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‘Women’s Institute

The Women’s Institute, an integral part of
Canada’'s rural fabric, is 85 years old this
month. Citizen Carleton Place correspondent

Mary Cook looks at the evolution of the orga-
nization.
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The Women’s Institute — the WI for short.

The name is synonymous with rural women. Every village in The
Valley has one and there are even a few branches in Ottawa.

But does the WI mean more than matronly ladies dishing out home
baking at the fall fair?

For Dorothy Crump of the Morewood WI, who attended her first
meeting with her mother more than 40 years ago, it has been “a so-
cial and learning experience.

“When my father was seriously ill, the members stepped right in
and gave me much support. I couldn’t measure the help they were.”

It was 85 years ago that 101 women met in a small community
hall in Stoney Creek, Ont., to help cach other with the everyday
problems of being a farmer’s wife and raising a family.

Their chief concerns were hygiene, sanitation, making home eco-
nomics part of the school curriculum and learning how to run a hap-
py and successful farm home.

They called themselves the Women's Institute.

Today their objectives have broadened to include topics such as
ccology, the country's economy and Canadian unity.

Their numbers have swelled to more than 50,000 in Canada. They
have affiliations with the Associated Country Women of the World
with representation in more than 70 countries.

There are half a million WI members in England alone, and in
Canada there are 2,500 branches in every province including the
North West Territories and the Yukon.

While other organizations are losing ground in memberships — and
| folding in many cases — the WI continues to attract new members

and embark on new programs.

Although never loud and obvious, “the voice of women seems to
reach into every corner of the rural community.”

WI groups breathe life into fall fairs and into major events like the
Ottawa Exhibition with displays of needlework, baking and crafts.

In many communities, the WI is the only organization which offers
catering services. Hardly a week goes by, especially in summer
months, that local branches aren't involved in making lunches for lo-
cal farm mecetings, catering to weddings, serving sandwiches and cof-
fee to conferences and setting up food stands wherever they can in or-
der to swell the branch coffres.

But W1 life is more than buttering bread and making jellied salads.

. “It brings together the young and old with common goals,” says
. Dorothy Brown of the Ramsay W1. Each group is able to give to the
other and cach benefits from the presence of the other.

There aren’t too many organizations where common goals can meld
together such diversified ages.”

Last year's annual report of the Federated Women's Institutes in

g Canada shows money was poured into developing water wells in Ke-
3'of ut nya, that scholarships were handed out across Canada, and that
_be” countless resolutions and submissions went off to governments show-

ing concerns in everything from acid rain to child abuse.

Dozens of branches in Canada compiled local dossiers and worked
with museums to document and record area histories.

The WI's continuing popularity is no mystery to Jenny Morgan,
Executive Secretary of the Federated Women’s Institutes of Canada.

*We are filling a real need in the community, and have done so
since the concept began.

*Not only are we working on many fronts at local and national le-
vels, we are the only voice of rural women in Canada.”

l.ocal members are quick to agree. Says Margaret Howic of the
Carp.WI: “l would never have learned the things 1 did any other
way.

Adds Margarct Nicholson of the Carp W.1.: “It’s a way of finding
fricndship in a community. And | like the way members arc always
there to help when someone in the community is in trouble.”

That was exactly what the founder had in mind when she gathered
around her that first band of women in February of 1897.

Adelaide Hunter Hoodless, herself a farm wife, was concerned that
although there was a strong men's farm organization, there was no
group representing farm women.

Her theory was that wives nceded just as much help in running the
farm home and raising the farmers of the future as their husbands
neceded in growing good crops.

men's Institute.

Says Mabel Ringereide of the Beckwith W1 “I'm not a farm wom-
an originally so belonging to the institute has introduced me to many
farm women | otherwise would not have met.”

Margaret Drummond of Rocky Ridge W1 agrees: “In my branch,
therc are half town women and half farm women. I find the institute
brings the two groups toge ‘

I get a great deal of
panionship me:
Hazel Bl

DUNDAS DISTRICT WI celebrated their 75th Anniversary. Past Presidents attending the Annual Meeting are L-r
Front row Mrs. Hugh Coons, Mrs. Donald Hess, Mrs. Lloyd Davis, Mrs. Nina Woods, Mrs. Fenton Hyndman, Mrs.
Gertie Montgomery. Back row L-r Mrs. Roma McMillan, Mrs. Grant Becksted, Mrs. Alfred Carkner, Mrs. Claud
Carr, Mrs. Jane Graham, Mrs. Irene Armstrong, Mrs. Clair Nugent. Absent Mrs. Ken Hillis.
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As urban-raised women move to the country and swell the rural

' population, many find themselves caught up in the spirit of the Wo-



Mountain musings

by Shirley Mills
I received the following notice from Doris Scharf of South

Mountain:

“1t is with regret that we announce the South Mountain
Women'’s Institute was disbanded as of April 5, 1988. Thanks
go to all the members who have served this community well

over the last 52 years.”

It does seem a pity that an organization which has been
part of the community for such a length of time shouid
disband. Although not large, the members sponsored a floor
hockey team, a Christian child, took part in the local fairs,
4-H or other community events. It was a non-denominational
group and it offered educational courses for rural women
who did not have all the facilities available in a city. Its

absence will be noted.

Discover Dundas

by E. Ruth Algire

WINCHESTER — Colorful,
beautiful, exciting and delightful
are just some of the adjectives that
have been used to describe the set
of slides the Dundas District
Women's Institute has put together
to mark the 100th birthday of
OMAF.

Scenes of farms., orchards,
animals, farm machinery, etc. from
the four townships of the county
have been arranged in a Kodak
carousel with commentary on a
tape cassette. The show has already
been presented several times, and

may be borrowed by any responsi-
ble group or school.

A slide projector which will take
a Kodak carousel will be necessary.
A cassette recorder can be used for
the commentary or it can be read
from the script which is provided.

For booking, call one of the
following members of the commit-
tee: Mrs. Garnet Empey,
652-4258; Mrs. Clair Algire, 535-
2022; Mrs. Russell Marcellus,
448-2605; Mrs. Norman Gibson,
258- 2066.

Dundas District Women's In-
stitute offers this show free of
charge.

W.I. community workshops
were most successfull

by Dorothy H. Winmill

Despite a low attendance and a
full day of heavy rains the June
Community Workshops on ‘‘The
Challenge and Fun of Waste
Management’’ held in North Dun-
das District High School on June
10th were most successful.

The exceptional leadership
organized by the Women’s Institute
Districts from across the eastern
half of Eastern Ontario Area was
the key. Every single one of the
nine workshops had extremely well
informed, sincere people at the
helm. They were able to put across
their information capably and in an
interesting and exciting way. There
were some splendid discussion
periods included as well.

These leaders included Marook
Zidhwa, Recycling Education Of-
ficer, Waste Management Branch
of the Ministry of Environment in
Toronto; Gordon Winter, Master
Gardener and Vice-President of the
Ontario Horitcultural Society; Lin-
da Dunn, Deputy Mayor .of
Cumberland Township; David

. Graham, waste disposal manager
for Goulbourn; Jean Boyd, a
teacher at St. Lawrence College
and member of the 1000 Island and
Ottawa Valley Quilters Guilds; Pat
Ager, well-known handcraft
leader; Wayne Kine of Toastmaster
International; Martha Webber,
Botanist and leader of Ottawa
Valley field trips; and Dorothy
Wilson, professional ‘‘demo’’ per-
son in food preparation subjects.

Subjects included the protection
of the environment; making hand-
crafts with recycled items; quilting

Ontario Women’s Institute to
recognize environmental efforts

Works_hops, briefs, . surveys,
composling, public meetings and
recycling are a few of the chal-
lenges taken up by Women's
Institute members “in Eastern
Ontario over the past two years.

- Not only were Women's
Institute members in Eastemn
Ontario initiating projects, so too
were members right across the
province.

That 1988 challenge of 100
projects by 1990 was accepted,

so far 250 projects have been
reooried

Workshops taught gond buying
practises to reduce Fackaging, for
example, buying food in bulk
where practical; to take their own
bags 1o the supermarket; to take
their own mugs to meetings and
to help eliminate styrofoam; to
use newspaper, especially the
comic section to wrap gifts and
to make Christmas gift bags from

material for re-use, again and °

again.

Women's Institute members

itioned their municipalities to
initiate recycling and composing.
Many individual members joined
local waste management groups
and the Recycling Council of
Ontario to stay informed.

Branches held public meetings
where discussions were held on
landfill sites, reduction of waste
and the better utilization of re-
sources.

Being aware of the need to
care for the environment, trees,
shrubs and gardens were planted.
Garbage bins were provided at

ublic buildings and recreational
acilities.

FWIO has had the environ-
ment as its focus since 1988
when members were encouraged
to "Let’s Practice the 4Rs of
Waste Management". This theme
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was fully explored at Conference
88 in Kingston with keynote
speakers and workshops. For
1989/90 members studied ‘‘Women
and the Environment” with the
purpose of studying the condition
of the air, water, land, plants,
wildlife and natural resources.

For 1990/1991 the area of
study will be "Women and the
Environment - Family and Com-
munity"”, yet another environment.
Members will use this theme to
explore a whole range of topics,
such as, violence, drug abuse,
health care and recreation.

The environment in its many
forms will be the FWIO theme
through the 1997 when the or-
ganization celebrates the centen-
??9 7of its founding in February

Wednesday, June 6, 1990

Women’s Institute

pass resolutions

Withatheme of Womenandthe W1 branch donated W1 mugs to

Environment for the year, it was
natural that some of the Resolu-
tions sustained at thc Annual Meet-
ing of Fedcrated Women's Insti-
tutes of Ontario held recently in
Guelph, dealt with this topic that
affects all who live in rural Ontario.
FWIO passed two resolutions
that dealt with polycholinated
biphenyls (PCBs), one asking that
the Ministry of the Environment
enforce legislation to climinate PCBs
and anothcr asking that the Federal
‘Department of Justice and the On-
tario Attomcy Gencral prosecute
politicians who allow infractions of
the Environmental Protection Act0
Reg 11-82 penaining to PCBs.

As many of the members of the
FWIO live in rural and agricultural
arcas where many land fill sitcs are
almost full and ncw sitcs are con-
templated for local garbage as well
as sites for Toronto’s garbage, the

ic of wastc was .FW
would like the Minisicr of the
‘Environment 1o Icgislatc a drastic

*reduction in “packaging” and also
10 enact Icgisiation to stop the usc
of styrofoam and plastics for meat

their local Township Council to stop
them using throw-away styrofoam
mugs and another WI branch who
does a lot of catering has gone back
to using china dishes instead of
plastic throw-away ones. Just an
cxample of practical application of
what they mean.

The FWIO is not only concemed
with landfills and recycling in their
own' back yards. Last year they
passcd a resolution asking for
manditory recycling in Ontario. This
year they are asking the Federal
Minister of the Environment o
cstablish guidelines for waste dis-
posal apart from landfilling; to cnact
legislation making a consistent,
cfficicnt and uniform recycling
program in cach province and terri-
tory across Canada. This program
must be designed to make full and
optimum use of all recycling tech-
nology currently available to en-
surc that Canada remains an envi-

}0 ronmenially safe country for our

future generations.
Anorganization that was staned

over 90 years ago Is proving, once

again (hat it's motto of “For Home

and Country™ is true as we approach

1940

According to the last 1931 cen-
sus, Dundas County with an area
’f 384 square miles had a popula-
on of 16,098. That is an average
"41.92 people per square mile,
3 fourth smallest county in the

province. It is doubtful the next |
census (1941) will show much of /
an increase. At present it standd/
at 16,150, according to variouf
assessment rolls. Ap
Winchester was more thicf
populated in 1901 than it is to

at 1,040 residents.

and its history and use in recycling;
how to deal with your garbage can
contents; shopping with waste
management in mind; composting;
waste disposal; making tasty items
with leftover food items; and all
kinds of information dealing with
the 4 R’s, reduce, reuse, recycle and
recover, which are fast becoming a
necessary part of our lives.

The delegates and staff, number-
ing approximately 140, expressed
many opinions on their evaluation
sheets. 97% agreed the Workshops
were useful to them and 45% said
they were extremely useful. The
majority of the comments were
Very encouraging.

One person wrote: ‘I am going
home with a satisfied feeling that
there are many things I can do, and
will do, to help the environment.
It was a very well-spent day.
Excellent!”’

‘Another said,*‘I think the idea of
this type of get together is very

helps spread the information. I
have really enjoyed my day and
found it all very interesting. It turn-
ed out much better than 1 ever
expected.”’

The brown bag lunch was felt to
be a great idea, a real time saver
and very adequate. It also provid-
ed a relaxed opportunity for
delegates to socialize and compare
notes.

The Child Care Facility was well
run and appreciated by users.

The one common criticism was
““Not enough time'’; ‘““There were
sO many new ideas to try and ab-
sorb in such a short time. Time
went so fast it was so interesting."’

One delegate closed her evalua-
tion with these words: ‘‘Hopefully
we will not put more effort into
spreading awareness of better use
of waste, reduce, reuse, recycle and
recover, and keep our planet from
being polluted and destroyed. Let
us be leaders in this matter!”’

useful for our communities and «
] F-
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Mountain Musings
by Shirley Mills

We are sorry to report that the Mountain Women'’s Institute is
disbanding. This organization has always been vitally inter-
ested in women's activities and concerns and it is a disappoint-
ment to the members that the group will not be continuing.
The Mountain branch has, however, a number of copies of
the Tweedsmuir History of Mountain which was compiled by
Eva Simms and published in 1982. These are available for sale
at $10 a copy and anyone interested should contact Bessie at
989-5631 or Mildred at 989-6075.

The Winchester Press
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85th Anniversary Luncheon

In honour of the founding of the
first Women’s Institute in Ontario on
February 19th, 1897, at Stoney Creek,
over 1800 members and guests cele-
brated at the Constellation Hotel in
Rexdale on August 12th.

Tribute must be paid to the 85th
Anniversary Committee, chaired by
the Provincial President, Mrs. Keith
Hiepleh. It was a real achievement to
make plans so that the largest number
of W.I. members to attend an Ontario
celebration could park, register, visit
with old friends, have a delicious meal,
take part in the celebration and depart
from the hotel in record time. The
hotel management is also to be con-
gratulated on a job well-done.

The luncheon opened with the
singing of the Institute Ode and the
recitation of the Mary Stewart Col-
lect. What a wonderful‘occasion it was
to hear so many voices raised in
unison. The President warmly wel-
comed everyone to the celebrations.

A very special guest, Miss Helen
McKercher, a former director of the
Home Economics Branch, and a
wonderful friend and mentor of the
Women’s Institutes received a standing

ovation as she was introduced. Mem-
bers were delighted that Miss McKer-
cher, in spite of ill-health, was able to
be oresent.

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
sent a letter of congratulation and
wished the Women’s Institutes a very
successful anniversary. On behalf of
the people of Ontario, the Premier,
The Honourable William G. Davis,
also sent congratulations. He praised
members for their educational and
humanitarian endeavours undertaken
for 85 years across the province.
Ontario’s twin province at F.W.I.C.,
Manitoba, the Women’s Institutes of
Northern Ireland, and the A.CW.W.
National office, all sent greetings. Con-
gratulatory letters were received from
two F.W.IO. past presidents, Mrs.
Dorothy Futcher and Mrs. Edith
Purcell.

The Prime Minister of Canada,
Pierre Trudeau, was represented by
Mrs. Ursula Appoloni, M.P. for York
South-Weston, an ethusiastic champion
of women’s causes. Mrs. Appoloni
brought greetings and congratulations
to the Women’s Institutes, and a
special welcome to Mrs. Ziny Weste-
bring-Muller of the Netherlands, World
President of Associated Country Wom-
en of the World. The Women’s In-
stitutes, Mrs. Appoloni said, were
well-known as volunteer workers for
their dedicated efforts and services to
communities. She recognized that rural
women faced similar problems to those
of urban women, but these tended to
be exacerbated in the former because
geography often made them more
isolated.

Senator Martha Bielish, the area
vice-president of A.C.W.W., brought
greetings from the Senate of Canada,
the leader of Her Majesty’s loyal opposi-
tion in the House of Commons, Joe
Clark, and the other thirteen Cana-
dian constituent societies of A.C.W.W.
Senator Bielish presented a statement

from the Senate to commemorate the

Speakers Compare Notes

Mrs. Westebring-Muller chats with
the Honourable Dennis Timbrell, On-
tario Minister of Agriculture and Food.
Both honoured guests addressed the
85th Anniversary audience.

The President of the Federated
Women’s Institutes of Canada, Mrs.
Bernice Noblitt, extended greetings
from the national organization. Mrs.
Adelaide Hoodless had certainly ignited
a flicker when she conceived the idea
of a Women’s Institute. Over the years
a flame has been developed as many
thousands of dedicated women, during
the past 85 years, have worked hard
to provide leadership* and inspiration
across the world. Mrs. Noblitt urged
all present to accept the challenge of
current issues, especially those relating
to women. She hoped that by the 100th
anniversary, the Women’s Institutes
would be a larger, stronger organiza-
tion than it is even today.

The Minister of Agriculture and
Food, the Honourable Dennis R.
Timbrell spoke at what was his first
official meeting with members. His
links with the Women’s Institutes
reach back to his grandmother and
great-grandmother’s days in Fron-
tenac County. He congratulated mem-
bers on being the guardians of history
in their communities through the
Tweedsmuir histories, for their relevant
resolutions for their work with the 4-H
clubs, and their fine record of com-
munity service and interest in the
family. Members saw the need for
commitment, growth and change.

Today, said Mr. Timbrell, life is
changing so rapidly that no one can
afford to fall behind by standing still.
Members must remain involved in com-
munity-related activities and ensure
that interesting programs are drawn up
in order to attract younger members
to the Women’s Institutes, thus
guaranteeing a sufficient number of
volunteer workers in the local com-
munities in the years ahead. He con-
cluded by assuring members that the
ministry’s home economists would

“continue to prepare and deliver pro-
grams of benefit to all residents of rural
communities.”

Keynote speaker at the luncheon
was Mrs. Ziny Westebring-Muller,
World President of ACW.W. who
offered special greetings from the
four Dutch societies. She reminded
her audience that a nation cannot rise
above the level of its homes. Con-
sequently, the work of the co-founders
of the first Women’s Institute, Mrs.
Adelaide Hoodless and Mr. Erland l.ee,
had a profound effect on family, com-
munity and national life in over sixty
countries throughout the world. Mrs.
Alfred Watt had carried the torch to
England and through her tenacious
efforts for twenty years, had helped
form the world wide movement,
A.CWW. in Stockholm in 1933.

