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Sitevary Votices.,

ScrisNER™S MacaziNg for July contains
another paper of the series ou railroads,
entitled **Feats of Railway Engineering.”
It is tinely illustrated by drawings and is
of intende interest. It contains also **Life
and travel in Maodern Greece,” illustrated
from original drawings; *“An Astrono-
mer's swamer trip,”  with illustrations
from photographs wmade by the American
Helipse Expedition of 1887. There are
Lesides several stories, serial and com-
pleted. Price 25 cts.; 83.00 per year.
Charles Scribner's Suns, New York.

THE SIMPLE WORD IN INDIA,

The work of colportage would be use-
less if we did not know that the boovks are
having their effect upon the men—that
the men are being brought to the simple
knowledge of the Truth through the sun-
ple reading of the Word of God. 1 have
known Chinese, Tamils, Malays, Japanese,
and numbers of others, who, by the simple
reading of the Word of Gud, without any
preaching whatever, have buen brought tv
the knowledge of Jesus Christ.

I know an Amgrican Missionary who
was sent to Burmah thirty years ago to
make inquiries about the languages. He
himself spoke Burmese, and travelled up
the country for many hundred miles. One
night he encamped near a small village.
Here he heard prayer going onin Bur-
mese. Ho listened, and to his utter aston-
ishment heard, not the name of Buddha
or that of an idol, but the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. He was the more sur-
prised, for he knew no Missionary or white
man had ever been to that part of the
wourld, and 80 he went into the villuge and
began to make inquiries. He found out
that the head-man of the village had some
yoars previously been down to another
village some miles distant, and had bought
an article of food wra{)lped up in Burmese
priuted paﬁer, which happened to be
one siuglo chapter of the” Word of God
with a piece turn out uf the corner.

sin away, he found that Saviour which is
the Son of God, and who he found was
able to cleanse from sin. He now called
his friends together and read that piece of
the Word of Gud to them, and induced
thew to put avay their idols. Aund when

Ho
read it, and, having himself sought to put '

this Missionary found them they had been
for six years praying to Christ as the Sav-
iopr of sinners. This is the blessing of
God upon vur  work of apreading abroad
simply and solely the I'ruth as it 13 in Jesus
Christ.— Mr. J. Haffenden.

CURE FOR A BAD TEMPER.

“When | was a child,” said a minister
to me syme years since, a minister now
gone to his tinal rest in  ‘‘the busom of

3od,” “I bud a dreadful temper; but when
ten years of age 1 was coaverted. I car-
ried that temper to Christ, and in the -
simplicity of a child’s faith asked him w0
take it wholly away; and 1 had such a rev-
elation to my mind of his meekness and
gentleness, that for sixty years 1 have
never been troubled in the least with that
temper, 1 have lived forty-five years
with my wife; ask her.”

Therefore I put the question to her:

*How many times during these forty-
five years have you seen your husband out
of tempert”

] have never,” was the reply, ‘‘seen
his temper ruffled in the least degree. 1
wasa high-tempered woman, and sotne-
times used to think thau if he would get
angry and give me agood scolding, it
would do me good. But he neverdid it.
And now,” she added, *‘I have Qaken my
temper to Christ, and have obtained the
same deliverance that he did.”

If you willdo thesame thing, dear
reader, Christ will grant the same grace
to you, and that in respect to all evil ten-
dencies and temperaments. He will “‘gird
you with everlasting streugth,” and no
evil temper or tendency shall have domin-
ion over you.—Dr. A. Mahan.

THE McALL FRENCH MISSIOXS.

Among the pastors taking part in the
services of the McAll Mission, Paris, are -
twenty-three of the Reformed (Dutch)
church, eleven Lutherans, five of the Free
Church and eight Wesleyans and Baptista.
A number of influential laymen and theo-
logical students also take part, and Bible
classes ure conducted by several of the Re-
formed pastore in the various atations In
the provinces there are working- with the
mission forty Reformed pastors, ten Luth-
eraus, tive of the Free Church and five
Wesleyans and Baptists. There are also

eight }mstou definitely engaged as direc-
tors of branch missions.
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The following letter was read at the last
meeting of the Foreign Missivn Coum-
mittee: '

“Would the F. M. C. allow me the
privilege of paying Mr. innand’s salary
in Santo for the next tivelve months, if
80 let me know how much it is and I will
try and send the money to the Agent,
Mr. Morrison. Don’t et mny namesbe
known—the Lord knows it."”

\We do not think that it will be con-
sidered a breach of the above charge to
say that the donor is one of the Tinisters
of our Church in receipt of a winimum
salary. His generous deed should stimu-
late us all to do more for Him who loved
us and gave Himself for us.

Whatever the church in Canada may
think of handing over their work in the
South Seas, to churches in that hemi-
sphere, it is evilent from the proposals
of the Federal Assembly, as given in the
letter of Rev. J. W. Mackenzie on ano-
ther page, that the Australasian churches
themnselves have such a step in com-
templation.

Rev. D. J. Macdonnell mude a very
goud point in Assembly in speaking on the
Augmentation Scheme for which he has
done 8o much in the West. Referring to
the oljection sometines made against the
schume, that a minister can live on less
than the minimum salary. of 8760 and a
manse, he said: *‘Certainly he can. I
could live un 8250 if neccssalty. A man
can cut his coat according to the cloth.
But the question is should Wi be asked to
doit. Jf the church asa whaule were
weak, its ministers would be entitled to
share in its poverty; when the church as a
whole i8 streng and wealthy, then $750
and a manse is not to much too aim at asa
minimum for all its ministers.”

The good results that may flow to Chris-
tian missions iv. China from the new mis-
sion to the Chinese in Britich Columbis,
may be seen from what has already been
duone by Chinese Christians returning
home from the United States.  The Chaurch
at Home and dbroad, spenking of the work
of the Presbyterian Church of the United
States among the ChivLese in California

says.

)"‘Perbaps the most interesting feature
of the wourk is the help that it gives to our
miesion iu southern Chira. Nearly ail
the Chinese in this country come from four
districts of the Cantou province. Eigh-
teen years ago there was not & Christian
chapel or schoel in all that region. Now
there are few places in these districts
where there is not a missicn chapel with-
in fifteen miles. a distunce the Chinese
easily walk. Of these chapels, the Pres-
byterian mission has six. Erery one of
these six. lucations was obtained by the help
of Christiansreturned from California. Of
the thirteen native asaistants who have la-
bored at these stations, six were convert-
ed in California, one in Australia, and one
received hix first serious impressivns and
religious inst.uction from a member of the
Chinese church in California, cu the steaw-
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or crossing the Pacific. Tho work in these
localities has resulted in the establishment
of two churches, one of which has been
almost entitely self-supporting from the
beginning. ]
church have already established places, in
privatc houses, for religivus services and
msiuction, in twooutlying villages.”
Providence has brought the great Emn-
pires of India and China almost to our
doors, that we may give them the gospel.
India sends her myriads of Coolie labor-
ors to the West Indies beyond the tram-
mels of castes where they are more accessi-
ble to the gospel than at home. This
gospel they receive and carry with themn
on their return. That same Providence
has brought thousands of China’s millions
to our own shores, that when they go
back they may carry with them not on'fy
gold but that which is far more precious.
Every converted Chinaman, will, on his
return, be a missionary on a small acale.

A Catechism lately issued by the Roman
Catholic authorities in Mexico, for the
circulation of which the civil authority of
the State of Guanajvato caused a priest to
be punished, directs Catholics not to lend
or hire horses to Protestants for services;
not to erect or repair chuiches for Protes-
tants, nor to make orsell furniture for
such churches, nor to attend Protestant
services under penalty of cxcommunica-
tion. Thecivil authorities interfered with
this religious boycott on the ground that
it was ‘‘subversive of the public well
being.”

A most profitably spent portion of a
missionary’s timo is that in which he is
visiting the home churches. Fresh from
cuntact with heathenism he forms a liv-
ing link betweeun the church and the field
and brings home wore vividly than could
otherwise be done the world's need of the
gospel. Then when he returns to his
work those who have seen and heard hiin
watch with deeper interest his p R

We are sure that this will be the case
with Mr. and Mrs. Wilkie from Central
India, w0 ha.~ been visiting some of the
congregations in the Maritime Provinces.
Very interesting is their story of the es-
tablishment of the Mission in Central In-
dia. They had to endure no smallamount
of opposition and persccution for several
years. Insome cases voth Pritich cflicials

‘I'ne members of this latter :

and British newspapers in India opposed
them and their worE. calling them fanatics
and troublers, and threatening to expel
or arrest them. Policemen scattered his
congragations as they would a wmob of
moonlighters. and Mr. Wilkie himself suf-
fered vivlence at their hands. Patiently
for four years they bore'and worked, and
then they carried theirappeal to the Vice-
roy, and now they carry on their work
unmolested. For years the Commissioner
Agent at Indore would not allow them to
buy a foot of ground, a privilege .u.at was
granted to the poorest Cuolie. Now they
can get all they want, and just before they
came away the Maharani or Queen of In-
dore pressuted them with the title deed to
eleven acres of land for schonls, misssion,
and hospital purposes.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilkie have a family of
five children all under nine years of age,
and when they return to India after their
furlough, they will be obliged to le:ve
them all behind in this country, That
will indeed bea sacrifice to make for the
heathen.

There is one field of work for which the
church inthe Maritime Provinces is ina
measure responsible although she dues
scarcely any thing for it, that is, Home Mis-
sion Work in the North Weatand British
Columbia, The Western Section of the
Church has itshome field just as we have,
but the North West is a new land a thous-
and miles away from the Western Section
and jnto that new land immigrantsare goiu
both from Nova Scotia and Ontario. An
it is our work as well as that of the West to
follow them with the Gospel. The West
expended near $40,000 last yearin theo
North West.

“New Jersey has au excellent law, which
forbids the sale of cigarettes to minors. It
hasnot hitherto been eunforced, but the
Newark Police board have determined
thatin that city, at least, it shall no longer
be a dead letter. An order has been given
to patrolmen to arrest all su:all boys seen
smoking. and through them discover, " if
possible, from whom they procured the
cigarcttes, in order that the dealers may be
proceeded againat under the law.”

The whole receipts for Foreign Missions
in both sections of the Church for the year
were §56,866.58, insteud of 381,000, as given
on page 199.
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A NEW MISSION.
AMONG THE CHINISE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA,

The General Forcign Mission Commit-
tee at its meeting in Halifax had before it
a memorial from the Presbytery of Col-
umbia with regard to the Chinese and In-
dians in British Columbia and the need
for wmission work amony them.

The memorial says ‘‘There ars at least
8000 Chinese in the province. 25600 of
these reside in Victoria, about 1000 in
New Westminster, and the remainder are
to be found in Nanaimo, Vancouver, and
all along the Pacitic section of the Canada
Pacific Railvay. The whole of the Chin-
¢se population with a very few exceptions
hail from the same province and speak
the same dialect. M;:my of them remain
here till they die, but all of them look
forward to returning to China when they
have saved sufficient to make them com-
fortable in their native land.”

“*“They are uniformly industrious and
wnany of them have achieved a high degree
-of prosperity, though of course they h:ve
among them the same mixture of worthy
and worthless to be found among all
na;égnalibies.l ) din d

ey are largely engaged in domestic
service and in laundry gwork, but are also
to be found in the ranks of skilled labor-
ers and in factories and public works.

They are ackn swledged to be indispen-
sable in the present condition of the Pro-
vince but there is a deep rooted prejudice
existing against them which i3 constantly

. displaying itself in public protests against
their cheap labor, public agitation for
legislation against them, and by private
acts of injustice perpetrated with 1mpun-
ity against the hated race. .

Very little has yet been done in the way
of reaching them with the go;pel, first,
because the prejudice abuve referred to is
shared by the professing Christians in the
Province, and second because the churches
have not been sufficiently strong to under-
take any great financial burden in carry-
ing on such work.

n view of the above facta it is time the
Teproach should be taken away from us
-of neglecting the Chinese st our own door,

~while spending thousands in sending mis-
sionaries to China, and there is a wideand
efféctual door + pened for us to enter earn-
estly upon this work at once. :

The Chinese in “his Province are grow-
ing in numbers and in financial strength,

and -nany earnest people may be found to
help if the work is once fairly before
them.

**The committee having considered the
memorial of the Mission Committee of the
Presbytery of Columbia, approves of the
estublishinent of a mission among the
| Chinese immigrants on the Pacific Coast,
| and remits the whole matter to the West-
{ern Division to deal withas on their
judgment they may deem best."”

This mission will hold a relation to
China somewhat similar to that which
Trinidad bears to Indis. In bhoth cases
most of the immigrants came with the in-
tention of returning tc their own land and
many of them do return. If they return
as Christians they will be in a sense mis-
sionaries in their . fatherland aud help to
lealven it with the influences of the gos-
pel.

There is & mistake on page 199 where it is
stated that the whole receipts of both Sec-
tions for l*‘orei%n Missions for the past year
was $81,000. It should be $88,866.58.

“Dr. Norman Kerr, an eminent physi-
cian of England, believing the statements
of temperance’ people to be extravagant,
that 60,000 people died annually from the
effects of strong drink, began as early as
1870 a personal inquiry, in connection with
several medical men and experts, expect-
ing to quickly disprove the same. Ac-
cording to their deductions the latest esti-
mate of death of adults annually caused
through intemperance is: in Great Britain,
120,000; in France, 242,000: in the United
States, 82,000; or nearly half a million each
year in three countries aggregating a pop-
ulation of 022,000,000. gating apop

The Methodist Conference met in Hali-
fax while the General Assembly was in
ge‘uion and ;h?;e dwlu an rdiuh}archange of

elegates aad friendly words of greeting.
All thisis well, andas itshould be, bul:g a
surer way of promoting harmony would be
for each church carefully to have respectto
the work of the other and not to seekto
plant churches where they have no peaple
or at most one or two, and where the only
pros of increase isby defection from
the others, The Presbyterian Church has
generally aimed to follow the right course
in these matters, and not to open preaching
stations unless whereit hasa sufficient
number of ; eople to warrant sucha stcp or
where there'is a lack of service of any kind.
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ASSEMBLY JOTTINGS.

Coming to Assembly is this year an easy
journey to members from the Maritime

rovinoces, so much so that some of us who
are nut commissioners have come to aee
and hear the assembled wisdom, wmingled
with just enongh of folly to prevent mo-
notony. :

From the Maritime Provinces, from the
shores of the Ottawa and St. Lawrence,
from fertile Western Ontario, and from
the prairies of far off Manitoba and As-
sinoboia, tninisters and elders have come
to review the work of the year that is past
and to organize for the one to come.
There are present some familiar faces and
voices, while sume that have never before
missed an Assembly are absent.

On the green at the rear of the church
is a large tent, which by way of courtesy
is labelled ‘REaDING Room.” OQOur
church is doubtless advancing in in-
telligence and taste, for while tents, for
the few who like the pipe, have baen used
in-the past, this is the tirst time we have
seen a special ‘‘reading room” at Assem-
bly. It looks as though ‘the Committee,
who in their kindness of heart felt that it
would not do to be without the tent, felt
half ashamed of it, and labelled it ‘‘read-
ing room,” or porhaps it was a gentle hint
‘0o the members who use the weed that
they had better use the tent for reading
than smoking. It is to be hoped that this
appendage to the church in which the As-
soinbly meets will soon bea thiug of the
past, and that those who wish to indulge
will do their smoking where Paul wanted
the women to do their talking, at home.

