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A CRY FOR INCREASED MISSIONARY ZEAL.

CerTAIN providential events have lately led me to reflect much and se-
riously on the nature of the Mission cause—the duty of the church in re~
ference to it—and the manner in which she is discharging the duty. I
solicit t e privilege of occupying a small space in your columns, in order
to present to your readers, for their solemn consideration, some of the
thoughts which have thus been brought to my mind.

Dear Reader, you possess abundantly, not only the necessaries of life; -
but also its comforts; while many are even revelling in luxuries.—
‘Whatever of edibles your appetites crave, and whatever is ornamental that
your minds desire, you readily obtain. The varied and abundant supply of
provicions with which your tables are spread, and the numerous and costly
ornaments which adorn both your persons and habitations, attest to the
truth of this assertion. Yes, wealth is not unfrequently profusely squan-
déred away on these things, that are necessary to keep up with those God
dishonoring customs and fashions which have arisen from unhallowed am-
bition. You are basking under the pleasant influences of freedom,—a
protection of life and property, whose bulwarks are intelligence,—a social
ana political fabric founded in morality—and the general promulgation of
the gospel dispensation. The stream of salvation flows through the length
and breadth of our land; and we have the scripture invitations, « Ho every
one that thirsteth, come to the waters, and he that hath no money :” “And
the Spirit and +he bride say, come ; and let him that heareth say, come ;
and wkosoever will, let him come to the water of life freely.” The beams
of heavenly light illuminate our land. They disclose to you the awful
woes of hell, and the glories of heaven. They make known to us how we
may escape the former, and obtain the laiter. They reveal heaven to be
just such an abode of ease and felicity as that for which the soul so intense-
oy ye;zrns. Can we concieve of greater blessings than those which we pos-
sess !

Next let us contrast the condition of the poor heathen with our own.—
To them the blessed influences which flow from social, political, and reli-
gious dnstructions, founded on the principles of scripture, are wholly un-
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known. The sweets of freedom they never tasted. To life and property
no security is afforded. No rays of divine light lighten their lands. To
them heaven and hell are both alike unknown. A gloomy, {mpenctrable
darkness overshadows the future. ‘Chey possess nothing caleulated to sati-
ate the desires of the vmmortal soul.  Sunk in the lowest depths of debas-
ing, degrading idolatry, ignorauce, and every species of wickedness, they
‘must be the subjects of the most eonsummate mmisery. Is it not most paintut
and overwhelming to think of the myriads that are in this condition, who
“know nothing of our glad tidings, nothing of our merciful, compassionate,
blessed Redeemer, and shut out from the heaven of light,” must conse-
quently be passing through the grave into the outer darkness,—the grim,
impenetrable darkness. Shall we allow this to go on forever? Picture
to yourselves, in imagination. the pit of hell, and the thousands who are
daufy unconsciously passing into it. As you have this view before your
minds, consider that God has given to you a light which discloses to you
that awful « place of torment,” and Liow you may escape it. But further,
consider that you have it in your power {o give them, that light which
wouid open up to their view the gulf of eternal ruin to which they are
hastening, and the bliss they are losing ; and thus myriads would be rescued
from the never ending torments of-hell, and added to the company of those
who sing the new song.  As you thus reflect on the condition of
the beathen, ask youselves il you can make too great self-denial and
self-sacrifice, in order to send to these perishing heathen the light of
the gospel. If these considerations awaken in your bosoms no sympathy
for the perishing milfions—if they exert no influence on your minds, most
assuredly on that day when all shall be called on to render in an account of
the use which they have made of all their varied privileges ; the command
of our Saviour to his apostles, “ freely ye have received freely give” will
be reiterated to you. What reply will you make? Can you then reply
that you have obeyed the spirit of this command ? No. Conscience then
awakened will forbid such a replv. Then shall follow the denouncement
of that dreadful sentence, rccorded in Matt. xxv. 41, 46, against all such
persons.

Another argument which proves that the church should largely increase
ber missionary efforts, is her duty to opposce all error. Truth and error
are the subjects of a great conflict. In this conflict, all the intelligenees of
the universe are enlisted. On the one side arve, Christ, the angelic hosts,
saiuts, and the true disciples of Christ on the earth. On the other side are,
the prince of darkness, his fiendish legions, the souls of those who have
gone to eternal ruin, and the men of the world. The object of the former
is to diffuse and establish the trath, with all its legitimate influences,
throughout the whole universe.  The latter ave exerting their malevolent
powers to their utmost, to effeet a universal promulgation and establish-
ment of ecror, with all its ruinous consequences.  Is it proper, that the
part that you take in the conflict, be distinguished, as it now s, for an ut-
ter want of disinierested zeal, earnestness, and activity 7 Let me turn your
attention to those examples of whole hearted earnestness, in bringing souls
1o the knowledge of the trath, which are not only wortby of imitation, but
which we are bound to imitate. For this cause the Saviour makes injinite
sacrifices. The Xternal Son, co-equal wih the Father, condescends to take
our nature, and live with sinful men. 1Iis life was one of unwearied and
unceasing activity. His zeal for his father’s house devoured him. We
never fail to find him “ working, preaching, praying, or weeping; but ne-
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ver loitering.” The great work of making known to the wmultitude the
truths of the gospel, < filled bis eye, his heart, his hand.” Though ex-
hausted, hungry, and thirsty, yet he eagerly seizes upon a fragment of time
to save the soul of the poor degraded woman of Samaria. Find him where
we will, we never find him seeking repose, or allowing a single :noment
to pass unimproved ; but his first care always is to give some instruction,
suited to the time and oceasion. He was so full of cagerness to hasten on
this work, that he seemed impatient at the tardy advance of the traitor,
and quickened his steps in those memorable words “ What thou doest do
quickly.” ‘The soldiers have not to hasten him to the place of execution.
No: he makes baste to the cross. He appears to do every thing in his
power, to prevent any delay in the work of redeeming love. Ah! should
not his example of curnestness in this work, cause our cheeks to redden
with the blush of shame? Do you say that this example of ¢ntense zeal in
saving the souls of sinners, should not, as far as it is in your power, be im-
itated by you? If you thus view his example of earnestness in advanc-
ing the cause of truth, and allow it to have no influence on your actions,
is it possible that you can partticipate in the benefits of this sacrifice —
Read what the Saviour himself says in reference to this: “ Be ye per/ect,
even as your father which is in heaven is perfect.”

The angelic bosts appear to covet the privilege of being engaged in this
contest.  When commissioned to herald the glad tidings to the shepherds
of Bethlchem, how joyfully do they discharge the task. Had they been
commissioned to proclaim the gospel to all the dwellers upon the earth,
would they have allowed any time to elapse ere they entered upon the glo-
rious service, or would they have manifested the smallest amount of inac-
tivity in the work? No: they would have quickly speeded on silver
wings, until they had compassed the whole globe, shouting on their glad-
some way, “ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will
toward men.” ‘

I would further remark, that a careful considaration of t'e self-consum-
ing zeal and unceasing exertions of the Apostles and primitive Christians,
in making others acquainted with that Jesus, whom they had found to be
s0 precious to their souls, clearly shows, that there is a lamentable lack of
the same spirit among professing Christians of the present day. What an
example ol self-consuming zeal and indomitable energy in the work of sav-
ing souls do they afford us. A want of the mears of support, the menaces
of rulers and the mighty princes of the earth, imprisonment, stripes, perils
of sea and land, did not cven abate thcir carnestuess in Christ’s service.—
The greatness of the work of saving souls appears to be constantly before
their minds. Ilence, they even “rejoice thut they were counted worthy
to suffer shame for his name.” The epitome of Paal’s whole life and cha-
racter may be summed up in his own words, “ I ceased not to warn every
one night and day, with tears,” “ And for me o live is Christ” These
expressions may be paraphrased thus: “ Christ ismy life : apart from him
and his work Useem to have no separate existence. I have grown into
that one object.” The result of this earnestness inthe promulgation of the
gospel, was the rapid spread of Christianity in the first century.

Now, with these examples of earnestness in saving souls, and the hlessed
results, in the rapid spread of Christianity—which must to a great extent
be attributed to it,—before us, can we content ourselves to oceupy a position
in reference to missionary work, so largely distinguished for indifference
and inactivity ; which, we cannot but admit, are the most striking features
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of the evangelical spirit of the church of the nineteenth century. Is it pos-
sible that we can imagine that we are faithful to the responsible charge
commiitted to the church by its Great Head, while we are making so little
self-sacrifice, and exhibiting so little interest in the Christianising of the
world? How long shall our prayers continue to be so few and so cool?—
How long shall we continue to put forth, only that amount of missionary
effort, and make only that amount of self-denial, which indicate to the re-
flecting mind that we are asking ourselves how little we can do and not
subject ourselves to the censure of the world.

This leads me to remark in the next place, that the fewness of the num-
bers upon whom the duty of evangelizing the world rests, is another pow-
orful reason why we should largely increase our efforts to accomplish this
end. The most authentic estimate of the population of our globe, com-
putes it at one thousand millions of human beings. From recent state-
ments of missionaries respecting the population of the difierent countries
in which they reside, there is strong reason to conclude that the number of
inhabitants of our earth largely exceed this estimate. How painful the
contrast between the professed followers of Christ and the servants of Sutan.
Abont six hundred millions are heathen, one hundred millions Mohammed-
ans, six millions Jews, and tue remaining three hundred millions, to-dis-
tinguish them from the above, are called Christians. Of this latter class
two hundred millions are Romanists, and fifty millions belong to the Greek
church, *either of which class can be considered as Christians only in
name.”  Thus, when all deductions are made, only seventy millions fall un-
der the designation Protestant, “ which includes many sects and classes,
in whom it is found exists but little of vital godliness.” It was a caleunla-
tion of Dr Samuel Miller, “that only about one-third of the Protestant
population bad the gospel pre:ched anto them in any thing like its true
purity.” “Only one kalf of that part called evangelical were even profes-
sors of religion, in any distinct or intelligent import of the terms.”  Accor-
ding to this estimate there are only about twelve millions who make any
intelligent profession of religion. What an appalling spectacle! Only
about twelve millions of professors of piety, while there are « six fundred
millions of human beings, lying in the cold, dark, death-damps of heathen-
ism, and soon to go down to the darker chambers of death,—two hundred
millions blindly adbering to a most fatal system, where science and igno-
rance, refinement and barbarism, wisdom and stupidity, taste and animal-
ism, mistaken zeal and malignant enmity, may sanctimoniously pour out
virulence against the gospel, and cry, Hosannah, while they go forth to
shed blood, and to wear out the patience of the saints,—and one hundred
mellions deluded by the fell imposture, that lifts up the crescent where
stood the cross, and sheds its blight upon the once fairest and most favor-
ed portions of our earthy—and millions of others, whohave the form of god-
liness, but are wholly destitute of its power /” If Jesus, when he bebeld
Jerusalem, and reflected on the appalling overtirow which was soon to-
overtake her on account of her having so long provoked the jnst judge-
ment of heaven by her sins, “ wept over it,” should not this vizw of the
religious condition of our earth fill our hearts with deep, poignant grief,
and cause tears of compassion to flow down our cheeks? Is not this a
spectacle equally as pitiful as that over which Jesus wept? Hence,
if we allow these facts to pass before our minds without seriously reflect-
ing on them,—if they do not fill our minds with grief, remorse, and:
shame, that we are soindifferent to the eternal interests of the perishing
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souls of millvons of our race,~that we are déing go little to rescue them
from that efernal ruin, which, on account of their wickedness, and want of
a knowledge of that name by which only they can be saved,—must soon
-overtake them—that our prayers are so few and cool—and that we are so
indiffereut as to whether we receive an answer or not—if they do not.
awaken in our bosoms earnestness in the work of saving souls,~—excite us
to pray more frequently and move earnestly for the extension of Christ's
kingdom, fis it possible that © 7%e love of God” dwelleth in us? As the
seriptures intorm us that God only can love those who are sincere friends
of the interest of his kingdom, hence, if these facts fail to deeply impress
our minds, we have great reason to fear that we are in the same condem-
nation that the heathen are in.— 70 be continued. :

CHRISTIAN ABILITY. —
A SERMON,
By rHE Rev. ROBERT SEDCEWICK.
Mark xtv. 8.—She hath done what she could”
Wishout attending to the details of the beautiful story which is here told

us, it may be as well to turn the Saviour’s commendation of Mary to some
practical account for our own benefit. O what a eulogium! and from such

lips ton.  Blessed woman ! Blessed above most women! Unknown, per-’

hapsz, beyond the boundaries of her own village, little did she imagine when
she was filling Simon's room with the odour of her ointment, that she was
performing an aet which would fill the world with the fragrance of her me-
mory. “ Verily I say unto you, wheresoever this gospel shall be preached

throughout the whole world, this alco that she hath done shall be spoken 6f"

as a memorvial of her”

- O Liow much greater the honour in anointing Jesus to his burial in one of
the humblest cottages’ of Bethany, than to be anointed upon the proudest
throne that ever glittered with the gold of Ophir. So true isit that pisty im-
morializes its subject and invests every genuine devoted christian with im-
wortal renown.  Such was the ardour of Mary’s love and gratitude (o her
Savicur. that in order to express these emotions she ventured {o the very
verae of propriety, and disregarding the curious eyes and ill-natured tongues

of the Pharisees who surrounded her, she lavished her box of precious oint-

mem on the body of her Lord. Xt was love to Christ that prompted this aet,
and i6 was the love of Christ to this daughter of Abraham whick prompted
him 16 bestow on her a (oken of his approbation, which is to be seen and
read of all men, :

Whether the Saviour meant when he said, she hatl: done what she could,
that she had done to the utmost of her ability, even as he said of the poor
widow who cast in the two miies into the treasury, that she threw in more
than all the rest, for it was all her living ; or simply that, regardless of the
cost of the ointment, and without stopping to examine whethershe could af-
ford te do such an act or not, she did it as the highest testimonial she could
give of her love to Christ and of her desice to honour him, it is of no conse-
quence to inquive. In cither case it was o costly expression of the purcs
and the loftiest appreciation; and, regarding the act in this light, it suggests

T s ——e o

[re pavetaer



150 Christian Ability. April.

some most important thoughts and prompts some most imporlant inquiries.
L. Tt suggests some most important thoughts, as, for example, that ali chris-
tians are under infinite obligation to Christ. Christian, for it is to thee that-
this word is now sent, take thy stand at the cross of thy Saviour in the hour
and amid the scenes of his redeeming agony, when for thee he was making
his soul an offering for sin, and dost thou not hear this pertinent question,
“ How much owest thou thy Lord? Place thyself on the verge of the bot-
tomless and flaming pit whence he has delivered thee, and still thou hearest
the same question, “ How much owest thou thy Lord,” or ascend to the hea-
venly Jerusalem, and with all its honours, and felicities, and splendours, arond’
thee, thou art still admonished by the question, “ How much owest thou thy
Lord.” And then a christian should habitually cherish a sense of his obligation,
and his soul should glow with the ardours of love and gratitude. In his histary
there should be no seasons of forgetfulness or of coldness towards the Lord
that bought him. The love of Christ should constrain him, for if he has still
the same affection for the christian which he proved animated his bosom
when for him and his salvation he became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross ; if he still says, “Son, daughter, be of good cheer, thy
sins be forgiven thee” ; if he still washes the christian from all filthiness of
the flesh and the spirit, and enables him to “perfect holiness in the fear of the
Lord” ; if he still satisfies him with good things, and in all the grace of his
loving heart, cries, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink” 3
if he takes the samne care of the christian, and manifests the same interest in
him, and ever prosecutes his welfare, and never lcaves him nor forsakes him
tiil he brings him through grace up into glory, should not the love of Christ
congtrain him and fire his heart with love and gratitude.

Besides this sense of obligation should prompt the enquiry, What shall X
render to the Lord for all his benefits towards me ? Love is a practical emo-
tion—gratitude is practical. It is more—it is diligent, laborious, ingenious,
self-denying. If we love a friend—if we feel grateful to a benefacto.—we
ask ourselves, and we ask others what we can do to please him. We get a-
knowledge of his tastes, of his wishes, of his predilections, and then we do
something that we suppose will be pleasing, welcome, acceptable to him.—
Thus Mary acted. She looked around her possession$ with the question on
her Iips, what can I do—what can I render to my Lord? The alabaster
box of ointment caught her eye, and she exclaimed, it is precious, it is costly;
but for that very reason He shall have it. So should the Christian act—
Nay : so must e act; and then, having discovered what is agreeable to
Clrist, he should readily, cheerfully, gratefully do it, however laborious, self-
denying, expensive it may be. 'What has He not given to me? is his lan-
guage. His death, his cradle, his cross, his agony, his blood ; and what can
I withhold from him? And not only so, but all this should be done as the
result of enlightened conviction and genuine scriptural prineiple.  He is om-
niscient. He knows what is in man; and hence the necessity of wafeb-
fulness against vanity in our givings or doings for Clnist, or a regard to
fame ; against pride and ostentation amd seli-righteousness and compulsion,
and of the greaiest care that love and gratitude should govern all.

The chief thought, however, which this eulogy suggests is this, that there
are always, and in these times, especially, ample opportunities, for a Chris-
tian to show by substantial acts his love to Chuist.

He is indeed no longer on earth, going about doing good. 'We cannot
therefore open ocur door to him, spread for him our tzble, invite him to a feast,
or anoint his head aud his feet with ointment. But though he has ascended
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up on high, he has left bebind him on egrth his representatives: he has left
his members—his people : and respecting them he has told us that whatever
we do even o the least of them he tahes «s done to himself, and thus it is
that «ll Christians have an opportunity of doing something for Christ by
comnforting the sorrowful, relieving the needy, reclaiming and restoring the
crring and the backsliding among his childven. O it is a glorious fact that
brotherly love is love to Chvist;  dit is not, perhape, sufficiently consider-
ed by professing Christians  what an emphatic expression chis is of attach-
ment to the Saviour, or how kindly he takes it of us when we act kindly to-
wards them. A mother regards every act of kindness done to her child as
done to hersclfy and mostly enjoys therefrom a higher degree of delight than
if she herself were the subjcct of it.  But dare we compare the love even 'of
the sanctified mother’s heayt with the love of His heart who is love itself.

But Christ has left his cause as well as his church bebind him—ithe cause
of religion, of piety towards God and of good will towards man. Now this
is pre-eminently the causc of Christ.  Its doctrines speak -of him. Its pre-
cepts are sanctioned by him, Its promises are yea and amen in €hrist Jesus.
He is the sum—the end——the glory of this cause.

This cause is maintained and extended in various ways. By the preach-
ing of the gospel, and the working of Christian missions, and the translation
and cireulation of the bible, and the civeulation of books and tracts, and the
secular and religious education of the young, and. in a word, i y the entire mo-~
ral and spiritual machinery of the churchis thiscause maintained and extended.
Now, whatever is done in behalf of this cause, if procceding from the princi-
ples aud motives just specified, is to be held as an expression of attachment
to him. Baut if all this be so, it is avident that every Christian can do some-
th yg for Christ. No individual whom he bas called to the fellowship of the
gospel is so poor, so obseure, so unlearned, as to have no opportunity of per-
forming any substantial act of service to the Redeemer.

He has not placed a single christian in a situation where nothing can be
done for Xlim. Some, indeed, have more opportunitics and others less, but
all have some. 'To one he has given five talents, to another iwo, to all one.
There *;5 no monopoly of the hounour of good-toing—no chartered compauy
of philanthropists—no prtentees of mercy. To do something for the cause
of Christ, as a duty, is binding on every Christian man’s conscience and on
every Christian woman's too; and as a privilege, it is within the reach of
every one’s ability and of every one’s desire.  The peasant, the working
man, the man servant, the maid servant, the poor, the cripple, may all do
something for our Lord Jesus Christ. If they cannot give pounds they
can give pence. If they cannot influence a multitude, they can. perhaps,
influence one individual. If they have not great abilities to exert and
great resources to expend, their slender power and their meagre vesources,
if properly employed, wili be none the less acceptable on that account.—

o man or woman who loves Christ can honestly say he has given them no
opportunity to serve him. Take the godly laboring man, who, in virtue of
his position and his means, may be supposed least capable and least able for
this work, and see, after all, in how many ways even he can further this
great end.  He can, if he have a family, train up his children in the fear of
God; he can set an example of religion to his neighbourhood ; he can per-
suade some who neglect the house of God to accompany him on the Sabbath
to public worship ; he can rebuke the sinner in his ways; he can subscribe
his own penny or gather in the pence of his brethren in toil for some bene-
volent or godly institute ; he can scatier now and again a few tracts, and
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, thus realize the blessedness of him who sows beside all waters ; -he.can visit
the sick to talk.and to.pray. All’ this is plainlj within the power even;of
your. ordina rking, mar, all this evén he can do; and much more, which

. a little ingenuity can invent for his own peciliar sitiiation. O that T conld

. take from every one who names the name of Christ the dead-weight of help-
‘lesaness and useléssness which hangs about them, and excite in them a. holy

"and lairdablé:sense of their owi just importaice:in the church, and that thiere
me post for themto océupy, ad some work for them to do in-thé world.

. Look at .amill of 8 manufagtory. There, -there s something i0,do for the
child and for the man alike, and ‘in every machine there is the allotted fune-
 tion for the least, pin as-well as for the mighty fly-wheel which regulates and

 controls all its motions. T o

There are none useless—none superfluous. This is alike encouraging
. and stimulating-to the rich and the poor i the ‘Church, Christ has given
évery oné of his subjects asphere of duty; and-Clirist-expects every man to-
do hié duty. Christtells us'he has 4 great-work-to be.dofie on earth. ‘D
something in it'is his command.  All do something: Where is the man:who
will’have hardihood enough-to tefiise, and to réply, I will do nothing, “for, I
cannot. : T T '

(Lo be continucl)

i3

- MOHAMMEDANISM.