Today, family life, education for
rural women and strong local com-
munities in every corner of the world
are of prime importance. They form the
foundation upon which all countries
can develop their agriculture and food
industries, vital for the survival of man-
kind. Although total world food pro-
duction increased by 29% during the

years 1970-79, world hunger remains
a grave problem as world population
outstrips food production.

A.C.W.W. must work unrelentlessly
in support of the United Nations
International Drinking Water Supply
and Sanitation Decade, 1981-1990.
Half of the world’s population, three-
fifths of this number living in the
developing countries, is still denied
access to a safe and adequate supply
of drinking water. The World Health
Organization estimates that 80% of
disease in the world today is associated
with infected water and a lack of
proper sanitation. Women and chil-
dren are deprived of valuable time to
pursue family life and educational
projects when they must fetch water
many miles from their homes.

Mrs. Westebring-Muller challenged
all members present to support the
U.N.s goal of fresh water for all by
1990. The ACWW. Council has
just endorsed a new project under
UNESCO’s co-operative Action Pro-
gram in support of the Clean Water
for all by 1990. Unless an adequate
supply of safe water is provided so
that a sufficient food supply is avail-
able throughout the world, world
peace may be threatened.

The World President concluded:
“Thank God for these 85 years. What

has been possible in 85 years in
Canada, must be possible to accom-
plish in the whole world. The world
is in danger. Let us pull together, so
that the world may say after so many
years: there has risen a mighty force
whose influence knows no bounds!”

Mrs. Hiepleh presented Mrs. Weste-
bring-Muller with a book depicting
pictorially a cross-section of Ontario
life.

A symbolic cake, made by Mrs.
Jean Gingerich, a member from
Baden, was the centre of a candle
lighting ceremony. Candles were lit by
a long-standing member of the charter
branch at Stoney Creek, Mrs. Nita
Roderick, and the Provincial, National
and World Presidents.

A skit, organized by two immediate
past presidents, Mrs. Clarence Diamond
and Mrs. Herbert Maluske, highlighting
the history of the Women’s Institutes,
ended the luncheon celebrations. O

Gift Presentation

Mrs. Ziny Westebring-Muller, left,
receives a gift presented by Mrs.
Janet Hiepleh, anniversary celebration
chairman, on behalf of the 1800 mem-
bers and guests in attendance.




Mrs. Adelaide Hoodl
Co- Founder

Mrs. E.D.
Smith, first
President

o

Mrs. Chas.
Macoun, first
FWIO
Secretary

ess

Mr. Erland
Lee,
Co-Founder

Mrs. Wm.
Todd, first
FWIO

President

Women’s Institutes Eighty-Five
Years Later

February 19, 1897 was a day that made history. One hundred and one women
and one man, Mr. Lee, were the newsmakers at the turn of the century.

February 19, 1982, will mark the 85th Anniversary of the founding of the first
Women's Institute in the world.

The family was the core-reason for founding Women’s Institutes, and remains
so, to this day.

Women’s Institute members for the last 85 years have stood by the concept of
strengthening the family unit and encouraged women to go beyond their homes
and farms to help one another think as individuals.

The formation of local branches quickly snow-balled in Ontario and it wasn’t
long before the work spread into other Provinces in the Dominion. Men have
played an important role in the Women'’s Institute, especially, in the first thirty
years. Although it is questionable if any WI members would have enjoyed the
benefits of the organization over the last 85 years without the support of their
husbands.

In Ontario, back as far as 1896, Mr. Erland Lee heard Adelaide Hoodless
speak, and herein lies the key to the formation of Women's Institutes. Just as the
family unit, back at the turn of the century, depended on the mother and father
for guidance, the Women's Institute would not have been organized without a
woman (Adelaide Hoodless), who had a desire to tell the community about her
problem and concern, and a gentleman (Erland Lee), who recognized the
importance of the situation and encouraged a gathering of women, where she
would have a receptive audience.

In our 85th year, Ontario WI's are encouraging members of FWIC and the
Constituent Societies belonging to that group, to recognize and accept the fact,
that the first W1 in the world had co-founders, Mrs. Hoodless and Erland Lee.
This will be on the agenda at the 1982 National Convention and Ontario
members are hopeful bias will not shade the decision.

With the formation of Branches throughout Canada, it was inevitable that the
Women’s Institutes were destined for overseas. The Ontario born and educated
Madge Robertson, moved to British Columbia, married Alfred Wartt, and be-
came a dedicated member of the Metchosin Wl. After his death, she and her
sons moved to England just before World War 1. After war was declared, Mrs.
Watt could see that rural women, if organized, could play an important part in
planting garden plots from which the vegetables could feed the local residents.
With the assistance of two influential men, a WI was organized in Flanfair,
Wales, in 1915.

The Federated Women's Institutes of Ontario have spear-headed projects,
such as, assuming ownership of the Erland Lee ( Museum) Home, where history
was made when the original Constitution was written. Thousands of dollars have
been invested in the educational projects for the youth, not only in Ontario, but
overseas, t00. Assisting women in third-world countries has been beyond ques-
tion, an important facet of the Wi work, where strong support was given, along
with other Constituent Societies, to the Associated Country Women of the World,
projects.

Now in 1982, where do we stand as an organization in our community?
History will record, in the beginning, the Wl and the Church, were the organiza-
tional strengths in rural areas of Ontario. Today, we compete with a host of
other local organizations, as well as leisure-time activities, such as we’ve never
experienced before. Our role has become more difficult, so it becomes much
more important to define our goals and objectives.

We cherish the past. but we cannot live on previous accomplishments. All
those important roles we have played over the past 85 years were not in vain.
However, in the 1980’s, our reasons for being, our objectives for existence, must
be motivated toward the needs of the present-day woman.

A re-thinking of direction and a re-defining of structure may be the answer.
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Mountain W.I. ask C .
for help to publish Tweedsmuir

they need $20,000. to publish
attended the March 2nd Moun-

the Mountain
their Tweedsmuir History book.
Two members of the W.L,

tain Township Council session, to
ask Council’s support of the

Although
. Moraor / 24

Women'’s Institute would like to
preserve their Township's past,

"/." -

Dropo

Mr. Ewart Simms joined the several members of the  Dorothy Gibson, curator; Betty Allen, president; Isabel

Mountain Women's Institute last week to autograph a  Forward, curator of the Dundas District Women'sj

copy of the organization's book, Tweedsmuir History of Institute. Dec.8 /95, 2 J

Mountain Women’s Institute. From left to right are, Press Photo—Reimer
° °

history published

newspapers.
Dundas - A Sketch of Canadian

950 GLADSTONE AVE.

L : *
Institute-compiled
made available to local residents.
Eva Simms, who was curator
of the women’s institute for 15 History by James Croil published

MOUNTAIN — A graphic and the women’s institute, Mountain
village, schools, churches, Van-

entertaining history of the vil-
kages of Mountain, VanCamp and
Hallville and the Mountain

Women'’s Institute is ready for

release.
The Tweedsmuir History of
Mountain Women’s Institute, a

glossy, 223-page chronicle of the
area’s past is the product of years
of work by former curator, the
late Eva Simms, and the current
W.1 executive and membership.
The soft-cover book combines

black and white photos with short

Camp and Hallville communities,
golden weddings, a section titled
the old and the new, farms in the
Mountain community, the Moun-

tain Herald, postcards of yester-
years, personalities, family trees

and sports.

The limited edition is available
to the public at $28 per copy.
According to the Institute’s past
president and curator Dorothy
Gibson, the Tweedsmuir History
of Mountain W.1. is one of the first
in Ontario published with copies

in 1861 was the first published

years, di_scussed publishing the
history with her assistant Nancy work of local history in all of
Ontario, according to Dorothy
ol

Hyndman, many years ago but it
il 1980 that the work Gibson.
A tea was held Sunday with
councillor Ewart

was not
began, using all of the history
Mountain
Simms. son of the late Mrs.

compiled.
Students of Nationview school
have used parts of the book for , Simms, attending to autograph
copies of the history book on
behalf of Mountain Township
Fi

local history projects.
Much of the information in-
council.

cluded in the book is reprinted
from accounts of the community Mountain council has provid
support for the project. / d

activity reported in area weekly

Mountain WI Tweedsmulr
WHITES \records memories I book

Progressive steps to publish

PRINT & COPY LTD. |

ARIO

729-2018

OTTAWA, ONT
K1 Y 3E6 a0
i by Pete Mcintosh

" DATE / Advance Staff Reporter
' Fifteen years of dedicated re-
search, encompassing more then

a century of Mountain-area

history, was unveiled Sunday by

the Mountain Women's Institute.

won'’t be.
The head-on train collision of
1907, another train dqrailment in the history compiled ntEEEE
1916, and the _tragic fire of began in June ff 1980 when a
January 1975 which levelled the . . .1 . of the institute received
a general , phone call suggesting thé local
history be made more accessible

town's post office,
store, and an accompanying two-
storey residence spell out some of ' p,. public. Already local stud-

ents had made use of Simms®

the community's bad times.

Brightly polished floors in a brand  ogror¢s in researching projects

new school, cheerleading champ- regarding the area's early
history.

Sunday it all became reality as

DELIVER TO ,
YOUR P.0. NO- ——
The first edition of the Mount-
. ' itute’s ““Tweed-
= DESCRIPTION :,;,nu,'v,.v ‘;,",-'sc,':,,syk'ﬁ"ﬁvsavaﬁffle fons, winning softball teams, and
QUANTITY  —— ' report cards of 1929 stir up fond
//’// recollections. township councillor Ewart Simms
' , i d:gfe;‘”?ﬁg h:'sat?:,'_y; b:))(’).ksLI::j\-/; autographed copies in memory of
S 7 in tightly-bound form, rekindling Tweedsmuir, wife of Lord Tweed- h'ts moltihtcr;hag f(’)(rjt;:zr rﬁs'f:"r::s
P memories of days gone by in the smuir, who served as Canada’s oo OlGHomETo
villages of Mountain, Vancamp, - E
\and Hallville. p Governor-General from 1935 seminisce. aver ta scups ol
1940. Lady Tweedsmuir was an Visitors came from  Embeif
fann, nienibep ofl Erigladgg Or'::s(;own Iroquois Winchcsrer'
Women's Institute organization Smiths Falls, Kemptville, ‘aid
other surrounding neighbour-

Photographs and articles re-
cording the history of the villages
and their schools, churches, cent-

/ /. : / . ’ ‘ b o
ury farms, golden wedding an-

/ niversaries, and family trees have
‘ finally been brought together

under one cover after years of
compilation by former curator,

/v ‘ ' Signature . . ——
' the late Eva Simms. Simms was
the curator of the Mountain
. Tweedsmuir History from 1965 to
1979.
1942. Nine years later the group

" Although the terin ‘‘Tweeds-
muir History™' 'may be uqfamiliar
to many of the publication’s  go¢ pack together and is still
&_! strong today.

readers, the contents certainly

and gave firm support to the idea
of preserving village memories. hoods.
The next edition of Mountain's
.

Her Excellency visited Mountain
in the spring of 1939. I ] . S S
But it wasn't until 1952 that Tuee:is(;nfl:rra ;: :f'?r" ‘:’2": :’ the
local members became interested cx;‘);:ct‘, g e, tz:a::m iBticn
in compiling the anecdotes which ;::cessuhas b.:g{: n. Train I;'reck %
would eventually lead to their and fires .are still hitting the /
headlines in this town and al- J

happy

current publication.
The Mountain chapter of the though' «thesy! pe sandt
memories, they are events which

Women's Institute originally as-
smmbled in 1938 with 13 charter : :

ht otherwise be hopelessly
members but Red Cross work ™M'& : 2
B 1 institute to disband in lost or misconstrued as folklore.




Women's Institutes
thriving in Ontario

There’s a new wave of move-
ment among the women of On-
tario these days.

The opportunity to belong to
an organization with interesting
programs, activities and
speakers; the opportunity to
learn and grow, through courses
and workshops; the opportunity
to attend conferences, to travel
and meet new friends; the chance
to do as little or as much. for both
oneself and one’s community —
these appeal to the ever-changing
lifestyles of today’s women
wherever they live.

Where are all of these oppor-
tunities available? What is this
new movement?

Actually, it has been around
for more than 90 years. It is the
Federated Women's Institutes of
Ontario —“WI”.

The Women's Institute was
founded in Ontario in 1897 by
Adelaide Hoodless and Erland
Lee. It spread quickly
throughout Ontario and then
Canada.

The first national president
was Emily Murphy, a noted
women's rights activist who later
became a judge.

WI spread throughout the
world when Canadian W[ mem-
ber Madge Watt was instrumental
in forming the organization, As-
sociated Country Women of the
World.

The aims and purposes of the
WI are both difficult and simple
to describe — difficult because
the group's field of interest is
broad, encompassing projects of
many kinds; simple because their
motto, “For Home and
Country”, says it all.

A revival is taking place
within the Women's Instute. And
why? Because it has stood the
test of time, FWIO PRO Geral-
dine Campbell says. Without
dramatics, the WI gets the job
done.

“After all, Brock University
is here today because of the ac-
tions of one WI branch,” she
says. “And FWIO was named
the Outstanding Organization in
Ontario this year, for its environ-
mental efforts.”

Until a recent change in the
mandate of the Ontario Ministry
of Agriculture and Food, only the
Rural Organizational Specialist
was empowered to initiate a new
WI branch. This is no longer the
cdse.

Hilde Morden has been ap-
pointed the Provincial New
Branch Co-ordinator for the
FWIO, and New Branch Or-
ganizers have been appointed for
each of the 14 Areas in the
province. Following special
training, these New Branch Or-
ganizers will be able to initiate
new branches —not where they
think there is a need. but where
women want to have one started.

The need for new branches is
evident, Campbell says. In just
the past month, three new W]
branches have been tormed, and
several other areas have been
showing interest.

FWIO's goal is to establish 14
new branches by August, 1992;
and they expect to achieve it casi-
ly.

“FWIO has consistently ex-
ceeded its goals in the past,”
Campbell says, “and. hopefully,
this will be another time. The
person who will really benefit
trom all this is the woman who
joins W1, and that is really the
purpose.”

Another of FWIO's plans is
their new W Contributing Mem-
bership —ntended tor those who
want the benefits of membership
although there is not an estab-
lished branch nearby.

“By the way, do not be misled
bv its name,” Campbell says,
“FWIO has never restricted its
activities to women!”

The Winchester Press Wed., Dec. 4, 1991
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Bates’ Corners flourishes

Founders of Winchester persevere through trials of fire

WINCHESTER — Last October, Reid’s
General Store in Winchester was levelled by
fire, a century-old building reduced to
rubble.

Within a week there was already talk of
plans to rebuild on the site.

The history of Winchester is the history of a
community that has survived trial by fire.
The village has lost shops, hotels, farms and
a school to flames. And it has rebuilt them.

It is a hardiness and resilience that was
established in the early 1800s when settlers
carved out small plots of land in the unbroken
forests of Winchester Township.

The township was surveyed in 1798 and
opened for settlement two years later, taking
its name from the city of Winchester in
Hampshire, England.

The village itself, which began as four
farm lots owned by George, John and
William Dixon, Wilson Forth, Caleb Hender-
son and Benjamin Bates, was originally
known as Bates’ Corners.

The name was changed to West Winchester
in 1855, when the first postal service to the
village was established. Prior to that,

" villagers relied on the post office in Matilda,

22 miles away. A few families hired an
¢2lderly man known as Old Brocleau to make
the trip twice weekly, bringing back any
letters and papers along with tea, tobacco or
&1 few yards of cotton.

While it was the post office that gave the
hamlet its identity, it was the Canadian
Pacific Railroad that gave it its final name.
When the CPR built a line between Montreal
and Toronto in 1887, a station in West
Winchester was simply called Winchester.

The name had previously been used by
Chesterville.

During the early years of settlement,
industries developed to take advantage of the
abundant timber in the area. Mahlon F.
Beach, who built a saw mill in 1856,
established a sash and door industry in 1870.
Destroyed by fire three times, the plant had a
troubled history but rose from the ashes each
time to become bigger and more modern
than ever.

Today the original Beach Lumber Com-
pany is known as Lannin Lumber Company,
since it was taken over by H.S. Lannin in
1945.

During the nineteenth century, the region
developed its agricultural base as the land
was cleared and local merchants soon in-
cluded blacksmiths, shoemakers, builders
and carriage and wagon makers.

In 1857, the Winchester Township Agricul-
tural Fair Society was organized. The fairs
were alternately held at Winchester and
Chesterville for several years, but Win-
chester was chosen as the permanent
location in 1876. The fairgrounds were
equipped with a race track, exhibition
building, grandstand and cattle barns.

Farmers gradually lost interest in the fair
because the money available for prizes
gradually dwindled over the years. The last
fair was held in 1926 and many years later the
grounds were sold to the 100 Club for a
community park.

Winchester was incorporated as a village
in 1888, the same year the Winchester Press

AnEAng

of $25,000.

was founded. The village’s first council
consisted of Reeve Aaron Sweet, clerk
Norman W. Beach, and councillors Dr.
Robert Reddick, Hugh Christie, Henry
Marcill and James Alexander.

The incorporation became a catalyst for
new expansion. There was a tanning factory
run by Ed Morris, the Winchester Electric
Light Plant, a woolen mill owned and
operated by Hugh Christie and Sons and the
Winchester Cement and Tile Factory.

The first street lights in Winchester were
switched on in 1899, run between 5pm and
11pm nightly on steam-generated electricity.
The cost was $3 a year for 25 lights.

In 1909, the cost had jumped to $800 for 34
street lights and lights in the town hall. In
1917, 117 Hydro Electric street lights were
installed.

In the spring of 1890, a delegation of
officials from Bell Telephone came to Win-
chester to look over the village and the
prospect of locating an exchange there. That
year 15 telephones were installed. When the
dial system was installed in 1963, there were
777 residential and 132 business telephones.

As an educational centre, Winchester was
aleader. The first school in the village, a log
building, was built in 1848 near the present
site of the Baptist Church.

As the village grew, the building was
replaced by a stone structure in 1876 and
replaced again in 1890 by a brick structure on
the west side of St. Lawrence St. South.
Considered to be one of the finest school
buildings in Eastern Ontario, it contained
seven rooms and a Domestic Science Room.

In 1927, the school was destroyed by fire.
Temporary classrooms were set up in the
library, Town Hall, Orange Hall and church
and the following year the school was rebuilt.
A gymnasium and assembly hall were added
to the building in 1966.

