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THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUÀL REPORT

OF THE

MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
OF MONTREAL.

The Report, which it is now the duty of the Directors to lay 
before the Members of the Association, relates to the proceed
ings of a period of sixteen months, owing to a change in the 
date of our Annual Meeting, consequent upon the amendment 
to our Act of Incorporation, passed in the last session of the 
Provincial Parliament, at the request of the Board, and in 
accordance with a resolution of a General Meeting of the 
Members held on 22nd May last (1866.)

The Directors cordially congratulate the Members on the 
possession of the handsome and commodious building in which 
we now meet. For the first time we occupy a building of our 
own. It is convenient and comfortable in every respect, and 
is likely to meet the requirements of the Association for many 
years to come.

The occasion suggests a review of our past history, and the 
Directors deem it advisable to put upon record in this Report 
the leading facts, so far as the rather limited materials at their 
disposal enable them to do so. Some documents were de
stroyed by fire, and many others have been lost. With some 
effort, however, copies of twenty-one, out of the previous twen
ty-five Annual Reports, have been got together, and to them we 
arc chiefly indebted for the statement we are about to make.

The Institution was originated at a meeting held on 27th 
November, 1840, at which Mr. Young presided. In the fol
lowing January (1841) a constitution was adopted, and Pro-
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visional Directors appointed. A large room over the then 
Exchange News Room, in St. Joseph, now St. Sulpice Street, 
was leased, and the first Board of Directors was elected at a 
General Meeting held in July of that year. The membership 
of 130 at the outset increased during the year to 183 active, 
65 merchant and 16 honorary, in all 265 members, and the 
first Annual Report records 311 volumes in the library.

In July, 1843, the Association moved to rooms in the upper 
floor of St. Ann’s Market, which they fitted up at an expense 
of over £150 to the Association, only to abandon them a few 
months afterwards for the use of the Government.

A Charter of Incorporation was procured from the Legisla
ture, and received the Royal assent on 9th December, 1843. 
The original Constitution and Bye-Laws were thereby annulled. 
A new Code of Bye-Laws was adopted at the Annual Meeting 
of 7th February, 1844. The Seal of the Association was, at 
the same time, adopted, with the motto, Vita sine literis mors est.

The original Constitution precluded persons in business on 
their own account from any share in the management of the 
Institution.

At the Annual Meeting held, as required by the charter, on 
25th November, 1844, a resolution was passed requiring the 
Board of Directors to choose annually four Merchant Mem
bers to act with them as Honorary Directors. During this 
year the books belonging to the Montreal Library were trans
ferred to the Association upon certain conditions, one being 
that the shareholders of the Library bçcame Life Members of 
the Association. The sum of £200 was also paid as an 
indemnity to the shareholders. 2,980 volumes were thus 
added to the Library of the Association, which, with 64 volumes 
otherwise acquired, raised the number of volumes to 3,837.

In the early part of 1844 the Association was notified that 
the rooms they occupied were required for the accommodation 
of the Government, then about to remove to Montreal. A 
second removal therefore became necessary, and the premises 
engaged were those belonging to the Nuns, in St. Joseph
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Street. The idea of building was then contemplated, in 
nection with the Natural History Society, but the difficulties 
appeared to be insuperable, and the matter had to be deferred 
until better days.

The fifth Report, presented 24th November, 1845, was cal
culated “ to afford lively satisfaction to the Members and well- 
wishers of the Association,” and inspire the hope of increasing 
prosperity for the future.

The Library then numbered 3,934 volumes, and the 
ber issued during the year was 3,095. 
constant readers 320. The receipts more than covered the 
expenditure, but a debt of [£519, which had been principally 
incurred in starting the Association, in acquiring the Montreal 
Library and in fitting up the rooms in St. Ann’s Market, still 
encumbered the Association.

The sixth Report, presented 30th November, 1846, exhibited 
a steady progress in the growth of the Institution. In this year 
an important addition to the Library is reported. The special 
thanks of the Association are declared to be due to “ John 
Young, Esq., for his handsome gift of a copy of the Encyclo- 
pœdia Britannica (latest edition),” and to whose “ kind recom
mendation, also, the Association are indebted for the very 
liberal donation lately received from M. Hector Bossange, of 
Paris, consisting of 220 volumes French works, an acquisi
tion which, we hope, may tend to encourage the study of 
French literature among our Members, as well as induce 
of our fellow citizens, speaking that language, to join 
Association, an object which we have always desired, and 
hope, ere long, in some measure to attain.” The Board showed 
their sense of M. Bossange’s kindness by making him an 
Honorary Member.

With the above addition, the total number of volumes in the 
Library is reported to be 4,209. The number of volumes 
issued during the year 
4,000, to 340 constant readers.

The number of Members was 446, made up as follows :—
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A most successful course of Lectures had again been deliv
ered by several of the Lecturers already mentioned, and by 
Hon. W. Badgley, D. C. L., Hon. Judge Mondelet, Rev. W. 
Leach, D. D., A. Cross, Esq., A. Morris, B. A., T. S. Hunt, 
Esq., E. A. Meredith, Esq., L. L. D., John Leeming, Esq., and 
several others of the most prominent and respected of the cit
izens of Montreal. A class of upwards of 60 had been suc
cessfully formed for the study of Commercial Law, upon which 
subject Lectures were delivered by Henry Driscoll, Esq., Q. C.,

A literary society, called the Athenæum Club, having for 
its object the improvement of its members in literature ar.d 
elocution, had also proved very successful.

The membership showed a decrease, as compared with the 
previous year, greater in appearance than in reality, as many 
non-paying members had been struck off the books.

