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REPORT

Purpose of the project

A group of NGO representatives and academics committed to the promotion of
international human rights domest 'ically initially came together to discuss the effective
implementation of international hiiman rights in Canada. They focussed on the need to
develop mechanisms that would permit better linkages amongst civil society groups, on
the one hand. and between civil society and govemrment on the other.



" During the review of Canada's Report on the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, Hon. Hedy Fry committed to set up a Committee of Parliament to
hear NGO concerns about future Reports by the govenment of Canada. She also said
she would take back a recommendation that the Canadian Commission on Human
Rights be able to examine and report on implementation of international treaty rights
in Canada.

" United Nations officials, including Kofi Annan and Mary Robinson, have called for
increased effort in the implementation of international human rights instruments.

" Canadian non-governmental organizations that use international human rights
instruments for their work at the domestic and / or international level have expressed
a need for better interaction, communication, and sharing of skills, resources and
information.

" During the recent reviews of Canada's Reports on the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and on the International Covenant on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights, several Canadian civil society groups traveled to the United Nations
to make presentations to the UN Committees. Numerous others expressed interest
but could not find funding to go to New York or Geneva.

" During public consultations on the World Trade Organisation's agreement, civil
society groups have called for increased citizens' participation and government
accountability.

" Canada reports to six Treaty Bodies; of those 6 reports, 4 are presently due (according
to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Treaty Bodies



Objectives of the project

The goals, objectives and outputs of the project were:

Goals:
- To propose monitoring and enforcement mechanisms that make international human

rights provisions more effective and useful to affected constituencies in Canada.
- To develop and on-going plan to:

. Provide civil society input into the review of the mandate of the Canadian Human
Rights Commission and of the Canadian Human Rights Act.

. Suggest means to facilitate civil society participation in the monitoring of and
reporting on the implementation of internationally recognized human rights in
Canada. Ways of working with the new Senate Committee on Human Rights will
be explored as one mechanism for civil society participation.

• Encourage greater federal-provincial collaboration in the ratification and
implementation of international human rights instruments.

Objectives:
- To advance the implementation of international human rights in Canada.
- To develop a greater understanding of Canada's human rights instruments

internationally and domestically, and of their interdependence.
- To identify points of intersection between human rights constituencies in Canada and

to encourage collaboration between them.
- To facilitate the sharing of information, policy advocacy skills and resources amongst

civil society groups working to promote human rights in Canada and internationally.

will be voted upon in the final



-"JImplementing International Human Rights Commitmnents: The Difficulties of
Divided Jusrisdiction," by David Scbneiderman.

The consultation was attended by invitation only. Participants were selected on the
basis of their expertise in the field of human riglits, and with a view to bringing together
as inclusive and representative a group as possible. Among the constituencies
represented were: aboriginal peoples, refuiges, women, disabled people, religious
communities, the poor and the homeless, prisoners, children, workers, visible minorities.
Experts on development and trade issues were also present. A total of 42 participants, al
noted activists and academics, attended the Consultation. The complete list of
participants is annexed.

Participants had been provided with reading materials prior to the consultation: the 3
above discussion papers, 1 newspaper article by Jeffery Wilson on the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, and 2 documents from the United Nations: the Concluding
observations of the Comrniittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: Canada

(E/C. 12/1/Add.3 1, 10 Dec. 1998) and the Concluding observations of the Human Rights

Committee: Canada (CCPRICI79IAdd. 105, 7 April 1999).

DAY 1: Friday November 26, 1999, 9:3Oam - 9pm.

The methodology was to alternate plenary sessions and small working group sessions.
The first morning was spent in plenary. The day started with opening remarks by the
Hon. Lois M. Wilson, Senator. Tom Clark of the Inter-Church Committee for Refugees
and a member of the Ad Hoc Organizing Committee for the Consultation followed,
reviewing objectives and methodology. After self-introductions by ail in attendance,
there were panel presentations on the following topics:



observers from federal government departments were also in attendance during the panel:
Adèle Dion, Director, Human Rights Division, Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade, and Bruno Scheire, Manager of the Human Rights Program,
Department of Canadian Heritage. Following panel presentations the floor was opened
for questions from participants. The panel presentation and subsequent discussions were
filmed to be aired on the Cable Public Affairs Channel (CPAC).

DAY 2: Saturday November 27, 1999, 9:30am - 5pm.

At a plenary session during the 3 Rapporteurs presented the results of the discussions
of the 3 working groups. This was followed by comments from the participants from the
group, and then by general comments and questions by all in attendance.

During lunch, the 4 members of the Ad Hoc Organising Committee worked with the
facilitators to produce a list of 10 areas for action emerging from the Working Groups'
reports. This list was presented and discussed in plenary durign the afternoon session.
As a result of these discussions, the list was expanded to include 11 areas for action, and
volunteers were found to act as lead actor and contact point for follow-up actions in each
of these areas.