It is getting fashionable to make special
mention of the ‘‘distinguished” members
who are present, but such ludicrous mix-
tures are sometimes made, that we shall
not hazard an opinion. If names must be
given it might be well to go a little fur-
ther and onlighten the public as to what
‘‘distinguished” men are *‘distinguished”
for. Suflice it to say that all the members
are *‘distinguished” each in his own way.
Let these who wish to knuw the personelle
of the Assembly consult the roll of atten-
dance which will soon be published.

There are two, however, the mention
of whose names will excite no envy, two
without whom an Assembly would seem
incomplete. Thesc are the two aged
clerks, Dr. Reid and Dr. Fraser. The for-
mer, bearing lightly his more than three

score years and ten, with his thorough
knowledge of ecclesiastical procedure and
of the work of the church in all its depart-
ments, assures the accurate transaction of
the business; while the latter, the record-
ing clerk, already past his four score years,
but wielding a terse and facile pen, assures
an equally accurate and business-like pre-
servation of it in the minutes.

Among the notables present who wore
not members, was the irrepressible de-
ceased wife's sister, seeking her r:ghts im
the Presbyterian Church, She has been
at several of the last Assemblivs and, like
Helen of Troy and Sarak in the land of
Abimelech, has made no small stir. She
is ¢vidently endowed with some of she
perseverance of the woman that iwspor-
tuned the unjust judge, and by her con-
tinual coming seems likely to succeed in
obtaining her rights. 1n the meantime it
is practically settled. by the fact that As-
sembly has re-enacted by a majority of
139 to 24 the Act »f last year, viz.: ““That
the discipline of the church shall not be
exercised with regard to a deceased wife’s
sister or a deceased wife's niece,”” and the
matter, is again sent down to Presbyteries
to report to next Assembly. The mind
of the Assembly and of the church is over-
whelmingly ‘' in her favor, and the long
discussion will in a year or two be a thing
of the past.

St. Matthew's Church in which the As-
sembly met was well tilled on the evening
of the opening. The short metre version
of that grand old sixty-seventh psalm was
sung with great heartiness, after which
Dr. Burns the retiring moderatorpreached
the opening sermun from 2 Kings vii 9.
“*We do not well, this day is a day of good
tidings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry
till the morning light some mischief will
cume upon us, now therefore come .that
we may go and tel! the'king’s household.™

The Assembly was constituted with
&m{;r, the roll called, and Rev. W, T.

cMullen of Woodstock, Ontario, was,
by acclamation, chosen as Moderator for
the current year.

The hours of meeting were fixed from
ten o’clock to one, from three to half past
five, and from half past seven to ten,
Much of the work, however, was done in
jntervals, in committees, and there ma-
tured for presentation to Assembly.

The more polpular subjects such as
Home Missions, Foreign Missions, French
Evangehzation, The State of Religion,
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Sabbath Schools, and Temperance, were
taken up at the evening sessions when
there was a large attendance of the rublic,
and the latter shewed their = preciation
of such aun arrangement by filling the
church well on several successive evenings.

The Report un Home Missions, for the
Eastern Section, presented by the Coun-
vener, Rev, John R{chllan, shows steady
progress during the year. In the Mari-
time S8ynod there are 29 vacant congroga-
tious, viz.,, 19in.N. 8., 6 in N. B.,, and 6
inP. E. L

It is only a few years since our church
began the plan of grouping a number of
mIsion stations togetherand settling over
them an ordained missionary. The num-
ber of such in our Synod is now 19,
Theso mission fields when wrought for a
time in this way, can, as they grow, be
-organized into regular congregations with
regularly called and settled pastors. An
ordained missionary receives 8700, of
which the stations themselves must con-
tribute at least 8400 and upwards accord-
ing to their ability, while the remainder is
-given by the Home Mission Fund.

In addition. to these, 42 student cate-
chists were employed last year. These
‘‘gave supply during the summer months
to as many mission fields, containing about
-one hundred and fifty stations and two
thousand five hundred families. They
conducted over two thousand services on
Sabbath and spake the word of life to
upwards of ten thousand people, and the
people showed: their appreciation of the
efforts for their gbod by contributing to
the payment of the young men more than
$7000. But no counting up of figures can
give a fuil idea of the work performed and
the good done. Many have been led to
the truth through the church’'s work in
the hands of these young men. God has
given His Spirit with His word proclaimed
and many have publicly confessl with
their mouths the Lord Jesus.”

This Home Mission work is a quiet one,
but upon it depends largel]y the extension
-of our church in our own land. It gives
‘the gospel to the scattered: settlers in the
forest and by the sea, and lays the founda-
tions for congregations in the future.

Rev. E. A. McCurdy, Convener of the
Commiittee on Supplements, presented
their.report. As our readers know the
year has boen a successful one. The re-
ceijm have met the expenditure. Weak
and struggling congregations have been

onabled to support ordinances, and those
who labored among them have been en-
abled to do so with comfort. The repmt
which is given on another page will well
vepay & careful study.

The Home Mission Report for the West
was presonted by Dr. Cochirane, Cunvener,
aud that on Augmentation ¢r Supple-
ments by Rev. D.J. McDonnell. The
expenditure in that section during the
year has been for

Home Missions
Augmentation

- 847,060
28,824

which added to the givings from College
Societies &c. ,makes theirtotalexpenditure
for Home Mission Work $81,665.85.

The Home Mission work of the West,
particularly in the North Weést, is an im-
mense vne. There are under the care of the

.Comnnittee 216 Home Missionaries sup-
plying 744 stations, of which 328 are in
Manitoha and the North West, and 31 in
British Colambia. Not long since there
was but one settled minister of our church
in British Columbia, now there are 13.

Foreign Mission evening wasa grand
one. The Report was moved by Rev. A,
McLean Convener of the Eastern Saction,

The whole receipts of both Sections for
the year have been $31,000, or $10,000
more than last year, and $26,000 more
than t«o years before.

Mr, Wilkie who has been laboring in
Indore, Central India, for eight years and
who i8 now home on furlough then ad-
dressed the Assembly in a thrilling speech
of nearly an hour's duration, telling of the
difficulties and opposition with which they
had to contend in the early history of the
Mission, especially from some of the
officials of the Pritish Government, and
how step by stup they had patiently striv-
en for their,rights and at length won
them, and how God had blossed their la-
bors there. Special mention was made of
the kindly and sympathetic aid given by
Lord Dufferin when he went as viceroy to
India. Mr. Wilkis is & small sized man,
of spare and sinewy form, pbgeically, not
wholly unlike our own Dr. Geddie, and
still more like him in his undaunted cour-
.age and perseverance. ’ )

The next spehker was Rev. Dr. Smith,
who goes to China as the missionary of-
the Queen’s College students. He is an
earnest, able man, and if spared will doa
good work in China.

One point in his address will be of in- -
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terest to our readers, He said that his
heart was drawn to the mission field by
reading when a boy the story and the
lettors of Geddie and the Gordons from
the New Hebrides.

The evening devoted to Fronch Evan-
relization was one of deep interest. The
Rzport was presented by Prof. Scrimger.
The Board has 31 schools. The colpur-
teurs and missionaries distributed last
year 3,014 copies of the Scriptures and
about 22,000 French tracts and pawphlets.
Two hundred and twenty-six new imem-
bers wore received last year, a consider-
able number of these. being persons w..»
during the year abjured Romanism: and
rofessed their personalfaiih in Christ.

he toial receipts for the year were
841,731, the largest sum ever given in any
one year for the work, last year’s receipts
being $34,266.

This is one of the most important de-
partments in our church work. The pro-
gress may seem at timnes discouraging but
not only does Christian love and duty, but
our liberties as a people, ‘depond largely
upon its vigorous prosecution. Rome is
ever and everywhere the same, crafty and
aggressive, and where she has the power
has always been the fue of civil and reli-
gious libertﬁ.

Cn the Repart of the Committee on
Tempersnce there was a long and earnest
disoussion, the chief centre of conflict

being around Prohibition, a few of the
members not being in sympathy with
church advocacy of Prohibitory legislation
while the large majority was strougly in
favor of it, The principal point in the
long resolution adupted is the following.

“This Assembly dsclares its conviction
that the liquor traflicis contrary to the
word of God and to the spirit cf the Chris-
tian religion, that total prohibition
would be the most effective form of Tem-
perance Legislation, that it is in the high-
o3t degree expedient that the state pass
a prohibitory law and that this result is to
be earnestly sought by all right means.”

One subject that evoked a good deal of
discussion was the appuintment of a apecial
class of Evangeliste. The subject came
up by overture from the Piesbytery of
Ottawa, where' Mr. Moikle has been la-
boring during the past winter, and the
appointment of a special class of men was
stronzly urged. Others took the ground
that sach men as Mr. Meikle have now all
the sanction that could be given, that he

is a regularly licensed minister of our
church, haring the same sanction that any
member of Assembly has, either to engage
in special evangelistic work or to settle
| and labor in one ocungregation. Almost
unanimous testimony was burne to the
value at times of special evangelistic ser-
vices and to the fact of the special adu’)m-
tion of sume men for that w-rk. The
special point of controversy was, whether
the church should appoint and set apart
a number of men for that special work,
tu be supported by the church as travel-
ling evaugelists. The tone of the discus-
sion shewed that the Assembly realized
that the subject was one of deepest in-
terest and vital importance. Perhaps
there was no question during the entire
meeting that was discussed under such a
deep feeling of responsibility. At itscon-
clusion a committee was appointed to take
the whole matter into consideration and
to report next year. The matter hasbeen
before the last three Asssmblies.

How to deal with vacancies was a ques-
tion that ocoupied much patient thought
and time. Lung vacancies are sometimes
not helpful and yet how 3are they to be
avoided. Each man or Presbytery hasa
schewe; and one by one they are weighed
and found wanting. One overture re-
commends that if a vacant congregation
is not settled within six months gthat the
Presbytery take the wmatter in hand and
settle a mnan for a year or two. In some
quarters hintslare given that. in auy case
the,Presbytery might be «able to makea
better choice than the people. This
brings to the front?some tuuchy elders
who do not like such ‘‘slurs,”; and think
that the people are quite well fitted to
choose. This makes, a Jlittle diversion
from the more serious aspect of the busi-
neas under consideration. It is felt on all
sides that long continued vacancies are
an evil, but how to help the evil is the
difticulty. The Presbyterian system, of
the people chuosing the minister that
they wish if he will go with them, just as
a man chooses a wife if she will have him,
may have ita imperfections, or ratherin
gn unperfect world no system can work
perfectly, but the question is—where can
we get a better systom. Many pevple

think they can make matches for other
people better than others can for them-
selves, but in countries where this in
practiced there is not much improvement
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upon our own land in this regard. And
sv is it in the Church. .

The Reports of a great many Commit-
tees, that on Aged Ministors’ Fund East
and West, W, and O. Fund, Church and
Manse Building Fund in the North West,
Record Commniittee, Hymnal Committce,
Comnmiittee on Statistics, College Reports,
&o., &c., &c., were presented and dis-
posed of. Item by itom routine business
and that of deeper interest passed under
consideration.

Thus from ten o'clock in the morning
until ten in the evening, with committee
work in the intervals between sederunts,
the members kept forthe most part faith-
fully at their work from Wednesday even-
ing of one week until Thursday evening of
thenext, when the very pleasant and suc-
censful fourteenth Genem{) Assembly of the
Presbyterian Charch in Canada, was
brought to a close in the usual way, to meet
next yearin the city of Lorunto and with-
in St. Andrgw’s Church thereon the second
‘Wednesday of June at 7.30 p. m,

THE TURNING POINT.

It is said that among the high Alps, at
certain seasons, the traveller is told to
proceed quietly; for on the steep slopes
overhead the snow hangs so evenly balan-
ced that the sound of a voice or
the report of agun may destroy the
equilibrium, and bring down an immense
avalanche that will overwhelm everything
in ruain in its downward path. And so
about our own wey there may be a soul in
the very crisis of its mioral history trem-
bﬁni between life and death. and a mere
touch or shadow may determine its des.
tiny. A young lady, who was deeply im-
pressed with the truth, and was ready,
under conviction of sin, to ask: *“‘What
wust I do to be saved?”, had all her sol-
emn impressions diseipated by the un-
seamly jesting of a member of the church
by her side as she passed out of the sanc-
tuary. Her irreverent and worldly spirit
cast a repellant shadow on the young lady
not far from the kingdom of God. How
impottant that we should always and
everywhere walk worthy of our high cuil-

_ing-as Christiaus.— I Storck.

Two million and a half is said to be the
number of persons who are slaves tu Sab-
bath-toil in America and they generally

Teceive no more than six days’ wages for’

seven days’ work.

Hew Webrides. .

LETTER FROM REV. J. W, Mc.
KENZIE.

ANEITYUM, NEW HEBRIDES,
April 21et, 1888,

My Dear My, Scott:

On our arrival yesterday in this harbor
a parcel of letters and papers was placed
in my hands, and amoungst them 1 soon
recognized one in your hand writing.
Many thanks for your favor. I cannot
tell you how gratifying it is to find that
you are 8o mindful of us.

But I know you are reacy to ask, *‘How
did my letter reach Aneityum before
you? Well, it came by the *lNijian,” a
stoamer which left Sydney a week after
the *'Dayspring,” and reached here three
or forr days hefore us, on her way to Fiji.

A number of gentlemen in Sydney are
endeavoring to get the Government of
New South’ Waies to subsidize a line of
steamers to call at thisisland, at Efate, and
Malekula, every two months. 1 think I
wrote you some time ago that thereisa
steam saw-mill at work on this island, and
should this prove a success it will be some
inducement for them to call.

Several of the wmissionaries are buyi
lumber here, and on my way to Sydney
left an order with the manager for the
framo of a small cottage, to be erected on °
Fila. 1t is now lying on the beach ready
to bo taken on board. As Fila is one of
our principal villages we intend spending
a good part of our time there. Hitherto
we lived in a . hut, but by doing so
we run the risk of injuring our health,

We had a rcugh, tedious passage to the
islands—one of the worat the **Dayspring”
has made. After being out a day or two
it began to blow hard from the N, E.,
and continued to do so for eight days
without intermission. This was driving
us straight for New Caledonia. We then
went on the other tack for a day or two,
when the wind left us. But on the same
evening we gut the trade wind, and with
all our sails set we .weres svon scudding
before it straight for this harbor. 'How
our spirits rose at the prospect of getting
ashore once inore on Anvityvm., We ex-
pected to make the harbor un the marning
of the 17th. But alas for cur prospects
waen that morning dawned ! It was
Llowing a galo, and so ti.ick that we could
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not see two lengths of the veasel ahead of
us, There was no help for it, and so, al-
though not more than eight miles from
shore we had to put about. Next wmorn-
ing we found ourselves away tu leeward of
the islund, so we did not get to anchor till
yesterday morning.

Mr. Lawrie, accompanied by two gentle-
meit from Sydney, owners of the saw-mill,
who had come down by the steamer, and
the manager, were soon on board. We
were glad to hear that there had been a
comparatively healthy seazun here, and
that there had been no hurricane.

