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EDITOR's PREFACE

HE fellowmg ‘work muft be acknow= -
ledged highly interefticg to .thefe "
txrnes and te pofterity will be Rill sore B
fo. Thefc arc not the memoirs of a mere _
. woman: of pleafure, who has fpent her life -
in . a voluptuous court, but the hiftory. of
a reign remarkable for- revolunons, wars,
mtngues, alliances, - negociations ; the very
blundess - of - which are not beneath the -
segard of _politicians, as- having : greatly
contributed to : give a new tum to e
affairs of Europe. CcHRX
The Lady who drew the. pxé‘ture was o
@ known to be an admirable colounift. .
. They. who - were  perfonally acquamtca S
with  Mademoifelle  Poiflon, | before
fince her marriage with M, Ncmhmﬁ,
know her to have heen ﬂéﬁ'ed -of . ~d:
great deal- af that, w:t, which omith:: p@
per culture, i xmproves into gemus.

Vor., L B o Th§ ’“
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i - EDITOR’s PREFACE.

.The King called her to court at a
tempeftuous feafon of life, when the paf-
fions reign uncontrouled, and by corrupt-
ing the heart, enlarge the underftanding.

They who are near the perfons of
. Kings, for the moft part, furpafs the com-
mon run of mankind, both in natural and
acquired talents ; for ambition is ever at-
tended with a fort .of capacity to com-
pafs its ends; and all courtiers are am-
bitious. , )

No fooner does the Sovereign - take a
miftrefs, than the courtiers flock about her.

Their firft concern is to give her her cue; .

for as they intend to avail themfelves of

her intereft with the Kidg, fhe muft be .

made acquainted with a multitude of things :
fhe may be faid to receive her iutelligence

from the firft hand, and to draw her know- -§

ledge at the fountain head. -~ :
Lewis XV. intrufted the Marchionefs de

Pompadour with the greateft concerns of 1

the nation; fo that if fhe had been~without
thofe abilities which diftinguifhed. her ‘at
Paris, fhe muft flill have improved in the
- fchool of Verfailles. ‘ '

Her talents did not clear her in the
public eye; never was a favourite more

outrageoufly pelted with pamphlets, or ex- ]

. pofed ..to more clamorous invetives, - Of

. * this ‘her Memoirs are a full demonttration ; §
" her enemies charged her with many very §¢

pdious vices, without fo much as allowilng
hey

(2}
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'R her one good-quality. The grand fubjet
B of murmur/was the bad ftate of the finan-
% ces, whici they attributed to her amours
# with the King. |
»  They who brand the Marchionefs with
" . having run Lewis XV. into vaft expences,
 feem to have forgot thofe which his pre-
.} deceflor’s miftrefles had brought on the
* fate, . :
i. Madame de la Valicre, even before the
i was . declared miftrefs to Lewis XIV. in-
i duced him to- give entertainments, which
{ coft the nation -more than ever Madame
H

. de Pompadour’s fortune amounted to.
pa

fi

Madam de Montefpan put the fame
Prince to very enormoys expences; “fhe
¢ appeared * always with the pomp and pa-

§ rade of a Queen, even to the having guards

{ to attend her. ‘ L

& Scarron’s widow carried her pride and
& oftentation ftill furthur : fhe drew the King
# in-to" marry her, and this miftres came to

§ nal blot on the Prince’s memory. S
4 - This clandeftine commerce gave rife to
8an infamous practice at court, with which

J AN thefe concubines having children, to
Ygratify their vanity, they muft be legitimat«
g cd; and, afterwads, they found means to
g marry thefe fons, or daughters, of proftituti-
gon, to the branches of the royal blood ; a:
flagrant debafement ]?f the houfe which were
: 2 - . n

#Madame de Pompadour cannot be charged.

EDITHRs PREFACE. i

3 be queen, an elevation which will be an eter~

"é'\“'?‘f:., .-
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iv EDITOR’s PREFACE,
- in kin to the crown : for though a Sovereign
can legitimate a baftard, toeftace the ftain of @

o e - e 2 ta v oo

baftardy is beyond his power. The confe-
quence was, that the defcendants of that
clandeftine iflue afpired to. the throne ; and,
through the King’s fcandalous amours, that
luftre which is due only to virtue, fell to the
portion of vice. ’

It was given out in France, and over all
Europe, that Madame de Pompadour was

‘immenfely rich: but nothing of this appeared

at her death, except her magnificent move-
ables, and thefe were rather the confequences
of her rank at court, than the effe@ts of her
vanity. “This fplendor his Majefty partook
of, as vifiting her every day. '

. "The public is generally an unfair judge of

thofe who hold a confiderable ftation at court, ¢
deciding from vague reports, which are often
. the forgeries of ill-grounded prejudice. Ma-
‘dame de Pompadour has ‘been charged with
infatiable avarice. “Had this been the cafe,
fhe might have indulged herfelf at will: fhe 3
was at the fpring-head of opulence; the King:
never refufed her any thing; fo that the might § .,
have amafled any money; whichthedidnot. &
There are now exifting, in France, fifty 4
wretches of financiers, each of a fortune far j

exceeding her’s.
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"It was alfp id, that the beft thing which # he

could happen to France, wasto be rid of this §

rapacious favourite. Well; fhe is‘no mom 5

and what is France the better for it? Has heix; ‘
. ’ deatl
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EDITOR’s PREFACE v
death been followed by one of thofe fudden
revolutions in the government, which ufher
in a better form cf adminiftration? Have they
who Inoked on this Lady as an unfurmount-
able obftacle to France’s greatnefs, propefed
. any better means for raifing it from its pre-
3 fert low ftate? Is there niore order in the
% government? are the finances improved? is
all . there more method asd ceconomy? No, af-

¢ fairs are -ftill in the fame bad way; the le-
ed ¢ thargy continues as profound as ever. The

.'-’ ;
foo X
o
r o

i miniftry, which before Madame de Pompa-
=88 & dour’s death was faft afleep, is not yet awake.
1er ;

Every thing remains in fazu guo. Some Eu-

kg ropean governments have no regular motion;

1 they advarce either too faft, or to flow;
of % their fteps are either precipitate, or fluggifh.
I, In this favourite’s time, there was too much
e 4 ‘fhifting and changing in the miniftry; now’
?;1 § fheis gone, there is none at all, &c. &c.

i I am very far from intendinga panegyric
® ‘8 on Madame de Pompadour. Faults the had,

1€ ¥ which pofterity will never forgive. All the
]hgt 4 calamities of France were imputed to her,

& and fhe fhould have refigned in compliance
{ to the public: a nation is to be refpected even
4 in its prejudices. With any tolerable fhare
§ of patriotifm, Madame de Pompadour would
have quitted the court, and thus approved
herfelf deferving of the favour for which fhe
was execrated; but her foul was not capable
of fuch an a& of magnanimity: fhe knew
nothing of that philofophy which, infpiring a

B3 contempt
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vi EDITOR’s PREFACE.

contempt of external grandeur, endears the
fubjet to the Prince, and exalts him above
the throne.

There is great appearance that this Lady
intended to revife both her Memoirs and her
will, and that death prevented her : fhe ufed
to write, by ftarts, detached eflays, without
any coherence; and thefe on feparate bits of
paper. 'Thefe were very numerous and dif-

- fufe, as generally are the materials intended

to form a book, if fhe really had any fuch
defign. '
We were obliged to throw by on all fides,

and clear our way through an ocean of writ-

ings, along and tirefome bufinefs. .
- Itis far from being improbable, that Ma-
dame de Pompadour got fome ftatefman, well

verfed in fuch matters, to affift her in com-
piling this book:: however that be, we give it |

as it ftands in her original manufcript.

o S

:;-g‘g;',,o.g O .~ ye

Y

o]
5

arg

ge
pu



the
xove

ady
her

ifed

out

1if-
ied
ich

=of.

Marchionefs of -Pbmpadbm;

~ HE following narrative is mot confined

- to the particular hiftory of my life. My

 defign is mere extenfive : 1 fhall en~
deavour to give a true reprefentation of
the court of France under the reign of Lewis XV.

. ‘The private memoirs of a King’s miftrefs are in

themfelves of fmall import:;- but to kmow the
charaQer of the Prince who raifées her to favour g
to be let into the intrigues of his reign, the genius

W of the courtiers, the praices of the miniflers,
“the views of the great, the proje&@s of the ambiti-

ous ; ina word, into the fecret fprings of politicss
1s not a matter of indifference.

It is very feldom that the public judge rightly
of what paffes in the cabinet : they hear that the
King orders armies to take the field ; that he wins
or lofes battles; and on thefe occurrences they
argue according to their particular prejudices.

Hiftory does not come nearer the mark ; the
generality of annalifts being only the eclioes of the
public miftakes,

B4 Thefe



8/ MEMOTIRS of the

Thefe papersIdo not intend .to publith in my
life-tim¢ 5 but fhould they appear after my death,
pofterity will fee in them a faithful draught of the
feveral parts of the adminiftration, which were

alted, in fome mcafure, under my eye. Had I.

never lived at Verfailles, the events of our times
might have been an inexplicable riddle to pofterity ;
fo complicated are the incidents, and in many
particulars fo contradi&ory, that, without a key,
there is no.decyphering them. . _

Minifters and other place-men are not always
acquainted with the means, which they them-
felves make ufe of for attaining certain ends. A
plenipotentiary very well knows that he fignsa
treaty of peace, but he is ignorant of the King’s
metives for putting an end to the war.

Every politician ftrikes out a fyftem in his own
fagacious brain ; the fpeculatifis have often fa-
thered. o France ‘what fhe never dreamed. of ;
and many refined fchemes have been attributed to
herminif{crs, which never made part of their plan.

1t is not long fince a minifter of a certain court
faid to me at Verfailles, That the two laft Ger-
man wars, which coft France fo much blood, and
_ three hundred millions of livres, was tl'e greateft

ftroke of .policy which the age afforded: as this -

court had thereby infenfibly, and unknown to the
reft of Europe, reduced the power of the Queen
of Hungary : for, added he, if, on the demife of
Charles VI. this crown had openly bent all its
forces -againft the houfe of Auftria, a -general
alliance would have oppofed it : whereas it has
weakened that houfe by a feries of little battles and
repeated loffes, &c. &c. . .

The inferting fuch an anecdote in the annals
of our age would be fufficent to disfigure the

whole hiftory. - ‘The truth is, that they whe
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Marchionefs of PompaDour.

re at the head of the French affairs, during
twe wars, had no manner of genius.

" All details not relative to the ftate I fhall care-
fully omit, as rather writing the age of Lewis XV.
than the hiftory of my private life. 'The tranf-
alions of a King’s tavourite concern only the
reign of that Prince; but truth is of perpetual
concern, .

I hope the public does not_expe& from mez
circumflantial journal of Lewis XV’s gallantries
the King had many tranfitory amours during my
refidence at Verfailles ; but none of his miftreffes
were admitted into the public affairs. The reign
of the far greater part began and ended in the
Prince’s bed. Thefe foibles, fo clofel:y conne&ed
with human npature, belong rather to. 2 King’s
private life, than to the_public hiftory 6f a Mo-
narch: I may fometimes mention them, but it

" will only be by the way. I fhall likewife be filent °

in regard to my family. The particular fa-
vour, with which I have been honoured by
Lewis XV, has placed my origin in brpad day- .-
light. “A Monarch in raifing a womah. to the
fummit of grandeur, of courfe lays open the
blemithes of her birth. ‘The annals of the u-
niverfe have been overlooked, to make a fingu-
lar cafe of what has been almoft a general pra&ice
in the world. oo B

3~ The Roman Emp‘erof's’ often raifed t;ﬁéwr

and eminence women of mere obfcure birth thair

‘2 mine : but, without going fo far backward, the

hiftory of our own Kings abounds with fuch ir-

4 flances. T hough the widow of Scarron the poet

rofe a ftep higher than I, fhe was not born to fuch’
exaltatian. - It is true her father was a gentleman 3
but all women, not born Princefles, are at a hike
diftance from the throne. )

By ’ .A. Mﬁfétf



10 MEMOIRS . of the

A multitude of injurious reports have been
Ppropagated concerning my parents. A wretched
anonymous writer has gore even farther, by pub-
lithing a fcandalous book with the title of the
hiftory of my life. The Count D’Affry wrote
tome from Holland, that this produ&ion was
of the growth of Great-Britain. The Englith
feem to make it their particular bufinefs to throw
dirt_at perfons of diftinguifhed rank at the court
of France : that government is faid to claim fuch
aprivilege, in order to keep up the hatred between
the two nations.

Though my birth had nothing great in it, my
education was net neglected. I was taught danc-
ing, mufic, and the rules of elocution, by ex-
cellent mafters ; and thefe little talents have
proved of the higheft ufe to me. Ialfo reada
great deal, and a favourite writer of ‘mine was
one Madame de Villedieu. Her piQure of the
Roman empire entertained me exceedingly. I
even felt a very lively joy in obferving that the
greateft revolutions in the ‘world have been owing
to love, ’ <L

After beftowing on me all the accomplifhments.
which advantageoufly diftinguith a young perfon:
of my fex, I was married to one whom I did not

. love ; and a misfortune flill greater was, that he
loved me, ‘This I call a misfortune, and indeed E
know not a greater en-earth ; for 2 woman not
beloved by a man, whom fhe likewife has married
without any affetion, at leaft comforts herfelf in

. hisindifference.

During the firft years of my marriage; the

King’s gallantries were much talked of at Paris:

his fleeting amours opened a field for al womeny. .

who had beauty enough te put in for his heart.
‘The poft of miftrefs to Lewis XV. was often

vicapt: At Verfailles all the paflions had an
R " app- §
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Marchionefs of PoMPADOUR, 1%

cen appearance of debauchery. In that airy region
hed love was foon exhaufted, as confiting wholly in
ub- fruition. Nothing of delicacy was to be feen at
the 4 court; the whole fcene of fenfibility was in the
ote 3 Prince’s bed. ‘This Monarch often lay down
was . with a heart full of love, and the next morning.
lith “ rofe with as much indifference.. ,

ow This account made me fhudder ; for I own
art 3 had ther formed a defign of winning the heart of
ich % that Prince. I was afraid that he was fo ufed to
:en  + change, as to be paft all conftancy.

I even, then, blufhed at the thought of. giving
ny 3 myfelf up to an inclination of no farther confe~
ic- i dquence than a mementary gratification of the
X~ fenfes ; but was fixed on my defign.-
ve

'y

; I'had often feen the King.at Verfailles; without
3a | being perceived by him; our looks had never

1 met; my eyes had a great deal to fay, but had no
he . opportunity of explaining my defires.. At length

I i I had an interview with the monarch, and, for
he the firft time, talked with him in private. ‘There’
ng. is no exprefling what paffed in me at this firft

M converfation; fear, hope, and' admiration, fuc-
is. @ ceflively agitated my foul. The King foon gif-
o pelled my confufion ; for Lewis XV.. is certamnly
5t @ the moft affable Prince in his court, if net in the
1e % whole world. Inprivate difcourfe- his rank lays-

. F no reftraint, and all ideas: of the throne are fuf-

& pended ; an air of candour and goodnefs diffufes
itfelf -through® every part of his behaviour; im
fhort, he can forget that he isa King, to be the
more a gentleman,

Our converfation was to me all charming : I
Pleafed and was pleafed. 'The King. has fince
owned to me, that he loved me- from that firft ine
terview. It was there agreed that we fhould fee
one another: privately at Verfailles ;: he was very
much formy immediately coming to'an apartment

m
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12 MEMOIRS of the

in the palace : he even infifted on it but Ibegged

he would give me leave to remain-ftill incognito
for fome time; and the King, being the moft

polite man in France, yielded to my requeft. On.

my return to Paris, a thoufand frefh emotions rofe
in my breaft. A ftrange thing is the human heart |
we feel the effe@s of thofe paffions of which we
know not the caufe. I am flill at a lofs whether I
loved the King from this firft meeting: that it
gave me infinite pleafure, I know ; but pleafure

is not always a confequence of love. We are

fufceptible of a multitude of other paffions, which

- may produce the like effe. :
- T experienced a thoufand delights in our fecret.
intercourfe < little do I wonder that Madame de la:

Valiere, in the infancy of her amours with Lewis
XIV. was fo tranfported with the fole enjoyment
of that Monarch’s affe@ion: but at length, the
King requiring that I fhould live at Verfailles, I
complied with his defire.

Now was my firft appearance at court. Very

" faint and imperfe@ are the defcriptions which
books give of this grand theatre. I thought my-.

felf gmidft another fpecies of mortals : I obferved
that their manners._and ufages are not the fame ;
and that in’ regard to drefs, deportment, and lan-
gage, the inhabitants of Verfailles are entirely
different from thofe of Paris. Every courtier,

befides his perfonal charatter, frames to himfelf

another, under which he aéts his feveral parts. " In
town, virtue and vice are_ftreightened ; here both

range at large. The pafions are the ftronger,.

as they happen to be at the fource of the meansiof
gratifying them. Private intereft, from whence
they derive all their aivity, is there in its centre.
"The Prince’s favour gives life and motion to the

courtier’s foul : without a beam from the threne,.

it isall a horrid gloom, o
o ' To
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Marchionéfs of PoMrapour. 13

‘To appear with dignity on this theatre ; where:
1 was an utter flranger, I faw that it behoved me
to make it my firft care to examine into the temper
of thole a&tors who played the capital parts.

Of his Majefty I knew nothing, but by common
report 5 and that, when it relates to a reigning:
Prince, is generally wrong ; either flattery attri-
buting too many virtues to him, or malevolence
charging him with too many vices. .

Lewis XV. is endowed with great natural parts,
a furprifing quicknefs of apprehenfion, and folidity
of judgment. He, at once, dilcerns the fprings’
which give motion to the moft complicated affairs:
of politics: he knows all the weaknefles of the
general fyftem, and the faults of each particular
adminiftration. This Prince-has a noble and
exalted foul: the blood of the ‘legiflator, the lrero,
and the warrior, runs in his veins ; but a parrow
education has ftifled the effeét of thefe advantages.
Cardinal Fleury, having not one great principle in
himfelf, trained this Prince to nothing but trifles s
yet this unequal education did not extinguith in
him the moft amiable qualiti€s which can adorn a
Sovereign. - It is impoffible to exceed the goodnefs
of Lewis XV’s heart : he is humane, mild, affa-
ble, compaflionate, juft, delighting in geod, 2
declared enemy to every thing which does not
bear the ftamp of honour and probity; &c. -&c.

Singular likewife are the virtues of the Queen-:
the has laid all domeftic hardfhips at the feot of the
crofs ;~fo far from lamenting a fate, which would
have embittered the whole life of another.Princefs;
the confiders it as a particular favour of Heaven,
from a perfuafion that Providence is pleafed to try-
her firmnefs in this life, in order to confer the:
greater reward on her in the next. None of thofe
fretful words. which fpeak a rankled heart ever

A came
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14 MEMOIRKS of the

came from her: fhe dwells with -pleafure on the
King’s eminent qualities, and draws a veil over his
weakneffes: fhe never fpeaks of him but with a
fenfible refpe& and veneration: it is impoffible for
any lady to carry Chriftian perfe&ion to a higher
degree, and to concenter fo many qualities in a:
rank, where the leaft defeéts efface the greateft:
virtues. ' ' ‘

The Dauphin, being at that time very young,
did not in the leaft concern himfelf in public affairs.
The King had ordered him not to interfere in po--

litics, and he feemed fufficiently inclined to con-

formi to fuch injun&ions.

The young Princefles kept pretty much in their
apartments, and read a great deal. Sometimes,-
indeed, they went a-hunting, dined with the King:
in-public, fhewed themfelves at the balls; then:
withdrew, without much minding the intrigues of:
the court. )

The Duke of Orleans, though. firft Prince of

the blood, feldom came to Verfailles: he had given:
into devotion, and fpent: his life in deeds-of charity..
" 'The Prince of €onti_was at that time in the:

- field, and whelly taken up with military glory.

.-Condé was very young, and his uncle Charolois:
fank in the moft debauched intemperance.

The other Princes of the royal blood had hitle:
or no fhare in public affairs; accordingly they ne--
ver came to Verfailles, but to be prefent at a great
council, or at the King’s levee.

* Cardinal Tencin bore a great fway at courtj:

the King confided in Him very much; {o that they’
often ufed to be bufy together. "Fhe moft weighty
concerns of the crown were put into this ecclefi-~-
aftic’s hands. Many extolled him as a great mini--
fter; but as I fcarce knew the man, I fhall fay no--
thing of him: yet, when:I think how much Fi‘arlz)oe:

, ’ : ag
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has fuffered by Richelieu, Mazarin, and Fleury,
I own I do not like to fee people of-that clafs at
the head of affairs. .

“The Count de Maurepas excelled all the mini-
fters of that time in genius, a&ivity, and penetra-
tion: he was of as long a ftanding in the miniftry
as Lewis XV. in the fovereignty. To him the
kingdom is indebted for feveral noble inftitutions.
It was he who re-flablifhed the navy, which, after
the death of Lewis XIV. had been moft thamefully
negle&ted. [ have been told that the Levant trade
was|entirely his wosk. He was.indefatigable in
his department; ang his difpatches were furpri-
fiogly accurate. I have feen many of his letters;
and think it is fcarce poffible to comprize fo many
things in fo few words.

The d’Argenfons, who had been' introduced
lately into the miniftry, had as yet no fettled cha- .
rafter: they were faid not to want either genius
or probity ; but that is not always fufficient for a
pproper difcharge of fuch a poft. I have heard that
many qualifications are requifite ; and that, if the
leaft of them be wanting, there is no making any
figure in the miniftry. ' :

The Count de St. Florentin, who managed ec-
clefiaftical matters, was little confidered either at
court or in town. He kept himfelf neuter amidft
the intrigues of Verfailles, minding only the bufi-
nefs of his own department. As ne great genius is
required to iffue letters de cacket, and banifh priefls;,
he filled his poft with all the dignity of a minifter
whofe only bufinefs is to fign. =

Orry, the Comptroller-general, was.looked up-
on as a man of abilities, from his talent at fchem-
ing pecuniary edi@s. Within fome months after 1
bad been fettled at Verfailles, he laid before the
King no lefs than twenty-five, and thefe were to

‘ bring. -
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‘bring in two hundred millions. He was called the
Grand Financier, from his finding refources for the
King, by impairing thofe of the ftate.

‘The Prince de Soubife was a man of parts and
difcernment. He knew a great deal ; but his friends
could have wifhed that he had noet embarked in war,

"The foldiery had no opinion of him: Perhaps in

this they were wrong ; yet a great man, who weuld
be ufeful to his country, muft give way to public
prejudice.

* Marfhal Noailles had,,-,le greater abilities ; fo
that it may be queftished whether ever any one
ftatefman or general poffefled,fo extenfive a2 know~
lege. The forming of him was an effort of nature.

" There is not a fciénce relating to political, civil,

and military, government, With which he was not
intimately Acquainted; but the exertion of thefe
-qualities was limited to tlie cabinet. His timidity
and irrefolution, in a day?of ation, benumbed his
faculties, otherwife fo &xcellent: his genius was
certainly vaft and extenfive; and I queftion whe~
ther Europe had his equal in council.

Marfhal Belleifle was then ‘in high reputation=
the court and town were full of his praife. There
was not in all France a man who had been at more
pains to acquire a fuperficial knowlege of ufelefs
things : He pretended to be acquainted with every
fubje&, and he had the art of making others be-
lieve fo; hence it was not in the leaft fufpetted
that he underftood the art of war as little as that

. of negociation : his manners were mild and engag-

ing, and he had an agreeable fluency of fpeech;
but he ‘was fo conceited of his knowlege, that al-
though he affe@ed 2 certain degree of modefty, ftiil
his deportment was fure to betray his pride: im
fhort, I never knew a vainer creature.

<" The Chevalier Belleifle did not affe& to have fo

much
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i much underftanding as his brotker, wkich fhewed

§ him to have the more; but he bad all the exceflive

ambition of the Marfhal, and left his lifé in attempt-
4 ing to force an intrenchment,  the fuccefs ¢f which
z would have raifed him to the fame rank.

4 The Duke de Richelien was fhill more idolized
than Marfhal Belleifle. The King could not be
without him. He was fure to be cne at the private
fuppers, and he-fuperintended all the diverfions of
Verfailles. Never was any man like him for ftrik-
ing out a party of pleafure, and enlivening it by
litle incidents. He made it his bufinefs to divert
the King, and was very alert in feizing every op-
portunity conducive to that end: but it was not for
i the King’s fake that he gave himfelf all that trou-
% ble: his motive of aéting was his own aggrandize-
% ment; for he is infatiably greedy of rank and dif-
4 tin&ions. 'Though of no genius for war, he had
.4 the ambition of being created a Marfhal of France;
i and without any political talents, he was for thrufts

& ing himfelf into the miniftry.

Maurice of Saxony was the hero of France : he
i was efteemed the kingdom’s guardian angel. I fhall
M fpeak of him when I come to treat of the battle of

g Fontenoy. : ' .

! Monfieur d’Etrées had the reputation of an able
general : I fhall make farther mention of him in the
fequel. . -

- The greater part of the other courtiers were
fubordinate officers: they ufed to come from the
army to Verfailles, and then go back from Ver-
failles to the army ; -all their bufinefs at court be-
ing about preferments. Thefle were the Dukes of
Grammont, Piquigny, Biron, la Valiere, Boufflers;
| Luxembourg; the Marquiffes of Putange, Mau-

bourg, Bregé, Langeron, Armentieres, éreil, Re-
nepont; the Counts Coigny, la Mothe-Houdan<
’ courty
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court, Clermont, Eftrées, Berenger ; Meflieurs d*
Aumont, Meufe, Ayou, Cibert, Cherfey, Buckley,
Segur, Fenelon, St. André; Varennes, Montal,
Balincourt, 1a- Fare, Clermont-Tonnerre, with
many more who were for raifing themfelves by the
fword.

There wss, at that time, fcarte a woman at
court who afpired at the King’s affeQions. ‘Thofe
of a diftinguifhed rank difdained to be the obje&s
of a tranfient love; and others, who courtcd  that
fituation, had neither beauty nor graces fufficient
to obtain it; fo that it was only Parifian Ladies
who entered into any of thefe intrigues, feveral
were fure to place themfelves in fight whenever
the King dined in public; and always attended him
to the chace: in fhort, they were ever dangling
after his Majefty, which was juft the very way to
come fhort of their aim. A

My thoughts were employed to fecure myfelf in
the ftation to which fortune had’ raifed me. The
King was with-me as often a5 the affairs of the
crown would allow ; leaving all grandeur behind
him, and coming into my apartment without any
thing of that ftate which attends on him at other
places : for my part, I clofely ftudied his temiper.

Lewis X V. is naturally ofya faturnine turn’: his
foul is fhrouded  in a thick gloom; fo that, with
every pleafure at command, he may be faid to. be
unhappy. Sometimes his melancholy throws him
into fuch a Ianguor that nothing affe&s him, and
then he is yuite infenfible to all entertainment and
pleafure. In thefe intervals, life becomes an in-

fupportable burden to him. The enjoyment of a

beautiful woman for a while diverts his uneafinefs;
but fo far is it from being a lafting relief, that his.

melancholy afterwards returns upon him with re-

doubled weight. -
Another
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Marchionefs of PoMPaDOUR. 19

Another misfortune in this Prince’s life is, the
continual confli€t between his devotion and his paf-
fions ; pleafure drawirg him on, and remorfe with-
holding him: Under this inceffant ftruggle, he is
one of the moft unhappy men in his kingdom.

I perceived that the King’s difpofition was not
to be: changed by love only: this put me on en-
gaging him by the charms of converfation ; which
has a ftronger influence with men than the paflions
themfelves. . Of this, hiftory furnifhed me with
an inftance in the perfon of his great grandfather.
Lewis XIV. had fo habituated himfelf to Madame

‘de Maintenon, that no other woman could make

any impreflion on him; and, tho” the court at that
time was full of celebrated beauties, Scarron®s wi-
dow, at an age when female influence over man is
generally on the decline, found means fo ftrongly
to fix his affeQion, that her death only put an end
to the charm. .

I planned a feries of diverfions, which, following
clofe on one another, got the better of the King’s
conftitution, and diverted him' from himfelf. I
brought him to like mufic, dancing, plays, and lit-
tle operas, in which I myfelf ufed to perform; and .
private fuppers terminated the feftivity. ‘Thus the
King lay down and rofe in perfe& fatisfaQion and
good humour. The next day, unlefs detained-on
fome great council, or other extraordinary cere-
mony, he would haften to my apartment, te take,
if 1 may prefume to ufe the expreflion, his dofe
of good humour for the whole day. He grew
fond of me from that inftin& which makes us love
what contributes to our happinefs. All the fa-
vourites before me had thought only of making
themfelves loved by the King : it had not come into
their heads to divert him. :

- Thus
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Thus I became neceffary to his Majefty ; his at~
tachment grew ftronger every day. I could have
wifhed that-our union had refted on love only ; but
with a Prince accuftomed to change, we muft do’
as well as we can.

