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* I am the light of the workl,”
“ Preach the Gospel to every ereature " —Jrsvs.

NOVEMBER, 1363.

IMMEDIATE SALVATION—THE DUTY AND PRIV
ILEGE OF EVERY GOSPEL IIEARER.

It is our purpose, in this paper, to shiow that it is the duty and
privilege of every hearer of the gospel to be saved at onee.

To be saved 1s to be delivered from the punishment duc to sin,
All have sinned.  The sinner is in danger of hell.  Deatls to the
soul—the deprivation of cverything that can render cxistenee
desirable—the cternal separation of the soul from God and good,
the part it has chosen in sinning, is the penalty due to sin. To
be saved is to be delivered from exposedness to this penalty.  To
be saved is to be delivered from penal evil, to be parduned. With
this is conneeted, or, as some may be dispused tu say, another cle-
ment in this salvation is, deliveranee from the pollating influence
of sin. Sin darkens the soul and corrupts the heart; so that the
sinner needs to be saved from sin itself as well as from its penalty.
And, 5o admirably is the gospel adapted to man’s wants as a sin-
ner, that, while he receives pardon by the faith of the guspel, he is
regenerated by the power of the truth about God's love to him
in the gift of Jesus, which he believes. Thus, when the gospel is
believed, the sinner is introduced into a state of safty, as he con-
tinues in the faith, and under the power of the truth, he enjoys
the favour of God, and grow: in purity—in mectness fur heaven,
1olding fast the beginning of his confidence until the end, he i
sompletely saved and admitted into glory.
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When we say that to be saved is the immediate duty and pri.
vilege of every gospel hearer, we do not mean that it is the duty
and privileze of overy gospel hearer to be at once admitted int
heaven.  When a person belicves the gospel and is saved and
purified, he is fitted for God’s service on earth. It may please
tiod to keep him here to be a co-worker with himself.  We mean
that it is the immediate duty and privilege of every gospel hearer
to be in the enjoyment of God's pardoning merey and under the
influence of the purifying gospel of grace.

Our object then, is to show that every gospel hearer ought to
be saved at once; that it is wrong to continue unsaved; that to
be unsaved is not his misfortune but his erime; and that to he
saved at once, should be viewed by every gospel heaver in the light.
of a precious privilege.

We observe then, first, that to be saved at onee is the duty ani
privilege of every gospel hearer, because God has made provision
tor the salvation of all men in the atonement of Jesus.  'he most
prominent thing in the gospel is the atonement of Jesus for every
simer. Without the shedding of blood there is no remission.
Without atonement there could be no pardon, and no way for the
conveyance of sanctifying influence to the soul. No atoncment.
no salvation. IHad atonement heen made for some only. there
would be salvation for those only for whom it was made. There
is no salvation for thefallen angels because no atonement has heen
made for their sins.  The judge of all the carth must express hix
hatred to sin.  In the case of the fallen angels he does so in their
punishment,  In the case of man he has expressed his hatred of
sin in the sufferings and death of the God-man, Christ Jesug, the
Atoner.  To devils he is unpropitiated, to mén he is propitiated.
Sinner, without an atonement you could. not be saved. Atone-
ment you yourself could not provide. Though you should weep
aceans of tears and endure the most fearful hardships and toils,
and expose yourself to unheard of perils, you could not atone for
your sins against God, nov wash your soul from their filthy stains.
But God, in wondrous merey and amazing wisdom, gave up hix
Son to atone for your sins. God sent his Son into the world to
die, that the world, through him, might be saved. It is, thercfore.
) sinner, your privilege to be saved through Jesus. It is your
duty also, because God’s great and gracious commandment is, that
you should belicve in his Son, Chuist tasted death for cvery

man. \-\ ~qe
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We observe, sceondly, that it is the duty and privilege of every
sospel hearer to be saved at onee, beeause (fod has made provision
or men's salvation, not only in the atonement of his Son, but - .
in the work of his IToly Spirit. The work of the Spirit is justa
necessary to the salvation of man as the work of the Son, The
Spirit awakens, convinees of sin, takes of the things of Jesus and
shows them unto men, enlightens, purifies, and comforts, through
the truth which he uses as his instrument; for he is the Spirit off
truth.  Were no Holy Spirit provided for men, they could not be
saved,  Because men cannot awaken themselves, eannot convinee
themseives of sin, cannot present the ~aviug truth about Jesus te
their own minds, cannot enlighten, purify, and comfort their own
souls. They can understand and receive the awakening, conviet-
ing truth; they can believe the gospel, so as to be cnlightened,
purified and comforted by the means of it. But they need the
Spirit to show them their state, their sins, and Jesus as suited t-
their wants,  If there be any men for whom the converting influ-
enee of the Spirit has not been provided, theiv salvation is an fm-
possibility. It could not be the privilege of such to be saved, and
it could not be their duty. But the Spirit has been poured out on
all flesh; he strives with man; he convinees the world of sin : just
as truly as the wind blows everywhere on earth, so does the Spirit
brood over the world of mind. ~ All minds everywhere are baptizeld
by an intiaence from on high; an influence which is moral and not
physical, and thercfore resistible, to which, therefore, it is their
duty to yield and be saved. Reader, the Spirit has been and is
dealing with you to save you. Resist him not. Believe his true
testimony respecting Jesus, us well as his testimony respecting
your sinfulness and danger, and thus be saved.

We observe, thirdly, that it is the duty and privilege of every
zospel heaver to be saved at once, because it is said that God will
have all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth, God desires the salvation of all men. This is one reason
specified by the Apostle Paul why Christians should pray for all
men. If, then, God desive the salvation of all men, he must be
doing all that he wisely can to save men. We have scen that he
has provided the propitiation for sin, that he has sent forth his
holy Spirit to strive with men to lead them to Jesus. He has
thus manifested the intensity of his desire for men’s salvation. It
then, O reader, it be God’s desire to save you, it must be your
duty and your privilege to be saved. .? P d
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We obscrve, fourthly, that it is the duty and privilege of every
gospel hearer to be saved at once, beeause the condition to he
fulfilled by the sinner, that he may be saved, is practicable. To
be saved is men's duty ; for God commands them, “ Look unto me
and be saved, all the ends of the carth.” As it is the sinner’s duty
to be saved, there must be something for the sinner to do that he
may enter into the joy of salvation, IIe has indeed nothing mer-
itorious to do. All the merit on the ground of which the sinner
may be saved is in the work of Jesus, Jle did the meritorious
work, Yet the sinner is commanded to repent and believe the
aospel.  Now this is what he can do. He cannot repent and be-
lieve without the Spirit and without the revelation of God as pro-
“pitiated towards him in the great atoncment. But we have scen
that the Spirit’s influence and the Redeemer’s sacrifice are world-
wide. There is thercfore a saving truth for the sinner to believe
—the truth that God so loved him that he gave Jesus to die for
him. Every influence that he nceds to constrain him to turn from
sin to God and believe the gospel is brought to bear on his mind.
If you could not believe, it would not be your duty to be saved.
But God does not connnand men to do impossibilities, and since
he commands you to believe in Jesus as your Saviour, you can
believe and ought at onee to believe and be saved.

We observe, fifthly, that it is the duty of every gospel hearer to
be saved at once, because, every moment that a person continues
in an vnsaved state he lives in sin.  God is a holy God. He hates
sin. ¢ If itgwere hispleasure that men should wait until some
futur p‘cu\alf :tﬁ@&fvcs to be saved, it would be his pleasure
that they should live'in sin.  But this it is blasphemy to
aver. As God is holy and desires you to be holy, it is your duty
to be saved at once.