Fire, and public opinion, took a greater toll
on what had been a thriving hotel business at
the turn of the century.

Although two hotels were doing well in the
village during the late 1800s, public opinion
cooled and forced the closure of bars of both
hotels shortly before a devastating fire
destroyed the buildings in 1907.

The town's temperance people built the
Hotel Winchester in 1908, but after years as
an apartment building it was boarded up. It
is now occupied by the Bank of Montreal.

Ault Foods Ltd., now the major industry in
Winchester, began in 1922 when J.W. Ault,
who has operated a cheese plant at Cass
Bridge since 1980, bought the Lemeul Ellis
Cheese Factory in Winchester.

Over the years the plant expanded as milk
production -in the district increased and
smaller factories closes.

By 1963, the plant had augmented its
manufacturing of butter with the production
of milk powder, condensed milk, whey,
powdered whey and cheddar cheese.

The factory set an all-time production
record on June 5, 1968 when 1,040,000 pounds
of milk was poured into the milk products
plant.

By the end of the second world war,

Winchester had developed a wide base of

Street,
o

After the fire, which destroyed both of the village's two hotels, The Hot;el
Winchester, now occupied by the Bank of Montreal, was constructed at a cost

industries and community groups. But it
needed a hospital.

Spurred on by an active community
campaign, Winchester District Memorial
Hospital was opened on Dec. 8, 1948 with 24
medical and surgical beds and 10 maternity.
The hospital was expanded in 1961 and again
in 1964 and is currently seeing the construc-
tion of a new lab.

Winchester marked a new era in its history
in 1979 when the new municipal complex was
opened, replacing the old town hall and fire
station.

Today, Winchester has a population of 1,800
and more than 40 businesses. There is a
theatre — the last independent in Eastern
Ontario — a community hall, an OPP
detachment, a hospital and a medical clinic.

And there is still a spirit of resilience and
growth.

}" tnchester,
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Pubtie School

WINCHESTER — The Winchester Women's
Institute has forged a link in a nation-wide
chain of local history.

In a 20-year labor of love, the Institute has
compiled one complete volume of a Tweeds-
muir History covering the village and the
surrounding farming district.

Packed with gems of long-ago events and |

personalities, the history is a complete
record of the community’s growth and
development from the earliest days to the
present.

According to Margaret Johnstone, the
present Tweedsmuir curator, the book has
been the work of many hands since the
project beganin 1964.

Research was begun by the late Emma
Gardner, and has been continued through the
years ‘by Mrs. Wilfred McKercher, Mrs.
Floyd Armstrong, Mrs. Johnstone, and
assistant curator Pear] Carkner.

Mrs. Johnstone, who has been curator of
the history for about 10 years, says the
memories of the area’s oldest residents have
been an invaluable source in compiling the
information. 1 :
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The Time That Was

The project just grew!

Originally it was to have been a 75th anniversary
project of the Chesterville WI, Dundas District, but
with the enormous amount of material in the Tweeds-
muir History Book it seemed a pity to have it merely
microfilmed just for the sake of posterity.

Why not share this history of the village and com-
munity with all? The Branch formed a Heritage Com-
mittee and set out to gather information nct only from
the Tweedsmuir book but from other old publications
already in print. Among the many chapters in the
book, there is information about the school sections,
family trees (which added a third onto the cost), the
churches, service clubs, family farms.

“The Time That Was” is a multicultural history of
the village and district which was settled in turn by
United Empire Loyalists, French Canadians, Scots—
following the Highland Clearances, the Irish—follow-
ing the great potato famine and finally the Dutch, fol-
lowing the second world war.

More than 100 persons contributed material, which

was edited by Miss Marion Casselman and Mrs. Alli-
son Graham. The two women headed the WI's Heri-
tage Committee, which also comprised business man-
ager Mrs. Graham Smith; treasurer Mrs. A. E. Jarvis;
secretaries, Mrs. Charles Graham and Mrs. Robert
Gilroy; publicity committee Mrs. Isabel Forward,
Miss Madge Campderros, Miss Addie Campderros,
Mrs. George Merkley, and Mrs. Albert Smith. Mrs.
George and Ken Merkley also acted as filing clerks,
Mrs. Eric Casselman did the typing.

Miss Casselman says with the increase in costs due
to the family histories, the W1 would not have been
able to publish the book without support from Win-
tario and the New Horizons program.

Two-hundred and fifty copies were pre-sold and
another 100 were ordered before the book appeared in
print. Money from the presales was used to apply for
Wintario grants.

Chesterville WI now have a best seller in their
community, the 460-page, blue and gold bound vol-
ume is a credit to the WI.

Heritage Committee of the Chesterville Wi, Dundas District eagerly looking at the book just off the press ‘The Time
That Was". L-R Miss Isabel Forward, Miss Madge Campderros, Miss Marion Casselman, Mrs. Eric Casselman, Miss
Addie Campderros, Mrs. George Merkisy, Mrs. C. Allison Graham, Mrs. A. Jarvis, Mrs. Graham Smith, Mrs. Kenneth
Merkley. Not available at picture taking time, Mrs. Karen Graham, Mrs. Ruth Gilroy and Mrs. Albert Smith.

H

unvezls Twedsmul'r book

day as the Williamsburg Women’s Institute unveiled project in 1950, Tweedsmuir curator Jean Casselman,

0 copies of the village Tweedsmuir History, published =~ Williamsburg reeve ]ohnny Whitteker and MPP Noble
this year as a bicentennial project. From left are Stormont,  Villeneuve. ; . |
IDundas MP Norm Warner, Beatrice Saddlemire, one of

S N . - . I
ﬁjral , provincial and municipal politicians were onhand  three surviving members of the committee which began the
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80th annual

District Women’s
Institutes convene
-~ at Dixon’s Corners

by Doris Eratt

This 80th annual meeting of
Dundas District Women's Insti-
tutes was conducted with the
theme ‘‘Let us be large In
thought, word and deed’’. long-
time motto of the organization.

deaway Valley School students -

put on an excellent presentation
of musical numbers to the delight
of the ladies and as well, a choir
from Iroquois sang while *‘Pen-

. nies for Friendship'' were given
out.

With a bit of nostalgia
attached, Hilda Garlough read an
item from the fiftieth.anniversary
celebration of the District which
was thoroughly enjoyed and of
pertinent interest to the
members. A solo by Mrs. Cecil
McDermott, finished that part of
the day's program.

New Slate Elected

During the day, a new slate of
officers was elected. as follows:
Past President - Mrs. Ross Cas-
selman; President - Mrs. Clair
Algire; 1st Vice - Mrs. Alfred
Carkner; 2nd Vice - Mrs. Wm.
Craig; 3rd Vice - Mrs. Orval
Fawcett; Sect. Treas. - Mrs.
Garnet Empey; Federation Rep. -
Mrs. Orval Fawcett; Alternate -
Mrs. Alfred Carkner; Curator -
Mri. Byron Dawson; Dist. Dele-
gate - Mrs. Clair Algire; Alter-

naté’ - Mrs. Ross Casselman;
Public Relations - Mrs. Gerald
Erratt.

Convenors - Agriculture and
Car Industries - Mrs. K. Hillis;
Citizenship & World Affairs -
Mrs. Lyle Schwerdtfeger; Educa-
tion and Cultural Affairs - Mrs.
Nina Woods; Family and Con-
sumer Affairs - Mrs. T. Wm.
Robinson; Resolutions - Mrs.
Howard Mellan. Meeting ended
with a delicious lunch and a
special anniversary cake.

h:
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CAKE MARKS 80 YEARS Photo Ken

was thoroughly enjoyed at the District Annual

This beautiful cake was used to mark the special
Meeting.

80th Anniversaury of the Women’s Institute and
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trillium is the Provincial Parks Act, which stipu-
lates that no plant can be cut or removed from a
provincial park without authorization from the
Minister of Natural Resources. Breach of this
regulation can result in a fine of up to $500.
Unfortunately, provincial parks take up only
4.2% of the province's land boundaries -- unless
they have the blessing to grow within them.
The Floram Emblem Act was introduced in
1937, by a member of the Ontario Legislature,
William Guardhouse. The bill instructed that the
"trillium grandiflorum” or white trillium, would
be the official floral emblem for the province.
This was initiated in response to the urgings of
the Ontario Horticultural Soceity, and the adop-
tion of similar floral emblem laws by the prov-
© inces of Nova Scotia, Manitoba and Alberta.
Assuch, the white trillium has developed into

Norm
Sterling

Carleton M.P.P.

our provincial heritage. With there being no
specific law to protect this flower I introduced
legislation, the Floral Amendment Act, to rec-
tify this. The bill instructs that anyone wilfully
killing, injuring or interfering with the white
trillium, will be guilty of an offence liable to a
fine of not more than $200.

The support and interest this bill has gener-
ated, has been overwhelming. Lawyers from
British Columbia have even written to me, en-
closing a copy of a similar law established in that
province to protect a variety of flowers.

Incremental steps in the protection of our
environment are essential. For every small step
we take towards preserving both the wildlife and
fauna surrounding us, the closer we will come to
realizing the essential importance of the ecosys-

Preserving the past i
About 25 Women’s Institute Tweedsmuir Ontario area curator, examines a history
History curators attended a workshop in book with Margaret Johnstone, president
Winchester last Wednesday on researching and curator for-the Winchester Women's

and preserving local history. Guest speaker Institute.
Marilyn Snedden of Almonte, Eastern

goouth Mountain

SOUTH MOUNTAIN — On May
11, 1936, 11 women from the South
Mountain area got together, put
in an annual membership fee of
25 cents and formed a chapter of
the Women's Institute.

On Friday afternoon members
of that chapter celebrated its 50th
birthday.

“After 50 years, we aren't
getting older, we are getting
better,”’ past chapter president
Sandy Weagant told a full house
of members and well-wishers at
the South Mountain Community
Hall.

Joined in the celebration by
members of neighboring WI
chapters and by the Pittston
UCW, the South Mountain WI
celebrated the historic birthday
with songs, poems, a comedy and
recognition of the achievements
of the WI.

Greetings were made by Helen
Burns, a member of the Women’s
s Institute’s provincial board of
" directors, and district president
% Ruth Alguire.
i Once a division of Junior
Farmers known as ‘‘The Jolly
Homemakers’’, the South Moun-

tain WI has earned a reputation
for community support.

The chapter is currently in-
volved in activities ranging from
fundraising for the hospital to
A : 2 \ © supporting a foster child in Shri
: : . Lanka. In addition to its charit-
able works, the institute has tried
to preserve some of the past from
the onslaught of the fast-pacea
present.

55

: Members of the Mountain Senior Citizens Band toasted anniversary with a medley of songs during

TS

WI celebrates

mankind’.”

Would you believe the lat

tem to our survival.

o0th

Said Weagant, ‘‘Crafts lost
during the industrial revolut_ion,
such as quilting, candle wicking,

and needlework, are again being
taught by Women’s Institutes.”’

‘“This is a great way to end my
term,” said current president
Barb Black. “To see so many
members and friends here to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of
the South Mountain Women's
Institute.”

Following a comic fashion
show by the Pittston UCW and
some rousing musical numbers
by the Mountain Senior Citizens
band, a special anniversary cake
was cut by charter members

Ruby Robinson and Dorothy
Thomas.

“Our group has had fun over
the last 50 years serving the
community, helping others,
making new friends and touring
the area,’’ said Weagant.

“‘Our Tweedsmuir book has
been kept up as much as possible,
providing the only record of
development of the community
for the next generation.

“In short,” she said, ‘I quote
the words of our code, ‘We seek
the common weal, the good of all

est in jewellery fashion? Would
you believe an 18 carrot necklace? Pittston UCW member
4| Alice Connors

_ . ; ¢ - L a Friday
-_.'the South Mountain Women’s Institute on its 50th  afternoon tea in South Maunnrain .ol S5 i

~ Winchester Press Wed., April 16, 1986
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MOUNTAIN
Township named

after churchman

One would think it was safe to
assume that any place called
Mountain owed its name to a very
prominent mountain, or at least a
noticeably big hill somewhere in
its territory. .

But the long-ago established
Township of Mountain was actual-
ly named in honor of one of Cana-
da’s most prominent early church-
men, Rev. Dr. G.J. Mountain,
Protestant bishop of Canada.

Rev. Dr. Mountain played an
important part in Ottawa’s early
church history too, after Nicholas
Sparks donated the site where
Christ Church Cathedral stands to-
day for the building of an Episco-
pal church in Bytown’s beginning
days.

The first communities in the

Township of Mountain had sprung
up long before the 1830s. As early
as 1815 there were 28 permanent
gettlers, mainly United Empire
Loyalists, living in the wilderness
there.

The village of Mountain didn’t
flourish until the coming of the
CPR railway station in the late
1800s. The first settlers concen-
trated mainly around Boyd’s
Bridge (now South Mountain), and
-Inkerman was a prosperous lum-
bering community with some 400
inhabitants by 1880.

, The Citizen, Ottawa,
Wednesday, March 5, 1986

Farmhouse vignettes 1, Jean Fawcett

INKERMAN b

The little village of Inkerman
looks quite quiet and strictly
residential as you drive through
it nowadays. and it would cer-
tainly not be possible to guess at
its long and colourful history.

However, at one time, long
before the turn of the century, it
was one of the most thriving and
up-to-date villages in  Dundas
Lounty, as well as a centre of
commerce.

Originally, the site of the
village of Inkerman formed part
of a grant of 400 acres made to
Robert Park, a United Empire
Loyalist settler, who erected the
first building where the Village
now stands.

Later, several mills were
built, operated by the water-
power in the river. The set-
tlement was known as ‘‘Smith’s
Mills’’, and later ‘‘Bishop's
Mills”’, but when the Post Office
was opened in 1855, it was called
“Inkerman’’, after a famous
battle fought in the Crimean War
(1853-1856). John Rennick was
the first postmaster. The Canada
Directory of 1855 lists some of the
names of the tradesmen in
Inkerman as: Baker, Bishop,
Dillabough, Merkeley and Suffel.

The village seems to have
made a great advance during the
next ten years, and the Directory
of 1865 shows many businesses in
Inkerman: post office, three
merchants, two blacksmiths, a
tinsmith, two churches, Orange
Hall, a public school, two cheese
factories and a grist mill.

At that time, Inkerman was
one of the stops on the mail route
from the St. Lawrence to Ottawa,
and the Livery Stable in Inker-
man was one of the points where
the drivers changed their horses.

At one time, there were two
hotels located in the village, and
when the old laws were searched
at the time that a permit for
selling alcoholic beverages was
requested for a hall. in South
Mountain in 1970, it was found
that it was not necessary to have
a plebiscite or change any laws to
allow liquor to be sold in Ehm
township...Mountain Township
had always been legally “‘wet’.

Over where Saunders’ Feed
Mill now stands, the Temperance
House was located. There was a
Sample Room in the hotel where
salesmen displayed their wares
and the merchants from the
surrounding territory came to
view the merchandise and place
their orders.

The Allison name has been
connected with much of the early
history of Inkerman and is still
known in the village today.
Bernie Allison tells me that when
he was a small boy Mr. George
Torrance was the tinsmith and he
did a big business in the large 30
and 40 gallon cann, as well as the

smaller ones, that were used in
the milk and cheese industry at
that time. He made the cans right
on the premises, and he also
made and sold stove pipes. which
were another necessary item in
those days.

Bernie tells me that George
Torrance also installed many of
the tin roofs with the Maple Leaf
pattern which are still on houses
in Inkerman today. (One is his
own house and one is Mrs.
Fawcett's house next door, where
Bernie's mother formerly lived).
Both of these roofs are still en-
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tirely waterproof today. There
are many others of the same
vintage.

For many years, the cheese
factories were the most im-
portant outlet for the milk
produced in the area, and cheese
factories were numerous and
flourishing. In Dundas County
alone, the following 11 chmesa
factories are listed:

Advance Factory, owned by’
Edward Scott.

Mountain Factory, owned by
Jos. Wilson. "

Hallville, owned by Wm.
@rant, Henry Settles, Robt.
Hyndman and Milton Hoy.

Connerty Factory, owned by
Jdohn Connerty.

South Mountain and Inker-
man, owned by Wm. Eager.

Inkerman Factory, owned
Ennis & Raney.

Ault’'s No. 3 (Mulloy Set-
tiememt), owned by Ault Bros.

Van Camp Factory, o;:med
Wy Suffel, Rose & McTavish.
" Sr“gse No. 1, owned by L.
Miller.

Mountain Ridge & Oak
Valley, owned by Alex Mc-
Master.

: King Factory (Conc. 11) was
a joint stock company.

I found it interesting to learn
that Mountain Township was
named in 1798 in honour of Rt.
Rev. Jacob Mountain, D.D., first
Protestant Bishop of Quebec.
Mountain Township Agricultural
Society was started in 1857, some
of the founders being: Reuben
Shaver, Alexander Rose, John
Fraser, Joseph Hyndman and
Samuel Rose. At first, a fair was
held alternately at South
Mountain, Inkerman and
Hallville, then a permanent
fairground was established at
South Mountain, which is still in
use today.

SOMETHING ABOUT CHEESE

We in Eastern Ontario are all
interested in the dairy industry -
especially if we live in or near the
Cheese Capital of Ontario at
Winchester - and you might like
to know that it all started in 1891,
when 30 or so farmers drew their
milk by horse and milk wagon to
the first Ault’s Cheese Factory.

This factory was located at
Cass Bridge, near Winchester, at
the site of the present Ault Cheese
House. The owner was Jack Ault,
father of Sam Ault who is the
present Chariman of the Board of
Ault Foods, and grandfather of
Stephen Ault, who is the General
Manager of the Ault Milk
Division.

The plant at Winchester is
the largest single milk processing
plant in Ontario, and the second
largest in Canada and the Ault
Food Company is the largest milk
processing company in Canada.
In addition to Winchester, there
are plants at Napanee, Balderson
and New Dundee, and five
Sealtest plants are included in the
total company operation.

