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constitution itself, further than that it rendered p()ssil)lt>.

by legishition, the bringing about of measures which
could never have been carried out under former const 1-

tutions.

Within the compass to which it is necessary to confine

this work, we cannot, of course, describe many details

of the history from 1841 to 18G7. iSuch of these, how-

ever, as it may be proper to introduce, will, for the sake

of clearness, be taken in the following order: firstly, thi-

Governors and Legislatures with their principal acts

and proceedings; secondly, general progress, with a

statement of the chief facts concerned; and, lastly, tlio

facts and causes which led to the repeal of the constitu-

tion of 1841, and to its being replaced by that of 18GT.

415, Happily, in one respect, the period embraced
between 1841 and 1867, will be found to differ signally

from the former periods treated of in this book. For

the course of events in united Canada was not marked
by scenes of warfare, bloodshed, and misery, such as

had afflicted the country on various occasions heretofore.

With one comparatively slight exception,* there was no

invasion of the territory—no war in which Canada was

called upon to take part. At one time, indeed, during

the period, the mother country was involved in a great

foreign war ! f Also, the neighbouring United States,

were exposed to all the horrors of a frightful civil war. J

Canada, however, although necessarily subjected to some
inconveniences, was happily spared.

* The so-called "Fenian Invasion," in 1866.

t The Crimean War, waged by England, France and Italy against

Russia in 1854 and 18.55.

X The civil war which broke out in 1861 and continued to l*i<(6.

. *i
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CHAPTER SECOND.

Sir Charles Bagot, Governor.—Lord Metcalfe, Governor.
—Great Fires in Quebec in 1845.—Earl Cathcart, Gov-
ernor.—Rebellion Losses.—Lord Elgin, Governor.—
Rebellion Losses Bill passed in 1849.

—

Riots in Mon-
treal.—Sir Edmund Head, Governor.—Seat of Gov-
ernment.—North West Territory.—Lord Monck, Gov-
ernor.—^The Fenians.

416. Sir Charles Bagot, the successor of Lord Syd-
enham, arrived in January 1842. His was a brief ad-
ministration, for he died at Kingston in May 1843.
There were, however, several circumstances especially

worthy of mention in connection with his governorship.
When the parliament met, ancient causes of dissension

were made the subjects of debate, and were unnecessa-
rny introduced in connection with all the important
matters proposed for legislation.

Another circumstance, alluded to above, was the pre-
sence, in Sir Charles Bagot's Executive Council, of a
number of men of great talent, who, from that time,

took leading parts m the public affairs of Canada,
amongst whom were Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Daly, Mr. La-
fontaine, and Mr. Hincks.* It was no longer the case

that the favour of the Sovereign's representative in

Canada was absolutely necessary, as in former days, to

a man's promotion in public life. Any one who could
obtain the suffrages of electors could find his way into

the Legislature. When there, if a man's ability, and
other qualifications procured for him many supporters

among his fellow legislators, the governor would be
obliged to summon him to the Executive Council. No

* Several of these gentlemen, after active careers in politics, became
judges. One of them, Mr. Lafontaine, was Premier In five succeed-
ingExecutive Councils, after 1851. Mr. Hincks was a member of ten
different councils between 1842 and 1853, was then knighted and ap-
pointed governor of another British colony. Mr. Daly (Sir Dominick
Daly) also became a Colonial Governor.

^ q
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man, unsupported by the favour of members of the

Le^slature could count on that species of promotion,

which if occasionally accorded to men of inferior ability,

was at least not long enjoyed.

This was, of course, a feature of the system of res-

ponsible government, such as was effectually established

under the constitution of 1841.*

41T. Sir Charles Bagot was succeeded by Lord Met-
calfe, who, in consequence of Sir Charles's failing health,

became Governor General in March, 1843. f
Lord Metcalfe made some appointments to office with-

out consulting his Executive Council. This, and some
other occasions of difference of opinion, led to changes

in the Cabinet, and also to the first dissolution of par-

liament which occurred after the union. New elections

took place, after which, as it had been determined to

change the seat of govemmerit, the second parliament

was summoned to meet at Montreal, on November 28th,

1844. A great deal of party spirit was shewn during

the session, and the measures proposed by the Execu-
tive Council were passed with very small majorities.

Sir Allan McNab was then Speaker of the House of

Assembly.
418. By this time, also, a great change had taken

place in the opinions of many thoughtful persons re-

specting the circumstances connected with the late re-

bellions in Canada. Not only were Louis Papineau and
William Lyon McEenzie permitted to return to the

* It has been already generally explained that the Sovereign in Eng-
land and the Soverewn s r^reeentative—^the Governor General—in

Canada, are not held persoaally accountable to the people for the
course of government that is pursued. Instead of that, their advi-

sers, that Is to say, the members of their Executive Councils, are

made responsible. Accordingly, when the measures proposed are not
approved of by the members of the Legislature, so as to be voted
against by a majority, then, in most cases, the Cabinet or Executive
Councillors go out of (^ce.

t Sir Charles Bagot had requested to be recaUed. He died in King-
ston on May 19th, about two months after surrendering the gover-

norship to Sir Charies Metcalfe, who was raised to the peerage in the

following year.
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country, but they, as well as Dr. Wolfred Nelson, were
elected by large majorities to seats in the Assembly.
Those once notorious agitators, two of whom had openly
taken up arms against the government, came now to be
regarded, by an increasing number of persons, in the

light of men who had merely erred in the defence of

good principles, and whose zeal had carried them too

far in a good cause.*

419. Lord Metcalfe retired in November 1845. He
had resigned owing to illness, being afflicted with a
<;ancer in his face. He was not looked upon as a suc-

cessful governor, but was universally esteemed as a man.
He had previously been governor of Jamaica. He died
shortly after his return to England.
4^0. During Lord Metcalfe's governorship, a terri-

ble calamity befel the inhabitants of Quebec. Great
conflagrations, on May 28th, and June 28th, 1845,
nearly destroyed the city, more particularly the property
situated in St. Roch's and Lower Town. About 34,000
inhabitants were rendered houseless, of whom many,
previously well oflf, were reduced to poverty. For the
relief of the sufferers considerably more than half a mil-

lion of dollars were subscribed in England and America.
421. The next governor was Earl Cathcart. He was

€ommander-in-chief of the forces at the time of Lord
Metcalfe's departure, when he became Administrator,
until appointed Governor General in April 1846. He
continued in office, as Governor, until January 1847,
when the Earl of Elgin succeeded him.

422. The public business in Earl Cathcarfc's time
was of a very important nature. The Legislature pro-

ceeded to deal with questions which had excited much

* other circumstances shewed the change of people's sentiments
about the rebellion. Arrears of salary to Mr. Papineau, computed
to a date after the outbreaks, were paid to him on account of his
former office of Speaker in the House of Assembly.
At tliis time the question of recompensing all persons whose pro-

perty had been destroyed during the rebellion, excepting only those
who had been lawfully convicted of having taken up arms, began to
be commonly discussed.
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feeling amon^ the people—relating to the control of the
Post Office oepartmeiit, the payment of the suflferers

whose property had been destroyed in the rebellion,

Public Education, and the Clergy Reserves.

Respecting the two last named subjects, which will be
referred to again in a future chapter, it is only necessary

to say here, that the final settlement of the Clergy Re-
serves did not take place until 1854, while, for the pro-

motion of Public Education, an important Bill was
])ai?sed in 1846. With regard to the Post Office depart-

ment, there was a desire to assume its entire manage-
ment, under officials responsible to the government of

Canada. At that time it was under the authorities in

England. This matter also was settled in due time,

although several years elapsed before a satisfactory ar-

rangement could be effected. In view of ultimately

providing compensation for losses sustained by individ-

uals during the rebellion. Earl Cathcart appointed com-
missioners to inquire into the nature of all claims. The
difficulty was to distinguish correctly between those

which were just, and those which were altogether un-
founded, or magnified, or brought forward by persons

who themselves had taken part in the resistance to law-

ful authority. Mr. Draper was then the chief of the

cabinet, Mr. Papineau being one of its members. Six

commissioners, who had been named for the work, re-

commended payment for all losses of property occasioned

by the rebellion in Upper Canada. A proposal to this

eifect having been made in the Legislature, the members
opposed to the government agreed to it, on condition

that all the Loyalists, who had been sufferers in Lower
Canada, should alG(; be compensated. Much more, how-
ever, was required to be done before the end in view would
be accomplished. Unhappily, quarrels arose, and an im-

mense amount of excitement and agitation throughout
the province. At the end of three years a Bill for the

regulation of this business was passed and became law,

under painful circumstances, wnich will be stated pre-

sently.
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423. Lord Elgin entered upon the duties of his office

in January 1847. He was Governor nearly eight years,

until December 1854.*

Very important legislation occurred, affecting com-
merce, navigation and the finances of the country.

Hitherto the navigation laws of England had regulated

the trade of Canada. But now those laws were nuicii

changed by the parliament of the mother country, and,

in consequence, Canada was allowed to establisli such

changes as her own wants and interests dictated. In

fact she was left free to regulate her own tariff.f and to

deal with other nations, irrespectively of the conmierco
of England, on such terms as she pleased to concert with

them.f
424. In IS49, Messrs. Lafontaine and Baldwin being

leaders in the Cabinet, and representatives of public

opinion in Lower and Upper Canada, respectively, a Bill

was introduced to pay all suffiBrers § of loss in the rebel-

lion who had not been actually convicted, in courts of

law, of promoting the outbreaks of 1837 and 1838. ^rhis

appeared to afford an opportuni^ of setting up manv
claims in cases of persons who had been rebels, although
their guilt had not been legally proved. The real pur-
pose of the Bill was to pay for all destruction of property

* During his governorship, Lord Elgin was absent for nearly n year
from August 1853. As usual, the commander of the forces, then
General William Rowan, acted in place of the absent Governor, under
the title of Administrator, from August, 1853, to June, "854.

tThe scale of duties or taxes imposed on goods ira; orted or ex-
ported.

Jit must not be understood by this that Canada had the power, at

this time, of making treaties like an independent lation, without the
sanction of England. What is stated means, merely, that she could
now regulate the duties to be paid by the ship-owners and mercliants
of other countries, including even those of England, as well as pre-
scribe the taxes to be paid by those who exported g(-ods from the
Province. The merchants of England afterwards complained of the
taxing of their good's sent to Canada.

^ A sum of about $10,000 had been already paid to sufferers in

Lower Canada in consequence of the action taken in 1846. The pre-
sent action was for paying the remainder, or the balance due on all

claims against which the commissioners had not reported.

h .'
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by rebels, but not to reward rebels themselves. How-
ever, intense excitement was occasioned throughout the

provinces when it became known that the passage of the
" Rebellion-Losses Bill " might involve, in some cases,

the compensation of persons who had been open or se-

cret supportei's of the outbreaks. Great public meetings

were held, at which the proposals of the government
were loudly denounced. But, nevertheless tlie Bill was
l)assed, and Lord Elgin felt it to be his duty to assent

to it, on April 26th, 1849. "No pay to rebels" had
become a watchword of the opponents of the measure,
who even were treasonable in their language, openly

expressing themselves willing to cast away their alle-

giance to the crown of England, and advocating annex-
ation to the United States. Owing to the passage of

the Bill, riots took place, in the Upper Province, as well

as in Lower Canada. In Montreal, the Governor was
insulted and his carriage broken, as he was returning
from the House after assenting to the Bill. The resi-

dences of the members of the Executive Council were
attacked by the mob.

In course of the riot at Montreal, a cry was raised " to

the Parliament House!" Thither the mob proceeded,

and, after putting an end to the business going on with-

in the walls, by noise and shouts, and the breaking in

of doors and windows, forced their way into the Legis-

lative halls. Desks, tables and benches were soon broken
to pieces.* Many gentlemen who endeavoured to op-

pose the torrent of violence, and to save pictures and
l)apers, were maltreated.

Presently the work of violence was completed bv set-

ting tire to the Parliament buildings. Smoke and names
issuing from the basement induced many to make efforts

to save the library and public records. But these efforts

were vain. The flames spread rapidly, and a vast con-
flagration ensued, in which public property, exceeding
in value the amount voted in the Rebellion-Losses Bill^

* A nif9an seated himself in the Speaker's chair, and in derision^
waived his hand, shouting "I dissolve this House."
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d in derision.

was destroyed.'" In some respects the amouut of the
loss could not bo estimated, siuce that of the Records,
and of the Library, including a large number of impor-
tant documents relating to Canadian and American tiis-

tory, could never be replaced.

These events were sincerely deplored by all well dis-

posed persons. Lord Elgin was presented witli addresses,

ex{)ressive of sympathy and admiration of his firm reso-

lution in performing what he considered to be his duty.

The Earl tendered his resignation to the English gov-
ernment. But the home authorities also approved of

his conduct, and declined to recall him.

425. The disgraceful proceedings which have been
related put an end to legislation for that year. In the

course of time, the excitement ceased. But the Gover-
nor transferred the seat of government from Montreal
to Toronto.

426. Lord Elgin's governorsliip was extremely im-

portant for CanSia, on account of numerous great

questions which were either settled, or brought into a

snape ready for settlement. The peace and progress of

the province were deeply concerned in bringing them
all to an issue. They were chiefly the following, name-
ly: the Clergy Reserves system of Upper Canada; Post

Office department; Railwaj^ projects; the Seigniorial

Tenure of Land; and Reciprocity in trade with the

United States.t Foundations of future progress and

* It was estimated that upwards of half a million dollars worth of

property was destroyed. The Rebelllon-LoflBea Bill was for the

amount of £100,000 currency.

t A full account of the agitation and Bcttlement of all these matters
would be unsuitable fn a book like this, and the following must suf-

fice ; the ClergT Reserves question was arranged in 1854 ; the election

of Legislative Councillors was provided for bv an alteration of the

Constitution of 1841, which took effect In 1856; the Separate School

svstem of Upper Canada began in 1851 ; in the same year (1851) the

Post Office came under the Canadian government instead of being

managed in England, and the uniform charge of five cents per letter

for postage was introduced ; in 1851 and following years the present

great railroad system was begun by the Legislature of Canada, includ-

ing the (irand Trunk Railway ; in 1854 and 1855, Reciprocity with the

United States, and the end of the Seigniorial System were brought
about.
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the removal of long standing causes of strife in tli(3

country were the ends aimed at and secured, by tlie

laws passed.

4:21, The Earl of Elgin was succeeded, at the close

of the year 1854, by Sir Edmund Head.
Sir Edmund's governorship lasted seven years, until

the month of October 1860, and was remarkable, in the

first place, for the actual carrying out, or perfecting, of

several of the great measures introduced or provided for

under his predecessor. The large sum of $2,600,000 was
voted by the Legislature, in order to recompense the

Seigneurs for what they would lose by the change of

law respecting the tenure of land. This was done in

1855, and, in the following year, the change of consti-

tution already mentioned, and by which Legislative

Councillors came to be elected, was completed. *

Various improvements continued to be made, by legis-

lation, in regard to all the imj)ortant interests of

Canada, some of which will be noticed in the ensuing
chapter, among the statements relative to general pro-

fress. In fact, for some time after the departure of

iord Elgin, a state of comparative concord took the

place of former strife about public affairs. The activity

of public men was then mostly exercised in devising the

means of turning to account measures already adopted.

Peace and prosperity seemed as if about to become the

settled lot of Canada. But, presently, one of the very

I >!
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:
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* For this purpose the whole province was divided into forty-eight
electoral districts. Of the forty-eight elected members, twelve were
to go out of office, and new elections for as many to be held, at the
end of every two years, so that every eight years the entire Council
would be changed, except as respected those members who might
be re-elected. But at first the old and appointed members were al-

lowed to rf.main until removed by death or otherwise, so that it would
be some time before all the sitting members would be those elected
by the people. It will be seen that this system was again changed in

1867. Three years before the change was made in regard to the Le-
gslative Council, namely in 1853, the number of members of the
ouse of Assembly was raised from eighty-four to one hundred and

thirty. Although Upper Canada was increasing in population faster

than Lower Canada, the number of members for each was still ke]>t

equal, sixty-five in place of forty-two.
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causes or proofs of prosperity—the more rapid increase

of inhabitants in Upper Canada—introduced new sub-

jects of agitation and excitement. It will be seen that

this not only occasioned much perplexity in regard to

the conduct of public affairs, but also resulted in bring-

ing to an end the constitution of 1841, and in the estab-

lishing of the one under which we now live.

42S, It has been mentioned that the seat of gov-

ernment in the times of Lord Sydenham, Sir Charles

Bagot and Lord Metcalfe, was at Kingston. The last

named Governor, in 1844, summoned the Legislature of

United Canada to meet in Montreal, whence, on account
of the disturbances in 1849, Lord Elgin transferred the

meetings of Parliament to Toronto. From that time To-
ronto and Quebec, by turns, became the seat of govern-
ment. This moving system was found to be tiresome and
expensive, so that efforts were made to establish some one
fixed place for headquarters. No agreement, however,
could be come at, as to the most sui&ble. Many times
the subject was debated in the House, and voted upon
in vain. At length the Legislature petitioned the Queen
to decide, when Her Majesty, in 1858, appointed the
city of Ottawa* to be the future capital of Canada.
4^9. During the latter part of Sir Edmund Head's

governorship, public attention in Canada vins much
roused in regard to adjacent territories, commonly cfJled
the North West, which, since the year 1670, had remained
subject to a trading society—The Hudson Bay Company.
That region was mostly devoted to the occupation of

Indians, and Canadian hunters, who brought in tlii^

products of the chase and traded with the Company's
servants at their different posts. In course of time a
settlement was formed, in a fertile valley watered by the
Red River, which runs northwards into Lake Winnipeg.
Here, in the year 1813, the Hudson's Bay Company had
sold to Lord Selkirk, for a large sum of money, a tract

* Formerly named Bytown, after Colonel By, who had been much
concerned in the construction of the Rideau Canal between the river
Ottawa, at Bytown, and Lake Ontario, at Kingston.

1
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of more than fifty millions of acres.* To reach the Red
River settlement, the traveller has to pass beyond Ijake

Superior towards the Lake of the Woods, and thence,
still pursuing a northwesterly route, to Fort Garry, the

principal station or capital. Although it was so distant,

and far north, situated in the very heart of the North
American continent, the people of Canada desired to in-

clude the North West under their own government, hop-

iijf> to establish fresh colonies, and, ultimately, to extend
the province across the continent to British Columbia.

