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SERMON.

<0 @ @eee

St. Jonn, xvir. 3.

And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the oniy
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

THESE words are part of that pathetic, and merciful prayer,
which our Lord put up to the Father, in behalf of his immediate,
and future disciples, on the eve of his betrayal: and if words
of such infinite importance in themselves, and pronounced by
such a speaker, be suscep'ible of additional interest from any
external circumstance, it must certainly be from this, that they
were uttered during the last act of social converse between the
Saviour and his disciples, previous to his violent separation from
them, and cruel death. In the near prospect of these events,
Jesus with the most tender and considerate compassion, had
been suggesting to his dejected followers, a variety of topics
most calculated to console and support them ; and in conclu-
sion he breathed forth a most earnest and affectionate appeal to
his Father that he would sanctify and keep those whom he had
given to his Son, now about “ to be no more ”’ with them ““in
the world.” In this appeal occur the words of the text, which we
may therefore look upon as among the dying aspirations of that
Jesus Christ, whom to know is thus declared to be life Eternal :
¢ And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.”

Were I addressing myself to those who did not (professedly
at least) acknowledge the Sacred Scriptures as the standard of
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their belief, and the rule of their practice, it might be necessa-
ry to prepare the way for our reflections on the subject before
us, by shewing in the first place, that, although the works of
nature every where proclaim the agency of an intelligent Being,
infinitely powerful, and wise, and good, yet mankind have ever
failed to deduce therefrom, without the aid of revelation, any
but the most confused and imperfect, as well as unworthy noti-
ons of the ¢ only true God ;" whilst of the person, office, and
redemption of * Jesus Christ whom God hath sent,” as there
is nothing in the natural, or moral world, whence human reason
could extract their discovery, man must necessarily have re-
mained in entire ignorance, without an express revelation made
to acquaint him with them: and thence, in the second place,
would have arisen a necessity for proving that the Scriptures of
the Old and New Testaments contain such a revelation, both
of the nature and atributes of the one true God, the Creator and
Sovereign disposer of all things; as well as of that scheme of
mercy which caused the sending of Jesus Christ. In a word it
might have been proper to demonstrate that only a very dim, and
insufficient knowledge of God the Maker of the World, and
that absolutely no knowledge of Christ the Redeemer of the.
World, could possibly be obtained, except from the inspired
source of the Scriptures. But neijther is such our present ob-
ject, nor I trust, are any who now hear me such as to stand in
need of instruction in these first principles. You both believe
that Christ uttered this declaration, and are therefore also con-
vinced of its truth—All therefore that we now propose is, briefly
to set forth, from a review of the Scriptures, what is com-
prised in this knowledge thus solemnly declared by Christ
himself to be eternal life ; and thence to urge the duty of
exerting our utmost endeavours, first, to attain this inesti-
mable knowledge ourselves, and then to communicate, and

disperse it abroad as widely as our ability, and opportunities
will permit.
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First, we are led to consider the knowledge of *the only
true God.” It can scarcely be necessary to observe that this
knowledge must manifestly be restricted to such, as is consistent
with our finite reason: we cannot with our limited faculties
either fully comprehend His infinite nature and attributes, or
presume to fathom His inscrutable designs ; ¢ such knowledge
is too wonderful for us;” ¢ great things doeth He which we
cannot comprehend,” for ¢ He dwelleth in that light which
no man can approach unto, whom no man hath seen, nor
can see.”” But though there be much which is ¢ unsearchable
in His judgments,” and in “ His ways past finding out,” muth
is also revealed' which is perfectly within the reach of our
understandings, and with which it is our bounden duty and
highest interest, to be thoroughly acquainted. In one sense
indeed all the attributes of Jehovah are above mortal compre-
hension, inasmuch as they are all infinite, and rio finite powers
of thought can therefore reach them ; but still we may under-
stand and know the qualities of the attributes, though we eannot
conceive their degree. We can, and must know him, as He
is declared in Scripture, to be, ommpotont, and omnipresent ;
most wise, most holy, and most just ; compassionate, long-suf-
ferring, gracious, good, and bountiful ; and all these in an
inconceivably higher degree than.our thoughts can compass.
Respecting the acts, and government, and will of-God, all that
is necessary to be known, is level to the humblest capacity, apd
is written in characters so plain, that “he who runs may read
them.” Thus, every one who is capable of directing himself
in ordinary affairs, can perfectly understand the declaration
that God created man, and all things that are in the world ;

that what He created in the beginning He has ever since upheld,

and preserved. Every one can understand the assertion that
God delights in holiness, and abliors sin ; that He will cer-

