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We wisp to publish the Game Laws of
re;” Brunsioick and Nova §£otlh. Cor-
) a"’ldmls in the above Provinces would do
fog ‘favour by addressing authentic copes to

raig Street, Montreal.

THE NATASHQUAN.

s The Tiver bearing the above name, meaning

°re the seals laid,” enters the sea on the
iiiahn Shore of the Lower St. Lawrencc,‘ s0me
Paiy, % below the settlement of Esquimanx
of ‘; and almost opposite the north-cast cnd‘
Nag sland of Anticosti. The harbour of
Bae: dUan is 244 marine miles from Gaspé

in
the

> and 372 from Quebec. The entrance to
from, lt;:" is about four and a halt miles cast
8 thg © 8ettlement, and the whole of the coast
“mip&ce consists of sand. Tron sand also

to N many places in abundance. It appears
ey} that ¢,0 Natashquan has been during
teﬁo“ges, a great drift outlet from the far in-
the ; > 88 on it banks for twenty miles inland,
Chiefon 8and can be found at this day. The
thig riv;‘e Mountain Indiansinformed us that
Progeq, decrea&.xes in width and depth as one
f 3 Dorth; it branches off into a number
fap 3, MVulets, and that iron sand is scen
: ?gone Interior. Its estuary has doubtless
tolg the e ‘many Far]y changes, and we are
.- or "i 8till continue. The channels of the
it g; c“hgl':eatly encullmbered by sand, making
the cq, Or an ordinary keeled boat to reach
1 ) wl;nﬁar the falls. This was the case in
Sous s;l two men were required to pole the
ang the ¢ ﬁam. H'alf way between the estuary
l“ug ishng » the river is blocked up by three
ety ch:, Producing a strong current on the
reet’ bat 0:nel. The fall is not more than nine
o ig account .of an almost square].y
ey and ‘above it, the force of water is
was the daring attempt to leap this
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nine feet fall in a canoe, that cost Mr. Astley
his life last sumuner. During the year 1867,
only one salmon netting station was allowed by
Government, anid it placed in ealt water one
mile west of the Hudson Bay Post.. We are
now informed that there are nine or ten salmon
nets placed in the estuary ; two from the large
sand island in the centre of the river outlet ;
one a short distance west of the Post, and three
above it on the same side, and four from the
opposite bank. Now we believe this is over
doing a river, which was always considered a
good surface fishing one. It is therefore no
wonder that Salmo salar i8 becoming scarce in
this wholesale dry-salting, smoking and fin-
canning age. The Natashquan from its coast-
arenaceus sitnation, and wide extent of estuary
will always be a good salmon river, but many
agencies are at work to destroy its prolific pro-
ticiency ; for instance, during our visit we made
a charge before Commander Fortin against the
Indians then camping near the Post, to the
etfect that when they depart for the north in
August or September, up the Natashjuan,
they reside close to the salmon spawning
grounds, and spear the fish indiscriminately,
The speared salmon are spread open, dried,
smoked, or formed into heaps in the woods
for future use in case of want, or not being,
successful in the capture of caribou ; but should
they be fortunate in obtaining plenty of the
latter, these heaps of speared salmon are not
required, but are allowed to rot or become food
for Labradorian quadrupeds. The Chief on
being asked if the charge was true, answered
that it was perfectly true; that he had no con-
trol over his people at this time. He honestly
stated they speared the salmon to revenge the
Government for taking from them the liberty
of fishing the rivers when visiting the mission,
What is to prevent these Mountain Indians,
who range the coast from the Saguenay tq
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Blanc Sablon, from acting in like manner ? If
this aystem of destruction has been carried on
since 1867, we cannot wonder that salmon are
scarce. If the ealmon entering the north-
ern rivers were allowed to carry ont natural
laws, the Labradorian spawning grounds would
ultimately attain their native fruitfulness, and
the surface and extnary net-lishing in these
rivers become the most celebrated in the world.
When we visited Natashquan there stood an
old dilapidated shanty opposite the pools, on
the beams of which were recorded the fishing
scores of the gentlemen who were there on pre-
vious years. To day it has a camp building
almost equal to those on the Godbout or Moisic.