This great scheme, however, though fiivoured by the

British Government, was not immediately carried out.

In fact, its completion was reserved for the time when
a still larger project—the union of the British North
American colonies—was destined to be brought about.

430. Sir Edmund Head's governorship ended in Oc-
tober 1861, when the last of the Governors General of

United Canada, Viscount Monck, succeeded him.f
431. The conduct of public affairs during Lord

Monck's administration was marked by want of concord
in the Legislature, and towards its close, by the com-
pletion of the great project mentioned above. Although
Canada continued to improve wonderfully in regard to

population, resources, and general progress, yet the lead-

ing men of the Legislature were divided into parties so

strongly opposed to each other that serious results

seemed, for a time, hkely to ensue. It would be impos-

sible here to give all the particulars. A few statements,

however, will suffice to show the condition in which
affairs came to be placed.

Those who opposed the government were often able,

* The Hudson's Bay Company afterwards bought back the land

sold to Lord Selkirk. The Red River settlement had ten or eleven

thousand Inhabitants about the time when Lord Monck became Gov-
ernor of Canada.

t From June to November 1857, and agahi from October 1860 to

February 1861, Sir Edmund Head was absent, and during those inter-

vals, replaced by Administrators, General Sir William Eyre and
General Sir Fenwick Williams. The completion of the Victoria

Bridge and the visit of the Prince of Wales, while Sir Edmund was
Governor, are noticed in the ensuing chapter.



DIFFICULTIES OF LEGISLATION. 290

by the number of votes, to prevent the passage of a BilL

When one did pass, it was by a small majority of two or

three. In fact, the most necessary measures, such as
voting the supplies, could be carried only by peimission
of the "opposition."

The majority of members representing Upper Canada
were often hindered in obtaining laws useful for their

province by the minority. This was managed through
the aid of the Lower Canada minority, who were also

able to hinder good legislation in their section. The con-
sequence was mutual dissatisfaction in both provinces.

Change after change was made in the government
itself, that is, the persons composing the Cabinet or
Executive Council. No less than five such changes
occurred in two years, between May 1862 and June
18(>4. There were also new elections of members of the
House of Assembly. But the result was always the
same. The new Cabinets could not obtain sufficient

support in the new Houses to outvote the "opposition."

The numbers of members on opposite sides were always
too nearly equal. Neither party would give way, and
there came to be in the Legislature what was called a
"deadlock." Li the course of debates in the House,
members sometimes ceased to be polite towards each
other, uttering threats and taunts across the floor.

Meanwhile, people outside, in the province, and in Eng-
land, who had anything to do with Canada in matters
of commerce or money, lost confidence. The credit of

the province was seriously damaged. Altogether, such
was the state of things that many thoughtful persons
supposed the time drawing near when scenes like those

of 1837 and 1838 would be witnessed again.

Before the year 1851, it was supposed that Upper
Canada had quite as many inhabitants as Lower Canada;
und, when the census was taken, it turned out that it

had 62,000 more. The next census, that of 1861, shewed
51 much greater difference, namely, 285,000. Upper
Canada was plainly increasing in population faster than
the Lower Province. Consequently the Upper Cana-

,.i;-]
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dians demanded that the numbers of representatives for

the two provinces should no longer remain equal, as hud
been settled in the constitution of 1841. But the Lower
Canadians would not permit or agree to such a change.
This difference between the two provinces was the oc-

casion of many of the difficulties of legislation which
which have been adverted to. " Representation by pop-
ulation," the demand of Upper Canada, became a sort

of motto, or party cry. The leaders and members of

the House, on that subject, formed two almost evenly
balanced parties, one for, and the other against, the

change of constitution. So matters went on until 18G4,

when the difficulties seemed past remedy.
But, through the providence of God, a remedy was

devised, namely. Confederation of the British Nortli

American Provinces, which forms the subject of the last

chapter of this history.

432. While these contentions were going on in tlie

Legislature of Canada, the civil war between the United
States and the Confederate States of America was raging.

Owing to an act of an American Commodore,* there

was some danger of England, and consequently, of

Canada becoming involved. Troops were even sent out

in the autumn of 1861, to be in readiness for expected

hostilities. Although these were happily averted, yet,

during the continuance of the struggle, it often seemed
scarcely possible for Canada to escape being drawn in.

Some of her newspapers openly advocated the cause of

the Confederates, whose refugees were received in Cana-
dian cities with marks of sympathy. This much dis-

pleased the government and people of the northern

Stat 3S, and incidents occurred, from time to time, of a

nature to foster hostile feelings. f Towards the end of

* See foot note, page 288, relative to passengers forcibly removed
from the English mail-steamer Trent.

+ Notwithstanding their displeasure the people of the North were
glad to receive into their armies recruits from Canada. A great
many Canadians of French origin—it is said, more than 40,000 at one
time—served in the Northern ranks, enticed by the high pay and the

bounties.
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Ircibly removed

the civil war, in 1865, the time of the Reciprocity Treaty
expired, and the American government refused to have
it renewed. This was a source of loss and injury to both
countries.*

433. There was at this time in the Uniked States a
society, or brotherhood, consisting of persons who styled

themselves Fenians. They were Irish settled in the
States, or of Irish descent. Their declared object was
to separate Ireland from Great Britain by force, and,
with that view, to begin by attacking and seizing Canada.
At various points along the borders, but more especially

at Buffalo and some other places in the State of New
York, these people collected in considerable numbers,
'i'hey made a parade of drilling bodies of armed men, and
of gathering together munitions of war in preparation

for the invasion of Canada. The militia of Canada were
ordered out and the regular troops then in the province
were held in readiness by General Michel. In the month
of June 1866, incursions across the frontiers actually

took place. A large body established itself, at the site

of the ancient Fort Erie. Other bands made their ap-
pearance on the fix)ntiers of Vermont.
More excitement was occasioned in Canada by these

movements than the circumstances warranted, for, as a
militarv display, the whole affair was contemptible.

Nevertheless an encounter took place between the law-
less invaders and a body of volunteers, whose too great

zeal impelled them to move forward in advance of the
regular troops. Several of the young men lost their

lives and there was some destruction of property. But
when the troops came up, the invaders hastened to re-

cross the boundary. Some of their number were cap-

tured and lodged in gaol. The movement from Vermont
was es'^ily repulsed after the exchange of a few distant

shots. Although the militia of the province was easily

able to defend the country against such hordes of rut-

* This Treaty had lasted ten years. It caused a great mcrease m
the trade between the province and the States. In the very first year
itt> volume increased from two niillious to twenty millions of dollars.

..f
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fians as those who had ventured across the borders, yet,

since the authorities in the States did not see fit to stop

t'le Fenian demonstrations within their own territory,

the people of Canada were, for a long time, put to ex-

pense and inconvenience, through the necessity of con-

tinuing prepared to repel any fresh incursion.

434. In a preceding article a general description has

been given of the difficulties which beset the manage-
ment of public affairs; and it is there stated that, hap-

pily, means of surmounting them were at length found.

The first and most necessary step was for the leading

men to lay aside for a time their differences, and meet
each other in a purely patriotic spirit, in order to see if

they could settle, among themselves, upon some united

course of action. This was not only aii unusual but

also a difficult step to take. Nevertheless, to their great

credit be it said, the party leaders did adopt it, in the

most frank and praiseworthy manner. Canada, in her

previous history, had never wanted for eminent men to

guide her counsels and defend her from enemies. From
the days of the noble Champlain down to the period to

which we now allude, we have a grand list of distin-

guished men, such as would grace the annals of any
country. The leading public men of the period from

1841 to 1867, were not one whit behind their predeces-

sors, although so differently situated. Representing

freat communities, they could not in the halls of the

legislature, either abandon the interests confided to

them, or agree upon the measures by which those inte-

rests were to be promoted. But when they laid aside

party spirit, and sacrificed their personal feelings and
views, and when they came together with the disposi-

tion mentioned above, they were enabled to anive at

results of the utmost value to their country. Seizing

their opportunity, they, as it were at one stroke, suc-

ceeded in laying the foundations of a great and free

nation, thus accomplishing more than all the eminent
public men who had gone before.

fi^'i f
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General Progress.—Population.—Trade and Commerce.—
Debt.—Public Works.—International Exhibition of

185 1. — Railways.—Victoria Bridge. —Visit of ttik

Prince of Wales in i860.—The Prince in the United
States.—International Exhibition of 1862.

—

Municipal

System.—Pubuc Education. (A. D. 1841-1867.)

435. We shall judge of the general progress of United
Canada by the saipe means as before, namely, the in-

crease of population, the finances, public works, state of

education, and the other leading particulars upon which
the advancement of a country depends. When these

are examined, the growth of the province will be seen

to have been wonderfully rapid after the year 1841.

436. It was stated in Art 398, that the total popu-
lation was upwards of 1,000,000 at the time of the union
in the last named year. In ten years it increased to

1,842,000,* and ten years later still, when another cen-

sus was taken, it was upwards of 2,500,000.t Such, in

fact, was the rate of increase, that another period of ten

years might be expected to bring up the population of

the two provinces to 3,500,000 souls, f
437* During the same two periods, from 1841 to

1851, and from 1851 to 1861, the numbers of immi-
grants landed at Quebec were not so great as before, nor
did so many of them remain in Canada. By immigra-
tion alone, it is thought, the additions to the number of

people were not more than at the rate of about five or

six thousand a year, while the arrivals at the port of

Quebec, during each period of ten years, were not less

than the quaHer of a million. Ii became a practice

* Census of 1851—Upper Canada, 952,000.

Lower Canada, 890,000.

^ Census of 1861—Upper Canada, 1,396,000.

Lower Canada, 1,111,000.
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with the immigrants to pass on from Canada into the

United States.*

438. The trade and finances of the country could
not be shewn distinctly without going into details too

tedious for these pages. Yet these are the most neces-

sary matters to be looked into when forming an opinion
respecting prosperity and progress, so that some of the

results at least must be stated.

About the time of the union of the two Oanadas, the
revenues of both did not much exceed a million of dol-

lars. Taking one year with another, the increase of

revenue, from 1841, appears to have been at the rate of

half a million of dollars, so that by 1861 the total was
not far short of ten millions. The values of imported
goods and of the products of the country exported in-

creased still faster. By 1851, the imports came to twenty-

one, and exports to tnirteen millions. Ten years later,

these were about forty and thirty-six millions respectively.

The improvement thus shewn was great, especially as tlie

value of the exports was approaching nearer to that of

imports. The nature of the exportea goods also shews
what was being done in the province. They consisted

of the various products of agriculture, of the forest, of

the waters, animal products, minerals, manufactures,

ships, and sundry others. The returns for the year from
1865 to 1866, shew the value of exports about fifty-six

millions of dollars, while that of the imports amounted
to three millions less. In that year the duties or taxes

received on imports gave to the Canadian revenue the

considerable sum of 17,330,000.
From these statements we can form some judgement

of the vast growth of the trade and commerce of Canada
since 1841.

* The population of the cities of Canada, Montreal, Quebec, Toron-
to, Hamilton, Kingston and London, increased, of course, with that

of the proviuce generally, as is seen in the following table.

1&51 1861 1851 1861

Montreal 57,700 ... . 90,800 Ottawa 7,700 ... . 14,700

Quebec 42,000. . . .51,100 Kingston 11,600. . . .13,7(»0

Toronto 30,700.. . .44,800 London 7,000.... 11,500

IJamilton 14,100. . ..19,100
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da into the 439. The province had long been able to provide

from its revenues the amounts necessary for the pay-

ment of the ordinary expenses of the government. But,

after paying those ordinary expenses she had not enough
money left to construct or to aid in the public woi-ks

judged requisite for her present and future wants—such

as canals, railways, public buildings, roads and bridges,

harbours, light houses, and some other undertakings;.

Without these works, Canada must have remained be-

iiind most other countries; to possess them, she has

l)et'n obbged to incur a heavy debt, for the repayment
ot* which, as well as the interest, her future revenues are

pledged. The canals, and other works for improving
the navigation of rivers, were provided at the prodigious

cost of about twenty-two millions of dollars.* But from
these there is an annual income. For railways, of which
none are public property, the government contributed

not less than twenty millions of dollars; for roads and
bridges, about seven millions.

Afl these works, though they have been so expensive,

and the causes of a heavy public debt, vastly increase the

importance of the provmce, and, in various ways, min
ister to the wants and the prosperity of the people.

440. The advancement of Canada in material things,

since 1841, has been rapid and continuous. This is

shown by a number of instances. In 1847, railways

* Some idea of the extent and value of these public works can be
formed when it is stated that since those of the St. Lawrence were
completed, ships of 400 tons burden can be navigated all the way
i)et\veen the head of Lake Superior and the ocean, upwards of 2000
miles. The canals themselves are necessary for about seventy-two
miles of that distance. They ejiable vessels to avoid the rapids and
shallow pai'ts of the St. Lawrence. Tolls are charged to vessels
passing through them, and thus a very large income is raised, espe-
( ially from the Welland canal, between Lakes Ontario and Erie,
twenty-eight miles long, the most costly but most profitable of all.

Formerly it used to cost upwards of one dollar for conveying a bar-
rel of flour from Toronto to Montreal. Now, through the advantage
of canals, the cost is reduced to eighteen or twenty cents.

There are other canals besides those of the St. Lawrence—as the
Rideau, one hundred and twenty-seven miles long, the Ottawa canals,
seventeen miles, the St. Ours and the Chambly, by which the St.

Lawrence is connected with Lake Champlain. The Lachine csmal for
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were fairly begun, for there were upwards of forty milos'

finished, and in the same year, the electric telegraph avus

introduced. By 1849, most of the canals were com-
pleted. In 1850 extensive preparations were made for

enabling Canada to take a foremost part in the Exhibi-
tion or World's Fair lield in London, in 1851. On tliis

occasion, the province outshone other British colonies

in some important particulars, especially in the display

of minerals, timber, and some agricultural products. lii

1853, the works of the Grand Trunk Railway, and the

formation of the Montreal Ocean Steamship Company,
marked the dawn of a new era, as respected both inland

communication and the rapid, certam and comfortable

conveyance of passengers, as well as letters and freight,

between Quebec and Liverpool. From that time up
to the present day there has been a constant increase uf

the facilities which those great undertakings were de-

signed to promote.
Meanwhile, the Post Office department had become

wholly Canadian, postage stamps were introduced,?ind the

charge reduced to five cents, throughout the province.

441. Two important circumstances rendered the year

1860 memorable in the history of Canada—the comple-

ftvoiding the rapids nearest above Montreal is eight and one-half miles
lODfi^.

Most of the existing canals of Canada were finished before the end
of the year 1850.

ST. LAWRENCE CANALS.

Ckdlops Canal
Point Iroquois Canal
Rapid Piatt Canal
Farren's Point Canal
Cornwall Canal, Long Sault
Beauhamois Canal, Coteau
Cedars. Split Rock, Cascade Rapids
Lachine (Janal, Lachine Rapids
Fall on portions of the St. Lawrence between

canals from Lake Ontario to Montreal
From Montreal to tide water at Three Rivers. .

.

FEET



VlCTOIilA JUilDGE, 307

i.E3 LOCKS FEET

tion of the Victoria Bridge, and the visit of the Prince
of Wales, Queen Victoria's eldest son.

That bridge, which now joins the north and south
banks of the St. Lawrence at Montreal, had been con-

structed after the plans of Messrs. Keefer and Ross, and
of the celebrated English engineer, Robert Stephenson.
It was a truly gigantic undertaking as respcted amount
of work done, cost, and extraordinary diflBculties to be

overcome. It suipassed, in fact, everything of the kind
in the world.

44St The members of the Assembly, in the name of

the people of Canada, had resolved to celebrate the

opening of the Victoria Bridge to traffic, after a fashion

worthy of the occasion. The Speaker of the House, Sir

Henry Smith, was despatched to England with an ad-

dress to the Queen, soliciting Her Majesty to visit her
Canadian subjects. The Queen replied that she could
not herself respond to the invitation, but that she would
send her eldest son, the Prince of Wales, in her stead.

Accordingly, Albert Edward, then in his nineteenth
year, came out to Canada, attended by the British Colo-

nial Secretary, the Duke of Newcastle. The occasion

and stated object of his visit was the opening of the

Victoria Bridge; but the opportunity was employed to

enable him to make the tour of the British North Ame-
rican Provinces, and afterwards, that of a considerable

part of the United States.

The Governor General, attended by his Ministers of

State, went down to Gaspe Bay, and there, on Tuesday,
August 14th, received the Prince, and welcomed him to

Canada. On the same day the squadron which had
brought him from England, with the other vessels winch
had, by this time, joined it, proceeded on the voyfige up
the St. Lawrence.
443i On Saturday, August 25th, the openipg of tlie

Victoria Bridge was celebrated in the presence of a great

concourse of people. The Prince received and rei>]ied

to an address presented by the president of the Board
of Railroad Directors. A vast platform had been cuu-

II
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stmctod, standing ni)on which the Prince then per-

formed the ceremony of placing the last stone which
crowns the arch of the grand entrance to the bridge.

Pn)ceeding next to the middle of the bridge, he inserted,

ivith his own hand, the last of the million of bolts or

rivets by which the plates of the enormous tubes were

f r-fened together. The ceremonies weiT concluded l)y

; irnind banquet, attended by the I*rince and his suite.

Tho (lovernor General, Directors of the Grand Trunk

vicrouiA BKim^JC.

Company, and six hundred guests from all parts of

Canada.
444, The Prince of Wales' progress through British

America and the United States was attended with cir-

cumstances of the most striking character. There was
everywhere the most lavish display of joy and enthu-
siasm. In the United States, many of the principal

cities were visited. His progress from first to last was
one continued ovation. Indeed, the citizens of the great

republic may be said to have placed Her Majesty's sub-

jects under a heavy obligation by the manner in which
they treated the future king of England, who was also

the great grandson of king George III. against whom
their fathers had rebelled.
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445. Ill Mjc your rullowino; the Prince of Wales' visit

prepunitions were niaile, <>ii un i-xU-'iuled scale, for ena-

bling Canada to take part in the IntiTnational Exliil)i-

tion of London. She had, as already mentioned, dia-

tinguishod herself on a previous occasion, in 1851, aud
also in 1855, at Paris.