After the firft moments of furprize, which na-
turally arifes in our minds upon any great change,
I, in my turn, gave myfelf up to unealy refle&ions.
Amidt all the King’s affe&ion, I feared the return
of his inconftancy. I could lay but little ftrefs on
my elevation; all bow the knee to the idol whiift
the Prince worthips it; but on his over-throwing

the altar, it is trampled under foot. Some days:

after I thought I had more reafon than ever to fear ;.
for the King, coming to fup with me, fecmed
more thoughtful than ufual.. Inftead of that gaiety
which began te be natural to him, his countenance
was quite clouded: all his talk was about politics,

the affairs of Europe, and difpatching a courier to

the army; thus, after a fhort converfation, he
withdrew. 'This abruptnefs filled me with alarms =
I had not a wink of fleep; and next morning I fent

him an account of my condition in the following

note:

¢ SIREs o

<t Your politics have quite broke -my heart. I
¢ was going to fay a thoufand pleafant things to
¢ you, had not your difpatches interrupted me. I
¢ have not clofed my eyes during the whole night;
¢ for God's fake, Sire, leave Europe to itfelf, and
¢ allow me to lay open to you the ftate of my
¢« heart, which is on the rack when you deprive
< me of any opportunity of telling you that I love
¢ you with an affe&ion, the end of which will
¢ be that of my life.” ’ :

The
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‘Marchionefs of PompapouR, 21

The King having read my letter, came in perfon
to my apartment to make me eafy ; and he was row
more gay than ufual. I thick I never faw himin a
better temper. He had already given me fome in-
fight into the great events at that time on the car-
pet, and I was for diving into the truth of thefe
abftrufe myfteries; but not a word did I then un-
derftand in politics. I have heard that the Englith
ladies have every morning ready laid on their teilet
a paper givirg them an account of the affairs of
Europe, whereas all that we French women find
there is our paint-boxes.

I applied to Marfhal Belleifle. < My Lord, be

g -%¢ fo kind as to inflruét me in what you call poli-

4¢ tics, which every bedy here is continually talk-
-¢¢ ing of.” He anfwered me -fmpiling, ¢ I.cannot
-#¢ bring myfelf, Madam, to ioftruct you.in a fcience
-¢¢ which will prove «deftru&tive to many.” Yet
the veteran courtier talked to me of fyftems, ard

.5 enlarged upon the methods to be ufed by a ftate for
"4 .its aggrandifement. :

After liftening to him for fome time, T conclud-
.ed, though a novice at court, that this fcience is

B not reducible to principles nor general rules, as to-

-tally depending on time, place, and circumftances,

8 and thefe almoft ever arifing from chance.

. In order to get aknowlege of the preceding ad-

‘miniftrations, 1 fet myfelf to read the hiftory of,our
i§ government; but it-was not in books that I fought

for this knowlege, having always looked on them
.as the fource of public errors. I confulted original
marufcripts, which were put into my hands by the
King himfelf. Here I faw all the former miftakes

and the original caufes of.them. T e
As it wastknown both at. Paris and Verfailles that
-Lew.is XV. was unfettled in his amours, his fa~
wourites had no very regular court. It often fell
' out
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.out that a lady whom the K.ing‘had diftinguifhed,

lay down in high favour, and rofe in difgrace : for
vacant employments and temporary grants the fa-

_vourites were praltifed on; but for the great pur-

}yofes of ambition other fprings than miftrefles were
et to work.

In the firft months of my favour fcarce any body
came near-me. ‘The Duke de Richelieu was the

only nobleman who vifited me in the King’s ab< g

fence ; but when, by the Monarch’s order, I made
my appearance as Marchionefs de Pompadour, and

his"Majefty was continually giving me marks of ~ -4

his efteem, the face of things changed.. Envy and °
ambitien formed two numerous parties. - ‘Fhe for~ -
mer blackened me with the moft virulent malice;
and the latter as much exceeded in the meoft ful-
fome adulation. ‘The motive in one was hope.of ..
perferment, the other a&ed from a defpair :fPive:

being preferred : both, however, joined in afking
favours of me. ’ .

~ T ufed my intereft with the King in behalf of
both. If I raifed a perfon to a confiderable poft,
or procured him. a large penfion, I furely drew on
myfelf a hundred enemies, befides his ingratitude.
At length all the kingdom came to pay their court
to me ; for the royal favour continued to fhine on

- me as bright as ever. They who had been the

moft forward in reviling my birth, now claimed
kindred with me. I fhall never forget a letter I
received at Verfailles from a gentleman of one of
the moft antient families in Provence, in the fol-
lowing terms:

« Dear Coufin, ' »

¢ Idid not know that T was related to you till

¢ now that the King has created you Marchionefs
% de Pompadour: a learned genealogift has de-
: “ monftrated

.
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Macchionefs of Poup AbouR: 22

4 .<¢ monftrated to me, that your great-grandfather
§¢¢ was fourth coufin to my grandfather; fo yom
‘4 ¢¢ fee, dear coufin, our alliance is indifputable.
1-¢¢ If you. dcfireit, I’ll ferd you our pedigree, that

+ ¢¢ you may fhew it to the King.

.¢¢ In the mean time, my fom, Yyour coufin,
who has ferved with diftin&tion feveral years,

* wants a regiment ; and as he cannot hope te
obtain it by his rank, -be fo good as to afk the
favour from the King.”

-1fent him the following anfwer: -

-S1R, .

% ¢ I fhall lay hold of the very firft opportunity
s to defire his Majefty to give your fon a regi-
53¢ ment. But I likewife have a favour to afk of
:;»“ you, which is to difpenfe me from the honour
% ¢ of being related to you. I have fome family

. }“ reafons which forbid me to think, that my fore-
2% fathers have ever been allied to any of thean- .
¢ tient houfes of this kingdom.”

# Half France would hide themfelves for thame,

B were I to give a detail of all the mean, fawnin

B letters fent to me by perfons of the firft families

@ in the kingdom. A Princefs could write to me in

i¥ this mapner :

2 ¢ My dear Friend,

"4« 1beg you would afk the King for a grant of

¢ farmer-general for Mr. Armand M——, a {u~

‘J#¢ perannuated clerk, whofe fortune I would gladly

. @4 make. For this favour I fhall hold myfelf ob-
$4 liged to.you as long as I live. ‘

¢ Iam, my dear,
¢ With all poffible regard,

"¢ Your moft humble fervant.”
T, . ~ 'The
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The public envy, however, increafing with the
fharks ot royal tavour, the world, at any rate,

would make me anfwerable for the events of the :

times. It has been in every body’s mouth, that
all the misfortunes of France were owing to me.

. If there were any grounds for fuch a charge, the

kingdom muft have been in a profperous and

flourithing ftate when his Majefty called me to .}

Veriailles ; whereas it was very far from being
fo. The caufe of the evil lay degp; fo that
France, under all its preflures,” was only fulfilling
its deftiny. 'The misfortunes of the adminiftration

in this reign are to be confidered as flowing from &

the former adminiftration.
At the time of the demife of Lewis XIV. the

Kingdom was in a dreadful diforder ; the debts of : o

the nation were immenfe, and the public credit
totally ruined; fo that the ftate then laboured
under an evil, which was not to be cured by tem-

porary remedies. Lewis the Great, by his ex- b

ceflive fondnefs for fplendor, had impeoverifthed
the people. ‘The preceding Kings were contented
with being the fltewards or managers of the general 3
wealth, but he made himfelf the proprietor of it-; _§
he became mafter of the nation’s treafure; all the
finances were in his hands : he had augmented the 3
crown revenues beyond all relative propertion ;
in the courfe of three years the whole fpecies: of

France came into his coffers : befides, his magni-

ficence had fet his fubjeQs "the pernicious example

“of impoverifhing them(elves by profufe expences.

‘The duke of Orleans, who was at the head of
the flate after Lewis XIV. fo far from reftoring e
order, increafed the confufion. He promoted a
fyftem of finances, which proved their utter ruin. £§
All the richies of the monarchy changed hands.
No fuch thing as money was tobe feen ; foreigners
ran away with one part, and domeftic ftock- |
jobbers
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th the Hobbers fecreted the other ; no plan of adminiftra-
" rate, oA oo could be contrived, capable of putting a flop
o the Mo evils, unprecedented from the very foundation
> that B monarchy.  This revolution greatly affected
> me. dhe feveral branches of the national ftrength.
* the dgriculture, trade, arts, and ingenuity, were
and erers by it, and ftill fuffer : for I have heard
€ o Fery knowing perfons fay, that the grand fyftem
be;l"g “Bad given birth to many detrimental f; yfems in the
that 2 . , .
lling Cardinal Fleury fucceeded him; and things
ation  Byent gill worfe : he alone did more harm to
from & e than all thofe before him, who had like
) o have ruined this realm. His particular qualities-
. the Were order, economy, and moderation ; virtues
ts of . Bycellent in a private” perfon, but in a ftatefman
redit - Bfien very great vices. All his view was, to fill.
ured j;g e treafury, fancying that if the King were but
em- 1}

Bch, the ftate would no longer be poor. Thus

€X- ' .Be went on increaﬁng the opulence of the crown,,
hed  Bom the people’s fubfiftence. Intent upon faving,
ted  Fe let the faVy run toruin, that is, he deprived
eral rance of the only way left for retrieving itfelf,
ity 3§ Fleury died ; but this produced no amendmen¢
the fBn the adminiftration. France had not a minifter
the Rapable of fetting things to tights. They who.
n;

@lvere put at the head of affairs, were very bufy,
-of  Mut without any knowledge. 1 have been told by

JNi-. very experienced perfon, who ufed to come and
ple ‘Mee me at Verfailles, that if at the Cardinal’s
. .Meath the miniftry had been put mto the hands of
of fn angel, he could not have done the crown much
ng Meood. He added, that all the moft able minifter

2  :&could do, was to Prepare materials for a better ad-
in. @miniftration, The government, faid he, has fix
Is. “Hcapital imperfe&ions, and thefe are not to be a-

ors  Fme ded. But by cafting the conflitution in a new

..j]_{ex.. L c - Anothét
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Another outcry was my being the fource of
favours, and that I difpofed of every thing in the

kingdom; with this addition, that I had brought -

the King to fuch a cuftom of vifiting me, as had

made it a kind of law to him, never to refufe me

any thing. To thisT anfwer, that it is an evil
both neceflary and natural to abfolute government.
Sovereigns muft either have a confidant or a mif-
trefs ;3 and of the two the ftate generally fuffers
moft by the former. Men in general have ambi-~
tious views, which a woman does .not trouble

herfelf about. 'The confidant .ftudies to avail .
himfelf of the prince’s favour in all the means of

raifing himfelf to the higheft fortune ; he gets
the fole management of the public finances; he

engroffes .the moft lucrative pofts, and diftributes ;

among .his relations and creatures, thofe which he
does zot take for himfelf : the confequence of this
is a general revolution in the government. In

fhort, he has fchemes of grandeur and elevation . 3

quite foreign.to our fex.

. I have read in the annals of our monarchy that 3§
Richeliew’s ambition brought a thoufand mifchiefs -2
on France : that favourite of Lewis XIIL facri- ‘§
ficed every thing toa giddy defire of appearing ‘g
to be the only perfon of confequence in the king- %
dom. He cut the very finews of the .political j

power of all other bodies. He annulled the pri-

vileges of the nobility, which alone could make
any ftand againft the defpotifm of ourKings; and
therein he did more harm to France, than ever it §

has to fear from any miftreffes. -

Mazarine, the fecond favourite, had an army 3

in pay, and perfonally made war on the ftate.

He imprifoned the princes of the blood, and raifed 8
fuch animofities and difturbances as in a manner 3§
fubverted all government. He got the public &
treafure into his pofleffion ; almoft all the mone);
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) the kingdom was in his coffers. He ufed ta
%ell the principal ftate employments: when the
ing wanted money he was obliged to apply to
- @im. And our times have feen Count Bruhl, the
‘ ing of Poland’s favourite exceed his mafter, i
‘ ktravagance. v :

& There are, at this time, feveral Dukes in the
Mingdom * whe give France caufe to remember
“at its Kings have had favourites; whereas what
freat fortune, what titles or diftin@ions has m
Mrother Marigni ? Die when he will, he wilk
‘Wave no monuments of the particular favour with
hich Lewis the XVth honoured me.

81" 4 I have been kikewife accufed of introducing inte
“ates ¥pe miniftry perfons of no turn for bufinefs, igno-
1he 20t fhallow, and fuperficial fellows : but where
this all I find any other in France ? The human mind
In pms to have been degenerated among us.
tion . . The French nebility, though moft concerned
" ;@ the public adminiftration, give no attention ta
‘hat finefs ; their life is a round of indolence, lnxuryg
riefs 4pd diffipation. They know as little of politics as
cri ﬁmm'ces. and ceconomy. A gentleman either
‘ing Sends his life at his feat in rural fports, or comes
ng- 9 Paris to ruin himfelf with an opera girl. They
ical JRho bave an ambition to figure in the miniftry,
ori- @ve no other merit than intrigue and cabal. If
ake ey are traverfed in their views, or afterwards
and -Jperfeded, fuch meafure is with them an effe& of
it e prince’s prejudice.
- 4l The age of able minifters in France feems paff.
my Mtter all my inquiries for a Colbert and Louvoiss
tey -Mcould only meet with Chamillards and Dubois’s s
‘feé E. that I was forced to commit all the branches of
er overnment to financiers by profeflion; a fet of
lic -

B * The duke of Richelieu, Mazagin, and Fleury.
Cz people



28 MEMOIRS of the

people vo.d of capacity, and only fkilful in one
thing, which is pillaging the ftate. :

My enemies have farther affirmed, that T put
the King on too frequent a change.of his minifters;
but that is an invention, which, in no wife, be- -
longs to me. Before ever I knew the court, place-
men were not more fettled in their pofts than fince,
Every day faw fuch creaticns and inftitutions ;

-and this, perhaps, may ftill be a neceflary evil in
France. Before thofe gentlemen are in place, no-
thing can come up to their plan of government; .
they have effe@ual ways and means for reforming '&.
every thing that is amifs; they know the feat of
the difeafe, and what will remave it: but.no fooner 3
have they got the reins of government in their -
hands, than their incapacity throws every thing
into confufion. On the public misfortunes they &
fcarce beftow a thought; all they mind is their
own perfonal intereft. The ambition of .being %
prime minifter foon gets footing in them ; and its ;¥
continual agitation leaves no room in.their mind
for any attention to the kingdom. Ten years of ¥
adminiftration in France make a minifter fo abfo- 3
lute, that he grows a mere Pacha ; any intimation %
of his is 2 peremptory order : the Grand Signior :
is not more defpotic at Conftantinople than a2 '§
French Secretary of State, after fpending ten
years at Verfailles.

It is the. fame with military affairs , however i
brave and courageous the French nobility may be, '3
they have little or no genius for war: the hardthip -4
of a campaign immediately puts them out of con- 4
ceit. France has no military fchool *. A young §

" nobleman is made a Colonel before he is an officer,
" and.then fteps into the general command, without 3§
any experience. If two Frenchmen are appointed

* The military fchool was but juft inftituted.
to ]
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“Mo-command the armies in Flanders or Germany,

mediately the fpirit of envy kindles among

! em, and they will gratify their private piques
And quarrels, whatever becomes of the ftate.” In

‘#he mean time, the ememy profit by thefe divi-
@ons, and forward their fchemes. In the late
War, the King was obliged tocommit, the fafety
his crown to two foreigners: had it not been

Zor the Counts Saxe and L.owendahl, the enemies
‘#f France might have been at the gates of
Paris. :

It is a miftake to think that a woman, who is in

eat of ‘Miftinguithed favour with a Prince, ftards in need

§f weak minifters and bad generals to fupport her :

capacity fpoils all and anfwers no purpofe. Po-

tical miftakes, at the fame time that they throw

fthade on the Prince’s glory, utterly efface the
ftre of his favourite. * I can truly fay, that moft
§f the vexations I have gone- through, fince my

efidence at eourt, proceeded from hence. On

fed to be melancholy and full: of thought; and
ough this Prince be extremely polite, and not
ne difobliging word came from- his mouth, yet
is difcompofure, at that times embittered every
ther enjoyment of my life. =

I never made a minifter, I never advifed the
ing to confer the commard of an army on any

ever ‘$8erfon, of whofe abilities I was not certainly con-

be, ‘#
con- 4§
>ung §
icer, #
::t’:é.vr boured under, when the King gaye me an apart-
Fment at Verfailles ; the occurrences of thofe times

inced, and whofe merit was not univerfally con-
effed. The great ufed to compliment meon it,
pnd the King himfelf congratulated me on my
pood judgment of men; their fitnefs was pro-
laimed by the univerfal voice.

I muft here mention the troubles the court la-

belonging to the plan of thefe Memoirs.  Without
Cs that
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that crowd of incidents which then fell out, and %%
which the King ufed to communighte to me, my <
favour perhaps had never rifen ‘to a height:

for the events of this world ate.al E d.lre&ed by
fecond caufes. 5

Ever fince the year 1741, Francc had contmued 5
to wage war in Italy, in Flanders, and in Germa- - i
ny. Charles the VIth. the laft male defcendant "3
of the houfe of Auftria by the male fide, had an
ambition, which was not to be limited even b
death ; he was for furviving himfelf, and tranf-
: mmmg his power beyond the grave.

This Prince, after acquiring a very large extént o
of dominions, had procured them to be guarantied - :£
by the chief powers of chriftendom. The fmall
military force at that time on foot in Europe, had
induced the Chriftian Princes, to fuch a weak
compliance. Italy was quite fpent ; all the petty
governments of the empire were under a palitical
flavery ; and the great houfes of the North were
dittle better. On the deceafe of that Prince all §
began to breathe, and every one clanmed their 3
refpetive right.

The Ele&or of Bavaria demanded a part of the i}
fucceflion ; Auguftus King of Poland fet forth '3
his pretenfions ; the King of Spain likewife put 3§
in for a fhare : and, what is more, there appeared
two pragmatic fan&ions ; one giving the Auftrian
dominions to the Archduchefs, fpoufe to the Polith
Prince ; and the other fecuring them to Maria
‘Therefa, Charles’s eldeft daughter. Such a con- |
“trariety of interefts muft of courfe give rife toa 3§

. general war ; but it began from a quarter which - 3
' pohcy would never have apprehended.

“The King of Pruflia, almoft the only Prince in
Europe who pad no pretenfions to the Aeftrian
fucceffion, yet made his demands, and, inftead of 3§
manifeftoes, afferted them by the {word. His }

troops 4
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%%, thoops invaded the very beft province of all the

Queen of
felves maft

gary’s dominions, and made them-
"of it. The crown was of no long

5 ¢ ftanding in the Brandenburgh family : it had firft

* obtained the title of Majefty from the Emperor
:Leopold; and this honour had little added to its
real greatnefs. 'The King of Pruffia was of littte

4 eccount among the European potentates ; and what

& claims he had to any of the Auftrian effeéts were
% merely on a private accourit; and turn on the
3% reftitution of fome duchies, which his family had
& been pofleffed of by right of purchafe ; yet he

-#4 invades Silefia as a fovereign.

s Ihave heard that Maria Therefa was on the
‘4 brink of ruin, when her very enemies faved her.
% The Hungarians, who for ages paft had been

/3 endeavouring to overthrow that family, now, one

,‘;;ia’nd all, vigoroufly rofe in her defence. '
%] 'The Duke of Belleifle told’ me, that this
=«Zchange in the political world was wrought by
3 that Princefs’s Haranguirig them in Latin; ¢« a

great change, indeed (added he), for had the
‘¥ Hungarians abandoned that princefs, very probably

we fhould have heard no more of the houfe of

38 Auftria.” ’

® Lewis XV. joined with the King of Pruffia to
7§ place the Ele&tor of Bavaria on the Imperial
1§ throne ;' befides the diverfiori occafioned in the
@ North by the ele&ion, the King faid, that the

houfe of Bourbon was now difcharging an old debt

with Bavaria. -
Were gratitude of any weight in the condu&

'; of Sovereigns, France might indeed be thought
‘§ to have taken arms in returgfor its obligations to
& ‘the Ele&ors of Bavaria, who have gver been firm

allies to this crown, and had fuftained: very confi-

A derable loffes in its caufe.
is 3

Ca . 'The
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The houfe of Bourbon joined with that of 4
Brandenburgh to weaken the fucceflion of Charles *
VI; befides, the exaltation of a Prince of the .
houfe of Bavaria to the Imperial throne fecured to
France an afcendancy in Germany. . '

It has been reported that the King of Pruffia,
at firft, offered Maria Therefa money and troops
to maintain her right againft the other powers,
on condition of her ceding Lower Silefia to him.
Had fhe agreed to this,. the affairs of Europe
would have taken a different turn. But, from
what I have perceived fince my living at Verfailles,
Princes often make a tender of what they have
‘no mind to give. 'This the Marfhal de Noailles -
called political compliments.

. Frederick had a fure game of it; and it isfeldom
that Princes afk of others what they can get by
themfelves. The houfe of Auftria was not able
to make head againft his invafion of Silefia ; no-
thing was in readinefs for preventing it ; therefore
France in a manner could do no etherwife than
declare “for the Pruffian Monarch. Accordingly
the treaty was made ; and to give it the greater
weight the King of Poland was made a party.; he
then little thought that this fame Frederic would
one day invade his dominions.

This confederacy was the bafis of feveral
others : the Palatinate, Spain, and, Italy came
into the plan; Spain wanted to procure Parma,
Placentia, and the Milaneze, for Don Philip.

All the negociations in Germany were commit-
ted to the Marfhal Belleifle. ‘The poor Eleétor of -
Bavaria, who was to be made Emperor, had nos
wherewith to raife fix regiments ; fo that, in the
war which we were now undertaking for his fake,
every thing was to be furnithed him. France as
it were armed him from head to foot ; and made
him ber Licutenant General in Germany : z}xlnd

: ' thus



Marchionefs of PoMPaDouRr. 33

“thus the fucceflor of the Cfars became a fubaltern
‘dofficer of the houfe of Bourbon : however, in
E confequence of his title, an army was fent for him
‘#to command. ’
% Whiltt one party was forming to overthrow:
gthe houfé of Auftria, another was gathering to
revent its fall. Holland and England, whofe
ommon intereft it was that there fhould be a
ower in Germany able to cope with Verfailles,
rere already making preparations for a German
ar ; but hitherto the houfe of Auftria received
nly pecuniary aids. o
Prague was taken, . and the Ele&or of Bava- .
ia proclaimed King of Bohemia, and foon af-
er Emperor. This. laft title he. firft received’
rom Marfhal Belleifle: thus a fubje& of the
King of France difpofes of a throne, which an--
iently, had difpofed of all the empires of the
orld. .

This Marfhal has fince faid to me, that the
court of Verfailles overfhot itfelf, and that the
slwar had been begun where it fhould have ended.
#The armies of the King of .France and the Elec-
tor of Bavaria, together with the Saxon. troops,
ere not fufficient for keeping the countries which-
t was neceflary to reduce. _
The viftors advanced - without ever looking
hind them, till Marfhal Belleifle, forefeeing
hat thefe vitories would foon occafion defeats,
hought it proper-to be- indifpofed, and afk leave
to retire:  Marfhal Broglio was difpatched to
him, and on taking a view of things, foon faw
ito the caufe of Belleifle’s indifpofition. Six
ears’ after, thefe two Generals being in my
§ apartment, the latter faid to the other concerning
this affair, faith, Marfbal, you played me a feurvy

¥ irick there,
Cs The
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‘The-Hungarian, made good all loffes of men :
and I have been fince told by connoiffeurs in milita-
1y affairs, that of infantry we fent a fufficiency,
but had forgot cavalry, which, in Germany, is the
more neceffary body.
The King of Pruffia’s drift was to profit by
the difadvantages of his allies : he had made con-
. quefts, which he carefully kept to himfelf, re-
. gardlefs of the loffes of his allies; but -he fhll 7
- wanted a decifive viQory to make himfelf dreaded - *

by the houfe of Auftria, with whom he was al- |
ready difpofed to come to terms. He fought the 3

battle of Czaflaw, which terminating in a com-
plete viftory on his fide, he remained inactive,
and foon after firuck up a peace with Maria
‘Therefa. ‘

Every thing now went againft France; her
troops were driven from their pofts, her convoys

intercepted, her magazines ‘feizéd, and the far -

greater part of the army perifhed by ficknefs.
"Then it was that the French Generals difcovered

the Pruflian Monarch’s temper. Marfhal Belleifle

has often told me, that he had feen into his way

of thinking ; but judged that the progrefs of the

French arms in Germany would force him to be
faithful to the alliance. So true.is this, added he, 3
that on the firft rumour of our misfortunes, I faid
to M. de Broglio, the King of Pruffia now will
- pifi fides.

One ‘of the articles of the treaty was, to re-

nounce his alliance with the houfe of Bourbon; . 7§

and thus the French troops were facrificed.
For that, faid a very knowing man to me, not

long fince, we may thank the council of Verfailles,

which, inftead of fuch a body of troops as would

have been equal to any undertaking, had only fent

fmall armies, whofe ficknefs ruined them as faft as 8

they came, B
“The |}
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i ‘The Emperor, being but ill affifted by Franee,
Jwas flying before his enemies ; he had quitted his
.ncy, dkapital, and was at a lofs where to_fhelter himfelf.
$is deftiny feemed the more melancholy, as he
Wwas on the point of being tumbled down from the

by -Bigheft pitch of human exaltation.
con- ‘g Of all his mortifications the moft fevere cer-
re- ;#ainly was his being forced to become a fuppliant
flil  “Bo his capital enemy, the Queen of  Hungary.
-ded . ##He made her an offer to limit his ambition to the
s al- . \@mperial crown, and defift from all his claig to
the  3he Auftrian fucceflion. =
s>m- @ But things now went fo well with Maria~The-
ive, ~“efa, that, inftead of a moderate anfwerto thefe
‘aria  Zpropofals, fhe very nearly called him rebel, and-
‘ériving him out of Bavaria, fignified to him that
her ihe only fafe fhelter for him in Germany was the
-oys  ferritory of the empire. ,
far -3 England’s hands were tyed ; Maillebois, at the
" . Bead of a large body of troops, had obliged George
red -§@1. to fign a treaty of neutrality, and the Dutch
ifle ;i@vere unable and as little difpofed to interfere in the
_ay  MMfairs of Germany.
the Robert Walpole, then the ruling minifter in
be ‘SGreat Britain, was all for peace, as underftanding
1e, :igpothing of war. Every minifter in Europe, (as a
2id an of great wit, who often came to me at Ver-
il illes, pointed out-to me) has his peculiar talents, -
pccording to which he gives the bias to public
- ~Mffairs:  Walpole’s fyftem .was that the power of
s reat Britain lay in trade, and that fuch a nation
? -85 to keep clear of fieges and battles. )
ot "The king fhewed me feveral of that minifter’s
o8, tters to Cardinal Fleury. In one he fays,
1d ‘¢ Iengage to keep the parliament to a peaceable

¢ difpofition, if you will bridle the martial ardour
H of your people ; for a minifler in England can~
88 < not do every thing,? &c. &c.

' Is
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In another, .
«¢ | bave a deal of difficulty to. keep our people
< from coming to blows; not that they are bent on
€< quar, but becaufe I am for preferving peace ; for
<< our Englifb politicians muft be ever fkirmifbing,
€ either in the field or at Weflminfier.
In a third letter he exprefles himfelf thus: .;,
¢ | penfion balf the parliament to keep it quiet;
¢ but as the King’s money is nat fufficient, and they N
¢ tn ~vhom I give noney clamour loudly for a war, it
e e ex,{m{mzt Sor your lz.mmemf to remit
. e millions of French livres, in order to
v gefe barkers.  Goid is a metal which bere
s . s il qualities in the blood. A penfion of.
" <€ two thoufand pounds a year will make the moff
€ impetuous warrioy in parliament as tame as a

lamb. In fhort, fbould England break out, you

“
~

¢ avill, befides the uncertainty of events in war, be Y

¢ under the neceffity of paying larger [ubfidies te
¢ forzign powers, to be on an- eguality with usy
s whereas, by furnifbing me with. a little money,
 you purchafé peace at the firft band.’ &c. &c.
But. Walpole having been obliged to quit the
miniftry, Great Britain fided with the houfe of
Auftria. She was already at war with Spain. The
Englith fent a large army into Flanders, before
ever the court of Verfailles had thought of gar-
rifoning its ftrong places, fo that the way lay open
for them into France; and why they did not enter
it, will ever remain a fecret. A Britith minifter
has fince told me, that there were at that time too
many malecontents in the army; and that the in-
vafion of France was omitted, purely in fpighttoa
party, who had ever maintained, that the only -
way to reflore the balance of Germany, was to
~ penetrate beyond Flanders. Thus, added the mi-
uifter by way of refleQion, our government which 3}
15 U
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i

- is looked on as one of the beft modelod in Europe,
sesple 3§ i facrificed to private paffions.
'nt on Prague, that city on which France had founded all
s for 4 s hopes, began to be defpaired of ; and from thence
bing, % it was that, fome time after, Belleifle made that

: fine retreat, with which, every day of his life af-
# terwards I was fure to be entertained; for the old
uiet; . Y man was very vain. He ufed to fay, it was the
they % fineft military performance the age had feen. .
aryit % * All Europe was in a ferment. Italy % /0  Yen
"emit % armsto defend a liberty which itno long githd =7 %
v to. & T have been told that the Pope himfelt JroeZH Y
bere é treaties tending to continue and f{pread . =~ *

mof. " % 'The balance of Europe feems to have uc.u the
moft % point in queftion; but. all flates aimed at giving
25 @ 4 France fome underhand wounds.

yow % Cardinal Fleury, though he had avoided war,
> be  .*y had not ftudied peace fo much as he cught. He
s 1o ; had, for fome. years paft,. perfe@ly doated through

usy "% length of age, and. his fticklers took his reveries
€y 3 for fo many refined ftrokes of policy..