I find my thoughts continually going
back to Sydney. 1 think I wrote you
that we were leaving our boys at school
there. We feel very lonely returning to
our station. But even in this we know
God can, and He will, make His grace
sufficient for us.

In your decision re another missionary
for the New Hebrides 1 fully cuoncur.
Would like to see our church, alung with
our Presbyterian brethren of the f’nited
States, undertake a mission to somc of the
priest-ridden countries of South America.

Have yon seen the Federnl Assembly
Heathen Missions' proposals as sulmitted
to the General Assembly at Sydoey in
March{ Lest you have not 1 wmay gite
you one or two of them.

No. 4. That the proposal which has
been already made by other Preshyterian
churches than those of Australasia having
Missions iu the New Hebrides be carried
out, viz., that the Australasian churches
take over these DPres. Missions and mis-
sionaries with the cousent of partics on
conditions to be determined on as e. g,

ia ) That the said Home and Cunadian
churches continue to contr.bute to the
Genernl Heathen Mission Fund for the
next tzn years, with a decreasing ratio of
one tenth per annum after the nrst year,
frowm a date to be agreed upon.

(b.) That when the ten years shall bave
expired all obligations with respect to the
support of these Missions, on the part of
the Homwe and Cauvadian churches, shall
cease and determine.

1 think our church lLas done her part
nobly fur the evangelizaticn of the New
Hebrides, and comld not be accused of
unfaithfuluess were she to withdraw and
leave the work to the wealthy, growing
churches of Austrulasia, as svon as ever
they are able to undertake it.

We hope to set sail for the northem

_or where it was safe to go.
; you may perhaps think that you me vary

islands on Wednesday. 1do not think I
shall be able to attend the Annual meet-
ing this year, having bscu away so lung
from my station,

Mrs. McKenzie juins me'in very kind
regards.
: I remain yours sincerely,

J:'W. McKenze.

A LETTER TO THE YOUNG
PEOPLE.

BY THE REV. JOHN MORTON, OF TRINIDAD.
(Four the Maritime.

*¢ Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this
isrizht. Hounor thy father and mother, (which is the
first iment with preinise,)that it may be well
with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth”.—
Eph. 61 1-%

1 know, dear children, that you all like
to bave suniething todo.  Sitting stitl and
duing nothing tircs you very much. Your
bright eyes and active hunds and feet were
not made for idleness. Your hearts, too,
were made to have somethiug to love.
So God gave you parents who loved you
and the tirst face you learued to know
was that of your wother and the secend,
proebably, that of your father.

By and bye you learncd to walk and
talk and understand what was said to you;
but the warld was all new aud strange.
You did not know what would burt you,
And although

wise now, still you do nut know very much
yet.  You have, it is true, Tearned that
fire burns, and  wells ‘ate dangerous; but
there are inany other things dangerous of
which you have yet to learn. Aund to
learn all these things safely sv as not to
be hurt or destrayed befure you have
learned them, God gives you in charge to
your parents, and commands you to obey
them. That is the first thing in my text.
‘The great duty of childien is to obey their
parents.

To obey means to do just what they
tell you. That is what you are to do first,
and every day, and in everything. God
does not tell you here to love your par-
ents. He knew that you would do that
pretty well without being told. And he-
sides you might pretend to love them
when you did not. But Le tells you to
obey them for that is a thiag everyhody
can see, aud there can be no pretending
about it. If you do not obey what your -
mother tells you but take your own way,




THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

203

you connot inake all up by a kiss and by
aayiug **I love you, dear mother.”

OBEDIENCE

is what is commanded and obedience
weans doing what youare teld. Your
foolish little heart may think it hard ot
to get your own way, and do as you like;
but God surély knows better than you,
and Ho says you are tqobey your parents;
sv disobedience to patrents is sin agaiust

Some children seem to think that it is
only with their par¢nts they have to deal.
But not 80, it is with God.  Your parents
did not make the fifth commandment, and
if they allow you to do as you like Gd
will punish them as he did Eli. The ¢om-
mand is God's and no one can change it.
There i tstands before every one of you, the
first and the biggest thing you have to at-
tend to—before play, before pleasure—
before 1 wish or I want—cowmes- this hig
question what lo fatherand mother say
and this great commandment, *‘obey your
parents in the Lord.”

Your parents cannot be always.with you.
Thei send you vut, perhaps with an el-
der r, and tell you to mind him and
then he is in place of your parents. Or
they send you to duy-school or Sunday-
school and the teachers are in the place
of your parcnts, and it is your duty to
whbey them in all that they have under-
taken. for the time, to do for your parents.

The world cannot get along without
obedience. Soldiers have to obey their
commander, labourers and inechanics to
obei those who employ them, clerks and
book-keepers to obey the master of the
business. If every soldier, every Iaborer,
every soul in a place of businees did just
as he liked there would be great confusion
in the world, and quiet peoyle would try
t» get away to the wouds to live in peace.
Well, how wounld we got along if chjldren
all determined to do as they liked and
not mind their parents? Alas for por
mother who has to care for them all day,
and perhaps half the night when they are
not well ! Alas for paor father when he
comes home tired at night, having worked
hard all day to make home bright, if the
children are all nsughty and disobedient !
Alas for the poor children when  they
wake themselves and others wohappy,
and get punishéd at home, ﬂn’gFed at
school, and kee their situations

ater in

God who wanted you to be happy -and
beloved as children, and happy antr useful
when you .grow up gav. you this blessed
commandment to lead you into the way
of happiness.

But there are different ways of obeying.
There is

THE SULKY WAY

which does not answer ‘‘no”—does nct
refuse to obey—only looks ciroes and
obeys sulkily. You know I suppore what
1 mean. You have seen that kind of
obedience. Well it is very disrespectful.
It is very much like saying, *'I obey be-
cause I must; but I would not if 1 could
help it.” And to show that such is not
the right kind of vbedience our text says:
*‘Honor thy father aud thy mother.”
Obey them in a way that honors them, or
so henor them that you will obey themin
a proper way. Now sulky obudience
shows no henor, but on the contrary dis-
respect. -

Then there is

SLOW OBEDIENCE

which answers, ‘‘Just now.” ‘‘Yes, hy
and bye.” *‘\Vhen I have finished my
game,” &e., &c. Now there are tno evils
of slow obedience. It makes your parents
wait, which is not honoring them. And
it often leads to positive disobedience, be-
cause hefore the game is over you forget
all about what father or mother said.
You are perhaps very sorry afterward
when it is too late. e better way is to
obey at ouce, before you have time to
forget.
hen there is

GRUMBLING OBEDIENCE,

which. talks partly to itself and partly so
asto be heard. And what one heaus it
saying is something like this. ‘It is very
hard 1'm sure. I never gct my own way.
I must run for everybody.” Now thisis
nut true-—it is not kind and it is not re-
spectful.

But these things are uot uice so I will
not go on to preach about them. I hope
you seec what an ugly thing slky. slorr,
and grumbling cbedience is. And I hope
you sve that the right way to cbey your
parents and teachers is to do so prompfly
and cheerfully. You should do it in & way
that seemns to have aswmile in it and to
say, “l amglad if I can help you.” Try
to remember that if ;ou knew all the

- ife because they have not learned toobey ! ' Bible, and all the Latin and Greek too,
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and had taken a Scholarship besides, but | something good. And our tex! 2ncourages

had not learned to “iouor and obey your
parents you would te a poor scholar in
Christ’s achool. And though you might
be called very bright and clever you could
not be called and wise.

I hope none of your parents would ever
tell you to do anything wicked. That is
tov to be thought of. And unless
such a very strange thing were to happen
you are to vbey your parents, and at
school and Sunday school your teachers,
promptly and cheerfully. That is a first
thing—never to be forgotten—never to
be neglested. That is a chief thing,
better than learning the lungest lessons or
takiug the best prizes; for to be an obedi-
ent child ix to be & treasure to yourself
and to all your friends.

The second thing our text teaches is wchy
you are to obey and honor your pareits.
And two reasons are given.

First, one great reasom, “‘ltis sright.”
This is a good reason. It is a strong
reason. It is the first and last and best
reason for everyvthing. “'It is rizht.”
What can I say more than that? Canl
add anything to that?7 Nothing. It is
right, and anything else would be wrong
and everything else is wrong. As some
things are nicc and some are nasty, and
that is a goud reascn, without any more
talk, why you like the nice and leave the
nasty. so some things are right and svme
are wivng.  Aud when we are told that
obedience to parents is right that should
bLe envugh.  We must do what is right,
T wish we could all see what a beautiful
reason this is, not only for this command-
ment, but for all Gud's commandiments.
They are right. If we know that a thing
is right that should satiafy us. There
should be no more tatk-—uo more dispute,
If it is right, let our hearts say ‘‘thatis
enough.”

But a second reason is given. It is
protitable.  Good will come of it. You
will live lung and be blessed on the carth.
It is always good to do what is right
though it may seem to bring evil on us.
We are not to be good wmerely for prizes
ana barley sugar. A slave boy when
about to be sold was asked by a gentleman,
*If I buy you will yoube good ¢’ And
he returned this noble answer, “I intend
to be good whether you buy me or not.”
So we thould do the right because it is
right. Still evena good boy or girlis
encouteged by a prize ur a prowmise of

with a promise—Prosperity~ *"it shall be
well with thee"—an long life—*‘thou
shall live long on the earth.” I know you
want to be huppy, to be loved, to be
prosperous. But nothing that I can say
will como up with the words of my text,
“'that it may be well with thee.” This
means all good. A true .successful life.
This is the promise and the prize of obey-
ing and honoring -your parents.
means it. He will fulfil it. A dutiful
child not only does right; bat he shall be
blessed. It shall be well with him. And
an undutiful child dees wrong and shall
suffer for it. 1t shall not be well with
him. His undutifulness shall bring down
on his head and heart evil on the earth.
Perhaps some of you larger boys are
saying that it is only the law I am preach-
ing. That is a great mistake. 1t is both
law and gospel. The cummand, ‘‘honor
thy father and mother,” occurs twice in
Matthew's (iospel, twice in Mark, and
once in Lukc. And it was Jesus who
thns repeated it. In our “text under the
teaching of the Holy Sppirit, and also in
Cul. iii : 20, the Apostls Paul enforces it.
Authority meets us everywhere—law
reigns everywhere.  Are children only to
be without Jaw and. parents and parents
and teachers without authority? Look
at the sun. He rises and sets by law.
And he is never disubedient—never late
—nevereithersulky orslow. The mighty
ocean, whether he gently kisses the shore
with the ripple of his rising tide, or foams
in fury against opposing rocks, hears and
obeys the command, “Hitherto and no .
further.” The rose buds spread out their
beauty and diffuse their fragrance by law.
And it has been beautifully observed that
it is obedience to law that secures har-

‘mony, peace aud usefuluess everywhere.

Disobcedience in the sun would: bring on
the crash of doom ta the whole sular
system. The torrent that lcaves its
channel aud sweeps across the country
carries with it ruin and dismmay; but the
obedient stream scothes and cheers us
with its happy song as it lows on in bléss-
ing to the whole valley. How much do
the tame and gontle animals such as the
horse, the cow, the sheep, and the faith-

ful dog contribute to the comfort of man.
Out of his native jungle -thej tiger must
be chained or caged, and he frets savugely
at the restraint, while the horse feels
peacefully in his stall, and the house dog
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})lays with the children. All are under
aw; but the wild dispositivn is unhapg{,
the tame at peace and the thoroughly
trustworthy absolutely free. It will be so
with you according to the mind with
which you regard the law. Meet itina
wild, lawless gpirit and it will gall likea
chain or fret like a cage. Meet it in the
the s[l)irit in which Christ fulfilled it and
it will bring peace and freedom. Get the
right spirit towards your parents by learn-
ing of Jesus and then obedience will be
easy and pleasant. The command is al-
together right. It is unfortunately the
wild lawless mnind that makes all the
trouble. Pray, therefore, dear children,
for a docile and dutiful spirit. This
surely is of the Gospel for it is the spirit
of Jesus. Your friend.
Joux Mogtox.

PRECIOUS OINTMENT:

HOW TO USE IT.

Do not keep your box of vintment,
Break it o’er your friends tu.day;

Do not keap it in the darkness,
Half forgotten, laid away,

Lit:le deeds of love and kindness,
Don’t forget to give them now;
Don't forget to smonth the pillow—-
Dun’t forget to bathe the brow.

Send your flowers tu the living, )
Do not keep them for the grave—.
They may comfort some poor mourner,
They may strengthen, help, and save.
Send them in their fragrant beauty—
Show your friendship true and warm;
‘What would care a rusewoud casker?
What would care a lifeless form?

Hearts there are with burdens laden,
Bearing bravely toil and care;
Ready to receive your kindness
Should- you leave your vintment there.
Don't forget the kindly counsel—
Don't forget the Joving tune;
They will make the croes seem lighter
To some sorrow-laden one.

Al along life's rugged pathwa
Stretc%: your hand anps lift';our.' voice,
Bringing all your love and kindness,
Making every heart rejoice.
Keep your cintment ever ready—
Use it freely.—there is rovm;
It will bring you richest blessings,
Smocth your passage tothe tomb. —Sel.

REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MIS.
SION COMMITTEE.
I.—NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.
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The New Hebrides mission staff was
strengthened lust year by the acceasion of
three new men, Messrs. Morton, Leggntt -
and Landells, who have: been settled at
puints on Malekula and Malo, all of which,
as.well as Mr. Annand’s present field, are
new stations,

Mr. Annand, after his return to the
Islands, attended the Mission Synod held
| at Ambrim, May 20th, 1887. It was ther
agreed that he and Mr. Landells should
be aceomganied by Meesta Robertson,
Fraser and McKentie, to canise] them in
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the selection of fields of labor and aid
them in their settlement.

On their voyage of investigatiun, an
accident occurred which resulted in serious
cunsequences to their household and
Mission gouds—though providentially in
no loss of life. The Cairndhu, a vessel
chartered in Australia to carry the surplus
of goods which the Dayspring had to
leave, was conveying the wissionaries and
their goods to their homes now to be
chosen, when on the shores of the Island
of Malo, where Mr. Landolls was to be
settled, she was wrecked. All the pas-
sengers were saved without serious harm,
but much of the goods were soaked with
sea water and greatly injured, if not de-
stroyed. The Conunittee agreed to send

Mr. Annand, to recoup him.jin some
measure for his loss, $150 which Mrs. |,

Micrue of Galt, Ont., had contributed to
the Santo Fund, and which, failing the
appuintment of a missionary, she desired
might be appropriated for Mr. Annand’s
uses as he might see fit. We are pleased
also to note that the W. F. M. Society
forwarded 8150 for the same purpose.
The missivnary had said almost nothing
of his loss, but from other sources we
know that it was considerable. The loss
of the vessel falls on the owners and
underwriters.