Today the unloading area at
Ault’s in Winchester can handle
miz bulk trucks at once, a big
change from milk wagons and 30
gallon milk cans! They also have
receiving stations at St. Isidore
and Eganville, and the milk is
trucked daily to Winchester.
Instead of buying directly from
the producers, a milk processing
plant today must purchase its
milk through the Ontario Milk
Marketing Board, so it cannot be
stated how many producers

‘supply each plant. .

by Jean Fawcett

“Winchester produces mostly

cheese - from 90,000 to 110,000 lbs.

of different varieties per day.
Napanee produces about the
;same amount, while Balderson
produces about 20,000 lbs. of
cheese per day. Winchester also
produces butter, evaporated
‘skim and consensed milk, sweet-
ened whole condensed milk, whey
powder, powdered infant formula
and skim milk powder, so you see
that it is a very complex
‘organization. By far the largest
{portion of cheese manufactured
by Ault’s is packed or processed
by other companies under their
own labels, for example, Kraft or
Black Diamond.
I suppose cheese is the first
produce that was ever manu-
factured. It goes back to Biblical
‘times, when the nomad tribes-
‘man with a few sheep and goats
‘made cheese to use up the milk
from his small flock in a form
which would keep in the hot
climate. Cheese is still made in
basically the same way today,
except for a few modern develop-
ments such as sanitation and
| volume.
Cheese is a completely na-
‘tural product. Only rennet and
salt, and sometimes colour, are

added to the basic dairy in-

|gredients. The colour used is
annatto root, which is also a
natural product. There are no
preservatives or additives of any
kind. I'm sure there are very few
other products in general use
today that can boast of such a
pedigree.

Cheddar cheese originated
before the 16th century in
Cheddar, Somerset, England.
Cheedar is made from fresh
pasteurized whole milk. "It re
quires 11 pounds of milk to make
one pound of cheddar. Cheese is
an excellent source of prdteiri -an’
ounce of cheese has about the

|same protein value as an ounce of
‘meat. Cheese contains the cal-

cium from the milk, as well as
most of the protein, Psential
minerals, vitamins and other
nutrients. In addition to being
nutritionally good for you, cheese
is easily digested.

The full, rich flavour of
cheddar is famous around the
world and it is a major Canadian
export. Total exports 2‘ !_fléddn_‘, A
and specialty ‘cheeses are ap-
proximately 11,000,000 pounds
per year. About 6,000,000 pounds
of cheddar is exported to the
United Kingdom and 1.8 million
pounds to the United States. This
is premium quality aged Canad-
ian cheddar and is sold in those

countries as a specialty prﬁduc:,.l
=ind




Hallville fire guts home
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A familar Hallville landmark is no more following a Monday afternoon fire which destroyed the old brick Coleman home,
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located next to St. Andrew’s Church. When the Mountain township Fire Department arrived at the scene, the blaze was already
out of control, and as a result, the home was completely gutted. The cause of the blaze is not known.

Dedication service
A dedication service for the Hallville
United Church’s new piano and recent
renovations to the Sanctuary was held

‘Nov. 22, Pianist Helen Hyndman tries out

Kempltvil le F [

the piano which was donated by Shirley
Nichol-Scott in memory of her parents,
Minnie and Paul. Frank Milne, the Clerk

i .

of Session, looks on. :
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MOUNTAIN — For most refugees, it’s
a trip they're lucky to survive even once.

From the wasted, war-torn villages of
Cambodia, from the abandoned cities
marked by mass graves — through
wilderness, mountains, jungles — they
hobble on stick-like legs, clothed in rags,
stomachs  distended. impoverished
faces that have seen too much suffering,
too much agony.

1t is a nightmare of horror, blood and
death. They have been called victims of a
second Holocaust.

Since last October, 80,000 Cambodians
have safely reached the Thailand border.
One can only imagine how many never

made it that far — who because of
disease, starvation of Khmer Rouge
soldiers — never reached the over-

crowded refugee camps beyond the
frontier.

Mie Hoa Wan, his wife Thou Sin Lo and
three of their daughters made that trip
twice.

Their very existence defies the policy
of genocide which tried to wipe them out.

They made that trip because they believ-
ed in survival, in a better way of life —
and they found that way of life in a small
village called Mountain.

The Wans are staying with Mountain
resident John Blom. Sponsored by Holy
Cross Church and St. James Church in
Kemptville and St. Daniel's Church in
South Mountain, they amvéd m Canada
two months ago. e g etV |

Since then, they have eagerly tackled
the job-of -adapting-to-the ways of a
strange country, _e'spe'cially the children.
For the first time in their lives, Pie Chou
Wan, 13, and Pie Lin Wan. 17, are
attendlqg_schoﬁl Their older sister, Pie
Kuon War_;, 21, is also resuming her

-studies again alter years of lost oppor-

tunity.

Enrolled at Nationview Public School,
the children are so thrilled with Iearmng
that they become miserable when the
teachers take time off for a professional
development day. When the Khmer
Rouge, as the Cambodian Communist
forces are called, took over their country
in 1975, education was forbidden.

Blom says the teachers at Nationview
have worked wonders with the children.
The Wans speak a mixture of Chinese
and Cambodian, but already the children
are learning English. Both the _younger
girls are in Grade 5, while Pie Kuon is in
Grade 8.

"The recent weeks the family have
spent in Mountain are an unbelievable
contrast with their life in Cambodia.

- During the early years of the Vietnam
War, their country was neutral. How-
ever, later, Cambodia unwittingly be-
came a base for the Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese which led the United States
to conduct savage bombing attacks on it.

In 1970, its popular Chief of State,
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, was over-
thrown by Lon Nol. Five years later, Lon
Nol was deposed by Khmer-Rouge-
backed Pol Pot — and the years of terror
for the Wans began.

In 1975, Mie Hoa, who owned a trucking
business in Phnom- Penh, was stripped of
a‘ll“hls possessions. He and his family
were forced-marched to resettlement on
rural communes. There they worked
from dawn to dusk, while all traces of
civilization in their country were slowly
wiped out by the new regime..

Famlhs were separated, the state

religion of Buddhism was abolished,
postal stations, telephones and currency
were destroyed. There was mass murder
everywhere. The once-beautiful city of
Phnom-Penh was left to rot.

In halting English, Pie Kuon explains
what life was like.

“There was no city anymore,”’ she says
quietly. “There were no people, no dogs,
no trees. Only the wind.

“In the camps we worked all the time.
Day after day. There was not much food.
We were always hungry.”

Pie Kuon stops her story to search for
something in Blom's refrigerator. She
pulls out a can of soup.

‘‘Here,” she says offering the can for
inspection. ‘“This is what we had to eat
for dinner — twelve of us and just this
much food.”

What you immediately expect from
these people is emotional scarring, their
spirits broken, ravaged by years spent in
fear. But if the scars are there, as they
must be, they are well hidden. Blom says
he is amazed at the reserve of his guests.
Although affectionate in manner, even
among themselves they will rarely touch
each other.

Leafing through a recent Time maga-
zine detailing the plight of Cambodians,
Pie Kuon stops at a photo of a starving
child. The body is wasted, shrivelled into
a pale imitation of a child’s limbs. Her
younger sister Pie Lin makes a face
while Pie Kuon mentions, almost as a
footnote to her own story, ‘“‘that’s what I

Immediately she breaks out in an
embarrassed giggle. It is almost as if she
believes she has broken some vague
social code and is ashamed to have
mentioned her starvation.

The first time the Wans escaped from
Cambodia was last March. After a three
day march, they reached the Thai
border and were admitted to a refugee
camp. But a month later, they were

loaded in buses by the Thai government
and with other refugees, they were
driven back to the mountains of Cam-
bodia.

In August, they tried again. But this
time they had much farther to go. For 37
days they walked toward that intangible
promise of freedom. Their feet were cut
and bleeding, their legs could barely
support their starving bodies.

Near the Thai frontier, the constant
danger they faced reached a crisis. Pie
Kuon lies on the floor with her arms

!covering her head to show how her

family hid during a battle between the

' Khmer Rouge and invading Vietnamese

soldiers.

This time, they were allowed to stay in
the _camp. Crowded, infested with
disease, littered with dymg bodies, the
Wans knew that they were lucky to be
there. Four months later, their prayers
were answered. The Wans were healthy
enough to'émigrate to Canada.

But still the whole family isn't to-
gether. Two daughters and a grandchild
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Pie Lin (left) and Pie Chou (right) get some help with their homework
from sister Pie Kuon. All three are students at Nationview Public School.

are living in St, Agathe, Quebec_and the

Wans have visited them there. Another’

Awo sons are living in Paris, France &#nd
are hoping to come to Canada soon. The
Wans know that these children are secure
in their safety.

But another daughter, her husband and
their two children are surviving in a
refugee camp in Vietnam. The Wans
write to her and are desperately working
to get the family out of the camp soon.

Ask the Wans what they like about
Canada and watch their faces break out
in wide grins.

Mie Hoa speaks one of the few English
words he knows — (_‘e_v_g[g.hmz

Don't bother asking them if they mind
the cold, the snow or the strange food.
They love Canada and they are grateful
to Canadians. Blom says the response
from people in the area has been over-
whelming. The Wans have received
baskets of clothes and presents. The con-

fgregation of St. James Church has

offered to buy two hearing aides needed
by Thou Sin Lo and Pie Lin.

At school, the girls are quickly making
friends and learning how to play volley-
ball and other Canadian games. They eat
alot of ice cream.

Blom says Thou Sin Lo is a superb cook
and Mie Hoa is a skilled mechanic.
Although neither are working yet, Blom
plans to advertise that the couple would
like to do mending and tailoring.

Back in Cambodia, Pol Pot no longer
rules the country. The Vietnamese in-
vaded the blood-soaked land more than a
year ago and installed a puppet regime
headed by President Heng Samrin. But
things are not much better.

Some 250,000 Cambodians are waiting
to escape. Another 2.25 million will more
than likely die in the next few months
unless massive aid reaches them. That
aid is being sucked into a quagmire of red
tape.

For the Wans, life begins now. The
horrors that their countrymen are fac-
ing, the horrors that they faced, cannot
be described as—anything-else-but a__
nightmare.

Whatever you're up to

drop it for O Canada

Canadians are being invited to delay
their golf shots, put down their beer,
drop whatever they’re doing at noon

local times on Tuesday to sing O thee.

Canada as it becomes the official

national anthem.

But those who sing in English might
be slightly confused because the Eng-
lish lyrics approved by Parliament
are slightly different from the version

sung most often in the past.
The new lyrics go like this:

O Canada! Our home and
land!

True patriot love in all thy sons

command.

With glowing hearts we see thee

rise,

thee.

phones.

But two new phrases — *“‘From far
and wide'" and *‘God keep our land”’ —
in the new lyrics replace two of the

native  five ‘“‘stand on guard’s’ in the Weir
version and shift one “O Canada.”
Weir's version, composed to go with
the music composed by Calixa Laval-
lee of Quebec nn 1880, goes like this:
O Canada! Our home and native

"The True North strong and free! land!

~ From far and wide, O Canada, we

stand on guard for thee.

command.

Gszd keep our land glorious and
o .Canada, we stand on guard for
0 Canada, we stand on guard for
The first four lines of the new
official anthem are identical to the

version written by R. Stanley Weir in
1908 and now sung by most anglo-

True patriot love in all thy sons

With glowing hearts we see thee
rise,

The True North strong and free.

And stand on guard, O Canada, we
stand on guard for thee.

O Canada, glorious and free!

We stand on guard, we stand o guard
for thee.

O Canada, we stand on guard for
thee!

The main criticism of Weir's words
has been that they ask Canadians to
stand on guard too many times with-
out telling them for exactly what.

The French lyrics have not present-
ed the same problem. The new official
version is that written by Sir Adolphe
Basile Routhier in 1880 to accompany
Lavallee's music:

O Canada! Terre de nos aieux,

Ton front est ceint de fleurons
glorieux!

Car ton bras sait porter l'epee,

1l sait porter la croix!

Ton histoire est une epopee

Des plus brillants exploits

Et ta valeur de foi trempee,

Protegera nos fovers et nos droits.



Property Clean-Up Bylaw
Sought By Mountain W. 1.

Members of Mountain Women’s
Institute at their May meeting

which would ask municipal coun-
cil to introduce a new law ‘‘for-

voted in favour of a resolution bidding property owners to de-

merit their own or other’s pro-
pertyn.

The idea behind the worthwhile
WI motion is to get council to
take action against homeowners
who persist in not keeping their
premises at least presentable.
Mountain WI believes that ifeach

. homeowner makes an effort to

make his premises more attrac-
tive both the value and appear-
ance of the property will im-
prove.

Newly elected president, Mrs.
Bessie Boyce, presided at the
meeting and opened the proceed-
ings with a reading on ‘‘Age.’”’

The 15 members and four visi-
tors present at the meeting heard
an informative talk by Miss Ruth
Thompson of Dixon’s Corners
who also demonstrated the ‘‘Slim
and Trim’’ theory and exercise.

Grade Eight students planning
an education tour to Toronto and
Stratford were offered $25.00
for a clean-up slave day in Moun-
tain.

Plans were discussed for

the 20th anniversary celebratlon y

next month.

Mrs. Audrey Gibson won the
prize for the contest ‘‘Parts of
the Body’’.

The members extended thanks
to Mrs. Mabel Robinson and the
lunch committee.

Women'’s Institute special
meeting held at Mountain

Over eighty W.l. ladies and
visitors welcomed Mrs. B.
Noblitt, president-elect of the
Canadian national W.1
(F.W.I1.C.) Mrs. Morgan, editor
of Federated News (Canadian
National W.l. news magazine)
and Mrs. G.E. McCaffrey,

president of Eastern Ontario Area
W.I. to the Mountain Twp.
Community Centre recently. W.I.
members from Chesterville,
Matilda, Morewood, South
Mountain, Winchester and
Kemptville were guests at this
meeting.

After the meeting opened with

0O’Canada, the Institute Ode and

for

Mrs. Morgan stressed the need
W.I. members to read

Mary Stewart collect the resolu-
tions convenor Mrs. Nancy
Hyndman took charge. She
introduced Carolyn Van Koppen
who with two of her students
Tracy Woods and Kimberly
Telford danced two delightful
numbers. Marg Alexander intro-
duced her 4-H girls Mary Jane
Van Den Brock, Ellen Blaine,
Michelle Gregory, Marnie Lamb
and Norine Milne who discussed
and demonstrated the making of a
variety of crepes for the ladies to
sample.

Federated News in order to be
informed of W.I. affairs across
Canada. She briefly outlined
some of the material available
from the loan library. Mrs.
Nobbitt gave her impressions of
the A.C.W.W. (Internation W.I.)
conference held recently in
Hamburg, Germany and showed
beautiful slides of her trip
through Germany, Austria,
Switzerland and France.

A short business period follow-
ed in which the roll call was
taken, the minutes accepted as
written, and it was decided to
participate in the Memorial Day
service in Nationview P.S. After it
was decided to cater to the Senior
‘Citizen’s Christmas Dinner an
exective meeting was called to
“make arrangements. It was noted
that Miss M. Micheles, Home
Economist for Dundas County will
speak on Food Additives at the
next meeting November 20.
Lunch was served and Bessie
‘Boyce thanked all those who had
participated in the meeting.

le
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Four local students have been working down on the
farm this summer as part of the province's Agricrew

——_— L
program. The program allows farmers to hire the crew for
$90 2 day — a bargain cons:daﬂng,&ll of the smdents have
Wl farm experience.

Dundas County's crew is headed by John Blaine (left
and includes Dianne Baker, Neal Matthews and Mary
Ann Koekkoek. At the rlght is co-ordinator Brian Van
Doormaal.
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MOUNTAIN — Arnold Johnston is used to waking up
‘to the sound of the 6:50 a.m. ntreal#ound
train whistle as it passes his farmhouse. It is as
‘as a rooster crowing in the morning. : S
- Saturday morning however, he awoke to a far more
‘ominous noise. - : :
. “I’ve never heard anything like it,”” said the 62-
' year-old Johnston. ‘I couldn’t believe the noise.”’ $
. ““Assoon as I heard it, I knew it was the train.” : <l
He ran to the window and there in the pasture behind .
his h;)usethlayfan estha ofted aru{)nd ?Ifm ; e L
/metal — the afterma a spectacular derailment un- 2 . '
like anything the small village of Mountain has ever ~_ Evidence of gouges on t{\he Qanwk?o? : ::_n(ﬂcea '?x!\ ?l\:‘.
‘seen. One of the boxcars came to rest within 20 metres freight train initially left the ra(; here it finally
~of his farrnhouse and a steel railway shack was thrown line about two and a half miles from where )
‘even closer. i \ came to rest. T 3 e S5 |
- _ ““Our neighbors a few miles away could hear it,” _CP Rail officials believe this is where the wheels of JIReTes o PR el T =
J°h"s ;‘é’&l?u?l"?ﬁﬁtﬁg; will frgarod it " "one of the boxcars came off. The exact cause is still  railway crossing, in a pile of twisted m‘é\ﬁ\w ich \iter-*
‘Smash-up he,é' on the Canadian Pacifi ce ea.i'ly m<l>}’mng. ‘under investigation, but one CP investigator noted one - ally spilled over into farmer Johnso n‘m L3 B
the edge of this hamlet, SIS side of the track is higher than the other on this curve. g Johnston has lived at his current residence for about
¢  The force of the derailment on the 18-year-old track - 26 years and he confided, “‘I'd often thought ?w“ Lan
left a trail of sheared-off track bolts and savagely ~ accident occurring, but never seriously worried about
‘gouged railway ties for a distance of over two miles in it L AL =

its wake. The train finally came to rest just past a e'm just feeling lucky and relieved iﬂ;-.i‘_e_;viaé nonpa-\
oL damage. All this (pointing to his torn-up field) can be
‘ ‘replaced.” . TESLRC .
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Steve Johnston surveys damaged boxcar on fazml Pg) mfaﬂll"gu ,m‘

-

Thousands of people clamored close to the burning carnage of steel freight cars in
Mountain Saturday for a better glimpse of the 24-unit train derailment, but the
Johnston family had séen far more than they cared to.

Their 350-acre farm, divided by two east and westbound CP rail lines, caught the
brunt of the fiery train wreck. One of the boxcars stopped just 20 metres short of
Arnold Johnston’s farmhouse and an automated steel railway shack, used to control
the crossing signals on County Road 3, was uprooted and pulled along by the speeding
train towards the Johnstons’ home. Only a sturdy maple tree in front of the house
halted the flying object.

Although there was no structural damage to the Johnston property, a few acres of
farmland were rendered useless by Saturday’s accident.

Johnston’s 30-year-old son Steve was in the barn preparing the 50-head dairy

icattle herd for the morning milking when the 7 a.m. crash took place. He watched
stupefied as car after car skidded into the pile of growing debris.

“I saw it but the part of it was...I couldn’t believe it,” Steve confessed later.’