The tenth Report, presented 25th November, 1850, repre
sented the position of the Association as having at the begin
ning of the year been embarrassing in more respects than one. 
The financial position, which during the year had been “perilous 
in the extreme,” was greatly improved by the results of efforts 
made to obtain new subscribers, and of an appeal to the public 
tor assistance, which was “ generously responded to,” and 
resulted in a subscription of £267 18s. yd. towards lessening 
the debt of the Association, which in sums varying betwee n 
^578 in 1843, and £4l 7 >n 1849, had constantly weighed upen 
the Institution.

The Association was “ almost entirely relieved from crnbai- 
rassments,” and the prospects at the close of the year were 
cheering. The total number of Members was 480, of whom 
76 were Life and Honorary Members. The number of Mem
bers at the close of the previous year was 509.

In the following year, 1851, the Report drew attention to 
the “steady progress which the Association continued to 
make :” the prosperity being attributed chiefly to the haimony 
and good feeling which prevailed among the Members, and 
the general desire to promote its interests.
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Another removal is recorded “ to the present central situa
tion,” which was the corner of Great St. James and St. Peter 
Streets.

“ At no period in the history of the Association had it pre
sented so encouraging a financial prospect, notwithstanding a 
heavy loss by Lectures, and the withdrawal of a few of the 
Members. The hope is expressed that ere long we shall have 
the satisfaction of assembling in our own rooms,” a hope des
tined to be long deferred.

The twelfth Report, 2nd November, 1852, notices that the 
Association was insensibly assuming a character somewhat 
different from, though not at variance with the intention of its 
original projectors. The classes upon whose support the 
Association was presumed to depend did not yield it their 
zealous co-operation. It is especially remarked that the num
ber of Members engaged in the retail stores was very limited. 
The number of volumes in the Library was 3,000 ; the number 
of Members 400.

The thirteenth Report, 28th November, 1853, shews that 
the number of Members had been increased during the year to 
464. The subject of the erection of a building was again men
tioned, and at the General Meeting for the election of officers, 
held 5th December, 1853, it was moved by Mr. John Lewis, 
seconded by Mr. Richard McDonnell, and carried : “ That this 
Association is of opinion that the time has arrived when an 
effort should be made to secure a suitable site for the purpose 
of erecting a convenient building for its Members.” The Hon. 
John Young, Theodore Lyman and James Davison, Esqrs. 
were appointed a Committee to ascertain whether it was prac
ticable to carry the resolution into force.

By the fourteenth Report it appears the Association moved 
during the year from the corner of Great St. James and St. 
Peter Streets to Nordheimer’s Building, Great St. James Street. 
This year presented a rather unfavourable state of the financial 
position of the Association. The debt had been increased 
during the year, and now stood at £260 10s.. The member
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ship was 409, besides 53 Life and 27 Honorary Members, 
The Committee which had been appointed at the last Annual 
Meeting to consider the subject of building, reported that there 
were two sites suitable for that purpose : one on McGill Street, 
belonging to the Hon. John Young, and the other on the 
comer of McGill and Foundling Streets, which the Committee 
preferred, but which could not then be got. Difficulties' 
however, prevented any further measures in the matter, and 
the Board express the hope that so desirable an object will 
not be lost sight of by their successors.

The fifteenth Report records an increase in membership, 
which now amounted to 553, of whom 473 were paying Mem
bers. The number of volumes in the Library was 4,117.

The Board, while recognizing the many advantages which 
would accme to the Association by the erection of a building 
did not feel justified in taking action in the matter. A grant 
from Governme/zt was received for the first time, amounting to 
£50.

The sixteenth Report commences with a notice of a Festival 
which had been held with a view of furthering the interests of 
the Association, but the results from which were far from com
pensating the exertions which had been expended.

At a General Meeting, held during the year, a resolution 
was passed admitting all Members as eligible to a seat at the 
Board, which resolution was to take effect at the next Annual 
Meeting.

The number of Members was 522, being a decrease of 31 
as compared with the previous year ; 97 names, however, had 
been struck off the books for non-payment of subscriptions, 
and other causes.

The issue of books was 1,912, to 254 readers, the circulation 
being confined to about 600 volumes. The number of volumes 
in the Library was stated to be 4,167, an increase of 50 vol
umes during the year.

The seventeenth Report showed a further decrease in mem
bership, which now stood at 492. Dissentions prevailed for a
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time, and threatened serious embarrassment to the Association, 
have been healed before the close of thebut they seem to , . , _

year. Financial difficulties are complained of, but the Report, 
like many of those that preceded it, speaks hopefully of the 
future. An Exhibition of Painting was got up, but resulted in

a loss.
The eighteenth Annual Report, containing a 

the affairs of the Association during a year of great commercial 
depression, shews only 372 paying Members, being a decrease 
of 38 Members, and $310 subscriptions, as compared with the 
previous year. $340 raised by special subscription, and $225 
from Lectures, enabled the Association to hold its own, not
withstanding the pressure of the old debts.

the Association was instrumental in bringing 
Montreal audience Dr. Chas. Mackay, IVendall Phil-

statement of

This year
before a , .
lips, Horace Greely, and several other persons of celebrity.

It is noticed in the Report that the Government grant which 
had been £50 from the time it was first granted in 1855, had 
been cut down to $14°-

The nineteenth Report, December 5, 1859, shewed a further 
in membership, which had fallen to 348 paying Mem-decrease

bers, from 372 in 1858, and 430 in 1857.
removal took place, during repairs or im- 
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This expression indicated the necessity of a suitable building 

of the Association, before complete successfor the purpose 
could be realized.