tainly reward the righteous, and punish the wicked. The due.,

knowledge indeed of this part of God's government and cha-
racter, implies and includes another most importani hnowledge
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¢hat of ourselves : but this also is conveyed in the same Scrip-
tures, and in terms equally intelligible to all.—For the first
principles of this last mentioned knowledge we must look back
to that period of the Sacred history which informs us that in

the beginning God created man in his own image, holy, happy, -

and immortal ; that to prove the strength of his creature’s gra~
titude and obedience in return for the communication of a
nature so pure and perfect, He laid upon him one most simple,
most easy prohibition, warning him that in the day he disre-
garded it he should surely die; that notwithstanding these mo-
tives to obedience our first parent transgressed the command,
anc eating of the fruit of the forbidden tree, fell instantly from
a state of innocence and peace, to one of guilt and dismay ; and
man whom the goodness of his Maker had created the child
and heir of heaven, his own wilful rebellion transformed into
the slave of hell ; whilst the self-incurred bondage of the parents
enchains and debases their latest posterity. The knowledge
ihen of ourselyes teaches us this humiliating truth, that we are
the children of disobedience, inheriting from our fallen parents:
a depraved nature which is ever inclining us to offend God, by
numberless transgressions in thought, word, and deed ; that
we can of ourselves do *no good thing,” but that ¢ every ima-

gination of the thoughts of our natural hearts, is only evil con- -

tinually,” and therofore whilst our knowledge of God’s delight
in holiness can yield us no comfort, our knowledge of his anger
against sin must overwhelm us with despair. But thanks be
to God, that at the same time, and from the same source, that
we learn this humbling and alarming knowledge of ourselves,
we also become acquainted more fully with the mercy of God,
and arrive at the knowledge of ¢ Jesus Christ whom He hath
sent:” for we learn that even whilst denouncing the sentence
which cursed our race with sin and sorrow and death, God gave
the promise of that ¢ seed of the woman” which should ¢ bruise
the serpent’s head,” and deliver mankind from the power of
hell and the grave. This seed, we subsequently learn, is Christ,
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she Son of God, who alone.was of purity and dignity sufficient
to redeem the forfeit Souls of men: Him the Father freely
cave, and He with compassion inconceivable to mortal sense,
freely gave himself a sacrifice and ‘satisfaction for the sins of
the whole world.

After the lapse of four thousand years, during which, not-
withstanding the abundant, and malignant fruits of this all-per-
vading sinfuluess, God was not diverted from his purposed
mercy, but kept alive from time to time in the minds of his
faithful people, the hope and expectation of its accomplishment,
by the intimations of types and ceremonies, and the predictions
of prophecy—after four thousand years, this promise of redemp-
tion, and salvation received its completion by God’s s'on(lin;,:,
into the world Jesus Christ. He t]iough the Son of God, and
himself God, submitted to take upon him human nature in its
lowliest form, and circumstances : he consented to sojourn upon
carth as a wandering outcast, not having * where to lay his
head ; new treated with scornful derision as.a deluded fanatic;
now reviled as the colleague, and ageni of the devil ; and lastly
persecuted and put to a shameful death for making himself
equal with God. This was the consumation of his.sufferings ;
and his voluntary humiliation thus completed, was succeeded

by the triumphant vindication of his power and Godhead, dis-

played in his rising from the dead, and ascending ¢ to the right
hand of the Majesty on high.” : .

If we now recapitulate, and place in one point of view, the se-
veral particulars which we have cursorily noticed, it will appear
that the knowledge of “ the only true God and of Jesus Christ
whom he hath sent,” embraces these points :—that * the only true
God,” is the God who is revealed in the Scriptures; thit he 15
the Creator, preserver, and disposer of all things visible ‘and
invisible ; that after He.had created the worlds of inanimate
and irrational beings, he crowned his work by forming man, a
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living Soul, the image of Himself, and lord of every thing
around him : that man by disobedience forfeited this high es-
tate, and exposed himself’ and his posterity to temporal and, .
eternal death ; that in order to avert the fatal consequences of
this transgression it was ordained by Jehovah that the secone
person of the ever-blessed and mysterious Trinity, God the
Son, should descend o earth, become man, and in that form
suffer death, rise again, and re-ascend into licaven when, and in
proof that, his work was acomplished.

