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CHAPTER XXIII .
LAKE WINNIPEG.—RED RIVER TO THE LITTLE SASKATCHEWAX. ® %ﬁ
Mouth of Red River.—Aurora.—Weather Signs.—Channel at the Mouth of f
Red River.—Storm.—Character of the South Coast of Lake Winnipeg.— w
Fresh-water Shells.—New Land.— West Coast.—Conferve.—The Willow e
Islands.—Clay Cliffs.—Good Land.—Drunken River.—Aurora.—Rock fi’%
“Exposure.—Deer Island.—Section on Deer Island. Fquivalent of the 2
Chazy Formation.—Fishing Ground.—Miskena.—Grindstone Point.—Rey. i,
Mr. Brooking.—Rocks at Grindstone Point.—The Little Grindstone Point. ‘:g;u
—ZEast Coast of Lake Winnipeg.—Punk Island.—Yellow Ochre.—Coast el
near Dog’s Head.—Limestone Cave Point.—Fissured Rocks.—Jack Fish W
River.—Fisher Bay.—The Cat Head.—Little Saskatchewan Bay.—Fast %5?‘
* Coast' of Lake Winnipeg.—Dimensions of Lake Winnipeg.—Elevation %;5';
and Distance of the Lake Superior Watershed.—Elevation of the Mis- ’%ﬁ;
© sissippi Watershed. %?*
THE early period of the year durmg which the arrival b
of winter may be expected to close the navigation of the .
lakes and rivers of Rupert’s Land, makes every autumnal B
""day valuable for contmumor an exploration in canoes or
batteaux. A fortnight, hewever, after our return from ﬁ
B2 .
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4 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

the prairies was necessarily occupied at what may be ap-
propriately termed Selkirk Settlement, in writing reports
and making preparations for a voyage through Lake .
Winnipeg, the Little Saskatchewan River, and Lake
Manitobah to the  Salt Region on the shores of Winni-"
o pego-sis Lake. Mr. Dickinson prepared for an ex-
ploration of the country between the Lake.of the Woods
and Red River, and bétween the Assinniboine and the
49th parallel. Both parties were ready by the 18th, and
~ at noon started on their respective routes.
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Freighter's Boat.

s

In a Red River freighter’s boat of four tons’ burden,
‘ with a crew of seven men, and accompanied by Mr.-
R Fleming, I reachedja point about seven miles below the
c . Indian Settlement, being aided by a fair wind, and camped .
- . at dusk. On the following, morning, the temperature of .
S N __ the air at sunrise was 63°, of the river, 59°. We arrived
“\ < at the mouth of the river at 10 A.M., and hastened to avail
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WEATHER SIGNS. - . 5

ourselves of a south-east wind just beginning to rise. Last
night the aurora was very beautiful, and extended far
beyond the zenith, leading the voyageurs- to predict a
"windy day. The notion :prevails with them #heit When
the aurora is low, the following day will be calm ; when
‘high, stormy. The temperature of the mouth of the
river was 59° and of the open lake, 14 mile from shore,
581°. Rain commenced as soon as we were fairly in
Lake Winnipeg *, the wind suddenly chopped round to
the north, driving a dense fog before it, and in a few
minutes enveloped us in a misty shower. The steersman
mstantly turned about and made for the mouth of the
river, there being no harbour nearer than the Willow
Islands, at least fifteen miles distant. The breeze rapidly

| . increased to a gale as we regained calm water inside the

bar at the mouth of Red River.

The wind subsided about 2 P.M., and a shot heard from -

a direction due south of where we lay, induced some of
the voyageurs to exclaim, that the wind ‘'would soon come
from that direction, according to an impression common
- among these excellent observers and interpreters of
“signs,” that a shot heard against the wind is a good
omen. But our steersman placed more faith in the aurora,
and thought we had not “taken all the wind out of it
yet.” The sky having a threatening appearance, we de-
termined to camp. .

There are six ' mouths to Red River, winding through
extensive marshes; the channel through which we passed
was the main outlet; its breadth varies from twenty to
twenty-eight feet, and on either side shelves rapidly from
four to eighteen feet of water. At 3 p.M., when just on

* Winnipeg, from the Ojibway— W%, dirty ; and mpe, water.
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6 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

the point of starting, one of the voyageurs suggested that
we should, wait for a few minutes longer as he had ob-
served the water of the lake coming in at the mouth of
the river, and thought that the wind would soon blow
strong from the north, although at the time the sky was
clear and a calm prevailed. In less than half an hour a
_fresh northerly breeze sprang up, scud appeared drifting
before it, and the waters of the lake flowed rapidly up
the river into the vast marshes which extend for many
miles inland at the southern extremity of Lake Winni-
peg. The weather at this season of the year is very
changeable, and renders boat navigation of the lake
rather hazardous. In anticipation of a storm, we made
ourselves as comfortable as circumstances would permit
on a low spit of sand, with the lake before us, the river
on our left hand, and interminable marshes east and south
of us. : )
Soon after sunset, the breeze from the north rose into
a gale; the water of the lake ran like a rapid up the
river channel into the swamps, and a terrific swell soon
set in from the lake, breaking upon the sandy beach with
a stunning noise. The water rose to within six inches
of the level of the spit on which our tent was pitched
and threatened every instant to submerge it. At 10 p.m.,
the gale was at its height, and as we sat upon a stranded
trunk of a tree, looking out upon the lake, a truly mag-

nificent scene lay before @s. Huge crested breakers -

covered the lake as far as we could see through the
gloom, lighting up-the coast with long glistening streaks

of white foam. The noise was so overpowering that we

had great difficulty in hearing one another speak; the
waves broke over the narrow spit which formed the low
bank of the river where our boat was moored and the

BpOoOgWmMB 0
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SOUTH COAST OF LAKE WINNIPEG. 7

tent pitched ; our camp ground was reduced to a strip of
sand eight yards broad and seven inches above the river
on one side, with overflowing swamps on the other; if
the storm had continued half an hour longer we should
have been compelled to take to the boat and drift into
the reeds, at the risk of being stranded when the gale
subsided and the water retired from the marshes into the

lake.

Beach of Lake Winnipeg, near the Mouths of Red River.

For many miles the south coast of Lake Winnipeg
consists' of alternate strips of sand sustaining willows, and
narrow, reedy marshes running parallel to.the coast line.

Some of these sand strips show many years of duration
when well protected by drift timber, others are of recent

origin, clean and bare, enclosing ponds in which rushes

are only just beginning to show themselves. They are the

records of the progress made by new land in its invasion
B 4
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of the lake at and near the mouths of Red River. A
northerly gale throws up a bar or beach about one
hundred yards from the main shore; on the new beach
drifted timber accumulates, and in process of time be
comes consolidated by the gravel and sand which is
washed between the logs. Willows soon grow on the
new soil thus formed, and bind the whole into a firm
beach with a marsh in the rear. A heavy gale may sweep
the new land away or throw up another beach about one
hundred yards in advance of it, on which the process of
consolidation is renewed. For ages past this work of
construction and destruction has been greatly in favour of
the former. Hence it arises that, with the exception of
the newly formed sp1t at .the mouth of the river, there is

. no, accessible camping g?rdund for several miles up the

stream marshes surround -the spits or- old beaches on
which the willows grow, and extend in all directions 28/
far ‘as the eye can reach. -

The beach and marshes contain an infinite number «%f
fresh-water shells belonging to the genera Heliz, Bulz'mfis,

- Succinea, Pupa, Planorbis, Lymneus, &c. &c. For many

hundred yards together the beach is covered with pexzfect
or disintegrated forms of these shells, thrown up b/y/r the
waves upon the sand.

We employed ourselves during our unexpected deten—
tion in examining the coast, sounding the river; and in
shooting and fishing. Our sporting brought us only six

duck, three plover, and three large pike.” The flesh of

the pike was of a delicate salmon colour, more like that,
of the salmon trout of the Canadian lakes than of the
common pike.

Sept. 21st. —Rlsmg at4 A.M. in half an hour we were en

. route, the morning Just beginning to dawn ; temperature




THE WILLOW ISLANDS. 9

of the air at sunrise, 51°, of lake 59°. The west coast
for a few, miles is elevated from five to six feet above the
ldke; hefe and there a low beach of limestone gravel,
| dand, and'a few granite boulders, is fringed with a belt of
tall aspens which grow within twenty feet of the water’s
. edge.” Behind the belt of aspens is a marsh, then another
belt of aspens also followed by a marsh. This succession
continues for a distance of abonit three miles before good
land supporting heavy aspens is to be found in large areas.
. Near to the spot where we breakfasted, an. excellent illus-
tration of the prevailing character of the west coast, thus
far, occurs. A sandy beach covered with shingle had
| separated a former bay from the main body of the lake.
On this beach, which was not twenty feet broad, or more
than five above the lake level, willows, dogwood, and
| grasses were growing; a large pond lay inside, fringed
 with rushes ; it was tenanted by hosts of duck. In the

aspen, separated a marsh from it, which had doubtless
| onceé been a bay of the lake, then a pond, and finally a
marsh.
At 11 A.mM,a vast quantity of confervee appeared in
' clusters on the surfice of the laKe, resembling in every
- particular a similar organism noticed in extraordinary
profusion on . the Lake of the Woods in August, 1857.
The sudden appearance of this “ weed,” indicated a calm,
.a«;;rdmg to the experience of our voyageurs. A calm
- did occur for a short time, soon, however, followed by rain
. in the north, which fortunately did not reach wus.
Inland ponds cut off from the lake by low beaches
‘appear as far as the Willow Islands, where we arrived in
. the afternoon. These islands were found to-consist of a
- few small sandy areas and one long narrow strip of sand

T~

rear of this pond a narrow strip of land clothed with.
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and gravel, stretchmg into the lake in an easterly direction,
and separated from the shore bya narrow channel. They
are fast wearing away, and in the memory of some of
the voyageurs, were covered ten years since with willows,
poplar, and a few spruce. = They have probably afforded
much of the material for the formation of the beaches
which have cut off portions of the lake on the south-
west coast, the sand apd shingle being drifted along the
shore by the long waves which every breeze from the
north or a northerly direction creates. The depth of
water near the coast is very small; soundings showed
twenty-nine feet of water one mile north of Willow Island,
the deepest part yet observed. Near Willow Island
we met an Indian in a canoe with his wife and two
children: he was going to Red River. I gave him some
tobacco and his squaw a small. quantity of tea ; in return
he unrolled a piece of birch bark and handéd me the
moufle of a moose, at the safé time remarking that he
was a conjuror and would “ make us a fair wind.” The
steersman replied that a fair wind for us would be adverse
to him. “Ah,” said the conjuror, “but I Wlu make one
for you and two for myself.”

In the afternoon I landed to-examine some chﬁs of
clay which appear about twenty-three miles from the
mouth of the river. They were sixteen feet in altitude,
and exposed a clean surface of stratified marl, reposmg
on a brownish-black clay. The stratification was in thin
horizontal layers, easily detached one from the other.
The brownish-black clay showed a very tenacious
character, so much so, that it was very difficult to break
off with the hand masses larger than ten or twelve cubic
inches, in any other direction than that of the plane of
stratification. It was worn by the action of the waves

A d e oA v
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DONATI’S COMET—AN AURORA. 11

into a great variety of forms, and on the beach lay large
numbers of egg-shaped and spherical bodies, varying
from one foot in length and three inches in diameter, to
. small round pellets of the size of peas. They were
covered with minute pebbles, or with sand, and when
broken, showed a nucleus of the tough clay which had .
assumed its regular form by constant rolling on the beach.
No organic remains were found, and the impression con-
veyed by the aspect of the clay and the marl by which it
was capped, satisfied me that it was of the same age as
the clay and' marly substratum of the Red River and As-
sinniboine Prairies. '

The timber in the forest consisted of aspens and birch,
with a few oak, elm, and ash. Our steersman, who knew
the country well, informed me that good land on which
large timber grew, did not extend mere than one mile
from the lake. It is succeeded by spruce and tamarac .
(Lariz Americana) marshes, the trees being of dwarfish
dimensions. " The afternoon was calm and warm, so far
verifying the predictions of our voyageurs, which they
had based on the sudden appearance of the “ weed,” in
the morning,

Sept. 22nd.—Tast night was.cold, calm, and beautiful,
the thermometer fell to 36° at 10 P.M., and to the freez-
ing point before daybreak. Donati’s comet shope a fine
celestial object; and notwithstanding the brightness of
- the moon, then nearly full, a splendid aurora was dis-
tinctly visible, and the heavens presented a peculiarly
- beautitul spectacle.  We camped near the mouth . of
_ Drun}<en” River, a small stream which would make an
excellent boat harbour, if widened at its outlet. The
- clay cliffs and marl disappeared before we arrived at our
camping place ; the shore again consisting of a beach, with
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12 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

a swamp or marsh, fringed with small spruce and tamarac
in the rear. I aroused the men at 4 A.M. The aurora at
that hour was a splendid object, and appeared in the form
of sudden flashes of’low arcs of hght complete from east
to west, rising in vast wabes from one constant luminous
base, a few degrees above the horizon. The undulations
of pale light followed one another with great rapidity and
regularity for many minutes together.

A strong westerly breeze early this morning, soon
enabled us to reach the Sandy Bar, fourteen miles from
Drunken River, and then the Grassy Narrows, a distance
of seven miles. Both of these points are low, sandy, and
gravelly peninsulas stretching out into the lake opposite
to Big Black Island. The first exposure of limestone was
seen on a small island opposite Big Black Island, which
we named Guano Island. It dipped very slightly to the
south-west ; a search for fossils was' fruitless, but on Big
Black Island and those adjacent to it, near the -Little
Grindstone Point, limestone of Lower Silurian age ap-
pears in the form of low mural cliffs on the west shores,
which alone were seen. This limestone is a continuation
of a-fine exposure afterwards found on Deer Island,
where we arrived at 1 p.m.

The following section occurs on Deer Island :—

Shingle Beach (Limestone) :

No. 1. Four feet of dark green argﬂlo—arenaceous shale,
with thin layers of sandstone of uneven thickness—
Fucoids very abundant in the sandstone. The weathered
sandstone is reddish brown; fresh surfaces are white or
grey. White iron pyrites assimilating the forms of disks,
spheroids, and shells occurs in the sandstone

No. 2. In many respects like the former; the sandstone
la,yers are from one to four inc mches in thickness and pre-

~
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. DEER ISLAND, LAKE WINNIPEG. 13

dominate over the shaly portions. Its thickness is six
feet. The charactér of these formations (1 and 2) is very :
variable; the green argillaceous portion sometimes pre-
dominates; and occasionally the sandstone, |

No. 3. Ten feet of sandstone with green bands of a
soft argillaceous rock, from one quarter to four inches in

thickness. The sandstoné often white, but generally red.
A persistent green band, a few inches thick, filled with

Exposure on Dedr Island, near Grindstone Point.

it e

obscure forms resembling fucoids, is very characteristic,
The red-coloured sandstone is often soft and friable, the

" white frequently embodied in the red. Both red and
¢ white contain obscure organic forms. The green patches
which are found throughout the sandstone contain im-
pressions of fucoids; an Orthoceratite was found in the
sandstone. In some parts of the exposure on Deer Island
the sandstone layers are much harder, although partaking
of the characters al@ady described. When thus hard,

—
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14 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

the white portion is extremely brilliant, of a pure white,

and very siliceous ; it would form an excellent material -

for the manufacture of glass. Forms, coloured brown,
often pervade the white sandstone, and appear to re-

semble fucoids and corals replaced by brown ochreous'

sand.

No. 4. Eighteen feet of limestone, perfectly horizontal,
very hard, and breaking off the cliff, where the soft sand-
stone has been weathered away, in huge rhomboidal slabs,
eight to twenty-five feet in dlameter, and’ four to ten
inches thick.

The surface of the limestone shows silicified shells and
corals: among the shells an Orthoceras nine inches in
diameter was seen, with fossils belonging to the - genera
Rhynchonella. and Tetradium. This formation is equiva-
lent to the Chazy of New York and Canada, and con-
sequently lies near the base of the Lower Silurian Series.

In the shmgle immediately below the cliff, many ﬁne
Orthoceratites were found, with a large Maclurea, and
C’atempom escharoides.®

Limestone forms the west coast for some miles south
of Big Grindstone Point, where we arrived in the evening.
This part of Lake Winnipeg is very beautiful, resembling,
in many pleasing particulars, the scenery on the justly
celebrated Lake Simcoe, Canada West, near the Narrows,
where wooded islands rising from the lake in clusters and
TOWS, are suggestive of tranquil summer retreats. Between
Grindstone Point and Deer Island, the lead showed sixty
feet of water. It is the great fishing-ground of some of
the bands of Indians who make this part of the lake their

* For the determination.of’the fossils from this and other localities in the
region about Lake Winnipeg, Manitobah, &c., I am indebted to E. B1111ngs,
Esq., F.G.S., Palxeontologist to the Canadian Geologlcal Survey.
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THE REV. MR. BROOKING. T 15

wintering place. =~ White fish are very abundant, and
caught by the Indians in large numbers ;their flavour is
not so fine as those of Lake Manitobah, or of the Qu'ap-
pelle Lakes. Sturgeon are also numerous, and, according
| to the belief of the miserable natives who fish here during
the winter, the deeppart of the lake is their great place
of resort at that period of the year, where they lie with
Mis-ke-na, «the chief of the fishes,” in the southern por-
tion of Lake Winnipeg. ,
Longfellow alludes to the same superstition held by
Lake Superior Indians, in the song of « Hiawatha,” when
he makes his hero go— ’ '

“ Forth,upoh the Getche Gumee,
On the shining Big-Sea-Water,
‘With his fishing-line of cedar—
Of the twisted bark of cedar—
Forth to catch the sturgeon Nahma,
Nishe-Nahma, King of Fishes,
In his birch canoe exulting :
All alone went Hiawatha.”

We approached Grindstone Point after dark, and ob-
served a camp-fire on the beach, with a freighter’s boat
close in shore. Tt belonged to the Rev. Mr. Brooking
¥ and his family, who were returning to Rossville from Red
River. Mr. Brooking is a Wesleyan missionary, for some
‘years a resident in Rupert’s Land, and engaged in the
-unthankful labour of attempting to Christianize the In-
~dians. He had traveled from the head of Lake Winnipeg
to Red River Settlement, to obtain medical advice for
'Mrs. Brooking, who was very unwell. Our interview
~was short, the voyageurs“in Mr. Brooking’s boat being
‘anxious to take advantage of a fair wind which had just
‘arisen. As soon as supper was ended they embarked
and proceeded by moonlight on their lonely journey. He
was twenty days in coming from Norway House to Red
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16" — " River, having been kept back by contrary winds. His :
o prospects of traversing thelake rapidly were now more
NI favourable, as the south wind wwhich prevailed would
soon drive a freighter’s boat to Norway House.
Sept. 23rd. — The rocks at Grindstone Point, about six
: miles north of Deer Island, are similar to those already
?'“ described in the previous section. Being further north,
the exposure is higher, and the sandstone bands more

A T T e T e S T e

Grindstone Point.

; fully shown. Beneath No. 1 of Deer Island, a hard,
3’ yellow, compact sandstone appears, and is exposed for a
: space of four feet above the level of the water. Strata
! No. 1 and No. 2 of Deer Island appear in a slightly dif- 3
Y. ferent form here" the sandstone bands are thicker; the i
1 green shaly portion more distinct as a separate band, and 78
' two feet thick; while above the hard yellow sandstone,
the base of No. 1 appears in the form of a purple band &
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of very soft sandstone, about one foot in thickness, con-
taining a vast number of stains, which seem to have been
occasioned by fucoids:

At TLittle Grindstone Point, the limestone No. 4 of
Deer Island comes to the water’s edge. The sandstone
No. 3 is just below its level. Little Grindstone Point is a
little more than seven miles south-west of Big Grindstone
Point, and the altitude of the limestone, where it touches
the sandstone at the last-named place, is about twenty-five

feet, which would give an inclination of a sectional expo- .

sure in a south-westerly direction of about three feet in
the mile. It appeared, however, to have a slight westerly
dip, showing the true dip to be a few degrees more to
the west than south-west, as was afterwards ascertained.
In the limestone, turbinated shells are numerous, with
Orthoceras of large dimensions. The scenery is attractive,

| and, in a geological point of view, eminently interesting.
I The opposite coast is formed of the unfossiliferous rocks
| belonging to the great Laurentian Series, which extends
| from Labrador to the Arctic Ocean. Within three miles

of Grindstone Point, islands .of this important formation
occur a short distance in advance of the east coast, which

is wholly composed of it.

The depth of Lake Winnipeg immediately opposite

t Grindstone Point is forty-eight feet. A storm afforded us

another (opportunity of examining the fossiliferous rocks
of this locality, for no sooner had we started in the direc-

f tion of the “Granite Islands,” opposite the point, than
the wind turned round to the north and compelled us to
| seek shelter in a bay of Punk Island, three miles south-
east of the Grindstone Point.

On Punk Island, strata 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Deer Island

 were recognised in a bay, with some lithological dif-

ferences. In Nos. 1 and 2 here, which could scarcely be
VOL. IL : c
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18 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

distinguished from one another, Modiolopis parviuscula
(N.8.) *, is very numerous. " '

On the north-east side of Punk Island, above the purple
sandstone mentioned as occurring at Big Grindstone
Point, a thin stratum of buff coloured Kmestone occurs,
_possessing some peculiarities. On raising slabs there is

"~ seen between each stratum a soft and very pure ochre
-of & beautiful yellow colour; it is found filling small

depressions in the limestone, and in layers, from one-
eighth to half an inch in thickness, The .ochre, when
moist and fresh, is easily worked by the fingers, quite
destitute of gritty or hard particles, of an-uniform pale
yellow ‘colour, and when burned, of a beautiful cin-
nabar red. It is used by the Indians in both states as a
pigment ; the limestone in which it occurs is extremely
porous and often honey-combed.

. Sept. 24th. — At half-past 2 am., the wind being fair,

- and the sky clear, we prepared to start. There was a

sharp frost during the night, and the thermometer regis-
tered 28°. 'We made the traverse of Great Washow Bay,
thirteen miles across, and breakfasted at a point half-way
between Bull’s Head and Dog’s Head. The limestone
cliffs here were about thirty feet high, and occupy the
coast from Bull’s Head to Whiteway’s Post, opposite the
Dog’s Head. Where seen at breakfast, the coast is
fringed with broken masses, which lie piled one on the
other in picturesque confusion. Ascending the cliff, I
found large portions detached from the main body, form-
ing deep clefts or cracks. Some of these fissures were
twelve feet wide and twenty feet deep, others three feet
wide and of greater depth. Sometimes the fissures were
roofed with masses which had slipped forward, forming

* See Chap. on the Silurian Series,
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LIMESTONE CAVE POINT. 19

long narrow caves lined with moss. One cave Was more
than sixty feet long, and, with the exception of a small
aperture, closed at one end and roofed throughout. We
named the spot Limestone Cave Point. From the descrip-
tion given by one of the yoyageurs who had wintered
near this place and knew the country well, the rock along
the coast, from the Bull’s Head to Pike Head, is fissured
in the manner described. Very roomy caverns can be

found, which are easily converted into excellent wintering

houses for trappers. The sides of the fissures are per-
pendicular, and the fracture is so even as to form cham-
| bers of a rhomboidal shape. = The passages between them
are beautifully covered with moss, while, gracefully droop-
ing overhead, the birch and white spruce obstruct the
rays of the sun, giving to these lonely cells a gloomy and
desolate aspect. The limestone is similar to that which
| has already been described as No. 4 of Deer Island. At
| the Narrows, or Dog’s Head, the limestone and unfos-
| siliferous rocks are in close proximity ; the east side of
| the strait being composed of the Laurentian Series, on the
west side, of lower Silurian limestone. ‘

The wind being favourable we- sailed during the whole
day, and at 4 p.M. reached the mouth of Jack Fish River,

N making a traverse across Fisher Bay, a very deep indenta-

tion whose westerif limit could not be seen from the
canoe. - In Fisher Bay islands are numerous, and some of
B them of large area, such as Gireat Moose Island, in the

§ mouth of the bay, and Juniper Island, four  miles to the
" north. Due west of the Dog’s Head, Black Bear Island
- contains an excellent boat harbour, a feature worthy of
- note, as it occurs near the beginning of the great traverse
across Fisher Bay. Jack Fish River issues from a marsh
- separated from the lake by a belt of sand and shingle
- about 100 yards broad. The river runs in a westerly
c2
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20 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

direction from a series of small lakes and swamps, through
a level, low country abounding in fine spruce and tamarac
forests, broken by gravelly ridges supporting poplar and

1 ; birch. The breadth of the river at its mouth is thirty
d{ ‘ feet, but where it passes through the swamp it is broad
LA and deep, and so continues for some distance into the

country. Jack Fish River is a favourite fishing station of
L a tribe of Swampys, and was once the seat of a missionary
P establishment. )

" It has been mentioned in a subsequent chapter that
this tribe were deterred during the winter of 1858 from
wintering here, .by a threat from a noted conjuror of
the Grand Rapid, illustrating the abject position in which
superstition frequently places these unfortunate people.

Leaving Jack Fish River, or the Pike Head, as it is also

, termed, from a promontory bearing that name near to
the mouth of the stream, we coasted under sail past
Wicked Point across the traverse of Kinwow Bay, rounded

Macbeth Point,.and camped at Pomt Turn-again, beyond

the Cat Head “The coast at. the Cat Head is very pre-

(orre AP AT g - g < o

-

T ‘ from the water, without any m\tgrvemng beach, so that
: ;g 3 ' boats cannot land, and must necessarily push on until

I ‘ narrow beach is found" &iew*mllgé beyond it. ILimestone

| cliffs, similar in all respects to se of the Gave Point,
occupy the coast at intervals as 4 as the Cat’ Head, and-
probably fringe the Mantagao-sebe Bay, as they are seen
v near the mouth of the Little Saskatchewan, and on the
' north point of .the great bay which derives its name from
that river. Taking advantage of a fair wind and fine
night we carried on across Lynx Bay, and camped at
half-past eleven, p. M.

At half-past four on the following morning a West‘erly
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B wind enabled us to pass the Bushkega and Sturgeon
Islands, and make the traverse across the Little Saskat-
chewan Bay to the mouth of the river. In making the

 traverse we could not see the extremity of this deep

§ indentation in a south-easterly direction, where the Man-
tagao-sebe debouches. The greater portion of the bay

| was coasted by Mr. Fleming, during his voyage from the

Grand Rapid to the mouth of Red River. The tem-

perature of the Little Saskatchewan was found to be 521°,

of Lake Winnipeg one degree higher. _2
The description of the west coast of Lake Winnipeg

from the mouth of the Little Saskatchewan to the Great

Saskatchewan is given in Mr. Fleming’s narrative, Chap.

XXIL, Vol. I In order to complete a description of the

entire coast line of this lake, I append the following

extract from ‘$iz John Richardson’s ¢ Journal of a Boat

Voyage through Rupert’s Land and the Arctic Sea.”
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neral, swampy, with granite knolls rising through the
soil, but not to such a height as to render the scenery
t hilly. The pine-forest skirts the shore at the distance of

breadth of continuous lake surface seems to be in process
of diminution, in the following way. A bank of sand is
first drifted up, in the ]me of a chain of rocks which may
| happen to lie across the: ‘outh of an inlet or deep bay.
b Carices, balsam-poplars, and willows speeéhly take root
t therein, and the basin which lies behind, cut off from the
parent lake, is gradually converted into a marsh by the

§ luxuriant growth of aquatic plants. The sweet gale next’

appears on its borders, and drift-wood, much of it rotten

and comminuted, is thrown up on the exterior bank,

together with some roots and stems of larger trees. The
c3

EAST COAST OF LAKE WINNIPEG. ' 21

“The eastern coast:line of -Lake Winnipeg is, in ge-

two or three miles, covering gently rising lands, and the
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" before the high winds into the swamp behind, and, . 2

22 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

/
first spring storm covers these with sand, and in a few
weeks the vigorous vegetation of a short but active
summer binds the whole together by a network of the
roots of bents and willows. Quantities of drift-sand pass

weighing down the flags and willow-branches, prepare a
fit soil for succeeding crops. During the winter of this
climate, all remains fixed as the summer left it ; and
the next season is far advanced before the bank thaw;
little of it washes back into the water, but, on the
trary, every gale blowing from the lake brings a
supply of sand from the shoals which are continually-
forming along the shore. The floods raised by melted
snows cut narrow channels through the frozen beach, by
which the ponds behind are drained of their superfluous
waters. As the soil gradually acquires deptly, the balsam-
poplars and aspens overpower the willows, which, how-
ever, continue to form a line of demarcation between the
lake and the encroaching forest.

“ Considerable sheets of water are also cut off on the
north-west side of the lake, where theé bird’s-eye limestone
forms the whole of the coast. Very recently this corner
was deeply indented by narrow, branching bays, whose
outer points were limestone cliffs. Under the action of
frost, the thin horizontal beds of this stone split up, cre-
vices are formed perpendiéularly, large blocks are de-
tached, and the cliff is rapidly overthrown, soon becoming

®

masked by its own ruins. In a season or two the slabs 23
break into small fragments, which are tossed up by the &
waves acrass the neck of the bay into the form of narrow 3
ridge-like beaches, from twenty to thirty feet high. Mud
and vegetable matter gradually fill up the pieces of water 3
thus secluded; a willbw swamp is formed; and when ;

the ground is somewhat consolidated, the willows are
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LEADING DIMENSIONS OF LAKE WINNIPEG. 23

reI{Iaced by a grove of aspens.* Near the first and
second Rocky Points f, the various stages of this process
may be inspected, from the rich alluvial flat covered with
trees and bounded by cliffs that once overhung the water,
to the pond recently cut off by a naked barrier of lime-
stone, pebbles, and  slabs, discharging its spring floods
into the lake by a narrow though rapid stream. In
some exposed places the pressure of the ice, or power of
the waves in heavy gales, has forced the'limestone frag-
ments into the woods, and heaped them round the stems
of trees, some of which are dying a lingering death;
while others, that have been dead for many years, testify
to their former vitality, and the mode in which they have
perished, by their upright stems, crowned by the decorti- .
cated and lichen-covered branches which protrude from
the stony bank. The analogy between the entombment
of living trees, in. their erect position, to the stems of

Stgillarie, which rise through different layers in the coal- -

measures, is obvious.” 1
The following are the approximate leadmg dimensions.,,

of Lake Winnipeg : oo
Area of Lake . . 8500 square miles.
Length, not including Play Green La.ke 280 statute miles.
Greatest breadth . . . 57 »
Length of coast line . . 930 2
Approxlmate height above the sea . . 628 feet.

* The fact of the formation of these detached ponds, marshes, and alluvial
flats, points either to a gradual elevation of the district, or to an enlarge-
ment of the outlet of the lake, producing a subsidence of its waters.

T The strata at these points contain many gigantic Orthoceratites, some of
which have been described by Mr. Stokes in the Geological Transactions.

1 If oné of the sprucé firs included in the limestone debris, had its top
broken off, and a layer of mud were deposited over all, we should have the
counterpart of a sketch of Sir Henry de la Béche’s Manual (p. 407). The
thick and fleshy rhizomata of the Calla palustns marked with the cicatrices
of fallen leaves, and which are abundant in these waters, bear Do very
distant resemblance to stigmarie. .
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24 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

This estimate of the altitude of. Lake Winnipeg above :

the sea level, was deduced in 1857 from the levels taken
across the portages along-the line of the canoe communi
cation between Fort William on Lake Superior, and Fort
Alexander on Lake Winnipeg. The height of the dividing
ridge which separates these lakes from one another, is
1485 feet above the level of the sea; and distant, by the
canoe route, 104 miles from Fort William, and 510 miles
from Fort Alexander.

Major Long found the sources of the St. Peter and Red
Rivers to be 830 feet above the ocean, and Lake Winni-
peg 630 feet above the same level—a difference of only
two feet in excess of the estimate we made in 1857.

When it is considered that the St. Peter River is an
affluent of the Mississippi flowing into the Gulf of Mexico,
and that Red River communicates with Lake Winnipeg,
which sends its surplus water to Hudson’s Bay by Nelson
River, the extraordinary lowness of the southern water-
shed becomes apparent.

Lake Winnipeg freezes- every winter, ice frequently
forming to the thickness of five feet, and sometimes not
leaving the upper end of the lake before the 10th of

June.




CHAP XXIV.

THE MOUTH OF THE LITTLE SASKATCHEWAN, OR DAUPHIN
RIVER, TO THE SALT SPRINGS ON WINNIPEGO-SIS LAKE.
The Little Saskatchewan.—Height of Bank.—Country in Rear.—Tracking.—

Swamps.—Banks of River.—Ojibway Camp.—White-fish.—Character of
Country.—Canoe “Fleet.—Spruce.—Boulders.—Marsh.—St. Martin Lake.

—Money.”—Pounded Fish.—War-path River.—War Roads.—Ojibway, ,

Sioux, Swampy, Cree, Blackfoot, and Crow.—Wavys.— Fine Land. —
The Narrows.—Boulder Barriers—Sugar Island.—Indians.—Gneissoid
TIslands.—St. Martin Rocks.—Beach Barriers.—Depth of St. Martin Lake.
—Thunder Tsland.—Thunder-storm.—Partridge Crop River.—Rushes.—
'0ld Mission.—Low Country.—Indian Farmer.—Wide-spread Marsh.—
Fairford. — The Character of the Country.— The Mission.— Evening
Service.—Rev. Mr. Stagg.—The Farm.—Hudson’s Bay Company’s Post.
—Rum.—Lake Manitobah.—Progress of the Season.—Rocks.—Fossils.—
The Coast.—Steep Rock Point.—Devonian Rocks.—Indian Superstition.
—Water-hen River.—Eagles.—Character of Water-hen River.—Pelicans.
—Indians.—Wodod and Prairie Indians.—Barter.—Winnipego-sis Lake.
—Ermine Point.—Elms.—Salt Spring.—Snake Islands.—~Duck Mountain.
—Snake Island Fossils.—Arrive at Salt Springs.