We observe, sixthly, that all the remonstrances, entreaties, in-
vitations, addressed to sinners, serve to impress on us the idea that
it is the duty of cvery gospel hearerto be saved at onee. Can we
entertain any other idea when we hear God saying to sinners,
Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die? Come now Ilet us reason
together, though your sins be as scarlet they shall be white as
enow, though they be red like erimson, they shall be as wool. The
Saviour invites “ Come unto me, all ve that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.” So does the loving Spirit, the
Spiritand the Bride, say Come. Reader, ponder the remonstrances,
entreaties and invitations addressed to you in the Bible, and you
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will see that you ought to be saved, and that it is your privilege to
be saved.

In the light of the above considerations we sce the falsity and
pernicious influence of Calvinism. According to Calvinism, con-
version must be the result of a dircet speeial, faith necessitating
influence. According to Calvinism, God has not only decreed to
give the special invincible influence of the Spirit to a certain and
definite number, but has also appointed the time when it will be
bestowed in cvery case. If it be maintained that conversion is
caused by omnipotent energy, it is at once removed from the
sphere of man’s duty. And the direct tendency of such a doc-
trine is to make men carcless and unconcerned as regards their
eternal well-being or else to drive them into the regions of despair.

Why is it that many do not regard it as a privilege to be saved
at once ? Various reasons may be given. But ii seems to us that
they are all resolvable into this, that jun are unwilling to give up
sin.  To be saved by faith in Jesus inwoives the giving up of sin.
But men love sin, and they are prone tv banish from their minds
all thoughts respecting their state in Gud's sight. Thus do men
resist God’s efforts to save them. Reader, hnow that God sceks to
save you now. He saves for Jesus sake. Jesus died for you. As
a sinner, rest on his atoning death for you, and be at peace with

God.—A.

THE REASONS WHY MANY ARE CALLED AN
FEW CHOSEN. ¥ ol

Having in a previous article shewn that ¢ne good reason why
the invitations of the Gospel are addressed to ull is, because pro-
vision has been actually made for all, and that another good reason
is, because all the persons in the Godhead are anxioas that sin-
ners should enjoy the blessings of salvation, which are so fully and
20 freely provided ; let us now look for a little at the important
question, why are only « portion of those to whom the Gospel is
addressed chosen or clected ?  There must be some reason why
many to whom the gospel is addressed remain unsaved, and are
at last cast away. What is the reason why few are chosen? It
cannot be because the love of God 1s limited to a few; for God, as
we have seen, loves all men with unspeakable love, and gave his
own and only begotton Son to a lost and self-ruined world as an
expression of that love. It cannot be because atonement has
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been made for an elect few, and all the rest left beyond the possi-
bility of forgivencss; for if there is one truth more clearly taught
in the word of God, than another, it is, that Christ gave himself &
ransom for all, tasted death for every man, and came, not to con-
demn the world, but that the world through him might he saved.
Why then are few chosen ? It canunot be because the influences of
the Holy Spirit are withheld from the great mass of gospel hearers,
no this cannot be, because the Holy Spirit has been poured out
upon all flesh. That Divine agent has long since come to convinee
the world of sin, of righteousncss, and of judgment.

‘Why then are only a portion of those to whom the gospel eall is
addressed separated from the world, or chosen to salvation? Is
it in consequence of some arbitrovy decree of unconditional clec-
tion on the one hand, and unconditional reprobation ox the other?
This cannot be, for such a doetrine is opposed to reason, to jus-
tice, to the dictates of every enlightencd conscience, and to the
plainest statements of Seripture.

But the grand, the radical reason why few arc chosen out from
among the many who are called, is, beeause few believe the gospel,
fow comply with the conditions of salvation. The election of in-
dividuals to distinguishing privileges here, and to glory hereafter,
is a process which actually takes place in time, and not as many
suppose, something which was actually accomplished in a past
eternity. When speaking of God’s purpose to create, and his
actual creation, they make an importans wnd necessary distinetion,

or they very properly view the one as a thing of cternity and the
other as a thing of time. DBut, strange to say, they make no dis-
tinetion between the Divine purpose to eleet, and actual election,
though it is most manifest that the latter is as truly a thing of
time as the former is a thing of eternity.

The elect are in cvery instance chosen ¢n Christ; and before
it is possible for any man to be one of the clect of God he must
be <n Christ; a believer in Christ, united to Christ by a true and
living faith. As Peter expresses it, (1 Peter, i, 2,) “elect accord-
ing to the forcknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification
of the Spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ, grace unto you, and peace be multiplied.” Or, as it is
expressed by Paul, (2 Thess. 11,13), “But we are nound to give
thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord.
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvatior
THROUGH sanctification of the Spirvit and belief of the truth.” 1t
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i~ not necessary to quote other passages to prove that actual elee-
tion takes place in time. The above are suflicient to shew that it
is when the soul of the sinner is united to the Saviour by, or
through the belicf of the truth, that the clection of which we are
speaking takes place. The very idea of choosing out from among
presupposes the ecistenes of the chosen, and the actual existance of
those out from smong whom they are chosen.®  Actual election
then you perceive is inseparvably connected with actual faith in
the gospel, and God clecets, or sets apart from the world lying in
wickedness all those who are influcnced by, and who obey his own
truth.  If you sclect a brick or a stone out from among a heap of
bricks or a heap of stones, and place it in a building you are the
onlyagent ; for it is a mere thing, itis passive, dead, senseless mat-
ter in your hand. But it iz not so when sinners arc brought out
of darkness into light, from death to life, from the world into the
Church of Christ, from sin to holiness.  L'hough it is God who
eleets, the belisver is not passive in election. By no means, the
believer is as truly active when chosen out of the world as when
purifying his own heart by faith.

It would be wrong in us to say that begause Mary clected the
good part which shall never be taken from her, therefore God had
no agency in the matter; such a representation would be unserip-
tural and one-sided, and on this very account we believe our Cal-
vinistic brethren to be wrong and ene-sided in their views when
they represent election as being unconditional, and the clected as
being perfectly passive in the matter. But when we take the
seriptural view of the subject we sce that it is through the sancti-
fying influence of the Spirit, and through the belief of the truth
that the proeess of election is commenced and carried on and com-

