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MR. R. H. MARSHALL,

AS secured a lucrative position as head miller at

% Galt, to which town he was to remove on June

\ first. .

THE PAGE WIRE FENCE CO

send free to all applicants a copy of the Coiled Spring Fust-
ler a neat and interesting little sheet devoted to the sale
of this company’s manufacture. Any one who thinks of
fence building should send for a copy.

MANY OF OUR READERS

are no doubt “ aquatically” inclined,  Such should corres-
pond with Mr. W. L. Mitchell, of Painswick,a poultry
breeder who is alsc a boat builder.

———

IMPORTATION OF EGGS.

From the Zanciers Gazetle of May 12th, we learn that
Mr. Jno. Nunn has received from Messrs, Abbott Bros.
nine sittings of eggs including white and black Minorcas,
Andalusians, Redcaps, Malays, Spanish, etc.

—

MR. RICHARD OKE, LONDON,

under date of May 1s5th informs us that at that time he had
some two hundred and fifty chickens out and doing well
and they were still coming. This looks like business.

MR. J. D. ROBERTSON, GUELPH,
writes as below: “Don't you think it would be to the in-

terest of poultry if the Industrial Exhibition and the Ontario
Poultry Association would give 1st, 2nd and grd prizes for
the twelve largest eggs from one variety, turkeys, geese and
ducks not to compete. The farmers around here all say
‘why don’t’'you poultry breeders make a show of the eggs
that your fancy hens lay.’ 1 think when the farmers sec the
difference in size they would. try and jmprove their stock.”
We interviewed the Industrial Exhibition Association but .
found it too late to make any further change this year.
Next year we have no doubt the matter will be favorably
considered if brought to the ngtice of the Poultry Com-
mittee.

MR, J. E. BENNETT, ‘TORONTO,

has sold to Mr. C. E. Stockwell, Danville, Que,, the Ply-
mouth Rock hen “Lady Bathurst,” winner of first prize at the
Industrial 1890 and second at the Ontario, 1891 as a pul-
let, first at the Industrial 1891 and first at the Ontario, 1892
as a hen. She has 2lso several other first prizes to her credit.
We congratulaie her new owner and hope she may do as
well for him.

MR. C. S. JACKSON, INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE,

who is now giving his whole time to the poultry interest
writes us: “Many thanks for the trouble you took in seeing
to the buff Leghorns being given a place in prize list. My
buffs are grand and if spared will show a large number in
that class. [ have given up my business, sold out and
rented my place and am busy building poultry houses. 1
am going to devate my whole time to pouktry, dogs and pet
stock. I am adding twenty new varieties including all the
new buff and browns. My poultry business has steadily -
creased, and this year up to date I have made nearly $200
more sales. Thanks to the REvIEW for the largest portion
of my business. I shall use your paper more freely- when I
get alf completed.”
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IN AND IN BREEDING.

A correspondent writes as follows :

While visiting at a neighbor’s I was shown the Apnl num-
ber of the Canadian Live Stock and Farm Journal, On
page seventy-five was a quotation from the Massachusetls
Lloughman headed *The Origin of the brown Leghorn
Fowl ” by Mr. F. J. Kinney of Wecrcester. My neighbor
did not wish me to cut his paper or would have done so
and sent the piece to you as I would like very much to have
your opinion on it. If his theory is correct we need not
send to a distance every year or two to get new blood to in-
fuse in stock to keep them from deteriorating and to improve
them. Would you kindly look the picce up andgive youropin
ion of 1, by so doing you would confer a great favor on one
of your readers. The article reads, I bought on board a
ship i Boston harbor one brown Leghorn cockerel and two
brown Leghorn pullets, forty-three years ago, and they were
the first brown Leghorns ever seen in the United States,
so far as I have ever been able to learn. I bought them of
the sailor who brought them from Italy. Those fowls were
the same color as I breed now, but their bodies were smal),
and their combs and waitles were very large. I bred them
several years in Vermont, and by careful selection, early
hatching, etc., succeeded in increasing the size of thcir
bodies, and diminishing tke size of their combs and wattles,
When I moved to Massachusetts some thirty-five years ago,
I brought some of the best that I had with me ; then I had
never seen a Game fowl.  We had there the old-fashioned
Dominique and other mongrel fowls. Those brown Leg-
horns had red faces and ear lobes. Some ten years later I
discovered a pullet with whitish ear lobes, and I commenced
breeding from her, and continued until I had the first white
car-lobed brown Leghorns in America. I bred them in
large numbers for many years, winning many prizes and
selling birds for fabulous prices in every country in the
world, except China and fapan. My brown Leghorns had,
and have still, all the good qualities of the first sgecimens,
i.c., were and are non-setters and wonderful layers, with the
advantage of weighing twice as much. I have never ex-
changed a male or a female bird in the forty-three years that

1 have bred them, and no person can show a more hardy |-

stock of fowls than mine are, or more profitable.” We
think this question of in-breeding is one which ofttimes forms
a stumbhng block to breeders. Ii. ~ur experience with
various kinds of live stock in-breedir is not injurious (from
a size and stamina standpoint) when the original stock was
perfecily healthy. 1t stands to reason that the offspring of
fowls and other stock of which the parents are not hardy
ard in the best of health and condition cannot themselves
contain these essentials to well-being. Destroy every weak-

ly and puny chick, usec none but the strongest 'md hardiest
in the breeding pens and in-breeding will not result in the
detnoration of the stock but the very opposite.

———

MONTREAL EXPOSITION COMPANY,

‘The Third Provincial Exhibition will be held at Montreal|
from Monday, 4th o Saturday, gth September, 1893, in-
clusive.

“'HE MINORCA FOWL,”

by Mr. 'T. H. Harrison, and issued from the office of the
Fanciers Gazetle, 1.ondon, England, is one of the best shil-
lings-worth we have seen. Chapters are devoted to origin
and history, qualities, points and characteristics, selection of
stock, mating, breeding, hatching and rearing, exhibition
and other kindred subjects. Not the least valuable parts are
the engravings given of combs, what they should be, and
what they should not be.

——

THE ENGLISH Stock-Keeper

of May igthsays : * We have, this week, to congratulate
the Right Honorable the Countess of Aberdeen, of Haddo
House, Aberdeen—one of the most enthusiastic breeders
and exhibitors that we have among our titled families—on
the hionor that has been conferred upon her husband by
Her Majesty approving of his appointment to be Governor-
General of the Dominion of Canada, in succession to the
Earl of Derby. We have hefore us the catalogues of many
of our leading exhibitions, and find that Lady Aberdeen
supported them well, sending last autumn to Birmingham
alone no less than twenty entries. We are quite sure that
all our numerous readers will wish her ladyship every con-
gratulation on this great honor which has been so worthily
bestowed upon her husband.” We hope to see the Right
Honorable the Countess of Aberdeen an exhibitor at more
than ore of our Canadian shows during her ladysi.ip’s resi-
dence in Canada, which we sincerely wish may prove happy
and pleasurable.

AN ASSOCIATION IN PORT ARTHUR.

Mr. W. Fountain writes us: “We are going to try and
form a Pov.ury Association here. There are several ama-
teur fanciers here and in Fort William. I would like to ob-
tain a copy of constitution and by-laws of the Association at
Toronto, if you could procure one for me I would be very
much obliged.” Will the Secretary of the Toronto Associa-
tion kindly oblige.
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BRANTFORD POULTRY, PIGEON AND PET STOCK
ASSOCIATION,

HE regular monthly meeting of the above association
was held in Temperance Hall, on Thursday May

= 18th. The president, Mr. Buck, being absent, R.
F. Holterman was elected to the chair which he filled very
cieditably.  After the necessary business was despatched in-
cluding the reception of new members, several applying for
membership, an interesting and very profitable programme
was entered into.