NO. 1.

And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from liciven unté the “carth ;

“-and to him Was given the key of the bottomless pit. - ' T

And he opened the bottomless pit 3 mid there-arase a smioke-out of the pit;:as the
smoke of a great furnace ; 2nd the sun and the air were darkened bysreason.of the

. smoke of:the. pit. -7

And there came gut of the smoke beasts upon the carth: and to thew was_given

-power as the scorpions of the earth have power. i .

. And they had a king over them, which is the angel of tlic boftomless pit, whase
x;amﬁ il the-ebrew tongue is Abaddon, but ifi the Greek tongie hith his x’;a_’l"go
b yon. . ) )

’ P;’ﬁd thé-sixth angel sounded; and I heard a voice from.the four liorns of -the-al-

“tar which is before God.  Saying to the sixth angel which had the-trumpet, Locse
the four.angels which.are bound-ii the great fiver Evphrates. And.the four.an-

sgels wereJopsed, -which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and-a
year, for to slay the third-part of men. By these three was the third partof mgn

Killed, by*the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which jssued out of
their mouths.—Rez, i%. 1-19. ’ .

Chap. xvi. 1. And I heatd a great voice out of ‘the ‘teimple saying to the Sevon
dngels, Go yonr ways,. anil pour out the-vials of ‘the ‘wiath-of. God irpon the carth.
12.” And the sixth angelipouréd out'his vial upon the great. river Euphrates;-and
»t_!)exata:r thereof wasdried-up,-hat the way of the kings of the East might he pre-
parcd. NN T

A 4
1. CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH MOIAWMMEDANISM ORIGINATED.
Molfainmedayiism origitated in Arabia, in the catly pait of-the'7Tth ceu-
tury. The f: ition, the i_:ox'mt‘ry,-lhc age in v hich ftgll;l)é::i:cd, were ajl (r_ip%t
. fayourable (o its continugnce and success. .
. . The cotntry.and climate of Arabia afforded every facility to an iadivi-
dual, who by abandoning society and pasiing weeks wad months: in segl -
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sion, sought to establish a character for unusual sanetity, and to leave the
impression on the vulgar mind that those periods of seclusion were passed
in the society of supernatural beings. But, perhaps, one circumstance
more favourable than any other to the pretensions of Mohammed, at least
go far as relates to the land of his birth aud principal achievements, was,
that with that land, its deserts and its mountains, were entwined some of
the nfost ancient and hallowed recollections of mankind, as places memo-
rable in sacred history and consecrated in the eyes of all civilized nations
by having witnessed the visible descent of the Divine Being and some of
the sublimest manifestations of Almighty power. There dwelt the patri-
arch Job—there Moses, the celebrated Jewish lawgiver, spent forty years
of his life—there the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire
in a bash. Tt wasin that land that those wonderful transactions took
place, which immediately followed the exodus of the children of Israel out

-of Egypt; its waters were miraculously divided for their passage, it was

through its rocky defiles and barren sands they wandered thirty-eight
years, suffering chastisements for their murmurings and rebellion, before
they could be admitted into the promised land. Hence, also, from the
manners and productions of Arabia many of the finest allusions and most
striking deseriptions of Scripture are borrowed ; as well as many of their
most pointed and expressive similitudes. How frequently, for instance,
are references made to the tabernacles of Edom, the flocks of XKedar and
Nebaioth, the incense of Sheba, the treasures of Ophir. The bride in the
Song of Songs alludes to the Arab tent when she says I am dark but
comely.” and compares lier tresses to the fine hair of the mountain goat.
Isaiah describing the downfall and total destruction of Babylon, completes
the picture by an allusion to the habits of that pastoral people. « Neither
shall the Arabian pitch his tent there, neitler shall the shepherds make
their fold there.” Thus Arabia might be regarded, as a “ koly land,” and
that scarcely in a secondary sense. If the scene of so many supernatural
communications and mighty miracles, if allusions to the manners and cus-
toms of its inhabitants, and the ratural features of the country, be so in-
terwoven in Divine Revelation, to many it might not seem unlikely, but
highly probable, that the same couutry should preduce another prophet
“like unto Moses.”

'The character of the age, religious and political, was no less favourable
tv the designs of an ambitious and unserupulousmind.  The history of the
Western, and still more that of the asiern Church, at that period, pre-
~ents a most melancholy pieture of the universai darkness, ignorance and
degradution, which had overspread all ranks of society. It is little clse in
fact than 2 record of heresies, divisions, contentions, persecutions, within
the Churel itseli—of the vices, inunoralities, and almost universal profli-
gacy. of the cleray—and the commission of almast every species of crime
amoug the people.  Such was the degeneraey of the Church in doctrine

_ and practice that scarcely a vestige of christianity remained or existed
“except the nae.  Inthe poii ieal world there was everyihing to invite

and encourage the wspiring and ungrineipled.  Both the Western and
Lastern Empires were greatly weakened by the invoads of the Goths,
ITuns and Persians.  Disunion, turbiiance and nuarchy, with their several
aecompaniments, weakuess and deguicraey, were everywhere conspicuous.
Beanwhile Arabia, the coantry of the ialse prophet, though greatly divid-
ed as to government and religion, enjoied comparative peace and prospe-
rity, and henee proved a safe asylum to many who bad been driven from
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other lands by religious persecution. Divided among many independent
tribes, it admitted an almost endless variety of creeds. Judaism had been
established there even before the christian era. Christianity had made
considerable progress in many of its tribes, having been planted there, as
is believed, by the apostle Thomas. Idolatry, assuming various forms, was
however still the prevailing religion, the principal sects being the Sabeans
or star-worshippers, and the Magi or fire-worshippers. Thus Arabia, to-
Terating every form of religion, and divided among many tribes, was, per-
haps, more ready than any other country to receive a religion skilfully
adapted to the peculiar views and prejudices of the inhabitants and differ-
ent sects, while the state of surrounding nations afforded a favourable op-
portunity to a spirited and daring peopie to commit depredations with Iit-
tle danger of repulse, and whea partially combined, as they afterwards
were, with every prospect of success.

To such circumstances as these does Mohammedanism owe much of it=
success, perhaps its very existence. ;

11. LIFE OF MOHAMMED.

The birth of Moharamed took place in Mecea in the year §69, an evens
which the superstitious Arabs look upon as marking the commencemeni
of 2 new era in the history of the world. They allege also that it was ac-
companied by numerous prodigies—that a stream of light spread over all
the castles, towns and villages of Syria—that the babe instantly fell upor
his knees, raised his hands to heaven, and said in a loud and clear tone,
“ God is great, there is only one God, and Xam his prophet.” The demons
supposed to have placed themselves in the constellations of the sky to
watch and tempt the inhabitants of the earth, were driven from their abodes
and lost their power over oracles and idols. The sacred fire of the Persi-
ans, which had burnt without interruption for a thousand years, was for
ever extinguished. These and other marvellous stories equally extrava-
gant are reeeived among the Arabs, all tending as was believed to mari.
the sacredness and dignity of the future prophet.

Mohammed was of princely origin, being descended of one of the noblest
families in Arabia. . Gibbon says : “ The grandfather of Mohammed and bis
lineal ancestors appeared in furcign and domestic fransactions as the princes
of their country.”  They were in the view of the Syrian Greeks, as among
the stars in the politieal horizon.  But just after the prophet’s birth, his fa-
ther died,and shortly after, his grandfather.  ‘Then the governorship of Meces
and keys of the Caaba (or holy place of religion among the Arabians), pis-
sed info another branch of the family.  Hence Mohammed is deseribed by
John in the Apocalypse as “ a star fallen fiom heaven.” He says himseli
that at the opening of the seventh century, he was a desolate orphan.  1le
was indeed fallen, as regards dignity and power, when, in the capacity of 2
servant, he used to traffic in the markets of Damascus.

Mohammed, however, was imbued with a spirit calealated to struggle
against and trinmph over misfortune. By 2ctivity and faithfulness he uni-
formly ingratiated himself with those by whom he was employed, and ulti-
mately, by marriage with one to whom he had been most serviceable, was
raised to wealth and afiluence, which placed him on a level with the richest
merchants of Mecca. and in a position little inferior to that of his most dis-
tinguished ancestors. This unexpested and sudden transition from poverty
aud dependence to opulence and ease seems to have given an assurance to
the sanguine mind of Mahoramed that his youthful dreams of greatness and
power were to be {ully realized. Endowed with a reflecting and vigoreus
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mind, and having had much intercourse with wmen, while engaged in pume-
rous commercial transactions, and performing long journies to Bassora, Da-
maseus, and other large cities, in which he was brought into contact with
men of all religions and belonging to differcnt nations, he acquired an exten-
sive acquaintance with the characters of mankind, especially of his own
countrymen. 'Thus also he obtained that knowledge of the opinions and of
the state of surrounding governments—their religion and political institutions
—of which he made so much and such formidable use in the meditations and
proceedings of later years, and which seem in fact to have suggested to him
the method by which the sabjugation of at least his own country might be
accomplished.

About three miles from Mecea was a cave called Hara, a secret and de-
solate spot.  Inspired by God with a love of solitude and retirement, as one
of his biographers informs us, he withdrew to that lonely spot once every
year, for prayer, fasting, and meditation, and to consult, as he said, a spiri
who was wont to visit him in his solitary hours and hold converse with hire.
Gibbon well calls it * the spirit of fraud and enthusiasm, whose abode was
not in heaven, but in the mind of the prophet.”

This cave has aptly suggested to interpreters, the idea of the pit of the
abyss whence the pestilential fumes and darkness were seen to issue.

In thus seeking solitude and retirement, Moharomed adopted a practice
common in all ages and countries among visionaries and fanatics. Solitude
ig said to be alike the school of genius and the nursery of enthusiasm. 1t is
not in society, in the midst of business and bustle, or in public places, but in
the solitudes of groves and grottoes, away from the confusion and distrae-
tions of the world that the mind of the visionary finds its genial clement.—
Minos converses with Jove on the summit of mount Ida, by night Numa re-
ceives visits from the fabled nymph Egeria. The oracles or spiritual beings
‘whom such consult, dwell not in cities or crowds, but among the echoes of
woods and rocks.

In the solemn obscurity of Hara Mohammed laid the foundation of his fu-
ture greatness, and meditated the promulgation of anew religion among men,
or as he hims2lf expressed it “ of planting the only true and ancient religion
professed by Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.”

Twelve, or as some say, fiftcen years of the prophet’s life were thus spent,
in matoring his plans.  These completed, and a reputation for sanctity be-
ing secvred which corresponded in some measure with the high and venera-
ble office he was about to assume, he determined, in the fortieth year of his
age, to make his pretensions no longer a secret.  The first disclosure of his
creed was made privately to his own family. He stated that having retired,
according to custom, to the cave on mount Hara, the archangel Gabriel,.
through whom he professed to receive 21l his communications—desceaded in
a glorious manner—delivered to him a volume which he had brought from
the seventh heaven, and pronounced at the same time these words: “O Mo-
hammed, thou art the apostle of God, and I am Gabriel.”  The newly in-
stalled prophet, awe struck by the sight of the heavenly vision, remained si-
Ient and astorished while the shining form ascended and disappeaved in the
clouds. The volume thus given was designed,as he asserted, to complete all
former revelations, and though he professed to have received it entire from
the hand of the angel, yet it was artfully doled out in morsels to his follow-
ers as suited his convenience ; and thus, by 2 sage maneuvre, he secured to
hiraself a complete mastery over the oracles of heaven. Having gained a
few converts from among his own houschold and connexions, he shortly after,
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at a great public enlevtainment, given to his relations, announced himself
openly as the Divinely appointed apostle of God.

The avowal was regarded with derision and contempt by the mnajority of
the company. For several years he laboured incessantly among his coun-
trymen, awakening the passions of his hearers by the hope, on the one hand,
of enjoying this paradise of everlasting sensual delights, and on the other the
fear of dreadful torments, which should be’ the everlasting portion of unbe-
lievers; yet he met with but little success.  Christians, Jews, Idolators, and
even the untaught multitude, ridiculed and insulted him, applying to him the
odious names of impostor and magician. By his tribe he was despised and
derided as a presumptuous orphan.  They at last chased him from Mecea,
while his followers were sentenced to perpetual exile. The flight of the pro-
phet from his native city, marks in history the era of the Iejiva, A. D. 622.
But no reproaches, no insults, no threats or persecutions, could subdue his
indomitable spirit, damp his ardour, or prevent his marching onward with
intripidity to the final accomplishment of his designs.

"Though Mohammed himself was very cautious in even pretending to work
« visible miracle, while often urged to do so in proof of his mission, his fol-
lowers have not been so prudent.  When called upon to prove his Divine
mission by miracles, he appealed to the koran: but he is alleged to have
performed various miracles about this period of his carcer—some of which
he himself acknowledged. Ie even ventured to publish an account of his
celebrated nocturnal journey to heaven. Ile declared that on a calm and
exceedingly dark night, Gabriel came to him while asleep between the hills,
Safa and Merosa, awoke him, presented tu him  u milk-white steed, named
Borak, a sort of nondeseript animal less than a mule but larger than an ass;
mounted upon which, in company with the angel Gabriel, in the twinkling
of an ¢ye, he cleared the hills of Meeca, lit on the top of Sinai and perform-
ed their devotions. proceeded with equal speed to Jerusalem, left Borak fast-
ened to a ring at the gate of the temple, aseended by « ladder of light through
an itnmense expanse of air, passed suceessively through the seven Leavens,
received and repaid the salutations of the patviarchs, the prophets, and the
angels, alone, by special permission, passed the veil of Unity, and approach-
ed to within two bow-shots of the throne of Duity.

Various stories, cqually extravagant, are related and believed by his fol-
lowers. They believe that gravel in his band was heard to sing; that he
was orally addressed by various animals ; that streams of water flowed from
between his fingers ; and that, at his bidling, the moon leaped trom the fir-
marient, rolled seven times rouad the Canba, aud then rested on its wop, ad-
dressed Mohammed in very elogaent Arabie, pronvunced a discourse in his
praise, and concluded with the tormula of the Modem creed, catered his
right sleeve and departed by the left—and having traversed every port of
biz mantle, separated into two parts, and a~cending throagh the ade, resumed
its former place and appearance in the sky.

All saeh ridienlous fietions were of conere treated with derision i fis na-
tive city, :amd perbaps ultimately led to Els eapul-ion. But while persecuted
and expelled from Mecea,he s reccived with enthusiasm at Medinag—tice in-
habitauts conterded for the houor of entertaiving e prophet—thielr <teeets
resounded with his praise: his grnjuz, eloguenve, and 1odi v, daily increased
the sumber of his discinles; and higher honours were conferved unon him
than were usually yielded even to orientad princes.  The altered fortsimes of
the impostor chang-d the cours-: of his policy.  Tin nos asumed openiy the
functions of temperal sovereignly, united with that of chief pricst or pontifit,
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Hitherto his prefended revelations spoke only the language of humility, of
peace and of forbearancer; but no sooner does he draw over a sufficient party
to his views, and sceure a safe asylum in the heart of a warlike city, than he
threw off the mask, assumed the state of a sovereign, and proceeded to em-~
ploy a mode of conversion less tender and uncertain than the gentle arts of
argument and persuasion. While at Mecea he excldimed, as he pretended
in compliance with fresh instructions reccived from the angel Gabriel; “Lec
believers fight for the religion of God, for whether they be slain or victorious
in the battle their reward will assuvedly be great.”

The hostile principles thus professed and inculeated, did not long remain
inactive. War was almost immediately declared against the Koreish, by
whom he had been so violently persecuted.  With this, and other Arab
tribes, an almost incessant warfare was carried on for a number of years, ge-
nevally with signal success—though in more than onc instance the prophet
well nigh lost his life. In these eases, with his usual eraft, he aseribed his
defeat to the wickedness of his followers.  From this time the history of the
prophet presents one series of battles, seiges, and victories, by which he rap-
1dly spread the power of his name, attracting his countrymen to his standard
by the plunder with which he emviched them, the glories of the world, and
the promises of paradise. Tribe after tribe was cither terrified or persuaded
to follow in his train, until he became the master of nearly all Arabia. ¥ven
Mecea, from which he had been ignominionsly ex:-clied only a few years be-
fore, was foreed to submit to the “onqueror, the whole inhabitants, including
the most haughty and ferocious of their leaders, taking the oath of fidelity and
allegiance, and thus, within eight years afier his banishment, the orphan son
of the humble Abdallah, was enthroned as prince and prophet of his native
city. Mecca was henceforth to be regarded as an inviolable sanctuary, its
celebrated heathen temple, or Kaaba, was cleansed of its fantastic Divinities,
which were expelled from it in one common ruin, the accumulated vanities
of 2000 years swept away, and the pride of paganizm brought Jow. Instead
of the promiscuons homage that formerly disgraced it, it was to be shut for
ever against all but the paviizans of the Xoran, and a perpetual law was en-
acted that no unbeliever should dare, under pain of death, to set foot within
its holy territory.

As a natural consequence of this distinction, and also of the example of the .

prophet, Mecca was henceforth recognized as the shrine to which all pilgrims
of the Moslem faith should statedly resort. After the subjugation of Mecea,
to which all Arabia secmed to look up with veneration, most of the hitherto
refractory tribes offered their submission, glad oftentimes to preserve their
lives and effects by rendering even a reluctant allegiance.  The sceptre of
Mohammed was thus triumphant. From the shores of the Red Sea to the
Persian Gulf, his regal and priestly supremacy was acknowledged. Depu-
ties and orators flocked from all quarters to the court of Medina, and while
his lieutenants were saluted with respeet in every province between the In-
dian and Mediterranean scas, so numerous were the ambassadors that crowd-
ed to his court, and knelt before the throne of the prophet, that, to use the
poetic language of his countrymen “they ¢xceeded the dates that fall from
the palm tree in its maturity.”

But a time approached when all the cunning of this dark deceiver could
not avail him. 1laving returned drom a pompous pilgrimage to the city of
Mecca, in which he was accompanied by his wives, and at least 90,000 pil~
grims, be felt evident premonitions of his approaching dissolution. A mortal
disease had seized him, supposed to have been occasioned by poison adminis~
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tored to him- one year before the taking of Mecca, and from the effects of
which he never recovered. But, strange to say, to his latest hour, amidst
eminent pain and sorrow and suffering, he retained his fortitude and presence
of mind, and continued to sustain the character of a prophet. Ife expressed
a desire to make reparation or restitution to every individual among his fol-
lowers whom he might have injured, and in one instance, at least, made the
reparation required. The closing scenc of his life was in perfect harmony
with his whole previous history and pretensions. e still avowed his belief
in the doctrines he had promulgated, and described the visits of the archan-
gel Gabriel as still continued. In his last agonies he fainted from intensity
of pain ; recovering, he raised his cyes towards heaven and exclaimed with
o feeble and brokeu voice, “ O God, pardon my sins. Ah, my companion, I
attend thee to the realms above.” Having uttered these words, he stretched
bimself on the carpet and expired, in the eleventh year of the Hegira and the
sixty-third of his age.

His burial place was beneath the chamber where he died. The childish
story that his coffin of iron was suspended in the midst of load-stones at Mec-
ca was never heard of in the east, besides it is well known he was buried at
Medina, and that coffing are not in use among the Arabs even at the present

day.

{In our next we shall treat of the principles of Mohammedanism, its pro-

gress after the death of ite founder, and its present condition, ]

Tatamagouche.

J. B.

Religious Biography.

CAPTAIN HEDLEY VICARS, 97tr
REGIMENT.

Day by day good men die, and the
children of God are taken to their rest.
Their memorial remains in the hearts
which loved them and in the particular
circles which they adorned. The genuine-

“ness, or even the greatness of their piety,
demands no public record.  Thatis call-
ed for only when the public, or some
considerable partof’it, has been instruct-
ed by their writings, profited by their
fabours, or .aterested in their career.—
Such has been our own rule in regard
to the « Obituary” papers which find an
occasional place in these pages. Yot
there is no rule from which a departure
is not sometimes justified by circumstan-
ces: and such circumstances appear to
us to exist in regard to the little memoir
which we are about to introduce to our
readers.

For some time all eyes have been fixed
on one scene; and Christians watch the
events which pass there not only with
the same feelings as the rest of the com-
manity, Lat with interests and anxieties
which are especially their own. If we

have the opportunity of meeting those
interests, and of showing how pray-

r is answered, in the history of one
who, at the same instant, fell in battle
and slept in Jesus, they will not com-
plain that the name is that of a young
man of twenty-eight, which may never
have reached them before, except in the
honourable record of his death, present-
ed in some of the public journals.

Hedley Shafto Johnstone Vicars was
the son of an officer in the Engineers,
who himself lived and died in Christ—
His dying hand was laid upon the head
of his eldest son, then twelve years of
age, with the charge and the prayer that
he might be a good soldicr of Jesus
Christ; and with a boly confidence, ex-
erted under peculiar circwnstances, he
committed his widow and children to the
same faithful hands into which he com-
mended his own departing spirit.

The five years which followed devel-
oped in the boy a bold hardy spirit, great
sinfplicity, honesty, and openness of cha-
racter, and very warm and tender do-
mestic affections. On  Christmas-day
1843, his mother rcceived the letter
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which accorded a commission to her son.