THE MONTMORENCY.

A good Brook Trout river entering the St.
Lawrence about six miles east of the city of
Quebec, where its waters fall from a height of
two hundred and fifty feet, known as the “ Fully
of Montmorency.” The locality is historical
and a source of attraction to tourists and others
visiting the ancient capital.  About two miles
above the < Falls ” the scenery is primitively
grand; limestone rock margins its banks;
lere it is formed into ¢ natural steps,” about a
foot in thickness, and for half a mile they
recede one above the other to the height of
twenty feet, as regularly as f made by the hand
of man. On the right bank, there is a terrace
of similar rock, a short distance above the
present bed of the river, retaining evidence that
long before the era of civilization, and while
the limestone was in a soft state, a powerfn]
stream passed over it, as indicated by the pre.
gence of deep pot-holes containing stones
formed globular by the friction of the water,
In the woods adjacent, are marks of éarly
agriculture, resembling plough-ridges, pro-
bably the work of troops encamped in the
locality during the war. Further up are
the ¢ Saubles,” where the rocks are covered
with sand rolled down beneath the torrent
of ages. From this point upwards there
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may be found some good Brook Trout, certainly
when the river is low in June. It is considered
a good day’s fishing to wade from the ¢ Sau-
bles” to the < Three Falls,” near the parish of
Laval. If a Quebecer ‘goes for two days, the
tirst start is generally in the vicinity of the
¢ Saubles;” he wudes the stream as far as
« Moore’s,” resting for the night, and returning
next morning fishing down with the current to
the « Saubles,” leaving the latter place at seven
o'clock, and arriving at Quebee about ten p-m.
There are some deep cool pools in Laval, parish
of Montmorency, and the fish are of larger size
as one proceeds towards the “ Beaver Mea-
dows,” further north.  The river is an outlet
of Snow Lake, a large body of water in the nor-
thern portion of the County of Montmorency.
The Lake is said to contain Jarge trout, com- .
monly called lunge or Lake Trout, which are
generally fished for through the ice in winter.

FISH PLANTING IN LAKE ONTARIO.

The employes of the Govermment Fishery
Department at Newcastle, Ontario, are alive
and at work. It is stated that about 16,000
young salmon trout and 3,000 Californian
salmon fry were placed in the lake a short
time ago. The fishes are planted, indeed, at
the risk of their lives, because the little crea-
tures are not strong enough to take care of
themselves, and it is possible, where there
are 850 many pike, bass and other ravenous
fishes and black water snakes, that the result
of the planting will never be seen again. Yet,
we are told by the knowing ones of the Depart-
ment that each of these fishes will weigh from
four to seven pounds at the end of three or
four years. It is our wish to encourage fish
breeding, and to see that every food fish indi-
genous to the Dominion should have proper
facilities to propagate its species. There are
many existing natural obstacles placed againat
the propagation of salmon in this country,
which the Government should make efforts to
take away. We are satisfied regarding the



S

THE CANADIAN SPORTSMAN AND NATURALIST.

43

t::l:ly anfi good results derived from salmon
Jac; mg in the neighbourhood of‘ the sea, but
lake "g young fish in a ].arge m]arfd bay or
ene.,- wh.ere the water is swarming with
one nlex?, IS'a. blind proceeding, producing not
SClentific result; it is actually absurd.
:’Oﬂt all the fish will be wasted, and the few
w SUrvive will doubtless leave the dangerous
™, never to return again. Have we not
threedy Proved that shad pass annually from
2 to Lake Ontario, and by so doing

whi U that the lake is not land-locked to fishes
t Tequire a change of water? Therefore,
to l':‘]tl that shad pass up the St. Lawrence
h‘“ehedngton Bay, is strong proof that salmon
likep,, , O the north shore of the lake are not
he remain behind, while they can find
Whag %Y to the sea. If this is not the case,
‘Year aﬂ:ﬂ become of all the salmon hatchefi
hag the T year at Newcastle? What hencfit
i8 50y Country derived commercially trom
'€ to make up the annual outlay of

One o .
Sustain thig establishment ?

WILD RICE.