A. McMeans, the Assistant-Secretary brought forward a
pair of silver Sebright Bantams, After being scored judg-
ment was duly pronounced on them. He then read a very
interesting paper on white Cochins upon which a lengthy
discussion followed. The best method of preserving eggs
for future use, next receiving attention, W. Courtnage and
others taking part, after which a very pleasant and profit-
ahle evening was brought to a close. The society although
a young one is booming and is on the high road to success

A. McMEANS,
Ass’t Sec.

LONDON POULTRY AND PET STOCK ASSOCIATION.

%I HE regular meeting of the London Association for the

month of ¥ay, was held in their room Albion Block
on the evening of the 18th inst.

President McNeil in the chair with a fair attendance of
members. .

Minutes of our previous meeting were read and confirmed.

There were no fowls brought up for competition at this
meeting, the members reports of the seasons hatch and
condition of their stock taking up the grester part of the
evening. The reports from most of the members were to
the effect that a large number of chicks had been hatched
(more than usual at this date) and still there are more to
follow. The season in this district has not been very favor-
able to the rearing of chicks, but the “ boys  seem to have
been equal to the occasion, as they report chicks are com-
ing along finely and growiag fast.

Mr. McCormick reported having recently imported a very

fine black Cochin cockerel from one of the best breeders
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in England, and spoke of him as keing a grand specimen of
the breed, from which he expects to have something fine in
chicks this fall.
It was decided that we adjourn, not to meet until our
regular meeting night in August. Receipts $5.00.
R. OkE,

London, May 2oth, 1893. Secretary.

MONTREAL POULTRY ASSOCIATIdN.

"HE regular monthly meceting of the society was held on
the 2nd of May, W. H. Ulley, Esq., President in
the chair.

There was a large attendance of members.

Owing to the success of the last show the members were
desirous that the next one should eclipse all previous efforts.
The largest building available in the city will be secured
and many new features of interest will be added. 1t is con-
templated to have an artificial pond erected, and arrange-
ments will be made with one of the largest breeders in the
States for a supply of young ducks during the exhibition.
[tis also mtended to buud a Pheasantry, so that these
magnificent birds may be exhibited to the best advantage.

More attention will be paid to the artificial hatching of
birds, inducements will be made to large manufacturers of
incubators to have machines n operation during the ex-
hibition. It is intended that the new system of the decimal
score card shall be in operation and to secure the efficient
working of the same, Mr. I. K. Felch has been asked to
judge the show which will be held in the last week of
January 1894. In addition to the cups to be competed for
which are now held by Messrs. Oldreive & Nicol of King-
ston and A Thompson of Allan’s Corners, additional cups
will be offered and the society hopes to be able to offer
money prizes for all varieties.

DEFECTS IN BUFF PLUMAGE.

BY H. S. BABCOCK.

BUFF fowl should be buff from head to tail. No

other color should be allowed and the plumage be

deemed perfect. The under color, though of a

lighter shade, should hold the buff to the skin and even the
quills of the feathers should be buffl. To obtain all this may
be difficult, but perfection is something not to be bought at

a low price. Even in the best colored specimens defects
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are to he expected.  In all the buff fowls T have ever bred,
and I have bred a great number, I never bad more than two
that I could pass as perfect, and one of these it was a doubt-
ful matter to do so, as the shoulders of his wings were a
little too near red in color.

The first defect that tne breeder of buff fowls expects 1s
unevenness in shade. It 1s almost impossible to obtain per-
fect evenness. The upper portion of the plumage being
more exposed to the action of the sun’s rays 1s apt to be of
a deeper shade than the lower, especially in males. Hence
we find an inclination in cocks to red shoulders and backs.
‘The neok of the female is almost invariably of a little dif.
ferent shade than the back or shoulders. But the more
common fault is a tendency to fading at the edge of the
nibs of the feathers giving the fowl an almost mottled ap-
pearance, or more strictly speaking converting what should
be a solid colored fowl into alaced one—two shades of
buff, the lacing being the paler. In some cases this lacing
is nearly or quite white,

The next defect that is nearly as common as unzvenness
in shade is the tendercy to black, particularly in hackle,
tail and wings. It is astonishing how persistent this ten-
dency is, and especially in very richly colored specimens.
The tips of the hackles, the feathers of the tail, the wing
feathers, all these show it, and the wings are the very last
place for it to wholly disappear. Not one _bird in a hundred,
perhaps not in a thousand, is entirely free from black in the
wings. I do nct mean the large flight feathers or the
secondaries, but those little stiff feathers that grow close by
and make the foundation of the bar in varieties that have
bars on the wings.

A worse defect than this black is the tendency to white.
This is found chiefly in the wings and tail, more rarely in
the hackle. The main tail feathers, the primaries and
secondaries of the wings, and the sickles of cocks are the
most common places for its display. As this shows a ten-
dency to weakness in color, I think it ought to be cut more
severely in scoring than the black. .

In birds excellent on the surface, a combination of both
black and white is net infrequently found in the flights, giv-
ing these feathers 2 marbley appearance.

The underfluff fails in two ways—the more common be-
ing a tendency to white. This will be quite commonly
found on birds of excellent exhibition color, while in those
too deep in color the underfluff is usually admirable The
other defect is a dark underfluff, this dark under-
fluffl s usually associated with a handsome surface
color and 2 tendemcy to black in hackles, wings
and tails. It would not be so undesirable as it is, if
it were not for this tendency to black in the points mention-
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ed. Birds having such an underfluff are useful breeders if
mated to those that are very weak in color, but, unless for
this purpose or unless they are otherwise remarkable speci
mens, they are best avoided in the sclection of stock birds.
T'he breeder has enough black, at the very best, to get rid
of, without encouraging 1ts propagation by using birds with
a dark slaty underfluff,

1f buff were not so beautiful and useful a color as it is—
to my cye the mos beautiful of solid colors and in my
opmion the most useful—the numerous defects it has would
deter many men from keeping buff fowls. But its excel-
lencies are so supreme that one can endure some defects.
And then, too, it is not to be forgotten that imperfection is
written on all colors of plumage, and if all were to be criti- -
cally examined it is doubtful that they would bear the test
very much better than the exquisite buff. At any rate a
good buff is a color that delights the eye and its imperfect-
ions, for the most part, are hidden beneath the surface.

THEEGG TRADE.
correspondent  kindly sends us the following clipp-
ing taken from a Montreal paper.

Now that the season is on for collecting and stocking
eggs for export a caution is tmely in regard to the
operations of buyers and packers. This trade is in its in-
fancy, and infants need great care or they sicken and die,
‘There has been disappointment from the English demand
being much lcss than was anticipated. That has not been
owing to a restricted market, but from the articles we sent
not being precisely what the market wanted. It cannot be
too strongly insisted upon that in sending any agricultural
products to the old land, we are dealing with an agricultural
country, in which the people have for gencrations been used
to the choicest supplies from the best farms in the world.
01d country people of all others in this respect, * know a
good thing when they see it.” To send stale eggs to Eng-
land is the height of folly, there is no market at all for this
article. The eggs we supply arc chiefly for culinary pur-
poses, for mixing with food &c. that must be sweet and
fresh, or be thrown away. Complaints are made that Can-
adian eggs are too sma'l. This arises from poor breeds and
starving the hens.

It is amazing how little knowledge there isin the art of
raising eggs amongst farmers. A well to do farmer’s wife
recently expressed surprise at a young city bred clergyman
having plenty of eggs all winter at the parsonage, as she had
had not one during the winter. She stated that she never fed
them, but just let them “pick round,” even when snow was
on the ground. Then she admitted that all her hens were in
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theirteens'  Now cvery sensible hen wife knows that hens
must be fed in the winter, if they are expected to lay, and
that after their second year they are best utilized for food.
Yet in a thriving farm district in Ontario, these elementary
facts were not known to the hen keepers. No wonder then the
Canadian egg trade 15 less profitable than expected, when
so much ignorance exists. The farmers of Canada might
with very small trouble, and trifling expense, double their
receipts from selling eggs, if they would treat the hens and
their mates rationally, and put their goods fresh on the
market.

WATER FOWLS.

BY F. M. CLEMANS, JR.