The International Exhibition of London in 180:^,

afforded the nations of the world the greatest and best

opportunity they had ever enjoyed of comparing them-
selves with each other in regard to the possession of

natural resources, as well as their progress in modes of

turning those resouixjes to account. It enabled them
to note, each for its own future advantage, the advance-
ment made in all the various arts of life, in science, skill,

and manufactures—the condition, in short, of the prin-

cipal families of mankind, in regard to all those things
upon which happiness and civilization depend.
Canada again contributed to the wonderful display of

products of the forest, the soil, the waters, and of hu-
man skill, and again, as in 1851 and 1855, by means of

her minerals, timber and agricultural riches, stood fore-

most among the colonies of Great Britain.*

446, The material progress of Canada since 1841,

having now been described as fully as is suitable to tlie

purposes of this book, it is necessary to notice marks of

advancement of another kio'i

Before 1841, the inhabitaifets of the country towns,

villages and settlements, had not the power of uniting

for the furtherance of local ob><^'ts—roads, bridges, and
various improvements. Individuals might attend to the

improvement of their private property as much as they

r<;
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* Prince Albert, the consort of Her Majestyj took a leading part in

the preparations for the International Exhibition of 1862. But, a few
months before its opening, he was removed by death. This event
was universally deplored. It happened in December 18G1. Shortly
before, great excitement was occasioned in Great Britain and Canada
through the forcible seizure of Mason and Slldell, passengers on board
the Trod, an English mail steamer, by Wilkes, an Amencan Commo-
dore. This nearly caused a war between England and the United
States.

ff.
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pleased. But in regard to matters concerning the gene-
ral benefit, people were obliged to have recourse to the
Legislature for the power to act. It is plain that, under
sucli a system, not only would important local improve-
ments be often left neglected, but also the business of
the Legislature was made to include a great many
aftiiirs in which the people of the province at large felt

little or no concern.

To put an end to this, the Municipal system was
inti'oduced. This consists in the management of their

local affairs by the people themselves. Councils are

formed in every city, town, township, and county,* the
inhabitants electing a certain number of members to

represent them. Seven is the number of members of

township and village municipalities. The Municipal
Councils have power, by Law, to levy taxes for all local

purposes, and to expend the money for the benefit of

the municipalities. They can borrow money on the

credit of the property of the inhabitants, and they can
deal with local matters too numerous and various to be
specified here—including, however, the care of high-
ways and bridges, licences, markets, and maintenance
of jails.

Upper Canada took the lead in carrying out the mu-
nicipal system. At various times, as in 1841, 1847,

1849, 1855, the Legislature passed laws on the subject,

and the system became gradually and thoroughly estab-

lished, first in Upper, and then in Lower Canada.f

*A county council is composed of the heads (Reeves in Upper
Canada, Mayors in Lower Canada) of the municipalities of the county.
A county council is a sort of general or larger municipal council for
all the inhabitants of the county.

+ By 1865, including the great municipal corporations of the cities

and larger tOAvns, Upper Canada had, in the dilierent counties, nearly
300,000 rate-payers whose property was assessed or rated at nearly
333 millions of dollars ; Lower Canada 300,000 rate-payers assessed
at 100 millions.

To raise money at moderate rates of interest for municipal pur-
poses, the Provincial Government pledged its own credit, the muni-
cipalities undertaking to pay interest tmd principal. Thus a large
debt was created, called the Jfunicijiol Loan Fund,

riii
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447. The next important feature of progress is the
system of Public Education.
Although, in the beginning of the century, the then

eight districts of Upper Canada had, in each, a public

Grammar School, the plan of Common Schools, for the

advantage of the people at large, was not begun until

1810. Tnen, 30 years more elapsed before the system was
brought into what could be called good working order.

By this time the Legislature had frequently and use-

fully concerned itself. A Superintendent of Schools and
a Council of Public Instruction had been appointed for

that section of the Province. By these authorities, in

the course of ensuing years, numerous Grammar Schools,

and upwards of 4000 Primary, or Common Schools, have
l)L'en established.

In 1847, the important step was taken of founding,

for Upper Canada, a Normal School, for the purpose of
l)roviding in future a supply of trained and qualified

instructors.*

Mention must also be made of the higher institutions.

These consist of 4 universities, and VZ colleges, and col-

legiate seminaries, t

In Lower Canada, an attempt to establish a public

system of education was made in the commencement
of the century, under the care of a body called the
" Royal Institution." But very small progress was made,
until the common school system was introduced in 1841.

In that and succeeding years, more particularly in 1845,

1846, 1849, 1851, 1855 and 1856, various new laws, and

* Female Education in Upper Canada was promoted by the estab-
lishment of girls' academies in the cities and principal towns. The
teaching of religion, according to the principles of any particular re-

liijfious denomination, being otherwise provided for, is disconnected
ffom the daily routine of the public schools. The law, however,
permits the members of the Roman Catholic Church to establish
Separate Schools.

+ The advance of Education in Upper Canada is seen in the follow-
ing- Table: inlSSl 1856 1801

Institutions of all kinds.... 3,240 3,815 4,460
Pupils 175,9H0 2G:i,900 344,100
Population 950,500 1,396,000

i
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amendments of the old ones, were passed by the Legisla-
ture, for the purpose of promoting the object.* In 1857,
Normal Schools and a Journal of Education, as well as a
council of Public Instruction, and a system of supervision
of schools by means of Inspectors, were established. It

was found more difficult, and a work of longer time, to
make arrangements for pubhc education in Lower than
iu Upper Canada. But by degrees those now existing

were brought about, f

For school purposes the inhabited parts of Lower Can-
ada were divided into School-Municipalities. These are

'.iii«

* At first, the Hon. Mr. Jamieson was named Superintendent of
Education for all Canada, with the Rev. Mr. Murray and Dr. MeU-
leur for the Provinces respectively. Subsequently, Dr. Ryerson for
Upper Canada, and Dr. Meilleur for Lower Canada came into office,

Vagi former of whom, established, in his section, the present system,
which has been greatly commended. The latter, Di\ Meilleur, at a
time when it was far more diflOicult than at present to procure correct
statistics, made inquiries personally throughout the country. The
results enabled him to found a system which led to that now exist-

ing. Upon his recommendation the required legislation was begun,
and to some extent carried out, for the proper division of the country
into School Municipalities and Districts of Izispection, for the establish-
ing of Normal Schools, and various other provisions which have since
regulated the educational affairs of the Province. He retired in 1856,
and was succeeded by the Hon. Mr. Chauveau, under whom the
system now (1U69) existing was established.

t Before the beginning of this century, education for boys could
be had only at Quebec and Montreal—namely at the Jesuits' College,
Quebec, founded in 1632, the Quebec Seminary, 1663, and the Semi-
nary of Montreal, 1773. There was, afterwards, Nicolet College in

1804, St. Hyacinthe College in 1811. and, later, a few others before
the introduction of Common Schools.
What opportunities the inhitbitants had for educating girls will be

seen from the following list of places where schools were established
Quebec (Ursulines) 1640
Ste. Famine 1685
Pt. aux Trembles (Mont.).. 1690
Three Rivers (Ursulines)... 1697
Boucherville 1703
La Prairie 1705

Pt. aux Trembles (Quebec). 1713
Lake of Two Mountains 1720
General Hospital (Quebec) .

.

1735
St. Francis 1763
St. Denis 1783
Pt. Claire 1784

Among the earliest of the modem Protestant Schools, were, the
High School of Quebec in 184'i, and Bishop's College School, 1845,

and, later, the High School of Montreal, and St. Francis College,
Richmond.
The two Protestant Universities, McGill College and Bishop's Col-

lege, were founded in 1827 and 1843, respectively. Morin College,
Quebec, affiliated to McGill, was founded in 1850.
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sometimes entire townships, and are subdivided into

School-Districts, as required by the inhabitants. \Vhen-
-ever those of a different religious faith from that of the

majority desire it, Dissentient School Municipalities are

formed, to answer the same purposes as the Separate

School system of Upper Canada. The rate-payers, or

owners of property in each municipality elect persons to

manage their school affairs, and thus are formed the

Boards of School Commissioners and School Trustees.*

We shall close this subject by stating, that, during the

fifteen years ending in 1867, about 1400 Institutions,

100,000 pupils, and more than half a million of dollars

added to the money contributions, show the increase of

public Education in Lower Canada.
448. The bxamples which have been given in this chap-

ter are sufficient to shew that the countrymade prodigious

general progress under the constitution of 1841, in spite

of the difficulties experienced in conducting the public

<*iffairs. In fact, but for those difficulties, a prosperous fu-

ture might have been confidently expected, foundedupon
the satisfactory state of all the leading interests oonoemed
in a country's welfare—^population, revenue, trade and
<?ommerce, public works, roads and railways, municipal
institutions and education. The list of examples might
have been extended, and to see this the reader can refer

to the Table of Chronology given at the end of this book.

* Three persons chosen by the Dissentients make up a Board of
School-Trustees.—Each Board of School-CommissioDers consists of
live elected members.
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CHAPTER FOURTH.

Last Days of the Constitution of 1841.—Early proposals

OF A Confederation of the British American Provinces.

—Quebec Conference.—The British Parliament con-

fers A New Constitution on Canada.—Constitution of

THE '* Dominion."

449. We have now reached that stage of the history of

Canada which brings the narrative up to the present day.

As we have seen, the constitution of 1841 was so framed
that it could not outlive the experience of 15 years without
some changes.* In the course of a few more years cir-

cumstances shewed that still further change was need-

ed. At length, in 1864 and 1865, the principal men of

the country arrived at the conclusion that it was neces-

sary, for the good of Canada, that the constitution of

1841 should be brought to an end, and another estab-

lished in its stead.

450. Sut the proposal for an union of all the British

American Provinces was not altogether newf when it

was taken up in earnest, and dealt with, in 1865. In
the course of many previous years, and by many emi-
nent public men, the subject had been brought under
notice. It was not, however, till 1857 that it was
placed before the Legislature and people of Canada in

a way to excite general attention and interest. This
was first done by Mr. Gralt, the representative of the

town of Sherbrooke,J; the capital of the Eastern Town-
* The chanire of the number of members of the Assembly, in 1853,

when there came to be 130 instead of 84 representatives, and that of
lS5t), when, in place of the naming of Le^slative Councillors by the
Crown, their election by the people was mtroduced.

t Amon'^st the earliest advocates of an union of all the provinces,
were. ChiefJustice Sewell in 1814, Bishop Straelian, Hon. Mr. Uniaclce,

of Nova Scotia ; al^o the Earl of Durham, in 1838. In August, 1838,

Lieuten mt Governors, Sir Jolm Harvey, Sir Colin Campbell and Sir

Cliarles Fitzroy of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
Isle, came to Quebec to confer with Earl Durham on the subject of
Confederation of the Britisli American Provinces.

X The Honorable Alexander T. Gait, subsequently the Minister of

Finance, now Sir Alexander Gait.

\
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le Minister of

ships. At that time the Executive Council or Cabinet
was composed of a number of men noted for their pub-
lic spirit, patriotism, and elevated views—a fortunate
circumstance, since, had it been otherwise, the prospects
of Canada for many subsequent years might have been
clouded with continued uncertainty and misfortune.

However, so much success attended the efEorts of Mr»
Gait, to bring the scheme of Confederation into public

notice, that, in the following year, he was admitted inta
the Cabinet on purpose to further its adoption. The
Lower Provinces, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Prince
Edward's Island, and New Brunsmck, were communi-
cated with on the subject. Three delegates, Messrs.

Cartier, Gait and Ross, went to England in the end of
1858 to lay it before the authorities there. The pro-
ject was warmly supported by the Governor General,
Sir Edmund Head.
At the same time, together with the union of the

provinces, the scheme of a railway was proposed, in
order that the people of the territories about to be
united under one government might possess convenient
means of communication with each other, and with the
ocean, at all seasons, and on their own soil.*

451. Six years elapsed before these vast projects were
seriously taken up by all the parties concerned. The
government and people of Great Britain were willing

that the colonists should combine, or remain isolated in

the several provinces, as they might deem best for them-
selves. There was also willingness to lend the credit of
the empire towards the raising of funds for building the
Intercolonial railroad. But various obstacles prevented
the earlier accomplishment of the ends in view.

4:5^. As the maritime, or Lower Provinces, had pro-

posed amongst themselves to form an union, even if the
scheme of confederation should fail to be carried out, it

* This was the Intercolonial railway, proposed to be made between
Halifax and Quebec. The proposal was not a new one. Earl Durham
had commended it to attention in 1838. In 1849 and 1852, the Legis-
lature of Canada had passed Acts in favour of such a project.
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was an object for Canada to induce them to prefer the
greater project to the smaller. Accordingly a confer-
ence took place at Charlottetown, which was attended
by delegates from Canada and the Lower Provinces.
The result was, a declaration, that, " the best interests,

and present and future prosperity of British Nortli
America, will be promoted by a Federal Union under
the Crown of Great Britain, provided such union can
be effected on principles just to the several prcrinces." *

453. But, before the objects aimed at could be ac-

complished, it was necessary for the several provinces
to agree upon the particular terms on which an union
was possible and expedient. To settle these, another
conference was held at Quebec, where, on October 10th,

1864, delegates representing the five colonies assembled.!
Seventy-two resolutions were adopted, embracing the

conditions, but were not made public at the time. They
were to be submitted to the Legislatures of the several

provinces. On being accepted by them, it was left for

the parliament of England to decide finally.

4:54. The parliament of Canada deliberated upon
the resolution of the Quebec conference during Febru-
ary and part of March, 1865. The narrative of the
^* Debates on Confederation " fills a thick volume of

more than 1000 pages. The great majority of the mem-
bers of both Houses spoke in course of the debates

—

some at great length. As the subject of discussion was,

in its nature, the most im^rtant that had ever come
before a Legislature in British America, so the speeches

* The last part of this resolution referred to various considera-
tions—such as the wealth, trade, population, resources, debts, etc.

of tlie proFinces ia oomparisoa with each other. All such matters
liad to be taken into account in a way to prevent any one of the

provinces from suffering by an union with the others.

In propoi-tion to the population. Nova Scotia had the greatest
revenue, Canada and New Brunswick tbe greatest debts. The ex-

penditure of Canida, New Brunswick, and Newfoundland^ were

frcater in proportion, than that of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
sland. Tliere were, in fact, many different interests to be reconciled.

+ The five Colonies represented were, United Canada, Nova Scotia,

^ew Brunswick, Newfoundland, and Prince Edward Island.
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of members in botli Houses have never, since Canada
has enjoyed a constitution of her own, been surpassed
ill tlie qualities of eloquence, good sense, and genuine
patriotism. The main proposal, that is the desirabihty

of uniting the provinces to the fullest extent permitted
by circumstances, v/as opposed by none. The fable of

the bundle of sticks, as shewing the strength that may
he secured by the union of parts, weak in themselves,

seemed to be present to the minds of all, throughout
tlie debates. Yet, as to details, there were differences

of opinion expressed. On certain points, upwards of

one-fourth of the members voted against the majority.

lI[)on the whole, however, that session—the third of

the eighth parliament of United Canada, was a most re-

markable one for the general spirit of concord displayed.

The debates on Confederation, which began on Fri-

day, February 3rd, 1865, were concluded on Monday,
the 13th of the following month. On that last day, the
Hon. J. A. McDonald introduced in the House of As-
sembly the motion which implied the carrying of the
great measure before it—namely " that a committee* be
appointed to draft an address to Her Majesty on the
subject of the union of the colonies of Bntish North
America." Before this could be voted on by the House,
four other motions were proposed for decision. The
lirst of these, by the Hon. Mr. Cameron, if carried,

would have postponed the address to the Queen until

after a new election of members by the people, and a
renewal of the debates now approaching to a close.

But Mr. Cameron's motion was lost, since 35 members
voted in favour of, and 84 against it. The next, by the
Hon. Mr. Holton, proposed wiat confederation, if grant-

ed by England, should not take effect until the people
and Le^slature of Canada should have an opportunity
of considering all ite- details. It was voted for by 31,

and against by 79 members.

* Messrs. J. A. McDonald, Cartier, Gait, Brown, Robitaille, and
Haultain.
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The remaining two motions, alluded to above, relat-

ed to the future management of Education in Canada.
These few instances will give the reader a fair idea of

the sort of opposition offered to the scheme of Confed-
eration when it came for decision before the Canadian
Legislature. Not the grand object aimed at, but thu

manner of bringing it about, the absence of a full

knowledge of the details, and a desire to preserve, at

any rate, the rights of the people in both sections of

Canada, were the sole grounds of dispute.

The address to the Queen was then voted by the House
of Assembly, which, headed by the Speaker, waited
upon the Governor General, on the following day, with
a request that he would cause it to be presented to Her
Majesty. This happened on March 14th, 1865.

455. Subsequently the scheme of Confederation was
deliberated upon in the other Provincial Legislatures.

Those of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick accepted it.

Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island declined,* for

the present, uniting their fortunes with those of Canada.

456« A session of the Legislature—^the last of United
Canada—was held in 1866. An important measure was
introduced relative to Education. Its object was to

settle, before Confederation should take place, certain

questions which had been raised on the subject of the

nghts of Protestants in Lower Canada.

f

In the following autumn delegates from the Britisli

American Provinces went to England in order to render
such assistance as might be required by the English
ministers in framing an Act of Parliament respecting

Confederation.

457. In February 1867, the English Government
submitted to Parliament a Bill, having the title, "An
Act for the Union of Canada, Nova Scotia and New

Prince Edward Island joined the Confederation in 1873.

t This measure has been styled ^^ Langevin's BiW'' as it was pro-

moted by the Hon. Mr. Langevin. Its milure was a lai«i instance of
the process by which a majority of members belonging to one section
of United Canada, supported by a minority from the other section,

used to prevent the passing of Bills intended for tlie good of either.
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Brunswick, and the government thereof, and for pur-
poses connected therewith," called, more briefly, *• The
British North America Act, 1867." * It conferred » he
constitution under which we now live, as well as the

name " Dominion of Canada," upon the provinces
already united, and such others as may choose hereafter

to enter the union.

Another Act, " The Canada Railway Loan Act, 1867,"

provided for the raising of funds with which to con-

struct the Intercolonial Railway.