A FEW hundred yards above the mouth of the river, ho-
' rizontal Lower Silurian limestone shows itself on both
sides, and it is through this rock that the Little Saskat-
| chewan has excavated its bed. The limestone contains
E fossils in abundance, but in very bad state of preservation
. in'many of the layers. They are similar to those found

on Lake Winnipeg at Cave Point, and in its lithological-

aspect there is no appreciable difference between the ex-
posures in either locality. The Little Saskatchewan, as
its name implies, has a very rapid current, varying from
- one to four miles an hour. The banks are not more than
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26 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

twenty to twenty-five feet above its level near the mouth,
and diminish in altitude in ascending the stream. They
are fringed with aspen, poplar, spruce and tamarac. In
the rear, swamps occur, often covéred with deep moss,
and containing islands of tamarac and a few balsam
spruce of fair dimensions, but scarcely suitable for any
other purposes than those which a: ‘limited - settlement
might occasion. )

The river proving too rapid for using the sweeps, we
were compelled to track up, a difficult and tedious labour
to the men, but offering an excellent opportunity for
making traverses into the country, which, however, were

‘never deep, the swamps soon arresting progress inland.

The general aspect of the river for the first four miles is
very attractive, resembling in many particulars Rainy
River. About three miles from the lake the limestone
disappears, being covered with drift or alluvial clay. The
banks rise gently with the stream, which is rapid and
shallow. -‘The yellow autumnal foliage of the aspens
contrasts beautifully at this season of the year with the
spruce and tamarac, and gives a charming appearance to
the river banks. Towards evening we arrived at a
camp of Swampys, containing four tents. They had an
abundance of white-fish, and told me the river was ¢ full
of them.” Anxious to test the statement I intimated a
wish to purchase a score of fresh fish, and offered an
Indian some tea and tobacco if he would catch them im-
mediately. He accepted the offer, entered his canoe, and
crossing over to a well-known eddy, in fifteen minutes
brought back twenty white-fish, weighing on an average
three pounds each. We camped close to the Swampys,
on the edge of a cranberry marsh, as we knew that if we
tracked a mile or so up the stream they would follow us,
and our party might be increased by others in advance of
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DAUPHIN RIVER SWAMPYS. . 27

them. As it was, the guns they fired upon our arrival had
been heard, so that at sunset several canoes came swiftly

down the stream, filled with men and women to * learn
the news.” The whole body- camped close to us, and
what with talfiing, shouting, screaming of children and
howling of dogs, we enjoyed no rest until late in the
nighit. .

Rising at day-break on the following morning, Sept.
26th, a few hours were occupied in examining the country
in the rear of the camp. The banks of the river are

| here about twenty feet above the present level of the
| river, but the country is very marshy, and clothed with

tamarac and spruce behind the belt of aspens which

‘ fringe the river banks. After breakfast, the wind being

fair, we hoisted_sail, and in company with our Swampy
friends proceeded up the river. A little fleet of twenty-
three canoes, each with a birch bark sail, glided ‘quickly
ahead of us, but the breeze freshening, we soon caught
and passed them one by one. About nine miles from the

. mouth, the banks of the river are not more than ten

feet above its present level, but are rarely flooded. They
consist of alluvial clay, and “sustain many groves of fine
spruce and aspen. At some of the bends there is a large
accumulation of boulders, consisting chiefly of the un-
fossiliferous rocks. The colouring of the trees, at this
season of the year, was unusually delicate and beautifgl,

 nearly all the aspens- in front being yellow, while those

in the rear, protected in some measure from the night

b frosts, still retained their green.

About five miles from St. Martin Lake, a wide-spread-
ing marsh begins, on the edge of which we camped, our
Indian friends soon closing with us; when the wind

failed, the squaws towed their canoes with lines made of
twisted cedar bark. Some of the old men were anxious
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28 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

to show me some specimens of «“Money ” they had care-
fully folded in bits of cloth or birch bark. The “Money,”
respectmg which they have no distinct idea except that
it is “ white,” according to information they have obtained
from half-breeds, consisted of fragments of selenite, iron’
pyrites, and silver mica. They profess to know where
a large quantity of this “Money”‘is to be found, and
demand tea and tobacco for the intelligence. These
Indians had been making their autumnal fishing hunt,
and possessed large birch bark vessels filled with pounded
white-fish, previously dried and smoked, a miserable sub-
stitute for pemmican. They had also sturgeon bladders
filled with white-fish oil. The pounded fish and the oil
form part of their, winter stores; some samples which
were submitted to g:ne for inspection, with a view to barter,
were the reverse of inviting,

The chief pointed out a portage "path between the

- Little Saskatchewan or Dauphin River, and the War-path
~ River, which forms the war-road of the Ojibways -and

Swampys of Lake Winnipeg when they proceed on their
periodical excursions against the Sioux. This war road
was much used in the earlier history of the natives of the
Low Country, but on account of the great diminution in
their numbers, which has taken place during the present
century, war is no longer a pursuit or pastime with them,
as with the Lac la Pluie Ojibways and the Sioux.

The selection of certain tracts of country for the
“ War-path ” is probably determined by the facilities pre-
sented for communication and concealment combined.
The fo]lowmg are celebrated ¢ war-paths,” where hunt-
ing is gEnera]ly disallowed, although game from that
circumstance is usually most abundant.

1. «The War-path River” and war road of the Lac
la Pluie Ojibways, and the Sioux, from Rainy River to

-




WAR-ROADS AND WAR-PATH RIVERS. .29

| Red Lake River, thence across the prairies in the Valley

of Red Lake River to Miniwaken or Devil’s Lake, in Da-
kotah Territory. ~

2. “ War-path River,” from the south-west corner of
f the Lake of the Woods to Roseau River, thence, to the
prairies west of Red River — the same tribes.

3. “ War-path River,” frop Lake Winnipeg to the Little
Saskatchewan, thence to the prairies south of Manitobah

Lake — the old war-path of the Swampy Crees, the As--

| sinniboines and Sioux, also of the Swampy Crees and the
Lake Winnipeg Ojibways.

4. The “ War-road,” near the Elbow of the South
B Branch of the Saskatchewan, on the flanks of the Grand
| Coteau, of the Blackfeet and Plain Crees.

5. The “ War-road” of the Sioux, Blackfeet and
- Crows, in the valley of the Yellowstone.

September 2Tth.— A ‘stormy uncomfortable night.
Wavys, as the half-breeds term them, Wa-wa in Cree,
| (Anser hyperboreus), flying to the south early this morning
in large flocks, were regarded as a sure sign of approaching
t winter. The Indians say there is some fine land with
i large trees in the rear of this part of the river, but from
our camp to St. Martin Lake, about thirteen miles in an
air-line from Lake Winnipeg, the banks are low and marshy.

St. ‘Martin Lake once reached, small eminences;, which

| in this flat” country almost deserve the name of . hills,
appear on the south and north coasts, before entering
i the Narrows. In general the shores are véry low, par-
f ticularly to the south-east. The Narrows are caused by a

remarkable barrier of boulders, chiefly consisting of the
j unfossiliferous rocks, about six feet above the lake and
twenty feet broad. On the west side of the barrier there
is an extensive mde—spreadmg marsh, but the water of

"% the lake is clear, as in most limestone regions.
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30 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

We arrived at this isolated body of water, soon after £
noon, and camped on a beach or barrier thrown up in S T
the form of semicircular ridges, about half a mile across 3 +
o : the arc, and connected in the form of the letter 8. In the SN -
i : ' formation of these ridges granite or gneissoid boulders 3
% are first pushed by ice upon a limestone gravel bar,
. - aspens and willows grow on the ridges rapidly formed by -
, sand and gravel washed up in the rear of thq boulders,
P ‘and the space partly enclosed or sheltered by the curve is
: soon filled with reeds, thus forming extensive marshes at

the eastern extremity of St. Martin Lake. Near the
channel which separates this maze from the main body of
the Lake, a new beach is now in process of formation,
and consists at present of a Jong semicircular line of
stranded boulders, over which the sea washes in easterly
and westerly gales. Round about the boulders, limestone

: gravel is accumulating, and thus, in this direction at least,

i the lake is slowly diminishing in size, the materials being
in great part supplied from the wearing away of islands,
and the adjoining coast.

We succeeded in passing the Narrows before breakfast
on the morning of the 28th, and made our way into the
maih lake through a channel varying from three to nine
feet in depth, kept open no doubt by the Partridge Crop
River, which takes the name of the Little Saskatchewan
or Dauphin River, after it has passed through St. Martin
Lake. Having landed on Sugar Island, we were followed
by a little fleet of eighteen canoes, whose owners ap-
peared determined to reach Fairford before us, if possible.
The chief with some ostentation iriformed me that the

<sland belonged to him, but he had no objection to my
exploring it. He further stated, that as chief of the band

o (. . he claimed the whole country from Fisher River, on Lake

[ Winnipeg to the mouth of Partridge Crop River

-




7

‘]
SUGAR ISLAND, ST. MARTIN LAKE. 3

Sugar Island is a favourite camping ground of the
Dauphin River Swampys, who now occupy this part _Of
the country. We found some graves near to a garden in
| which potatoes were planted. A few pieces of tobacco

valuable in these regions. Sugar Island is so named from
a grove of the ash-leaved maple, the trees of which bore
old marks of tapping. » ’

/
Sugar Island./
/

/

I found here what appearéd to be partidlly m

t morphosed sandstone rock, tilted at an angle of 50°,

§B o S. 30° W. strike. At one extremity of the islaad it
f approached the character of gneiss, at the other éxt emity

1t presented the appearance of impure sandstong layers

 tilted at a high angle, Sugar Island is about a nile from

the Narrows, and/' s 8. 75° E. from three sm islands,

which upon examination were found to consjét of gneiss

procured us a small supply of this vegetable, so rare/ and
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32 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAJ/N/ EXPEDITION.

intersected with quartz veins. The rock on Sugar Island
. is exposed on one side in the form of a precipitous cliff
20 feet high. On the opposite s1de it slopes gradually to 8

the water’s edge:

‘We went out of our course o visit the gnelss01d islands 48
before referred to. The first island bore nearly due east 3
“of Sugar Island. It consists of gneiss with rose coloured 38
felspathic veins, pursuing a general direction of 8. 40° E.

The axis of the island is also S. 40° E., and the gneiss is
intersected by fissures nearly at right angles to one
another, qne set bearing S. 20°—40 E. The surface of
the gneiss on the highest point, which may be 23 feet
above the lake, is polished and furrowed in a direction
S. 55° E. The south-east shore is precipitous, the oppo-
site sloping. ‘

The second island consists of a dome-shaped mass of
gneiss with large quartz veins meandering through it.
The third island, within a few yards of ‘the first and
second, shows far less metamorphic action, and with a
strike 8. 15°°W., has a dip 75° from the vertical. It is
precipitous to the N.W. and slopes to the S.E.’

Proceeding along the south-west coast we found a
barrier of beaches along the shore about 300 yards dis-
tant from it, on which boulders of the partially meta-
morphosed sandstone and gneiss were piled up, farther on
were - worn and large unworn fragments of a siliceous
limestone, which, however, was nowhere found in posi-
tion. The occurrence of these gneissoid islands in a flat
limestone country is very interestings the metamorphosed
sandstone shows that the epoch-of their elevation must

have been before the deposition of the limestone found

on Thunder Island, .to which we next proceeded, and
after the deposition of the sandstone on Sugar Island.
The three gneissoid islands, having no name, we called
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St. Martin Rocks. It is not improbable that the epoch
I of their elevation was ‘simultaneous with outbursts which

noon we arrived at a semicircular island of beaches
| similar to those at the east end of the lake. They are
due to the great shallowness of St. Martin Lake, which,

| with an area of over three hundred square miles, was in
t no part of our course found to be more than eighteen
feet deep, and often only five and six feet, for long dis-
tances. ' :
In the afternoon we landed on an island where

f stratified limestone, in horizontal layers, was exposed.
t The limestone possessed -some singular peculiarities.
B Numerous cup-shaped forms, of very large dimensions,
 were visible in projecting masses over the whole of the

 inches in diameter at the surface, and would hold at least
one quart of water. They consisted of concentric rings,
or cups, regularly arranged, and from ten to fifty or more
in number. The thickness of each cup varied from one-
tenth to one-quarter of an inch. A single specimen
resembled a giga,ntic onion which had been cut in half,
with a few of the inner layers extracted, leaving a cawty

a buff-yellow; its fracture is uneven, and masses are
difficult to separate, being extremely hard and siliceous.
B[ he height of the exposure is sixteen feet, and so nearly
horizontal, that no inelination could be detected. The
island having no name, and being remarkable for its rock
formation, it was thought worthy of some designation :

storm of hail and rain, accompanied by lightning and
thunder of more than ordinary violence, which made us
VOL. IL . D

 have been observed in other parts of the continent. At .

surface exposed. Many of these cups were fully thirteen -

for depression. Many square yards of surface e varie-
gated with this structure. The col@ﬂ@wehinestone -

we therefore called it “ Thunder Island,” in memory of a
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3L ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

very uncomfortable for the rest of the day and during the
ensuing night. It was the last of twenty thunder storms
-which we had encountered. since entering the prairies on
the 14th of June, and -was only second to one in violence
and sublimity. o : :
Anxious to get on, we pulled at the sweeps until after -
dusk, having reached an island about four miles from
Thunder Island. We found a sheltered cove, and all _.
‘slept in the boat, there being no spot on the boulder-
beach, or barrier, on which we_could -discover six feet of °
level ground. Rgr -
Sept. 29th—When morning dawned, which it did in.a.
drenching, cold rain, we found the boat attached to ome
of the stony barriers which protect certain aspects of the
islands, or main shore. The ever-present marsh lay be-
tween. us and the timber we needed for fuel; but the :
wind now rising to a gale, compelled us to remain satisfied -
with an exploration of our boulder barrier to its utmost
Limits. It was about one hundred yards broad, two to
three miles long, and consisted of waterworn masses of
limestone and gneiss, with limestone gravel between them.
The marsh which separated it from the island was full of
weeds, and harboured wild fowl, some of which we suc-
ceeded in killing. . - ;
The steersman found great difficulty in discovering the
mouth of Partridge Crop River, or St. Martin River as it -
is also called. A maze of rushes extending inland, as far
as the eye can see, hides it from view. Half a mile up
the stream we saw the houses of the Mission, established
but afterwards abandoned, by the Rev. Mr. Cowley. Al
the houses were in ruins, and tenantless. The whole
.country is very low, and liable to be flooded in the -
autumn and spring. There are not more than a few ;3
hundred acres of land, elevated four or five feet above the 3




PARTRIDGE CROP—FAIRFORD, 85

- river, and fit for agricultural purposes. The spot was one,
however, of great resort among the Indians of this part
of the country, and hence the probable reason why 2
selection of this site was made for the establishment of a
Mission. On landing, we found one Indian family who
are determined to continue the cultivation of the little
fields which have been cleared and enclosed. They had
 accumulated three small stacks of hay, were possessed of
a yoke of oxen, and were living in one of the least dila-
pidated houses. _
{ We took to our boat at the beginning of Partridge Crop
 River, having secured a guide from the fleet of canoes in
the' rear, to take us through a narrow passage between
beds of rushe§ which cover many square miles, and con-

W o W W

of the resemblance which the outline of this reedy ex-

our way through the mazes of a marsh supporting rushes
so tall that, without climbing the mast of the boat, it was
limpossible to see beyond the masses which enclosed us..
he rushes measured from ten to twelve feet in length,
jand grew so thickly together that they formed a compact
green wall, past which the current flowed as if they were
formed of solid, stable materials. Through little open-
ings, which were now and then disclosed, we saw tranquil
ponds, with a scarcely per(,epuble stream. Here reveled
hosts of ducks of many species.
We arrived at. Fairford at 3 p. M., having occupied about
wo hours in passing through the Crop.
Fa.lrford is very prettily situated on the banks of
fartridge Crop River (a continuation of the Little Sas-
< tchewan), about two miles from Lake Manitobah. The
s are here about twenty feet high, and show alluvial
lay with boulders, but a short distance in the rear of
D2

stitute the < Crop,’Lso called by the Indians on account .

panse bears to the “.crop ” of a partridge. We threaded
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36 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION. o

the river the limestone approaches the surface, and is
covered with eight to ten inches of vegetable mould.
Although the appearance of the country is attractive,
the shallowness of the soil will not permit of extensive
agricultural operations. The dip of the rock is towards
the south-west, but at so small ‘an angle as to be almost
imperceptible, except when a surface of several square
yards is exposed. Fossils are few in number, and obscure :

Tk

- Fa.irford; or Partridge Crop.

the limestone breaks up into thin slabs, being very com-
pact and hard. ,

We attended evening prayers in an excellent school-
house, which serves the purpose of a chapel. There
were forty persons present, consisting of Indians and Half- .
breeds. -The service comprised a hymn and a chapter
from the New Testament, respectively sung and read in
the. Ojibway language, an exposition of the chapter by
means of an interpreter, and a concluding prayer. The
Lord’s Prayer was repeated aloud in Ojibway by the
whole comgregation. ¢
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There are one hundred and twenty Christians, adults
and children, at this Mission. The houses, fifteen in num-
ber, are neat, comfortable, and in excellent order, and
 several new dwellings are in process of erection. The
 appearance of this Mission is very promising, and in every
way most creditable to the unceasing labours of the
zealous missionary, the Rev. Mr. Stagg.  Miss Harriet

England, is residing at the Mission; and devotes herself
with exemplary industry, in connection with Mrs, Stagg,
to the education and care of Indian and half-breed chil-
dren. It was a very unexpected and pleasant incident in
B these remote wilds to meet a young lady so recently from
fEngland, acquainted with my relatives’and friends, and
rengaged in a work involving so much strength of charac-
ter, self-denial, and true Christian sympathy. Miss Harriet
Thompsog_l.l/ai devoted herself to-her difficult task in the
ight way’; although only a few months at the Mission,
fshe has made considerable progress in the language spoken
by the Indians who visit Fairford, and I was much sur-
prised and impressed when I heard her ‘repeat aloud at
fevening service the Lord’s prayer in the Ojibway tongue,
eading a score of dusky worshipers, who, in ‘the absence
jof that commiseration which made this incident possible,
pwould in all probability have still been worshipers of
(Manitou, and slaves to a degrading superstition, in place
of possessing a growing faith in « Qur Father, which art in
peaven.” Miss Thompson gave me a few numbers of the
¥ Nottingham Journal,” which subsequently served to
while away most Pleasantly several hours round the
jcamp fires on Dauphin Lake and the summit of the
Riding Mountain. The farm at the Mission is in capital
jorder, and although the area adapted for cultivation is not
likely to induce the establishment of a large settlement,
D3

Thompson, a young lady from my native place, Nottingham, -
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38 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

yet Fairford will become. an important centre. We were
supplied with potatoes, onions, turnips, fresh bread, and
butter, and otherwise most hospitably entertained by Mr.
and Mrs. Stagg.

The Hon. Hudson’s Bay Company héve a post at this
mission, but it is matter of deep regret that the heathen
Indians who _‘come to barter their furs here should be
permitted to have access to rum. The little fleet of
canoes before spoken of, arrived during the evening, and
at nightfall the sounds of drunken revelry told how
terribly the debasing influence of this traffic must operate
agamst the Christian and humanizing influence of the
missionary. The post had been but recently established,
and the distribution of intoxicating liquors to the Indians

appeared to be a subject of deep anxiety and trouble to

the Rev. Mr. Stagg.

We reached the mouth of the river at noon on the last
day of September, and entered Lake Manitobah with a
head wind, which soon compelled a retreat to a low shel-
tered beach. The exposed aspens were now quite yellow,
but a tint of green still remained on groves at some
distance from the lake shore. ILarge boulders are piled
up high upon the beach, and behind them is the unfail-
ing marsh. "In shallow bays limestone gravel forms a
sloping beach to the water’s edge, but in the rear is a
marsh. It is only at the headlands \that rqck in position,
or firm soil, has been seen as yet. |

In the -afternoon we set sail, and ved at Flat Rock

Bay, Where limestone of Devonian |age is seen on the

south side. Some of the layers are highly fossiliferous,
and hold numbers of Atrypa retzculcms and 4. aspera.
The stems of crinoids are common,] ‘but the species are
very few. The rock is nearly honzontal and the general

dip south-west, at a very small angle but many slight 7
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undulations occur glvmg an mchnatlon, of eqlml extent
in an opposite direction. The gxposure in the bay: is ten
feet high, and is worn into caves.; The colour is a pale-buff
| with some reddlsh-brown\layers Fucoids are abuqdant
i and become; when Weathereﬁ,\ yellovnsh -buff. Small oaks

are scattered near the spot where we camped, mterspersed
with aspen. In the rear tamarac and spruce swamps
prevented an examination of the country for mor¢ than
a few hundred yards from the shore. Where rock in
position does not limit the lake, the marginal ba.rmer of
boulders is generally found with a beach, a ma.xsh “ar a
' swamp in the rear.

October 1st.—Collected fossils, breakfasted, and pu]led
to Steep Rock Point. Here the limestone (Devonidn) is
[ twenty feet high, quite abrupt, with six feet of water at
Fthe base of the cliffi. The layers are more massive and
 compact than before noticed ; they occur from one to
three feet in thickness;are very hard, and hold  many
f organic forms replaced by crystalline carbonate of lime.
¥ Three and a half fathoms of water were found within one
 hundred yards of Steep Rock Point. A number of swans
| were seen sailing in a little bay to the south of this land-
mark in Lake Manitobah, which, by the way, the Indians

3 W~ W

persuaded that “little men” live in the caves and holes
into which the rock has beeiyworn by the action of the
fwaves. We ran on before the’ wind, past Cherry Islands
jand Point Pa<oo-nan, or the Waiting Place, until dark,
R and then made for the shore, soon finding a small
g sheltered bay in the inside of a boulder beach in process
 of formation, about two hundred yards from land. Tem-
b perature of the lake, 53 deg.; greatest depth of water
recorded, twenty-two feet.

Unfortunabely the beach consisted of water-worn peb—
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who hunt in this part of the country do not visit, being -




s
e =
© s er————————— ..

S

™
40 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

bles strewed over a bank of sand : former experience had
established the hopelessness of attempting to procure a
night’s rest in a bed made on the sand or on small
boulders. Sleep may be obtained, but purchased at the
price of weary and bruised limbs, and a painful feeling
on rising that the night has been utterly thrown away. }
In preference to sleeping on the sand, we stretched out
blankets on the bottom of the boat, and although rather 3
crowded, having made no preparations for this alter-
native, we nevertheless slept soundly and enjoyed rest.

A fair wind on the 2nd started us at dawn. We
steered for the mouth of the Water-hen River, leaving
on our left Crane River and Bay, where salt sprmgs
exist, and then passed through a narrow channel in a
reef of boulders, which stretched from east to west, as
far as we could see. The wind being fair, we pressed on,
notwithstanding a heavy rain, and landed, rather late in
the day for breakfast, on an island near the mouth of
Water-hen River, which connects Lake Manitobah with
Water-hen and Winnipego-sis Lake. Here we found a
pair of white-headed eagles engaged in fishing ; and as
we came suddenly upon them after rounding a point, one
of them dropped a fine white fish he had just caught,
which was immediately seized and appropriated by our
men for their own breakfast.”

We. entered one of the many mouths of the river at
2 P, and pulled up a broad -channel through a vast
marsh, whose limits are well defined by a belt of aspens
on either hand. Having reached an attractive camping-
place, where the woods came down to the edge of the
river, we landed with a view to make a short traverse -
into the country. The river is swift, very broad, and
prettily varied with well-wooded islands. At our camp
the trees consisted of white spruce, 1 ft. 6 in. in'diametek

~
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WATER-HEN RIVER. 4

poplar, aspen, birch, and tamarac. The land on the river
lis low, not ten feet above the water ; in the rear we found
a tamarac swamp, with belts of white spruce. The
'channel through which our course lay was about three
thundred feet broad and three feet deep, with a flat lime-
istone bottom. The water was clear and brilliant, fish
 very-numerous, and water-fowl abundant.
October 3rd. — En route at 9 AM.,—the early part
of the morning being employed in drying clothes after
the rain of yesterday, We commenced - pulling up

T UN W e

low islands, and its aggregate breadth must be several
hundred yards near our camp. Signs of the approach of
old weather began to thicken around us; a large flock
of pelicans, wheeling in-circles far above, suddenly formed
into an arrow-headed figure, and struck straight to the
south ; and yellow leaves drifted through the air before a
icold north wind, promised us, as the half-breeds said, by
the beautiful aurora of last night. Islands, low and reedy,
continued to appear until we arrived at the Great Bend,

tIndians are Roman Catholics, originally from Oxford
| House. I persuaded onme of them to act as guide up
[ Moss River to Dauphin Lake, after we had visited the
salt works. Their tents were dirty and excessively odo-
rous. In general, the Indians of Lake Winnipeg and
{Manitobah, in point of cleanliness, cannot bear comparison
pwith the Prairie Indians.
i We met here, also, a freighter’s boat, in charge of a
ench half-breed, who, with his family, was returning
from the Salt Springs to Oak Point, with about twelve
bushels of salt. We exchanged a little tea and tobacco
for ducks and fish ; and on the following morning started
by the Middle Branch of Water-hen River for Winnipeg-
: 2

Water-hen River, which here appears to contain many °

 where a band of Indians have their winter quarters. The -

SRS, e S
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>

o-sis * Lake, leaving Water-hen Lake to the north. The

M
'y

river is very broad, shallow, and reedy; low belts of

aspens, on either side, indicate the only land visible.

A fair wind drove us swiftly on, and at noon we
stopped at Ermine Point, on Winnipego-sis Lake. This
is a low sandy beach, with a marsh behind, and re-

markable for some fine old elms, crooked and gnarled, *
yet flourishing near to a salt spring. At 4 we reached |
Snake Island, where we camped early, for the purpose of

examining an exposure of rock, and to collect the fossils
which a glance showed it contained in abundance. The
Duck Mountain loomed a grand object in the north-west.
The rock exposures on Snake Island are very interest-
ing, not only on account of the fossils they contain, but
In consequence of the ewdence they afford of a slight

-upheaval, so 'rare in the preseht disposition of the rocks

of this region.
The exposure at its thhest point does not exceed

~ twenty feet, but it is the centre of a low, narrow anti-

clinal, running north and south nearly. The dip on the
east side is 8. 75, E. £« 18°; and on the west, W. 20,
8. £.5°.  The limestone is highly fossiliferous, beautifully
stratified, very hard, and bituminous. It holds abundance
of Atrypa reticularis, Tellina ovata; with fossils belong-
ing to the genmera Favosites, Euomphalus, Productus,
Gomphoceras, Orthoceras, Lituites; together with Tri-
lobites, Crinoids, &c.

On the morning of the 4th of October we set sail from

‘Snake Island, and arrived at the Salt Works and Springs
- at noon.

* Winnipego-sis, or Little Winnipeg Lake.
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/ CHAP. XXV.
FROM WINNIPEGO-SIS LAKE TO THE SUMMIT OF THE RIDING

MOUNTAIN, AND THE SUMMIT ‘OF THE RIDING MOUNTAIN
TO MANITOBAH HOUSE.

| Character of the Country.—The Duck Mountain.—The Salt Springs.—The
Wells.—The Manufacture of Salt.—Salt Springs and Lagoons.—Moss
River.—Rapids.—Character of River.—Valley or Dauphin River.—The
Riding Mountain.—Lake Ridge.—Hay Ground. —Dauphin Lake.—Pike.—
Snow Birds.—Jaojrney to the Summit of the Riding Mountain.—Marshes,
—Ridges.—Character of the Country.—Whisky Jack.—Quaking Bog. —
¥ Pitching Track.— Rabbits.— Foot of Mountain.— Cretaceous Rocks, —
. Terraces.—Conical Hills.—White Spruce.—Brown-nosed Bear.—Summit
E of the Riding Mountain.—Former Character of the Riding Mountain.—
~ Denudation.—Table Land.—Snow Storm.—Source of the Rapid River.
—Indian Superstition.—Descent of Riding Mountain.—Character of the
Mountain.— Fish.— Sickness.— Cupping.— Ta-wé-pit.— Great Bones.—
Grasshoppers.—Journey from Dauphin Lake to Lake Manitobeh.—Cha~
racter of the Country.—Bogs.—Aspen Ridges.—Ridge Pitching Track.—
Ebb and Flow Lake.—Indian Tent—JInterior of.—Supper.—Sleep.—
Buffalo Runner.—Manitobah House. g

THE surface of the country where the Salt Springs are
found is only a few feet above the level of Winnipego-sis
Lake, and apparently nearly horizontal for many miles
inland, on a north-west course. The barren area occupied
by the springs and wells is about ten acres in extent, bug
the open country, with points of surrounding forest con-
verging towards the springs, may include several hundred

willow, birch, and a few stunted oak. The wells are five
feet deep, and the water in them was two feet five inches
above the level of the lake on the 5th of October, as

f acres.  The trees in the vicinity consist of spruce, aspen,

]
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44 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

ascertained instrumentally. The wells are found upon a - 5
slight elevation, which gently inclines and blends with
a vast marsh connected with Moss River, in a south- fm
erly direction. The woods fringing this marsh approach /
within a mile of the Springs, west and north-west. ﬁ
The level country extends across the peninsula fr fn
Red Deer’s Point, about three miles in breadth, to a deep ‘*
indentation of Lake W;nmpego—sm, about five or-six/miles ,
broad ; after which it continues low and mars itk

erdengry SRSt i et o

From Snake d, and even from the level of
sis Lake, a few miles from shore, the coun

wells for obtaining a supply of brine, are sunk wherever
a .small bubbling spfing i erved to issue from this
retentive clay. :

Iately abandoned, and others have long
i¢ld brine. They are situated four hundred
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fards fpom the lake shore, and were first worked forty
years since, by James Monkman. This enterprising indi-
vidyal struggled for many years against the importation of
Aglish salt, which was sold in the settlements at a cheaper

Duck River. The manufacture is now carried on with
profit for the Hudson’s Bay Company at Swan River, and
at Winnipego-sis Lake by Monkman’s sons. :

At the “Works” there are two small log-houses and
three evaporating furnaces. The kettles, of English con-
truction, are well-made rectangular vessels of iron, five
Hfeet long, two feet broad, and one foot deep. They are
aid upon two rough stone walls, about twenty inches
apart, which form the furnace. At one extremity is a
Hlow chimney. The whole construction is of the rudest
description, and at the close of the season the kettles are
@ removed, turned over, and the furnace permitted to go to
FTuin, to be rebuilt in the following spring.
}  The process of making salt is as follows: When a
spring is found, a well, five feet broad and five feet deep,
1s excavated, and near to it an evaporating furnace erected.
 The brine from the wells is ladled into the kettles, and
the salt scooped out as it forms, and allowed to remain
for a short time to drain, before it is packed in birch bark
roggins for transportation to Red River, where it com-
@ mands twelve shillings sterling a bushel, or one hundred

-

pveight of flour, or a corresponding” quantity of fish,
fpemican, or buffalo meat, according to circumstances.

' The brine is very strong, — thirty gallons of brine pro-
ducing one bushel of salt*; and from one kettle two
bushels of salt can be made in one day in dry weather.
There are nine kettles af the “ Works,” seven being in
constant use during the summer season. The. Half-breeds
* See Chapter on the Devonian Series,

fate than he could afford to manufacture salt on Lake-
f Winnipego-sis. He has made salt af Swan River and’ \
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. man, who now makes salt here, of pumps and solar :

. assured me that all along the west coast of ‘Winnipego-sis
. and Manitobah Lakes, there are salt lagoons and springs.

46 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

engaged in the manufacture complained of the want of ¢
fuel—in other words, of the labour and trouble of cuttmg
down the spruce and poplar near at hand, and the diffi-
culty of hauling it to the furnaces,— an objection of no g
moment, but characteristic of some of the people, who are ;.
. generally unaccustomed to long-continued manual labour. 3
It will be‘seen that the processes employed in the
manufacture of salt are of the rudest description, so tha
without any outlay, beyond a few days’ labour, the quan
tity might be largely increased. I spoke to John Monk:

evaporation. Of a pump he knew absolutely nothing.
- He had heard that such an apparatus had been contrived, -
but had never. seen one. He readily comprehended the
advantage to- be derived from pumping the water into
shallow troughs, dug in-the retentive clay near the springs, -
and strengthening the brine by solar evaporation. An

Indian guide, who accompanied us up the Moss River,

The Indians we met on the Dauphin Lake made the same
acknowledgment, but declined to give precise information,
alleging that the manufacture of salt drove away the game,
and spoiled their hunting. :

The extent, character, and importance of the Salt
Region in Rupert’s Land will be discussed at length in
another chapter.

Oct. 6th.—Left the Salt Springs, -and sailed before a
stiff breeze to the mouth of Moss River. "We found four
feet of water on the bar, and nine feet at the mouth of
the river. A low exposure of limestone occurs near the *
entrance, and another one mile and a half up the stream
The dip is very irregular. The fossils are few in number,
and obscure. In its lithological aspect, it resembles the



MOSS RIVER—SWAMPY INDIANS. - g

exposure on Snake: Island, seven miles distant,.in a north-
g east direction. The rock is ctirved, and fractured in
blaces, showing in an exposure 120 yards long and nine
feet high, inclinations varying from 20° to 40° east, with
khort horizontal intervals. Some of the layers-are ex-
remely hard, others fissile, others crystalline, with' crystals
of calc spar between the layers and in the fractures.