"On Good Friday 1835, a despatch, writ-

ten by the same hand, informed her in
what manner the career then.opened to
him had been closed.

At parting, she placed a Bible in his
hand, which was neglected, and even
Tost; and his life for several years, first
in the Mediterranean and afterwards in
the West Indies, was thatof a young sol-
dier, foremost among his companions in
enterprise and amusement, but living
without Ged in the world. Ia Jamaica,
the cholera raging around him, and
sweeping ofl tens of thousands of the in-
habitauts, awoke a greater seriousness of
mind; and his letters spoke the language
of vremorse for particular errors and de-
fictencies towards his carthly parent, but
not yet of any return to God.

It was at 1lalifux, under the faithful
ministry of the garrison chaplain, Dr
Twining, that the great change was be-
gun and established. An earnest ser-
mon on the duty of the personal use of
the Bible arrested his aitention. On
opening the precious volume, the words
which spake of the blood which « ciean-
seth {rom all uin,”” took forcible hold up-
on his mind. With characteristic honesty
of spirit, he resolved that the duty of
regular reading of the Scriptures should
never be omitted. Ile saw not yet to
what it would lead him; but it was a
duty, and it should be done. 'With cha-
racteristic openness and  courage he

laced a large Bible on his table, that

is brother oflicers might see what he
meant henreforth to be the law of his
life. Scenes of astonishment and pity,
of ridicule and anger, ensued ; but the
apen Bible survived them, and aceom-

ished its intended woik of banishing
from that room the language which had
been heard in it before. Meantime, the

rreat troth which bad so vividly shone

npon him from its page became the life
of his soul, urd frev forgiveness through
the blood of the cross was thenceforth
the centre of his thoughts and fountain
of his hopes.

Thus the Word of God was the in-
strament, angd the ernss of Christ wasits
< power,” and the religion thus formed
bore the stamp of i1s origin in a charae-
tex eminently simple and fervent, evan-
gelical and consistent.

Early in the year 1852 came a lezter
written in a new strain, speaking of “a
purifying process graduag)ly but surely
taking Iﬁace within,” and breathing a

Captain Hedley Vicars, WTth Regt.

wish (ob, how well fullilled 1) :—* I was .

aiways foremost and daring enough in
sin: would that I could show the same
spirit in the cause of Christ!” And he
did show it at once.  His open, honest
nature hid nothir: -° the standard at
which he aimed, or ut the motives which
led him to aim at it.  Ile sought to do
good,—made himself the companion of
the sick and the teacher of the ignorant;;
in a very short time he could speak of
three soldiers, ¢ once great sinners, near-
ly as bad as mysclf,” who had followed
him in turning to th  Lo.J; while his
letters to his family, increasing in affec-
tion, expressed the greatest anxiety for
their spiritual welfare.  « Never,” writes
})r Twining, “in the course of my min-
istry, did I witness any thihg to exceed
the rapidity of his growth in grace, or
his carnest, self-denying labours in the
cause of Christ.”

In the spring of 1853, the 97th return-
ed to Kngland, and a year passed, a hap-
py one to him, and to those who loved
him,—among the foremost of whom were
theneeforth numbered some to whom he
had been before unknown. Liverywhere
he was followed by atfection and respect.
There was no mistaking the spirit of the
Christian in the manly indepeadence,
the genuine humility, the open, unsel-
fish heart, and the singleness of purpose,
which ever seemed to say, ¢ One thing
have I desired, one thing I do.” To his
mather he left the remembrance of un-
reserved affection and communion in the
Lord; to his brother and sisters, of a
love more than brotherly. but which,
where there was need, did not ccase to
be faithful. In the camp at Chobham,
and in the places where he was quarter-
ed, while he entered with all his heart
into the interests and datiesof a soldier,
his lips and life held one unchanging
story of the love of Christ

In Mey 1834, he suiled for the Piraus.
All know the trial to which the regiment
was there subjected.  To use his own ex-
pression while in the midst of it, “ Noth-
tng but death,dcath on everyside.” e
rose to the orcasion,—rather let us say,
“the grace of God which was in him”
did so.  Now hearts were opened to his
infiuence which had been closed before,
both anong his brother officers and the
men. Ile passed bours by day and
night in the cholera and fever hospital,
and brought the Word of Godand pray-
ers to the bed-side of the sick and dying.
He volunteered for funexsl parties, read
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the service, and addressed the survivors
by theside of the fast-multiplying graves.
The opposition which he had encounter-
ed gave way before such proofs of the
reafity of his religion, and love and re-
spect suceeeded  His own soul, mean-
time, sink’ng more deeply into the truth
of the gospe., waskeptin peculiar peace;;
and the thought of a removal to the im-
mediate presen-e of his Saviour grew
daily more attractive to his mind.—
¢ Death is dreaded as a fearful thing to
¢o through ; but Ithink, with Jesus very
near me, I could welcome it to-morrow.
The prospest of meeting in a few hours
that glorious Saviour, whose love we can
never conceive herein all its magnitude,
makes me long to depart and be with
Christ.”

With all the earnestness of one who
was a soldier in heart, he had longed to
be at the seat of war, and had felt it a
distinet exercise of resignation to the
will of God to be satisfied with military
inaction. At last the order came, and
on November 20 he landed in the Cri-
mea. His men were always his first
carc; and that night, when he visited
his company in bivouae, and told them
that he should stand by the colours and
rely on them to stand by bim, he was
cheered by evidences of confidence and
attachment which he could not mistake.
Allthrough the sad trials of that winter
his letters breathed only the spirit of
alacrity and cheerfulness, withovt a
sound of despondency or complaint. And
the same quiet spirit was a subject of re-
mark to those around him. e did his
work as a soldier, “full of gladness and
singleness of heart, praising God and
having favour with all” around him.—
There was a seeret source of all this,
though he made no secret of it,* Christ
within, the hope of glory.” The nights
in those gloomy trenches were nights of
communton with God; the watch-fire
threw its light upon the holy page. "The
souls for whom Chuist died were sought
after among the healthy and among the
sick. Others more or less likeminded
were drawn around him, and strength-
ened by his unswerving walk and un-
faltering testimony. Ife had longed for
this communion. * You cannot tell,” he
wrote, “ how lonely the heart feels when
long debarred from the communion of
saints. I know there is nothing I have
more felt the want of in this wilderness H
for although we may often view the Sa-
viour near to our souls, yet oneloves to

Captain Hedley Vicars, 9Tth Regt.
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hear others testify to his faithfulnessand
goodness.”  Six or seven persons under
these influences often met together in a
tent for reading and prayer. A light
from heaven shonc in that tent, and
shone from it too. One of the number,
Captain Craigie, fell the week before his
fiiend. Others have survived to express
the grief with which they feel their loss.

In the midst of all this there was the
frequent ‘wish « for a brush with the Rus-
sians,” and a readiness, and almost a de-
sire, for a soulier’s death. It was not
only natural courage which spoke thus,
but the hope of showing the character of
true religion to those about him ina way
which they should understand.

He nearly missed the kind of death
which he would have chosen ; for, on the
morning of Jonuary 5, he was found in-
sepsible.  ¥e bad slept with a charcoal
stove in the tent, andlife was nearly ex-
tinet. In a neighbouring tent another
officer jay dead from the same cause;
but hé¢ himself was restored for a few
more weeks of faithful service, and for
a nobler end.

How bright those few weeks of restor-
cd life appeared! when he could write
again, “1 am thank God, safe and well
in body and soul. I never was inbetter
health; and the Lord continues to fa-
vour me with the sunshine of his pre-
sence, filling me with peace and joy in
Jesus. How precious I find the Sa-
viour in those perilous times! With
what trast can 1 place myself, both for
time and eterpity, beneath the shelter of
his cross?” Then followed notices of
those in whom he was interested, and of
hislaboursin the Lord. One letter con-
tained the journal ofa Sabbath just end-
ed, full of Christ and the work of Christ,
and closing with the words, *“ What a
bappy Sabbath I have had!” The last
letter ended, * Remember, if I fall, all
is well—I dic in Jesus.”

On the 21st of March, the fast-day in
England, he read a service for the day,
caoosing the Psalms and Lessons for the
occasion. All present were impressed
with the earnestness of his manner, and
the suitableness of his selections,  * Ifit
had been the Archbishop of Canterbury,”
said one man, “ he could not have done
it better.”

On the night of the 224, it was Cap-~
tain Vicars’ turn to command a detach-
mentin the trenches. Thatnight 15,000
Russians attacked the lines of the allies.
His eye was the first to recognise the ad-
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vancing columns. He made lus men lie
down tiil they were within twenty yards,
then fire on the encmy. In a few mo-
ments they were engaged. * Nothing,”
says Lord Raglan’s official despateh,
“could be more distinguished than the
gallantry and good example which he
showed to the men under his command.”
He led the attack on theadvancing ene-
my, had cut down two, and was attack-
ing a third, when a ball, fired close to
him (for his dress was singed), entered
beneath the arm, and he fell. *The
Russians tried to get him,” says a pri-
vate of the regiment, writing to his wife,
“but our gallant lads bravely defended
him, and carried him to the camp;” and
the writer adds, with emphasis, ¢ He was
so deeply loved.”
An officer, standing in the darkness,
saw the wounded carried by. A party
assed. Fle asked whom they carried,
t was a name well known to him,—thq,t
of one who had been a playmate of his
childhood, unsecn since then, ont; whose
father’s death-bed his own father had
comforted, watching beside him as a
minister and friend. ~ He found a stretch-
er, placed him upon it, and spoke to him
the last words of kindness. The bear-
ers and their burden disappeared into

the darkness. They had taken but a
few steps before the spirit of him whom
they bore had passed into the light, leav-
ing behind for ever wounds and war, the
troubled earth and the body of this death.

Testimonies of deep respect and wide-
spread sorrow, irom Christian friends
who know what they have lost, and from
others who had witnessed his consistent
course, have again borne out the often-
tested declaration, ¢ Them that honour
wme I will honour.” VWhen death has
closed the career, none think that too
much has been done for God. Lven
over minds unaccustomed to such
thoughts, there will then pass, at least
for a moment, a sense of the true use,
the true value, the true glofy of life, and
a new impulse is communicated to hearts
that have already begun to live to the
Lord.

Of'the boly influences thus left behind,
we do but gather up the fragments that
remain, that nothing be lost.” Our only
desire is, that those  influences may last
a little longer and reach a little farther
than they otherwise might, and breathe
over a wider circle from the tomb the
name and the memory ofa % good soldier
of Jesus Christ.”’— Ckristian Obseryer.

Religious

THE ONE TALENT SANCTIFIED.
BY NICHOLAS MURRAY, D.D.

Among individuals religiously educa-
ted, and brought into the chureh under
the ordinary means of grace, itis at
times difficult to discrimate between
what is the result of education and habit
and what of the teachings and influence
of the divine Spirit. The line which se-
paratesthese it is diflicult, perhaps im-
possible, clearly to draw. A religions
education is a powerful means of grace;
and so gently and quistly do the rain
and dew of the Spirit decend upon the
seed thus sown in the youthful ming,
that ofteatimes the result which is love
i God, would seem to be a fruit, not of
spiritual agency, but of natural growth;
and oftentiraes, on self-examination, the
most inteligently pious find themselves
in difficulty and in darkness, because of
their inability to distinguish between
the influence of education, theory, and

Miscellany.

custom, and the work of the Spirit on
theirheartsand lives. This truth, every-
where feltin the experience of the pious,
often gave rise to the wish thatl might be-
come acquainted with somebody who, on
the subject of religion, knew nothing but
what was taughs by the Spirit. Isup-
posed there would be a freshness and a
simplicity about the exercises of such
that wouid place them in broad contrast
with  those which are more or
Jess fashioned by our theoretic views
of divine truth, and the habitsaud forms
into which we are educated. And of
such an individual I became on my se-
cond settlement, the pastor.

On Sabbath morning, as I was retire-
ing from the church, after preachingmy
first sermon to my new charge, I was ar-
rested by a man in the belfry ina way
peculiar and striking. His garb wag
plain, his form of the middle size, his
countenance had a vague, but yet a
pleased expression.  Without waiting
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for an introduction, he came forward and
carnestly extended hiz hand to grasp
mine. The pressure was painfully cor-
dial ; and while one hand pressed mine
and the other his own bosom, he said,
#J thank you for that sermon; it has
done my soul good.”  Iis voice was in-
distinet and husky, and his appearance
not prcpossessing;' bl.lt tbel_'c was a
heartfelt cordiality in his greeting which
impressed me with his thorough sincerity.
On the next Sabbath, and on the next,
he met and greeted me in the same way-.
As he had reached mid-life, I marked
him as a peculiar character,

1 soon visited the Sabbath school ; and
the very first person that arrested my at-
tention was this man, sitting in one of
the classes surrounded by young boys,
and reciting with them his lessons. My
curiosity being excited, I went and stood
by his class, and found bim spelling his
way through a verse of one of the gospels,
and obviously without understanding
the sentiment which it taught. On in-

uiry, T learned that he was the son of

hristian parents; that his mother, who
was a woman of marked piety, had been
deceased for years; and that because of
the great feeblencss of his intellect, he
could never be taught to read.  As the
name of the Saviour was constantly on
his lips, as his piety scemed to be of the
mostardent character, my curiosity was
greatly quickened to learn the details of
his religious history, which is briefly as
follows :—

As his mental debility carly develop-
ed itself, his pious mother became the
more solicitous that he should be taught
of the Spirit of God. Daily did she pray
with him; and sclecting the simplest
truths of the gospel, daily did she seek
to impress them on his mind. But ifhis
mind was feeble in sense, his heart was
strong in depravity, and these means
were neflectual.  After he reached ma-
ture years, there occurred a gentle re-
freshing of the Spirit. A mceting for
conference with the serious and inquir-
ing was appointed, and he was among
those who attended. From weck to
weel his seat was never vacant.  When
candidates for the communion of the
church were invited to meet with the
session, he was among those that attend-
ed. 'When asked if he hoped he was a
Christian his empathatic reply was, “I
hope Tam.” About the doctrines ofthe
church he knew absolutely nothing, and
when questioned in reference to them,

The One Tdlent Sanctificd.
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he made no reply. e could give no
reason for the hope which was in him.—-
When asked why he hoped he was a
Christian, laying his hand on  his heart,
he answered, I feel that T am, here”’
With some fears he was admitted to the
Lord's supper, and the whole of his sub-
sequent life demonstrated that he was
born from above.

In the year that he made a profession
of religion his mother died. Kecble as-
was his mind, the impressions which she
made upon it were never crased.  His
very highest conception of heaven was
that it was the place where his mother
wenttosee Jesus, and his highest ecstacy
was induced by the thought that when
he died he would go to heaven to see
Jesus and his own dear mothenr.

There was but onc thought which-
seemed to enter hissoul,and that entire-
ly occupied it. This was constantly ob-
vious. Preach on what subjectI might,
nothing was understood, nothing felt,
unless it was the love of Christ. For
years, rarely a Sabbath passed away
without his grecting me in the belfry;
but nothing was said about the sermons
unless they dwelt upon the love of Christ.
Then his usual expression was, ¢« That
sermon is good to my soul; it told me
about the love of Christ.”

He frequented prayer-wecetings sus-
tained by the young people, and for
their mutual benefit. ~ One of his weak-
nesses was to make exhortations in these
meetings, and until they became an an-
noyance. But he never succeeded in
getting beyond one idea; and upon that
—thelove of Christ, the love of Christ”
—he would ring changes for fifteen mi-
nutes together.  That one idea occupied
and filled his whole soul. It wasthe
one constant theme of his conversation
everywhere. The only hymn that ever
seemed to have impressed him, or whose
singing he ever seemed to enjoy, was
that called *Loving-Kindness.” How-
cyer dull and uninterested he seemed to
be in a prayer-meeting, the momentthe
first notes of the hymn,

“ Awake, my soul, to joyful lays,

Andsing thy great Redeemer’s praise,”
fell upon his car, his countenance bright-
ened up, and his soul was in sympathy
with the song of praise. And when in
a sovial meeting which did not greatly
interest him, is peculiar voice was often
heard saying, “Sing *Loving-Kind-
ness.” ”

His zeal, though notalways according
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to knowledge, was of the purest charac-
ter and knew no relaxation. \Was any
person sick in his neighbourhood ?  He
was among the first to find it out and to
visit the sick-bed.  And feeble as was
his comprehension of truth, and broken
and repetitious as weve his prayers, I
have often heard the sick speak of the
comforts which they received from his
visits. He often preceded the minister
and the clder, often conveyed to them
the information of sickness and afiliction,
and solicited their attention; and often
prayed and exhorted where their servi-
ces might not be kindly received. The
perfect confidence entertained by all in
his sincerity induced them to forget his
extreme feebleness, to overlook what
would be regarded as intrusion in others,
and to put the best possible construction
on all tﬁat he did. I heard a profane
scofer say, after recovering from a sick-
bed on which he had been often visited
by this man, « Well, if theve is a chyis-
tian upon earth, it is Uncle Nehemiah.”
More than once, when his minister was
sick and in afiliction, did he come and
ask the privilege of praying with him
and his family. Such was his life for
years together.

And in full keeping with his life was
his death. Duing the protracted sick-
ness which brought his days to their
close, 1 frequently visited bim. There
was an unshaken confidence in Christ, a
cloudless enjoyment of the light of bis
countenance ; the love of Christ was his
constant theme. The very last words
that he ever uttered in my hearing were
about going to heaven to see Jesus
Christ and his dear mother.

There are a few truths which this nar-
rative of the life and death of « Uncle
Nebemiah,” as he was familiarly called,
foreibly teach and illustrate :—

1. It teaches us how deep and durable
avre the impressions which may be made
on the minds of her children by a pious
mother. Iere was a mind, because of
its f:eebleness, difficult of impression; yet
2 pious mother so impressed it, so engra-
ved her own image upon it, as that noth-
ing could erase her impressions or image.
How deeply must it have been impressed
with a sense of her piety, when its high-
est idea of heaven was that it was the
home of Jesus and his mother! What
might the sons of the church e, if all
their mothers wore like the mother of
Nchemiah !

2. It illustrates the truth of the great
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doctrine of regencration.  This vconsists,
not in submission to the ordinances and
forms of religion, but in being created
anew in Christ Jesus. In his youth,
Nehemiah was wayward, and, likeper-

.sons of mental fecbleness generally,

greatly under the influence of passion.
Submission to ordinances and forms
could not correct this; the formal Jew,
the Papist, the Mahometan, can go out
from their most solemn ritual observan-
ces as wicked and as turbulent as ever.
Nothing but a change at the great spring
of life can permanently change the life.
There was no intellectual power heré to
moralise,—no judgment to strengthen,—
no reason to wake up to its duty,—no
capacity to instruct. ~And yet thercisa
areat, obvious, and germanent change.
How account for it? In no way save
on the ground of a change of heart by
the power of the Holy Ghost.

3. It also illustrates the great saving
truth of the gospel. It is a simple view
of Christ as the Saviour of sinners, and
a simple resting upon him as our Savi-
our. Other truths are important,—the
are important to a well-balanced faith
and life; but the great essential truth is
faith in Christ. ¥ He that believela in
the Lord Jesus Christ shall be saved.
This is so plain, that a wayfaring man,
though a fool, need not err respeeting it.
‘When this faith is wrought in us by the
Holy Ghost, then, whether we possess
the expansive intellect of Paul, or the
feeble one of Nehemiah, Christ is the

ole-star of the soul.

Ob, if all the intellectual endowments
of the professors of the religion of Christ
were consecrated to his service, as was
the one talent of this feeble child of
heaven, how soon would the wilderness
and solitary portions of earth rejoice,
and the desert blossom as the rose !—
low hath God chosen the foolish things
of the world to confound the mighty!

GO TO THE WEEKLY PRAYER-
MEETING.

1. It will be a relief to your consci-
ence. It will be redeeming the solemn
pledge which you made before angels
and men, when you gave yourself to
Christ and to his chureh.

2. It will bring great good to your
own soul. Not only will your conscience
be relieved, but you will be instructed
and quickened in duty, you will be re-
freshed and gloddened in spirit, and you
will have new and more satisfying evi-
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deace of your adoption. No christian,
however cold, ean sit an hour in a spivi-
tual prayer-meeting without being warm-
ed, and prompted to new activity in the
service of God.

3. If you are prompt and regular at
the prayer-meeting, it will greatly en-
courage your pastor. e needs all the
cncouragement that he can have. His
labours are arduous, his discouragements
many, his night-watchings often. Let
him never wonder why you are not pre-
sent. Allow not his heart to sink within
him at the thought that you have forgot-
ten or forsaken the place of \\'Q(fi(l)’
prayer. Encourage him by your con-
stant presence, and you will be repaid a
hundredfold in the increased happiness
and usefulness of your pastor.

4. Go to the prayer-meeting; it will
strengthen your brethren; it will lighten
their burdens, animate their hearts, and
make them feel strong in the day of
trial. The few who have borne the
heat and burden of the day, sometimes
feel sad becanse no more “come up to
the help of the Lord against the mighty.”
“Yet they are resolved never to abandon
the cause, for they have enlisted for life.
Go, stand by their side, and share their
burdens and toils, and you will also share
their abundant rewards.

5. Your weekly presence at the pray-
er-meeting will have a powerful influ-
ence upon the unconverted. When
they see your firmness and decision, and
perseverance in christian duty, united
with a consistent life, they will take
knowledge of you that you have been
with Jesus ; they will be constrained to
go themselves to a place that is so con-
stantly attractive to you, and may, thro’
your instrumentality, be brought to a
saving knowledge of Christ. Be pune-
tual, then, at the prayer-meeting for the
sake of those around you who are “with-
out hope and without God ir the world.”