458. As it is necessary that we should all possess

some knowledge of the constitution of our country, ji

short outline of it is given in an Appendix to this book.

t^'

* It received the Queen's sanction March 39th| 1867, and came into

force on July 1st following.
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APPENDIX.
^ I.

OUTLINE OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE DOMINION
OF CANADA.

(1) The Queen is the supreme authority, represented
by the Governor General appointed by her, who is ad-
vised and aided by a Council called the QueerCs Privy
Council for Canada, The Queen may allow the Gov-
ernor General to appoint Deputies in any parts of the
Dominion.

(2) The Parliament of Canada, consists of the Queen
(represented by the Governor General), a Senate of 72
members, and a House of Commons of 181 members.

Note —The Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
having expressed their desire to be united under one government,
with a constitution like that of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, the Queen, Lords, and Commons, consented, and con-
ferred a new name

—

Dominion of Canada—upon the united provinces,
with a constitution of whicli the outline is here given. Also, the name
of Upper Canada was changed to Ontario^ and Lower Canada to
Qfiebec—so that, at present the Dominion includes the four provinces,
Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick. Other British North
American Provinces may hereafter join and form parts of the Do-
minion.

21

;'

I

f i

%

.,(.



322 CONSTITUTION OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA,

W

't-i,

The Senators are appointed for life by the Crown~'^4
for Ontario, 24 for Quebec, 12 for Nova Scotia, 12 for

New Brunswick. There may be hereafter 78 senators

and no more.
The members of the House of Commons are elected

by the people—82 for Ontario, 65 for Quebec, 19 for

Nova Scotia, 15 for New Brunswick.
Quebec is always to have the fixed number of 65 mem-

bers ; but the other three provinces, although at present
they have 82, 19, and 15 members, respectively, may
hereafter have a greater or less number, according as

their populations increase or diminish in proportion to

that of Quebec.
The regulation of the numbers of representatives lor

the provinces is to be made after the taking of the

census in 1871, and every following 10 years.

(3) The Senate and the House of Commons are sum-
moned to meet by the Governor General in the Queen's
name, once at least in every year. The Speakers, of

whom the Commons elect their own, preside. The
Speaker of the Senate is appointed by the Governoi-

General. The powers and privileges of the senators

and members of the House of Commons are to be fixed

by the Parliament of Canada, but may not exceed those

enjoyed by members of the British Parliament.

Questions in each House to be decided by majority of

votes. When the votes are equal in number, the Speak-

er of the Commons may vote, but not otherwise. The
Speaker of the Senate has a vote, but no casting vote.

(4) The House of Commons may be dissolved by the

Governor General, and then a new election of members
takes place ; but the same House cannot exist longer

than 5 years.

(5) Bills relating to money or taxes must originate

in the House of Commons ; out the Commons cannot
vote money for any purpose unless recommended by
message of the Governor General.

(6) A Bill to become law must pass both Houses and
then be assented to by the Governor General in the
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Qnecn's name; but any Bill may, within two years, be
afterwards vetoed by Her Majesty ; also, a copy of every
Bill assented to must be transmitted to the Queen, so

that she may, if she sees lit, veto the same, within
two years.

The Governor may refuse, in the Queen's name, to
assent to any Bill, or he may reserve any Bill, until
Her Majesty's will on the subject is signified.

(7) The Parliament of the Dominion has authority
over all matters relating to the peace, order, and gooil

government of Canada, which may not be exi)ressly

placed under the control of the local authorities of the
several provinces.

The particular matters under the control of the
Dominion Parliament are set forth in 29 articles or sub-
sections. They are of a nature to concern the whole
people—such as the Public Debt and Property, Trade and
Commerce, Post-Office Service, Census, Militia and de-
fence of the Country, Navigation, Currency and Coin-
age, Criminal Law and Procedure, Penitentiaries, Sea-

Coast and Inland Fisheries, and several other subjects.

(8) In each of the provinces, or parts composing the
Dominion, there is a Legislature, which must meet
once at least in every year.

In Ontario, the Legislature consists of a Lieutenant
Governor, appointed by the Governor General, and a
Legislative Assembly, composed of 83 members, elected

by the people of that province.

In Quebec, the Legislature consists of a Lieutenant
Governor, appointed by the Governor General, and of

two Houses, called the Legislative Council of Quebec,
and the Legislative Assembly of Quebec. The Legisla-

tive Council is composed of 34 members appointed for

life by the Lieutenant Governor, in the Queen's name.
The Legislative Assembly is composed of 65 members
elected by the people. The Speaker of the Legislative

Council is appointed by the Lieutenant Governor. The
Legislative Assembly of Quebec, as well as that of

Ontario, elects its own Speaker.
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The Legislatures of Xova Scotia and New Brunswick
continue as heretofore, until altered according to the
Act of British North America.

(9) The procedure in the Legislature of the several

provinces, with respect to money Bills, granting and
witliholding the Royal assent to Bills, modes of elect-

ing Speakers, and of deciding questions by votes, is

.siil)stantially the same as in the Dominion Parliament.

(10) The existence of each Provincial House of As-
gfunbly may continue 4 years, after which a new election

ot* mombers takes place. But the Lieutenant Governor
may dissolve the House, and thus cause a new election

before the end of the term of 4 years.

(11) The Provincial Legislatures have power to deal

exclusively with matters of a local or private nature in

the provinces, or such as affect the interests of the
provinces apart from the general interests of the Do-
minion. These matters are specified under different

heads, such as the following : amendments in the con-
stitution of the provinces, not affecting Dominion inter-

ests; money affairs and taxation concerning objects

within the ])rovinces; prisons, hospitals, and asylums;
local public works

;
property and civil rights within

the provinces; administration of justice ; education.

(12) In regard to Education, an appeal may, in cer-

tain cases, be made to the Governor General, and the
authority of the Parliament of the Dominion may be
exercised in order to supply what is wanting in Provin-
cial Legislation.

(13) The promotion of Agriculture and Immigration
l)elongs to the Legislature of each province as well as

the Parliament of ihe Dominion.

(14) Judges are appointed by the Governor General

—

but must be selected, for any province, from the bar of

that province ; the Dominion Parliament fixes and
provides the salaries of the judges.

(15) The Dominion Government takes the public

revenues, and also the debts of the provinces, as they
stood at thft date of the confederation ; but it pays to
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the provinces certain fixed sums yearly, to enable them
to support their governments, and to place the burden
of the whole public debt and its interest, in equitable

shares, upon the people of the several provinces.

Note.—It is impossible within a small compass, to express cleaily

the mode in which the money affairs of the provinces were arratifj,etl, *o
as to be just to all. The plan followed has been pronounced highly
ingenious.

(16) Either the English or the French language may
be used in debates in the Parliament of the Dominion*;
and, in the Quebec Legislature, both languages must be
used in the records and journals, and in the printed Acts.

(17) Other sections, from No. 134 to No. 147, fix the
number and quality of the principal public officers, and
provide for proclamations, a penitentiary, division of

the common debt and property of Ontario and Quebec,
the Intercolonial Railway, and the admission of other
colonies into the Dominion.

Schedules, annexed to the Act, prescribe the districts

and divisions for which members of Legislatures may
be elected, and define some other necessary matters.

No'PE.—The constitution granted by the ^^ British North Amei'ica
Act, 1867" came into force on July 1st, 1867. Viscount Monck, the
last Governor General of United Canada became the first of the Do-
minion. Sir Narcisse Belleau was named Lieutenant Governor of
Quebec, and others were appointed, temporarily, for Ontario, No\a
Scotia and New Brunswick.
The Local Goveranients.were jit once constituted, with tlieir bend

quarters at Toronto, Quebec, Halifax, and Fredericton. Tlie city of
Ottawa became the seat of Government of the Doininio.' .

i
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APPENDIX.

TABLE OF CHRONOLOGY FOR THE HISTORY
OF CANADA.

A. D.

1493—Christoplier Columbus.—West Indies.

1497—The Cabots.—Newfoundland.—Labrador.
1517—Cod Fisheries oflf Newfoundland.—Fifty European fishing-

vessels engaged in.

1521—Spaniards under Cortez in Mexico.
1523—Verrazani.—New France.
1532—Spaniards under Pizarro in Peru.—Spaniards in South

America, Buenos-Ayres and Chili.—Portuguese in Brazil.

1534—May to July.

—

Jacques Cartier.—Newfoundland, Straits of

Belle Isle, Bay Chaleurs, July 2nd.
1535—Jacques Cartier's Second Voyage.—Stadacona, Hochelaga.
1535-1536—Jacques Cartier winters in Canada.
1541—Jacques Cartier's Third Voyage.—Second winter passed

in Canada.
1542-1549—M. de Roberval, Vice-Roy.
1598—M. de la Roche.—Sable Island.

1605-1606—Samuel de Champlain.—Pontgrave.—De Monts.

—

Port Royal in Acadia.
1606—Poutrincourt and Lescarbot at Port Royal.
1608—July 3rd.

—

Quebec founded by Champlain.
1609-1610—Champlain joins Hurons against the Iroquois.

—

Visits Hochelaga.—Death of Henry IV. of France.
1613—Port Royal settlement destroyed.
1615—Recollets brought out.—Religious services at Quebec and

Three Rivers.—Champlain among the Hurons.—Lakes
Ontario, Simcoe, Huron.

1617—Invasion by the Iroquois.
1620—Recollet Monastery and chapel on the River St. Charles.

—

Madame Champlain at Quebec.—Champlain Lieut. -Gen.
in New France.

1621—May.—Registers opened at Qu bee.—Iroquois incursions.

—

Repeated next year.

1623-1624—Fort St. Louis founded.—Huron missions served by
the Recollets.—Departure of Madame de Champlain.
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te Monts.

—

ttcursions.

—

1625—Arrival of Jesuit Fathers—Lalemant, Breboeuf, Masse.

—

Jesuits build their first place on the St. Charles River.

1626—Fort St. Louis enlarged.—Death of the first colonist, Louis
Hebert.

1637—Richelieu's Company of 100 Associates.—Champlain first

Governor.—Feuddl system begun in New France.
1638—Admiral Kirkt at Tadoussac.—Sammons Quebec.—Cap-

tures fleet with provisions for the colony.
1639—Champlain and Pontgrave surrender Quebec to the English.

—Taken to England.
1632—Quebec restored to France by treaty.

1633-1635—Champlain, with 200 persons, returns to Quebec.

—

Ruins of place repaired.—Chapel built in Lower Town.
—Three Rivers colonized.—Jesuits' College of Quebec
planned.—Death of Champlain, 25 Deceml^r, 1635.

1635-1636—M. de Chateaufort.—M. de Montmagny, Governor.

—

Arrival of immigrants.
1637—Small Pox among the Indians.—M. Sillery provides for

establishment for converted Hurons.—Jesuits' College
founded at Quebec.—Hotel-Dieu founded.

1639—Earthquakes.—^Madame de la Peltrie and Marie Guyart
(de rincarnation) found the Ursuline Convent at Quebec.
—Arrival of nuns for the Hotel Dieu.

1640—" Company of Montreal" formed at Paris.—Fire at Que-
bec.—Iroquois threaten to destroy the colony.—Brebceuf
visits the south shore of Lake Erie.

1641—Arrival of M. de Maisonneuve with settlers.

1642—Fort Richelieu built by Montmaj^y to check the Iroquois,

—Island of Montreal first settled by M. de Maisonneuve.
—Ville Marie (Montreal) founded 18th May, 1643.—
Hotel Dieu founded at Ville Marie by Mance.

1643—Arrival of M. d'Aillebout at Montreal—Fort built.

1644—30 March.—Battle with Iroquois at Ville Marie, Maison-
neuve defeats them on the "Place d'Armes."—Madame
de Bullion and Anne of Austria provide for Hotel Dion,
also send settlers and soldiers for the Island of Montreal.

1645-1648—Iroquois atrocities.—Missionaries massacred.—Assis-

tance sought from France.—In 1647 Father de Quesne
ascended the Saguenay and discovered Lake St. John.

—

Fere Drouillettes passes by Cliaudiere and Kennebec
rivers to the sea.

1649—Iroquois attack and destroy the Huron nation.—Dispersion
of the Hurons.—Atrocities.—Terrible execution of Bre-
boeuf and Lalemant, March 16th.

1650-1653—Four years of distress and carnage.—Iroquois cruel-

tieis.—Ursuline Convent at Quebec burnt (1661).—D'Ail-

lebout Governor.—Marguerite Bourgeois founds Congre-

;M

il'H

i

M

t

,ii

ii

i



328 TABLE OF CHRONOLOGY,

m

' ^tion of N. Dame.—Remains of Hurons take refuge at

Quebec.—Expedition to Hudson Bay in 1651 from Canaua

.

1654-1657—De Lauzon, Governor.—Continued attacks of the
Iroquois.—Abbe de Queylus and other Solpician priests

arrived at Ville Marie.
1657—Seminary at Montreal founded by de Queylus.
1659—Arrival of M. de Laval afterwards 1st Bishop of Quebec—

D'Argenson, Governor.
1660—Country overrun by Iroquois—Heroism of Dollard.

—

TIh^

Iroquois relinquish their designs.—Father Le Moine sent

to make peace.—Lake Superior reached by father Mes
nard.

1661-1663—Deplorable state of the Colony.—Dissensions between
Governor and Laval.—D'Avaugour, Governor.—Disputes
about the liquor traffic.—Expedition to Hudson Bay
from Canada.

1663—A noted year in New France.—Earthquakes and other un-
common occurrences.—Company of Associates dissolved.

—Royal Government established, Sept. 15.—Laval re-

turns in company with the new Governor de Mesy and
500 persons.

—

T?ie Sovereign Council established at Que-
bec.—Seminary of Quebec founded.

1664—Iroquois atrocities continued.—At Ville Marie people un-
able to go outside their habitations.—Dissensions at Que-
bec.—Seignieuries granted to various seignieurs.—" Com-
pany of West Indies."

1665—^Arrival of the Carignan regiment and M. de Tracy, Vice-

Roy.—M. de Courcelle, Governor.—Forts Sorel, Chambly
and Ste. Therese built on the R. Richelieu.—M. Talon,
Royal Intendant.—Horses introduced.—Father Allouez
coasts round Lake Superior and forms a mission at Bay
Chegoimegen.

1666—Courcelle's expedition against the Iroquois (Jan.)—De Tra
cy's expedition and chastisement of the Iroquois (Oct.

and November.)—Iroquois sue for peace.—Parish Church
at Quebec consecrated.—Great fire and plague in Lon-
don.—Eng. colonies subscribe for relief of sufferers.

—

One church in Charleston gives £105 sterling.

1666-1669—Hudson Bay (Eng.) Company formed.—Feudal sys-

tem introduced in N. France.—^Active measures for set-

tling the country.—Great increase in number of inhabi-

tants.—Arrival of persons of both sexes belonging to

good families in France.—Also many workmen, soldierf?,

and wives for the colonists.—La Salle's explorations and
journies.—Father Marquette forms mission at Michilli-

makinack.—Allouez among the Illinois hears of tlie

Mississippi.

\
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of Quebec.

—

1670—Return of the Recollets after 40 years exclusion.

1671—Expedition from Canada to Hudson Bay.
1672—Frontenac, Governor.—Cataracoui established as a fortified

post on site chosen by his predecessor.—Parish Churcli

built of stone in Montreal.
1673—June 15th.—Discovery of the Mississippi by Joliet and

Marquette.—Indian Lorette founded.

1674—Iroquois established at Sault St. Louis (Caughnawaga).

—

M. Laval, Bishop of Quebec.
1675—Bonsecours stone church built in Montreal.
1676—Peace with the Iroquois for a season.—Public markets

opened at Quebec.—Dissension caused by the liquor

traffic.

1677—Ursuline convent at Three Rivers.

1678-1680—Mississippi explored by La Salle, de Tonti and Henne-
pin.—Mouth of Mississippi reached, April, 1682.—Coun-
try along the bank named Louisiana after Louis XIV.

1682—Frontenac and Intendant recalled.—M. de la Barre, Gov.
1683—Negotiations with the Iroquois.—Dungan, Earl of Limerick,

Governor of New York.—De la Barre deceived by the
subtle Iroquois.

1684—De DenonviJle, Governor.—Disputes between the French
and English colonies about the Iroquois.—Indian chiefs

seized and sent to the galleys of the King of France.
1685-1689—War with the Iroquois.—Exploits of D'Iberville.—

Fort Niagara built by de Denonville.—Ursuline Convent
burnt, 1686.—New England colonies make war in Canada.
—Massacre of Lachine, August, 1689.—Colony seems
lost.—Return of Frontenac.

1690—Frontenac sends three war parties against English colonies

in the winter of 1689-90.—Massacres in New York
(Schenectady) and New Hampshire.—Expedition to
Casco Bay successful.—Invasion of Canada by sea and
land.—Siege of Quebec by Admiral Phipps.—English
repulsed.—Medal struck, and Church in Lower Town
built in honor of the victory.

1691—Hostilities with the Iroquois and the English colonies con-

tinued.—Canada again invaded.—Pestilence and scarcity.

1692-1694—Hostilities continued.—Abenaquis commit atrocities

in English settlements. — Fort Cataracoui rebuilt. —
D'Iberville at Hudson Bay.

1695—Warfare with western savages.
1696—July.—Frontenac starts from Isle Perrot with 2000 men

against the Iroquois.— Expedition into the Iroquois

Cantons.
1697—Treaty of peace between France and England.
1698—November 28th, death of Frontenac at Quebec.

I
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1699—iColonization of Louisiana near mouths of Mississippi.

1700-1701—Great conterences at Montreal with the Indians.

—

De Calliere, Governor.—General peace with the Indians,
July, 1701.—Death of Joliet on Anticosti.

1703—War between England and France.—Death of Calliere at

Quebec, 26th May.—Succeeded by M. de Vaudreuil.
1704-1708—English attack Acadia. — Leave to manufacture

granted to inhabitants of Canada.—Death of D'Iberville,

1705.—Death of Laval, 1708.—Active warfare between
English colonists and Canada.—Colonization of Cap-
Breton.

1709-1711—Invasion of Canada by way of Champlain.—Acadia
taken by the English.—Sir Hovenden Walker's naval
force destroyed by storms and shipwreck, 3,000 men
perished, August.—New England contributes £40,000
towards the war, 1711.