Results

Short-term/narrower results

Forty-two leading experts on human rights from across Canada representing various
constituencies came together for a 2-day consultation. Linkages were created between
organisations and individuals working on international issues and those working on
domestic issues. Fruitful exchanges took place on issues of policy analysis and on the
development of synergetic strategies to effect the implementation of human rights. Three
discussion papers were produced. Participants had a chance to talk to parliamentarians



conclusion of the consultation, participants agreed upon an Action Plan covering 11
priority areas:

a) review of the Canadian Human Rights Act (write letters);
b) on-going communication amongst participants by electronic means (a list-server has

been established);
c) human rights implementation for Aboriginal People(s) (write a letter; an issues paper

has been circulated through the list-server);
d) parliamentary strategies (a follow-up committee has been established to develop

strategies);
e) Social Union Framework Agreement (prepare NGO input into the upcoming review

of the Framework; write a strategy paper);

f) Federal-Provincial-Territorial Continuing Committee of Officials on Human Rights
(develop strategies to open this body to NGO participation; write a letter);

g) education on human rights (survey resources; work with schools of journalism and of
law);

h) petitions to the Human Rights Committee (share information);
i) Canadian Association of Statutory Human Rights Agencies (write a letter);
j) treaty ratification (lobby); and
k) trade and human rights (write a common platform; share resources and information).

For each of these areas, one or more participants volunteered to be the lead actor(s) and

contact point(s).

Women

Out of the 42 participants more than half (i.e., 24) were women. Women's rights
were an important aspect of all discussions and are taken into account in all follow-up
activities.

Evaluation methods

Quantifiable results include: the number of participants (44), the 3 papers
nroduced for the consultation, the number of final reports produced and distributed, the



attend a Quebec Liberal caucus that night. Moreover, Senators generally leave Ottawa on
Thursdays, and numerous Senators sent regrets on that account.

FoIIow-up activities

A Final Report was prepared and distributed to participants and to other interested
parties. There is on-going commiunication amongst participants through the list-server
and follow-up actions are being taken in the eleven areas mentioned above.





ANNEX: LIST 0F PARTICIPANTS, OBSERVERS AND FRIDAY
NIGHT PANELISTS (ail are participants unless otherwise indicated):

Ackerly, Jacquie
National Anti-Poverty Organisation
419 - 1243 Bay St.
Victoria BC V8T 4X4
Ph: (250) 380-2627
Fax: (250) 361-3541
E-mail: iackerlyl 00(lhotmail.com
Web: httr)://www.napo-onap.ca

Aiken, Sharryn
Centre for Refugee Studies
York University
Ph: (416) 736-5189
Fax: (416) 736-5837
E-mail: sliaMMynorku.ca

Allmand, Warren

Andreychuk, Hon. Raynell
(Friday night panelist)
The Senate of Canada
Ottawa ON Ki A 0A4
Ph: (613) 947-2239
Fax: (613) 996-6163

Bennett, Carolyn M.P.
(Friday night panelist)
House of Commons
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa ON KI A 0A6
Ph: (613) 995-9666
Fax: (613) 947-4622
E-mail: Bennett.Cparl.gc.é4'"

Bianchi, Ed
National Coordinator
Aboriginal Riglits Coalition
153 Laurier Ave East
Ottawa ON KIN 6NS
Ph: (613) 235-9956
Fax: (613) 235-1302
E-mail: arc(eistar.c
Web: http://home.istar.ca/-arc



Brunet, Ariane
Coordinator, Women's Rights
International Centre for Human Rights
and Democratic Development
63 rue de Brésoles, bur. 100
Montréal QC H2Y 1V7
Ph: (514) 283-6073
Fax: (514) 283-3792
E-mail: abrunet(eichrdd.ca
Web: http://www.ichrdd.ca

Buffalo, Marilyn
President
Native Women's Association of Canada
9 Meirose Avenue
Ottawa ON K1Y 118
Ph: (613) 722-3033
Fax: (613) 722-7687
E-mail: nwac acistar.ca

Clark, Tom
Coordinator
Inter-Church Committee for Refugees
129 St. Clair Ave West
Toronto ON M4V 1N5
Ph: (416) 921- 9967
Fax: (416) 921-3843

Collins, Gillian
Human Riglits Treaty Project
York University
Suite 322-C, York Lanes
4700 Keele Street
Toronto ON M3J 1P3
Ph: (416) 736-2100 x 20552
Fax: (416) 736-5575
E-mail: gcollins(&,vorku.ca

Côté, Andrée
Director of Legisiation and Law Reform
National Association of Women and the
Law
1 Nicholas Street, Suite 604
Ottawa ON KIN 7B7
Ph: (613) 241-7570
Fax: (613) 241-4657
E-mail: nawl(eftn.net

Coveil, Katherine
Director
Children's Rights Center
University College of Cape Breton
Box 5300
Sidney NS VI1P 6L2
Ph: (902) 563-1413
Fax: (902) 562-0119
E-mail: kcoveleuccb.ns.ca
Web: http://www.chiIdren/uccb.ns.ca



Day, Shelagh
Consultant
Day, Brodsky & Associates
307 West 18 'h Avenue
Vancouver BC V5Y 2A8
Ph: (604) 872-0750
Fax: (604) 874-6661
E-mail: shedav(eunixg.ubc.ca