6. Above all, go to the prayer-mecet-

“ing because it will please God. It will
ot only bring great good to yourself
;and benefit others, but it will glorify
TGod. And this is the great objéct for
" svhich the christian should live : ¢ Whe-
ther ye eat or drink, or whassoever ye
_do, do all to the glory of God.” In the
. spiritual prayer-meeting God is greatly
"honoured by the growth of christians in
grace and knowledge, and by the mar-
. vellous glisplays of the Spirit’s power in
_:the conviction and conversion of men.
Go, then, christian brother, honour and

Wept.” April.
glorify God by your presence and hearty
co-operation in the meeting of social de-
votion. Go, through the storm, the cold,
and the heat—go, though worldly cares

ress hard——go, meet the people of God
for prayer, and you will meet your Sa-
viour also, and be richly blest—DPenny
Magazine.

«JESUS WEPT.” -

Among the lovely traits exhibited in
the character of Jesus Christ, none shine
forth in greater splendor, than his sym-
pathy for suffering humanity. In his
pilgrimage here on carth, he frequently
came in contact with objects in gistrcss,
which touched his heart with feelings of
compassion.

Behold him approach the tomb where
his friend Lazarus was laid, and as he
hears the lamentations of the bercaved
relatives and mourning friends, ¢ He
groaneth in the spirit, znd was troubled.”
And as he hears them mourning as those
who “ would notbe comforted,” his heart
was made full to overflowing, and his
tears mingled with those around him.—
# Jesus twepl.”

Here we have a striking illustration of
“ God manifest in the flesh.” He was
susceptible of being ¢ touched with the
feelings of our infirmitics,” and his yearn-
ing soul flowed out in sacred tears for
the suffering and distressed.

Is 1t any wonder, those who gazed
upon this affecting scene, cried out,
¢ Behold how he loved him.”  Although
the stoical philosopher may dare pro-
nounce it weakness in the son of God to
weep ; yet the compassionate Jesus
thou$ht it not a shame to suffer his be-
nevolent heart to be touched by feelings
of pity, and give vent to his pent-up sor-
row, by a gushing of tears.

And this is the affection he bears all
his friends on carth. Although their
hearts may be wrung by bitter anguish;
yet there is one dear Friend, who shares
their grief, and commiscrates their suf-
fering.

Have you experienced the loss of
fricnds 2~ Ifas death entered the domes-
tic circle, and claimed some loved object
for his own? Ilave you fcll your heart-
strings snapping asunder, as the dearest
idol of your heart has been torn away
by thegrimdestroyer? Have you wept,
and do you still weep for the departed ?
Thea indeed are you acquainted with
grief; and you have tasted the ¢ worm-
wood and the gall” of life’s fluctuating
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water. But amid this general desola-
tion of thy soul, suffer one reflection to
quell the raging billows of thy troubled
heart—desus, there above, is thy friend,
he looks down in tender compassion
upon thy distress, and iecls deep solici-
tude in all thy trials.

Dry up thy tears, thou child of sorrow,
for Jesus has gone to prepare a place for
thee. Soon shalt thou quit this * low-

round of sin and sorrow,” to reign with

im above. There shall he “ wipe away
all tears from thine eyes, and there shail
be no more death, neither sorrow nor
crying” There shall you bask in the
smiles of thy Redeemer, and enjoy Hea-
ven’s unsullied bliss, for cver and ever.
—New Yorl: Uiserver.

THE LIGIIT-IIOUSE AND THE
MISSIONARY-BOX. )

About twenty-four years ago, a poor
but pious widow, the keeper of a Jight-
house on the Kentish coast, obtained a
missionary box, and resolved to devote
to the cause of Christ all “he money that
might be given to her before twelve
every Monday morning.

On the next Monday morning a gen-
tleman visited the light-house, and sceing
her in the attire of a widow, gave her a
sovercign. :

The poor woman was perplexed ; so
large a sum would be of great service to
her during her present pressing wants—
the doctor’s bill was unpaid too—she
asked the advice of friends ; one advised
one way, another the contrary. At last
she resolved to ask God in prayer what
she ought to do with the sovereign. She
rose from her knees convinced that it be-
longed to the missions, and she at once
put it into the box. God, who is a hus-
band to the widow, and a father to the
fatherless, was not unmindful of her
faithfulness.

Int the course of the day a widow lady
of high rank, with her darahter, and se-
veral attendan:s, called o inspeet the
light-house. She made several inquirics
of' the poor widow, and before she left,
put a picce of zold into her hand.

Two days afterwards, one of the pages
came with a letter from the lady, kindly
stating that she felt much interested in
the “mily, and begged the acceptance
of .25 from herself, and £5 from her lit-
tle daughter, who was also much con-
cerned for their welfare.

‘The kind lady was Her Royal Hich-
ness the Duchess of Kent ; and her little

child—the Princess Vietoria, now the
Queen of England.—Selected.

LAST WORDS OF DYING SIN-
NERS. ,
“ Millions of maney jfor one minute of
time ”” exclimed a dying lady of rank,

.of beauty, and of power ; but not & min-

ute was to be found for her in the world
of time.  She had spent her yearsin the
pursuit of pleasure, and never had one
moment to spave for the great concerns
of the world to come.

“ 1t is too late, I am lost !” was the dy-
ing cry ofia young man who bad passed
through a vevival of religion, and had
not been moved by the powe of the Ho-
ly Spirvit. Sudder sickness scized him,
and death stared him in the face, and he
was filled vith anguish when he saw the
danger of his precious soul. He wasurg-
ed to fly to the Saviour and trust him, as
did the thief on the cross. But he felt
that it was too Jate, and with the lamen-
tation on his lips, * Too late, T am lpst!”
he expirved.

Mr Hervey called to sce a dying man,
who thus gave utterance to the deep sor-
row of his'soul: “Tsee a horrible night
approaching, bringing with it the black-
ne:s of darkness forever. 'Wo is me !—
When God called. I refused. NowIam
in sore anguish, and yet this is bat the
beginning of sorrows. I shall be destroy-
cd with an everlasting destruction.”

« I won’tdie now,” cried a young lady,
when she felt the pangs of death getting
hold upon her. But as they increased,
and she saw there was no way of escape,
and that whether willing or not, she must
die, she cried out * Lord, what must I
do?” and fell back in death.

A rich man was dying, and when the
{)hysicizm had exhausted hisskill in fruit-

ess attempts to arrest the violence of his

disease, the safferer asked, ¢ Shall I ne-
ver recover?” “You are quite sick,”
answered the doctor, “and should pre-
pare for the worst.” « Cannot Ilive for
a week ?”  “No; you will probably con-
tinue but a little while.” ¢ Say not so0,”
said the dying man, “Iwill give you a
hundred thousand dollars if you will pro-
long my life three days.” I could not
do it, my dear sir, for three Lours,” said
the doctor, and the man was dead inless
than an hour.

“ There is no mercy for me now,” said
a youth, who had been careless and irre-
liaious in health, and now in sickness he
folt that the atonement which he had
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despised was not within his reach. He
died without hope, protesting to the end
that there was no mercy for such a sin-
ner as he.

But this is not a pleasing theme. Iow
distressing such reflections as these facts
awaken! Who would die as these sin-
ners died? Who would not have the
Christian’s hope to die with, even ift he
would live as sinners live? It was a
wicked man who said: “ Let me dic the
death of the rightcous, and let my last
end be like his.”"—Ibid.

SETTLING ACCOUNTs.—A Fentleman
introduced an infidel friend to a minis-
ter, and remarked that “he never at-
tends public worship.” “ Ah'” said the
minister, “ I am almost tempted to hope
that yonare bearing false witness against
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your neighbour.” ¢ By no means,” said
the infidel. « for I always spend Sunday
in settling accounts.” The minister im-
mediately replied, « You will find, sir,
that the day of judgment will be spent
in the same manuer.”

This reminds us of the remark of an
old gentleman by the name of Very, who
once lived in Salem. The good old man
was much annoyed by the conduct of
some of his neighbours, who persisted in
working on Sundays. One Sunday, as
the good man was going by to mecting,
his Sabbath-breaking neighbours called
out to him from the hay-field—« Well,
Father Very, we have cheated the Lord
out of two Sundays, any way!” «I
don’t know that,” replied the old gentle-
man, “Idon’t know that—the account
is not settled yet.”

. Religious Intelligence.

IRELAND.

ARCHBISHOP WHATELY'S TESTIMO-
NY oX Coxversions 1N IRELAND.—
At a provincial meeting in England on
behalf of the Society for Protecting the
Rights of Conscience in Ireland, Arch-
bis?lop Whately bore a very distinet and
valuable testimony to the reality of the
religious changes going forward there.
and to the persecutions which the con-
verts have to endure :—

¢« The best friends of the Protestant
cause were those who had been lately
burning Bibles. Those Bible-burners
were proclaiming what he had long
known and believed—that the Scriptures
were contrary to the principles of the
Church of Ttome. He would not wel-
come converts with open arms till he
had examined their professions with the
utmost caution. Ile had been assured
that the large conversions from Roman-
ism which had lately oceurred, were the
result of the distributing of food to the
convests during the famine.  From in-
quiries 1ade, his grace considered that
he was :uthorised in concluding that re-
lief during the famiue was afforded Ly
those aluwost on the verge of [amine
themsclves, the Protestant clergy and
the Protestant gentry, to the poor of all
denominations, and  without impo-ing
any conditions. Ie could not but sup-
posc that this indiscriminate, impartial
charity would have the eifect of remov-

ing prejudices formerly entertained, and
cherished by interested partics, against
Protestants by the poor Roman Catho-
lics. From thator other causes—partly,
no doubt, from the wide diffusion of edu-
cation—a greatmovement has been com-
menced among the Roman Catholics of
Ireland. Although it might savour of
cgotism, yet he would state that he bad
taken a step which had been blessed
with considerable success, in removing
one of the great obstacles to the fair
heaving of the Gospel truth. This pro-
ceeding required 2l the ministers whom
he instituted to livings containing an
Irish-speaking population, to Le able to
speak the native language.  If that sys-
tem had been adopted from the time of
the Reformation’s first establishment,
Ireland would have contained very litde
Romunism at this day.  Archbishop
Whately then referrved to the fierce per-
secution which Irish Protestant converts
suffered, such as having their crops de-
stroved, being refused the purchase of
the neeessaries of' life, and the unmerei-
ful treatment whick they met within the
workhouse and afterwards, recommend-
ed the society as a machinery caleulated
to stop the evil.  As an example of the
usefulness of the soviety, he said, that in
one district in Ireland, where Romanists
threatened to give no work to those la-
bourers who had ahjured the Papat cr-
rors, the Protestant clergyman informed
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the employers, that he would scek the
aid of this Association ta provide em-
ployment for those who had been in this
way deprived of their daily bread ; when
the employers, seeing that it would not
do to losc their best labourers, velin-
<quished the persccution.”

Irrsu Cnurcn MissioNs.—A special
meeting of the fiiends and supporters of
the Society for Irish Church Missions was
held in London, on the 20th ult., for the

-purpose of explaining the present impor-
tant position of the nussion’s work among
the Roman Catbolies An Ireland, and
the peeuliar circumstances in which the
society is now placed. The meeting was
-addresse: by Major-General Alexauder,
who occupied the chair; Rev. A. Dallas
who read the report; the Bishop of Mel-
bourne,Hon. and Rev. Montague Villiers
and others.

The report pointed to the success that
hasbeen attending the operations of the
society. ‘The attendance at inquiry
classes, sermons, and ragged schools is on

- the increase.  The amount of persecu-
tion with which the converts have been
visited, has given birth to a society for
the establishment of the rights of con-
seience. .\ diminution in crime has ta-
ken place, and the Romish priesthood
have been compelled to alter their tactics
and attitade.

The society is encumbered by want of
funds. - The report states, that succes-
sive reirenchments have diminished their
annual ¢xpenditure by a sum of £3500.
They have, however, been constrained
to go farther, and on the 7th ult., passed
a resolution, that the sum total of their
annual expenses should not exceed £57,-
000, and that they should form a veserve
fund of £5600.—Nuws of the Churches.

AUSTRIA.

The miserable  coneaction  entitied
the Concordat, Ly which the Pope is
henceforth to be permitted to ride
rough shad over the mindsof the Avstri-
an people. beginsto take effeet. Teseems
the Emperor Joseph was restive in one
point. of' a chara ter which indivates that
some slizht remaining sparks of conunon
sense sall animate his bosom. 11 struck
out several of the Red Letter Days fram
the Almanack, thatis tasay, Saint< Days,
rightly considering that fifteen holidays
in the year—besides the Sundays—wasa
tolerable fair supply for his people.  His
masters, the Clergy, howeves, resent the
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act, and it is, therefore, probable, that the
Saints will be restored to their former
dignity, and that an Ewpire, consisting
of 2 multitude of millions will be doomed
to an increased plunder of their precious
time to be abstracted from the work of
the ficld and the shop, by way of doing
honor to a miserable fiction. One of the
points of the Concordatis, to take matri-
monia! affairs entirely out of the Civil
Courts, and to place them at the disposal
of the Xeclesiastical. It 1s thus curious
to observe how the arrangements of the
Popedom in Austria go in the teeth of
the experience of England. It hasbeen
a matter of the first moment among us to
extinguish the Ecclesiasfieal Courts alto-
gether, and to extend the jwisdiction of
those which are Givil.  The reverseis the
policy of Property; and the Austrians
have had the tolly and the infatuation to
comply with it.— Driiislk. Banner.

TURKEY.

Crnuncu MovEMENT FOR CONSTAN-
TINOPLE.—The Axrchbishop of Cauter-
bury, and the other dignitaries the Coun-
cil of the Society for the Propagation of
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, have issue d
the following statement :—<The war now
raging in the East, by creating a consid-
crable trade at Pera (the Frank quarter
Constantinople), has attracted to that
place a large number of Lnglish,—no
tewer, probably, than 500 or 600. The
crews of the steamers and sailing-vessels
which now crowd the harbour may be
cstimated atabout 4000 men.  The chap-
lain of the embassy is occupied with his
own particular duties, and as no chapel
has hitherto been built, the congregation
is necesserily limited to the number
which can be accommodated at the am-
bassador’s house, which is upwards of a
iiile distant from theshore.  Thus thou-
sands ot our countrjmen, for the most

nart in the service of their country, are
}cft in the milst of temptation and vice
of every kind, without of the ovdinary
means of grace, and with nothing to re-
mind them of their Clhiristian profession.
The Socicty for the Propagation of the
Gospel has already opened a fund for the
erection of a chareh in Turkey, a work
which it hopesto see Indue season accom-
plished—2as the best monument of our
suceess in the war, and as a thank-offer-
g to God for the restoration of peace,
whenever that blessing shail be vouch-
safed to our country. In the meantime,
however, the Society hasresolved tosend
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out, with all convenient despatch, two
chaplains, for the special benefit of the
English sajlors, shipping-agents, store-
kecpers, and other temporary residents
at Constantinople and the neighbourbood
but with an carnest hope and prayer
that the teaching and example of those
who shall be sent, may, under the divine
blessing have the effect of winning many
" to the faith of the gospel.”

MEXICO.

PROPOSED CONCORDA'T BETWEEN ROME
AND MEXICO DEFEATED BY THE FALL
OF SANTA ANKA.

Berorg the fall of the Mexican dicta-
tor, Santa Anna, a concordat between
Mexico and Rome was in the course of
negotiation. It is said that its provisions
were such as would have given Santa
Amna the full support of the Romish
clergy, and would have laid the country
undeyg the feet of the bishops. The en-
tire control of cducation of every kind
was to be in their hands, and they were
also to be given the absolute censorship of
all boaks, periodicals, newspapers, ete.—
It appears that all this negotiation has
been knocked on the head by the fall of
Santa Anna. A correspondent of an
American daily paper writes thus from
Rome of the disappoinunent felt by the
Holy See:

Roxme, Oct. 11, 1855,

« The fall of Santa Anna has occasion-
ed the Holy See much concern for the
church in Mexico, since the revolution-
ary leaders are all alike hostile to it,
however much they may differ on other
subjects. The dictator was thoroughly
pledged to the establishment, and sought
to conciliate its support by c¢very possi-
ble concession. It 1s well understood here
that the Papal Nuncio, Monseigneur Cle-
wmenti, became his most intimate associate
and counsellor soon after his last re-ac
cession ; and it was through hisinfluence
that the Jesuits were recalled, and au-
thorised to reorganise their institutions
in the country. The Mexican represen-
tative here, Senior Larrainzar, received.
only a few days before the reception of
the news of the abdication, full Instruc-
tions to conclude a treaty with the Holy
See, in full accordance with a program-
me furnished by M. Clementi, much more
favourable t¢ the church even than the
most remarkable concordat recently con-
cluded by the Papal diplomatists with
Austria. T am well assured that the ex-
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ecution of this projected treaty would
have completely subordinated the state
to the church inall things. In return
for these cnormous concessions, the aid
of the priesthood was doubtless pledged
to Santa Anna, though it is scarcely sup-
posable that the quid pro quo would have
appeared in the treaty. Of course the
project falls with him. M. Clementi's.
correspondence gives the gloomiest pic-:
ture of the country, and anticipates its
ultimate absorption by the United States,
unless some sovereign band should be
unexpectedly raised to organize its cha-
otic elements, and rescue the church from
the ¢ fanatical rage’ of the revolutionists.”

SOUTH AMERICAN REPUBLICS.

Tuz following briet notices of the re-
ligious fermentation_which has begun to-
appear in the Republics of South Ame-
rica, are extracted from a work recently
yublished, entitled * Roman Catholicism
m Spain.”

LUENOS AYRES.

“While the spirit of inquiry advances
in Spain, the republics of South Ameri-
ca, formed out of the fragments of the
ancient colonial empire founded by
Charles V., enter simultancously into
the religious movement, without any
previous concert with the ancient me-
tropolis. 'These dispositions manifested
themselves in Buenos Ayres from the
earliest days of its independence.  The
Protestants, without the least difficulty,
obtained permission to have a cemetery
for the burial of their dead, wherein
are publicly performed the funeral rites
of the Anglican church, at which cere-
mony may be seen assisting, very often,
not only the Roman Cathoficinhabitants
of the city, bu: even the clergy and fri-
ars of the dominant church. Under the
government of the illustrious Don Ber-
nardino Rivadavia, these good tenden-
cles towards religious liberty acquired
areater force and developement, and

rotestants are able to mect together on
Sundays to celebrate their worship with-
out that circumstance causing the least
surprise, or even exciting the curiosity
of the people.  Rivadavia, in 1828, foun-
ded in the vicinity of the capital a colo-
ny composed entirely of Scoteh families,
who were permitted to erect achapelina
building expressly set apart for the pur-
pose, and there was not so much asa
murmur against the project.  The iron
despotism of Rosas could do nothing a-
gaing! this bias given to the public opin-
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ion ; and although the colony dissolved
itself' in one of those palitical convulsions
0 frequent in that country, the Protest-
ants of the city still preserved their pri-
vileges. Rosas did not show himself
much disposed to tolerate the abuses of
the power of the Roman Catholic clergy,
and he banished the Jesuits, in whose
hands was placed the education of
youth. The bishop of Buenos Ayres
has been, during the dominion of that
extraordinary man, entirely subservient
to his power.”
CHILIL.

“In Chili religious fanaticism has al-
ways predominated, sustained by an
archbishop, by a numerous clergy, and
by many convents of friars and nuns;
yet still, in Valparaiso, the principal sea-
port of the republic, there exists a Pro-
testant congregation, composed of many
hundreds of English, German,and Ame-
rican citizens. LThey have a chapel, as
also a chaplain, whose stipend is borne,
in equal moietics, by the conzregation
and the government of her Briftanic
Majesty.  Many Spaniards attend the
divine services performed therein, and
we have goad grounds for believing that
some of those attendants, particularly
that portion of them composed of the fair
sex, have abjured the ervors of the Ro-
wan Catholic communion. The rising
generation is impregnated with ideas of
religious refori, and we have seen works
of some of the young writers of that
country in which the prejudices of for-
mer times are openiy attacked, and prin-
ciples of independence  and religious )i
berty proclaimed,—a cowrse of action
which, 1n other epochs, would have pro-
voked the scandal and indignation of the
authorities and of the nation at large.”

PERU.

“In Lima, the capital of Peru, a city
abounding with cenvents,and celebrated
for the wealth and power of its sccular
clergy, Dr Vigil, a priest of irreproach-
able conduct and profound learning, has

ublished a voluminous work, in whith

e attacks and pulverises the pretensions
of the Roman Court, defends the inde-
pendence of the bishops, and demon-
strates, in the most luminous manner,
the necessity of an ceclesiastical reform-
ation, differing but very little from that
which was most dexterounsly and success-
fully headed by Luther.  That work of
Dr Virgil was condemned, and its author
excommunicated by a pontifical bull;
and yet, despite this circumstance, the
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book circulates from hand to hand fi reeI?'
throughout Peru, and the doctor himself
lives W perfect tranquility in the midst
of his fellow-countrymen, respected by
all, and employed by the government in
the distinguished post of divector of the
national library.”
NEW GRANADA.

“In New Granada this reformation
has proceeded from the government it-
self. The archbishop and the Jesuits
have been banished from the territovy
of the republic, the legislative power has
sanctioned the liberty of worship, and
the public writers employ themselves in
enlightening the pcop{e upon the falsity
of' the Roman doctrines, -and the neces~
sity of undoing the work which, ever
since the discovery of the new world,
has been set up and perfected in it by
the enemies of the true faith of Jesus
Christ.”