* There are some fine thoughts on this subject in Rutherford’s Lectures
on Election. He askes ¢ Is it not a monstrous absurdity to speak of Ax
scrralL election and separation of a multitude of nonentities from among
a host of other similar nonentities? Tt is not thus that the Bible instructs
us, and it is not over a universe of mere ideas that Jehovahreigns. There
was once an ideal philosophy which has been happily exploded and put
to flight by a strong appeal to common sense and the every day appre-
hensions of mankind, and we still live under the reign of an 1pEAL THEO-
Loy which is alrea ly beginning to totter toward its downfal before the
common sense of men who are content to make their appeal to, and draw
their religion from, the infallible Word of the infallible God. It is not
from among a generation of phantoms that the sclection of which we
speak is made.” Page 239.
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pleted. Looking at the subject from this standpoint we see free
grace, sovereign grace, nothing but grace reigning on the throne
of grace. God never intended his throne of grace to be built and
established on the ruins of man's ageney, frec agency, active agency,
in the salvation and sanctification of his soul, though many divines
speak and write in such a manner as to leave the impression that
the one destroys the other.  We believe that election is of grace,
and that it is tArough fuith in order that it mightbe of grace; these
two simple truths are in glorious harmony. There is no mystery
here, no darkness, nothing to cloud, or perplex, or bewilder the
mind. God choses those, all those, and those only, to salvation
here, and to glory hereafter, who yield to the influence of the
gospel, and are sanctified by the Holy Spirit. On the other hand
he rejects, or reprobates, those, all those, and only those, who dis
obey the calls of the gospel, neglect the great salvation, resist, and
do despite unto the Spirit of all grace. Itis impessible more
forcibly to express the reason why the few are chosen and the
many reprobated, than in the language of our Lord. * Ye will
not come unto me that ye might have life.” “Q Jerusaiem, Jeru-
salem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are
sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children to-
gether, even as a hen gathereth her ehickens under her wings, and
ye would not.” I would but ye would not. Nothing stood in the
way of their salvation. and consequently nothing could stand in
the way of their election but their own unwillingness, their obsti-
nate unbelief. Dear reader, if you are not now one of the clect
of God, it is just because you are not believing the gospel. If
you arc now out of Christ, and if you are at last shut out of
heaven and shut up in hell, it will be because you disobey the gos-
pel of God. He wills your salvation, he has no desire that you
should die. He is now seeking to bring you to himself His
language is that of cntreaty, compassion, and love. But if you
refuse, if you rebel, if you resist, he will by and by utter in your
ears language which no other being in all the universe can utter
but himself, and every sentence of which will go to convince you
that it was your own fault that you were not among his elect.
Yes, he will say, “ Because I have called and ye refused, I have
stretched out my hand and no man regarded, but ye have set at
nought all my eounsel and would none of my reproof; I also will
lwugh at your calamity, I will mock when your fear cometh, when
your fear cometh as a whirlwind, when disiress and anguish
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cometh upon you. Then shall they eall upon me but I will not
answer ; they shall seck me early but they shall not find me: For
that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the
Lord. They would none of my counsel, they despised all my re-
proof.  Therefore shall they cat of the fruit of their own way and
be filled with their own devices.”

Dear reader, you arc now one of the called, and it i> your duty
and your privilege to become one of the clect. O come to Jusus,
come¢ now, come as you arc: his loving language is, “him that
cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out.” Come, for the Divine
Father carnestly invites you to come; come, for the Divine Son
carnestly invites you to come; eome, for the Divine Spirit carnestly
invites you to come. All things arc ready, now ready, why refuse
to come? Thousands as guiltyand as wicked as you have obeyed
the gospel call, and have been numbered among God's clect, and so
may you. Yet there is room, room in the Jove of God, room at the
gospel table, room in the church on earth, room in heaven. But,
if you disobey the call, if you slight the invitation, if you negleet
the great salvation, if you sin away your day of grace, if you, by
unbelief, madly beg to be cxcused, and say I cannot come, you
will be at last among that class respecting whom the master of the
feast will say, ¢ none of those men which were bidden shall taste
of my supper.” O reader, if you reject Christ, God will reject
you :

? “The choice you make shall fix your doom :"
For this is heaven’s decree,

That with the fruit of what he sows
The sinner filled shall be.”

O choose the good part now and all the blessings of salvation
shall be your everlasting portion. To-day if ye will hear his voice
harden not your heart.  The decision is in your own hands. Life
and death, the blessing and the curse, are sct before you.—-M.

TIHE CHRISTIAN.

In our last, we specified, Looking to the Cross, and, The
cherishing and expressing of gratitude to God, as exercises of
the Chuistian’s soul, in hix communion with God. Proceed we
Bow to point out some additional Christian duties, by which in-
tercourse with God may be carried on.
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3. READING THE SCRIPTURES FOR OUR OWN PERSONAL BEN-
EFIT—FOR OUR OWN EDIFICATION.—This is an exceedingly
important exercise for a Christian, There are many ways in
which a Christian may read the Seriptures, and get little prac-
tical henefit to his own soul from doing so. The minister may
read and study the Secriptures for the benefit of his people, when
he should read and stady them for his own soul’s benefit. If
he read and study them for the immediate and practical benefit
of his own soul, he will be best qualified to bring out things
new and old for the benefit of the people. If his great concern
be to read and study the Bible for his people, though he may
enrich his mind with much valuable biblical knowledge, his own
soul grows lean; it is not fed. Verily he has his reward. 1le
must study the Bible as God's book to himself, and he will be
in direct communication with the eternal Mind. The Salbath-
school teacher muy read the Seriptures for the benefit of his
dlass, and not for his own personal edification. Now it is right
that a Sabbath-school teacher should study the wants of his class,
and make himsclf acquainted with such views and aspects of
truth, and use such ancedotes and illustrations as will interest
them, but if he read not the Bible for himself his soul does not
prosper. Ile may qualify himself for interesting children, but
he could do this without losing his piety. Let him remember the
relation which his human spirit sustains te the great unereated
Spirit, and that the Bible is the mind of that Spiuit vevealed to
him, and he will read it with the desire to know what he has to
say to him personally.  Another Christian, who has a keen relish
for controversy, may read the Bible in order to get arguments to
refute the notions which he conceives to be erroncous.  I’robably
such a person would not read the Bible so much if there were no
erroncous notions to refute. Or, if he does not read the Serip-
tures for the’purposes of getting arguments to overturn notions
which hethinks erroncous, when be reads the Bible he allows these
things to attract his mind more than passages that direetly bear on
his well-being and plainly teach him his duty. Such a person
may become a skilled controvertialist, but he is not dealing fairly
with the Word of the cternal God. He is feeding on hard bones
always, when he ought, sometimes at least, to be delighting his
soul in fatness. I do not say that it is wrung or unimportant to
meet erroncous views of God’s character and purposes, with argu-
ments drawn from his Word. It is most important.  Would tha
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we were better skilled in sueh work for God! But there is «taun-
er lest this work draw us away from the study of the Bille
tor the edification of ouwr own souls, The Bible i a vowrun-
nication from the mind of God to our individual minds. Tt
must then be important to know—indeed it ix our duty—to
know whet he say= to us—what duties he wishex us to perform—
what hopes he has laid up for us,  If we read the Bible to know
what God says to others, that we may be able to tell others
what he says to them, which in its own place ix very impor-
tant, we eannot for our own souls derive so much benefit as
when we read it to know what he sayx to us personally. Ah!
this is the reading of the Bible that Christians need to practice.

The Christian must beware also of reading and delighting in
religious books more than in the Word of iod. There are many
religions books: most important it is for Christian~ to read them.
When he does o he converses with those who-» experience of
divine things is perhaps richer than his own, who knows mere
of the Word and ways of Ged than he does: and o he may
acquire valuable information.  But we must heware of allowing
vurselves to be more interested in the religious book than in
the Bible. When you feel that for the edification of your xoul
you would rather go to the religious book than to the Bible. you
need to go to the Bible to get your love for it inereased. Tt
is often the ease that even Christians do not study the
Bible—the produet of the eternal Mind—with the same care as
they study the works of men.  Let us beware,

Christian, then read God s Word for your own edification.

+. Privare Praver—Family prayer i< important: social
prayer is important ; public prayer is mmportant ; private prayer
i< allimportant: a Christian cannot live without it.