“You’d swear somebody had dropped a bomb.”

It was all over in a matter of minutes but the swirling dust took much longer to
clear.

“It was like night, with all the dirt and ground flying,” recalled Steve’s mother
Marion. She had been awakened by a crunching noise that “just got louder and
louder”. Her initial reaction was to alert 12-year-old daughter Lori and transport her,
along with an eight-month-old grandchild the Johnstons’ babysat for daughter
Marilyn back to the baby's mother’s place half a mile away.

After running to the house to ensure his family was safe, Steve was forced to turn

the herd of cattle out to pasture. Dust had infiltrated the barn and the nervous animals
started kicking and jumping.

“If I lost the barn that was bad enough,” Steve said. “I didn’t want to lose the
cows.”

Flames soon ignited in the bludgeoned boxcars, some of which were empty. In
one car, cleaning products in aerosol cans kept popping and soon littered the field like
tiny missiles.

Marion Johnston said the South Mountain fire department was on the scene
immediately and Canadian Pacific railway officials arrived soon afterward.

A spokesman from the Winchester detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police
said for almost an hour and a half from the time of the derailment, CPR officials were
unsure if toxic chemicals were contained in the freight cars. Two tankers were marked
‘sulphuric acid’. It was later discovered they were empty and chemical residue left on
tanker walls was considered insufficent to fuel a blaze.

Spectators, many whom had heard radio reports of the disaster, came in droves to
Mountain.

At first they were just neighbours, said Marion Johnston. By Sunday the faces in
the crowd belonged mostly to strangers, some professing to have come from Ottawa,
Kingston, Smiths Falls and even New York. They came equipped with pocket
instamatic cameras, and swarmed freely across the Johnston property.

A lot of people brought lawn chairs, babies and bottles,” said another married
daughter in the Johnston clan, 31-year-old Carol Ann Arcand.

They trampled flowerbeds and sat on the edge of the family swimming pool in
search of a better view, bending the pool’s steel beam reinforcements. Young Lori
remembered people walking up to the front veranda and peering in the windows.

CFPR’s security force would have kept people away from the farm if they felt there

was imminent danger to their welfare, explained the Winchester OPP spokesman.
Incredibly, nobody was injured in the train mishap. Had the locomotive derailed
20 metres before it did, the Johnston farmhouse could have suffered severe damages.
Had the smash-up taken place a quarter of a mile before its eventual resting spot most
of Mountain village would almost certainly have been obliterated.
Gladys Imrie, whose husband George operates the Imrie Fuel Supplies delivery
business, said two tank trucks parked at their Main Street home just west of the

Johnston residence had been filled with oil the previous evening. They contained
about 12,000 gallons of the fuel.

Additional fuel was stored in an underground gas tank.

“We would have never known what would have happened,” Gladys Imrie stated .
simply considering the consequences of a train derailment under different

circumstances.
“We're very fortunate.”

Joey Whittaker, owner of the Stage West Restaurant in Mountain, thought
“everyone was just so relieved” nobody had been hurt in the incident.

“I thought we’d all have to be evacuated,” she said. “That was on everyone’s mind
that morning.”

As though it were an emotional outlet, people poured into the streets to witness
the mutilated remnants of a train.

“It reminded me ot living 1n a tourist village,” said Whittaker, describing the
scene. “l walked outsnde that evening and there were hundreds and hundreds of
people. It was a zoo.’

Nevertheless, it was great for business, and the village’s only restaurant was “jam-
packed” until close to 10 o’clock Saturday evening.

~—

cause

Timing and a combination of
conditions resulted in an empty

freight car jumping CPR tracks

and causing 23 more cars to derail
in Mountain July 10, says a
Canadian Transport Commission
spokesman.

. Peter Schnobb emphasized
these were the findings of a
preliminary investigation and that

further examination into the acci-

dent would take place.

A broken axle indicated two
wheels of the empty ‘gondola’ car
had bounced off the track. Centri-
fugal force caused by a curve in
the rail line, exaggarated motion
in the unweighted car and speed
of the train, which was well
beneath the freight- carry_ms
limit, together formulated a
momentary bouncing motlon‘lthat

“brought the derallment oMm'

No. 918. "
_ “It's something that, unfor-
'tunately, is inherent in the

uvstem .." said Schnobb.

The clean-up and investigation
long complete, the cause of the
. accident, according to officials of
the Canadian Transport Commis-
sion, has been attributed to
timing and a combination of
conditions. A broken axle indicat-
‘ed two wheels of the empty
‘‘gondola’’ car bounced off the
track first. Centrifugal forces
caused by a curve in the rail line,
coupled with exaggerated motion
in the unweighted car and the

train’s speed resulted in a motion
that bounced No. 918 off the
tracks.

The train was travelling at
two-thirds of ltS freight capac:t .
‘carrying gﬂﬁn,‘g‘éﬁe?@i )
dlse)'. -ag'tmve parts, }h‘ﬂq-

flammabie wax substance whi

e uﬁfmwe"na;d 1ﬂ

chester busy throughout the day
and night Saturday. .
Estlmated speed of the train

then it le t,be t cks was
km/h. FYM _gpﬂ




Teen shaken in train-wagon collision

- MOUNTAIN — A 17-year-old
* - helping to harvest corn escaped
injury Mon., Sept. 13 when a CPR
freight train shattered a forage
wagon at a farm crossing only
one-quarter mile away from the
scene of a July derailment.

Neal Bartholomew, a grade 12
student, managed to accelerate
the tractor out of the path of the
train when he reached the cross-
ing. However, the wagon follow-
ing was sheared away, pulling
the drawbar and rear equipment
right out of the tractor.

T(_)tal damage to the farm
equipment is estimated at $9,100.
Damage to the front of the engine
is, as yet, undetermined, accord-
ing to CPR officials in Toronto.

The condition of the farm cross-
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ing where the accident occurred
has been a cause for concern for
Dave Bryan and his wife, Carol,
owners of the farm, since 1977.

And just hours previous to the
accident, the Bryans called CPR
in Smiths Falls to report poor
visibility at the crossing.

The accident is the second in 66
days within a one-quarter mile
stretch of track, just east of
Mountain. A major derailment
shattered the morning silence
Sat., July 10 when 24 of 81 cars
derailed at the Arnold Johnston
farm.

The Bryan farm crossing is
elevated above field level with a
steep incline on the north side of
the double tracks and a slightly
better incline on the south side.

kills

Brinston man,

MOUNTAIN — One person was
killed and five escaped with
minor injuries in a two-car col-

lision at the entrance to a res-

taurant here Friday night.

Dead is 2l-year-old Derek
Arthur Hill, RR1 Brinston, who
was a passenger in a 1980 Pontiac
driven by Thomas Hamilton, also
of RR1 Brinston.

According to the palice report,

y.“'.

- the Hamilton vehicle was north-
bound on County Road 1 in Moun-
tain and made a left-hand turn
into the driveway of the Stage
West Restaurant. The car was
struck on the passenger side by a
1973 Buick, driven by Patricia
Trudell, Kemptville, which was
southbound on County Road 1.

Const. Bill Holmes charged

Hamilton with making an unsafe
left turn under section 121 of the

Highway Traffic Act.

e —————————

Mountain Musings

1 saw an interesting thing the other day which still has me
wondering. The railway men were out working on the tracks
near my home with quite a few of those big machines. Then
I noticed one of the workers climb down from the cab and
crough to put his ear to the rail. He then did the same thing

with the other track. Gosh, I

thought it was only kids who

listened at the rails to get warning that a train was coming.
Anyway, whether it was modem technology or old-fashioned
savvy, it worked. When the train trundled past shortly after,
the machines were on the other line.

The Winchester Press

Wed., Nov. 13, 1991

Dense brush on the CPR right-
of-way obscures the view of the
tracks during the approach from
both sides of the crossing.

Mr. Bartholomew was travell-
ing north across the tracks when
he first saw the westbound train
approaching.

“Thank goodness he didn’t just
freeze,’ Mr. Bryan said with
relief the next day. The teenager
managed to accelerate the
tractor off the tracks and was
unhurt when the corn wagon was
demolished. -

Debris from the collision litter-
ed the right-of-way several

hundred feet from the point of

impact, and some was found in

adjacent fields. )
The accident report, signed by

a CPR official on board the train,
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Dave Bryan surveyeq o..
wreckage of the con{iga Szme
his farm crossing last wien 3
collision settled far down tfe
wagon had to be retrieved

indicated visibility at the cross-
ing *‘is poor’’. . ’

The engine of the 53-car freight
train suffered a broken wind-
shield and some body damage.

The Bryans’ call to CPR was to
request brush be cut along the
tracks to improve visibility.

Five years ago, after consider-
able correspondence and dis-
cussion, CPR cut brush and put
two loads of gravel at the steep
crossing. ;

«“We g0 across there .with
pretty big machinery, including a
150-horsepower tractor and the
forage wagon,”” Mr. Bryan said.

«As recently as the lasE tra'\in
wreck, 1 said to Carol = "We re
just playing with luck’,”” Mr.

Bryan said.
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dications are t
ing where a
collison occurred
be closed.

Officials
Transport
and the CPR,

directly
buildings,
Bryan.

of the shattered, twis
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Some pieces of the
\ mng fields.
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— Preliminary 1n-
hat the farm cross-
train-corn wagon
last week will

from the Canadian
Commission (CTC)
investigating the
accident last weex.
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10.000 Carl-Don fire

' Carl Don Eqmpment Lt.d ofﬁemls are stxll trying to
ort, out thelr loss following an early Monday

ﬂxormng fire that destroyed the International
‘deépartment and : ')

o B v’

‘Blaze damages

equipment dealer

MOUNTAIN — A representative of the
Ontario Fire Marshal’s Office was on the
scene Monday morning trying to piece
together the cause of the fire that destroyed
the offices and parts department of Carl-Don
Equipment Ltd. here early Monday morning.

Cause of the fire, which caused an undeter-
minded amount of damage, has yet to be
determined although Mountain Township fire
chief Jim Scott said ‘“no foul play is
suspected’’.

The alarm was turned into the Mountain
fire department just a few minutes after
midnight and the department responded with
18 men and two vehicles. Assistance was
called in from Winchester, Kemptville and

Iroquois and a total of 11 vehicles were

involved in containing the blaze and saving

the repair garage.
~8

Men and vehicles from the out-of-town
department left at 4am but Mountain Town-
ship firefighters remained on the scene until
10 Monday morning.

Company spokesmen were unable to give
an estimate of the damage since the firm'’s
month-end inventory had just been taken and
figures have not been received back from
International Harvester’s Chicago office.

The building and its contents were par-
tially covered by insurance but the policies,
were also lost in the conflagration and the
firm will have to wait until later this week to
find out how much of its loss is covered.

All of Carl-Don’s business records and
parts inventory were lost.

The firm closed its Chesterville operation
in August and had been centering all of its
business at its Mountain location since then.

j'urf'ﬁre departm ' (O TSRREY Si EAH
Aslumpmg year fofC Winchester | !

' at approximately 2:30 a.m. The' oﬂl" h d"
m)pdayihormqg fire ripped th_rough the company’s outletin  department of the bu1ldmg was completely ::s;sre a(l;qm 2]:;
ur taﬂi"'caplgm‘g ane d{1$700 000 in damages. The blaze, which  spokesman Allan Bell says the future of the company wxillb qﬂ'l“.d l:?eé,,r
an shortly. ‘before mid t, was brought under control by fire this week. The Ontario Fire Marshal’ sa.ofﬁce.sa{sth eause-o "the fl;e 1S

ments f,rom Moun ,'Townshlp, Kemptville, Iroquois. and still undetermined, but foul play is not susbec’tcﬂ M d'fh-
o L4 0 1] ..-. !
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Mountain Township and Distriet Li Ay S i : ‘ B

11 ~and ons Club charter  vice-president. Back row, left to right: Gerr

::&(\:"il:il:s‘? Ig:.emtbtir?tare pictured following charter night-  director; Hugh Roddick, director; David Gu;, I&;Z‘;{:r,’

Denis :Pu-ddyor';) l:é:id::tn%]};::l %llanhM?.cCaslm. secretary; Paul Simms, treasurer; Brian Telford, tail twister; Johrr;
 Puddy, Jent; oach, first vice-president; "Reilly, li sent: direct tiet

Barry Shane, second vice-president; Leroy Empey, third O i

45 MEMBERS

The new club, joini
world’s largest sel'§]/icelng-attgfI
inity, has 45 active members and|
the charter executive includes;
the following: president Denis
Puddy; first vice-president, Earl|
Roach; second vice-president,
Barry Shane; third vice-
president, Leroy Empey;
directors, Hugh Blaine, Gerry
Lecuyer, Hugh Roddick and
David Guy; secretary, Allen Mc-
Caslin; treasurer, Paul Simms;
tail twister, Brian Telford; and/
lions tamer, John O’Reilly.

Other club members are: Paul
Barkley, Laurier Bazinet, Glen
Beggs, Dennis Blaine, Richard
Blaine, David Bryan, Stanley
Cardiff, Lee Carswell, Robert
Derraugh, Hugh Desjardin,
Andrew Etherington, Terry
Foley, Barry Forbes, John Har- ]
ley, Maurice Hyndman, George I
Imrie, Ron Kerr, Matt Krisjanis,
John Maxwell, Hunter McCaig,
Jim McGill, Oscar Milne, Dennis| 1
Puddy (Sr.), Walter Puddy, }

|
!
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Barry Redmond, Gary Richard-
son, Keith Robinson, Zeke San-

MOUNTAIN — Last Saturday

. ‘ : Roy Sherrer,

night was an hl'stonc occasion in %em']‘l;gfgzg-hgi,mesyspong andE j
the municipality of Mountain Gg:-]gon wOrkn;an. |

‘when, with guests present from i
many neighboring clubs, the :

‘ newly-formed Mountain Town- E
ship and District Lions Club was
officially chartered.
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k I‘;re; nivll;)ur;)t:;xclh :sl::i 1)115.tr::cotpii:lonsf C::b presents a copy to Hillcrest resident Mable}
| : + 8 / . ) S o e Robinson, a former WI president, a5
‘ g ggltlzﬁ;mamox;endi rLx::.it;:;ut:ahTwetzdsmuir present Mountain e:J.VI pref]’ident Carole
Z _ ~\History a em to area  Roach, left, and T dsmuir curator
o rslflrll:ls(i);g(:l;l:;r; sap:(a)l;::ml?qts. hospitals and  Dorothy Gibson look v:)ff (Bottom photo)
‘Bob? Derraugh ri., June 10 Lion  Millview representative -and former
view Seni gC. presented copies to Milll  Mountain resident Ruth Milne accepts 2
3 ior }tlzen Apartments in Win-  copy from Mr. Derraugh, Mrs Roach an
chester and Hillcrest Haven in Mountain = Mrs. Gibson . - .
wnship. (Top photo) Mr. Derraugh .
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Top academic and athletic achievements were honored z}t
the graduation exercises of Nationview Publlg School in
South Mountain last Tuesday evening. Receiving awards
were, seated from left, Marjorie Rose, most improved and
most conscientious student; Tammy Allen, citizenship
award; Lindsay Rodger, public speaking award; Kelly
Durant, top academic standing; Donna Koekkoek, best all

'round student; Cindy Warren, top girl athlete, and Deris
Serviss, most conscientious student and citizenship f
award; standing, Patrick Alexander, applied science
award; Mare Dicaire, arm wrestling trophy; Kevin { 4
Stewart, applied science award; Dwayne Billings, arm
wrestling trophy, and Dwayne Backes, top boy athlete. {4

W

. < 5 & e, A e P
] M”‘ : {, & : y ".,_' o -.->,.I;"=' s : _
quel The two smiling “trophy girls” are Kelly Durant {left] who was awarded for academic excellence
and Donna Koekkoek who was named best all-round student.

lP [ ~‘-.f '

Inkerman Public School held graduation
esremonies last Tuesday and about 60
attended the exercises and luncheon. The
grade six graduates are, back row from
left, Lori Garlough, Mark Patterson,

Jeffrey Holmes, Raymond Sherrer, Jef-
frey McCooeye and Kim Robinson; front
from left, Karen Milne, Melanie Fisher,
Cheryl Armstrong, Jill Durant and Sharon
Crowder. Press Photo—Cox

‘Top_ academic student

Jill Durant was named the top academic
student of the grade six graduating class

5. ipkerman Pu.él(i{c_ﬁ.,c‘ﬁg% during cere-

rm:
‘monies  last Tuesday.
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_Nationview’s junior team was also the best in its division

at Dundas County’s Public School Track and Field Meet
last week in Iroquois. The juniors compiled 98 points to
win their award. Members of the championship team are,
back from left, coach - Alison MacKeen, Glen Rodger,
Derek Brannan, Craig Lyon, Chantal Dicaire, Erin

%

Nationview Public School’s senior team was tops at the
11984 Dundas County track and field meet last week
collecting 198 points. Members of the team are, back row
from left, Kelly Smaile, coach - Bill Patterson, Cheryl

Crowder, Martine Thurler and Rene McLeod. Front, left |
to right, Chris McLennan, Derrick Workman, Tania
Hansma, Leslie Hamilton, Jacqueline Smyth, Sharlene
Ault and Tracey Hansma. Absent: Cory Coons, Marc St.
Pierre.

Whitteker, Mike Gryspeerdt, Derek Hyndman, Scott
Gregory, Elkar Fischer, Greg Liezert and Raymond|;

Sherrer. Front from left, Roxanne Backes, Karen Milne, ||
Jeff Holmes, Kerry Nixon, Debbie Cooper, Wendy !:

Amrstrong, Jenny Lamb, Tara Berry, Troy Suddard, Rob  Barkley, Lisa Warren and Crystal Beckstead.

Led hy the Derek Hyndman'’s scoring exploits Nationview
ran away with the 1984 Dundas County Public School’s
Senior Boys Basketball Tournament. The new champs
‘won all four games and outscored their opposition 136-23.

Front, left to right, Elkar Fisher, Scott Fields, Billy
Dodger, Ray Sherrer Rack, left to richt. Sectt Gregory,

Derek Hyndman, coach - Mr. Jean, Troy Suddard, Dave
Hobson. Nationview defeated Maple Ridge 45-2, Nation-
view B’s 28-8, Iroquois 41-0 and Morrisburg 32-13 in
Monday’s event to become the 1984 Dundas County
champions.