. hi:tultivation of Wild Rice has been to a
inlay w:;lt successful when undertaken in th.c
p"l'tly \ nerF of Western Canada, where it.lS
Pon, i, 1, ative, a.r.xd now. it may be found in
ho av““ab]eﬂ and rivers in Ontario. We have
: ant ¢ € record of how far north this aqua-
'dinary t]l; cer.eal can grow, but it seems extra-
empy | at in the Province of Quebec no
o 138 been made to experiment with its
the, o 0 the British side of Lake Champlain
d“ﬂtione man'y available localities for the intro-
in), - Of' wild rif . geed, and although we
the " will not grow north of latitnde 46.50,
of the S tSIII:;uId Le sown in places at firat south
me " Lawrence, where, if it succeeds, and

the 8 acclimatized to the combined waters,
be . . Bo0d localities on the north side could
F witg It induces the presence of all kinds
it Vater fowl in the autumn. In the west
8 In water six or cight feet deep, and the

red-winged blackbird, ducks and waders resort
there and afford fine shooting. Sportsmen’s
Clubs are using every effort to extend its growth
in Canada. It is also said that where it grows
prolifically, it has been cut before seed-time by
manufacturers, who find its fibre, taken from
the under surface of the water to a depth of
six or seven feet to be very valuable. It affords,
it is said, the strongest kind of fibre known for
making bank note parchment paper.

GOOD ANGLING PROSPECTS.

We have been informed since the Fighery
Department at Ottawa, and the Fish and Game
Club of the Province of Quebec stopped net
fishing, that Maskilongé, Black Bass, Pike-
perch, and other good food fishes occur abun-
dantly in local waters this year. Of course, the
abundance of the fiches is mainly attributed
to this mode of preservation, which may be the
casc, but we are aware that fish, like terrestrial
animals, have an occasional prolific specific
year, Be this the case or not, there is a pros-
peet that anglers will have good sport this
season.

THE QUEBEC MARMOT.

(Artomys empetra.)

This quadruped, a rodeut, allied to the
ground squirrel (Zamias), does not occur to
our knowledge on the Island of Montreal. Tt is,
however, common in many other portions of
Canada. The following remarks are made
from one which we have had from the Eastern
‘Pownehips. It is larger than the Alpine Mar-
mot. Its head is smaller in proportion, and
round; its ears are very short; its cheeks are
ash gray, and its nose black. The fur is of a
curious roan colour from the hairs being gray
beneath, black in the middle, and white at the
tips; the belly and legs are of a high-toned
fawn, approaching to orange ; the toes are black
and naked ; the tail sbort and rather bushy.
This specics inhabits Hudson Bay and the nor-
thern parts of Canada. It is a solitary animal,
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burrows in the earth, but it ascends bushes and
trees in search of buds and bark on which it
feeds. It also eats certain species of coarse
grasses, which grow near water. Indians cap-
ture it by pouring water into its holes. The tesh
is considered delicate when the animal is fat.
Tt may be adelicacy to the aborigine, but to the
white man, its strong flavor is against it. It
is easily domesticated, The teeth are strong,
and formed similar to those of the Beaver. The
linings of the mouth indicate rudiments of
cheek pouches. When annoyed it produces a
hissing noise. Milk pleascs these animals
greatly, and they lap it with sounds of pleasure.

GAME ‘IN THE NORTH-WEST
TERRITORY.

Last Apil, Messrs. Bird and Ballendine
started for four days on the plains in pursuit of
feathered game. The former shot forty-three
geese, three swan and fifty ducks. Mr. Bal-
lendine bagged the same amount of geese aml
swan, but did not care to waste shot on ducks.
One of the swans shot by Mr. Bird measured
seven feet seven inches from the tip of the
wings ; four feet three inches from the beak to
tail, and weighed twenty-five pounds. It was
sent to be stutted for Chief Factor Clarke of
Carleton. What a grand country for the sports-
man.

THE BRITISH SKY-LARK IN AMERICA.