The number of volumes in the Library is reported to be 
3 848. The removal appears to have greatly interfered with 
the usefulness of the Library. Besides this it is stated that 
the circulation was confined to about 300 volumes, of which
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might be obtained for the purpose of procuring books of greater 
general interest.

The finances were in a discouraging condition ; a debt of 
upwards of $1,800 embarrassed the Directors, who felt that 
the repeated appeals to the mercantile community for procur
ing assistance were degrading to the Institution, and detri
mental to its usefulness.

The twentieth Report, presented 27th November, i860, repre
sented that the Association which had been declining in pros
perity for some years, had now taken a step forward. The 
number of Members is reported at 640 in all, being an increase 
of 230 over the previous year. The number of books issued 

3,000, to 395 readers. The receipts shewed an 
expenditure of $252. Lectures were delivered 

during the year by Bayard Taylor, Hon. T. D. McGee and 
others.

The twenty-first Report, 25th November, 1861, shewed a 
membership of 628 in all, being a slight decrease from the 
previous year. The number of Members in arrears is reported 
at 187. The number of books issued during the year was 
2,191, to about 200 readers.

The receipts were $1,452,19, and the expenditure $1,613,28, 
shewing a deficiency of $160,59.

A special subscription was undertaken with a view to lessen 
the old debt of the Association, now amounting to $1,846 ; 
and the sum of $1,492 was contributed thereto by 127 sub
scribers, of which the Board subscribed among themselves $412.

Two Lectures were delivered by John B. Gough, which 
resulted in a net profit to the Association of $297,64.

The twenty-second year of the Association’s history closed 
with a gloomy prospect for the future. A Committee appointed 
for that purpose at the end of the year reported that they found 
the financial position of the Association most deplorable.

The Association had fallen behind hand greatly during the 
year, the expenditure being no less than $416 in excess of 
revenue.

was over 
excess over

________________it



î

14
seated tl 
instead i 
a Comm 
extent t 
new bui 

A resi 
recomm 
appear 
many of 

The I 
Merchai 
which is 
ting fori 
dertakir 
in a few 
posed p 
towards 

The 
J. H. \ 
John M 

At th 
that the 
lowed b 

That 
Buildinj 
all the) 
funds ir 
office oi 

With 
of intei 
held il 
that M 
land, e; 
had bee 
require! 
terms,

The twenty-third Report, presented 23rd Nov., 1863, shewed 
a much more favorable state of the affairs of the Association. 

The number of members in all was 474, being a decrease on
than in reality, caused byformer years rather in appearance 

striking off many merely nominal members.
The receipts were in excess of the expenditure, and the 

debt of the Association now reduced to about $600 was further 
reduced by the sum of $293 subscribed on the spot at the An
nual Meeting, in response to an appeal made to the Meeting^ 

of Readings by Vandenhoff resulted in a net profit

to the Association of $449- .
The Board of this year were the first to apply themselves

energetically to the project of a New Building.
At its last Monthly Meeting a series of Resolutions were 

moved by Mr. Wm. P. McLaren, seconded by Mr Hector 
and unanimously carried, the last of which was: That the 
Board recommend in their Annual Report that immediate 
steps be taken to erect a suitable Building for the Associa- 
tion. The Report accordingly contained this resolution, 
and at the Annual Meeting, held Monday, 23rd Nov., 
,862 on motion by Mr. McLaren, seconded by Mr. Steele, t
was unanimously resolved, (with one dissentient) ‘‘That ,t
would be advisable to erect a Building for the use of the Asso
ciation, and for that purpose immediate steps should be taken 
to procure the necessary funds as recommended by the Board.

it was also moved by the Hon. Jno. Young, seconded by 
Mr H J Shaw, and carried, “ That a Committee be appointed 
to take such preliminary steps as they may deem best adapted 
to accomplish the object in view, and to report progress at the 
Meeting in December, said Committee to consist of:—S. 
Caldecott, President ; Wm. Workman, Thos. Cramp, Theo. 
Lyman, Wm. P. McLaren, T. M. Thomson, John McLennan, 

Jno. Young, H. J. Shaw ; with power to add to their
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Both resolutions were accompanied by appropriate addresses.
Committee reported favorably. TheyIn December the
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seated that the sum of $20,000 or $25,000 would be required, 
instead of $15,000 as at first supposed, and recommended that 
a Committee be appointed to ascertain how far, and to what 
extent the merchants of the city approve of the plan to erect a 
new building for the use of the Mercantile Library Association.

A resolution was immediately passed in accordance with the 
recommendation, appointing a Committee, which, as will 
appear from the names entered in the minutes, comprised 
many of the most influential merchants of Montreal.

The Committee so appointed immediately issued to the 
Merchants of the City, a Circular of date, 17th Dec., 1863, and 
which is contained in the Report of the subsequent year, set
ting forth in admirable terms the scope and object of the un
dertaking, and stating it to be their intention to wait on them 
in a few days to ascertain whether they approved of the pro
posed plan, and to what extent each was willing to contribute 
towards the object.

The Members of the Committee issuing the circular were : 
J. H. Winn, M. H. Seymour, Thomas Rimmer, John Young, 
John McLennan, W. P. McLaren.

At the General Meeting held 28th Nov., 1864, it was reported 
that the issuing of the Circular mentioned was promptly fol
lowed by a thorough canvass of the city ;

That over $20,000 had been subscribed, and that plans for 
Building were under consideration by the Committee, and that 
all they awaited to take active measures was the payment of 
funds into the hands of Mr. P. Redpath, who had accepted the 
office of Treasurer.