What is it to engage in sceret prayer? It is to he wione
with God. Iow solemn! Tt ix the human spivit in intercourse
with its Father-spivit. Private prayer. we repeat it s the
human spirit alone in intereourse with its Father-spirvit, seeking
from him strength for the supply of its wants. Tt ix important
that the Christian when he is alone with God sheuld pray for
his family, for the Church he is connccted with, for his friends
and relatives, that he may prosper in his temporal concerns. for
the conversicn of souls in the world. ITe must not be selfish
i his prayers.  Ie must, while alone with God, exercise his
lenevolence in prayer for others.  Phis exereise must he pleas-
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ing in the cyes of his Father in heaven. DBut at the same
time he must exercise faith in God and confidence in his pro-

ises, as well as express his vwn need of spiritual blessings, by
praying that God would supply his own needs according to his
riches In glory by Christ Jesus. This habit of private prayer
contributes greatly to spirituality of mind, as well as deepens
in us a =ense of our own dependence on God: for we cannot
come to God alone and scek from him his blessings for our-
selves without fecling our need of them. It causes our souls
to follow hard after God also. Tt leads ws far more clearly to
realize the relations he sustains to uws, and gives us far more
vivid realizations of his presence.  When we thus have inter-
course with God, we have more of God about us when we en-
ter into the family, the Church, business, the world. It makes
us holier; it hwumbles us deeply. It tends to repress the rising
of every emotion, to restrain every desire in opposition to God’s
will. It makes us act continually under his eye. It gives us
trues blessedness—the very happiness of God. It gives us far
more powerful impressions of the awfulness and grandeur of
cternal realities. The world will not draw away the man whe
thus has communion with God; its frowns will not disturb him.
He is shut up in God. Christian, cultvate com:munion with
God. Let us pray to him for our own souls frequently, ear-
nestly, believingly, realizingly.—A.

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR DEATH ?

The question, Am I prepared to step from this world, when the
summons shall be put into my hand, without fear? is onc which
every tongue that is mortal should put to the soul, which is immor-
tal. ~ All men now living, at some time or other, and it may not
be very far distant, must ta'e lq:we of this world }Vith all its
pleasures and allurements, and sail out upon the unlimited occan
of cternity. There are very few who have not thought a little
about this subjeet. Iowever far they would wish to drive it from
their minds, it will continually be brought. before _them, with all
its striking realities. They may succeed in keeping it at a dis-
tance by the pleasures of the world, while health, with all its
numerous cnjoyments, continues to surround them; but when
they are deprived of that great boon; when discase takes hold of
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them and lays them prostrate upon beds of pain, and the thought
that death, with its cold and clayey, hand, is about to lay hold upon
them, enters their minds, then the awful reality with regard to
their future state will be brought home; then will they begin to
he afraid of taking a leap in the dark.

Arc you, dear reader, taking cnough of thought about he
future well-being of your immortal soul? In the first place, have
you realized that you are a sinner? are you convinced that you
arc a rebel against your Creator ? have you been brought to feel
that the sins you have committed are sufficient, if not forgiven, to
fix your future doom in hell? If not, you are sleeping the sleep
of death ; beware, O beware, lest you never awake on this side of
the tomb! You are aware that that “Book of books™ says,
« There is none’ that docth good, no, not one.” Again it says
‘ All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” Now you
are included in these passages, and God hath said, ¢ Ile cannot
look upon sin but with abhorgence.”” 1le must, therefore. be look-
ing upon the sins that you have committed with alliorrence.
Again we arc told, “that no sin ean pars unpunished;” you,
therefore, must,—unless we impeach the veracity of the Bible,—
suffer the penalty due to your sins, if you dic impenitent. And
what will be the punishment? We hardly need tell, because the
Bible is so full of information, as if to guard from such an awful
end. It says, you shall be consigned to that place * where the
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” Such must he
your doom if your sins are not forgiven. Are you in the face of
this prepared to meet death unprepared? are you prepared to
separate yourself for ever from everything that is happy and holy,
to allow yoursclf throughout an endless cternity to rest beneath
the awful frown of tha Creator of the universe? Are you prepared
to dwell throughout those mnever ending ages with the sinful
of all ages? If you are, then continue in a state of indifference
with regard to your future welfare.  Think not, Q careless
soul, thai yru will eseape if you negleet all offers of merey; God
is too holy and too just a Being to allow the ineorrigible to pass
unpunished ; the heavens and the earth may pass away, but one
word that he hath spoken shall never pass away. The dread sen-
tence hath gone forth with regard to those who remain impenitent
to the last, and cannot now be vevoked. Are you, dear reader,
still in an wusaved state ? are you still continning to trample upon
the blood of your crucified Redeemer? What if the sentence to
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depurt should be put into your hand to-night! what if it shoull
be put into your hand at this very moment! What, I axk, O un
converted soul, would be your future destiny ?

Remember, O remember well,

That justice would thy fate decrce,

To groan for ever in that hell,

Prepared for all mankind like thee.

Say not that it was just your fate so to be; say not that there
was no pardon for you; suy not, I am onc of the reprobate chil
dren. Such is not the case. In the midst of all your sins, the
greatest you have committed is your rejecting offered merey,
Christ bore the burden of your sins on the tree; he paid the
penalty due to your sins, and your receiving or rejecting of it will
not make the agony he underwent cither greater or less, He
hath paid all, and it remains with you whether you will aeeept
that pardon and live for ever, or reject it and dic; for it is said,
¢ How shall you escape if you neglect so great a salvation.” This
salvation, therefore is for you, or it is impossible you can reject it;
for we cannot imagine any one rejecting a thing that is not there
to reject. I am fully convineed that one of the great pangs that
will rend the bosom of the lost will be the rejecting of Christ’s
atonement.

Resist no longer the pleadings of the Holy Spirit, count no
longer the blood of the covenant as an unholy thing, and thus
heap upon yourself the condemnations of your God. Do not rush
heedlessly to an cternity of misery, without seriously eonsidering
the course you ave parsuing. Delay not till some future day.
Remember that “now is the accepted time and now is the day of
salvation.”

To-day may find you gay and proud,

To-morrow find you in a shroud;

No surety have we life will last

Until another day is past. J. M.

FEED MY LAMBS.

It is. an axiom that pavents.should provide o their chil:
dren.  We call that parent a monster who wastes, to gratify his
own passions, what he should expend in procuring food for his
children. Kind and wise parents are very careful not only to sup-
ply their children with food, but also to minister to them food
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conveaient for them. They would not, knowingly, give them what is
unsuited to their constitutions, They excreise a watehful care o
that nothing may go into their stomachs which will do them injury.
And they are all the more vigilant that their ehildren do not know
what is good and what is bad for them, and are prone to seek the
aratification of their tastes.  Parcuts who act thus are to be com-
mended.

But is it not equally the duty of parents to be careful in regard
1o the mental food which their children reecive ?  Children have
minds: these mindsneed training; they require supplies of mental
nourishment.  The mind is more important than the body. Itis
the jewel, whereas the body is only the casket that containsit. Itis
the tenant, whereas the body is only the tencment in which it dwells.
If pawents are monsters of cruelty, who provide not for the bodily
wants of their children, what shall be said of those parents who.
while they are serupulously careful with regard to their children's
dress and food, negleet to train and educate and fill with know-
ledee their immortal minds ?

ivery man should be a Christian. But it is most importan:
that parents be Christian=.  In addition to the obligations which
lic on every human being to be a follower of Jesus, an obligation
rests on the pavents to be Christians, avising out of the relation
which they sustain to their children. They influence their chil-
dren’s minds for good er for evil, according to their personal char-
actev.  That the truit of the influence which they exert on theiv
children may he good, they must be treex of rightenusness, branches
of the true Vine.  Pavent, are you a Christian 2 For your child's
sake vou ought to be.  You tremble to think what would becomne
of your child were you tobe taken away from the world. But
consider how your child’s mind is to be trained and stored with
the knowledge of God if you are not a Christian.