Near the mouth of Moss River we came suddenly upon
g, camp of Swampys or Muskaigoe * Indians. Several birch
bark tents were placed round a small log hut, which these
Indians have constructed for their permanent winter quar-
ers. This was the first attempt which had come under
By notice of Indidns constructing a log dwelling-house
emote from the settlements, the H. B. Co.’s posts, or Mis-
’onary stations.; They followed us until we stopped to
amp, and asked for a smoke:

ghe afternoon. They have a fall of two feet, and consist
bf an accumulation of boulders resting on rock. The
becond - raplds are formed by similar obstructions. The
iver is here 120 feet broad and very shallow. The bank,
en feet above the water, sustains fine aspens, with a
very thick-undergrowth ; the soil is a clay, and evidently
fertile near the river, but in the rear the country passes
into muskeg or swamp. In ascending the second rapids
the boat had to be lightened, and hauled up by the men
alkmg in the middle of the stream. The temperature
or such work was not conducive to comfort or health,
hnd two of the men caught severe colds, with cramps and
bain in their limbs.

* Oct. Tth——A sharp frost durmg the night. Ice formed
fon the' oars in the morning. Temperature of air at

* From “muskeg,” & swamp; sometimes spelled “ muskaig.”

t We arrived at the first rapids on Moss River durmg-'-

8 AM..30°; of the river, 42°. The thermometer, during " -

P a
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the night, fell to 26°. All the leaves are now fallen, and
the country presents a very dreary appearance. The :
whole of the day was spent in rowing or tracking up
Moss River. The bank continues from twelve to fifteep |
feet high, and supports some fine aspens, one foot to fifteen
inches in diameter, with a dense growth of young trees :
springing up in the place of a- former fine aspen forest, of
which thé large trees are the remains, The river con- ;
tinues very shallow, and contains many boulders of the
unfossiliferous rocks. ' Sy

There is a large area of good land on the west bank, 3
- near to Dauphin Lake. This secluded sheet of water we
entered at 4 .M., and came at once in sight of the Riding *
Mountain in front and the Duck Mountain on our right,
Both are very imposing ranges from this point of view, 7
yet presenting similar aspects ; both tising from a level
country a few feet above Dauphin Lake; and, as far as
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formed part of the great table-land which stretches south.
west toward the Grand Coteau de Missour B
~ In the evening we passed the mouth of Valley River,
or Te-wa-te-now-seebe, Literally, “the river which divides
the hills,” and camped on a beautiful beach, beneath some
fine oaks growing upon a ridge close to the water’s edge.
On the following morning we, started at daylight for a
part of the coast nearest to the Riding Mountain, At 3
distance this magnificent ‘range appears to be clothed -
with forest, and to rise from a level plain to the height
of about 800 feet above the level of Dauphin Lake. ;
As soon as we arrived opposite to what appeared to be 3
the highest part of the range, we landed, and despatched 3
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DAUPHIN LAKE. 49

hn Indian to explore the country, and report on the
nature of the swamps through which we should ‘have to
pass in attempting to reach the summit. During his
hbsence we set nets, and leveled across the ridge which
peparates the lake from an extensive fertile meadow which
ies between it and the mountain. The ridge is 8-96 feet
hbove the present level of Dauphin Lake$ the meadow
P70 feet; and -so continues for a distance of one mile,
with an almost imperceptible rise, *until a second low
idge is reached. The meadow -is"covered with long,
uxuriant grass; a few clumps of poplar and thickets of
villow vary its uniformity. There are, no doubt, many
housand - acres of excellent hay-ground on the banks of
Pauphin  Lake, but the breadth of the tract did not
ppear to exceed two miles. "The oak on the ridges
becurs in patches, and the trees are from twelve to fifteen
Inches in diameter. .

Dauphin Lake is twenty-one miles long, has a greatest
breadth of twelve miles, and an area of 170 square miles,
ts approximate elevation above the level of the ses is
¥ 00. feet, or seventy-two feet above Lake Winnipeg. It
s very shallow.

Our nets produced five splendid pike, weighing about
ifteen pounds each. , '
At the close of the day the Indian returned. He had
dvanced to the first great ridge, about nine miles distant,
nd reported eighteen inches of water in the swamps,
yith ice a quarter’of an inch thick, ,

} Snow birds were seen for the first time during the
piternoon.  They came- about our camp in large flocks,

winter dress. The evening and part of the night were

Spent in making arrangements for an ascent of the Riding

Mountain. We took provisions for four days, a blanket
VOL. IL : E

but they did not appear to have quite assumed their -
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for-each man, with a good supply of guns and ammu- §

»  nition. Three of the men were left in charge of the boat,

with instructions to cure all the fish they could take, as §

the danger of being arrested by ice in Lake Manitobah |

was-not improbable. That large body of water has been

known to freeze as early as the 25th of October. ;

At sunrise on the morning of the 9th of October we,

set out for the ascent of the Riding Mountain. . Each §

man had a pack weighing about thirty pounds. My }

¢ share consisted of a sledge-hammer for geological pur- £

b / poses, which proved to be an extremely inconvenient 3
L article to carry across swamps or through bushes. Once,

indeed, when crossing a quaking bog with the hammer 3

on my shoulder, I received a severe blow on the back of -

the head as I broke through the covering of mess over

- which we' were pus'hing our steps, when endeavouring to

fall flat on the springy surface.

For the first mile and a half the country is qulte level
and dry, with the exception of three narrow and shallow
marshes. The soil is excellent and hay abungdant, but no
doubt in spring this extensive flat must be very wet, and,
probably, to a considerable extent under water. In its
present condition the pasturage it affords is very abundant
and luxuriant. We soon arrived at a’low ridge which
marks the limit of the good land, not averaging more
than two miles from Dauphin Lake. To the ridge suc-
ceeded ‘marshes and willow brakes. These were bounded
by low.gravelly ridges clothed with aspen, which were
again succeeded by marshes.

Finding it quite impossible to outflank the marshes,
which appeared to stretch from river to river descending |
from the mountains, and to be co-extensive with the §

- shores of the lake, we determined to push through to the §
highest peak, which was in reality the nearest poinf of §
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AN INDIAN “PITCHING TRACK.” ' 51

‘the mountain to us, its greater altitude being only ap-
at, parent on account of its proximity, as we afterwards
as

ascertained: In an hour we arrived at a white spruce
swamp, in which many fine trees, fully eighteen inches

Swamp we came to an old lake ridge, about fifteen feet
above the general level, beautifully rounded, and com-
posed of limestone gravel, with many boulders of the
- unfossiliferous rocks on the south or land side.

This ridge resembled the Big Ridge of the Assinniboine
in most particulars. Our Indian guide told us that it
extended for many days’ journey north and south of
Dauphin Lake. It forms the Indian pitching track at
 the foot: of the Riding Mountain.

i The term “pitching track” is applied to an Indian
trail from one part of the country to another. West of

| the “pitching track” follows the ridge described above.
It is, in fact, the main and only dry road in this region.
| On the crest of the ridge there is a narrow well-worn
path, which, for many generations probably, has been the
highway of the Indians passing from Lake Manitobah to
the Assinniboine, through the valley of Te-wa-te-now-seebe,
or “The River that divides the hills” This pitching
track is connected with “the Ridge pitching track,”
between Ebb and Flow Lake and Dauphin Lake.
| ' The Whisky Jack is numerous on the ridge, and in the

jon a small island where stunted aspens grew. . We' con-
tinued to pass through marshes, aspen islands, and over
low ridges clothed with willow, until a bog of such a
quaking character, and of such great breadth, presented

E2
»

in diameter, were observed: Beyond the white spruce

i Lake Manitobah, Dauphin Lake, and Winnipego-sis Lake, -
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52 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

itself, that the men demanded a smoke before attempting .
to cross. Our Ojibway half-breed, Wigwam, insisted
upon carrying the sledge hammer in addition to his pack,
declaring that he was accustomed to quaking bogs, and
we should have enough to do to get across without carry-
ing anything that might impede our progress. The sur-
face of the bog consisted of a thick elastic covering of
moss, sufficiently tough to bear our weight when passing
quickly over it, but if we stopped for more than half a
minute the moss slowly sank and a pool of water collected
around us. We marched, gr rather trotted in single file,
about ten yards apart. The Indian who took the lead
passed nimbly over the surface, so also did the half-
breeds ; Mr. Fleming-and I, however, two or three times
broke through with one leg, but succeeded in withdraw-
ing the unfortunate member without further damage than °
immersion in water and mud emitting a very unpleasant
odour. Occasionally we rested on a narrow strip where
the tangled roots of a few willows afforded a firm, footing.
The breadth of this ‘bog was about one mile where we
crossed ; it was succeeded by a belt of tall reeds growing
in water one foot deep; plunging and wading through

. this, we arrived at a gently sloping ridge about eighteen

feet in altitude. On the other side of this ridge a narrow
deep swamp separated us from the foot of the mountain ;
wading through it we ascended a hill about forty feet
high, and found ourselves upon a dry terrace, on which
we determined to camp, having accomplished a distance
of about eleven miles. The men soon dispersed to hunt
rabbits ; a dozen were killed in a few minutes, skinted
and placed on sticks before the fire to roast.

In passing through the swamps, we saw many fresh
moose tracks, — hunters’ signs which aroused the Indian
and half-breeds to'a high pitch of excitement, and caused

£y
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HUNTERS’ SIGNS.—NIGHT. 53

them to steal swiftly on their wet and treacherous path
| with a speed which we found it very difficult to maintain,
although they indulged no hope of coming within shot of
such noble game, in consequence of an unfavourable
wind, even if we had been able to preserve the necessary
silence in passing through the haunts of this wary animal.
i The timber on the hill at the foot of the mountain
consists of aspen, with a few small oak. The soil on the
plateau is of excellent quality and the underbrush very
- luxuriant. '
The night promising to be very cold, ice forming on
| the kettles within a few yards of the camp, we built two
large fires and slept between them, having previously
| dried our wet clothes as far as circumstances would
permit. At 8 P. M., the sky was quite free from clouds;
the comet shone with brilliant lustre, a flashing aurora
| gradually spread over the northern sky, the stars glittered
like diamonds in the south, and the whole heavens
assumed that aspect of silent beauty which renders night
in the wilderness so impressive and sublime. - |
October 10th.—Soon after breakfast, we arrived at a
steep embankment about seventy feet high, which formed
the termination of a terrace about a mile broad, covered
with small aspens, and threaded with moose paths. The
{ terrace ascends very gradually and is abruptly bounded
by a steep bank, from which a broken hilly tract rises
 towards the escarpment which forms the eastern limit of
 the Riding Mountain. This broken tract is covered with
 aspens and spruce of large size, especially in the hollows.
I We crossed the beds of two or three streams, which
flowed through deep gullies to the plain below. Thus
 far, the soil consisted of drift clay with many large
boulders in the beds of the rivulets; but at an altitude

of about 400 feet above Dauphin Lake we arrived at a
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54 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

cliff-like exposure of Cretaceous rocks, through which a
stream had cut a channel seventy to ninety feet deep.
These rocks seemed to form the boundary of a third terrace
on which were numerous conical hills consisting of gravel
and boulders of the unfossiliferous rocks. The stratifi-
cation appeared to be nearly horizontal, with a very.’
slight dip to the south-west. Although a careful search:
was made for organic remains very few were discovered. ' §
These were identical with those found on the Little Souriss
and in every particular, except the occurrence of bands
holding Inoceramus, the rocks on the Riding Mountain
resembled the exposures on.the Little Souris. The layers £
containing ferruginous concretions were found, as well asa - 3
soft thin band from which the Indians .make their pipes.
The total thickness of the exposure exceeded 100 feet.
We now followed a moose path until we arrived at a
high conical hill, which promised a fine view of the sur-
rounding country. Having reached the summit, the
relation of the conical hills and terraces became evident.
A wide and deep valley separated us from the table-land
of the Riding Mountain, about one mile distant in an air
line, and perhaps 200 feet above us. Three terraces were
distinctly visible below us; a range of conical hills, the
result of atmospheric agencies, lay at the foot of the
precipitous escarpment of the mountain, and followed its
general direction. Limestone and unfossiliferous boulders
were strewn on the summits and flanks of the ‘weather-
worn hills, while in the hollows between them, small
lakes lay half concealed by a fine forest of white spruce
and aspens.
From the brow of the hill where we stopped to dlne,
' the Indian shot a large brown-nosed bear, which sudderly
appeared on the terrace below us about seventy yards
from our camp fire. His skin was in good condition,

e
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THE SUMMIT OF THE RIDING MOUNTAIN. 55

and remarkably handsome; the animal might weigh
350 lbs., although not yet fat. Leaving three men to
cut up and prepare the meat, we commenced the last
ascent, and arrived at the summit of the Riding Mountain
at three in the afternoon. The last rise was very abrupt-
it consisted of a steep escarpment of drift clay with-
boulders, covered with a fine white-spruce, birch, and /
- aspen forest. At the foot of the escarpment were ponds
or small lakes, which. fed the mountain streams we had
crossed. /
The view from, the summit was superb, enabling the
eye to take in the whole of Dauphin Lake and the inter-
vening country, together with part of Winnipego-sis
Lake. The outline of the Duck Mountain rose clear and
f Dblue in the north-east, and from our point of view-the
Riding and Duck Mountains appeared continuous, and
| preserved a uniform, bold, precipitous outline, rising
abruptly from a level country lying from 800 to 1,000
feet below them. The swamps -through which we had
passed, were mapped in narrow strips far below ; they
| showed by their connection with the ridges, and their

 tioned as extending far to the north and south, could be
 traced with a glass by the trees it sustained, until lost in
B8 distance ; it followed the contour of the lake, whose form
t was again determined by the escarpment of the Riding
i Mountain. It required no effort of the imagination to
frecall the time when the whole of the flat country below
f us, towards the Laurentides on the east side of Lake
- Winnipeg, was occupied by the continuation of the Riding
" and Puck Mountains with their associated ranges to the
" north, and when the Cretaceous series, superimposed in
- patches by Tertiary rocks, extended to the basin of Lake
: ’ E4

| parallelism to Dauphin Lake, that they had been formed
by its retreating waters. The ancient beach before men- -
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56 ASSINNIBOINE -AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

Winnipeg as it now is. The whole of this immense

denuded tract of country is a splendid instance of the
. power of water and ice to remove ma.ny thousand cubic
miles of rock.

Itis very probable that before the Boulder Drift period, |

the chain of mountains beginning with Turtle Mountain
near the forty-ninth parallel, and terminating with the
Porcupine and Pasquia Ranges, including the Riding,
Duck, and Thunder Mountains, were _part of a _high table
land, composed of Cretaceous and Tertiary rocks, which
extended from the Grand Coteau de Missouri to the
Laurentides. The areas most affected by denudation are
now occupied by Lakes Winnipeg, Manitobah, Winnipe-
go-sis, and the valleys of their tributaries. The precipitous
eastern’ escarpment of the chain of mountains show the

action of oceanic agencies to which they would be directly
exposed, if the country were submerged to more than &}
1000 feet, and from the distribution of boulders, there - 3§
can be no question that a submergence to a far greater ',
extent has taken place since the Tertiary epoch. The i3

connection of these ra.nges will be best seen by an in-
- spection of the map.*

The summit of the Riding Mountams is a vast table
land declining in steps to the Assinniboine. The forest
.which covers the upper plateau consists of very fine
‘white spruce, birch, poplar, and aspen ; the circumferences
of some of the trees about our camp, measured five feet
from the ground, were as follow : — Aspen, 4 ft. 6 in.,
4ft 6in, 4ft.-11in, 3 ft. 9in., 5 ft.; White Spruce,

7 ft. 3 in., 5 ft. 6 in., 6ft 6 in., 6 ft.; Bu'ch 3 ft. 6 in., -

8'ft. ; Poplar, 4 ft. 9 in., 4 ft. 6 in. These trees repre-
sent, as far as my observations permitted me to judge, the

* Vide Chapter on the surface geology of the valley of Eake Winnipeg.
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general character of the’ forest on the summlt plateau of |

the Riding Mountain.

Soon after our arrival at the summit, clodds began to
gather in from the north-west, and towardq" evening a
snow-storm set in which continued during. the greater
portion of the night. Beneath the shelter of the over-
hanging branches of a spruce we made an excqllent camp,
and -having built a roaring fire, were soon engaged in
discussing bear steaks as we reclined on a oouch of spruce
boughs, under a roof constructed of the same excellent
material and impenetrable to snow. ‘

October 11th.—When morning dawned we 1found the -

country covered with a mantle of snow, six mehes deep.
This did not prevent us from making a traverse in the
direction of the lakes from which the Rapid River takes
its rise. The course we had taken led us, ag;was after-
| wards ascertained, to within a few miles of: *y‘the spot
réached by Mr. Dickinson when he ascended the valley

of Rapid River a few weeks before. Thi§ was .preclsely ‘

the result I was anxious to attain. An inspection of the

map will show that our explorations when combmed,'

passed: through a comparatively unknown country, nearly
along the lOOth degree of longitude west of Greenwich,

-and stretch.mg from the 52nd to the 49th pa.ra]lel of

 latitude, thus embracing. part of Wmmpego—srs Lake,

Moss River, Dauphm Lake, the Riding Mount the )

 Little Saskatchewan or Bapld River,and the Little Souris
& to the 49th parallel. -

Our progress to the south’ was soon arrested by a lake,

fand the lateness of the season made it advisable not to.
} linger too long. in this region, lest we should be arrested
by ice forming in the great lakes below. _Anxious to kill
a moose, I endeavoured to persuade the Indian to follow
a fresh track, but he declared that the mountain was full
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. ils, and that the grizzly bear was not mifrequeﬁtly
met with, so that no persuasion could induce him to

The sky and air became quite free from clouds and mist
before 10 k. M., permitting us to take bearings of different
prominent points. After measuring a number of trees in

trace our steps at noon. Our course was a little to the
left of our track on the preceding day ; and the following
estimate of the ‘ascents, descents, and distances were
noted as carefully as circumstances would permit.

deép, and very precipitous; where the snow had not
lodged, boulders were seen reposing on ubstratified clay

of forty feet made to a terrace sloping towards the east;
on this terrace are the conical hills before alluded to.

. The descent continues for a further depth of 150 feet in
a distance of half a mile ; this brought us to the edge of
a ravine seventy feet deep. At the bottom flows a small
stream over gravel and boulders. A rise of thirty feet
1led us to the top of the opposité bank, along which we
traveled until we came to its termination at the beginning
of a second terrace about eighty feet below us. This
narrow- table land is consequently about 480 feet below
the summit, and on it we found the second range of conical
. hills. A gradual descent for a quarter of a mile lowered
us-thirty feet; we then ascended a bank about twenty

feet high, and found ourselves on the edge of g precipitous
descent, 150 feet deep, which brought us to the third

_ terrace, and 'to the edge of a ravine seventy feet deep.
On the sides of the ravine, and far above it, exposures of

vy

rock was observed in position, is probably between 400

follow the track unless a half-breed accompanied him. -

the neighbourhood of our camp, we commenced to re- §
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The first descent from the summit is about 250 feet

and gravel. A narrow gully is then crossed, and an ascent’

Cretaceous rocks were seen; the highest spot where the -
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and 500 feet below the summit, or a.bout 500 above - &
Dauphin Idke. A sudden descent of 120 feet then 3
occurring, brought us to a fourth terrace, bounded by a :
steep bank, to which succeeded a narrow step, and then
the low ridge where we had formed our camp on the
ninth. - We arrived there thoroughly wet and uncom-
fortable ; the temperature, however, was much higher
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than on the mountain, and the snow of the previous night ¥
had entirely disappeared as we descended, but a drench- E
ing rain instead promised a very disagreeable night, as :
we could find no friendly spruce near at hand to afford =
| protection. +

October 12th.—The greater part of this day was spent in
retracing our steps to Dauphin Lake. The walk through
| the marshes and bogs was found to be more fatiguing
than during our ascent, on account of the rain and the
cold water in the swamps. Two of the men complained
of rheumatic pains, and were mcapable of doing any work
upon their arrival at the camp in the afternoon. During —-———"
our absence the men left at Dauphin Lake had set nets,
and caught some fine pike. The precipitation which had
occurred on the Riding Mountain in the form of snow, was .
here a drizzling rain, which again commenced soon after
our arrival, and continued throughout the night. On the
' fo]lowmg morning one of our best half-breeds was seriously
ill ; he complained of excruciating pains in the head and
' bs, and experienced great rehef from cupping, which
ghe Indian performed with a flint and bowl of a tobacco
pipe. At noon we started in the boat-for an Indian en-
fcampment at the west” end of the lake, about six miles
distant. Here we found Th-wé-pit, an old Ojibway, with
two soms, and their wives and children. Having made
arrangements with Ti-wa-pit for the hire of two horses -

and a guide to cross the country to Manitobah House,
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+~ shorés of Dauphin Lake. The old man is evidently

-with other Indiars who-hunt and live on Moss River, and

1
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Mr. Fleming took charge of the boat, to return by Moss
River, while I remained with one half-breed with the
intention of making a land journey round the south side |
of Dauphin Lake to the Company’s post on Lake Mani-
tobah, which was to be our rendezvous. 4

October 14th.—Th-wi-pit stayed during the greater part §
of the night by our camp-fire, talking with the half-breed, §
smoking and drinking tea. He pointed out thesspot near §
to us, where he was accustomed to take salt from the %
edges of a spring during the summer months. He de-
scribed also at length the appearance and virtues of some
gigantic bones exposed in the bank of Valley River near
where it cuts thfough the old'Lake Ridge. Th-wa-pit
calls these bones & great medicine, and, contrary to the
usual custom of the.Indians, he now and then takes small
fragments, bruises them to powder, and uses them as a
medicinal preparatjoﬁ From his description I infer that
the bones are those of a mammoth ; his rough drawing
of the ribs and teeth in the sand corresponded, in point of
dimensions, with those of that gigantic animal.

Th-wa-pit and- famﬂy live a very retired life on the

of a mlsanthroplc turn of mind; he does not associate

the northern part of the lake.. His potatoés, of which he
planted a small patch in the spring, were completely
destroyed by . grasshoppers ; affording another proof of
the immense range and devastating progress of these
insects in Rupert’s Land, during the past two or three
years. Ta-wé-pit showed me a knife he had made out of
an old file, and some pipes he was making from a sof
shale, procured in the Riding Mountain some miles south-
west of his tent.- The.shale was similar in all respects to
a band I had noticed on the Little Souris, also a few days
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before, in the exposure described as occurring on the flank
of the mountain, and from which the half-breeds had
taken small blocks to make pipes. A couple of pounds
of buck shot which I divided among the old man and his -
-sons, delighted them/beyond measure, and in return, Th- e
wi-pit presented me with a new pipe, and the moufle of a
moose. :

- The hop grows in great luxuriance and abundance at
the south end of Dauphin Lake; there is fine pasturage as
far as the old lake ridge, but the narrow strips of marsh and
{uaking bog almost on a level with the dry portion show
that these extensive flats are liable to be submerged in
the spring. Starting at dawn, our course followed for a
few miles the shore of Dauphin Lake until we ¢ame to
Turtle River, which having crossed in a small canoe, we .
-soon after took an easterly direction and entered a region L%
of swamp, ridge, and quaking bog of very formidable ;
 character. During the whole of the aftefoon our course E
lay through marshes and bogs, separated by low ridges
‘covered with aspen. The horses were quite useless,
 frequently stuck fast ; when this occurred we were com-
pelled to carry the bedding and provisions to the nearest
ridge and help the wretched: animals through the deep
bogs into which they sank at every step, breaking through
the elastic covering of moss which was generally of suffi-
cient strength to support a man running lightly over it,
fout not tenacious enough to bear the weight of a horse.
Just as night closed in we arrived at a dry gravelly ridge
jwhere there was a plentiful supply of dead aspen, from
which we made a roaring fire and soon dried our wet
clothes and blankets. The night was bitterly cold and
the exertion of wading for many hours together through
l ice-cold water caused every limb to ache; the Indian

guide thought nothing of it, and immediately after supper
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he lay down before the fire and was soon sound asleep. Two
or three times in the night I rose to replenish the fire, and
found the Indian without any covering but the wet skin

clothes he had worn during the day, curled up on the |

bare ground and enjoying profound slumber.

Early on the following morning we arrived at the
- Ridge Pitching tract, along which we continued for a §
few miles, and then again descended into a region of g

swamps and quaking bogs. In no respect does the Ridge 2
Pitching track between Dauphin Lake and Ebb and Flow

Lake differ from the Big Ridge of the Assinniboine except ]
in altitude. It is about one hundred yards across, evenly *
rounded, composed of gravel, and covered to a great 3
extent with the bearberry. On either side are small oaks

and aspens, succeeded by marshes. Its altitude above the
marsh is about fifteen feet. The guide said it formed an
extension of the ridge on White Mud River described in
Chapter XX., and if this be the case no better means of
commumcatlon by land with this part of the country
could be found than the Ridge Pitching track.

Soon after leaving this excellent road we stuck fast ina 5

quaking bog about one mile broad. The horses were mired,
and it was only by dint of the greatest exertion and much
cruel beating that the Indian and half-breed succeeded in
getting them on to dryland. In the afternoon we arrived
at Crow Creek;. and the country becoming drier we were
enabled to make better progress. After passing Sucker
Creek, which, with the streamlet before named, flows
sluggishly in a trench about ten feet deep, we arrived at a
fine open prairie, surrounded by .tall aspen woods and
covered with a splendid crop of wild hay. Here we met
an Indian who was setting traps, the hunting season
having already commenced. He invited us to his tent

e e T
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not more than twelve or fourteen miles from Manitobah
House. It turned out that the half-breed with me knew
the Indian well by reputation ; he is one of the most suc-
cessful and industrious hunters in this part of the lake
region ; his tent was well supplied with Indian luxurics,
such as tea, tobacco, and coarse clothing. In the small’
prairics near us were- several fine buﬁ'alo runners, and if
~ Indian habits and customs would permit of the accumula-
tion of wealth, our host might soon become a rich man.
His birch-bark tent was roomy and clean. Thirteen

Skin Tents, Cree; Birchbark Tents, Ojibway. .

persons including chlldren squatted round the fire in the
centre. On the floor some excellent matting was laid
upon  spruce boughs for the strangers; the squaws
" squatted on the bar¢ ground, the father of the family on
‘an old buffalo robe! Attached to the pol% of the tent
‘were a gun, bows and arrows, a spear, and some mink
skins. Suspended on cross pieces over the fire were fish-
ing nets and floats, clothes, and-a bunch of the bearberry
“to mix with tobacco for the manufacture of kinni-kinnik. .
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Soon after we entered the squaw began to prepare
supper, this was done by boiling white-fish and potatoes
together ; when cooked the whole was poured into a large
tin dish and handed to me, together with a cup of tea.
Helping myself I passed the dish to the Indian, but he
laid it at his feet; as soon as I had-finished my supper,
the Indian helped himself and the half-breed, and then
passed the dish to his squaw, who divided the remainder

o among the other inmates of the tent. These consisted

of an old watchful and restless Indian. woman, the
mother of the mistress of the tent; a newly married
couple related to our host ; the Indian guide from Dauphin
Lake, and five children. After supper.I spread my
blanket and lay down, quite overcome with the long con-
tinued exertion of wading through swamps and quaking
‘bogs, but too tired to sleep. The half-breed and Indians
sat talking for many hours before they turned their feet
to the fire, rolled themselves up in a blanket and seem-

‘ ingly at once “ found sleep.”

On the following morning I rose with a few aches and
pains, which the succeeding events of the morning rapidly -
dispelled. After breakfast my Indian host offered me a
favourite buffalo runner to ride to Manitobah House.
The. exertion required to manage this animal soon re-
moved all unpleasant rheumatic symptoms. Her extra-
ordinary sagacity is related in a subsequent chapter, but
her mouth was evidently formed of sole leather and not
amenable to persuasions administered through an Indian
bridle. The country on the shore of Ebb and Flow Lake
is low but well fitted for a limited settlemént. There is
an abundant supply of aspen timber interspersed with
small strips and groves of oak and birch. ' I arrived at
Manitobah House soon after noon, and was cordially re-

ceived and hospitably entertained by Mr. Mackenz1e the
gentleman in charge.
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CHAP. XXVL

MANITOBAH HOUSE— MANITOBAH ISLAND — OAK POINT —
" OAK POINT TO THE SETTLEMENTS ON RED RIVER.

Mr. and Mrs. Mackenzie.—Manitobah House.—Messenger.—Missionary Pri-
vations.— Want of Supplies.—Snow Storm.— Indian Summer.-—Snow
Birds.— Manitobah House.— Rock.—John Campbell.—Whitefish.— Im-
portance of.—Aspect of Country.—The Narrows.—Manitobah Island.—
Dimensions of. —Oak.—Rock Formation.—Fossils.—Indian Superstitions.
Fairies.—Signals.—Arrival of Boat at Manitobal Island.—Coast of Lake
Manitobah.—O01d Mission Station.—Unfitness of this part of the Coast of
the Lake for Settlement.—Indian Liberality.—Monkman’s Point.—Cause
of the Formation of Marshes.—H. B. Co. Breeding Establishment.—Oak
Point.—Dimensions of Lake Manitobah.—Prairie bordering the Lake.—
Shoal Lake.—Character of the Country.—Big Ridge.—Little Ridge.—
Arrive at the Settlements,

I REMAINED one week at Manitobah House, waiting for
Mr. Fleming, who was detained by contrary winds. To
Mr. and Mrs. Mackenzie I am indebted for much gene-
rous hospitality, and have great pleasure in possessing this
opportunity of  acknowledging their kindness and the
endeavour they made to give me all the assistance and
information in their power. Manitobah House is in a R
very dilapidated condition, but-Mr: Mackenzie has erected .
another dwelling, which was nearly completed during my i
stay. A Roman Catholic Mission formerly existed here,
but having been abandoned, the buildings were sold to
the Hudson’s Bay Company, and in the year following the
transfer, they were accidentally destroyed by fire. -
On Saturday, the 16th October, a messenger arrived
from Fairford, on his way to Oak Point, whither he was
VOL. IL F
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o

Journeylnrr for the supplies of the Mission in charge of
. the Rev. Mr. Stagg.
S © - This excellent Missionary has suffered much incon-
' venience from being disappointed in obtaining supplies of
clothing and other indispensable articles for the children
= and adults, now Christian members of his Mission, and
R : the messenger who arrived at Manitobah House was
‘ despatched at his expense to bring the necessaries which
~ had been brought from York Factory to Red River, but
not forwarded to the Mission at the usual time by the
P Hudson’s Bay Company’s brigade.
Lo - In the afternoon of this day a snow storm commenced
Y which continued all night, and covered the ground with
nint inches of snow. The thermometer was at the
freezing point, but Mr. Mackenzie stated his conviction
that the “Indian Summer ” not having yet occurred, the
: . snow would soon "disappear and we might have fine
r weather for ten days or a fortnight ; a prediction borne
out by the rapid disappearance of the snow on the follow-
ing day, and the occurrence of beautiful weather With
ﬁ'osty nights to near the end of October. /

On Monday, the 18th, snow birds wére flying about
the Post in large flocks; ducks wending their way to the
south, and all appearances and signs of approachmg winter

" rapidly following one another.

Tuesday and Wednesday were occupied in writing
letters and making up my journal. On Thursday, the
21st, the boat not havmcr arrived, I proceeded to examine
the surroundmg country. The day was warm and fine,
with smoke from the south-west, coming no doubt
from the burmng pralrles

| S Manitobah House is very prettily situated near the
E o Narrows of the lake. Immediately before it is a cluster
RER " of low islands on which .some fine ash-leaved maple and -

o

e Y —
1S TR

e TP 1 AR s e~ 1o
s e T * =

L T

2 Atanes e o

I L

el MU O

it




¢

MANM'OBAH HOTUSE. 67

.