1712-1713—Peace between France and England.—Great fire at

Quebec.—Intendant's palace burnt.—Intendant Begon
establishes stages between Quebec and Montreal, 1713.

—

Nova Scotia and Newfoundland formally ceded to Great
Britain.

1713-1723—Commerce and agriculture improve.—Ships built at

Quebec.—Fortified stations between Canada and Loui-
siana.—New Orleans founded, 1717.-~^in8eng discovered
by Lafiteau, 1717. — 82 villages along St. Lawrence
established as parishes.—Schools.—Great fire at Mont-
real, 100 houses burnt.—Population of Quebec, 7,000, of
Montreal. 3.000, of Canada, 26,000.

1723-1724—Incursions of Abenaquis into English colonies.

1725—^Vaudreuil, Oovernor since 1703.—His death, October 10th,

1725.—Fort Niagara rebuilt.

1726—M. Beauharnois, Governor.
1727-1733—Warfare with western savages.—De Ligneris.—De

Momay, 3rd Bishop of Quebec, succeeds de St. Valier,

2nd Bishop, 1728.—M. Dosquet succeeds Mornay, 1733.

—

Fort St. Frederick (Fort Crown Poiut on Lake Cham-
plain) erected by Beauharnois.—Commerce increases.

—

Many ships launched at Quebec.
1733-1735—Small Pox everywhere.—Deficient harvests.—Incur-

sions of western savages. Roads improved.—Lumber,
Turpentine, Tar, exported.

1736—Unsuccessful expedition a^inst western savages.—First

Forgre established at St. Maurice.
1737—Grey Nuns at Montreal under Madame Youville established.
1739—Great expedition, 1,200 Europeans and 2.000 Indians,

against western Indians.—Pestilence in the army.

—

Terms agreed to.
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vages.—First

1740—M. do I'Aube Riviere, 5th Bishop, comes out with 100
soldiers.—Dies of fever.—Succeeded by M. Pontbriand,
6th Bishop.

1743—Territory between the Mississippi and the Rocky Mountains
explored by Verendrye.

1744-1745—War between England and France.— Louisbourg
taken by Warren, 1745.

1746-1747—New England colonies attacked by French and In-

dians, and the settlements ravaged.—^reat cruelties.

—

Governor, admiral la Jonqui^re, taken prisoner by tlio

English on his way out.—Replaced by la Galissounit^e.—^Iilitia of Canada, 13,000 men.—Professor Kalm visits

Canada.
1749—La Jonqui^re released and sent out to Canada.—Halifax

founded under the auspices of Earl of Halifax.

1752—March I7th, La Jonquiere dies at Quebec.—Succeeded by
Duqueme.

1753—Montreal General Hospital given in charge to the Grey
Nuns.

1754—Claims of French and English colonists to the Ohio valley

bring on hostilities.—May 28th, death of Jumonville.

—

Colonel Washington and Fort Necessity captured by de
Villiers, July 3ra.

1755—July 9th, Braddock's defeat and death.—Dispersion of the
Acadians.—Dieskau defeated by Johnson, Sept. 8th.

—

2nd M. de Vaudreuil, Governor.
1756—Generals Montcalm and de Levis arrive.—August 11th, cap-

ture of Chouagen (Oswego).—Bad management of affairs

by Intendant Bigot.

1757—August 9th, capture of Fort William Henry (Fort George).

Fort George massacre, July.—Continued bad manage-
ment of the affairs of the Colony.— Scarcity.

1758—June 25th, capture of Louisbourg by Boscawen, Amherst
and Wolfe.—July 5th, battle of Carillon (Ticondero|Ta)

gained by Montcalm against General Abercromby's army.
—August 25th, Fort Frontenac (Cataracoui-Kingston)

taken by Bradstreet.—^November 24th, Fort Duquesue
(Pittsburg) taken by General Forbes.

1759—Continued scarcity and bad management of affairs in

Canada.—Dissensions.

June 30th, arrival of English forces for the attack of Quebec.
July 22nd, capture of Ticonderoga by Amherst.
July 24th, capture of fort Niagara by Sir Wm. Johnson.
July 31st, Battle of Beauport Flats, Wolfe repulsed.

Sept. 18th, Battle of Quebec (Plains of Abraham).—Death
of Generals Wolfe and Montcalm.—Sept. 18th, surrender
of Quebec. '
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1760—April 28th.—2nd battle of Quebec (St. Foy).—Murray de-

feated with great loss by de Levis, May 0th, Arrival
of English fleet at Quebec.—Retreat of de Levis.—Sept.

8th.—Capitulation of Montreal.—Departure of de V^au-

dreuil and Bigot, the last French Governor and Inten
dant, with de Levis and the French troops, for France.

1700-1764—Canada divided into three Military districts uiuUr
British Commanders.—General Murray commander-in-
chief, 1763.—Canada ceded to Great Britain.—Louisiana
to Spain.

1764—Royal Proclamation—First newspaper, Gazette, published
at Quebec, gist June, 1764.—Conspiracy of Pontbiuc.

1765—Recall of Murray.—Great fire at Montreal.
1766—General Sir Guy Carleton, Governor.
1767-1774—Gradual advancement of the Colony in agriculture

and commerce.—Dissatisfaction of Canadians.—Appeals
to England.—Constitution of 1774 granted to Canada.

—

Discoveries of Cook, Dixon and Vancouver on North-
west coast of America.

1775-1776—Revolt of English Colonies.—Invasion of Canada by
Montgomery and Arnold.—Capture of forts on the Riche-
lieu, Oct. and Nov.—Capture of Montreal, 13th Nov.,
1775.—Assault of Quebec and defeat and death of Mont-
gomery, Dec. 31, 1775.—Arrival of English fleet. May,
1776.—Retreat of Americans, June.—Battle of Three
Rivers.

1776-1783—Continuation of war of independence in the English
Colonies.—Independence of the United States of America,
—Arrival in Canada of United Empire Loyalists.—Quebec
Library founded, 1779.—North East Company formed.
—City of Kingston founded (Cataracoui, Frontenac.)

1785—Dark day of Canada, Sunday, Oct. 16tli.

1786-1787—Petitions sent to England by dissatisfied inhabitants
—Sir Guy Carleton (Lord Dorchester) reports on the state

of the colony.

1788—Territory, since named Upper Canada, settled more largely.

—Divided into five districts.

1789-1790—Continued petitions to England.—French Revolution.
1791—New constitution granted.—Upper and Lower Canada.
1792-1793—Arrival of Dr. Jacob Mountain, 1st Protestant Bishop,

Nov. 1st, 1793.—Many priests arrive from France—
Lord Dorchester, Governor.—Sir Alexander McKenzie's
explorations.—Sir John Richardson'sjourney to the Paci-

fic.—Winters in Lat. 50" on East side of Rocky Moun-
tains.

1794—Road Laws enacted.—York (Toronto) founded.—Washing-
ton re-elected President of U. S.
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1795—Act for constructing Lacliine Canal passed (finished 31
years later).—More priests and refugees from Prance.

1796—Sir Robert Prescott, Governor.—"Royal Canadian Volun-
teers " embodied.—Deatli of General Amherst.—RecoUet
Church and Convent at Quebec burnt.—Fort Niagara
ceded to the U. S.

1798—^Petitions to England.—Abuses relative to Crown Laws.
1799—Sir R. S. Milnes, Governor.—Death of Washington.
1800—Settlement by vote, of Jesuits' estates question.—Death of

last Canadian Jesuit, Jean Casot.

1803—Great fire at Montreal.
1804—English Cathedral at Quebec built by aid of bounty of

George III.

1805—Hon. T. Dunn, Administrator.
1804—Nicolet College founded by Bishop Plessis.

1806—January, victory of Trafalgar celebrated in Canada.—First

shipbuilding at Montreal.—Ursuline convent at Three
Rivers burnt.

1807—Sir James Crai^, Governor.—" Le Canadien " newspaper.

—

Eight " District " or Grammar Schools opened in Upper
Canada.

1808-1811—" Mercury" and "Canadien ** publish strong articles.

—Dissensions in Legislature.—Great Excitement.—'* Ca-
nadien " suppressed 1810.—Sir Geo. Prevost, Governor,
succeeds Sir James Craig.—First steamer on the St.

Lawrence arrives at Que^, Saturday, Nov. 4th, 1809,.

after a passage of 66 hours, from Montreal.

1813—Americans declare war, June 18th.—^l^<.ackinac captured,
July 17th.— Brock's victory at Detroit, Aug. 16th.

—

Battle of Queenston Heights and death of Brock, Oct. 13.

1813—Defeat at York (Toronto) April 27.—Affaire at Fort Meigs,
Fort George and Sackett's Harbour, May 1st, 27th, and
29th.—De Salaberry's victory at Chateauguay, Oct. 26.

—

Victory at Chrysler's farm, Nov. 11.—At Fort Niagara,
Dec. 19.—City of Hamilton laid out.

1814—Bequest of Hon. J. McGill.—Victory at LacoUe, March 30.

—Dark days, July 2nd and 3rd.—Battle of Chippewa,
July oth.—Battle of Lundy's Lane, July 23rd.—Affairs at

Fort Erie and Plattsburg, Aug. and Sept.—Treaty of
peace between England and U. S., Dec. 24th.

1816-1819—Sir John Sherbrooke, Governor, 1816.—Banks at

Montreal and Quebec, 1817.—First steamer on Lake
Ontario.—Remains of General Montgomery disinterred

at Quebec, 16th June. 1818.—Steamer " Walk-in-the-
Water " on Lake Erie, May, 1818.—First steamer between
Lacliine and the Ottawa, 1819.—Duke of Richmond,
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Governor.—His death Aug. 28th, 1819.—Queen Victoria
born, May 34th.

1820—Death of Duke of Kent, January 26th.—Of George III.

January 29th.—George IV, proclaimed in Canada, Ajjril

24th.—Population of Quebec, 15,250.—Number of dwei-
linff houses in Quebec, 2008.—Papineau's remarkable and
loyal speech to the electors of Montreal.

1821—July 7th Lachine Canal begun.—Eastern Townships now
populous and thriving.—Ground and monev granted by
Earl Dalhousie in aid of St. Andrew's church, Quebec.

1822—Excitement throughout Canada on account of proposed
union of the Provinces.—British and Canadian School
Society founded.

1823—Legislature voted £2,100 to encourage agriculture, £2,000
for improving the Hotel Dieu Hospital, Quebec, and
£200 in aid ot an Education Society at Quebec.

1824—Legislature of Lower Canada refuses to concur with that

of Upper Canada in raising a loan to pay war losses.

—

Assembly's address relative to Clergy Reserves.—Lite-

rary and Historical Society of Quebec founded by Earl
Dalhousie, 15th March, 1824 (incorporated afterwards
in 1881).

1825_Death of Bishop Mountain, founder of Church of England
in Canada, June 16th.—Death of the R. Catholic Bishop
Plessia, December 4th. — Funerals of both deceased

Bishops received same honors.—Convention made this

year between England aud Prussia relative to the Norths

west coast of America.—Twenty-five churches (episco-

pal) in each Province and 16 clergymen in }>oth.

1826—Franklin's explorations and boat voyage from mouth of

McKenzie River.—Captaiu Beechey's explorations from
Beliring's Strait.—Census of Lower Canada, 423,600

souls.—Legislature grants £500 for exploring the Sague-
nay district.

1827—Rideau Canal begun under Earl Dalhousie's auspices, by
Colonel John By, R. E., who conducted the works until

/ finished, in 1832.—Protestant Ministers of various deno-

minations claim share in the Clergy Reserves.—McGill

University founded. — University of Toronto founded
(King-'s College) March 15th.—Dissensions in the Legis-

lature. — Statue in honor of Wolfe and Montcalm at

Quebec, 20th November.— Natural History Society of

Montreal founded.
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Queen Victoria
1828—Continued dissensions in the Legislature.—Inhabitants of

the Ekstem Townships petition the Parliament ofEngland
for redress. — Lord Dalhousie abolishes the system of

dividing the militia into British and Canadian battalions.

—Departure of Earl Dalhousie, 8th September.—87,000
inhabitants of Lower Canada petition for redress.

—

Petitions from Montreal and Toronto.—Sagnenay district

explored.—Toronto University (King's Collepfe) endowed.

182d—Within a few years numerous educational institutions

begun, as St. Hyacinthe, Ste. Th6rdse, Chambly, Stc.

Anne Colleges, Ijefore 1827.—University of Toronto in

1827, Upper Canada College in 1829.—Sir James Kempt,
Governor.

1830--Death of George the IV, June 26.—Canada divided into

counties.—Eastern Townships send 8 members to the
Legislature.— Death of James Thompson, the last of
Wolfe's companions, at Quebec, in his 98th year, August
25th

1831—Wolfe's monument.—Steamer " Royal William " between
Quebec and Halifax.— Chambly canal begun.— Immi-
gration exceeds 50,000.—Trustees of St. Andrew's Church
Quebec, incorporated.

1832—Cholera, June to October, 20,000 fatal cases.—Victoria
College built, October.

1833—Corporations of Quebec and Montreal established.—City
Bank, Montreal, chartered.

1834—Chateau St. Louis burnt, January 23rd.—The "92 Reso-
lutions" passed.—Second visit of the Asiatic Cliolera.

1835-1836—General excitement and meetings. — Insurrection
expected.

1837—May 7th, " Indignation Meeting" at St. Ours.—Governor's
proclamation forbidding seditious meetings, June 15th.

—

Death of William IV, June 20th.—News of Victoria's

accession, received at Quebec, July 31st.—Appeal of the
R. C. Bishop of Montreal, October 24th. —"Sons of
Liberty " and " Constitutionalists " at Montreal, Nov. 6.

—

Writs for arrest of Papineau, O'Callaghan, Brown, and
Perreault, Nov. 8th.—Affair of St. Denis, Nov. 23rd.

—

Murder of Lieut. Weir.—Affair at St. Charles, Nov. 24th.
—Affairs at Frelighsburg, St. Eustache, St. Benoit, Dec.
—Insurrection in Upper Canada, December 4th to 13th.

—

Steamer '* Caroline" destroyed, Dec. 28th.—"Patriots"
on Navy Island.

1838—Lord Gosford's recall, January.—Suspension of Constitution
of Canada, March.—Petitions from Quebec and Montreal

\A
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in the British Parliament, April.—Arrival of Earl Dur
ham at Quebec, May 23nd.—Fleet from Enffland, with
troops, at Quebec.—General amnesty proclaimed, June
28th, excepting 24 cases.—Earl Durham visits Upper
Canada, July.—Visit to Quebec of Lieutenant Governors
of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward
Island to confer with Earl Durham respecting *' Confe-
deration of the British Provinces of America."—Dele-

fates from the Lower Provinces present addresses to

!arl Durham, September.—Departure of Earl Durliam,
Nov. 8rd.—Beginning of 2nd insurrection at Beaulmr
nois, Nov. 8rd.—Gallant conduct of the Caughnawaga
Indians, Nov. 4th.—Conflict at Odelltown, Nov. 9th.

—

Desperate conflicts near Prescott, Nov. 13th and 14th.

—

Conflicts in the vicinity of Detroit, December.

1839—Sir John Colbome recalled.—Acquittal of Jalbert, tried

for the murder of Lieutenant Weir, Sept. 10th.— 151
persons convicted of treason embarked at Montreal for

New South Wales, Sept. 26th.—H. M. S. Pique, Capt.

E. Boxer, arrives at Quebec with the Governor General,
the Hon. Poulett Thompson, Oct. 17th.—Special Council
assembled at Montreal, Nov. 11th.—Union agreed to by
the Council, Nov. 11th.—Introduction of the Training
and Model Schools of the Colonial and Church School
Society.

1840—Union of the Provinces agreed to by Parliament of Upper
Canada, Feb. 10th.—Act of Union by the British Par-
liament passed July 21st, 1840.

1841—New constitution in force, Feb. 10th, 1840.—First Parlia-

ment of United Canada meet at Kingston, June 13th.

—

Accident to Lord Sydenham, Sept. 4th.—His death at

Kingston, Sept. 19th.—Laws passed relative to Municipal
systems and public education.—Dr. Meilleur appointed
Superintendent of education for Lower Canada.—Char-
ter of Queen's College, Kingston, 10th October.—" The
Friends' Seminary " established at Picton, Upper Canada.

1842—Sir Charles Bagot, Governor.—The " Ashburton Treaty "

relative to boundary line between Canada and the U. S.

—The line surveyed from St. Regis to the river St. Croix
(1842-1845).—Faculty of Arts of Victoria College esta-

blished.

1843—Sir (^harles Bagot resigns, March.—His death at Kingston,
May 19th.—Sir Charles Metcalfe (Lord Metcalfe,) Gover-
nor, Marcli 29th.—500 men employed on the boundary
survey.—Seat of Government changed from Kingston to
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Montroal.—Univorsity of Lennoxvillc founded.—Montreal
Scliool of Medicin<*.— Higli Srhool Quebec.—First Btu
dentH adniitteil to 'roruntu University, btli June.—Corn-
wuli canul opened.

1844—Dr. Kyerson apitointed Superintendent of Education for
Up|>er Canada.—l*arlian»ent meets at Montreal, Novem-
ber 28tli.—First convocation of Toronto Univeisity, Dec.
14th.—Knox's CoUpge, Toronto, established.

1846—Commission appointed to ascertain the relHillion-lossea

—

Lord Metcalfe recalled at his own request.—Terrible fires

^
at Quebec, May 28th and June 28th.~Earl Cathcart suc-
ceeds Lord Metcalfe.—High School of Montreal opened.
— University and High School of Bishop's College opened,
Oci. 1st, » Lt^nnoxville.

1846—Sufferers from the Quebec fires voted £20,000 by the English
Parliament.—Agitation about payment of the rebellion
losses.—Lake Superior mines explored.—Report of Com-
missioners on rebellion losses, 18tb April.—Partial pro-
vision for payment.—Earl Cathcart recalled.—School
Bill passed for Upper Canada.

1847—Arrival of the Governor General, the Earl of Elgin. Jan.
30th.—City of Kingston incorporated, May 18th.—Large
immii^tion from &eland.—Tne ** Ship fever."—Normal
School of Upper Canada begun, Nov. Ist.

1848—British Parliament votes £180,000 for expenses of the im-
mijifrants and fever caused to Canada.—New election.

