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THE

CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

(NHEHW S8ERIES.

TORONTO.,

Vou 1]

EDITORIAL JOTTINGS.

We quote the following as an example of
several letters received :—“T amn well pleased
with the INDEPENDENT in its monthly form |
and its spiendid contents. The notes on the |
Sunday-school lessons are 8. great help to us.
The prize questions have <tirred up our young
people to search the Seriptures.” We can ap- .
preciate kind words, and trust our friends |
will endeavour to increase our list of sub-|
scribers, which will enable us to do still
better with our monthly. Intreduce it to our |
schools.

A RATHER extraordinary article appears in .
the April Century Muagazine upon the Jews |
in Russia, written from a Russian point of |
view. The writer, a Russian lady, maintains |
that the prejudice and active animosity mani- |
fested against the Jews is not due to religious !
prejudice, the hatred manifested being against |
the people and that people’s religion, not .
against the religion first and then its adhe- .
rents. This is supported by the fact that:
Mahometan Tartars are not merely tolerated,
but live on equal and friendly terms with
their orthodox neighbours, whilst periodically
there is a rising against the accursed Jew.

Jacob Braffman, a Jew who has risen to a .
literary post in a Russian Uuniversity, has'
gathered together, and in part published, some
curious evidence regarding the rules which’
from among themselves regulate the course and
relations of Jewish communities, and which
throw light upon the prejudice which evident-
ly is deeply rooted and widespread against
the race. We cannot forget, as we speak of
prejudice widespread, how our own great’
dramatist, Shakspeare, has limned “ Shylock .
in the only attempt he has made to picture
Jewish character. A Jewish corumunity is;
said to be ruled by an administrative commu-
nity, whose regulations are enforced and tolls
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collected under pain of exeomwunication, un-
der which the excommunicated man is a social
outeast from his people; and a circular ad-
dressed to the “wise men and elders of the
nation " everywhere makes the curse virtually
universal. This has a public significance ; for
a sentence in the Talmud deglares “ the pro-
perty of Gentiles to be even as a waste, free
to all "—i.e., the rights of Gentile ownership
are of no value as against the Jews’ universal
claim. One of the Rabhis compares Gentile
property to a lake, free tv all—i.¢., Jews ; but
the Jew must regard the rights of his brother
Jew, which rights are detined by the adminis-
trative council, or Kahal. Thus the Gentile
possessions are farmed out—e.g.,an individual
or a house is the exclusive property (in the
Jewish sense) of an individuaﬁ) Jew, who thus
acquires the sole right to the profits that can
be inade by him as money-lender, or in any
other mode passible to him, his brother Jews,
of course, assisting thercin. In Russia they
have succeeded in securing not only the
money-lending trade, but the butcher busi-
ness, and interpret Deut. xiv. 21 s0 as to
relieve them from all conscience in the
character of the meat provided for the alien.
Thus by their compact organization, their