" elm grow ; they-are the favourite campm grounds of the

. Indians who hunt and fish in the country about Lake

f © Manitobah. The land in the rear of the House is stony,
but good, and there is an area of many thousand acres
in extent, well adapted for a settlement. The timber
consisting almost altogether of aspen on the mainland,

is of falr dimensions, trees frgm=twelve inches to fifteen
inches in diameter being cothmon. Near the Post, but
on the opposite side of the lake; there is a considerable
quantity of balsam-spruce and tamarac. There are no
rock exposures visible near the Post, but in making an
excavation for a cellar under the new house, the work- .
men came upon limestone rock, four feet below the sur- -
face. It was apparently horizontal, but in the fragments
procured no organic remains were visible ; its lithological
aspect was similar to the rock on Manitobah Island, to be
hereafter described. When the surface of the exposed

rock was cleaned with a bucket or tggo of water, well .
preserved ice groves were v151ble ,.-thelr i ection was N.
10° W.—S. 10° E. 7 :

I visited the house of a freemén named John Camp-
bell a few hundred yards south of the Post, and found
there two comfortable log shanties, a potato field, two
or three” haystacks and some cattle. Camphell’s son in-
formed me that it was much easier to live here than at
-the Settlements. He stated as a proof of the.abundance
of natural pasture in the swamps that he allowed some of |

. his cattle to remain in the woods and sWamps all winter,
. but they became very poor towards spring. White-fish *
- are abundant and of exeellent quality ; they are the main-
- stay of the people attached to the Post, who cure them
- for winter consumption by the simple process of drying
— in'the sun. The fishing season had already commenced

* Coregonus albus. -
F2 e e
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and Campbe}l ha cauorht 500 Whlte,—ﬁsh but he wanted
4000 for. his r supply As soon as the fish are
caught in the nets, and brought to shore, a slit is
made above the fil, through Which a pointed stick is
,push Ten fish' are placed on each stick, and the sticks
are stagéd i the open air about nine feet from/the ground,
“beyond the reach of dogs No curing, cledning, or any
préservative process is employed ; the dry air and frost
preserve them until they are needed. The importance
of the white-fish in this region may be imagined when it
is known that not only does it form the chief food of the
Indians in the lake region for a great portion of the year,
but three white-fish per diem constitute the sole daily
allowance of the half-breeds attached to this Post ; abso-
lutely nothing more. Flour, tea, sugar, &c., are luxuries,
which, if they wish to indulge in, must be purchased at
high prices; nevertheless, they are healthy, happy, and
according to their notions comfortable. '

The white-fish I saw staged at Campbell’s might aver- i the
age three to four pounds each. They are considered to E
be superior to those caught in Lake Winnipeg.. This

O RN b

important source of food in these regions is well named . no.
At—1k—um-a or the Reindeer of the Waters, by the Ojib- -
ways. It forms a principal article of diet during a large anc
portion of the year, not only of the Indians, but also of - pas
the settlers at Red River. The price the frozen fish fetch - the
in the settlement is five for a shilling, or 100 for a pound ;
" sterling. During. our winter journey to Canada, we pur- bre
_chased them at Red Lake, in Minnesota State, at the rate this
of 86 (£1 9s.) per hundred, to feed "the dogs; each dog dire
was allowed one white-fish, and a morsel of pemmican, as &

long as the pemmican lasted. : ‘ ‘M oak
Indlan summer began on the 2Ist. The weather was
warm, “smoky,” and very delightful. No-boat being yet

&b




House, the marshes at the mouth of Ebb and Flow Lake,
and the country in the rear of the Post. Its extraordinary

islands, and along the coast north of the Hudson’s Bay

helow high water mark, and about two feet above the
lowest point to which it has been known to fall for many
years. »5
The boat not arriving on the evening of the 22nd, I
determined to take a small supply of provisions and g
~with-Whitéway the half-breed, who had accompanied me
from Dauphin Lake, as far, as Manitobah Island, about
twelve miles in a direction due north, and there await its
arrival. This part of Lake Manitobah is not more than
from three to four miles across, studded with low islands,
and on the east side the ooast is iMlented with deep bays.
The strait is shallow, twenty-one feét, of water close to
the Narrows being the greatest depth recorded. 3
Manitobah Island, from which the lake derives its name,
is about 600 yards long, and 200 yards broad; on its
north side there is a perpendicular limestone cliff fifteen
feet high; a few yards from its edge, a well defined
ancient lake beach crosses the island, resemblizg in most
particulars the Ridge Pitching track or the Big Ridge of
the Assinniboine. The part that remains in a good state
-of preservation is not more than 150 yards long, the

this ancient beach, the land slopes gradually in a southerly
. direction to the present beach, with its fringe of rushes at
 the south extremity of the mlanfé The timber consists of
E oak and birch ; many of the first named tree have been

- The native carpenter employed to buﬂdJl[r Mac-
, 3

s
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within sight, I visited the islands opposite Manitobah '

flatness is.shown by the great expanse of marsh about the. -

Company’s Post. The level of the lake was three feet -

breadth of the island being here about 220 yards. . From -

cut by the people of Fairfard and Manitobah House. -,
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“were Atrypa reticularis, Atrypa aspera, two species of
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kenzie’s new residence accompanied us to the islind, and
although very anxious to make the traverse across the
lake after passing the Narrows, he remained for a few
hours to cut a couple of oak logs which he proposed to
take with him to Fairford, to mend the old freighter’s
boeat which had formed his -pay for six weeks’ labour.
He embraced this opportunity, on account of the difficulty

_of procuring oak timber near the Mission. Although oak

was seen several times on the shores & Lake Manitobah,
north of the Narrows, yet nowhere was it found of such
serviceable thickness (fifteen inches) and length as on
Manitobah Island. In the rear of the marshes which
border the lake it is known to exist in small quantities.
Among the Devonjan fossils procured on the island -

Chonetes, a small Productus, an Orthoceras, and fragments
of a large fish.

I remained on this-island with Whiteway for three
days ; we shot a mink, a few duck, and saw a red fox,
but alfhough the island was so small, we found it impos-
sible’to kill him. Indians appeared occasionally in their
canoes on the north-east coast of the lake, but although
they heard our guns and fired in return, yet they would
not venture near us. They have all a great aversion to
caves and overhanging rocks, conceiving that such places
are the abode of fairies, or Manitou. The origin of this
superstition in relation.to Manitobah Island is due to the
sounds prqduced by the waves as they beat upon the
beach at the foot of the cliffs near its northern extremity.
During the night time, When a gentle breeze is blowing
from the north, the various sounds heard on the island

are quite sufficient to strike awe into the minds of the :

superstitious Indians. These sounds frequently resemble
the ringing of distant. church bells; so close, indeed, is

'

- 80.
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this resemblance, that several tifnes during the night I
woke with the ipression that I was listening to chimes.
When the breeze subsided, and the waves played gently
= on the beach, a low wailing sound would be heard from
_ our camping place, about 300 yards from the clify where
the noise was produced. At night it was peculiarly im-
pressive, and as we lay on the moss-covered rock, it was
very easy to comprehend the objection which uneducated
Indians, naturally of a fanciful and superstitious turn of
mind, should have to land or remain on this “fairy”
island. a
On the night of Monday, the 25th October, we built as
usual a large ﬁre on the beach to serve as a beacon light
to Mr. Fleming, and at nine lay down to sleep. White-
way was telling me about the adventure of Sho-Shons,
(Long-ears), whose tent was within a few miles of us, and
who was tossed by a buffalo bull when hunting in the
prairies during the past summer, when at 10 p. M. three
shots were heard, apparently about three miles north of -
the island. We sprang up and replied with three shots,
and proceeded at once to supply the beacon fire with dry
wood. Whiteway put his ear to the water’s edge, and
after a short pause declared that h& heard oars. After a

few minutes we fired three more sﬁots and waited the -.

result ; in half an hour’s time the boat loomed throuov}‘
the gloom, and before eleven o’clock Mr. Fleming and the
crew were on Manitobah Island.

They had been detained by contrary winds, but vvere;'iw

successful in killing prairie hen ¥, duck and plover in

the upper part of the lake, near Crow Bay. At sunset

Mr. Fleming had-touched a low point a few miles to the

north-east of our island, where Indians were encamped ;
)

* The Prairie Hen or Pinnatéd Grouse, Zetrao cupido, is not ofteq found
so far north as lat. 52° in the wooded country.
‘Fr4
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they told him that they had repeatedly heard shots from

. ‘%« the Narrows, but did not care to know who had fired

: them in that quarter. A quiet admission that the terrors

~ of Manitobah Island were sufficient to check the curiosity
even of an Ojibway Indian.

. It wis past noon on the morning of the 26th when we
reached Manitobah House; we remained there for an
hour to partake of the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Mack-

: ,enzle, and procure a, supply.of white-fish and potatoes.
In‘the aftérnoon we pulled towards McKay’s Point, passed
between Sugar Island and Birch Island, both low and
marshy areas, and camped at sunset on Pelican Island, a
circular sandy beach enclosing an extensive marsh, in)
which duck still remained in considerable numbers. The
lake near the coast is shallow, the greatest depth recorded
being thirteen feet. .

The whole of the coast as far as Swan Creek is very
low, and bordered by beaches enclosing marshes.. Here
and there wooded points ten to twelve feet above the
lake level separate the marshes from one another ; on one
of these points we observed some very fine elm, but the
prevailing timber consists of aspen. A mission was es-
tablished some years since .at Elm Point, by the Rev.
Mr. Cowley, but 2bandoned soon after. An attempt was

: made to open a cart track from this Mission to the prairies
near Oak Point, but it was thought that the Indians who
professed to guide Mr. Cowley through the driest part of
the country, took him through the most swampy portion.
The Indians now say that dry ridges exist, with inter-
vening marshes, over and through which {cart track

‘ could be established without difficulty~ but it is evident

; SR * that the character of the country on this part of Lake

E - Manitobah is not fitted for farming purposes. .Isolated

v G

A o e A e ot
e e -

B o 2 WG -
~

§«.

e s

A S e ¢ s
.

s g o

s

™ ...m-»&m\:’;.mu..,

-
e

T

areas like Elm Point are doubtless to be found, but not
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| sufficiently extensive to give to this region any value ifi
an agricultural point of view. - x
We metian Indian in a canoe near Elm Point, and
-Whiteway, at my request, told him we were starving.
T wished to ascertain the truth of the statement so often
- made respecting. the liberality of these Indians in cases of
necess;tk. The answer was a happy one; approaching
our hoat in his canoe, the Indian said, “ Look, if you see
anything to eat, take it.” - In his canoe were sixty fine
“white-fish and a few pike. I gave him some potatoes,
tobacco, and tea, and accepted a dozen white-fish which
‘he pressed us to take, '
The shore continues low as far as Sandy Point ; it is
' bounded by beaches fringed; with fine aspen forests in the
rear of marshes filled Wlth rushes, which occupy part of
every sheltered cove and’ Bay open to the lake. We
camped at Monkman s Poirit, where one of the family has
a fishing station. They were catching their winter supply
of Whlte-ﬁsh \ Monkman * pointed out a marsh in the
rear of our camp, Whlchwshe said was once dry ground,
. and afforded splendid pasturage for horses. This probably
occurred during a period of low water. The marsh is
' separated from the lake by a gravelly beach ; and a fall
in the level of the lake, to the extent of two feet, would not
- only drain and dry this marsh, but many hundred square
 miles of marshy areas formed under similar circumstances
and at the same period. Mr. Mackenzie, of Manitobah
House, told me that former residents at that Post had
=== seen the lake for a long period of time two feet lower

. than at present. In fact, before the floods of 1853 Lhé

_lake was at its lowest level, and the swamps and

. * The brother of John Monkman, of Oak Point, a celebrated cha.racter at
- Selkirk Settlement. More will be said of tlus individual in_a future
'Ch'lptel‘
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fringing its low north-eastern coast were then dry areas
covered with rank grass. In the course of a few years
this will again take place, and for a long period, perhaps,
settlers may enjoy fine pasture lands, destined again to
revert to an intermittent condition of swamp or marsh.

. Monkman informed me that many years since the Hudson’s

Bay Company had a breeding establishment near this

Point, and he remembered the time when 120 horses

were pastured in the neighbourhood of Swan Creek, about

twelve miles from Oak Point. :

On the 28th we passed through an immense expanse of

reeds called Marshy Point, threading our way through
all intricate channel in which large numbers of duck
lingered. About one oclock we arrived at Oak
Poigt, where we found John Monkman and a number of
from Red River catching their winter supply-of
white-fish in gill nets. _
e Manitobah is 120 miles long by 24 broad in
its st part, from headland to headland ; but.if esti-
mated from Oak Point to the mouth of White Mud River,
on the west side, the breadth does not fall far short of
thirty miles. The area of the lake is about 1900 square
miles, and its approximate altitude above the sea 670 feet,
or ferty-two feet above Lake Winnipeg. It is remark-

- ably shallow, so that in the parts sounded; which were |
sometimes twelve to fifteen miles broad, the depth never |
exceeded twenty-three feet; this occurred half way be-
tween Cherry Island and Sandy Point in the upper, portion

.of the lake. In the two traverses between Marmitobah
Island and Cherry Island not more than twenty-one feet
was recorded, while within four miles of the coast in the
southern or larger portion of the lake, eighteen feet was
the greatest depth found.

The effects of winds on the large surfaces of water éx-




EFFECT OF WIND ON THE LAKES. B /1

.

I posed by the great lakes of ,the Winnipeg Basin, is very

well seen at the Narrows near Manitobah Island, the
Dog’s Head (Lake Winnipeg), Waterhen River, and the

. mouths of the Winnipeg and Red Rivers. The currents
. produced by the pressure of the wind changing the levels
. of the lakes has probably exercised an important influence
 in connecting different parts of the same lake basins.

At the Narrows, Lake ﬁ[amtobah a northerly wind
will cause a strong current to flow through the straits into
the lower or southern half of the lake\;‘vﬁle a south
wind produces & corresponding effect~i e northern
portion, and perceptibly increases the volume of water in
the Little Saskatchewan. At the Dog’s Head the current
sometimes approaches the force of a rapid when the wind
blows from the north ; the great depth of Lake Winnipeg
at this point, which, I was assured by half-breeds and

Indians who fish there during the winter, exceeds one

hundred and twenty feet, is doubtless the result.

At first sight it appears strange that the limestone cliffs
should not have been gradually broken away, and the
communication hetween the upper dnd lower portion of
Lake Winnipeg enlarged. But running water exercises
comparatively little effect in excavating a deep channel
through a rocky barrier, or in widening a water-course ;
ice, beyond all. question, is the main instrument in abrad- -
ing, denuding, and excavatipg. At the Dog’s Head the
ice has little force on accoun®of the proximity of islands,
either when acting with a thrust or bearing away masses
of rock frozen to its substance. By far the greater por-
.« tion of the ice formed on this 'part of the coast is so
protected by the islands as to melt before it can be
- moved by winds with its rocky burdens to distant parts
~of the lake. ]

At Manitobah House I observed the water rise fu]ly

s
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"“breeds in the fall of the year, when winds are variable,
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cighteen inches before a storm. Canoes left in calm
.weather on a beach high and dry are not unﬁ'equently
washed away when a strong south or north wind sets in,
and it often Happens that, even before the approach of s
change in the direction of the wind is indicated by
clouds, the water of the lakes show by rising the opera-
tion of a distant pressure which has not yet manifested
itself at the point of observation. The Indians and- half-

frequently notice the mouths of streams or rude registers,
such as a stone set up by themselves on the beach, to see .
if any indications are afforded of a change in the wind,
not appreciable by any other means.

In 1828 Mr. Keating, in his narrative of Major Iiong’s
Expedition to the sources of St. Peter’s River, described
the effects of winds on the waters of Lake Winnipeg
taking place at the mouth of the Winnipeg River, as
follows :—*“ A question. which has been much discussed -
by travellers,-is- that of the supposed penodlcal rises in
the lakes ; we do not propose to take part in the discus-
sion at present, but we may state that we observed at
Fort Alexander an appearance, such as has probably more
than once been mistaken for the effect of a tide.

“On our arrival we pitched our tents upon a sort of
wharf projecting into the river, and elevated about two
feet above.the level of the water. In the afternoon a
very high wind blew from the lake and accumulated the
waters in the bay, so as to cause them to overflow the
wharf and oblige us to remove our tents. - The next
morning the waters had.subsided to their former level.”

The splendid prairies bordering on the southern shores
of Lake Manitobah may be said to begin at Oak Point.
Their boundary is an imaginary line extending south-
easterly towards the Indian Settlement on Red River on
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i the one ;hand, and to the old lake Ridge, where it is cut
by White Mud River on ‘the other; a distance in an air
line of one htndred and ten miles. North of this lne
the country is in general marshy, full of reticulating lakes
and low aspen-covered ridges.
v The settlement at Oak Pqint contains about a dozen
houses ; their appearance does not give a stranger a favour-
' gble impression of the industry and energy of their occu-
pants, No advantage appears to be taken of the splendid
cotntry by which they are surrounded ; and with the ex-
ceptidn of John Monkman, who at times is a marvel of
? energy injudiciously directed, they do not seem to have
made any progress in improving their dwellings, or in
- enclosing a farm, since they first established themselves at
Lake Manitobah. About ten -miles in a south-westerly
direction from Oak Point a number of French half-breeds
have formed a settlement on the shores of the lake. They
enjoy the advantage of having a resident Missionary
(R.C.) among them. C
On the 29th we made preparations for a journey on
horseback to. the Settlements, striking diagonally across
 the prairie -Tegion just described. The country in the
neighbourhood of Oak Point is very attractive ; its general
level is about ten feet above the lake; it resembles in
every respect the region\igout White Mud River. Our
§ road, for a few miles, lay across a very rich and fertile
B tract, until an almost imperceptible ascent introduced us
* to a low gravelly ridge, upon which aspen woods grow in
narrow strips ; the forest preserves a uniform outline as
- far as the eye can reach, in a-direction corresponding to
- the present form of Lake Manitebah, indicating, without
- glancing at the soil, the direction -and -extent of the sub-
- aqueous ridges, afterwards a low coast line, which were
 formed over the floor of Lake Manitobah at a higher
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level. Succeeding this low flat ridge is a broad plateaun
slightly undulating and studded with straggling clumps of
young poplar and small oak, with willows in the shallow
depressions. The soil becomes rich in yégetable mould
again as we approach Shoal Lake, an extensive sheet of
water, shallow, reedy, connected with numerous lakes
lying to the north, and a favourite haunt of aquatic
birds. )

- The south shore of Shoal Lake is particularly attractive,
Ridges supporting heavy oak fringe the shore, and beau-
tiful meadows, bordered with aspen and oak woods, revesl
themselves in making a short traverse to the south. AL
though the shores of the lake are marshy, yet the oak
ridges some few hundred yards south of it are high and
dry. For a grazing establishment on the largest scale
Shoal Lake is admirably fitted. Wild hay in-any-desirable

-~ — —quantity exists around its marshy shores, and in the beau-
tiful prairies lying south of it timber of excellent quality’
for building purposes and fuel may be procured in abund-
ance ; in the spring and autumn the lake is coveredwi
wild fowl of every variety. Shoal Lake is a favourite

— sporting ground of the gentlemen of Fort Garry and the
half-breeds of the settlement. It is on the main road to
Lake Manitobah, and is probably destined to become 1
place of some note as a grazing station in the course of
time. )

On the 30th October I set out with Whiteway in
advance of the carts, in the hope of being able to reach
the settlements before nightfall. We passed through an
excellent prairie country studded with aspen groves, and
occasionally relieved by a broad shallow ridge, probably
of subaqueous origin, like those already described. The
Big Ridge of the Assinniboine is not well defined where
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l we descended it, about eight miles west of Stony Moun-
 tain. It appears to be divided into two portioms; part
- expanding into an undulating-tract of country a few hun-
£ dred yards broad, the other preserving the outline and
character of the Big Ridge, but named in consequence of
its diminished altitude the Little Ridge. The level coun-
F try at the base of either is everywhere beautiful, fertile,
and admirably adapted for settlement. We descended the
P Little Ridge, a step of the Big Ridge, at about four in they
- afternoon, and in the distance could see the twin steeples
of St. Boniface with their tinned roofs glancing brilliantly
L in the south-east about fifteen miles off. 'We then passed
through the magnificent prairies lying between Stony
Mountain and Red River, reaching the edge of the Big
Swamp just before sunset,and arrived at our temporary
quarters in the settlement half an hour after dark.

The country between Oak Point and Stony Mountain
is not much inferior in point of fertility and fitness for
settlement to the prairies of Red River and the Assinni-
boine bounded by the Big Ridge. In many parts no
difference in the rank luxuriance of the grass on thesc
: prairies and those south of the Big Ridge could be dis-
i tinguished, but the area of light or gravelly soil covered
b with short stunted grass is far greater, and thus diminishes
the available extent of soil adapted for agriculture. It
g is doubtful whether this drawback is not counterbalanced
i by the proximity of the country north of the Big Ridge
I to the forest-covered tract between the great lakes, and

¢ to the haunts of vast numbers of wild fowl which breed
. on the borders of the small sheets of water so numerous

— infthis region. This tract, south of the probable limit of
 the forest, may be regarded as well adapted for agricul-
. ture, the groves and strips of aspen and oak on the dry

2 - R
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gravelly areas only serving t, level expanse
into a very attractive plams, apparently bounded
by forests, which are found as the traveller penetrates

them to be but narrow belts separating one beautlﬁﬂ
prairie from another.

LR
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CHAP. XXVIL

WINTER JOURNEY WITH DOGS FROM FORT GARRY TO CROW
WING.

Arrival of Lord Richard Grosvenor, Lord Frederick (4vendish, Mr. Henry
Danby Seymour, M.P., and the Hon. Evelyn Ashley, at Fort Garry.—
Buffalo Hunting.—Lord Grosvenor’s Expedition to Fort Ellice.~Prepa-
rations for a Winter's Journey.—John Monkman.—Cline.—Daily Allow-
ance of Dogs,—A Winter Road.—A Cariole.—A Sledge.—The Driver.—
Making the Road.—Prospects of a Race to'&&gow Wing.—The Start.—
Fort Pembina.—Mr. Mackenzie.—The Woodsland Prairies in the Winter
Season.—Temperature at Pembina.—A Camp-i% the Snow.—Preparations
for the Night.—Mocassins.—The Morning Start.—Making a Cache in Pine
Riger—Dogs watching the Operation.—They return at Night to break

- open the Cache.—Terrible Fate of Mr. Mackenzie in Dec., 1859, frozen to

“Death in attempting to reach Pembina from Pine Creek.—Running across
.8 Prairie with the ‘Thermometer at 20° below Zero.—Appearance of the
‘Ratty after the “Run.”—Appearance of a Camp during the Night—
Watchfulness of the Dogs.—Cagehing and harnessing them in the Morning.
—Treatment of Dogs by the Iﬁlf.-breeds.—Overturning a Cariole.—
Traveling in a Snow Storm.—Preparing to Camp in a Snow Storm.—Dogs
& | “lying close” after a Fall of Snow during the Night.—Sagacity of these
}  Animals.—Red Lake.—News of Monkman’s Party behind us.—The Roman

Catholic Missionary frozen to Death” two Days previous to our Arrival at -~

Red Lake Mission.—Indians reading the History of the Missionary’s

Journey from his Tracks on the Ice.—Indians relating the History of his

Journey.—Savage Mimicry.—The Rev. Laurenz Lautiger, the Roman

Catholic Missionary.— The Height of Land.-—Cass Lake.—Arrival of

Monkman'’s Party at Midnight.—Leech Lake.—A Dance.—The last Night

in the Woods.—The last Day’s Run.— Pine ‘Woods.— Morning.— A

twenty-mile Gallop.—Crow Wing.

.UpoN our arrival at Selkirk Settlement subsequently to

.the exploration of Lakes Winnipeg and Manitobah, we

-heard that a party of English noblemen and gentlemen had

‘reached Fort Garry, and were then preparing for a short
"VOL. IL G
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trip into the prain’\?.:; in search of buffalo. The aristo-
cratic hunters consisted of Lord Richard Grosvenor, Lord
Frederick Cavendish, Henry Danby Seymour, Esq.,
MP., and the Honourable Evelyn Ashley. They were
successful in meeting with and kil]ing buffalo a short
distance south of the boundary line, in the direction of
Devil’s Lake, and returned from their expedition in the
~~middle of November. ’

The hardships and privations inseparable from prairie
adventure at this late season of the year, with the ther-
mometer sometimes as low as zero, were not sufficient to
deter Lord Grosvenor from undertaking a much longer
expedition to the west, after his return from hunting
buffalo. He started on the 22nd November in company
with James Mackay, one of the most distinguished and
enterprising natives of Selkirk Settlement, for Fort Ellice,
proposing subsequently to visit the Plain Crees on the
Quappelle.

This adventurous journey on horseback at so late a
period of the year, considering the slender outfit of clothing

" and provisions which Lord Grosvenor took with hlm,
showed no ordinary courage and confidence in the pos’
session of great physical endurance. A journey in dog
carioles over the snow is comfort itself cgmpared with
rldmg in the face of a cutting wind when the thermometer

. is not far removed from zero.:

Lord Cavendish, Mr. Seymour, and Mr. Ashley engaged
John Monkman of Oak Point, Lake Manitobah, to or- .
ganize their dog trains and make arrangements for their
journey to Crow Wing on the Mississippi, proposing to -
return to civilized life as soon as sufficient ‘snow fell to
make the country passable for ‘dog trains. John Monk-
man is the most noted rumnner in Selkirk Settlement;

“with his magnificent train of dogs, possibly the best in
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE JOURNEY. 83

Rupert’s Land, he has accomplished the journey between
Pembina and Fort Garry, a distance of sixty-eight miles,
in seven hours and a half. The men Monkman engaged,
six in number, were generally excellent runners, and pro-
vided with good dogs. . .

The preparations for the winter journey of both parties
to St. Paul were rather of a formidable character even at
. Red River, requiring not less than sixteen carioles and
sledges drawn by fifty dogs in all.

It being necessary that I should take with me a number
| of geological specimens, field apparatus, books, &e. &ec.,
Y my party required nine carioles and sledges, and a corre-
sponding number of men; each sledge or cariole on a
long winter’s journey requiring one man to manage it,
although the same individual, with well-trained dogs, is
competent to conduct two sledges on good roads and for
short journeys, when time is not an object and food easily
accessible.

I engaged a half-breed of the name of Cline, an excel-
8 lent runner and a very willing attendant, to organize my

| trains. o
t  The distance between Fort Garry and Crow Wing is
¢ about 400 miles by the winter road, and the only places
wher€ supplies can be obtained are at Pembina, Red
| Take, and Cass Lake. The chief objection to travel
- with a le:“’r,:ge number of dogs is the difficulty of supply-
' ing them with food, nor can the several stations be always
relied on to furnish the requisite quantity for an unex-
pected intrusion of many.of these hungry animals. Each
' dog requires’daily about two pounds of pemmican or three
- pounds of white-fish, so that ‘the provisions for a train
f of carioles employing thirty dogs would involve the
f carriage of 600 Ibs. of pemmican or 900 Ibs. of white-

fish for a ten days’ journey. A train of three dogs
' G2 ’
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84 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWEN EXPEDITION.

will draw 300 lbs. forty miles a day for ten or twelve
days in succession if well fed, and the road is tolerably
good, over a level country. A winter road, it may be here
remarked, is nothing more than a cariole or sledge track
caused By the passage of this primitive kind of vehicle
over the snow, and is liable to be obliterated by every
fresh fall. A cariole is constructed of a very thin board,
ten feet long and twelve or fourteen inches broad, turned
up at One end in the form of half a circle, like the bow
of an Ojibway canoe. To this board a high cradle, like

“the body of a small carriage, is attached, about eighteen

inches from the end of the board or floor. The frame-
work is covered with buffalo skin parchment, and painted
or decorated according to taste. ~The inside is lined with .
a blankeét or buffalo robe, and when the traveller is seated
in his cariole, with outstretched legs, he is only separated
from the snow by the thin plank which forms the floor.
A sledge is nothing more than a thin board ten or twelve -
feet long, twelve inches broad,-and turned up at one end
The baggage is attached to it by means of buffalo thongs,
and two or three dogs are harnessed to this simple vehicle
with the same materials. The - dogs attached to a
cariole are generally decorated with collars, from which
beadwork and tassels are suspended together with a string
of small bells. When a train is in motion the driver runs
behind the cariole or sledge, guiding it by means of a
loop fastened to each corner of the floor ; when tired or*
anxious to ride he sits on the small box containing the
traveler’s baggage, which is fastened to the projecting
floor in rear of the cariole, or else he stands on it if no
box is attached. A winter road is uniformly of/ the
breadth of the floor of the cariole, rarely exceeding fifteen
inches, and of a depth proportioned to the quantity of
snow which has fallen. In making’a new road where
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f 4 .
1 the snow is deep, a half-breed walks on snow shoes some . i
distance in front of the dogs, which follow his track with o
the utmost 'precision through all its windings; after Lk

four or five trains have passed, the road is generally con- if
sidered to be sufficiently hard pressed to admit of the .
easy passage of the succceding trains; hence, a great .
point is gained in dog traveling if a new road has re-
cently been made by a party in advance. To mdke the - Ty
" road is regarded, indeed. as the chief difficulty in journey-

ing with dogs. ’

Snow Skoes.

From the hour it was known in Selkirk Settlement that
| the two parties would probablystart nearlyat the same time,
and great feeling existing among the half-breeds respecting
 their endurance and the ease and speed with which their
dogs could aceomplish a long journey, a warm spirit of.
| emulation arose between the men attached to each party,
which rapidly communicated itself to their wives and y\
friends. Cline told me he had heard confidentially that
Monkman’s plan was to give us the start for two days, and
then, taking advantage of the road we should make
through the untrodden wilderness, pass us triumphantly a
f day or two before we arrived at Crow Wing. It gra-
 dually became evident that the idea of a race from-Fort

Garry to Crow Wing communicated itself to the gentlemen
L) a3
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of both parties, and indeed stimulated more or less all who
were to make the journey. Cline and his men appeared
extremely anxious that they should not be far behind
their competitors,.and even indulged the hope that if we
got a fair start we might not be overtaken. When the
subject of a race was first mooted to me by Cline, I re-
garded our chances as almost hopeless, considering the
baggage with which we were encumbered. Aft,erwards it

-
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- " W, e ,x
?’ ’ b, ) N f \//
{31 W&Wf JW o wgw/\& R

. Dog Carioles.

occurred to me that one chance lay in the greater ease with
which my party, long inured to “exposure and fatigue,
would be able to sustain prolonged physical exertion;
an hallucination, however, which subsequent experience
of the physical capabilities of Lord Cavendish, Mr. Sey-
mour, and Mr. Ashley, during their stay at Red River,
served to dispel.

All my trains being ready, we started on Tuesday,

T
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THE WOODS AND PRAIRIES IN-WINTER. 87

November 30th, at an early hour from Fort Garry, and
took the east bank of Red River through the French
settlements. Monkman’s party expected to follow in the
afternoon or early on the following morning. On Wed-
nesday We/i'é:;hed Fort Pembin\a,\@g;tayed the night
with Mr/ Mackenzie, the officer in charge of the Post,
whose sad fate last December (described further on) is a
melancholy proof of the danger attending traveling alone
during the winters of this climate. The woods and
prairies are then perfect deserts, Indians being at their
winter quarters, birds far in the sunny south, and wild
animals hybernating, or seeking food and shelter in the
thickest parts of the swamps and forests. So complete is
this desolation in the interior of many parts of Rupert’s
Land during the winter, that Mr. Christie, chief factor of
the Hudson’s Bay Company, when traveling from Atha-
basca to Red River in December 1859, did not meet with

a single Indian throughout a long and dreary journey of

1400 miles.* Re

The thermometer at Pembina Fort mdlcated 22° below
zero on the morning of December 2nd, when we left the
Post. Having procured another train of two dogs at the
small village of Pembina, two miles from the Hudson’s Bay
Post of that name, we struck across the prairie to the “first
of the Two Creeks,” whére we camped. A camp is always
made in “ woods,” if possible, for the sake of fuel and
shelter. The first operation is to sweep the snow from
the ground, and prepare a place for the fire and blankel;s
This is easily accomplished with snow shoes; and as soén
asan area. proportioned to the size of the party is exposed,
~ a fire is made sufficiently long to admit of each man
',lymor for the night with his feet towards it. No tent or

* Nor'- Wester, Fort Garry, Feb. 18G0.
G 4 -
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88 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

covering of any description beyond a blanket stretched
on poles is admissible;"as it wonld scarcely be possible to
fold canvass infhe morning, and tiihe does not generally
allow of the erection of a hut, nor are the materials always
at hand. When pine or spruce is accessible, a very com-
fortable floor can be made from the boughs, but in the
prairie country or on its borders these useful trees are
rarely to be seen.

As soon as the fire is made and supper in course of
preparation, the d:)gs are fed. After eating their allow-

Pembina.

ance for the twenty-four hours, the dogs seek for warm
spots for themselves as near the fire as possible, or if the
night be very cold, and any wind stirring, they partially
bury themselves in the snow. As soon as supper is dis-
cussed, which with the half-breeds almost uniformly con-
sisted of cold pemmican and tea, mocassins are taken off,
dried if damp, and put on again; the fire is replenished,
and one by one each man or two together cover them-
selves completely with their blankets or robes, and go to
sleep. Mocassins are necessary in making a winter jour-




CAMP IN THE SNOW.—A CACHE. 89

ney, leather boots or shoes would be too cold and pro-
bably become hard, neither do they admit of that freedom
of circulation which makes a soft and pliable mocassin of
dressed buffalo or moose skin so warm and comfortable.
The feet rarely get wet in traveling in these regions; the
intense cold preserves the snow perfectly dry, and it is
only near a fire that moisture penetrates a mocassin
during cold .weather. During a thaw, a mocassin is
wet throucrh immediately, and the discomfort must be
endured from camp to camp, but colds- are unknown
from this cause if exercise be persevered in. Under the
mocassin, the half-breeds wear a square piece of flannel
or blanket wrapped rourd the feet, to serve as a stocking.
The gentlemen wore one pair of worsted stockings, a half
boot of duffel, and buffalo skin mocassins, and no one
complained of cold feet at any time.

The first thing on waking in the morning is to make

up the fire and prepare for breakfast. We generally rose
at five, and were ready to start by daylight; breakfast, re-
packing the bedding, catching and harnessing the dogs
. usually occupying two hours and a half.
. On the following day we arrived at Pine River, where
Cline made a cache of pemmican in the river, some dis-
t tance from our track, to.be taken up on his return. A
- hole was cut through the ice, then about fifteen inches
. thick, and a buffalo hide thong having been tied round
j the)f)ag, and fastened to a stick, it was let down into the -
. water, just below the ice, the stick being stretched across
¢ the orifice. TLumps of ice were then piled on the bag of
! pemmlcan, and water poured on them. The temperature
- of the air being at the time considerably below zero, the
- water froze the instant it touched the ice, and bound the
- masses together in one block. Fresh ice being added, and
!
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water poured o om4t/117/ hole soon became filled with g
sohd d_mass’; “The operation was continued until a mound
~6ne foot above the frozen surface of the river was accu-
mulated over the cache. As I was returning with Cline to
the place where we had left the carioles and dogs, we
observed two of these sagacious animals who had been
unharnessed by mistake, the driver supposing we were
going to camp, quietly watching our proceedings from
the bank of the river. Cline, with an exclamation of
anger and surprise, remarked, “ Now, if we don’t take
care those sacrés chiens will try to get at the pemmican to-
night, and the rascals will tell the others; I know them of
old, they served me that trick before; we’ll tie them to
night.” The conscious dogs, with tails depressed, started

at a gallop back to the carioles; when they saw Clines

threatening mien.