Such is the knowledge which Christ declares in the text to
be life eternal. And it is probable that each one who now
hears me, will be ready to exclaim, all this have 1 known from
my youth up. And speculatively, it is to be imdgined that
such is the case; for we would not willin;,:ly suppose that any
one here present has never heard, nor read of these things.—
But, my brethren, it is a most important inquiry, what is the
effect produced by this know]odge upon us ’—how does it in-
fluence our conduct and affections? Merely to know these
truths as matters of record, and to give our assent to them
because they are so well attested, that to deny them would ar-
gue a deficiency, or a distortion of our understanding, and

Judgment ; is «n insufficient and worthless knowledge, which

can form no title to everlasting life ; it is too nearly allied to
that dead faith which wants the animating principle of good
works.  All doubtless profess that they ¢ know the only true
God”—they acknowledge, for instance, that He is one God,
besides whom there is none else ; but yet how few are there
who do not set up in opposition to Him those two idols, self
and the world, which largely share if they do not receive all
the worship due to Him alone ; and whose knowledge therefore
is of no more saving value than that characterised by St. James ;
“ Thou believest that there is one God ; thou doest well ; the
devils also believe and tremble.” Again whilst all are ready

to avow their knowledge of God's love of righteougness, and
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hatred of iniquity, does their conduct constantly manifest such
a knowledge, or do 1h«~' not, on the cantrary, frmucmly act
a¢ though they believed that God was-at legst indiffesent to sin,
and that he respected not holiness {  They acknowledge the
omniscience and omnipresence of God, and yet how continu-
ally do they. act and think; as though no eye saw them, nor’
was there any God who « undmsmud their thoughts afar off.”

So again, wnth respect to the knowledge of Jesus Christ ;
doubtless every one pmlvssmzr hmr§cII a ( hmlnn, would be
ofiended at the bare blll\[)l)SlllOll of his being ignorant who this
divine person wasy of the object of his mission, and of all that he
underwent in‘its aceomplishment : but if that knowledge stop
short here, if it extend no-further than the head, “and do not
shed a hunibling and plnmnw influence on the heart, it.is ,nn

such l\nm\h dge as will open the gate of eternal Jife.. If ot we
kuowledge of Christ’s infinite cmnpassmn in, bom'ﬁm'r ‘a’
man of sorrows _and 'uqu'nnted with grief,” fnr our 's: akes,
inspire us not \nth universal love and charity for our fellow.
creatires ; if our 'Lno“]edgc of his humility, {VNN nu-, .ln(l en-
durance of i m;m\ allay not in our bosony every'feéling ol pr ride,
discontent, and ‘rt‘venge if ‘our knowlec lno of l is <polu's
purity excite not our. earnest dl'sn(‘:, and endeav ours to w all
i his fuotsteps, and lastly, .if our- 'l\np\\ lod e. that. hes dieda
painful'and shameful death to redeem us ‘from the cursé of sin,
fill us not with shame, and l;cq) tfelt. remorse for ot bwn ‘offens
ces, and lead s not with sincere p('vnltcm;c, and in hurhble
reliance on the assistance of his grace, and the efficacy of his
atonement, to renounce and abhor sin Im the.tirhe to come 3 our
knowledge pmﬁ.c'h us mot; but ht.lll_y a(;‘hr,u.nv our gailt :
it had bovn bot?cr for us nev ex’lo have known the wa ay of nn ht-
" eousness, than h.wmg l\nonn it, not to.walk thererem Y
(said Christ to thc lerm‘vs) ye were blind, ye shoul’d havé no
sin : but now ye*say, we see, therefore your sin rcmamolh. ,

Imt my brethren, there is yet another most csscntlal criterion
of the genuiner nest,,and efficiency of our Christian l\now'odsre

.
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which claims ourattention, namely, that if it have these (uali-
ties it will not be confined within our own bosoms ; it will not
suffer us to rest coptented with its profession ourselves, and to
have no-care whether all the world besides be ignorant of it ;
but it will'urge us to impart and disperse it abroad, to the ut-
most of our power. We have said that one effect of the know-
ledge of God and Jesus Christ, is to make us imitate the divine
love and goodwill towards mankind ; to teach us the most ex-
alted observance of the precept to “‘love our neighbour as

ourselves.” And is not the communication, and participation

of what we most highly value ourselves, the most ineontestable

proof of such love? The sharing of our wordly wealth and'

advantages with a friend, in order to save him from ruii, and
to raise him to the same cendition of happiness with ourselves,
would surely go far towards creating the belief that we must
love him in the same proportion. But if we have it ip our
power to demonstrate an equal, or far higher degree of love,
at a much less sacrifice, does not the duty become infinitely
more obligatory ?—Such then is the duty of impartihg: the
knowledge of God and Jesus Christ. For the communication
of this knowledge, which ““is eternal life,” as much outvalues
the boon of kingdoms resi; 'no(l for a brother’s welfare, as the
worth of an immortal soad transcends that of a perishing body <
and this communication it is in our power to make, (or at least
'to aid in making) by the sacrifice of a very small portion of our
earthly wealth, and without any diminution, to ourselves of
what alone is valuable, the heavenly light which we would if:
fuse, and which would shine no less brightly and warmly on
ourselves, though millions of eyes now sealed in darkness were
opened to imbibe its rays of life. That there are millions un-
conscious of this light is an additional powerful motive for ourin-