OOSE culture has never taken any great hold on
American poultry breeders, very few advertise
the thoroughbreds and very few poultry farms

make a specialty of market geese. The two breeds of
gesse which have been accorded a degree of poputarity are
the Embdens and Toulouse, both exceedingly valuable, It
would be hard to determine which is the best there being
little difference except in plumage and the fact that the
Toulouse will attain the greatest weight in isolated speci-
mens, but there is no proof that a flock of Toulouse will
average larger than a flock of Embdens. Thelatter, I think,
are the most desitable on account of their pure white plum.
age. Heavily fed show specimens of Toulouse have reach.
ed sixty pounds per pair, and Embdens 6fty-four pounds
per pair.

Goose eggs hatch in thirty days and may be set to advan-
tage under large common hens or Asiatics, in fact some
prefer setting them under hens for the reason that the
goslings do better kept from the water (except drinking
water) for two weeks. The goose is not so profitable a fowl
as the duck for the reason that the latter is a prolific layer,
producing as many or more eggs per annum as the average
hen while the goose seldom lays more than a single clutch
of eggs per season. The duck being so prolific is especially
adapted to large-scale farming, the eggs hatching finely in
incubators, and the ducklings being the hardiest and easiest
reared of domestic fowls by the artificial process. At ten
weeks from the shell a well-kept duckling will bring in more
money for the feed expended than any domestic fowl. The
great duck farms on Long Island and at other points easy
of access to New York markets have proven beyond per-
adventure the fact that duck farming is the safest and most
profitable branch of market poultry culture. The egarly
incubator-hatched ducklings often bring $3 per pair in June

and seldom run below fifteen cunts per pound at any seasun of
the year. The certainty with which ducks can be hatched
and reared, their freedom from disease, their quick and
healtby growth, the value of feathers from picking the mar-
ket birds, the speed with which the duck farmer can turn
over his capital, makes duck raising on a large scale very at-
tractive. Many men are making not only a gaod living, but
building up fortunes in the business.

Those who look upon pou'try culture for market as a
“peanut business” only think so because they ‘don't
know,”

TRADE WITH GREAT BRITAIN.

COMMERCIAL BULLETIN, NO. 4.—FINANCE DEPARTMENT,
OTTAWA.

POULTRY.

Concluded.

would advise shippers to pack birds of different
weights separately, as it greatly facilitates the lisposal
by salesmen. For instance, say 18 turkeys 10 lbs,
each, 16 turkeys 13 Ibs. each, and so on, stencil marked on
package. The heavier they are the better for these markets.
Birds under 8 1bs. weight should not be shipped here ; they
will realize more money in Canada. It will beto the interest
of farmers to make birds as heavy as possible.

% 4. The localities in Great Britain which chiefly demand
these products :—

“ Turkeys are given as presents in England tc a large ex-
tent at Christmas, and are considered chiefly as an annual
luxury, and not as a common atticle of food.

“1 have obtained the best prices in the following markets,
viz: Liverpool, Manchester, Bradford, Leeds, Stafford,
Sheffield, Crewe, Hull and Birmingham, where I had no
difficulty in placing 150 tons this season. Liverpool is the
best distributing point, in which locality there is a good
demand, there being a population of about nine millions
within a radius of thirty or forty miles.

“ London and the South of England obtain supplies princi-
pally from the Eastern Counties, Ireland and the continent.
I would not advise London as a market for Canadian turkeys,
As before stated they require to be plucked and drawn for
that market and this involves too much risk to the Canadian
shipper.

“Scotland can take but a limited quantity. I made ship-

ments this season to Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leigh and Paisley.
The best port for distribution is Glasgow, but Christmas is
not kept in Scotland as in England, New Year's day bemg
there observed as the general holiday and time of rejoicing,

66

A prominent produce importer of Hull wrote to the High
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Comnnssioner that hie had reecived a consignment of Cana.
dian poultry from Orillia, Ont., which arrived in good con-
dition and met with a ready sale at good prices. The turkeys
plucked did especially well, and he could have sold 1000 more
of them if he had had them.

A Canadian dealer lately made a shipment of turkeys to
England amounting to scventy six tons. He says that the
price paid the farmer for all weights of birds was cqual to
the average price for the preceding five years. The fow!s
were delivered in Liverpool in such good form, that every
bird was sold after careful examination by meat inspectors.
The shipper realized a handsome profit on the transaction
and expresses himselt confident beyond a doubt that an un-
limited, steady and profitable trade can be done with England
in Canadian poultry.”

[

THE ROSE COMBED BLACK BANTAM.

By E. HurtoN, 1N THE ENcuisu Fanciers Gazelle,

N these, as in all the Bantam family, the best specimens
are both difficult to breed and rear, unless great care
is exercised in the selection of the breeding stock,

delicacy of constitution following as a matter of course on
in-and-in  breeding, consequent on the extraordinary de-
mand for ‘‘quality,” which, in this case, is centered in
smallness of size and profusion of feather. The latter point
heing of more importance than the former, is also a much
greater drain on the constitution, such great development
in any case being only attained at the expense of vitality ;
and I have oi..a founé the cocks of this variety, moulting
most successfully, on getting into full and brilliant plumage
die from sheer cxhaustion, like a pigeon *going light.”
The drain being so great as to leave so little reserve of strength
that it could not live,

The first step in Lreeding this bird, which is one of the
most hardy and longlived when bred with due 1egard.to
the devclopment of vital parts in the swructure of the bird,
such as a broad back, well rounded wing bows, full chest,
and on these points rest the attamnment of stamina in the
offspring.

From the above remarks it may appear as if the birds
so selected would lead to thg development of size and this
15 so where a judicious selection of points to check these
tendencies is not made, and these are a short beak slightly ,
curved, short broad head, fineness of bone, daintiness of
foot, combining shortness of toes and claws, and as far as
possible the absence of spurs of any great thickness or de-
velopment in the male birds.

The black as well as the white rose-combed Bantams
should be the reverse of the Game Bantam in every point
of shape or outline, width and profusion of feather, the
graceful, undulating curves, starting at the end of the upper
mandible, and ending unbroken or free from angles at the
cnd ot the long sickle and under “beak, and ending at the
base or under part of the tail. The legs, in all cases, should
be set on well forward or midway of the body, and not
backward like a Game fow]l or Pouter pigeon ; in fact, this
is an important point, as the legs should appear to fairly
balance the body.

The wing should be long and carried jauntily, but not so
long as they project in the hens so far beyond the soft fea-
thers at the base of the tail.

So much, then, for the general outlines of the bird, a
description that embodies all the points required for the
successful production of a high class of bird, and the points
to be avoided in the breed are—long Game-like legs, tucked
up wings, and whip or Game-like tails, ard a squirrel tail is
just a disqualification,

The cocks of about 20 oz. weight each are the best to
breed from, and it is better in deviating from this size to
incline ‘o the larger rather than to the smaller kind of bird,
and the hens especially can be too small for breeding from
as where the size is excessively small it in most cases carries
a deformity of the legs or thigh bones, which on examina-
tion will be found to be somewhat bent, or, in other words,
they are bow-legged, a defect difficult to see unless
the bird is placed breast high, and when the bird is on the
ground the soft fluffy feathers of the under part covering
the lower limbs within three-quarters of an inch of the
ground ; and at present my daughters have discarded all
but the medium-sized birds to breed from, with one excep-
tion—viz, an old cock of twelve ounces, produced from a
stock I sold in 1870, and which I look upon as quit equal
to a clear cross of blood.

Indiscriminate selection of breeding-stock is a dangerous
process, as it is also the introduction of a cross into a yard
of birds that is known to be pure and reliable, unless the
cross so introduced is well known to be pure in bhlood
and well fitted to the strain on the other side, and care
should be taken to fit the defects of one side with correc-
tive points on the other in all cases. The original black
rosecomb was a dull black, or in some cases of a metallic
sheen or purple cast or shade; but this is now so far improved
that mary specimens, and especially one or two birds pro-
duced by Mr. Edwin Wright a season or two ago, and par-
ticulaily two shown by Mr. Edwin Walton, during the last
season, fairly vied with the black Hamburg for the palm in
the beetle-green tone of plumage ; but the process of improv-
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ing the colour has been a very slow one indeed.  Crosses of
black Hamburg have been tried, but I do not know of a
single winning specimen having come from such a cross.