Several years ago, a number of Sky-Larks
were liberated on Long Island, U.S., with the

object of acclimatizing the birds. Nothing|
further was seen of them nntil early in May |
last, one was heard by Mr. John Burroughs, a
writer for Seribner’s Magazine, who says that

he sees no reason why the British Sky-lark |
should not thrive in America as well as in|
Europe. Acting on this suggestion, Mr. Charles L
R. Rowe, of Cornwall, England, an enthusiastic ,
admirer of Mr. B.’s writings, has sent him o)
number of Sky-larks which arrived safely in:
New York, and have been forwarded to Mr.

e

Burroughs at Esopus-on-the-Hudson, where
they will be set free. The Editor of this jour”
nal contemplates having a pair of British Jack-
daws sent out this summer. When this bird if
properly domesticated, it is doubtless mi¢’;
chievous and a thief, but with these exception$
we will be compensated by its odd tricks.

MONTREAL BRANCH, ENTOMOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF ONTARIO,

- The Eighth Annual Meecting of this Society
was held on the 10th of May. The followind
gentlemen were elected to office for the ensuin
year i—

President—Mr. H. H. Lyman, M.A.

Viee-President—Mr. William Couper.

Secretary—Mr. George J. Bowles.

Curator—Mr. George Bowles.

Council, Messra. Robert Jack (Chateaugll"y
Basin), I. B. Caulfield, and R. Burland.

Several new members were elected, and the
Annual Report gave a ratisfactory statemen®
of the condition of the Society.

A paper entitled “ Notes on some species of
Iymenoptera oceurring at Montreal,” W8
read by Mr. F. B. Caulfield, and another o
“Instinet in Tnsects,” by Mr. G.J. Bowle
We regret that want of space prevents vé
from publishing these papers, but we are g]‘d -
to say that the study of this interesting bran® .
of Natural History—Eutomology—is b‘f'ng
zealously carried on by this Society, Pﬂr"am«
larly as regards the insects of the Islan
Montreal.

RESOURCES OF THE NORTH-WEST'

Professor Macoun of Belleville, OntaTiy
who delivered a lecture last March before bt
“ Ottawa Tield Naturalist’s Club,” oP G
Geographical Distribution of Plants an¢
mals of the Nortb-west,” enunciated an ‘
tant law accounting for the well-known
crop of grain secured so far north, 4. €7 o
law of reproduction, which was “foll‘e
increased as plants approached their O“W‘
northern limit. Hence, the cereals grow? ™

T
>
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dingy; ‘
e:_s"Eth alluded to,’so near the extreme north-
th Mit, were found to be more prolific than
cap c“_gl'()wn anywhere else Ordmanly_ on an
hingg wheat grown in Ontario each fascile con-
ave but two grains. In Winnipeg they
four two and a half, at Prince Albert
f()nn’da“d at Edmonton the wheat ears were
ear o to average nearlv five faciles across the
};enx!endmg the whole Iength of the liead.
algg § % wag taken into account that the heads
ngg NCreaged in length it was not difticult to
Wou], and that the samne number of stal ks tln.;t
Woy) Produce 15 bushels to the acre in Outario
from, gm‘oduce 25 bushels at Winnipeg, and
Of tha to 40 bushels farther north. Speaking
oy Brasses found in the various parts of the
differey the Professor stated that there was no
te e hetween the grasses grown under the
ase of the Rocky Mouuntains and those
rior Tther cast, commonly supposed to be
In quality. The only difference wax

: 1€ dry plains of the sonth hardly any
Jthay - Produce a Jarge crop of seed, and from

gmsne:“i!e the fodder afforded by the natural
Clagg h""&B richer in nutriment cqualling first
“lat%ay~ He referred to the popular beliet
ang 2e fatten on the grazing lands of Texas
Chy a"’f‘ districts in the south, which he
Cugto, 11%2ed ag a fallacy as shown by the
1 Orthwaa"")ngst grazers of driving their herds
lo 4 We])r to fatten. This was alsoin obedience
Whigh, - <nown botanical and geological law,
Are fouﬁrovlded that the farther north animals
On fyy o the greater their capacity for putting

Bregy ;- U this ground he was convinced of the
Ny Cat"t?ntagog possessed by the North West
Crreg i © raising country. The lecturer re-
_ Noﬂ]\ &Cldentally to the fuel supply of the
fun €8, and ventured to say that there was
 With, Wealt), in the form of great peat bogs
Jlure o 0Tty miles of Winnipeg, the manufac-

Ao v !
{ Conyep: Viich could be proscented with great

'ence in that dry climate.”