Mr. Annand’s new station, the Island
of Tangoa, south of Santo, and about an
eighth of a mile distant from it, was
se%ected by the brethren as a suitable
station for Mr. and Mrs. Annand. They
found the natives friendly and docile.
Here they erected the Mission dwellings.
From this point Santo proper can be
reached by a few minutes rowing, so t-at
our missionaries can readily work among
. the tribesa—about a duzen in number—
living on Santo, that speak the same
dialect as is used by the Tangoans. Con-
cerning their new home the Annands
write as foliows :

Tangoa is a small islet on the scuth side
of Sante. It rises some fifty feet above
the sea and is upwards of 2 mile long and
about a third of a mile broad. It isdry
and rocky but a beautiful spot. dense
fuliage down to the water's.edge. .We
have a good deal of the underbrush cleared
away and just the finer trdez left around
our home.” We have about eight. acres of
land which gives us quite a nice: little
Eark“ There are two nuble banyan troes,

ings of our furcst, near the house. We!

are about two hundred yards from the gea
shore, a benutiful, sandy beach, Our
harbor is a fine une, with good anchorage,
and also a good watering place for ships,
as there is a river of sulemfid Waiurenter-
ing the harbor from the mainland.

Thée Tangoans are the most important
people on this side of Santo and are some-
what feared by others. They are said to
be cannibals, but we have seen nothing of
it yet. Penace reigns on all the south side
of Santo just now. They build large
canoes and gu in them on long trading
expeditions. Though they live un this
isle, their plantations are chiefly on the
mwainland, to which they cross every day
to work., They are quite industrivus and
have plenty of food fur their own use and
also for sale. .

Ten viilages of our people live on the
mainland, speaking the same language,
while on this south side of Sauto there
are people speaking three other dialects,
all of whom we expect tu be under our
care. Wehope by acquiring vnhe language,
to be able to work the whole of the south
side of Sante, with the kelp of teachers.
Then there still remains three-quarters of
the island uncared for. :

in regard to appearance these pecple
ar rather fine looking. The men are more

-| decently covered than on some of the

other heathen islands. but the women. the
Jess said about their costume the better.
It noeds reforming. They do not seem
8o averso to weaning our cluthes. as on
some of the other heathen islands. Wa
have given out quite & number of shirts
for men and Loys, also some dresses.

The women here Qo the drudgery of the
work. The men pay more for their wives
than on some of the other islands further
svuth. They pay frow five to twenty pigs
for a girl, the price depending. upon her
rank and appearance.  Polygamy is
practiced. One wman. bas eight wives,
ancther three, and many of them have
two. All seem to manage to get oue.

‘We are very well pleased with our new .
station. It is the best spot that could
gave been selected from which to work

outhern Santo. We have a good har-
bor—a “compnratively healthy piace—a
ccatral lgcality, and we are .among the
most influential peuple on thiscoast.  We
were thus guided in haste, for we had no
time to look elsewhere to.settle in a very
desirable region. Other parta of Santo
are, up duubt, more populous, but they
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must have other missionarics,

The health of Mr. Arnand hassuffered,
probably m consequence of the fatigue
and exposure connected with settlement
and house building, and for several wecks
he was prostrated with sciatica, but recent
accountr indicate that he had pretty well
recovered. We pray and trust that no
permanent impairment of health will re-
main. His station seems to be a healthy
one, and we believe the church has great
cause to bless God for guiding his servants
to a position so favorably situated for the
prosecution of their work. Maythe Lord
of the harvest make abundantly fruitful
the good seed they are suwing.

EFATE.

The Rev. J. W. McKenzie, with his
family, wade a brief visit to Australia—
partly fur a changoe and rest, and partly
also to supersise the printing of a portion
of the Scriptures which he had trauslated.
"Heveturned to his station by the Day-
spriug in April  From his interesting ve-

* port. we gmther that the work on this Is-
land has been goiug on satisfactorily upon
the old linus,

heen kept up, also the weekly prayer-meet-
ings, and the candidates’ and teachers’
classes.  On Sabbath there has been the
earlv morning prayer-meoting conducted

oy the natives themselves, the regular ser- !

viceat 9 4. m., the Sabbath-school at 2 p.
w., aund the Bible-class for adults st 3.30.
The new church presents quite a civilized
appearance, as seats were brought down
grom Sydney. whigb cust over forty pounds.
The congregation’is also mich larger, as
the Pango people now attend.  They live
only about 2 mile and a half from Erakor,
but the ditliculty hitherto has been to get
acruss the lagoons; at Mr. McKenzie's
suggestion, they went to work and made
cances. Mr. McKenzie and his brother
missionary, Mr. onald, have between
thew translated the New Testament into
thenative dialect. The work at Fila is
very hopeful, *The last heathen there has
joined .us,” says Mr. McK., “‘and quitea
number of youug people attend the candi-
dates’class. They have all deserted their
old village and built new huta near the
s{wre. is, from a sanitary point of
view, is well, for in heatheniam they buried
the dead either inside their huts or very
near them; and then they think they will
be able to make a cleaner sweep of their

The usual morning schools !
for adults and the children's schools, have |

old customs by moving away from every-
thing that would remind them of them.”
Touching allusion is made to the death of a
native teacher named Kulman, who seenis
to have been the most industrious and suc-
cessful in bringing the .Efatese to & know-
ledge of the truth, Week after week, and
month after month, he went about until
he had gathered.in quite a number of dis-
tant villages:~+Gratoful acknowledgement
is made of‘money sent for the training and
eupport of native teachers by Mr Hingly
of Oxfurd, Shediac und Moncton Sabtiuth-
schools, the ladies of Hermon Church,
Millsville, N. S., and from the students
of the Presbyteriari Cullege, Montreal.

Statistics.—Renounced heathenism du-
ring the year, 70; attending candidates. -
classes, 50; members admitted, 16; sus-
petided, 8; réstared, 8; diath of church
members, 8; communicamts, 137; attcnd-
ing children’s schools, 5.

ERROMANG A,

The Rev. Hugh A. Robertson, nnder
date of Jan. 9th, writes as follows: —

*The louger we are here and the older
we grow, the more do wo seem (o be oblig-
ed to do, and this year 1 bave been sinply
overvhelmed with wak of all kinds, first-
assisting at thie settlement of Messis
Landells and Antand, aud since then «n
this island. ‘ :

And if my work is trying on we, Mrs. .
Robeitson’s is much niove so_onher, |
seem to get sume rest after say ¢ p. m,
or after tea, but that is just the tiwe the
sick anrd old natives come or.gend for
medicine, and for fea and bread along with
meditine, and Mrs. Roburtson must sce
about the tea and bread or our servants
would soon get through with all vur sup-
plies. )

Then she is trying just now to bring vp
on gust’s milk, two younyg native children
whose mothers have died, :

To add to this, for seven months past
there has been, and still is, inueh sickuess
on this island, aud the death rate, always
high, has been higher far than for the
last few years. " Five bava died in this vil-
lage, and the death wail, especially dur-
ing the ui%ht is, to us at Jeast. most dis-
wal. Perhapssince the beginning of June
of Jast year, or during the Jast seven men-
ths, as meay a8 80 persons have dicd, and
of these three were goodfaithful teachers.
and two of them died within the la .t few
wceks and one indeed only a weck ggo.
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But we have this comforting thought
that the light of God’s holy word has been
shining in at least thirty villages for years.
and we cling to the hope that at least sume
of those who have been - called away from
us, received the truth and the love of it
into their hearts,

We also have this  other thought that
comforts us, that by mediciues, nourishing
foods, personal care, cheering words, we
have been the means of savinz many lives.
God has heard our Et&yeu and has blessed
our attentions and help.

Our two little children with us, Annie,
six years, and Mabel, one year old, are
well excepting the present sickness of Ma-
bel, which we trust will soon give place to
health again. )

Mrs. R. though daily at work, does so
because she feels it must be doue, and be-
cause helpful - though trained natives are,
you require to be at the beginning, the
middle, and the end of everything your-
self, with any of these New Hebrideaus,
if it is to be well and satisfactorily done,
But though almost coustantly at work
" from 6a. m. to8 or9p. n.,, Mrs. R.is
not strung, and for several years not even
in good health. Just now she is auffering
from fever and ague and inflamel tirnat
and weakness, and the weatheris very
warm and clammy, and most trying even
to strong people. Until this attack, Mrs.
R. has not had fever for a long time.

The winter months—May to QOctober—
are very pleasant, but the suimer or rain;
season,is most relaking. North or N. W,
wind, rain, rain, rain, thuuder and light-
ening, moist, clammy, wéather, the sca
breaking up and dashing against the rocks,
closing the passage to the bay, no Day-
apring, no desr friend of a like spirit to
spend a fow hours or days with ue, and,
to add to this, the hardest of all, except-
ing when our hearts are cold and God is
not in all our thoughts, is that three of our
. dear children are fifteen h““‘gﬁ"’d miles

from us, and, that for nearly three years
we have not seen them.

But I am afraid you will think I am get-
ting glovmy in my old age, and that my
habit of looking at the bright side has
been exchanged for that of picking out
the dark spots and the discouraging points
in regard to our field, people and work,
and that you will be almost forced to say,
**Why, theirs is & most gloomy, hopelets
mission atation, have they no white spots
in their blanketsf” Yes, we have, and ]}

will close with a few white sputs or bit of
news,

Regarding our work on Erromanga, the
Lord’s Supper was dispensed on the 4th
Sept. at Cook’s Bay, to one hundred and
fifty adult church members, Five hun-
dred people were present at that gathering
from Saturday to Monday. Had com-
munion at Dillon’s Bay lust Sabbath for
all who were not able to hé present at
Cook’s Bay. Twenty-five ' partovk, also
ourselves, and Capt. or Count Ranzow,
of Copenhagen. Thirty-five teachers were
paid on Monday last, up to 31st Dec., 1887.

Besides regular morning school for
adults on Dillun’s Bay, three young men
teach in the forenoon a class for children,
and this year twenty-two boys and girls
attend daily, except Saturdays. Three
married teachers and one single man are
teachers on Epiand Tongoa, and three
married couples assist the missionaries on
Tongna and Malikula, as servants.

We have shipped 3300 lbs. of arrowroot
this year, 1887, (the largest amount ever
contributed by Erromanangans in one
year) for payment of bouks.

We have thoroughly repaired our house
from top to gruund, removed the thatch,
put on rafters, and have almost finished
the putting on of an irun (corrugated) roof,
and under the iron we put first § inch
buards, felt, nails, posts and fluoring. We
have built a new kitchen with a cellar for
milk, ete., under.

Our natives have made, (free labor),
four kilns of lime, built an excellent plas-
tered achool house at Cook’s Bay, cut and
carried fuel for us, have given us 12 lafkce
hogs since our return from Santo, and
along with these perhaps a ton of yams.

The teachers on the east side have re-
funded e in casly, since May last, all ex-
cept £56 of the cust of o fine whale boat
which [ got made in Sydnuy for them, and
which the Dayspring broughtdown, The
cust of the boat in Sydney, with all fix-
ings, sails, cars, anchor and chain, was”
£40 5s. sterling. \Vith this boat they col-
lect the arrowroot bulb, visit the districts
and bring the arrowrvot, when prepared,
from East Erromanga. They have put
storm rigging on all vur own, and the mis-
sion buildiugs on East and West Erro-
manga, only last ' weel:  These buildings
number 17 Dillon’s Laj, 2 in Cook's Bay
and 5 in Portina Bay, or 24 in ali.

Two souns of the.nurd :rer of John Will. .
iams are leadihg teachars. cie of the
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7
adult, the other of the infant class, with- ' SUMMARY OF STATE OF MATTERS WITH REF-

in 8 gunshot of where Williams bled to
death forty-nine years ago. :
These.are bright spots are they not.”

DAYSPRING.

The Mission vessel Dayspring has sus-
tained the good reputation of past years.

" She made two trips frum Sydney to the

.

islands, and went each time through the
whole group—all the way from Aueityum
to Bauto, calling, both guing and return-
ing at all the intervening stations. The
8250 which we spend for her annual sup-
port, is many times repaid in the accom-
modation and comfort sfforded our mis-
sionaries by her services. . We note with
psleasure that new channels of communica-

tion with the New Hebrides are opening &

up. ‘Monthly mails will hereafter be sent
from Avustralia via New Caledonia, by the
steamships which carry the mails to the
Fiji [slands.

EXTRACT FROM REPORT OF COM-
MITTEE ON SUPPLEMENTS.
(EASTERN SECTION.)

The Committee on Supplements have
agreed to act in line with the Western
Section of the Church, in the matter of
the terns of qualification for participation
in the benefits of the Fund, to the effect
that ‘“‘when the number of communicants
is more than double the number of - fan.
ilies, the Committee shall have discre-
tionary power to mnake a grant, even
‘though the winimum contribution per.
communicant be not reached.” At pres:

" ent, this modification of the rule affects

only six of vur congregations, of which two
have all along been special cases, leaving
only one to be dealt with hereafter asa
special case. .

At the meeting of Synod in October,
the Committee made as usual a full state-
ment of the condition and needs of the
Fund. That court cordially endoursed
the proposal to, raise $8100 for the ycar
ending 3lst March, and allocateéd this
amount among “the soveral Presbyteries,
with instructions to congregaticns to en-
deavour to complete their collections at
latest before the end of April. The fol-
lowing summary shows at a glance the ex-
tent to which Presbyteries have carried
out the recommendation of Synod and
realized the-wishes of your Committee.

ERENCE TO AUGMENTATION AT THE
CLOSE OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR,
MAY 1sT, 1888, -

ol wl »
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aEETal v B 5
- - 2 N 8
AL LEDD D m)
Pom . B B
RS S B -
rilg -
- E : B
R
g P PP~ -t QAmountaL
| wooEioeote wial
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o o nod.
% 88838288838 o
p e perto ‘Amt realiz-
3] 00 =T 10 €2 80 62
8| SEEIEIEEEREwd by Pros
gl 88588383888 VT
No. of Con
; gregations
§| ' nBRE SRS moorealizngal.
lotments in
full. - ..
No. of Con-
e ] uregations
= | o ooote e oo wnakingpar
c . ltial payw't,
R No. of Con-
M gregations
a ...w,..w. g-o: P ,..&makiug no
- Troone contribu-
‘ i P tion.
Donations, Bequests and Inverests,

8217.50. Total receipts, 88016 03.
This table shows that nut of 178 con-
ations or ~inission atations within the
bounds of thq:8ynod, to which allocations
were xaude/only ten failyd to make any
collection, and;that of the 168 that did
contribute, 137. veachéd . the full amount
asked of them by their respective Prea-

-byteries. :Your: Committee, therefore,

whilé'they t that any should have
neglected to help this most important
scheme, have much reason for thankfal-
ness that the response has been so general
anu hearty. More congregations have
contributed the full amount for which they
were asked—than ever before. .The num-
ber that failed to contribute is smaller

PR
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than in any previous year, anud never be.
fure has your Comnittee so nearly realiz-
ed the full amount asked for, so that they
think that it may be fairl{ inferred that
the scheme is on & surer footing than at
any previous time."

