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1. John, 1t 3, 18, 23—* My little child-
ren, * * * * believein the name of God’s son
Jesus Christ, and love one another as He
gave us commandment.

Here in the simplest and most per-
suasive language is that state of mind
and feeling of the soul pressed upon
those who bear the name of Christ—
that state of mind and feeling toward
God and man which forms the perfect
-character of the ransomed of the Lord,
the moral elevation, the spiritual worth,
and the glorious beauty of the children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

A legendary memorial of the later life
of John has been often told, but may
bear repetition, were it for nothing else
than the story’s entire accordance with,
and the light it casts upon the spirit
that pervades and filis this whole epistle
of the last of the Saviour’s personal fol-
lowers. 1In extreme old age, the fiery
zeal of his ardent youth all subdued, no
longer flashing in ambitioss aspiring to
pre-eminence, or flaming in indignation
at disrespect shown to his Master, the Son
of Thunder burns only in love. “ When
all capacity to teach and work is gone,
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when there is no strength even to stand,
the spirit stills retains 1ts power to love,
and the lips are still open to repeat
without change or variation the com-
mand which summed up all His Master’s
will, ¢ Little children, love one another.”
A misunderstanding of the Savour’s
word, “if I will that He tarry till I
come, what is that to thee ?” gave rise
to another legend that John did not die
at all, but is only slumbering, moving
the grave mound with his breath till the
final return of the Lord. The fond
fiction, if not true of himself, is surcly so
of his writings, by which He being dead
vet speaks, and wiclds an undying
mfluence in the world from age to age—
feeding still afresh the lamp of love, per-
petnating in the hearts of Christians the
divine image of their Saviour, and draw-
ing forth ever anew the fervent response
to His promise, “ Even so, come, Lord
Jesus.”

On such an occasion as this is, could we
do better than consider this new com-
mandment, which is also the old, this mes-
sage that was heard from the beginning,
this command which effolds all His com-
mandments, * that we should believe in
name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love
onc another”? Could we do better
than to lay it out in the form in which
she old apostle put it, and follow the
thoughts suggested by the simple words,
« My little children—believe—love one
another.”
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1. « Little Children.”—We }mow what
little children are, their limited know-
ledge, their facile receptiveness of im-
pression good or bad, their liability to be
mistaken, to be dececived, and led by
allurements to their hurt, their exuber-
ant joy in anticipation of frolic or prize,
and in the acquisition of a trifle to be
valucless in a week ; we know how thewr
undisguised selfishness will appear, and
then again their readiness to share with
young companions, their childish fallings
out about nothing, and again their easy
reconciliations. ~¥We bear with them.
We pity and soothe them in their sor-
rows, tho’ the grief may arise from noth-
ing more serious than a broken doll, or
a lost piece of silver,or the thwarting of
some foolish or impossible whim.

We think of their future—what we
call the stern realities, the work and the
trials of life that await them, forgetting
that their future, this after life of theirs,
is just the broader stage whereon these
children, grown to men and women,
shall meet nothing more joyous, more
vexing, more pleasurable or painful, or
even more helpful or detrimental to
their moral nature, than they are meet-
ing now in the earlier stage of childhood
—torgetful, too, that we grown-up child-
ren have yet our toys, our trifles looming
large and important like, our foolish and
hurtful desires, our selfishness, and our
contentions about insignificances, just as
we had when we were little children
about matters we smile at now.

By *little children” so frequently used
in lus epistles, the old, old Christian dis-
ciple meant the Christian people of all
ages who could read or hear; read the
letter he sent them. It was his kindly
affectionate way of speaking te and of
the people he knew and loved—an en-
dearing way of speaking—fatherly, ten-
der, and withal so down-setting to self
sufficiency.

The title is as applicable to us, Both
as it respects our place and relation in
existence, and as M respects our know-
ledge of God and relations to God, we
are in the state of childhood—*little
children.

(1.) As denizens of earth we are only
appearing in the opening act of an end-
less series, entering and passing across
the stage .of present life to scenes from
which the curtain has not been drawn.
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Holding by the “ three score years and
ten” life the oldest living man is but a
child in the beginnings of man’s immor-
tal destiny.

Our thoughts more commonly run
upon the progress made towards the
manhood of the race within the confines
of the “life that now is.” Man has sub-
dued nature, hasadvanced in knowledge
of all kinds, has traversed earth and sea,
gathering the products of all climes and
transforming them by manutfacturing
skill into textures and forms of use and
beauty. We have a vast and varied
literature, the accumulation of learning,
research, projound thought and fitful
fancy, placed within the reach of ordin-
ary intelligence. We have the results
of inventive and constructive art and of
scientific study: im astronomy, giving
account of the starry heavens; in geolo-
gy, describing the physical structure and
history of the earth durin% periods inter-
minable ; in physiology, laying open to
our view in their order and relaticns the
organs upon whieh life acts in man
« fearfully and wonderfully made.” We
have results in another order—in steam-
ships, railways, electric telegraph, great
cities with their all providing economies,
settled and cultivated continents with
their teeming industries, and govern-~
ment and laws giving cohesion, system,
order ; ministering to the welfare of all,
the least instructed and the muost help-
less partaking of the benefits the gifted
and the strong have osiginated by genius
enterprise and toil. Surely ours is an
old, matured, richly-endowed manhood.
So have our little children in their cir-
cumseribed world, in their lesser range
of thought, their industries, their import-
ant affairs, their marvels, their admirable
achievements in learning and work, and
theirlittle g1 eat gifted ones. And ourreal
life Iying forward in the future to which
this present life is leading, transcends
present life infinitely more than does
completest manhood surpass the child
life of the veriest infant.  Earthly lite is
but the childhood stage of the life that
is to be, to be passed we know not how
or where forever.

Can it be a question that Death,
which sunders the bonds that Jink us to
the seen and temporal, does aught but
carry on our life into the wider area of
its being and becoming in the unseen and
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cternal 2 The mind that now conceives*
and plans, and reasons, and judges; the
art that now countrives and executes
what the mind has projected, are but
the faculties of the child age in the life
of the immortal man. To what altitudes
and awmplitades they may attain, to
what capacity of expansion and power
of knowing and doing they may grow
after entering upon the hereafter, we
may conjecture with child-wonder, but
we cannot tell, hor even conjecture
largely, because our ideas in the present
life are the ideas of the immortal in the
infancy of its existence. This thought
gives an awful significance to a state-
ment of Scripture in reference to the
moral character of man when passing
from the present stage of existence into
the future. * He that is unjust let him
be unjust still; aud he that is filthy let
him be filthy still ; and he that is night-
eous let him be righteous still; and he
that is holy let him be holy still.”  What
solemn suggestiveness in that word
“still” in this connection! “ Holy
still; 7 + Filthy still.” Each one enter-
ing upon that veiled unbounded future
as he is, toswell and expand there in the
beauties of holiness or in the deformities
of vice. The forgiven sinner but a
child saint on earth to rise to the stature
of perfect manhood—to * know as he is
known,” and be filled with all the ful-
ness of God. The impenitent sinner to
dilate eternally afier his kind in the
wider sphere of existence, to penetrate
the depths of wickedness and be filled
with his own devices where sin uncon-
trolled and misery unmtigated hold
revel and make havoc among the souls
banished forever from the presence of
Lord and the glory of his power.

(2.) This brings us to the next con-
sideration. Weare as “ little children”
in respect to our knowledge of Godl and
our relations to God : that iy, in religion
both as to theory and practice. We
are all like children, impertectiy com-
prebending and scantily appropriating
the grace and truth which came by
desus Christ.  We bave the Biblein
our own language to our minds revealing
God, His holiness, His goodness and
trath, His love, His righteousness, His
heaven. It is like a bright light shining
in & dark place, disclosing the deathly
nature of sin and beaming on the sin-
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ner’s Saviour. Itisgiven to be a “ lamp
to our feet and a light to our path,” to
“ teach us what we are to believe con-
cerning God, and what duties Gol re-
quires of man.” And it accomplishes
what it is designed to do, so that
“ blessed are they that hear the word
of God and keep it.” But is not
the fact that the message from above is
in our own tongue brought down to the
level of our understanding, itself the
proof that the revelation is incomplete
and scant, an adaptation of the divine
truth to the capacities of men ? for what
human tongue can declare, what human
intellect, what earthly thought can take
up and comprehend the infinite realities
of the heavenly, or the deep things of
God, even in the communications of
Himself He makes to us?

We have theologies. elaborate treatises
on the doctrines of faith, and instructive
expository books in thousands. We read
and fancy we know the truth about God,
when it is not that but what men have
said about it and what we can appre-
hend of it that we know. Our Shorter
Catechism designed by its compilers
“ for such as are” of weaker capacity 3
take up any question in it, tlink over
it, and see how little of the ultimate
trath represented by it words you can.
grasp and assimulate to your intellectual
nature. Those who are most deeply
versed in helps—most given to search
the Scriptures know best how little they
know of the Spiritual essence, of the
real, simple substance in the most con-
descending and important revealings.
What is the nature of God—the Great
Supreme from everlasting to ever-
lasting—Author of all beings? What
is God ? Catechism answers, * A spirit
—infinite, eternal, unchangeable in His
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice,
goodness and truth.”  What is spirit ?
Something that is not matter. And
whatis matter 2 Who has given a satis-
factory answer? What is infinite ? What
eternal ? Terms to designate that which
is not bounded, has no ending nor begin-
ning—taat which by its very nature is
incomprehensible to our finite intelli-

ence! What is being? which we
should beter know, seeing we possess it ?
It is precisely that which plilosophers.
have striven' to understand, about which
they have studied and promulgated



172

theorics sinee the first day of philesophy
to this hour, and beyond words—-mere
words—no body can give an informing
perfect definition of being !

Coming to the matters that concern
us more,—What issin 2 Whence comes
it? How came we to be subject to its
defiling poliutions and withering curse ?
By *“nature;” by our coming into ex-
istence and that by the will and act of
God without knowledge or consent on
our part?  And what is that God in
Christ reconeiling the world to Himself
not imputing to men their trespasses;
the everlasting one cabined in the con-
tracted lite of the creature of a day ;
the maker and ruler of all in that Jesus
“meek and lowly of heart;” unsullied
purity allying sinners to Himself, * not
ashamed to call us brethren;” the life of
we who live in anguish and dying ¢ And
why, since God loved us, and God is
love, was salvation for us sinners pro-
curable only by the sacrifice of the
Holy One and the Just? We may
speak, and explain, and think, and
think about these matters. But they
are “ wonderful passing knowledge.”
We call them * mysteries.” But what
is mystery other than the limitation of
mind belonging to our present childhood
state. If we could understand them
they would be no mysteries. Mystery
is not an external veil over so many oo~
Jects ; that is but a figure of speech ; the
reality of the figure—the veil—is the in-
capacity of the soul in its child-state to
comprehend God and its own surround-
ings.

Like the infant that nestles in the soft
warm mother’s breast—though it knows
not what mother is-—that obtains the
life, the comfort, the pleasure there, tho'
it cannot form an idea of where it is,
and what its own gratitications are ; that
comes to know the mother’s face
and the eyes that beam upon it in love,
and the arms that enfold and fondle it,
but just as the presence of some incom-
prehiensible sweetness, and refuge, and
repose ;—so isit with the child of God,
with the spiritually taught and experi-
enced Christian man to whom Christ is
all; getting to the bottom of words and
desceriptive ters, getting into the beart
and inner sense of divine revealings, he
just lies on the bosom of almighty, all
wise, holy beueficence—feels in Christ
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the (incarnate) love”of God around his
soul, and the consciousness of rest, refuge,
satety, joy, in o love of God that passeth
understanding.

Here * we sce asin a glass darkly,
then face to face.”  lHere as to things
of God and our relation to God, and
other things unseen and efernal, we
speak as a child, we understand as a
child, we think as a child.  We reach
our manhood in this respect and pug
away childish things only when the light
of yonder world breaks upon owr eyes
and its life vibrates in our being. It
doth not yet appear »hat we shall be,
but we know that when He shall ap-
prar we shall be like Him, for we shall
see Him as He is, and every man that
hath this hope in him purifieth himself
as He is pure” A child-lite, a dream-
life is the life that now is, but the sinful
man that has gone to Chnist for the liv-
ing water and who abides in him can
say “as for me 1 will behold thy face
in righteousness. I shall be satisfied
when T awake with thy likeness.”

With this thought that we are but
as little children sensibly aflecting us at
the present moment, there arises at once
cause for serious review of our practical
actings with one another in connection
with ocur apprehensions and our confes-
sions of God’s truth. The Bible is a
lanp for all; and besides the written
Book we have the promise of the guid-
ing Spirit of God to illuminate the page
and the mind of the reader, and to lead us
into all trnth.  Yet numberless are the
variations of thought about the mcaning
of Scripture, as might have been expect-
pected 1f the fact had been kept in view
that as to intellectual and moral faculty
we are as children, by whom Bilide re-
vea'ings and all other revealings are im-
perfeetly discerned. It is the fact, and
1t couald not be otherwise, if' we inquire
and hold by our convictions, that differ-
ent coneeptions of what is the mind of
the Spirit, of what is the accurate pur-
port of this and that divine communica-
tion are formed by honest inquirers, and
differing formulae or expressions of
truth and duty are put forth and adher-
ed to. What is more to be deplored is
that these differences so frequently con-
duct to sinful alienation and to conten-
tions about forms, modes of worship,
church polity, and such like, which 1
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the face of eternity, and as compared
with the essentials of the Divine Verity
and human beliet, are of little or no
woment if'only the heart be right with
God.  We much need to lay to heart
the words of Clyist to the woman of
Samaria, “ The hour has come when ye
shall neither in this mountain norat
Jerusalem worship the Father, * * #
The trae worshipper shall worship the
Father in Spirit and in Trath, for the
Father secketh such to worship Him.”
Aud to service of this kind it matters
little whether rendered in this place or
anotner, whether after this manner or
another.