—_—

SCIENTIFIC REVIEW,

of Speotyto cunicularia var. hypo-

1 of Eremophila alpestris, by
- W. Snureor, UL S, Anny.,

Ing 6ewt\m birds above named, one the Burrow-
O the &?"I‘}CI} “ occurs on the prairies west
"Pecies 188issippi, notably in the villages of
"?\vg o o ‘armot Squirrels, the deserted byr-
hldiﬁcnt-“’hlch It oceupies for the purpose of
Order t’°D~ Perhaps no species in the great

O which it belougs, have less linited

Oﬂ%logy

Y

I
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power of flight, none so habitually congregate
together in certain localities and choose the
open treeless country as their resort, and make
their nests underground.” Mr, Shufeldt exhibits
expertness in being & correct comparative ana-
tomist, as every portion of the skeleton of the
bird is illustrated with great care ; all portions
of which are fully explained in the text. There
are three plates on the structure of the Bur-
rowing Owl. Also, the osteology of the Shore
Lark (E. alpestris,) & bird said to nest on the
leland of Montreal, is illustrated. Mr. S. was
fortunate in obtaining several hundred speci-
mens in March, 1880, He rays—s< Ag they
afterwards lay on the table of my study, one
would almost have said before submitting them
to careful scrutiny and examination, that not
only was true alpestris represented, but lew-
coliema and chrysc lema, described by modern
writers. | have never seen the black pectoral
crescent of this bird in the low position in which
Audubon represents it in his work.”_ Mr. S.
has evidently identified but one species, i. e,
alpestris, and his description of the skeleton,
simply reminds the student tlnat; of_the sevem.l
genera that go to make up the family Alaudi-
da, or Larks, but one genus has fallen to the
lot of the North American fauna, and that tl.lev
genus contains but one species, i. ¢. alpestris.

Corresponoence.

SPORTING AND NATURAL HISTORY
CAPABILITIES OF BELLEVILLE,
ONTARIO.

Sir, —As 1 understand from your prospectus
that the indication of favourable sporting and
collecting localities is 10 form a prominent, as
it will certainly be a valuable, feature in your
serial, I believe I will be domg a kindness to
many of my fellow sportsmen and naturalists
by making them aware of the advantagesoffered
to them by this locality. The city of Belleville
is situated on the north shore of the Bay of
Quinte, at the mouth of the River Moira. Hotel
and private accommodations are to be had of
excellent quality, and at most reasonable fares,
The Bay swarms with fish,—~pike, pickerel,
(doré), maskilonge, black and Oswego bass,
pereh, lake trout, roek bass, sturgeon, suckers,
cat-tish, sun-fish, herring, whitefish, and eels
are taken from its waters. The bass are espe-
cially fine; I have taken them miyself up to
34 Ibs. weight, and I saw one some years ago
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taken by Mr. C. Pauli, gunmaker, upwards of
7 lbs. First-rate sport can be had on the
<« bars,” within a circle of a mile from the
harbour mouth, and boats and boatmen, with
all requisites can always be iad. To the orni-
thologist Belleville aftords a fine field for col-
lecting ; the neighboring woods afford shelter to |
various birds of prey, from the bald eagle

down to the sparrow-hawk and shrike ; the bay

is the favorite resort of many ducks, loons,
grebes, gnlls, terns, and shore-birds, while the
extensive marshes of Ameliasburgh, harbour
herons, bitterng, mud-hens, gnipe, rails, and
other waders, and the golden plover frequents
the commons in large tlocks. Professor Macoun

has collected during last winter and spring over
70 species of birds, a list ¢f which I hope
to be able to send shortly. About four
miles below the city is Massassauga (Mis-
sissaugua) Point, one of the most picturesque
sites on our lovely bay. Here a large area is
being fitted up as a summer resort, with |
a hotel and several detached cottages,and it is |
intended to place it in hourly connection with |
the city by a special steamboat. Here are also
held the regettas of the Belleville Yacht Club,

Having within its limits the terminus of the
Grand Junction and Belleville-and North