—

Dr. Wolfred Nelson and Louis Papineau elected members.
—English navigation laws repealed, December.

1849—Rebellion Losses-Bill passed, April 26th.—The Governor
insulted by a mob.—Riot in Montreal.—Burning of the
House of Parliament.—Riots at Toronto and other places.

—Legislature determine to remove the seat of govern-
ment to Toronto for 2 years and then to Quebec for 4
years.

1850—Parliament at Toronto, May 14th.—Agitation about election

of Ck)uncillors, expenses, and Clergy Reserves.—Confe-
deration of British American Provinces again mooted.

—

Bishop Fulford appointed by the Queen to the newly
created Diocese of Montreal.

1851—" Separate-School " question raised in Upper Canada.

—

July 2nd, Lord Elgin lays corner stone of Normal and
Model School buildings at Toronto.—Trinity College,

Toronto, founded.— Hincks, Premier.— Railways pro-
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moted.— International Exhibition lield in London.

—

Great increase of trade with the U. S.—Great entertain-

ment at Boston ^ven to Canadian merchants and public
men, September.—Fire in Montreal, the greatest since

1765.—New elections, November and December.—Wil-
liam Lyon McKenzie elected a member.—Clergy Reserves
and Seigniorial land-tenure Bills.—Protestant population
of Montreal, 16,250.

1852-1855—January 15th, Trinity College, Toronto, opened.—
Laval University (Quebec Seminary) chartered.—Various
canals completed, or improved, for the navigation of tlio

St. Lawrence,—Lachine, Cornwall, Beauharnois, Welland,
1852.—Commander Pullen in the Plover winters at Point
Barrow, L. at 71° degree N.—Greatest cold 43° below
zero.—Montreal Ocean Steamship Company, 1853.—(J.

T. Railway.—Lower Canada divided into 7 in place of .j

districts.—1854 and 1855,—Seigniorial Tenure and Clergy
Reserves questions settled.—Reciprocity in Trade with
the U. S. (1855).—Capt. McClure's voyage of discovery

(1854-55).—Russia transports munitions of war from the

Amoor River to West Coast of North America.
1855—Sir Edmund Head, Governor.—Capture of Sebastopol cele-

brated in Canada.— St. Foy monument mised.—Paris

International Exhibition. x

1856—Regular Mail service between Canada and Great Britain

^guu by the Montreal Ocean Steamship Company.—
Gameau's History of Canada published.—First Rouuui
Catholic Birhops of Hamilton and London, U. C.

1857—Three Normal Schools and the Journals of Education esta

blished in L. C.—First Episcopal Bishop of Huron.—Mr.
Chauveau, Superintendent of Education.—Corner stono

of C. C. Cathedral, Montreal, laid by Bp. Fulford, May 21

.

—"Confederation" brought before Canadian Parliament
by Mr. Gait.

1858—Jan. 1, Decimal system of money adopted in Canada-
Schools of A^culture established at St. Anne, L. C.

—

Sir N. F. Belleau, Speaker of Legis. Council.—Sir 11.

Smith, Speaker of Liegis. Assembly.—June. Attempt to

lay Atlantic Cable fails.—Aug. 2, Ainerican Science Asso-

ciation meets at Montreal.—Aug. 7, City of Ottawa named
the Capital of Canada.—Aug. 16th, 17th, Great rejoicings

throughout America.—Atlantic Cable laid.—1st message
from Queen Victoria to the President of U. S.—Messrs.

Gait, Gartier and Ross delegates to England respecting
Confederation. — Hellmuth College and High School
founded at London, Upper Canada, by Dr. Hellmuth.

1859—Diocesan Synods of Church of f^iigland of Quebec, Montw^al
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and Toronto petition the Queen for a Metropolitan.—Bp.
Fulfoid appointed Metropolitan.

1860—^Prince of Wales visits British North America and the
United States, between July 20th and Oct. 2l8t.—Victoria
Bridge, Montreal, inaugurated, Aug. 35th.

1861—The great Rebellion of the Southern States of America.

—

Application from the U. S. for the purchase or loan of
arms from Canada refused, April and May.—Population
of Montreal, 90,300, Protestants, 24,400, Episcopalians,

9,700.—Seizure of Mason and Slidell by Wilkes, Nov. 8tli.

—Death of Prince Albert, Dec. 14th.—Troops despatched
from England to Canada, Dec. 23rd.

1862—International Exhibition at London, May to November.

—

Canadian exhibitors successful in gaining medals, etc.

—

Much fighting and bloodshed in the United States. •

1863—Jan. 6th, Death of Bishop Mountain at Quebec.—March,
Election of Bishop Williams, 4th Anglican Bishop of
Quebec.—Marriage of Prince of Wales, Mar. 19th.

—

Illegal recruiting in Canada, for the U. S. armies.

1864:—Many refugees from the Southern States come to Canada.
—Plots (by refugees) against the U. S.—Aug. 6th, Expor-
tation of Anthracite coal from Canada prohibited.—Much
correspondence between the Governments of Canada
and the United States, in which the former is often

thanked for its loyal observance of the law of nations.

—

Oct. 10th, Quebec conference relative to confederation.

—

Oct. 20th, Raid upon St. Albans, Vermont, by Southern
refugees.—The Banks, etc., robbed.—December, Detective
Police and numerous volunteer force, stationed on the
frontiers by the Government of Canada to prevent hostile

attempts against the U. S.

1865—Feb. and March, Confederation debates in the Canadian
Parliament.—March 13th, Messrs. Gait, Cartier, J. A. Mc-
Donald and others appointed to draft address to the
Queen on Confederation.—April 2nd, Richmond taken by
Gen. Grant.—^April 7th, Surrender of Gen. Lee.—End of

the rebellion, after 250 battles fought, of which 89 in Vir-

ginia.—April 18th, Assassination of President Lincoln
and attempted assassination of Secretary Seward at

Washington.—August, *' The Great Eastern " employtjd
to lay Atlantic Cable.—After nearly 1200 miles had been
laid the attempt failed through the breaking of the line.

—November, Fenian raid from the States lookc^d for.

—

Sir J. Michel calls out 9 companies of Volunteers.
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1866—March 9th, 10,000 volunteers called out.—June 1st, 2nd,
3rd, Fenians cross tlie Niagara to Fort Erie.—Battle of
Bidgwuy with loss to volunteers of 6 killed and 31
wounded.—-Feniaus retire.—June 11th, 28th, Fenians
threaten other parts of the frontier.— Volunteer force in-

creased to 35,000 men.—Patriotism of Canadians at Chi-
cago and New York.—July 13th, 27th, Atlantic Cable
successfully laid by means of the Great Eastern.—The
Queen's congratulations conveyed by cable to Lord Monck
at Ottawa.—August 2nd, the lost Atlantic Telegraph
Cable of 1865 recovered and relaid.—Meeting of the last

Parliament of United Canada.—Failure of " Langevin's
Bill " on Education and resignation of Mr. Gait.—Novem-
ber, Canadian Statesmen go to England to confer with
the British Ministers respecting the details of Confedera-
tion.

1867—March 29th, the Parliament of Great Britain passes the
"British North America Act "and "The Canada Rail

way Loan Act."—July 1st, the inauguration of " The
Dominion of Canada" celebrated by a general holiday

and rejoicings throughout Canada.
^•v'b«>
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APPENDIX
III.

QUESTIONS FOB EXAMINATION.

I.—Introduction and ^*ap.

I. By whom and when, was the existence of America first made
known to Europeans? Name other discoyerers of territories in tho
Western hemisphere, and the dates of their discoveries.

3. When and for what reasons were the natives of North Ame-
rica named Indians? What were the names of the tribes with
Avhom the early French settlers had to do, and where were the
territories or huntinpr-grounds occupied by them ?

3. Give some account of the appearance and bodily qualities of
the Indians.

4. What were their mental qualities and disposition ?

5. What were their chief occupations and habits ?

6. What was the nature of their belief or religion ?

7. Describe their warlike weapons and customs.

II.—Cartier's Voyages (Arts. 1-23) 1534-1544.

8 Give some account of the discoverer of Canada, state what
voyages he made, and his route on his first voyage.

9. Describe Cartier's route on his second voyage.
10. Describe Cartier's reception at Stadacona and Hochelaga

;

what are the modern names of those places ?

II. How were Cartier's people afflicted during the winter of

1535 ? What happened at his departure from Stadacona in 1536?
13. What v/ere the results of Cartier's second voyage ?

13. What were the results of Cartier's third voyage?
14. Give some account of Roberval's attempt to found a settle-

ment in Canada.
15. Describe Cartier's virtues and faults.

III.—A D. 1544-1615. (Arts. 33-43.)

16. What caused the kings of France, after Francis I, to forget

Canada V

17. What was the enterprise of de la Roche?

I'f
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18. What was the peltry trade ? What other objects brought
the early French traders to the St. Lawrence ?

19. What persons took part in founding Port Royal (Annapolis)?
What was the early name of Nova Scotia ? What became of Port
Royal?

20. By whom and when was Quebec founded?
21. What part did Champlain take in the quarrels of the In-

dians, and why ?

22. What routes did Champlain follow in his expeditions

against the Iroquois in 1609, 1610 and 1615?
23. What were the discoveries made by Champlain in the

course of those expeditions?

rV.—A. D. 1615. (Akts. 45-58.) ;

24. Who were the earliest missionaries in Canada and when did

they arrive ? At what stations were they employed ?

25. Who were the earliest settlers or actual colonists ?

26. What three causes chiefly hindered the progress of the
colony at first ?

27. Who were the brothers de Caen ? What celebrated edifice

was founded by Champlain at Quebec?
28. What was the nature of Champlain's efforts from 1624 to

1626?
29. Describe some particulars of the arrival of Jesuit mission-

aries in 1625.

30. What Company or Society was formed by Richelieu in

1627? Explain what happened in 1628.

31. What happened to Champlain and his people in 1629?
32. How long did the English keep Quebec ? Describe Cham-

plain's return in May 1633.

v.—A. D. 1633-1663. (Arts. 59-99.)

33. What was the Company of 100 Associates bound, by its

charter, to (ID for the Colony ?

34. What part did Champlain take in promoting the conversion
of the Indians?

35. State some particulars of the last days of Champlain?
When did he die? What were his virtues and character?

36. What colonies had been founded elsewhere in North Ame-
rica? What has been said of the three principal nations of Europe
whose colonists settled in America?

37. Did the Company of Associates perform its duties towards
the Colony? How many inhabitants were there in 1635, 1640,

1648 and 1662 ? By what means were the colonists brought ?

38. Describe the first settling of the Island of Montreal in 1642 ?
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39. By wbat means were work people supplied for the Colony,
and wives for the colonists ?

40. VVbat were the numbers of the Iroquois warriors? What
were the consequences to the colony of Champlain's siding with
the enemies of the Iroquois ?

41. In what years did the colonists and the Iroquois have
peace? What happened in 1646

?

42. How did the Iroquois treat the missionaries in 1648 and
1049 ? What happened to the Huron nation in the latter year?

43. What was the state of the colony, owing to the Iroquois,
Ix'tween 1650 and 1660?

44. What was tlie design of the Iroquois in 1660, and by what
cause were they led to abandon it ?

45. Who were the governors, after Champlain, to the year 1661 ?

What was the position of the colonists, as respects the Iroquois,

in 1662?
46. In what light did the inhabitants regard the Governors?

By what title did the Indians designate a governor ?

47. Which were the two earliest religious female establishments
in Canada ? By whom were they founded ? Who was the earliest

schoolmaster ?

48. What was the name formerly given to Montreal ? What was
done for education there?

49. Who was Bishop Laval ? When did he arrive in Canada ?

What part did he take in regard to the liquor traffic? What part
was taken by the Governors ?

VI.—A. D. 1663-1682. (Arts. 100-151.)

50. What was the state of the colony in 1663 ? What three
principal measures were taken by the court of France to remedy
the evils ?

51. Describe the constitution of the Sovereign Council ; also

the functions of its chief members.
52. Who were the chief members of the Council at the time of

its establishment ?

53. What uncommon occurrences were witnessed in Canada in

the year 1663 ?

54. What additions were made to the resources of the colony at

this time ?

55. What differences occurred between the governor and Laval ?

What became of M. de Mesy ? Who succeeded him as governor ?

56. Give an account of the arrival of the Viceroy, de Tracy.
What military force was under his command?

57. What forts were built, and what other preparations were
made for humbling the Iroquois ?

58. Describe de Tracy's expedition against the Iroquois and its

results.

II
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59. What two educational institutions were founded by Laval
at Quebec ? How were the cler^ supported ?

60. Where were the Indians located in charge of the missiona-
ries, namely the converted Iroquois, the Al^nquins and the relics

of the Huronc, respectively? The Abenaquis?
61. Give an account of Intendant Talon, and state some of his

measures for increasing the colony ?

62. Who were the " voyageurs '* and " coureurs de bois "?

63. Who were the four governors, from 1663 to 1689?
64. What was done by de Courcelle to intimidate the Senecas ?

65. Give some account of governor Frontenac. What remark-
able events occurred during his governorship ?

66. Give an account of the discovery of the Mississippi.

67. Give an account of Robert de la Salle ? What stations did
he establish? What steps did he take for navigating the Lakes?
What was his end ?

68. What place was fortified by Frontenac and La Salle on the
north shore of Lake Ontario, and for what reasons ?

69. What were the causes of difference between Frontenac and
the Bishop, as well as the Intendant ?

70. From what causes was the colony suffering greatly during
Frontenac's first governorship ? Why was he recalled in 1682 ?

What did Frontenac say about civilizing the savages ?

VII.—A. D. 1682-1689. (Akts. 151-169.)

71. Describe de la Barre's expedition against the Iroquois, and
state its results.

73. What was de Denonville's conduct towards the Iroquois
chiefs, and what unhappy consequences followed ?

73. Describe de Denonville's expedition against the Senecas?
How did the Ottawa auxiliaries behave during and after battle ?

74. Who commanded at Montreal at this time ? What was the
state of the colony towards 1688 ?

75. State Kondiaronk's treacherous conduct,

76. Describe the " massacre of Lachine."

VIII.—A. D. 1689-1703. (Arts. 169-189.)

77. What measures were taken by Frontenac in order to restor*^

the fortunes of the colony ? What were the effects on the minds
of the English colonists?

78. Describe the siege of Quebec by Phipps in 1690. What was
Frontenac's conduct and how was it recognized ?

79. Describe Frontenac's expedition against the Iroquois in

1696. What were the results ?

80. What were the two leading objects aimed at by Frontenac
in his dealings with the Indians, and what success had he ?
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ided by Laval

te some of his

81. When did Frontenac die ? What title was given to him ?

82. Who succeeded Frontenac as governor? What course did
he follow towards the Iroquois and other Indian tribes? What
•occurred at Montreal in August 1701 ?

83. What was the policy of the Iroquois at this time towards
the English and the French colonists ?

84. Who was D'Iberville, and what were his services ?

IX.—A. D. 1703-1754. (Arts. 190-223.)

85. What were the claims of the English in regard to territory

which the French considered to belong to New France ?

86. What was the condition of the Western Indian tribes iu

1707? Who founded Detroit? What were the mutual feelings of
the English aud French colonists about 1710 and 1711 ?

87. What great damages threatened Canada in 1711 ? To wLat
causes was the safety of the colony owing ?

88. What territory was taken from France by the treaty of
Utrecht in 1713 ? How did France seek to repair her loss by that
treaty ?

89. How long did the governorship of de Vaodreuil last ? Des-
cribe the prosperous state of the colony before his death in 1725.
Who succeeded de Vaudreuil as governor in 1726 ?

90. What was the duration of M. de Beauharnais's governor-
ship? What regions were explored under his auspices ?

91. What led to the war of 1744? What stronghold was cap-
tured by the New Englandets in 1745 ?

92. What happened to governor de la Jonqui^re on his way out
to Canada? By whom was he replaced? What was the character
of M. de la Galissoni^re? What were his plans?

98. What measures were taken by Galissonidre, Jonqui^re and
M. Duquesne to exclude the English from the west and from the
valley of the Ohio?

94. What occurrences at sea served to maintain ill feeling
between the mother countries and their respective colonists ?

95. Describe the affairs in which Jumonville was killed ? Relate
the occurrences at Fort Necessity in June 1754.

96. State the positions of the chief fortified posts at this time
held by the English and French colonists.

97. What was the condition of Nova Scotia (Acadia) at this

time?

X.—A. D. 1754-1759. (Arts. 222-245.)

98. What was the English plan of attack in 1755 ? What regu-
lar troops had the English and French colonists respectively ?

90. Describe the operations of the English in Acadia? How
many of the French inhabitants were carried off from their native
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country ? Whitber were they taken, and what became of their
property? What were the reasons alleged for the dealings of the
Eng:lish with the Acadians?

100. Give particulars of the defeat of Gen. Dicskau. How did
ho accouut for his ill success ?

101. Describe Gen. Braddock's movement against Fort Duquesne
(niding in his defeat and death? Who commanded the French
and what were the forces on both sides?

102. What was done to harass the English colonists during the
winter of 1755-56?

103. What officers nnd troops were sent out by England and
France to America in the spring of 1756 ?

104. Who was now governor of Canada, and what were his
character and disposition ?

105. Describe the characters of Gen. Montcalm and the officers

who accompanied him.
106. Describe the character of Bigot.

107. What was the general condition of Canada at this time ?

108. Describe Montcalm's exploit at Chouagen or Oswego.
109. What victory was gained by Montcalm in 1757 ? Describe

what occurred after the capture of Fort William Henry.
110. What were the plans of the English for the year 1758?

Who was now the English prime minister ?

111. Who commanded the English in the attack upon Louis-
bourg ? What was the result ?

113. Describe the encounter between Aberchromby and Mont-
calm at Carillon (Ticonderoga).

113. What was the result of Gen. Forbes' march upon Fort
Duquesne ?

114. What were the general results of the campaign of 1758?

m

^, XI. -A. D. 1759-1763. (Arts. 245-286.)

115. What were the plans of the English for the campaign of
1759 ? What was arranged on the side of the French ?

116. Describe Gen. Amherst's operations in 1759 at Lake
Champlain.

117. What was effected by the English under Sir Wm. Johnson
iind Gen. Stanwix ?

118. Who commanded the expedition against Quebec, and of
what did the English armament consist ? What was the French
force for the defence of Quebec, and how was it disposed ?