Our balance was slightly increased dur-
ing the year and the Committee hope to
be able to do with $8000 during the comn-
ing year, so that the outlook for the fut-
ure is by no means discouraginy. Pros-
byteries, however, must not re their
effurts tu socure a collection from every
congregation aud mission station within
their bounds,—and such cullsctions as
will aggregate the amounts allotted by Sy-
nud to the Preshyteries. The scheme has
been so successful, and has accomplished
80 wuch goed in tho past. that the enthus.
iasm with - which.it. was launched should
not be allowed to diminish,

-1t is not probable that a reductivn be-
low 83000 can be made in the sum asked
fur by the Commnittee for a long time, for
as congregations fostered by this scheme
become self-sustaining and cease to draw
trom it, others will be developing from
nission stations into the dignity of pas-
toral charges requiring aid irom the
Fund. It s therefore of the last itapor-
tance that Presbyteries should most cave-
fully visit all congregations below the
minimum, whether aid " receiving or not,
and eudeavour to develop to us great am
extent as puossible, their powers of  self-
support. 1tis in this way aloune, your
Committee are convinced, that our win-
isters can all enjoy the blessing of the
miuimum srlary, anda free house.  If too
much is left to be accomplished by  the
Fund, it will be strained beyond its pow-
ers of endurance and roversion to the old
trype of most inadequate stipends, and
these delayed in their paymonts, will be
the inevitable result.  Nut vnly must the
Fund be supported by every part loyally

contributing its quota, but\side by side
* with that, all congregations below the
minimum must be stinulated to put forth
their best excrtions to help themselves so
that they shall have a better title to help
from the Fuud, than the mere fact that
they qualify under the existing rules can
give them. -

Your committes in making grants have
cndeavoured to impress upon Preaby-
teries the necessity of securing the full
winimum for the ministers not alone by
asking large grauts from the Fund, but

also and especially by edacing the powers
of self-support that congregations porsess.
Su important does this appear to the Com-
mittee that they apgointed asuall sub-
Committee to consider the cass of con-
gregations that have been receiving laige:
grants for several years, and suggest sote
scheme for a ual. redugtion of -the
same. It is to be hoped that. with the co-
operation of Presbyterie, thy. Committee.
will be able to accomplish sumething year
by year in thisline. - '
© E. A. McCurpy, Chairman,
P. M. Morrisox, Secretary.

“THOU IN THY LIFE TIME
RECEIVEDST THY GOOD
© THINGS.”

" | BY REV JOHN MORTON.
. [For.the-Maritime.

Laying emphasis on ‘‘thy,” wiil probab-
ly bring out the meaning more clearly.
This rich inan_bad: fermed 2 judgment of
what was guod and he had fixed his mind
chietly on weelth and all the comforts and
enjoyments which wealth can purchase.
He sought and loved these things as goud,
and having obtdined them honestly it
wonld appear he sat down to enjoy them.

They were the only guodthings he had,
or sought. They weré his chosen portion.
With themn he wascontentand, to the level .
of his life, happy. = An leradlite, ¥ich Ly
inheritance, ur grown rich as & werchant
or Banker, retired, at lesure.to'enjoy his
wealth, respected for hisprubity” husimess

capacity and wealth, and not -fokgetful

in his lordly way of Lazarus. at his gate,
‘what was amias in his life? Chiefly, this,
he had wade the world'his pértiofi, and
oh he was 5o pitiably pour. " These were
all his goud things— purple and tine linen
and sumptuous fare. Beyond these he
bad nething. And there came. a day
when all these had to be left. Destitute
he awoke in anguish far from God, from
hope : nd from heaven.

They that seek shall find. A manasa
general rule gets his good things—the
good things he seeks. .But he gets no
more. The higher good despised and un-
sought ¢omes not. unsought to - him. At
length he awakens in ahiguish in his pov-
erty. 1f this occurs in time while yet bet-
ter things may be sought how blessed the
awakening! If in hopeless torment how
sad! “Thou hust received thy goud
things,” what espeetation remains?




THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

211

THE LATE RFV. JOHN SPROTT.

The memory of this vénerated father of
thechurchisnow beingrevived by the publi-
cation of parts of his journal and, corres-

ndence. To some of the readers of the

ARITIME, Mr, Sprotts name is a house-
hold word. Many of them ,however, ne-
ver heard him preavh and never perused
his racy letturs. Twenty-eight years ago
one of his characteristic letters appeared
in the ‘old Hwme and Foreign
We are sure that it will be enjoyed hy all,
and even a second perusal of it will prove
inierveating to our older readers. How
great the change in the Musquodoboit
valley within the period of €0 years ro-
ferred to by Mr. Sprott. Sixty years ago
only three School houses and one church.
The three achool houses have grown to
neatly twenty and the one church to
eleven. Twenty years aga there was but
two maila per week, now a daily mail and
a railway talked of. ~ -

Mr. Sprott’s rewarks concerning the cir-
culation of good religious literature and its
value to he family are just as pertinent
nowas 2Qyears ago. Though religious
literature is circylated yet how uften there
isalack of knowledge and interestin the
work of the church. Many donot take
our religious periodicals and not afew sub-
soribers do not read and study them, Let
the sage advice of the late honored Father
Sprott concerning religious literature and
missionary news be well pondered over

andlaid to heart. -Andnow for the letter.

Maxse or TULLOCHGORY.
- Dec. 26; 1860,

“The settlement of Musquod »h;;it wis
occupied by Indians until the close of theé

American Resolution. Francis. Paul, ‘the |

famous Indian hunter, has been scen pass-
ingdown the river’ wifh 60 moose skins in
his cance, It was :at first séttled - very
slowly and the white people didlittle : to
sweep down the forestsand improvethe

seil. They could easily acquire a living, o

forthe fish came .into.the pan, them

deer to the door, and thegattle lived watil | lix be
they,dropt their horns; - In time the.set-.

bt i

. tlement filled up more rapidly. aud. thetw-
was asprinkling of houszs onithe bank of:  Very, pogt
. .. 0 bed. supperless.or dig olams.by the. mopn-

When [ came to. Musquodoboit . forty e ould b
iean ago ithad only.three little achonl-.
ouses and one church. . Xt has ‘low.eiglit’
religious buildings'siid fourteen handsonte ;

the river for fifty miles. =~ . -

ecord |

v

Jight for & living befo

school houses, Isuppose the population
to he about 2000. The chief source of
their wealth is the rich intervale and good .
meadow on the tanks of the river which
yield an abundance of hay, and they soll
beef, butter, .apd wool, The furmers on
the river live well but the. back settlers on
the high Innds have furthe most part (like
the Amorites of the Old Testument,) to
itch their tents ut no great distance from

u nble iovort'y, yot being all freeliolders
they make a living and are better off than
seyrvants in another- country. In olden
times we were nearly £0-miles from - the
Post Office but now wehave excellent roads
and the il coach passes through the set-
tlements twice in the week, e

Thepe?sle of Musguodoboit were ori¥in-
ally a small colony from Truro and like
them of sharp intellects-that could almost
see into the shell of a tortuise. The chiefs
among the eatly settlers were baptized by
the: names of Burke, Brice, Hamilton,
Washington. and other popular namee, and
this accounts for their being Liberals, and
they could not be anything else - even if
they had wished.it. But polities among
them have gut a lull, and they have turn-
ed their attention to ploughs and harrows
aud are breaking up the bogs and swamps
where frogs and mosquitoes hold their
town meetings. . '

The cultivation of the soil is the best of
all arts, an employment taught man by.
his Maker in the moming of the world,
and when he follows it, he may Ly sober -
reflection still gather flowers which shall
flourish-in the paradise above.

The Musquedoboit’ people are a branch
of John Knox’s family-and the suil is un- .
favorable to new religivus adventurers, .
They have a' strong religious spirit and
gl:o‘ good attendance to divine service

bbath schools, Bible classes, and prayer
meetings * Mot of them read the Regis-
ter. I hope the Missivnary Record may
bave a wide' circulation. A weekly reli-
gious ngiwspaper.and & good magazine. are
ot immense value: to & young family.
thous informaton of chig kiud they. inust |
¢ behind the age atd dre in danger .of
falling in “among, tho .dregs of 'society.
Your publication is.very cheap, wit!in the:,
reach of the Very poptest. I would go, to

)

e 1. would be ahit
out_from the periodical literature “and
missionary newauf, the.day. - 1 am ghd
to sed you in'the ~editorial cliair, and I .’
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trust that you will task all your powers to
make the Record worthy of the Presby-
terian Church and equal to the . capacitics
and wants of the people.” s

PRESBYTERY OF LUNENBURG
AND SHELBURNE.

I. STATISTICS.

The returns from the 9 congregations
and 1 Mission Station report 735 families,
a net gain of 13 during the year.

There were 877 communicants; 156 were
added during the year, and 53 removed,
leaving a net gain of 102. All the congre-
gations report accessions during 1887. The
average attendance at prayer-mectings,
was u little less, but at Sabbath schools it
was 136 more than in 1886,

II. FINANCES.

Oulr one congregation reported arrears,
viz . Shelburne, and they have since then
been partly paid off

Contributions to achemes of the church
show a slight decrease, for more than half
of which—830—the Sabbath schools are
responsible. Riversdale, Shelburne, New
Dublin, and The Rocks (nission station)
report nothing given for missions hy Sal-
bath schools. .

The amount contributed by the Presby-
tery to the different schemnes are as follows:
1. College, (ordinary) g 92
2. *t~  (apecial) b

3. Home Missions 88
4. Augmentation 362
5. Fronch Missions 44
4. Foreign Miesions 381

7. Aged and Infirm Ministers
8. Presbytery and Synud Funds 79
9. Assembly Fund .

$1088
Of ‘this amount Sabbath schools gave
8i5t.
D. 8. F.

WHAT SORT OF RELIGION?

One Lord’s day, some children were
gathered round a village church, waiting
for tho commencement of public worship,
when a waggon with a aumber of persons
in it, who were guing out for pleasure,
etopped, and one of the men called out to
the children: “Hallo, there! what sort
of religion do you have there?”’

One of the young lads replied, ¢‘A sort
of religion that forbids our travelling on
Sunday, sr.”

GAMBLING.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

Foreign journals inform us that during
the last season there were eighty-vne
suicides at Monaco, the notorious . head-

uarters of the gamblers on the shoregof
the Mediterraneart] The number of trage-,
dies porpetrated as the result of the insane
infatuation of the gaming-tahle, ave legi-
on. Many of the mysterious suicides
which fill the records of the morgues, or
haunt the dark depths of the rivers aroundi
our cities,’ would reveal the same story.
Gambling is practiced to an oxtent which

ufet people nover dream of. It is prac-
ticed, for amall stakes, by thousands of
young men in all our large towns—practic-
ed in tke privacy of their vooms in their
lodging-houses as well asin houses for
“*‘professional” play. In the smaller towns
of the West, it is said to he fearfully pre-
valent. Ewmployers little suspect— alas!
fathers and mothers as little suspect—
what devilish mischief is going on under
the covery of secrecy. ny of the lar-
cenies committed in stores, counting-
rooms, and bapks (some of which are -
‘hushed up” to syve from open disgrace
and puniahment.?, are committed in order
to cuver up the losses at the card-table or
in lottery-oftices and I-rooms. The
heroic Antheny Qomstock has from time -
to tiine published some of these harrow-
ing statistics.

This perilous practice, which so often
becomes fatal to character and to the im-
moital soul, begins just as drunkenness
begins, by playing with fire. At the bot-
tom of the first glass of wine that the tip-
pler tampered with, lay ‘an adder. Un-
derneath the first dime that is ever thrown
down in a game of chance, is concealed a
serpant. Whenayoung wan makeshis first
bet, ur puts up his first wager at & match
or a race, or risks his initial penny at a
card-table, he puts a ceal of fire into his-
bosom which is not easily extinguished, it
may kindle into a conflagration which willk
‘‘burn’ unto the lowest hell.” The step
that costs is the first step. Gambling for
a dime is as essentially a sin as gambling
sor a thousand dollars. No sin is a trifle.
My dear youth! the moment that your
cunscience excuses the slightest departure
from absolute Right asa ‘“‘mere trifle,”
that moment you have let the enewy slip
in his little finger. It will nut be long
befare you are imwhis fatal grasp. When
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you lay down your first stake, even if it is
only “in fun,” you are actually gambling.
Remember that there is alwaysa firat
inch at the top of every precipice. Stop
bufore you begin! .
Ido not make the absurd affirmation
that every one who under any circum-
stances plays a gawe at cards is a gambler,
any more than ever every one who drinks
a glass of wine is a tuper. But it is equal-
ly true that he who never touches an in-
toxicant, cannot possibly become a drunk-
ard, and he who never playsa game of
hazard, cannot possibly becume a game-
ster, My own personal practice at board-
ing-school and college was one of entire
abstinence from 'cards as well as from
wine-cups. I have never witnessed a play
in a theatre, or seen a horse-race, nor do
I consider that I have lost anything by
keeping all such coals of fire out of ‘my
garments. All games of chance have a
dangerous fascination. \rch deacon Far-
rar has truly said *‘There is a gambling
element in human nature.” It must be
guarded against just as carefully as any
sensual appetite. With the excitement
of a gameofhazard comes the strong temp-
tation to risk a stake on the game; as soon
as the first stake is laid down, conscience
goes with it, and*the Devil wins the game.
So strong is the fascination of this sor-
cery, that in - the public ‘‘Conversazione-
halle” of Baden-Badeun, I have seen well-
dressed ladies watch the roulette-table
until they became so bewitched with the
play that they would furtively toss a gold
Napoleon uver on the table from behind
the crowd. The ‘“‘wambling element” in
them had taken fire. No small amount
of betting is-indulged in by ladies at the
Saratoga races. Just here lies the peril
with you, my friend. The excitement of
ganes of hazard sets you in a flame; then
comes & small stake; then a Jarger. If
fou win, you play to win more, and if you
ose, you.play on to make up your lgsses.
Before you know it, the hot coals you
tuok into your bosom have set you on fire,
and burned your conscience to a crisp.
But it is not only from card-tables and
faro-banks that mischief is to be appre-
hended. Many are tempted to take ‘a
small risk” in mining-stocks or other vola-
tile stocks that are playing up and down
in the market. I have known a half doz-
en mere lads to *‘puol” their earnings or
their pocket-money in a venture or ashare
or two of stock. is rage for dabbling

in stocks turns hundreds of respectable
people—not only boys, but gray-haired
men—into actual gamblers, although they
would be shocked if the ugly name were
applied to them. They are not shocked
at the thing itself. Of course, there is as
legitimate business transgeted in the pur-
chase and sale of stucks, bouds, and pub-
lic securitics, as there is in the purchase
and sale of breac- tuffs or real 18 ate, Yet
there are reckless ganbling opurations in
all of them. The stock~gamb{)er is a man
who buys what he does not pay for, and
sells what he does not deliver. The per-
son who ought to be attending to his own
business, and yet ventures certain sums
in stock speculations, runsa fearful 1isk
of financial ruin. The sad obitaary of
more than one recent defaulter and pur-
loiner of trust-funds might be written in
a simple line *‘committed moral suicide in
Wall street.”

The dangers to young men are increas-
ing from several causes. 1st. There isa
growing passion for getting rich suddenly
and easily. The lure of allgaming, wheth-
er it be with dice or with cards, in lotter-
ies or in puol-rooms, on the race-course or
in the stuck-market, the specious lure is
to get semething for nothing. **Why should
I toil hard to earn a dollar when I can
possibly win an hundred by the twin of a
card, or the speed of a horse, or a sharp
operation in stocks?”’ So reasons covet-
ousness, and thrusts his hand into bhot
coals tv snatch thedollars. 2d. The gam-
bling element js'insinvating itself nore
and more into'the trade of our land; the
immense sudden gains or Josses by *‘cor-
ners,” ‘‘pools,” etc., are alarming evideu-
ces of this fact. - Old-fashioned slow and
sure methods of business are sneered at;
he is accounted the smartest wan whe by
a shrowd “‘operation,” wins in a month
what solid sensible men used to earn in a
life-time. 3rd. The rapid increase of a
luxurious and self-indulgent style of liv-
ing, fans this flame of reckless venture.
Living by luck is a distrust of Providence
and a tampering with the devil. A life
ordered by God’s laws, is uever a game of
chance.