Hastings Railways, Belleville offers every
facility for visiting the mining and hunting
districts of Hastings and Peterborough Coun-
ties, where the geologist can study the confor-

mation of the Laurentian and Huronian series ;
the mineralogist can collect the iron,lecad, cop-
per, gold and other ores and miuerals of this
now celebrated region; and the sportsman

will find deer and bear enough so excreise his
skill upon with the rifle,and the woods alive

with ruffled grouse (partridge), while the lakes

and rivers swarm with fish of every description,

from the lordly maskilonge and great lake and

speckled trout, to the humble perch, and the

despised cat-fish. Altogether, I do not know

any place where the comforts and conveniences |
of city life can be so thoroughly congbmedE
with the enjoyment of country sport, as in our

own little ¢ City of the Bay.”

James T. Bern,
Belleville, May 25, 1881.

Dear Sir,—I have read with very great
pleasure the accounts given in your journal,
by ¢ 12-bore Greener,” of his trials at the
target. I consider that Canadian sportsmen
are much indebted to any one of their number,
sufficiently spirited to take the trouble, and

incur the expense of making such reliable tests
of the shooting qualities of “choke-bored” guns,
with the various charges of powder and sizes of
shot. With my Hammerless Greener, which is
a No. 12, choked to No. 15, at 80 yards, I put
12 pellets of No. 6 American chilled ¢ Tatham?”
shot, (almost as large a8 No. 5 English), into a
foot square, and at 90 yards-7 pellets into the
same sized target, This was with 3 drams of
powdcr and one ounce of shot, and the penetra-
tion was sufficient, at both distances, to bury
the s_lmt out of sight in a dry pine board.
1 lek, for general utility, handiness, con-
venience, rapidity of ignition,and unquestion-
able rapidity of firing, the hammerless gun is
infinitely superior to the gnn with hammers;
and, within a very short time, amongst sports-
men;, at least, must entirely supersede cuns ot
the old style of construction. The hammerless
gun of improved make is perfectly safe, handy
to use in a boat or canoe, and wihen loaded is
always ready. Having no hammers it can be
put easily and conveniently into a water-proof
cover, and in use the breech action can
never become locked by the striker forcing
its way through the cap and sticking there, a8
sometimes happens with hammer-guns. The
irresistible force with which the tumblers are
drawn back to cock, entirely obviates the
chance of this difficulty occurring. In ad-
dition  to the foregoing advantages, the
facilities aflorded for fighting and shooting
amongst  brush by the hammerless gun
are unquestionable. Hammers may be orna-’
mental, but in the face of hammerless cuns
they are entirely useless and ruperfluous.
For the information of 12-Bore Greener,” 1
may say, that in my one trial with half ounce
charges of shot, although T had not the appli-
ances for measuring the force and velocity of the
shot, the penetration was eminently satisfactory.
Yours truly,

H AMMERLESS GREENER.
Ottawa, May 23, 1881,

P.8.—No sportsman of my acquaintance
ever made a practice of shooting Robins. Swmall
hoys and thoughtless persons alone in this
neighborhood are guilty of this indiscretion.

ENGLISH SPARROWS,

The question ae to the desirability or non-
desirability of introducing the English sparrow,
Passer Domesticus into Canada has been not
unfrequently dizcussed. My own opinion has
always been adverse to such introduction,
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b my principal reason, as a lover of birds,
en, and s, that the English sparrows

v 0 0 .
T N away our own more charming native birds.

 the foopmiun has just been emphasized by

ou owing incident. | was passing down one
veq ¥ Btreets the other morning when I olser-
re g?(‘,l: blrds‘ in a state of great conun!mion on
e ind, lfw,kmg up, in fact, an zqvlul dust ;
“R]iu}\n’ Leing, as T soon ascertained, three
Spizeu 8parrows and one .Chlppll‘lg SPALTOW,
l‘eing A 30cialis. The poor little native bird was
Yoby ‘{‘\nlercitillly attacked l_'y the three more
Mmigrants, and L verily believe wonld

% killed, but that my companion, a

Bged o be allowed to rescue it by driv-
;shOIll?iggress(»x's away. For mysclf, I confess
IRgye o 18ve been cruel enough to await the
Plify; the confiict for the purpose ot exem-
o 0‘(}‘.‘}: theory, whereas now, instead of a
of « . Wilful murder,” I can only prefer

Assault with intent.”