% Some people in France have greatly cried up his
the 38 order and economy, whereas they were nothing
of more than the effe&s of his niggardlinefs; for fo pe-
“he - nurious was he, that he never could prevail on him- ,
e felf to furnifh his houfe. All the affairs of France

ar- % favoured of avarice and parfimony:

en :"} " On his death, the King became his own mafter; -
& for till then Lewis had been in reality only the fe-

‘er 4 cond perfon in the ftate: but he made not the leaft
oo alteration in the tenour of affairs. The fame faults
‘n- @ went om; fo that a judicious perfon who, at that
>a 48 time, had a-place at court, told me lately, that things
ly - 3% looked as if the Cardinal had been living-after his
to death, fmall armies being fent into Germany, b
1i-

way of ceconomy; which all perithed like the for-
: mer.
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mer. 'The Dutch, after many prayers and threats,
had declared themfelves.

I have been told by a perfon who has made it his
bufinefs to obferve the policy of every nation, that
the Dutch have two maxims from which they
never depart, the firft is, whatever wars arife be-
tween the great powers, to be always neuter, that
they may engrofs the whole commerce of Europe.
The fecond is, to watch the moment of France’s
being aver-powered by its enemies, and then de-
clare oaft it. It was unqueftionably in confe-

.quence.. the latter, that they joined their troops
to thofe 0. England, and took the field. This laft

alliance was offenfive and defenfive, and all Europe

found itfelf in a flate of war. ,
Germany, Holland, Flanders, Piedment, and
every part of Italy, fwarmed with foldiers.. The
Count d’Argenfon calculated that Europe had then
-nine hundred thoufand men on foot,. ready to cut
each others throats, without any known reafon.
Particularly France was ruining its finances, and lo-
fing the flower of its people, to no manner of pur~
pole; for, after all, faid an able politician to me:

one day, on this head, what was an Ele&tor of

Bavaria’s being Emperor .of Germany to us; or

Don Philip being Duke of Parma? I fhall never -

forget what I read in Voltaire concerning this: J¢
was, {ays he, a game that Princes were playing alf
over Europe, bazarding, pretty equally, their peo-
ple’s blaod and treafure; and by a medley of fine
altions, faults, and loffes, keeping fortune a long
time ju/}énded. It muft be obferved that, amidft
all this fighting, no war had been declared; the
greater part of the troops flaughtered each other

only as auxiliaries. '
Charles VIL. the caufe of this general ‘confla-
gration, had now neither fubjes nor dominions left ;
he
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I he was not allowed fo much as to bear the title of
¥ Emperor, the only honour remaining to him; and
2 his ele&ion was declared all over Germany to be
pult and void; fo that he faw himfelf reduced to
;accept of a peutrality in his own caufe. This ftep

jalone ought to have put an end to the German
Sjwar 3 but, by my own experience, I have fince

Xknown, that princes do not make war from any
‘AconneQed fyftem, but only as coinciding with the
73 motions of fecond catifes. :

The large French armies were now withdrawn
Jout of Germany; indeed moft of the troops left
'3 there had been made prifoners of war. ‘The Mar-
““3fhal de Noailles has feveral times faid to me, that
% of all the political errors committed in Europe for
% thefe thoufand years paft, the German war was’
3 the greateft,

% In reading the hiftory of that time, it appeared
Jto me, that of all the princes engaged in the war,
" «Emanuel King of Sardinia was the only one who

% had any fhadow of reafon for it. France was for
‘@ fettling contiguous to his dominions, a prince of the
houfe of Bourbon, whofe fettlement muft have
been highly inconvenient to him ; accordingly, in
order to exclude this dangerous neighbour, he
i ftruck in with the enemies of France.- From the
/4 beginning of the war, this prince had affifted the
‘Jhoufe of Auftria, and now entered into a treaty
+§ withit. England fupplied him with money to de-
g& fray the charges of the war: but the Queen of
Hungary went farther, conferring on him a little
ftate, which did not belong to her *.

France, in 1744, declared war againft England,

% and the houfe of Auftria; and foon after this de-

* The country of Final, which belonged to the

3 Genoefe.

claration,
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claration, a great proje& was taken in hand :: over-
tures were made to Prince Edward, the Pretender’s
fon, for recovering the throne of his anceftors,

He was a fpirited,. bold, courageous young man,
quite tired of leading an indolent life at Rome, and
impatient to fignalize himfelf. -

The houfe of Stuart is fo unfortunate, that I
queftion, whether it would-be in the power of all
Europe joined, to reftore it to its antient rights.
There feems fomething. of a fatality annexed to
that name. ‘

France made all the preparatives in his favour;.

and gave him all the afliftance which the pofture of
affairs could admit of; but the whole defign mif~
carried. A long time after, I, one day, afked the
King, whether it had been his real intention, to
place the Pretender on the throne of Great Britain ?
his anfwer was, that neither he mor-his-council ever
thought it praticable; that. this refloration de-
pended on.a multitude of fecond caufes, the courfe of

which was no longer under any political direétion. -

The Marfhal- de Noailles one day faid to him in
my hearing, Sir, if your Majefly would bave had
mafs faid in-London, you fbould bave fent an army
of three hundred thoufand men te officiate at it..

In the mean time,- young Edward,- eager of do--

ing fomething to be talked of, put to fea, and had
a diftant view of the kingdom, the pofleflion of
which both fate and policy denied to him. A tem-
peft difappointed his landing, and fcattered his
fleet ; . yet the ardent Pretender would, in fpight
of the wind, make his landing good, and fight alone
againft all England. Verfailles had received the
moft particular affurances, that he had a very
ftrong party at London, and it was on this plan
that the expedition had been formed, I

k1
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It is not very long fince I happened to be at the
arfhal Belleifle’s; as he was looking for fome
“gwritings in his clofet, he put a paper into my hand,
Yaying, There, Madam, there is fomsthing for you
@2 read; that letter has coft us a great many mil-
dions, which are gone to the bottom of the fea; it
Fvas diredled to the court of France, by a party of
‘Jacobites, as they are called in England. 'The

% <« The tabernacle is ready, the boly facrament
8¢ need but appear, and we will ga and meet it
i with the crofs. The proceffion will be numerous,
¢ but the people bere being very hard of belief, fol-
¥¢ diers and arms will be neceffary; for it is only
&% by powder and ball, that the [yflem of tranfub-
¢ flantiation can be made to go down in England.
s#¢ Depend on ity that we will do every thing to the

§: utmoft of our power; and we can before band

3% affure you, that the landing once made, our party
¢ will bave nothing to do but to pronounce thefe

B words : ite, Mifla eft..

In this letter were mentioned twenty-two per-

ons, feveral of whom now hold a confiderable rank
«8n England. Sometime after, he fhowed me ano-
“#kher, the tenor of which is this. :

¢ Whatever pesple fay, the expedition is not
difficult : a landing may eafily be made, every thing
Jfavours the revolution; the advantages religion
gives usy will be greatly firengthened by-political

< motives. T'be Hanoverian is bated, be is conti-

nually oppreffing the nation, aiming both at abfolute

e powers and draining the people’s fubflance.”

The attempt on England failing, freth efforts

ggwere made in Italy for fettling Don Philip; but
#gthis the King of Sardinia, who has the key of the

& Alps, oppofed; and the Prince of Conti engaged
to make his way through them. - This was in fome
meafure
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meafure warring againft God, who has feparated

the two flates by inacceflible mountains. I have
had feveral times read to me in my apartment, the
tranfadtions of that Prince in thofe impra&icable
climates; the taking "Chateau Dauphin, and his
other fucceffes amidft thofe rocks and precipices:
and the Prince of Conti in this expedition appears
to me greater than many heroes whofe fame is
high; but great men have not always juftice done
them.

Lewis XV, who never had féeen an army, was,
now for putting himfelf at the head of his troops,
and determined to make his firft campaign in Flan-
ders. On his arrival, Courtray furrendered ; and
foon after Menin followed its example. The King
himfelf, to the great encouragement of the foldiery,
ufed to be prefent at the works. '

‘This firft campaign of the King’s having been
much talked of in France; on the peace, I afked
his Majefty, whether he had found in himfelf a
fixed inclination for war. He at firft eluded an-
fwering me, and talked 'in gemieral terms; buta
year after, int one of thofe moments of confidence,
when the heart lays itfelf open in the arms of friend-

thip, he “told me it would have been his reigning

paflion; and that, without the recent example of
his great-grand-father, and Cardinal Fleury’s

earneft councils to him, he thould totally have

given himfelf up to war : but that the affeGion due
to his people had got the better of his paffion.
Happy government, when the Monarch facrifices

his propenfions to the welfare of his fubjeéts !
Lewis was obliged to quit his firft conquefts, |
and fly to the affiftance of Alface, Prince Charles
having paffed the Rhine to invade feveral of the
French provinces; but upon the King’s approach £
at the head of his army, the prince repaffed the
Rhine. X
- All
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‘§ Al the advantages which France had gained in
# Flanders did not much improve its fituation. The
& Queen of Hungary’s alliance with England, Hol-
“? land, Sardinias and Saxony was too great a coun-
“sterpoize. The king of Pruflia himfelf made a con-
swention with Great Britain, but had not included
“#n his agreement that the houfe of Auftria thould
ecome {o powerful. In treaties between Sove-

'-%reigns, it is always underftood, that the party in

“##favour of whom a neutrality is obferved, fhall not
“4increafe his forces beyond a certain relative pro-

portion : now the houfe of Brandenburgh has more
“i3to fear from that of Auftria than from any other
:4in Europe; fo he kept himfelf a mere fpetator of
“#the war, whilft the loffes of France and the empe-
j*'fror were inconfiderable; but on thé queen’s mak-
1ing a rapid progrefs, he armed to flop her career.
I have firce %requently atked the Marfhal de
~Noailles, one of the greateft politicians in France, -
2why Sovereign Princes make no fcruple to commit

_# thefe breaches.of faith, which in common life are
{8reckoned intolerable vices? His conftant anfwer
Mwas, that thefe infraGions were neceflary, and that

I Europe even owed its fafety to them: were it not
for fuch failures, the univerfal commonwealth
‘A would foon be made fubje& to one fingle prince ;

#and this he might compafs, only by once bringing
he others to ftand neuter. '
The King of Pruffia’s firft ftep, after h's new

" alliance with France, was, to march with a powet-
‘@ ful army towards Prague. Whilft all France was
8 rejoicing at Frederic’s fucceffes, advice came that
- 5% the King was taken ill at Metz, and the fymptoms
% Were grown very dangerous: this caufed a general
4 affliGtion; T remember every body was in tears,
§ Thefe cordial marks of affe@ion are a higher praife,
§ and' exprefs his charaQer better than all the flat- -

tering
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tering ftrokes with which wr:ters will disfigure his
hiftory. I have talked with many who were pre-
fent at the death of Lewis XIV. and according to
them, not a tear was fhed in France. Nobody
was " afflicted with the news; and his death was

quite forgot before he was buried; heroifm being =

lefs efteemed than goodnefs; and Lewis XV. is
the beft Prince that ever {at on a throne.

The beloved Monarch recovered, and then the
nation’s joy exceeded its former confternation. He
laid fiege to Friburg in Brifgau, and razed its for-
tifications, as he had demolithed thofe of other

places which had yielded to his arms: A policy,

which, perhaps, may prevent many wars here-
after.

M. de Maurepas was faying one day to me on
this head, that the Turks and Perfians have fcarce
any fortified places, and that was the reafon of
their feldom making war on one another. I have

fince heard, that moft of our wars'in Europe were -

owing to this; that ftates confided too much in °

baftions and citadels, which hindered negociations

from taking effe&.. If fo, the famous Vauban,

whofe genius is fo often extolled, muft have done
a great deal of mifchief to France.
In the mean time,- the King of Pruffia, who by

arming in favour®of France, had changed all the °

German fyﬂ:ems, decamped. from Prague; his 8§

army fled before that of Prince Charles, who, re-
paffing the Rhine in the fight of the French,
croflfed the Elbe to attack .the Pruffians. I never

eould come at a certain knowledge of this Prince ¥
Charles, who dire@ed moft' of the plans of this 3
war; fome {peaking fo very well of him, and others -J

fo very ill, that I have not been able to form any,

fettled judgment of his chara&er.

Marfhal Noailles, who knows.men, has told me ,A
that
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-s$that this Prince wanted neither talents nor ‘genius,
#Abut that the goodnefs of his heart fruftrated the
Aqualities of his mind. Inftead of having a will of
"This own, added he, he fuffers himfelf to be dire&-
. bed by thofe about him; and thefe are not always
~:#he beft head-pieces in the world. For inftance,
fontinued he, Prince Charles is now at Bruflels as
Governor of the Low Countries; but there is a
#German about him, who turns and winds him at
#his pleafure, and his plealure is not always what

# The Auftrian power, which had been weakened
'#by the king-of Pruffia’s joining with France, now -
-#received an increafe by an alliance with the Elec-
-&tor of Saxony, King of Poland. This Monarch
#Mchanged meafures for the fame reafon which had
Rinduced the King of Pruffia to change.

M All parties in thefe treaties deceived each other.
‘8 F rance looked for mighty advantages from a'diver-

" Mion which the King of Pruflia was making only

2Rfor himfelt; and the King of Poland, who had en-
gaged to furnith the Queen with thirty thoufand
:3men, had a part of Silefia given to him, which
“Hnow did not belong to.her. :
M8 . Elevated with this alliance, and efpecially the
.. Bafliftance of England, the council at Vienna hoped
‘#gnot only to recover Silefia, but even to reduce
~MFrench Flanders. They certainly did not confider
Wthat Lewis XV. had committed the fecurity of it
40 one, who was moft likely to give a good ac-
3} count of it to the kingdom: This was Count Mag-
g vice of Saxony.
Other officers owe their abilities to age, reflec-
i#¥tion and experience, but he was born a General. His
g very enemies (and thefe at Verfailles were not few)
[ have done him this juftice, that never man fur-
pafled him for a quick and comprehenfive penetra-
. tion,
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tion. He inftantly difcerned what other com- -
manders difcovered only by time and circumftances,
Maurice not only forefaw events, but alfo produc-
ed them; fo that he may in fome meafure be faid
to have determined_fate. This general made war
geometrically, never coming to a battle till he had
in demonftration gained it. He was faid alfo to
be poffeffed of the great Turenne’s dittinguifhing
qualities, that is, to harrafs and perplex the enemy
by his dexterity in encamping and decamping; a +1
kind of petty war, which feldom fails of leading to 5§
great advantages. K
This pi&ture, however, is none of my own; I
. only fpeak after fome of the trade, who ufed to
talk to me in this manner. .
Whilft the war was profpering abroad, things o
went wrong at home. ‘The King was at a lofs for
minifters. The Count de Maurepas put the ma-
rine in as good a condition as the Englifh and the "M
ftate of affairs would allow : but the other depart- .8
ments were in a terrible diforder. The foreign 4
affairs were offered to one Villeneuve, an old man,
who had been a long time ambaffador at the. Porte, 4
where, though his merit has heen much' cried up, 3
he had ruined the Turky trade, by turning mer- ‘3
_ chant himfelf. He came home from his embafly ¥
with immenfe riches, chiefly extorted from the. .8
merchants of Marfeilles. His principal qualities: #
were management and parfimeny. Thefe virtues, S8,
fo much countenanced by Cardinal Fleury, were 1
greatly in vogue at Verfailles. Niggardlinefs bore 3
the fway. The decrepid ambaflador declined the §
poft, doubtlefs as being attended with more pains i@ =
than profit. Befides, I have heard thofe who -SF
knew him perfonally, fay, that he was not in the £
leaft fit for that branch of government.. His abi- ¥
lities had been much talked of, for having broughs
about a peace between the Porte and the houfe of 4
Auftria; 7
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uftria; but at Conftant:nople, thefe fort of ‘nego-
iations are carried on without a minifter’s having
y great fhare in them. I have it from M. _de
aurepas, that the chief inftrument in that affair,
%as a French linguift, one de Laria, who was
@rely well acquainted with the temper of the
Furks, and had been employed by Villeneuve in
at negociation,

4 In the mean time, affairs in Italy did not go fo
#ell a5 could be withed ; Don Philip had tiken
nd retaken Savoy, but could not make his way
‘@to the country of Placentia, \
BT e King of Naples, whom only a captain ‘of
& Englith-thip had compelled to a neutrality, be-
Mufe he was not in a condition to arm, broke it as
2Pon as he had got himfelf in readinefs for war.

& He had-advanced as far as Veletri, where Prince

: pbkowitz endeavouring to furprife him, was him-

MYt furprifed. 'The lofs was great on both fides,
«A8d; as I have heard from very experienced officers,
e cafe was then as it almoft ever is on fuch oc-
i fions, they both weakened themfelves, and with-
t any advantage even to the vior.

Lobkowitz fled before the King of Naples, who
4riued him into the Ecclefiaftical State ;" fo that
Wome itfelf was in 3 confternation, on feeing two

56

BA fmall event, which fell out at this time in -
germany, fhews the great injuftice of war, in
‘MPpking ‘the belligerant powers overlook the v

. ls (;f nations, which fhould every where be in-
Dlable,

¥erman courts in,quality_ of his ambaflador, and,
& fuch, he was negociating ﬂl‘e affairs of the

way along the
rts of the country of Hanover, was feized, and

tover to England a5 3 ftate prifoner,
"This
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- This general was treated with great regard, and *
one of the royal feats appointed for his refidence;
but this {plendid hofpitality only the more expofed

the injuftice of that pation.

"The Marfhal has fince told me, that he was not
at all forry for his detention, as it had given him
an opportunity of ftudying the temper of that ca-
pricious people in their own country. I have heard
him fay a hundred times that a Briton was the rid- %
dle of human’ nature; he would fay, it is eafy to -
difcern what the bulk of the nation is, but there is
no knowing the individuals. According to him, a - j
definition may be given of the Englifh in general,
but it is impoflible to fay what an Englifhman is.

Vienna, Berlih and Verfailles, were bufied in
the fame plans which had been concerted in the @
council, when an unforefeen event brought on fome
change in the difpofitions. " Charles VII. that un-
fortunate emperor, who bad not known a mo-
ment’s quiet on the auguft throne of the Cefars,
died. If it be nature only which can make men i
happy, he was of all men the moft miferable. He
had long laboured under great pains and fufferings -3
from the badnefs of his conftitution; and ambition, ‘3
which is ever the predominant diftemper in fove- 3
reigns, added to his bodily pains: amidft his infir- 3
mities, all his thoughts were about fecuring shim- ¥
felf on a throne, which the ill ftate of his health ¥
was foon to deprive him of. Many were the vi- ‘3
ciffitudes of his reign. He was once very near be-
ing without a place to hide his head. He has often
been obliged to quit his capital, and fhift his abode; §
fo that the fucceffor of the mafters of the world ]
was fometimes without either houfe or home.
" He was paid by France for being Emperor. He 3
had an allowance of fix millions of livres-to fupport g
a rank which, for that very reafon, did not belong
tohim. 'They who are acquainted with the caufesf;j ‘

ol
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, and "9 the rife and fall of the houfes, fay, that the mif-
:nce; ortunes of that of Bavaria were owing to its alliance

pofed With that of Bourbon; and this, it feems, will -
Bver be the cafe of petty flates uniting with the
snot {ieater.
him “@ On the deceafe of Charles VII. France looked
" ca- 4t for an Emperor in Germany ; for that Charles’s
veard -§n could quietly fucceed his father, was impoffi-
.rid- “{fle. He was not of a proper age; neither had he
y to ' fe means to maintain himfelf on the Imperial
:re is j#rone, even had there been an intention to place
1, 2 - #m on it: yet was he thought of, but no farther
2ral, “Yan in appearance; it was only a feigned fcheme. .
is. . ) very ienfible man was lately faying to me,
1 in §here is a meannefs in princes which I cannot for-
the @ve: they feign to with what they do not intend,
ome ‘W yet at as if they did intend it. ‘This duplicity
_un- -M@s coft the lives of multitudes of brave men, and
mo- #ns the commonwealth.
‘ars, -¥Some fruitlefs ftrokes were again ftruck. for in-
nen ing the Imperial fceptre to a Prince, who was
He own not to be able to keep it; but the young .
ings - 4leCtor, with more wifdom than his father, re- °
ion, nced a throne om which his allies could not
Ive- intain him, and thereby did more good to
1fir- ‘“#iance, than could have accrued to her from the
im- 8t happy fuccefles of her policy.
alth AA tender was then made to the King of Poland g

- in this choice, France had the advantage of

be- &aching from the houfe of Auftria a powerful
“ten AMVereign. It has been faid that the Ele&or of
Je; “Jony declined the empire: but Marfhal Belleifle
orld MK me, that he could not accept of it, and that

faw the impra&icability of fuch a thing, on the

He ¥y firft mention made to him of it. A King of.
yort oL, L D Poland, ™~
ang
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Poland, Emperor.of Germany, would have thrown
all the northern courts into a lame; and this double

- Monarch would have had as many wars on his
hands, as, there were then Sovereigns in Germany.
"Thus feeing the impoflibility of fuch an acquifition,
he made a-merit with the Queen of Hungary. of his
inability, entering into a clofer alliance with her,
for placing the great Duke of ‘Tufcany, her fpoufe,
on the throne of the Czfars. Could it be thought

i
i

e

#

b

that policy was no motive herein, the Kingof Po- #

land might be accounted a Prince of eminent pro-. *

bity. He had a defenfive treaty. with the Queen 3
of Hungary, fo that.he facrificed his ambition to 3
that alliance; a.very rare procedure in the hiftory -
of fovereigns!

The Prince of Seubife, talking over thefe mat-
ters with. me, faid, that the irregularity of the -
treaties in Germany, after the death of Charles VIL
had-forced France to be more regular in its con-
du& relating to the northern affairs; and ever fince

it has kept itfelf to a defenfive war, which certainly

‘was its only proper policy.

Germany. being left to itfelf, Flanders became

the feat of a&tion. Maurice had prepared every #
thing there for one of thofe bold ftrokes which de- 3
termine the deftiny of ftates. He- laid fiege to-
Tournay, the King himfelf being prefent in per- *}
fon; this fiege endangered Holland, which on this
oceafion was eager for coming to blows. E

It was with aftonifiment I read in. the annals of §
thofe times, that this tribe of merchants, who have ;
po thoughts beyond trade.and parfimony, fhoulty
now have been the firft incalling for a battle, the:
‘lofs of which might have been fatal to the re
public. ~

b
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i The battle of Fontenoy was fought, and the
““Illies loft it. This viQory has made a great noife:
the world; but by the detiil which a general

any. ‘ghfficer at my defire gave me of it, 1 do not find it
ion, b be one of thofe events which greatly heighten.a:
“his  Ration’s glory.
her, The French army was much more numerous
>ufe, Man the allies, and both the King and Dagphxn' :
1ght  Bvere prefent; the prefence of thefe two Princesy
Po- Bus eye-witnefles of the bravery of.their troops,
pro-. .sseated a fecond courage, which in gaining viGo«
ueen es goes farther than the firft: the magazines were
2 to ARl; the foldiers wanted.for nothing ; the houthold+
tory -“Joops were there; and the whole was commanded
A an experienced feneral, whom the troops ido-
nat- ‘Jeed, as capable of the greateft enterprizes: the
the inces of the blood, the Dukes, Peers, and al«
VIL ft all the nobility of the kingdom, fought along
con- “3Wth the foldiery, fharing their dangers and glory 3
fince 4§ a word, the whole French monarchy was pre~
ainly §int at Fontenoy. 1If, with all thefe advantages,
e allies had got the better, there would have
-ame -3iken an end of the monarchy ; for thd enemy was:
very rching to the gates of Paris. I am far from in--
1 de- linding here to leflen the glory of Marfhal Saxe,
e to-ijiho condu&@ed the a&ion. - T
" per- He has often given me an account of it fince the
this Jeace, and I find that here, tho’ then very low im»
‘ @lth, he furpaffed himfelf. His thoughts were-
als of Jlery where, and he remedied every thing : what=

er an able commander could do, he really pers.
rmed. Some perfons of the trade, however, have
firmed to me, that very great faults were com=
tted that day ; and that to repair them, it was
@quently neceffary to difobey the General’s or~

’ . D2 ders,

k3
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. ordered to quit it.  But in my opinion, one of the
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ders. ‘The Duke de Biron took on himfelf to keep
the poft of Antoin; though he had been exprefsly

moft confiderable was, leaving the King and the
Dauphin, during the whole a&ion, on the fpot
where they had placed themfelves. A general rout,
and this rout was two or three times very near
happening, would have expofed France to the
worft of misfortunes. ’ :

It has been faid in feveral hiftories, that the ¥
Marfhal was fo confident of gaining the battle, that &
he made no doubt of it; but he has often told me "3
himfelf, that two or three times he apprehended it :§
loft, and that he had always dougted of the vi&ory .i§
till the houfhold had charged. One evident proof - 3
of his uncertainty was, his fending two or three
times to the King to withdraw. -1

.1 was extremely uneafy about this important 3
event, when a letter was brought me from his
Majefty. 1 opened it with trembling ‘hards, and
found it as follows: '

-~ m

From the camp at Fonteroy, an hour after the -}

battle. )
v ¢ Mapam, N Y.
« [ faw all loft, till Marfhal Saxe retrieved all: 38 g
¢ he has furpaffed himfelf in this a&ion; my “§
< troops fought with invincible courage; the @y
¢t houfhold efpecially performed wonders; I owe " I
¢ the vidtory to that corps. ‘The French noblefle & |
<¢-fought under my eye; it was with pleafure I -
¢t beheld their heroic valour.” -
* % % * X # * @& " * & * & % ®
P EEEEEEREEEEEEEEE )
A N A T I - B

. Thefe three lines were in cypkers.
This 4
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fsly T'his letter, was very acceptable, and removed
"the 4ll my fears. , .
the From the time of the King’s departure from

'7_ France, I had often converfe with the Abbe de
Bernis, who had been recommended to me to keep )
{8 me company during the King’s abfence.

i@ He had been intreduced into the great world by
# women; for he“had all thofe little talents with

bility, genteel ways, fupplernefs, gaiety, fluency of
fpeech, a fimooth tongue, a pretty knack at verfi-
& fying, and all thofe qualities fet off with a very
18 handfome perfon. o

This Abbe was never at a lofs for well turned
‘@ compliments to thé ladies, fo that he was always
i welcome among. the fex. As in our firft conver-
“*g fations he never dropt the leaft intimation about
- .'§ preferment ; I imagined that, at laft, I-had met

Ml foared above riches and honoar.: Bat I was mifta-
3 ken; this Abbe was-eaten up with a defire of court
diftin&tion, concealing an unbounded ambition un-
der a hypocritical difintereftednefs. His apartment,
‘as I have been informed, was, as it were, a per-

'“ - fe& ware-houfe of ‘memoirs; fome related to the
all: 3

farms of the revenues, others to ceconomy, fome-
my g8 concerning war, fome the navy, and others the -
the “Wfinances. He had a wenderful readinefs at forming
owe @ projeds. He ‘could fcheme any thing he had 2
efle & mind to. ' ' -

e 1 ; The a&ion of Fontenoy led the way to other
48 conquefts in Auftrian Flanders, and the Flemings
3 every where received Lewis XV. with the loudeft
4§ acclamations. I have read in moft 'of the revolu-

D 3 tions

- -

I'his,‘

4 with a_truly worthy peffon, one whofe noble foul -
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-tions of the world, that the people greatly rejoice
at a change of matters,

This viQory caufed a general revolution; the
Germans and Englith determined to break into the
kingdom. They made their way by Provence and
Bretagne, but they only thewed themfelves. The
‘Auftrians pafled the Var, and_then repafled it.
“The Englith landed and returned to their fhips.
Our modern hiftory is full of thefe military follies.
Pofterity will ever be at a lofs why General Sin-
clair, who commanded in this expedition, after 3
bringing a French city to capitulate, moved off -§
without reaping the fruits of the capitulation. i

They who fhall read the annals of our age, will
fcarce believe that the cabinets of Europe could g
have committed fo many faults, and that ‘the Ge- 4
merals of armies could have fallen into fo many
®ITOTS.

The Genoefe, who had introduced the Spa-
niards into Italy, were forfaken by them; f that 3
the ftate of Genoa was invaded by the Auftrians, g
‘who even made themfelves mafters of the capital.
“They firt required of the- Genoefe what money they "4
had, and after firipping them, demanded ftill §
‘more, ' : . g

In the mrean time the German army was in pur-
{uit of the French and Spaniards, and crofling the
Var after them, took poft in Provence. Botta, 3
in whofe care the city had been left, and who was
at St. Peter des Arenes, forgot that he had no army 4
to keep it, and that what remained in that fuburb,
was only a fickly half-dead multitude; the confe- §
‘quence of which was a fudden revolution, too 75§

rong for him to fupprefs. T 3
. ) .