This whole topic is one for pulpits to
discuss and for Christians to think about.
Not merely is rafling at church-fairs an
outrage against civil law that ought to be
scourged out of the sanctuary, but God's-
people should beware how they tamper
with all and. every seductive device for
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etting something for. nothing. Every
ﬁollar got by any othor means than by in-
heritance, or by honest industry, or hon-
wirable exchange, leaves you the pouorer.
What concord  hath Christ with Belial?
He alone who walketh uprightly, walketh
surely.

LIFE-PREACHING.
BY DR. T. L. CUYLER.

Very few people possess the gift of
vhetorical eloguence; but it is within the
reach of every earnest follower of Jesus
Lo rise to great eloguence in characterand
conduct. The best preaching, after all,
is the preaching of the daily life. No
sceptic ever attempts to refute that. 1t
is self-ovidencing. Richard Cecil con-
fessed that when he tried in his early life
tu be 4 sceptic his godly mother's lite was
too much for him,  He afterwards added

to this that **his first feelings of religion |’

were made stronger Ly seeing that truly
* pivus people had a gennine happiness that
the things of this world could not give.”
Sumetimes the pulpit discourse is nue clear
to the understanding or impressive to the
conscience.  But the *living epiatle”
needs no translation or commentary; every
child can uuderstand it. :

"1 have known a por sick gir) to become
a:"'means of grace” to a whole family by
her quiet patience, her screne trust, and
hpp tranquil joy under severe suffering.
Jebus Christ shone out through herlovel
character as a night law:p shines thro
& transparent porcelain vessel, and ;;%la
the apartment with a gentle radiance. A
fearless Christian clerk of my acyuaintance
wakes himsel! felt in the same way among
his fellow clerks in the store. Without
any Pharisaic pretensions or assumptions,
he gives them some admirable *‘object
teaching ' almost every day by his square,
manly style of conscientious conduct.
John Angell James, the famous Birming-
ham minister, said in one of his lectures,
*‘If I have a right to consider mysolf a
Christian, if I have attained to auy use-
fulness in the church of Christ, I owe it
in the way of instrumentality to the sight.
of a compunion who slept in the same
room with me. He bent his knees every
night in prayer, and that roused wny
slumbering conscience and sent an arrow
to my heart. For although 1 had been
religiously educated, I had ueglected
prayer and cast off the fear of God. My

conversion followed, and my preparation
for the work of the ministry. Nearly
half & century has rolled away since theu, -
but that little chamber and that prayiny
youth are still present to my imagination,
and will never be forgotten, uven amidst
the splendors of heaven and through the
ages of eternity.”

This testimony, from the author of the
“‘Anxious Inquirer,” and one_of the fore-
most ministers of his day, is ihost impres.
sive. Observe that it was.-not what his
room-mate said, but simply what he did,
that wrought so potent an influence. It
was genuine life-preaching, the unconsci-
ous influence of a Ohristian act. This -
st{le of preaching is within the reach of
all ages and all conditions of life.—N. Y.
Ervangelist.

THE FAMINE IN ASIATIC TURKEY,

How little the’ one half of the world
with its peace and plenty knows how the
other half lives. While in our Western
lands we have peace and - plenty, the far
East is seldom free from some national
trouble.

The past winter has been a very severe
one in Asia Minor. Letters from mission-
aries of the American Board contain such
extracts as the following:™

*At Hadjin, sixty wmiles from Marash,
there have been many deaths from starva.
tion, and abhout one hundred families in
that city are supported by ocharity. At
one of the villagesin the mountain where
aid has been given, a snowfall of two and
a half feet has prevented the people from
finding roots and acorns, on which befure
that cgoy had lived. Cther villages re-
gort that muny people are face to face with

eath. In Adana, about 250 families are
aided, while others Lesiege thie missionary,
and he speaks of their cry as too terrible
for description. At Hassan Beyle .thirty
out of forty-five Protestant families ‘are
entirely out of food.” -

At Marash and Vicinity “there has
been'no work and no trade during the
long, cold. winter. Thousands of able-
bodied men have not earned a day's wages
forséveral months, and the result 'is
pinching poverty everywhere. - The poor -
in many villages are living chiefly on the
leaves of wild muau;rd,.tumip; and other
plants, ana are now flocking into the city
to beg here and there a piece of bread.
the guverument reports eightecn thousand -
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men in the Albustan villages without
food. Petitions -fur help .come from all
directions.” . ! .

‘““Even while I am writing these words
a delegation of thirty Armenians froma
little vilage in the Atuanus push their way
iuto my study and plead for bredd for
their hungry families at home. The streets
of the city’ swarm with beggars.- The
Protestant_churches are. doing nobly in
providingfor their poor, but the distréss
among the Moslems, Armenians, and Jews
is very great. It was 50 hard to'turmaway
the hungry from our dvor empty,-.thav
from the gift of afriend we begaiamonth
ago to give a cent apiece, the price of a
small lpaf of bread. to those who seemed

most needy, and though our house is one--

half mile from the ceiitre of the’ city,
there were twenty-five hundred applicants
within a few days. We then appointed
an agent to distribute-among the non-Pro-
testant population nearly half aton a day.
We also make & grant.each week to the
poor in the different Protestant churches,
and are now giving employment to-almost
a hundred nien in special work on mission
premises, Some of these roughmen work
all day, hungry and faint,, that they ‘may
‘carry home more bread-niohey to their
starving families. We pay but thirteen
and one-half cents a.day, yet the pressure
for work is so great thut we aveobliged to
select the men by tickets the.previous day,
making constant chahges thatas many as

possible may shave the-benefit of this small |

fayor. Many afe selling their beds.and
and clothes for food, and not only the em-
pty larder but the pale and-thin faces show
thar the wolf is really at the door.”™
“‘In addition. to- the $28,358 previously
received by-the Treasurer of the' Amorican
_Board, something’ over seven thousanid

dollars were contributed in -the month of

March for faming relief in. Turkey. These

generous gifts have doubtless been the:

means of saving multitudes of lives. and
have been an unspeakable - comfort to
others who were not quite so desperately
off. It is cheering to know that copious
rains kave fallen throughout the famine
district, so-thatin July; and’in some places

" even.in Juné, the” pressing want will "bey,

over. But there will be much poverty
and want for nonths to come.”

A “Friend of Missions,” Pictov Land-

ing, sends 82.00 for the Hague School,

Demarara.

A HUGE MEXICAN 1DOL.

Few are aware that the largest idol in
the world is in Mexico, and very signifi-
.cantly, it lies pustrite at the foot of Popo-
ciatapetel, 1ltis constructed of stoue, the
hardest of granite, it isindeed immense in
its proportions, Mr. Joaquin Miller. who
recently visited this.wonder of tho Moexi-
canr mountains, thinks that Rev, J. W.
Butlex of the Methodist Mission and him-
'self arethe only two Saxons who have
ever looked upon this monster idol. He
took ité measurement, which is thirty-six
feet long and eighteen feet froin shoulder
.to shoulder, and eighteen feet through
from front to back. Its estimated \veingt
is one hundred tons. = As to when ib wis
constructed, and by whom, we have no .
certain knowledge, = It issupposed to have
-originally occupied its place i temple,
higher up the mountain, and to have becn
displaced by the Spaniards at the time of
the invasion of Mexico, whao also defaced
 the image. chiseling and bactering its face,,
and breaking off a portion of the-left hand
and left foot. 16 now lies. sprawling on
its.back, its. head down-hill, in a most
desolate place on the mouiitains.  On the
heuad of the huge idol is a basin  which
would hold many barrels of water, demon-
strating it was the great Rain-god of the
ancient Aztees. . : . '

The overthiow of this- idolatry by the
Spaniards under Cortez left the Mexican
inn little betier condition. The conquest
jnflicted Romanism in its worst form, an
ignorant priesthood, and all its supersti-
tion and tyranny, upon the people. 1t is
unexpected that the poet of the Sierras
should turn preacher. But theé soul of
Joaquin Miller is stirred within him when
he luoks on Mexico wholly given over to
the idolatry of Rume, and he cannot re-
frain from gaying: '

“Atid right here I want to say that
these inisstoiis and the good they ave doing
deserve volumes in their praise. | have
gune about the world for fifteen years
writing letters about the people of the .
earth; but never before did I feel wyself
fit to advise or suggest anything in the
way of religious instruction; nor-do I feel
“that I am goud enough to do so now.
But 1 most emphatically feel that here ia
a tremendous chance for young men and
women to do endless guod. These people
are tired of their priests, and they want
light!"—8el.
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BIBLE READPING ON THE LORD’S
PRAYER.

The following is an outline of a Bible
reading, or rather series of readings, on
‘the Lord's prayer (Matt. 6:9—13), given
.t Pres. Journal. .

1. Owur Father.—God is our father.—
Taa. 63:16. He made us.—Mal. 2:10:
Ps. 100;3. He keeps us alive by his pow-
er.—Acts 17:25. He sustaing us,—Ps,
142:15. 16. We are his children and
-ought to be like our father, and to obey
him.—Rom. 8:14—16; Eph. 5:1. We can
ask our Father for everything we need.—
Matt, 7:11. Having one Father makes
all men brothers.— Mal. 2:10; Acts 17:26.

2. Which art in Hearen.—-Heaven is
God's throne.—Acts 7:48, 49.  His dwell-
ing-place. —1 Kings 8:39; Ps. 123:1; Pa.
115:3. But he is everywhere present.—
Ps. 139:7—10; Jer. 23:23,24. Yet he
will dwell in our hearts if we will let him.
—Isa. B7:1F.

3. Hallowed be thy wame.—His name is
Jehovah. —Ps, 83:18; Isa. 42:8. It is
holy. --Ps. 111:9; Ps. 145:21: Ps. 8:9.
We must use it reverently.—Ps. 115:1.
Not vainly or carelessly. —Exod. 20:7.

4. Thy kingdom cvme.—May his rule

extend,—Ps. 110:2; Ps. 68:1. Its increase
is promised. —Dan. 2:44; Rev. 11:15. His
kingdom is best.—Isa. 32:1; Ps. 144:15.
We should seek to belong to it.—Matt.
6:33; Luke 17:21.
- 9. Thy will be done i earth, asitis in
heaven. —May we do his will. —Ps. 119:35.
What his will is. —Mic. 6:8. He has com-
manded us to keep his law.-—Ps. 115:4,5.
How the angels do his will in heaven.—
Ps. 103:20.

6. Give us thisday owr daily bread.— |,

From Geod unly comes all food. —Ps.136:-
25; Ps. 145: 156.19. We should ask him
to feed us.—Prov. 30:3. He has prom-
ised to provide.—Luke 12:29--31; Ps.
34:10. Christ is ths Bread of Life to the
soul. —-John 6:35—53.

7. And furgice us onr debts.—Sins  are
debts.  We should ask them to be forgiv-
en.—Ps. 25:11; Ps, 51: 1—3. We wmust
fursake them. —Isa. 55:7; Prov. 23: 13.
God will forgive.-—1 John 1: 9.

8. Aswee forgive onr debtors —\We must
also forgive.—Matt. 6: 14,16; Mark 11:
25,26; Eph. 4: 32, Even many times.—
Luke 17: 4. We must love even our en-
emies. -- Matt. 5 43,44.

0. Aud lead nws not into temptadion.—

Temptations are arvund us.—1 Peter &:
8. They cume unexpectedly.—Eccl. 9; 12,
God does not tempt us.—Jas, 1: 14, We
must watch and pray.—Matt. 26: 415 Luke
22,40, Must rosist temptation.—Jas. 4:
7; Eph. 6: 11. Keep from it.—Prov. 4:
14,15,

. 10. But deliver us from evil.—We should
Yook to God for help.—Ps. 130: 1; Ps. 19:
13; Ps. 46: 1. If we trust him, he will de-
liver us.—1 Cor. 10:13: 11 Peter 2; 9.
He will keep us from harm.—John 17: 1.

11, For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.——
God rules the world. —Ps. 103: 19; Pa.
145:13. He has power to answer our
Kmyets.-—Matt. 28, 18. We must give

im praise and glory.—Ps. 96: 7,8; Rev.
$: 12, 13;1 Chron. 29: 11,12

YOUR DUTY.

Let us meastre your duty in giving.
* « hat shall be the measuring rod?

1. Your capacity. ‘‘She hath dune what
she could.” ’

2. Your opportunity. ‘‘As ye have
opportunity do good unto all men.”

3. Your convictions. “‘That servant
which knew his Lord's will and prepared
not himself, neither did according to his
will, shall be beaten with many stripes.”

4. The necessities of others. “If a
bruther or sister be naked or destitute of
daily food,” ete.

5. The providence. ‘‘Let every man
lay by him in store, as God hath prosper-
ed him."” .

6. Symmetry of character. ‘Abound
in this grace also.”

7. Your own happiness. “It i8 more
bleased to give than to receive.”

8. Gud's glory. “Honor God with
your substance.”

“The Synod of the Presbyterian Church
of England held its meetings this year at .
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Dr. Dykes was un-
animously elected moderatar. The total
income of the Church for 1887 is £219,535,
as azainst £205.633 m 1886. This total
includes £15.806 for fureign missions, and
£6.538 contributed by the stronger con-
gregations «f the Church to supplewment
the stipends of the ministers of the weaker
congregations. the dividend fromn the Sus-
tentation I'und being thus maintained at
£200 a ycar.”
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THF DECAY OF THE INDIAN RACE.,

In 1820 when John C. Calhoun was Sec-
retary of War, an agent was sent to the
nations of Indians tv estimate their num-
ber and gather other information concern-
ing them.  After carcful examiunation
theagent, Rev. Dr. Morse, reported the
numberin the United States, as the States
then were, at 425,766. 1In 1880 the census
gave the number at 225,938, showing a de-
crease of 166,828, and this when our States
and Territories covered an area twice as
large as they did in 1820. The enumera-
tion in 1880 included all the Indisns in all
the States and Territories except Alaska.
In the territory added to the United States
since 1830 there were estimated 38,306 In-
dians. Deduct theze from the whole num-
ber of that date and then the decrease will
be 203,134 in sixty years. No wonder
that the, St. Louis Christian Advocate ex-
claims, ‘“‘these figures areastounding and
seem to sound the death-knell of the race.
If thertdnything may be done by Co
or by any other earthly power for the bene-
fit of the Indian let it be done speedily.”
But thereisanutherand fairer aide to the
picture. Within twenty yeara the tide has
turned, as the reault of the better policy of
the government, and the Indian popula-
tion has been gradually increasing. This
is a strong encouragement to the friends
of the Indian to continue their agitation
in his behalf, and to the Church to expend
their most earnest eftorts for his evangeli-
zation.— Christian Statesman.

TOUCHY PEOPLE.