Other. have tried the cross of a brown-red Game Bantam',
and by great care in selection some hens have been got of a
high tone of colour, but these have in all cases ruined the
production of the male birds, which after such a cross invat-
iably come with golden hackles and backs, and most of the
hens from this cross are tinged under the cars and on the
wing ends with brown peppering, and all such crosses are to
be avoided ; in the first place, because all crosses of other
varicties tend to cncourage growth in size, and especially
where on one side is of a large strain; and in the second
place because, once introduced, it 1s never fully bred out,
and may crop up and spoil a season’s breeding when least
expected.

Of late a great craze has set in for a very large ear-lobe in
this breed, but I do not favor such cxcessive development
of any point, and of ear-lobe especiaily, and for the following
reasons, viz, :—Though all fowls show an inclination to pro-
duce the white ear-lobe in domestication, yet this is not a
point found in the original fowl, and is distinctly the out.
come of domestication, so that an cxcessive tendency to an
abnormal development of ear-lobe especially, in all cases,
leads to a deterioration of constitution, and those birds with
medium-sized lobes are much more robust i constitutton ;
and an ear lobe proportionate to the size of the bird is
to my mind much more handsome than an excessive lobe
on a small bird.

When these birds were first taken in hand with a view to
their improvement—with which I process I was, perhaps,
more closely connected than any other breeder—those black
with heavy plumage were generally red in lobe, and those
with white lobes were short or henny-feathered, and the
difficulty was to combine the two points, and this was done
by crossing the purest white rosecombed (which at that day
were both profuse in feather and white in lobe) with both
the varieties of blacks, white being the only corrective of
colour in blacks of any breed, and by a careful selection and
careful mating for several seasons, fe., from 1854 to 1860,
a few good specimens in cucks were produced culminating
a few years later in a pair of birds well known as the
“Noah's Atk” of the variety, and which were so perfect that
I had them put on canvas, and through which pair all I
have had to do with were filtered and produced. Tlis
pair I untimately sold to the late Dr. Morris for the then
unheard-of price of £ 30 and a pair of Game Bantams, val-
ued and worth 10, this being about thirty years ago, and
whenever a bird is found combining all the properties of

the breed there also will be found, in some form or other,
a trace of the white blood I have referred to, and whica
whites were produced by a pitman named Henry Firth
(and shown by the late Alfred Handy, of the Prince of
Wales Hotel, Horton, Bradford, at the Crystat Palace, in old
times, when they were in first position).

The traces of white blood, to which I have referred, and
which always prove @ true guarantee of the freedom of the
strain from red or golden strain of blood, are found in
either a shght whiteness at the base of the lower mandible,
a lightness of legs, a httle white on the flights or a tendency
to produce flecked birds at the first adult mouilt, and yet,
such as these must not be discharged, as they are invaluable
for breeding from with dark headed birds, as onginally ail
pure black Rosecombs were dark or gipsy-faced, or like the
Sebright had dark or leaden combs, and it was only by ad-
mixture of white blood that this defect was rectified, and it
is still invaluable, as producing the desirable red face so
much sought for, and a gipsy-faced bird paired to a bird
with a slight white defect will generally produce a perfectly
red-faced bird, and that in cocks especially, and as a guar-
antee of purity of freedom from red blood I should in all
cases look for a slight tendency to white in some part of the
wing flights, and in very old birds those with flecks of white
on the tips of the soft feathers of the budy are invaluable
for breeding from.

It may be thought that this tendency to show the white
cross would lead to white or scnm-whiteness of leg, but this
is not so; the birds producing white or grey-legged speci-
mens, as a rule are thuse with a cross of red blood n them,

In colour of leg I am not as exacting as sorac are, and I

would accept a dark slate leg in a chicken even quite as
soon as a pure black one, because those also that carry a
dense blackness of leg generally throw a percentage of red or
lemon ticked birds, though I must admtt that a black cr
very dark slate colured leg looks well on a chicken if it
1s only attained accompanying a good sound colured
back had hackle.
I have not referred to the comb, but I favour a small, close-
fiting comb, one which 1> in general keeping with the
characteristic neainess of the bird, almost wedge-shapted
from front to back, with the spike or leader not too long ;
great length in the later 1s a sure sign of coarseness in size
bone, and feathers, and general appearance, and if the sur.
face is level and finely filled with short sharp spikes, the bird
will—as a rule—be found to be of a small neat variety.

One thing as to the management of the breeding stock
and that is, un no account allow  your breeding hens to run
with cucks of other breeds, fur su putent is the force of a
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previous sire, or the mental impression left, that under such
conditiuns there can be no dependence as to what will be
the result; and further, I wou.w nut adwvise that any other
variety of poultry should be within sight of the breeding-pen.

In hatching I prefer to place the eggs for half the time
of incubation under hens ; then selecting the fertile eggs, to
put 1n a trustworthy incubator to be hatched out, as by these
means the delicate little things, some of which are no larger
than a common bumblebee, do not run the risk of being
crushed when they come out of the shell ; and if an artificial
rearer 1s used very few will be lost, however small they may
be.

On hatching, where only those of most value are cared
for, all those that are clear black should be removed or de-
stroyed or put in common runs, as they are generally red in
hackle or wing “when in feather; in fact, I do not know a
single instance where the birds were pure black on hatching
that were sound in colour when in feather.

On the other hand, those that are excessively marked
with white on hatching may also be discarded, as these may
carry to much white on the flights when full grown, a thing
to bediscouraged. The most valuable and most likely to pro-
duce the best show specimens are those that show a little
white under the eyes and down the nostrils, the whole of
the under part of throat, breast, and belly reaching to the
vent pure white, with about four of the sprouting pinions, or
primaries,white, all other parts being rich velvety black ; not
but that some of those most excessively marked with white
may turn out good ones, and especially in the pullets,
though they are not as much to be relied on as in the case
referred to. When first out the chicks look very helpless
and delicate, but they soon assume a sharp, lively appear-
ance, strut about, and take food readily.

At first, a few bread crumbs soaked in milk that has been
boiled, or in raw egg, squeezed dry, may be sprinkled over
the birds, as they learn to pick these tit-bits better off each
other’s packs than from the ground, and this should be fol-
lowed by plain food, such as rice boiled, and when almost
cooked, chilled with a little cold water to separate it in the
form of curry ; and to this should be added alittle oat or
pea meal, or both, and after rubbing in well, a little very
fine, sharp or bilue flour to make it adhere, while so little
moisture should be left that when finished it should form
fine pellets like grain, and when squeezed and thrown on
the ground it will fall open like grain.

Small wheat cannot be given too soon, with now and then
a little canary-seed, as their little millstones cannot be set
grinding to soon; in fact, I have had them wcll filled with
wheat alone—and do well—beforc they were torty-eight

hours old ; a little dari is a good change, and now and then,
especially in wet weather a little dry nice is of service , and of
these kinds of grain are given alternately, with the excep
tion of the wheat furmung fhreefourths of the feeding, all
the better. '

Any spare eggs should be mixed with the soft food in
place of water, but on no account should they be covked,
as they damage the lives in this state and cause chicken
cholera,

Whether reared under hens, or artificially, must be deter-
mined by the breeder, but when over five weeks old, in
cither cases, they should be carefully watched, as no variety
of fowls show the same pugnacity at about six weeks old,
when this is generally a great source of loss, as they fight
with the tenacity of Bull-dogs among themselves ; and once
an encounter, one or other has to die, and often both are
rumned for show purposes, their heads (s.e., the cockerels’)
being left more like a little pulp than anything—the only
remedy that I have yet found for this being to rear ong or
two of some larger variety with each brood, when the little
cockerels are overawed and kept quiet until they are older,
when they appear to learn better manners; and after this
crisis 1s over it is seldom they take up arms to each
other, and they generally agree until next breeding season,
when it is not wise to leave more than one cockerel with
with one flock of hens, as at that time their fierceness of
disposition returns.  When in fighting they will hold on
with great determination, until one or other is dead or both

blinded.
The hens are very free layers, the weight of eggs pro-

duced being, as far as 1 have yet made out, far in excess of
that of any breed, whether large or small, as compared with
the smallness of the bird and the little weight of food con-
sumed ; and if properly housed and good warm-sheltered
corners are at hand, there is no variety of soft-feathered
birds that will lay asfreely in winter. In fact, from this source
alone, we have a continuous supply of eggs in winter; but,
in consequence, it is not wise to feed them on fattening
food, as if too fat and soft a great number succumb to in.
flammation of the oviduct, or egg passage, during the chilling
east winds of spring.