Many Christian parents are not so careful as regards the mental
food which their children reccive, as they ought t o be. In addi-
tion to instruetion imparted by their own lips, par® ntsshould sup-
ply their children with books which have an up"™ ard moral ten-
deney. The mind eraves after knowledge. Th® principle of
curiosity is strong in children. This desire for knowledge needs
to be properly reaulated as well as gratified. Parents let your
children have books which will inform their minds as to the thing.
of time, and especially as to those things that relte to their souls,
to God, and to the world to come. We have known Christian
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parents very faulty as to this matter. They had publications,
whose moral tendeney was downwards rather than upwards, i
their dwellings, to which their children had casy aceess. Now.
these parents would have been distressed beyond measure had their
children partaken of anything poisonous, and would have resorte]
to every possible remedy, and spared no pains and ne expense t
expel the poison from their system, and to neutralize its effects
But O, why were they so cruel to their children’s souls! Thes
parents, too, would lament that their children were not converted
to God. But let them understand that as they sow they may es-
pect to reap.

Christian parents, as you love your children and desire to sa
them Christians, seck to educate their minds, and to store then
with the solid food of truth; see to it that their minds comein
contact only with what is pure and healthful in its influence. This
is important for your children during their tender years, so that
good principles may be fixed and settled in their souls, and
that they may not be easily drawn aside from the path of rectitud
by the fascinations of the world, nor driven from their steadfust-
ness in the trath and in duty by the fierce- gusts of temptation.
We do not mean that you should make your children, like ho-
house plants, unable to bear the storms of evil influences.  Sowin
their souls the seeds of morality and religion, that they may, in thir
riper years, not only repel the evilinfluences which surround thew.
but bring forth the fruits of rightecousness which are by Jesus unto
the glory and praise of God. ~ “ Train up a child in the way k
should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” A.

HOW TO ANSWER A FOOL.

There are two passages in the book of Proverbs, one of whick
appears to contradiet the other. ¢ Answer not a fool according
to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. Answer a ful
according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit."—
Prov. xxvi. 4-5. This paradox, or sceming contradiction, is vers
well explained in the Fumily Book, published by the Londm
Tract Society. It is as follows: ¢ The fool is one who dox
not make proper use of his reason. When he speaks in th
folly of passion, answer him not with like folly, but give a sef
answer, which turneth away wrath.
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Answer not the folly of mere tulleativeness with similar foily.
Perpetual prating about nothing may often be put down by a
dead silence.  Answer not the folly of wnreasonablcness, fidse
arqunent, ov prejudice, by like folly; but “ prove all things,
and hold fast to that which is good.”

Answer not the folly of profunencss by folly like his own,
but by marked silence, or well-timed reproof. (The Rev. Jokn
Howe, walking in the park, met two gentleaen, who, in eager
discourse, repeatedly uttered the awful word “ damn ™ to cach
other. Mur. ITowe took off his hat, and, with much solemnity,
said,  Gentlemen, I pray God to save you hoth.” A word
spoken in season, how good 1s it I’")

Answer not the folly of maligrity with like folly. ¢ There is
that which speaketh like the picreing of' a sword; but the tongue
of the wise is as a healing medicine. In the mouth of the foolish
t}mrc is a rod of pride, but the lips of the wise shall preserve
them.”

Answer not the folly of pecolshness according to its folly, hut
pity, forbear, and forgive; and

“ The tear that is wiped with a little address,
May be followed, perhaps, with a smile.”

Answer not the folly of ciptionsness with similar folly.  Be not
displeased whan you are eontradicted ; above all, do not wait for
an opportunity of contradicting in your turn, to pay off the sup-
posed affront.

Answer not the folly of jluttery according to itself, but
turn to it a deaf car, and a disgusted heart; for he that flat-
tereth his neighbour, spreadeth a net for his fect.  Flattery cher-
ishes pride, self-love, and self-ignorance.

But answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his
own conceit; that is, answer him so as to refute him on his own
false principles, lest his being left without an answer should lead
him to suppose that his folly is unanswerable, and so confirm him
in his mistake. Answer hin, if he fancies himself right when he
ls]eleal;l;y in the wrong, if possible to prevent him from deluding
others,

Thereare many things which we can never seein the light of pros-
perity, which become clear, and bright, and beautiful like stars in
the dark night of adversity.—M.
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STOP.

It is a sad thing to be deprived of sight. James Wilson, o
blind man who lived in the North of Ireland, published a volume
entitled The Biography of the Blind, in which he shows that blind
men have distinguished themselves as poets, philosophers, artists,
&e. Wilson was born in North Ameriea before the revolutionary
war, Iis father espoused the royalist cause; was taken prisoner;
when he was released, with his wife and child, embarked for Britain,
and died shortly after the vessel’s leaving New York. His mother
died too, and James was an orphan, d'o add to his misfortunes,
he was seized with small-pox, which deprived him of his sight. He
was then about four years of age. The vessel put into Belfast
harbour, and James was sent ashore, and so spent his life in the
North of Ireland. He relates the following instance of an eseape
from drowning, which he experienced. He says: “In a cold
winter evening, as I travelled to ILisburn, I happened to wander
from the direct road into a lane which led immediately to the
canal. Unconscious of the danger to which I was exposed. I was
stepping on pretty freely, when my attention was suddenly arrested
by a ery of “ Stop! stop!” Of the fivst and second call I took no
notice, us I judged some other person was addressed; but at the
third warning I stopped, when a woman came ruaning up, almost
breathless, and asked me where I was going. T replied, ¢ To Lis
burn.” ¢ No, said she, ¢ you are going directly to the canal, and
three or four steps more would have plunged you into it My
heart glowed with thankfulness to the all-wise Disposer of events,
and to the woman who was made the instrument of my preserva-
tion,”

Now this incident is instructive. Wilson rightly viewed it as
an evidence of God’s watehful care over him. The unconverted
sinner is blind: he is wilfully blind : he shuts his eyes to the taet
that he is a sinner, to the danger to which he is exposed, because
of his sins, and to the way of escape from that danger which God
has mercifully opened up in Christ Jesus. God by his Spirit seeks
to open the sinner’s eyes, and to turn him from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan unto God, and his faithful servants
are co-workers with him. James Wilson had lost his eyesight, and
consequently did not see. The sinner does not sce because he has
shut his eyes and refuses to open them, God seeks to arrest the
sinner in his hell-ward career.  Siuner unsaved, you are in danger
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of hell, and you are in the way to hell.  God's voice ix sounding
in your car, calliqg on you to stop. Dy means of afilictions, cither
personal or relative, or by worldly disappointments. hy the word
of God, or by the preaching of the truth, he is secking to arrest
you in_your carcer of sin.  Just as God used the woman to call
James Wilson's attention to his dangerous condition, he may use
a fellow worm to call your attention to the peril in which you are
as a sinner, suspended over the brink of hell by the brittle thread
of life. Bear in mind, however, that just as it was necessary for
Jumes Wilson, not only to hecr, but to hecd, the warning, so it is
necessary for you, not only to keur, but also to Aeed the voice of
God. We sce that the blind man’s own agency was needed iv
order to his salvation. It was not enough for the woman to cry
~Stop!” It was necessary for him to hear and stop. e did o,
and was saved from drowning. So, sinner, your own agency ix
needed in the matter of your salvation. You do not need to
open up a way by which to return to God. This you cannot
do, and need not attempt to do, because God has given his Son
tv be your Saviour, who has atoned for your sins in his death.
The Spirit testifies of Jesus.  Ie shows you your danger apart
from Jesus, and Jesus as in every way suited to you. 1t ix
your duty to consider your state, to stop in your hell-ward course,
to turn to God, by beliecving in Jesus,  Had James Wilson sim-
My neglected to listen to the woman’s warning voice, he might
have been drowned in the canal; so if you negleet the salvation
that is in Jesus, and wander on heedlessly in the way of unbelief
and sin, despising all God’s counsel, and determined to have none
of l:lis gcproof, you must perish. Turn ye, turn ye, for why will
¥ ie? A

RECEIVING A KINGDOM.

* Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us
have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear.”—Heb. xii. 28.

The chapter out of which these words are sclected is one of
the most sublime in the Bible. Here is a striking contrast drawn
between the two dispensations: the law is set forth in all its
terrific grandeur, and the gospel in all its glorious grace. In
the passage we have

CURISTIAN PRIVILEGE ACKNOWLEDGED.~—Contemplate its nu-
ture =~ A kingdom. It is widely different from the kingdoms
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.
of this world, being spivitual in its principles, and saered in
its interests, Of this kingdom, Clrist is the Monarch, the
heart is the throne, grace is the seeptre, the Bible is the law,
and gory the end.

Jts stability— Which cannot be moved.” This is in oppo-
sition to the passing away of the Old Testament dispensation,
Its past stability is a pledge of its future cendurance. The
kingdom of Christ is firm, and shall continuc the same in its
character, prineiples, laws, constitutions, privileges, and immuni-
ties. The lapse of time, the attacks of infidels, the rage of per.
seeutors, and the malice of devils cannot move it.

Ilow e become Giterested in {t— Receiving,”  Whereas by
faith 'we embrace Christ, we become members of his kingdom,

CHRISTIAN DUTY RECOMMENDED.—Consider Whet it includes,
“Serving God.”  Our aim should be to do this acceptably, and
the manner, ¢ with reverence and godly fear.,” We must avoid
the forwardness of presumption and cultivate humility. Thus
to serve God, is to yield ourselves imyplicitly to him.

What it requires— Grace.” It is not to be accomplished
by natural ability. Without a new heart we cannot have the
disposition to serve God, and without grace we cannot have the
power.  Where is it to be obtained?—* Let us have grace.”  The
source is divine,—but the means are human. Seek it from
him who is the God of all grace.— Zemple.

FINE THOUGHTS IN FEW WORDS.
SELECTED.

Qutward attacks and troubles rather fix than unsettle the Chris
tian, as tempests from without only serve to root the oak faster,
whilst an inward eznker will gradually rot and deeay it.

The lovely bird of paradise, Christian contentment, can sit and
sing in the cage of affliction and confincment, or fly at liberty
through the vast expanse, with almost equal satisfaction; whilst
¢ Even so, Father, for so it scemeth good in thy sight,” is the
chief note of the celestial song.

THE PROMISES arc a cabinet of jewels, and they are as various
as they are rich, suited to all the conditions of the Christian.
They are the daily bread of God’s children. There is Christ and
heaven in cvery promise. “This is mine.” They are the trees
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of life growing in the garden of God's Word, which the Christian
may freely pluck and eat,

Prarse.—The deepest springs yield the sweetest waters : hearts
most deeply sensible of God’s love yicld the sweetest praises.

MINISTERS are but stars to light others to Christ.  The Spirit
is the loadstone to draw them to him. If we would have the
door of blessing opened to us through the ministry, we must un-
lock it with the key of prayer.

“ My burden is light,” said the blessed Redeemer, A light
burden, indeed, which carries him that bears it. T have looked
through all nature for a resemblance of this, and T seem to find a
shadow of it in the wings of a bird, which are indeed borne by
the creature, and yet support her flight towards heaven.

CONSISTENCY.

Alas! consistency is a rare jewel. The life of the professing
Christian should be consistent with his profession.  Thus will he
be respected ; and thus will his influence be felt in the commu-
nity. The inconsistencies of professing Christians are a stum-
bling-block in the way of the conversion of sinners Who have
aright to say so? Who ean consistently say so?  Can the man
say so consistently who believeth the Calvinian doctrine of elec-
tion? Surely if a man believe that God, from all eternity, dc-
creed to save a certain and definite number, which can neither
be inercased nor dimirished, and that he passed by the rest of
mankind, and made mo provision for them, he ecannot say con-
sistently that the blemishes in the lives of Christian professors
are a stumbling-block in the way of sinners coming to Jesus. Is
it then a matter of pure indifference whether Christian professors
ave consistent or inconsistent ? By no means, Onc of the great-
est barriers in the way of sinners coming to Jesus is the unchris-
tian temper and conduct of many professors of religion. But
the Calvinist is incomsistent in making ‘ueh a statement. If
his creed be true, God is from time to time saving all whom
he has decreed to save. Few Calvinists have the moral courage
to be consistent with their erecd. They will hold on to their
God-dishonouring creed, and at the same time utter sentiments
that give the lic to it, that arec consistent only with more en-
lightened and liberal views.
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We have frequently heen made sad by listening to Calvinistic
ministers at tea-meetings, Bible Socicty meectings, and Mission.
ary meetings. They will speak of the iniportance of spreading
the gospel, and civeulating the Bible; they will show what ha.
been done in the past by the heralds of salvation in the way of
disseminating the gospel; they will enlarge on how amuch mor
might have been done for Jesus if his followers had been mor
active and liberal, and urge on their hearers greater diligenes
in the Lord’s work. Men who hold and who have sworn t
maintain and defend & erced which tcaches that God has do
creed to save a certain and definite number only, and to pas
by the rest of mankind, declaving that more souls might have
been converted if Christians had been morc united, labor
ious and liberal! | Now these men cither hold the Westmin
ster Confession as their creed, or they do not. If they do,
they ought not to talk as above iidicated. If they do not,
then they ought to repudiaic the ereed; because no two thins
can be more antagonistic than the Calvinistic doctrine of elec-
tion and such sentiments; and no conduet can be more ineon-
sistent than to hold by the erced, opposc those who have di
carded it, because it is false, and, at the same time, give utter
ance to them., Such sentiments are in themselves true and
important. It is true that God’s people might have done muck
mere for Jesus and the salvation of men had they been more
zealous in his cause. But the truth of such a statement i
seen only in the light of a doetrinal system that is at the op
posite pole from that of the Westminster Confession of Faith.
And yet many who make such statements as these have excluded
from their fellowship those who maintaia the doctrines which
give to them consistency, and for no other rcason than their
holding them. We think we have a right to complain of this
conduct in many Calvinistic ministers. They will denounce w
as heretics, because of the views of divine truth which we ad
vocate, set forth that these are pernicious, and yet hold a erced
which teaches that the destinies of all men were fixed from
cternity, and that sinners are converted by omnipotence. Hovw
can any doctrine be pernicious in the light of such a creed?
We admit that men have a right to hold and teach Calvinism,
but we think they ought to be censistent with it. The attempt
to be so would be convincing proof to them of its, utter un-
soundness, X. Y2
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THE LIFE GUAGE.

There are who measure life by years,
With false or thoughtless tongue ;

Yome hearts grow old before their time :
Others are always young.

Tis not the number of the lines
On Life's fast—filling page ;

"Tis not the pulse’s added throbs
Which constitutes their age.

Some souls are serfs among the free,
While others nobly thrive ;

They stand just where their fathers stood:
Dead, even while they live!

Others, all spirit, heart and sense—
There's the mysterious power
Tolive in thrills of joy or woe,
A twelvemonth{in an hour.

Seize then the moments as they pass—
The woof of Life is Thought!

Warm up the colors—let them glow,
With fire or fancy fraught.