creased exertions in its diffusion. It is true indeed that the single
efforts ef individuals can extend only to a very contracted circle;
but the combined efforts of many brought to bear upon the same
point, can effect, for they have efiected, great results, It i
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li- ©in this view that societies and associations for ameliorating the

ot cendition of mankind in any manner are entitled to our best

to . ; wishes and co-npcrauon :.and among those of a religious cha-

L racter, and which have a pecualiar, cl.um on (,hrlauans of our .

1t- .. own communion, is the bocnety whose cause I am now called on
W= to plead before you. Its object, ‘as its iitle-imports, is ¢ The ‘
ue ¢ Promotion of Christian Kno“l('dp:o ;" of thag knowledge whose

X~ _ principles we have been reviewing, and which js declared by ‘
as . our Saviour to be life eterndl.” ; ' : g -
Jin This ‘%uctv \enerable by an cnstcn«.c of a hundred, atid - * ‘-
ile 3 " {hirty years, employed in advancing the best interests of man, ‘-
nd’ and during which she has been‘the honored means of coniribu- -

nd ; ting' to the fulfilment of the prophehc declaration of- Jthos ah” " Qi
s, : “ From the mm;: of the Sun unto the gaing down ofthe‘ samre , -,
1t .k my name <lnll be’ gredt among the Gemlles”—thus speaks for. . :
ur 4 herself in a late report of ler proceedmgs.——“'l‘hv duty of '
e, ecommunicating I\no“ledgc o all . ¢lasses of" hunyarn beings, . ‘
ly J‘ 'lhv peculiar nnpoltancc of Christian knmvhd'm, the L,rcat |
he f§ importance of comuunicatizg thls knm\lccl"o tb_the young, i
on and the nnpo:snblhty of doipg so upon’ n 'ukqmte scale .
es +*without the assistance ‘of Pnbhc charity " thege LO”C!hCl with ¥ i
he . the consequent duty of endeavo plmg t0. convey such berie-"

o .i fits to other nations as well as our awif, are the. fundamental ™
st ; points upon -which- tllc cl: aimg -of t,lre ‘Soc:el) for Pr)motm{‘ .‘
e . Christian Knowledge rest.” To this snmp}e but-solid staté-".. - ‘
of ment it may not be improper on ‘the ‘present occdsion to, - 3
if- add a briefnotice of .the ‘means’ by whieh the Society endea- -

m vours o accomphsh its onda. *The meup.ll mean, and that

re \\hlch may be fonsldercd as the- dlsungulshmg feature of tln» i ,
n- 9 Soci iety, is the cuculauon, in some iRstances gratmtously, but g 5

n- chicfly by seNing them at reduced priges, o(the Holy Strlpturcs, . -
thé Common Pr'uer, and’ Oﬂlccs of our Church and other [

le

| ,

e; books and tracts oalculated ‘to convey dnd 1llustrate the know=,. "
ne ledge of purc and enllghtened Chnsuam-t,y $ amongst the latter - - 8

description- of books are ‘many in which the truths of -relngaon
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are blended, and diversified with moral," and useful idstruction

of a gencral- natare, whereby it is attempted to render those

into whose hands they may fall, worthy members of the civil

as well as of the Christian community., The total number of

. Bihles, and boeks of different, descriptions thus issued by the
Society in one year during 1427 and 1828, was 1,656,066, and
the los: sustained by the Hm‘u‘tv ‘on them, that is, which muss
»be made.up from public contributions, was upwards of twenty_
thousand pounds, If] of this large number of books thus pug
‘in circulation by the Society, but a thousandth part Jlmlld be
effectual to the. conwersion, and salvation of Sonls hitherto
ignorant of the truths, and'consolations of Christianity, what
abundant cause for satisfaction and gratitude must it afford to
have been in any degree instrumental in the furtherance of a
work so beneficial 1o man,, so acceptable to God. '

In addition to her efforts by means of this, the main instru-
ment of her operations, the Spciety also lends her assistance in
the establishment and enlaygement of Schools, in the support
of Missions, and in contributing from her funds to the execution
of any- désign having view the extension of"Christian know-
ledge.  In‘pursuance of its first, and principal mode of opera-
tion, it should be stated, that the Sogiety last 3( ar, forwarded
to this place a gratuitous npply of Bibles and other books, to
the amount of Sixty Pounds, to be distributed, at the discretion
of the Copimitte, among the Settlers.  The mention of Set-
tlers must imme (h aitely sugglest to* your thoughts the pccu]m'
claims which the Society has to Christian ~upxmrl, in the midst
of a growing Colony, which is d: ly receiving vast accessions
of population. The circumstances of such a population do
indeed present a wide and fruitful field, for the exercise of an'
enlarged Christian benewolence.