119. How did the English General and Admiral commence
operations at Quebec? What happened on July 31st?

120. What were the effects of the bombardment of the city ?

121. Give particulars of the landing of Wolfe's a:iny on the
north bank of the St. Lawrence on the morning of Sept. 13th.
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122. What were tlie chief incidents of the battle of Sept. 13th.

What were the loBses on both sides ?

123. What happened on Sept. 18th ? What were the conditions
of the capitulation 1

124. What occurred during the winter of 17591760? How did
the English officers and soldiers behave towards the Canadians ?

Where were the French forces stationed ?

135. Describe the battle of April 28th, 1760. Why did de Lt'vi

retreat to Montreal three weeks after his victory ?

126. Describe the movement of the F glish forces, from thre&
ilitferont directions, upon Montreal, in 1760.

127. What were the terms of tlie capitulation of Montreal on
Sopt. 9th, 1760? Why would the English general not grant the
honours of war on that occasion ?

128. What was the substance of the Treaty of Feb. 10th, 1763,
as respected Canada and the other French possessions in America t

129. How many of the inhabitants of Canada remained in the
country when it passed under the rule of Great Britain ?

130. During the 130 years previous to 1760, how many persons
are supposed to liave been sent out from France to people New
France ?

Xn.—A. D. 1763-1791. (Arts. 287-323.)

131. What was the nature of the Royal Proclamation of October
1763 ? What were the expectations of the few British residents id
Canada, and what were the fears of the inhabitants of French. •

origin ?

132. Who was the first governor after the cession of Canada to
England ? What were his instructions and how far did he exe-
cute them ?

133. What name was now given to the province and to what
limits was the territory reduced?

134. When and why was General Murray recalled ? By whom
was he succeeded as governor?

135. What were the feelings of the Canadian Indians towards
the British ? What events occurred in 1764 owing to Ponthiac's
conspiracy ?

136. What was the general course followed by Governor Sir
Guy Carleton ?

137. What was the nature of the constitution conferred by the
*' Quebec Act " of 1774 ? Were the inhabitants of the province
satisfied with that Act ? When did it take effect?

138. What led the English colonists to rebel against the mother
country in 1775 ? Why did they invade Canada? In what direc-

tion did the American forces attack the province?
139. Describe the route of General Montgomery. What measureEk^

of defence were taken by Governor Carleton ?
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140. Describe the assault of Quebec by the Americans on Dec.
81st, 1775. What happened on the arrival of tlie English ships

in May?
144. Were the Canadians disposed to join the Americans against

tlie English ?

145. Wlien did the struggle between the revolted colonies and
England terminate ? What was the result ? Who were the U. E.
Loyalists, and how many came to Canada ?

146. Who succeeded Sir Guy Carleton ? What were his disposi-

tion and the results of his government ? What steps were taken to

remove the fi^eneral discontent ?

147. What was thepopulation of the province in 1790 ? How
many of these were English-speaking or Protestants?

XIII.—A. D. 1791-1812. (Arts. 334-348.)

148. Give some particulars of the constitution of 1791.

149. Describe the boundaries between Upper and Lower Canada
and between these and the United States.

150. When, and at what places, were the first Provincial Par-
liaments held? Who then governed in Upper and Lower Canada
respectively ? What sort of spirit was manifested in regard to the
working out of the new constitution?

151. What proofs were given of the popularity of Lord Dor-
chester? When did he finally leave Canada ? Who succeeded him ?

162. Mention proofs of the prosperity, harmony, and loyaltyv

which existed at this period.

153. What circumstance caused dissatisfaction with the Legis-
lative Councils both of Upper and Lower Canada? What abuses
grew out of the constitution of those Councils?

164. What additional grievance was complained of in Lower
Canada?

155. What difficulties sprang from the "Gaols Question" in

1805 and 1806?
156. What newspapersnow existed in Lower Canada ? How did

these promote dissension ?

157. What difficulties arose respecting the presence of Judges
and of .Tews in the House of Assembly ?

158. How did Governor Sir James Craig shew his displeasure at

the course pursued by the House of Assembly ? What steps did he
take in regard to the newspaper " Canadlen " ?

159. Who succeeded Sir James Craig ? In what ways did he
•endeavour to allay discord ?

XIV.—A. D. 1812-1815. (Arts. 349-870.)

ItiO. Mention some of the alleged causes which induced the
Americans to declare war against Great Britain in 1812.

\
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161. What were the ideas of the Americans generally respect-
ing tlie facility with which Canada might be conquered ? What
number of regular troops were tlien stationed in British North
America ?

162. What was the first operation of the war of 1813 ? Give
some account of Michillimakinac.

103. Describe General Brock's operations at Detroit. What
prevented him from following up his victory?

104. What happened in October on the Niagara frontier? What
were the results of the battle of Queenston Heights ? What famous
Indian chiefs served under General Brock ?

165. What victories were gained by General Proctor in 1818 ?

What caused his retreat up the river Thames ? What became of
Proctor's force ?

106. What famous Indian chief was killed at the battle of
Moravian Town ?

107. Give some particulars of the battle of Stoney Creek.
108. Describe Sir Gordon Drummond's operations in October,

1813. Why did he cause the American towns Lewiston, Blactc
Rock, and Buffalo to be burnt ?

109. Describe the battles of Chateauguay and Chrysler's Fanii,
and state the important results of the victories gained.

170. What were the American plans for the campaign of 1814 ?

171. What successes were gained by the British under Major
Handcock, and on Lake Ontario ? Describe the battle of Lundy's
Lane.

"

173. What were the results of General Prevost's movement on
'

Plattsburg? W^hen was peace made between England and the
United States ?

XV.—A. D. 1814-1838. (Arts. 371-387.)

173. What is the nature of the lessons taught by the history of
the American war of 1813-1814 ?

174. What was the general character of the Governors and
Administrators who ruled in Upper and Lower Canada between
1814 and 1841 ?

175. What was complained of in the composition of the Execu-
tive and Legislative Councils of Lower Canada? Of whom did
the Legislative Assembly mostly consist ?

176. What question created dissension in the Legislature of
L. C? What is the process called "stopping the supplies," and
when was it resorted to by the Assembly ?

177. What project for putting an end to dissension was sug-
gested about 1820 ? What feelings were roused by it in L. C, and
what steps were taken to defeat it ?

178. Give some account of the subjects of discord in Upper

%
n

Ml

! \
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Canada, explaining the terms "family compact" nnd "cler^'y

reserves."

179. Who was the most notorious opponent of the government
of Upi)er Canada, liow was he dealt with by the Assembly, and
what designs did he Imrbour?

180. Give some acct.unt of Louis Paplneau. What was tlu>

«tate of Lower Canada in 1882, 1888, and 1884 ? What was the

nature and olyect of the •' 92 iicsolutions " ?

181. State some of the occurrences which preceded the out-

break in L C. in 1887?
182. What happened at St. Denis and St. Charles? Who vnrv,

the loaders of the insurgents and what befel them ?

183. What displays of loyalty were made in Quebec, Montreal,

Upper Canada and the other British provinces? What was tlu*

behaviour of the Bishop and Clergy of the majority of inhabitants

ofL. C?
184. How was the insurrection put down in the country North

and West of Montreal ?

185. What was done in March, 1888, respecting the constitution

of 1791, and what provision was made for the government of the
Province ?

XVI.—A. D. 1838-1841. (Arts. 387-408.)

186. In what capacity was Earl Durham sent to Canada ? Wlint
measures did he adopt? When and why did he resign? Wiint
remedy did he recommend for ending the troubles of the provinces V

187. State some particulars of the insurrection of 1838 in L. C
188. Relate the circumstances of the revolt at Toronto headel

by McRenzie.
189. Wliat " sympathy " was afforded to the insurgents by Ame-

ricans on the frontiers? State the particulars of the cutting out
of the " Caroline."

190. At wliat other places in Upper and Lower C*anada was
there fighting with the refugees and sympathizers ? What became

)

of the chief leaders in the troubles of 1837 and 1838 ?

191

.

How were Sir John Colbome's services recognized ?

192. Upon what course did the British government determine ?

Who was sent to carry out the project of Union of the Provinces ?

On what grounds were some opposed to this union ?

193 When were the Canadas united, and what were the prin-

cipal provisions of the Act of Union ?

194. What was the increase of population in the Canadas
between 1800 and 1814? What was the total population in 1841 ?

To what extent had immigration increased the population ?

195 How was the progress of the provinces shown by the
increase of the revenue, and of imports and exports ?

196. Give some account of the increase in the number of the
ministers of religion before 1841.
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197. What was dono by the Legislature for the advanconn'iU of
Education and th(; diffusion of useful knowledg(>, bofore 1841 ?

198. When were steam shiiw introduced on tlie Canadian
waters?

199. How many newspapers were published in the Canachis

previously to 1841 ?

200. State some particulars relating to tho pestilence (cholera)

in 1882 and again in 1884.

XVII.^A. D. 1841-1867. (Aim. 409-458.)

201. Where did the first parliament of United Canada meet,
and what leading questions were dealt with 1 What public loss

was exi)erienced before the close of the session?
202. In what important resiiect does this period of Canadian

History (1841-1867) differ from all former periods ?

208. What is •' responsible government " ? What eminent men
were in the government in the times of Lord Sydenham, Sir

Charles Bagot and Lord Metcalfe ?

204. What change came about in the opinions of many respect,

in^ the chief actors in the outbreak of 18«37 and 1838 ? How was
this change manifested ?

205. What great calamity occurred in Quebec in 1845, and
what was done for relief of the sufferers ?

206. Who succeeded Lord Metcalfe ? VVhat were then the chief
public questions and what was done respecting them?

207. When did Earl Elgin become governor ? Who were then
the leading public men of Upper and Lower Canada respectively ?

208. What was the nature of the "Rebellion Losses Bill," and
what occurred in consequence of the governor's assent being given
to it ? Was the governor's course approved by the British govern-
ment ?

209. What important public questions were introduced nnd
wholly or partially settled during Earl Elgin's governorship?
State the nature of each, and some particulars of their adjustment.

210. Who succeeded the Earl of Elgin as Governor General?
What was done in 1855 and 1856 relating to the seigniorial

tenure of land and the election of Legislative Councillors ?

211. What new question now excited agitation and dissension >

What question was referred to the Queen for settlement, and wimt
was her Majesty's decision t

212. Give some account of the " North-West Territory " and
state the proposed scheme respecting it.

213. In what way did party spirit and combinations prevent
good legislation, and cause dissatisfaction, during the earlier part

of Lord Monck's governorship ?

214. How were England and Canada in danger of being invol-

ved in the great strife between the Northern and the Southern
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States of the American Union ? Were tlie governments of the
United States and of Canada on bad terms ?

215. Give some account of the objects of the Fenians, and of
their attack upon Canada in 1866.

216. What means were found by the statesmen of Canada, in

1864 and 1865, for putting an end to the difficulties which hin-
dered legislation ?

217. What was the increase of population from 1841 to 1861^
and what is the anticipated population of 1871 ?

218. Mention some particulars shewing the vast growth of
commerce and trade of Canada since 1841. What caused the
public debt of Canada ? State some particulars of the Canals, Rail-

ways, and Telegraph lines of Canada.
219. Mention some particulars of the visit of the Prince of

Wales in 1860. What was the extent of his journey through Ca-
n^xla and the United States, and what was the nature of the recep-

tion accorded to him by the inhabitants? What feelings chiefly

impelled the people to behave as they did towards the young
prince ?

220. How was the progress of Canada manifested to the world
at the International Exhibitions of 1851 and 1862 ? What Prince
promoted those exhibitions, and what mournful event happened
on December 14th, 1867 ?

221. Describe the Municipal system of Canada.
222. Mention some particulars respecting the progress of

Public Education in Upper and Lower Canada.
223. When and by whom was the project of *' Confederation ''

brought forward in the Canadian Parliament ? What was done
resp^ing it ?

224. VHiat declaration was the result of the conference at

Charlottetown ? What was the result of the Quebec conference

held in October 1864?
225. Mention some further particulars relative to the bringing

about of the Confederation of the British North American Pro-

vinces? What provinces eventually became parts of the Con-
federation ?

226. By what Act of the British Parliament was the " Dominion
of Canada" established ? What other Act was passed at the same
time, and for what reasons ?

?37 State some principal provisions of the Constitution of the
Dominion of Canada.

228. On what day did the Dominion of Canada come into exis-

tence ? Name the capital of the Dominion and the capitals of the

several provinces. Who were the first Lieutenant-Governors ?

JJU]
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N.B.—Tlio figures indicate the pages.

Abercrombie, General, defeat at Ticonderoga, 161.

Abraham, battle of the plains of, 174; second do., 185.

Acadia, name given to Lower Canada, 39 ; see Nova Scotia.

Acadians, deportation of to Now England, 148.

Aiguillon, Duchesse de, 81.

Aiileboust, de, governor, 67.

Aix-la-Chapelle, tieaty of, 145.

Algonquin Indians, original stock, 43; French alliance with,

44 ; friendly behaviour of, 57 note.

America, civil war in, 300.

American sympathy with tlie insurrection, 272.

American war of 1812, 227 ; alleged causes of, 228 note; excesses
of American during, 240 note.

Amerigo Vespucci, voyages and pretensions of, xviii.

Amherst, General, commander in chief of English forces, 164.

Annapolis, why called, 134.

Argenson, de, governor, 67; negotiations with Irocj^uois, 77;
character, 80.

Arnold, General, beseiges Quebec, 200.

Associates, Company of One Hundred, 60 ;
government of, 58

;

suppressed, 88.

Avaugour, d', governor, 67, 78.

Barre, de la, governor, 116; recalled, 118.

Beauharnois, Marquis de, governor, 138.

Bigot, Intendant, dishonesty of, 154.

Bishop, first Roman Catholic, 86 ; do. Protestant, 278.

Bougainville, de, 154 note; at siege of Quebec, 169.

Boundaries of Upper and Lower Canada, 211.

BourqadeSy xxii.

Braddock, General, defeated at Monongahela, 150.

Bradstreet, General, captures Fort Frontenac, 162.

Bras de fer, de, 67 note.

Breboeuf, murder of, 72 ; remains brought to Quebec. 75 note.

British North America Act, 319.

Brock, General, takes Detroit, 230
j
death of, 232.

IJurgoyue, Generul, capitulation ot, 204.

23

'1

;1ji

iif

Buthy-Run, battle of, 195 note.



354 INDEX.

Bytown. See Ottawa.
Cabot, discovers Newfbniulland, xix,

Caeti, brothers de, 52, 53.

Cal Here, de, com niaudan tat Montreal, 116; governor, 130; treaty

with the Indians, ih ; death, ib.

Canada, discovery by Colnnibus,xvii ; f.rst winter in, 30; region
iirst called, 38; valuable peltry tracie of, 37; surrendered lo

Kirkt, 57; recovery of to France, 59; divisions of history
of, 66 ; state of in 1635, 68 ;

governnientof under Associates,

78 ; created a Royal government, 88; constitution of 1663,
DO; religious constitution, 101

;
population in 1668,104;

in 1672, 106 ; trade and manufactures of encouraged by
Talon, 106 /oZ^.; unhappy condition in 1688-1689, 123;
unfavorable opinion of in France, 132 note ; trade in 1725,

135; surrendered to Great Britain, 188; under military
government, 190 ; New constitution of, 211 ; constitution of

ur ion, 275
;
general progress after 1841, 303; Public system

of Education, 311 ; 'iv constitution under the B. N. A. Act,
see Appendix.

Canada Railway Loan Act, 319.

Cap-Rouge, Ibrt built at, 34.

Cari";nan regiment, the, 95 ;
grants of land to, 105.

Carillon. See Ticonderoga.
Carleton, Sir Guy, governor-general, 197; re-appointed, 208;

farewell addresses to, 217.

Caroline, affair of the, 271.

Caron, Joseph le, mission of to Hurons, 47.

Cartier, Jacques, visits Gaspe, xx ; first voyage, 25; takes pos-

session of country, 26; second voyage, 27 ; reaches Island of

Orleans, 28; visit to Hochelaga, 29; sufferings during win-

ter, 30 ; takes formal possession of country, 31 : carries uU
Donnacona, 32; neglect of, ih. ; captain general, 33 ; third

voyage, 34 ; hostility of the Indians, ib. ; return to France,
36 ; character and reputaiion, ib.

Caturacoui, fort built. 111 ; abandoned, 126; see Kingston.
Cayugas. See Iroquois.

Centurion, the, at Quebec, 170 note.

Chanibly, fort St. Louis built at, 98.

Chanii)iaiii, Samuel de, voyage to Tadou8sac,40; founds Quebec,

42; expedition up the St. Lawrence, 43; against Iroquois,

44; second expedition, 45 ; third, and defeat by Iroquois,

40; winters among the Hurons, 47; geographical discover-

ies, ib. ; new settlements, 48 ; marriage, 49 note; endcavoiu's

to remove, i6.; Madame Champlain, 50; founds fort St.

Louis, 51 ; visits Paris, 52; Lieut.-General of New France,

61 ; death and burial of, 63.

Chan)plain, lake, map of French positions on, 158.
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Chateau ffiiav J battle of, 23S.

Chates, M. oe, connection vith Cliamplain, 40.

Chauvin, Capt., trading company of, 89.

Cliolera, ravages of, 281.

Choiiagen, capture of by IJontcalm, 156.

Chrysler's farm, aflf'air of, 240.

Civil list, disputes over, 251.

Clergy reserves, 212; disputes over, 253; final settlement of,

294 note.

Colbert, good offices of, 89 ; work of, 94 7ioie.

Colborne, Sir John, services of, 274.

Colonies, other European in America, 65.

Columbus, discovery of America by, xviii.

Company of New France, suppressed, 52.

Conde, Duke de, viceroy, 49.

Confederation of the North American provinces, 314.

Constitution, new, 211; of the union, 275; under B. N. A. Acl,
see Appendix.

Constitutional committees, the ; 257.

Cook, James, at Quebec, 109 note.

Courcelles, de, expeditions against Iroquois, 109.

Crown Point, built, 139.

Daniel, murder of, 73.

Declaration of Independence, 199.

Denonville, de, governor, 118 ; treatment of Iroquois, 119 ; de-
feats the Senecas, 120 ; recalled, 125.