R
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ice "The Genoefe, whom a large army had awed

A into fubmiffion, recovered their freedom on its de-
he & parture. Here Botta was guilty of a great over-
he ' fight; he propofed to the fenate to join him againft
nd the rebels, as he called them, not perceiving that
‘he they underhand encouraged the infurre&ion: they
it, readily promifed -to aé in concert with him; bus
Ps. this was only to give the people time to gather and
"es. unite their ftrength : it was too late when the ge-
in- neral came to be aware of their defign; he fled
ter with fuch precipitancy, as te leave all his maga-~

zines behind.
®  The King fhewed me a letter fent to court from
'a'Genoefe Senator, giving a particular account of -
the whole tranfa@ion; the beginning, progrefs,
:® and end of the fcheme 1aid for thaking off the Au-
‘R Rrian yoke. ‘The great couicil had for fore time
‘B fecretly promoted it. Tt was not fetting the Ge<
¥ noefe to draw cannon, which occafioned its revo-
§ lution; it might indeed haften the execution of it;
but the plan had been.concerted fong before : thuis
is pofterity often mifled in hiftories, attributing
A to accideit what was the effe& of premeditated
M defign. ’
‘R . Thisdeliverance was attended with another hap- )
- pinefs to Genoa ; -it had at that time no citizen who

:J}:e ‘48 could ‘have deprived the Republic of its liberty.
-a, & The junfure was extremely favourable ; the peo-
as +3¥ ple had g;)qt the whole power ef the flate into their
ny 3 hands. Now I have heard our politicians fay,
b, 3R thaton fuch jun&ures, giving money, and grant-

ing privileges, will carry every point.

This revolution, which feemed only a private

& concern, changed the fyftem of general affairs.

The Auftrians, who intended to befiege Toulon,
D4 and
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and lay Marfeilles under contribution, were ob- ™

liged to repals the Var, for want both of fhelter g

and provifions.

The court of Vienna, inflamed at this event,
blocked up Genoa, and threatened the inhabi-
tants with the fevereft treatment, if they did not

immediately furrender; but the Genoefe, being

fupported by the French, made a vigorous refift-

ance, without being intimidated by menaces; ard ";;'

Boufllers, and afterwards the Duke de Richlieu, 4
were fent to command there. M. Maurepas has ..
often told me, that ft was a great over-fight in the 3

Englith, who blocked up Genoa by fea, in not .3

" having a number of flat-bottomed boats to hinder 3
any French fuccours from getting into Genoa. 3§
This precaution would have changed the 3

. whole difpofition of affairs in Italy. Genog, '

then incapable of any further refiftance, muft .

have furrendered to the Auftrians, and the Infant
Don Philip, the fubjeé of the war, would never
have feen Parma and Placentia.

Lewis XV. after taking feven fine cities in Flan-

‘ders, returned to Paris; and it may be faid that ."
never was fuch joy difplayed in that city, as at the "3

fight of this Prince; every ftreet rang with fhouts '.§
of gladnefs and applaufe. .
Amidft the many checks which England had
met with in Flanders, the Pretender conveyed
himfelf into Scotland. As he had neither armies _}
nor fhips, fome courtiers faid, be bad fwam thi- -4
ther. 1t was not very difficult to forefee the iffue 3§
of this enterprize, every ftep and circumftance 3
of it being irregular. A very intelligent man told
me at_that time, that the moft fortunate thing
which could "happen to the Pretender, would
be
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““%be to get out of Scotland as clandeftinely as -he
‘i@vot in: but he was a young man, rather fond
ot executing his proje@s in a fingular manner,
‘ZRhan concerned about the fuccefs of them.

This enterprize, however ill condu&@ed, had

‘ pne advantage for Verfailles, that it caufed a
Aiverfion in England. France has always made

fe of the houfe of Stuart for its private views,
am forry that George II. who wanted neither
ourage nor firmnefs, thould have fhewn any
pneafinefs at it. An Englith nobleman told me, that
he caufed the London militia to take an oath, that

ad ever a right of caufing Princes to be mur-
e He alfo had the records of Rochefter
earched, for the form of the excommunication

3 ¢ Englith againft the fee of Rome. I would

ot have Princes ftoop to trifles, which always

ggetray 2 weak mind; a prince on the throne

ould a& with magnanimity., -

The Pretender publithed a manifefto in vindi-
tion of his rights, addreffed to the people of
gland ; but this manifefto contajned only empty

ords, whilt George had on- his fide troops and’

Rnncn. .

Marfhal Belleifle more than once took notice
me of a remarkable paflage in ‘this manifefto..
ince Edward there owns that the houfe of

: uart loft the Englith throne in fome meafure by
A own fault, and promifes amendment. If, fays

ey the complaints Sormerly ‘brought againft our
mr.{y. did take their rife_from Jome errors’in our
miniftration ; it bas Jufficiently expiated them:

B-Young Edward took pofleflion of the kingdoms
c ) D .

5 of:

5
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of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, in his
father’s name, declaring himfelf regent. For Ea-
gland well and good; but thus to make a king of
France, was too hafty. Thofe titles, however,
refting on no furer grounds than the poffeffion, as °
quickly difappeared.

At this time France endeavoured to keep the
Dutch neuter ; both courts publifhed manifeftoes, 3
and the minifters negociated: but this proje@ of 4
neutrality produced only a frefh paper war. The -3
Abbe de la Ville prefented memorials drawn up’
with great pomp and accuracy of ftile, and he was g
anfwered with an elegant concifenefs ; ‘but fighting . 4
Atill went on.

The face of affairs in Germany had changed; 3

- the King of Pruffia acknowleged the Great Duke %
of Tufcany Emperor, and made his peace with 3
the houfe of Auftria. I have often heard a fmart
faying of Marfhal Belleifle on this head. I wery
awell knew, faid he, that this man, who is fo fond
of war, would incline to peace on the firft appor- 4
Junity to bis advantage. * ' g
M. Soubife more than once faid to me, That
‘Menarch would bave owned the Pope for Emperor, -2
bad any Sovereign in Germany giwen bim only o ;
_bundred [quare acres of land. ‘This peace was fi -J
far advantageous to France, as it diminithed the
power of the houfe of Auftria. Apparently Ital; .3
alone would be the fufferer, as it was to be fup §
pofed that the Queen of Hungary, being quite 2 3
“Yeifure in Germany, would be for fighting on tht 3
other fide the Alps. She fent reinforcements t
the Low Countries, which, however, could no .3
“hinder Marfhal Saxe from taking Bruffels. It wzx 4
then that Lewis XV. to compleat the conquelt o
o ' Autftriaz -3

gD o e~ NA e
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his & Auftrian Flanders, fet out to command the army
En- & in perfon. ' )
gof B Our progrefles were very rapid; the King’s
*ver, & prefence, and the foldiers confidence in Marthal
1, as 7} Saxe’s abilities, made every thing eamy. It was
-8 otherwife with the Pretender in Scotland, who
the M fled before the enemy, and at fength loft a deci-
oes, ¥ five battle againft the Duke of Cumberland..
* of A Inthefe circumftances it was that M. d’ Argen-
The -8 fon wrote, though indirely, to the Englith go-
up ' 8 vernment, in favour of young Edward. A man
was S of wit has fince fhewed me how extremely ridi-
ting . 48 culous this was; for had there been a defign that
;8 Edward fhould not out-live his temerity, a better
sed; @ method could not have been invented for having
Juke him made away with.
with That minifter reprefented.him to the court as a
mart 4R relation of the King’s, for whofe perfon ard qua-
very MBlities this Monarch had the highelt value. He
fori i@ infifted that King George ‘was a Prince of too
por- - 4l much equity, not to perceive the Pretender’s
fon’s merit. ‘This manifefto afterwards told the
hat Englifh, that they ought to'admire him for thofe
7o, qualities of an eminent patriot, whick To con-
'y « 38 fpicvoufly fhone in him. It then proceeded to
s o -3 the dangerous confequences which might refult
the A to England, from any fevere treatment to young
talj {8 Edward, &c. They did not fee that this declara-
fup Ftion muft have produced a quite contrary effel
e 2 3N to that propofed. The Pretender’s crime was not
the ‘3 his coming over to Scotland, but in being France’s
2t ally. Confiftent people faid, either Prince Ed-
not ward is a rebel, or King George is an ufurper; -
wx

‘8 and Sovereigns Thould not countenance rebels, nor
A folicit ulurpers,

The
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The invention of this interceffory letter is fa-
thered on a Cardinal, who b.ing a member of the
facred college, was for fecuring the Pretender’s
retreat; whereas it was the very way to obftru&
it. Accordingly England, making no account of
this manifeft, fet a price on his head, and fome
Lords who had taken up arms for him, were pub-
licly beheaded. ]

‘Whilft all the Princes of Europe were at war j
together, their minifters were repairing to Breda,
to negociate a peace. This neceffarily increafed 43
the bufinefs of cabinets, having both military and
pacific operations on the carpet. The dearth of P
minifters ftill continued in France; none could
be found capable of healing the public misfor- -3
tunes. M. d’ Argenfon, who had the foreign af- %
fairs, only increafed the confufion. They were
committed to M. de Puyfieux, who was then at
Breda, where he was ordered to feign great zeals 3
and affiduity in bring about a definitive treaty ; this ‘%
was only a feint, he was in reality employed at
Verfailles. On his no.nination, he faid to the _J
King, Sire, I will do all I can, but I beg your "
Moajefly to believe that I cannot work miracles. £

Marfhal Saxe humoroufly faid, None but a faint
or a devil can fet the French adminifiration right. §
“This gave occafion to a courtier afterwards to fay, 3
that we muft be without friends, both in hell and 4
heaven; this fo much wanted faint or devil having, 2
not yet made his appearance in France. 5

Marfhal Belleifle, having driven the Auftrians Z
out of Provence, returned to Verfilles, to give 3
the King an account of his operations. He had %
a ftrange paffion for fignal proje&s; and he pro- -3
pofed feveral to his Majefty; the leaft of which ‘8

: was 3

- ey
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a- M was to deliver Genoa, to make- Spain miftrefs of
he the greater part of Italy, and ftrip the King of
r’s Sardinia of all his dominiens, &c.
1& He was fent again to Proverice, where the fum of
of R his exploits amounted only to the taking of the
ne % fmall caftle of Saint Margaret’s ifland. A man of
1b- b genips was lately faying to me, that if good chime-
rical proje&ts, and imaginary plans, made a man
car @ great, M. Belleifle was indifputably the greateft
da, . man in Europe.
fed 33 In the mean time Holland, having created a
nd 74 Stadtholder, determined on the continuance of .
of M the war. I faw that Lewis XV. was manifeftly
uld "M affe@ed with this news, whether from a con-
‘or- 3 cern for his people, or that the elevation of the
af- ¥ Prince of Orange difconcerted his proje&ts. He
ere faid in my prefence to a courtier, Thefe Dutch-
at men are terrible folks § I wifb their republic was
eals BB a thoufand leagues from any of my frontiers; it
this 3 gives me more trouble than all the reft of Eurcpe
at put together.
the ;@& France having now no hopes of bringing .the
our United Provirces to a neutrality, thought of in-
88 vading them; and politicians faid, that it was
-iut 3 the only way left to reftore the balance in Eu-
bt. R rope, which had been loft by the continual ad-
“ay, 3 vantages of the Englith at fea.
and 9 EffeGual meafures were taken for the inva-
‘ing .4 fion. The King won the battle of Lafeldt. At
-3 the fome time it was determined to befiege Ber-
jans 38 gen-op-Zoom. ‘This expedition was. committed
yive 3 to count Lowendahl, who merrily promifed to
had ;R make a prefent of it to the King on St. Lewis’s
sro- day. Bergen-op-Zoom was taken, which threw
sich ;34 the Dutch into the greateft confternation, as they
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‘had all imagined the carrying of that place to be "%
an impoffibility.  This event fhewed, that in
war there is no fuch thing as certainty, its oper-
ations being ever fubje& to the caprice and in-
conftancy of fortune,

The congrefs at Breda was removed to Aix-la-
Chapelle ; but the courts ftill continued planning 4§
fieges and battles. 'Whilft the plenipotentiaries
were fettling the preliminaries, the levies for 3
frefh troops .went on with all poffible vigour, and %
France prepared for war more than ever; but the ?
difficulty was to procure foldiers, It has been .8
affirmed to me, that there were large country- g
towns in France, which could not furnith fo
much as one militia-man; fo that it beecame ne- §
ceflary to make the married men carry arms, .4
though this was hurting pofterity. AIl manner
_of taxes and impofts were alfo contrived to fup-
ply the want of money. M. Machault, comp- '
troller-general, who had fuecceeded M. Orry, &
propofed expedients, but all of a very deftru&ive §
tendency. The parliament clamoured, and open-
ly declared in its reprefentations, that if all the |

-, edi&s concerning the finances took place, as pro- §
* pofed, the kingdom was undone; but it received @
for anfwer, that great evils required great reme-
dies; and this filenced it. ’ ’

At length a way being opened into Holland, by 3
the taking of gergen-op—Zoom, and Marfhat §
Saxe threatening to put an end to the repub- ;

. tic; on the other hand, the fouthern provinces j
of France being reduced to a ftarving conditi- §
on; this, with other circumftances, difpofed §
the feveral powers to fign preliminaries of B
peace, which was foon followed by a definitive

treaty. 3
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treaty. Such a fituation of things promoted
the public tranquillity more than all the ftudi-
ed harangues of the plenipotentiaries at Aix-la-
Chapelle. )

I had the treaty read to me at Verfailles;
all the articles appeared very fuitable to the
prefent ftate of Europe, except that of Cana-
da. It feemed to me that the appointing com-
miflioners to fettle that great affair, would onl
perplex it the more. 1 fpoke of it to Marfhal
Belleifle, who told me that article was a ftate
fecret: we could have given it another turn,
but this is beft for us; it leaves things in Ame-~
rica as they are, and we have twenty favage
nations in Canada who will revenge our lofs.
‘This revenge fome years after coft us the
game.

The Prince de Soubife told me fome time
after, that this peace had been a child of
neceflity ; that there was not ome of all: the
figning Princes, who could not have withed
that the war had continued. Yet I can take
upon me to fay, that the King of France was
of a different mind. He was vifibly more gay
than ufual, and the great joy of his heart dif-
played itfelf in his countenance. . #

Thus at length the public ealamities were
fufpended. Genoa, which under the Duke de
Richlieu had continued to defend itfelf againft
the Germans, -grounded its arms. The Spant-
ards and French, after being in continual ac-

%taly, difcontinued
their operations; and it was agreed that eyery
thing fhould remain quiet till “the publication
of the definitive treaty. I longed for it more

than



64+ MEMOIRS of the
than any minifter in Furope: The King had

no quiet ; the concerns of his crown and per- -

fonal glory kept him in Flanders, and took up
all his thoughts, never returning to Verfailles

till the campaign was quite over. My private

fatisfa&ion I could have willingly facrificed to the

happinefs of the ftate, but fieges and battles ;

only encreafed the public diftrefles.

New lotteries and new taxes were eflablifhed
to raife the means for figning the peace ; thus
the public eafe began with draining them to
the laft drop. -

The Pretender’s fon, who feemed qmte for-

gotten, now makes his appearance again. Cofi-.
cluding, as he well might, that nobody would.

think of hinr at the congrefs of Aix-la-Chapelle;
he began by protefing againft every thing

which fhould be done there. So little regard

was paid to the manifefto which he caufed to
- be fet up, that all parties figned without mind-
ing his proteftations. To this oppofition he add-
ed another ftill more extravagant at Paris,

refufing to comply even with the King %s exprefs.

orders. =
One of the firff articles laid down between
England and France, had been, that the -Che-

valier de St.. George’s fon fhould’ quit the king--

dom. Lewis XV, feveral times fignified to_him
the indifpenfable neceflity he was under of ad-
hering to the agreement. Prince Edward plain-
Iy told thofe who firft menticned the King’s
pleafure to Hhim, that he would not comply.

1 have often heard the excufe he gave for this.

refraQorinefs. be King of France, faid he,
promifed me that 1 fbould always find an afylum
L mn
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in bis dominions 5 for this I kave b:is Jign ma-
ual in my pocket. A Prince who kas a fenfe
bonour, knows wbat obliyations bir word lays
fim under, and bow greatly be expofcs bimfelf
‘W wviolating it. "
B He treated with the King of France as
@ith a private gentleman. He forgot that Sove-
eigns may fail in their word, without any
breach- in their honour, ‘the good of their peo-
;@ble fo requiring. The Pretender’s fon was ta-
cn into cuftody, as he was going to the opera.
btrange reverfe of fortune! On his arrival in
rance, he had been received with great joy, -
nd marks of confideration. I was fomething
;joncerned for this young Prince’s fate, -and
ropped a. word or twe about him to the King,
ho anfwered me with fome heat, What would
pu bave me do, Madam ? Should I continue the
ar with all Europe for Prince Edward? Eng-
d will not allow bim to be in my - domini-
sy it was only on this condition, that
pme  into the peace. Should I bave broke off
e vonference at Aix-la-Chapelle, and diftreffed
) people more and more, becaufe the Pretender’s
n is for living at Paris 2 .
2B It muft be owned that this Prince fhewed an
Wbftinacy beyond example. The King fent all
ris to .reprefent to him the ftate of affairs,
pd exprefs the concern it gave him, that he
Jas obliged to remove him from his court.
 hough thefe meflages were delivered to him
the King’s name, his anfwers were fo many
enaces. ‘The Count de -Maurepas fpoke to
on this occafion, in the following words:
¢« It is with the greateft grief that the King
¢ fees
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# fees himfelf obliged to defire your Highnefs
% to quit his dominions. I come in his name’
¢ to affure you that no other confideration thaf
¢¢ the welfare of his fubjeéts would have- pre.
¢ vailed on him to take this ftep. You would
¢ have feen him inflexibly fupporting - your
¢ claim, had not the unhappy turn of the °
¢ war laid him under a neceffity of yieldingto *
¢ the prefent jun@ure. The greateft Monarch .
4 cannot always do as they would. There ar 4
#¢ critical feafons where policy- requires them §
¢ to be plant. Your Highnefs ‘knows that; §
¢ fince the unhappy time when the Stuart 3
¢ family loft the crown of England, the 38
¢ Bourbon family has made feveral efforts for Sl
¢ their reftoration. You ought to take hi j
% intentions kindly, rather than blame his in 4
<¢ ability. I wifh yon had been witnefs to by ¢
<< converfation with ‘me, when he called m
- into his clofet to give me his orders, by whici %
¢ I was to fignify to -you his defire that you wil &
% quit the kingdom ; it mult have affe&ted you -3
« He fincerely laments your fituation, but h
%¢ cannot turn the tide of fate; and fhould yo §
¢¢ force him to take violent mesfures, it woull j
¢¢ give him the deepeft concern. %
¢ Lewis XV. has fent me to you, not as: §
# King, not as a mafter, but as an ally, and as: J
¢¢ friend 3 and, what is more, he dire€ted me v 3
 afk it of you as a favour, that you would leav 3
¢ ‘his dominions.” . 3
Prince Edward was very laconic in his anfwer, 3
~drawing a piftol out of his pocket, and vowin; 3
to fhoot the firft man that thould offer to lay hand ¥
on him. The archbifhop of Paris likewife cor §
Juret
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thnefy red him in the name of God and the Pope, but
name’ ith no- greater effed; religion had no more
1 thag eight with him than politics, fo that the extre-
: P’E ity which the King would have avoided, became
N ou

ceffary. "Hhe Chevalier de St. George’s fon

your as arrefted as he was going to the opera.
 the B The enemies of France failed ‘not to exclaim
ng to gainft this violence, exaggerating it with the moft
sarch dious ‘appellations. :
‘€ are - On fearching his houfe, it. was found turned into
them $n Arfenal. He had arms enough to ftand a fiege
that; form. It°was talked at court that he had deter-
Stuan Wnined to fight fingly himfelf againft a whole re-
the Siment, and then fet fire to a barrel of powder,
s for ‘Wwhich communicated with others, and thus blow
- his_3p himfelf, with all that belonged to him. The
s I~ $King, on being told this, faid, ¢ A very ill-timed
o by ¥ bravery, indeed I”’
I ome The peace, however, fpread an univerfal joy
“hich rough all ranks. ‘There were only two men in
1 wil Sihe kingdom who were not fatisfied with it, the
you - @arfhals Saxe and Lowendahl. ‘The former ex-
t It “Wlreffed his difcontent to the fecretary of war in
yor is marmer : < After the battle of Fontenoy,
~oull faid he, we were in a fair way of making our-
felves 'mafters of Holland, and putting an end
as! to that troublefome republic ; for thefe mer-
asi chants, with their fhipping and their wealth,
e are the mifchief-makers of Europe ; they are
leart the neceffary allies of our natural enemies the
Englith. ‘The great work of their deftru&ion
wer, was nearly finithed ; why did we-not go through
wing

with it ? If we again give the republicans time
t8 fortify themfelves, they will be as daring as
before ; and the time may come when France

: ¢ with
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¢ with all its forces will not be able to irring them
¢« to reafon. Deftroying Holland is cutting off }§
¢ England’s right arm ; and every body knows, : 3
¢ that all France’s policy fhould center in weak- 7
¢¢ ening Great-Britain. E

¢« Ot what confequence has the vn&ory of Fon- 4
¢ tenoy been ? What is France the better for the &
¢ taking of Bergen-op-Zoom ? All thofe efforts ;
¢« of courage, all the lives of fo many gallant{
¢ officers who fell in' Flanders, were purely;
¢ thrown away. If thefe places were to be re-!
¢ ftored, and-the Dutch and the houfe of Auftria
¢ to be put on the fame footing as each of- them}
¢ was before the war, it had been much better §
¢¢ there had been no war at all. France’s giving }
¢ back its conquefts, was making war againft her- §
¢ felf ; her very vi€tories have ruined her; herb
¢ enemies have retained all their former ﬁrength,.
¢ whilft fhe alone has weakened herfelf. Her j
¢ fubje&s are fewer by a mxlhon, and her financss
¢ reduced to l:ttle or nothing.” '

Thefe fpeeches reaching the King’s ears, he
faid, ¢¢ T underftand the language of thofe genera-
¢ liffimos ; they are for ever dwelling on red-hot
¢ ballets.”

The count de St. Severin d’ Arragon, who had
made the peace, undertook to demonftrate the
fallacy of fuch reafonings ; and the King has often
repeated to me his arguments. ¢ Sire, faid he,
¢¢ the conqueft of Hoﬁand made no part of the
¢ plan of this war. All France aimed at, was to
¢¢ keep the Dutch from declaring. The erd of
¢ our many fieges and battles, was not to deftroj
¢ their republic, but only to bring it to pacific
¢ tesms ; fo that in forcing them to lay afide

¢ theis

-



Marchionefs of PoMpADOUR. 69

¢ their arms, the council of #ate’s view is fully
¢ aniwered.

é‘:f’ « Your Generals will have it, that after the
'eak: ‘B¢ bartle of Fontenoy, and the taking of Bergen-

¢ op-Zoom, the United Provinces might eafily
¢ have been over-run, and the States-General
¢ have been brought under the dominion of

Fort ¢ France.” They are miftaken ; the weapons of
‘?ri ¢ detpair are invincible. T ompel a people to
u,?;). ¢ the neceffity of being conquered, is the ready

¢ way tolofe a conqueft. The fovereignties once
¢ fettled, are no longer fubje& to deftrution ;
¢ they are reciprocal counterpoizes; fhould only
¢ one fall under the power of another, the whole
¢ balance of Europe would be deftroyed. It is

her. B¢ long fince war has afforded any of thofe decifive
. her M blows, which, in the time of the Romans,
; th ¢ changed the face of the political world. A pro-
n%e; ¢ vince may be maftered, but the invading of

¢ kingdoms is out of date.

« Granting, Sir, that the ardour of your
¢ troops, breaking through the common ways,
¢ had reduced Holland, it would have been 2
¢ conqueft not only ufélefs, but have thrown
¢ France into -frefh troubles; all Europe, in a

- body, would have declared war againft you.

the ¢ The great powers, jealous of the houfe of
ot Bourbon, have lopg been watching an opportu~
1 he, B nity of giving it a decifive blow.

¢ Right policy, inftead of making a naife, filent-
¢ ly takes a bye-way to.its ends ; ler us infenfibly

4 of weaken the Dutch, but never think of deftroy-
ol "8 them. They are a barrier againft the great
. ciﬁz ‘: northern powers. They fecure us from the

incurfions of the Germans, whom the Romans
¢¢ them-
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¢ themfelves cou'd not check, and whe at laft
¢ overthrew the empire of the Cafars.

¢ But a great deal is faid about the eafinefs of
¢ our conquering, and not'a word how eafy it
¢ was to conquer us. What induced me, Sire,
¢¢ to put the finithing hand to the great work of
¢« the peace, is the diforder of the finances, the
. & depopulation of the ftate, and the fcarcity of
¢ provifions. 4 S

¢ The Comptroller-general has acquainted me
¢¢ that he knows not where to find any more mo-
¢¢ ney. ‘The intendants of the provinces have
¢¢ ‘wrote to the war-office,. that it is utterly im-
¢¢ poffible to raife another militia ; to which the
¢¢ intendant of Guienne adds, that in his province
¢ the people are ftarving ; thofe, Sire, were my
¢¢ motives for haftening the conclufion of the
¢ peace.” '

Thefe reafons, however, did not prevail with
the great men of the army, who ftill wanted to be
fighting. They were big with hopes, which
the peace feemed to quath. I remember Lewis
XV. one day talking on this fubje@, faid to
me, that be bad not a general officer in bis
troops who cared what became of the flate, if
be could but get a Marfbal’s flaff, -

The King, who had rewarded Marfhal
Saxe, did not forget the Count St. Severin,
making him a minifter of ftate. This Count,
though not a great gehius, had good rational
fenfe, which he made to anfwer as well as a
fuperior underflanding. He was flow in bufinefs,
but fure; and his phlegmatic difpofition was
better adapted to furmount thofe difficulties,
which ever put fervid and eager minds 4tc} ﬁ
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full ftand. He was a ftranger to agitations;
his paflions moved in fubordination to political

of laws. Refentment, anger, fallies of paffion,
it fpirit of party, with all the other prepoffefling
ire, foibles which ruled moft minifters, were ' never
of feen in- him. Thofe he ufed to call the re-

verfe of the medal of plenipotentiaries. In a
negociation he moved ftraight on to his drift,
without ftopping by the way. He had a na-

me tural love for peace, and thus the more chear-
10~ fully applied himfelf to forward a definitive
ave treaty. .

m-

M. de Belleifle told me, that he found one
great fault in him, which was the want of a.
proper regard to military men, however illuf-
trious by their rank or merit ; for after all,
added- he, there is no making a good peace
but by dint of vi¥ories; and it is the ge-~
neral, -and not the plenipotentiary, who gains
battles. ’ ‘
France however was quite fpent; the means
made ufe of for fupporting the war had been

the

s

to Mo violent as to break all the fprings of pow-
bis WMer. 'The minifters complained greatly of the
if. Jllflate of France, and openly faid, at the peace,

that they did- not knmow where to begin the:
nal W adminiftaation. - =T
in, Paris is not the place where the general
nt, Wl diftrefs moft manifefts itfelf. The luxury, fuch
aal Was it is, prevailing there conceals the public
2 Windigence. There poverty itfelf appears in em--
s, [llbroidery and ribbons, whiltt in all the éther
-as Mparts of France it goes quite bare. The court
‘es, [lhad written into the provinces for a. report of*
. ?l be ftate of things. M. de Belleifle has fhewn
u o

me,
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me’ feveral memoirs of thofe times, tranfmitted
.to Verfailles by the intendants of the provinces,
‘The tenour of the firft was thisz

¢« My Lorbp,

- ¢ You afk me for a flate of the finances in
¢ this province ; that is foon done; there are
¢ none. I don’t believe that the whole pro-
¢ vince could produce a hundred thoufand livres
¢¢ in fpecie: the poverty is fo general, that all
¢ diftin&ion of ranks is at an end. The louis
¢« d’ors are like to become fcarce pieces, fo
& as foon to be feen only in the cabinets of
¢ the curious.”

L

‘The other is from the intendant of a pro-
vince naturally very fertile, but which cou'd
not be cultivated for want of money. His re-
port to the minifter was as follows :

¢ My Leorp,

¢ the  prefent diftrefs of this province; the
¢ land yields little or nothing; moft of the
¢ farmers, unable to live by the produce of
¢¢ their farms, have quitted them; fome are
¢ gone a begging, others have lifted in the
¢ army, and not a few have efcaped into fo-
¢ reign countries ; the gentry and nobility are
¢¢ little better off, being put to the utmoft
. ¢ difficulty to anfwer the taxes and impofitions
¢ on them.

s Of
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« Of fifteen hundred thoufand acres of arable
land, which ufed to fupport this people; at pre~
¢ fent fix hundred lie fallow; what a diminution
¢ this muft be to the.general fubfiftence, your
¢ Excellency readily fees. A village which, be-

tes in tants, can now {carce fuppors fix hundred; and

. are a particular family, which was able to feed fix
pro- children, and as many labourers,” can now pro-
ivres vide food only for five. . Thecattle are diminifh-

t all ed no lefs than the men, fo as not to be fuf-
louis ficient for tillage; and in moft: of the villages -
s fo men do the work of oxen.