UNITED STATES.

Tae Durcu REroryMED Crurci, ox
THE SURIECT OF SLAVERY.~—The ae-~
tion of the General Synod of the Refor~
med Dutch Chureh, xecently held in this
city, upon the great question of the day,
isan cvent of no ordinary significance.—
Several churches of North Carolina, as
it appears, professing the doctrines of the
Retormed Dutch, applied to the Generat
Synod for admission as a separate Clas-
sis*  The special committee of the Sy-
nod to whom the subject was referred,
reported in favor of admitting the Clas-
sis, without any reservation in regard to
slavery. Their report and resolutions,
after a daily debate for nearly a week,
were rejected, and instead of them, a re-
solution offered by Dr Bethune, request-
ing the Classis to withdraw its application,
was carried almost unanimously. This
was the most courteous mode of declin-
ing Christian fellowship with the slave~
lxo?dexs, that could have been sclected.

The remark of Dr Bethune, that while
he would not dare to refuse the privileges
of Christian communion to aman merely
because he was a slaveholder, slavery it-
sclf was, nevertheless, opposed to the spi-
rit of the gospel, expressed the feelings of
nine-tenths of the body he addressed.—
‘The stand here taken by the Duteh Sy-
nod, is the stand that must and will be
taken by the entire North, as well in its

¥* We may explain to our readers that o
Classis is cquivalent to a Piesbytery—~Eo.
Instructor.
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political as in its ccelesiastical relations
to slavery.

The Synod not only refused to adopt
the institution, but, without transgressing
the rules of Christian charity and kind-
ness, at the same time carefully refrained
from taking any action that could be con-
strued into countenancing slavery, or a-
pologizing forit. It did not absolutely
refuse to admit the Classis of North Ca-
rolina. But it substantially declined to
do so without a qualification, expressive
of its disapprobation of slavery.

I speaks to the South the language of
almost the entire North: « We will not
be responsible for this institution: we
.wash our hands of this ini(luity."

That is the stand whichthe whole
North must and soon will take as well
without as within the Church. :

The discussion on the reception of the
Classis of North Carolina was then re-
opened by Mr Gause, who offered a reso-
lution unfavorable to its admission, on
the ground that slavery was a great evil,
and the admission of the North Carolina
Classis would cause dissensions in the
Church. Considerable excitement was
sereated, and much warm debate, in which
the Rev. Mr Williamson, Rev. Dr Scott,
Elder Brinkerhoft, and Rev. Dr Bethune
participated.

The following resolutions, offered by
the latter gentleman, were at length sub-
stitated for those offered by Mr Gause:

Fhereas, It is evident, from the opin-
ions expressed on this floor, that this Sy-
nod cammot unite cordially in receiving
the Classis of North Carolina within the
limits of our church; and whereas, the
Synod desires to treat the Classis with
the kindness and courtesy due to breth-
ren; therefore,

Resolved, That the: Commissioner of
the Classis of North Carolina, be request-
od to withdraw his papers. Also, that a
certified copy of the above preamble and
resolution, with the action of the Synod,
be sent to the Classis of North Cavolina.

These resolutions were productive of
much additional diseussion: but were
finally adopted on a vote of 55 to Jt.—
N 3. E. Post.

MISSIONARY TTEMS.
Isnaxps or Tue Paciric.—~The re-
orts ot the brethren who are sustained
y the Church Mis<onary Society at
New Zealand, speak of an incerease of
wealth amonyg the natives, with a conse-
quent increase of worldliness. To the
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const population the example of English
traders is becoming more and more per-
nicious ; and intemperance, once un-
known to New Zcalanders, 1s spreading
-apidly among them. European vices
have been followed by European discases;
and many have fallen. The Church
Missionary Record. expresses the hope
that prayer will be offered in behalf of
this people, that the blessing of God may
granted more abundantly to the
preaching of the Word.

Inp1ans.—The lastreport from Spen-
cer Academy, under the care of the Pres-
byterian Board of Missions, is quite fa-
vorable. Though the number of pupils
is onc hundred and twenty, there has
been no difficulty in maintaining order
and subordination. ¢ They deserve,” Mr
Ried says, “ much praise for their gener-
al good behaviour and diligent attention
to their studics.” Seventeen have been
admitted to Chxistian fellowship; and
others lave appeared solicitous in re-
speet to their spiritual interests.  An in-
teresting revival, morcover, has been en-
joyed in the vicinity, the fruit of which
is seen in the admission of about one
hundred Chogtaws to the church in one
year.

MernopisT MISSIONARY  Arero-
rriariox.—The Committee of the Me-
thodist Missionary Society United States,
have made the following appropriations
for 1854 :

For existing foreign missions, $63,400
«  New missions in Indiaand

Turkey . 12,500
¢ A new mission in South
Amecrica, 3,000

«  Domestic German missions, 48,500
«  Qtherforeignersin this coun-

try, 15,975

« Indian missions, 15,250
«  English home misstons, 97,150
4 Exigeneies, 11,225
$265,000

A Miss1oN ToR THE AFGIANS.—
The Executive Committee of the Pres-
by terian Board of Foicign Missions are
considering the expediency of commenc-
ing 2 mission for the benefit of the Af-
ahans, a people inlabiting the country
between Persia and Iadin. It 15 not
practicable as yet for missionaries {0 re-
side among them: but something may
be done in their behalf Iy laborers stati-
oned in the Punjab.  There are said to
Le five millions In number, nearly all
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Mohammedans. But little has been at-
tempted for them hitherto. -

A New Device AgainsT Missioxs.
—The progress of Christianity in some
parts of India is attested by the virul-
ence of its opposers. A recent move-
mentin Madras has a special significance.
An attempt has been made to bring con-
tempt upon the worship of Christian
churches, by introducing their forms in-
to heathen assemblies.  Praises are sung
to Hindoo gods; prayer is offered to theny
and the spread and triumph of idolatry
are foretold, after the mannerof the pro-
phets. At the close of the service, a
benediction is pronounced in the name

of the Hindoo Triad. This species of

opposition has been practiced for some

time; but the Lord knows when to cause
the wrath of man to praise him.

Waxnt or MissioNaRrIES—Rev E.

" M. Dodd, just arrived at Smyrna from

New York, writes back to the Evange-

list :—The cry for laborors that comes

up from every part of the Armenian field,
is really painful.  Before itreaches your
shores it becomes faint, but if those who
there close their ears to it, could hear it
here, it would arouse them. Xourteen
men were called for, in May, as absolute-
1y neeessary : but before two had arrived
to meet the eall, the developement of the
work calls for four or five mece. Mr
Thompson of the Deputation, on arriv-
ing here, was afraid that the mission had
asked for too many men, that the church-
es would be frightened perhaps, but
mark, before he left, he went to Thyati-
1a, to visit the little church there, and on
his return, thought that they ought by
all means to have a missionary, being a
church of seven members, in the mdst
of an enquiring population, but Thyatira
liad hot been pﬁzced by the mission on the
list for inumediate supply, because other
places were still more needy. May the
Lord of the vineyard send forth labour-
ers into his vineyard.

| Ediforial Review.

“THE ECCLESIASTICAL POSITION OF THE PRESBYTE-
RIAN CHURCH OF NEW BRUNSWICK”

UNDER this heading the January number of the Colonial Presbyterian
contains a long cditorial article which we have perused with interest and
pleasure. This body was formed by those members of the Synod of New
Brunswick who sympathised with the Free Church of Scotland. But it
seems they have not thought it advisable to form any connexion with that
body, and have taken up the position of an independent Provincial Synod.
The following extracis fron the above article exhibiting their present rela-
tious will, we are satisfied, be read with fnterest by our readers :—

“When the Presbyterian Church of New Bruuswick was organized, there were
two courses, either of which, might have been adopted, each of which had certain
advantages connected with it, and neither of which was wholly free from some in-
convenience. The new orsanization might either place itself in a dependency on
some of the Presbyterian Churches of Euwrope or America—adapting the peculiar
standards and it might be assuming the nanic of some of them, or it might humbly,
and with fear and trewbling, enter the numerous family of Presbyterian churches,
not as a satellile or dependence, but as an independent, though a very feeble mem-
ber of that great fratemity.  Tu the haiter ease, its only allegiance would be divectly
due to the Lord Jesus Christ; its rule of Faith would be the word of God ; its sub-
ordinate standardsthe Catholic creed of the Preshyterian Church~-her ereed unmodi-
fied by peculiar national or eevlesiastical vivcumstanees—her ereed especially in
regard to the two-fold kingly headship o Christ over the Church and as Prince of
the Kings of the earth.  There wore many reazons which might have led any one to
conclude n priors, that the former cowrse would have been chosen, and that the
new organization would have been placed in a relation to the Free church of Scot-
Iand, analagous to that of the Synal, fron which the secession took place, towards
: the Established ehurch.  On the other hand it was not forgotten by the sagacious

- e -
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founders of the Presbyterian Church of New Brunswick, and especially by some ot
her influential elders and members that the organization, which, whilst it exhibited
the principles of Presbyterianisi in their integrity, should know least of nationali-
ties, and identify itself’ least with any section of the Presbyterian Church, must
prove the best suited to the wants and circumstances of a Provinee like New Brun-
swick; a province which was not settled exclusively by emigrants from any one of
the fatherlands, whose Y’resbyterian inhabitants had associations with various Pres-
byterian denominations, and whose native youth might be expected to have their
sympathies and affections more drawn forth towards a Provincial Presbyterian
Church—the Church of their native land—than to a Churchin any foreign connex-
jon whatsoever.

Such persons might naturally ask whether Presbyterian principles were indigen-
ous {o some particular terrestrial locality, or if not, why their catholicity and uni-
versality of growth and adaptation, could not be manifested by their direct and
successtul culture on the soil of New Brunswick.

Strange asit may seem,and as it actually does scem to us Who only record, but
cannot say of these events Magna pars fui, the considerations last mentioned pre-
vailed. They did so at a time, when the principles which they involved were not
very fully appreciated even by the Free Church of Scotland ; they prevailed at a
time when few in New Brunswick understood their pregnant bearing upon the fu-
ture; and when a very slight influence would have turned the scale on the other
side. The position assumed by the Presbyterian Church of New Brunswick was not
one of connexion or dependency, or, if either there was, the dependency and con-
nexion had reference, not to any existing ceclesiastical organization, keast of all to
one in which it had no representation—bnt, to Christ himself, to principles taught
in the word of God and exhibited, we again repeat, in the Westminister standards
—justly deemed the Catholic standards of the Presbyterian Church.  In particular
the Presbyterian chureh of New Brunswick did not connect itself with the Free
Church of Scotland. It did not do so, not because it did not hold the principles
of that church, in so far as out of Scotland they could e held, but just because it
did hold them ; it did not do so, not because it loved the Free Church less, but
Freedom, more. 1% embrace the principles which were peculiar to that churck by
adopting her protest simpliciter, were to claim and protest to be, and to be rightfully
regarded as the Clurch of Scotland : this no churchout of Scotland could do without
the inscnsibility to ridicwle af @ Don Quizot, and in embracing the principles which
were not peculiar to the Free Church; principles which she did not discover, bui
merely promulgated ; principles which she held in common with other Presbyterian
churches—the Presbyterian ehurch of Ireland for example, a church which deriv-
ed by birthright that freedoin which the Free Church obtained by the payment of
a great sum—the Presbyterian church of New Brunswick did not see any greater
reason for crediting these principles to the Free Church than toany other Presby-
terian Church. * * * # * *

In aiding the Presbyterian church of New Branswick, the Irish and Scotch
Churches were well aware that she did not take the name of either that she did
not stipulate for the principles of either in the formula of questions which she pre-
pared for the assent of her office bearers, and that she as holding great principles
in common no other relationship existed between that Colonial, and these parent
churches, cither nominal or in point of faet,

The writer next proceeds to consider the advantages of this position. The
following are part of his remarks on this subject :—

“ In arranging terms of Union with any branch of the Presbyterian Church we
ask neither counsel nor permission from foreign bodies, not so with the Established
Syned. According to its ccelesiastical organ such terms of union arc to he arran-
ged by the leading members of the churches at home—as may not do violence to
the ordination vows of Colonial ministers! When we resolve upon any course of
educating, training, or providing candidates for the ministry, we willnotlike our
brethren of the other Synod submit our plans for opproval or rejegtion to a Church
in which we have no representation.® Should we resolve upon a union with other
Presbyterian bodies in New Brunswick or clsewhere, we are in no danger of being
called upon to surrender our temporalities, to individuals claiming them on bebaif
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-of any foreign denomination ; whilst the hands of the Church of which the Estab-
lished Synod is the represcutation are at this moment completely tied in reference
to such action. She is nol a free agent, and although the legislature on the re-
presentation of her influential laymen might probably come to her aid, yet how
very small an amount of opposition might be suflicient to convinee it that it should
notdo so. Aund then on the question of nationality, can it be . apucted unless as a
case of stern neeessity, that Irish Presbyterians, or natives of New Brunswick, will
prefer a Scottish to a Provincial Presbyterian Church? or that Free ehurchmen
in principle, will ever fraternize with a Synod which does not practically prove its
le ve of, and its honest sympathies with freedom ?

We need not say that to a very large extent we cordinily sympathize in
these views. With the exception of one point, to which we shall presently
advert, they wre exactly the views propounded by the fathers ot the Presby-
terian Church of Nova Scotia fifty years ago, and upon the basis of which
the union took place in 1817.  Their objeet was to form a Presbyterian
Church without reference to any of the local peculiarities whicli divide Pres-
byterians in Scotland, leaving points on which they might differ as matters
of forbearance—and having no connexion with any body beyond the Atlan-
tic. On these principles all the Presbyterian ministers in this province ex-
cept one united in 1817 to form one Synod. Most of them were from one
or other of the two bodies into which the Sccession was then divided: but
some, among whom was the father of the Synod, the late Rev. James Munroe
of Antigonish, were from the Kirk of Scotland. The individual who did not
unite with them was prevented from doing so by his congregation having an
Independendent constitution, but always maintained the most triendly feelings
toward the united body. But the ministers of the Church of Scotland who
arrived afterward repudiated this view. and resolved on founding a body “in
connexion” with the Church of Scotland. To this step, we are safe in saying,
that all the subsequent division among Presbyterians in this province has
been owing. We are glad to see that the idea of retaining a connexion with
churches in other countries is disavowed by the Free Church in New Bruns-
wick. Indeed, in some parts of the above article, we might almost imagine
we heard the voice of Dr McCulloch in his letters to Dr Burns. 'We believe
that the same view is rapidly gaining ground both in the Kuk and Free
Church in Nova Scotia. Hitherto the idea of maintaining a relation of de-
pendency or subordination to some of the Scottish Presbyterian churches,
and of upholding their local peculiaritics, has kept Presbyterians apart in
this provinee, and as soon as this idea is abandoned, one of the chief obstacles
to union will be removed.

There is, however, one part of their basis to which we must take excep-
tion. The editor of the Colonial Presbyterian takes credit for their basis as
a catholic one, in taking the whole of the Westminster Confession of Faith
a8 their subordinate standard. Now he must be aware that there is one por-
portion of it, viz., that which refers to the power of the civil magistrate in
religious matters o which many Presbyterians ohjeet. There arc statements
in it which appear to many to justify the rankest intolerance, and seem to
accord to the civil magistrate & power in religious matters, which praciically
the Free Church wonld be among the first to resist.  We refer to such pas-
sages as part of ch. xx. §4, ch. xxiii. §3, and the explication of the sccond
Commandment which makes € tolerating a false religion” as one of the sins
there forbidden. These passages have been struck out entirely by the Pres-
byterian Church of the United States, while the Associate Reformed and
other smaller hodies in the United States cither expunge them altogether, or
roceive them with explanations. The United Presbyterian Church in Scot-
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land received the Westminster Standards with the same exception.  Their
formula runs thus: “ Do you acknowledge the Westminster Confession of
Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms as an exhibition of the sense
in which you understand the seriptures : it being understood that you are not
required to approve of anything which teaches or 2s supposed to teach com-
pulsory or persecuting and intolerant piinciples in religion.” The Presby-
terian Cliarel of Nova Scotin allows thesc sections to remain as matters of
mutual forbearance.  Now, we put il to our friends of the Synod of New,
Brunswick, are they prepared to felerate such views. 'We do not ask them
to assent Lo ouw views regarding the power of the civil magistrate in matters
of religion—ve do not ask them (o say that these passages teach compulsory
or intolerant principles in religion: but are they willing that ¢n this under-
standing of them they will not hold them biading upon their ministers and
members. If they ave, there is nothing to hinder the ministers and members
of our church in New Brunswick from uniting with them at once. 'We be-
lieve that our Synod would at once recommend them to do so, and that we
would at cnee recognize the Synod of New Brunswick as asister church and
abstain from all operations within their bounds.

At the conclusion of the wrticle the writer hints that the position taken by
the Synod may lead to a disruption by the secession of some of the more vi-
olent Free Churchmen.

“Yet, when we note their language, whether as spoken or written, when we
find that some of them have notyet learned, or at least oceasionally forget the name
of the church to which they profess to belong, grave fears spring up in our mind
that some “respected brethren,” may some day go off at a tangent from us, and
that the great Disruption of the church of Scotland, may be unnecessarily carica-
tured in the Presbyterian Church of New Brunswick.”

‘We sincerely hope not, though it wonid only be what one church in this
province experienced. 'We have only to desive that the Free Church would
open their doors wide enough 1o receive those who cannot assent to those
parts of the Westminster standards “ which teach or may be supposed to
teach compulsory or intolerant principles in religion,” and they will soon
become in reality what they aim at, the Provincial Synod of New Bruns-

wick.

SABBATH CAUSE IN ENGLAND.

Tuie great event which it is our duty to record the present month is the
signal defeat of the enemies of the Sabbath in the British House of Com-
mons. The question upon which the struggle took place was the motion of
Sir J. Walmesley to open public exhibitions on the afternoon of the Lord’s
day. 'The enemies of Sabbath sanctification made their motion in the mild-
est form. It was confined to the British Museum and the National Gallery.
(This Jast, we may explain, is a gallery of paintings, with some other works
of art, originally purchased by the Dritish Parliament from the executors of
a Mr Angerstien, an amateur collector.)

Even the chrystal palace was dropped in the meantime, and even these it
was proposed to open only after morning service, and all was cloaked under
the idea which infidelity in the present day is so ready to assume, of a bene-
volent regard to the welfare of the working classes. The proposal has ex-
cited an agitation in the British mind which has not been surpassed for ma-
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ny years.  All denominations have united in their opposition to it with an
cnergy amd cordiality, which has shown that, whatever be theiv differences
otherwise, against the common enemy their hearts are entirely united. Vigor-
ous measures were at once yesorted to for the purpose of expressing their
oppaosition (o the proposal.  Various deputations waited upon the Prime mi-
nister, the most important of which was a deputation of 130 gentlemen,
headed by the Arehbishop of Canterbury, and comprising representatives of
all the leading evangelical denvminations and the principal religious societies
of London. Meetings were held in the prineipal towns both of England and
Scotland, which were largely attended, and at winch resolutions werce enthu-
siastically adopted against Sir J. Walmseley’s nsotion.  One or two interrup-
tions occurred at these meetings, suflicient to show the animus of the Sabbath
desecrators. At ene meeting, for exsmple, the larl of Shafteshury having
taken the chair, called on a Rev.gentleman present to open the meeting with
prayer.  The proposal was received with the utmost nproar. ~ A motion was
made by one of the opponents of the Sabbath to proceed to business without

- prayer. Earl Shaftesbury refused to put such a motion, and finally retived.
The number of petitions presented was so great that the list of them fills
three columns of the Z¥mes. Qi the evening of the debate, more than an
hour was spent in the mere presentation of them.  Some prominent friends
of the Sabbath had as many as a hundred to present. A few were presented
in favor of the motion, but nincteen ous of twenty were against it.

The encmies of the Sabbath made but a small figure in the discussien, and

equally small in the division, for their motion was negatived by a vote of 376 -

to 48, or cight to one. Last year the majority was only five to one.  Of this
minority it may be remarked, that twenty-two arc Irish members, chiefly
Roman Catholics, and that not one of the members for Scotland voted with.
them. Only one Scotchman voted in the minority, viz.,, Hon. Arthur Gor-
don, son of the Earl of Aberdeen, while his elder brother, Lord Hadda, voted
with the majority.

Tt must be gratifying to every friend of religion, that this insidious attempt
upon the Sabbath has been so signally defeated. The resolution may seem
a small one, but a litth~ consideration will show that it was an attempt just
to introduce the small end of the wedge, which would afterwards be driven
home as opportunity offered, until the whole fabric of Sabbath observance-
would be riven asunder. The proposal in the meantime was only to open
places where taste would be gratified by works of art, but this once admitted,
it would not be long till places of amusement would follow, and the Sabbath.
of England be lost in the Sunday of the Continent. It is worthy of remark,
that at the very time this attempt was being made, an effort is being made
in Paris to sccure this day as one of real rest for the sonsof toil. The claim
of Sabbath desecrators to be the friends of the working clusses, is one which
is casily demolished. All experience has shown that once relax ‘the sacred-
ness of the day and the result will bear heavier upon that very class in the
labor which will be necessary on that sacred day.  And let the Sabbath be
once given to amusement, and what is to hinder it becoming in these days
of mammon worship devoted to labour. With all the lures thrown out to the
warking classes of England, we believe that they know well, that the friends
of the Sablath are their Lest friends.  H' it be argued, that an opportunity
should be afforded fo those engaged in toil during six days of the week to
enjoy healthful recreation, we answer, yes, decidedly; but, whence should the
time be taken? From God or mammon *—from the six days given for our
own employment or the ene which the King of heaven has reserved for hin-
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self and sanctified by his own example? This is the real question at issue,
and it must be a matter of sincere congratulation and of thankfulness to God
that the heart of Britain has shown itself so sound on this question ?