In order to:avoid the breaking open of the cache by
the dogs, which might be the source of great incon-
venience, and perhaps suffering to the men on‘their re-
turn, we pushed on for several miles before we camped.
Cline counted the dogs after supper, but neglected to tie
the spies, having found that none had strayed, he thought
they might be trusted, and, wrapping himself in his
blanket, he soon went to sleep. Rising long before day-
light, according to our custom, several dogs were soon
ascertained to be missing, and not being found after
a rapid search in the neighbourhood, Cline instructed
two of the men to make a circle round the camp,
and examine all tracks by torch-light. - In a very short
time one of them came back, stating that fresh dog
tracks pointed in the direction of Pine River, where
we had cached the pemmican. Three or four men in-
stantly started back and found the missing dogs busily
engaged in scratching at the cache. It was so thoroughly

P Y = e
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SAGACITY OF THE DOGS.—A TRAVELER FROZEN TO DEATH. 91

frozen and compactly made, that they had produced
little impression on the small mound of ice, but-no doubt
time and perseverance would have enabled them to reach
the supplies beneath.  _

Pine River crossing is the spot from Whlch Mr. Mac-
kenzie, wie had so hospltably treated us at Fort Pem-
bina, started on the mornlng of the 29th December 1859,
on his ill-fated journey in search of assistance. He and
some companions were escorting an engineer from George
Town to Fort Garry, who was traveling thither to make
alterations and repairs in the steamer Anson Northrup,
then laid up for the winter near the Indian settlement.
The party fell short of provisions, and Mr. Mackenzie
pushed on in the hope of being able to send supplies from
Pembina. After leaving his companions, he appears to
have followed the trail for some distance, and at the ap-
proach of mght to have lost his way. His beaten track
showed that in’ order to keep himself from freezing, he
had spent the night in running round in a circle. At the
break of day he started again across the trackless waste,
but in a direction considerably to the eastward of his
proper course. A second day of fruitless wandering was
followed by a night more dreary than the first. The
third day’s journey brought him’ near to Roseau Lake,
far to the east of his destination ; here his strength ap-
pears to have failed him, for having hung some shreds
of his coat on a tree, to mark his last resting-place, he
lay down beneath it, where his frozen body was found,
with one hand on his heart and the other grasping a
compass. *

On the day succeeding our camp near Pine River, we
crossed a very bleak and desolate prairie about eight miles

* An account of this melancholy Jjourney is given in the Red River Nor'-
Wester, for January 14, 1860.
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broad. Fortuna ly the wind was bTowin
otherwise it Woul have been insupporta

it was almost- impossible to endure the inactiont involved
by being tightly packed in a small cariole, notwithstand-
ing a liberal supply of blankets and robes, we preferred
to run after the dogs across that inhospitable prairie which,
however beautiful it may be in summer, is an exposed
and desolate wild in, December. Mutual astonishment
was expressed at thé appearance presented by each in-
dividual after this léeng run. Our eyebrows, beards,
moustaches, hair, and" eyelashes were uniformly frosted ;
the moisture?from the breath had formed icicles down

our beards, which were firmly frozen to the hoods of our
blanket’ coats ; patches of frost-bites on our cheeks, nose,
or ears demanded instant friction with snow ; and the

outside of the coat of each man, from the nape of the,

neck to the loins, was covered with a narrow sheet of
hoar-frost, formed by the solidificatiorr of +the insensible
perspiration the moment it reached the outer air.

The appearance of a winter éamp during the night, when
men and dogs are buried in prgfound slumber, is very wild
and savage. Throwing a few dry sticks into the fire to
light up the scene, the silent, slumbering forms of the
travelers are seen stretched in two parallel rows with their
feet to the fire ; between the men one, two, and sometimes
three huge dogs have erept ; some are lying on the legs of
the half-breeds for the sake of warmth, others have found a
snug berth close to the fire but in imminent danger of
burning their fur, a few lie coiled outside of the circle
half buned in the snow: The cold is so intense that their
faces are white with frozen breath, and scarcely distin-
guishable. The fire, even when in full glow, has not
power to melt the snow more than a few inches from it,

W
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without it is exposed to direct and prolonged radiation.
Now and then a watchful dog raises his head, probably
disturbed by some slight movement of the sleepers; he
looks once round and buries his face again. Sometimes
a dog will utter a low warning growl, when three or four
.other dogs, probably old stagers, will rouse themselves
E for an instant, listen and growl, generally all looking in
“ one direction and snuffing the air. A half-breed sits up,
looks at the dogs, observes their mien and actions, and
. after a moment’s pause, uttering the word “ wolves,” he
quickly coils himself under his blanket again.
The most disagreeable part of the daily routine of a
long winter’s journey is the catching and harnessing of
the dogs. Some of these animals at the beginning of
winter, when fresh at their work for the season, are ex-
ceedingly restive under coercion of .any description, and
. not unfrequently snap at their masters, who invariably arm
themselves with very strong mittens of buffalo or deer hide - ————
when harnessing a savage and powerful animal. They
require long-continued and most severe punishment to
make them obedient to the word of command. The
treatment - to which many of the poor beasts are sub-
jected would give them a fair claim to the protection of
a law against cruelty to animals. The faces of some of
our dogs were dreadfully disfigured by the blows which
their unfeeling and thoughtless masters inflicted on them.
An Esquimaux whip is the instrument which every driver
- should be compelled to use, but the half-breeds trust to
. sticks and stones, or any object within reach on the road,
- “which is picked up as they pass and thrown at the dogs.
It is painful to witness the sudden start of terror with
which each animal, looking over his shoulder as he trots
along, wateches the mien and motions of the driver as he

poises the stick, which he knows how to throw with
e
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certain dexterity at the terrified animals. All the dogs
give a simultaneous jump on one side as the missile flics
past them, when directed at the leader of the train ; and
not unfrequently would the cariole be overturned if it
were not for the strength and skill of the driver holding
the loop with which he steers it. When this occurrence
takes place and the dogs are at full speed, the only plan

“left for the helpless traveller is to draw his arms éfose to

his sides, and wait until the cariole is righted by the driver;
but any attempt to right the cariole by putting out an
arm is a dangerous operation, which might occasion a
broken limb. In descending steep hills, it is always
advisable to walk or run, which all would prefer for the

“sake of exercise, except when the road is very good, and

the trains can proceed for many miles at a gallop without
fatigue. (

A heavy snow storm is a serious matter in the prairie.
It is then absolutely necessary for all the trains to ‘keep
close together; the drifting snow soon obliterates the
road ; and, although the dogs, by means of their sensitive
noses, will follow the tracks of the leading cariole even
when completely hidden from view by a light fall, yet
when drifts accumulate they are at fault.

Preparing to camp in a snow storm is not an agreeable
operation, or suggestive of that comfort and safety which
a camp almost always presents. When the fire is well
lighted, supper cooked and eaten, and the party “turned
in,” then it does not matter much how heavily it snows,
the trouble being reserved for the following day. After

a heavy fall during the night, men, dogs, carioles and- ;
sledges are all covered with a, thick mantle of pure white; "¢

a sudden shout from the guide enlivens many of the ap-
parently lifeless forms, recognized only by their outline;
but some of the sagacious dogs take advantage of the
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concealment afforded by the snow, and, quite neglectful
of the whistles and shouts of their masters, “lie close.”
We were detained for more than three hours on one
occasion after a heavy snow storm, by some of the dogs

preserving perfect silence and a motionless position under °

* their .covering of snow, within thirty yards of our camp
fire. They were found by dint of walking systematically
round the camp fire in a continually enlarging circle, the
half-breeds being quite aware of the advantage which these
cunning animals would take of their accidental conceal-
ment. A loud shout every now and then announced that a
searcher had stumbled over a truant, whose depressed
mien and conscious look showed how well he knew that
i he had been the cause of anxiety and trouble.

" On the 8th of December we arrived at Red Lake, and
had a splendid gallop of twelve miles across the ice from
the mouth of Red Lake River to the Ojibway village and
Missionary station. An Indian from Pembina caught us
just’ as we were about to commence the traverse, and
brought the information that Monkman’s party had left
Fort Garry on the day following our departure, and were
steadily pursuing the road we had made. The Indian
thought they would catch us in a day or two. Soon
after our arrival at the Red Lake Mission we learned
that the Roman Catholic Missionary had been frozen to
death two days previously, in an attempt to cross the ice
during a snow storm, from a promontory about two miles
away from the Mission. He had been visiting a camp of
Ojibways, who warned him of the perils of a return across
~ the ice during the storm, and invited him to pass the
~ night in their wigwams ; but the missionary thought that
- he would not incur any danger of freezing during so
short a traverse, although the thermometer indicated a

- temperature of 25° below zero, at the opposite station.
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He was frozen within two hundred yards of the
Mission House, near to which were a number of log
houses, tenanted at the time by half-breeds and Indians,
When the body was found on the following morning, a
number of Indians set themselves to trace his steps from
the Ojibway camp across the ice, a difficult under-
taking, in consequence of thé high wind which was
blowing at the time having, to an inexperienced eye

“obliterated all traces of his steps. With astonishing

accuracy these wild men read the brief history of his

journey, and related the incidents to me as we stood on _

the banks of Red Lake, with the Ojibway village and the
course cf the unfortunate missionary in view. ¢ There,”
said my dusky informant, pointing to the ice not more
than half a mile from the houses, ¢ there he first turncd
his back to the wind, and there he knelt to pray,” the
Indian suiting the action, to the word, and knecling in the
attitude which the track showed the missionary had
assumed. Now he faced the wind and ran-against the
blinding snow and pitiless storm ; here he turned his
back again; there his tracks showed how he slipped and
fell, and once again where he knelt to pray. The marks

-of his fingers were seen on the crust of snow lying in

frozen patches on the ice. Once more he fell, rose again,
knelt for a while, and- made a last effort to push against
the storm. They came at length to where he had fallen for

-the last time, and subsequently knelt with his hands on

the ice, his head touching the snow. He was found
with hands clasped in the attitude of prayer, his head
bent upon his breast. The barking dogs at the Mission
must have been aware that he was approaching, notwith-
standing the gloom of evening and the drifting snow, for
they bayed fiercely in the direction he was coming about
the time he was supposed to have fallen. The half-breeds
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®

heard the dogs and looked out in expectation of seeing
the missionary approach, but as the dogs soon céased to

~ bark they thought it was a false alarm, and did not go to_

meet and assist him. .

It was painfully interesting to watch  the Indians relate
the narrative of this short but terrible journey from the
information they had gathered on the almost trackless ice
and snow. The imitation of the actions and motions of
the poor missionary, his attitude of prayer, his drooping
head touching the cold ice, his backward wanderings,
were all so faithfully represented, so true to nature, that -
the reality seemed to be occurring before me, rather than
the solemn mimicry of a savage. :

After the Indian, who was most active in impersonating
the missionary, had finished his mournful tale, he. quietly
took a lighted pipe from one of his companions standing
by, and drawing his blanket over'his head seated himself
upon the prostrate trunk of g tree, and without any ex-
pressiorr of feeling covertly glanced in my face to see the
effect of his narrative ; and when I asked him through
the half-breed interpreter where the body was lying, he
coldly pointed with one finger to a log-hut close by, with-
out withdrawing the pipe from his mouth or showing any
further interest in the matter.

The name of the missionary was Laurenz Lautiger,
from Krainburg in Carniola ; he had been placed by the
half-breeds in a rough coffin made from half-a-dozen pine
boards, and, as he lay robed in his priestly vestments, calm,

When we arrived at Crow Wing, a few days after this sad
occurrence, I went to see his brother missionary stationed
VOL. II.’ : H
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there, and related to him all the known circumstances of
his death as I had received them from the half-breeds
and Indians of Red Lake, and then learned that the Rev.
Laurenz Lautiger was an Austriai, a man well skilled in
many languages, pious, devoted and most enthusiastic in
his endeavours to christianize the Ojibways of Red Lake.
He had not been long in the country or he would have
had the experience necessary to guide him on such a
night as that in which he met with his untimely fate. At
the hour of his death we must have been encamped on
Red Lake River, about fifty miles from the station, having
made an early camp in consequence of the piercing cold.
My thermometer in the woods showed twenty-two degrees
below zero just before I rolled myself in my buffalo robe
for the night; but as we had selected close woods for our
night’s resting-place, it is not improbable that the tempe-
rature on the exposed ice of Red Lake was as low as
thirty below zero.

Our course from Red Lake lay through the woods
bordering Red Lake River. We traversed three very
picturesque sheets of frozen water, and then arrived at
Opashkwa Lake, which lies at the foot of the dividing
ridge constituting the height of land, the waters on one
side flowing into Hudson’s Bay, on the other into the
Gulf of Mexico. After passing this natural boundary we
crossed Turtle Lake, and numerous dilatations of Turtle

" River abounding in wild rice, and camped on the evening
of the 10th December close to the borders of Cass Lake,

and near a cluster of Indian wigwams. Shortly after 3

midnight our dogs began to bark furiously, and the
Indian camp seemed suddenly to receive an unusual in-
flux of visitors. Cline came to me and whispered, ‘“Monk-
man’s come.” At daybreak on the following morning I
recognized Monkman’s dogs fraternizing with Cline’s, and
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a short stroll to the Indian camp satisfied me that h1s
party had all arrived in good condition, and were dis-
tributed among the different wigwams. I found Lord
Cavendish and Mr. Ashley in one tent, and Mr. Seymour
in another, as comfortably “fixed ” as it was possible to
expect or wish for under the circumstances incident to a
midnight journey from the summit of the Mississippi
slope, with the thermometer at zero.

A mission was established at Cass Lake in 1844, and
the condition of the Indians is reported to have- been
much ameliorated by the exertions of the missionaries.
The Indian village is situated on both sides of Turtle River,
and cohtains several log cabins erected by the natives.
No spirituous liquor is permitted to be introduced into
this part of the Indian Reserves in Minnesota. The
prosperity of the Indians, and their gradual approach to
civilization, is probably largely due to this prohibition.

Starting several hours in advance of Monkman, we
arrived early in the afternoon at the Indian agency and’
village on the south shore of Leech Lake, and were very
cordially received by the agent. The other travelers
came up with us before nightfall, and the half-breeds of
the united parties decided upon having a dance. Fiddles
were soon procured, a capacious store was cleared of goods
and packages, and the female population of the agency
and village, which included some very passable half-breed
girls and “ wives,” having promptly assembled, a series of
lively dances commenced, which were kept up until mid- -
night. In the absence of whisky, that curse of savage
and half-civilized life, strict propriety of demeanour was
maintained throughout, although there was no lack of
merriment, joke, and song. The scene was rendered
more striking and ‘characteristic of the wild life of these
remote woods, by the presence of some Indians who were

"2
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attracted from a neighbouring camp by the unusual sounds
of music and dancing.

Monkman started a few minutes before us on the fol-
lowing morning, and we had the advantage of the road
he made, which, however, was not much gain, as a good
track had already been formed between Lieech Lake and
Crow Wing. © After a fair day’s journey through magni-
ficent pine forests, both parties camped close” together,
about forty-four miles from our destination.

Cline began to pluck up his courage, which had re-
ceived a check when he found Monkman pushing on
until midnight in order to overtake us at Cass Lake. If
we had not been compelled to wait for the heavily laden
sledges we should have made much longer daily journeys,
and no doubt Monkman would have traveled more
rapidly. Fifty miles a day with light carioles and good
dogs, would: not have been out of the way. On the night
of the 12th we slept for the last time in the woods, and

~both travelers and half-breeds looked forward with some

anxiety to the race onthe morrow. Monkman and Cline
had agreed that both parties should start together in the
order in which they camped, and our fire was made about
one hundred yards’in advance of Monkman’s.

Wee rose at three and started at five; the thermometer
showed a few degrees below zero, but the air was still, and
the almost illimitable pine forest completely hushed, not
the slightest breath disturbing the tall and light tops of
the trees. We ran on in silence for half an hour, the
hungry dogs themselves appeared to be sensible that their
long journey was drawing to"a close, for scarcely a note
of encouragement or reproval was uttered by the half-
breeds. My cariole led the way, the others of my party
following close in the rear. Some forty minutes after we
had started, the dogs being thoroughly warm at their
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work, we heard a yelp far behind us. Cline whispered
to me, “Monkman’s passing them ;” and during each
succeeding five minutes yelp after yelp announced that
the other trains were being passed, until in little more
than an hour from our start I heard Monkman’s well-
known voice close behind nie. Without speaking a word
he and the cariole he was driving passed mine. A thrill
of excitement ran through me when I felt-the warm breath
of his powerful dogs beat upon my face, as the noble
creatures swifthy trotted past. Neither dogs nor men, nor
the muflled-up inmates of the carioles made any sign. One
after the other Mr. Seymour, Lord Cavendish, and Mr.
Ashley, flitted noiselessly by. Cline whispered again,
“They’ll make a good road, my dogs will not be far behind.”-

It is impossible to describe the feelings which this
rapid, silent, ghidinig through those vast pine forests in-
spired. Morning dawned slowly, but the gloom of the
forest seemed to grow more intense as I - occasionally
caught glimpses of the brightening sky above. The sun
rose without a cloud, gilding the tops of tall trees with an
indescribable lustre, beautifully. reflected by the snow
wherever the golden light penetrated. After a run of
twenty-six miles Cline’came up with Monkman a few
minutes after he had stopped for dinner. ~Mr. Dickinson
followed close behind me, and in another hour both
parties were together again. The next run was to bring
us to Crow Wing, between nineteen and twenty miles
distant. Starting in the order in which we arrived at
the camping ground, we hurried at a rapid gallop down
the Mississippi slope ; and here the race began in earnest.
The road was in excellent condition, the day bright and
cold, the dogs eager and hungry, and the men and tra-
velers in good condition and in excellent spirits.  After

H 3
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a splendid gallop of twenty miles we entered Crow Wing
in the following order and close together :—Lord Caven-
dish first, Mr. Seymour second, Mr. Hind third, Hon.
Mr. Ashley fourth, Mr. Dickinson fifth, Mr. Fleming sixth,
the rest nowhere.
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CHAP. XXVIIL

INDIAN WEALTH. — THE BUFFALO.— THE HORSE AND THE
DOG.

The Bison or Buffalo.—Its Value.—Two kinds of Buffalo reported to exist by
Half-breeds.—The Plain Buffalo and the Wood Buffalo.—The Lithuanian
Bison.—Characters of.—Former range of the Buffalo.—Modern Range
of —The Red River Bands.—The Saskatchewan Bands.—Wintering
Quarters of the nerth-western Bands of Buffalo.—Summer’. Ranges.—
Sysfgmatic Migration of.—Buffalo Hunt.—Census of Red River Half-
breed Hunt.—Blind Buffalo.—Crossing of Buffalo with domesticated
Cattle.—Character of mixed Breeds.—The Horse. —-Tratmng of Horses.
~—Docility of. —Illustrations.—Attachment of Indians to their Horses.—
Hopplings.—Smokes.—The Dog.—Its Uses.—The Midnight Howl.—Dog
Feasts.—Dogs at the Hudson’s Bay Posts.—Voracity of —Cross with the
‘Wolf.—Sacrifice of Dogs. '

‘THE flesh of the bison or buffalo either in the form of
« fresh meat,” « dried meat,” or “ pemmican ” has been the
main stay of the fur trade in Rupert’s Land for more
than three quarters of a century. Without the buffalo
it would have been impossible to. have supported the
large establishments on the Saskatchewan, or to have
made the long voyages from the Rocky Mountains to
Hudson’s Bay, much less to have carried on that vast
system of internal communication which employs up-
wards of two hundred boats, averaging four tons each,
and manned by more than one thousand two hundred
voyageurs.

It is, however, to the wandering and savage tribes of
the great prairies that the buffalo is all-important. This
. huge and unwieldy animal, together with the horse and the
) H4
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dog, occupy the same relation to Prairie Indians that do-
mesticated animals and the productions of the farm and
the forest bear to civilized races. -During the greater part
the year the Prairic Indians follow the buffalo, and not
only subsist upon its flesh, but from its skin and sinews
they make -their tents, clothing, saddles, bow-strings and

. dog <harness. The hide cut into strips serves them for

cordage, the sinews split into threads for twine. The
dried dung is often their only fuel for weeks together on
the treeless plains between the Assinniboine and the Grand
Coteau, and on the South Branch of the Saskatchewan.
Dried meat, pemmican, marrow, soft fat, sinews, dressed
skins and robes, all from the buffalo, form their articles
of commerce, in exchange for which they demand tea,
which is now becoming a most coveted luxury, tobacco,
powder and shot, and if possible, rum. It may truly be
said that they exist on the buffalo, and their knowledge
of the habits of this animal is consequently essential to
their preservation.

The existence of two kinds of buffalo is firmly believed
by many hunters at Red River; they are stated to be
the prairie buffalo and the buffalo of the woods. Many
old hunters with whom I have conversed on this subJect
aver that the so-called wood buffalo is a distinct species,

~ and although they are not able to offer scientific proofs,

yet the difference in size, colour, hair, and horns, are
enumerated as the evidence upon which they base their

-statement. Men from their youth familiar with these

animals in the Great Plains, and the varieties which are
frequently met with in large herds still cling to this
opinion. The buffalo of the plains are not always of the
dark and rich bright brown which forms their character-
istic colour. They are sometimes seen from white to
almost black, and a grey buffalo is not-at all uncommon.
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Buffalo emasculated by wolves, are often found in the

prairies, where they grow to an immense size; the skin

Sioux Dress and Mocassins..

of the buffalo ox is recognized by the shortness 6"ﬁhe wool
and by its large dimensions. The skin of the so-called
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wood buffalo, is much larger than that of the common
animal, the hair is' very short, mane or hair about the

neck, short and soft, and altogether déstitute of curl,

which is the common feature in the hair or wool of the

prairie animal. - Two skins of the so-called wood buffalo, -

which I saw at Selkirk Settlement, bore a very close re-
semblance to the skin of the Lithuanian bison, judging
from the @pecnnens of that species which I have since had
an opportutiity of seemg' in the British Museum.

The wood buffalo is stated to be very scarce, and only
found north of the Saskatchewan, and on the flanks of the
Rocky Mountains. It never ventures into the open plains;
the prairie buffalo, on the contrary, generally avoids
the woods in summer and keeps to the open country ;
but in winter they are frequently found in the woods of
the Little Souris, the Saskatchewan, the Touchwood Hills,
and the aspen groves on the Qu’appelle. There is no
doubt that formerly the prairie buffalo ranged through
open woods almost as much as he now does through the

q

prairies.

Great Slave Lake is the northern limit of the buffalo,
and the country between that large body of water and
the Saskatchewan is partially wooded. The buffalo are
now found in considerable numbers on the east flank of
the Rocky Mountains. The former limits of the wan-
derings of these animals are carefully recorded in the
narrative of Major Long’s Expedition to the sources of
the St. Peter’s River. It appears that the buffalo was
formerly found throughout the whole territory of the
United States, with the exception of that part which lies
east of Hudson’s River and Lake Champlain, and of narrow

" strips of coast on the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico.

These were swampy, and had probably low thick woods.
That it did not.exist—on the Atlantic coast is rendered
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robable from the circumstance that all the early writers
whom Mr. Colhoun the astronomer to Major Long’s Ex-
pedition consulted on the subject, do not mention the
buffalo as existing there, but further back. There can be
no doubt that the animal approached the Gulf of Mexico,
near the Bay of St. Bernard, for Alvar Nunez, abqh‘f the
year 1535, saw them not far from the coast, and Jontel,
one hundred and fifty years afterwards, saw them at the
Bay of St. Bernard. It is probable thaj this bay is the
lowest point of latitude at which this animal has be
found east of the Rocky Mountains.

Its existence on the west side of the Rocky Mountains
is well ascertained, although it was not seen by the early
explorers of that region .

At present it is scarcely seen east of the Mississippi,
and south of the St. Lawrence. Governor Cass’s party
found, in 1819, buffaloes on the east side of the Missis-
sippi, above the falls of St. Anthony. Every year this
animal’s rovings are restricted. In 1822, the limit of its
wanderings down the St. Peter was Great Swan Lake.*

The ranges of the buffalo in the north-western prairies
are still maintained with great exactness, and old hunters,
if the plains have not been burnt, can generally tell the
direction in which herds will be found at certain seasons
of the year. If the plains have been extensively burnt
in the autumn, the search for the main herds during the
following spring must depend on the course the fires have
taken.

Red River hunters recognize two grand divisions of
buffalo, those ‘of the Grand Coteau and Red River, and
those of the Saskatchewan. Other ranges of immense
herds exist beyond the Missouri towards the south, as far
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* Major Long’s Expedition to the Sources of the St. Peter’s River.
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as Texas and Mexico. The north-western buffalo ranges i
are as follow. - The bands belonging to the Red River Range T
winter on the Little Souris, and south-easterly towards a
and beyond Devil’s Lake, and thence on to Red River a
and the Shayenne. Here too, they are found in .the tk
spring. Their course then lies west towards the Grand ca
Coteau de Missouri, until the month of June, when they nc
turn north, and revisit the Little Souris from the west, th
winding round the west flank of Turtle Mountain to Devil’s ka
Lake, and by the main river (Red River), to the Shay- fla
- enne again. In the memory of many Red River hunters, bel
_ the buﬂ'alo were accustomed to visit the prairies of the an(
Assinniboine as far north as Lake Manitobah, Where in Jul
fact their skulls and bones are now to be seen ; their tof
skulls are also seen on the east side of the Red River of Riv
the snorth, in Minnesota, but the living animal is very qua
rarely to be met with. © A few years ago they were _ sout
accustomed to pass on the east side of Turtle Mountain vast
through the Blue Hills of the Souris, but of late years Mou
their wanderings in this direction have ceased ; experi- met
ence teaching them that their enemies, the half-breeds, Ellic
h . - have approached too near their haunts in that direction. the 1
Fiee ’ The country about the west side of Turtle Mountain katcl
Lo : in June 1858 was scored with their tracks at one of the and s
R crossing places on the Little Souris, as if deep parallel main
. ruts had been artificially cut down the hill-sides. These in aut
‘ruts, often one foot deep and sixteen inches broad, ﬂwould‘ fires
__—eonverge from the prairie for many miles to a favourite are nc
crossing or drinking-place; and they are often seen in from ¢,
N regions in which the buffalo is no longer a visitor. | by larg
The great western herds winter between the south and from t
the north branches of the Saskatchewan, south of the _march
¥ Touchwood Hills, and beyond the north Saskatchewan from tf
merous

~ in the valley of the Athabaska ; they cross the South Branch
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in June and July, visit the prairies on the south side of the
Touchwood Hill range, and cross the Qu'appelle valley
anywhere between the Elbow of the South Branch and
a few miles west of Fort Ellice on the Assinniboine. They
then stmkjé for the Grand Coteau de Missouri, and their
castern flank often approaches the Red River herds coming
north from the Grand Coteau. They then proceed across
the Missouri up the Yellow Stone, and return to the Sas-
katchewan and Athabaska as winter approaches, by the
flanks of the Rocky Mountains. We saw many small herds,
belonging to the western bands, cross the Qu’appelle valley,
and proceed in single file towards the Grand Coteau in
July 1858. The eastern bands, which we had expected
to find on the Little Souris, were on the main river (Red
River is. so termed by the half-breeds hunting in this
quarter). They had proceeded early thither, far to the
south of their usual track, in consequence of the de-

vastating fires which swept the plains from the Rocky

Mountains to Red River in the autumn of 1857. We
met bulls all moving south, when approaching Fort
Ellice ; they had come from their winter quarters near
the Touchwood Hill range As a general rule the Sas-
katchewan, bands of buffalo go north during the autumn,

and south during the summer. The Little Souris and
main river bands, go north-west in summer and south-east
in autumn. It is almost needless to remark again that
fires interfere with this systematic migration, but there
are no other impediments which will divert the buffalo
from their course. The half-breeds state that no slaughter
by large parties of hunters or Indians can turn large herds
from the general direction they have taken when on the
march ; want of food is alone able to make them deviate

from the course they have taken. The approach of nu-

merous herds can be recognised by a low .rumbling sound
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they occasion, if the weather be calm, fully twenty miles
before they arrive, this warning is best perceived by ap-
plying the ear to a badger hole. During the rutting
season they can be heard bellowing for a great distance
on a still night. 'When we arrived at the Sandy Hills on

the South Branch, the Crees, on being asked if the buffalo -

were numerous near at hand, answered, “ listen to-night
and you will hear them.”

The summer and fall buffalo hunts are the grand
events of the year to the Red River settlers, in fact the

- chief dependence for a livelihood of the greater part of

the population. The start is usually made from the
settlements about the 15th of June for the summer hunt,
the hunters remaining in the prairie until the 20th August
or Ist of September. One division (the White Horse
Plain) goes by the Assinniboine River to the “rapids cross-
ing place,” and then proceed in a south-westerly difection.
The other, or Red River division, pass on to Pembina, and
«then take a southerly direction. The two divisions;some-
times meet, but not intentionally. Mr. Flett in 1849
took a census of the White Horse Plain division near the
Chiefs’ Mountain, not far from the Shayenne River, Daco-
tah Territory, and enumerated 603 carts, 700 half-breeds,
200 Indians, 600 horses, 200 oxen, 400 dogs and one cat.
Mr. Ross * gives the following census of the number of
carts assembled in camp for the buffalo hunt at five dif-
ferent periods :—-

In 1820. Number of carts assembled for the first trip 540

In 1825 ” ” ” 630
In 1830 ” ” » 820
In 1835 ” . ” 970
In1840 - ” ” » 1210

* The Red River Settlement, its rise, progress, and present state. London.
1856. .
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THE BUFFALO HUNTERS IN THE FIELD. 11

After the start from the settlement has been well made,
and all stragglers or tardy hunters have arrived, a great
council is held, and a president elected. A number of
captains are nominated by the president and people
jointly. The captains theh proceed to appoint their own
policemen, the number assigned to each not exceeding
ten. Their duty is to see that the laws of the hunt are
strictly carried out. In 1849, if a man ran a buffalo
without permission before thé\general hunt began, his
saddle and bridle were cut to pieces;or the first offence ;
for the second offence of the same desgription his clothes
were cut off his back. At the present’day these punish-
ments are changed to a fine of twenty shillings for the
first offence. No gun is permitted to be fired when in
the buffalo country before the “race” begins. A priest
sometimes goes with the hunt, and mass is then celebrated
in the open prairies. At night the carts are placed in
the form of a circle with the horses and cattle inside the
ring, and it is the duty of the captains and their police--
men to see that this is rightly done. All laws are pro-
claimed in camp, and relate to the hunt alone. ~All camp-
ing orders are given by signal, a flag being carried by
the guides, who are appointed by election. Fach guide
has his turn of one day, and no man can pass a guide on
duty without subjecting himself to a fine of five shillings.-
No hunter can leave the camp to return home without
permission, and no one is permitted to stir until any ani-
mal or property of value, supposed to be lost, is recovered.
The policemen, at the order of the captains, can seize any
cart at night-fall and place it where they choose for the
public safety, but on the following morning they are com-
pelled to bring it back to the spot from which they
moved it the evening previous. This power is very ne-
cessary in order that the horses may not be stampeded
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by night attacks of the Sioux or other Indian tribes at
war with the half-breeds. A heavy fine is imposed in
case of neglect in extinguishing fires when the camp is
bfoken up in the morning. In sight of buffalo, all the

hunters are drawn up in line, the president, captains, and '
police being a few yards in advance, restraining the im-

* patient hunters. Not yet, not yet, is the subdued

whisper of the president; the approach to the herd is
cautiously made. Now! the president exclaims, and as
the word leaves his lips the charge is made, and in a few

~minutes the excited half-breeds are among the bewildered

buffalo.

Blind buffalo are frequently found accompanying herds,
and sometimes they'are met with alone. Their eyes have
been destroyed by prairie fires ; but their quickened sense
of hearing and smell, and their increased alertness enable
them to guard against danger, and makes it more difficult
to approach them in quiet weather than those possessing
sight. The hunters think that blind buffalo frequently
give the alarm when they are stealthily approaching a
herd in an undulating country. When galloping over
stony ground blind buﬁ"alo frequently fall, but when quietly
feeding they avoid the stones and boulders with wonder-
ful skill. The domestication of the buffalo is a subject of
much interest to the future population of Red River, and
the following information on that subject may be im-
plicitly relied on.

o Humboldt* says that Albert Gallatin, who, before he
appeared in Europe as a distinguished diplomatist, had
obtained by personal inspection great knowledge of the
uncultivated part of the United States, assures us that
“ the mixed breed was quite common fifty years ago in
some of the north-western counties of Virginia ; and the

* Aspects of Nature.
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cows, the issue of that mixture, propagated like all others.”
«The favourite food of the buffalo is Tripsacum dacty-
loides (buffalo grass) and an undescribed species,of clover
nearly allied to ZTrifolium repens, and designated by
Barton as Trifolium bisonicum. According to the state-
ment of Gomara, there was still living in the north-west
of Mexico, in latitude 40°, an Indian tribe whose prin-
cipal riches consisted in herds of tame bisons or buffalo.
But notwithstanding the possibility of taming the bison,
notwithstanding the quantity of milk it yields, and not-
withstanding the herds of lamas in the Cordilleras of
Peru, no pastoral life or pastoral people were found when
America was discovered, and there is no historical evi-
dence of this intermediate stage in the life of nations
ever having existed there.”
_ In a description of domesticated herds of buffalo, and
~“the results of crossing with the common cow, from the
Patent Office Reports, it is stated that the mixed breeds
are of various colours; striped with black on a grey
ground, like the zebra ; some others brindled red ; some
pure red, with white faces: and others red, without any
markings of white. The mixed bloods have not only
produced from the tame and buffalo bull, but it is known
that the half-bloods reproduce, viz. those that were the’
product of the common cow and wild buffalo bull. At
the first settlement of the country, cows that were con-
sidered the best for milking were the half-blood down to
the quarter, and even eighth, of the buffalo blood. But
the writer’s experiments have not satisfied him that the
half buffalo bull will produce again. That the half-breed
heifer will be productive from either race, he has tested
beyond the possibility of doubt.