“Perhapas nothing detracts more froma
persvn’'sown comfort in this world than
being over-sensitive. The touchy persvn
isalways fancyingthat people intend to
slight her;and quite often she thinks her-
self wounded and burt when nothing is
hurt but her vanity. Cuitivaic anything
else, girls; but as you value your of
mindaad the happiness of your neighbours,
and the contentment and enjoyment of your
own homes, do not be foolishly senuitive,”

““The Presbyterian Church of the United
States, all branches, have over 15,000
churches, 11,600 ministers, 1,500,000mem-
bers, and expends annuvally inher work
£16,600,000; has also 46 coMeges with 5000
students; 20 theological seminaries with
1,900 students; 34 female seminaries, with
4000 pupils.”

‘cannot” both thrive.

THE POWER OF A CHRISTIAN
LIFE.

Mr. Stanley says, “‘In 18711 went to
Dr. Livingstone as prejudiced as the big-
gest atheist in Londun. I was out there.
away from a worllly world. I saw this
solitary old man there, and asked myself,
*Why on earth does he stop heret For
months after we met 1 found myself lis-
tening to him, and wondering at the old
man'’s carrying out all that was said in the
Bible. Little by little his sympathy for
others became cuntagious; mine was awak-
ened: seeing his p1.;. his gentleness, hia
zeal, his earnestness, and how he went
quietly about his business, I was convert-
ed by him, although he had not tried to
doit. How sad that the good old man
died so soun!”

THE T\WO HOUSES.

The public-house and the private-house
The earnings of
working-men are not sufficient buth to
supply the wants of their own homes, and
support an army of lazy landlords and
well-fed landladies. One must go to the
wall. Where the public-house goes up,
down goes the comfort of home; where
the homes grow warm and happy, the
spirit-shops are deserted and shut up.—
. Wm. Ainot.

Many great men have leit grand sayings
that have passed down into history. Few
of thesesayings have been grander or spok-.
en by truly greater men than that penned
by the late Emperor of Germany. When
near his'end and unable to speak from the
disease which ended his days he wrote:- -
“Y have tried my best to do my duty to my-
God and to my country. 1 feel that the-
end is now near. God's will be done.”
How simple yet how grand. A fitting:
close to a truly royal life.

‘It is reported that Joseph Rabinowitz;.
the Christian reformer among the Jews,
has recently been warned by the Russian.

overnment to cease fromn his missionary
gbom amoog his brethern in the south
and weat of Russia. The work ha had be-
gun was most proinising, and a great
movoment toward the Christian faith on
the part of Russian Israelites seemed just
at hand. Shall it be hindered by, the in~
terference of anti-Christian rulera?”
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AN AFRICAN PRAYER MEETING.

A missionary of the American Board in
East Central Africa gives in aletter a ver-
batim report of things said in one of his
prayer mectings. How simple, fresh, and
strong are the words of the converts.  The
missionary says: *‘1 send this to let you
kuow a little of what our peopiesay in
weetings. There are others who usually
speak but I do not think they understand
what religion is and I did ot write their
words.”

Temba, twenty-three yearsold, who
professed conversion two years ago at
Chiristias, prayed thus: *‘we thank thee,
O God.  Thou hast helped us to-day; thou
hast helped many daysin many ways.
Put thy truth in our ears; remember us
sure'y. Give us good hearts, Father, to
hear thy truth. Take us out of the weeds
and off from the rocks. Help everybudy
and teach them. Thoun art able to snd
the missionaries, lut them come in plenty.
We waurship thee; we sevve thee; wash our
hearts, all of us; make uato understand
thy truth; do not forget us; lead us ih thy
pleasant paths. Help all people to under-
stand and obey thy words. We thank
thee in Christ’'s name. Awen.”

Farangwana, about twenty-five years |.

old, professed conversiun two years ago,
and has always been active in the meet-
ings. Hesaid: I remember Christ’s
waords, ‘Ye canrot serve God and mamon.’
There are many lands: but we do not see
these lands, and ouly know them by see-
ing the people. We see the Mfundisi and
then we know there is a land whore peo-
Kle like hitidwell. So with Portuguese,

Tussulman, Gitwa, and Mangunu. So
we see all people and we know in this way
their lands. In this same way we know
Matthew, John, Moses, and Elijah, for
we read their words, So we 'iow Christ
himself, from the letters he has had writ-
ten for us. He knows, and he says we
cannot serve twe Gods. He left every-
‘thing in heaven fur us, left houses, lands,
.and every animal of wealth, aud hecame
poor use b~ luved us. We cannot do
everything, bu. ve can do good; we can-
not serve everyb.dy, 'ut we can serve
God. The white man knows these things;
he studies. You sit here aud refuse to
study; how can you surpass the white
man? Christ came to teach and to save.
He teaches and saves. He is always near
by; if we fall into a hcle, he is there to

help us; if we fall into the sea, he is there
too. He cares for us like a herder for his
little flock. We cannot fall out of his re-
membrance. 1 love Gui. His way is
good and right. 1 will not leave him; no.”

Makahlule, twenty years old, converted
two years ago, and always faithful; *We
arve in thy house, O God. Thou art the
King of all lands and- all peuvple. Let
dowa thy strength among us to save us.
Ahide with us; we love thee. Put goud
things into our hearts and mouths; save
her and make her woll who is sick (Mrs.
Richards] Help her much. Show us
tl'y path, for we stay in the forest like
an‘mals. Keep us; save us from evil
wi.hin and without. Wash us thoroughly
with strong svap, we love thee, care for
us. e ask it earnestly in Christ's name.

-Amen.”

Temba. *“I love the King, in truth I
do.” .

Perengi, twenty-five years old, cohver-
ted two years ago, has usually attended
meetings and taken part. Hesaid: I
have often left the King, but I have eaten
bitter fruit.. I have often stayed well in
wny heart. I am happy now. Jam now
the King's. T love ‘ﬁs word and his law.
I w1 not again leave him.”

Fauyero, sixteen years old, began to
confess' Christ eighteen months ago. “I
used to drink and fight and sin much; but
it was before I did not Know any better.
but God sent his missionary, and now 1
know and am taught, and I like all I have
heard about Christ.”

Farangwana prayed: *‘We have knelt
before thee, Father.: Build us on the
rock. Do not let us get shaken by wind
or flood. Give us what is guod in thine
eyes. Remembder us; Save our sick onc.
Teach us thy wond; remember our breth-
ren to save them; make us witnesses
ameng many people; follow us always;
pour thy Spirit over our hearts, thy words
iato our ears, thy strengrh into our bodies.
W¢ worship thee, for thou lovest us to-
day. Weask it allin_the name of our
Redeemer. Amen.” :

Marengisi, twenty years old, one of
thase who confessed Christ two years ago,
said: **I know that the Gitwa people ran
away from their homesand came here
among us because the Maungunu kiiled
them and ate up their ens. They
came to the 'whife man because he was
better than the Manguau. Now I think
God is better than the white mar and so
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I choose him., He is greater than all
men, who are only his children.”

Maiahlule followed: *‘At first we cared
nothing for the missionary’s words, but we
soon learned that business, and now we
will not leave themm. Why did we du so
at first? Because of our foolishness. Now
1 love the king and all his ways. I hada
friend at Makodweni; he went to Natal,
and God showed him hissins; and he scar-
ed him with a view of Hadea in one of his
dreams. Then he was couverted and
came to Inhambane, and is now preaching
for Mr. Agnew at his station. His namce
is Tom, and he told me all about his dream,
X}ign we were down there with our Mfun-

isi,”

Charlano isa woman who confessed
Christ two years ago. She is seventy
years old and always on hand for every
religious service, both daily and weekly.
_Her husband is usually present with her,
and accepts the same religion. She said:
*God is my.father and: my mather, J.shall
not want. He has saved me, and I love
him. I thank him much.”

DARK SCENES IN 1NDIA.

British rule in India is not the blessing
that it should be. Much has been dune
to put a stop to the cruelties of heathen-
ism, but much remains yet to do.

“Papers from India give a sad report of
what we must call the complicity of the
English government with the debasing
ceremonies of Hinduism. During a mela,
or religious fes*ival, at the junction of

the Ganges and Jumna, on two different ;

occasions, four hundred . fakirs, entirely
naked, marched in procession to the bath-
ing-place, while thousands of Hindus, men
and women, lined the roaé to see them
and even to worship them. :
It is bad enough that such a perform-
ance should be permitted, but it is worse
to be vbliged to say that an English officer
onan elephaut headed the procession.
Doubtless it would. be claimed that this
was for the purpose of keeping order; but
surely the government, instead of seekin,
- to make such a procession orderly, shoul
have a:gpmd it. Educated Hindusare
ashamed of such proceedings; and though
it might cost the government a good deal,
these public sources of corruption should
be suppressed, as the suttee !gni beea sup-
pressed, by the strung arm of the law.”

THE CHILD. AT THE FAMILY
ALTAR. .

1. Every Christian household should be
gathered daily a* fawmily worship. We
wight say, hereis the most important
means of Christian culture. It is the
every-day church. The effect of this chain
of influences on a child’s life is impossible
to estimate. However little he realizes
what is going on, he is learning. Thous-
ands owe their salvation directlytoit. We
forget the vividness with which after days
will bring 1l this back. The sound of
the voice, the picture of the complete
family always there, the touching recollec-
tion how one by one there came the va-
cant chairs, the sctaps of ~what was read,

catching the attention for a moment—all |

this roakes up the most precious of the:

soul’s memories. Every dayit comes;

even the toddling youngster of a year ex-
ts it,

pec
. -.: 2. xBut let us make it as cheerful and as

pleasant as possible. Family worship-
should bo adapted to the child, not the-
Euvent. If the parent shall *‘become as a
ittle child,” in prayer, through this ser-
vice, he himself will *‘enter the kingdomx
of heaven.” Of course it should not be of
tedious length. Do not have a chapter of
eighty verses read. Food is a good thing,
but we do not, therefore, need to cram it
down long after they have had all they can
possibly digest.

Anythin%\ahould be introduced as aux-
iliary. #hich nay make the Bible an inten-
sely interesting book. A father once bl
me that, beginning the Old Testament,.
he purchased a large map, pasted it on a

-board, and hung it in the dining-
room. Every day at the hour of worship
the places were pointed out. The childrent
followed Abrahawu: to Haran, to Canaan,
to Egypt, and back again. When the
book of Esther had been completed, they

ed their father to begin over again.
Thus the Holy Land became a home land
to each—its valleys and lakes and rivers
and placesas familiar as their own country.

Let the prayer be brlef and simple, and
yet grandly broad. I think my own great
interest in missiona began in the hearing
my father pray for the missionaries.
Then every wmorning we children were
wentioned. We knew how ardent was
the longing for our salvation. The chil-
dren carry these thingsin mind. Be sim-
ple. -Use the words that they can under-
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stand. There would be more practical,
simple, and brief prayers in the pra{er-
meeting if they were 8o at family worship.

3. Give the children something to do.
Stoping over night in Maine, at a brother
clergyman’s home, the morning brought
me an ideal picture of family worship.
There were seven or eight children. Fvery
child that could read at all had a Bible.
To one was the regular duty of distribut-
ing the Bibles, and to another the hymn
bouks. All took partin reading. Then
came the hymn. Then followed the pray-
ers, concluding with the Lord’s prayer,
in which all joined. The varicty, the
brevity, the simplicity filled each child
with hearty interest delightful to witness.
There is no diviner sight an earth than a
large Christian family at home worship.

Give each child something to do. As
soon as each has learned to spell out a few
words, let him have a Bible, and with
your assistance stumble through a verse.
Family worship of this sort tends to pro-
ficiency in reading, and especially in read-
ing aloud. It issad to hear some young
men try to read the Bible alund. They
have gone into business, and yet canuot
read decently. It could not possibly have
been so had all the children read at fam-
ily worship.

If possible, have singing. In any case
cluse with the Lord's Prayer. The chil-
dren will listen more intently to the pur-
ents prayer to know when to join in the
closing part. With many business men
the morning devotions take place at she
brenkfast-table. Each child comes to the
table with a verse to repeat. All being
seated, each repeats his or her verse, then
all heads are bowed. while the father offers
a brief prayer, concluding with the Lord's
, Prayer. No family is too busy for at least

this, and it ministers to the memory, stor-
ing the mind with Scripture. The more
formal worship may be held in the even-

ing.
The Sabbath worship should be most
recious. Beside all else, it is in my own
ome thé time of & tiny prayer-meeting.
Every member offersa short petition,
down to the little fellow who says, *‘Dear
Jesus, help e to be a good boy to-day.”
Why will any Christian father let the
day go by without establishing this blessed
sorvice even if ‘he has to get his wife to
read, and nothing more follows but the
united repeating of the prayer? And if
the father is gone, mother, begin to teach

that oldest boy his place. The son of a
widow in my congregation was converted
a yearago. Although only fourteen, the
next day his mother put the Bible in his
hand, and he has since been the priest of
the household. And when we hear his
prayersin prayer-meecting, we know why
they are so acceptable and Scriptural.
Gua fill this whole land with family altars!
-—Americn Magazine.

RULES FOR TEACHERS.

There are four duties which ought to
be counted binding on cvery Sunday-
school teacher.

1. The teacher should hold it as a
solemn obligation to be punctual every
Sunday. He should never be absent un-
less God evident!y detains him.

2. When unavoidably absent, he should
always provide a substitute. The occa-
sions when he is utterly unable to do this
will be too rare to be counted.

3. He should in some way so acquaint
himself with the lives of his scholars on
week days as to know the reasons for their
occasional or protracted absence on
Sundays. : - .

4. Heshould cultivate a personal friend-
ship with each one, and in his own way
make each feel a growing relationshiy to
himself. There are many things, besides,
that a gnod teacher will do, but these
four, it scems to me, the superintendent
may justly expect of him.—Sel.

THE CROSS OF SELF DENIAL.

A Eurcpean was once taken prisoner
in & Mahomedan land. During his cap-
tivity he . amused himself by sketching.
His enemies saw his handiwork. As they
gazed at his skillful and curious produc-
tions, it struck them that they might turn
his talent to profitable account. He was
promised his liberty, on condition that he
would design a new mosque. He agreed
to the propusal.  An elegant and substan-
tial building was planned. At first it
pleased them, and the hour of his emanci-
gation seemed near. Some keen eye,

owever, made a discovery. It wasfound
that the morque was drawn in the shape
of a cross. Wisappointed and angry, they
put the architect to death. Thusdo some
reject the Gospel. They are well pleased
with the plan of sslvation. until they dis-
cern in it the cross of self denial,
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THE HINDU WIDOW.

BY MRS. ELLA G. PLOMER, IN ‘‘GOSPEL IN
ALL LANDS,”

Christianity teaches us to be kind tothe
widows; it tells us she has one who cares
for her, aud who supplies the place of a
husband; not so with Hinduism —it crushes
widowhood and teaches others to lovk up-
on it as a curse. :

In almost every Hindu family there are
two or three widows, some old and feeble,
others young and active. They are to be
pitied; they have more of the bitter than
the joy of life. Assoon asa woman in
the Hindu Zenanas is widowed, her trou-
bles begin. The once loved wife is now
the servant of the houschold. She looks
upon herself as accursed of God, and her
sufferings as a just punishinent from her
gods for unknown heinous sins. No hand
18 put out %o help, all accuse, none pity, but
all curse her fafe; aud she, too, feels bound
to do the same.