¢ | have traced this calamity to its fource, and
I find the evil proceeds from the. general want
of cath: to prevent the confequences of this’
diminution, I could wifh thatithe court would
be pleafed to advance to this province, by way
of loan, the fum of fifteen hundred thoufand
livres, to be geometrically diftfisuted among the
induftrious poor. This, in'my opinion, is the
only remedy left to avert greater evils.””

The third of thefe memoirs was from another

:ncy lbtendant, who paints the depopulation in thefe fad
the Bllolours. :
the )
of “ My Lorp,
are :
the B ¢ The king’s fubje&ts are daily decreafing in
fo- this province; it will foon be without inhabi-
arc B tants.- Having dire&ed the parith-priefts to bring
noft B in lifts of the chriftepings and burials, I find

tbgt the number of the dead exceeds that of the
living; fo that, fhould this depopulation go on
twenty years longer, and God continues my life
during that time, by my calculation, I fhall be
the only living creature, of the human fpecies,
in this province. Fifteen years before ‘the laft
Vor. [ :  revolution

¢ fore the war, fupported fifteen hundred inhabi--
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¢ revolution of the finances, this diftci& contained
¢¢ fifteen hundred thoufand fouls, and now if there
¢ are nine hundred thoufand, itis the moft. Yet
‘“ how, my Lord, can it be otherwife? Of fifty
“ of the king’s fubje&ls, fcarce two have any
¢ thing of a fubfiftence; the others muft necef-
¢ farily perith. A marriage is feldom heard of;
¢¢ fo that all the new-born children are the fruits
¢ of debauchery.

¢ I cannot point out any remedy to thefe dif.
¢ trefles. 1In the prefent crifis of the monarchy,
“ it is God alone who can refcue it out of the
¢ abyfs into which the misfortunes of the timej
¢ have caft it.” _

The fourth was from a fea-port, whofe deput
thus delivered himfelf before the miniftry.

¢ Trade, which had been declining for feverd
€ years, is now fallen into a total ftagnation. Our
¢ fhips lie in the harbours, ufelefs both to th
¢ ftate and their owners. We have little or n
¢ thing for exportation ; the produce of the cou
¢ try fcarce affords a very fcanty fubfiftance; an
¢ our manufa@ures are at the loweft ebb. Al
¢ our trade is in the hands of the Englith an
¢ Dutch.

. % Moft of our monied men, who fitted out pri
¢ vateers, have been ruined by the war; othe
¢ fo reduced, that inftead of ten thips, which the
¢¢ ufed to have at fea, they find it difficult to ha
¢ one: both feas are covered with foreign fleet
¢ fo that the white flag begins to be forgotten.

¢¢ All other nations are carriers to Franc

whereas France carries for none. This genen

-+ € ftagnation animates others, and throws our m

¢ rine into a fatal lethargy, &c. &c. &c.”

The navy has been utterly ruined, all the fht
being taken by the Englith, except a few unl

viceable ones in the harbours; and the funds 2

point
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ted for fitting out a fleet are exhaufted; but
there been no want of money, feamen were
ting; moft of them had died in Englith prifons,
they who efcaped the enemy perifhed by dif-
5. It was impoflible for France, being thinned
en, to furnith feamen.
. Belleifle, who interfered in every branch of
ernment, faid one day to the King, in my
ring, Sire, fbould all the prwers of Europe declare
againft you, I engage to raife in your dominions
undred and fifty thoufand [ildiers, who f[bould
them all at bay; but were I to fight an Englifh
of a bundred fbips of the line, where I fbhould get
ty thoufand feamen, 1 know not.
nother misfortune, beyond any-remedy, was
neceffary reduion of the troops. A hundred
fifty thoufand fubjeé&ts, who had fought for the
n, at the peace came to want bread: moft of
, though they had been hufbandmen before
ar, were now no longer fo. 1 have feveral
s heard the Marfhall de Nuailles fay, that a
tryman, leaving the plough for the mufket, is
feldom known to take to it when difcharged
he ufed to add, that on a hundred thoufand
andmen quitting their labour, a hundred thou-
others muft labour to provide them bread, o-
wife a famine, and the ruin of the ftate, muft
he confequence.
me regulations were made to prevent the dif-
rs to be apprehended from thefe reduced troops ;
the remedy was more dangerous than the dif-

f all the incumbrances, that of the military
ards were the greateft ; money was required to
the bravery of the officers in ready cafh, for
military gentlemen are moft impatient credi-
Formerly a St. Lewis’s crofs fufficed, but
E2 it
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it has fince appea{red to the officers, that a year
fum gives a greatér luftre to gallant a@ions. !

Above ten thoufand different penfions we
fettled on the r)?chequer A churchman who,
my defire, ufed fometimes to read to me the
morials on this head delivered to me for the kin
would often fay, that the glory accompanying fi
a&ions muit be of very little value in France,
the gentlemen of the army. would not take it for
reward. ‘'The archbifhop of Paris likewife ufed
fay, that viGtories coft the ftate more than defea

"The claimants would fet forth their fervices wi
an arrogant modefty, which gave great offence:
the.court; efpecially they who had loft a limbw
quite infupportable.  One of thefe gentlemen .
was indeed after feveral journies to court to obta
a_penfion) faid to me before feveral foreign
nifters, Madam, fince the King cannot give nie
arm, szrb 1 bave bft in bu‘ ﬁr’mte, be fbould
leafl give me money.

"Once an officer being come exprefs with fi
> ‘pews of the lofs of a battle in Germany, the ki
“faid, Thank God, this time I fban’t be teaz’d a

rew1rd; He was miftaken; for fifteen hund
officers, who had efcaped the flaughter, came
Ver! a:lles, clamouring to be paid only for the gr
fervice of their being prefent at that a&tion,

A lieutenant of grenadiers, to whom the fe
tary at war had procured a Saint Lewis’s cn
~without a penfion, faid to him, Sir, your Excell
bas tied to my button-bele the fign of my courage,
you bave forzot the reality of my brafuer)' mean
that he wanted a penfion.

Some military men in France enjoy confiders
incomes only for having been 1n five or fix batt!
whilit the fubje&s of the ftate have ruined the
felves in defraying the expences of the war.
do abufes creep into the beit foundations.
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After fettling the penfions, the next thing taken
hand was to retrieve the finances from the ter-

35 Wellllle diforder into which they were fallen. They
who, ho underftood the hiftory of France affirmed,
Lhek' at for twenty reigns paft the kingdom had never
.he kin

en fo diftrefled; and the national debt being

7ing fullll menfe, a plan for the difcharge of them became
ance, folutely neceffary. A finking fund was projec-
it for , but when funds were to be appointed for the

nking-fund, thofe of the crown were found to be
| mortgaged. T myfelf was a witnefs to his ma-
fty’s great uncafinefs, when the miniflers and
anfellors of ftate laid open to him the condition
things. Genilemen, faid he to them, jyou Lad
Qier bave advifed me againfl the war, than to
o obtgR b, it on fuch burtbenfome conditions.  Some
xes were taken off ; but feveral impoils, created
r the char’égs of the war, were continued after
e peace, &c: &c. :
Such was the fituation of France after the de-
itive treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. 'The domeftic
airs of the crown were in po better condition.
he minifters had, during the war, afflumed an
nlimited authority, made themfelves defpotic in
eir offices, and behaved towards the fubje&s with
at aufterity which is the refult of uncontrouled
OWET. .
Whiltt all Europe was congratulating itfelf on
e general peace, advice came to Verfailles that
e Englith were very angry with George the Se-
nd, for having agreed to the French propofals.
he parliament addreffud him for a copy of the
vertures for a general pacification, to be laid be-
re the houfe.
Marfhal Saxe being prefent when this was re-
ted to the king, faid, Sir, thofe Englifbmen muft
very quarrelfome 5 they have made a peace with us,
nd baving now no enemy, they are for quarrelling
3 . with
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with their King. 1 have heard very knowing p

liticians fay, that the divifions in Great Bri {8l |
between the fubjefts and the Prince, are the ba gl ¢
of the general tranquillity of Europe. | f
However, on the peace, the face of Verfaill t
was quite changed; that folicitous look whill t
throws a fhade even on diverfions was quite v
nithed; the hurry of bufinefs had ceafed, and! t
king was now come to himfelf. This tranquill;§il 2
of the court caufed a great agitation in the citjll <
feveral women began to form defigns on the KinJll h:
heart. w
Among thefe was one Madame !a Poupelinierfill 3f
married to a financier, who had raifed her frofll 1%
" the dirt, from whence he himfelf likewife fpru al
They had a moft delightful and, fplendid feat JM %
Pafly, which was always crouded with the wolll 4
company. M
I have bcen often ‘told, that this woman wol K
faint away whenever my name happened to un
mentioned. She ufed to fay, that I had thrf ¢
myfelf into her rank at court, that I held hg a0
place about the king, and that all the honours p§l -
to me at Verfailles, of right belonged to her. Sl P2
‘would, at any rate, be Lewxs the Fifteenth’s mill £°-
trefs. ot
* 'This was a fcheme put into her head by il the
Duke de Richelieu; mean time he praifed on n
heart, to give it a turn for tendernefs. This gl 7ot
trigue was carried on with an air of myftery. Tl tha
- Duke ufed, at nights, to convey himfelf into ¢ .
lady’s chamber through an opening contrived flil Pl
the chimney; and this opening Richelieu affurfll €OV
her fhould, in no long time, condu& her to t nift
little apartments at Verfailles. In the interi felf
this creature, to make herfelf more worthy of | waqs
Sovereign, proftituted herfelf to one of his lu livis

je@s 3 but a chamber-maid, in a fit of refentme
difcover
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ifcovered the whole myftery. The financier, who
had for fome time wanted to get rid of his wife, -
gladly embraced this opportunity; he made the
public witnefs to his infamy, fo that all Paris
" flocked to fee the ungrateful perfidy of this am-
bitious woman.

The gallant perhaps, now no lefs fatiatcd than
the hufband, made very light of the difcovery;
and came to Verfailles, not imagining that the
court as yet knew any thing of the matter; but I
had intelligence of his adventure an hour before it
was made public. The King was alone in my
apartment when he came in;. Sir, (faid I to him)
there is not in all Eurcpe a more clofe -agent i
amorous intrigues than bis Grace of Ricbelieu there
before yous for to be the more fecret with the lu-
dies whom be would bring acquainted with your
Majefly, be wifits them through the chimney. 1he
King afked me what I mcant; [ immediately
unfolded the riddle to him, which fet us a liugh-
ing, and Richelieu himfelf laughed as much us
any. ’ . T
- Other women likewife laid out for the little a~
partments at Verfajlles, and got into them without
going under ground. Lewis XV. was very foad *
of thefe flighty amours, of which poffeflion is bcth
the beginning and end. But his humours did not
in the leaft abate the affeGtion with which he ho-
noured me, always returning to me more conftant
than ever, S . )

Since the peace, the Count de Maurepas took a -
‘pleafure in cenfuring every thing that was done at
court, and giving it a ridiculous turn, This mi-
nifter had his private fuppers like the King him-
felf; and here it was where, every night, the crown
was turned into drollery.

_ Several difputes had paffed between us fince m
living at Verfailles, and in which he had ufed m8

‘ I 4 with
f

"
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with much pride and haughtinefs ; his paffion mad,
him forget his rank, and ufe words quite unbecom.
ing fuch a man as he. [ flightly intimated it to
the King, being unwilling to hurt a man who wa;
of ufe to the ftate.

It has been given out, that my very firft defign
on my coming to Verfailles, was to fupplant this
minifter. Now that fuch a thought fhould have
ceme into my mind, is not poffible.  The King in
giving me a charaQer of his chief minifters, fpoke
with great approbation of the Count de Maurepas,
wiiich alone was fufficient to imake me take a liking
to him. But a clofe affiduity in dry and difficu’t
affairs, for above thirty years fucceflively, had ex.
tremely foured his temper, fo that at times no bod;
durft go near him. M. le Guai, his firft clers,
told me, that in thofe moments he was briftle
iike a porcupine; his harfhnefs infeéed his ccr
refpondence, fcolding thofe who were a thoufar:
leagues from him, and treating them without any
regard to their rank and chara&ter. He wrote to
the French conful, at one of the Levant ports, @
the following manner : i

¢ I order vou, Sir, to write to me no more,
¢ but repair to France in the firft fhip; and com:
“ to Puris, where you are to wait my order,
¢ without appearing at court. ITam, &c.” -

His cauftic temper mingled ritfelf even with hi
feafts, and would break out even in the midft o
pleafure and fociality. It was it thefe parties tha
he was moft fluent and licentious in fatire. I wa
oac day informed, that he had fpoken againit mein
very indecent terms, and had even brought in the
King. [ at firlt determined flatly to complain ty
his Majefty, but on refle&ion I chofe to write to
himfelr. :

¢ i,
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¢ Sir, I am informed of your feandalous f[peeches
¢ concerning me, and even the King your mafler.
¢ Ar for what ysu fay of me, it gives me no manner
¢ of concern but I cannat overlosk any feurrility on
¢ the King. I walue bis reputation; and be affured,
¢ that if you do not alter your bebaviour toward bim,
¢ [ fball lay it before bim, and you muft expec? the

1ave , ‘
g in ¢ punifbment which fuch an offence deferves. I am,
okl e :

lf:]s’ All the effeét of this letter was, that it in-
cuf%'. reated his malignity towards me, faying to thofe

ho were at fupper with him; Now, Gentiemen,
1y dilgrace is furely at band, Pompadsur threatens
2: then, reaffluming his gravity, he added, by

g{:(? 2y of reflection, See what Verfuilles is come to;
cor Qe vy women of pleafure pretend to domineer there.
far i hefe words were precifely reported to me; how-
ap:fivers 1 took no motice of them; but fome time

fier, this minifter, amidft his’ cups, fang fome
andalous couplets againit the King himfelf, and
e'ore a great deal of company. Of this infolence
wiorined his Majefty, and he was ordered to quit
e court.

His exile making a great noife in the world, and
conftrution being put on it which affeted his
robity and charatter, I begged of the King to de-
fare in public, that he was fatisfied with his con-
ud. .His Majefty did fo; and let this ferve as a
ecimen of his temper ; a prince, after being in-
lently ridiculed by a fubje& who owed him great
Wigations, fill vouchfafed to fthew tenderneis for
.

The government was at a lofs for a perfon fit
fucceed M. Maurepas at the head of the marine,
s now it was become a ftate myftéry. It bhad
en under Maurepas’s fole m:nagement during

E b) tb-r\y
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thirty years. M. Rouillé was pitched on, thoug;
no great genius; but he had formed fpecious plan;,
and aflured the King that within three years hc
fhould have a navy of fourfcore fhips of the line
I wifb, faid the King, be may make bis words gui
but I much fear be will fall very fhort

Italy was perfeily at eafe; the infant Don Phi
lip had made his entrance into Parma: we hear
at Verfaiiles that he lived very gaily there ami
concerts, plays, and balls. [ am afraid, faid th
King, that young Prince is tes fund of balls, an
my daughter will be perpetually dancing

M. de Noailles ufed to fay, that every countr
dance ~of Dan Pbhilip, in Italy, coft Spain a bundr:
thoufand livres 5 and bis mother bad paid the fiddl
before-band.

The Duke of Modena was reftored to his d

minions, and had all Don Philip’s paffion for fplefill "
dour and entertainments; but the war had ruin bi
him: the Duchefs ufed to fay openly, in the p
lace, bis Highnefs bas not wherewith to make tu
fingle minuet flep. She came 1o court withofl ™
thoes, to fhew the King the indigence to whid wh
the war had reduced their duchy.- Madam, fa
his Majefty to her, I am not in a much better il ™€
ditisn myfelfs but I bave a fboe-maker, who, "if ; 01‘1
pleafe, fball wait on you. Z
Genoa was free, fubje& only to its own gover o
ment, now re-eftablithed on its ancient footirg for.
The ambaflzdor from the court of Vienna, mes c}?q
ing that fenate’s envoy in the great gallery of Ve ' €
fallles, faid to him; Sir, the boufe of Aufiria fi _})au
gives your republic its revolution, only intends to be "’_

with it,
Rome was at reft, ‘the foreign armies whid
during the war, had been fuch a burden and tern

to it, -being withdrawn.
Napl
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Naples, now no longer under a neceflity of ex-
haufting itfelf of men and money, was beginning to
recover: all it ftood in need of, was only quiet
enjoyment of its fertile foil’and climate. Con-
cerning this fmall ftate, I remember a foreign mi-
nifter.once faid to me, that if ever be bad been [o
ambitious as to aim at a frvereignty, it would not be
that of Germany,. France, or Spain, but to be King
of Naples. His reafon was, that there the power
was derived direflly from beaven; and is the imme-
diate gift of Gad the Fatber bimfelf. ,

The nobility ftill complained at court of having
‘greatly hurt their fortunes in the war, and were
continually folliciting compenfations and rewards.

*" The Prince of Conti, lately created Grand-
Prior of France, faid openly, that his horfes had
no hay. [ wonder, faid Marfhal Belleifle, tbey are
not yet dead, for fo long agnr as when we were at Coni,
_bis Highne[sfed to complain of the fearcity of forage.

Lewis XV, did all he could to repair the for-
tunes of .the great by pofts, penfions, or govern-
ments; but he had a greater concern on his hands,
which was to repair that of the nation.

I remember once he mildly faid to fome, who
were unbecomingly urgent, that he would take care
them ; Have a little patience, I will provide for
cll as far as poffible; but before I attend to private
boufes, the great family of the flate muft be provided
for.  Another time he faid, before the whole
court, to a groupe of officers who talked much of
their campaigns, and atked rewards: Gentlemer, -
you bave indeed done me great fervices in the war,
but it is my defire you will do.me flill a greater in
‘peace, which is to allow.me firfl 1o eafe thofe who
bave borne the while weight of the war. Yousnly
Jent a band, but they bave exbanjicd their whale fub-
Slancein it, &c. &c. . <
< Marthal
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Maiihal Belleifle was not overlocked; befides
penfions, ranks, and honours heaped on him, all
the bodies of the ftate, as it were, ftrove which
fhould pay him the greateft marks of refpe&. The
French Academy itfelf, on his leaving Paris to go
to his government, compofed a formal harangue,
proving him the deliverer of France. A man of
wit has called the members of the French academy
the moft elegant liars in Europe.

The new naval minifter was bufily fearching for
timber, feamen, and money, all over the pro-
vinces; but he looked for what was not to be
found. On his return to Verfailles. appeared the
following memorial by an unknown hand. -

" MEMORIAL on the MARINE.

¢ Francke thould not think of forming a navy
gradually ; fuch a plan is impraéticable ; for the
Lnglith, who have an eye to the building of
every fhip we put on the ftocks, and build ad-
ditional fhips in proportion, thereby always fe-
cure a fuperiority.
¢ Thus Great Britain having, at prefent, a
hundred fhips of the line more than France,
will confequently always exceed us by that num-
ber, were we to build three hundred fhips o
war within ten years. o
“ \Ve have often fet about forming a navy,
but our endeavours have always been defeated
* Ly the Dritons.  They have taken -our fhips in
¢ times of profound peace, and declared them-
¢ felves our enemies by fea, before any war had
* commenced; their vigilance in preventing any
¢ thing which might affcét the fuperiority of their
navy, pays no regard to juftice or good faith.
A King of Lngland would be immediately de-
“ throncd by his fubje&@s, fhould he be for ad-
: ¢¢ hering

N
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« hering to the treaties made with France. It
¢ is a tacit maxim with that nation, that a trea-

hich [« ty is to fubfift only whilft France builds no

The thips. '

> go ¢ Time, which to all other diforders of govern-"

gue, ‘‘ment brings a remedy, here renders the difeafe

n of J ¢ incurable: building therefore is too flow a way;

emy B ¢ they know at London the very day when a-
“ ny fhip of war is finifhed, and when to be

5 for B ¢ launched. '

pro- ¢ This part of political ftrength muft be.form-

be {3

ed at once, and unknown to the admiralty of
¢ England. We fhould without dclay apply to

Holland, Denmark, the republic of Genoa, and
Venice; and there, at once, purchafe a proper
number of fhips; and if thofe ftates cannot ful-
ly fupply us, there is Malta, Algiers, Tripoli,

1avy Conftantinople, &c. No matter from what na-
- the Jll ¢ tion we have fhips, or how they are built, if
; of ll « they will but hold men and guns.
ad- “ Herein the ftriteft fecrecy muft be obferved,
s {e- | ¢ and the purchafes ‘all pun&ually made at one
“ and the fame appointed time; for fhould the
, 1 “ Englifh get any intelligence of our defign,
nce, 8 ¢ they would either by open force, or negotia-
am- {8 ¢ tioa, prevent an¥ fuch purchafe.
s of ¢ The want of feamen ftill remains; but here
"% againgwe may fupply ourfelves by the fame me-
vy, ¢ thod. 1In time of peace, the Maritime powers
atedJll “ have a great many more feamen than they want;
sinjl it is only making good offers to thofe men
em-J ¢ for the failor, like the foldier, is for the-beft
had @ “ bidder; his natural Prince is money, &c. &c.”
any M. Rouillé, on reading this memorial, faid
heir

The author bas forgot the main thing, money. He
would bave us purchafe a navy all at once, but does
n3t provide wherewith to pay for it at once.

A
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A ftatefman has often obferved, that moft ¢f
the proje&s offered at the court of France ar
deficient in the very foundation. The fchemer
writes on in profecution of his notions, till mect.
ing a rock, when all his fpecious reafonings are
wrecked.

M. de Belleifle told me that, in his clofet, he
had hundreds of memoirs for mcreafng the re.
venue and the natxonal wealth, infcribed to him by
the fineft genius’s of the kingdom; and that. he
might perhaps publith them with this title, A cci-
lection of wery fine, and wery ufelefs projects: < Idle
people, faid he, often have thoughts which the
bufinefs of placemen does not allow them to
have:’’ and added, “ that though memorial writers
do not always. make good their points, yet their
ﬁn&ures often put others on effe€tual improve-
ments.’

After the peace, the King -had had fent the
Duke de Mirepoix to London: on which Mar-
thal Saxe faid, that this nobleman, was perfeéily
fit for the embafly, having a very handiome leg,
and dancing prettly, which might be of good
confequence in a court which delighted in balls.
‘The reafons which inducéd the King to this choice,
have always been unknown to me. He never fo
much as mentioned it to me ull it was donec.
A very intelligent man, whom the king had oftea
employed in ftate affairs, faid to me, at that time,

¢ that M. de Mirepoix was neither fupple nor

complaifant enough for the I:ngliih neither was
he fufficiently acquainted with the refpedtive in-
terelts of the two nations: befides, continued he,
he has a great defect for an ambaﬂ'ad'or, he is too
honeft, fo that the Englith will impofe on him.”

He mlght perhaps have added, with equal truth,
that he had not a capacity equal to that employ-

ment. M. de Mirepoix had 1pem his youth in di-
verfions,

-

eSS0 To T
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verfions, and_the latter part of his life in war;
now the icience of negotiation . is not learnt either
at the play-houfe or in the camp.

This minifter’s conftant note was, that the court
of St. i]ames’s was perfe@ly pleafed with the peace,
and all its thoughts turned on the enjoyment of
it. He indeed wrote no more than he believed ;
for George the Second made him believe what-
ever he pleafed. .

The Englith minifter at Paris was my Lord Al-
bemarle, like ours, no great negociator. He had
been taught his leffon by heart. before he left
London, and when at Verfailles only repeated it.
On any reprefentation of the court of France be-
ing informed that the Britith court was making
military preparations, he anfwered, that it was a
miftake. This M. de Puyfieux was continually
faying to him, and his anfwer was ever the fame.
Englith policy is much more eafy than the French,
having but one path; fo that when once a Bri-
tith minifter has got into it, he rieed but go
ftraight on. ,

I faw this minifter fométimes; he fpoke our
language better than common, and exprefled him-
felf even with energy. He loved expence, and
lived nobleman-like; but he appeared to me to
have one fault, though indeed it is common to all

- the Englifh ; his very prodigalities had fomething

of parfimony in them. George the Second, who
had a great kindnefs for him, fupplied his expen-

. ces; for tho’ he lived fo high, he was very poor:

an Englithman, who had known him at London,
fpeaking of his arrival at Paris, faid, ¢ My
Lord will get a miftrefs there, run inydebt, and
die by fome accident.” The prophecy was fully
accomplithed: He lived with a girl, borrowed
large fums, and died fuddenly. -
Lewis XV.
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Lewis XV. was more conftantly with me
than ever ; I had brought him to a cuftom of fee.
ing me every day, and-never fpending lefs thar
five or fix hours in my apartment: I accompan.
ed him in all the journies, and had my apartments
in all the royal feats. The more I became ac-
quainted with his Majefty, the more I perceived
the exceeding goodnefs of his heart.

My hufband loudly complained of my living at
Veriailles, and wrote to me a very paflionate let-
ter, full of reproaches againft me, and ftill more
againft the King; amidft other indifcreet terms,
calling him tyrant. As I was reading this letter,
the king came into my apartment; I immediately
thruft it into my pocket ; the emotion with which
I received his Majefty, thewed me to be under
fome diforder; 1 was for concealing the caufe,
but on his repeated inftances, I put my hufband’s
letter into his hands. He read it through with-
out the leaft fign of refentment; I aflured him
that I had no fhare in his temerity ; and the bet-
ter to convince him of it, defired that he would
punith the writer feverely. N, Madan, faid he
to me, with thatair of goodnefs which is fo na-
tural to him, .your bufband is unbappy, and ﬂ.wuld
ratber be pitied. Hiftory does not afford a ik
paffage of moderation in an injured King. ’\I»
fpoufe, on being informed of it, left the kingdom
to travel.

Though the peace had diffufed quite through
Europe, 1t caufed violent agitations in the pol.ti-
cal bodies of France. The parliament of Paris,
amidft its mafy remonftrances to Lewis XV, ex-
horted h#n in a very fine fpeech,-to take off the
twentieth denier. ‘The deputies of that body ex-
prefled themfelves in this manner.

8
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So many millions of men now in indigence, fland
m need of immediate eafe and relief; whereas,

me
fee-

har . . X
) bould they be flill obliged to pay the twentieth de-
a:::- !u'ar, tbe} 'wil//Ze gut'teinable};oylift up their beads
Jacf again, and repair their fbattered fortune, and bence
ved [N ¢ general defpondency.
While families will be reduced to the mofl dread-
v at [ diffrefs, and thus be afraid of leaving behind
ter. I bem a numerous ifue, which would be a burden to
are [ them whilft living, and to whom they can tranfmit
ne. [ 0 ther inberitance than their wretchednefs.
er. The number of children, who" are the hspe and
'cl; {1ppart of the /’{zle, will be continually decreafing,
ichy [ 0¢ villages will be thinned, trade languifb, and the
ter [ witure of land ina great meafure at a fland. The
“ie. @ ruin of the farmers will neceffarily be foilowed by
&« W0t of the mobility, as their eftates will fuffer a ve-
h. W7y confiderable diminution; and thus thefe pesple,
im B9 that brave nobility, whofe valour is thesr file
.. [Wond chief refource, will be involved in one com-
g W rem ruin, : )
he I Count Saxe ufed to call the depaties of the par-
1a. [ l»ment the great-chamber pedants. Tbhey are for
44 W cbing the adminiflration, fays he, wbat it knows
e [ cter than themfelugs.  They are always barping
1 W the diffempers of the flate, without any word of
o IR 7emedy. Once, as the firft prefident was deli-
vering a pathetic harangue before the King, prov-
;i Jing the neceflity of leflening the weight of the
<. [l taxes, his Maujefty cut him thort with thefe words:
is. W Mr. Prefident; let but the parliament enable me to pay
n W the flate debts, and defray the prefent expences of
10 [ 1he Monarchy, and wery readily will I abolifh eve-
- B tax, duty, and impoft.
) A man of wit, and who knows the French tem-
per, ufed to fay, that thefe. ufelefs reprefentations
;, [ were become neceflary, as keeping up the people’s

fpirits,
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fpirits, who, "without a declared ProteGor, would
think themfelves for ever undone.
In Cardinal de Fleury’s indolent miniftry, and
the fubfequent wars, the government had net been
. able to take into confideration an abufe which ma-
nifeftly tended to difpeople the monarchy. Reli-
gion, in all wife governments, a fource of popula-
tion, was thinning the human fpecies.» All France
was mouldering away in convents : every town and
village had numerous communities of girls, who
made vows againft having children. The follow-
ing letter, which I received from a nun at Ly-
ons, and communicated to -the King, occafioned
deliberations for reforming this abufe,

% Mapawm, .

¢ I was at firft for writing to" the. pope, but,
_ ““ on farther refle&ion, I thought it would be full
“ as well to apply to you.- The pointis this;
¢ when I was but feven years of age, my parents
¢ fhut me up in the convent where I now am;
“ and on my entering into my fifteenth year, two
¢ nuns fignified to me an order to take the veil.
¢ I deferred complying for fome time; for though
““ quite a ftranger to every thing but the houfe
““ I was in, yet I fufpeted there muft be ano-
¢ ther kind of world than the convent, and ano-
 ther ftate than that of a nun; but the fifter of
““ Fefus’s beart, our mother, in order. to fix my
¢ call, faid to me, that all women who married
‘“ were damned, becaufe they lie with a man,
“ and bore children: this fet me a-crying moft
¢ bitterly for my poor mother, as burning eter-
¢.nally in hell for having brought me into the

€ world.
. ¢ I.took the veil; but now that T am twenty
¢ years of age, and my conftitution formed, I
% daily feel that I am not made for this ﬂated,
’ : [ an
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* and think I want fomething; and that fome-
¢ thing, or I am much miftaken, is a hufband. .