Can we conte mplate the nu-
merous f;

amilies already settled over a vast. extent of rmmxr\
but so widely scattered that it is not possible tlney shoul enjoy
the 'stated mimistration of religious ordinances, and not feel the

most lively anxiety to afiord what alleviation we can to the
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~ondition of these sheep withoyt shepherds, .by supplying the
the absence of living pasiors, by the presence of the Holy
Seriptures, and such other books as are best calculated to keep
alive the’spirit of pure religion, and also of attachmerit to our
Church. Far tliis last consideration is ene which not only "
may, bat which ou ,,-I“ to operate with us as a mdtive to our
exe rtions; nnd that, without any breach of the most comprehen~
sive Christian charity, inasmuch as we may respect, and ap-
prove, and co-operate with the right hand ‘of Christian fellow- - |
ship, in the ].ﬂmUh of those who dlﬂ'ex from.us on pomts notof % - |
fundamental nmport ance ; and yet, at the same timé; be only -
.lvmomu ating the sincerity .of our own profession, by ende'\-
vounrvr to (uwcnnn-ltc such (In( trmc~ and Oplmons, as may at
least pireserve those who have been brought up in the bosom of . -,
our own most, venerate d Chuxch, from falling off. from. their
adherence ; if we may not also hope ro.draw new. mémbers
within her pale.~~Again, can we see hundred\ ofs our, fellow
beings, and fellow subjects who have left tlwlmd ()flhl ir birth, ©* .}
in the hope of ‘providing here that hnmwt maintenance for =}
themselves and their children, which: they failed of procuring N
at home ; can we see them arriving ameng us strangers, and
destitute, and, suffer them 10 p'tx‘s"oim-arck- to their lot of toil, !
and often of solitude, and not af the same time feel wliat inesti- :
mable’ serv:ce we mwht uml“x them, what comjort we might il ‘
impart, had we. but the means nf suppI)m" them with that.
l\nowledge whuh is. ¢ life eternal I'hcw means tlxo QOth,y
whose cause 1 am® :ulvumlum, is anxious to furnish'to us she -
waits but the inyitation, and nnpulsu of a*cordial and.adequate
suppoit on “our part to.c ommunicate to us o(‘hcrv resources freely
and eﬁ“&ctuallv Finally, then, my brethren, can you pmfess
the l\now]cdp;(- of “the only true God, and ‘of Jesus Christ |
whom he hath sent,” ¢an you l:vhéw too that this’ knowlednc ¥
is life vternal; as wcll as, what is eqiially cutam, that lquorance
of it is eternal dmth, and not be'actuated by the wish to con~ -
tribute your utmo~t aid to impart this lee-gnﬁm: l\nowkdgc {0

.
s '
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thase who possess it not? Evince then by your deeds the sin~
cerity of this wish, remembring that it avails your destitute
brethren nothing, only to wish them freed from their ignorance,
To say to a brother or sister naked of the robe of righteousness,
and destitute of the bread of life, depart in peace, *“ be ye warmed,
or be ye filled, notwithstanding ye give them not those things
which be needful to the Soul’s welfare ;”” what doth it profit ¥

)
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YORK COMMITTEE,

OF

THE SOCIETY,

FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE.
ROy -1 I

The Annual Meeting of this Committee was held in ST.
James’ CHurcH, on Friday, the 18th June, 1830, The
VENERABLE the ARCHDEACON of YORK, in the Chair.

After Prayers, the following Report was read by the Secretary:

S

REPORT.

Tue YorRk CoMMITTEE of the Society for Promoting Chris-
tian Knowledge, in laying their Annual Report before the
Subscribers, and the public, humbly trust that there will ap-
pear much cause for satisfaction at the success which has at-
tended their proceedings, and for gratitude to the giver of all
good, for blessing their endeavours to propagate the know-
ledge of His holy word.

In conformity with the following Resolution, adopted at
the General Meeting of last year, viz :—¢ That the Parent
Society be solicited to make a depot of their Books and Tracts
at York, for the purpose of being sold at low prices, this In-
stitution becoming security against ultimate loss,” the Com-
mittee beg to state, that a very large supply of both were
promptly forwarded from London, and arrived here in the
Autumn, a Catalogue of which has since been published.
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The sum due to the Parent Society for this supply, amounts
to £834 4s. 4d., in part payment of which the Committee were

enabled to remit £62 1s. 11d. at the time of sending home
their application.