With regard to a site for the proposed building, it may be 
of interest to notice, that at a special Meeting of the Board, 
held 18th January, 1864, the Hon. John Young reported 
that Mr. McLaren and himself had purchased the parcel of 
land, extending from Bonaventure to St. Joseph Street, which 
had been spoken of as a site, and whenever the Association 

. required it, it could be had from them on precisely the same 
terms, and for the same price as they paid for it. It was
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determined to build on the site mentioned ; and the Hon. John
appointed qualif 

the diYoung, P. Redpath and Wm. P. McLaren, were 
Trustees to hold the property in trust for the subscribers, until 
such time as the building was completed, and the property
handed over to the Association.

A Building Committee were appointed, consisting of Messrs. 
Rimmer, McLennan and P. Redpath., who applied themselves

building as that the
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with such vigor to the erection of the 
Association were able to move into it in May last.

The Report for the year 1864 represented the revenue from 
as in excess of the ordinary expenditure, but that of 

derived from Readings and

new

all sources
this a large proportion ($598)
Lectures, “ at best a precarious item of revenue.

The number of bona fide paying members was 327, and the 
amount of the annual subscriptions $1,170, being a decrease 
of Members, as compared with the previous year, of 70. The

debt is now stated to be $509,85.
The twenty-fifth Report regrets that the affairs ot the Insti

tution have not flourished during the year. The Membership 
had decreased 37. Want of space in the Reading Room, and 
want of funds to improve the Library, coupled with the o 
financial difficulties, not merely impeded progress but helped

collected on the spot, in answer to

was

.

Deduc 
And n

retrogression. $310 
a spirited appeal made at the Meeting. _ .

The most interesting portion of the Report is that referring 
to the new Hall, which was now so far advanced, owing to the 
exertions of the Building Committee, sustained by the mer
chants of Montreal, whose aid in the construction of the Hall 
is declared to be a Credit and honor to the city, as to warrant 
the belief that it would be open to the Members on the first
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of May then next.
The belief of the Board is also expressed, that when fairly 

settled in the new budding, the Mercantile Library Association 
will become eminently useful in facilitating mutual intercourse ; 
in extending information on Mercantile and offier subjects of 
general utility ; in promoting a spirit of useful inquiry ; and m

_____
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qualifying the young man of business to discharge with dignity 
the duties of his profession.

1
1

THE NEW BUILDING.r
1 he cost of the New Building having considerably exceeded 

the expectations of the Subscribers to the Building Fund, the 
1 rustees were unable to carry out the intention of transferring 
the property to the Association free of debt. The Association 
therefore, at a Meeting held on nth July last, accepted the 
property subject to the liabilities which had been incurred. 
Notwithstanding the amount of these liabilities, the Members 
of the Association have every reason to feel grateful to those 
by whose liberality the large sum of $19,295 89 was subscribed, 
and paid for the benefit of this Institution.
The ground on a portion of which this Building is 

erected was purchased for the sum of
Add interest paid................................-
Building and furnishing cost................

1.
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$14,000.00
1,547.69

23,93948
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39,48717ad
Deduct amount of sale to Cloutier 
And net amount of sale to Corporation 1,780.60

$8,300,ld
ed

10,080.60to

Cost of Property now belonging to the Association, $29,406.57
To enable the Board to meet all the unpaid Building and 

furnishing accounts, they were aulhorized at a general meeting 
held on 22nd Nov. last, to borrow a sum not exceeding $ 11,000. 
It has not been found necessary to borrow more than $10,300, 
the amount of certain claims which were paid by Judge Malloch 
of Brockville, and transferred to him. He takes security in 
the form of a judgment against the Association registered 
against the property, and also the personal obligation of three 
members of the present Board for the repayment of the amount 
in five years, with interest at 7 per cent., payable semi-annually.

To meet the interest of the Debt, and, if possible, to set aside 
annually a sum towards the liquidation of the principal, the As-
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before referred to, to appro-sedation resolved, at ™C‘^h rtions of the Building as
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presentation of an order from the Superintendent, and 400 
availed themselves of the privilege.

The Exhibition has proved advantageous to this Association 
by drawing public attention to it, and by making many indi
viduals acquainted with the Building who had scarcely been 
aware of its existence. We have acquired quite a number of 
new members in this way.

MEMBERSHIP.
The debt on the Building, which was a source of great anxiety, 

having been temporarily disposed of, the Board turned their 
attention to an effort to increase the number of members. In 
this, owing to the unwearied exertions of several members of 
the Board, they have been very successful.

The membership is now as follows, viz :—

82 Merchants,
155 Senior Clerks,
181 Junior Clerks,

2 Ladies

Total 420
140 Life Members

Total 560
The Directors consider it important that the income derived 

from the annual subscriptions should be more than sufficient 
to pay all the current expenses of the Institution. It has 
hitherto fallen far short of this requirement, and the different 
Boards have thus been crippled in their operations. They 
therefore respectfully request the co-operation of each and 
every member of the Institution in the vigorous effort which is 
now being made to place it upon a satisfactory basis. The 
number of members, as stated above, is 420. It is thought not 
unreasonable to ask that it be raised to at least one thousand, 
though even that number is far below what the city ought to 
furnish. The Association, without a home of its own, and 
without the attraction and comfort it now possesses, numbered
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members when Montreal had a population little ex-over 400
ceeding one-third of its present inhabitants.

But our numbers and prosperity 
creased by every member taking a personal interest in the 
matter, and exerting himself to induce others to join the Asso
ciation. By so doing they will benefit themselves as well as 
them The larger the income the greater attraction will t ic 
Board be enabled to offer. Let no member rest satisfied with
out doing something to aid in the progress of the Association 
towards the position it ought to occupy in this community. It 

great mistake to rely upon the unassisted efforts of a Board 
of whom is actively engaged in business, 
therefore devote very much of his time 

The members should show their appre-
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ciation of the advantages they enjoy, by endeavouring to extend 
them to others, and by encouraging the Directors by attending

interest in all that concerns the
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LIBRARY.