“The domesticated buffalo retains the same haughty
bearing that distinguishes him in his natural state. He

YOL. II. I
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will, however, feed or fatten on whatever suits the tame
cow, and requires about the same amount of food. I
have never milked. either the full-blood or mixed breed,
but have no doubt they might be made good milkers,
although their bags or udders are less than those of the
common cow ; yet, from the strength of the calf, the
dam must yield as much, or even more milk; than the
common cow.”¥*

Next to the buffalo the horse is the mainstay of the
prairie Indians. Good horses are not very common
among the Crees; they are, however, very intelligent and
‘well trained. A good buffalo runner is invaluable to
them, for although it does not require a fast horse to
catch a bull, the cows, possessing greater speed, often out-
strip them. A good Indian horse possesses some excellent
characteristics, the result of training, which it may be
interesting to enumerate, for_the purpose ‘of exhibiting
- how admirably this animal se;'ves his rude and savage
masters. When galloping after a buffalo, an Indian horse*
watches the animal as intently as his rider, always -
swerving when he observes the buffalo’s tail begin to
vibrate, and breaking into short gallop at his utmost
speed when he sees the tail erect, a sure iridication of an
immediate charge. The rider may with safety entrust
himself to his horse if mounted on a trained buffalo run-
ner; he will be carried within three yards of the flanks
of the animal, and safely withdrawn when danger is
threatened. If the horse stumbles and throws his rider,
the sagacious aninial stops instantly and waits for him to
mount again. A happy instance happened to myself
when riding a fiery grey mare an Ojibway Indian
lent me to gallop from his tent to Manitobah House,
a distance of ten miles. “She is my favourite buffalo

* U. S. Patent Office Report.
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runner, said the Indian, and will not need the thong.”
She ran away with me, however, as soon as we reached
a grassy opening about a mile across, and in the midst of
her gallop the belly band broke, and the little Indian
saddle slipping round, I was thrown at once on the soft
turf. The mare stopped immediately, turned round and
stood by my side, waiting until I had risen and adjusted
the saddle. As soon as I mounted she started off again,
as-if my sudden and unexpected descent had been inten-
tional. - At another time, when driving a small cariole
over the frozen -waters of Red River, the horse, an Indian
one, not being roughshod, slipped and fell, but without
an effort to rise remained perfectly quiet until I had
loosened the harness, when he'scrambled up, gained a
rough portion of ice, and quietly waited to be harnessed
afresh. )

Indian horses are excellent’ watchers by night; “our
half-breeds were accustomed to note with care the aspect
of the horses before retiring to rest; if they showed the
least signs of uneasiness, such as staring about them in-
stead of feeding quietly, or, when feeding with the “bite ”
in their mouth, stopping to listen, or snuffing the air, or
approaching the fires when the flies where not trouble-
some, they would look for the cause and sometimes set
. watchers. When during the night, however dark, the
horses suddenly approached the carts, the half-breeds
would go to them, caress them, and watch the direction
in which they fed or looked, knowing that their heads
would be turned towards the danger, whether of Indians,
or bears, or wolves.

One more instance will suffice to show the docility and
training of Indian horses. I was riding a small horse
which we had procured from the Crees on the Quappelle,
in company with a Blackfoot half-breed, some distance
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before the carts, in the valley of Long Creek.* As we
ascénded a low hill we saw a bear 250 yards before us.
My companion could speak but few words of English, so
with signs he motioned me to dismount, and, having
satisfied himself that the horses saw the bear, he led them
a few yards aside behind a clump of willows, and tying
their bridles together he patted them on the neck and
pointed to the bear, caressed them again, and afterwards
motioned me to follow him. -The horses, with pricked
ears, followed with their eyes every movement of the
bear now slowly moving from us, but occasionally stopping
to crop the twigs of willow. We crawled to leeward,
and got within seventy yards of the bear, he then per-
ceived us, I fired and sent a ball through his lungs. © We
waited to see if he would rise again, but finding that he
lay struggling on his back, we approached and despatched
him. On looking round for the horses they were seen
standing in the same place -intently watching us. My
companion called them, they came slowly up and stopped
within forty yards, eyeing the bear all the time. Finding
that we approached it and handled it, they began to feed,
evidently being satisfied that it was harmless.

Prairie Indians become very much attached to their
horses, if they succeed in getting possession of a valuable
animal. They often keep him in a tent when in the
neighbourhood of an enemy’s country or among noted
thieves of their own tribe. During the daytime, when
the camp is well supphed with meat and the buffalo are
near, they tether him in the  prairie, and indolently
stretching themselves at full length on the grass, patiently
watch him feed, removing the stake to a fresh spot as
soon as he has cropped the best portion of the area
limited by his tether. At night, when it was not thought
necessary to tether our horses, we always hoppled them,

* Long Creek flows into the Main Saskatchewan, near Fort a la Corne.
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that is tied their fore-feet together with dressed buffalo
hide. Iron hopplings are in great request among half-
breeds on their hunting expeditions. They can then
more safely allow their horses to feed some distance from
the camp, but instances have been known of Indians who
have succeeded in approaching and catching a horse
furnished with. iron hopplings, in revenge for their disap-
pomtment at not being able to gallop away with their
prize, sending an arrow through the animal or ‘otherwise
seriously injuring him. During the fly season, smokes
are made every night for the horses, and if this precaution
is neglected they will remind their masters of their want
of care by surrounding the camp fire and standing with
their heads in the smoke. It is this habit of crowding
round the smoke of a fire to avoid the torment of flies
which makes Indian horses so difficult to drive from a
prairie on fire. Many are burned every year on account
of their being unable to comprehend the danger which
threatens them. The buffalo are more wary, the smell of

. fire is often sufficient to drive "them from pastures where
" they have been quietly feeding.

Next to the horse, the dog' is the Prairie Indian’s most
valuable friend. The dog is the great stand-by of the
squaws, who have to attend to all the duties of the camp,
the men employing themselves solely in hunting and fight-
ing. The dogs drag on poles the camp furniture, the
provisions, the little children, and all the valuables of the
family, It is a very amusing sight to witness several
hundred dogs solemnly. engaged in moving a large camp.
They look wistfully at passers-by, and take advantage of
the least want of attention on the part of their mistresses
to lie down, or snarl and snap at their companions in the
work. They nevertheless obey the word of command
with aldcrity and willingness if not fatigued.

13
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The midnight howl of three or four hundred dogs is
an awful and appalling sound. It rises suddenly from a
low prolonged whine to a deep melancholy howl, caught
up again and again to the distraction of tired travelers
anxious to take rest in sleep. When any great event
takes place, a dog feast is proclaimed, and it is sufficiently
disgusting to see the men handle and feel the unfortunate
animals as if they were sheep, with a view to select the
fattest, so powerful are early habits and associations in
directing our feelings and tastes. Although some of the
Indian dogs we saw among the Crees of the Sandy Hills
are large and ferocious looking aninmals, we never found
them vicious or inclined-to attack us; they were always
deterred from—approaching by the sight of a stick or a
feint-at picking up a stone.

Although I made many inquiries, the Indians could .

give no information respecting the occurrence of hydro-
phobia among their dogs, and the same obsegvation, as
far as I could discover, applies to the dogs so numerous
at Red River, and at the different Posts of the Hudson’s

Bay Company. Large numbers of dogs are kept at'the -

Company’s Posts to haul sledges during winter ; in summer
time they are fed on fish_ at fishing stations; in the
prairie they feed upon the offal of buffalo. Dogs will go
for a week without food, and yet get into condition for
traveling, if well fed, in a fortnight or eighteen days.
At Manitobah House I saw them devour large pike alive,
which were thrown to them as they were taken from the
nets. Indian dogs are terrible thieves, especially those
originating from a cross with the wolf. It was neceszary
to place out of reach or under cover every article bearing
the least resemblance to leather when we were among
the Crees. A careless half-breed would wake in the
morning and find his harness eaten, or his whip devoured ;
and 1t sometimes happened that the long tether of buffalo
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hide would be found partly consumed by dogs if their
appetite had not been lately appeased. The wolves have T
#this trick also when food is scarce, especially when the .
tether is allowed to trail loosely from the horse’s |neck
without being attached to a stake, thus leaving| him
at liberty to wander some distance from the cdmp-during
the night. The intelligence—ofdogs when traveling

Sioux Knife Sheath.

during the winter is astonishing, several curious instances
occurred during our homeward journey, which will bé
found in the narrative of the winter journey to Crow
With Crees, Ojibways, Swampys, and Sioux, the dog is  \ /
supposed to be the most acceptable sacrifice to offended -
deities, five dogs being the common number for a propi- !
tiatory offering. ) - !

’
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R N ‘ Indian Antiquities.—Result of the Fur Trade.—Ojibways Invaders of the
C Prairies.—Scalp Dance.—Wood Indians.—Occupations of Indiang.—Indian
Pasi- Cruelty.—Mis-tick-oos, Chief of the Crees of the Sandy Hills.—-l\The Fox.
L ; A — Treatment of Prisoners. — Medicine Ceremonies. — Happy Hunting
bl Ty . ’ Grounds.—Indian “ Medicine ” Men and ¢ Medicines.”—Influence of Con-
‘! A A jurors.—Manitou Dwellings.—Manitobah Island.—The Rev. Mr. Cowley.
I —Sacrifices.—Character of Indians.—Mis-tick-oos’ best Wife.—Mis-tick- =
N L oos’ Son’s Wife.—Decorating the Skin.—Indian Pipes.—Ta-wa-pit’s Pipe.
T ; —Pipes peculiarto Tribes.—Salutations among Indians.—Indians in the -
N Prairie.—Impounding the Buffalo.—In Sickness.—Idea of Lightnirg. -
: INDIAN antiquities are rarely found in the valley of the 13_
E Saskatchewan south of the North Branch. The customs -
: of wandering tribes inhabiting a prairie country are
generally opposed to the rude arts which exist among
i f barbarous races preserving a fixed abode. Not even at wer
it the fishing stations on the lakes and rivers, where different vess
R ) tribes have congregated at certain seasons of the year, 0
o probably for centuries, do we find any lasting memorials. " upw
P of individual handicraft or combined labour. seen
e ; ' Antiquities to be ascribed to different races-than those The
* which now occupy the country exist here and there. Such of tt
= are the underground houses on Rainy River, the Mandan often
BT ,. houses with their intrenchments on the Little Souris ; but freq.
T ’ / with these exceptions no other ancient monuments were Lake
/ seen during the explorations. ' - Winte
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The rings of stones marking the site of Cree encamp-

"ments on the Qu'appelle are of comparatively modern

date, and belong doubtless to the ancestors of the present
races now in possession of the country.

Rude pottery and arrow heads have been found at Red
River settlements, about two feet below the surface of
the soil. The fragments resemble those common in many
parts of Canada, and from their numbers lead to the in-
ference that at a remote period the banks of this stream

Indian Hunters’ Tents in the rear of Fort Garry.

were peopled by races familiar with the art of making
vessels from clay.

One result of the active pursuit of the fur trade for
" upwards of a century in the valley of the Saskatchewan, is
seen in the blending of the different tribes by intermarriage.
The Crees of the Plains and the Ojibways and Swampys
of the Woods, although speaking different languages, are
often found hunting the buffalo in company, and not un-
frequently form family connections. The Ojibways of
Lake Winnipeg may now be discovered, summer and
winter, near the Grand Forks of the Saskatchewan,

a
r




122 'ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

havmg emlo'rabed 400 miles west of Red River, where
they have permanently established themselves. All the
Ojibways now found west of the Lake of the Woods,
and the- east coast of Lake Winnipeg are invaders
of the country. The real home of the Ojibway is the
region about the south, west, and north of Lake Superior ;
the habits of life of the emigrants or invaders have been
adapted to the character of the country they now occupy,
and being no longer dependent upon the forest for food and
clothing, many of them, on the banks of the Assinniboine,
Red River, Lake Manitobah, and Dauphm Lake, possess
horses, and join the half-breeds in their annual spring and
fall hunts. Notwithstanding this intercourse and blending
- of different nations, most of the superstitions ‘and customs/
pecuhar to each are still mamtamed afnd practised. /

Nearly one hundred years ago /1770),W Hiitchins,
of the Hudson’s Bay Company service, framed an
enumeratlon of the tribes between Lake Winnipeg, and
within one h)andred miles of James’s Bay, speaking the
Ojibway’ tongue The tribes enumerated have evidently
derived their names in conformity with long established
usage; from their hunting and fishing stations.

It is often asked Whether the thrilling descnptlons of
savage Iife in Coopers delightful romances are imaginary
or real; and if real, whether they exist now among the
tribes which have long been familiar with civilized man,
such as the Plain Crees, the Sioux, the Swampys, and the
Ojibways. It is enough to visit the secluded Ojibway
graves on the banks of Red River, and contemplate Sioux
scalps decorated with beads, bits of cloth, coloured rib-
bons, and strips of leather, suspended at the extremity of
a long slender stick near the head of the grave, to feel
satisfied that one barbarous custom still prevails.- But to
be an eyewitness of a scalp dance, or a skull dance, is
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more than sufficient to press home the conviction that the
fiendish passions so faithfully described by Cooper, still
find expressmn in violent gesture, loud vociferation,
mumphant song and barbarous feasting, with undiminished
strengt,h and bitterness, even after a century’s intercourse °
with éivilized man. . :

" Some of the incidents narrated in the following pages

will show how far old superstitions and customs prevail

among the Indians occupying the country between Red
River and the South Branch of the Saskatchewan.

Early in the spring of 1858 the warlike bands of
QOjibways called the Lac la Pluie Indians, were thrown
into a state of savage excitement by the arrival of mes-
sengers from their friends on Red River, with tidings that
two Sidux had been killed and scalped in the Plains. In
testimony of this triumph, they brought with them two
fingers severed from the hands of the unfortunate Sioux.
The announcement of the intelligence that the scalps
would be sent, after their Red River brethren had cele-
brated war dances over them, was received with wild
clamour and shouting.  After the scalps had been carried
from hand to hand and the victory that won them
triumphed over with dancing, singing, and feasting, they

* would be returned to the warriors who took them, and
finally suspended over the graves of relatives or friends
mourning the loss of any of their kindred by the hands
of the Sioux. )

The Crees, Ojibways, and Swampys, belonging to the
great body of Wood Indians, assemble in the spring of
the year to celebrate their medicitie feasts and other cere-
monies, which are generally determined by the arrival of
migratory birds, or the time when the sturgeon begin to

\Qscend the rivers. The day on which the annual goose
dance takes place is regularly entered in the journals of
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Fort & la Corne’and other Posts of the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany. In the woods on the main Saskatchewan behind
Fort & la Corne, as well as in several places on the banks
of the Little Saskatchewan, Winnipego-sis, and Dauphin
Lakes, we found the carved and painted posts which are
made to play an important part in these observances.
(Vol. L p. 402.) '

During the summer they separate into families or small

Sioux Scalp from the Graves at Red River.

bands, and hunt, fish, or go to the Plains in search of
buffalo. At the approach of winter, they “ take debt”

or otherwise obtain supplies at the different Posts of the °

Company, and retire to their winter quarters to trap the
fur-bearing animals. The Plain or Prairie Indians follow
the buffalo, and vary the monotony of their existence by
forming war parties against their enemies, such as the

-
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Plain Crees againstv the Sioux and the Blackfeet, the Ojib-
ways against the Sioux, and Assinniboines.

In August 1858, when camped near the Elbow of the
South Branch of the Saskatchewan, we found the Plain
Crees hastening from the west to the east bank of the river,
with a strong war party of Blackfeet in pursuit. Scouts
were posted on some of the outlying sand hills on the
Qu'appelle west of Sand Hill Lake, where a large party of
Crees, under the direction of their chief, Mis-tick-oos*,
were impounding buffalo. Both by day and night a
strict watch was kept in order to guard against a surprise.
Mis-tick-oos pointed out some of his band who had
penetrated through the Blackfeet country to the Rocky
Mountains two years ago, and returned with several
scalps, grizzly | bear-claw necklaces, pipes, and other
trophies of suceess. He also related with much feeling
how twenty-ﬁve young warriors had gone on a similar
excursion during the summer of 1856, but none had yet
returned.

About a month before we arrived at the Sandy Hills
on the Qu’appelle, a large body of the Plain Crees met a
portion of the Blackfeet tribe at the Eagle Hills, on the
North Branch of the Saskatchewan, to arrange terms of
peace. All matters went on smoothly, and the represen-
tatives of the two nations separated as friends. Some of
the Crees, however, incapable of resisting the opportunity,
stole some horses from the Blackfeet. They were pur-
sued, and three of them taken. One was killed instantly,
the others were led back in triumph to the camp of the
Blackfeet ; they were stripped, their hands were tied
behind their backs, a hole was bored through both wrists
and a stick passed through them and so tightly fastened

* Shortstick, or ¢the little tree.”
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that it could not be removed without assistance; the
captives were then separated and dismissed singly to find
their way to their friends. One only reached his tribe,
and was lying in a tent not far from the spot where we
were encamped. - ,-

Mis-tick-oos, when relating Ihese adventures, raised
the pipe he held in his hand and exclaimed, “ This is
what my Blackfoot friend gave me one day, the next he
killed my young men; he is now my enemy again.”
I expressed a wish to purchase the pipe; the chief’s
reply was « Take it,” handing it to me with a gloomy
frown, and silently extending his hand for the Wapekan-
cuspwigan, or clay pipe, which I was smoking at the
time.

The great chief of the Plain Crees is styled the Fox;”
he is’held in high estimation by all the Plain Indians with
wwhom he comes in contact, either in peace or war. He
is dreaded by the Sioux, the Blackfeet, the Bloodies, the
Fall Indians, the Assinniboines, and the tribes who oc-
casionally hunt on the Grand Coteau de Missouri and
the South Branch of the Sackatchewan.

The barbarods and cruel treatment of prisoners so
often described in narratives of Indian warfare, is common
even now in the prairies| south of the Quappelle and the
Assinniboine.  On that part of Red River Whlch lies
in the State of Minnesgta, Indian warfare, with® all its
norrors, is constantly carried on between the Ojibways
and Sioux.

Not a year passes without the loss of several Red
River half-breeds by the scalping knife of the Sioux;
and, as was the case in the autumn of 1858, quite close
to the settlement of St. Joseph, near the boundary
line, about thirty miles west of Red River. When a
prisoner is taken, the Sioux sometimes adopt a terrible
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CONJURING. OR “ MEDICINE ” CEREMONIES. 127

mode of death during the summer season. They have
heen known to strip a half-breed, tie him to a stake on
the borders of a marsh in the prairie, and leave him ex-
posed to the attacks of millions of mosquitoes, without .
being able to move any part of his body. When the
agony of fever and the torment of thirst come upon him,
they leave him to die a dreadful, lingering death with
water at his feet, and buzzards hovering and circling
around him in greedy expectation.

By way of illustrating the character of the medicine or
conjuring ceremonies which may be witnessed during all
seasons of the year when several families are encamped
together, I shall describe a scene of which I was an eye-
witness near the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Post at the
" Touchwood Hills. The conversation was carried on in
Cree, but, I believe, faithfully mterpreted to me by the
officer thenin charge of the Post, who was present during
the incantations. The interpretation was pronounced
exact by ome- oftthe Cree half-breeds attached to my

arty.

P At the time of my arrival at thls Post, a conjuror of
some celebnty was endeavourmg to cure a sickly woman
by the exercise of his cunning. The unfortunate invalid
was lying in a buffalo skin tent, While the conjuror, painted
and decorated, and wearing his medicine bag, employed
himself in beating a drum within a few feet of her, and
singing at intervals the following words, first uttered
slowly, with a pause between each word, then as in or-
dinary conversation, lastly, with energy and rapidity :—

* ¢ Great—is—the—man—who—walks—,"
. In—the—middle—of—the—earth —

/ _ * He—is—the—only—true—Lord.”
The word <« Lord” is not employed in the sense of
supreme master, but is rather intended to convey an idea
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-of independence and individual power, and is better ex-
pressed in Wbé half-breeds informed me, by the
word “gentleman.” .,

The conjuror occasionally came out of the tent, and
whenever the. supposed Manitou or Fairy who was the
alleged cause of the woman’s illness approached, a little
bell suspended from the poles supporting the tent tinkled,
and gave the alarm ; the conjuror 1mmed1ately se'lzed his

Cree Medicine Bag.

drum, commenced his song, and by his incantations,
succeeded in pacifying the Manitou. These proceedings
continued for two nights; at the close of the second
night, -after a prolonged ringing of the little bell, violent
shaking of the tent-poles, loud beating of the drum, and
chanting of the words before quoted, the conjuror an-
nounced that he had discovered the reasons of the Mani-
tou’s anger, and the means to appease it. ‘
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CURING A SICKE WOMAN. . C 129

You had a dream, said the conjuror, and when you
rose in the morning you promised to make an offering to
the Manitou; you have forgotten your pledge,’and you
are suﬁ'enng in consequence. of -yotit neglect. N

_she- proszed a.vowmg her ignorance of both dream and
promise. The conjuror told her that. when the buffalo .
were around her tent last winter and no fear of starvation
before her eyes, she had dreamed that the buffalo would
always surround her, that famine and sorrow were always
to be strangers-to her, and, in gratitude, had vowed to
make a sacrifice of her best robe. The woman, wearied
no. doubt with the conjuror’s unceasing drun and song,
probably, too, believing that a false confession was the.
lesser evil, as it might bring the promised relief, acknow-
~ ledged that the conjuror was in the right. The penalt
she was told to pay consisted of the sacrifice of « throwing
away ” two robes, or double the amount of the promise
she had made ; after which her health was to be restored.

Scenes similar to the one just described may be wit-
nessed whenever several families are camping together ;
but the sacrifices required to be made depend upon the
ability of the deluded creatures to satisfy the demands of
‘the conjuror.

“The happy hunting-grounds,” the heaven of In-
- dians, so often spoken of by writers of fiction, are an
actual reality in the imagination of Crees and Ojibways,
as well as of other north-western tribes. A Plajn Cree .
on the Qu'appelle gravely informed one of my nien, that
‘he had onee been dead and visited the spirit wofld. His
narrative was to the following effect :—“ I waé sick and
fell asleep. I awoke on the bank of a deep yiver, whose
waters were flowing swiftly and black fromya great mist

on the south to a great mist on the north. Many other
YOL IL ~ - . ° K '
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Indians sat on the banks of the river gazing at its waters,
and onithe gloomy shore which lay wrapped in mist on
the other side." , Time after time the mist before us would
roll away and reveal the mouth of another great river
pourmg its flood into the one on whose banks I was
sitting.  The -country to the south of this river was
bmght and glorious, to the north, dark and gloomy On
the one side were the happy hunting-grounds, on the
other the hunting-grounds of bad Indians. Time after

time my companions tried to cross the swift stream before

us, in order to reach the happy hunting-grounds ; some
- arrived in safety; others reached the north bank, and
disappeared in the mist which overhung the bad country.
I tried at last, but the current-was too strong for me, the
recollection of bad deeds prevented me from stemming
the current, and I was swept on to the north shore of the
opposite river. I scrambled up the bank, and spent
many moons in hunting in that dreary land ; always on
the point of starving, or being hurt by enemies, or wet

and cold and miserable. At Iength I came upon a river -

like the one I had crossed, with mists and the mouth of a
great stream opposite to me ; breaking clouds soon re-
vealed happy hunting-grounds on one side, and a more
gloomy and#errible country on the other. Many Indians
were there before me, looking at the river and trying to
cross; some succeeded, but a few were swept to the bad
country, these were very wicked Indians. I tried to
cross. I knew I had been a good Indian in this dreary
hunting-ground. I took courage, and swam strong against
the stream. I reached the happy hunting-grounds; all
. my sorrow disappeared as I climbed to the top of the
bank and saw before me Indians numerous as grass leaves,
buffalo on the distant plains thick as raindrops in sum-
" mer, a cloudless sky above, and a warm, fresh, scented,

-
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happy breeze blowing in my face. I sank to sleep, and .'<
woke alone in my tent in these prairies again.”
Whatever faith the Indian medicine men possess in the
efficacy of their charms, it is certain that they entertain
great respect for the white man’s medicine. A laughable
incident occurred at.the Touchwood Hills. The conjuror,
of whom mention has just been made, entered a room
at this Post where I was sitting with Mr. and Mrs. H,,
who were temporarily in charge. The Indian and a
companion seated themselves upon one of my boxes
which contained a small medicine chest. Mrs. H. asked
me to give her some sticking plaster. I crossed the room
to open the medicine chest, when Mrs. H. (a half-breed)
said to her husband, in the Cree language: “ Will his
medicines do-me any harm if T stop here while he opens
them?” Mr. H. answered jestingly, * Yes, you had
better go into "the other room.”- On motioning the
Indians to move, they rose, and I opened the chest. The
moment they saw the bottlés, they hurried out of the
. Toom, hastened to the summit of a neighbouring  hill,
and, divesting themselves of every article of clothing,
shook their garments repeatedly, and after hanging them
on bushes in the sun, squatted on their haunches to await
the deodorizing influence of the breeze.
" In the valley of the Qu’appelle River, we frequently -
found offerings to Manitou or Fairies suspended on
branches of trees ; they consisted of fragments of cloth,
strings of ‘beads, ‘shreds of painted buffalo hide, bears’
teeth and claws, and other trifles. OQur half-breeds
always regarded them with respect, and never molested
or liked to see us molest these offerings to Manitou.
This custom prevails everywhere in the valley of Lake
Winnipeg, and on the banks of the settled parts of Red
K 2
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132 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

River, where the medicine drum and ratfle may

heard more frequently in some parishes than the sound VK.
me
of church bells: to

A conjuror celebrated for the potency of his charms
will often exercise a very injurious influence over an
entire band, consisting of ten or twelve milies, in deter-
ring them from frequenting particular hunting or’ ﬁshing-
grounds if they oﬂ'end him. From n

Medicine Rattle, } .

came upon a large camp of SwampLs, who were on their
way to the. Hudson’s Bay Company’s post- at Fairford.
Their usual wintering-place was at the Pike’s Head near
the mouth of Jack-fish River, an 7cellent fishing station
on Lake Winnipeg, but they had/abandoned the inten-
tion of wintering there, in consequence of a threat-which”
had been conveyed to them from a noted conjuror styled
.¢ the Badger,” of the Grand Rapid of the Saskatchewan,
to the effect that “if the band ventured to winter at
~ the Pike’s Head, he would do_something.” This am-
biguous threat was quite sufficient to deter them from




~

MANITOU OR FAIRY DWELLINGS. 133

visiting their old haunts, and wéiild probably be instru-
mental in producing much suffering, if not actual want,
to many of the band.

There are many places on Lake Winnipeg and Mani-
" tobah which the Indians who hunt and live on the shores
of those inland seas dare not visit. There is scarcely a
cave or headland which has not some legend attached to
it, familiar to all the wanderers on these coasts.

On the west side of.Take Winnipeg, in the long, dark,
and gloomy chambers formed by fissures in the limestone,
bad spirits are supposed to dwell, according to the belief
of the Indians who hunt on the coast, and he would be a

¥
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powerful charmer who could induce a heathen Indian to ' 4 i
approach, much less enter, the abodes of these imaginary S
Manitous. N
Near Limestone Cave Point, on Take Winnipeg, are ML
several of these supposed fairy dwellings. When an Indian o Rt
approaches them in his canoe, he either lays an offering ) ' 2;
on the beach or gives them as wide a berth as possible. flge
Steep Rock Point, on Lake Manitobah, is also a noted SEL-

dwelling-place for the “ Little Men.” Some of the tradi-
tions connected with these places are very absurd, and
appear to have little meaning to civilized men ; neverthe-
less, among the barbarous tribes of those regions, they
are associated with their past_history, or with the history
of the race that preceded them. Manitobah Lake, a
body of water of very imposing dimensions, having an
area of 1,900 square miles, derives its name from one of
--these superstitions. I stayed for three days on Manitobah
‘island, where a Manitou dwells, but although Indians
passed and repassed, heard and answered our shots, yet
they could not be persuaded to land. The only evidence
of fairy presence which I met with, was the “ fairy-like
music” of the waves of Lake Manitobah, beating upon

K 3

T SR




134 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

the hard limestone shingle on the beach, and producing a
very beautiful and melancholy resemblance to distant
church-bells.  All night long this ringing musical sound
was heard, and would, no doubt, in the active imagina-
tion ‘of Indians, suggest the existence of those Manitou
with which they people the air, the water, the forests, and
the caves of the earth.
. The able and zealous missionaxy at the Indian Settlement,
Red River, the Rev. A. Cowley, has had sad experience of
the gross superstitions which darken the intellect of
the Ojibways of Lake Manitobah. In 1842 he pro-
ceeded to what appeared to be a promising station on
the shores of this lake, where he had an oppom.}njty of
observing some remarkable instances of heathen faith in
“dreams and charms. Mr. Cowley writes: “ One day I saw
something hanging on a tree and went to look at it. It
consisted of twenty small rods, peeled, and painted red-
and black, and fastened together on a plane, with cords
of bark. A piece of tobacco was placed between the
tenth and eleventh rods, and the whole was suspended
perpendicularly from a branch of the tree. It belonged
to the old chief, who told me that when he was a young
. man he lay down to dream, and that in his dream, the
moon spoke to him, and told him to make this charm,
and to renew it every new moon, that he might have a
long life. He had regularly done so ever since, till the
preceding summer, when he almost forgot it, and was
taken so ill as'to be near dying; but he remembered it,
his friends did it for him, and he recovered.” *

Sacrifices and offerings are of very frequent occurrence
among the Indians of the Saskatchewan Valley. The
customary offering consists of two, three, and sometimes
five dogs. At the mouth of the Qu’appelle River, an

* Quoted by 8. Tucker, in “ The Rainbow of the North.”
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Indian, in June 1858, set his net and caught a large fish
of a kind different to any with which he was familiar ; he
immediately pronounced it to be a Manitou, and carefully
restoring it to the water again, at once sacrificed five
valuable dogs to appease the anger of the supposed fairy.
On approaching Long Lake, an arm of the Qu’appelle

River Valley, the Crees warned us not to visit the lake

by night, as it was full of devils. They told me very
extraordmary tales, which are too absurd to be worth
relating, of the dimensions and power of these devils, and
they appeared to live in awe and terror of them.

Like most heathen and barbarous races, Indians suffer
much from their superstitious fears. When the weather
is fine, and. their tents are well supplied with provisions,
they are an independent and joyous people. Full of
frolic and fond of relating anecdotes, they laugh immode-
rately at any trifling joke or absurdity, and seem tho-
roughly to enjoy existence.

A ridiculous incident occurred in the tent belongmg to
the Cree chief, Mis-tick-oos, in which I played a more

prominent part than I should- have selected had any |

choice been offered me. I heard of this incident again
hundreds of miles from the spot where it occurred, as we
journeyed homewards from the Grand Forks.

It happened during a visit I paid to Mis-tick-oos (Vol. L.
p- 362), after a long and tedious talk, which lasted nearly
seven hours, relating to the object we had in view in visit-
ing the country. Three of Mis-tick-oos’ wives were visible,
and with their children formed altogether a party of
eighteen or twenty. I rose from a buffalo robe where I
was seated by the side of Mis-tick-00s to examine some
arrows which one of his sons was making, and when my
curiosity was satisfied, I sat down on what I thought to
be a bundle of buffalo robes, close to the young Indian,
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I was not a little astonished to feel the robes slowly move
and undulate beneath me, and before I could rise and
look into tle cause, I found myself projected into the .
middle of the tent among the embers, by means of some
violent spasmodic action from beneath the supposed pile
of robes. Mis-tick-0os and his three wives with the other
inmates, shrieked with laughter, vociferating some words
in Cree. Meanwhile, the buffalo robes were slowly thrown
on one side, and, to my astonishment, were revealed the
huge proportions of the chief’s fourth, youngest and best
wife. She shook a mass of hair from her head, and
joined in the laughter at my discomfiture. Other Indians
hearing the noise came in, and Mis-tick-oos, with tears in
his eyes, told his friends how “the white stranger had
sat upon his best wife, thinking she was a pile of robes,
and how she tossed him into the middle of the tent ]Jke a
buffalo bull pitching a colt.”

During our stay with the Crees of the Sandy Hﬂls on
the South Branch, when passing the door of the tent
belonging to the chief’s eldest son, who was my com-
panion at the time, I observed a young squaw leaning
upon sticks, evidently in great trouble,. and weeping
_ bitterly. The moment she saw us she hobbled into the
tent, with a low cry of pain, and closed the entrance. I
asked the interpreter what this meant. After some con-
versation with her husband, he said that the woman was
suffering from a beating he had given her for a violation
* of her faith during his absence in the spring on a war
excursion. “I would have killed her,” muttered the
husband, “but. I thought it a pity to kill two at once
She had her choice whether she would have her hair, her
nose, or her ear cut off, or whether she would have a
beating. She chose what she has got; but I would have
[killed her had I not known I should regret having killed
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both.” It is needless to add that the woman soon ex-
pected to become a mother.

Smearing the skin with different coloured plgments is
a universal custom among the wood and prairie Indians.
Sometimes the operation is very tastefully performed.
Warriors on the “war-path ” often paint the figure of the
hand over the mouth, as used in sounding the war-whoop;
this is a distinctive SIgn that the Indian so decorated has
been recently, or is still engaged in the pursuit of his
enemies. Vermilion is the most coveted colour; the
Ojibways particularly are very fond of decoratmg their
faces with this brilliant pigment. The Plain Crees
are partial to white, green, and blue, and nct only paint
the face, but also the chest and arms. They cut and
gash the skin and flesh on the arms, sides, chest, and legs,
as a token of grief for any deceased friend or relation.
My friend Mis-tick-oos’ body was dreadfu]ly disfigured
_by scars from wounds made by hlmself in manifestation
of his grief.