Detroit, capture of by Brock, 230.

Discovery of Canada by Columbus, xviii.

Discoveries, French in the interior, 139 note.

Divisions of Canadian History, Qd.

Dollard, Capt., heroism of, 76.

Dorchester, Lord. See Carleton, Sir Guy.
Duquesne, governor, 141.

Durham, Lord High Commissioner, 267.

Dutch settlements on the Hudson, 65.

Earthquakes of 1663, 91.

Ea.stern Townships, first represented in Parliament, 280.

Education, interest of the New Parliament in, 214 ; religious
grievances in, 222 ;

progress of from 1800, 279.

Education, system of public, 311.

Electoral system, changes in in 1856, 296 note.

Elgin, Lord, governorship of, W6 fok/.
Emerillon, discovery of remains of, 30 7iote.

Emigration, under the Associates, 68; influence of religious

orders on, G9; engagiU, 70; policy of Talon, lOG; neglect of

by home government, 131; increased after the union, 303.

Engagis. See Emigration.
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English in America, trade oppoflition of, IIG; support the
Iroquois, 118; d'Iberville's expeditions against, 121 note

;

hostilities under Frontenac, 126; claims of, 13ii; frontier

warfare wit)> , ib.

English and French colonists, position in 1754, 146.

Erie, Lake, naval engagements on, 236.
Execudve Council, abuses of, 221.

Exhibition, International of 1862, 309.
jbiimily compact, the, 253.

Fenian raid, the, 301.

Finance, claims of the Assembly in respect of, 251.

Five counts ., meeting of, 260.

Francis I. of France, appreciation of Cartier, 7, 36.

French revolution, the, 213.

French town, battle of, 235.

Frontenac, de, governor, 94 ; builds Cataracoui, 111 ; recalled,

115; second term, 125; defence of Quebec, 127; expeditions
against Iroquois, 129; death of, 130.

Frontenac. See Kingston.
Galisoniere, de, governor, report on condition of New France,

141.
« Gaols " Act, the, 222.

Gaspe, visited by Cartier, xx.

George, massacre of Fort, 159.

George, lake, map of French and English positions on, 158.

Ghent, peace of, 247.

Gosford, Lord, commission to report on grievances, 259.

Governments, various under British rule, 276 note.

(governors, list of during 40 years from 1663, 94 tiote; insufficient

pay of er ly, 141 note; list of from 1814, 249 note ; do. since

Union Lei, 285 note.

Guvart, Maiie de, first superior of Ursulines, 82; life and death
"
of, 83.

*' Habeas Corpus " Act introduced, 207.

Haldimand, Major-General, governor, 205; recalled, 207.

Halifax, founded by the English, '39.

Hebert, Louis, 50 note.

Helen's Island, why named, 49.

Henry IV". of France, sends out de la Roche, 37 ; assassination

of, 49.

Hochelaga, Indian town of, 29.

Hotel Dieu of Quebec founded, 81 ; of Montreal, 83.

Huguenots, early settlers from, 41 note.

Huron Indians, French alliance with, 44; expeditions against

Iroquois, ib.; settlements in Georgian Bay, 46; Champlain's
visit to, 47; French missionaries amongst, ib. ; hostilities

between Iroquois and, 72 ; conquest and dispersion of, 75.
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n, 158.

59.

isufficient

do. since
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against
luplain's

)stilitiea

of, 75.

Iberville, d', exp'oits against English, 121 note,

Indians, origin of name, xx ; numbers at time of discovery of
Canada, xxi ; character and customs, xxi ; mode of living,

xxii; belief, xxiii; treatment of pr'soners, xxiii; language,
xxiv; number and condition of Indians under the Dominion
fovernment, xxiv?io<e; French trade with, 49: mission of
esuits to, 50 ; liquor traffic with, 51, 86 ; hostility between

Iroquois and Canadian Indians, 72; treaty ofde Callieres

with, 130; revolt of western tribes, 194.

Indies, term generally applied to Eastern countries, xviii note

;

Company of, 135.

Insnrrection of 1837, 261; of 1838, 268.

Intercolonial railway projected, 315.

Iroquois Indians, hostility of other tribes to, 43; divi^sions, '14;

French expeditions against, i6. ; defeat by, 46; hostility of

to French, 51 ; troubles with, 72 ; murder of missionaries

by, 73 folg. ; Bollard's defence against, 76 ; negotiations

with, 77 ; de Tracy's expedition against, 98 ; fresh troubles
with, 115; conference of Frontenac with, ib. ; renewed in-

solence of under la Barre, 117 ; English support of, 118;
betrayal of by de Denonville, 119; Kondiaronk'a treachery
and renewal of the war, 122; massacre of Lachine, 124;
independence of, 130.

Jesuits, first missionaries of, 41 : settlement of, 54; authority
of under the Associates, 62 ;

*' Relations" of, 68; mission
work resumed, 102; famous missionaries of, 103.

Jews, bill to exclude from Parliament, 225.

Jonquiere, de la, taken prisoner, 140.

Judges, case of the, 225, 252 note.

Jumonviile, de, case of, 142.

Kent, Duke of, address of the Quebec Assembly to, 216 note.

Kingston, seat of government, 285 ; see Cataracoui.

Kirkt, Commodore, capture of supplies by, 56; surrender of

Quebec to, 57.

Kondiaronk, treachery of, 122 ; death of, 130 note.

Lachine, settled by Champlain, 49; massacre of, 124.

Lalemant, Charles, 62; Gabriel, murder of, 73.

Langevin's bill, 31C.

Lauzon, Jean and CharleL de, governors, 67.

Laval, FranQois, vicar apostolic of New France, 85 ; Bishop of

Quebec, 83; influence in suppressing the liquor traffic, H'i
;

visits Paris, ib.
;
difficulties with Frontenac, 114.

Law of Canada under English rule, 193 ; see Quebec Act.

Le Jeune, earliest schoolmaster, 83.

Le Moyne, mission to Iroquois, 77 ; ambassn>ior of de Denon-
ville to the Indians, 118.

Levis, chevalier de, attempts to retake Quebec, 185.
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Louis XIV, extravagance of, effect of on Canada, 89 note.

Louisbourg, founded, 139; captured by the English, 140 ; second
capture by Wolfe and Amherst, 160.

Loyalty of Canadians under the New Constitution, 219.

Lumber trade, inception of by Talon, 106.

Lundy's lane, battle of, 244.

McKenzie, revo't of, 269 ; elected to Parliament, 291.

Mackinaw. See Michilliraachinac.

Maisonneuve, defeats the Iroquois, 72; retirement of, 102.

Mai de terre. See Scurvy.
Manufactures, introduced by Talon, 107.

Martial law, proclamation of, 264.

Michillimakinac, capture of, 229, see note.

Military government of General Murray, 190.

Minerals, Cartier's search for, 35.

Mississippi, discovery of, 112.

Mohawks. See Iroquois.

Montagnais Indians, French trade with. 43; see Hurons.
Monongahela, battle of, 160.

Montcalm, Marquis de, arrival in Canada, 152 ; defence of

Quebec, 168 ; death of, 177.

Montgomery, General, expedition against Canada, 200.
Montmagny, de, governor, 67 ; character of, 79.

Montmorency, Duke de, viceroy, 49.

Montreal, named by Cartier, 29 ; settlement of, 49 ; Company of,

59; Hotel Dieu, 83; Notre Dame, 84; Seminary of, 103;
meeting of Iroquois with Frontenac at, 115; fortification of

under ae Callidre, 121: Phipps' expedition against, 127;
population in 1725, 135; capitulation of, 187; taken by
Montgomery, 200; seat of government, 29Q; Parliament
buildings burned, 294.

Monts, de, founds Port Royal, 41.

Mountain, Dr., first protestant bishop of Quebec, 278.

Municipal system, introduction of, 310.

Murray, General, defeated by de Levis, 185 ; military governor
of Canada, 188, 190; governor general, 192.

Napierville, battle of, 26«.

Necessity, fort, capture of by the French, 143.

Nelson, Dr. Wolfred, leader of rebellion, 261 ; returned to Par-
liament, 291.

New Engl. English colonies in, 65; prosperity of, 136.

Newfoundlanu, early cod fisheries in, xix.

New France, name given by Amerigo, xix ; see Canada.
Newspapers, earlv, 223 ; increase of after 1800, 281.

Niagara, Fort, taken by Sir Wm. Johnson, 166 ; by Sir Gordon
Drummond, 237.

Ninety-two resolutions, the, 258.



INDEX. 359

North-west territory, 298.

Notre Dame de Montreal begun, 84.

Nova Scotia ceded to England, 144.

Oaths of allegiance aiid abjuration, 193.

One Hundred Associates, Company of. See Associates.
Oneidas. See Iroquois.

Onondagas. See Iroquois.

Ononthio, Indian title of governor, 79.

Ottawa, seat of government, 297.

Outagamis, revolt of, 134.

Papineau, Louis, speaker, 257; encourages rebellion, 259;
escapes to States, 263 note ; returned to Parliament, 290.

Paris, treaty of, 188.

Parliament, first, of Lower Canada, 212 ; of Upper Canada, 213.
*« Patriots," the, revolt of, 261.

Peltrie, Mdme. de la, 81 ; death of, 82.

Peltry trade with Indians, 38 ;
protection of, 39.

Petite guerre^ frontier warfare so called, 126, 129.

Phipps, Commodore, expeditions against the French, 126.

Place Royale, site of Montreal, 49.

Plains of Abraham, battle of, llifolg.i second do, 185.

Plattsbur^, expedition against, 246.

Plessis, Bishop, influence of, 279 note.

Pontegrave, trading company of, 39 ; associated with Cham-
pla,in, and de Monts, 40; returns to France, 42.

Ponthiac, revolt of, 196.

Population, increase of under English rule. See Canada, po-

pulation of.

Port Royal, founded by de Monts, 41 ; ruined by Capt. Argall,

lb.; change of name, 134; see Annapolis.
Portuguese, early seamanship of, xvii.

Post otfice, undertaken b}'^ Canadian government, 295 note.

Prince of Wales, visit of to Canada, 307.

Proclamation of English law, how received, 191.

Proctor, Colonel, successes of, 235 ; retreat of, 236.

Provinces, division of Canada into, 192.

Public works, expenditure upon, 278, 305.

Quebec, origin of, 42; Indian trade with, 49; religious services

first held at, 50 ; Fort St. Louis built, 51 ; surrenJeieii to

English, 57; restored to France, 59; first parish church, ()2;

Hotel Dieu and Ursuline convent, 69 ; register of births,

etc., first kept, 70 note ; first bishop of, 86 ; Seminary and
Little Seminary, 101 ; attacked by Phipps, 127

;
population

in 1725, 135; Vessels of war ' Jt in, 136 ; siege of, 168;
surrender of, 180 ; second siej^ . of, 200 ; Literary and His-
torical Society of, 280

;
great fires of 1845, 291.

Quebec Act, the, 198.
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Quebec Conference, 317.
Quebec, province of, established, 192.

Queenstown heights, battle of, 232.

Race animosities, 233, 250.

Railway Loan Act, the, 319.

Railway system introduced, 295 note.

Rebellion of 1837, 261 ; of 1838, 268.

Rebellion Losses Bill, the, 294.

Recollets, missionaries of, 41 : suppression of in favor of the
Jesuits, 62 ; restored by Talon, 102.

Reign of terror, the, 226 note.

Religious freedom preserved by the treaty of Paris, 191 note.

Religious orders, influence tf on emigration, 69.

Religious services, first, 50.

Revenue, increase of from 1800, 278 ; after 1841, 304. »^.

Revolt, of western Indians, 194 ; of English colonies, 1*99.

Richelieu, Cardinal, founder of the A-^sociates, 60 ; death of, 68.

Roberval, Viceroy, 33; desertion by Cartier, 35; laihire of and
recall, 36 ; death, ih. note.

Roche, Marquis de la, viceroy, 37.

Ryswick, peace of, 133, 144.

St. Charles?, defeat of insurgents at, 263.

St. Denis, insurgents at, 262.

St. Eustache, affair of, 266.

St. Louis castle burnt, 283.

St. Therese, fort built, 98.

Salaberry, d-?, defeats the Americans at Chateauguay, 238.

Salle, de la, undertakings and discoveries of, 113; death of,

114 note.

Scurvy, ravages of, 30 ; Indian cure for, ih. ; causes and effects,

42 note.

Seat of government, at Kingston, 285 ; at Montreal, 290 ; at

Toronto, 295 ; at Ottawa, 297.

Seigneuries established, 69
;
granted to officers of Carignan

regiment, 105 ; law of, 107 ; abolished, 295 note.

Seminary of Quebec, lOi ; Little do., ih. ; of Montreal, 103.

Senecas. See Iroquois.

Separate Schools system introduced, 295 note.

Shipbuilding begun at Quebec, 135.

Siliery, convent of S. Joseph de, founded, 69.

Small-pox, ravages of in the settlements, 238.

Smythe, General, proclamation of, 233 note.

Societies, literary and scientific encouraged, 280.

Soissons, Due de, viceroy, 49.

Sons of Liberty, the^ 261.

Sorel, Fort, built, 98.

Stadacona, Indian settlement at, 28.
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Steamer, first in Canadian waters, 280.

Stobo, Capt. Robert, infornmtion of, 151 note ; 173 note.

Stony Creek, affair of, 237.

8ulpicianH, emigration of, 70 ; niission work of, 103.

Sydenhan), Lord, as governor, 286.

Tadoussac, early French station at, 39; religious servicen Hi^t

held at, 50.

Talon, Jean, Intendant, 94; wise administration of, HHfohf.
Tecuntneh, assistance of, 235, 247 note.

Thompson, Mr. Ponlett, governor-general, 274.

Three Rivers, religious services first held at, 50 ; re-establisii-

ment as a French post, 61.

Ticonderoga, battle of, 161.

Toronto, capital of Upper anada, 219; of the Union, 295.

Townships, Eastern, first representation of, 280.

Tracy, Marquis de, builds fort^ Sorel, Cliambly and St. 'i'liero'-o,

95 ; expedition against Mohawks, 98
;

peace of with
Iroquois, 99.

Trade, encouragement of by Talon, 106 />/A/ ; French nuMrs
permitterl to embark in, 108 nott; ; increase under Vau-
dreuil, 135; reciprocity of with United States, 205 nofe

;

progress of after the U^nion, .'»(>4.

Treaty, of Ryswick, 133 ; of 1713, 135 ; of Paris, 188 ; of Indepen-
dence, 205; treaties between France and England, 143 fh!(/.

Trent, affair of the, 300.

Union of the two Provinces, 275.

U. E. Loyalists, 205.

United Slates, independence of, 205.

Upper Canada, grants of land in, 200; first parliauunt of, 213;
trade of, 219.

Ursulines, convent of, 69, 81.

Utrecht, treaty of, 144.

Vaiidreuil,de, governor, 131 ; <Ieath of, 138; cliaracter of, l.o3.

Venta<lour, Due de, viceroy, +9.

Verrazani, founder of New France, xix.

Victoria, Queeti, accession of how received, 260.
Vi -toria bridge completed, 307.

Ville Marie. See Montreal.
Voyngeurs, See Coureiirs de hois.

Walker, Admiral, expedition of against'Canada, 134.
Wa-hington, capture of, 248 note.

Washington, George, encounter with de Jtimonville, 142.
Weir, Capt., murdered by insurgents, 262 note.

William Henry, Fort, built, 156 note; captured by Montcalm,157
Wolfe, General, captures Louisbourg, 160; expedition against

Quebec, 166; death of, 176; remains sent to Ejiglund, 181.

Wolfe's cove, 17.3.

York. See Toronto -fti
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# School Books Published by Dawson Bros,

V t

By professor DAREY, M.A.,

Professor of the French Language and Literature in the

University of Mc&ill College,

The Dominion Phrase Book, or the Student's
Companion for practically acquiring the Fcench
and English Languages. Price, 30 cents.

Gours deLectures Francaises ; A Selection from
the Classic Writers of France, containing many
from the leading Authors of the present day,
with a copious vocabulary. Price, 75 cents.

By N. DUVAL, B.A.,

Teacher of the French Language in the Schools of the

Protestant Commissioners of Education for the

City of Montreal.

An Elementary French Grammar ; Containing

a Selection of General Rules from the most

approved French Grammars, with exercises in

French and English, illustrating the Rules given.

Price, 25 cents.

A Juvenile French Course ; Comprising a Collec-

tion of Phrases for acquiring the Rudiments of

the French Language, with Exercises in French

and English. Price, 10 cents.

Juvenile French Course, first year. New and
revised edition. Price, 1 cents.

Juvenile French Course, second year. New
and revised edition. Price, 10 cents.

Lectures ohoisies pour la Jeunesse ; Contenant
une foule d'Anecdotes amusantes, d'Historiettes,

de Gontes et de Fables, etc., avec un Dictionnaire
des mots Franyais traduits en Anglais. Price,

30 cents.
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School Boohs Piihlished hy Dawson Bros,

By professor ANDREW,
Of the UniversUy of McGill College.

The New Dramatic Reader; Comprising a Selec-

tion of Pieces for Practice in Elocution, with in-

trpductory hints to Readers. Price, 75 cents.

By J. D. MORELL, LLD.,

H. M. Inspeclor of Schools^ England.

A Complete Manual of Spelling on the Prin-
ciples of Contrast and Comparison ; with nume-
rous Exercises. Price, 30 cents.

By F. C. EMBERSON, M.A.,

Inspector of Schools in the Province of Quebec.

The Art of Teaching ; A Manual for the use of

Teachers and School Commissioners. Price, 50
cents. '^^

.

Canadian Elementary School Atlas; for the
use of Junior Classes, containing 16 Maps, Price,

25 cents.

A cheap and yet very complete elementary Atlas.

The Maps, which are similar to those in Keith John-
son's elementary Atlases, are clear and attractive.

Lennie's. English Grammar
Carpenter's Spelling
The Spencerian Series of Copy Books; A

System of Penmanship very extensively used in
the United States and the Dominion of Canada.
The System is comprised in twelve Numbers, and
divided into four distinct Series, viz:

—

NoN. 1, 3, 3, 4 4c 5 Common School Series.
Nos. 4lde7 BuMiness Series.
Bros. HA9 liBdies* Series.
Nos. 10, 11 A 13 Exercise Series.