BeDuring the confusion consequent upon the removal to the 
New Building, it became necessary to cease issuing Books 
from the Library, and the re-arrangement, and other causes 
prevented the re-opening of the Library until September.

The Board regret to state that quite a nu.nber of books are 
missing, and they urgently request persons who have books in 
their possession belonging to the Association to return them 

without delay.
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number of volumes issued during the sixteen months
were issuedThe

has been 1,963, to 306 members, of which 501 
during last month (March.) The circumstances render this 
result no criterion of what we should expect during the coming 
year. The amount expended on the Library has been only 
$21 for the purchase of 39 volumes from Harper & Bros., New 
York We have received the following donations, viz : P rom 
Hon. John Young 104 vols. Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates,
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io66 to 1831; 93 vols, other Works, including Sir W. 
Molesworth’s Edition of Hobbes’ Philosophy.

Charles A. Low, Esq., 36 vols. Illustrated News and Illustrated 
Times.

Thomas Riminer, Esq., 21 vols. Miscellaneous.
John McLennan, Esq., 72 Standard Novels, Recent Travels,&c. 
Peter Redpath, Esq., 72 
Jas. McNider, Esq..

Seveval other handsome donations have been promised which 
will add greatly to the attractions of the Library during the 
coming year.

The thanks of the Association are due to the gentlemen 
whose timely contributions have added so much to the interest 
and value of the Library.

The Board would recommend to their successors a more 
thorough classification of the Books than has heretofore existed. 

The number of Volumes in the Library is now 4,365.
At our Annual Meeting next year it is hoped that a good 

report may be given of the use made of them.
READING ROOM.

dododo
10 vols.

•:

Before entering our New Building the number of New spapers 
received was 51, Periodicals 12. With a view to add to the at
tractions of the Room, the Board shortly after the New Build
ing was erected, deemed it advisable to increase the number to 
81 Newspapers, and 24 Periodicals. The increase in Mem
bership not having taken place so soon, and to the extent 
anticipated, it was afterwards determined from motives of 

to discontinue a few of the most expensive and leasteconomy
read Newspapers and Periodicals. This however, scarcely if 
at all affected the completeness of the Reading Room, and 
there is now received a class and variety of publications which 
undoubtedly make the Mercantile Library Association Reading 
Room equal to any in British North America. The Room 
itself is believed to be superior to any public Reading Room 
in the Dominion of Canada. The ceiling has been recently 
frescoed and the walls coloured gratuitously by Mr. McArthur,

%
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to whom the thanks of the Association are due for this act 
of liberality.

Among the British Newspapers received are :—London :— 
Times, daily, Daily News, Pall Mall Gazette, Saturday Review. 
Spectator, Punch, Army and Navy Gazette, Illustrated London 
News, Illustrated Times, Bell’s Life, Mark Lane Express. 
Liverpool : European Times, Mercury. Edinburgh : Scots
man. Glasgow : Herald. Inverness : Courier. Dublin : 
Warder, Freeman.
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UNITED STATES PAPERS.
New York : Tribune, Times, Herald, Journal of Commerce» 

Shipping and Commercial List, Independent, Scottish Ameri
can, Albion. Boston : Journal. Richmond : Enquirer. Cin
cinnati : Gazette. Chicago : Tribune. Detroit : Free Press. 
New Orleans : Picayune.

CANADIAN.
Montreal : Seven daily papers. Qube; : Chronicle. To

ronto : Globe, Leader. Hamilton : Spectator. London : Free 
Press. Kingston : News. Ottawa : Citizen ; and a number 
of weekly papers from Canada East and West.

Newfoundland: St. John’s Courier. Nova Scotia : Hali
fax Morning News. Prince Edward Island : Islander.

The best British and American Magazines are to be found 
on the tables of the Reading Room.

The name of any publication not received has the attention 
of the Board, if entered in the Recommendation Book, always 
to be found in the Room.

The Annual sale of Newspapers in December last, amounted 
to $93.85. Several of the most valuable are reserved for refer
ence. The following fyles were bound during the year, and 
placed in the Library, viz : European Times, 1 year ; Toronto 
Globe, 2 years, Leader, 2 years ; N. Y. Herald, 2 years, Tri
bune, 2 years, Shipping List, 2 years ; Montreal Gazette, 2 
years, Herald, 2 years. The Board have great pleasure in 
stating, that during the past few months, the number of Mem
bers visiting the Room has very greatly increased.
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LECTURES.

The Board decided that considering the usually unsatisfac
tory result of Lectures, in a pecuniary view, it was not advis
able to make any arrangements during the present winter. 
They, however, recommend the consideration of the subject to 
their successors.

CHARTER AND BY-LAWS.

Shortly after the Board entered upon the duties of their 
office, the subject of framing a new set of By-Laws was moved 
by the Hon. Jno. Young, late President of the Association, 
which resulted in the unanimous adoption, at a General Meet
ing of the Association, held on the 22nd May last, (1866) of 
our present By-Laws, which contain several new provisions.

Among these may be mentioned the conferring of member
ship only by ticket, and on prepayment of the proper subscrip
tion : The abolition of the Five Standing Committees, and 
giving to the Board full discretionary power at all times to 
appoint, control, or discharge any Committee, and to manage 
the entire ordinary business of the Association by means of 
one or more Committees of their own number ; The abolition 
of the By-Law requiring the election of four Merchant Mem
bers annually, as Honorary Directors, a provision which was 
desirable only under our earlier constitutions, when Clerks 
alone were eligible to office. The taking away from the Board 
the power to elect Honorary Members, which can now only be 
done by a General Meeting of the Members. The abolition 
of the office of Corresponding and Recording Secretary, and 
the establishment of that of Secretary and Assistant Secretary. 
The abolition of Semi-Annual Meetings.