All over men act as children, and as
naughty children in this matter.  What
are called religions principles are gener-
ally our religions opinions, commonly
receivesl by tradition from the fathers.
What is calle® conscience is not seldom
our opinionativeness, our self will and
obstinacy.

In proper language * principle ” is a
primary truth of whatever it belongs to.
A religions principle is what a trae man
should and could die for. The want of
it, the survender of it, would underine
any systems of religion, would wither,
would' crush the soul relying on that
system that rests most on the rock of
principle.  How can we seriously aflivm
that ot one thing in a bundred of so-
called principles about which we dispute,
and divide, and fight 2 Is it of ecternal
woment which of the evangelical creeds
we have corie intelligently to approve ?
what  Church  among  Christian
Churches we belong to? what forms we
use in worship if the worship be at all
according to Ilis word, and God be in
spirit and truth soughi in it and adored ?

I have little sympathy and less respect
for the man who can run gadding about
from creed to creed, from church to
church, frittering around buliefs and
customs which are at least sacred to
some people; or for the man who can
lightly, and without solid and pressing
reasons, forsake the religion of his
fathers. But jus. as little sympathy
and respect shouid 1 cherish for the man
who would hold to any theory, even the
illy or the pernicious, merely because
his father did so, or he would have it so.
~Might we not, and could we not; as
little ehildren and dealing with matters
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very high for us. wive our best endeavors
to know and to do the best we can while
ever sceking light at the footstool ot the
trae light, and ver be considerate end just
to others, and be capable of thinking that
they may be as near to God and as dear,
and as close to the proper outward show-
ingof it as we?  And whom we think
wrong, and must think wrong, can we
not love these mistaken children 7 amd
pity and put them right it we can, and
pray for them and win them to the bet-
ter by showing them the better in our
hearts and in our lives ?

The tidings of the great awaking and
turning to the. Lord in Scotland excited
deep interest everywhere, and even
searchings of heart and longings for the
Spirit of Grace. Just before that ve-
markable movement the religious mind
of the country was convalsed by a strug-
gle that had been maintained for years,
to consummate on the one hand, and to
prevent on the other, a brotherly, Chris-
tian union of Churches historically one
and of the same faith and church polity.
And the whole soul was engrossed by
that strugale of that part of the com-
munity which is specially set apart to
bear witness for Christ, to call men to
the Saviour, and to look and hunger for
love, union, brotherhood,—and not set
apart to think evil of the brethren, and
to peer, and hunt, and excavate for
points to strive about. And God saw
it, and angels looked on, and they who
feared the Lord eried, and GGod hearken-
ed and answered and sent times of re-
freshing, and love and God-secking and
brother-cmbracing  charity  took the
place of the turmoil and the contention.
That is but a saniple, and notthe worst,
of mens’ doings in and about religion.

We are litile ehildren, often quarrel-
some and senscless children.  Good men
and bad will know it soon. O, think of
the scenes beyond our present horizon,
of the light that s to dawn, of the day
that is to be, and of the great multitude
before the throne.  And™ how foolish to
them, how perilous, so many of the ques-
tions that gender strifes among us, and
how great to them only one thing—God’s
love in Christ’s sacrifice for sinners.
Think, and in spirit you might join them
now in song * Thou hast redecemed us
to Gud by thy blood out of every kind-
red, and tongue, and people, and nation,
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and hast made us uuto our God kings
and priests; and we shall reign on the
earth.” We might sing and clasp to the
heart brother and sister trusting in Jesus
of ¢very age and nane, and hear in that
rush of love the sounds of heavenly
praise like the voice of many waters say-
ing “ Allelulia for the Lord God omni-
notent reigneth !  Salvation to our God
whicl sitteth upon the throne and unto
the Lamb! osunnah to the son of
David. Hosannah in the highest.”

We cannot indeed emerge from the
.childhood stage by thinking about it and
what is to succeed it in the hereafler;
but we can understand and admit the
fact, and with the impression this should
make upon us, we may study to be huin-
ble, hopetul, and charitable, and to know
the righteous Father, and Jesus whom
he sent. We can learn to be thankful
that we have a Fatherin God though he
hideth himself from our gaze; that he
that saw Christ hath seen the Father and
may know Him, tho’ this be wondertul,
past finding out; that Clirist hath van-
quished sin, though so strange is the pre-
sence and power of sin in God’s world
and over God’s creatures; and that a
manhood without it awaits all Christ’s
disciples in Heaven where they shall
be at home.

We can sit at the common table here,
we can wait on and hear the same Lord

rateful for the sensible signs given to

is children ; can enjoy communion of
spirit with the Lord, can hope in the

ather ]oving, and in the shepherd lead-
ing, and feeding, and guarding his flock ;
can rise in contemplation of the house of
God eternal in the Heavens, wiere with
all the members of the happy family,
with enlarged and enlightened capaci-
ties, we may survey forever throughout
the unbounded universe the mighty
works of our Father and our brethren’s
Father, and bask together in the sheen
of His love, and these thonghts will be
making sin to us more utterly hateful,
and holiness the perfection of beauty,
and Christ who did all for us precious
beyond our telling.

We can look out into the unmeasured
depths as the character of Christ
opens to us, and invest that character
with the amplitude of eternity, and,
wingless thouﬁz we be, in spirit we can
soar up.after.Him to heights of glory.
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II. And now, as says the Apostle, my
little children this is our Father’s com-
mandment, that weshould believe in the
name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love
one another.

Believe in His Son. It is a Father
who regards us as only a father canj;a
Father who has a son, in a special high
sense, an only begotten one—a son bes
loved—a holy child. And that Father
so loved the world that he gave this son
that whosoever believeth in Him should
nol perish but have everlasting life.
While we were sinners Christ died for
us, and God wants to give you the adop-
tion of sons by Jesus Christ unto Him-
self, to make you heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Cb ust.

Believe Him.

Believe in His Son—His Father’s ex-
Frcss image—His Father’s» power, and
ove, and willingness to save.  He came
to show us the true Father—the fountain
of all Fatherhood, as ours yearning for
our salvation, to ransom our souls from
death, and lead us to the Father recon-
ciled.

Believe in His name—i. e., what He
declared Himself to be, the life, and light,
and Saviour of the world; what He
showed himself to be in the blameless,
active, benevolent, human life, our pat~
ern; what He cid in teaching, warning,
promising, dying and rising, to redeem
us and our brethren from all iniquity, to
send the Gospel to all nations, and to
save all seeking salvation in Him,—all
but the unbelieving and rejecting who
have no cloak for their sins—who hate
both the Father and Him.

** There is life for a look at the crucified one,
There is life at this moment for thee,
Then look, sinner, look unto Him and be
saved,
Unto Him who was nailed to the tree.”

Believe. Thereis life in believing ;
life trapsforming into the life of Christ
in the Spirit’s moulding hand, and life
perfect finally in glory.

And then swelled and inspired by all
this love for you, look with a Christ-like
eye and heart on one another and on
all fellow men. Remember what child-
ren we are—hovr little, how inexperi-
enced. Remember we have one God
and Father, one Saviour and Lord, and
be like him. Obey him in this.
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There are motives presented by the
Apostle, some of which I have culled
from the Epistle, which is_throughont
one persuasive pleading and pressing to
believe and to love.  (1.) He is the
propitiation for our sins, &e.

We have sinned, then, and ought to
be able to bear somewhat with sinners,

He is our propitiation, gives us access,
made Keace for us, our sins forgiven for
His sake. Either actual or prospective,
this is all our hope.

And Ie is the propitiation for others’
sins. They have the same right in grace
to come to Christ, to receive of Christ
thesame forgiveness and life.  And they
are entitled to look to us for love, for
mercey, and brotherly service. Remem-
ber the parable of the servant who had
much forgiven—who to fellow-servant
danied the forgiveness of a little, and
what became of him,—and forgive and
be kind to one another. (2.) This is
the .iessage that was heard from the
beginning, he that saith he is in the light
and hateth his brother is in darkness
even until now. He that loveth his
brother abideth in the light, and there is
none occaston of stumbling in Him.
This is the old commandment and the
new. All commads are in this one, for
he that loveth hath fulfilled Christ’s law.
(3.) One of the many Anti-Christs come
or coming, and a formidable one, is the
spirit of hate. of isolation from our kind
in cold indifference, 2 very Anti-Christ,
and destructive of all abiding in Him.
No deadlier foe to our soul's well-being
can we meet. And it is one that, if we
yield to at all, plants itselfin the citadel
of our being, making the heart the abode
of the wicked one, not the temple of
the Spirit. (4.) God is love. Loveis
of God, and every one that loveth is
born of God, and knoweth God. He
that Joveth not knoweth not God, for
God islove. And in this was manifested
the love af God toward us, because that
God sent his only begotten Son into the
world that we may live through Him.

These are God's words, whatever may
be said of them. They stand torever.
Beloved, if \iod so loved us, we ought
also to love one another.

What more can I say? What is
needed for you and for me but that now
and evermore the spirit of love may come
down and reveal Christ in ug; that the
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love of God may be shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost given to us.
Then will we believe, and rejoice with
joy unspeakable, and full of Glory. And
then will we love one another with pure
hearts fervently as sons and daughters
of the Lord A%mighty, as together the
indebted to Him who loved us and gave
Himself for us all..

STt
THE UNION.

The Synod of the Maritime Provinces
in connection with the Church of Scot-
land opened its proceedings in St. Gab-
riel’s Chureh, Montreal, on Thursday,
the 10th June. ateleven o’clock, a. m.
Twenty-six members were present, a
very fair attendance considering the
distance the members had come and that
the Church numbers only thirty minis-
ters.

Owing to a very painful affliction of
the hand, the Rev. Thomas Duncan, of
Charlottetown, was obliged to refrain
from acting in his official capacity as
Moderator. The Rev. Mr. Herdman,
of Pictou, took his place and led the
Synod for an hour in devotional exer-
cises. The Rev. G. M. Grant, of Hali-
tax, was then chosen Moderator, and the
Rev. William McMillan, of Saltsprings,
appointed clerk. The minister of St.
Gabriel's was present and offered the
hospitalities cf the ladies of the Church at
lunch, for every day the Court might be
in Session.

Standing committees. were appointed,
and after the despatch of routine busi-
ness, the report of Rrcorp Committee
was called for. Before any deliverance
was given, a special Committee was
appointed to confer with the REecorp
Committees of the other Churches to
consider the advisability of establishing
one Church magazine to take the place
of the four now published. At a subse-
quent diet it was resolved to continue
the RECORD to the end of the year, with
Rev. John Campbell as editor, and in
the hope that there shall be but one
recognized periodical for the united
Church afterwards, that the publication
of the present RECORD be discontinued
after January 1st, 1876.

The Reports on the Dalhousie Col-
lege and the Widow's and Orphan’s
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Fund shewed both to be in a good state.
The assets of the first named amount to
820157, The Synod decided to create
a Trust and place the funds in its charge.
The Widow’s and Orphan’s Fund was
commenced four vears ago with the in-
tention of raising $8,000 before paying
any annuities.  Ahhough several Pres-
byteries have not . contributed  their
quotas the capital alveady amounts to
&7,000.

HOME MISKRIONS,

Mr. Graxrt, Convenor, reported the
finanees to be in asatisfactory condition,
and a large increase in the number off
catechists, while the number of ministers
and licentiates remain the same as when
the board was organized seven vears
aro.  ‘The sum drawn from the Colonial
Committee for all purposes has decreased
from £6,500 annually to aboat $1,000.
The amonunt vaised within the bounds of
the Synod Last year for Home Missionary
purposes was $2,000.  In addition to
which a legacy of 21,660 had been ve-
ceived from the late Mr. Geo. Kerr, of
Chatham, N. B. The Board is muking
efforts, with goods hopes of success, to
ra'.e the mintmwum stipend all over the
Synod to $1,000 and a Manse. The
report further announced the arrival of
the Rev. Allan Pollok, as professor of
Church History and Pastoral Theology
in the Divirity Hall, Halifax, bis salary
being in the meantime guaranteed by
the Colonial Committee.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Rev. M. McLeaN read the annual
report of the Furclgu Mission Board §
while the mission at Santa, one of the
South Iebrides Islands, had to be dis-
countinued, the work on the Idand of
Erromanga was progressing most satis-
factorily under the charge of Rev. M
and Mrs. Robertson, who now employ
ten native assistants; there have been
24 members added to the Church out
there, and between four and five hun-
dred attend Divine service on the Sab-
bath. Miss Johns had gone to Madras
as a missionary, the entire expense being
borne by the congregation of St. Mat-
thew's Church, which thus presents to
the entire body a signal example of true
Cuhristian liberality, and should erase
forever from the "Lreasurers returns the
pitiful items of $20, $30, &e., showing
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the sums given by various congresations
to the work, The report was warmly
received.

Rev. Jas. Fraser Camenienn, who
had offered his services to the Synad as
a missionary to a foreign field, was called
on to state his views. e believed the
forein mission work was decidedly the
most important : and that a Chureh by
extensively devoting its energies 1o this
branch  would  gnicken  the  home
Churches. He quoted the passage in
which our Lowvd ealled on his dicciples to
preach the Gospel to ail the workd, he-
ginning  at Jerusalem, but not remain-
ing there, e desived to go to some
fichl where he could use the knwlish
language.  After prayer on the subject,

Rev. My, MeRar believed, from all
he knew, that Rev. Mr. Campbell wonld
be extremely useful in Madras, India,
where there is a very large heathen
popnlation that speaks English i under
Gad it was probable Lnglish wonld
eventually become the written and
spoken language of India’s 300,000,000
people. He moved a resolution, express-
iug a willingness to allow Mr. Canpbell
to g0 as a Imissionary, and noting two
propositions from the Church of Seot-
land for him to go to Madras, and {rom
the Canada Presbyterian  Church in-
viting him to go to Formosa.