TO SCORE OR NOT TO SCORE.

E note Mr. Scott’s presentation of two score cards
without argument cxcept that the bird was in
fine condition when shown four months after

her purchase. Now she weighed over 634 lbs. n October
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«nd weighed six in February, so the cut luwered one point

If she had been in same condition would she have
Would anyhing but the score card have de-
Would Feleh have been honest to have

then,
weighed less.
vcloped the fact.
let it pass tincut.

Comb. Iu Octouber just befure laying she had a nic- and
winvst perfect comb.  Four months afterwards her comb had
Juveloped and becouie eithier damaged or crinkled.  Would
conparisun have divulged that fact.  The head may not be
v casily accounted for, an additional defect to the original os :
may have developed.  Neck, in the original the cut of one
was made over the dotted lines which do nut appear in your
pper production of the card which indicated shape or color
buth defections. Now it was an casy matter in four months
{ui the pullet to have mended in shape and get only the de-
fot of color cut. Back in the Oct. card the cut was over
tl.c dotted lines showing both shape and color defects.  In
the show a little more care to cut each its 'quota may have

"led to cutting each ¥4, while the total was the same.

Breast. Now in February this specimen, four months
after she was in full condition and fu'l weight, plumage two-
thirds grown, comes into a show half u pound less in weight
yet four months older, shrunken in breast as to shape, plu-
mage grown lenger thus disclosing under-color, or a faded
.urface color. Is it strange that she is cut in shape and
« dor, both, when she had that defect, showing clearly she
had changed. Would comparison have shown as clearly
what that chanee was.

Body and Fluff 2£. It is safe to bet, }4, if I made the
fizurc was over the dotted lines, if clerk made them it may
be he put it in color, but the fact disclosed that breast had
lust its fulness, the specimen lost its weight that a natural
scquel would be a loss in body and flufi.

Now tail in October,everything seemed to be in proportion,
was fresh, and deemed all right, four months after was out of

at nine months uld thn it did at five months old was in the
same condition and uachanged, and these two score cards
both alike, and made Luth by uic, show beyond any discus
sion that the score card system shows the differences and
the reason why. Does comparison cither? that i the
questivn.  These two cards are stronget witnesses on favor
of score cards than were the other theee.  To show that
they differ, but makes the system all the more safe and sure for
the cxhibitor, asl sold the bitds and pretend to know sume-
thing about it. What would you have thought ofinc as a
judge if 1 had scored her both times alike and gave her the
prizes at Ottawa vver the st price bird of that show, which
was fresh in color and young life.  The cup went where it
was honestly won, and tuat pullct scured the same at Ottawa
as she did in Massachussetts when I scured her.  And un-
der similar circumstances as the two cards you have printed
the fact demonstrated is the pullet changed, so changed
her card, FeLcn.

METHODS OF EGG PRESERVING.

HE secret of success in the preservation of eggs is two-
fold. The egys must be perfectly fresh at the time
they are packed away, and they must.be so packed as to
exclude them from the action of the air. There are other
points to be mentioned which are of importance, and it can-
not be too strongly nsisted uputs that success is in direct
proportion to the care bestowed upon detzils. There are
several methods which may be depended upon to ensure
good resuits, but much depeads upon the number of eggs

required and the length of time 1t :s deswed to keep them.
Let me first deal with the state of the egg before preserv-
ing. Those are most likely to succeed who keep poultry
themselves, and su are not dependent upon.others for the
supply of eggs. 1tshould be carefully noticed that the hens

siape 1t may be by broken plumage, but more likely con- are healihy bitds and well fud, that the nests are perfectly
wracted a squirrel state of carriage, either carrying it too  sweet and clean, and that the cggs are. collected at least
Ligh ur tou low, that had become fully grown and developed every day, and it would be better of collected at intervals

Lud color to the cxtent of 12 a point.
sane in both cases. It could not be puny for it was a
Plymouth Rock.

These very twocards have demonstrated the fact that the
bid was not in the same condition, that she was a lighter
weight bird in February than the October before. “That
shie had changed, that any breeder ought to know that birds
fit v win pnzes 0 October scldum win in February and
then the cards show the fact. It is folly for this man to
pretend the bird had the same perfect comb it had when
bought. It is folly to say a bird that weighs a }4 Ib. less

!

Color of leg was the  twice or thrice in the day—in fact, for the third method

named of preserving, the eugs should be collected as they
are laid and preserved whilst still warm. It is also a point
worthy of observation that eggs keep better when unfertilized,
Z.e., when collected ten days or a fortnight after the remowal
of the male bird, as they are then not.so liable to be affect-
ed by variations of temperature nor by the position in which
they are placed when stowed away. Let me describe the
method most gencrally used with success, and, while more
generally practised by those wh.: prescrve great numbers, is
equally suited to those desirous of preserving a few. Take
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seven pounds of freshly burnt hime and slack ft by covering
with water n a bucket or other vessel. When the heat has
subsided add a quarter of a pound of salt and one ounce of
cream of tartar, stir and add sufficient water to make to the
consistence of thin cream. The best way to test it is, when
the whole is cool to place a new-laid egg in the mixture and
make 1t so thin that an egg will only just fioat in it with the
top vistble just underneath. ‘The quantity I have given is
sufficient to preserve one hundred eggs.  1f a greater number
are to be preserved more can be mixed n the same propor:
tion. The best vessels to contain the mixture of hme are
wide-mouthed earthenware jars. If a large number are to
be preserved each vessel should hold one hundred at least.
If only a small number they may be packed in vessels of a
smaller size, as e.g., a pickle or preserve jar capable of hold-
ing a dozen. The vessels should be numbered or dated,
and used in the order in which preserved. The mixturc
must not be made too thick, and the lime must be quick, i..,
not alrcady fallen, otherwise the lime in the bottom of the
vessel will be too thick and the eggs may be embedded so
tightly in the mixture as not to be extracted without danger
ot breaking.

Eggs preserved in this way will keep well for six months
or longer. A cellar is a good place to keep them in, If
due care 15 taken, the eggs may be taken out with a spoon
without the necessity of dipping in the hand, and they can
readily be washed in a little warm water before being used
for cating or cooking.

Another method, which has the advantage of being more
cleanly, is to preserve them packed in salt. They may be
stowed away in boxes of any convenient size, one of 14 in.
square and g in. deep, holding about 100 egg. The salt
should first be rubbed quite fine, and then ecither dried in
the oven or on the kitchen range. Salt 2 in. deep should
be laid in the bottom of the box and the first row of eggs
placed therein. 1 always prefer packing them erect with
small end bottom. When the first layer is completed, the
fine salt should be packed in and pressed tightly but with
care around the eggs, which should be kept at least an inch
from the side of the box, and it is then ready for the next
row. When the box is filled the lid should be tied on, and
the box put away in a dry but cool place. If the eggs are

perfectly fresh when packed away they will keep in first-class E

condition several months. It is much better to pack them
in small boxes or other vessels, holding from one dozen to
fifty, if a small number only are required, or it the box is
made with a loose bottom as well as top, the eggs may be
used from tle bottom first. Bran or sawdust may be used

instcad of salt, and the bran especially is not a bad substi-
tute if the place where the eggs are kept is quite dry.  Saw-

dust is apt to give an unpleasant flavor to the eggs. The
boxes in which the eggs are packed should be quite free
from any strong odor, or the eggs arc hable to be tainted
(as egg shells are porous) by anything with which they com¢
in contact.