The extending to Ladies, whether as Life or Ordinary Mem
bers, all the privileges of the Association, except the right to 
vote and take part in the Management, and on payment of $50 
for Life Membership, or $3 per annum.

Admission free by the Members to all Readings and Lec
tures given by the Association.
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In accordance with a resolution of the General Meeting 
mentioned, of the 22nd May last, the Board also took measures 

amendment to the original Act of Incorporation,o secure an
changing the day of holding the Annual Meeting for the election 
of Officers, from the first Monday in December, to the second 
Monday in April, of each year. The Amendment which is the 
29th Vic. C. 138, was entrusted to, and its passage speedily 
secured by the lion. Jno. Rose, whose sendees in this as well 
as in securing the discharge of a legal mortgage that existed 

the property of the Association, in favor of the Crown, merit 
the thanks of the Association.
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BOARD OF DIRECTION.

The Board, as elected at the last General Election in Decem
ber, 1865, was as follows :—

President,.......................
Vice President.............
Corresponding Secretary 
Recording Secretary - - •
Treasurer....................
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Hon. Jno. Young. 
J. C. Sinton.
R. Thomas.
Wm. Patrick.
Jas. Hardman.

directors.
Thos. Sellar, 
Wm. Angus,
Jas. Stewart,
W. J. Patterson, 
A. A. Murphy.

John McLennan, 
Thos. Rimmer,
G. E. Jaques, Jr., 
D. Rees,
D. S. Eastwood,
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In consequence of resignations and removals from the city, 

several changes have taken place, and the Board, as reconsti
tuted, stands as follows :—

President, - -................
Vice President.............
Corresponding Secretary 
Recording Secretary - - 
Treasurer

P. Redpath.
J. C. Sinton.
R. Thomas.
N. W. Trenholme. 
Jas Hardman.
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DIRECTORS.

John McLennan, 
Thos. Rimmer,
G. E. Jaques,
D. Rees,
R. Stewart,

Thos. Sellar,
Theo. Lyman,
Jas. Stewart,
Thos. Cramp,
A. A. Murphy,

The Board cannot close this part of the Report without ex
pressing their regret that the Hon. Jno. Young should have 
found it necessary in August last, from the pressure of private 
business, to place in their hands his resignation, as President 
of the Association. The Board duly appreciate the great 
vices rendered to the Institution by Mr. Young, at many 
periods of its history. To him we owe its origin, and chiefly 
to his exertion we owe the existence of the beautiful Building, 
in which we are now met.

The Board have been so long and so anxiously occupied 
with matters connected with the pecuniary position of the 
Institution, that they have not been able to devote so much 
time in other directions as they wished. The position of the 
incoming Board will be much better in this respect, and if they 
be at all adequately supported by the Members generally, there 
can be little doubt that pecuniary embarassments, that have so 
hampered the Association, from its origin until now, will soon 
cease to be lamented in the Annual Reports.

It was suggested that the opening of the New Building 
should be inaugurated by a Conversazione, or other form of 
evening entertainment. The Board were, however, unwilling 
to incur the necessary expenditure. The Conversazione of the 
Art Association has to some extent obviated the need which 
might have been supposed to exist for a formal opening of our 
own.

ser-

r,
i-

Peter Redpath, 

President.Montreal, ist April, 1867.
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LIST OF

OLD LIFE AND HONORARY MEMBERS,
From Report of Mr. A. A. Murphy, of date 2nd October, 1866.

FIRST.—OLD LIFE MEMBERS.
Life Members in virtue of having been shareholders in the old 

Montreal Library.
ALIVE AND IN MONTREAL :

James Adams Mathswson, 
William Lcnn,
Arthur Ross,
John J. Day,
John McKenzie,

John Frothingham,
John Donegani, 
Frederick Griffin,
John Bleakely, 
Archibald Ferguson,

James L. Mathewson.

alive but removed from the city : 

Benjamin Workman, M.D., Toronto, CW. 
H. E. Montgomerie, London, England. 
William Edmonstone, Scotland.
Edmund Ritchie, Hamilton, C.W.
Thomas Ross, Ottawa, C.W.

deceased :

/
*

SCharles Tait,
James L. Mathewson, Senr., 
W. M. Peddie,
J. T. Barrett,
T. B. A. Forsythe,
Adam Ferrie,
Hon. John Molson,
Benjamin Holmes,
William Hedge,
R. H. Armour,

Hon. James Reid,
Hon. George Moffatt, 
Donald Proctor Ross, 
Miss Clara Gugy,
John Fry,
George Platt,
H. Griffin,
Hon. Peter McGill, 
Samuel Gerhard,
T. C. Pantos,

Tcrton Pish.

L
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OLD LIFE MEMBERS, BY PURCHASE.

ALIYÏ AND IN MONTREAL.

J. H. Winn,
Geo. H. Frothingham, 
John Leemixg,
B. H. Lemoine,
P. D. Browne,
James Ferrier, Jr. 
Alexander Millov,
S. Jones Lyman,
C. Bixmore,
Andrew Wilson, Sex. 
Andrew Wilson, Jr. 
James Stewart, 
William Salter,

John Barry,
Henry Lyman,
T. L. Steele,
L. Filer, •
William Nivix,
T. M. Thompson,
Henry Thomas,
F. W. Torrance,
A. Empey,
John Lowe,
John Lowe, Jr.,
Donald MacDonald, 
Donald MacDonald. Jr.,

REMOVED FROM THE CITY.

