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SABBATH OBSERVANCE. '
Several overtures having been read on the/
subject of Sabbath observance, it was ngloul{
to forward an address to her Mujesty, all
memorial to the TPreasury, and petitions 10 hoth
Houses of Parliament on the subject—the
as to be presented by Lord Haddington
H. Johastone, Esq.
EMPLOYMENT OF PROBATIONERS.
Dt. Crasox gave in the report of a com
tee, the object of which was to ingnire asto
far the prubmiunﬂs could be made uvzulublc-~
for extending the influence and usefulness of
the church. It appeared, by refurns given 10
by, Presbyteries (several had not made a'ny.),
that there were 592 probationers residing within
(heir bounds ; and making allowance for those|
returned, and for those out of Seotland. the
.d that the wholc number]
of licentiates could not be fewer than 700.
the 992 returned, 276 were ('ll!}lln)'(‘d us as
ants or missionaries, 148 as teachers, lf%l {
were unemployed, and 37 were engaged in
cecular employments, and €5 of the whole
pumber could preach in Gaclic. | The commits
toe submitted. that they should be re-appointed.
and authorised to issue schedules to: Presby-
teries, With queries as to the . pumber, namesy
aalifications, and oceopations of all licentiates
within their bounds, requesting answers to be

{'nrwm'dcd to the committee before the meeting
should also be

|
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The Assembly approved of the report, and

voted thanks to the committee;, which was re-

nppoinled in the terms proposed.
' STRACHUSR CASE.

Mr. MACFARLANE read the report of the‘
committee to which the case ©
‘been referred.  The committee recommended
that an assistant should be continued during Mr.
Ferguson's incumbency—to be filled up in
future out of a leet of three licentintes proposed
by Principal Maciarlan, Dr. Muir, and Mr.
Paton, it being understood that Mr. Tulloch
shall not be put on any such Jeet, and that Mr,
Ferguson be relieved {rom any existing inconve-
nience from putting the arrangement info effect;
and that the case be remitted tothe Commission,
by whom the arrangement shall ultimately be
carried into execution, should any of the parties,

object.
PRESBYTERIAN SOLDIERS.
Mr. DunrLop read the draftof the petition!

to Parliament, ordered by the Assembly on
Saturday to be prepared on the subject ol
Presbyterian soldiers. The petition was ap-
proved of.
REGUI.ATIONS ON CALLS.

SHAW STEWART:rose 1o present he
Report on Regulations on Calls. He said that
the Regulations on Calls had not been apprm'ed
of by a majority of Presbyteries; and, looking
to the position of the church, the committee
thought that the becomilg COUrse for the church
was to aliow matters to remain in their present
state. The Regulations had hitherto existed
altogether as an interim act; and the committee
were of opinion that the Regulations should
ted to Presbyteries, and passed
so that matters should be
ate. Returns had

Mr.

as an interim Act
maintained in their present st
been received from thirty two Presb yteries ;
eight of them disapproved ; nine approve
absolutely ; while fourteen suggested various
alterations; sod one made no report. Many

lappointed,

)f ladopted as a standiny

t Strachur had|!

d|jand lon

ab

Presbyteries w Lich formerly approvul had not
done o now {rom some misuplnelmu;inn.

Tae ProctraTor begged to move that the
General Assembly ye-transmit the Regulation“,

and re-enact them as an interim act; but having

by a resolution declared thatit isclmpl\'improssod

onsequences which must
arise fromany collision between the civil and
ecclesiasdeal  authorities, and holding it their
duty to use ‘every  means, vot involving any
dereliction ol the primiyl(-s and fundamental
laws of this constitution to prevent such unfor-
runate results, appoint ittee, &ec, and

a commi
feeling that itisinexpedicnt to do anything which
may tend to cmbuariass

the committee then,
do direct Preshyteries 1o ‘report all
disputed cases 10 next Gencral Assembly.

Mr. Duntop supported the Procurator’s
notion, und maintuined that the four chief Courts
of the country, the Crimival, Civil, Fiscal,and
Ecclesiastical, were independent of each other.

THE FLDERSHIP.

The overture on representative elders having
{ by a majority of Presbyteries.
moved thut the overture be now
Jaw of the church.

Dr. Cuok approved of the overture in many
respects 3 but onjected o its vagueness. He
did not mean, however. to ofler any opposition,

1 e motion was then adopted.

ASSEMBLY HALL. ,

Mr. Dusvop read a reportirom a committee
recommending the A:sembly to digapprove of
(he site for the Assembly ilall, and, as some
pew circumstances had (ranspired, to re-appoint
the committee,

The repoit was approved of.

A long discussion cusued with regord to the
funds of the ehwmel; but uitimately, at the
suggestion of Mr., Robertson of Ellon, a com=
mittee was appointed L0 consider the most pru=
dent meuns. of ruising funds for defraying the
expenses incurred in (e actions at the instance

of the Earl of Kinnoulls
The committee O

recommended thut an #pj lie
to her Muajesty for the institution of chairs o}

Biblical Criticism in the Universities,  The
report, which contained sone vther suggestions
of a subordinate Kind, wos agreed to,
" The ProcuraTor made a verbal report
with regatd tp the poxition of the Lethendy case,
Mr. CAnpriss moved that the Assembly do
record their approbation of the conduct of the
Prosbytery of Dunkeld, and their sympathy with
their brethiren of thet Presbytery 4o the painful
circumstances in which they are pl:lcﬂl.
1t was also renntted: to the Comwission to
advise with the PPresbytery as to the course to be

adopted by them-
Dnr. Syiri seco

adopted.
The minut

over, ull cau

with the unhappy ¢

been u”unvrd 0
Mr. Dunror

Theologieal Teaching
ation should bemade

nded the motion, wiich was

os of the sederunt having been read
<es not decided by the commission
of 183#, and all that had not been decided in
this A ssemblys wereremitted to the commission
which is appoime(l 1o meet on Tuesday.

The MopERATOR then addressed the Assem-~

bly as follows :
Rigur REVERENDAND Ricut HONORABLE.
It has been the becoming and useful practice
of my predecessors in this chair, to close the
proceedings of the General Assembly with an
address, intended to carry home to the hearts of
those over whpm they presided, the practical
lessons which these proceedings were caleulated
to teach, that they might bear along with them
a salutar jmpression when about to return to
the supﬂmlendance of the flocks among which,
as ministers and elders, the great Head of the
church had n_ppointod them to labour, 1 could
have wished, in following this worthy example
10 have had an opportunity of addressing you at
a tinie when yourattention was fess pre-vcenpied,
and your spirits were loss exhausted by weighty
-protracted duties ; and I do feel that,
ate hour, neither your patience nor my

at this !
th will permit me to trespass long on

own streng

s
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