It may be necessary here to observe for the information of

those who may not have previously become acquainted with
the circumstance, that, in consequence of a recent regulation
of the Parent Society, Foreign Committees are charged the
full cost price of the Books sent out to them : but it should at
the same time be mentioned, that they (the Foreign Commit-
tees) are not now as formerly, required to contribute any por-
tion of their Subscriptions, or other proceeds, in aid of the
Parent Society.

This Committee not having been able to open their De-
pository for the issue of books until the month of January last,
have every reason to feel satisfied with the result of their ope-
rations during the short time which has elapsed from that period
up to the present.

The following is a statement of books and tracts circulated
by this Committee from the first of January to the first of
June, 1830 :—

Bibles sold to individuals .

e o o BN

Do. sent to Depositories, . . . . 76 166

Testaments sold to individuals,

o i ATHUES
Do. sent to Depositories, . 24 99

Prayer Books sold to individuals, . . 12°
Do. sent to Depositories, . . . . 16 } 285
Bound and half-bound Books,
To individuals, . . ., . . . . . 137
To Depositories, R A l55§ 398
Tracts, §e.~Toindividuals, . . . . 463
Do. sent to Depositories, . . . . 824 ; ool

The
of bein
from |
£113

So s
in, the
tance f
from e
their f
ciety,
such n
may al
consid
from ¥
incides
fore ea
to his
minati
other
knowl

Dey
Thon
Trafa
Comn
cessar

Th
with s

Als
nues |
the A
ber of
cover
that t
prese
exten




th

19

The numerical amount of Books and Tracts thus disposed
of being 2,059,—and the sum due for them to the Committee,
from Individuals—£78 7 13; and from Depositories—
£113 13 14 ;—Total—£192 0 3.

So soon as the whole, or a part of this sum, shall be paid
in, the Committee hope to be enabled to make another remit-
tance to the Parent Society. They cannot, however, refrain
from expressing their regret that, owing, to the low state of
their finances, and the large amount due to the Parent So-
ciety, they are unable to make any gratuitous distributions to
such individuals as are destitute of the means of purchase, It
may also be mentioned, that the last year’s expenses have been
considerably encreased by the charges upon so large a supply
from England ; by the fitting up of a Depository, and other
incidental expenses. The friends of this institution are there-
fore earnestly solicited to render their assistance, each according
to his means, in furtherance of its important object—the disse-
mination of the sacred Scriptures, Prayer Books, and such
other religious books as are well calculated to afford Christian
knowledge, and instruction to the poor.

Depositories have been formed at the following places :—
Thornhill, Yonge Street; Whitby ; Toronto; Streetsville ;
Trafalgar ; Ancaster; Pickering, and St. Thomas: and the
Committee hope to add others to this list as soon as the ne-
cessary arrangements can be inade.

The Hospital and Gaol in this place have been supplied
with such books and tracts as were deemed most suitable.

Also the Sunday School, revived in December 1828, conti-
nues to be furnished with the requisite books by the order of
the Archdeacon. As usual during the past Spring the num-
ber of Children has fallen off, and the School has not yet re-
covered its sirength, but as the Summer advanees, it is hoped
that the attendance will be greater, and more regular. At
present there is every prospect of the School’s becoming more
extensively beneficial than it has hitherto proved.
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The Committee having thus given a brief, but, they trust, a
satisfactory report (all circumstances considered) of the present
state of their funds, and of their operations during the past
year, cannot close this part of the subject without noticing the
great and increasing success of the labours of the Parent Soci-
ety, which are indeed such as to afford gratification to all who
are sincerely desirous to promote the glory of God, and the
eternal welfare of mankind—such as to encourage us to use

diligence and exertion in the same benevolent and pious un-
dertaking.

It appears that the Receipts of that venerable institution

during the last year, amounted to £73,000, and the Expenses
to £72,000.