A third methed is, if anything, still more simple after the
box to reccive them has been prepared, which may be made
of any size. It is most convenient when the box opens in
front and is iitted with sliding trays like a gentleman’s ward-
robe, though an ordinary box laid on its side does cquaily
well with strips of wood nailed at the side to receive the
trays. By means of a brace and bit, holes should be pierced
1n the trays or shelves at a distance of about 214 in. (a littl
more or less according to average size of eggs), a piece of
wood 18 in. lorg and 10 in. wide thus having holes to con
tain thirty two eggs, and the shelves need only be from 25
in. to 3 in. apart. Eggs to be preserved in these boxes
should be taken.from the nest when quite newly laid, and
gently smeared with a little butter quite fresh and, if pos-
sible, while the egg is still warm.

The best method is to grease a bit of clean soft rag and
rub over the egg. No butter should be left 6n the shell, or
1t may turn rancid.  One ounce of butter is ample for 100
eggs. This closes the pores of the egg from the action of
the air.  If the egg is then placed on the tray with the thia
end down, it may be stowed away in any cool and dry
place, and will keep fresh for several months, Instead of
boxes containing several shelves, they may be preserved on
single trdys, which should then be made cither of thick
wood, or have bars running across ecach end of the tray,
about 12» . thick, to keep the egg from touching the
ground.

Esther of the methods T have mentioned may be employ
ed with success, if due care is only taken that the eggs arc
quite new-laid when preserved, and, for the two later
methods, that the place of storage is cool and dry.— Foiwis.

SEASONABLE NOTES.

HE diseases of chickens, though not the most pleasant

subject for consideration, are none the less necessary,
and we should, one and all, know something of the nature
of the ailments, and how to trecat our little feathered pets
promptly and effectively when suffering ; for if not, while
secking the advice of others, or hunting through the book-
shelves and old journals for something to aid us, the poor
little birdies may die. But if the advice so fre-

quently given about the management of poultry,
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is acted upon, and well-ventilated houses, cleanliness, careful
feeding, and avoidance of overcrowding are the rule, and not
the exception, disease will rarely make its appearance, or
when it does so, will be quickly overcome.

First, we will think of diarrhoea, as being the evil most like-
ly to assail us at the present time. It is caused by drinking
water that has been warmed by exposure to the sum, by
having ill prepared soft food, or food that has become sour,
«r by the birds themselve being exposed to the noontide
sun. Therefore, it is of the utmost importance that chickens
should always have available shelter, the drinking
water cool and pure, and the soft food fresh made and sweet.

A sudden change in the weather, and cold also cause dia-
rrheea—two causes which are not so much under our control.
Strong tincture of camphor given in the drinking water in
the proportion of 10 to 15 drops in half a pint ot water, ac-
cording to the size of the chicken, and a diet chiefly of
cooked rice well sprinkled with powdered chalk usually at-
fords relief ; but if this does not check the progress of the
disease, one drop of chlorodyne, administered in a tea.
spoonful\of water two or three times a day, has proved very
cfficacious,

After an attack of diarrhoa has passed cff, the birds
should be fed almost entirely on soft food for a few dayss
and have only a smalil quantity of green food given to them.

Diarrheea is not of an infectious nature, though it is well
to isolate birds suffering from it for a few days.

Chicken cholera happily is not common in our poultry
yards. Itis of an epidemic nature, and highly contagious,
also very swift in it course, the birds frequently succumbing
after only a few hours’ illness. The best plan is to instantly
kill the sufferer, and durz the body ; thoroughly disinfecting
the house and ground where it has been, and giving in the
drinking water 10 drops of camphor, or of fluid carbolate to
every pint, as a preventive, to the rest of the chickens. If
an attempt is made to cure a sufferer from cholera, it must
of course be isolated, and dosed with chlorodyne as advised
for diarrheea, disinfecting powders being plentifully used
about the cage.

The symptoms of chicken cholera are excessive thirst,
accompanicd by diarrheea, the droppings it first being of a
greenish colour, and afterwards thin and white. The bird
rapidly becomes weak, emaciated, unable to stand, and often
cramped, then dies. Except where the epidemic has been
imported with the bird from another yard, an outbreak of
cholera can generally be traced to an unsanitary condition
of the ground and appliances in use.

Great mortality amongst chickens is caused by insect

pests: chicken lice and the gape worms. Want of cleanli-
ness is again the cause of the former. A general brushing-
out and disinfecting of the fowl-house once a year is no
more sufficient fcr them than it would be for us, if, after the
spring cleaning of our homes, dust, moths and spiders were
allowed to accumulate and do their work of disfigurement
and destruction until the next spring came round. We
should very soon suffer in health and spirits, and it is not
surprising that the chickens should also under similar treat-
ment.  Constant vigilance is, thercfore, necessary on the
part of the attendant, and nests, perches and floors should
be thoroughly cleaned at least once a week.

When infested with lice, the chickens mope and droop
their wings, frequently uttering a miserable * chirp, chirp,”
and often become quite bald on the top of the head. 1Itis
impossible for them to thrive in a filthy condition, and if not
at once attended to, they become puny and stunted in
growth, if they do not quickly succumb.

If the insects are found in newly-hatched chickens, a good
dusting of Pyrethrum powder about the nest and over the
chickens and some portions of the hen, will be found a safe
and cffectual measure. Some people prefer to anoint the
chicks with a preparation composed of mercurial ointment
and pure lard, each 10z.; flour of sulphur and crude petro-
leum, each 4oz.; mix thoroughly together, and apply a
little on the head, nape of the neck, and under the wings of
the chickens. This rather spoils the appearance of the
chickens, but it is an infallible remedy. If put in a ccvered
jar in a cool place, the ointment will keep good for some
time.

The subject of gapes will take up rather more space than
we can devote to it this week, and must conscquently be
held over.—E. H. E., in British Fancicr.

ARTIFICIALLY HATCHED CHICKS.

RAIN—Duringthesecond week a littlecrushedgrain
should be given and less soft food, and this will
strengthen the digestive organs. Give a litle

bruised grain with their last feed at night, and the internal
heat will be maintained for a longer time. On a wet day,
when the chickens are confined to the run or court, 2 httie
crushed barley orwheat should be mixed with the loose carth.
This will give them employment, and the exeraise will be
productive of much good.

THE Gizzarp AND GriT—Fowls are provided by Nature
with an elaborate apparatus for grinding and softening ther
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grain and other food.  Itis a powerful grinding ml, and
the food 1s subjected to the action of two thick muscles
placed opposite each other like null-stones, and by them re.
duced 2 a pulp. ‘This mill is the gizzard, Gnt assists in
the work, and a supply must be provided 1f the fowls are to
be kept in health.  Grit is small rough stones, and the more
irregular they are the longer will they be retamed in the
service of the gizzard.  Flint is the best matenal to form
grit. Broken carthenware is a capital substitute for 1t, and
is procurable in every houschold. This should be a consol-
ing thought to the thrifty housewife when a misfortune be-
falls some of her choicest ware. A little of this material should
be mixed daily with the chickens’ food, and we will be sure
they will get it.  People who live near the sea can generally
procur. iarge quantities of minute shells (sometimes called
marl or shell sand). The chicken run and the poultry yard
should never be without thisif it can be obtained, as it not
only assists digestion, but supplies the system with lime for
the formation of bone. Bones and oystershells pulvensed
arc beneficial either for the growing fowl or the laying hen.

Foop vor THirp WEEK—When the chickens are two
weeks oldthe oatmeal may be dispensed with, and buckwheat
weal, and ground barley mixed with the maize and bread
crumbs. ‘To this should be added some grit, a hittle salt,
once a week, on a dry morning, a pinch of sulphur to assist
them in feathering.  Mix dry, and add boiling water till the
mass crumbles readily. Mix only one day’s supply at a
time. If the chickens havea grass run it will be unneces
sary to chop any more green food for them, but a fresh
supply must be suspended daily in the coop orrun. And
just here let us repeat, “Do not forget the animal food,” as
failure in feeding is often caused by an msufficiency of tius
article. We wish to emphasise this, as we are convinced of its
great importance. A hen often hatches a large brood at a
considerable distance from home, and their only support
must be the insects and other annimal food which the
mother discovers for them until they are able to follow her 10
the poultry yard. Give it then in any form, but liberally, and
if a little labour on their part be required, it will be relished
all the more.