Live to some purpose—make thy life
A gift of use to thee—

A joy, 2 good, a golden hope,
A heavenly argosy!

INTELLIGENCE.

EvaxgeuicaL Usioy, ANNvaL MeeTies.—The annual meetings of the
Evangelical Union were beld in Glasgow on the 29th and 30th Septem-
ber and the 1st QOctober. We arc in receipt of the Christian Times of
Uciober 3, which contains the sermon by the retiring president, the ad-
dresges by various E. . ministers at t he public soirce in the City Hall,
and at the wublic breakfast in the hall beneath Dr. Morison’s Church.

‘The Acaucmy was examined on Tuesday, Oct. 29. The Rev. Hugh
Riddel, President of the Union, occupied the chair, and was supported
right and left by the professors and examinators of the institution. The
nimber of students examined was forty-one, and the attendance of min-
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isters, delegates from churches, and friends from a distance, was larger
than on any previous occasion. The examination was conducted with
great spirit, and afforded much satisfastion to the audience. After it
was condluded the examinators expressed themselvesmuch pleased with
the manner in which the students had acquitted themselves; and the
Rev. Messrs. Melville, of Canada, Guthrie and Boyle, of London, con-
gratulated the Union on the large number of young men enrolled as
students, and on the diligence and ability which they had exhibited in
the examination. After prayer by the Rev. J. Gutlrie, the meeting dis-
missed.

The annual sermon was delivered on Tuesday evening, in North Dun-
dag Street Church by the Rev, Hugh Riddel, who took for his ;subject,
“The Propitiatory Work of Christ” The following extract from the
sermon shows the nature of the propitiation :—

“Seeing, then, Jesus did not, and could not, endure the literal orfull
penalty of law against sin, some may be disposed to ask what then did
be endure? We reply he .ndured that amount of suffering in the room
of sinners which was necessary to vindicate the authority of law, and
demonstrate to an intelligent universe thatdisobedience is highly crimi-
nal, and cannot be indulged in with impunity. The interests of the
moral universe required that the Divine Ruler should signally exhibit
his abharrence of sin, and this abhorrence of sin was more effectually,
mose strikingly exhibited by the sufferings unto death of Jesus than if
the whole human family had been hurled to perdition. The obedience
of Christ magnified the divine law, and proclaimed it as holy, just and
good, both in its requirements and sanctions. The sufferings of Jesus
demonstrated the divine hatred of sin and his determination to put it
down. If God uid not spare his own beloved Son when he stood as &
substitute for man, how shall thuse escape who delight to revel in the
accursed thing, and neglcct the great salvation? Thus the atonement
of Christ was a grand moral exiedient introduced into the divine moral
government in consequence of human transgression, by which the vio-
lated law has been honoured and magnificd—sin condemned, the com-
passion of God manifested towards sinners, and a safe and honourable
way opencd up by which guilty men may obtain life and salvation.”

The sermon, which is throughout full of rich thought, and remarkably
clear and convincing, concludes with the following lessons :—

¢« 1. The inflexibly righteous character of Jehovah. He will maintain
the authority and dignity of his holy law; he will not give the least
countenance or encouragement to sin—it must be put down. If men
will roll it as a sweet morsel under their tongues, the consequences will
be terrible.

2. The unparalieled compassion of God is strikingly manifested in
the work of Christ. So great is his compassion for perishing sinners,
that he gave up his Son to atone for their sins, and thercby opened a way
of escape for their guilty spirits. Calvary is the true standpoint from
which to contemplate the divine character.

3. The great propitiation is finished, and all things needed for men’s
salvation are now ready. The door of mercy stands open for all. All
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are earnestly invited to embrace Christ, and thercby enter into the en-
joyment of life and salvation.

4, The duty of the Christian church iz to hold up Christ before a per-
ishing world—diffuse among mankind the glad tidings ot salvation—
and urge men everywhere to abandon their vices and embrace Christ
Jesus as their only and all-suflicient Saviour.

This is pre-eminently owr great work as ministers—otlice-bearers—
and members of the Evangelical Union. Ourfbeloved Union in its origon
stood so closely related to the work of Christ, that it mayr he said to
have originated in the atonement controversy, which agitated the
churches of this country about twenty years ago, and this doctrine has
hitherto been the fundamental and vitalizing principle of owr ecclesias-
tical movement. Christ, and him crucified, has ever been the darling
theme in our pulpits, and in onr gospel publications, and so long us this
practice predominates we may confidently calculate on success in the
Lord’s work. Difficulties we may have, but standing by the cross of
Christ we are as in an impregnable fortress, against which the gutes of
liell will never be able to prevail.”

The Annual Seiree was held in the City Hall on Wednesday, Sept. 50,
tue Rev, James Maconachie, who was unanimously chosen president of
the Conference for the ensuing year, in the chair. The City Iladl was
crowded in every part from area to gallery, literally to overtlowing  We
should like to give to our readers, entire, the excellent addresses deli-
vered at this large meeting.  But our space in this number does not ad-
mit of our doing s0. We may, in our next, give one or 1wo of them.
The first speaker was the Rev. Nesbit Galloway, of Dunfermline, who
took for his subjeet ¢ Tug Mmsstox Axp work or Titg Hory Semir.” The
Rev. Geo. Cron, of Delfast, Ircland, followed in an addresz on ¢ Tne
Dasis or Cunistiax Union.” The Rev. Henry Melville, of Torvuto, who
bas visited Scotland this fall, but who is expected 1o arrive in Canada
some time this month, was the next speaker. As many of our readers
are deeply interested in Mr. Melville's visit to the old country, wegive
the following extract from his address as a syrcimen of his earnest man-
nerin pleading with the Evangelical Union body in Scotland to send
outmen and means to garry on the movement in Carn: la = We believe,
Mr. Chairman, there is a good time coming. We have not lost hold of
Canada ; neither have we lost hope of yet sceing, and that too atno very
distant day, a multitnes of churches planted and watered by ministers
frem the Evangelical Union fof Scotland in the western world. Our
cause is not dead over yonder, and we don't mean to let it die. It ha2
life in it. It has spirit and power in it. It is God’s own cause, and must
prosper and prevail  We have a church in Huntington as I have zaid,
under the pastoral case of the Rev. Geo. Anderson. We have also
thurches in Ayr, in Guelyk. in Pictou, and in Toronto. The brethren
i ll}gse various churches have carnestly, perseveringly, and nobly made
sacrifices for Chrizt and his cause. But though we have these churches,
they are as nothing compared with the vast field which lies before us
Dnoccupied and untouched. Canada is a greatand growing country ; it
13 rapidly increasing in population. The Upper Province, in particular,
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will at no distant day double its present population. Villages, town:
and even cities, in a very few years, will rise into being where now there
is searcely an inhabitant. There are many families at this moment i
various parts of the country who lave a strong desire to see the simpl:
gospel extended, and willing to give as the Lord has prospered them t
help forward the good work ; and [ am quite sure that we have in man
loealities a more favourable opportunity of planting churches than s
of the other denominations who are far stronger and more numerou:
than ourseives. What we want in our new and risirg country is men—~
nien of muscle, of boue, of brain ; educated men, men of talent, of energr
of determination. We want men of piety, men who love the Saviour.
and the souls of men. We want those in the ficld who are willing tod.
missionary work, and who are willing to forsake father and mothe
brother and aister, country axnd kindred, houses and lands, and, it nece
sary, all that is near and dear to them on carth, for Christ and ki
cause. We don't want those who shrink back from facing difficulty «
cnter the missionary field. No; those who come must come over an}
help us, and they can only belp us by hard labour. There are som-
people who fancy that any kind of preachers will do for Canada—thi;
13 a verygreat mistake. We want tie best of your men ; we want those wks
are learned, large-hearted, strong in faith, high in hope, and whose zes!
for missionary work many waters cannot quench. We don't care whethe:
they are Englishmen, or Irishmen, or Scotchmen, provided they are me:
of God, and willing to do missionary work. Giveus such men, and owx
cause is sure to prosper. Our, great difficulty hitherto, as I have said.
is the want of lahourers to carry on the work even in those places wher-
we liave made a good beginning. If the Evangelical Union of Svoilux:
would organize a foreign n..sstonary sociciy for the diffusion of vitx
Christianity to the uttermost ends of the world, and give us who aretry-
ing to do a part of the great work of evangelizing tho world, the el
which we believe they can give us, in the slape of morey and men, th
results, Mr. Chairman, would be great and glorious. If there is agy
one ¢enomination of Christians in the Church Militant which ought v .
be more hopeful and ageressive than another, it is the denomination v
which we bave the hon .r to belong, We profess to believe that tl:
knowledge of the Lord shall yed cover the earth as the waters cover tb-
sca; that men shall be blessed in Jesus, and that a]l nations shall eai
him blessed. We believe that God the Father loves every man, woms:
and child in our world, that the Lord Jesus Cbrist gave himself a rax
some for all, and that the Holy Spirit has been poured out upon a!
flesh. We believe that it is his office in the ecozomy of grace to cor-
vince the world of sin. We believe that we have a gospel to preach t.
eveyy sinner on the surface of our planet; and our practice, as Cri
tian men, as ministers, and as a denomination, can only be in harmon'
with our profession when we labour with all our energies for the conver
sion of the world. The command of the master is no empty sound, .
mere semblance of large-heartedness—*Go ye into all the world a2
preach the gospel to every creature.” Q how delightful for us to knor
that there is a gospel for every creature in Scotland, in Canada, and s
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other portions of the habitable globe! We, s a denomination, must i.+
peculiarly missionary in our spirit, in our plans, in our practice. Wi
must be devoted to the work of the world’s conversion, and never res:
in our efforts till the joyful sound of the gospel is known, its peace cu.-
joyed, and its purifying principles practised by men of every kindic.
and tongue and nation.”