PROHIBITORY LAYW.

Tae Bill for the prolibition of the manufacture and sale of intoxicating
tiquors has, we regret to say, been lost in the Lower House, and thatin a way
rather discreditable to the Government of the country, and to a portion of
those who were understood to be pledged to the support of the bill. On the
19th the main discussion oceurred on the sccond reading, Messrs Morrison,
Avrchibald, Johnston, and Tupper taking the lead in support, the Attorney
General, and Mr Wilkins in opposition.

The principle of the bill was then affirmed, 27 voting to send it to

Committee, while 19 voted for Mr McFarlane’s motion for postponement.— -

Notice to rescind was immediately given, and discussed on the day follow-
ing, when the majority of eight suddenly disappeared, and the bill was retain-
-ed in Committec only by a majority of one. This change is to be explained
by the presence of two or three opponents of the measurce who were formerly
absent, but especially by the absence, no doubt on urgent business, of several
tried friends of the government.

The friends of prohibition were resolved to persevere, and leave the re-
sponsibility of rejection on those who by their votes should choose to assume
it. Accordingly the bill was again taken up in committec on the 26th, when
the following motion by Mr Tobin passed the committec and was accepted
by the House, 28 to 21.

Whereas, An Act containing similar provisions to those in the bill now under
consideration, came into operation in the province of New Brunswick on the first
-day of January last, and the success or failure of the experiment tried in that pro-
vince, will exercise a large influence on public opinion among our own constituents,
.and it is therefore prudent to suspend the further action of this House until the
beginning of next session. Resolved, therefore, that the further consideration of the
said bill be postponed until the next session. '

‘We regret the loss of the bill, but we still more deeply regret the course
pursued by the administration, in consequence of which several of their warm
supporters are placed in a false position before the country. Had the go-
vernment taken its stand against the bill these men could have made their
choice, either to support it at the expense of the bill or to carry out the wishes
of their constitutients (to which in some cases they were specially pledged)
at all hazards. Ilaving made their election they would in that case, doubt-
less, have adhered to it.  Unfortunately the government, while ostensibly
treating it as an open question, were resolved that it should not become Iaw.,
No sooner, therefore, was it found that there was a majority for prohibition,
than every cffort was made to induce the friends of the government who had
voted for the bill to abandon their position.  Thusseveral were induced first
to absent themselves, and at last, by a direct vote, to postponc the measure,
Just as if the existence of the administration and the continuance of the rail-
way were dependant upon the revenue raised from the rum traffiec.  Such are
briefly our reasons for saying that the measure was defeated in a way which
reflects no credit either on those in power, or on those who sacrificed their
own copsistency on the shrine of party.

PR
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NEW IXEBRIDES.

LATER INTELLIGENCE FROM
ANEITEUM.

‘We are happy to inform our readers
that since the issue of our last number
two packages of communications have
been received from our missionarics, the
first containing intelligence up till 20th
June, and the last up till the 18th Oec-
tober. The latter was accompanied with
portions of Mr. Geddie’s Journal and
specimens of books published in the
Aneiteum language. On the whole the
intelligence is remarkably gratifying.—
The only exception is the fact mention-
ed in the last letter, that the Mission fa-
nmily had been scverelv tried by sick-
ness. But we proceed to lay before our
readers as much of these communicati-
ons as our space will permit.

Aneiteum, New Hebrides, South Pacific
Ocean, June 201k, 1855.

Rev. Axp DEAR Sinr,—
I send this letter by a Whaler which
has called at this Island. Shois on a
cruise, and the Captain does not expect
to call at any port for a considerable
time. In the course of his voyage, how-
ever, he will pass ncar Sydney and Ho-
bart Town, and he confidently cxpeets
to mecet vessels at sea bourd for one or
other of these places and put my letters
on board of them. Asmy present let-
ters are sent at a venture they are fewer

in number than they would have been,
had a more certain opportunity offered.
HEALTH OF MISSION FAMILIES.

I am sure you will unite with us in
thankfulness to God for the measure of
health enjoyed by the Mission families"
during another year. With slight ex-'
ceptions we have little cause for com-'
plaint, and we have been able to prose-
cute our labours without interrupiion.~’
Never was health more required than it
is at present, when our work presses on'*
us on all hands, and taxes our energies
to the utmost extent. To us God has’
indeed been true to the promise, ¢ As
thy days so shall thy strength be.”

PROSECUTION OF LABOURS.

As regards our labours we continue to
prosecute them with much encourage-.
ment, and, I trust, with some degree of
success also. The Word of God spreads.
throughout the Island, and the demand
for teachers is constantly made on us.—-
The work advances as fast as it can be.
successfully overtaken. As nearly as T
can estimate at present, three-fourths of

‘the population have embraced christiani--

ty, and those who are still heathen bave
abandoned many of their former revolt-.
ing customs. The period I bope is not
far distant when the whole Island will
be under christian instruction and influ~
ence.

PRINTING PRESS.

The Printing Press presented to this
Mission by friends in Scotland, has safe-
ly arrived. It appears to be an excel-
lent article. We feel very grateful for
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this valuable contribution to the Mission.
It is a size smaller than we could have
wished ; but it prints a larger sheet than
the old Press.  'We expect to have it in
operation in a few days. May it be the
means of diffusing much light in these
regions of darkness.
MR. GEDDIE'S ELDEST DAUGHTER.

I may mention to you that I have in-
structed my daughter Charlotte Ann to
come to Anciteum when she complotes
her education, instead of going to Nova
Scotia, as was originally intended. Her
health does not appear to be robust, and
she has expressed a strong wish to’
c¢ome here and labour among the
heathen, and these circumstances have
caused us to alter our design of sending
her to Nova Scotia. I bhave written to
the Rev. Dr. Tidman on the subject of
her removal here, and requested him to
miature arrangements for this purpose.
If she enjoys her health on this Ysland
she may be eminently usefulin the work,
and if the climate does not agree with
her, I doubt not but we can get herinto
a situation of usefulness in the neigh-
bouring Colonies, and she will still be
near to us. This decision in relation to
our dear child will no doubt disappoint
our friends who'expected her removal to
Nova Scotia, but I am sure they will
cheerfully acquiesce in the arrangement
when they know the comfort which her
Jpresence here will give to us, cut off as
‘we are in a great measure from christian
and civilized society.

DEATHS AT MARE.

‘We have heard with deep regret of
the death of Mrs. Creagh, wife of the
Rev. Mr. Creagh, on the Island of Mare.
She visited this Jsland in October last,
when on her way to her destination in
the ‘¢ John Williams.” She was thenin
the enjoyment of excellent health, and
we hoped that she would be long spared
to labour in the cause to which she had
devoted herself. 'We sympathize deeply
with her bereaved husband and the
other members of the Mission.

We bave also heard of the death
of the Rev. Mr. Nihil, a2 Church’
of England missionary, who has like-
wise been on Mare for some time.—
He had been in a decline for a consider-
able time, and bis death was less unex-
pected than the forner. I was acquaint-
¢d with Mr. Nihil, and have always re-
garded him as an amiable man and a de-
vited missionary.

April.

ERROMANGA.

The accounts from Erromanga are
also unfavourable. The teachers on that
Island have suffered much from fever
and ague, and death has been doing its
work “among them. In October last
twelve Samoans, cight of whom were
adults and four children, were landed on
that Island. Fever and ague broke out
among them soon after they were land-
ed. Six out of the twelve died, five
found their way to this Island, and only
one of the original party now remains
on Erromanga. ‘The teachers formerly
stationed on that Island being somewhat
better acclimated than their newly ar-
rived brethren, suffered less from sick-
ness, and have been able to remain.

SAFETY OF JOSEFA.

You vill rejoice to hear that Joseph,
our teacher on Fotuna, whom we sup-
posed had perished at sea, is still alive.
After leaving Fotuna for this Island, a
storm arose, which lasted for a week.—
Such was the violence of the wind and
sea that they could do nothing but try
and keep the boat afloat. They tied all
their oars together and threw them into
the sca at the bow of the boat. By this
expedient they succeeded in keeping
her head to the sea and wind. “She
drifted in this way before the wind dur-
ing the storm, and at its close they found.
themselves near the north point of New
Caledonia. They thenmade for the Isle
of Pines, which les at the south end of
that Isiand, a voyage of between 200
and 300 miles. After encountering in-
numerable dangers from the nativesthey
reached their destination. I saw one of
the natives who was in the boat, and he
says tbat when they were in danger they
always prayed to God for help, and he
sent them deliverance. Joseph remain-
ed on the Isle of Pines until he met with
a Captain who kindly took kim on board
and landed bim on Fotuna. He reached
home after an absence of six months.—
The remarkable preservation of our
teacher, in circumstancesof extreme pe-
ril, is another evidence of God’s good-
ness to us, and demands our gratitude
and praise.

APPEAL FOR VESSEL.

Tinclose in this letter a paper signed.
by Mr. Inglis and myself, which will
speak for itself. I trust that the object
which we solicit will mect with your fa-
vourable consideration, and with-a libe~
ral response from those interested in the

~
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cvangelization of these Islands. What
you do in this matter let it be done
specedily, and communicate the result to
us a3 soon as possible.

T long to hiear from you, and to know
whun we are to expect missionaries from
Nova Scotia. I trust that you will find
men willing to come, and that you will
lose no time in sending them here. 'We
long to see them, for the harvest here is
great and the labourers few.

REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN MISSION TO
NEW ZEALAND.

‘We bave recently heard that the Mis-
sion on New Zealand, in connexion with
the Reformed Presbyterian Church, is
about to be given up, and that the Mis-
sion Committee wish their missionary,
the Rev. J. Duncan, to come to this
group. If Mr. Duncan should come it
is probable that the Island of Fotuna
will be his destination. I trust that he
may feel it to be his duty to comply with
the wishes of the Missionary Ceammittee
of his Church. Doors of usefulness are
now opening on the Islands around, but
unless they are speedily c..tered they
may again be closed.

1 must now close my letter, as the
time to which Iam limited for writing it
has nearly expired. Ihave other com-
munications on hand for you, but I re-
serve them for a more direct and certain
opportunity. Wishing you every bless-
ing and all needful direction in_every
thmglpertaining to the cause of God,

remain, Rev. and dear sir,
Yowr’s very sincerely,
JOHN GEDDIE.
REev. JaMEs Bayxg, See. B. F. M.

Aneiteum, New Hebrides,
July 27, 1855.
DEaRr BrETHREN :

It is now seven years since Ilanded
with my family on this island. Durin
this period of time we have witnesse
important changes, been subjected to no
common trials and dangers, and experi-
enced a more than ordmary measure of
Divine goodness. 1 feel as if a review
of the past ought to inspire in our hearts
feelings of thankfulness to God who has
sustained us hitherto, and induce us to
more unreserved devotedness to his
work.

TNIEALTH OF THE MISSION FAMILIES.
The mission families, I am glad to say,

are well at present. While death bas

boen making breaches in the misgion on
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-the Loyalty Islands, where the discases
common to the New Hcbrides are un-
known, we have been spared. The pain-
{ul bereavements to which our beloved
friends have been subjected, teach im-
pressively the uncertainty of life in the
most salubrious regions, and the power
of God to shicld us in those which are
unhealthy.

RECORD OF LABORS~—PREACHING.

I will now give you a brief record of
our labours since the date of my last com-
munication to you. The preaching of
the gospel I regard as our first and most
important duty among the natives. We
endeavour, as best we can, to tell these
poor islanders the wonderful works of

God in their own tongue: Our efforts
to make known the glad tidings of salva-
tion have, I trust, not been altogether in
vain. This has been God’s most honored
instrument for the conversion of souls in
other ages and in other lands, and it hag
been so here. The exhibition of a cruci-
fied Saviour in the gospel has done more
for the overthrow of satan’s kix ydom on
this island than any other instrumentality
used. Assoon aswe could tell these
degraded savages of a Saviour’s dying
love, and not till then, did their hearts
begin to melt. When expounding the
essential truths of Christianity to the
natives, we endeavour, as occasion offers,
to expose to them the exror, folly and
impiety of their old superstitions, in or-
der that they may be more effectually
weaned from them, and feel more thank-
ful to God, who has translated them from
the darkness of heathenism to the light

-of the gospel. And the more they see
the dark abyss from which they have
been rescued, the more will their hearts
be inclined to magnify the grace to which
they owe tneir deliverance. We can
now speak of ancient ideas and customs,
with a freedom which at one time would
have heen offensive, or made our instruc-
tion repulsive.

To preach the gospel in o barbarous
and heathen tongue 1s by no means easy.
The difficulty arises from the paucity of
words and phrases adapted to express
religious ideas. There 1s, inded, a ful-
ness and variety in this langupee that
makes it suflicient for the ordinary affair
of life; but, when made the vehicle of
divine truth, its barrenness appears.—
There are no technical terms of wellun-
derstood import to aid us in imparting
religiousinstruction. Hence circumlocu~
tion and varied illustration are necegsary
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in order to convey correct imi)ressions to
the minds of the natives, of what we wish
to teach them. We have encountered
much difficulty in fixing on suitable terms
and phrases to express the ideas of par-
don, repentance, regeuneration, judge-
* ment, sa{vation, ete. Let any minister at
home deny himself the use of these and
other theological terms with which our
langnage abounds and then attempt to
preach the gospel, and he will in some
measare understand the difliculty of the
Christian missionary who teachesin a
heathen tongue.
ATTENDAXCE.

The publie ordinances of religion are
ordinarily attended on the Sabbath day
by 400 or 500 persons. On special oc-
casions it is much greater. At our last
communion, a few weeks ago, about 1200
persons were present; our new church
would not contain them, and many re-
mained outside. The attention with which
the natives listen to the preaching of the
gospel is very encouraging. I trust that
not a few are growing in the knowledge
of divine things.

EDUCATION.

The work of education advances fa-
vorably on the island. I am assisted at
present by two Samoan and seventeen
Aneiteam teachers. About the same
number assist Mr Inglis in his district.—
Many of our teachers would be regarded
at home as very ineflicient men Dut we
are thankful for themn such as they are.
The cause has been greatly aided by
their Iabours among their countrymen.

Ir. the selection of our teachers -ve look *

to character as much as to scholarship;
and it often happens that the best men
are not the best scholars.  But the na-
tives are children, and we must appoint
nien to be their instructors who wil{ teach
them by example as well as by precept.
The schools are attended by old and
young, male and female, chicfs and com-
mon people.  Our aim at present in our
common schools is {o teach the people to
read the word of God, and several hun-
dreds are now able to doso. DMr Inglis
and I still continue to conduct afternoon
classes of young men at our respeetive
stations, and will continue to do so uatil
these are superseded by an Educational
Institution which we have in prospect.
1 bave, in a former letter, mentioned to

-ou that it will be under the direction of

Ar Inglis, who is cinincatly qualified for
this Gepartment of missionary work.—
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Materials are now in course of prepara-
tion for the building, and I hope it will
be in successful operation by this time
next year.  Ilook forward with much
hope to the influence of our contempla-
ted institution on the interests of educa-
tion and relgion on this island.
EFFORTS FOR FEMALELS.

The cfforts of Mrs Inglis and Mrs Ged-
dic on behalf of the fomales have been
unremitted, and I am happy to say have
been crowned with much success. Their
endeavours to raise them, intellectually
and morally, have been followed by a
kappy improvement in their circum-
stances. The change which has taken
place among the women of this island,
1n the short spaceof a few years, has few
parallels in the history of missions. Tt i3
not long since women were bought and
sold as slaves, treated as brutfes, and at
laststrangled on the occasion of the death
of a husband, relative, or some person of
importance ; but now she is trcated to
some extent as the equal and companion
of man, and a violent death is no {onger
drcaded. There is still room for im-
provement in the condition of the fe-
males; but the change that has alrcady
taken place has exceeded our most san-
guinc hopes, and encourages further ex-
crtion for their good.

PRINTING.

In the printing department I have to
report the receipt of a new printing press.
It was given by friends in Scotland, and
it has been a very scasonable and accep-
table donation to this mission. The press
isan excellent article, and works well.
Some of the first work exccuted by it
has been sent to the generous friends who
gave it. Tt will gratify them and yon
also to know, that several thousand
pages ©divine truth have already issued
from -

Since the close of last year several
books of small size have been printed.—
Thke following is a hist of them::

size. num. No.pages
Elem. school book 12 pp. 4000 . . 48,000
Catechism ..... 12+ 4000.. 48,000
Hymm book .... 12 ¥ 4000 .. 48,000
Almanack ..... 4 500.. 2,000
Book in Futunalan, 8 « 1000 .. 8,000
Scripture Extracts 8 ¢ 1000 .. 8,000

Total 162,000

The gospels by Matthew and John
have been m manuscript for a consider-
able time, and in readiness for the press;
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but we have delayed printing them until
we have rezeived asupply of types—
We are in the meantime priating such
books as our types will enable us to do.
As soon as the type ordered comes to

" hand the gospels will be printed as part
of an edition” of the New Testament.—
Weavre unwilling to commence the print-
ing of the New Testament until we have
a supply of type that will enable us to
give a good, uniform and complete edi-
tion of it.

STATE OF CHURCH.

Our infant churchis, Ttrust, in a hope-
ful state. The number of members is
“about sixty at present. There has not
“been any merease for several months.—
This delay has been designed on my
part. The whole responsibility of ad-
mitting members and exercising over
them a watchful care has hitherto de-
“volved on me. This, with my other du-
ties, 13 more than I can now overtake
with any degree of satisfaction. I feel
that the time has come when' the aid of
Elders should be called in; and yet I
know not where suitable men can be
found for so sacred and responsible an
office. Thad my attention fixed on three
of our most advanced and consistent
church members; but two of them I have
consented to part with for the Tana mis-
sion. Others 1 trust may be raised up
by God to take their place.

Ihave a weckly class for candidates
for church membership, at which about
twenty persons attend.  Some of these
have been in attendance for abont a
twelvemonth, others a few weeks only.
In some of the candidates I have a degrec
of satisfaction, in athers less. The subiect
of receiving converls from Leathenism
into the Christian church is one of much
difficulty. There is a danger of making
the door of admission too narrow, and
there is also a dangar of' opening 1 too
wide. When too much is required of
converts from heathenism before they
are brought into the fold of Christ, there
is a danger of discomragement and apa-
thy; aand, o1 the other hand, to admit
persons too freely must injure the cha-

.racter of Cluistianity,and retard its pre-
gressin the end.  Qur general practice
has been toreecive applicants when they
have given hopeful evidence of a change
of heart and hie, coven thougl they did
not possess that amount of seriptural
knotwledge that would be considered de-
sirable in more advanced Christian com-
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munitizs.  O-r members at best are but
babes in zrace, and in the knowledge of
divine things. In addition (o other means
for their improvement, I have a weekly
meeting with them, conducted on .2
principle of 2 bilile class.

Qur church members, as a whole, are
congistent in their conduct. They scem
to feel the new pesition in which their
connexicn with the church places them.
We have been called on to exercise dis-
cipline in three cases only, since the for-
mation of the church. This 1s the more
remurkable when we consider how re-
cently this island has been the scenc of
every revolting erime. o It is proper to
say, however, that ournatives are expos-
ed to comparatively fow temptations at
present. Their heathen countrymen are
few in number,and have long since ceas-
cd to persecute, and our own country-
men who find their way here have not
the power to seduce to evil as they onde
did.” A seasen of trial might prove dis-
astrous to the profession of some- who
now promise well.  Let us hope for the
best, and constantly pray that the little
flock which has been gathevred into the
fold of Clirist on this island may be © kept
by the power of Go:d through faith unto
salvation.” '

[We are obliged to defer the rest of
this letter til} our next number in order
to afford rcom for the last letter from
Mr Geddie. In the remaining portion
of this communication Mr Geddie gives
an account of a visit of the boat to For-
tuna and Tanna.  The work on both
these islands is in 2 progressive state.—
He also mentions that it has been resolv-
ed to strengthen the mission on these
islands, and accerdingly three of the
most advanced members of the chureh
at Anciteum had been sclected to pro-
cede thither, and all prepaations bad
been made for their departure.  There
is every expectation that Tanna will be
the island on whick the next missionaries
will be located.  Mr Geddie is preparing
a house for My Gerdon, and Mr Inglisis
preparing one for any missionary that
may come from the Reformed Presbyte-
rian church.  The mission of the latter
body in New Zealand is to be broken up,
and it is not improtable that the Rev.
Mr Duncan may proceed to the New
Hebrides.  Mr Geddie, at the close of
his letter, expresses the highest hopes as
to the progress of Chrigtinnity in the
neighbouring islands.]
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Aneiteum, New Hebrides,
Oct. 18th, 1855,

Dear BROTHER,—

I write by the first direct opportu-
nity to Sydney that we have met with
for ten months. I sent letters about
four months ago in a Whaler, the Cap-
tain of which promised to use every ex-
ertion to forward them cither to Sydney
or Hobart Town. The present package

oes by a Sandal-wood vessel, which has
called at this Island in a very unseawor-
thy state, bound for New South Wales.
I bope she may rcach her destination in
safety.
SICKNESS IN MISSION.