CURISTIAN LIFE AND WORK.

Rev. Fraser CaMmesirn, on behalt
of the ex-Moderator, presented a report
on Chyistion life and work. It was in-
complete owing to the small number of
returns sent in, but such information as
had been received was of an cncour-
aging character. )

Rev. Mr. Hurpyray, in the course of
his remarks alluded to a very blessed
comnmunton service in Picton, at which
some 500 Protestants of all denomina-
tions were present.

Before agreeing to the final minute in
reference to the consummation of nuwion,
which ws in the same terms as that
agreed upon by the other churches, three
Ministers and one Elder, ladd on the
table a document tating that on ac-
count of the attitude of their congre-
gations, they were unable in the mean-
tiune to enter the nnion.  The congre-
gations referred to being Picton, Salt-
springs, Barltown and Barney’s River,
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all of which are divided on the (uestion
of union. With these exceptions the
Synod coneurred cordially in the Minute
for consummating the Union on the fol-
lowine day, at the same time express-
ing its belief that the separation from
valued  bretheen in the County of Pic-
tou would be only nominal and tem-
porary. And, in evidence of the Synod's
desive to maintain the old velations with
them it was agreed that they should
st ceeuny the same relation to
the several funds of the church as they
had hitherts done, aad as though they
had entered  the Union. Indeed, the
kindness and tenderuess of feeling mani-
fested throughout, between the brethven
who represented the dissenting minority
and the Synod, was most ereditable to
the hearts and judgements of all con-
cerned.

After the conclusion of all routine
business the following minute was passed.

“The Synod of the Preshyterian Church
of the Maritime Provincosin connection
with the Church of Scotland, havine,
after taking the necessary constitutional
means for ascertaining the mind of the
Chureh on the subject, resolved to unite
with the Preshyterian Chureh of Canada
in conneetion with the Church of Scot-
land, the Canada Presbytevian Church,
and the Presbyterian Church of the
Lower Piovinces, on the ground of the
articles of Union agreed upon by the
Supreme  Courts  of the negotiating
Churchies; and having, by the help of
God. completed all prelinunary avrange-
ments,—Does now, whilst recounting
with fervent gratitude all the goodness
and merey vouchsated to this Churchin
the past—humbly trusting that the Di-
vine sanction will be given to the solemn
and important step about to be taken—
and carnestly praying that the Holy
Spirit in all His quickening and saneti-
fying influences may descend largely on
the United  Church—ResoLve, and
hereby does record its vesolution, to re-
pair forthwith, as a constituted Synod,
to the Vicrowma Hary, the appointed
place of mecting, for the purpose of'con-
summating the Union with the afore-
said  Churches, and of forming one
General Assembly, to be designated and
known as the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Chureh in Canada, and
does at the same time declare that the
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United Church shall be considered iden-
tical with the Presbyterian Church of
the Maritime Provinees in connection
with the Chureh of Seotland, and shall
possess the some authority, rights privi-
Teges, and benefits to which this Church
is now entitled.—And further. with the
view of ratitving the act of Union. the
Synod  does empower its Moderator to
stgn in its naune the Preamble and Basis
of Union, and also the Resolutions
adopted in connection therewith.”

This was done and the four Churehes
were accordingly united into one, under
the designation of * The Preshyterian
Church in Canada.

GEALERAKN ANSEMBLY,

First Day.

Tuesday, June 15, was the day on which
the Union of the negotiating Churches was
completed, and Vietorta Hall was the place.
Each of the courts having completed its
own speeial work, they formed processions
in their different places of meeting, and
walked two by two, headed by Moderators
and Clerks,—to the place appointed. 'The
day was bright, and glorvious with sum-
mer’s fullest beauty. Al nature seemed to
swmile upon the happy oceasion.

Shortly after 11 o’clock the vast arca of
Victoria Iall was filled with ministers,
elders and speetators.  The number present
is variousgly estimated from five to seven
thousand  On the platform were nve
tables. Behind these, in the centre, was a
large chaur for the Moderator of the United
Assembly, when he should be chosen, but
in the meantime it was unoccupied. To
the left was scated Rev. . G. McGregor,
Moderator of the Preshyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces, senior Moderator, and
Rev. A. Faleoner, Clerkof Synod.  Onthe
right, the Verv Rev. Wm. Snodgrass, D.D,
Principal of Queen’s University, Kingston,
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of
Canada in co.. 1ection with the Church of
Scotland, and Rev. J. 1. McKermas, M. A,
Professor of Classical Literature in Queen’s
University, Cierk of Synod ; on theextreme
left Rev. G. M. Grant, M.A., Moderator of
the Church of the Maritime Provinces in
connection with the Chureh of Scotland, and
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the Rev. Wm. McMillan, Clerk of Synod;
and on the extreme .ight, the Very Rev. W,
Caven, rrmeipal of Xnox Collezze, Toron-
to, Moderator of the Canada Presbyterian
Church, and Revs. Wm. Reid, M. A, and
A.W. Fraser, joint Clerks of the Assembly.
Behindthese were seated several ex-Modera-
tors and distinguished clergymen of all the
churches, promincnt among whom was Rev,
A. Henderson, of the Canada Presbyterian
Church, the oldest Presbyterian mirister in
Canada, being ninety-three years of age,
and having exercised the ministry for sixty-
six years. A great portion of the floor of
the hall -as covered with seats, those in the
centre b ing devoted to members of the
courts and the others to the public.

A gratifying circumstance was the recep-
tion of a congratulatory telegram from the
Irish Presbyterian Assembly during the
diet. A cable despatch was sent at the
close to the Moderator of the Geueral As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland, announe-
ing the consummation of the Union. Tt is
pleasant to be able to add that Rev. J. 8.
Mullan, one of the dissentients from the
Union in the Church ot Scotand Synod,
formally withdrew his dissent during the
mceting, and gave in his name for Union.

Shortly after eleven o’clock, all the
members being in their scats, Rev. G. M.
Grant gave out the 100th Psalm, commenc-
ing

¢ All people that on earth do dwell

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice,

Him serve with mirth, s praise forth tell,

Come y e before him and rejoice.”

The whole audience rose and sang the
psalm with great heartiness.

The Veuy Rev. Principal Snodgross then
read several appropriate portions of Serip-
ture, after which Rev. Principal Caven
offered up afervent praver.

Rev. P. G. McGregor, who presided as
senior Moderator, arnounced that the
minutes adopzed at the last meeting of the
four courts would be read by the clerk of
each Synod.

The minute was accordingly read in suc-
cession by Revds. W. Fraser, Prof. McKer-
ras, A. Falconer, and W. McMillan.
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Rev. W, Reid, of Canada Presbyterian
Church, as the longest ordained of Clerks,
then, on call of the presiding Moderator,
read the preamble, the basis of Union, and
the resolutions connected therewith, which
had been engrossed on purchment.

The Moderators then, at the centre table,
successivelysigned the basis and resolutions,
in the order in which the several Churches
were mentioned in the preamble, that is as
follows :—The Very Rev. Principal Snod-
grass, the Very Rev. Priacipal Cavan, Rev.
P G. McGregor, Rev. G. M. Grant. While
each Moderator was signing the document
the adherents of the Church he represented
stood in token of their concurrence in his
action. Each signature was prefaced by
the Moderator saying, “In the name and
by appointment of General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Chureh of the Maritime Pro-
vinces in connection with the Chusch of
Scotland {or as the case might be in each
of the other three Churches), I afix my
signature to the articles and resolutions
now read.””  The signing was in each case
greeted with enthusiastic cheering.

Rev. P. G. McGregor then said :—The
Moderators ot the Presbyterian Church of
Canada in connection with the Church of
Scotland, of the Canada Presbyterian
Church, of the Synod of the Lower Pro-
vinces of British North Americs, and of
the Synod of the Maritime Provinces in
connection with the Chuarch of Szotland,
having signed the terms of Union in the
name of their respective churches, 1 de-
clare that these churches are now uniwd
and do form one Charch, to be designateld
and koown as the

PRESBYTERIAN CIIURCH IN CA-
NADA.

The Moderators will now join
mutual congratulations, followed by you
2ll, and while you hold hand by hand, we
will join in singing the 133rd Psalm.

The presiding Moderator then constitu-
ted the General Assembly wirk priyer.
The rolls of the different courts forming the
Assembl; were called i succession, by the
Revs. Messrs. Eraser, McKerras, Fulconer,

in
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and McMillan,—and these formed the roll
of the Assembly.

The Rev. P. G. McGregor then anaounc-
<d that the General Assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada, being duly
constituteC and having completed its roll
was in a position to proceed at once to the
election of & Moderator. He asked that a
nomination be made.

NEW MODERATOR.

Rev. Dr. Taylor of the Erskine Church,
Montreal, late of the Csuada Presbyterian
Church, came forward and said—

Brethren, the honour has been in‘xd'upon
me of proposing the name of one of our
number to be elected to the office of Mode.
sator to preside over this great assembly.
1 beg to Froposc the name of the Rev. Dr.
Cook, of St. Andrew’s Church, Quebec,
and recommend that he be chosen to fill
that honourable and important office. I
feel it is not necessary for me to do more
than simply mention his name to secure
his unanimous clection to this office, yet I
may be pardoned if I-2dd one or two words
ia support of the nomination which I have
just made. I might refer both to public
and private considerations in support of this
nomination. Let me refer especially to the
fact that Dr. Cook has laboured in ‘the ser-
vice of the Church for forty vears in the
chief city of the Province of Quebec—and
during the whole of that service has occu-
pied a distinguished position among the
preachers of the Gospel not only in hisown
denomination but among all religious bodies
in this Province. Jfitisa Scriptural rule
that a deacon discharging his duties well
shall purchase for himself a good degree,
much more may * draw the conclusion
that one who for such a long term of years
has shown himself to be & workman who
need not be ashamed, may be considered
worthy to fili the honourable office to which
1 propose to elect him. X may also refer 1o
the services which Dr. Cook has rendered
in connection with the negotiaticns tor
union. Me has laboured zealously, earnest-
Iy, and perseveringly in this good work,
and if we had not enjoyed his assistance
and the weight and influence of his peme,
I question very much whether this anion
would have been so soon and so happily
consummated as it is thisdar. I do not
refer alone to the services he has rendered
to the cause of union in this country, but I
refer also to the immense benefit which Dr.
Cook has rendered in the fatherland, on the
floor of the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotlaud. I beg to propose that the Rev.
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John Cook, D.D., of St. Andrew’s Church,
Quebee, be the first Moderator of this
General  Assenbly of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada.

Rev. Dr. Bayne, of Pictou, late of the
Presbyterian Church of the Lower Pro-
vinces, seconded the nomination.

The motion was then carried, the whole
Assembly rising to its feet, and applauding
warmly.

After the Doxology had been sung,

Rev. Dr. Cook, attired in his ministerial
gown, took his seat in the Moderator's

chair, being greeted with loud cheers. He
addressed the Assembly as follows :—

DR. COOK’S ADDREBS.