The meeting was subsequently addressed by the Revs. .J. Strachur..
Tillicoultry, on “ Twenry Years Aco;” John Guthrie, A.M., Londo:
on “ NECESSITY For THE Evaxcerical Uxton;” Joseph Boyle, of Loundo,
and W, B. McWilliam, Middlewich, Cheshire.

The public breakfast was held in the hall beneath Dr. Morison's churci;,
Dundas St,, and addresses were delivered by Messres. Boyle, Melvitie.
Guthrie, and Andrew, of Barrhead.

We shull give some acvount of the business meetings of the Conference
neat month,—A.

Two ADPITIONAL LaARogrers rFor THE BEvANGeLIcaL Us1oN N Tis
Covstry.—We are in receipt of a letter from the Rev. James Howie, in
which he informs us that he intends :ailing for this country from Glas-
gow, on the 17th of October. lle states that Mr. McPhee, one of th
students who has passed through his course af study, is about to sail te:
Pictou, Nova Scotia, to take charge of the church there.—A.

ProTesTaNTIsM Ix Narres.—Letters from Naples furmish us with i«
significant proof of the development of religious liberty in that strong-
held of superstition and intolerance. Protestant doctrines, it is stated.
are now jublicly preached. Protestant ministers are ordained, and
marriages are celcbrated according to the Protestant rite with a freedom
which a fow years ago would have infallibly subjected the ministers
and their congregations to the penalty of stoning, or some other demon-
stration of fanatical fury on the part of the populace and their priests.
It iz not merely of the Protestantism allowed to be practized by forcign
residents at the chapels of the Embassies or Consulaies of the countries
to whieh they belong that the writers speak, but of wdizcwus Protes-
tantism. There are, it seems, several societies or associations :—

One society meets at San Tommaszo d’Aquino, and is presided over by
the Marchese Gregi, an evangelical minister ordain-l at Geneva, and
Signor Appi, also ordained. Another socicty, vntitled the Italian
Evangelical Association of Naples, is established in the Via Mezzocan-
none, where the minister is Signor Melchiore Peccenini, an. ex-Catholic
priest of the Romaa States, who was solemnly ordained as an cvangeli-
cal minister by the Rev. Jacob Leser, of Strashurg, on the 6th of last
month. This is the first example of a ceremony of the kind having been
celebrated not only in Naples but in Italy, and it attracted great atten-
tion, the chapel being crowded to excess, for although it only accoramo-
dates 300 persons conveniently, more than double that number were
present. The formula used by Mr. Leser in the ordination was that
customary in Wurtemburg, the candidate having previously obtained
the favourable votes of the deacons, elders and members of the congre-
gation, and having gone through the confession of the evangelical faitl,
The newly-ordained minister subsequently administered the Sacrameat



208 THE CANADIAN DAY-STAR.

10 about one hundred and thirty communicants, A Ladies' Associatiop
and Committee for Assisting the Poor has been established, and the
main point of education is not neglected. Religious discussions are
held in the chapel once or twice a week, and 2 Roman Catholic champion
has been found in the person of a priest named Taglialatela; and it i3
remarked as a great step that pro and conlra arguments are used instead
of the innovators being summarily disposed of.  The Evangelical
Association of Naples has a weekly organ in the press, aptly entitled
the Coscienza, for the dissemination of its principles. T'he people in
Naples had been taught to look on Protestants as Mahomedans o
Atheists; but these impressions, after causing the Evangelicals many
annoyances, are wearing away. The Evangelical associaticns profess
to entertain purely religious motives in their separation from the
Catholic fuith, and no doubt many of their members are sincere converts;
but the ardent nature of political feeling in Italy, and the desire fo
break down the Gonrt of Rome by attacking its doctrines and throwing
discredit on its hierachy, have doubtless induced many others to join
the new creed. DProtestant schools of a popular character are mean
while benefitting the lower orders, who, finding their children ar
taught to read, write, sew, and cipher without any expense, allow then
to frequent the day schools of the Evangelical Associations, or thes
recently established by English residents in Naples, some of whon,
ladies especially, attend every morning to superintend and instruct their
juvenile classes in person.

Dr. Gurarie Takex 10 Task.—Dr. Joseph Parker, a celebrated
Tndependent minister of Manchester, in a discourse the other day
remarked :—Dr. Guthrie, most genial and eloquent of men, has actually
gone up to o tree and cursed it, and lo! the tree has not withered
away! That great preacher has actually cursed the tobacco-plant
Yet, what think you? I should like to teld this in a whisper, but s
whisper is impossible in this prodigious edifice—in the next sentence bt
candidly confessed that he himself took snuff. You sce what he did!
He cursed the tobacco-side of the plant, but not the snufl-side, aud for
that reason the plant did not shrivel into a cinder! You see how essy
itis to go up and down the world attempting to wither trees thatw
really do not like, and how easy, as in the case of the illustrious preacher
to interpose between the axe and our favourite tree, exclaiming i
piteous tones, “Let it alone this year also™” No, Sirs! We must b
honest all round. The Church must not be partial in its verdict upn
bad things. We must have honesty; and when the Church purg
kerself from iniquity and iuconsistency—when she really means whet
she says—she will, with lightening-eye and thunder-breath, pronount
upon the world’s upas, and the upas of the world will wither away! ¢