We have had more than usual sick-
ness in the Mission during the last two
months. Mr. Inglis had a slight atfack
of remittent fever, from which he has
recovered, and is now able to resumeall
his daties. Mrs. Inglis has also suffered
from intermittent fever, but the attacks
bave been mild, and her strength has
not been much impaired. I have just
recovered from fever and ague. The
attacks have been unusually severe.—
During my sickness I removed to a small
sandy Island about a mile from the main
land, to breathe the pure and refreshing
sea breeze, and I was much benefited by
the change. I feel thankful to say that
Mrs. Geddie and the children are well.
There is much sickness among the na-
tives at presert, the troublesintermittent
fever and influenza, and several deaths
have occurred.

MR. GEDDIE'S ELDEST DAUGHTER.

In a former letter I mentioned that
we have instructed our dear girl Char-
Iofte Ann to come to Auneiteum, instead
of going to Nova Scotia, as we originally
intended. 1 will briefly state our rea-
sons for thischange. After maturing, as
far as possible, arrangements for her re-
moval to Nova Scotia, we received two
letters by same conveyance, one from
Miss Rawlings, stating that the healthof
our child was in a precarious state, and
the other from Charlotte Ann, express-
ing a strong desire to come to Anciteum.
These letters caused us to reconsider
what we had done, and after consulting
our dear friends, Mr. and Mrs. Inglis,
we resolved to instruct her to come to
this Island. If she is spared to come
here she will find ample scope for use-
fulness, and should the climate disagree
with her, it is highly probable that we
may be able to procure for her a situa-
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tion of usefulness in some of the neigh-
bouring Colonies.
MISSION GOODS.

1 am sorry to say that the supplies
which the friends of the Mission have so
generously contributed, and shipped in
the barque “ Sydney,” have not yet
reached Aneitcum. They were not in
Sydney on the 25th of March last, as a
vessel sailed for this Island at that date,
bringing our Colonial supplies. Butwe
must not be discouraged, they may come
after all at the best time. A vessel is
now expeceted at this Island from Syd-
ney, and it is more than probable that
we shall have the things in her, or defi-
nite information aboutthem. If they do
not reach by the close of the year X will
be brought to something of a stand, as
that is the time vhen I give to the na-
tive teachers their annual supplies of
clothing. I have a large family to make
provision for. You will be surprised
when I say that about 140 natives are
entirely dependant on the Mission for
their clothing. This number includes
the teachers, their wives and children—
young men and women living in Mis-
sion family—several families brought
from different parts of the Island to at-
tend school at principal station, to fit
them for uscfulness in their respective
lands, &c. It is probable that the means
of intercourse between these Islandsand
the Australian Colonies will be more re-

lar on the return of the ¢ John Wil-

jams” from England, as she is expected
to remain in these seas. I feel deeply
grateful to the friends at home for their
past contributions to the Mission, in the
shape of clothing, &c. The cause has
been much aided by them. Without
this kind of aid wec certainly would not
have had the large band of teachers who
are now assisting in the work. I may
here suggest, thatin addition to clothing
a small supply of such articles as the fol-
lowing would be very useful to our
teachers, hammers, locks and hinges for
boxes, fish hooks, nails, &c.
MISSION WORK.

For information about the Mission I
refer you to my other letter. Itisenough
to say here that we continuc to labour
with much encouragement. The extent
to which God appears to sanction his
own work among these Islanders de-
mands our gratitude and praise.

JOURNAFL.
You have reguested me to transmit
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my journal from time to time. I have
but “little time to write journals, and
much less to transcribe them. 1 willen-
deavour, however, to comply with your
request as far as possible.

ARTICLES FROM ANEITRUM.

I send you by mail some native books,
thinking that a few specimens of Anei-
teum literature might be interesting to
you. Please let me know if youreceive
them, and also the amount of postage.—
If the communication between this Is-
Jand and Nova Scotia were more direct,
I might send you many things that would
interest you. The natives, uusolicited

- by me, have recently brought me a great

many clubs and spears, pact of which I
would gladly spare. They are storedin
-our Printing Office for the present, so
that it has quite the appearance of an
armoury.

I look anxiously for letters from you.
Your next package will, I hope, contain
definite intelligence about missionaries
for these Islands. [ feel much encour-
aged to learn from your letters that so
much interest is folt in the Mission. It
indicates a healthful state of things, when
the conversion of the heathen is an ob-
ject of intevest to the Church.  May our
beloved Zion increase in piety and use-
fulness both at home and abroad.

I remain, your’s very <incerely,
JOHN GEDDIE.
REev. Jaydes Bavyng, See. P. F. M.

MARE.

Extracts of Letter from Rev. J. 1. Sun-
derland, to Rev. Dr. Tidman, dated
Sydney, Oct. 9th, 1854,

The work in Mare is in an encourag-

- ing state.  Our Brethean have full scope

for all their talents, both physical and
mental. There are upwards of 2000

cople looking up to them forinstruction.

‘here are about 300 candidates at both
stations, seeking for baptism and the or-
dinance of the Lord's Supper. There
are a number of very interesting young

- men in the course of training whom we

hope will be useful hereafter as native
Teachers. They very soon acquire the
art of writing and reading.

“The Schools are very well attended
during the months the natives arc not
engaged in their yarn plantations. The
nativesin Western Polynesia have to
labour harder for their food than the na-
tivesin Eastern Polynesia. The Yam

- i3 the principal exticle af food—it is the

staff of life to the patives in the West.
Their plantations are several miles in-
land, so that during the planting season,
they leave the villages on the eca coast
on the Monday afternoon or Tuesda

morning, and they do not return until
the Friday. They are accustomed how-
ever, to assemble in some large house
near their plantations and have prayer
and praise, before they enter upon their
daily labours. :

“ The people are kind and attentire
to their Missionaries. That they have
they freely give. They considerit their
duty to keep the Teachers and the Mis-
sionaries always well supplied with yams.

The two principal Chiefsat the station
arc members of the Church. They are
both very cousistent men, and by along
course of consistent acting have prove
their attachment to the truth.

“The heathen party on the .Island
seem glad of the visits of the Christiang.
‘We hope that the light of the Gospel is
breaking in upon the darkness in which
they have been involved, and that ere
long we shall hear that our .Brethren
have been able to place Teachers amongst
all the tribes in the Island of Mare. 1t
is delightful to sce the interest the Chris-
tian natives take in their visits to the
heathen to preach to them the truths of
theGospel, They are always willing to
goand they return with gladsome hearts
when they have met with encourage-
ment, or sec any hope of the introduc-
tion of the Gospel amongst their benight-
ed neighbours.

“We have received from time totime
letters and visits from our Teachers in
Lifu. The work there is in progress,
and the people are most anziously pray-
ing for the return of the* Jokn Wiliams”
with Missionaries for them. They were
much disappointed because we could not
give them Missionaries at the same time
we gave them to Mare. We explained
that Mare had the first claim, they would
be next.

ErAMANGA.
 «We have repeated communications
from our Teachers in Eramanga. At
present there are four Teachers there;
—three Raratongans and one Samoan
Teacher. The people are most anxious
for the lote. Itis the testimony of all
those who visit the Island, that foreign-
ers might settle anywhere on Eramanga.
The climate, however, is not healthful.
Our Teachers have suffered, and we
have lost some strong men there, but
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perbaps certain eonstitutions might stand
the climate, and by care and judicious
administration of medicine this difliculty
may be obviated, but, as far as the peo-
pleare concerned, they are most anzious
Jor Missionaries and Teachers.

Vovace rroM MARE 70 SYDNEY.

“We left Mare on the 27th August.
‘We parted from our friends with regret;
we went on board the brig which was
bound for Sydney in the afternoon and
sailed next morning. 'We called at the
Isle of Pines.”

APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE
LONDON MISSIONARY SOCI-
ETY.

Mr EviToR,—

At a meeting of our Board of Foreign
Missions, held at West River, on the
4th ult. the Secretary laid before them,
a letter from Rev Dr Tidman of the
London Missionary Society, under date
Feb. 1st 1856, containing among other
important details respecting the Anci-
teum Mission, the following statements
which must prove deeply interesting to
all the friends of Christian Missions, and
more especially the members of our
Church. " I had the pleasure of sceing
you (the Secretary) a few monthssincee,
andadverted in the coursc of conversa-
tion to the Society’s difficulties, you kind-
ly expressed the opinion,thatsome friends
in Nova Scotia might be disposed to ex-
press their sympathy with our directors,
by rendering a helping hand in the re-
moval of the burden.  'We enter upon
the operations of the current mission
year, with a bona fide debt of £13,000.
Towards its liquidation, upwards of
£7500 have been realized, and vigorous
efforts are making to clear off' the defici-
ency of £5,500 or the larger portion of
it, by the end of next April, and itis the
more important that we should at least
approximate to that result, inasmuch as
a friend has promised a donation of
£1000 upon the condition that not less
than £10,000 be previously contributed.
Would it, dear sir, be too great an en-
croachment upon your kindness to sug-
gest that if by means of 2n appeal thro’
your medium to the Christian Churches
in Nova Scotia, some few contributions
could te raised in aid of the Fund, such
an offering at so scasonable a juncture
would be most _gratifying to the Dirce-
tors, and most beneficial to the interests
of the Seciety? Leaving the matter to
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your wise and kind discretion, I re-
main,” &c., &c., &e.  Nooneacquainted
with the history of the New Hcbrides:
Mission can be ignorant of the fact that
it was through the kind and considerate
attention of the London Missionary So-
ciety and their Agents, that Mr. Geddie
was induced to prefer Western Polyne-
sia as the scene of his Mission labor, that
he was accompanied by several ordained
missionaries and teachers of that Society
on his first visit to Aneiteum, and some
of these remained and were co-workers
with him during the darkest period of
the Mission. The “John Williams,” in
her occasional voyages among the Is-
lands, has supplied the wants of the Mis~
sion Family with such necessaries as
they could not otherwise have procured.
The health of Mr. Geddic has repeated-
ly been recruited, and his acquaintance
with surronnding Islands enlarged, by a
passage in the Mission ship, which isthe
property of the London Missionary So-
ciety. ~From the commencenient of
our monetary transactions the officers of
this Socicty have been our willing and
most efficient Agents, both in London,
Australia, and the Samoas. When Mr.
Geddie required counsel in his new and
most responsible duties, the experience
and resources of the Samoan missiona~
ries were as cordially tendered, as they
were sought. Indced, it is not to be
questioned that our resources would
have been utterly inadequate to the
maintenance of even one wissionary, had
we not obtained the efficient agency, of
this truly Christian Society.

The crowning fact in favor of this ap-
peal, however, remains to be told. .4l
these essential services, rendered during
the past seren or eight years, kave_been
entirely gratuitous. The Board in Nova
Secotin had often thought how deeply
they, and the Church which they have
the honor to represent, were indebted to
ihe London Missionary Soclety, and it
arose from this chicumstance that their
Secretary communicated with Dr. Tid-
man in the terms to which he so courte-
ously refers.  On inquiry it was found
that no passage money would be charged
for the voyage of Mr. Gorden, beyond
what would cover the expense of his
board and such necessary outlay as might
be incurred on his account.  So strong-
ly has our Board felt, on repeated occa=
sions, their obligation to the London.
Missionary Socicty, that they have deli-
berated seriously whether; asstewards of
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the fund for Mission purposes, they were
not justifled ai once in remitting a suit-
able donation. Une consideration has
alone restrained them, and that is the
important fact that recent demands for
salary and contingent expenses of Mr.
Geddie and family, and the salary and
outfit of Mr. Gordon, have exhausted
the resources now on hand, so far as to
render it neither advisablo nor safe to
draw upon them for any purpose beyond
the immediate wants of our own Mission.
They have therefore directed this appeal
to be made to the Cbristian Churches in
Rova Scotia, and particularly the Pres-
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byterian Church of Nova Seotia and the
friendsof the Aneitcum Mission. 'While
it is not designed to dictate to any con-
gregation or individual in what manner
this appeal shall be answered, it is sug-
gested that donations be forwarded to
the Secretary or Treasurer of the Board
at as early a date as convenient. (It is
hoped that the claim thus stated will be
accounted by all our friends as the
strongest that can be made on theirlibe-
rality, outside the immediate necessities
of the Mission, a debt of honor.
By order of the Board.
JAMES BAYNE, Secretary.

Youth’s Department.

APPEAL
TO TIUE SABBATH SCHOOL CHILDREN
AXND YOUTH OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CIIURCH OF NOVA SCOTIA.
Dear Youny Friends—

It isknown to many of you, that the
London Missionary Society have a Mis-
sionary Ship, called the “John Williams.”
This valuable and most useful vessel was
urchased by the pence of the youth of

England, who are taught, as we desire to
teath yeu, from carlicst years to feel a
deep interest in missions to the heathea.
We well remember how cagerly you took
part in the effort to provide a boat for
the mission at Anciteur, and your suc-
cess on that ovcasion has encouraged us
to hope that our present appeal to_your
sympathy and generosity will not be in
vain.

By a letter lately received from Mr
Geddie, we havean application from him
and his associate Mr [nglis, for a larger
vessel in which longer voyages can be
made with areater speed and sefety. This
has berome necessary because the mis-
sion has been extended to two islands
many miles distant from Aneiteum.—
There native teachers have been placed,
but they require additional supplies of
food and clothing, and these cannot be
sent to them in an open boat, with any
degree of certainty orsafety.  Oneofthe
Teachers was nearly lost very lately
when he was going to Auncitcum for food
and other supplics. Mr Geddie was so
much pleased with your generous and
successful eflorts in providing a boat for
him, that he feels very anxious to have
you provide this schooner, or rather, to

have you join the children in Scotland,
and provide one-half of the expense such:
a vessel would cost. The whole sum he
thinks will be £300 sterling, and he asks
you to raise onec-half, £150 sterling, or
£187 10s. currency. Now, though this
appearsa large sum, yet, if divided amon§
the congregations of our Church, it would:
not require more than £6 from each to
make it up. Judging from your former
cflort, we have no doubt you will easily
raise more than this; and' the best plan
is toraisc all youcan. Indeed the Board.
have so much reason to trust your aid,
that they have .already sent home, in
your name, the .eum required, as it. is
warted immediately ; and they wish you
to lose no time in setting about ycur part
in collecting enough to replace it. Mr
Geddie says the schooner 15 to be called
the “John Knox,” and the reason is,,
that this was the name of the missionary
whao first carried the gospel into Scotland
at o thme when its Light had almost gone
aut j—just as the = John Williams” 1s so-
called because this is the name of thet
missionary who did more than ahy other
to carry the gospel to the South SeaIsl-
ands, and was at last killed on Erroman--
ga when landing there to prepare that

sland for receiving native Teachers—
The children of England and their friends
thought it an excellent thing to call the
vessel after him, so that his example might
be remembered by the missionarics who-
are conveyed by that noble ship to the
Islands of Polynesia. We hope you will.
sec the same good reason to call your
mission schooner the “Jolin Knox”,which
will be your property, in common With.
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the children of Scotland. Your teachers
and friends will provide you with cards
and collecting papers, and give you all
necessary advice. There is but one di-
rection which we give you further, and
that is, to remember that though some of
you may be not able to give much mo-
ney, you can all give your prayers, and
these will be more pleasing to God and
more useful to the mission than great
sums of silver and gold.
By order of the Board,
JAMES BAYNE, Sec.

2o the Rev James Bayne, Secretary to the
Board of Foreign Missions of Presby-
terian Church of Nova Scolia.

ANEITEUM, NEW HEBRIDES,
June 20th, 1855,

Rev. and Dear Sir,—

~ We beg respectfully to call the atten-
tion of your Board as we are doing that
of the Missionary Committee of the Re-
formed Presbyterian Symod in Scotland,
to the following object :—

‘We are of opinion that our mission on
this group, has advanced so far through
the favour of Divine Providence, that
in order to carry on the work to advan-
tage, it would be necessary for us to have
at our command a small schooner of ten
ot twelve tons burden. For such a ves-
gel we have three objects in view—two
immediate, and one prospective ; to visit
our teachers located, or to be located, in
the adjoining islands ; to facilitate friend-
ly intercourse between influential na-
tives on this island and on the islands
around us; and in the event of mission-
aries being stationed on the neighbour-
ing islands, to be able to hold regularin-
tercourse with them.

In the first place we are anxious to
bave our teachers visited three or four
times a year. They are but babes in
knowledge, and babes in grace. They
require to be instructed, guided, and en-
couraged, in their difficultand discourag-
ing labours. Ifleft entirely to themsel-
ves among a strange and heathen popu-
lation, they are very apt to become dis-
couraged, to sink down in dispnodency,
and to do nothing. But if regularly vi-
sited, they may effect much good in pre-
paring the way for Missionaries. While
we expect but very little from their di-
rect teaching, we regard them as valu-
able pioneers to prepare the way for a
more official agency. At present they
cannot be visited but at great risks.
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In the next place, we wish to promote
a safe and friendly intercourse between
this and the adjoining islands. Consid-
crable good might be cffected by influ-
ential natives from this island occasion-
ally visiting the adjoining islands, and
by influential natives from these islands
visiting thisisland in return. We succeed-
ed in re-opening the mission on Fortuna,
chiefly by means of a party of Fortuna
natives, who had been residing for some
months on this island, and who obtained
a passage to their own land on board the
« John Williams” Itwas in consequence
of mutual intercourse between natives
of this island, and natives of Tana, that
we succeeded 1n opening up a new sta-
tion on that istand. There is a timited
and irregular intercourse at present car-
ried on between the islands; but it is
carried on at such a risk, and often at
such a loss of life, that we do all in our
power, noi to encourage, but to discour-
age it. Within the last year from twenty
to thirty lives have been lost between
this island and Tana and Fortuna, Had
we a schooner, such as we contemplate,
we could regulate as well as encourage
this intercourse; so that the most influ-
ential natives would chiefly make and
receive these visits.

In the third place, it is highly proba-
ble that before we can possibly procure
such a vessel, missionaries will be settled
on some of the adjoining islands; and if
50, it would be desivable in the highest
degree, that we could maintain regular
communication with one another.” Tt
would be encouraging, and might be be-
neficial for new brethren, to have a visit
several times a year, and it would be an
additional guarantec for their safety.
This, however, cannot be done unless we
have a vessel, such as we propose, at our
command. All that the “John Willi-
ams” can accomplish, is to pay us a visit
once a year ;or, as in the present instance
onge in two ycars, and land the supplies
of the missionaries. These are impert-
ant and indispensible services ; our
vessel, however, would only supplement,
not supersede, theservices of the « John
Williams.”

From enquiries that we have made,
we are satisfied that such a vessel could
be obtained, and fully fitted out for sea,
for the sum of three hundred ponnds
sterling. (£300.) e are further cer-
tain of this, that the current expenses of
such a vessel would not be heavy. She
would he employed only on occasional
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trips, three or four times o year, averag-
ing perhaps a fortnight each. We shall
always be able to command a crew of
our best natives, teachers and others,
who will cost nothing beyond their cloth-
ing, which we hope to be able to supply
out of the mission boxes. The natives
will collect a sufficiency of food tosupply
the crew during the trip. There is an
English sailor settled at present on this
island, a steady man, who bas sailed
among these islands for abont seven years,
and who for a moderate remuneration,
would take charge of the sailing of the
vessel ; and as one, and occasionally both
of us would accompany _the vessel, we
should manage the navigation of it our-
selves. We are of opinion that, exclu-
sive of any serious accidents, the ordina-
ry expenses of the vessel would not ex-
ceed thirty pounds sterling (£30) ayear.

The plan, as regards the vessel, which
we would venture to propose is this:
that the Presbyterian Church of Nova
Scotia should raise the one half ot the
money, and the Reformed Presbyteriar
Church in Scotland the other.  We shall
appeal to our respective friends in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand; and we are
certain_ they will do something towards
this object: but, as none of them are
pledged inany way to the support of this
Imission, the amount of what they may
contribute is very uncertain. It might
be well for the Secretaries of the two
missions to communicate with each other
on the subject. We are certain, that if
you respectively approve of the object,
you will easily arrange about the means
of carrying into effect. It may appear
to some a heavy and hazardous under-
taking. But let such remember that you
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have been earnestly praying for the suc-
cess of this mission, and now that God
has so signally answered your prayers,
and i3 opening up these regions of dark-
ness for the light of his gospel, we are
satisfied that you will not shrink from the
consequences of your own prayers. We
are confident that the amount of Chris-
tian principle and self-denial among the
mem{)mrs of the Presbyterian Church of
Nova Scotia is sufficient to mcet much
greater extra demands upon their libe-
rality than the present object will re-
quire.

We propose calling thismission schoo-
ner the John Knozx. The missionary ship,
the Jokn Williams, the finest barque that
sails in these seas, was purchased by the
pence of a portion of the Sabbath school
children in Britain. Would it not be a
noble undertaking for the children and
youth of the two churches connected
with this mission, to contribute their
pence, sixpences, and shillings, and un-
dertake themselves to purchase the pro-
posed mission schooner the John Knox 2

With carnest prayers that the spirit of
holiness, activity, and liberality may be
largely poured down upon the youth of
the two churches,

We remain,
Rev. and Dear Sir,
Your most obed’t servts.,
JOHN GEDDIE.
JOHN INGLIS.
To the Rev. James Bayne, Pictou.

P. S. The money for the schoouner
may be remitted through the London
Missionary Society to the Rev. Dr Ross,
Syduey, and placed to our joint orsepa-
rate account for thisobject. Jj GI‘r

Aews of the Church.