Brethren, ministers and elders of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada,—I thank
you very much for the honour you have
done me in placing me in thischair. Iam
very seusible that X can but inadequately
discharge the duties which itimposes, but I
see around me, from. the various bodies of
which the United Charch is now composed,
many whose sound judgment and concili-
atory temper have justly obtained for them
a large influence among their brethren, and
I count with confidence on their advice and
assistance should any difficulty arise in the
course of our deliberations. In taking this
chair in which your kindness has placed me,
I cannot help recalling the circumstances
in which twice before 1 was called to fill a
similar situation. The first occasion was
in 1838, and in this city. The Synod had
been but lately constituted; most of its
members were in the flush and glow of
carly manhood, new to the country in which
they had come to live, new to the position
in the church, ready for auy kind of work,
ready, too, for strifc and debate, though, to
say the trath, these generally meaant as lit-
tle as the strife of boys, who without one
unkind feeling wrestle with one another
only to exercisc their powers and try their
strength. Those were happy dsys, too
soon to ceme to an end. In a few years a
season of trouble came, calling for more
serious deliberation and moic strong decis-
ion. It happened to thenoble Old Church
from which we were all descended to oe rent
in two hostile partics, and to many it secm-
ed that sound principle required a similar
division here.  Of these was the then Blode-
rator, Mark G. Stark, a man whom I re-
spected then, and whose memory I revere
still, for his scholarly attainments, his gen-
tle spirit, and his unassuming wisdom ; and
as he left the chair to join the brethren who
scceded, I was called to it to receive their
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protest and bid them an affectionate fare-
well.  Of those who touk a lead on that
mcmorable oceasion, on cither side, most
have passed away—DBain, Rentoul, Gale,
Lsson, on the one side; McGill, Machar,
Urquhart, Black, Mathieson, on the other
—~let us hope and trust, to enter on the bet-
ter life in which they who tovk different
sides in the strifes aud divisions of earth
found themselves united in the higher work
which is provided for the redeemed and re-
newed in Heaven. It was a scason of
darkness and depression then ; of doubtand
uncertainty as to the future of the Church,
both here and in Scotland. Now, after the
long interval of thirty vears, I stand by
your favour once more in the same place,
and rejoice to think that itis a season of
triumph for which there is just cause thag
we should congratulate one another, and
just gronnd why we should offer thanksgiv-
ing to God. When I speak of triumph I
hope I shall not be misunderstood as if I
meant, or could possibly mean, triumph
over those of our brethren in any of the
Churches who looked coldly on the union
or were hostile to it. That is a triumph
yet to be gained, and which will, T trust,
be gained, by persuasive reasen, by concili-
ating kindness, by exhibitng harmony
among ourselves, and the practieal benefits
of union. The trinmph of which I speak
is of a different and of a nobler character.
Itis the trinmph of Christian principle over
the party feeling which would have keptus
apart; triumph over the sclfish principles
which are nourished and strengthened by
division; trinmph over the jealousies and
rivalries that grow up in a lengthened period
of discussion; trinmph in spirit over our-
selves in that which in us is least worthy ;
tiiumph over what hinders men {rom acting
together whom every consideration ot the
Master they serve and of the cause in
which they arc engaged should bind to-
gether as brethren loving and beloved.
For, if T understand the formalities of this
day—if I rightly interpret the meaning of
those deeds to which the Maderators of the
respective Synods have set their seals—it
is, that this day we resolve to lay aside the
hard thoughts we may have entertained of
onc another—and to drop the remembrance
of the hard specches which have been utter-
cd on either side, and that, God helping us,
no remembrance of them shall be allowed to
provoke strife and bitterness, but rather
that all strive after zood works. Is not
this the case, brethren? Have I rightly
interpreted the meaning of this day’s for-
malities? Then hath God given us the
spirit of love. Xle will give us also the
spirit of power and of a sound mind, power
to contend with prevailing evils, wisdom to
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choose the best ends and the best means of
attaining them; and then, though in this
union no object of worldly interest or am-
bition ean be gained by any of ns, the gain
in the end will be great notwithstanding.
There is an approval of conscienee ; there is
a comfort of love; there is the strength of
united action ; there is godly fellowship to
o forth with, and community of feeling in
the Christian work; shere is the hope that
fellowship shall grow and increase. May
this Canadian Church, of which we now
lay the foundations, be an honoured name
among those who contend for Christ and
His cause. Aboveall we have, as we trust,
the approbation of lleaven in the step we
have taken, and what gery can be conccived
to thanscend this? I may, perbaps, take
this opportunity ot saying now what I have
said elsu shere, that far larecer union is, I
trust, in store for the Churches of Christ
cven in Canada, than that which we effect
this day. That is but a small step to the
union which Our Lord’s intercessory prayer
scems to contemplate, which the necessities
of the Church in its preseat conflict with
practical and speculative infidelity seem to
require, which must be reached cre the
Church atmin to knowledge of the stature
of the fulness of Christ. When there was
so complete an idemiity of sentiment and
practice, it should not have required so
much negotiation and so many preliminar-
ics to bring people together.  Butnow that
it is accomplished, it behoves us in this
matter of union asin regard to all Christian
duty, to be looking and pressing forward to
greater attainments; and it might, I hum.
bly think, help to such attainments, as fav
as we are concerned. if we could be induced
to regard our Church organization and the
Church organization of others with some-
what different views and objects than those
to which we have been accuston.ed. In
regard to our own organization, it is of
course very reasonable that we should pre-
fer it to others, and it is morc than reason-
able—it is necessary—that we should dis-
cern in its leading features a conformity to
the reyuirements of Scripture.  We could
each of us be eloquent on the excellencivs of
our common presbyterianism as Dr. Story
recounted them in the last General Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland,—its love of
frccgom, its pure doctrine, its protest against
medieval superstitions, and its simple and
reverent worship.  Butit is not necessary
that we should hold it absolutely perfect.
“The perfection which attaches to the great
Ilcad attaches not ecither to the united
Church nor any of its organizations.—** Not
as though I kad attained either were al-
ready perfect” —such was ,the feeling of
Paul, even when he had become such an
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one as “YPaul the aged,” and as it is the
feeling of every believer, so should it be the
feeling of every Church in regard to itself.
No Church is cutitled at oue and the same
timo to disclaim infallibility theoretically
and claim it practicatiy.  We justly revere
the men of Glasgow in 1638, and of West-
minster in 1643, but they were not inspired
prophets more than we ; and no larger union
will be accomplished it we hold in regard of
them, or other Churches in regard of their
founders, that every parcand parcel of what
they established, is as little to be touched or
altered as the words of the Evangelists and
Appotles, or as if they had all been written
down in some New Testament Book of
Leviticus. Tuaking this somewhat humbler
view of our own Church organization than
we, moic than others enerally, ave aceus-
tomed to take of their Chureh organizations,
we shall be prepared to look with other ob-
jects to such other organizations than per-
haps we have teen accustomed te.  There
has been a strong tendency everywhere to
expose and protest agatust the ervors and
the deficiencies of other bodies. There
would, I apprehend, be greater profit in
looking for and marking the good there is
in them. I am dcliberately of opinion that
there is notone Christian organization from
the Chureh of Rome down to the last-form-
ed gathering of the Plymouth Brethiren from
wucence some good lesson might not be
learned, and which could be udded, for its
advantage, to our common Preshyterianism,
It is to the prevalence of such reasonable
huamility inrespect to themselves and chari-
table construction in regard to others in the
Protestant Churches of the Dominion that
I look for a unien in the future before
which the present—blessed and auspicious
though we justly account it—shall appear
slight and insignificant.  May God hasten
it in His time.

Rev. Dr. Topp moved, scconded by Rev.
Dr. Jenkins, the appointment of the Synod
Clerks of the different uniting bodies as in-
terim Clerks of the General Assembly.

"The motion was adopted unanimously.

After singing o hymn, the proceedings
closed by the Modcrator pronouncing the
benediction.

These proceedings occupied three hours,
from 11 A till2 2. s, The Afternoon
Session was devoted to praise and prayer,

sSecond Day.

The Assembly met at 11 o’clock in
Erskine Church. The members present
acarly filled the body of the bailding. Dr.

Cook, Moderator, presided, and the min-
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utes were read by Professor McKerras.
The first work done was the reconstruction
of Synods and Presbyteries.  The division
into Synaods, finally agreed upon, was as
follows : 1. Syrod of the Maritime Pro-
vinces ; 2. Synod of Montreal and Ottawn ;
3. Synod of Toronto and Kingston; 4.
Synod of Hamilton and London; 5. Synod
of Manitoba and British Columbia. OQur
Synod as thus constituted includes Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, P. £. Island,
Newfoundland and Bermuda, within which
the following division into I'resbyteries
was agreed upon by the Synod and
sanctioned by the General Assembly: 1.
Presbytery of Newfoundland; 2. Pres-
bytery of Sydney (Cape Breton}; 3. Pres-
bytery of Victoria and Richmond; 4.
Presbytery of DPictou; 3. Preshytery
of Wallace; 6. Yresbytery of Truro; 7.
Presbytery of Halifax; 8. Presbytery of
Luncnburg and Yarmouth; 9. Fresbytery
of St John ; 10. Presbytery of Miramichi;
11. Presbytery of P. I3, Island.

The Synod metin the afternoon and was
constituted by the senior member present,
—Rev. R. S. Patterson. Subsequently
Rev. Robert Sedgewick was elected Modde-
rator and Rev. A. Falconer Clerk. The
Presbyteries met and formed their Rolls,
and organized. The Synod agreed that its
next meeting should be at St. John, N.'B,,
on the sccond Tuesday of October.

The evening was devoted to Home and
Foreign aud Acadian Missions.

Third Bay.
Fraternal greetings and congratulations
were received from the Methodist Coufer-
ence and the Church of England Synod.

CONSTITUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Committee to which this subject
was referred reported in favour of next As-
sembly being composced of one in four of
the ministers and the same numberof elders.
After considering all the circumstances of
the case it was agreed to hold another
General Assembly including all, like the
present, and meantime to send down to
Presbyteries an Act foi 8 Represeatative
Assembly for the year 1877 and succeeding
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years,—the proportion of representation
being one minister of every four, and an
equal number of elders. Twenty five mem-
bers of Assembly to form a quorum.
COMMITTEES.

Numerous Committees were appointed
to atiend to various departments of the
Church’s work until next Assembly. A
Committee on Polity was appointed—
asort of Commission of Assembly—to meet
at Montreal on September 1st to deal with
a variety of subjects and report to the As-
sembly. An overtare largely signed was
read recommending the appointment of &
Home Mission Agent. The subject was
postponed. The question of the Bible in
Schools as referred to this Assembly by the
late General Assembly of the C. P. Church,
was handed over to a special Commitiee.
The subject of Sabbath Observance as sens
up by our Synod was similarly dealt with.
A special effort is to be made in the next
Dominion Parliament to induce Sabbath
Observance in Government departments
and on publie works.

The following gentlemen were appointed
delegates to the Conference which is to
meet in London, England, on the 17th
July—in reference to a General Council of
Presbyterian Churches,—Rev. Dr. Topp,
Very Rev. Principal Snodgrass, Dr. Willis,
Rev. D. M. Gordon, B. D. (of Ottawa) Mr.
Gray, and H. B. Webster, Esq.

MANITOBA.

OQur Church is still weak in the great
North West. There are serious difficul-
ties about the finances of the Manitoba
College. The whole subject was brought
before the Assembly, and it was at last re-
solved to appoint a Committe of five—Rev.
G. M. Grant, Convener, to raise the
money.

THANK OFFERING AND THANKSGIVING.

Mr. Croil thought we were likely to fail
in one of the expected results of the union
unless something more were done. He st~
gested that the Moderator take an early op-
portunity to issue a pastoral letter urging
all congregations to make a grand thavk-
offering for the mission schemes of the
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Church. He slso desired to see at least
two members of each Presbytery visit each
congregation within their beunds, explain
to them the history of the union and the
rosults that wers expected to flow from it
in a financial poeint of view. He moved &
resolution in conformity with these sug-
gestions, the pastoral letter to- be read from
the pulpit by the ministers.—Carried.

Rev. R. Campbdell (Montreal) moved
that some Lord’s Day be indicated on which
special thanksgiving be rendered to God
for the union.—Carried. The first San-
day in September was indicated by the
Moderator.

CLOSING.

On motion of Rev. Mr. Coehrane, the
thanks ef the Assembly were tendered to
the hospitable citizens of Montreal, who
had entertained the delegates, to the minis-
ters and elders of the Churches given up
to the services of the Assembly, to several
railway and steamboat companies for re-
duced fares, and to the several newspapers
in Montreal and elsewhere which bad pub-
lished reports of proceedings.

The Moderator, iu closing the Assembly,
addressed to them a few words ef admon-
ition. He advised them nct to expect too
much frem this wnion. A union of one
imperfect body with another could not be
expected to produce other than imperfeet
results. He especially asked them te avoid
all matters in whieh they were Likely to
differ. (Hear, hear). It would be the
easiest thing in the world for a contreversy
to spring up in this Church about the dis-
establishment of the Church of Scotland.
‘We had nothing to do with that. (Hear,
hear.) He did hope we would minC our
own business, and allow the chuarches in
Scotland to mind theirs. He concluded by
solemuly entreating every minister and cl-
der to look well after his own personal re-
lations with God.

Rev. Archibald Henderson, of St. An-
drew’s, the oldest minister in the Church
offered up prayer. Then, after the sing-
ing of a hymn, the Moderator pronounc-
ed the benediction, and the Assembly
adjourned to meet in Toronte next year-
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IRGIDENT AT THE MEETINGS OF SYKOD (R
MONTREAL.

The most touching scene ever wit-
nessed in our Synod was that on the
last day of the Session in Montreal,
when previous to adopting the final
minute to unite, the ministers of Pictou
town, Saltsgrings, and Earltown, and
the Elder from Barney’s River, handed
in astatement that owing to the atti-
tude of their congregations they were
unable in the meantime to go along with
the Synod, and that théy must there-
fore remain outside of the Church they
longed to be with. The Rev. D. Mec-
Rae gave expression to the sentiments
of the Court in the minnte on the sub-
ject, but bis remarks and spirit were far
superior to 2ny minute that could have
been conceived. We all had known Mr.
MacRae before as a man of great intel-
lectual strength, and a speaker of singu-
lar force and precision, but now he ap-
peared as a wan of deep and command-
ing sympathy. His voice faltered ; tears
started to his eyes; the thought of sepa-
ration for a time from brethren he had
long counselled worked and prayed with
came betore him in all its meaning, and
fairly overpowered him. And every
heart responded to the broken tones. A
sympathetic movement through the
whole Court, a deep sigh here and a
bowed bead there, all showed that a
single touch more would have turned our
Synod into a Bochim. Had the strong-
est opponent of Union been present, he
would have said, 1 dare not take on me
the responsibility of making this separa-
tion,—of keeping my minister from the
bretbren he loves, by forcing him into
isolation from all those he has hitherto
worked with. God wills it. The Church
has spoken. Let us not strive longer
l(?otd haply we be found fighting against

T .
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LETTERS OF REVDS. R. MGGUNN AND
T. DUNGAN.

The following letter from Mr. Me-
Cunn was received and read at the Sy-
nod in Montreal. We insert it with
pleasure, and also Mr. Duncan’s answer.
Our readers we are sure will be delight-
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ad with the tone of both communica-
1ions :—

Tur Maxsg, River JorN,
5th June, 1875.

My Dear Moderator,—

1 think it due both to you and to our-
selves, to explain to you, in a few sen-
tences, our position in the Presbytery
of Pictou. do not write officially
asthe Clerk of Presbytery, nor am I
formally authorized by, the miuority of
our Synod to make any statement.
Nevertheless, Isend you this letter, and
you may use it as you think best.