) (Tess g St
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%ward winners at Nationview Public School were, front Hyndman. Back row from left, Scott Fields. Leslie
row from left, Shelley Verhey, Jeff McCooeye, Debbie Disheau, Jill Durant, Ursula Eckert, Scott Gregory, Greg
8myth, Jenny Lamb, Debbie Cooper, Tara Berry, Derek Liezert, Wendy Barkley, Crystal Beckstead.
' e Wir fer B
&3
Nationview Public School Valedictoriah Jill Durant, left, e _
and Best All-Round Student Jenny Lamb _cut the ‘ ; . —
graduation cake at the school's graduation exer:i:lses, held Awa rd -winnin g orator
iday. tudents graduated. .
last Friday. Seventy Grade 8 students gr ited., Par O Gt B i N e
« Public .School, placed first in a recent
French Public Speaking contest =~
\’/ Ir !
(989

Nationview students know the answers SOUTH MOUNTAIN — Nation-
NATIONVIEW 2 view students proved last week
, they had what it took to be Trivial
PUBLIC Pursuit champs as they topped
SCHOOL : . the competition in the Grade 7-8
; category of the Canada Quiz.

The quiz was held last year as
an Ontario Bicentennial event,
but was expanded this year to a
Canada-wide competition.

Nationview defeated quiz
teams from Iroquois, Maple
Ridge and Roxmore public
schools to win the series. .

"Each team was required to

* answer 50 questions per match,
covering a wide variety of
subjects including Canadian geo-
graphy, famous people, history,
sports, current events, nature,
science, music and art, and local
history.

"~ Nationview chose its team
through tryouts using last year’s
quiz, and used Petro Canada’s
Canadian trivia quizzes to study.

““A lot of it came from their own
general background,’ said coach
Irene MacLean. “I think a lot of

These Nationview Public School students are quiz team coach Bill Patterson, Stephan the credit goes to the kids.””
d their f Canadian f; L ; : The final gamebetween Nation-
nEgve grasp of Canadian facts by Jampen, Les Pap, Pam Giles, Kevin view and Roxmore Public School

placing first among SD&G schools. in the McCarger and coach Irene MacLean. was held Thurs., April 25.
first annual SD&G Canada Quiz. From left
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Best junior team

‘Nationview Public School’s junior athletes earned a first
place total of 137 points to become 1987 Dundas County
) "junior track and field champions. Front, left to right,
' Jason Cull, Kyle Marriner, Sarah Colbridge, Jeff '}
Hyndman, Todd Woods, Shane Nichol, Phillip Brisebois

7

I Laurie Bodin, Nancy Hamilton, Laura Zyrmiak, Tamara
b Bond, Jessica Lyall, Jayme Hamilton, Michael Spear,
Kathy Boyd and Karen Dalrymple.

] Winchester Press Wed., June 10, 1987
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Nationview Public School’s senior athletes won the top
senior boy’s team trophy and were second in the best %
senior team overall at last week’s track and field %\

championships. Members of the team, front, left to right, ™
Brenda Koekkoek, Laura Andersen, Jason Schoenfeld, %%~
Kevin Williams, Shawn Backes and Karen Fossit. Second .

B G
row, left to right, Kris McGlone, Marie Froats, Shealyn
Summers, Shelley Clavette, Teresa Sherrer, Michelle Ault g
and Rina McNairn. Back, left to right, Ingrid Mulder,
Vicki Gryspeerdt, Chris Oldford, Jamie Foley, Oliver
Thurler, Kim Kerr.and Alison MacKeen coach. Mlssmg”
Mark Smith. P l"

Winchester Press Wed., June 10, 1987

Nationview’s Juniors

Nationview Public School put together the best junior track
7 team numbers at this year’s Dundas County meet. The winn-

“ing combination is: front, left to right, Terry Hoy, Lauren
: Colbridge, Rhonda Blaine, Sarah Trude, Sharon Spear, Shelly

. I

SRR BE Coons. Back, left to right, Sharon Roderick, coach Bill Pat-
@ terson, Kyle Marriner, Adrian Pancirov, Scott Woods, Andy |
‘_ ==& Hoogenboom, Wally Cinnamon, Jo-Anne Larocque, Alana
“%= Bannan, Julie Pollock.

The Winchester Press Wed., May 3, 1989

By i ow kL )

Nationview Seniors

Members of the 1989 Natioview Public School’s award win-
ning senior track team include: front, left to right, Jeff Hynd-
man, Phillip Brisebois. Second row, left to right, John Trude,
Tracy McLeod, Jayme Hamilton, Tina Carbino, Natiel

Schonefeld, Liane Tremblay, Scott Brown. Back, left to right Sa
Josee Salgado, Todd Woods, Jessica Lyall, Jamie Pollock B
Nancy Hamilton, Karen Froats, Tonia Foley, Jennifer Preston
Kathy Jansen, Allison MacKeen - coach.
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Official opening of
Nationview Centre _

by Shelley Cumberland
Advance Staff Reporter

Nationview Publi¢ School’s
Education Centre officially opened
the great outdoors centre, Wednes-
day, October 11th, with a con-
gregation of interested well-wishers
and donors, gathering to see the
finished result of their labours.

A brainstorm happened upon
quite by accident in 1987, by teach-
ers Rob Saunders and John Pollack
while completeing a development
assignment for an Outdoor Educa-
tion course they were taking at the
time. Mr. Saunders is currently on
an exchange program in the United
Kingdom but will be returning next
year. During the work on the learn-
ing assignment, the pair found the
land they were mock-developing
for their course actually tumed out
to be six acres of property the school
didn’t know it had claim to. Due to
the rich rural heritage of the area,
John and Rob decided to aim high,
to make their project a reality, and
thus Nationview Outdoor Educa-
tion Centre is born!? Not quite.
They were about to be faced with
co-ordinating a very difficult plan
with oodles of red tape, but also
with community spirit that has gone
unmatched.

The natural outdoor theater har-
nesses an unlimited amount of
knowledge which will hopefully raise
the level of awareness surrounding
environmental threats. “There is a
tremendous amount of knowledge
to be gained here,” stressed Mr.
Pollack. Since the school first flung
its doors open wide, over 5,000
irees have been planted on the
grounds. The hope for the future of
the Outdoor Centre is to see at least
three or four examples of each species
native to Eastern Ontarioresting on
it’s site. Presently, over two kilo-
metres of nature trails have been
chipped away, compliments of
Ontario Hydro and their massive
chipper truck. This has promised to
open ahost of activities year round.
Throughout the summer, students
employed by the South Nation River
Conservation Authority (SNRCA),
cleared unwanted and unattractive
debris from the riverbed area, ex-
posing an abundance of wildlife
species. As well, a whole natural
botanical garden awaits the explorer.
So far, six different varieties of
poisonous plantlife have beeniden-
tified!

There is still much to be done,
and hopefully, 1990 will see the
completion of the Boardwalk, and
stairs leading from the upper level
to tthe river.

“Eternally grateful,” and, “Truly
remarkable,” are but a couple of
phrases Bill Roddy, Superintendent
in charge of the project, used to
describe the feeling that different
organizations, service clubs and
individuals have given of themselves
to the success of the facility. A
short ceremony was held to offer
appreciation to these decdicated
groups.

Trustec Roy Hastings arrived
with greetings {from the SD & G
Board of Education. Herecognized
Mr. Pollack and Mr. Saunders for
all they have done toward the Centre,
noting, “Very outstanding commu-
nity involvement.”

Board Director Jim Dilamarter,
himsclf a Lion member for 16 years,
offered gratitude to the Mountain
and District Lions Club, and the
staff of Nationview for their active
participation.

Honours were bestowed upon
the SNRCA who, commented Mr.,
Pollack, have have been partners
from the beginning, and without
them, the facility would not have
been possible. Representing the
SNRCA, and accepting a token
plaque were Dennis O’Grady,
Williamsburg Reeve John Whit-
taker and Hewart Sims.

The Mountain and District Lions

The Weekly Aavance, YWCULIC Uy, sy sy 227

NATIONVIE W

OUTOOOR EDUCATION
CENTER
CENTRE_D'EDUCATION. §

Club offered more support than was
initially expected. Through their
generous efforts, a trail and dock
addedtothe centre. President Terry §&
Foley and Gerry Lacuyer accepted
the plaque commemorating the
occasion.

Linda Touzin, on behalf of the
Ministry of Natural Resources,
accepted an award for continuous
help and guidance with tree selec-
tions.

Last but not least, the parents
and students of the area accepted
recognition. This group handled
many of the menial and less glam-
orous chores surrounding the proj-
ect, from digging weeds to strip-
ping wallpaper. Principal George
Hollingdrake was called to accept
on behalf of this large group.

Absent from the glory circle were
Ontario Hydro, who chipped out
the nature trail, Bell Canada for
donating 25 telephone poles, and
the Canadian Wildlife Foundatien,
who forfeited grant money to aid in

the development as well as donat- S et I T i v - . 00 :
Ing bifd Nouses dnd feaiars, The official opening of Nationview Public School’s Outdoor Education Centre surmounted from the combined cfforts of

Mr. Roddy informed everyone COMMmunity spirit, generous donations, and alot of hard work. Acknowledged for their much needed help were (back) Ewart Sims,
that in the future, other schools will Johnny Whitteker and Dennis O’Grady of the S.N.R.C.A ; President Terry Foley and Gerry Lecuyer representing the Mountain
be welcome to take advantage of and District Lions Club; and Roy Hastings, George Hollmgdrake Jim Dilamarter, Karl Duncan and John Pollack, liaisons of
this unique educational facility. In Nationview and the School Board. Up front, students Marilyn Brooks and Kerry Howsc accept a plaque for the parents and
the rear of the school, a former community involvement, while Linda Touzin represents the Ministry of Natural Resources.
apartment was transformed into a
classroom, complete with ammeni- The Weekly Advance Wednesday, October 18 1989
ties, so classes using the outdoor 7 a Y T
centre will actually be acting inde- ™
pendantly of the school building. | #
“We would like to have it open to
all childrenin S D & G,” noted Mr. v
Pollock. Other Boards will be of- \
fered the service for asmall support
fee to the centre. '

The opportunities are endless.
Already the area has been used for |
cross-country skiing, snow-shoe-
ing, outdoor education and art classes. © -/
However, there is still much do be /
done. Continued support is still | e
needed to ensure the success of the -
centre. The only way to go is up, Y
and interested individuals and or- |
ganizations wishing to become '#
involved can call Nationview Pub
lic School at 989-2600. Environ
mental threats affect us all. We all
need to educate ourselves to lessen
the dangers of the future, and pro-
mote nature for what it is.-serenity,
colour, peace. :

The Weekly Advance,

October 18, 1989

The Nationview Public School Outdoor Education Centre
received its second donation from the Mountain Township and’
District Lions Club Friday. Lions Club president Terry Foley i
presents a $1,000 check to Nationview students Tara Kerr and i
Craig Halpenny. Nationview PS science teacher and the out- §

door education co-ordinator, John Pollock - ey

hn Pollock 5 ERP)
mare Emily Pollock, left, Leslie J# ,
Weagant and Amanda Lewm AL . \ ~
| \\ A VIR e Ll B0

The Winchester Press
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balloons into a stiff south east breeze last fly.
| Wednesday. The balloons with the student’s
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Nationview P.S. Award winners

Thursday night, Nationview Public School saw 73 budding young minds graduate. Pictured
above are the school’s special award winners. Back row: Paul Brennan, Vocal Music Award,
Captain of Winning House League; Sarah Smith, Ontario Heart and Stroke Foundation Award;
Amy Simpson, Best All-round student, Visual Arts Award; Mike Bond, English Public Speak-
ing Award; Mary Morrow, Vocal Music Award; Jo-Anne Larocque, Nationview Music Award,
Citizenship Award; Middle Row: Lee Melbi, Music Award; Kyle Marriner, Royal Canadian
Legion Silver Medallion; James Hodges, Academic Award, Applied Science Award; Toby Broad-
foot, Clarence Cross History Award, Athletic Award; Corey LeBlanc, Most Improved Student;
Darryl Casselman, Most Conscientious Student; John Trude, Cross Country Award. Front Row:
Kerry House, Music Award, Royal Canadian Legion Bronze Medallion; Terri Hoy, Applied
Science Award, Royal Canadian Legion Gold Medallion; Connie Bryan, Applied Science Award;
Nancy Hamilton, Cross Country Award, Athletic Award; Alanna Vandewint, Citizenship Award;
Brandy Coughler, Citizenship Award; Natalie Schoenfeld, Academic Award, Valedictorian,
French Public Speaking Award, Captain of Winning House League

The Weekly Advance, Wednesday, June 27, 1990

~ Students from Nationview public school in  name and address attached were part of an ex-
- South Mountain released helium-filled periment to see how far the balloons would

(=27 eVYY L o4

Capping the weather man

CJOH’s weather man J.J. Clarke models a
South Mountain cap during his visit to Na-
tionview Public School last Wednesday.
Clarke discussed the weather business with
the students.

The Winchester Press
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" Nationview seniors ¥ _§&

Nationview Public School senior track team claimed the fifth
Dundas County Elementary Track and Field (senior) cham-

pionship in the last eight years last week. Lauren Colbridge
and Kevin Cook (far right) won individual awards. The seniors,

coached by Ali McKeen (third from right), earned a winning

total of 297 points. The senior girls’ squad also claimed their
division title with 155 points.

The Winchester Press  Wed., June 6'_1990

Jim Shaw 1

M..S.haw, who has been at Winchester Public for 13 years,
says it is rather unusual for a principal to stay that long
at one school. :
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- Mountain Musings (JCaVIS

by Shirley Mills

ya

k ions Club
_celebrated its fifth anniversary Saturday night, and will
honor its first five presidents by putting their names on
this plaque. From left are past presidents Denis Puddy §
Jr., Barry Shane and Hugh Blaine, Lions district
governor Jack Anthony and current president Andy
Etherington. Absent for the photo was former president
Earl Roach.

Pl

i Roy Sherrer presented Winchester Press
employee Shirley Mills with an award of appreciation for the;

coverage the group receives from the newspaper

fm el Winchester Press Wed., March 25, 1987

Last summer, some parents in the village of Mountain took
a long look at the park there. While the baseball diamond was
fine and T-ball players abounded, the entertainment facilities
for younger children were limited to two teeter-totters which
were almost unusable. A group was formed which aimed at
getting some playground equipment for the park.

% If you remember, this group held a successful bake sale last}§
g fall and with other sales and catering jobs, things are moving i}
M ahead. The members also received a donation from Moun-;
@ tain Recreation, the Winchester Legion and will get a fur-
ther donation shortly from the Mountain Lions Club. This
_ enabled the members to order a playground structure which [§
is also handicapped accessible. Future plans are for morel
equipment including a sympathetic swing, which can be
operated by a handicapped child either alone or with a buddy. §

N z
Lion leaders@@ ' § | . ,;ij
New and old executive posed for a picture at the Mountain
Community Centre on Friday. Beginning at the front left are:
Glen Robinson, assistant secretary; Roy Sherrer, past- presi-
dent; Terry Foley, president; Roy Page, treasurer; Dick Blaine,
secretary; Gerry Lecuyer, in-coming zone chairman. In the
back are: Brad Holmes, director; Andy Etherington, bulletin —
editor; Leo Backes, tail-twister; Alex Lough, director; Terry : ﬂ 43 is also invited to the installation and grand opening of the |l

Triskle, director; Larry Bazinet, first =7 ==~cidans : - ~layground equipment in the park on July 8 — but we’ll re-
Y The Weekly Advance, Wednesday, September 27, 1989yind you of the date closer to that time.

Mountain Lions Club members, and founders of the Mountain Recycling program 5
Donations to Mountain Park ¥

The latest fundraiser for the group is a 50-50 draw. While'
the tickets at $20 each might seem rather costly, it is like a §
W donation to a local cause with the potential of winning up to
4 $5,000 if all 500 tickets are sold. The tickets may be obtained §
by calling Paula Coassin at 989-2706 or Darlene Mills at' §
989-2590, with the draw taking place on June 20. Everyone

/

¥

star}d proud besid’e their new depot. Terry Foley and Roy Sherier initiated the program
hoping to have a sizeable donation for the Children’s Hospital next spring. All residents f&#
are urged to deposit their pop cans at the depot, located at the Mountain Dump. “
%
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On Monday afternoon two cheques were presented to the Mountain Park Fundrais-

ing Committee. The Winchester Legion donated $2,000 and the Mountain Lions donated
$3,000. This money will be used to buy playground equipment. The new playground will
also. be hanqncapped accessible. Shown are, Tom Beck, 1st Vice President, Winchester
Leglqn; Dwight Hutt, Past President; Darlene Mills, co-chairman Mountain Park Fun-
draising Committee; Chrystal Mills; Louie Coussin; Paula Coussin; Lion Roy Page,
Treasurer Mountain Lions; Roy Sherrer, Lions President. |

44

wt Proceeds of the Third Annual Mountain;
f. Township Ball Tournament were donated ] |
dto worthy organizations July 22 at the y «
Mountain ball park. Among the
donations was a cheque for $350 .. ¥ ;

presented to the Mountain Community B e |
 Park Association. From left are Helen T f ‘
{Bartholomew, pr Williams, Jo-Anne Winchester Press Wed., July 30 1986 Jul
Hyndman, Dennis Puddy and Darlene
Simms.

The Winchester Press  Wed., March 8, 1989 v




HEO benefits
rom Mountainsis

Foley wants to involve all Lions clubs in g
Eastern Ontario in the recycling program. As g
£ things stand now, cans are coming from far-

flung origins, with between eight and 10 @
‘schools participating in the program, along >

with merchants and private industry. .

Mountain Lions have been receiving emp-
ties from all over the United Counties and as
far away as Campbell’s Bay, Quebec, Foley
said. Lions are hoping to fetch about 50 cents |
a pound (based on last year’s prices), with a}l
proceeds earmarked for the Children’s
Hospital of Eastern Ontarig.

o—

y : o % o
R NS B Bty ) TRER |
The Mountain Township and District Lions Club members
gathered into a large pack Thursday night as they presented /
a check of $6,000 to Canine Vision Canada. Accepting the
check from Lions president Terry Foley is Steve Shepherd,
second from left in the front row, chairman of the Lions Club 44

Foundation of Canada and Canine Vision Canada.