Pg Vincent CLEMeNTI, B.A.
%rbore’ May o), 1881.

3

of

thay

%?l';The House Sparrow, (Passer Domes-
Netion fng en of good service sinf:c its intro-

Aty o Canada, Previous toitsarrival in
T l} was almost impossible to keep
Whig e”_""ions of house-frequenting spiders,
Ouy 10: nog Summer, festooned the interior of
thej, W‘Ses, and exterior of onthouses with
the b ¢hy i This nuisance is now lessened, as
Of the a‘;‘thhes the spider, and whenever one
%‘ill\&ﬁ " shows itself, it is doomed. The
fi he:’ed Sparrow has besides adopted the
a‘ ilnit,gs System in obtaining its prey; it
With 5 tes the woodpecker by holding itself
fro, claws and tail against a wall, picking

e} . . N
V‘BQfOr Interstices any insects lurking therein.

© house sparrow was liberated in Mon-

3n, 30 ep .
ings tomologist could, on a June morn-
w

w
alk along the garden fences in the

Th :
fro.ntwep"!’tlon of the city, pick up probably
fop MY to twenty-five beautiful rare insects

18 .
a Collection. This cannot be done now,

]
t:% SParrow destroys all insects whether
ve

iem or not. This is the only fault we
Jingy; n i“St_hlm-that he makes no diserim-
'ben‘ﬁc'an hl‘s selection~he kills as many

88 injurious insects. We have seen
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this pugnacious little bird attack the large Nor-
thern Cicada, holding it in its beak while the
insect made the curious noise with its drnms,
which we frequently hear in the carly part of
September.  The bird heard it, but the insect’s
noise was of no avail; the sparrow placed its
foot upon it and picked it to pieces.—~En.

TENACITY OF LIFE IN BIRDS.

Dear Sie,—Last fall, T received from the
Manitoulin 1slands, a living Kagle—the Gray
Sea— [uliactus albicillu), o stufl.  Wishing
1o kill it as quickly as possible, T proenred a
strong acid poison from a druggist, and gave it
a dose said to be sufficient to destroy its life in a
few seconds.  After waiting for half an hour,
1 went out expecting to tind it dead, but there
he sat as upright as usual. T gave the bird a
second doxe and patiently awaited the result.
It had no more effect than an evident disagree-
ment in the appearance of water from its
month. Then | gave it a large piece of meat
covered with arsenic and retired to rest, expect-
ing to find him stitt and ready to stuft next
morning, but to my surprise, when I went to
his cage, it stood as upright as ever, and look-
ing none the worse. I had landanum in the
louse, and it occurved to me that I could put
him in adeep sleep; therefore I gave the Bagle
one half ounce, which had no apparent effect.
I then procured strychnine, of which I gave
him a large dose; in ashort time it took ettect,
and the strong frame which withstood the other
poisons had at last to succumb; it swayed with
violent econvulsions, and as I stood locking on
its agony, I felt that I was the cause, and guilty
of a orime. A few weeks ago I had occasion to
kill a great Horned Owl, ( ubo Virginianus),
and remembering my former experience with
the Eagle, thought to try & more speedy method.
I took a revolver carrying a No. 22 cartridge,
which I fired close enough to penetrate the
centre of its body,and the only apparent effect
it had was merely to tip him oft his perch, which
he afterwards regained. Four hours afterwards
I found him still sitting there, appearing all
right, I fired the second ball forcing him trom
his perch, which he did not afterwards regain,
yet he lived twodays afterwards. On skinning
this bird I found that both balls passed through
his body. On the 27th May last, | had occa-
sion to kill another Horned Owl, and remem-
bering my former unsuccessful experience I
thought to give him a blow which would pro-



duce instant death. T prepared a sharp-pointed
instrument, and with one stroke the point
entered the brain to the depth of three eighths
of an inch; even after this the owl lived over
one hour. T would be pleased if some of your
readers would sugeest a more speedy way to
kill large birds?

Yours, &c.,
R. B. ScRIYVEN.