In October last, immediately after the
New Glasgow meeting, it was arranged
that 1 should communicate with the
Colonial Committee, lay before them a
statement of our position, and 1ndicate
that any further action, on our part,
would be very much guided by the re-
ply we might receive from the Com-
mittee, and the advice they might deem
proper to give us in the circumstances.
Members of the Synod are, for the most
part, aware of the nature of the reply
received. (I enclose a. copy). As far
as we are concerned, “ They have no
difficulty in frankly accepting and re-
cognising the cortinued adhesion to the
Church of Scotland of those congrega~
tions in Pictou who have not been able
to follow their brethren into an incorpo-
rating union with the other Presbyterian
Churches in the Colony.” They fur-
ther entreat all the parties concerned
to “follow after the things that make
for peace,” so that there may for ever
be cherished sentiments of mutual re-
spect and confidence, and-Iam sure it
must be matter of the most sincere
thankfulness to all of us that there has
been, in our Maritime Provinces, not
the slighest trace of Dbitterness, so far as
I am aware, between the two parties.
On the contrary, during the past win-
ter, there has been more delightful
working together in connection with
our “times of refreshing,” than at any
former period; and hundreds of our
Pictou people will have reason long to
remember tne labours in our midst of
our honored brethren, the Rev. G. M.
Grant, and still more specially the Rev.
J. Fraser Campbell. I need scarcely say
that the prospect of parting ecclesiasti-
cally with these beloved bretbren, and
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a score of others equally esteemed, s
extremely painful,

Is the parting altogether inevitable ?
Is it not possible for yon to remain with
us, sinee it is impossible for us to go
with you? Does 1t not seem as it the
ficrce contendings for Disestablishment
at home, made 1t all but necessary for
Ministers of the Church of Scotland
here to remain in her conneetion in the
meantime, and reward her tor all her
care with our very fullest sympathy ?

_ Circumstances have certainly changed
since our union negoiiations were ¢n-
tered into, and more particularly since
our last meeting of Synod, and the
change does seem to us suflicient to en-
able yon and our brethren of the ma-
jority to have firm ground tostand upon
m saying to the other negotiating
churches: “ We were quite prepared to
proceed to the consummation of the pro-
posed union, but for two things :

First—The certain  hopelessness of
carryving our Pictou brethren with us.

Second—The seeming  hopelessness
of permanent harmony between parties
that have so recently resumed, in the
old land, a strife that seemed to be, and
certainly should be, forgotten and laid
aside.

T shall be very thankful if this letter
shall have any weight in enabling
our brethren to deeide not to con-
summate what the Colonial Com-
mittee deeply deplore ¢ the threatened
division in the Synod of the Maritime
Provinces.” If you can remain with us,
we shall be a happy, harmonious, and
prosperous Synod, as of old, and with
our new and universally esteemed Pro-
fessor, in a far more favorable position
than ever. If, on the other hand, you
must leave us, we shall part sorrowfully
but happily, we shall part in peace.
Will you cause that this letter be read
tosthe brethren.

Yous, very sincercly,
RopTt. McCuxy.

JUNE, 1875.
Ay Dear Brother,—

Your letter of June 5th was received
and read to the Synod on the 12th. I
was absent on account of sickness, but
as your letter was addressed to me, I
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was vequested to answer it personaily
while at the same time the mind of the
Synol was expressed in the following
dehverancee :

{The deliverance will appear in the min-
utes next month.]

'This deliverance expresses my own
views so entirely that perhaps, it is un-
necessary to say a word more. Yet, as
you have written fully, perhaps 1 should
express at some length my own feelings,
which, 1 believe, interpret the teelings of
all the brethren.

With regard to the reply of the Co-
lonial Committee. it is sutlicient to poing
out that the principles they Iny down
for their action and guidance are all
that cculd be desired by ns.  They
frankly accept your remaining in your
present position should yeu feel it your
duty to do so. They could not do
otherwise. And “on the other hand,
they have just as little difliculty in pre-
paring for cordial co-operation in any
way possible to them with Churches
everywhere in Canada, as in all the
Colonies, united upon a basis satistactory
to the General Assembly.” Since that
reply was sent us, the General A-sembly
has met. The full debate on the report
will doubtless be given in the Ricorp,
and there is certainly no possibility of
mistaking the attitude and desires of
the Church. They shrink from con-
cussing any minority into accepting the
situation, but they ecarnestly deprecate
divisions in the Colonies on (uestions
agitated in Scotland.  They approve of
our basis and bid us God speed. Is
there then any other way of  following
the things that make for peace.” than
by considering our position from a Ca-
nadian point of view, and by going for-
ward in this country n the pathindicated
by the Great Head of the Church?

You suguest two reasons why we
should decline to go forwar:d and unite
with our brethren. (1.) The hopeless-
ness of carrying our DPictou brethren
with us.  We are not without hope.
Why should we be, dear brother ¥ You
all are in favor of Union and arc kept
back only by the attitude of youy Coun-
gregations.  And is not the Lord alle
to make them willing in the day of His
power. It is Ilis will that we should
be one, and that brethren should dwell
together in unity. Isit not your duty then
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and ours to ery unto Ilim and give Him
no rest till he turn the hearts of the
people ?  Besides, when the collective
Church decides in regard to matters in
which the Word of God gives no posi-
tive direction, is there any other intel-
ligible principle than that the minority
should fall in with the overwhelming
majority 7 But  especially when, as in
the present instance, the action of the
majority is not only in harmony with,
but is, we believe, fully and positively
sustained by the Divine Word, may we
not regard this as the will of the Head
as expressed by the voice of the Church ?
How dues our Chureh stand on this
question ?  Out of the 141 mimsters of
the Kivk in old Canada, only § dissented
from the resolution to unite.  Already
one. if'not two, of these has come in, and
we believe that all will follow, in a very
short time.  In the Maritime Provinees
our people. outside of the one County,
are unanimously in favor, and you
are aware that in Pictou there are
very many warm friends of union.
God has given us a great and broad
land extending from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. Much as we love the County
of Pictou, may we not ask is it reason-
able to require the whole Dominion to
wait indefinitely till Pictou makes up its
mind to march in line ?

(2.) You allege as a second reason
for dclay the contendings about Estab-
lishment in Scotland, >nd consequently
the seeming hopelessness of permanent
harmony between parties that have re-
sumerld strife in the old land. 1 need
not point ont to yon, dear brother, that
these parties have no existence here;
that there are no sueh parties; that no
Church Court in Canada has given or
would dream of giving any deliverance
on the question of dis-establishment.
These arc Scottish matters; and in the
languace of our first Moderator, Dr.
Cook, let the Scottish Churches attend
to their own business, and let us at-
tend to ows. What have we to do
with the question of Kstablishment ?
Neither you nor we propose to Estab-
lish 2 Church in Canada. We have
have enough work of our own to attend
to in this country, and we look to the
Lord for wisdom and energy 10 enable
us to perform the doing of it. Let me
assure you that in the re-united Church
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this qnestion will never come up.  Some
of us have doubtless strong opinions and
feelings on one side of the question, and
some of us are equally strong on the
otherside ; but surely the best way to
moderate those feelings and  to keep
them in their prop  olace is to come
together and agree  + consider them
matters of forbearance, especially as they
can never have any practical bearing
here. The Church of Scotland will
thus have many friends while she can
have no cnemics on this side of the
water. Surely it Is more to her advan-
tage to have in Canada a great Chureh
Vased on her principles and rejoicing in
her inheritance, than to have her inden-
tified with only a few congregations.

Excuse me for having thus referred
to the two reasons for delay stated in
your letter. To bave taken no notice
of them wounld not have been respectsul,
and 1 ean hardly tell you how much we
esteem and love you and the other
brethren in the County of Pictou. The
mere thought of parting with you is bit-
terness inexpressible; yet we hope and
trust that the parting is only nominal
and temporary. We have kept your
names on our roll that you may join us
whenever in the Providence of God the
way seems open to you, without any
fresh action on our part Dbeing nceded.
We have had to arrange our Presbytery
VLounds, but should any re-arrangement
seem to you necessary. it can be had.
We trust that you will continue to as-
sist onr schemes and to receive from
them any of the benefits they are in-
tended to give.

We rejoice with vou that God has so
blessed your congregations, that there is
not the slightest trace of bitterness be-
tween those who are in favor and those
who ave opposed to union. God who
has done so much can do more.

Dear brother;come with us.  Already
the Lord has done us good. We are
rising above mere personai and local
considerations. The currents ofa larger

life are flowing in our souls. Come
with us, and we will do you good. Come
with us, and you will do us good. The

Tord hath spoken good concerning
Jsracl.  Leave not to your children the
memories of division. Bring not up the
children of your people divided from
their brethren.
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With earnest prayer that you may be
guided of the Lord,
I remain,
Yours Faithfully,
TrOMAS DUNCAN,

e ;
> ¢

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GHURCH OF
SGOTLAND.

This vencrable Court met with the
usual state Ceremonial in Edinburgh on
the 20th of May. His Grace the Earl of
Rosslyn was the Lord High Commis-
sioner who, as usual, held his levee at
Holyrood Palace on the morning of the
opening day of the Assembly. The
long procession, usual on similar occa-
sions, was formed from the Palace to
St. Giles’ Church, where the intro-
duectory services of the Assembly are
attended. On the present occasion, as
usual, the attendance was large; and
the Moderator for the past year, Dr.
Trail, preached his Moderator’s sermon.
This over the August and select assem-
blage retired to the Assembly Hall
where the Fathers and Brethren are
out in full and dignified force. As the
Lord High Commissioner approaches,
the Signal Gun from the (gastle an-
nounces the fact, and as he enters the
Throne Gallery the Assembly rises and
remain standing until the noble Earl
makes his bow.  After which the past
Moderator constitutes the Assembly by
prayer, and after the election of his
successor, retires in his favour. The
Rev. James Sellar, D. D., of Aberlour
was, on this occasion, unanimously
chusen. His Grace then presents his
Commission just like an ordinary Elder,
which is read by the Clerk and record-
ed by the pleasure of the Assembly.
The Qucen’s letter is read and her
£2000 presented, and a few well chosen
words from the Moderator to the Lord
High Commissioner, and the Assembly
is ready for work.

Reports are then given in and the
Assembly is really in the midst of work.
During the year the death of Dr. Cook,
the Principal Clerk, leaves that office
vacant. They very Revd. Principal
Tulloch was chosen his successor. The
Assembly’s Report on Education, being
a standing protest against the expulsion
of Religion from the Schools, shows 120
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schools attended by 9,000 chidren.
This Committee receive much strength
from the friends of the Baird Trust.

Quite an exciting scene was witnessed
on the occasion of the consideration of
Mr. Baird of Cambusdoon to aid the
Aberdeen Church extension, &c., As-
sociation, on condition that we shounld
be satisfied with the arpointm.ent of the
first minister. At which such men as
Dr. Sory and Dr. Pirie came out in
their war paint, lest truly something
akin to the much feared and detested
patronage of which the Church so very
lately got rid. The matter was left in
the hands of a Committee.

The Report of the Committee on
Christian life and work was given in by
Professor Charteris, and among the
interesting facts which it brought to
notice was that the Revival commonly
known as the Moody and Sankey Re-
vival had wrought wonderful good for
the Church of Scotland. Dr. Wallace
regarded the work of this Committee as
unimportant, and therefore moved for
its dismission, and was seconded by the
Rev. L. Robertson.  Professor
Charteris, however, replied to Dr. Wal-
lace with the effect of securing the con-
tinuance of the Committec by a vote of
157 to 50.

The Report of the Endowment Tom-
mittee was presented by Dr. Smith.
This after all is the great work of the
Church of Scotland, as a national
Church. During the year 18 new
Parishes have been endowed, making
the total number endowed by this great
scheme up to the present date is 215.
Such a work as that carried on under
the supervision of the Endowment Com-
mittee must commend itself to every-
well-wisher of the cause of Christ
throughout Scotland. Church in poor
and more sparsely settled sections of the
land are taken and endowed so that
forever the ministers’ salary is safe. To
this amount the congregations can add
as much as they please; but they can
neither give nor take away the endow-
ment and the annual return yiclded by
it. It is the gift of the Church.

An important item of business came
up on the subject of the admission ‘of
ministers from other dissenting Churches
and other bodies. Applications were
'nade from the Free Church, the United
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Presbyterian Church, the Free Metho-
dist. Chureh, and from the Evangelical
Union, add with two exceptions the
recommended Ministers and  Proba-
tioners were admitted.  On  the subject
52 overtures from Presbyteries came
up. Some Presbyteries petitioned in
general terms that Ministers and Pro-
bationers be admitted in whatever way
the Assembly saw fit.  They simply
asked the Assembly to pass a law on the
subject.  Other Presbyteries sought the
Assembly to empower the Standing
Committee to admit or reject appli-
cants. Others sought that Presbyteries
have this power. The fourth class of
petitions sought that the Assembly’s
Commission have the approval of the
Preshytery’s actionin the matter. The
remaining class would give congrega-
tions power to elect ministers from other
bodies. A committee was formed to
consider the matter.

Professor  Blaikie, an enthusiastic
Geelic scholar sought and obtained the
sanction of the Assembly to the ap-
onintmcnt of a Celtic Chair in the

niversity of Edinbnrgh. He says that
no man ought to attempt to preach
Gelic ‘who was not master both of Gelic
and English.

The Committee on reunion was in-
structed by a motion by Professor
Charteris and seconded by Lord
Burleigh to approach the other Presby-
terian Churehes in Scotland, with ‘a
view to union, and after an animated
discussion the Assembly eclosed, rising
with the usual formalities.