The number of Books circulated was as follows :—
Bibles, "7 S ) Mk 60,668
New Testamettdhe. . oo i T 79,164
Prayer Books . Sl o o % 151,708
115,927
TPRCtS, o o o o ¢ NEL CEREES 1,197,443
Total, . . , L — 1,604,904
If then the objects of this Society have been so successfully
and extensively accomplished at home, and if, as is proved by

Books or religious subjects, . . .

the result, these objects be considered of importance and utili-
ty in a community possessing all the benefits and advantages
of regular religious instruction—surely they cannot but be of
greater importance and utility in a Country like this, where
from local circumstances a vast portion of the population are
as yet unavoidably deprived of the ministry of God’s word.—
And not only so, but it is greatly to be apprehended that many
of our fellow creatures are at this moment, and in this Province,
living destitute of he means of improving either themselves or
their offspring in the knowledge of their duty to God and man ;
sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, without a guide to
direct them in the way of truth, and of salvation, and to warn
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them to flee from the wrath to come. In order to remedy this
evil, as much as existing circumstances will admit, and to relieve
in some degree the spiritual wants of our brethren, it seems but
reasonable, and an act of gratitude to the giver of all good,
that we, more higly favoured Christians, should contribute our
aid in procuring for them the Book of God ; that bread which
endureth unto everlasting life ; and such other religious works
as may tend to the removal of ignorance and error, and to the
promotion of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
our Lord—that knowlesge which alone maketh wise unto Sal-
vation.

Whilst, then, we have the means and the opportunity of
rescuing our fellow creatures from ignorance and depravity,
and of conducting them into the paths of everlasting. rest and
peace, it becomes our bounden duty to persevere in promoting
this «acred cause, humbly trusting that the divine blessing will
not be wanting to our labour of love.—And to this end it be-
hoves us to be frequent in offering up our earnest prayers to
the wise Disposer of all events, without whom nothing is strong
nothing is holy, that He would vouchsafe his blessing upon our
endeavours in diffusing a knowledge of his Gospel, and that,
finally, and in his own good time, his way may be known upon
all the earth, and his saving health among all nations.

By desire of the Committee.
J. HUDSON,

SECRETARY.
¢l
lhe following Resolutions were then moved and adopted :—
Moved by the Solicitor General, C. A. HAGERMAN, Esq.
seconded by W. H. DraPER, Esq.—
That the Report be received.
Moved by the Hon. P. RoBinsoN, seconded by the Hon.
Mr. Justice MACAULAY—
That the Report be Printed.
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Moved by the Hon. the CHIEF JUSTICE, seconded by S.
WasHBURN, Esq.—

That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the PARENT
Sociery for their prompt attention in complying with the

request sent by the managing Comnmittee, to make a depot of

Books and Tracts, this institution becoming security against
ultimate loss.

Moved by the Hon. J. H. DunN, seconded by C. C. SMALL
Esq.—

That the thanks of the Society be given to the TREASURER.

Moved by the Attorney General, H. J. BouLTon, Esq. se-
conded by S. Jarvig, Esq.—

That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Rev. JosEpi
Hubzon, for his valuable services as Secretary, and that he be
requested to continue in office during the present year.

Moved by the Rev. Dr. PHILLIPS, seconded be D’ARrcy
Bouvrton, Esq.—

That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the LApiEs and
GENTLEMEN who have acted asT'eachers of the Sunday School
during the last year, and that the continuance of their superin-
tendence be requested.

Moved by the Hon. Mr. JUusTIECE SHERWOOD, seconded
by JaMES FirrzGiseon, Esq.—

That the thanks of this Meeting be civen to those CLRRGY-
MEN, and GENTLEMEN, who have taken charge of Depositories
of Books on account of this Society.

Moved by CapraiN PuiLLrorrs, R. E. seconded by Dr.
DirHL,—

That a Subscription be now opened, to give an opportunity
to those who may wish to come forward to enrol their names,
as Members of this Society.

Moved by the Hon. CoLongr WELLS, seconded by ROBERT
STANTON, Esq.—

That the Rev. Dr. HARRIS, be requested to preach a Sermon
for the benefit of this Sosiety, on the 27th instant, in the forenon.
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Moved by Dr. HoRNE, seconded by MR. DUGGAN,—

That two Gentlemen be appointed to collect the Subscrip-
tions for the year.

Moved by W. H. DrAPER, Esq. seconded by F. T. Bir-
LINGS, Esq.—

That a Committee be appointed for the ensuing year, to
forward the oljects of this Institution, by regulating the issues,
establishing Depots, and soliciting Subscriptions ; to consist of
the Office-bearers, and the following Gentlemen :—

The Venerable the ArRcupEACON OF YORK, and CLERGY,
The Hon. J. B. MacAuLAY,
¢ ¢« CoLoNEL WELLS,
C. A. HAGERMAN, Esquire.
D’Arcy BouLton, Esquire,
Secretary—The Rev. Josepn Hupson,
T'reasurer—The Hon. WiLLIAM ALLAN,
Collibeios } Mr. Jon~y PoweLL,
Mr. ELLiOTT,
Depositor—RoBERT STANTON, Esquire.