Winc_hester Press

%
AP Brian Telford salute those who contributed thousands
; A_jz,,of be¢r anji POPp cans to their club’s recyclig program. M’
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Melvin Jones Fellowship

: Mountain Lion President, Terry Foley, was presented Thursday night with the
The Winchester Press  Wed., March 14, 1990 prestigious Melvin Jones Fellowship. Named after the founder of the Lions Clubs In-

A : } ternational, it is the highest honour that can be bestowed on a Lion. Foley was one
' of the charter members for the Mountain Lions Club in 1982. Advance Photo- P. McConnell

Representatives from the Mountain Lions Club and the South
Mountain Oddfellows were at the site of the new Mountain
Township substation in Hallville last week to present cheques
#§to the Building Committee. The Lions Club presented a dona-
ion of $2,000 and the Oddfellows donated $1,000. Pictured
were left to right: Willis Kerr, representing the Building Fund;
Lloyd Graham and Ronny Wardel from the Oddfellows; Brian
Telford and Brian Walker also representing the Building Com-
mittee and Terry Foley donating on behalf of the Lions.

The Winchester Press Wed., May 23 1990

June 27, 1990

The Mountain and District Lions Club quietly goes about its
ébusiness of helping in the community. There are often fundrais- ¢

ing events held with the proceeds channelled to worthy causes,
and all handled with an absence of fanfare. However, it might
' be of interest to know where some of the money goes.

. The major donation recently was $6,000 for a leader dog to
‘assist a blind person. Terry Foley, president of the Mountain
?Lions, explained that the Lions Foundation of Canada has a

ytraining facility for the blind in Mississauga. The chapter in Moun-

&

tain raised enough money ($6,000) to cover the cost of the full
training program for the dog and its new master. <
| Other donations ranged through $1,280 for home improvement
tfor handicapped residents; $1,000 for bursaries at each of Seaway x |
‘and North Dundas High Schools; $1,000 for fire victims; $1,000
for Inkerman Library; $200 for Huntington disease; and $100
teach for Inkerman and Hallville carnivals.

3 L5
The Mountain Lions recently donated $6,000
to the Mountain Township Agricultural Socie-
ty to build a new exhibit hall at the Mountain
Township Fairgrounds in South Mountain
The donation is the first installment of an
$18,000 pledge made by the Lions. Pictured §
at the site of the new hall is (left to right):
Lions president, Larry Bazinet and past-
president, Terry Foley presenting the cheque
to chairman of the Planning and Construction
Committee, Max Sabey, while Terry Triskle
Lions bulletin editor looks on.

¢

The Winchester Press  Wed., July 11, 1990

& 3 % . 1 s
‘Mountain and District Lions Club invested a new slate of of-

ficers Friday night. Sitting, from left, are: Terry Foley, past &
_president; Larry Bazinet, president; Brian Telford, Ist vice-
‘president; Andy Etherington, secretary; Roy Page, treasurer;
Gerry Lecuyer, regional chairman; Bob Derraugh, 3rd vice-
president. Standing: directors Aurele Oulette, Jim Fawcett, §
~ Alex Laugh (Lion tamer), Oscar Milne (membership chair-
l &Tan), and Terry Triskle (bulletin editor).
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Gn
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Wed., Feb. 7, 1990
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Gala pays tribute to
Mountain’s finest

On Thursday, March 21,
beginning at 6:30 p.m., the Mountain
Township and District Lions Club
will be holding a Community Roast.
The event will take place at the
Mountain Township Agricultural
Society Hall in South Mountain.

The purpose of the roast is to

recognize outstanding citizens in
Mountain Township for their
achievements and community
involvement. Pcople to be honored \
at the event are Roy Hastings, Lila

Fawcett, Donnic “Scoit, Lucien Y
Benoil, Linda Lewis, Mait Hastings R e 22
and Amold Graham. ¥ Jﬁ:- v/
- N )
Community roast 8- Y

Lila Fawcett was among several Mountain residents
honored recently at Mountain Township and District
Lions Club’s community roast. Lion Larry Bazinet
presented her with a commemorative plaque during the|
event.

The Winchester Press  Wed., April 3, 1991 ‘

The Weekly Advance, Wednesday, March 20, 1991

The Mountain Township and District Lions Club held its 3rd
annual appreciation night last Thursday night. The event recog-
nized the contribution several of its more famous residents have
made to the local community.

1

In a world were all to often than
not, the media and people in gen-
eral tend to focus on problems, this
night was a welcomed change and
was definitely something each of
those honoured will never forget.

Honoured next for her accom-
plishments in 92, Teresa Sherrer sat
quietly and listened as Jack Bar-
kley, (her public school teacher,)
recounted her life.

In a humorous yet sincere speech,

Mr. Barkley told some of the se-
crets that most in the audience were
not aware of. “Did you realize that
the main reason Teresa began danc-
ing, was because she was awkward
and clumsy," the audience laughed
in response.

In 91, Teresa entered the Miss
Ouawa Pageant. On her way to
Toronto to audition for a commer-
cial, and not having enough time to
enter the contest herself, she called
her mom in South Mountain and
asked her to drive to Ottawa and
enter her name in the contest.

After winning the pageant, it
was time to prepare for the Miss
Canada Pageant in Toronto. With a
minimal amount of time to prepare,
as opposed to other girls in the
competition who had had months,
Teresadelved into her work, letting
nothing slide, and giving 150 per-
cent of herselfto her school studies,
her duties on students council and
the upcoming competition.

Upon arriving at the competi-
tion, she was nervous, but when
they called her name as one of the
finalists, the world seemed to stop
and revolve around her.

Placing as 3rd runner-up, her
brothers and sisters sat glued to the
television back home, taking phone
calls from neighbors, friends and
residents of the Township, congratu-
lating her on her success.

Teary eyed, Mr. Barkley fin- <% i )
ished his speech and Teresa took to ek —— " a -
the podium. With grace and com- The Lions' Club's Appreciation Night in South Mountain
posure, the 18 year old Canterbury  above, Teresa Sherrer, Keith Fawcett and Marlene Fawcett, were
student thanked everyone who had g

to her family. - et o

“Without them (her family) none
of this would have been possible,”
said Teresa.

Up next, Marlene Fawcett was
honoured for placing as one of the
top ten finalists in the CKBY coun-
try music search in 1991.

A life time resident of the area,
Mrs. Fawcett was congratulated and
thanked for her many hours of
community service and for gener-
ally making Mountain Township a
better place to live in.

The last person honoured was 38
none other than Keith Fawcett.
Estella Rose, Keith's neighbor spoke
of his accomplishments in the Lions
Club, as a Councillor and as Reeve
of the Township. :

“" The Weekly Advance, Wednesday, April 1, 1992

was a great success. Pictured
all honoured for their pcrsonal

i
iy
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South Mountain
plays regal hall

OTTAWA — One of Canada’s top
country groups, South Mountain
entertained last weekend in Canada’s
most regal or vice-regal of settings.

The five-member group per-
formed in a free concert at the Gover-
nor General’s residence Sunday.

South Mountain, which takes its
name from the Dundas County vil-
lage of the same name has garnered
recognition by its peers in recent
months.

The band, which consists of

guitarist Steve Piticco, singer-
guitarist Laurie Piticco, singer- bas-
sist Todd Nolan, fiddler Don Reed
and drummer Bill Carruthers, is
competing against Prairie Oyster and
Blue Rodeo for Group of the Year
honors in the Canadian Country
Music Association annual awards.
Piticco, Nolan, Carruthers and
Reed are also included in the
CCMA’s All-Star Band Citations.

The Winchester Press_ Wed., Aug. 26, 1992

' Onstage at the north end of the
hall, the groups first gold record sat
with other memorabilia that they
had gathered across the country and
touring Europe, a tribute to their
success thus far.

A short video prepared by the
band documented a few perform-
ances, special awards, and an ap-.
perance: on the Tommy Hunter Show.

Y m e -
" The award winning country music band South
“ Mountain was honored by the Mountain
~# Township and District Lions Club last Thursday
“ night at its appreciation night. Manager Larry
- Code, and band members Todd Nolan, Laurie
Laporte-Piticco, Steve Piticco and Don Reex
were presented with a plaque for their contribu
tion to their community. '
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c fair

l Mountain Lions auction AT T wl . —
F evening at the

New executive for Mountain Lions Club

The Mountain Lions Club have installed their new executive for the coming year. In the
front row (left to right) are: Delle Palme, secretary; Roy Page, treasurer; Brian Telford, past
president; Bob Derraugh, president; Terry Triskle, first vice-president; and Aurele Ouellette,
second vice-president. Pictured in the back row: Roy Sherrer, Lion tamer; Terry Foley, director;
Leo Backes, bulletin editor; Jim Fawcett, director; Gerry Lecuyer, membership chairman; Larry
Bazinet, director; Barry Scott, director; and Alex Lough, third vice-presdient.

-

The Weekly Advance, Wednesday, June 24, 1992
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The Mountain Lions Club held their annual fdralslnn'gv 7auctio Ffidasl
grounds in South Mountain. A good crowd of bargain hunters turned out for the event

I which featured everything from ironing boards to donkey flower carts. Donations of items
. to the auction continued even after the bidding started and area residents are to be com-

|, mended for their support of the event.

|
i
|
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Telford with a plaque commemorating the club’s charter.

CHALIEH 3
MONARCH e

S o

[ : o .

The Mountain Township and District Lions Club celebrated its
10 years of community service recently with a dinner and
awards night at the South Mountain Agricultural Hall. Lions

regional chairman Jean Goulet presented Lions President Brian
'

The Winchester Press  Wed., March 25, 1992




Mountain Lions OfﬁCial!y
open new par ' “‘“ o

P
£ o

f';._ Almost 14 months to the day
from when the project was first
‘started, The Mountain Township
and District Lions club hosted the
official opening Saturday of their
new park in Hallville, marking the
completion of one more communi-
ity project for this relatively young
‘service club.

It was on July 3rd, 1984, that
Mountain Council first gave their
‘approval to the concept, allowing
the Club to develop the township
owned property into the well used

' park setting that the large crowd

! found there on Saturday, and pro-

' vide an estimated $3,000 worth of
equipment.

Mountain Lions Club President
Hugh Blaine began the ceremony
shortly after noon, introducing
some of the major organizers
behind the park project, beginning
with the immediate Past President

of the Club, Barry Shane.

Shane went on to recognize the
efforts of Lion Larry Bazinet who
was the major force behind the
park work. The club also paid
tribute to local contractors Red-
mond Sand and Gravel and Forbes
Building Materials for their help in
preparing the site and special men-

tion was made of the many
neighbours who pitched in to help
in clearing the site for the park. |
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Cub and Beaver programs
setting up in Mountain

Mountain Township could have
its own Cub and Beaver groups in
a few weeks. An organizer says he’s
surprised at the positive response. |

Edward Dizazzo is running the
Beaver colony for kids five, six and
seven years old. He says he and
Cub organizer Alison Tucker
sought out support in the com-
munity before sending notices
home with Nationview and Inker-
man Public School pupils.

At registration night three weeks
ago, 27 youngsters signed up for
Beavers and about half thal
number joined the Cubs. And
Dizazzo says organizers plan to
work through local churches to
find other interested kids.

He says there has been a lot of
support from community groups.
The Mountain Lions are sponsor-
ing both groups, and the Women’s

Institute have donated time and Bea vers and CUbS ' ) s

terial for the cub’ iefs. . . . 3 BPe;
e The First Mountain Beaver and Cubs held their Investiture on Novembt

the Nationview Public School. Scarves were presented to all the boys. Be: ] _Ead :
Dave Mullin, Debbie Black and Ed. St. John. Cub Leaders: Alison Tucker. K .}"“]S'Qh
‘and John VanLanen. ~ IR,
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Mountain mail delivery route spans
three generations for Black family

One of the things Tim Black’s famlly had to get llSed to when he gave up the R.R. 3 Mountain mail
route was getting their mail delivered. The box went up about two weeks ago the first one they ve had job.

n 23 years,_age R | |

Ron Timmins
roads superintendent

MOUNTAIN — Ron Timmins is out
on the road almost every day. He’s not
a salesman. He’s the roads super-
intendent for Mountain Township.

Of all issues that face a rural
municipality, the most important in the
mind of the public — is roads — even
if it’s one usually forgotten until jarred
back to memory by a pothole.

It's also one of the most expensive.
Last year Mountain Township spent
$382,000 on its 182 kilometres of
road. Even that wasn’t enough to do all
the work that was needed.

*\We live in a country that has
frost,”” Timmins says simply. That
means roads that buckle and break. It’
also means living in a country that
requires months of snow removal and
salting and sanding.

Tribute to an old friend
The Editor:

I +

“*Some people don’t understand how
many miles of road there are in this
township,” says Timmins. I have three
men working ‘steady under me, but
there’s only so much money and so
much time available. We can do all
kinds of road work in a year, but there
will be the people who will say why
wasn'’t their road fixed or why didn’t it
get more sand in the winter.’

Timmins, 53, a tormer farmer and
machine dealer who lives in Inkerman
might not like the criticism, but he can
sympathize. In the eight years he’s held
the job, the township has become a
mobile society. And voters are defining
local governments by the roads they
keep.

“People are demanding more now,’’
says Timmins. “‘Roads play a pretty big
part of local government now because a
lot of people are working now outside
the home, and going to work early, and
they’re looking for good roads to get to
work on.”

Although he can understand the
frustration some people feel when their
road is an icy sheet or when broken
pavement is left unfixed, Timmins
argues that the reality of economics
places him in a no-win situation at
times.

. il

When Harold P. Black started
delivering mail in 1938, he probably
wouldn’t have guessed the job would
stay in his family for three generations.

His wife, Mabel and son, Norman
took over the R.R. 3 Mountain route
for 26 years between them. Grandson
Gordon Black had it for a year, until

he turned it over to his brother, Tim
‘Black, three years ago.

Canada Post paid Tim $549 a
month to go to the Mountain Post Of-
fice every weekday morning to sort let-
ters, parcels and advertising and
deliver them to almost 100 boxes on
the 26 km. route. Out of that, he had
to buy gas and cover the cost of keep-
ing his battered Datsun F-10 going.

With all the starting and stopping on
the route, that meant a new set of
brake shoes every three months. ‘I
made sure it stayed running,’’ he says,
“But it didn’t run perfectly all the
time, though.”’

But he was able to save enough to
put himself through a 10-month
maintenance technician course at Con-
trol Data Institute, a computer and
electronics training school in Ottawa.

His schedule often kept him busy
from mormng to night, “‘It was get-
mits, doing the mail
hing to school or

at Bayfield Manor and veteran of
countless mail deliveries, says there
was no other way. ‘‘You never get a
holiday,’’ delivering on a rural mail
route, she says.

But the long hours paid off when
Tim graduated in June, 1984. Through
the institute, he found full-time work
in production control with Computing
Devices Co. in Bell’s Corners.

It was too good an offer to turn
down, so he looked for another fami-
ly member to take the route, but the
only candidates were his two nephews,
aged five and six.

There was another thing to consider.
His father, Bert, was taken ill in
January, and by April the doctors
diagnosed cancer.

The family, already close, pulled
together. Gordon Black bought out
the family dairy operation and mov-
ed onto the farm with his family. Tim
lended a hand when he could.

His mother says the crisis showed

‘the family they had, ‘“‘too many irons

in the fire,”” and they had to learn to
take things one day at a time.

Tim says everything told him giving
up the route was the right move.
““There were so many days when
thought you’d be so glad to see it all
go,”’ he says, but, ‘““on the last day, I
felt so guilty, like I’d let the family
down.”

brother, Lyall, died two years ago in Kemptville.

Many senior residents of the North Mountain
community will remember Wilfred Allen who died
in Sarnia, Ont. on Jan. 25, 1985.

A retired director of education in Western
Ontario, Wilf resided in Kerr's Ridge in the 1920s
and '305 His elementary and secondary school
education was obtained at North Mountain Con-
solidated School.

A graduate of the Ottawa Teachers’ College and
Queen’s University, his teaching experience was in
Northern and Western Ontario. After many years
as a high school principal he became director of
education in Wallaceburg.

His early retirement in 1970 enabled him to
travel, garden and give leadership in church and
community activities in Sarnia.

His wife, Gladys, and two daughters, Linda and
Patti, survive. A sister, Greta Clark, lives at
Mountain, a brother Walter in Brockville, another

The undersigned was one of Wilf’s friends for
more than 60 years. We were in the same school
classes. We kept in touch after he left his home

community in 1933.

Our athletic careers began on the Hallville
softball team, a majority of whose members are
now dead. Sport fans of Mountain Township will
likely remember such players as pitcher Roy
Hastings, catcher Deb Wylie, infielders Bill Ellis,
Mel Christie, Casey Hyndman, Charlie Christie,
outfielders Fin Evans, Les Brown, Wilf Allen, Ty
Hyndman.

Coaches and umpires were Bing Martin, Rob
Scarlett, Frank Boucher. Team bus driver was
Andrew Sipes.

A fine friend, an excellent educator, a patient
parent and a competent community worker has
passed on.

Charlie Christie

AV¥a

3y,




s, TEDec W

©

The Wylie residence is probably
the only home in Mountain without
a mailbox.

*“I guess I'm going to have to
buy one.”’ says 63 year old Walter
Wylie.

Wylie began to deliver the mail
to Mountain residents in 1958. His
last day was June 30..

‘*“He never missed a day in his 31
years of service.’’ said Marjorie
McDermont, Mountain Post
Mistress.

Wylie has been a fixture of
Mountain over the years, he has
brought the mail to the people of
Mountain, travelling along the
rural roads in whatever car he had
at the time. A rural mailman goes
through a few vehicles over the
years.‘‘You woulden’t believe all
the tires and brakes I replaced.”’ he
says.

The hazards of a mailman are
many, but those of a rural mailman
in Canada include a few more; the
weather, the weather, and the
weather.‘Back in the sixties, that’s
when we had winter. I can
remember snow drifts as high as a
house.’’he boasts.

When Wylie took over the
route, it took about four hours to
complete, but when he left it, it
took about eight.‘‘This was a job
that started off to be a part time
job that turned out be a full time
one.”’

As people moved into Mountain,
and along his route, his job became
bigger. There was Sandy Moun-

ountain

mailmarn

MOUNTAIN— After 31 years as a rural
postal carrier, the first thing Walter Wylie
did after retiring was clean his car — for a
week. i

*‘As a mail carrier it is hard to keep your
car clean. You would not believe the dirt
and dust that gets in the car from driving on
the shoulder with the window down,’’ said
the 63 year old, who joked that he was not
sure if he retired or was just tired.

As a postman Wylie had been driving
more than 60 miles a day on the RR2
Mountain route, which covers a wide area
of the township from the boundary between
Grenville and Dundas up to Reids Mills
boundary between Mountain and Osgoode.