AxTtHILLS.—Give them an ant hill occasionally, and they
will pass a pleasant and profitable hour or two. Earth-
worms arc casily procured, and are casy of digestion. A
large earth-worm will keep a whole brood in exercise and
amusement for a long time. We find that chickens at this
age denve great benefit if they are allowed into the kitchen
garden. They are the gardener’s friends, by feeding on
worms and insects, which do harm to the growing crop.
When they come to be a month old, however, they begin to
aamage, and should be replaced by a younger brood,
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Chickens that have access to a manure heap obtain much
good trom the animal food they find there and from the
exercise which the search for it entails.

VARIETY OF Foon.—Chickens like achange of diet, and
should not day after day bave the same food. As they will
eatalmost any food there is no reason why a variety should
not be given them, and we will find if we study their tastes
a little, they will thrive all the better. ‘T'o the above foods
may be added rice, barley, potatocs, table scraps, and a little
hempseed.

Rice contains a large proportion of starch, and isconse-
quently less stimulating and nutritious than other grains,
and should always be used mixed with milk. Uncooked
rice should not be given to chickens, as after it is swallowed
it swells and might be injurious. It ie an excellent food
for a change, and should always he given instead of the
ordinary food if the brood is suffering from diarrhcea. It
should be boiled, with skim milk until all the moisture is
absorbed and the grains are completely separated. Barley may
be given for the evening meal, crushed or boiled with skim
milk until dry.  Potatoes that have been left over from the
dinner should be mashed fine, and mixed with buckwheat
meal or oatmeal.  This is a food they often cat with avidity.
Scraps of bread should be softened with boiling water, and
a little of the meal mixed with it while it is hot. Oats is a
good food for chickens, and is more nutritious than barley;
but should not be given whole until the brood 1s 1 month
old. Maize should only be given in the form of meal, and
1s too fattening to be used extensively. A little hempseed
should be given during the cold months, as it is very warm-
mg, and acts as a stimulant. Chickens in good health
should have empty crops in the morning, and if they fly
about in all directions when they get their liberty you may
be assured the rearing is a success. If at any time they do
not feed greedily withhold the next meal entirely, and their
appetites will be regained.—W. Hav, iz Pouliry.

BLACK AND WHITE POULTRY.

—

BY REGINALD S. S, WOODGATE, IN THE Stock-Keeper, ENGLAND.

HERE have been from time to time inquiries made in
the S10ck-KEEPER as to the difficulties, or otherwise,

of breeding black and white poultry. In some of the other
Enghsh journals as well as the American Press, enquiries
have also been made on this subject, many admirers of the
whole-coloured varieties and would be breeders and ex-
hibitors of them being of the somewhat universal opinion
that black and white poultry for exhibition can be produced
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without any trouble  On attempting, however, to carry the
idea into effect, those who have made the experiment
have frequently failed to produce specimens up to the stan-
dard of the breed they were aiming at, and considerable
surprise has, I belicve, conscquently been expressed at the
failure,

I am of the opinion that there is a somewhat general
inclination in many varieties —especially in a first cross—to
throw wholly black or white offspring : those who have kept
Andulusians, for example, will know to their cost what a
number of chickens come black or white. Breeders for the
table who have introduced a cross among their Plymouth
Rocks will know that a great preponderance of the birds
result in being nearly black. ‘I'hose who have bred cuckoo
Dorkings—of recent years—are aware how a goodly number,
unfortunately, of the pullets, end in being of the same som-
bre colour ; and before me, as 1 write, I have a letter from
Colonel Annand, of The Firs, near Ash, in Surrey, saying
that the result of introducing three white Dorking cockerels,
a couple of years ago, into his flock of fowls which live at
his home farm, has ended in his having a yard of almost
pure white poultry. It is from such facts as these I think,
that the idea is disseminated, that pure black and white
poultry are so easily marufactured, but the error neverthe-
less, is a great one, anyhow as far as exhibition specimens
are concerned. ’

For over a quarter of a century, I have been without two
or there varieties of black or white fowls, Bantams or ducks,
and during that time nearly every recognized breed in some
way or other, has had a home—temporary or otherwise—in
my runs, For that long period I have had, moreover, as
fairly satisfactory a record to give of my black and white
birds, in the breeding and exhibition pens, as have most
fanciers. I venture, however, to affirm, after this somewhat
extensive experience, that there is as much skill and know-
ledge required in breeding chickens of these colours, as
ever there isto produce a buff Cochin cockerel, or a light
Brahma pullet.

The only difficulty that is not experienced in breeding
exhibition birds—black-and-white—is that separate pens to
produce cockerels and pullets are not required, in the case
of Brabmas, Hamburghs, and many other varieties, which
surely is, to the amatuer especially, a boon of great magni-
tude. Not only is this double-pen system most aggravating
to beginners, who do not, naturaily understand the proper
mating of the birds, but for birds requiring this arrangement
double space is, ot course, required, since it virtually
amounts to keeping two varieties, although one breed is only
really exhibited. Not so, however, with blacks and whites,
for from well-bred and properly-mated pens cockerels and

puliets of equal quality may confidently be luoked tor from
the same breeding pen.

The prices, however, of these whole coloured breeds, run
a great deal lower than, what I may term, birds of feather.
I have never been able to properly account for this, but
such, undoubtedly, is the case. On two or three occasions,
at the great National Show, I have seen a white Cochin at
the top of the prize-list, unclaimed at £15, and evenat £1o,
when a buff or a partridge of the same quality would have
been snapped up in almost the twinkling of an eye, and
again to 1y own knowlege, the challenge cup white Dork-
ing cockerels, at Sydenham, on two occasions have cnly
realised a paltry £7 or £8 at the auction, when an un-
noticed silver-grey or a coloured confrere would be greedily
bought at 415, 420, and 425 each. This, I confess, is
not exhilarating. Nor does it tend to intensify the further
spread and production of fowls of these colours. Yetl
ask why should they be apparently snubbed ? Itis because
the white birds are difficult to keep clean
and require washing for successful exhibition ?
But do not buff Cochins, do not many varietics of the
Leghorn, do not some Game fowls, ard YPolish, and Hou-
dans, and Silver Hamburghs, and many others have to be
tubbed ? Is it because the black look dark and dingy in
colour? Surely this is not the case with birds in good
bloom and lustrous feather, which morcover have the
advantage of looking well in confinement, when
other  varicties would be foul and discoloured
Is it because the white chickens when newly hatched are
supposed to be delicate? I have bred hundreds and hun-
dreds of the colour, and can at once scatter to the winds
that familiar heresy, for I have ever found them to be strong
and sturdy, save in most exceptional instances, as the young-
sters of the colored varieties. Is it because black and white
poultry look often smaller ina pen than they really are?
(This, I suppose is an acknowledged fact, for put, say, a
black or white Cochin alongside of a buff or a partridge of
similar size and equal weight, and either of the two later
would probably have the larger appearance.) This may be
a possible reason, but, if so, it is a very lame one. I re-
member, however, Mr. Lewis Wright calling my attention to
this very point a score of years ago at the National Show.
Why, 1 ask, then, is the cause of the unpopularity, to a cer-
tain extent,’of black and white poultry on the whole? I make
reply, because I believe that they are supposed to be so
easily bred that they are bencath the notice of those who
call themselves high-class breeders, men of intelligence,
fanciers of skill and research.

( To be Continued.)
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JUDGES’ CARDS.

Poultry.
Sharp Buttorficld, Sanpwicu, ONT.
varietics,
L. G.Jarvls, Port STanigy, OsT,  Allvarietics.
T, H, Smelt, Woopstock, Oxr. All varieties,

Pigeons, Rabbits and Cavies.