OPENING OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL
CLASSES OF THE SHMINARY OF THR
PrespyTeriax Cuurcn or Nova
Scorra.—The present session of the
Philosiphical Classes of the Seminary of
“the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia
was opened at West River, on Wednes-
day, 5th instant, by a lecture from the
Rev Professor Ross. Revds. Messys Me-
Gillivray, Watson, Bayne, Waddell, and
Patterson were present, but the day hav-
“ing proved remarkably stormy the at-
tendance of the public was not as large

as on former occasions. The lecturer
selected as his subject, the Platonic Phil-
osophy. Ile introduced his subject by
remarking that unsuccessful attempts
were not always useless. This appeared
in alehemy and in the ancient augury.
So of the attempts of speculative en-
quirers to unravel the mystery of exis-
tence.  In the boldness of their specul-
ative theories the ancients excelled the
moderns, who arec more trammelled
by the more rigid system of investigati-
on of the experimental Philosophy. In
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regard to their theories the ancient phil-
osophers often gave vent to a fecling of
disssatistaction, but generally. were well
satisfed with them.  And any prudert
enquirer will hesitate before he pro-
_ nounces any of their conclusions to be
. trifling.  The Platonic philosophy long
held dominion over the minds of specul-
ative enquirers, and the study of it is im-
" portant, as the student of church history
knows, that it has long influenced opinion
in the church, because it is the origin of
many of the views propounded by Ger-
man Philosophérs in the present day as
new and important discoveries, and be-
cause Plato, of all the ancient philoso-
phers, seemed to approach the nearest to
the” pure, spivitnal principles of the
Chriétian faith. ’

The lecturer then gave a shovt ac-
count of his life. His original name was
Aristocles—IlIe was born B. . 429, and

. thus flourished during the cra of the Pe-
loponnesian war. He received the best
education of the time. He wrote Ipic
poetry, tragedy, and epigrams.—-Of all
his teachers Socrates scemed to exercise
the greatestinfiuence over him. He also

- visited Euclid and travelled to other
countries. Cn his return he established
an academy, the far-famed grove of Aca-
demus.

The lectuver then gavea review of his
teaching in regard to Psychology, Cos-
mogony, Government, and Theology.
In regard to government he remarked
that in his writings on this subjeet might

,be found the origin of the principles of
“St. Simon and the Fourierists of France
.and the Socialists of Britain. In regard
to theology he remarked that e held the
doctrines of unity of God, the immortali-
ty of the soul; and a future state of re-
wards and punishments. We regret
that we cannot give a fuller view of the
lecture on thesc and other topics. We
can only say that it wasin every respect
highly creditable to the learned lecturer.

At the time we write 11 students are

forward, and: a few more are expected.

PRESBYTERY OF IIALIFAX.

The Presbytery of Halifax metat Mid-
dle Musquodobiton the 34 inst. for Pres-
byterial visitation, and on the day follow-
ing for the same purpose, at the Upper
Settlement.—Rev J. McLean and Rev
JJ. Cameron preached suitable discourses.
The ancience on the first day waslarge.
on the second more limited, as the day
was stormy. . The resnlts of the Presby-

Apxil.

terial inquiry were in both cases substan-
tially the same. The questions asked
were promptly and satisfactorly answer-
ed, apd showed clearly that the congre-
gation was in a sound and progressive
state. It was cvident that the pastor fe-
boured in the Word and doctrine, and
that all the functious of the pastoral af-
fice were faithfully and efficiently dis-
charged.

Mr Sedgwick is aided in his work by
a large staff of elilers, who in point of In~
telligence, piety, and attention to the du-
ties of their office, will bear a comparisom
with any similar body of officc bearers
in the connection. The congregation is
divided into districts, cach distriet hay-
ing its own elder, andin most cases its
Sabbath School (in summer) and Pray-
er Meeting. Each district has also its
representative in the Managing Com-
mittec and its collector. As might be
anticipated, where the whole spiritual
machinery is so complete, and works so

.harmoniously, the managers were ahle

Lo report that the salary of £150 per an-
num (besides the use of the Manse baily
within the last few years for Mr Sede-
wick) was punctually paid every quar-
ter. Itis well known that the congre-
gation have given the pastor during the

past year other substantial tokens of thefr -

regard.

"The members of I'resbytery expressed
their satisfaction at this happy state of
affairs, shewed that all parties had mueh
cause for gratitude to God, pointed cnk
the obligations of a people so situated to
make progress in all good works, and
exhorted the difterent office-bearears to
Lumility, diligesce and constancy.

The Presbytery having enteied o
the consideration of the recommendation
of the Committecs of the three Presby~
terian bodies in referencesto the provid-
ing of a supply of preaching for work-
men on the Railway found that Rev Me
Cameron had preached at Grand Lake
on the last Sabbath of Feb’y and Rev J.
MecLean on the first Sabbath of Marck.

Tt was then agreed that during March

and April a day cach shonld be given
by the Rev Messrs, Sedgwick, McGre-
gor, Cameron, and McLean, and thata

lication be made to the Board of Hame
Missions for a preacher to be specially
designated to this work. and to laboux
along the whole line wherever an oppee
tanity ef usefulness can be found during
the months of May, June, and the firs®
haif of July.

o
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The Presbytery continued Rev Mr
Thompson at Annapolis during  the
month of March, appointed Rev Mr
Sprott to supply Rawdon for two Sab-
baths, and the Rev Hugh Ross to aid
Bev G. Clarke in furnishing supply to
to Locke’s Island and Cape Sable Island
daring March and April.

Exercises were assigned to Mr Me-
Kinaoon, Student in Theology, to be giv-
en in at next meeting, which will be
held at Shubenacadie on the third Tues-
day of May.— ltmess.

PRESBYTERY OF PRINCE ED-
WARD ISLAND.

On Tuesday the 12thinst.,, the Pres-
bytory of P.J. Island, in connection with
the Presbyterian Church of Nova Sco-
tia, met at Princetown for Presbyterial
wisitation. The questions proposed to
the Minister were auswered in the most-
gatisfactory manncr. It was highly gra--
tifying to the Presbytery to find thatthe
tke Rev Dr Kier, notwithstanding his
advanced age, the debilitating effects of
which he is beginning to feel but too sea-
sibly, and the additional labour of the
Theologival Professorship which he is
called to perform, has been enabled to
«discharge all the duties of his pastorate.
The interrogatories put to the Elders,
-Session and Managers were in general,
satisfactorily answered. The Presbytery,
however, leari.«d with regret, that ina
congregation noted for its liberality to
tbecForeign Mission and other benevol-
ent schemes and to which cther congre-
gations are accustomed to look for ex-
ample, there should be found to be due
to the Pastor, cven a small amount of
arrears of salary and strongly urged
greater punctually in future.

Reports of missionary labor performed
by the Rev. Alexander M<Kenzie,
Mr Samuel MCully, and the Rev Dan-
icl M‘Curdy weve read and approved of.

Br Robert Laird, Student of Theolo-
Iy, delivered a homily from John 1st,
12th. ¢ And of his fullness, &e., was ex-
amined on the 1st Cent. in Church His-
{ory, and the 1st Chap. of Actsin Greek,
of all which exercises, the Presbytery
approved and encouraged him to pro-
ceed. Dr Donald Gordon rcad an Es-
say on memory, and was examined on a
portion of the greck Testament, of which
excereises also the Presbytery approved.

Next meeting of Presbytery was ap-
pointed to be at Charlottetown, on Wed-
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nesday the (2th of March.—P. I 1. Pa-
per.

'

MISSIONARY MEETING.

A public meetiny ..i the Ladies’ Mis-
sionary Society of Tatamagouche, was
held on the evening of the 18th of Feb-
roary. QOwing to unfavorable weather,
the attendance though considerable, was
much smaller than it would otherwise-
bave been.  As a public meeting of the
society had not been held for ‘several
years, a report of its proceedings from
the time of its commencement was read
by the Rev. James Bayne, of which the
following is an abstract. )

“Itisnot to be expected that the
committee of this society should present,
either a very lengthy or a very interest-
ing report of their operations. Their
efforts are exclusively confined to the
collection and distribution of the few
pounds entrusted to their management.
They are, however, cheered and encous
raged in their humble work, by thecon-
viction thattheir means are devoted to
objects: which are great and excellent;
and though entrusted to the hands of
others are faithfully and wisely expend-
ed; and that the efforts put forth and
the contributions made in this compara-
tively obscure portion of the Church of
Christ, are, in connexion with those of
many others, working a good work in
distant and destitute lands.

This society was formed in the year
1845, by a few friends of the Foreign
Mission, commenced about that period
by the Presbyterian Church of Nova
Scotia, and though at times fecble and
depressed, has been kept up till the pre-
sent tune.

During the first year of its operations
the contributions amounted.to £10 ; and
in the past year to £12: while the aver-
age annual income has been £8 10 44.

Sinveits commencement £4 10s. 43d.
has been expended for works and mis-
sionary periodicals; £5 11s. 64. has been
contributed to the British and Foreign
Bible Society ; and £75 to the Foreign
Mission Society ; amounting in ail to
£85 1s. 104d. '

Aftertaking a retrospect of their ope-
rations, the committee feel that, thongh
they have not done the “gpgreat things”
accomplished by large Societies in weal-
thy communities, ®their labours have
not been in vain,” and whatever difficul-
ties and discouragements they may have
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encountered, now, when they contem-
plate their success, * the remembrance
of them is sweet ;” while, from a view of
the recent increase of their funds, they
feel encouraged to continue and increase
their efforts, inspired by the confident
hope that the future shall be as the past
and much mwre abundant.

The Report was followed by appro-
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priate and effective addresses by the
Rev. Messrs James Waddel and Hugh
Ross—well calculated to leave the con-
vicon in the minds of all, that Jough
their past efforts may be praiseworthy,
they are still far from being such as the
precepts of the gospel, the examples of
seripture, and the necessities of the
world require.— Communicated.

QOther Missions.

Juws.—A letter of Mr. Stern, in the
Jewish Intelligence, deseribes his inter-
course with three Mohammedans at Con-
stantinople. On several occasions, Jew-
ish inquirers have defended christianity
with earnestness and ability. During
one of these interviews, a Moslem claim-
ed that Jesus was not crucified, but that
he escaped by stratagem, Symon of Cy-
rene dying in his place. The Jews ar-
gued agamst this theory with so much
warmth, that the Moslem exclaimed, “ If
you, the avowed enemiesof the prophets,
and particularly of Jesus, defend his
mission, I must confess that we live in
strangetimes!” Thusthe Mohammedan
is to be confounded by the turning of
Jews to the Messiah; and the Jew is to
be confounded by the conversion of Mo-
hammedans; and both will be astonish-
ed, more and more, at the new life com-
i]:}xgs ?ut of the fallen churches of the

¢!

West Arrica.—The Church Mis-
sionary Society is encouraged by t%-
changes which are taking place at Abbe-
okuta. “ A great spintual work has
been commenced.” Nor are the bene-
fits conferred by the gospel restricted to
this important city. Already they are
radiating therefrom, as from a centre of
commanding influence. The King of
Abbeokuta has written to the Honorary
Secretary as follows : « Within six years
back, the roads to Ijaye, Ibadan, Ketu,
and Jebu, were very dangerous. A ca-
ravan of fifty could not pass them with
safety. XKidnappers made these roads
their homes; and the chiefs and rulers
of these several towns countenanced the
actions of these men-stealers. But ob-
serv> the contrast. Atpresent, a single
female could travel three days’ journey
without any fear of danger.”

Sovra Arrica—The Lovedale sta-

tion of the Scotch Free Church is re-
ceiving special tokens of the divine fa-
vor. Fifty-two persons have been bap-
tized in one year; andan equal number
have been admitted to the class.of cate-
chumens. Three elders and two dea-
cons, “ well fitted to Lceupy the positions
to which they have been called,” are fel-
low-helpers unto the kingdom of God.

A new station, six miles from Love-
dale, has an interesting ficld among a
tribe of Fingoes, located at that point by
the colonial government. The mission-
ary went thither in August, 1853 ; and
be has a church already of nine mem-
bers, with seven catechumens. The
name of the station is Macfarlane.

InD1A.—A missionary conference was
held at Calcutfa in September Iast,
which had some remarkable characteris-
tics. The number present was fifty, all
from the province of Bengal. Three
English missionary societies were repre-
sented, the Established Church of Scot-
land, the Free Church of Scotland, and
the Cathedral Mission of Calcutta.—
Though the discussions were continued
thiough four days, ¢ the greatest harmo-
ny prevailed,” all divisive questions be-
ing carefully avoided. The success of
missionary efforts in Bengal naturally
passed under review; and it appeared
that ninety native churches had been
formed, “including fiftcen thousand no-
minal christians.”  The progress of the
gospel was found to be greatest in the
districts of Backergunge and Krishna-
gurh, in the rice-plain south of Calcutta,
and in Orissa, ide from these palpa-
ble results, there are many signs of fu-
ture triumphs. The increasing efficien-
cy of the native agency, employed by
the missions, was noticed with much sa-
tisfaction. A portial knowledge of chris-
tianity has been widely diffused; more
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interest is taken in the preaching of the
Word; angry discussions with missiona-
xies ave becoming less frequent; and
confessions of the weakness and absurdi-
ty of Hindooism are quite common.—
This state of things indicates thata migh-
ty change is taking place.

The death of Rey. Robert Nesbit at
Bombay has made a deep impression
u})on all classes. He was a missionary
of the Scotch Free Church. His fune-
ral was attended by some four hundred
Europeans; and the throng of natives
was “excessive.” “Nota Ery eye was
seen in the Assembly; for all loved him
dearly. Mr. Narayan said, ¢ The church
has lost a pillar; the natives, a warm
and sincere friend ; the young, a father.
He bad no enemies; nor was he despised
by any. He looked on all as orethren,
and made no distinction of color or sta-
tion ; all were alike to him.” Nearlyall
the clergymen of Bombay, of whatever
denomination, were present.

_———

Notices,Acknowledgments,&e¢

The Agent acknowledges receipt of the
following sums as payment for Instructor
and Register for 1856 :—

Rev John MceCurdy 112
Rov John Cameron 2 5
Rev Robert’ Sedgewick 411

William Brown
Robert Gordon

W Beeswanger
Robert Creelman
Rev John Campbell
Rev R. S. Pattersan
Rev Robert Grant
Rev J. McG. McKay
Mr Kirk ’
John Xelly

John Miller

Rev James Smith
J. W. P. Chisholia
David Frieze

James McGregor
Rev Gedrge Patterson

5

5
Miss Fraser 5
Miss Sim 5
James McNaught 2 6
Jobn F Chipman 5
Dr Parker 5
Ephraim Burgess 1
Rev James Byers 10
Rev R Blackwood * 10
Mrs Galliford 1
Donald Fraser 5
Robert Marshall 5
George F Johuston 5
Rov James McLean 15
Rev John Cameron 3 0
Johun McCulloch 5

5
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James MceDonald
Hugh McDonald
James Miller
Rev A. P. Miller
Prussia Birch
John B. Dickic
John Shaw
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The Rev Wm McCulloch acknowledges
the receipt of £1 additional for French
Mission, from the Ladies Society in the
Village; alsofrom the Ladies’ Society.
Salmon River :£2 10s for the same object ;
and £2 10s for Jewish Mission. The first
sum £1 was forwarded with last remit-
tance.

Truro, March 24th 1856.

~

Appointments of Probationers for Aprik
Probationers. Presbyteries:
Mr Robers Grant, Pictou.

“ Samuel MeCually,
Rev Daniel McCurdy, P. E Yslands

* Hugh Ross, Halifax.
Mr William Keir, Pictou.

“ John Win Matheson Truro. -

The Presbytery of Picton will maet for:
Presbyterial visitation in Prince Street
Church, Pictou, on T aesday, 13th May.—
Sermou by the Rev James Byers. -

John and James Vorston acknowledge-
the following for the Foreign Mission, viz :

A web of Flannel from the Middle Set-
tlement Middle River in conneetion with
Salem Church congregation.

The two parcels acknowledged in the:
last Register from Mr and Mrs Forbes were-
valned at £7 10s., viz: £5 10s. from mem-
bers of James’ Chureh, New Glasgow, aed’
£2 from the Albion Mineg.

Pictou, March 20, 1856.

ErraTuM.~The sum of snbscriptions-
from Nine Mile River congregation, ac-
knowledged in last number, amounted to-
£129 10s. instead of £123, the error having
arisen from the subsequentinsertion in the-
paper of two additional subscriptions a-
mounting to £6 10s. without the requisite-
alteration having boen made in the sum.
'Jilhe following list has since been forward.
ed i—

John Graat, £ 0 o
Archd. McPhee, 1 yr. paid, $ 0 O
Miss Nancy Canty,1 yr.paid, 1 5 O

Monies received by Treasurer from 20th
February to 20th March, 1856 :—

‘ ForeieN Mission. :
Miss Elizabeth McKeenr £0 & 2%
Mrs Herop McKean 5 2%
Hugh McDonald, Esq, South :

River, Antigonish 2 0 0
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Mrs McNaughton, Fish Pools,
B River, per Rov G Walker
Mr Ismne McNaughton, do
Mr Joseph MeNaughton, do
Mr Samucel MeNaughton, do
Mr James Dawson, Pictou 1
Charles Harris, Esq, Kentville 1
,Salemt Church Society for reli-
gious purposes
Noel Juvenile Missionary As-
sociation

oWVMpoe
o (=) [N W = )

‘ Hoxe Mission
Collection taken in Primitive
Church, New Glasgow £16 11
Blrs Redpath, senr, Carriboo 5
Salem Church Society for reli-
gious purposes 4
Mrs Richard McKeen
Mrs Adam McKeen
Noel Juvenile Missionary As-
sociation. - 3 0
SpecrAn ErroRrRT ¥OR SEMINARY.

From the Rev George Patterson the fol-
Jowing sums, viz :—

e —
(SRS N N o
[ 1o

(=]

‘Wm Matheson, junr, W River £2 0 0
. -John Hughan, Mount Thom 2 00
John McKenzie. Green Hill 10 0
John Graham, do 10 o
George Kerr, Middie River 5 0 0
Alexr Xent, Truro 1 5 0
Kenneth McKenzie, Green Hill 1 5 0
. SEMINARY.

.Salem Church Society for reli-

gious purpgs:s £712 7

REGISTER AND INSTRUCTOR.

Mrs Dr Caverhill, Queensbury, NB 1
Mr W Mitchell, Mactaquack, NB 1
Mr Danicl McIntosh, Rawdon 1
Miss Anna Patterson, do ' 5
Mr George Oliver, New Annan 5
Francis Beattie, junr 11 6
Wm McNeil, Esq, Cavendish 10

QLoocOoONOM

¥Foreign Missionary Wanted.

The Board of Forcign Missions having
been dirccted by the Synod to endeavorto
securc .the services of a Missionary to
1abor in the Sountn Seas, are now prepared
to. receive applications for that service,
from Minpisters and Licentiates of the
Church in Nova Scotia, or the United
Presbyterian Church in Scotland, or its
branches in the Coloaies. Applications
to.be directed to the Rev James Bayne,
Seeretary of the Board, Pictou.,

. Boards, Standing Commit-
.tees, &ec.,

Board of Home Missions.—Rov Profesgor
Koss, Rev Messrs Patterson, Watson and
‘Walker, together with the Presbytory El-
ders of G.ucen Hill, West River, and Prim-
iuve Church. Rev George Patterson, Se-

-cretary.
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T0O OUR READERS.
. Our fourth number of the Instructor and
Register under thenew arrangement is now
before the public, and our readers are new
able to judge of our success'in accomplish’
ing the ends contemplated in our Prospee:
tus. So many new arrangements having
been found necessary, both in the editing
and publishing department, by the changes
in the place of publication and the charac:

ter of the periodical, our first No.'s were
not quite what we desire.  We trust, how-
ever, that any deficiencies of this kind wiil
be supplied for the foture, and that mate-
rial improvements will yet be introduced,
Stil] the amount and character of our ori-
ginal and selecled matter has been such
that we appeal with some confidence to the
members of our Church for their counten-
ance. We are happy to say, that at least
in some parts of the Church we have re-
ceived a very cordinl support. In some
congregations the orders for the dnstructor
have been very respectable, while in others
they have been very small, in some irstan-
ces asingle copy for the minister being all
that has been called for.  We think that if
a little exertion werg made by our friends
in such places as those last meutioned that
a pumber might be taken, and that in other
places where but few copics are taken: that
our list might be considerably increased.
At present the number taken will not pay
the expense of publication, and it will thus
be a question whether it should be conti-
nued after the present year. By a little
effort we think that sufficient subscriptions
might be obtained to put the publication
on a paying foundation, and thus avertthe
possible stoppage of it, which we believe
would be highly injurious to the interests
of religion in our Ghurch.

Terms of the Instructor and
Register. ‘

InsTRUCTOR and REGISTER, single co-
pies, 5s eacl. Any person oidering six
copies, and ..coming responsible for six
copies, will 1eecive one free.  For Register,
single copies, Is 6d cach. six copies fo one
address av 1s 3d each.  One additional sent
for every twclve copies ordered. Where
parties wish them addressed singly, 1s 6d
will be charged. )

Communications to be addressed 10 the
Rev George Patierson, Alma Way Office,
West River, and must be forwarded Lefore
the 10th of the month preceding publica-
tion. Small notices may be sent to him or
the Rev P. G. McGregor, Halifax, up till
the 22nd.

Orders and remittances tobe forwarded |

to Mr Charles Robson. Remittances may
alyo be sent to the Synod Treasurer.