¢ My talking continually of matrimony fets the
- community a-madding; the fifter of the Holy

~  Gboft tells me, that [am Jefus Chrift’s fpoufe ;

“ but, for my part, I feel myfelf- much inclined
““ to a fecond marriage with a man.

““ On a young girl’s coming into a -convent, -
““ half a dozen wheedlers get about her, and ne-
“ ver leave her till they have perfuaded her to -
¢ take the veil. Children are buried every day in
“ monafteries, whilft their early age does not ad-
“ mit of any folid refleGtions on the vows they
are drawn to make. '

‘ Let me intreat you, Madam, to perfuade the
“ King to reform this abufe; it is a reformation
‘“ which both religion and the profperity of the
““flate call for. The facrificing fo many vi&ims
“ to the avarice of parents, is a great lofs of peo-
“ ple to the ftate, and the kingdom of heaven is

% not the fuller. God requires voluntary facré. -
" % fices, and thefe are the fruit of refle&ion. "It
“ “ is furprifing, that the laws, in fettling the age

“ for our fex’s paffing a civil contra&, fhould for-
“ get the age for making vows; is reafon lefs
¢ neceffary for contradting with God, than with
““ men? This I fubmit to yours and his Majefty’s

£ refle@ions: in the mean time, give me leave

 .to be,

Madam, :
Your moft humble fervant,
Sifter Josepn.”

_The King thought that fifter Fefus’s beart, and
fiter Holy Gbof?, had done wrong in drawing fifter
Jofeph into the ftate of celibacy, as with fuch
happy difpofitions for marriage, the bid fal’i"r to

o ave

~
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‘have been a fruitful mother, and thus have bénefit- -
ed the ftate, - T

To fupprefs the aforefaid abufe, -his Majefty
iffued an arret, forbidding all feligious communi-
ties to admit a novice iinder twenty-foui ‘years of -
age and a day. ’ '

Other bodies, befides the parliament, continu-
ed fetting forth to the court the 1mpoflibility the
people were under of paying the twentieth denier:
The ftates of Languedoc, with a peremptory kind
of humility; reprefented that it was a load the pro-
vince could by no means bear: the bithops, who
ufully employ their pens only in mandates, now
wrote memorials on the public diftrefs, - The King

~ordered them not to meddle «with money matters,
and diffclved the affembly: The Duke de Riche-
lieu, who was then at ‘Montpellier, feconded the
- court’s injunétions, and reftrained the bithops s
as- much as he could. S ]

On being thus debarred from writing or'meet-
ing, they appointed an extraordinary deputation to
lay before the King the condition of the kingdom.
They were admiticd to audience ; they made their

~{peech, returned ‘home, and the twentieth denier
was levied. ‘

A minifter of ftate ufed frequently to fay, that
thefe reprefentations only increafed the public char-
ges. Were the provinces to pay at firft, they
would fave themfelves the no fmall expences of
journies, correfpondencies, and deputations, not to
mention monopolies, which, on thefe occafions,
are unavoidable. ) ‘

; The ftates of Bretagne likewife offered their dif-
culties; but all the effe® of the repréfentations
of both was, that the court appdinte<¥:i‘»;:li_rn_f.e’tl>
dantsof the finances to go.and fettle thg levying of
that tax on thofe refralory provinees. ~ - Thef

. R “hefe
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. "Thefe diQtatorial proceedings of the ftates led the
council to take their meetings into confideration;
andy for fome days, it. was deliberated, whether
they fhould not be totally laid afide. A counfellor
of ftate, who'was for the diffolution, drew up a
memorial, ‘which the King was pleafed to commu-
nicate to me. This piece having never been print-
ed, confequently not known to the public, I fhall
give_ it a place here.

¢ The provincial ftates are of no ufe to France; .
“ fuch affemblies. might have been neccflary in
“ thofe times, when each province formed a fepa-
 ratekingdom ; but France being now nnited un-
‘¢ der one fingle government, can regulate its con-
‘. cerns fufficiently for 1tielf without any need of -
¢ aflemblies. :
“ "Thefe provincial ftates only keep a dmﬁon
betweerr the Prince and the fubje&, and are
an obftacle to the expeditious levying “and col-
le@ing of the impofts.
““ On his Majefty’s ordering a tax, however -
neceflary it be, to defray the extraordmary
expences, thefe ftates are “fure to oppofe it;
and immediately the'court is deluged with re-
mon&rances, and Verfailles crowded with depu-
ties: the general affairs muft be"delayed to -
iffue frefh orders, .and anfwer thofe fent the
ftates, for their writings are rather orders than -
memorials.  *
‘¢ This fufpenfion of ordinances has other very
bad effeéts; the fubje@s, become accuftomed

not to obey, look on the wants. of the “ftate
“ with the coldeft indifference, and the pubhc af-’
“ fairs go on heavily.
 The members of thefe affemblies are.- hke fo
‘many” petty fovereigns; their afcendency over
the minds of the people being without beiinds.
An Archbithop of Narbonne, on his coming
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¢ to Montpelher to open the flates, is received
"¢ with greater pomp than if Lewis XV. was to -
¢ make his public entry. ' '

¢ In a monarchical ftate, where the whole ay- '
o thonty thould proceed.only from one eentre,
€ it is dangerous to divide it by fubordmate

o ¢ bodies. -

% Thefe provmc:al fates likewife aﬂ‘e& morah-
i *ty and religion; thofe of Languedoc confift of
¢ twenty-four bifhops, or archbifhops, who thus
€¢are abfent from their diocefes three months out
¢¢ of the twelve; leaving in their flead their vi-
¢ cars, who have neither the like’.regard or- zeal
¢ for their flock; and in this interval,sa relaxa-
€ tion in dlfcxplme and manners . fppcads every
¢ where.

“ The luxury of thefe af@mbhes is equally fcan-
€ dalous, every.bifhop there having his court and
¢ courtiers, and keeping open table. To day
¢ the bifhop of Alaix has thirty covers on his
£ table; and to-morrow my Lord of Nifmes gives
¢ an entertainment, to which fifty perfons of dif-
¢ tintion are invited; and foon. -

¢ The diffolution of the ftates will be attend-
¢ ed with no diminution in the finances. The
¢ ftree gift, which is the principal bufinefs of thefe
¢ aflemblies, may be regulated like a common
¢ tax levied from year to year.’

The door of the provincial ftates being thus
fhut up, that of the affembly of the clergy im-
medxately burft open : it was ftill the fame obje&,

but here difcuffed in great.

‘ ‘The bufinefs, as in the other aﬂ'emb]les, was the
twentieth denier, and the free gift: though this bo-
dy, whenever called on by the King, pleads indi- -
gence, yet it knows that it is fo far accounted
rich, that all its ftudied fpeeches, on thofe occa-

,ﬁons, cannot bring:-the public to think-it poor.
: It
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It endeavours therefore to compound "with the
ing, and this time offered feven millions and a
alf to be exempted from the impoft. I have
eard a perfon, very well fkilled in fuch affairs,
ay, that the clergy fhould not be allowed to com-

o be admitted, it ought to be with the commonal-
y; which, as being -moft burthened, fhould be

her. .
The affairs of the clofet did not jnterrupt the
ourt entertainments : the King hunted as ufual,

n the little apartments. A tender and affe&tionate
riendfhip now -clofely united us; defire was fu-
erfeded lﬁfga calm inclination ; the friend had fuc-
ceded the miftrefs; our hearts glowed with all the
omplacency arifing from paflions,” without any of

ut not one -had he met with of a turn to make
im feel the delights of friendfhip, which a ge-
erous foul will always prefer. ‘The former is a
ommerce of pleafures, the gratification of which
s almoft ever followed by difguft: the fecond is a
ild fettled' delight, refident in the mind, and if
t does not minifter any relith to the fenfes, is
ore lafting, lively, and refined. The King him-
elf, at this time, affured me, that had he at firft
clt the delights of friendthip, he fhould never
ave given himfelf up to thofe of love. All paf-
lon was now fubfided in him ; for this name is
ot to be given to thofe defultory gallantries,
hen the conftitution only prompts to pleafure,
without any concurrence of the heart.

This excellent Prince often faid to me, that he
as happy in having a real friend, to whom he
ould communicate his fatisfaQions and his trou-

ound for taxes ; but that if any compofifion were -

referred  before all the other bodies put toge- -

ame to the plays, and every day fupped with me

he difagreeable circumftances accompanying them. .
everal women had infpired Lewis X V. with love, -

bles, -
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bles, for kings have theirs like other men; one
his greateft was the diftreffes of the people, and-th
impoffibility of relieving them fo fpeedily as h
"could have wifhed. He laid open to me the wholg

ftate of his mind, without an¥ referved fecrets;J §
all his heart was as well known to me as mfill
own: it was an uneafinefs for us to part, an [
we always met again with redoubled pleafure.-

" The King, as I faid in the beginning of the:jll o
Memoirs, hdd foon after my firft appearagce a
court, made me Marchionefs de"’Pompadour ; andjll ¢,
that I might. remain there with the greater defll pe
cency, created me a Lady of the palace. Thifllin
.new .place fhould have’convinced all Europe, thafllp,
there was no other commerce between his Majeftyill yp
and me than what arofe from efteem and friend |l ¢

fhip. But ill-nature purfues its point, regardlef
of all probabilities; and the ftate-malegontents
picked out -this paflage of my life to mangle m
reputati’;&n, &ec. v
.~ To return to politics: - bufinefs went on 4
Verfailles with great difpatch, that the King might
the fooner-have the fatisfalion he fo paffionately
- defired, of diminifhing the impofts, and makin
his people enjoy the benefits of peace. ™
* The marine was the principal point in view:
M. Rouille had haftily got together a little flee,
which, putting to fea, gave no fmall umbrage t
the Englth. The Britifh nation, with all its na
tural compofure, is all in flames at the bare mery
tion of a"French navy: concerning this, I re
“. member a jeft atthat time, that the Britons cuul
not clofe their eyer‘ﬁnce_ France bad an eye to its mari
time concerns 3 and that were we to build a hundrd
Sbips of the line, not a foul in England would hav
any fleep, ' R -
This navy, however, was but a beginning, an(
~ far fhort of what was intended. Yet could Eng

land Ve
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¢ thefe fhips ¥’ M. de Puifieux gave my Lord Ak
bemarle for anfwer, “ that the King of France

was not accountable to any power in Europe ; that
France was at - peace with Great Britain; ‘and

land afk France, ¢ what was the deftination of '

as my@ll that, conftquently, the latter had nothing to ap-

t, anifll prehend from thofe fhips.” - :

re.- The: court of St. James’s feemed fatisfied; yet

* thef: @ more “clofely watched our meafurés. L

ce i ‘The government’s attention was.for fome time

5 and [ taken up  with books; the French, than whom

:r_defll perhaps no people in ‘Europe are more reftrained =
Thisill in their fpeeches, fillily affe& to be the firft in their . .

2, 'thaz thoughts. They print their notions on what comes
.qjeﬁd vppermoft, and.the goygrnment is ever the firft’
Tien

thing to fall under their pen.. It isfaid that this
Jlicentioufnefs is owing to the above reftraint; and
I have heard that were not-fo many authors fent

15 it does. . . PR
" Very few of thefe feditious writings will bear.
reading, fome of them are not fo much as worth

trath the King’s penfioners, is doing them 'too
much honour. -

very thing requireds i3 did not give every thing.
On which the court fent a remonftrance to that
body, which it anfwered with another remon-
firance ;. but herein# fo little obferved the bounds
‘Wof moderation, that the. King diffolved the aflem-
"Qbly, and confined the bifhops to their diocefes.
"WThe next day a courtier faid in the King’s ante-

amber,” ¢“ that they ought to be fent: out of
‘“ the kingdom, and priefts put in their places:”
his a& of prerogative fo humbled the prelates,

hat they offered to comply with all his Majefty’s
‘Wpleafure. ‘

to the Baftile, Paris would not fwarm with them -

W lettre de cacket. - 'To make the authors of mere .

Though 'the affembly - of ~th‘elclergy"gréam,ed e

Vor. L ' F A
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~ fbops coming to Paris; they will affent to the fra

"4 leading man among the clergy, and wotes againf

" awould be no tax on any one. There is not a fubjed]

A nobleman faid to the King,’ Sir, if your Ma.
jefly will-be' no’ more troubled with the clergy’s re.
monfirances, a fure way will be, to forbid the bi.

gifts, or to any terms, only allow them to live there,

However, this affair of the bifhops difturbed the
King; and one day. he faid to me,” with fome e
motion, They are perpetually vexing me.  No fooner
bave I raifed a poor ecclefraflic to a dignity of o
bundred thoufand livres a year, than be fets up for

the free gift. Sir, faid I to him, metbinks there i
a way of Jatisfying all. The crown fbould, on th
death of the prefent poffeffor, appropriate to itfe)
balf of the revenue of the larger benefices. Thif

in France, defigned for the church, who would ni ‘ ﬁli
-think bimfelf under the bigheft obligations to yourlR,
Majefly, in conferring on bim an abbey, or a bifbop R, fel
ric, with a revenue lefs, by] Imif", than ‘wbaz g c}l)ll;
refent poffeffor makes of it. take upon me to brin 1
:fbit t::]t_oﬂ;w xtion;fl maje no df:bt but ibatg : wi
fpall find, in the kingdom, two bundred ecclefiaflic, @, €qt
who will gladly fet their bands to fuch an agreement. &, the
: This diminution cannot be accounted ugjufl, you ‘c‘le’
" Majefly baving the nomination %o all the large e
fices in_the kingdom; and the giver is always mafir@, :1"“
of bis gifts. No complaint lies againft a Princg, arec
who, inflead of a bundred and twenty thoufand livrel, ** ¥
@ year, which be can beflow on one of bis fubjelig, ? h
gives bim fixty thoufand, &e. e, y l.a"‘
Thefe few words, fpoken only curforily, werel "7
a few days after, followed by an exprefs memoridff, as't
addrefled to the Count dé St. Florentine, anlff, '8
which he prefented to the King. ' ‘r:eclrle;
: . : €qua
MEM to tz



Marchionefs of Pome ADOUR. 9y

- MEMORIAL
. Bl On the inequality of the taxes raifed on the Clergy.

: fbr ; ¢ It is a received maxim in economics, that a
Jere ¢ geometrical equality in the levying of taxes lefl-
3 thell’ ens the weight of them. A burden borne by all
‘e c B¢ the-members of a body is always light.

¢ The uneafinefs of the clergy concerning the
B¢ free-gift, and other impofitions, towards anfwer-
“ ing the neceflities of the ftate, proceeds not fo
B¢ much from the impofitions, as from the affefl-
¢ ments. The dignitaries, who fhould pay the
“ moft, always pay the leaft, confidering their in-
| comes: 'The whole load falls on the poor parith
¢ priefts, and other country incumben s, who ha\f
¢ fcarce a fubfiftence, and are more burthened 4%
¢ clergymen than as fubje&s. '
. % That the affentbly of the bifhops tax them-

¢ privilege belonging to the clergy, but a mere in-
¢ dulgence of the Kings of France; granted them-
‘ with a.provifo, that the affellments fhould be
¢ equitable, and that -the inferior priefts, who are
. B¢ the King’s fubjets no lefs than the greater ec-

* W clefiaftics, thould not be overcharged.

% The tax is rated by the income, which is an
¢ iniquitous affefflment: a prieft with only a hun--
* dred crowns 4 year, paying a crown, in effet,
“ is rated much higher than a bifhop, who, with
* a hundred thoufand Mvres a year, pays a thou-
‘ fand: a yearly. income of ninety-ning -thoufand
* livres being ever more or lefs fuperfluous; where- .
¥‘ as-he who has only a hundred crowns, by, be-
J° ing deprived ‘of one, muft feel it in the very
“ neceflaries of life. . N '
 The inferior clergy are the King’s fubjes
-f' equally with the higher. To allow the bithops

‘ to tax priefts, becaufe they are fubordinate 10
Fa = -~ ¢them

~

¢ felves, and the whole ecclefiaftical body, is not a '
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¢ them, is a manifeft error in government, the
¢ fpirital power having no claims in temporals,
_ * The impofition and afleflments of taxes apper-
““ tain to_the crown, the mitre has nothing to do

in it.
¢ The whole body of the clergy thould be tax.
ed once for all, like the body of the laity: what
tax the ctergy can pay may be eafily known;

({4
€

¢ it is only taking an account of the feveral fums il on
¢ which the clergy has paid for thefe laft twentj
‘ years; the twentieth part of the amount wil j§ %2
¢ be a fair yearly tax, as in twenty years an-ex-Ji§ ap{
a& ealculation may be made of the periodical |l dis
¢ wants of the ftate. In this interval, all the re- Ve
¢ volutions thay be reduced to a general fum. [ to
“ It may be left to the clergy’s choice to pay[ll not
“ the tax, without holding an aflembly: this|§ to
“ might be done by a tarif on the large and fmallJ§ did
% dignities and benefices,” or the tax might be le- the
"¢ vied by the King’s officers, as on the othefl -
* fubjets of the ftate, wit
© 7 ¢ The latter moft comports with the dlgmty que
s of the trown, and will likewife be more ad-J Mer
¢ vantageous. As the church is daily makmg ac- 3“:1‘
“ quifitions, and ‘its general opulence is continv-f
“ ally increafing by donations, the clergy’s pay§ d
“ ments fhould” be raifed in proportion to theifd ¢
¢« aggrandnzement - w
% This rife of the clergys tax would be W
¢ more than what takes place in the common inf§ = tF
« .pofts, - Artificets and trades-people pay more it o
‘¢ proportion to their thriving, though this be bii§ | ck
w

é their- own labour and mduftry ’”

I3

" 'The Amencan affairs, of which not a word ha
been heard fince the peace’of Axx-la-ChapeIk,
now began to employ the court’s attention. Th
Engh{hcomplamed by their ambaflador, my Lon

Albemarl
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Albemarle, that the French countenanced the In-
dians in. their pra&ices, and, underhand inftigated
them to moleft their fettlement in Nova Scotia.
M. de Puifieux told the Britith mmifter, that the
people of London were miftaken; ¢ The court
of France, -faid he, knows nothmg of this fup-
pofed inftigation ; and, very probably, it exifts
only in the fufpicious rhinds of the Englith.”

However, the firft fparks of that fire, which
was to kindle the war afreth, alreagy began to
appear. Advice came from Canada, that the In-

, the
sorals,

sdical [l dians were in motion; and though the cabinet of
s re.J@ Verfailles did not give dire& orders to the French
m. B to oppofe any fuch motion, neither did it tell them
> pay [ oot to do.fo. This filence left the commanders
thisB to guefs how they were to a& ; accordingly, they
fmall[l§ did not declare openly, bat let fecond caufes take
se le- | their courfe,
>therl] A minifter of a foreign court, formerly allied
with France, .and who, at that time, was fre-
gnity quently with M. de Puiﬁeux,y putinto his hands a
” ad.J} memorial on this head, which the King neverfaw,
» ac.J§ and it was not till long after that I read it
Ginel ¢ France, faid that piece, is not yet in a con-
pay “ dition to go to war again: things fthould be left
thei :: .to remain as they are, till fhe is able to cope

with England; otherwife every thing will be
s ol © ruined. The war by fea will give the turn to

im that by land:- Great Britain will chufe this
,re ol & jun&ure for inducing the King of Pruffia to ‘de-
e by “ clare againft France,  which thus will have two

 weighty wars on its hands, and only for a con-

“ tinent_of rio great importance, and Wwhich, at
1 hatll ® laft, it’ will certainly lofe, for the events of this
sellef§ © war may be eafily forefeen.

Til The Englith navy is much fuperior to that
Lo ¢ of France; and the King of Proffia has two
Jarlel © Hundred thoufand well difciplined men, ready,

F3. ;  at

©
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““ at the firft order, to march and make a power.
* ful diverfion in. Germany; and, with the ad-
“ dition of thofe in England, will unqueftionably
““ turn the fcale in the north. France is very well
‘- as it is, -and fhould aim .at nothing beyond keep-
ing itfelf fo, till a favourable opportunity fhall
enable it to do better. -
¢‘ ‘Nothing in America calls for hafte; you will
“ always have time enough to make good -your
“ claims thgre: the Savages are your friends ; they
“ cannot endure the Englith. At prefent inter.
*“fere no fariher than fomenting this variance
“¢ without promoting it; the time will come when
. "% you rhay make your own ufe of.jt: precipitancy
" ¢ fpoils the moft promifing affairs; whereas time
¢ and patience bring every thing to bear.
¢ Don’t imagine that your intrigues with the
¢ Americans blind Europe; the moft clandeftine
¢ pra&tices of courts are always dete@ed.  Already,
€% you are made accountable for the proceedings
“ of the Canadians, though you appear not to
““ concern yourfelves about them, - It is known to
¢ all Europe, that the North American favages
¢ a& without any’continued defign, when not
¢ fpirited up and direéted. "Every body knows
¢ thofe automata have no will of their own, fay-
¢¢ ing and doing only juft as they are bid to do.
¢ Your navy is but in its infancy, fcarce begun
¢ to be formed, fo that a war only of two years
- % would totally deftroy it. Before engaging ins
¢ war, there is"a fure way of knowing whetherlf.
‘¢ it fhould be undertaken, which is to weigh the
¢ advantages of the conquefts with the difadvan-
¢ tages of the defeats,  ~ .- :
¢ Should you beat the Englifh at fea, which is
 a circumftance out of all probability, you will
‘f‘ retain North America, which you already hiye.;
’ i

<

-

-
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¢ if beaten, and here the likelihood lies, you will

;;W:;: * lofe America, and perhaps all your other colo~
Snabl “ nies, for one conquelt ever leads to another,

- wdyl “ The Englith, though beginning the war only
Jkeep. “ on account of Canada, will avail themfelves of

“ their firft viftory to enlarge their views: and

fhal ¥ the court of St. James’s may afterwards ftrike .
5 will [ ¢ out fuch a fcheme of deftruction to France, as
“your “ perhaps, at Prefem, it does not t_hm]g of. .

they “ A great difadvantage to France, Is its having
intes “ no 'a]ly who can help it to recover l'ts_loﬂ'es__
qance Il ¢ 28aintt the Englith:-the Spanith navy is in no "
when | better condition than that of France; and the

“ Dutch rejoice in a war between the maritime
 powers, were it only for the vaft advantages
“ accruing to them from their neutrality. A con-
“ tinental power may retrieve the lofs of « battle
“ by a fubfequent vi€ory; a more experienced

tancy
= time

h the
eftine
‘eady,

dings * vourable: circumftances, will give a furn 10 a

“ land-war; but the ‘maritimie concerns of France
* are {o fituated, that a colony taken from it is
“ loft for ever; its thips, the only means of bring-
* ing it- again into the path of vi&ory, being de-
* ftroyed.” . : :
‘This memorial, however approved by fome po-
liticians to whom -I “have fince fhewed it, had not
the effe@® which myjight have been éfpected; ano-
ther, afterwards- prefented. to the fame Minifter,
fet the fame obje& in a very different light. -
It is faid that the members of the Englith par-
liament being generally of contrary opinions, long
.JJdebates are very frequent in that affembly; and
that thefe debates produce lights, from which the
hearers receive great improvement, and become
better qualified to ferve their country. It 'is o-
Jtherwife in France: here the contrariety of opinions.

F 4 only

<

“ general, better difciplined troops, or more fa-

v
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only bewilders the underftanding, and increafes- the
confufion. ’

1

~ % The Englifh will never keep within the limits

¢
(19

«
“
7
¢
¢

«
{3
13
7]

[

.

¢ . The Canada affair, faid the laft writer, too
nearly concerns the French monarchy, “to be left
as it is. Every minute we lofe diminithes our
power, and augments that of our enemies. The
war ought to have been continued, had not fe.
cond caufes forced the government into a peace;
but thofe caufes no er fubfifting, we fhould
take up arms again.

afligned -by the commiflaries, - "They will, by
fkirmifhes and fecret pra&ices, be eyer endea-
vouring to come beyond thofe barriers: they
muft be prevented in time, their fchemes mutt
be deftroyed at their very firft appearance, other-
wife it will be too late. ’ :

““ The lofs of Canada would be «n inconceivable

detriment to .France.. It is_that.to which Eng-Q ., ;
land owes its being miftrefs of the fea, openingl
“to it numberlels branches of commerce, whichll , €
it would never have known without being_pof-§f f
fefled of this continent. T . ((
* Though we have no great navy, yet have@ i-
we thipping enough; a fea quarrel is not thel b‘
point, but a land war. It is enough for us ol [
fend over fome troops to Canada; the Ameri-J§
can affairs have no conne&ion with thofe of oulf , 2
country. Should any difturbances happen inff, "
Germany, they will fpring from a quite differentff, ¥
caufe; and if the King of Pruffia declares againtQ ,, ]‘;’
France, it will be for fome particular views offf .
his own, quite foreign to our colonies; hefl
‘would declare himfelf, if we had no difpute withl§ fa
the Britons about Canada. B P
“ It is not the firft time of our having feveralf} & P€
wars on their hands, or, rather, it is impoffible} . ©.
that we thould have but one at a time. P

- ¢¢ Qur
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" % Qur coficerns are fo clofely linked with the
. % other powers of Europe, that on our arming,
“ five or fix princes cannot avoid declaring. .

¢ The fituation of affairs in Camada lays us
“. under a neceflity of renewing the war: we can-
¢ not continue in the ftate we now are in; the
¢ capital effort of our politics thould be to recover
“ the advantage which we loft by means of the
“ Englifh. ) -

“ Amidft all the magnified fuperiority of the
¢ Britith navy, its fucceffes are’ not fo certain as
“ fuppofed. Advantages in war depend on a great
“ number of unforefeen events. It is often ob-
“ ferved, that the certain expeQation of a viQory
“ has fuddenly turned into the difappointment of
“ a defeat.

‘“ England has not had time, fince the peace,
“ to increafe its marine; its naval force is, at this

“ fore the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, we could
‘“ defend ourfelves at fea, and ftill can: but if
“ we defer any longer, the time will be over;
“ for the Britith navy now is encreafing every day.

“ Qurls~will be—f6 much inferior, as not to dare

be obliged to relinquith North America.

 Let us, without delay, begin the war again,
“ and then we fhall drive the Englith out of Ca-
nada; whereas, by continuing the peace, they

-we muft either give up that part of America to
England, or prepare to difpute it. o

¢ 'The-favage nations are our allies, they mor-
tally hate the Englith; and fhall we delay avail-

people without any fixed laws, is naturally given
to change. ' The Canadians love war, and def-
“ pife fuch nations as live in peace:’ twenty - years

Marchionefs of PompaADOUR. 10§ -

¢ day, juft as it was at the end of the war. Be- .

will difpoffefs us. This is no time for parlying;

ing ourfelves ‘of fuch a favourable difpofitton? A '~

Fs ina&ivit/% E

P

-~

“ to fhew its face before them; and then we fhalt
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inalivity would give them an ill opinion of the
French; whereas, feeing us at.war with a na-
tion whom they hate, they will etteem us, and
“ come into a clofer alliance with us than before,
¢ &C-” -

Thefe memorials made no alteration in the ge-
neral fyftem; both fides ¢ontinued to diffemble,
and exprefs a defire of cultivating the peace. . Eng-
land applied itfeif to increafe its navy, and France
fent orders to Breft and Rochfort, for building
thips with the utmoft difpatch.

Amidft the moit earneft concern to redrefs the
calamities of the ftate, no expedients could be
found for fo great and good an end. ‘The people-
could not be relieved but by abolithing the taxes;
and the expences of the ftate could not be an-
fwered but by new impofts: every branch of the
government was embarraffeds fo that the King
often faid to me, with a painful fenfe of fuch 2
fituation, I know not where to begin.

The advantages of the encouragement of tillage,
the improvement of arts, the increafe of trade,
the difcharge of the national debt, were only in
perfpe&tive ; whereas the people ftood in need of
prefent relief. Obferving that the ‘public affairs
greatly affe@ed the King’s temper apd conftitution,
I contrafted them with diverfions. I may fay, the
moft gay and friking conceits of imagination; for
pleafing the fenfes, were now exhibited at Ver-
failles. In all the entertainments which I gave to
the Monarch, there was little of my own; I had
people of tafte at Paris who furnifhed me with
original materials, to which I only gave a'few re-
touches. )

Amidft all my inventions to draw-the court from
that mournful flate which the perplexity of affairs
thed on it, I perceived that the King was not fo
cheasful as 1 could have defired. He had a cloudif-
_ nek




pefs in his looks, which were naturally {prightly ;
he was,, likewife, more thoughtful than ufual.
Alarmed at this lugubrious fcene, I took the liberty
to afk his Majefty the caufe of fo unhappy an al-
teration. He vaguely anfwered,  that he was
not fenfible of any alteration, and that my com-
pany ftill was his chief delight:’” the revolution,
however, was but too certain.