02
REPORT OF THE COLONIAL GOMMITTEE.

Rather than give a brief note of the
work of this Committee for the year in
our Synopsis of the General Assembly,
we have chosen for obvious reasons
to give a somewhat more extended
outhne of its work for the yearin a
separate article. The work of this
Committee of the parent church is truly
an arduous one. lpts operations extend
over the whole Colonial Empire. And
besides all this, along the lines of travel
on the Continent of Europe, and where-
ver Scottish Presbyterians are found
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permanently located in foreign coun-
tries, this committee secks to provide
the ordinances of Religion. This is
somelimes done by appomting a minis-
ter temporarily to these places for a
few months during the travel and holi-
dzly season, or permanently as the re-
quirements of the case may demard.

In Ceylon the Committees’ work is
being prosecuted with its usual vigour,
and yet the complaint of long continued
vacancies and the impossibility fromn
want of men to get them supplied.

From the TUnited Churches of Aus-
tralia, Queensland and New Zealand,
gratifying reports have been received by
the Colonial Committee.  They have all
received aid both in Ministers and
money from the Church of Scotland,
during the year, and will continue to
do <0, so long as they are required, and
in their endeavors to raise a native
Ministry in these different Churches, the
Colonial Committee most heartily con-
curs, and most generally aids.

British Columbia is now in the enjoy-
ment of the labours of Rev. Messrs.
Clyde, Murray and Dunn, as the result
of a visit of the Rev. Simon McGregor
to Scotland, who, together with the
Rev. Mr. Nichols, of Washington Terri-
tory, U. S., will form the Presbytery of
Vancouver’s Island.

In Ontario and Quechee student
Catechists are doing a good work. They
are partly supporied by the Home
Church and partly by the Presbyteries
of the bounds in which their work is
situated.  And then comming o our own
bounds within the Maritime Provinces,
the most important feature of the year
is the cstablishment of a chair in the
Divinity College at Halifax, to which
the Rev. Professor Pollok has been, to
the great satisfaction of all concerned,
appomted. He is to occupy the chair
of Church History and Pastoral The-
olcgy, and we are happy to say that he
is now in Halifax preparing for the
work of the winter.

To Jamaica, to South America, the
Committee sends its agents. The work
is great, the harvest is plenteous, but in
all quarteis the laborers are few. Let
all who wish well to the work pray the
Lord of the harvest.
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Basis of Union of the Presby-
terian Churches throughout the
Dominian of Canada.

PreayBre.—The Presbyterian
Church of Canada in connection with the
Church of Scotland, the Canada Presby-
terian Chnrch, the Presbyterian Chureh
of the Mavitime Provinces in connection
with the Church of Scotlandamnd the Pres-
byterian Church of the Lower Provin-
ces, holling the same doctrine. govern-
ment, and discipline, believing that it
would be for the glory of God and the
advancement of the cause of Christ that
they should unite and thus form one
Presbyterian Chureh in the Dominion,
independent of all other Churches in its
jurisdiction, and under authority to
Christ alone, the Iead of lis Church
and Head over all things to the Church,
agree to unite on the following Basis, to
be subseribed by the Moderators of the
respective Churches, in their name and
on their behalf,

Basis.—1. The Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments, being the
Word of God, are the only infallible
rule of faith and manners.

2. The Westminster Confession of
Faith shall form the subordinate stand-
ard of the Church; the Larger and
Shorter Catechisms shall be adopted by
the Church, and appointed to be used
for the instruction of the people,—it be-
ing distinetly understood that nothing
contained iu the aforesaid Confossion or
Catechisms, recarding the power and
duty of the Civil Magistrate, shall be
held to sanction any principles or views
inconsistent with full liberty of con-
science in matters of religion.

3. The government and worship of
this Church shall be in accordance with
the recognised principles and practice
of Preshyterian Churches, as laid down
generally in the “ Form of Preshyterian
Church Government,” and in * The
Directory for the Public Worship of
God.”

The aforesaid Churches further agree
to the following resolutions :— ’

I RevArtions Tootuer CHURCHES.
—(1.) This Church cherishes Chris-
tian affeetion towards the whole Church
of God, and desires to hold fraternal
intercourse with it in itsseveral branclies,
as opportunity offers.
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(2.) This Church shall, under such
terms and regulations as may from time
to time be agreed on, receive ministers
and probationers from other Churches,
and especially from  Churches holding
the same doctrine, governmeut, and dis-
cipline with itself.

IT. Mobes or Worsurr.—With
regard to moedes of worship, the prac-
tices presently follewed by congreya-
tions shall be allowed, and further ac-
tion in connection therewith shall be
left to the legislation of the United
Chureh.

III. Frxo ror Wipows axp Or-
prHaNS CF MiNtsTeERrs.—Steps shall be
taken, at the first meeting of the Gene-
ral Assembly of the United Thurch. for
the equitable establishment and admin-
istration of an ecfficient Fund for the
benefit of the widows and orphans of
Ministers.

IV. COLLEGIATE INSTITUTIONS.—
The aforesaid Churches shall enter into
union with the Theological and Literary
Institutions which they now have; and
application shall be made to Parliament
for such legislation as shall bring
Queen’s University and College, Knox
College, the Preshyterian College. Mon-
treal, Morrin  Colleae, and the Theolo-
gical Hall at Halifax, into relations to
the United Church similar to those
which they now hold to their respective
Churches, and to preserve their corpo-
rate existence, government, and func-
tions, on terms and conditions like to
those under which they now exist; but
the United Chureh shall not be required
to cleet Trustrees for an Arts Depart-
ment in any of the Colleges above
named.

V. LEGISLATION WITH REGARD TO
Ricurs or Prorerry.—Such legisla-
tion shall be sought as shall preserve
undisturbed all rights of property now
belonging to congregations and corpo-
rate bodies, and, at the same time, not
interfere with  freedom of action on the
part of congregations in e some locali-
ty desirous of uniting, oron the part of
corporate bodiees which may find it to
be expedient to discontinue, wholly or
partly, their separate existence.

V1. Hoxe axp Forriex Mrssion-
ArY OprrATIONS.—The United Church
shall heartily take up and prosccute the
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Home and  Foreign Missionary and
benevolent operations of  the several
Chyrehes, according to their respective
clalme: and with regard to the practi-
cal work of the Church and the promo-
tion af its Schemes, whilst the General
Assembly shall have the supervision and
control of all the work of the Chureh,
vet the United Chureh shall have due
regard to such arrangements, through
Synolds ard Local Committees, as shall
tend cfiectually to unite in Christian
love and sympathy the different see-
tions of the Church, and at the same
time o draw forth the resources and
energics of the people in behalt of the
work of Christ in the Dominion, and
throughout the world.

Vil Goverxyext GraNTs TO
Dexomivariovan Cornrecrs.—In the
United Chureh the fullest forbearance
shall be allowed as to any dillerence of
opinion which may exist respecting the
question of State grants to Educational
Istablishments of a Denominational
character.

Leesolution regarding the Disposal of the
Temporatities’ I'und of the Presby-
terian Church of Canada, in
connection with the Clurceh
of Scotland.

The Temporalities’ Fund shall remain,
as at present, in the hands of a Board
the mewbership of which shall be con-
tinued alter the consummation of the
Union, by the remaneat members hav-
ing power to fill vacancies caused by
death, resignation, or otherwise; and
the administration of the Fund shall be
continued oun the same principles and
for the same purposes as at present,
until the vested rights of all Ministers’
and Probationers shall have lapsed ; and
these vights shall be held fo be the fol-
lowing :—(1) The annual receipt by
Mmisters now receiving four hundred
and fifty dollars (8450), four hundred
dollars (51€0), or two hundred dollars
(£200), of the same amout during their
lifetime and good standing in the
Church 5 (2) the annual receipt of two
thousand dollars ($2000), in perpetuity
by the Treasurer of Queen’s College;
and (3) the annual receipt of two hun-
dred dollars ($200) by all the Ministers
who shall be on the Synod Roll at the
time of the Union, and by all recog-
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nized Probationers and Licentiates en-
eagesl in active serviee, during their
litetime  and good  standing in the
Church—all salavies of two hundred
dollars ($200) to be increased to four
handred (3100) each, when the re-
cipients of them shall have retived, with
the consent of the Chureh, from the ae-
tive dutiv; of the ministry,  The Tem-
poralitics” Board shall, if necessary,
draw upon the capital of the Fund in
order to meet the aforesaid require-
ments.  As soon as the [Fund, or any
part of it, shall no longer be required
for these purposes, it shall, with the ex-
ception of the aforesaid annual payment
to Queen’s College of two thonsand dol-
lars (52000), or the same capitalised,
be appropriated to a Iowme M ssion
Fand for aiding weak chavrges in the
United Church.

Name of the United Church.
The United Church shall be styled

¢ Tuwr Pressyreriany Cuunrci 1N
Caxapal”
————-@MM-—-.—»

@onmuttee  Pnuates,

Minutes of the Home Mission
Board.

St. Gabriel’'s Church, Montreal, June 10,

At which time and place the Home Mis-
sion Board met.

Present, Rev. G. M. Grant, Convener;
D. McRae, John Campbell, John MeMil-
lan, William McMillan, and*R. J. Came-
ron.

The Rev. John Campbell was appointed
Clerk, pro tempore. .

The supplements for the half year end-
ing first day of .\ugust, 1873, were disposed
ot as follows ; according to Presbyteries.

Tt was found that the following Presby-
teries required no supplement, viz., the
Presbyteries of Halifax, P. E. Island, and
Restigouche.

Applications were made from the tollow-
ing Presbyteries for aid, which were seve-
rally granted ; Pictou Presvytery for (a)
River John, 840; (b) McLellan’s Moun-
tain, S30; (¢) Pugwash, $90.00; (d) Bar-
ney’s River. $115.00. From the Preshy-
tery of St. John for the Congregations of
Nashwaak and Stanley, and Woodstock
and Novthampton. It was agreed togrant
8150 from the funds of the Board, and to
apply 1o the Colonial Committee for the
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additional sum of $!20.00. Preshytery of Montreal, on the 13th June, at ) o'clock,

Miramichi: Tabusintac, $100; Black River
aud Red Bank, $50.

CATECHISTS.

Mr. Joha McLean, of Broad Cove, is
Eaid by the pc(}p'e among whom ho la-

ors. Mr. G. L. Gordon, labouring at
Lochlomond, and Mr. McEachren, River
Inhahitants, are to be paid in part by the
people among whom they labour, and in
part by the Home Mission Board. The
Covener was authorized to apply to the Co-
lonial Committee for the sum necessary
for this purpose. The Convener was fur-
ther authorised to pay the travelling ex-
penses of Mr. McEachern from Kingston
to the field of his labours in Cape Breton.

The Board then took up the subject of
the increase of stipcnds to a minimum of
81000. The Sub-Committee on this sub-
ject reported that they had prepared a cir-
cular, and forwarded the same to all con-
gregations interested. Responses wero re-
ceived from three congregations, viz. :

(a.) From Campbellton, N. B., to the
effect that having increased the minister’s
stipend from $730 to $800, they ask for a
grant of $70.00in the terms ofsaid Circular.

{b.) Truro increased $165, and myade ap-
plication to the Board for the sum of 3135,
to bring stipend up to $1000.

(c.) Georgetown made an increase of
8140, and was entitled to a supplement of
$120 in terms of the Circular.

In view of which applications it was
agreed that the Convener be requested to
communicate with the Colonial Committce
explaining the whole scheme, and should
the same meet with theColonial Committee’s
approval, to draw in addition to the sums
necessary for the ordinary obligations of
the Board, the sum of $325.00. to expend
the same in terms of the circular.

. The sum of §17.00 was ordered to be
paid to the Rev. R. J. Cameron, for postage
on Recorps, &c.,

THE THEOQOLOGICAL PROFESSORSHIP.

It was agreed to thank the Colonial Com-
mittee for their generosity in providing in
the meantime the salary of the Professor,
and recommend the Synod to declare Pro-
fessor Pollock member of the Presby.ery of
Halifax, with all constituet powers, and
subject to the Genera! Assembly of the
United Charch.

JoBN CAMPBELL,
Clerk, pro tempore.

The Board of Home Missions of the Syrod
of the Maritime Provinces, held its first
mesting in the basement of Erskine Church,

A M.

Present, Rev. G. M. Grant, Chairman ;
Rev. Drs. Waters and Burns, Rev. Messra.
J. McKinnon, Simpson, and P. G. Me-
Gregor, Secretary.

The chairman opened the mecting by
prayer. No minutes were read of the last
meeting of either of the defunct Committees.

The Board first proceeded tomake up
lists of vacancies in the respective Presby-
teries, with the following results :

1.—IN HALIFAX PRESBYTERY.
Vacancies.

Richmond and N. W. Arm,

Little River and Antrim.

Gay’s River and Milford.

Cornwallis, North,

Cornwallis, West : supplied at present by

a Catechist.

Annapolis and Bridgetown.

Kempt and Walton.

Gore and Kennetcook.

Stations.

Bay View and Hillsburg.

Bedford and Fall River.

Eastern Shore.

II.—~LUNENBURG AND YARMOUTH,

Vacancies. None.

Stations.
. New Dublin. .

Riversdale, Northfield and Branch.—Sup-

plied at present by Catechists.
L. ~~TRURO.
Vacgncles.

2nd Congregation, Truro.

Acadia Mines.

Station.—Maccan, &c.

IV.—WALLACE.

Station.—~Amherst.
V.—PICTOU.
Vacancies.
Gairloch.

West and East Branches E. R. Pictou.
Station.—Vale Colliery.
VI. —P. E. ISLAND,.