Dion, Adèle (observer)
Director
Human Rights, Humanitarian Affairs
and International Women's Equality
Division (AGH)
Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade
125 Sussex Drive
Ottawa ON KI A 0G2
E-mail: adele.dion acdfait-rnaeci.gc.ca
Web: http://www.dfait-
rnaeci.gc.ca/human-ri glts

Eberts, Mary
Eberts Symes Street & Corbett

1 M5R 1E4

Folco, Raymonde M.P.
(Friday night panelist)
House of Commons
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa ON Ki A 0A6
Ph: (613) 992-2659
Fax: (613) 992-9469
E-mail: Èolco.R&~arl.gc.ca

Forcese, Craig
Visiting Professor
Faculty of Law, Common Law
University of Ottawa
57 Louis Pasteur St.
P.O. Box 450, Station A
Ottawa ON KIN 6N5
Ph: (613) 562-5800 x 3316
Fax: (613) 562-5124
E-mail: cforcese(euottawa.ca

Foster, John W.
Author
318 -212 1 0 th Street East
Saskatoon SK S7N 5A6
Ph: (306) 933-9810
Fax: (306) 966-5900
E-mail: foster aclaw.usask.ca

Francis, Daisy
Canada-Asia V



Gosselin, Claudie
Ph.D. Candidate, Anthropology
University of Toronto
183 Augusta Street
Ottawa ON KIN 8B9
Ph: (613) 244-1034
E-mail: claudie(eweb.net

Hecht, Mark
Deputy Director
Human Rights Internet
8 York Street, Suite 302
Ottawa ON KIN 5S6
Ph: (613) 789-7407 x 206
Fax: (613) 789-7414
E-mail: liechtna(ehi.ca
Web: http://www.hri.ca

Jackman, Martha
Professor
Faculty of Law, Common Law
University of Ottawa

John, Sungee
Ser-retary of the Board
National Action Committee on the
Status of Women
203 - 234 Eglinton Avenue East
Toronto ON M4P 1K5
Ph: (416) 932-1718
Fax: (416) 932-0646
E-mail: naceweb.net

LeBlanc, Philippe
Permanent Delegate of the Dominicans
at the UN Commission on Human Rights
372 Huron Street
Toronto ON M5S 2G4
Ph: (416) 599-4072
Fax: (416) 596-1017
E-mail: pleblanc(dweb.net
Web: http://www..fiop.or2

Lee, Steve
National Director
Canadian Centre f

x 3299

Fax:(
3 Web:



Monture-Angus, Patricia
Professor, Native Studies
University of Saskatchewan
Box 603
Turtieford SK
Ph: (306) 845-2431
Fax: (306) 845-4210
E-mail: monture<eduke.usask.ca

Morton, Bonnie
President
Charter Committee on Povcrty Issues
1821 Quebec Street
Regina SK S4P 1J6
Ph: (306) 352-6386
Fax: (306) 352-7455
E-mail: bonnie.mortoni(csk.svnipatico.ca

Onyalo, David
Director, Anti-Racism and Human
Rights Department
Canadian Labour Congress
2841 Riverside Drive
Ottawa ON KI1V 8X7
Ph: (613) 521-3400 x 419
Fax: (613) 521-6160

Peters, Yvonne
Equality Rights Lawyer (Disability
Community)
144 Riverbend Crescent
Winnipeg MB R3J 1K3
Ph: (204) 832-0681
Fax: (204) 338-8660
E-mail: yiDeters(einfpequity.mb.ca

Porter, Bruce
Coordinator, Centre for Equality Rights
in Accommodation
517 College Street, Suite 408
Toronto ON M6G 1 A8
Ph: (416) 944-0087 x 40
Fax: (416) 944-1803
E-mail: cera(eweb.net
Web: http://www.web.net/cera

Rimstad, Keith
Country Coordinator
Amnesty International (Canada)
214 Montreal Road, 4'h floor
Vanier ON KIL 1A4
Ph : (613) 744-7667 x 250
E-mail : krimstad<ilamnesty.ca

Schabas, William
Director
Irish Center for Hi

Schneiderman,
Associate Prof



Shenstone, Michael
Action Canada for Population and
Development
10 Ellesmere Place, Rockcliffe
Ottawa ON KIN 0N9
Ph : (613) 747-7143
Fax : (613) 747-7143
E-mail : mshenstone ccompu serve.coin

Singh, T. Sher
Lawyer
46 Cardin Street
P.O. Box 96
Guelph ON NIlH 3A2
Ph : (519) 821-6777
Fax : (519) 836-9688
E-mail : slher aclawyer.com

Solomon, Damian
Assistant Director
Professional Development Services
Canadian Teachers' Federation
110 Argyle Avenue
Ottawa ON K2P 1 B4
Ph : (613) 232-1505
Fax : (613) 232-1886
E-mail :dsolo Ccctf-fce.ca

Wiseberg, Laurie
Executive Director
Human Rights Internet
8 York Street, Suite 302
Ottawa ON KIN 5S6
Ph: (613) 789-7407 x 201
Fax: (613) 789-7414
E-mail: laurie achui.ca
Web: http://www.hri.ca
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