My enemies having mifcarried in their defign
of inducing the King to remove me from court,
by political motives, fet religion to work; and no

the [ lefs a perfon than his Majefty’s confeffor was put
i be [ at the head of this cabal. He was a Jefuit with
ople | only morality for his inftrument’; but as that, with
xes; [ Prince, feldom gets the better of pleafure, he
an- [ contrived a way. which. ftruck my. Monarch.-

This reverend father. employed one of the beft-
hands in Paris, in' a. piGure’ reprefenting the tor-
ments of helk Several crowned: heads feemed
chained down. in- dreadful fufferings; there was no-
beholding their contortions without fhuddering.
This infernal mafter-piece he made a prefent of to-
Lewis XV. The King having viewed it for fome
time with a frown, afked the meaning of the pic~
ture;. the very thing the fon of Loyola wanted.

“ Sire, faid he, the Prince you fee there {uf-
“ fering eternal torments, was an ambitious Mo--

delight in glory and power. He next to him,..

* whaom the devils are infulting, was an avaricious'
‘ monarch, who laid up in his coffers immenfe’
* treafures, fqueezed from his opprefled fubje&s..
‘ This third wretch was an indolent fovereign,.
* who minded nothing, and inftead of governing:
‘ by himfelf, left every thing to his minifters,
* whofe incapacity produced infinite mifchiefs.
* This fourth, whofe fufferings exceed thofe of:
* the others, his crime being greater, was a vo--
- ¢ juptuous-
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“ narch, who facrificed his people to his vain .-
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“ luptuous.King, openly keeping a concubine at
** his court;iand by this fcandalous example had
¢¢_filled his kingdom: with debauchery, " &c.”

The allegory was coarfe, and becoming a2 monk,
who, in the want” of the means to attain his ends
in this world, has recourfe to things of the other
life. Lewis. XV. who faw into the drift of the
pifture, ordered the meralift to withdraw, but the
impreffion remained.

"This was not the firft time that the churchmen

- had prefumed on their office, and abufed the King’s

goodnefs. A prelate had made him perform an ig-
nominious a& of penitence when fick at Metz. .

I ufed frefh endeavours to relieve the King from
this return of languor, and had in a great meafure
fucceeded, when a family concern brought on a

. fevere relapfe.

The Dauphin was now in his twenty-fecond

~ year, which, by the cuftom of France, intitled

him to be intrufted with the affairs of the crown,
This Prince had always fhewn' the moft fubmiffive
deference to the King his father, but of late had
put himfelf at the head of a party, moft of whom
were my enemies: they expofed me with all the
venom of fcurrility, and even brought in the King
Lewis XV. knew it, and this was what accafigned
that inward confli& which gave him fo much trou-
ble. After communicating his fituation to me, he
{aid, And what would you do, Madam, in fuch a cafe?

. % Sire, anfwered I, I would admit his Royal High-
% nefs the Dauphin into every council, and allow|
.:%¢ him'all the honours due to his rank and birth.”

Well, faid the King, J will follew your advice; and

foon after the Dauphin faw bimfelf fent for on
every important deliberation. o "
M. de Machault, then at the head of the finan-

* ces, left no ftone unturned to put them in a good

-condition: he was urged on every fide.
. Rouillé
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Rouillé afked very large fums to form a navy; the
prayers of anauities were. perpetually at his elbow,
and his apartment’ was never clear of thofe who
had advanced money in the late war. - He one day

1€ at
. had

ank,

ends [l faid to the King, in my hearing, Sire, F know not
\thﬂ' . bO‘tU I.ﬂutbt WOfId, Ijba/[ -anffmer yayr ?ngagemmt; ;'
" the

every body is making demands on me, and no. body will
i the give me any credit. : »

Marthal Belleifle, to whom that laborious mi-
men [ nifter often ufed to pour forth his lamentations,

told him, “ Sir, I fee but one way for you, which

11g- @ ¢ is to make the ftate a bankrupt. When a ma-
- - “ chine is out of order, the only remedy is to flop
rom i “ its motion, and to fet it to rights again.”

This advice, however, was not followed; and
on ajff - inftead of flopping the machine of the finances, in
7~ | order to fet it to rights again, it remained in all
cond its former diforder. I have fomewhere, among
i my papers, a fcheme for difcharging the national
>wn, J§ debt, in which the author, who was accounted a
“flivel} very ikilful ceconomift, advanced, that, for the

hadj fettlement of an invariable order in the finances, .
homl the flate, every twenty-five years, fhould declare
the[l itfelf infolvent; and the creditors compound with
ing. @ the King, as with a private infolvent. »
ned “ France, faid this paper, will not hear of
“ making itfelf a bankrupt, but the way it takes to. -
» hell  avoid it, is ftill more burthenfome; for whén
afe?!R “ the King’s debts grow troublefome, does he not
igh-@ ¢ lay very enerous impofts on the people for the
lowll “ payment of them? Now this is a remedy worfe:
‘th”f§ “ than the difeafe, becaufe the colle&ing of a tax,
“ it is known, falls little fhort of doubling it.
He extorts from one ‘to pay another; a. bank-~
ruptcy would ruin only a part of his fubje&s,
whereas the means of payment impoverifhes
«00lfl “ every body.”

. 1am .
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__ pleafure of beftowing.

I am not fufficiently acquainted with Enance;,

to determine whether a wife King, in order to f{
make his people_eafy, fhould begin by forfeiting be
the confidence of the wealthy part of his fubje&s. [l }
. There are always fome exceptionable things in [l .
* thefe kinds of memorials. A perfon of a great
genius has. often told me,  that fhould all the W
fine proje&s, for making France the moft opulent [ i
ftate in Europe, be carried into execution, it [ ;T
would. perhaps make it the very pooreft in the [ oo
univerfe.” . , W rer
- The particular favour with which Lewis XV. B
continued to honour me, drew great numbers to W e
my -apartment, fo that | had every morning a § (he
full court: fome perfons of eminence appeared [ 1o
there purely to- pleafe the King; but the bufinefs [ tin
of the multitude was intereft. I had brought the [ goc
latter to give me memorials, as otherwife, I could [ 1
never have recolleCted fo many different objeQts. W gre
It is impoffible for thofe who live at a diftance [ ;cc
from court, to conceive the various clafles of afkers, ?
and what a number of favours the throne has the J had

I have read, in an original paper, that

XIV. allowed all his fubje@s, who had any demand

to make ‘at court, to apply dire@ly to- himfelf. T
Had fuch an indulgenee been continued under the § ever
prefent reign, Lewis XV’s whole life would have [ thei
been_taken up only in giving audiences. Thefe W me,
memnorials I had read to me, and afterwards-talked- ¥ ever
* them over to the King. e B ay.
Befides thofe who atked favours, I was likewife: N prod
teazed with complainers, and. indeed thefe were: [ fecte
ufually more in number than the others. -~ ¥ who
_ In fo large a kingdom as France, it is fcarce pof- T
fible to.prevent all abufes ; fome neceffarily. arife  § age,
from the very conftitution, and the maintenance of § bear
- - political ¥ fene
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:él, golitical order. But one complaint fo particularly

to firuck me, that I thought it deferved to be laid
ing W before the king. ‘This. was the difregard: of the

s,
in
eat

childsen . of officers dying in. the fervice. of their
country.

A general officer, if no gentlemap by .bicth,
though, by his. courage, he- had fecured the pri-
vileges both of the throne and mobility, leaving .-
iffue, they were excluded from nobility ; and foon
coming to intermix with the comm:i]m ty, no trace

:nt

remained of the families which had/ performed the

V. greateft fervices to the ftate: a hero’s atchieve-
to W ments died with him, his pofterity were never
a [ the better for his exploits. 'This I mentioned
ed W to the king with a fenfible concers, ard fome
As | time after his Majefty, ever inclined to what was
e W good and proper, iffued an edié&, ennobling mili-
Id |§ tary officers and their pofterity. The different de-
s. [ grees of this nobility were fpecified in the edi&;
e [ according to the different ranks of the oﬂicers.rj
Sy No body in the kingdom apprehended tha
1€

had any fhare in this refolution; fo that, unlefs-
my papers. @@MMM@ will
never know that this eftablifhment, which gave fo
much fatisfaltion, was owing to me. o
The- courtiers were in- as great a ferment as
ever. 'Fhey who found there was no puthing
their fortune by my means, endeaveured to hur¢
me. Herein they often made ufe of isdecent, and
even infolent talk, befides the bafenefs of .ealum-
ny. Several cabals had been formed, and thefe
produced clathing- and competitions, which af-
feCted the crown, as flirring up difcontent in thofe
who held the principal pofts- of the ftate. :
The chancellor de Agueffean pleaded his- great
age, and laid down bufinefs, as no-longer able to
bear the weight of it. A courtier, who was.pre-
fent when the King reccived his sefignation, faid

O W R E
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to him, Certainly, Sire, M. de Agueffeau muft b
above a century old, for at-a bundred years, ome i
Sl young enough to be chancellor of France.
Several other place-men quitted, alledging that
they could not live in a-court where every thing
was ruled by a woman: but this philofophy was of
the lateft ; “they never had any thoughts of retire.
ment, tilltheir endeavours to raife themfelves to the
very higheft pitch of fortune, had mifcarried; and
fome, in their voluntary exile, had fet inftruments
to work, for making their appearance again on the
theatre of power, which they had fo lately quit-
ted.
- M. de Machault had the feals. This circulati-
on of pofts, diametrically oppofite in praice, and
requiring different talents, has been the fubje& of
much complaint: but the. fault lies in ambition,
In France fubaltern pofts are looked on only as in-

- trodu&ory to the more honourable and lucrative
" employments. On the vacancy of any great oi-

fice, my apartment was crowded with compe-
titors, who all had a genteel competency ; but
they wanted profitable pofts, t6 ma oW i
the .world. . - T
The round of diverfions which I had fettled
at Verfailles, to recover the King from that le-
thargic heavinefs which was growing conflitutio-
nal, did not break in on general affairs. Lewis XV,
daily devoted fix hours to bufinefs. In the morn-
ing he employed himfelf about the foreign and
domeftic affairs. o
" The death of Marfhal count Saxe now caft a
damp on the feflivity of the court, I remember
a man of wit, being in my apartment when
the news came, faid to me, Now, Madam, we
all foon bave a war, for be was the only one of

“all bis Majefty’s generals whom the King of Prufis

in -the leaft feared.

The
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The frequent conferences between Lewis XV,
and this hero gave me an opportunity of ftudying
his temper ; for there is a pleafure in knowing -
great.men ;'and his mind was of a fingular caft: ali
his private behaviour favoured of the common man,
great only in the day of a&ion; then his.foul if
I may be allowed the expreffion, affumed a new
form; it became piercing, noble, and exalted: a
new light beaming on his mind, he had an inftan-
taneous perception of every thing. His imagination
“had nothing to do, the military genius which in-
fpired him at thofe times was all-fufficient; yet
after - the battle, all this flame and magnanimity
funk again into littlenefs and vulgarity, nothing
great remained in him but the fame of his ac-
tions. .

In private life, he addiGted himfelf to fenfuality
in its moft brutith exceffes; he was a ftranger to
that refined love which diftinguiflies noble from
vulgar fouls, delighting in the company of women
only for debauchery; for all his miftreffes were
common proftitutes, Whilft he was difturbing all
Europe by his vi@ories, the gallantries of La Fa-
vart, an a&refs, allowed him no eafe. )

They who were often with him fay, that he
had fcarce any tin&ure of learning; war was all
heknew ; and that he knew /without learning it. -
Some politicians have thought, that his death
wrought a change in the fyftems of Europe, and
particularly, that the king of Pruffia would never
have renewed the war, had Maurice been living:
it is certain that one man may change the whole
feene of our political world.

I have read, in original memoirs of Lewis XIV.
of furprifing revolutions, brought about .only by
the afcendency of one mortal. Count Saxe had
long laboured with indefatigable ardour in purfuit
of a repofe which he never enjoyed; for fcarce h}";ld

' e
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" he feen himfelf in that fummit of grandeur to
which his military talents had raifed- him, than
death laid him in the grave. Befides the royal
feat given him by the King, in reward of his fer.
vices, with fuitable incomes, he was invefted with
the higheft dignities and honours.. ,

This general left behind "him an inconteftable
reputation; his very enemies allow him. to have
* been a confummate warrior 5 but if he did a great
deal for France, France ftill did more for him;
he never wanted for any thing. The King’s com- |,
miffaries conftantly furnithed him with plénty of
all neceflaries; he had large armies,. and fought in
_acountry which has almoft evér been the- theatre
of French viQories, and where the glory of the
French name has fhone in its greateft luftre,
. Farther, Maurice had with him the King’s- beft

troops, impatiently longing to fignalize themfelves,
I heard one of the trade, and reckoned to under-
fand it thoroughly, fay, that to be a hero, a man
fhould have paffed through all the military paths

* leading to glory ; whereas Maurice,. in the fervice
of France, trod only one, and that fmoothed for
him ; he was never put.to thofe trials-where a
commander, being forced to exert all his abilities,
approves himfelf a general.

I have read in the manufcript memoirs of
Lewis XV. that the great Conde’s enemies put the
Queen-mother on fending him into Catalonia only
witha fmall body of troops, and thofe of the ve-§,,
ry worft. Conde, who knew his enemies views,
wrote thus to his friend Gourville: I bave been fent
bere to attack the gods and men, with only fbadows to
Jfight them. I foall mifcarry; bow can it be otber-

- wife, when the mearis of beating the enemy bave
been all teken away from me? Yet this hero,
under the difadvantages both of numbers and the
- ¢limate, baffled all the efforts of Spain. Th
: : e
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The death of Marfhal Saxe occafioned a revo-
lution in the minds of the. military courtiers.
They who hitherto had hid themfelves behind
his ‘merit, made their appearance: all put in for
this hero’s poft, and not ene of them was_qualified
for it. ’ . o

The King, on the firft notice of count Maurice’s .
death, faid, I am now without any general, I bave
mly. fome captains remaining.. Lowendahl, how-
ever, was flill living; but it is faid, the genius
of thofe two men .was formed to be together, and
that the heroic virtues of the latter derived their
fplendor from the fuperior qualities of the other.
A courtier faid, on this head, Lewendubi’s exphoits
are over 5 bis caun\/éllar is dead. . .

Whilt Verfailles was full of this event, "the
Pope’s nuncio came to acquaint Lewis XV. that
the King of Pruffia had granted the free exercife of -
the Roman Catholic religion at Berlin; and that
even the religious were allowed to fetile, and wear
the habit of their refpe&ive orders.. A courtier
hereupon faid to the King, Sire, that Prince is for
baving a little of every thing. Once nothing would
g0 down with bim but foldiers, now be mufi bave
tme monks.  Another courtier replied, Since be
begins to fancy gowns, let me advife your Majefly to
make bim a prefent of all the Fefuits in France.” A
third added, That article fbould be kept for the next
treaty of peace, and let fix Loyolites be exchanged for
me foldier. ‘The fyftematical people, however,
attributed this indulgence to policy; for' when a
Prince is looked on to be full of fchemes and de-
figns, every ftep of his is nicely canvafled, and
various conftruétions put on: it. Somre faid that
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ave %i"g of Pruflia thereby intended to ingratiate
::;, hinfelf with the court of Rome, as, by its intrigues
e 3

with weak and fuperftitious princes, it can amply
make up its. want of temporal frength. Some
. . - -thought -~
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the land-tax was found to be the moft burthenfome,,
as not proportioned to the real income. The old
tax was ftill levied, without confidering any decays,
or damages of eftates and lands; many a market<
iown, or village, which had formerly been able
to pay large fums, was now no longer fo; yet the
fame duty was required. -

The ‘government deliberated on ways for a-
bolifhing fuch an unequal tax, and fubftitute ano-
ther. of a more proportionate affeffment. This
had, for fome time paft, been often propofed, but
always reje@ed. It was now again taken into
confideration, and after the moft minute difcuf-
fions, it was found beft to leave things as they
“Qvere, left worfe inconveniencies might enfue. It

s faid, there are abufes in government, the refor-

ation of which would do more harm than the
very abufe itfelf. ‘This was the opinion of the
inifters, and of the King himfelf; but it was
ot mine, -having always thought that no good can
ome from evil. - We had often little debates a-
ut government, for Lewis XV. as I have faid
n the beginning of thefe Memoirs, has a great
eal of wit and good-fenfe, and efpecially avery -
eady penetration. “ You, Madam, would he

fay to me, look on the political community as
a private family, whereas it is to be confidered
as an univerfal fociety, comfifting of different
“ bodies, the conjun&ion of which eonftitutes the
 ftate. " Amidft this immenfity of obje&s, con-
 duéted by men of oppofite views and interefls ;
' the fecurity and well-being of the ftate is upheld
by thofe very thimgs which feem to undermine

it. In a private family, there is only one fingle

8™ plan of adminiftration, “the abufes are few, eafily

. f animadverted on, and the reformation of them
n {‘* reftores that unity of government which is the
b

perfe&tion of fuch a fociety: but in the general
“ community,
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¢ community, good is to be continually ballan.
“ ced by evil, and in this equi-poize lies the po.
¢ litical order of the ftate..

¢ If fo, Sir, faid I to him, how is it that thofe
¢ ftates, where the moft abufes are reformed,
¢ are the beft governed. . The Mufcovites, of all
¢ the European nations, were the leaft civilized,
¢ and confequently the ‘moft unhappy, till Peter
¢ the Great appeared, who vigoroufly fuppref.
“¢ fing abufes of all kinds, from his reformation
¢ has fprung a powerful nation, a rich and happy
 people. .

¢ Brandenburgh had neither force nor power;
¢ the art of war -was fcarce known there; it lay
“¢ in obfcurity ; it was of no account among the
¢ ftates of Europe; and this contemptible condi-
. ¢ tion was, in a great meafure, owing to many
¢ abufes which its fovereigns either could not or
¢ would not reform. But in our times, one of
¢ jts fovereigns has fupprefled abufes, introduced
¢ political order and military difcipline; and this
“¢ reformation has enabled him to a& a capitil
_ % part on the theatre of Europe.

¢ England is faid once to have been nothing
¢ till the parliament took in hand to form its
- 4 power. It has fince been continually retouch.
¢ ing the political fyftem, and corre&ing a num.
¢ ber . of abufes, which, for feveral centuries,
¢ hindered this ftate from emerging into power
¢ and reputation; and now its &ills fhew the con-
¢ tinued fyftem of its greatnefs.

¢¢ France, Sir, is 2 home inftance of this. Lewi
¢ XIII. a weak Prince, and wholly governed b
¢ his minifters,. concerned not himfelf about 2
¢« bufes ; hé left the ftate as he found it, full o
4 mifmanagementand diforder. Your great grand
4 father changed the whole, and by the refor
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« mation he brought about in all the branches of
% government, imparted as it were, a new genius

to his people. P

« France, during the firft years of Lewis XIV.
“ rofe to a pitch of glory and grandeur beyond any -
# thing ever feen in the Roman empire.”

Here the King fmiled, and very obligingly
faid to me, * I own, Madam, I did not think
“ yon had been fo well acquainted with thefe
“ points; it gives me infinite pleafure that, be-
% fides the graces of wit and vivacity, you are pof-
“ feffed of that knowledge which enlarges and
;[ revives the judgment. The world is often de-
“ ceived in thofe matters, continued the King,
“ and the greatnefs of Princes is almoft ever con-
I founded with the happinefs of the people. A
‘ Sovereign may make reformations in his king-
‘ dom, and his fubjeQs be never the better for
* them; he is the only gainer by the change.

¢ Peter I. made confiderable alterations in Muf-
“ covy, but did not thereby make the Ruffians
“a whit the happier. The revolution was
“ felt only by the ftate. The Monarch became
“ great and powerful, but the people flill con-
“ tinued little and mean; for to have brought
-f' them . from the abje& ftate in which they then
-j were, required the fuppreffion of a multitude of
“ civil abufes and vices, which continued after

his time, and ftill fubfift. ‘The prefent Muf-
‘ covites are fordid flaves, with all the ignorance

and fuperftition of their fore-fathers, who liv- .
il ed before the reign of that great ‘reformer
Peter. And if the empire, once without a fol-
dier, has now a numerous army; yet this ad-
" ventitious power depends on the chance of a
* battle or two.
 Pruffia, with all the reformations made there
does not find itfelf more happy. The people,

) ¢ amidft
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¢ amidft their Monarch’s vi&ories, groan nnder
¢¢ the weight of the military burden laid on them;
¢ and its power depends on the exiftence of one
¢ fingle man. When Frederick comes to die, its
¢ political ftate dies with him. : :
¢ It is a queftion, continued the King, much
“ debated whether “the Englith are more power.
¢ ful, and are more "happy, than they were be.
¢ fore thofe volumes of reforming 4il/s were in be.
“ ing: this is a point the nation itfelf is not agreeq
“ on. Thereis a party in England which af.
¢ firms that the government .is intirely ruined,
¢ and the political ftate indebted beyond what it
¢ able to pay; and that it cannot anfwer its ne.
©. ¢ ceflities. YetI am inclined to think that Eng.
¢ land is increafed in ftrength; but this is rathe
“* owing to the inadvertency ‘of other powers thay
¢ to any reformations of its own, which woulf
“ have profited very little, had its neighbours fol
" ¢ lowed its example.
¢ As to the inftance of our own country, I hav
¢ wifhed that France had been in the fame fitu
¢ ation, at my acceffion to the throne, that Lewi
¢ XIIL left it in. His fucceffor, what with re
¢ formations, fplendor, and glory, reduced' it f
¢ low, that it will be ages before it is thoroughly
¢ recovered. :
¢ Our political difcuffions were always mixe
¢ with politenefs and compliments; never did
¢ word come from Lewis XV’s mouth which ha
 any thing of afperity in it, &c.
_, “ England fill kept a watchful eye on t
_ “ French navy ; and, on our fide, the increafe
¢-it was the miniftry’s chief obje&. All M. Rou
¢ ille’s demands of money were immediately an
¢ {wered, and he loft no time: fhips were dail
%¢ launched. ~
i : ¢ Franc
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nndel France and England were, indeed, at peace;
them; [l but a&ed with the fame miftroft as if at open
of onc[l] war; the public expences rofe high; yet the
die, its [jf French, who are continually complaining, did not

in the leaft murmur, fo convinced was every one
of the abfolute neceflity ot having a mavy capable
of facing that of Great Britain.

In the mean time, all the minifters continued
declaring themfelves againft me; the very perfons
'who, through my intereft with his Majefty, had
Wbeen promoted to the obje& of their withes,

were the moft forward in promoting my difgrace.
Since my living at Varfailles, I have often lament-
ol this flagitioufnefs, which is, as it were, innate
Jlin the human mind. No fooner is a man invefted
with honour and power, than he ftudies to cut off
the hand which raifed” him. It is not my inten-
tion to enter into all the arts and pra&ices of m
emies; there would be no end of the allufions,
tles, ftories and fongs, induftrioufly diffeminated
over the kingdom to expofe me. However, I
was always exally informed of what was faid a-
«bout me; but of -fome of my revilers .I took no
Jnotice ; others I threatened .to complain. of to the

much
power.
2re be.

as a thoufand times for leaving the court, had I
ot apprehended that the King being now habj-
]tei[ f:o fee me daily, it might fhorten his valu-
e life. : .

The Count de Argenfon, fecretary at war, did
ot love me, faying, ¢ That I gave too many
ilitary pofts; that he had not fo much as a lieu-

- Roufjation was fo far from being true, that I never
Jly anfftcommended any_perfon to his Majefty, without
- ‘dailyfprevioufly confulting that Minifter. It was pure-

y my faveur which rankled him ; he wanted to
Vor. L G fet

. -«

ing. All, however, continued their abufes: I - |

nancy-of foot at his'difpofal.” Now this accu-
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fet the King againft me, that he might ingrofy [linee
he whole royal favour to himfelf. . i
~ Peace being the feéafon for public foundations, Mmin
‘a plan of a military fthool, for inftruting the
French nobility in the art of war, was laid .be-
fore his Majefty in the year 1751. The king.
dom, f{aid the author, was full of gentlemen who,
unable, conveniently, to put themfelves under maflers,
* led an inadlive life in the country, inflead of fpend-
ing it in the fervice of the flate. ’
“In this “fchool five hundred gentlemen were to
be boarded and educated: the King was pleafed
to thew me the plan, . and afked my- thought
onit.
« Sir, faid T, nothing can be better ; I could
«_only with it more comprehenfive. ~This fchool
¢ will not furnith officers enopgh for France,
¢t -which is fo frequently at war. I have heard
¢ Marfhal Saxe fay, That in an army of two
¢ hurdred and fifty thoufand men; there was fel-
“ dom lefs than twenty thoufand officers ; fo that
¢ only one fortieth of that number can be had
¢ _from the military-fchool, which to me appears
¢ o finall defe@ in a foundation, of itfelf, fo ex-
¢ cellent.” '

A courtier, on reading the plan for thisfchool,

. jocularly faid, This martial convent will afford weny
good military monks. . (
The great obje&tion made againft it, by fom
difcreet perfons, was the exorbitant expence o
it, at a time when every refource of the ftate ha
_ been drained to defray the extraordinary deman

of the war. 'The expence, indeed, was not to
furnifhed from the royal treafury; but from what
ever fund fums are taken on fuch occafions, the
are ttill burthenfome, as tending to keep the p
ple poor.

It was likewife faid, that France flood more i
’ n
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need of a naval than a military-fchool; that the
ng might find a hundred land-ofﬁcers in his do-
minions, for one fea officer; that the French

.mﬁi; try were naturally fond of fignalizing itfelf in
‘be- Jriies, and had as great an averfion to ﬂeets;_
bing. Jut the plan had been refolved on.

who, § The powers of Europe were at peace, when
fers, elxglous difputes, breaking out, difturbed F rance

nits pohtlcal and domeftic quiet.

Two parties, who, for forty years paﬂ had
n contending for the fuperiority, now return-
to the charge. Being quite ignorant of the
ubje&t of their quarrels, I had it explained to
¢. Should ever thefe' Memoirs be made public,
e reader will be fo kind as to excufe my tiring
im with the following detail. Never had. this
vil found a place in thefe annals, had it not con-
rned the King; but his interefting himfelf in this
ifpute, and greatly fo, is alone a fufficient motive
rmy giving fome account of it.

A native of Spain, named Molma, in the full-
fs of his knowledge, took it into his head to de-
de, and vindicate, how God a&s on mortals, and
what manner mortals withftand God. ‘The
pes, who know every thing,-and pronounce fen-
ce on every thing, had, till then, been. totally
acquainted with the mechanifm of the metaphy-
| inercourfe between the Creator and creature 3

fomefpd, for their better information, Molina mvented
:e offany barbarous words, or fcholaftic terms, wuh
. hadlinumerable dlﬁm&mns and divifions.

To proceed in this difpute with fome order, *
wrangle theologically, he diftinguifhed between
tventive and co-operating grace: one of thefe
ces could do any. thing, and the other little or
thing ; but this not being fufficient for under-
) ndmg what he himfelf did not underftand, he

G2 farther
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. farther invented the mediate kmowledge and con
gruifm. :

According to him, God. held a council of flat

- in Heaven, before which all men were fummon

ed and interrogated, how they will a& after re

ceiving his grace; and, according to the free uj

which he faw they were to make of it, he d¢

creed within himfelf, either to admit them int A
Paradife, or caft them down into hell. 5"35
Unluckily for the Chriftian world, this Molin®"
was a Jefuit; _an erder little beloved by the othen .nfl
_the Dominicans, efpecially, raifed an outcry againlll -
_ his congruifm. lor')lr:
Thefe thiogs being tranfalted in Spain, the I
“quifition took cognizance of the altercation; ay lelvé
had they burned Molina, and a few Dominicall '~
there would have been an end of . the matter, anf Lno dv
for once, this. tribunal had done a good piece-ql nt}
fervice to Chriftendom. Goncomitarit concurro@d ..
and co-operating grace had a trial at Rome; bl ™}
the more the parties difputed, the lefs underfto W -
they one another. A monk offered his mediation tl?ou
but- this mediator was lefs intellighle than the col§’ =
troverfifts.

‘The difficulty was not fo much the putting 4 vz:;
end to.the difpute, as to know. what the difpil’ dt
was about. Neither party underftood themfeln Whic‘
or the other, and, in the mean time, with the reftec
free-will, mediate knowledge, complement of diftin
tive virtue, &c. they ran themfelves more iy =
more into darknefs. ‘ 1e

- The bickerings, at length, ceafed for want @y,
difputants, there being times when monks facli =
fice ,every thing to indolence. All remained qus eard
till -one. Cornelws. Janfenins renewed the contel ﬂlew’r
yet, inftead: of inventing any thing, he only
puted behind: a huge book, the. author of whifl

weas named Baius. The Jefuits follicited the P
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to condemn Cornelius, and by the dexterity of
heir agents at Rome, carried their. point there ;
but .in other parts ‘of Europe, it went againft
them. ‘The univerfities, the parliaments, and
chiefly the women, profound Judges of fuch things,
Wfided with Janfenius. o .