William Footner, W. H. Jaques.

deceased.
John Murray, 
George Rhynas,

Robert Froste, 
James W. Gumming.

SECOND.—OLD HONORARY MEMBERS.

Sir Charles Metcalfe, (Deceased.) 
Bishop Fulford.
Hon. A. N. Morin, (Deceased.) 
Hon. George Moffatt, (Deceased.) 
Henry Driscoll, Q. C.
Donald MacDonald, Esq.
M. Hector Bossange, Paris, France.

I
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Librar
Fund

no. or
TICKET.

REPORT
OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO CANVASS FOR NEW 

MEMBERS FOR THE ASSOCIATION ; TO ASCERTAIN WHAT 
PERSONS ARE ENTITLED TO BE ENROLLED AS LIFE MEM- 

REASON OF THEIR SUBSCRIPTION TO THERERS BY
« MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BUILDING FUND,” 
AND TO ISSUE TICKETS TO SAID LIFE MEMBERS.

The Committee have the pleasure to report separately, on
the question of “ Life Memberships.”

made with subscribers to the fund by theBy agreement
<< Building Committee,” each person subscribing $100 thereto, 

entitled to the privileges of Life Membership ; and firms
entitled to a Life Mem-

was
subscribing $100 and upwards 
bership for one member of the firm, for each $100 subscribed
and paid.

The duty of ascertaining who were 
above arrangement, devolved on Messrs. Murphy and Sinton, 
who have issued tickets to the following gentlemen, who, 
themselves, or by their firm, have paid the amounts placed 
opposite their names, viz :—_________

were

Life Members, under the

AMOUNT
PAID.

no. or I
TICKET.

BY WHOM PAID.LIFE MEMBERS.

Peter Redpath 

Lewis, Kay A Co.

William Mol son 
Charles Alexander

$1,00070 Peter Redpath................
108 ] David Lewis..................
110 William F. Kay...........
109 Richard C. Montgomery

15 William Molson............
77 Charles Alexander........

139 Thos. Keiller Alexander
71 Isaac Buchanan............
72 Peter T. Buchanan....
73 Alexander Campbell...
74 Robert Leckic...............

133 James B. Greenshields.
136 James Alex. Gillespie..
134 George Moffatt.............
135 Alex. Thos. Paterson...

I 750

500

i 500

I. Buchanan A Co.500

Gillespie, Moffatt A Co.500
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AMOCNT
PAID.

NO. or
TICKET.

BY WHOM PAID.LIFE MEMBEH8.

James Law...................
Andrew Law.................
David Law...................
William Leitch...........
John Young.................
George Stephen...........
James Stephen.............
William Stephen.........
Francis Stephen..........
John Stephen...............
Henry Thomas.............
David Torrance...........
Thomas Cramp...........
John Torrance jr..........
Joseph Mackay.............
Edward Maekay...........
Hugh Mackay...............
James Mackay.............
Hugh Macdonald.........
John Grant...................
John Smyth Hall.........
Alex Fisher Macpherson
George Winks.............
William MacDougall ..
Reuben Taylor.............
•Jas. Adams Mathewson
Hugh Mathewson.........
John McLennan............
Thomas Rimmer..........
T. James Claxton......... )
Joseph C. Lonsdale.... Ç
Hugh Allan..................
Andrew Allan..............
John Greenshields........
David J. Greenshields..
William Angus............
Henry W. Atwater ....
T. M. Bryson...............
William Bayley............
James Bcnning............
Champion Brown........
Joel C. Baker...............
John Baillie.................

89
90

Law, Young A Co.50091
93
92

101
102 William Stephen & Co., or 

George Stephen500103
104
106

Henry Thomas 

David Torrance & Co.

500128

!22
50023

24
82
83

Joseph Mackay & Bros.50084
85
86
61

Grant, Hall & Co.30063
62

!117
George Winks & Co.300118

138 s79 J. A. & H. Mathewson
John McLennan 
Thomas Rimmer
Thomas Claxton & Co.

250
80

25067
20053

25 200
26

!123 H. & A. Allan200
124

!51 S. Greenshields, Son A Co.
William Angus 
Henry W. Atwater
T. M. Bryson 
William Nivin & Co. 
James Benning 
Champion Brown 
Joel C. Baker 
John Baillie, per James

Baillie A Co.
______ Sidey A Crawford ______

• n.B._James A. Mathewson was a shareholder in the Montreal
Library, and therefore a Life Member, independent of the Building 
Fund Subscription.

200
52

10097
100114
10012
10048
10043
10054
10094
100100

James D. Crawford 10029



AMOUNT
PAID.

LIFE MEMRERS. RY WHOM PAID.

M. H. Cochrane 
J. P. Clark 
Lymans, Clare k Co. 
William Dow 
Edmund T. Day 
Henry Drescher 
William Darling 
MacDougall k Davidson 
John Frothingliam 
Ferrier k Co.
Hugh Fraser
Geo. H. Frothingham.

father of John Joseph 
Gault, Brothers k Co.
Ira Gould k Son 
Edward K. Greene 
Benjamin Hutchins 
Foulds and Hodgson 
Caleb S. Holiday 
Winn k Holland
G. E. Jaques, Senior 
Robert C. Jamieson 
Henry Joseph
Kerry Bros. & Crathcrn
Theodore Lyman, for self 

and two sons
Benjamin Lymaq 
Henry Morgan k Co.
F. B. Mathews 
James McDougall 
William Murray 
Thomas Morland 
Alex. Allen Murphy 
Alexander McGibbou 
Gordon McKenzie
H. A. Nelson 
W. E. Phillips 
Popham k Sinclair 
Havilland L. Routh 
Daniel J. Rees
A. Robertson k Co. 
George Robson 
William W. Stuart

NO. OF 
TICKET.