““Many people think it’s an easy job, just
putting mail in the box, but that’s not the
case,”’ said Wylie, who retired from his job
at the end of June.

Wylie explained that his job would start at
8:00 a.m. or later depending on when the
mail truck arrived in Mountain from
Brockville. He would than sort the mail with
the postmaster before heading out on
deliveries to the 450 householders and
boxholders on his route.

When he started out delivering mail in
1958, Wylie said it took him about four
hours to do the route which has now more
than doubled and takes about seven and a
half hours to finish.

good and some bad.

He says he misses the personal
involvement which used to occur when he
just had a small route and he could stop and
talk to the people, rather then rush on to get
all the mail delivered on time as was the
case in later years.

As well, the retiring courier does not have

' many good words for Canada Post. Unlike

his fellow inside postal sorters or outside
letter carriers, Wylie and the rural mail
couriers do not belong to a union and thus
get taken advantage of to no end.

The rural carrier has no benefits, no
unemployment insurance, no pension,
receives small pay increases, has to pay for
his own car, gas and insurance and doesn’t
get any holidays. ‘‘If you want holidays you
have to train someone else to take over for
you,”’ said Wylie, who hasn’t had any real
holidays in over 30 years.

Doris said she was surprised when she
phoned Canada Post to tell them her
husband was retiring due to ill health and a
woman at the headquarters said that rural
mail carriers were not allowed to get sick or
even die.

Wylie was also disappointed by the fact
that although he took pride in his job,
hurried to get the mail delivered on time,
and delivered the mail in all sorts of adverse
weather conditions, no one at Canada
Post seemed to care.

While not particularly happy with Canada
Post, Wylie said he did enjoy his job and he
is sorry to give it up. ‘‘Sure I'm going to
miss it. You can’t do something for 30
years without missing it,”’ he said.

Wylie says now that he finally is retired
he will have no problem occupying his time.

He says he will work keeping his Hallville
area property looking sharp, take it easy,
and putter around with some of his electrical

During his three decades on the job,
Wylie says he has seen many changes, some As well, Wylie plays a variety of
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tain, the St. Johns subdivision, and
many others like them.

His day began at about 8 o’clock
each morning. He went down to
the Mountain Post Office, and
waited for the mailtruck to come
in from Brockville. After the mail
was sorted, he would set out to get
the mail to the people. But the
hardest trick was to get everything
delivered in time to get the outgo-
ing mail on the truck that left the

Mountain Post Office at

3:45.Sometimes [ just didn’t
make it.”’

Through rain and sleet and
hail... is a cliche’ oath meant for
the American mailmen who didn’t

-have to put with a Canadian

winter.‘‘The Post office says you

‘never have have to beak your own

track(in the snow), but I broke
plenty in my day.’’says Wylie.*‘]
would look down a road and try to
figure out whether or not I could
make it. Sometimes I didn’t.”’ he
explains.““If I got stuck, I would
get a farmer to pull me out.”’

But it is not just the natural
elements that get in a rural
postman’s way, the human element
can be just as obtrusive.

I got to the point where I refus-
ed to play flag games.”’ he says.*‘]
would put the mail in the mailbox,
and try to put the flag up. But
when I couldn’t, I couldn’t.
Some people with broken
mailboxes would hold up the flag
with a little stick or a block of ice.
Some people just don’t look after
their mailboxes. After a while, you
learn who knows how to use their
mailboxes and who dosen’t.”’

The winter can play havoc with
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those who work outside.*When a
snowplow would come and plow a
road, where do they put the
snow?’’ he querries.*‘So 1 would
come along, and someone has put
a cardboard box on top of the snow
drift where their mailbox was.”’

And there are some people
however, who are not satisfied with
sending a conventional letter or
package.

““I once delivered a crate of 100,
day old chicks. I drove them twenty
miles until I delivered them.”’ he
says.‘‘He didn’t want to pick them
up at the post office, he wanted
them delivered.”’

And, as expected, humans are
not the only problem. Wylie says
he often had a problem with birds.
He says they like to make nests in
mailboxes. He says he would put
the mail in the box, and bird would

come along, and fly away with -

it.**They can’t read, so they’ll take
cheques.”’ he says.

But one of the more peculiar oc-
curances was when two german
shepards kept nipping at the front
tires of his truck.*“Every time I
came, they were there both biting
the two front tires. They were pret-
ty strong because I could feel them
on the steering wheel. After a
while, the tires were covered with
teeth marks. But one day, they
came out, did the same thing, and
I could hear a ‘sssssssss’. They put
a hole right through the tire. I
wou.ldn’t of believed it if I didn’t
see it.”’

Wylie began working as a
schoolbus driver. And at sixteen
that made for some interesting cir-
cumstances.‘‘l drove my own

and welding tools.

instruments, from accordion to violin and
guitar, and he used to have a band with
members of his family, called the Bar W
Rangers.

*“If I need to amuse myself I'll do some

picking and a grinning.’’

classmates to school. After that, I
drove their kids.”’

And that is probably the biggest
asset of being a bus driver and a
mailman; the contact with people.

“l know everybody on ‘the
route.”’ Wylie says. Not all of them
personally, but by name. He says
after a while, you get to
know‘‘how’’to deliver the mail.

If Wylie has to deliver a letter to
a Smith, and there are four Smiths
on the route, he can usually tell
who it's for.

“You get to know who people
deal with. If a Smith gets a letter

' from Ford, and he has a Chevy,

well, you can tell who gets what.”’

But after years of delivering the
mail, Wylie’s health slowed him
down a bit. A bout with skin cancer
and being diagnosed with diabeties
made him finally decide to call it
quits.

‘It was an interesting job, that’s
for sure.”

But just because a man retires,
that doesn’t mean he slows down.
He and his wife have six children,
and he says he has plenty of cat-
ching up to do.*“I've been letting
things slide around the property, so
I've got some work to do.”
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Mountain Post Office celebrates

100 years of serving

Mrs. Lillian Van Allen remembers
the days when the price of sending a
first class letter was just 4 cents, the
Christmas mail was delivered by horse
and cutter, and a postal strike was
unheard of.

The Mountain Post office is
celebrating its Centennial, and Mrs.
Van Allen along with husband Clair
were responsible for making sure the
mail got through for 35 of those 100
years,

Mountain’s first version of Canada
Post opened its doors in 1883, almost
40 years after the one in neighboring
South Mountain began operations.

Mountain’s first postmaster was a
man by the name of Reuban Shaver,
Clair Van Allen’s grandfather. Mr.
Shaver began his ambitious project in
the cramped quarters of a general store
belonging to son-in-law, Samuel Van
Allen.

The store, located on Main St., was
tucked away in one end of the Van
Allen residence. It was a small, narrow
room of the house, with shelves on the
east wall. In the middle of the shop
stood a candy showcase fully stocked,

‘with counter down the centre.

In the closed quarters, there was lit-
tle more than enough room to walk
between the counter and the west wall.
The post office was tucked away in the
rear.

In 1898, Reuban Shaver retired, and
son-in-law Samuel Van Allen took
over the operation of the post office.

Their was no home delivery at the
Mail was sorted into various pidgeon
holes and residents would come in to
pick it up themselves. Rural route
delivery wasn’t started until 1910,
when three mailmen were hired to
serve RRI1, RR2, and RR3.

The Van Allen’s kept up the

business in the awkward conditions
until 1936, when the building was ex-
panded. A new residence was added to
the east side of the house, and the Van
Allen family rooms converted to add
more room to the store.

A new entrance on the west side of
the building gave people easier access
to the post office on days when the
store closed early. An apartment was
also built for Clair and Lillian Van
Allen on the second floor.

Mr Van Allen passed away in 1939.
His son Allen and daughter-in-law
Elsie took over the general store, while
son Clair took over as third generation
postmaster.

Clair Van Allen and Lillian operated
the post office on the same daily
routine.

Mail would come into the store by
the Toronto-Smith Falls-Montreal
train four times a day. As well, a bag
from South Mountain, and two from
Hallville would also have to be sorted.

The first load would come in at
around 8 a.m. There were no
automatic  sorting machines,
everything was divided by hand into
either local mail, registered , RRI,
RR 2, or RR 3. Three mailmen would
come into help the Van Allen’s at this
task. An average of 7 bags, each
weighing about 50 Ibs would come in-
to the office every day for sorting.

The mail would be ready for
delivery around 9:30 a.m. The
mailmen would then take to,

gi! g
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Trains played a large part in the
early days of mail delivery. The

first train to serve Mountain began
in 1887 with a second following in
1910. Both trains were eventually
discontinued, the first in 1951. The
last train stopped at the Mountain
post office on April 24, 1960.

Today the Mountain post office
services approximately 540 people
and has two rural routes.

Throughout the years it has re-
mained as a centre of the communi-
ty, as Marjorie will attest.

*“Two gentlemen come in here
every morning,”’ she said. ‘‘They
live on rural routes but they come
in to find out what has been hap-
pening. It’s their morning out.”’

Mountain

post office

Post office in the a'ays‘of bSamuel Van Allen.
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either cars in summer, or if there was
snow on the ground a horse and cut-
ter would get the mail through.

As today, the three would not only
deliver, but would also take rural mail
back into town. All you had to do was

leave it in your box.

Back in the fourties, Eatons and
Sears catalogue orders were also
popular. Cash would be left right in-
side the order and the Van Allen’s
would take care of the request back at
the post office.

There were no salaries back then.
The Postmaster was paid on the
number of stamps he sold to
customers, and the number of letters
he handled through the course of the
day. It was what was known as a direct
revenue operation.

In 1948, Clair Van Allen bought a
house two doors down from the post
office on the corner with the adjacent
street. A house and tin shed were con-
verted into a residence, a new general
store, and a post office. He wanted to
start the business because Allen and
Elsie were moving to Kemptville. The
old post office location became
McNeill’s general store in 1949

It was pretty much the same old
routine at the post office over the
years. There were however, a few
changes along the way.

The three routes were later con-
verted into two, with RR2 and RR3
being combined.

Train service to the area stopped on
April 24, 1960. By then, the Smith

Falls reute was no longer serving

Mountain. Instead, mail came direct-
ly by bus from Brockville.

Things were not always quiet at the
office either. In December of 1960,
the Post Office was the scene of an at-
tempted robbery by a man toting a

Clair and Lillian Van Allen in early 1970’

sawed-off shot gun. The robber
entered the store, hoisted the gun over
the counter and demanded cash.

At first, the Van Allens thought it
was a joke. But when Clair Van Allen
realized the robber was serious, he
grabbed a childrens saucer toboggan
lying around for home delivery, and
rushed the thief.

The robber became panicked and
ran out the door, firing a shot into the
roof, and one out the door before
jumping into a get-away car.

Mr. Van Allen received a commen-
dation from the Postmaster General
for his bravery.

Clair Van Allen retired in 1969, and
passed over the post office operations
to Lillian. Mrs. Van Allen carried on
the postmaster tradition until her
retirement about 5 years later.

In 1973, Ken McDiarmid became
the first postmaster not of the Van
Allen line. He had purchased the
McNeill store from original owner
Harry McNeill in 1970, and moved the
post office back to its original loca-
tion. It was at this time that the union
came into the Mountain office.

In 1975, a fire gutted the building.

The McDiarmid’s bought the old
school on the Mountain turn-off near
the railroad tracks and began conver-
ting it into another store. They then
leased the old Van Allen store to
operate the post-office until their new
store was ready later on that year.

Ken McDiarmid carried on as
postmaster until his death in 1977,
when his wife and present postmaster
took on the job.

Today, the Mountain post office
services approximately 540 people, and
still maintains its two rural routes.
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Mountain musings

by Shirley Mills
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the draw sponsored by the Mountain Lions Club was held. but as we understand it, if the b
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The winner of the satellite dish was Dan Xatruch from  Oron an accession road,
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yeled materials at

Perth and the third prize winner of $100 was Ian Woods of Some time in the future, p 7
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Coming up on Sat., July 20 is the annual beef barbecue which [t is with regret that the M, .
is held in Hallville. This event is sponsored by the Lions Club 2innounced that, as ij Ount:?m 21
and members will begin serving at 4pm, with a dance to 20p cans for recycling ng L, 1t will no longer be collect;,
follow. Tickets are now available from any member of the JVEr IWo years and CH.E 1S project has been in operaty 41
Mountain Lions or by calling Dick Blaine at 989-2963. rreatly benefitted. Now, -q the recipient of the leeedcoﬁr
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a wide variety of activities held there, either in the Ag Hall
or on the fairgrounds. Inside there might be dances, dinners,
talent shows, art displays or bingos, while on the grounds we
have been entertained by tractor pulls, horse racing, demoli-
tion derbies, the fall fairs. But now the Agricultural Society

d District Lions Club has

is co-sponsoring a fairly new sport. On July 21, beginning at

noon, there will be snowmobile grass drags. This event is also #‘.

sponsored by the Mountain Trail Blazers and promises to be Sb',;\
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le. If you are interested in participatin ns
y p pating, 0?0 °a§

an exciting spectac
contact Dwightor Debbie Harper at 989-2472 for entry forms. g ado% yests
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For a change of pace, how about an old fashioned hymn sing? a \c‘,‘;’;‘ﬂoog"“:;‘e :ﬂ
Such an event will be held at St. Peter's Anglican Church in N‘“@d?“’o‘m tbe‘ P
South Mountain on Sunday evening, July 21 at 7:30pm. Garth ‘;‘ead““%‘ a gfege(
Hampson, an ex-RCMP officer, will lead the singing which Wi 33 e ot
will include good, old-time hymns and a few gospel numbers. e 4 at “?:S
Light refreshments will be served and although there is no e? o(',xeb’e Sl
admission charge, a freewill offering will he tal-an fav “X"““?i fa"o‘_s
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by Shirley Mills w
The Mountain Lions Club recently wound up the year’s 2w stut™
activities at a special Ladies’ Night. This does not mean, “y e
however, that the Lions or other active groups in Mountain — ofe“nunso y
the IOOF and the Agricultural Society — have stoppgd mefl‘ﬁ
working. There were all the events of Canada Day, tl_iere will fub wbo‘f
be a barbecue and dance in Hallville plus snowmobile grass car gt 2
drags both later in July and, naturally, the South Mountain out oF
Fair. ] 1o & 1S
Another activity which is very quietly ongoing 1S the o3 ed
collection of pop cans for recycling which the Mountain Lions a‘a\ﬂa_ o
have dealt with for a couple of years. The proceeds go to \,eeam e e
hout fanfare, over 3,000 was donated from Wwin hew‘ anS ar
Sz‘ st 5 y“‘f“

and one which many peopP LA

ions Club. With new regula- e ags-
hip dump, would it be
for these cans? We could

possible to have © <
let people know through this column.

- -
Mountain musings
bv Shirley Mills
Greg and Heather Erwin and Dennis and Marie Puddy
organized a private New Year’s Eve party at which $250 was
collected. This money was donated to the Mountain Township
Fire Department. This was most appreciated and thanks go to

Have yo rs seem to have?

The Winchester Press wed., July 3. 1991
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* South Mountain
celebrates centennial

The South Mountain United
Church has been celebrating its
centennial all year in 1992, but
things came to a climax last
Sunday when the congregation
held a showcase of its musical
talent.

The events included a duet by
Marlene Fawcette and Dale Wil-
liams, and there was also an
appearance by the South Moun-
tain Choir. Dick Christie and
Charon Richardson sang a duet,
and the South Mountain Men
sang three numbers. |

Also included in the celebra-
tions was the Grenville County
Country Singers who put out a
much appreciated, and tremen-
dous performance.

The church has hosted a num-
ber of events this year, including

"November first was the official
anniversary of our building,” says
Aarie Hoogenboom, who helped
organise the events, “We celebr-
ated by having two services. We
had our regular service at 11:00-
am which was filled to capacity,
and that included the Harmony
Six providing special music, and
we had Sterling Irving as the
guest speaker.”

- In the evening the church had
another overflow crowd for its
list of musical talent. According
lo Hoogenboom the numbers
were around 160-175 people in

the morning, and over 150 people
in the evening. Some of the
people who were there were

forced to stand in the hallways.

a guest appearance by the moder-
ator of the United Church from
Saskatchewan, Walter Fargeson.

The Mountain United Chur-
¢h has now published a book
documenting its history. The
book was written by Shirley
Mills and is available through the
church or any of its members. °
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glimpses into South Mountain’s past

In the mid-70s, when she lived in
Ottawa, she entered a church history
contest earning honorable mention for
her efforts. In the early 1980s she was
asked to write church history for the
Inkerman United Church on the
occasion of its 100th anniversary.

That work made her the perfect
choice for the Mountain-South
Mountain United Church congregation
who wanted a 100-year history of their
church. Members first approached
Mills three years ago with the idea,
however it was only during the last six
months that she has been getting down
to the nuts and bolts work.

“There were times when I wondered
how could I get all the information in
and still make a story out of it,” she
admits. “It’s not a religious book, it’s
really the story of the people associated
with the church and the township they
lived in.”

She spent many months searching
through old records and conversing
with elder member of the congregation
about the church history. Records,
pictures, orders of service, other books
and documents from both Mountain
and South Mountain churches had to be
sifted through.

LAND PURCHASE

November 16, 1859 was the date the
trustees of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church bought land in South
Mountain. The Methedists, who were
one of the partners in the formation of
the United Church, held their first
meetings in a schoolhouse northeast of
the village until a wooden structure was
erected in 1860. It was replaced by a

" renovated and the building dedicated as

South Mountain United Church

by Shirley Milla

A few miles north, the Mountain
Methodist Church came into being in
the community of Mountain Station, a
great shipping point for farm produce
and milk sent by Canadian Pacific
Railway. The old Union Hall was

the Methodist Church on August 28,
1904.

When the Mountain Church closed
in 1969, the congregation was invited
to join the South Mountain Church and
did.

Mills’ research helped unearth an
important piece of the church’s past.
Amongst boxes of church archives she
had been given to study, she discovered
the original deed for the church lands
dated 1859. »

The deed was in poor shape and had
to be painstakingly restored through
the efforts of Douglas McNichol, a
museum technologist with the Perth
Museum

I-_Histoical signing _

n:lore lll)er;lll'axﬁent structure, a red brick “Area author Shirley Mills signs copies of her church -
. Church which continues to stand today, history “Glipses of the Past” (inset) at South Mountain
in 1892 at a cost of $4,000. United Church recently B :

|
|
|
|

Ine Winchester Press  Wed., April 8, 1992

Mountain musings

by Shirley Mills

Famine. We know it exists but few of us have ever had to experien<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>