B A paper war commenced with great acrimony-;
ongruifm, by dint of bulky volumes, worfted pre-
. Wdeftination in fome pitched battles : Yet the war went

erful, and fighting merely for the honour of vic-
Till then, only private perfons had appeared
in the field; but now univerfities declaring them-
Jelves, the a&tion becarne general. No accom-
Wmodation was fo much as talked of, there being no

body, or fociety, in the ftate, of a power fuffici~
Rt to compel “the two parties to accept of its

ZUrrinediation. ‘ ,
’e’ﬂ B In the mean time, the Molinift bithops drew
ST %% 2 condemnation of Janfenius’s five articles,

Jthough, in the opinion ‘of his party, they were
"ffro more than what St. Auvguftine himfelf had ad-
vanced. Several communities of -men figned the
ondemmation; but the nuns, who have nothing
to do, and eagerly catch at every opportunity
Jvhich may bring them into the world again, pro-
Jrefted againft fubfcribing ; and thofe of Port Royal
Réiftinguithed themfelves by. their firmnefs or ob.

I'do not wonder that they refufed fubfcribin
bt am furprifed that their fubfeription ﬂmuﬁ
have been required; it was fhewing them' a re-
Aeard, on this affair, which ought not to have been
Fhewn them: on their pertinacious refufal, the

Jvere forcibly remioved, and difperfed into other
convents ; whereas the real punithment’ would
: G3 have
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"?ave’ been to have kept them always in the fam

t. o : &

I,)OThe Popes, likewife, from time td time, iffued
“new formularies, which gave an air of greater

moment to the quarrel ; but they had done much

better to have Jeft it to itfelf, and then Molina

and Janfenius would fecon have funk ,into oblivi.
" on; but the court of Rome is ever for being ab.
~ folute..

_ In the midft of this war, however, a truce was
" brought about. ‘Clement IX. a man of good fenfe
-"_and prudence, drew up a fet of articles of capi
tulatian,: had- them figned by the Janfenifts, and
* thus brought about a peace; but, unhappily, when

religion is in the cafe, war foon kindles again.

A father of the oratory, named Quefnel, i
faid, this time, to have been the inftrument of
difcord. He wrote a book which, after being ap-
plauded throughout all Europe, France cenfured
-It was not very eafy to point out wherein thi
book was to be found fault with; but religious

-cabals were then in fafhion. The Molinift party,
~ in the mean time, carried it with a high hand,
having the king’s ear. _ .

_The confeflor to Lewis XIV, was a Jefuit, why
" formed parties both at court and in town, againft
the Janfenifts, who keenly revenged themfelvesf§
with their pens; thus, though there was a pre-
vailing party, the war ftill continued. ‘

Hitherto no manifeftos had paffed between the
~ Molinifts and the . Janfenifts, both parties, in the
heat of their zeal, having taken up arms withou
any. declaration of war. Lewis XIV. procured
* from.Rome a bull, whereby a fire was kindled,
which has not fince been quenched. The Pope,
the bithops, the King, the religious orders, ‘it
fhort, people of all ranks gradually engaged in the
qusrrel, to the great difturbance of the nation an

. families;
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families 5 all plotting and caballing one againft the
other. : o

The principal objec¥ of public hatred was fa-

ther Le Tellier, who over-ruled the King’s con-~
fcience: this was a hot and ambittous man, who
wanted to revenge fome perfonal offences given .
him by the Janfenifts, and, in purfuit of his drift,
alarmed both the King’s confcience and the king-
dom. - .
Lewis XﬁV towards the decline of hisdife, was
grown weak and_irrefolute, and often harrafled
with terrible fears of the devil. The hard hearted
Jefuit had poffefled him with a perfuafion, that the
affair of the Molinifts was the caufe of God. His
refentment chiefly aimed at the cardinal de Noailles,
and he had the confidence to move his penitent to
depofe kim judicially. The death of this Prince
brought on a fufpenfion of this buitle, which was
called the conftitution. . ‘

The Duke of Orleans, who loved neither popes
nor bifhops, and defpifed bulls, in order to rid
himfelf both of the Molinifts and Janfenifts, ap-
pointed commiflioners for hearing their broils, fe- .
parately from the other affairs of the monarchy;
with an intent to deprive them of their public
importance : but the wifdom of this precaution was
fruftrated ; thofe people flill were for figuring in
‘the ftate. ‘They appealed to a national council,
which was nothing lefs than throwing off the yoke
of the adminiftration, to ereé another independent
of it. The regent banifhed and exiled both bi-
fhops and priefts; .but this remedy only inflamed
the difeafe, hardening both parties in their ob- .
ftinacy. The Janfenifts and Molinifts then formed
themfelves into two fa&ions, under the names of
acceptants and recufants. The Acceptants called
the Recufants heretics, and the Recufants gave the
appellation of fchifmatics to the Acceprants. -

G4 The
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The frenzy for efficacious grace was burfting
out with greater viplence than ever, when the
Miffifippi fcheme was fet on foot ; then avarice did
what neither the Pope nor King could: all the
people’s thoughts now ‘ran only on getting money.
‘The names of Janfenifts and Molinifts were almoft
forgotten, though to this nothing perhaps .con-
tributed more than the contempt and ridicule which
the Duke of Orleans put on this centroverfy,
calling it a trifle; whereas Lewis XIV. had been
made to lay it to heart, as an affair of the greateft
concern.

The fubfequent wars under Lewis XV. made
the Janfenifts and Molinifts to be flill farther for-
gotten, though not without fome occafional fkir-
mifhes on predeftination; but as there was no ge- §-
neral“action, they were not much heeded. -

"The difpute, in the mean time, was not to-
tally. extinguithed, or rather it was a fire lurking
ynder embers. In 1750, the Molinifts renewed
hottilities, refufing the Sacraments to fick perfons
of the contrary party, under pretence of their not
having confeflional certificates.

The parliament intervened, and punifhed the
delinquents; by which the two parties regained the
confideration, which they had loft by the Duke of
Orleans’s meafures. This rupture gave rife to 2
new difcuffion, whether “the parliament could in-
termeddle with this affair, or had any right to ba-
nith, or infli& punithments on priefts, who, in
refufing to adminifter the facraments, only con-
formed to the injun&ians of their bithops.

The Janfenifts faid that the civil magiftrate has
a power legally fuperior even to that of the church,
the order of" a ftate depending on fuch fubordina-
tion; and they farther added, that the adminiftra-

. tion of the Sacraments is the capital branch of the
polity exercifed by the civil magiftrate. ,Th
¢



- The anfwer of the Molinifts was, that in fpi-

arfting @ rituals they acknowledged no other fuperiority than
:n the B that of the Pope and his bifhops; that civil affairs
ce did @ yere the parliament’s province, and all it ought to
11 the @ concern itfelf in; but that the kingdom of heaven
0ney. W had been committed to paftors, and not lawyers. -
Imoft The fubjeds, in the mean time, died without -
con- § the facraments; the priefts indeed were punithed,
which B vet the evil remained, and this affair gave the King
verfy, B much uneafinefs: the Bourbons indeed have always
~ been M 1aid to. heart religious difturbances: the court gave
eatelt W ifelf more concern about thefe confeflional certifi-
cates, than ever it had thewn in the moft impor~
made § tant political tranfalions. It often became necef-

- for- B fary ‘to put a violence on prigfts, .and make ufe of
fkir- @ foldiers to compel them- to adminifter. Never,,
0 ge-ffrom the birth of Chrift, had fuch a thing been

feen, as having recourfe to the bayonet for the ad-
: to-Eminiftration of the moft facred myftery. It was.
rking B indeed a horrid fcandal; but to fee fubje&s, at
sewed § the point of death, begging for the communion,,
-rfons § and refufed," Was fomething ftill more fhocking.
ir not

The King, one day, faid to-me, *- Thefe peo-
“ ple give me a great deal of uneafinefs; if they
“ go on, I fhall be obliged to turn ali the priefts.
“ out of their livings, and have their fun&ions:
¢ performed by Capuchin-friars, who are intirely
# as I would have them, &c.” * :
The court’s attention now came to be taken up-
with an affair of ftill greater importance than the
conftitution itfelf; the eletion of a King of the

nefs, is'always providing for the fature fecurity of
it. As Charles V1. had engaged the Sovereigns of.
Europe to make themfelves the inftruments of his
J ambition, evén after his deceafe; Maria Therefa,

® peer,
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Romans. The houfe of Auftria, fond of its great- -
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- The circles of the empire accounted this meafure
~ conftitution, not only became hereditary, but even

. century, that the petty princes in Germany have

in her life-time, took meafures for fixing the Im-
perial throne in her family. o -

It was on-a Prince who might be looked on as 4
Lorrainer, that fhe was conferring the title of
prefumptive heir; for Charles VI. dying without |
male-iffue, the houfe of Auftria had ended in him,

a greater a& of defpotifm than that of the late
emperor; as hereby the empire, from an eletive

efcheated to a foreign family: loud complaints
were _made, and that was all. It is now about a

not been able to thew their refentment againft the
houfe of Auftria, any farther than by complaints
and murmurs. .

Maria Therefa, knowing how far her forces

were fuperior to any which the Northern Princes §* |
could oppofe to her defigns, communicated her[f* t
plan to the other courts of Europe, and to Francef* t
one of the firft. The King thewed me the Auf-f* v
trian ambaffador’s reafons, digefted into writing by}
M. de Puifieux, after a conference with that mi-J lc
nitter.  The artful turn given to'them by ambition, " 2
makes them worthy of being preferved. le:

‘¢ The calamities flill recent, faid that Ambaf-f' t
“¢ fador, which the vacancy of the Imperial throne, |-
‘“ on the demife of Charles VI. brought on Europe, [ all
“ fhould move Chriftian Princes to prevent thef El
“ like. The Emperor now reigning is in ful[f th
‘¢ health, and i+ may be prefumed, that God will|f ter
“ grant him length of days: but fhould one of ff hir
“ thofe many accidents to which human nature isff to
¢ liable, difappoint the public hopes, and fhortenfj I I
““ his valuable life, Chriftendom would be plunged tfor
. ““ in the fame abyfles, as on the deceafe of the laft .Pfl
* Emperor. It is therefore the concern of all Jpumift

“ the Furopean powers to prevent a war, that
C - ¢ fcourge
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“ feourge which throws every thing into confufion,
“Jays-wafte “whole ‘nations, and thins mankind.
“ The calamities caufed by the late vacancy of

nleasoa} “ the empire are not likely to be brought to a

ithout | fpeedy end, and what will it be fhould new dif-
him. | turbances be accumulated on the former ?

safure | © Too many precautions cannot be taken againft
> late B €vils, which, when once happened, cannot be

“ averted, or the iffue of them determined.

“ By the ele@ion of a King of the Romans, the
“ views of Princés who may have formed defigns,
“ are prevented; and the coronation once over,
“ will fupprefs all cabals and intrigues about being
# head of the empire. When a {ceptre is vacant,
“ a great flir is made after it; but when once pof-
“ fefled, it is no longer thought of.
~« Archduke Jofeph, indeed, fhould the Em-
* peror die, is not of age to govern his dominions ;
‘ but the evils of minority cannot be comparedto
¢ thofe which the want of a head to the empxre o
“ would occafion.

“ Not that the Queen of Hungary is in the
* leaft apprehenfive of her heirs being deprived of

even
slaints
out 2
" have
1t the
slaints

forces
rinces
1 her
“rance
. Auf-

»ition, ‘ a throne, the legal appenage of her family; her
‘ leading motive in this fettlemient is to prevent
nbal-f the needlefs effufion of blood.
srone, ] On the death of Charles VI. it was feen that
srope, | 3!l Europe cannot make an Emperor. The
t thelf Ele@or of Bavaria, after being placed on that
1 full | throne by foreign armies, was always in a tot-
1 will|f tering condition; fo that had not death deprived
ne of f him of the crown, he would have been obliged
ure is|f to refign it, &c.”
srtenll I have obferved that ambafladors, in cafes of
inged ferfonal intereft, generally overlook the regard due
2 laft P Princes by thf; law of nations. Here the Vienna
5f all Imﬁer ‘would have I'rancc fubvert the very foun-
that ~ dations
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dations of the Imperial conftitution, and make that
crown hereditary, which had always been ele&ive,
He furely forgot that the houfe of Bourbon, as |
. have been told, had, at the treaty of- Weftphalia,
made itfelf a guarantee of the liberties and privi.
leges of the empire. His court feemed not to re-
colleét that the ele&tion of a King of the Romans
depended on the confent of the ele&ors,. in a diet
held exprefsly for fuch ele&ion. S

The King, on reading this Memoir, afked M,
de Puifieux what he thought of the bufinefs. Sir,
anfwered the Minifter, you mufl confent to every
thing ; it is no longer worth France’s while to med.
dle with the affairs of Germany; gt prefent the King
of Pruffia is able to keep up the balance in the Noril,
and binder the boufe of Auflria from lording.it ovel
yosrsy [o that all we bave to do new, is to look on)
‘The council, however, was of a different opinion
but it is not the firft time that one man has bee
wifer than an affembly.

The court of Vienna was likewife bufy in bring
ing the other courts of Europe to countenance thi
eletion. That of England reprefented to the Mar
quis de Mirepoix, that it was the intereft of Fran
to clofe with the making a King of the Romans
doubtlefs, becaufe it was theirs. This court aftes
wards went farther, and George the Second a
firmed, that the ele&ion of a King of the Roma
did not depend on the Ele&oral college; that i
that the dignity of prefumptive heir to the empi
might be conferred without any deliberation of t
eleGorsy which was making the Imperial cro
abfolutely hereditary. )

- I remember all the memoirs of that time 2
in the Archduke’s being very young, but they
" likewife added, that an Emperor under age v
better than a vacancy of the throne, which
‘mounts to an approbation of a regular fucceflion.
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A politician of our court, with whom I was
talking of this ele&ion, told me, that there was an
article in the treaty of Weftphalia, which formally
fettled this affair. " It is there exprefsly faid, That
no election of a King of the Romans fball be entered
ony unlefs the reigning emperor be out of the empire,
and with an intent to be abfent a long time, or for
ever; or that age fbould render bim incapable of go-
vernment; or there fbould manifeftly appear fome
great neceffity an which the [afety of the empire de-
pended. But treaties are never followed, and ne
more was_faid of this, than if it had never exifted.
. The King of Pruffia alone ftood up in defence
of the Ele&oral-college; but he had his reafons.
for this fpecious condu&. The eleQien of a King
of the Romans fecured the empire to the houfe of
Auftria; and it has been believed by many, that
he himfelf looked that way. ‘There is indeed ne-
ambition, of which a Prince, fo powerful in war
as to fubdue feveral nations, is not fufceptible. -

"~ T return to Verfailles, from whence the affiir of
the King of the Romans has carried me too far.
Lewis XV. as I have faid elfewhere, was now-a
little relieved from the load of bufinefs impofed
on him by the war; peace allowed him a leifure,
which ‘was the very felicity of my life. Amidft
the confufion of fieges and battles, he had no fettled
refidence. Flanders had feveral times deprived me
of him; but the treaty of peace intirely reftored
him to me, and his confidence in me daily in-
- creafed ; 'fo that he even imparted to me his un-

eafinefs, for kings have their troubles both as men
~ and as Princes. - : .

Lewis XV. would often lament that-he had no
friends, and had a thoufand times wifhed-to have
been a private perfon, for the fake of cordial friend-

fhip and fympathy, to the effe@s of which Kings
are always ftrangers.

¢ No
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* No fooner have I diftinguithed a fubje&t by
¢ fome confiderable poft, but a hundred others,
¢ jealous of the favour, grow out of humour
“ with me; and, at the fame time, T do not get

¢ the love of him on whom I have conferred the
“ benefit; he complains that I have not done

«“ enough for him, ‘and they, for my having done -

 nothing for them. - All love favour, and care
“ little- for the King. I fee about me only fordid
~ * fouls, flaves to pride and -oftentation, aling
¢ only from intereft; fo that were it not for the
% many favours emaning from the throne, they
¢ would not move a finger. Another, and rather
“ worfe, inconveniency annexed to the crown, is
¢ the impoffibility for kings to diftinguith honeft
“ men from thofe of a drferent caft. They are
¢ fo like each other, as to be generally miftaken;
¢ for at court vice and virtue appear in the fame
¢ colours. 'The bulk of thofe about me, I ftrong-
“ 1y fufpet to be void of any one generous prin-
¢ ciple; but when I am for fifting them, my
¢ rank will not allow of the proper meafures.
¢ Thus they remain impenetrable to me, yet I
_% muft employ them in the fervice of the ftate;
¢ and hence arife thofe public misfortunes, for
¢ which I am anfwerable both to the prefent time
¢¢ and to pofterity. o
- ¢ When fome important choice is to be made,
¢ and I have pitched on the perfon, all France
¢¢ feems to lay their heads together to deceive me.
¢ His talents, his merit and virtue, are cried. up’
€ to me; not one honeft man do I meet with in
¢¢ the kingdom to mention a word of any fault of

¢ HLis; they are afraid of incurring the difpleafure -

¢ of him whom I have.fo recently diftinguithed

¢ by my favour; and to this mean fpirited fear

% they facrifice both me and the ftate. ‘
. ¢ When,
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1 by “ When, on the other hand, I withdraw my
hers, W« confidence from a minifter, or fome other place-
hour B ¢ man, then I am told that he is deficient in every
“get W “ political quality: thofe very perfons who could
the W “ never fay enough in his praife, now draw him
lone B¢ in the moft contemptible colours; all his faults
one - W “ and errors, and finifter practices, are laid- open
‘are W to me in full detail. The terrible accounts
'did B “ given of him from all hands fet me againft him,
ing W fo that I cannot bring myfelf to employ him,"
the M even though, by the refle€tions on his paft con~
ey B “ du& and difgrace, he fhould afterwards become
ler @ thoroughly qualified for a public fation.

15 “ A patriot King is the moft unhappy mortal
ot W« under the fun; he has his country’s happinefs

Te N “ at heart, and is befet by people who crofs his

n; W good intentions. ‘The minifters are thc firft

¢ B in ruining a ftate, to fave themfelves the la-

3- | “ bour of reforming abufes: to leave things as . ;
- B “ they are, is fooneft done; in the mean time,

¥ J °° the evils continue, and when a Monarch, ten-
VSI. *“ der of the welfaré of his fubjeé&s, would re-
r

- «

-

“ medy them, he meets unfurmountable impedi-

“ ments, for the habit of a long and bad admi~

¢ niftration at length comes to fuperfede the laws
“ and ufages, &c. &c. -

" Another time Lewis XV. was pleafed to open

himfelf to me on the fame fubje&: A great

- “ misfortune to a King is, that minifters generally

“ conceal the true ftate of things from them. So-

‘ vereigns are always made acquainted with the

“ calamities of their dominions the laft; and this,

“ left fuch informations fhould put them on taking

“ the reins of government into their own hands;

 and every one makes it his ftudy to keep them in

“ the dark. 'The immenfe variety of concerns in

a large monarchy, obliges him to truft to mi-

' ¢ nifters, ..
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nifters, and thefe minifters, for the greater part,

play falfe with him. On the laft_war, I con. :

fulted thofe who were at the head of .the ad.
miniftration, whether the advantages of victo.
ries would balance the inevitable misfortunes

of battles : one and all aflured me, that by nof§

other way could the kingdom be retrieved, than
by the glory of my arms; and that the luftre
and advantages derived from the vi&ories, would
be the more lafting and folid, as due only to
the nation’s own ftrength.

At the peace, I found they had deceived me;
my fubjes are in the utmoft diftrefs, and all
owing to the war; fo that to recover them-
felves muft be the work of years; and thould
freth difturbances happen, it will never be
done, &c. &c. : i

I likewife had my complaints. “ Sir, faid Ito
the King, my grievances, though of a different
nature from yours, are not lefs painful. The
rancour of all France is pointed at me. . The
royal family inveighs again{t me; his royal High-
nefs the Dauphin takes all opportunities of af-
fronting me : your minifters look on me as the
fatal rock on which all their defigns go to wreck.
The chief families of the kingdom treat me with
contempt ; and all this becaufe your Majefly
hds thought me worthy of your efteem. .

¢¢ Many carry their malevolence fo far, as to
impute’ the diforders of the finances to me, as
if the adminiftration of affairs was lodged in
my hands. I am accufed of having all the
money in the kingdom; I'am charged with
the nation’s debts, as if I myfelf had contrad-

¢t ed them. On any minifter’s failing in his du-

(14

€€

[({$

ty, the blame is immediately laid on me. 1am
exclaimed againft for his being preferred, and

his difgrace 1s.imputed as a crime to me. I
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- ¢ It is I who bear the blame of all political
. B¢ misfortunes ; and if I have not been direétly
“ accufed of having declared war againft your
“ enemies, i has been faid, that I might have
“ prevented thofe murderous fieges and_ battles,
“ as if the fate of Europe was at my beck, and
# 1 could model foreign courts.

“ 1 have been reproached with the overfights
“ of your generals ; not a battle has been loft, not
“ afiege has been raifed, but it is all owing to
® me.  Even their perfonal variances and quarrels
“ are laid at my door. .
 The public diftreffes, though the confe-
“ quence of a bad-adminiftration, and the misfor-
“ tunes of the times, have been attributed to me,
“ as if my doing. ‘The populace has hiffed me, and
[

Ito“ was often for ftopping my coach, and has been
rent “ near coming . to thofe extremities againit me,
Thef§“ with which they only are treated whofe noto-
The§“ rious malverfation manifeftly has ruineda people.
igh-B  “ Yet, . Sire, what gives me moft pain, is
. af-B* the ingratitude of thofe who have felt the ef-
theQ“ fe@s 6f my favour. 1 have often follicited your
xck. B¢ Majefty for perfons, who were no fooner out
.ith#* of the meannefs and obfcurity from whence I
:fty§ “.drew them, than they forgot the kind hand by
“ which they had been raifed. I can reckon,
: tof“ hitherto, about three thoufand perfons who swe
asf@* their fubfiftence to me, It is through my care
in§“ that they have been brought into new ftati-
the§“ ons, where they loft fight of me before they
ith @ were well warm in their places.
&-§ ¢ Of fuch a great number, not one have I
u-Q* found with any due fenfe of gratitude; nay,
-m B the greater the ‘preferment, the lefs their ac-
nd § “ knowledgment; fome have“even bufily cabal-

“ led againft me: thofe whom I thought moft
“ my friends, and whom the important ferv‘ic;s I
¢ had
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“ had done them fhould have made fuch, have

¢ been the firft in deceiving and injuring me. |

*¢ have difcovered treacheries at which I fhudder-

“ ed; fo that fince my living at court, I am

¢ grown fick of mankind. [ fhould have died a

¢ thoufand times under the anguifh which fuch

injurious treatment has caufed me, had not
the kindnefs with which your Majefty honours

me reconciled me to life, &c.”

* The death of the Prince of Wales, eldeft fon
to George II. and as fuch, prefumptive heir to the
crown of England, made fome impreflion at Ver-
failles: this Prince is faid not to have been re-
markable for thofe eminent qualities with whofe
brilliancy. the world is fo much taken: but they
who knew him perfonally perceived in him the

~ more folid virtues: compaflion, goodnefs, fenfi-
bility, tendernefs, candour, affability, a readinefs
to oblige, and delight in doing good; thefe were
his leading difpofitions: 'a Prince, in a word, qua-
lified to make a people happy. He had married
a German Princefs, Intirely deferving to afcend
the throne with him. I have often pitied this
Lady’s fate, to lofe an affeQionate hufband and

a powerful crown at once, is one of thofe events
which elevated fouls alone can bear with firm-
nefs. His death occafioned a revolution in po-
litical affairs. France had great hopes of things
going better, when that Prince fhould have come
to the throne: there was no cordial harmony be-
tween him and his father King George. The
fon often croffed the father’s meafures, fo that
they feldom faw, and feldomer fpoke to €ach o-,
ther. methsmmmhmnltww}mmd that a
Prince, who fo much difapproved the prefent {yf-

tem, would be lefs inveterate againft. the houﬁ;
o
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havell of Bourbon than his predeceflors’ had been. It
e. was imagined. that his acceffion would prove a hap-
dder-B oy turn for France, when, perhaps, it might
I'amf have only made matters worfe. ‘The fons of
ied 2 Kings; at their entrance on regality, leave their
fuch W ideis ‘as Princes at the foot of the throne, and
1 not} take up thofe of Kings.
oursg  George IL is faid not to have fhewn any great
concern at the death of his fon, appearing as u-
tfonld fual in the drawing-room, and, within a few
> thell days, giving audience to Ambaffadors: in this
Ver-B there might be a little affe@ation, it being the
T¢-§ known charaler of that Prince to fhew himfelf
"hofe B firm and urfhaken, in the midft of the moft un-
thepll fortunate events. The reft of the royal family-
thell were in the deepeft affliCtion: he was alfo greatly
=nfi- B lamented by his houfhold ; and I am told, that
ines § his death.is ftill matter of concern to many.
verc®  The death of this Prince likewife caufed a na-
1ua- ¥ tional uneafifefs, his children being very young,
“eg and King George advanced in years, which might
en

be produive of the diforders almoft inevitable
under a minority. In‘order to prevent them,
the Princefs Dowager ‘of Wales was nominated
guardian to the King’s fucceflor,  and regent to
the kingdom, till her fon fhould be of age; but
the iffue of the deliberation was, that this Lady,
who had come into England to wear the crown,.
fhould be neither Quken nor Regent, '

The French clergy’s affair, though thought to
be over, was ftill going on. The bifhops and
wealthy incumbents, amidft -the privacy of their
4 dwellings, to:which they had been ordered, dif-
turbed the flate; though ardently defirous of re-
turning _to Paris, they were for coming at this
privilege as cheap, as they could, haggling a long
time with the King, who, however, would make
no abatement. They infifted on their immunities,

they
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they pleaded their folemn promife to the Pope to
maintain their rights. ‘This difpute trritated the
court, and not a little foured the King. At this
jun&ute, a bifhop took it into his head to come
and expoftulate with me about the clergy’s prero-
gatives. This certainly-was not taking. the right
.timé, for as this affair gavé Yo much difpleafure
to his Majefty, it could not be very pleafing to
-fhe. The Prelate made a long-winded harangue,
in proof that the church wis mnot to difleize
itfelf of its wealth. He recurred as far back as
St. Peter, and through an enumeration of thofe
bulls, by which the church is ordered -to keep
- what it has, came down to our times. “ My
“ Lord, faid I interrupting him, your preroga-
¢ tives are what I know. nothing of, but I know
“ that your chief duty, like that of other fubje&s,
“ is to obey the King. Say what you will of
 your bulls and immunities; every body of men
¢ declining to conform to its Sovereign’s orders,
‘¢ is guilty of rebellion, and deferves the punifh-
““ ment of high treafon.”

A great many bad books came out againft the

clergy, in vindication of the King’s caufe. Among §f
the feveral writers who, on thefe occafions take
different parts, orie wiote a pamphlet with -the
title of An Impartial Inquiry into the Immunities of
_the Clergy. “This ‘work was full of very judicious
“refle&ions, befides 2 nervous elegancy of flile: it
was indeed the only one on the fubjeét which de-
ferves reading. = - . v E

After all, ‘it became neceffary that the plin
which had been propofed, and to which I my-§
felf had advifed the King, fhould take place. This
was to draw up a ftate of the value of every

_churchman’s preferments, that each might be tax-
ed in proportion to his real income ; and accord-
ingly the court ordered the intendants of the pro-

vinces
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vinces to oblige all the beneficed clergy to-de-

% to Biver in an account of the nature of their feveral
! t}f° revenues. ‘There was indeed a very hard claufe,
) this in cafe of a refufal ; the intendants being exprefsly
flme enjoined to feize on the feveral revenues in the
frg’ King’s name, and leave the beneficiaries only an
'rg ! Jalimentary penfion. This was infuring their com-
are pliance ; for being ufed to fuperfluity, they could
guto but very indifferently fhift with no more than was
%izeé seceflary. : A
The tlergy of France had already begun to
ho’?: lower their voice, when the patliament of Paris
-ecp, ] r2ifed. theirs. T could find in my heart to fay,
MP that in France the ftate is ever out of order; no
, ay fooner has the Sovereign repaired fome weak part
1§v; of his prerogative, than another appears to be
.gs ] Tunning to ruin, . - .
1 of | . The parliament, inftead of conforming to his
nen || Pleafure, according to their ufual way, fent ade-
ers. [] putation with remonftrances. ‘Thefe fpeeches fet
ith. | out with great proteftations of refped. and fub-
miffion, but are feldom without fome term which
the | favours of a republican fpirit, tending to indepen- ~
ong | dencys and not feldom they ftrike at the preroga-
akg tive of the crown. . .. ~ ;
the The King though naturally irrefolute, had his

intervals of firmnefs,” in which he was immove-
able. He gave the deputies to underftand, that
he would have his edi&s enrolled that very day,
under penalty of difobedience and immediate pu-
nitfhment. :

The parlidment were fitting when the depu.
-ties returned to Paris; being forbid to deliberate,
- they regiftered the edifs. After this a& of du-

;};15 " ty, which .they flilled deference, a fecond deputa- -
o7 | tion was difpatched to Verfailles. Thefe gentle-
rd- ]| men began their harangue in this manner: Zour

Majefly
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Majefly bas commanded, and your parliamerit b
cbeyed. - ‘ .

QCA courtier faid, that there they ought to have
ftopped, all the remainder of their long fpeech be-
ing quite ufelefs and fuperfluous. o

The King was pleafed, in the evening, to
mention this affair to me; and his having got the
better of the parliament, made him much gayer
than ufual; but this extraordinary chearfulnefs raif-
ed in me fome mifgivings. . To me, a body whofe
temporary fubmiffion excited in its mafter fuch
- a lively joy; appeared dangerous.
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