Vacancies.
St. Peter’s Road and St. Peters,
Orwell Head.
De Sable.
Tryon and Bonshaw,
Murray Harbour.
East St. Peter's.

VIL.—S8T. JOHN,

Vacancies.
Chipman.
New Kincardine. .
Glagsville &c. supplied by Catechist.
St. Andrew’s.
Woodstock. .
Prince William—supplied by a Catechist,

h5 Stations supplied at present by Cate-
chists
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VIIL-~MIRAMICMI,

Vacant,
Dalhousie.
Kouohibouguack.
IX.—BYDNEY.

Vacant,
Gabarus,
2nd Cong, of 8ydney when organized,

VICTORIA AND RICHMOND,

Vacant.— West Bay—partially supplied

by a Catechist,

As this list was known to be somewhat
imperfect, it was agreed that Presbyteries
be requested to furnish the Board with an
attested list of vacancies and Stations re-
quiring supply within their respeotive
bounds; with an eatimate of what each
station is able to provide per Sabbath in
payment of Preachers or Catechists, who
may be sent to supply them,

The following list of Preachers, under di-
rection of the Board, was then made up:

Rev. Wm. McC h,
¢ Donald Sutherland.

‘“  David Neish.

** James Galloway.
Mr. Ephraim Scott,
¢ Adem Gunn.,
¢ E.S. Bayne.
‘* 'W. P. Archibald,

The Secretary having explained that all
the appointments of the late Board of the
Lower Provinces, terminated with the pres-
ent month, appointments were made to
meot the present necessity.

To Halifax Presbytery, Rev. Messsrs.
McCullagh and Neish, and Mr. A, Gunn for
July ; and Rev. E. 8. Bayne for last two
Sabbaths of the same month.

To Truro Presbytery, Mr. E. Scott to re-
main 1st Sab, July, and Mr, W. P. Amshi-
bald for 1at two Sabbaths,

To Wallace Presbytery, Mr, E. Scott from
2nd Sabbath July to the end of the month,

To St. John Presbytery, Mr. E. Bayne for
1st two Sabbaths of J uly. Rev. Mr. Gallo-
way and Mr. W. P, Archibald from 3rd
Sabbath July, These to continue till the
end of August,

To Sydney Presbytery, Rev. D, Suther-
land for July.

To Prince Edward Island, Mr. Stiles
Fraser, Catechist, from the 2nd Sabbath of
July,: aud Rev. James Cormack of King-
ston,

Rev. David Neish for August,

Several ministers and licentiates from On-
tario having made informal alzglicntion for
appointments for a season, in the Maritime
Yrovinces, their names were handed to the
Becretary with directions to correspond with
them, ascertain when they may be expected,
aud how long they expect to remain, so that
the Board may #o arrange as to prevent mis-

11

understanding and disappointment to min-
isters and congregations,
It was then agreed—

1st. That it is the opinion of the members
present, that the ohief business of the
Board should and might be transacted, at
the two half yearly meetings to be held in
Halifax, at the opening and closing of the
Theclogical Hall, at which members from &
disﬁa'nce from the seat of meeting might at-
ten

2. That members of the Board residing in
Halifax and Dartmouth, be a sub-Com-
mittes; and be au-thorized to order the
payment of Bills so far s this may be found

necessary.
P. G. McGREGOR, Secy.
eI Inde

The Subbath School.

B —

LESSONS FOR AUGUST.

FIRST SABBATH.
?UNEC’N—-TM Water of Life, John 41
5.

This is one of the n;‘ostG bem;tifull and ine
structive passages in the Gospels. It presents
the tender love of Christ in such a Yight a8
should constrain every reader to exclaim
* He is the chief among ten thousand, and
altogether lovely."

V. 5.—Sychar, called also in scrig.tum Sy-
chem or Shechem. It is upwards ot 30 miles
North of Jerusalem, and is situated between
mount Ebal on the north and Gerizim on the
south  Its modern name is Neapolis or Nae
blous. Gen. 33: 18, 19.

V. 6.—This well has been identified, and
is regarded by travellers with great interest.
The sixth hour—12.00 noon. The day was
divided into twelve hours which were recke
oned from sunrise till sunset.

V. 7.—Christ asked her for a drink to arrest
her attention. He thirsted for her soul more
than for water and he would from a simple
beginning lead her on till she received from
Him the water of life. Thus Jesus says to
the sinner still, ** Son, give me thine heart,”
as it it werea boon for himself he asked.
How wondertul!

V. 9.—The feud between Jew and Samar-
itan was of old standing. See Neh. 4: 1.
For the origin of the Samaritans, see 2 Kings
17: 24-383.

V. 10.—The gift of God means either Christ
Himself, or His spirit. See Ch. 7: 37-89.
Thus, in an easy and natural way Christ tarns
this woman's attention to higher than earthly
things. And Christ would have sinners now
come to Him for living water. The reason
why many do not come is they do not know
the gift of God—they do not realize who He
is that says, Come unto me.

Vv. 11, 12—Evidently this woman did not
know what Christ meant. She has low views,
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How dark the
How great the

her affections are grovellin«,
mind is in a state by nature!
need for spivitual illwmination !
Vv, 13, 14.—Christ is very patient with
this dull scholar.  He continues his teaching,
presenting the truth in clearer "ight
V. 15, =5l her views are comal. Christ
offers salvation, and she supposes he suams
some kind of water that will stake forall
time to come the natusal thirst, And had
Chirist left her at this stage she would never
have discovered His meaning.  Lut as e
purposed to save her, He let light into her
dark soul.  And she believed in Him as the
sequel shows. A govd proof of her conver-
sion is seen m the tact that she wished to save

others. Sce vv. 28, 29,
LEssons.
1. Hoew benighted the soul is in a state by

nature! It is guilty, polluted, a stranger to
true happiness, and yet it realizes not its con-
dition.

2. The world can never satisfv a human
soul. Ali the cisterns of carth’s joys may be
tried, but they will be found to be ** broken
cisterns that can hold no water.” e who
drinks of these waters shall thirst again, shall
still ask the question, Who will show me any
good thing?

3. Christ alone can satisfy the cravings of
the soul. He alone can pavdon and restore to
God's favor and inmage. By taking up His
res..ence in the heart by His blessed sSpirit.
He alone can enable a man te =ay from sweet
exporience, Now Iam tappy. See Romans
5: 1-5.

4. What maichless grace in Christ! He
sought out this poor woman, addressed her
most tenderly, led her on step by step until
she was saved. Who would not Jove such a
Saviour as this?

SECOND SABBATIL

Svearer:—Jesus at Betlesda, John 5:
5-15.

When Christ was on earth He went about
doing good. e healed all manner of bodily
disease, thus showing that there was no
spiritual malady beyond His reach. This mir-
acle of healing recorded liere occwnred in ihe
carlier part of our Lord's ministry —during
s second appearance in Jerusalem after Lis
baptism.

At Jerusalem, near one of the gates. was a
;)ool named  Bethesda—which signifies the
use of mercy. At certain times its waters
were moved, and then whoever stepped in
first was healed of whatever discase he had.
As might be expected many ailing persons
crowded nto the covered recesses around the
pool waiting for the opportune moment.
Among others was one whose case was indeed
most distressing.  For thirty-eight years he
had an infirmity. Some suppose that this
was brought on by certain habits of sin.  Sce
v. 14 in which Christ told him to sin no more.
If this view is correct we are taught the good-
ness of Christ's compassion which brought
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healing to such & one—and that too unasked.

Christ knew all about the case. e must
theretore be divine. Incidentally many proots
of our Lord’s divinity are given in the
Gospels. He asked the impotent man if he
wishied to be healed. The reply showed that
while the desire was strong, hope was feeble.
1 was helpless.  He coull not go iuto the
healing water with saflivient alacrity, and
threre was none sufliciently sympaihizing e
aid. Each one was intent on a cure for him-
<olf or fur his friends, leaving vthers uneared
for.  \What selfisimess!  But Christ pitied.
Hespake the words of omniputence, and a
cure was effected.

‘The Jews found fault with the healed for
carrving his bed on the Sabbath. It they did
not know who this man was, the question
they asked himn was ight.  Kutif they knew
that he had been a cripple and had been
healed by Christ, then the question was
prompted through hatred to Christ.  How-
ever this muy nave been, v. 12 implies that
they had a xuspicion, at least after their ques-
tion was asswered. who had wrouvght the
miracle and given the command to carry the
bed.

The healed could not it first tell the Jews
who cared him, but having seen Him atter-
wards, he informed them.  This no doubt he
did in honorot the healer and with no inten-
tion of eXciting the hostility of His foes.

LESsoNs.

1. This passage suggests the {ruth that in
onr nataral condition we zre morally impo-
tent.  We cannot save oursclves.

2. We should desire to be saved from ou
sirs.  What is disease of body compared with
disease of soul?

3. Christ can save. Ile is able to save
even 1o the uttermost. He is willing to save
all who go to Him. e is the true Bethesda.
‘The ool at Jerusalem could heal only one at
a time, buat Christ can save multitudes and
yet have room.

4. Itis right to perform works of merey
on the Sabbath.

THIRD SABBATIH.

Svriecr:i—The Bread of Life, John G:
47-58.

Christ had performed the miracle of feed-
ing thousands witn a few Joaves and fishes,
and had recrossed the sea of Galilee to
Capernaum.  Many of the people had fol-
lowed him. Their motives however were not
wood, They sought him becaunse they had
eaten and were filled.  Christ told them so,
and urged them to be more anxious about the
meat which endureth unto everlasuing life
than about the meat that perisheth.

The people asked Christ what proof he
could give that he had a rizht to demand of
them faith in Him, stating that Moses fur-
ni<hied a proof of his mission by giving Man-
na from Heaven. Christ replied that'it was
God not Moses who gave the Manna. He
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showed further that the Manna was not what
He bimself was, viz., the true bread. The
Jews murmured becanse He called Himself
the true bread.  Nevertheless He persisted in
the claim, and showed that eviryone who
believes on B has everlasting lie.

Vv, 48-51.—The Jews had mentioned the
Manua which their 1athers ate in the wilder-
Christ tells them that this food did not sender
the hody immortal, although the Jews ate of
it eventually they died. But, as bread, the
living bread, He could give eternal hie to the
soul—so that it would never die.  He became
tood tor the soul by his death asan atone-
ment for sm: *the bread which [ witd give,
& looking forward to thecross By eating
the living D:ead, or the flesh of Chnst s
meant believing on Hlim—receiving  the
blessings of His sacrifice.

V. 32.—The Jews unuerstood Christ liter-
ally.

V. 53.—Christ was the same figure to press
home the truth that without faith in Hm no
one cat be saved.

Vv. 53, 56 —The Lord's Supper is not
meant here, 1or it 15 not the matter under dis-
cussion.  There 15 no ground here tor the
monstrous doctrine of transubstantiation. The
words were suggested by the miracle recorded
in the first part of the chapier, and by the
subsequent mention of Manua. By cating
and drinking we receive that which supports
the body ; so by believing in Chinst, who shed
His blood upon the cross tor the sins ot men,
our souls are saved. Light is thrown upon
the meaning ot such figurative language by
the 35th verse: “*Lam the bread of lite: he
that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he
that belicveth on me shall never thirst,” Here
commng™ to Christy, and ** believing™ on
Christ are equivalent to eating tbs flesh and
drinking His bleod.

V. 57 —* Just as the Son, though equal to
the Father as touching His Godnead, does
live in an inctlable and inscrutable way,
through and by the Father, the don never
being without the Father nor the Father with-
our the don —so in like manner the man who
teeds on Christ enjoys spintual lite, only
through and by Chnst.”

Lrssoxs.

1. How foolish to look to any carthly por-
tion as the highest good. At best ity hut
1oor tood for an immortal soul.  Compare ls.
85: 2, and the 27th verse of this chapter.

2. A crucitied Saviour aflords the only
bread that can satisfy the soul  Christ gave
Has flesh for us,~tor us He shed His precious
Liovd. Here alone we have help.

. 8. Tu be saved we must believe in Him,
i ¢, receive Him as our Saviour.  There s
no other way of salvation than by vital union
with Christ.

FOURTH SABBATIH.

StunakcT:—Jesus the Christ, John 7: 40~
46.

Jesus went up from Galiler to Jerusalem
about the midst of the Ieast ot Tabernacics,
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and taught in the temple. Notwithstanding
the bitter hatred of the Scribes and Pharisces,
He publicly claimed to be the sent of God,
and eflered to give the water of' lite to every
thirsty seul.  Very general attention was di-
rected towards him by the multitudes whohad
come up to the teast. The people were very
much d:vided in their estimate of Him and m
their feeling towards Him. Thuse whom the
Seribes and Phansees intluenced, expecially
the people in Jerusalem, regarded Han with
no kindly teeling, whilst others were power-
tully impressed with His teaching and with
the miguty deeds which they had scen him
pertorn, or of which they had heard.

V. 40 —* The =aying™ is that contained in
the verses immediately preceding.  Most im-
pressive were these words. How high the
claim!  This class regarded Him not as the
Messnh, but as the great prophet hke unto
Moses predicted in Dent. 13: 19, 18, They
did not know that “the Prophet” was the
Messiah.

V. 41.—At this time there was a very gene-
ral expectation of the Messtah and the pous
among the neople saw in Jesus of Nazareth—
in His lite, teaching and miracles, that which
convineed them that e was the Messiah,

V. 42.—Another party thinking that He
had been born in Gahlee, gave thisas a proof
that {e could not be the Messiah, inasmuch
as Bethlehem was the predicted birth place.