In reply to her agonizing entreaties, and
wail of woe, no answer of comfort is given.
What wonder that she cries,” “Why did
the cruel English Government do away
with the suttee, for had it not done so, I
might here end my life of misery and sor-
row and be with my husband once more.”
God help such widowa! When we tell
them of a God of Luve they smile scorn-
fully and say, ‘“Where is Heand why does
He nout avenge us?’ To them the words of
comfort oar Bible gives to the widow, is as
a tale. Many, many have wept and told
e that the God of the Christians is not
the same as the cruel, hard-hearted God
of the Hindus.

The iile of a widow is a momontonous
round of work, for which she gets little
thanks and lots of scoldings. Asshe wakes
in the morning she has to do her poojahs
(worship), then sets to household duties;
the cuoking, washing, mending, nursing,
and general household work is hers, and
what are her wages? Stripped of her jew-
els which she so prided in, and robed i
coarse white garments, in place of the fine
white robes, her luvely raven hair cut off
and given to her gods, and her head kept
shaved, one course of meal a day, and two
feasts in the mon*h, excl~ded from mar-
riage ceremonies, because she is consider-
ed unlucky, nights of prayer and fasting
to appease the wrath of her angry gods—-
these are the poor returns made to her.

Widows' fasts are cruel. Every elev-

enth day is a thorough fast; she is not al-
owed a drop of water, not even in the hot-
lest weather. And when she comes to die,
she is hurried out of the house while life
is fast ebbing, and borne to the Burning
Ghat to be burnt. What wonder that
many put an end to their miserable lives,
orelse do worse. They are not allowed to
re-marry, and therefore fall into grevious
sin sometunes.

Widow re-marriage is 8 question which
is being very warmly discussed in India
now. [have known many widows of four,
five, six and ten years of age. May the
day soun come when the lives of such will
be happy and free from slavish fear. The
dawn is fast brightening into the day, and
many who would have no hope in this
world or in the next are living good usefu
Christian lives, surrounded by children,
husband and home comforts. The iron
chain of custom is giving way tothe liberty
which the Gospel uffers,

MISSIONARY LITERATURE.

The lives of Livingston and Moffat are
vastly more entertaining than the travels
of Marco Polo or the adventures of Mungo
Park, We have nothing more full of
sweetness and light than Dr. Goodell's
“Forty Yearsin the Turkish Empire,”
nothing which gives the reader a more
accurate and graphic account of China
than Henry's **The Cross and the drag-
on,” nothing which so lifts the veil from
*the Heart of Farther India” as Miss
Cort’s delightful work on ‘‘Siam,” nothing
which is moure inspiring than the lives of
Duff and Schwaitzand Hebler, no tales
more touching and entertaining thau the
missionary writings of A. L. O. E.. The
Life of Dr. Adoniram Judson, by his sou, -
has well been pronounced ‘‘as intsresting
as a novel.” The fact is, that our novels
are really growing so threadbare in plot
or careless in execution, that few of them
will compare either for interest or literary
merit with wany of the religious pubh-
cations of our day,—Chsistian Intelligen-
cer,

There are snid to be in India 135,000
lepers, and a society is devoting itself ex-
clusively to relieving their sufferings and
proclaiming to them the gospel. Hos-
pitals are provided in which the vfctims
of the dreadful disease can find shelter,
and in one asylum there ave ninety in-
mates and in another sixty.
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BRIEF RULES FOR HOLY LIYING.

Rev. William Wisner, of Ithaca, N. Y.,
about fifty years ago drew upa set of rules
for holy living, tu‘{)e adopted by the fam-
ilies of his parish. No wonder thata
pastor and a parish adopting such princi-
ples should have been greatly blessed with
the power and the joy of God's salvation.

1. We are not our own, but are bought
with a price; thervefure we will muke it
our first business to glorify Gud in our
bodies and in our spirits, which are his.

2. We will not be conformed to this
world, but will labor and pray to be trans-
formed by the renewing of our winds,
that we may prove what is that good and

-acceptable and perfect will-of God.

3. We will cunsider ourselves as liv(i:ﬁ
to promoto the glory of God, todo g
to others, and to prepare our own souls
for heaven. .

4. Wo will strive to keep our minds
free from every thought which we believe
will be offensive to God.

5. We will not spend our time in foolish
jesting or unprofitable conversation, but
will consider the very moments precious,
and endeavour to fill them up witﬁ useful-
ness to ourselves and others.

6. We will not indulge ourselves, nor
countenance others, in speaking of the
faults of anyone, urless it may be witha
view to do good.

7. We will neither visit or receive visits
on the Lord's day. .

8. We will ondeavour to educate our
children in such & manner as may make
them wmost useful in the world.

9. Wa will not suffer any person not be-
longing to our family to reside under our

- roof, unless he will abstain from all pro-
fane aud unclean language, from Sabbath-
breaking, from intemperance and all out-
ward wickedness,

10. We will devote a portion of every
day to prayer, to reading the Scriptures
and to devout meditation.

11. We will love the church which Jesus
has purchased with his blood; we will seek
her peace, und prefer her interests ‘‘abuve
our chief joy.”

12. We will endeavour constaatly to re-
member that we are in_the prescuce of
God. e

13. We will endeavour to understand
the doctrines and precepts of the Holy
Scriptures, and will ‘‘contend earnestly
for the faith once delivered to the saints.”

14. We will consider ourselves as labor-
ing for God by the day, and will endeavor
tu please him, and will depend on and
look to him for everything that we need.

Why not adopt and practice such prin-
ciples now? )

WHO RaDS THE BIBLE?

Of course, everybody reads it, by fits
and starts—a stirring story there, & com-
furting chapter hore and 8 short, sweet
psalm when in a hurry, But who reads
it as we read our books—beginnin% with
the first chapter and going right through
the sacred pages—which are so full of
thrilling biographies, entrancing poetry,
soul stirring eloguence and Gospel light?
Dr. Andrew Bonar says that one evening
he asked a large Bible-class, ‘*‘How many
of yon can say you have really read all the
books of the Bible# and only six or eight
hands were held up. If this happens ina’
Bible-class, what proportion of a mixed
crowd are regular, systematic Bible-read-
ers? *‘I believe it would startle and move
anyone,” says Mr, R. L, Stevenson, refer-
ing to the Gospel of Matthew, *if they
could make a certain effort of imagination,
and read it freshly like a boouk, not dron-
ingly and dully like a portion of the Bi-
ble.” Why nut try it! Every man who
neglects the Bible is in danger, but thero
is hope for the worst so long as he is un-
der the influence of God’s great Book.”

THE FLOOD IN CHINA.

" Some months since, we gave an account
of a disastrous floud that had taken place
in China. The Hoang-ho or Yellow Riv-
er, had burst its enbankments and flooded
a large Xa.rt of the fertile province of
Honan, destroying a gseat many towns
and villages, and many lives.

“The imperial commissioner appointed
by the Emperor of China to superintend
the repairs on the Yellow. Rivef has re-
purted that the case is hopeless, meaning
thereby, apparently, that it is expedient
to allow the river to remain in its new
channel. The government, however,
seems indisposed to accept the commis-
sioner's conclusions; and it is proposed to
expend 20,000,000 taels in restoring the
river to its old bed. .

The province of Shantung has for a
series of years suffered greatly from the
overflow by the Yellow River, but since
the recent break this province has been
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greatl
are tgerefore strongly opposed to the
efforts to confine the river to its old chan-
nel, and they are doing what they can to
obstruct the work of the engineers. 1t is
snid that hundreds of tons of millet stocks
and thousaunds of tons of hemp, designed
to aid in closing the breach in the river-
‘hanks, have been set on fire and utterly
destroyed.

It is also reported that as yet no con-
siderable purtion of the waters of the
Yellow River have found an.outlet int»
the sea. The imperial commissioner es-
timates the numger of persons drowned
as over 100,000, and that, aside from those
who had fled to other Qistricts, the num-
ber of destitute is gbout 1,800,000.”

BIBLE STUDY. .

¢‘Hazel” in-the Canada Presbyterian
says:—**Do you wonder dear reader, why
You are not. more Christ-like'and sancti-
fied/ How much time each- ‘day do. you
devote to Bible Study? Sanctification
<comes through a- knowledge of the tiuth

(Johu xvii. 17). P
We can only know God’s will .searching
" His word,; it quickens (Psalm cxix. 50); it
is a “lamp to ¢ ir feet and a light to our
path”; we are to hide it in our hearts
{Psalm cxix. ii): to search it daily (Acts
xvii. 11). Mak the command is search
not read a verse here and there for duty's
sake, and have no intelligent conception

of the truth after the perusal. In order.

to communicate to others, we must be
taught ourselves (Galatious vi. 6).

We are to hold fast the faithful word,
that by sound doctrine we may be ableto
convince those who 'are .apposed to it
(Titus i. 9). Through the indwelling 6f-the
Word we attain wisdom (Colossians iii. 6);
and our hymus of praise-and rejoicing are

wafted up to Him who has filled our hearts

o

with gm .
In John xiv. 26 we find “*The Spirit will
bring all things to our remeaibrance,

whatsoever He bhath said unto us.” | We

cannot recall what we havo never heaid:

‘When our Lord was tade;nian, He be-
came dependent on the Word of God: He
was taught it by His ' mother and “the
teachers of Nazareth during His yeavs.of
preparation; and we know that,during His
ministry He wasconstantly mystifying and

siléncing His accusers through the ise:of.

the quick and powerful sword’ of .the
Spirit (Hebrewsiv. 12). @~ '

relieved. The people of Shantung

1 of Western worldly pleasures.

Do not take your thoughts of God's pur-

pose concerning you from the experience
of Christiaus, but' from the law and the
testimony. Study it faitbfully; bave your
heart full of it. Believe it all, for all
Scripture is profitable.
Like a star of the morning in its beauty,
" Like a sun is the Bible to iy soul:
Shining clear on the way of love and duty,

As I hasten on my journey to the goal.”

THE HIGHER CLASSES IN JAPAN.

Rev. R. B. Grinnan, of Kochi, Japan,
in a letter to the Christian Observer says of
the higher ciasses in Japan: -

That same class of men are being led
astray more and more by the introduotion
In the
open ports where foreigners are, the
round dance and the ball roorm are all the
fashion among the Japanese. ' They say
we are tuking foréign civilization and we
must have its: pleasures, no ‘matter what
they cost. Consequently, balls withround
dancing are bécoming common affairs.

This, also, leads on toa great deal of - -

drinking. They say, Why, a man who
will not drink a Jot of wine, or danice in a
ball room, or bet'onr & horse race, or do
other things that arée unmentionable, is
behind the times; lie does not keep up
with the progress of civilization. Thus,
thousands are rushing madly into a-wild,.
fast living, with that idea that it is civili-
zation, :

Again a large number of immoral for-
eigners but help on this same idea by
abusing missionaries and théir teachings.
These men, some of whom are leaders in
society, are often found livingin such a
state as wbuld not be tolerated by decent
society at home, but in this country it
makes no differenice so far as worldlings
go. :Such men as these are & great stum-
bling block to the_Japanese, as-they fall

. >

in with just what they desire.
—_— e

* The late Archbishop Bourget, of Mon-

treal, cpried the ground down six foet
deep where he was obliged, by the ‘deci-
sionr of the Privy .Council, to place the
body of Guibord, the printer, and then

‘with pious ceremhony committed the iwhole

‘caietery to the benign.care of the Virgin
[ary.. Out of the same ‘mouth proceed-

ed cursing and bleseing.”

N TN
. N
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“FIFTY.SINX WANTS OF THE CHIL-
DREN OF ¢:OD: ALL FUR.
NISHED FROM THE
FOUNTAIN-HEAD."

*j want to feed on Jesus' Word,
1 want communion with my Lord.
1 want salvation full and free,
I want my Father's- face to see.
I want to p.rove ench promise sweet,
I want to live at Jesus’ feet.
I want His mercy every day,
I want upholding all the way.
I want to live as Jesus’ bride,
1 want His blessed wounds to hide.
1 want to prize His fullness more,
I want Bis person to adore.
I want to hear His lovely voice,
I want in Jesus to rejoice.
1 want to joy in Him by faith,
1 want to credit all He saith.
1 want on His dear name to call,
I want to trust Him with my all.
I waut to die to all things here,
I want on Him to cast my care,
I want to see His Gospel spread,
I want on Satan’s power to tread.
I want to see the proud made sad,
I want to see poor sinners glad.
I want to see the hungry fed,
I want by Jesus to be led. .
I want Himn as my guide and friend,
I want Him to my journey's end.
1 want Himn as my priest and king,
I want His precious love to sing.
1 want Him as my rock and tower,
1 want Him in eachi trying hour.
1 want Him as my -brother dear,
I want my Jesus ever near.
I want His eyes, His hands, His heart,
I want with all besides to part.
I want Him as my husband kind,
1 want in Him my all to find.
[ want Him as my daily bread,
I want Him as my living head.
1 want Him as my hiding place,
1 want Him as my God of grace.
1 want Him as my life of peace,
I waut Hem as my righteousness.
I want His dear atoniung blood,
1 want to bathe in that dear flood.
1 want His spirit’s voice tv hear, ¢
I want the love that casts out fear.
I want Him in this tearful vale,
I want Him when all hell assail.
I want Him when all flesh gives way,
I want Him as niy only stay. .
I want His smiles and looks of grace,
1 want tc see Him face to face.

1

1 want His wisdom, strength and love,
1 wish to dwell with Himabove,” AMEN!

DU NOT BE DISCOURAGED.
Somwe years ago, when the West was -

i further off thaun 1t is now, a train loaded

with passengers was caught in a snow-drift,
and came to a stand-still, There had heen
tewmporary delays all through the severe
storm, but when the obatacles finally
seemed unsurmountable, a feeling of gloom
spread and deepened. Long sighs were
drawn, and from one and another came
the words *‘So discouraged!

Among the occupants of a car was a
family cunsisting of father, mother, and
two little girls, little tots of four and six.
They had been religiously instructed at
home, and learned Sunday-achools hymns,
and were a merry little pair. 1n the midst
of the stillness aud gloom, suddenly a
little piping voice, with its imperfect ar-
ticulation, arose singing

“Do not he discoulaged,
Do not be discoulaged,
Do not be discoulaged,
For Jesus is your friénd.”

The effect was electrical. Tears arose
in the eyes of strong men, some of whom
had forgotten even the name of Jesus;
others who were momentarily *‘discoulag-
ed,” took heart, and all with a will turned
to help extricate the snow-bound engine,
which after many hours was able to pro-
ceed on its way. One old farmer declar-
ed that thechild was inspired by God to
sing to them of hope, and said he, *T'll
never disremember to pray to Him when-
ever I get stuck anywhere.”

‘A little child shall-lead them,"”  says

| the Holy Book, and how many little ones

have already done so! No matter how
wee the child, its influence is great. All
boys and girls, of whatever age, can lead
their companions_in the right direction.
1t only needs a slight word from a lead-
ing boy or girl, w0 carry the crowd along
to good instead of evil.—E. M, T.

*‘Kansas has 100,000 more pcople than
Texas. Kausas has one penitentiary with
996 prisoners. This is the result of prohi-
hition. Texas has 100,000 less people
than Kanaas, and the liquor traffic. Texas
has two laryge penitentaries, with 3,000 .
convicts. The Spring court will send
about 500 niore. Don’t you think prohi-
bition a necessity?”
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