Ornamenting the skin of the arms and breast with the
figures of birds, quadrupeds, or symbols of different kinds,
is common among the Plain Crees. The operation is per-
formed with a needle, a thorn, the point of a knife, or the
edge of a flint. The surface of the skin is cut or pene-
trated with the instrument used, and the colour rubbed
in, as in the process often adopted on a small scale by .
sailors. The effect is to produce a permanent represen-
tation of different objects on the skin, but it does not
resemble the ridges and furrows produced by the tattoomg
process of the New Zealanders.

Nothing appears to contribute so largely to the comfort :
and enjoyment of Indians, whether of the woods or the
prairies; as the pwahgin of the Ojibway, the uspwigin of.
the Cree, or the pipe of the English.

-«




*'5”‘”}

138 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

When inhaling the fumes of tobacco, the bear-berry or
the inner bark of the red willow, the Indian relinquishes
himself to the narcotic influences of the “ weed,” a_term
by the way applied to the bear-berry, and to the dry and
gravelly ridges where that pretty little creeping plant
flourishes; the local names, Weed~r1dge,” “ weed-hill,”
being not uncommon in Rupert s Land. It has been well
said that “the tobacco pipe constitutes the peculiar and
most characteristic symbol of America, intimately inter-
woven with the rites and superstitions and with the relics of
ancient customs and historical traditions of the aborigines
of the New Wofld. If Europe borrowed from it the

first knowledgeé of its prized narcotic, the gift was received

unaccompanied by any of the sacred or peculiar. virtues
which the Red Indian still attaches to it as the symbol of
hospitality and amicable intercourse, and Longfellow, ac-
cordingly, with no less poetic vigour than fitness, opens
his “Song of Hiawatha,” with the institution of the
“ Peace-pipe” by the Great Spirit, the Master of Life.*
Pipe No. 1 was presented to me by Th-wa—plt, an old
Indian of Dauphin Lake. He had another in his pouch
nearly completed, made from the soft shale which crops
out on the Riding Mountain. I asked Ti-wé-pit “ what
he would do for a smoke ” umtil he had finished the new
pipe? After the half-breed with me had made him un-
derstand my question, he rose to his feet, and walking to

_the edge of a swamp close by, cut three or four reeds;
and joining some pieces together, after he had made a hole

through the joints, he gently pushed one extremity in a
slanting direction into the earth, which he had previously
made firm by pressure with his foot ; he then-cut out a
small hole in the clay above the extremity of the reed,

* «N arootlc Usages and Superstitions of the Old ‘and New World,” by
Daniel “}'dson, LL.D. Canadian Journal, new series, vol. ii.
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and moulding it with his fingers, laughingly said, “ Now
give me tobacco, and I will show you how to smoke
it” He filled the hole with a mixture of tobacco and
the bear-berry, placed a live coal on the top, and stretching

Tobacco Pipes of the Swampys of Lake Winnipeg.
himself at full length on the ground, with his chin sup-
ported by both hands, he took the reed between his lips
and enjoyed a long smoke. )
Different tribes of Indians affect peculiar shapes and
ornaments in the manufacture of their pipes: The Ojibways

Tobacco Pipes of the Ojibways of Raitry Lake, &e.

of Rainy Lake and those of the same nation living on Lake
Winnipeg, have different patterns, but preserve a certajn re-
semblance, which appears to be characteristic of this people.
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The pipes manufactured by the Plain Crees and the Black-
feet are formed after the same model ; those of the Sioux

approach more to the form almost universally adopted by
. L

Sioux Pipe.

. : the Ojibways ; while the beautiful and sometimes highly

e ornamented pipes of the Chipewyans resemble more the -
B favourite models of the prairie tribes. These distinctions
will be seen at a glance in the accompanying drawings,
which are all reduced from pipes in my possession.

1 =

Chipewyan (1 and 2), Plain Cree (3), and Blackfoot (4) Pipes.

b,

el The elaborate and sometimes beautiful pipes of the
A Babeen Indians, while they exhibit a much higher degree

- of art than we should expect to find among such a savage
I ©  race, are by.no means illustrative of their superstitions .

' ‘ ~ or customs, and can be received as illustrations only of

; their imitative power and ingenious workmanship. The
S grotesque devices with which their pipes are ornamented
. can generally be traced to objects which they have seen” ..
since they became familiar with the traders belonging to-
P : the Hudson’s Bay Company on the north-west coast.
A The custoriary salutation among the Ojibways who
T have been brought in contact with the French Canadian

i
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. | Moy .
voyageurs of the old North-West ‘Company is, “ boujou!
boujou!” from bon jour. Among the Plain Crees, with

e Babeen pres.

whom the Scotch employés of the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany early established communication, the first address
is generally “whacheer! whacheer !” Anglice, what cheer ?

i
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Shaking hands is customary both on meeting and
parting. The usual preliminary to a council or a series
of questions, is a smoke ; and nothing smoothes the way to
an affable arrangement in case of a difficulty so quickly as
a proposal to argue the point and arrange matters over a
pipe. A great point is gained if the traveler is able to
present thé chief of the party with a plug or canister of

tobacco to replenish his pipe, and when he offers to return -

it, a courteous intimation that he may keep the remainder
or hand it round to his young men, is often a very advanta-
geous stroke of policy.

In order to understand the character and nature of wild
prairie Indians, they must be seen in their tents when well
supplied with provisions, and disposed to be cheerful and
merry. In the prairies when on horseback, they are
often quiet and watchful, always on the look out, and
when even twenty or thirty are in a band, they generally
manage to see a suspicious object in the distance at the

same moment, so that a simultaneous note of exclamation

is uttered by most or all of the party. In hunting the
buffalo they are wild with excitement, but no scene or
incident seems to have such a maddening effect upon
them as when the. buffalo are successfully driven into a
pound.* TUntil the herd is brought in by the skilled
hunters, the utmost silence is preserved around the fence of
the pound : .men, women, and children, with pent-up feel-
ings, hold their robes so as to close every orifice through
which. the terrified animals might endeavour to escape.
The.herd once in the pound, a scene of diabolical but-
chery and excitement begins ; men, women, and children
climb on the fence, and shoot arrows or thrust spears at
the bewildered buffalo, with shouts, screams, and yells
horrible to hear. But when the young men, and even
women jump into the arena amidst the dying and the

* The half-breeds call these enclosures ¢ ponds.™
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dead, smear themselves with blood, thrust their arms up

to the shoulders into the reeking bodies of their victims,
the savage barbarity of the wild prairie Indian shows
itself in its true colours. Not even a scalp dance over
many fallen foes, affords such a terrible picture of de-
graded humamty as a large band of prairie Indians, some
hundreds in number, during and after the slaughter of

- numbe

buffalo in-the pound.
" The condition of the Indians of the Saskatchewan
Valley at the present day is very different to what it

i

Cree Fire-bags.

was even half a century since. Not only have imported
diseases greatly diminished their numbers, but game of
different kinds has become so scarce that during some
seasons starvation is no fiction. In the northern parts of
Rupert’s Land a great mortality took place in 1816, 1817,

and 1818, from small-pox and measles. Vaccin€ inocu-

lation was then introduced by the Hudson’ Bay Company,
and small-pox has been unknown in the country since.*

* 8ir -George Simpson.  Blue Book on the affuirs of the Hudson's Bay

Company.

7

S e ey — s o
B - .




144 ASSINNIBOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

The Sioux south of the boundary are said to be all vac-

cinated.
In sickness prairie Indians are much depressed and

often seek consolation in the monotonous drum of the
“medicine man and his heathenish incantations ; an inflic-
tion which the grossest and most debased superstition alone ™~

Sioux Quivep, Bow, and Arrows.

would tolerate; it is submitted to with confidence and
hope, however, by nren who are anxious and timid during
the roll of thunder, invoking thé Great Bird by Whose

ﬂappmg wings they suppose it to be produced, or crouch-
ing from the blink of his a]l—penetnatmg eye, which they
aﬂege is the lightning’s flash.

”»
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INDIAN POPULATION OF BRITISH AM/ERICA. '
/

Origin of Indian Races.—Kindred and Relatxonahxp ~Troquois Customs.—
Iroquois Institutions.—Iroquois League.—Indi opulation 'of Rupert’s
Land.—Probably over-estimated.—Number of Andians frequenting par-
ticular Posts.—Prairie Indians.—Colonel Lefroy’s Estimate.—The Sioux
or Dakotah Indians.—Principal Bands.—Conjurors.—Months.—Language.
—The Blackfeet.—Country occupied by the kfeet.—Blackfeet Tribes.
—Indians near the Boundary Line.—Indiads of British America.—Indians
of the United States.—Early History of thé Indians.—Mutability of Indian
Nations,—The Hurons and Iroquois.—The Prairie Tribes.—The Remnant.

/ \
THE origin of ‘the aborigines on this continent still
remains enveloped in thick darkness. Many of their
manners, superstmons, and customs correspond to those
“of Orientals, and-it is not lmprobable that modern ethno-
logists may be on the right track in their eﬁ'orts to solve
this deeply interesting question.

The ties of kindred and relationship are of a very
complex character among the Ojibways; in more than
one instance a singular exemphﬁcatlon of cross-relation-
shlp occurred during our voyage in 1858 on Lakes Win-
nipeg and Manitobah, ‘which may serve to show the
permanency of ancient customs and traditions among
families now dwelling nearly a thousand miles west of the
hunting-grounds of their ancestors. .~

Near the mouth of the Little Saskatchewan, we met an
Indian family Journeymg in a small canoe towards the

VOL. IL L~
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. mouth of Red River. The family consisted-of a young
Indian, his wife, and two little children. The father was
born on the shores of Lake Winnipeg, and had never tra-
veled east of that lake. After a few words had passed.
between him and a half-breed Ojibway from Lake Supe- -
rior (Wigwam), they shook hands and proclaimed them-
selves related to one another. Each belonged, as I was
informed, to the tribe’ whose * totem ” or insignia was the
“Bear,” and having by some means, which Wigwam
could not or would not explain, ascertained this fact, they
spoke to one another as brothers. A similar relationship
was established between Wigwam and another Ojibway
on Moss River, solely, as he assured me, because he and his
newly found friend belonged to a tribe whose ¢ totem ”
was the “ Bear.” The Cree half-breeds told me that in
their commurication with the Ojibways of Lake Winni-
peg, and. farther to the west, this recognition of relation-
ship not unfrequently took place between individuals who
met for the first time, and who were born and lived -
in districts far apart. In connection with this singular
kind of consanguinity and the bearing it may possibly
have upon the origin of the Indian races, I append the
following extract from an ethnological paper, read at the
Montreal Meeting of the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science * :—

¢TIt has occurred to me, after a careful examination of the system of con-
sanguinity and descent of the Iroquois, that we may yet Be able, by means
of it, to solve the question whether our Indian races are of Asiatic origin.
Language changes its vocabulary not only, but also modifies its gmmmanca.l
structure in the progress-of ages; thus eluding the inquiries which philo-
logists have pressed it to answer; but a system,of consanguinity once
matured and brought into working operatlon is, in the nature of things,-
more unchangeable than language; —mnot in the names employed as.a vo-
cabulary of relationship, but in the ideas which underhe the system itself.

* By Lewis H. Morgan, Esq., of Rochester, N. Y.

o B
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THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE IROQUOIS.

w1th an anthu:ty of thxrty-ﬁve centuries, a8 a fact of actual
the Iroquois is original, clearly defined, and the reverse of thé foy
at least, to be presumed that it has an antiquity coeval with the
the Chippewa is the same as the Iroquom, with slight modlﬁca.tzons ;
establishing the fact of its existence in two of the principal generic 8
Besides this, there are traces of the same system among the Aztecs,
Creeks, Dacotahs, Delawares, Winnebagoes, and other races, all tending to
show that the system has been, and now is, universal upon this continent.
* Should this last fact be established, the antiquity of thg system as coeval
with the Indian race upon the contment, will also become established. Upon
- the basis of these two facts, and assuming that these races -are of Asiatic
origin, we ma¥ predict the existence of the same system in Asia, at the
present mom.ent, among the descendants of their common ancestors, if any
remain.

¢ A brief explanation of the principal features of thesystem of the Iroquois
is annexed, which will assist in working out every otlier, particularly if they

- are founded upon the same ideas.

#The institutions of the Iroquois were founded upon the family relation-

ships; in fact, their celebrated league was but an elaboration of these re-

. lationshjps into a complex system of civil polity. At the base of this were

their laws of descent. They were unlike both the civil and the canon laws,
but yet were original and well defined. The chief differences were two : first

" descent among the Iroquois followed the female line, or passed through the

mother ; while in each of the former systems it follows the male, or passes
through' the father. In the second place the co%al lines, with the Iro-
quois, were finally brought ingo or merged in the lin while, in the other
cases, every remove from the common ancestor separated the collateral lines
.from the lineal, until after a few generations actual relationship ceased among
" collaterals,

¢ To bring out distinctly this oode of descent, it will be necessary to glve a
brief explanation of the division of the Irbquois into tribes, the union of
the several tribes into one natlon, and of the several nations into one league.
Witliout a reference to their civil organization, it would be impossible to

_present it in an understandable form.

%In each of the five nations who composed the ongma.l league there were
eight tribes, named : Wolf, Bear, Beaver, and Turtle ; Deer, Snipe, Heron, and
Hawk. The Onondaga nation, therefore, was a counterpart of the Cayugs,
each having the same number of tribes, and of the same name; so also, in-
terchangeably, of the Oneida, the Mohawk, and the Seneca nations. In effect,
the Wolf tribe was divided into five parts, and one-fifth part of it placed
in each of the five nations. The remaining tribes were subjected to the
same division and distfibution. Between the individual members of the
Wolf or other tribe thus dlnded or, in other words, between the sepa-
rated parts of each tribe, there exxsted the tie of *consanguinity, The
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148 ASSINNIEOINE AND SASKATCHEWAN EXPEDITION.

Mohawk of the Turtle tribe recognized the Seneca of the Turtle tribe as a
relative, and between them existed the bond of kindred blood. In like
manner the Oneida of the Hawk tribe received the Onondaga or the Cayuga
of the same tribe as a relative, not in an ideal or conventional sense, but as
actually connected with him by the ties of consanguinity. Herein we dis-
cover an element of union between the five nations, of remarkable vitality
and power. A cross-relationship existed between the several tribes of each
nation and the tribes of corresponding name in each of the other nations,
which bound them together in the league with indissoluble bonds. If
either of the nations had wished to cast off the alliance, it would have
broken this eight-fold bond of consanguinity. Had the nations fallen into
collision with each other, it would have brought Hawk tribe against Hawk
tribe —in & word, brother against brother. The history of the Iroquois ex-
hibits the wisdom of these organic provisions; for, during the long period

through which the league subsisted, they never fell into anarchy, nor even

approximated to a dissolution from internal disorders.

“ At no time in the history of theyIroquois could & man marry a woman o
his own tribe, even in another nation. All the members of a tribe were
within the prohibited degrees of. ¢ohsanguinity ; and to this day, among the
descendants of the Iroquois, this law is religiously observed. Husband and
wife, therefore, were in every case of different tribes. The children were of
the tribe of the mother. Here, then, we discover, one of the central ideas of
their laws of descent: to place the father and mother in different tribes, and
to assign the children to the tribe of the mother. Several important results
followed, of which the most remarkable was, the perpetual disinheritance of
the male line. As all titles, as well as property, descended in the female
line, and were hereditary in the tribe, the son could never succeed to his
father’s title of sachem, nor inherit even his tomahawk.

¢ A tribe of the Iroquois, it thus appears, was not, like the Grecian and
Roman tribes, a circle or group of families, for two tribes were necessarily
represented in every family; neither, like the Jewish, was it constituted of
the lineal descendants of a common father; on the centrary, it involved the
idea of descent from a common mother ; nor has it any resemblance to the
Scottish clan, or to the canton of the Switzer. It approaches, however,
nearer to the Jewish. Benying geographical boundaries, a tribe of the
Iroquois was composed of a part of a multitude of families, as wide spread
as the territories of the race, but yet united together by a common tribal
bond. The mother, her children, and the descendants of her daughters, in
the female line, would, in perpetuity, be linked with the fortunes of her own
tribe ; while the father, his brothers and sisters, and the descendants in the
female line of his sisters would be united to another tribe, and held by 1its
affinities. No circumstances could work a translation from one tribe to
another, or- even suspend the nationality of the individual. If a Cayuga
woman of the Hawk tribe married a Seneca, her children were of the Hawk
tribe and Cayugas, and her descendants in- the female line, to the latest
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posterity, continued to be Cayugas and of the Hawk tribe, altho&gh they
resided with the Senecas, and by successive intermarriage with them had
lost nearly every particle of Cayuga blood. Neither could jntermarriage
with one of a foreign nation confer the Iroquois nationality upon the wife or
children of the marriage, and the same vice versd. If a Mobawk married a
Delaware woman, she and her children were not only Delaware still, but
ever continued sliens, unless naturalized as Mohawks, mth the forms and
ceremonies prescribed in case of adoption.”

The difficulty of obtaining reliable mformatlon respect-
ing the Indian population has been acknowledged by all
who have given attention to this subject. I am con-
vinced that the number of Indians inhabiting Rupert’s
Lapd has been conmsiderably overrated. The estimates
published in the Appendix to the Report from the Select
Committee on the Hudson’s Bay Company furnish the
following result : —

Thickwood Indians on the east side of the Rocky Mountains . 85,000
'I'he Plain Tribes (Blackfeet, &e) . . . . - 25,000

——

60,000

The Indian populatlon of Rupert’b Land is estimated at

42,870. Over the plain or prairie tribes the Hudson’s Bay
Company profess to have no control, and they are re-
turned as numbering 25,000 souls. Excellent authoritiés,
noticed in the following pages, do not assign more than
half that number to the most numerous tribes of Prairie
Indians who hunt on the Saskatchewan and Missouri and
their tributaries.

. The Plain Crees and Thickwood Indians are under the
control of the Company, but I think that their numbers
are also over estimated, and the grounds on which this
opinion is advanced are stated in the-following para-
graphs. .

The basis of the census for the Thickwood Indians and
the Plain Crees is the number ﬁ'equenting the establish-
ments of the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1856, and the -
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-

- following enumeration at certam Posts ch1eﬂy visited by .
the Plain Crees is given :—

Post. No. of Indians frequenting it.
Fort Ellice . . . . : . . . 500 Vi
Quappelle Lakes . . . . .! . ., 250 ,’
Touchwood Hills . . . . . . . 800
- Fort & la Corne . . . . . . . 800 -
Va 1,350 Indians.

Upon perusal of the foregoing table the reader would -
:’ ; infer that~1,350 Indians visited the Posts, named. It
Do happens, however, that many Indians trade with two, or
” - more Posts, although every effort is made to limit them
IR to one particular station. Their names appear on the
books at different establishments, and in the enuthe-
ration of the Indians inhabiting certain districts, some
of them are counted twice and even three times. I
ascertained beyond doubt, that this practice existed to an
extent which would affect the census in a marked degree.
The custom of giving credit to Indians encourages this
system, while a natural desire to attach additional hunters -
to a Post on the part of the traders, induces less caution
than would otherwise be exercised. As the result of very
Y careful inquiries wherever opportunities offered, of ob-
Vo taining exact-information, I am inclined to think that the
Lo estimate of 42,870 is about one-fourth too high.

S The estimated number of Indians frequenting parti-
e L - cular establishments of the Hudson’s Bay Company Te-
H R ferred to in these volumes, during 1856, 1s
the following table : — o

P ‘ Locality. Number.
* Fort William v e« .. . 850

Pig n River . . e e . 60
Fo! . . .+« . .1500
Ra.t . .+« <« . . bOO

Lac de Bois Blanc . . . . .. 200
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Locality. Number.

— '  ShoalLake . . . . . . . . 200"
- WhiteDog . . . . . . . . 100
Fort Alexander . . . . . . . 300
Lac de Bonnet . . N . . . . 80 .
FortalaCorne . . . . . . . 800 :
“-Cumberland House . . . . . , 250 .
The Pas . . . . . . . . 300
Fort Pelly . . . . . . . . 800
Fort Ellice . . . . . e L. . 500
Qu’appelle Lakes . L . . . 250
ShéalRiver . . . . . . . . 150
Touchwood Hills . . . . . . . 300
Egg Lake . . . C < .. 200
Manitobah House .~ . . . . .. 200

On the North Branch of the Saskatchewan, where the
Prairie Indians assemble, the following- enumeration is
given in the Blue Book : —

" Locality. : 3 No. of Indians.
Edmonton . . . . . . . . 7,500

-~ Carlton. . . <N . . . ..5,000
Fort Pitt . . . . . . 7,000
Rocky Mountain House K . . . . 6,000 -

This census may approximate to the actual number of
Indians visiting a particular Post, yet there is strong
reason to suppose that the same individuals are to a large
extent enumerated twice if not thrice.

The Plain or Prairie Indians belong to the followmg
principal tribes : —

T Blackfeet, Crees,
Bloodies, . Assinniboines,
Piegans, Sioux,
Fall Indians, or Gros Ventres,

. The Wood Indians of the Saskatchewan Valley belong
to the great family of Crees and Ojibways. The Sioux,
Blackfeet, Bloodies, and Piegans are Dakotahs.
Mr. Harriet, a chief-factor of the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany, who had passed his life among the Blackfeet, esti-
L 4
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mated the six or seven tribes going by that general name

as mustering’ 1,600 to 1,700 tents, at eight per tent,
13,000.* . .
Mr. Rowand, one of the oldest resident traders, esti-
mates the Blackfeet tribes as follows: —
Blackfeet proper . . . . . .. 800
Piegans . . . e . . .. 400
Bloods . . . . o .a. 250

Gros Ventres, or Fall Indlans . . . . 400
Circés . . . . . . . . . 45

Cotones o me
Small Rob es'} Mountqm Tribes . . .. 250
At 8 persons per tent, 18, 100. 1, 645 tents.

The Assinniboines are divided into Strongwoo& and
Plain Assinniboines, or Stonys.
Mr. Harriet, in 1842, estimated the

Strongwood Assinniboines . . . . at 80tents= 640
Mr. Rowand, the Plain Assinniboines . .5 800 ,, = 2,400

380 tents = 3,020

The ‘Strongw’éod Crees about Edmonton
Mr. Rowand estimated at . . 400 tents, at 10 per tent = 4,000

Crees of the Plains . . . . 200 ,, » » = 2,000
’ y 6,000

Colonel Lefroyt states that the aggregate of the tribes
inhabiting the plains on British territory was estimated in
1843 at not more than 23,400. Since that period they
have diminished in numbers, and some of the Blackfeet .
bands have stationed themselves permanently on the

" Missouri. In succeeding pagés, recent estimates of the

Blackfeet tribes, and the limits of their huntmg-grounds
are given. \/h

* Colonel Lefroy.
+ “On the probable number of the native Indian population of British

America,” by Captain (now Colonel) J. H. Lefroy, R.A. Canadian Journal,
vol. i. Old Series.
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The.Sioux and the Blackfeet being the most warlike
tribes of the north-west, and retaining their ancient
customs to the fullest extent, the following brief notices
of these formidable native races are introduced. The
Plain and Wood Crees and the Ojibways are almost
altogether amenable to the influence of the Hudson’s Bay
Company, and are in fact the hunters upon whom they
rely for a considerable proportion of their furs, robes,
skins, and provisions.

THE SIOUX OR DAKOTAH INDIANS.

The nation of the Sioux Indians or Dakotahs * is
composed of seven principal bands. Their aggregate
number probably does not exceed twenty-five thousand.
Their hunting-grounds extend from the Mississippi River
to the Black Hills in Nebraska, and from the mouth of
the Big Sioux River to Devil's Lake. Although the Sioux
have no dealings with the hil##reeds of Red River, or
with the Hudson’s Bay Company, ‘yet' they often cross the
49th parallel in pursuit of the buffalo, and more fre-
. quently in search of. a scalp from their hereditary enemies, -
the Ojibways and Crees. As the most dreaded invaders
of the prairies north'of the boundary line, this powerful
nation deserves a special notice. ’

The name Dakotah signifies the « Allied,” and they
speak of themselves as the « Oceti sakowin ” or “ Seven
Council Fires.” The following enumeration of the prin-
cipal bands which compose the nation, by the members of
the American Dakotah Mission, will be found at length in
the Grammar and Dictionary prepared with so. much
care, labour, and zeal, under the editorial management of

* See Introduction to a Grammar and Dictionary of the Dakotah Language,
published by the Smithsonian Institution. :
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the Rev. 8. R. Riggs, A. M \Mhss%onary of the American
Board of Commissioners . for Foreign Missions.

1. The Mdewakantonwans, Vzllage of the Spirit Lake.
The name is derived from Mdewakan (Spirit or Sacred
Lake), Mille Lacs (Minnesota), in the country now claimed
by the Ojibways. This band numbers about two thou-
sand. '

2. The Wahpekutes, Leaf Shootérs, five hundred.

3. The Wahpetonwans, Vzllage n t]ze Leaves, twelve
hundred.

4. The Sisitonwans, Village of the Marsh, two thou--
sand five hundred. Their hunting-ground is about the
Coteau des Prairies, and they subsist on the buffalo.

5. The Ihanktonwanna, the End Village Band, four

thousand.  Their country is on the north-east of the

Missouri, as far as Devil's Lake. These are the great
enemies of the Red River half-breeds.

6. The Thanktonwans, the Village at the End, two
thousand four hundred. Their country is west of the
Missouri. They are frequently termed Yanctons.

7. The Titonwans, the Village of the Prairie, twelve
thousand five hundred. Their hunting-ground is west of
the Missouri. They are divided into seven bands: the
Sicaugu, Burnt-Thighs; the -Itazipco, Bow-pith; the
Sihasapa, Blackfeet; the Minikanye wozupi, Zhose who
plant by the water; the Oohenoupa, Two-boilings; and
the Oglala and Hunkpapa.

The conjurors believe that their dreams are revelations
from the Spirit World, and they aver that their prophetic
visions are the mental revival of occurrences in a former
state of existence. Years with them are enumerated by
winters ; a distance is estimated by the number of nights
a man will sleep on the way. The Ojibways have the
same method of expressing time and distance. They
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divide the year into moons, but weeks are unknown to
‘them. The Dakotahs of the valley of the Minnesota
havé the following months in the year *: —

. 'Wi-tehi, January ; the hard moon. v N\
. Wicata-wi, February ; the racoon moon. <

. Istawicayazan-wi, March ; the sore (eye) moon. \
. Magackada-wi, April ; the moon in which the geese lay egas.

. Wozupi-wi, May ; the planting moon.

‘Wazustecasa-wi, June ; the moon when the strawberries are red.
Canpasapa-wi, July ; the moon when the choke cherries are ripe.

. Wasutou-wi, August ; the harvest moon.

. Psinhnaketu-wi, September; the moon when rice is laid up to dry.
10. Wi-wazupi, October ; the drying rice moon.

11. Takiyuha-wi, November; the deer rutting moon.

12. Tahecapsun-wi, December ; the moon when the deer shed their horns.

© 00N O Ty

The Dakotahs have a common and a sacred language. -7
The conjuror, the war prophet, and the dreamer employ - ot
a language in which words are borrowed from other
Indian tongues and dlalects they make much use of de-
scriptive expressions, and usewords apart from the ordi-
nary signification.~The Ojibways abbreviate their sentences
and employ many elliptical forms of*expression, so much
so that half-breeds, quite familiar with the co]loqmal lan-
guage, fail to comprehend a medicine man when in the
full flow of excited oratory.

The American missionaries, in their admirable written
Dakotah language, employ five vowels, and twenty—four
consonants, among which are two ¢’s, two g¢’s, two A’s,
two k’s, two n’s, two §’s, two ¢'s,” and two 2’s. The repe-
tition of the same letter is used to denote a guttural, an
aspirate, an emphatic, or a nasal sound. Thus, ¢ is both
an aspirate and an emphatic letter; g like the English g
and guttural ; A like the English % and guttural; £ as in
English and emphatic ; 7 as in English and nasal ;
in English and emphatic; s as-in English and aspirate ;

* See Grammar and Iiicﬁonary before referred to.
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¢t as in Englh and emphatic; % as in. Enghsh and
aspirate.

All syllables are enunciated plainly and fully, but
accentuation often determines the meaning of a word.
There are three numbers: singular, dual, and plural;
the dual including the person speaking and. the person

spoken to. The proper names of the Dakotahs are -

words, smlple and compounded, which are in common
use in the language. ThE son of a chief when he suc-
ceeds his father usually takes the name of his father or
grandfather. As with the Ojibways and Swampys, their
proper names consist of a single noun or a noun and
adjective. The Ojibways have, however, distinct family or
“totem ” names which they employ when speaking.of.their

-ancestors ; as I am of the family of the Bear, the Eagle,

the Thunder-cloud, &c. The Dakotahs have no surnames,

the children of. a family have particular names which be-

long to them in the order of their birth up to the fifth
child. In counting they use their fingers, bending them
as they enumerate until they reach ten. They then bend
down a little finger to record one ten and begin agains

when the-second ten is counted they put down a second .

finger, and so on.
Dakotah verbs have only two forms of tense, the inde-
finite and the future; the other tenses are expressed by

the help of adverbs, and the context. Words in a sen-.

tence are thus placed, first the noun, second the 2dj,ective,

thlrd the verb, thus:—
Ateunyanpi  mahpiya ekta nanke chin
Father-we-have heaven in thou-art the;
Nichaze kin wakandapi  kte;
_ Thy-name-the holy-regarded shall ;
Nitokichonze kinu.,  kte;
Thy-kingdom the come shall."‘

* See a Grammar and Dictionary of the Dakotah Language, published by
the Smithsonian Institution.
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—The Blackfeet natlon is d1v1ded into four distinct trlbes
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- THE BLACKFEET.

Mr. James Doty, who resided for many years in the
country of the Blackfeet, and who is acquainted with a
large portion of that nation, gave the following boun-
dartes of their country and estimate of -the numbers of
thé people to Governor Stevens in 1853.* 3 Fhe country
in which they reside and hunt is bounded as follows :
«By a line beginning on thd north, where the 50th
parallel crosses the Rocky Mountains, thence east on said
parallel to the 106th meridian, thence south to the head-
waters of the Milk River, down said river to the Missouri,
up the Missouri to the mouth of the Judith, thence up the
“ Judith to its source in the Rocky Mountams, and north
along their base to the place of beginning.”

The country between the Missouri and the headwaters
of the Yellowstone is unoccupied. It is the war road
of the Blackfeet to and from the Crows, Flatheads, and
Snakes. It -may also be considered as a transient hunt-

' ing-crround of the Flatheads, who hunt buffalo there for a
time in the fall.

or bands, whdse names, numbers, and lqca]itles'f' @e as
~ follows : —

Lodges. Population. ‘Warriors.

The Blackfeet . . . 250 1750 625

The Blood . . . 3850 . 2450 875

The Piegans . . . 850 2450 875

The Gros Ventres . . 360 2520 900 -
Total . . . 1310 9170 8275

* Explorations and Surveys for a Railroad Route from the Mississippi to
the Pacific, p. 443.

t+ The country occupied by these tribes is evidently more extensive than
supposed by Mr. Doty; their permanent lodges are found far beyond the
limits given in the text.

1 Called by the half-breeds « Bloodies.” =
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+ were” adopted by the Blackfeet about thirty years since,
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«The Bloods and Blackfeet occupy the country petween
Mllk and Marias Rivers, to the 50th parallel of latitude.
The Piegans occupy the country between the Milk
and Marias Rivers, and between the Teton. and the

Missouri.

The Gros Ventres occupy the country borderlng upons
_Milk. River frem its mouth to the terrltory of the Piegans.
The Bloods, Piegans, and Blackfeet speak the same lan-
~ guage, the Gros Ventres the Arapahoe language ; they

having secededfrom their own nation. On'the Upper
Missouri, near the great bend, the Gros Ventres have a

Jarge village of mud houses. Some of the lodfres are
capable of supporting 100 persons; oné part is appropm-
ated to their horses, dogs, cattle, and chickens, another to
their sleeping apartments; the lodges are built entirely
by women. The Gros Ventres formerly hunted on the
Assinniboine.  Mr. J. M. Stanley, the artist of Governor

-~ Stevens’ Exploration, states that the Blackfeet proper are,
divided into three distinct bands: the Blood band, 400
lodges ;“the Piegan band, 430 lodges ; and the Blackfeet
-band, 500 lodges, averaging ten to a lodge, and amount-
ingin all to 18,300 souls. The Piegans and Bloods hunt,
trade, and winter on American soil, while the Blackfeet
extend their bunt as far north as the Saskatchewan, and ’
‘trade as frequently Wlth the British as with the American
Posts. *

The following cehs.us of the Indian tribes of the United
States, inhabiting. the states and territories adjoining the
49th parallel, is abstracted from the statistics of the tribes
as reported to the Bureau of Indian Affairs: —

* Explorations and Surveys for a Railroad to the Pacific, p. 449:
T See the History, Condition, and Prospects of the Indian- tnbes of the
United States, by H. R. Schoolcraft, LL.D.
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- Name of tribe. . Numbers. ’ ’ B
Assinniboine . .- . . 8000 Extending from the Missouri into .
, ’ - Rupe@t s Land.
Blackfeet . . . -. .9530 Nebraska.
Bloods . . . . .1612- Upper Missouri.
Crees ™ . . . - . 800 Upper Missouri.
Sioux (Ihanktonwan.na) . . 4000 Ddkotah territory.
Gros Ventres . . . . 2500 Between the Missouri and tho
Saskatchewan. ~

The subjoined enumeration of Indian tribes inhabiting
Dritish North Ameriea, is from a paper “ On the probable
number of the Native Indian Population ‘of British
America,” by Colonel Lefroy, referred to on pacre 152 :—

-Chipewyan mbes —namely: Chipewyans proper, Dogrlbs,
Hare or Slave Indians, Yellow Knii'es,“Beaver Indians,
Dg-ha-dumies and Carriers . ~ . . . . 7575 -
. Northern Indians of the Kutchin stock: - . .. 6082 -
. Indians of, the Plains (Blaekfeet, Assmmbomes, &e) . 23,400
Chipeways (Ojibways) and Crees, exclusive of the above. 8,675 .
g~ Indians of the Seaboard 4nd Tslands of the Pacific . . 63840 .
Indians of New Caledonia— Interior .. . . . 2,000
~ Indians of Canada . .- o e . . 13,000

-

124518 - %

The fiumber of Tndians frequentincr the establishments
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, in 1856, are thus classified
in the Blue Book *2—

Thickwood Indians on thé east side of the Rocky Mountains . 35,000

The Plain Tribes (Blackfeet, &c) . . . . 25,000
" The Esquimaux . . e e« .. 4000
Indians settled in Canada . . . . 3,000
Indians in British Oregon and on the north-west coast . . 80,000

Total Indians . . . . . . . .147,000

The census of the Indian fribes; of #e United: States- . .
with whom intercourse was kept up by agents in the year

- , ° -

* Report from the Select Committee on the Hudson’s Bay Company.

or
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11855 is stated in the, Annu;l Report of the Indian Bureau

of that year to inclua% 314,&22 souls.
An approximation to the total Indian population of the

. ob e . . .
United States and British America will be as follows : —

Indians of the United States . |/ . . . .314622 .