Gravenhurst, Ont,

Nore~The editor of this jowrnal has had
long experience with large living wild birds.
The hest mode and the quickest to destroy hird
life, is pressure across the sternum.  In this
way the skin is not destroyed, and it dies with-
out great pain or struggle.

OUR FOREST TREES,

CuestNur; Castenca vesca—A laree and
abundant tree, valuable for its nuts and its
timber. The nuts, though much smaller than
those of Europe, are sweeter and more nutri-
tious.  Close observers say that the chestnut
moth lays one cgg in cach bur, and thus
they account for the fact that in a (“m“i(\!
of chestnnts, about onc-third are found to be
wormy. The timber is more used than former-
ly. [ts durability ll:}s‘ long recommended it
for fence posts and rails, and of late years it is
largely used in cheap furniture, and the in-
terior wood work of houses. I to he varnished
or oiled, the pores should be carefully filed.

AmericAN HORNBEAM ;5 Carpinus  Ameri-
cana.—A small tree, 20 to 30 feet in height,
admired for its soft green foliage, which in
antumn changes to bright scarlet and orange.
The woud is white and solid and is used for
mallets and levers.

Lever Woobn; Ostrys Virginica. — This
closely resmbles the last in size and foliage.
The uses of the wood are similar, but it is
even harder and tougher, and it iy often
called ¢ iron wood.”

Burrersur; Juglans cineres— A broad-
stopped tree, seldom more than 40 to 50 feet in
height. The nut when half-grown makes ex-
cellent pickles, and when ripe, if carefully
dried, contains a sweet kernel.  The wood is
light and durable, of a pale reddish color,and
is used for making drawer fronts, cofling, gun-
stocks, and panels of carriages.

Brack Waunnvr; Juglans nigra—-This tree
is less abundant in New England than the but-

ternut which it much resembles, in size, form,
and iuliage. The leaves are smocther, and the
fruit spherieal, while the butternut is long and
oval. In the States bordering the Ohio River,
the Black Walnut reaches its greatest size and
vields its valuable timber in its highest perfec-
tion.  This when first cut is of a purplish color,
but soon changes to a rich dark brown, becom-
ing in some cases nearly black with age. Tt is
beatttifully shaded and admits a fine polish :
and no ather American wood is so largely in
demand for furniture and ornamental wood
work of every description. The rapid consump-
tion of waluut lumber is rendering it every year
searcer and more valuable in the market. It
has also been largely exported to Germany and
other foreign countries,

Excrisit Warsvr; Juglans regia—This tree
has been successfully introduced into New
England, but is less hardy than our native
species. Tts well known nut is in constant
demand.

Brack Bireu; Betwla lenta.—This is the
moxt |>oa_ulit'u| and valuable of the birches, In
carly springits long bright coloured tassels give
it & pleasing appearance, and it is among the
first to put forth its leaves. In the forest it often
reaches a height of 70 feet. When standing alone
its long hanging spray carns tor it the name of
the weeping birch,  The inner bark of young
shoots has an agreeable spicy taste and odor.
The wood s easily WOl‘k(‘(?, yet firm ; is of 8
delicate rose colour and presents a handsome
grain. Tt is in demand for cabinet furniture, ang
15 sometimes called “ American Mahogan)’-,

YeLrow Birow ; B. lutea. — This is a rather
larger tree than the preceding, and when seen
in perfection is almost as beautiful. The scaly
bark in long rolls adhering, by the middle or
one end, and adorned with mosses and lichens
gives to the trunk a unique appearance.
wood, though of less value than that of the
black birch, is often used for making chair®
and bedsteads. Its resinous bark is the tinde¥
ot northern voyageurs, and a tlame will s}l t
to the top of a lofty tree in a few seconds, ligh
ing a wide circuit.

Rep Bircen 3 B. nigra—~This gracefﬂl tr-e:
is usually found bending over a stream, 80%,
some sections of New England is known “The
“ river birch.” Its usual height is 50 feet-
wood is compact and white, and is no¥
little used. ’f]le earlier settlers made Sf:d
bowls and trays of it, hence it was c&l™*".
them ¢ spoon wood.”

(T'o be continued.)