I. B, Johnson, Queen St. East, ToronTo,
ONT.  All varieties.

3. B. Jones, Sicor ST. TozonTo.

FNL

Mr. J. H. Caytord, Box 1,163, Montrenl
is our Agont and Corrcspondent for the
Province of Quchec. Any corresponds
ence rolating to subscriptions or adver-
tising may he addresscd to kim.

“The Dog in Ilcalth and Discase,” by
Prof. Wesley Mills, Montreal, $2.25, free by
mail from Gazerte Office,

AN EASY WAY TO GET FELCH'S
GREAT BOOK.

To any one sending us four new sub.
scribers with $4 we will send a copy of
“Poultry Culture” by I. K. Felch,
value $1.50, 2 book no fancier should
be without. We have lots of these
books so don’t be afraid the supply will
run out.

The amadian Poultep Liebicw

- « Is Pablished at - -

TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA.
BY . B. DONOVAN

TERMS :—81.00 per year, payable
in advance.,

ADVERTISING RATES.

Adverticements will be inserted at the rate of o cents
per line each insertion, + inch beiag about 10 fines.

Advertisements for longer periods asfollows, payable
quarterly inadvance i—

3 Mons., 6 Mons. 12 Mons.

One page. ..$30 00 $50 0o $75 00
Two columns. 20 00 35 00 60 00
Half page.. 15 00 25 00 40 00
One column 12 00 20 00 35 00
Half column.. 8 oo 15 00 25 0o
uarter colum 6 oo 10 00 15 00
Oncincho...e 3 00 5 00 8 0o

Advertisements contracted forat yearly or half yearly
rates, if withdrawn before the expiration of the time
contracted for, will be charged full ratesfor time in.
serted.

Back and front cover pages a neatter of specisl cor.
respondence.

Breeders’  Directory,
$8; half year $s.

‘Fhese are our only rates for advertising, and will be
strictly adhered to. -~ Payments must e madeinvariable
inadvance, Yearly advertisements, paid quarterly in
advance, changed every three months without extra
charge.

All ccnmumications and advertisements must be in
our hands by the zoth to insure insertion in issue of
same month. Address,

H. B. DONOVAN,
118 Victoria Street,
Toronto, Ontarlo.

1.5 col. card, 1 year,

' BREEDERS’ ADDRESS CARDS.

JOHN IIORD, PARKHILL, ONT,

Breeder of 15 different varieties of Land and
Water Fowls. Toulouse Geese, Rouen Ducks.
1293,

i —

DIRECTORY OF BREEDS.

RuLes—1. First time a breeder's name is inserted
under a heading, soc. per annum, under each subse.
quent heading, 3sc. per annum, payable in advance,

2. Name and addre<s only ahowed, and must not
occup{ over one line.  All names set in uniform style.

3. Where a breeder has a display adventisement in
Revikw and wishes to call attention to 1t, he can do so

byusinga®
BUFF COCHINS.

Geo. G. Mc¢Commick, London, Ont.* 194
F. C. Harc, Whitby, Ont.* 1204
PARTRIDGE COCHINS.

M. B. Hague, Inglewood, Ont, 394
BLACK SPANISH.

F. C. Hare, Whitby, Ont.* 1204
W. H. Locke, Campbeliford, Ont. 104+
G. H. Sheres, Clarksburg, Ont. 193
HOUDANS,

C. Stockwell, London, Ont. 1203

ANDALUSIANS,
C. Stockwell, London, Ont. 1292
J. Dilwonth, 170 King St. East, Toronto.
BLACK LANGSHANS.
F. Auclair, 53 Canal St. West, Ottawa. 1293
C. J. Eiscle, Guelph, Ont. 193
E. McCormick, Newmarket, Ont. 1294
WHITE LANGSHANS.,
E. McCormick, Newmarket, Ont, 1293
BLACK MINORCAS.
Geo. G. McCommick, London, Ont.* 194
WHITE WYANDOTTES.
Geo G. McCormick, London, Ont.* 193
Robt. Bloye, Todmorden, Ont. 354
\Wm. Langdon, Port Hope, Ont. 394
S. L. WYANDOTTES.
acob Dorst, 565 Logan Ave.. Toronto.
?, B. Hngt':é, lsnglcwgo:i, nt. ronto 1282
J. L. Margach, Port Hope, Ont.
GOLDEN WYANDOTTES.
Wm. H. Ulley, s8 Victoria Sq., Montreal, Que. 394
. BLACK JAVAS.
J. D. Robesteon, Box 163, Guelph, Ont. 93

WHITE P. ROCKS.

L. G. Pequegnat, New Hamburg, 293
Wou b Lengett, Salt Point, N.v-, U.S.A. 293
BARRED P. ROCKS.

{{as. McLaren, Stephen St., Owen Sound. 393

. Downs, Garrison Commons, Toronto. 393

{. Bennet, 189 Bathurst St., Toronto. 593

V. H. Locke, Campbellford, Ont. 194

L. G. Pequegnat, New Hamburg, Ont, 294

Win, P. Leggett, Salt Point, N.Y,, U.S.A 294
: S. C. B. LEGHORNS.

R, Elliott, Wingham, Ont. 394
J. L. Margach, Port Hope, Ont. . 394
DARK BRAHMAS
as, McLaren, Stephen St., Owen Sound. 393
‘red. S. McGillis, Brighton, Ont. 494
LIGHT BRAHMAS.

Wm. P. Leggett, Sak Point, N.V., U.S.A. 294
Fred. S. McGillis, Brighton, Ont. 494
INDIAN GAME.

.D. G. Davies, gt Grange Ave,, Toronto.* 3293
Wm, Langdon, Port Hope, Ont. S9¢
WHITE GUINEAS.

Fred. 8. McGillis, Brighton, Ont. 493
HOMING PIGEONS.

F. Auclair, 53 Canal St. West, Ottawa. 3293
ROUEN DUCKS.

Wm, P. Leggett, Salt Point, N.Y., U.S.A, 204

! DEPOSIT DEPARTMENT.

To facilitate business between buyer and seller we
have opened a department under above head, and will
teceive purchase money till the bargain is consumated.
The plan is as follows: Suppose A in London desires
to purchase a bird or birds {rom B in Montreal, but
naturally does not like to send money to one who is en-
tirely unknown to him._ Instead of doing so A sends
us the money, writes to B same time, and we notify both
of the receipt of amount. B then ships the purchase to
A on approval and when A writes us that the pur.
chase 1s satisfactory we forward amount to B less
our commission. _ If the birds are not satisfactory A
returns them to B and we retum money to A less
our commission.

Rures—z. All purchases must be sent on approval,
buyer to pay charges each way unless otherwise
arranged.

2. Our commission on sales up to $20 is so cents,
over $20 234 percent.  If no sale is made we retum
money less same amount.

ﬁ. Packing must be supplied free of charge by
seller unless otherwise ammanged.
This Coupon Is good for one advertise-

ment of 30 words in the *‘For Sale and
Exchange” or *‘Stock Transfors” columns,

Canadian Poultry Review, Toronto, Ont,

’1‘0 meet the wants of advertisers who are continually

using this column, and who find it a great trouble
to be constantly remitting small amounts, we have
adopted the plan of issuing Coupons (as above) good
for 30 words each, 4 for $1. Any one buying these
Couponscan use them at any time in licu of money,
when sending in an adver Not less than four
Coupons sold.

.FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE.

8T Advertisements of 27 words, including
address, received for the above objects, at
25 eents for eack and every insertion, and r
cent for eack additional word. Payment
striclly in advance. No advertisement will be
inserted unless fully prepaid.

Indian Games that must produce prize winners,
my breeding pen contains eight prize birds, six of them
including cocg, imported, weight of cock 934 pounds,
eggs $3per 13. A A Whitteker, Morrisburg. Ont,

Silver Laced Wysandottes, Light Brahmas
and Partridge Cochin tgﬁ for sale, firstclass stock,
a

oggs $t.soner 13- M B Hague, Inglewood. 793