V. 44.—Christ’s hour was not yet come, and
therefore he was not apprehended.

Vs. 45, 46.—Fromn V. 32 we find that the
Pharisees and the chief priests had sent otlicers
to take Him.  But these oflicers could not ful-
fil their mission. His teaching completely
dizarmed them.  There was in it something so
autheritative, solemmn, impressive and atiec-
tionate, that they were compelled to give this
high testimony, Never man spake hke this
man.

LESSONS.

1 How eminent our Lord must have been
as a public teacher of religion.

2. The evidence that Jesus of Nazareth is
the Mesainh cannot be gamsaid.

3. From Vs 41 and 42 learn (1) That
sometinies men cither in ignorance or preju
dice putscrpture and facts m antagonism; and
(2) That sometimes those who secm very zeal-
ous tor the derpture use it against Chirist.

FIFTH SABBATIL.

StBIECT:~ Freedom by the Truth, John 83
28-36.

The place and time are the same as those of
last leason. The persons specially addressed
are the Scribes and Pharisess: «those  who
were «pposed to Christ and who sought Bis
desth. See Vs, 13,19, 40,

V. 28.—The Jews wouald not listen to
Christ’s claims that Hehad been seat by God.
He tells them here that when He was crucified
they would see that He was the Messiah.

The wonderful events connected with His
death, resurvection, and ascension, and with
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the outpouring of the Spiritat Pentecost would
prove the truth of His claims. When Christ
speaks of doing nothing of Himself, as here
and in ch 5: 19 and 30, He does not mean
that He is not co-equal with the Father, but
that He can do nothing of His own indepen-
dent authority. Herefers to the perfect union
between Ilimself and the Father. Sece v. 16.

V. 30.—These words—probably the whole
preceding discourse.

V. 31 —Only by abiding in Christ would
they evider<e the reality of their religion.
Perhaps therr faith was on!y that of the head —
a speculative not a saving faith.

- 32.—They would by honestly following
Christ not only understand the truth of the
gospel, but fe¢l ita power in their hearts. It
would give them true freedom,—freedom not
only from the heavy yoke of Pharisecism, but
from the bondage of sin.

V. 33.—Ilere comes nut their Jewish pride.
Compare Matt. 3: 19. They understood
“*bondage ™ in its literal sease.  And yettheir
claim was not well foundad, for at the time
they spoke they were under Roman dominion

V. 34.—Sce Rom. 6: 16-20; 2 Pet. 2: 19.

Vs. 35, 36.—* They had spoken of them-
gelves as the seed of Abraham. The Lord
shows them that there may be, of that seed,
two kinds; the son properly so called, and the
slave. The latter does not abide in the house
for ever; it is not his right uor his position—
¢ Cast out the bondwoman and her son," [i. e,
Hagar and Ishmael] *But the son {i. e,
Isaac] abideth ever.! ™ Ye then being in sin,
are carnal; the sons of the bondwoman, and
therefore need liberation.  This liberation can
only take place by means of Him of whom
Isaac was the type—the Seed according to
; .omise; those only who of His Spirit are

orn again, and after llis image, arc truly
sons of God.”'—dlford. See Gal. 4: 19 to the
end.
LESSONS.

. A state of sin is a state of bondage—the
very worst kind of bondage.

2. Many who are under the bondage of sin
know it not. So far from that they kiss the
chains that bind them.

3. The cordial reception of Christ, in other
words the belief of the truth of the gospel, is
that which alone can break these chains and
introduce into the glorious liberty of the sons
of God.

=

D,

QOO
Hetws of the Thuvdy.,

It is with pleasure that we record
the fact that the Rev. Professor Pollock
bas returned to Nova Scotia, to enter
upon the duties of his Professosship. He
has been appointed, to the universal
satisfaction of all concerned, to the Chair
of Chureh History and Pastoral Theo-
logy in the Divinity Hall of Halifax,
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which now comes into the same rela-
tion to the United Church which
it held to the Presbyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces, and to the Free
Church of former days. From DProfes-
sor Pollok’s learning, studious habits,
and kindly dignified maunner, we teel
confident that he will leave his mark
upon the Divinity College, as he has done
upon the Church in which for a quarter
of a century he laboured with that ef-
fiziency and success, known to every ad-
herent and friend of our Zion.

Tue Rev. Simon McGregor has re-
turned to British Columbia, having been
more than ordinarily successful in secur-
ing the aid of several young ministers
to accompany him to the far West. So
far removed from bis brethren, he felt
the necessity of having numbers sufficient
to organize a Presbytery on the ground.
We hope that much good may be dore
by this bond of labourers, who have thus
gone to the ends of the earth.

THE Rev. George Murray, who was
licensed and ordained in Glasgow, a na-
tive of Roger’s Hill, Picton, and a young
minister of great promise, visited Ins
{riends and preached in some of our
Churches on his way to the West, to la-
bour with Mr. McGregor in Vancouver's
Island. We had fondly hoped that Mr.
Murray would have cast in bhis lot
in his native County of Pictou, where
there are at present so many fields white
to the harvest. But the work is the same,
so may the favour of the Master rest
upon him wherever his lot may be cast.

Ir has been resolved to continue the
Recorp in its present form throughout
the year. and to close the present vol-
ume with the December number. There-
after the United Church will issue One
Recorp, much enlarged, of coarse,
from the size of the existing RECORD
ot the past.

Tne following extract from a private
letter from Mr. Fitzpatrick, will inter-
est our readers, as showing the work
being done in the North of New Bruns-
wick. His journey in the carly spring
to the sphere of his labours, (no easy
matter) he describes as follows :— I Ieft
Shediac on Saturday, pasing over 170
miles of road, I arrived at Dalhousie on
the following Friday.” Ilere he con-
ducted Divine service on the two fol-
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lowing Lord’s Days. For which service
he was promptly paid, much to the
credit of the congreation, and no doubt
to the comfort of the Catechist. Not
only so, but also to the further credit of
this congregation, they “ brought him on
his way” to Campbelltown, where they

laced bim * under the fatherly care of
Rev. Wm. Murray,” whose kindness he
does not soon intend to forget. Irom
Campbelltown he *fetched a compass”
to Matapedia and Millstream. The par-
ticulars which Mr. Fitzpatrick gives of
these two places are very interesting.
“ At Matapedia,” he says « the inhabi-
tants are very scattered, and I have not
as yet succecded in visiting them all. At
Millstream, however, the case is differ-
ent. The Sunday attendance at hoth
places keeps increasing each day. I
commenced at Matapedia with about 20.
I had 100 last Sunday. The people are
all quite willing to contribute to the
support of ordinances. At Millstream
there are several Roman Catholics who
contribute towards my support, and four
or five of them are regular in attendance
each Sunday. There areat this place
in all 19 Protestant families; 57 chil-
dren; 28 unmarried Protestant young
men. 1 cannot as yet give the numbers
at Matapedia, as 1 have not had time
to visit them, but 1shall do so at the
very earliest possible date. Weck be-
fore last I visited 9 families in one set-
tlement aud gave them a week evenin,
service. Two days later in the week
visited 6 families 5 miles farther up,
and 7 more families in a still more re-
mote district. I find week day visita-
tion the most effectual method of bring-
ing Ecoplc out on the Sunday.”

These facts arc interesting in  the ex-
treme ; and we assure Mr. Fitzpatrick
that the report of his work, which he
promises for the RECORD, will be certain
to find the space we feel convinced it
will so well merit.

Such reports from our catechists, of
whom we are happy this year to have
quite a number, are earnestly solicited,
as thereby we can keep our readers
‘posted in the ome Mission and Church

Sxtension work of the Church.

Tre Rev. James Anderson has re-
cceived leave of nbsence to visit his
riends in the mother land. After a
llumber of years of successful work in
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the vineyard, Mr. Anderson well deserves
what will no doubt be to bim a delight-
ful occasion. Friends to be seen, old
associations to be revived, and a stock
of health and strength to be laid in for
future work, are most important con-
siderations. May our friend enjoy each
and all therefore.

Tue now United Church numbers
150 ministers, 100,000 Church mem-
bers and half a million adherents. The
largest and most influential Protestant
Church in the Dominion.

IMMEDIATELY after the rising of the
General Asscmbly, a meeting was held
of those favourable towards of a branch
of the “ Church Service Society.” It
was numerously attended considerin,
that so many Ministers and Elders h(g
left on their homeward journcy. The
meeting heartily resolved to prosecute the
object of the Society which is, that a
more becoming and reverential spirit
and demeaunor be cultivated in the Pub-
lic Services of the Church.

TurE opponents of Union in Pictou
are maintaining their separate organiza-
tion. The Synod of the Maritime Pro-
vinces in connection with the Church of
Scotland met in St. Andrew’s Church,
Pictou, on the 29th ult. The Rev. Mr.
Stewart was appointed Moderatcr. Af-
ter devotional exercises conducted by
him, the Synod was constituted. The
Rev. George Coul was appointed Clerk,
and the Roll was called. Rev. Mr.
Brodie, of Lochiel, Ont., who was pres-
ent, was invited to sit and deliberate.
Committees were appointed for the dif-
ferent schemes of the church, and also
Treasurers. The Synod then adjourned,
to meet at the call of the Moderator.

As the General Assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada was in Ses-
sio in Montreal, the fraternal greetings
of the Synod of the Episcopai’ Church
were received from the DMetropolitan.
The letter will appear in our next issue.

We are bappy to notice the following
on the same subject, showing the esti-
mate in which our United Church is
now held.

In a report of the proceedings of the
Synod of the Diocese of Toronta, lately
in Session, we find the following :—

“ Rev. Mr. Langtry moved the fol-
lowing resolution in regard to the late
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union of the Presbyterian bodies second-
ed by Rev. Dr. O’Merra: ¢ That the
Synod of this Diocese, dutifully interest-
ed in the union of Christians every-
where, begs respectfully to congratu-
Iate the Presbyterian Church of Cana-
da on the movement by which it has
been placed on its present basis; and
humbly hopes that such an auspicious
event may inspire other Christian bodies
with a like desire for unton, ind earnest-
ly prays that it may prove a precursor
of the ultimate umon of all Christian
communities that hold to the faith of the
ancient Church, as expressed in the
creeds of the first Four General Coun-
cils.”

The motion was carried with ap-
plause.

Sgotland.

The U. P. Church of Scotland in-
creased by one congregation during the
past year.

The Parishoners of Crieft have added
£100 to the yearly stipend of their Min-
ister, the Rev. Dr. Cunningham, the well
known Church historian.

Notice.
HOME MISSION BOARD.

The following supplements may be
drawn on August 1st, for the half year
then ending, from the Treasurer, Geo.
P. Mitchell, Esq., Halifax; cerificates
and receipts being at the same time for-
warded :—

Tabusintac, N. B..ovovevaniiiean. o 8100
Black River and Red Bank............ o0
St. John Presbyvtery Clerk...o..o0 o0 270

Barpey's River.ooeoinnnnnnn. heeaeas 119
Pugwash......oo theiiiiiiiieneneeee 10
MeLellan's Mountain. ..o .ovns vove.. 30
River John...v ceeviiiiiiiiarniiinn.. 40

Extracred from the Minutes of the
Home Mission Board by
GeorGE M. GraxT,
Convener,

e eI
ACENOWLEDGMENTS.

8YNOD'S HOME MISSION.
Re'ed from Mr. Pender, by Miss C. McPhee,
Nine Mile River...... N e S 040
Col. at Charlattetown, P. E. I. ..... 25.00
Col. at St Jobng, Nfld.covvvivnriin.. 27.00

§52.40
Geo. P. MiTcneLL,
Halifax, 30th June, 1875, Treasurer.

THE MONTHLY RECORD.

PAYMENTS FOR “RECORD.”

A. Mickle, Thomson Station..........34.00
Rev. Jas. Murray, “Vallace............, 1.00

Rev. D). McMillan, Lalfave............ 60
bliss McPhee Ninc Mile River..... .. 60
Rev. Jas Murray, ““ampbelton, N. B ... 3.75

Harnrrax.—R. Brander, $300; Dr. Wick-
wire, and Hon. W. A. Hentry, $1.20 cach;
R. Urquhart, C. Revnolds, T. Bolte=, J. An-
dersen, J. Doull, E. Reeves, A. Burns, 3.
Noble, Angus McLeod. J. A. Sinclair (Mavor),
G. McDeugall, W. I Creighten, W. C. Bren-
nan, Mrs, J. Hosterman, J. Bonnyvman, Mrs.
Proudgout, Mrs. Allison, D. G. Keith, J.
Costley, P, Letson, J. Riddell, Xate McKay,
Prof. Curry, J. Kerr (Pleasant St.), Mrs.
Baxter, Mrs. Jos. Croskill, Alrs. D. Murray,
. Avery, Mrs. J. Esson, Murs. Robinson, J.
Sutherland, Mrs. Fairbanks, J. Chisholmm,
J. MecGill, BE. Lawson, W. F. Knight, W,
Sutherland, Jumes Scott, A W. Scott, D.
Falconer, G. P. Mitchell, G. Mitcheil, J.
Guun, Miss McQueen, J. J. Scrivens, C. Mur.
doch, W. Kandick, G Thompson Chas, Wis-
well, J. 8. Mitchell, George Taylor, James
Hunter, Mrs. W. Story, 60 cents each; Mrs.
Andrew Mitchell, 30 cents.

. W. G. PENDER, Sccy.
Halifax, N. S., . .
71 Barrington St., July Tth, 1875.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.
June 29th, 1875.

St. Andrew's Churel, St. Johus, Ntld.
by Rev. G. M Grant..............§27.00

Jas. J. BREMNER, Treas.
Haurrax, N. S., 7tk July, 1875.
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