The Chairman having left the Chair—

The Hon. J. B. RopinsoN, CHIEF JUSTICE, was called
thereto—when it was—

Moved by the SoLiciTor GENERAL, seconded by the Hon.
CoLonEL WELLS, and adopted unanimously—

That the thanks of the Society be given to the Venerable,
the ARCHDEACON OF YORK, for his conduct as Chairman this
day, and for his very valuable services rendered to the Society
in promoting their general interests.
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A

LIST

OF THE
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERS,
OF THE YORK COMMITTEE,
OF THE
Socicty for Promoting Christian Fwotoledge,
o ——

#* An Annual Subscription of Ten Shillings, Currency,
constitutes a Member. Subseriptions are . received by the
Treasurer and Depositor at York ; and by the Depsitors at the
several places hereinafter named.

EEgrER—— ————— —

ANNUAL. ANNUAL.
His Excellency the Licut. William Atkinson, .ee.eeee &) 10 0
GOVEINOr. 00 cssscssessse £ 0. 0] George Duggan, seasessees 0 10
Mr. MUdge cvoeeececessee 1 0 | James E. Small, ceeeieecas IR
The Archdeacon of York,.. 6 0 * { James Fitzeibbon, ceceeees y Q@
The Chief Justice, seveesss 3 0O “} I ER
Hon. Mr. Justice Sherwood, 2 10 "¢ | L S
o h Hnpormtih s ionses 210 ¢ | Ro! .o § e
DR IR i cceess 210 ¢ l John Elmsley, cosescecenes .0
William Allan,cceeeescess . 210 “ | Robert G, Anderson, sessee U 100 ¢
William Chewett, . coveveee 2 10 ¢ ! John Murchison, ceeseseess 010 ¢
I A o s ssees ves 1 0 ¢« | Rev,Charles Matthews, «e.. g O =
Charles C. Small,.c.... s O S l e T R e T LY 930 ¥
James B. Macaulay,....... 2 10 ¢ | Seneca Ketchum,secesssees 1 O
. POllling..onoess TTIIT 3 9" i Johm H. Dunn,eeesccsacans 3 )
William Proudfoot,sees ces- i B " Mr. Wood, cocescassccnces 1 0
D’Arcy Boulion, .... saithes 3 09 i Doctor Diehl, soveeevosans T R B
Reverend Jose ph Hudson,.. 1 3 4 [ Rev. William Boulton,..... RL R N
David Wilson,e..... veeese O B 0| Samuel Ridout,sceaevscnens 012 6
ll~n|).l Boulton.coeescese 2 10 | S, Giving, cacocscscecncese 012 6
William Hutchinson, ceeeee 0 10 ¢ | John Powell, cavssecaccens 012 6
,“llh.nn Sharp®, seaeoes eee 0 B « | S, Washburn,ceeessseeness RS
Thomas Carfrae, Junior,.es 0 10 ¢ | James W Padfield,canssane 012 6
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ANNUAL ANNUAL,

Joseph Spragg.ceevecccsse s £1 0 0| George MONY0,vecensreeess £ 12 6

William P. Spragg, .... ... 010 *|Jumes Nation, Ol 0

William H. Draper,..q..0a. 1 0 | Pairick Hartuey, (Donation) 0 0 ¢

G. Denison, .veee oo 1 6 James Cockshutt do 0 5 «
John EWArL, casecssoconses O 18 ¢ | Johin Craig,coeceecoscveees 0 5
BOWES BRIERL sk vivcirerans “ 1 William Knott, vvvvveneees, 010
Duncan Cameron, ...,..e0. fohn Roddy, seviennncenees 010
IR, MY, coiseiaisenin | George Gurnett 010
Edward McMahon, vouv.0e. 2 6| Thomas Hamilton 010
ST, iovniriines 2 6| Thomas Billings, ........ I
Major Winniett, . .vu0uenne George Savage, v..... 0 10
Rev. James Magrath, ...... S0 CAONEL s casniavisssene 010
METRREEUD o066 sidsvs viaass BN sx0i0s wnios o ns 010
William Coates, ,v0vveronns D * |John Carey, ssnsesas © 3D
B RRrahand, syseviscssins Ihomas M. Jones, coaeseeas 1 0O

Da. Donation, . .... 6

Rl dd—=

DEPOSITORIES.

York,—~R. Stanton, King-Street,
Thornhill—Messrs. Thorne and Parsons,
Whitby—J. B. Warren, Esquire,
Pickering—Francis Leys,

Toronto—Mr. Lewis,
Streetsville—Mr. H. Patterson,
Trafalgar—Mr. Proudfoot,
Ancaster—Mr. Burwell,

St. Thomas—Rey. Mr. Burnham,
Brantford—Mr. Wilkes.

+*+ Catalogues of Books, and prices, may be obtained, on
application at the several Depositories.