28
88

122
4

37
60
!!5

113
5

33
50
66

41
98
99
81
96

111
116

7
49

125
131

38
39

132
120

13
75
64

119
137

17
126
57
10

142
69
76

107
141

46
* He was one of the Shareholders of Montreal Library, and therefore 

a Life Member before.
t Also entitled to Life Membership—on subscription of I. Buchanan 

k Co.

. , , • . , .
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NO. OF 
TICKET.

27
59

127
2

130
42
58
68

140

143
144
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no. or
TICKET.

AMOl'NT
PAID.

LIKE MEMBERS. BY WHOM PAID.

Samuel U. Smith 
Brackley Shaw..
Robert W. Shepherd.. ,.| 
John Torrance, Senior.
Joseph Tiffin...............
Alexander Urquhart..,
A. 8. Wood...................
H. H. Whitney.............
Alexander Walker........
W. H. A. Davies..........

27 Samuel G. Smith 
F. Shaw & Brother 
Robert W. Shepherd 
John Torrance. Senior 
Joseph Tiffin 
Alexander Urquhart 
A. S. Wood 
H H. Whitney 
Alexander Walker 
W. H. A. Davies 
Rae & Mitchell

100
59 100

127 100
2 100"'I130 100

42 100
58 100
68 100

140 100
100
100

J. W. Hopkins 
John Stirling..

143
John Stirling144 100

The Committee have also issued Tickets to the Life Mem
bers, who became such prior to the opening of the subscription 
to the Building Fund, and whose names have been submitted 
in Mr. Murphy’s Report.

Respectfully submitted,
James C. Sintox.

Chairman.
Montreal, 25th March, 1867.

P
>»

I

. 1



NOOO*tT? 

O © © Q t'- 0>
a oo © m o>

O l- N «O N t*

SS§K5£S
CM 00 O^M

OMO^O

4

m

K

Su
bs

cr
ip

tio
ns

 in
 A

rrc
ar

M
. L

ite
ra

ry
 So

ci
et

y
Ch

es
s C

lu
b.

...
...

...
...

Pr
of

it o
n L

ec
tu

re
.. 

To
 D

ef
ic

ie
nc

y.
...

...
.

D
o

D
o

D
o

D
o

Sp
ec

ia
l Su

bs
cr

ip
tio

ns

op

M
em

be
rs

 Su
bs

cr
ip

tio
ns

 fo
r 1

8<
J6

.$
1,

11
8 9

2
58

2 0
8

$2
,6

00
 70

i

Re
ce

ip
ts

.

Re
nt

, B
re

nn
an

...
...

...
...

...
 ..

Co
m

m
iss

io
n o

n C
ol

le
ct

io
ns

Sa
la

rie
s..

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
..

Po
st

ag
es

, A
c.

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

.
G

en
er

al
 E

xp
en

se
s..

...
...

...
...

.
Re

ad
in

g R
oo

m
 E

xp
en

se
s. 

.. 
Li

br
ar

y E
xp

en
se

s..
...

...
...

...
.

Ex
pe

n
d

it
u

re
.

*

A
bo

ve
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

O
ut

sta
nd

in
g D

eb
ts

To
ta

l D
ef

ic
ie

nc
ie

s.
$1

,4
79

 94
1

$7
29

 94
j 

75
0 0

0

$2
,6

00
 70}

D
r.FI

N
A

N
CI

A
L S

TA
TE

M
EN

T F
RO

M
 D

EC
EM

BE
R,

 18
66

, T
O

 A
PR

IL
, 18

67
,-1

5 M
O

N
TH

S

W
O

R
K

IN
G

 AC
C

O
U

N
T.

Cr
.



I

M
on

tre
al

, A
pr

il,
 18

07
.

Ja
s.

 H
a

rd
m

a
n

,

Tr
ea

su
re

r M
. /.

. .4
.

$3
1,

20
2 6

9
$3

1,
25

2 69

N
ew

 B
oo

ks
....

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
.

Su
nd

ry
 De

bt
or

s..
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

O
ld

 L
os

s A
cc

ou
nt

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

..
Lo

ss
 on

 W
or

ki
ng

 A
cc

ou
nt

—
as

 ab
ov

e

$2
9,

40
6 5

7 
21

 01 
62

2 6
7J

47
2 4

9 
72

9 9
4j

Su
bs

cr
ip

tio
ns

 by
 M

er
ch

an
ts t

o 
da

te
Ra

ise
d o

n M
or

tg
ag

e..
....

..'
...

...
...

...
...

...
Ch

es
s C

lu
b,

 18
67

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

..
M

em
be

rs
 S

ub
sc

rip
tio

ns
 for

 18
67

-8
.. 

Su
nd

ry
 C

re
di

to
rs

, a
s p

er
 L

ed
ge

r..
..

$1
9,

29
5 8

9 
10

,3
00

 00
 

6 0
0 

1,
51

7 22
 

13
3 58

Co
st 

of
 B

ui
ld

in
g 

an
d 

Fu
rn

itu
re

 $3
1,

18
7 17

 
Le

ss
 Ba

la
nc

e o
f tr

an
sa

nc
tio

n
w

ith
 th

e C
or

po
ra

tio
n..

 
1,

78
0 6

0

D
r.

Cr
.

G
EN

ER
A

L 
A

CC
O

U
N

TS
, I

N
CL

U
D

IN
G

 B
U

IL
D

IN
G

 A
N

D
 F

U
RN

IT
U

RE
 A

CC
O

U
N

TS
, A

c.

Î
■_