Indians of British Ameri¢a (Colondl Lefroy) . ., . 124,518

Total . _ . .+ b e« . .439140
Or, \s\i/\‘~ : ’ .
Indians of the United States .~ | . . . . . 314,622
Indians of British America, according to the census of the
4 .. . 147,000

Hudson’s Bay Company -

Total . N . 461,622

The records of the /éaﬂy histofy of the Indians’who °

formétly occupied Canada and the northern States of

" “the Union prove that their n/umbers, during the first half .

of the seventeenth century, must have at least quadrupled,
the entire aboriginal population now oecupying the vast
territories under the control of the Hudson’s Bay Com-

" pany.

The extraordinary mutability of nations'in the savage
state, and the rapidity with which one race supplants
another over large areas, is'thus noticed by a recent
writer on the early discoveries of the French in North
America * : —« WherrCartier arrived in the St. Lawrence,
he deseribed large and permanent Indian villages at Sta-
dacona .and Hochelaga ; but little more than half a pe'h—
tury afterwards, when Champlain visited the same locali-
ties; he apparently found few Indians about Quebec, and
none permanently settled at Montreal. There may have
been some exaggeration in Cartier’s account, but the main
fact remains, and it may probably be accounted for by

* #On the Early, Discoveries of the French in North America,” by John
Langton, M.A., Auditor of Public Accounts, Canada. A paper read before

the Canadian Institute, and .published in the “ Canadian Journal,” New

Series, No. 12.
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the increasing power of the Iroquois, which made those
places dangerous abodes, and compelled the tribes which
formerly occupled them, to retreat into the interior, Again,
the country north of Lake Ontario is described by Cham-
plain as affording signs of having been formerly extensively
cultivated and thickly mhab1ted but in his day it was
entirely deserted, and only used as a hunting ground by
the neighbouring tribes. But the country of the Ottawa,
and across to the northern shore of Lake Huron, as also
the Western Peninsula, is describefl as full of Hurons,
and of Algonquin, Ottawa, Nipissing, and other allied
tribes. Amongst the Hurons alone, in the limited area
between Matchedash Bay and Lake Simcoe, he reckons
cighteen walled villages, numbering 2,000 fighting men, N
and Sagard puts the whole population down at 30,000 or
40,000 souls.* Yet, wjthin thirty years from that time this -

region was also a desert, and the remnants of the former in-

habitants had retreated to the Northern Lakes, and as far

west as the Sioux. The Hurons indeed were almost ex-

terminated, and the paltry remnant which had not been

* either destroyed or incorporated with other tribes, were

collected and brought down to Quebec, where their de-
scendants still occupy the village of Lorette.” All the -
tribes of the Western Peninsula, and the FEries on the

south shore of that-lake, seem also to have been utterly
exterminated, as well as“the greater part of the Illinois,

* It would not appear that this estimate can have been very greatly ex-

aggerated, from the accoxg{ven of the missiopary estxabhshments"*fhe( -

numbered in their most flourishing period, about the year 1645, forty-two .

niissionaries besides their attendants. Of these two or three only remained I

at'the principal station of Ste. Marie, at the ‘mouth of the W ye, five-other ™
 villages were called residences, where one or two missionaries remained per-

manently, and thé rest moved from village to village often having as many

as ten under their charge. K As several of these vﬂlaves are mentloned as -

containing from 100 to 200 cabins, and four to ﬁve families residing in

each, the whole population cannot have fallen far short of 30,000.

.

VOL. II. M . .
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and other western tribes; and the Iroquois were domi-
nant over all Upper Canada, and all the northern part of
-New York and Ohio. ~ All this. occurred without the in-
tervention of the whité man ; and there has been no dis-
appearance of a savage race since, from the diseases and
vices which civilization brings in its train, which has sur-
: passed, even if it has equalled in completeness and rapidity,
the desolationwhich the conqueringIroquois spread around
them. - They, too, have now nearly vanished from the scene
_ of their former power under other influences, and may
"=, " soon, like the Eries and Hurons, be remembered only by
- a name; but when we find such extraordinary vicissitudes
occurring during the brief space, of which we have any
certain record, we cease to be so much surprised at the
. total disappearance of the mound builders and other pre-
‘ historic races.” . )
The Mandans and Assinniboines who hunt on both
e American and British soil, and who are essentially prairie
A : . Indians, were estimated in 1783 to be capable of sending
Y into the field 25,000 and 40,000 fighting men respec-
L tively. In 1786 the small-pox, coming north from the
LT Mexican provinces, almost depopulated the country. In
) 1838 the same disease swept off at least one half of the
o prairie tribes. Five-and-twenty years ago, before this
o epidemic, aided by constant wars, had reduced the Plain
A Crees to one-sixth or eighth of their former numbers,
o Fort Ellice was often the scene of exciting Indian display.
The officer in charge in July 1858, remembers the time
" _ when the entire tribe who now hunt on the Qu’appelle
i and South Branch would approach the Fort to receive their
. n supplies, preceded by 800 mounted warriors, singing their
war songs. Twenty-five years ago the tribe numbered
4000, in 500 tents; at the present day they do not ex-
ceed 120 tents, which represent a population of 960 or
1000 souls.
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As stated in 4 preceding chapter, sméll-pox and measles
produced a great mortality. among the Wood Indians
north of the Saskatchewanin 1816, 1817, and 1818. The
ravages of this scourge began to tell in a fearful manner
upon the native races in the valley of the St. Lawrence
.as early as the latter part of the seventeenth century.
Charlevoix relates in 1670 that there were rarely less
than 1200 Indians to be seen encamped at Tadousac, the
entrepdt of the fur trade at that period during the trading
season. The small-pox put an end to the trade by almost
annihilating the Indians. Some tribes were quite exter-
minated, others amalgamated with surviving tribes, or
carried their furs to the English Fort on Hudson’s
Bay. . —_

When the Iroquois, who formerly occupied permanent
villages on the south shore of Lake®Ontario and the’
south bank of the St. Lawrence, were first known to
Europeans, they alone were estimated by La Hontan at
70,000 souls. The numbers of the Indian population of
British North America, on the east side of the Rocky
Mountains, amounted to 67,000 in 1856, according to the
Hudson’s Bay -Company. During that year the small-pox
again visited the plain tribes, coming up the Missouri River,
and destroying fullyN3000 from among those who hunt
on the Upper Missquri and between both branches of
, the Saskatchewan. In 1857 and 1838 it, still lingered
g near the foot of the Rocky Mountains, and despair was
stamped on the faces of the unhappy Mandans who were
visited by Lieut. Warren soon after the scourge appeared
amongst them. Wars, disease, and starvation have re-
duced to at least one-twentieth part of its former num-
bers an aboriginal population which two centuries ago
occupied this vast area. How long will the remnant be
preserved to minister to the cupidity of the white race

M 2
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D N

—who now rule and sustain them only so.far as they are
subservient to the objects of the fur trade?

Before the dispersion of ‘the Hurons, about the year

. 1650, the customs observed by that people relative to the -

dead were as follows. Under the impression thaf the

spirit, netwithstanding its sepgration from the body, did

not immediately take 4its departure, the women were ac-

customed to frequent the grave of the deceased with tears,

£ : = ' <~

S e ey

e Indian Graves covered with Split Sticks.

. moans, and other outward signs of grief. The corpse was

; placed in a burying-ground called by the Hurons Oi-go-
sa-yé. If the death had been natural, each corpse was
encased separately in birch bark and elevated on four
poles. They remained there until the celebration of the
« Feast of the Dead,” which took place every eight or ten
years. At this period the inhabitants of a village taking
down each bier in their Oi-go-sa-y¢, carefully removed the
o dried: flesh from the bones and wrapped the skeleton in
I furs and skins. The bones of the dead having been thus
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‘ gathered from a wide extent of country * were placed with

mueh” solemnity in a large excavation richly decorated - -

" with furs. Valuables of different kinds were “deposifed
with the remains, under the belief that they would be:

required -by those to whom they belonged in another

world or state of existence:

When the death has been violent or unnatural, the corpse
was burned or buried immediately; and should a Hu
hdve been frozen to death, the corpse would be carefully
dissected, and the skeleton buried, never to be exhumed.
.The Hurons believed that the spirits of those who died
in war, or suffered a violent death in any other way, en-
joyed no communion in a future life with those who died
in the ordinary course of nature.}

An ancient ossuary of the Hurons was opened .near
Penetanguishene in 1846. Its appearance externally was
that of a mound about twenty-elght feet in diameter,
covered with large trees which had-grown upon it after
its construction. An immense shroud of beaver skin
enveloped the sacred deposit. Twenty-six copper kettles,
hatchets, marine shells, bracelets or belts of wampum,
&c., were placed near to the bones.

The Jesuit Missionary, P. de Brebeaf, who assisted at
one of the « Feasts of the Dead ” at the village of Ossos-
sane before the dispersion of the Hurons, relates that the
ceremony took place in the presence of 2000 Indians,
who offered 1200 presents at the common tomb in testi-
mony of their grief. The people belonging to five large
villages deposited the bones of their dead in a gigantic
shroud, composed of forty-eight robes, each robe being
made of ten beaver skins. After being carefully wrapped
in this rich shroud, they were placed between moss and

* Compare the description of ossuaries in Western Canada, Vol. I. p. 90.

t Relations Abrégées.
M3
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L bark. A wall of dtones was built round this vast ossuary
e to preserve it from profanation. Before covering the
L . bones with earth, a few grains of Indian corn were thrown
- : by the women upon the sacred relics.

B According to the superstitious belief of the Hurons the
o souls of the dead remain near the bodies until the « Feast
L . of the Dead ; 7 after which ceremony they become free,
P ‘ and can at once depart for the Land of Spirits, which
they believe jto be situated in the regions of the setting

: sun.*
~ .7 * Relations Abrégées.
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CHAP. XXXT.

INDIAN TITLE TO RED RIVER.

Indian Title in Canada.—Importance of _the Qiestion in Rupert's Land. —
Cost of Indian Wars to the United States’ Government.—Advance of Settle-
ments towards the West.—Probability of a War with the Sioux.—Indian
Races occupying the Country available for present Settlement in Rupert’s
Land.—Restlessness of these People.—The Right Hon. E. Ellice, M.P., on’
Indian Title in Canada.—Proclamation of 1763.—Opinion of the Canadian
Commissioners on Indian Affairs with Respect to Indian Title in Canada.
—Title to Red River.—Grant to Lord Selkirk.— Treaty between Lord
Selkirk and the Crees and Saulteaux of Red River.—Peguis.—His
Letter to the Aborigines’ Protection Society.—His Address in 1859 to
the ¢ Great House.”—M. MacDermott’s Statement.—Meeting of the Half-
Breeds of Red River.—Opinion respecting Indian Title—Importance of
the Question.—Treaty of the Americans with the Saulteaux for the
northern part of Minnesota on Red River.

g

THE question of Indian title is one of very great in-
terest and importance in regard to the future peace of the
colony, and as much misapprehension appears to exist
respecting the territorial rights of different tribes of
Indians, and their title to the land they now claim, the
present condition of -the question may be noticed here,
as far as the slender and unconnected evidence at com-
mand admits. In Canada much trouble, great expense,
and endless inquiry have been created by Indian claims,
which even now remain in part unsettled, and are a
source of many incidental expenses to the Government,
which might have been avoided if proper arrangements
had been made at the right season. In Rupert’s Land,
M4
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where disaffected Indians can influence the savage prairie
tribes and arouse -them to hostility, the subject is one of
great magnitude; open war.with Sioux, Assinniboines,
Plain Crees or Blackfeet, might render a vast drea of
prairie country unapproachable for many years, and
expose the settlers to.constant alarms and depredations.
The Indian wars undertaken by the United States

Government during the last half_ centﬁry, have cost infi- ,

nitely more than the most liberal annuities or compre-
hensive efforts for the amelioration of the condition of

the aborigines would have done; and in relation to the _
northern prairie tribes, war is always to be expected at a

day’s notice.

The encroachments of festern settlers upon Indian lands
are constant and increasing in the United States, and
there is no reason to suppose that these encroachments
will diminish for many years to come. Already the Red
River south of the boundary line, as well as its south-
western tributaries, are invaded from the valley of the
Mississippi, and as the territory of Dakotah has not yet
been ceded to the United States Government, the prospect
of a war with the Sioux, whose hunting grounds ‘embrace

it, becomes daily more imminent. Lieutenant Warren, "

who has conducted several United States’ exploring expedi-

" tions in Dakotah and Nebraska territories, remarks: “ The

advance of the settlements is universally acknowledged
to be a necessity of our national development, and is
justifiable in displacing the native races on that ground
alone. But the government, instead of being so consti-
tuted as to prepare the way for settlement by wise and just
treaties of purchase from the present owners, and proper
protection and support for the indigent race so dispossessed,
is sometimes behind its obligations in these respects; and
in some instances Congress refuses or delays to ratify the




The result is, that the settler and pioneer are pre-
cipitated into the Indian’s country, without the Indian
having received the first cons1derat10n promised him ; and
" he often, in a manner that enlists the sympathies ‘of all
mankind, takes up the tomahawk in defence of his right
and perishes in the attempt.”* The same officer states
thgt there are so  many inevitable .causes at work to pro- .
duce-a ‘war with the Dakotahs (Sioux) before many years,

that he regards the greatest fruit of his_explorations to be

the knowledge of the proper, routes by which.to invade.
their country and conquer them, but at-the game time he
thinks that many of the canses of war with them naight

be removed by timely action in relation to- the treaties

‘made with them. ,

- The country of the Dakotahs borders on British terri- _
tory, some of the tribes (the Hlanktonwanna, par. 5, p. 154,
Vol. IL.) are the confirmed enemies of the half-breeds and
Ojibways of ‘Red River; peace has often been made, but
as often broken again upon trivial and even accidental
grounds.

The frontier tribes can muster at least two thousand
warriors by uniting with several of their more southern
allies. Being the most warlike and numerous Indians in
the United States territories, and their hunting grounds
interlocking with those of the Crees in British America,
they will probably yet play an important and active part
in the future of the colony and the new adjoining territory
of Chippewa.}

* Preliminary Rep'ort of Explorations in Nebraska and Dakotah in the
years 1855-6 and 1857, by Lieut. G. K. Warren, Top. Eng. U.S. army.

t The new territory of Dakotah is to be composed of a part of the present
territory of that name and a portion of Nebraska, and bounded as follows :—
The forty-sixth meridian of north latitude on the north, Minnesota and
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Thickwodd Crees, Swampy Crees, Plain Crees, and Ojib-
ways are the Indian nations who now occupy that part of
Rupert’s Land ‘where settlements would first be made.
These nations are- fnendly to one another and hostile to
the Sioux. They are, in fact, the huntefs of the Hudson’s

Bay Company;, @jconsequently friendly with that body,

“who have never sought to €xtend the settlements of the

white race in’ Rupert’s Land ;- -but of late years since the
questions relating to title to lands, annmtfles, and eom-
pensatlon hiwve been raised, they are becommg dlSS&tlSﬁed
suspicious, and untrustworthy,. . - - .

The nght JHonourable Edward Ellice, M P., in reply to
a.question put by Mr. Chrlstle during his examination be-

" fore the Select Conimittee on the Hudson’ s'Bay, respecting

the extinction of the Indian title 1n§upert s Land, stated

" that «the English Government neter extinguished the |

Indian title in Canada when they took possession'; the
Americans, while they have been extending their posses-
sions, have extinguished the Indian title, but in Canada
there has never been any treaty with the' Indians to ex-
tinguish the title; ;lle Crown, retammg certam reserves
for the *Indians, has always m51sted upon “the nght to

,

z -

Towa to the mouth of the 'B-'rg Sioux on the east, on the south following

the Missouri river from the mouth of the Big-Sioux to the mouth of the

Nebraska, and along the Niobarah to tlie one hundred and second meridian
of west longitude, along the hundred and second meridian'to the forty-third -

'parallel north latitude, thence along the forty-third parallel, to the crest

of the Rocky Mountaing, and on the west by Washington Territory. This

e territory will consist of about one hundred and thirty-five thousand square

miles. This does not include or mterfere with any of t’he settled portxons of
Nebraska. .

<Chippewa is an entirely new territory, and is cqmposed of. the northern
part of Dacotah and Nebraska, bounded as follows:—The British Pos-
. sessions ‘on the north, Minnesota on the east, the forty-sixth parallel of »
north latitude on the south and Washington on the west. This will make
an area of about one hundred and thirty thoysand square.miles.
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occupy the lands, and to grant the lands.” * Thi reply to
a question now about to assume an importance in regard
to the Red River Settlement of the greatest magnitude, is
liable to produce a very erroneus impression respecting
the Indian title in Canada, and the respect which has been
paid to'it during the history6f that country. Itis desirable

‘that this point sho e clearly stated, and with this object
" the proclamatlon of 1763 as far as it relates to the Indians ‘
in Canada is appended.

-« And we do further declare it t6 be our royal will and
: pleasure, for the present as aforesaid, to reserve under
our sovereignty, protection, and dominion, forthe use of:
the said Indians, all the lands and territories not included
within the limits grantéd to the Hudson’s Bay Company ;
as also the lands and territories lying to the westward of
the sources of the rivers which fall into the sea, from the
west and north-west as aforesaid. And we do hereby
strictly, forbid, on pain of our displeasure, all our, loving
subjects from making any purchases or settlements what-
ever, or taking possession of the lands above reserved-
without our special leave and license for that purpese.”

The report of the commissioners appointed to investi-
Agate the Indian affairs in Canada in 1847, thus state thelr

views on the question of title to lands :—
"« Although the Crown claims the territorial estate and
eminent dominion in Canada, as in other of the older
eolonies ; it has, ever since its possession of the province,
conceded to the Indians the right of occupancy upon °
their old hunting grounds, and their claim to compensation
for its surrender, reserving to itself the exclusive privilege
of tredting with them for the surrender or purchase of
any portions of the land. This is distinetly laid down in

¢ " * Question 6001, Blue Book.
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the proclamation of 1763, and the principle has since
been generally acknowledged and rarely infringed upon by
the Government. The same rule has been followed by
the Government of the United States, who pay annuities
for the surrender of Indian lands to the extent of about
140,000/. a-year.”*

Great and apparently reasonable doubt exists respecting
the Indian title to that part of the valley of Red River
and the Assinniboine now occupied by the settlements.
The royal charter for incorporating the Hud$on’s Bay
Company, granted by Charles II., A.p. 1670, trans-
ferred to the Company the trade, lands, mines, minerals,
fisheries, &c., of Rupert’s Land. The territory to be
reckoned one of his Majesty’s plantations or colonies in
America, and the Governor and Company to be the
Lords Proprietors of the same for ever.

On the 12th.June 1811 the Hudson’s Bay Company
made a grant of lands to Lord Selkirk included within
the following boundaries:-— All that tract of land or
territory bounded by an imaginary line running as fol-
lows, that is to say, beginning on the western shores of
the Lake Winnipeg at a point in 52° 30’ north latitude,
and thénce running>due west to the Lake Winnepego-sis,
then in a southerly - “direction through the said lake so as
to strike its western shore in latitude 52°, then due west
to the place where the 52° intersects the western branch
of Red River, the Assinniboine River, then due south from
that point of intersection to the height of land, which sepa-
rates the waters running into Hudson’s Bay from those of
the Missouri and Mississippi, then in an easterly direction

* o« Rei)‘ort on the Affairs of the Indians in Canada.” Legislative Council,
Sessional Papers, Appendix T, 1847.

+ See the Royal Charter of Incorporation, page 409 of the Report from
the Select Committee on the Hudson’s Bay Company.
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GRANT TO LORD SELKIRK. — PEGUIS. 17 .‘.’:

along the said height of land to the source of the Winni-
peg River (meaning by such last-named river the principal
branch of the waters which unite in Lake Seiganagah),
thence along the main stream of these waters, and the
middle of the several lakes through which they flow, to
the mouth of the Winnipeg River, and thence in a
northerly direction through the middle of Lake Winnipeg
to the place of beginning.”*

Ross, in his “ Red River Settlement, its Rise, Progress,
and Present State,” introduces a. treaty made between
Lord Selkirk and certain Indian chiefs, Crees and Saul-
teaux (or Ojibways), on the 18th July, 1817, in which the
chiefs agree to give unto the king, for the use of the Earl
of Selkirk, a considerable tract of land on the Assinni-
boine and Red Rivers for the quit-rent of 100 Ibs. of
tobacco, to be paid annually to the chiefs and warriors
of the Cree and Saulteaux tribes then occupying the
country.f

In 1857 Peguis, an immigrant from Pigeon River, Lake
Superior, at Red River, sent a letter to the Aborigines’ Pro-
tection Society, London, complaining of the non-fulfilment
of this treaty. - The following extract from the letter sent
by Peguis is published in the Blue Book$:— k

«“ Many winters ago, in 1812, the lands along the Red
River, in the Agsinniboine country on which I and the
T Part of this deed is published in the narrative of Major Li)ng’s Expe-
dition to the Source of St. Peter’s River, 1824. The above extract is from
the Blue Book. Major Long’s quotation varies in the spelling-of a few
names of places, and concludes with the words, “ which territory is called
Ossiniboia.”

t This treaty is signed by Lord Selkirk and the following chiefs:—
Moche W. Keocab (Le sonent). Ouekidvat (Grande oreilles).
Mechudewikonaie (La robe noir). Kayajiekebinoa (L’homme noir).
Pegowis.

1 Page 445, Report from the Select Committee on the Hudson’s Bay
Company.
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tribe of Indians of whom I am chief then lived, were

taken possession of, without permission of mys%ffor my
tribe, by a body of white settlers. For the sake of peace,

I, as the representative of my tribe, allowed them to re-

main on our lands on their promising that we should be
well paid for them by a great chief, who was to follow
them. This great chief, whom we call the Silver Chief
(the Earl of Selkirk), arrived in the spring after the war
between the North-west and Hudson’s Bay Companies
(1817). He told us he wanted land for some of his
eountrymen, who were very poor in their own country;
and I consented, on the condition that he paid well for
my tribe’s land, he could have from the confluence of the
Assinniboine to near Maple Sugar Point on the Red River
(a distance of twenty to twenty-four miles), following the
course of the river, and as far back on each side of the
river as a horse could be seen under (easily distinguished).
The Silver Chief told us he had little with which to pay
us for our lands when he made this arrangement, in con-
sequence of the troubles of the North-west Company.
He, however, asked us what we most required for the
present, and we told him we would be content till the
following year;when he promised again to return, to take
only ammunition and tobacco. The Silver Chief never
returned, and either his son or the Hudson’s Bay Company
have ever since paid us annually for our lands only the
small quantity of ammunition and tobacco which in the
first instance we took as a preliminary to a final bargain
about our lands.” . . .

In March, 1859, Peguis dlctated another letter on the
subject of the title of his tribe to a portion of the lands
on Red River. /This singular communication, as published
in the « Aborigines’ Frlend and Colonial Intelhgencer,” i
as follows :—
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“T Peguis, X (his mark), Salteaux Chief of the Indian Settlement at

Red River, wish to make my statement to the Great House across the great
waters.

“I and my people have our minds much disturbed by the Hudson’s Bay
Company, because the said Company have never arranged with me for our
lands. 'We never sold our lands to the said Company, nor to the Earl of
Selkirk; and yet the said Company mark out and sell our lands without
our permission. Is this right? I and my people do not take their property
from them, without giving them great value for it, as furs and other things,
and is it right that the said Company should take our landed property from
us without our permission, and without our receiving payment for the same ?
I have asked the said Company for payment, through their agents, and I
asked Mr. Mactavish for the same thing, last spring, but I got nothing for
my lands.

“If 1 were nearer the Great House, I would speak much and loud. I
and my people are disturbed, and will the Great House approve of another
Fur Company being chartered from Canada? Will there be another Com-
pany for the North and another for the South? Will the Great House.
sanction more hostilities as before, when there were two Fur Companies
trading in our country? d will another Company take in land for five
miles on each side of theé great road to be made between this place and
Canada, without consulting me and my brother chiefs? I speak loud:
listen! We have had enough of all Fur Companies. Please send us out
rather mechanics and implements to help our families in forming settle-
ments, and to secure as reserves, &c.

“1, Peguis, X (his mark), moreover, hereby agree with the letters which
my brother chiefs, Makasis, Kes-kisimakurs and Wa-was-ka-sis, sent across
the great waters to Mr. Isbister, and to the Aborigines’ Protection Society
last spring about our lands, and pray the great Mother to take us all under
her own protection, and to rule the country for us herself. -

“PEGUIS, x (1118 mark).

“@Given under my hand this 21st day of March, 1859.

“Signed by Peguis, Saulteaux Chief of the Indian Settlement, in the
presente of the undersigned,

. . . “JoserE MONEMAN,
“Jorx Horg.”

In reply to this “statement to the Great House,” Mr.
Andrew McDermott,a well-known, influential, and wealthy
Red River trader, who has been in the country since
1812, refers to the treaty with Lord Selkirk, stating that
since the date of the treaty,the Indians, or their descendants
named therein, have received an annual payment of 8.
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sterling from the Hudson’s Bay Company*, and calls
attention to the notice conspicuously posted by order of
the chiefs in various parts of the settlement in 1858,
warning the settlers that if they cut hay beyond the two-
mile boundary referred to in their treaty with Lord Sel-
\ kirk, their stacks would be destroyed. The letter called
forth a strong expression of opinion from a large meeting
of half-breeds convened for the purpose on the 7th March,
1860, when the following resolutions were adopted :—

“1st. That the Cree chief, Senna, who has the best claim to this country,
never disposed of it to the Earl of Selkirk or the Hudson’s Bay Company.

“2nd. That the Hudson’s Bay Company do not, as is alleged, pay 8.
sterling per annum to each of the five chiefs mentioned in Mr. McDermott’s
letter.

“3rd. That the paltry presents given to some or all of these chiefs for
many years after 1816, were not given in the way of payment for lands;
but merely to keep them friendly towards the Company. The friendship of
these chiefs was important, not only because their hostility might have
been dangerous, but because they could, by using their influence with their
people, bring a large quantity of furs to the Company

“ gth. That presents similar to those given after the year 1816, were
given for thirty or forty years before that date, for the purpose of “keeping
in” with the Indians; and given not only to the chiefs of this district, but
to every influential Indian throughout the country.

¢ 5th. That as no proper arrangement has been made with the native
tribes regarding their lands, the ¢half-breeds’ who are now on the soil,
and who, besides being natives, are the immediate representatives of these
tribes, ought to use every legitimate means to urge their claims to con-
sideration in any arrangement which the Imperial Government may see fit
to malke.

“With these points agreed upon, it was resolved to adjo
until the month of May or June, When the vari iefs referred to would
be in the settlement, and when ce ersons who were now out winter-
ing, would also be her Troborate the above facts.”

t would be altogether premature to discuss the claims
presented by different nations and chiefs to the Red River

> .
* This statement is not substantiated by the evidence of Sir George
Simpson, Blue Book, Question 109.
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country ; but it is clearly evident that the subject will
require close investigation and prompt action in order to
avoid troublesome disputes. It is also apparent that the
calls of humanity, the interests of the new colony, and
the claims of the Indians, imperatively demand that the
natives should be paid for their lands in such a manner
that the future to them may not possess the sad and hope-
less aspect which has too longunet-the gaze of the Indian
race in Canada, whose hunting-grounds have been pur-
chased with much apparent commiseration for their con-
dition, but with tardy and inadequate attempts to arrest
the fate which, under such neglect, inevitably awaits them.

The Americans ha‘ve secured a tract of country thirty .

miles deep on either side of Red River, extending from
the boundary line to Buffalo River,on the east bank and
Goose River on the west bank. The area of this tract
is between 4,000,000 and 5,000,000 acres, and the sum
paid for.it was 30,000 cash, and £10,000 per annum for
twenty years, #2000 of this annuity being reserved by
the President, and applied to the improvement
Indians. The date of this treaty is 1851

TRoss says* that the Assinniboines, Plain Crees, and the
Q]lbWZlyS (Sa all laid claim to the land, but the
jibways has always been most disputed, they
being invaders of the country; yet, being found by the
Americans on the spot, they were recognized as the lords
paramount of the soil. Their principal chiefs, however,
absented themselves, being distrustful, lukewarm, and un-
willing to sell their lands; and the treaty. was ratified
with those of secondary rank who attended the meeting,
summoned by the Governor of Minnesota.

* Appendix to the Red River Settlement, &ec.
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CHAP. XXXIT.
MISSIONARY LABOUR AND ITS RESULTS.

Indians in Canada.—Distinction between Indian Nations and Tribes.—The
Ojibways and Mistassins.— Families, Nations, Tribes, and Bands.—
Indian Families of Rupert’s Land and Canada.— The Algonquins and
Iroquois,—The Hurons or Wyandots.—Dispersion of the Hurons.— The

- Iroquois Confederation.— Statistics, of Indians in Canada.—Canadian
Special Commission.—The’ Indian Department.— Efforts to ameliorate
the Condition of Indians.— The Manitoulin Islands and the Mission at
Manitouaning. —The Roman Catholic Missions.—Their School and
Village. — Wikwemikong.,— Wesleyan Methodist Missions. — Indian
Labour Schools.— Cause of the Failure.— Condition of some Indian
Villages in Canada.— The Indians of the Northern Coast of Lakes Huron
and Superior.— Treaty with these Indians.—Distribution of Annuities.—
Hudson’s Bay Company.—Sale of Birthrights.—Suggestion with Reference
to a Permanent Fund for the Supervision and Instruction of Indians.—
Lands surrendered by Indians in Canada.—Testimony of Missionaries and
Agents in Relation to Indians.—~ Advantage of Settled Homes.— Compact
Reservations.— Indian Progress in Michigan.—:At Red Lake.—At Red
River.— Suggestions with regard to the Ameloration of the Condition
of Indians generally. — Missionary Labour in Rupert’s Land.— The
School-house.—Suggestion for the Establishment of a General Store for’
Outposts. — Native Language.—The Bishop of Rupert’s Land. — His
Charge, January, 1860.—The Earl of Southesk.— A Christian Assin-
niboines’ Band.—The Church in the Wilderness.

THE prospective condition of the Indian race in Rupert’s
Tand will be greatly dependent upon the steps which
may be taken by the future government of the country,
to provide for their instruction in the Christian religion;
their assumption of a settled mode of life, and their con-
sequent advancement in civilization.

The* experiénce of a century in: Canada cannot be
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overlooked in any discussion of the measures which
appear to commend themselves for encouragement or
adoption, in order to secure the amelioration of the con-
dition of this people, whose claims upon the sympathy
and protection of the civilized invaders of their hunting-
grounds no hurane man can dispute. A partial fore-
knowledge of their destiny, under providence, may be
gleaned from an-examination of the condition of Indians
living in the midst or on the borders of civilized com-
munities, where experiments for their benefit have long
been tried, and where the results are perfectly well but
not widely known.

It must be borne in mind that there is as broad a dis-
tinction between Indian nations and even the tribal bands
of the same nation, as between Europeans or Asiatics of
separate origin or nationality. The stately and intelli-
gent Ojibways, who formerly occupied #he country about
Lake Superior and the north shore of Lake Huron, and
are now scattered from Lake Ontario to the Grand Forks
of the Saskatchewan, ought not to be brought into com-
parison and classed with the barbarous Mistassins, who
hunt and fish on the lower St. Lawrence, although both-
nations belong to the same great family, and speak
dialects of a common language.

Even among different tribes of the same nation, great
distinctions are found to prevail, which may be generally

“traced to the physical characters of the country they

inhabit. The Swampy Crees of Lake Winnipeg are far
inferior to their brethren of the prairies, and the Ojibways
of Tecamamionen or Rainy. Lake, are superior to other
tribes of the same nation who hunt on the north shores of
Lakes Huron and Superior. The same remark applies
to “ Bands” belonging to different tribes. The Berens
River Band, and the Bloody River Band on Lake Winni-
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peg are low in the scale when compared with the
Dauphin River Band, and those who hunt on Lake
Manitobah. These minor points arise into importance
in reviewing the progress made by different bands, when