‘faithfulness to cach other and utter want ol

faith within legal limits in their dealings
with the Gentiles, they incur the hatred
as they excite the dread of a people
whose opportunities for dispassionate judg-
ment are very limited. “Therefore,” writes
Mme. L. Ragozin, *“ are the Jews disliked, nay
hated, in those parts, not because they believe
ond pray differently, but because they are a
paracitical race, who, producing nothing, fasten
on the preduce of land and labour, and live
on it, choking the bicath of life out of com-
merce and industry as sure as the creeper
throttles the tree that upholds it. They are
despised, not because they are of different
blood, because they dress differently, eat pe-
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culiar food ; not cven because, herding toge- [ changes of opinion and of feeling which bave
ther in unutterable filth and squalor, they are|come over the Jews themselves—changes of
a loathsome gvd really dangerous clement—a ! oninion and of feeling which characterize both
standing institution for the propagation of all” progressive and conservative Jews, and which,
kinds of horrible diseases and contagions; though of very different characters, have yet
but because their ways are crooked, their:the same effect, and reader them disinelined
manner ahject—because they will not stand up . to favour such a movement. The orthudox
for themselves and manfully resent an insult party, who retain their hope of the coming
or oppose vexation, but will take any awount Messiah, either do not look to Palestine as the
of it if they can thereby turn a penny, will place, or else do not regard this as the time
smirk and cringe, and go off’ with a deadly i when He will gather His people. The liberal,
grudge at heart, which they will vent cruelly, or reform wing of the nition, on the cother
ruthlessly,but in an underhand manner,andnot  hand, hav:, for the most part, abandoned the
always on the offender,but on anyor all belong- old Jewish ~xpectation. They believe in no
ing to the offender’s race.  They arc not ‘perse- - Messiah other than the Truth—a spiritual in-
cuted.” Only, from tine to time, the popular pa- carnation in Divine Ideas and Words to be
tience—that dyke builtupof ignorance,apathy, carried to the nations. And this incarnation
and habitual endurance—breaks: tlen there they believe they have, and are opposed to
is an outpouring of angry waters. True, some: their consolidation in any one place, rezard-
things hayve become impossible. No invading  ing themselves as testimony-bearers—if they
conqueror, for instance, would dream nowa- do su recognize themselves at all—the more
days of farming to the Jews the churches of a, eflicient from the verf' circumstance of disper-
conquered people, as did the Poles when they |sion among all peoples’ The great difficulty
held Galicia, in the sixteenth century and thus rests with the opinions and the feelings
later, thus authorizing them to tax the peopleof the Jews themselves.”
arbitrarily for having divine service performed
in their own temples. No Government would! THE monument which Her Majesty ordered
now lend itself to such iniquity. Still, we ! for the perpetuation of the memory of Lord
have just seen that, even without such open  Beaconsfield has just been erected in Hughen-
support, enough can be achieved to exasperate den church. It is placed above the seat
the most long-suffering people and goad them occupicd by the late Prime Minister. The
into momentary frenzy.” 1 centre of the memorial is occupied by a profile
This, of course, is one side of the question. portrait carved in low relief in statuary mar-
{t may be a matter of inquiry how far the ble, placed within a quatrefoil cartoucl,
treatment they have received from so-called 'which is flanked by buttresses and crowned
Christian nations may not have at least inten- by a carved and crested canopy in which fig-
sified the unlovely traits their character mani- ; ures an heraldic hatchment ot the late earl’s
fests. But we will not anticipate & promised  arms &nd supporters. Beneath thisis a tablet
r¢joinder, by a Jewess, in the next number. !bearing the following dedication, penned by
— ;the Queen herself : —

APRropos to this are the following remarks To
from our London eontemporary, the Qutlovk 3 ths dear snd honoured Memory
—“Much has been said and written recently | of Bexauiy, EanL oF BeaconsrisLp,

] 7 oy . | This Memonal is placed by
about the possibility of the Jews being re- | his grateful and affectionate
stored to Palestine.  The outrages te which | Sovereign and friend,
they have been submitted in Russia and Ger- | _ Vietoria R. I

. ) “Kings love him that

many has had the effect of causing the ques- speaketh right.”

tion to be earnestly discussed; and thoughtful | i Proverbs xvi. 13.
men. like Mr. Lawrence Oliphant, have given  February 27, 1352.

utterance to very decided views in the mat-'  One cannot fail to respect the friendship of
ter. To all who take an interest in this an- ' our widowed Queen towards her late Prime
cient people, the plan must have elements of | Minister—a friendship rare between Sovereign
fascination, however impracticable it may ap-;and subject. Within that sacred line we
pear. And for good or for ill, the unpractical i would not intrude. We, however, must feel
aspect of the matter is increased by the'that in view of “scientific frontiers,” “ Zulu
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wars," et omne hoc genus, the cstimate of
a writer in The Century, on Lord Beaconstield
as a representative Jew, is correct :—

“ And yet the fact remains that Disracli
was not a first-class man. His qualities were
not those of the world's heroes; he possessed
talent rather than genius; he was a sagacious
politician aiming at scif-aggrandizement, not
a wise statesman building his monument 1n
enduring acts of public service; and the study
of his carcer is caleulated to dazzle, to enter-
tain, even to awmse, rather than to elevate, to
stimulate, or to ennoble.”

THE Census returns are gradually coming
to light. The following religious aspect of the
same will have its interest for us. The in-
crease of population for the entire Dominion
is estimated at twenty-five per cent. for the
last ten years, the city of Toronto's increase
during the same period being fifty-four per
cent. We as a denomination appear as hold-

ing our own ; is it possible to do more #—
Rank Rank
in Denomineation, 1881, 1871. in
1881, 1871.
1 Roman Catholics. ...... 1,791,982 1,492,039 1
2 METHODISTS .. ...... . 742,981 549,499 2
Church of Canada ... 582,963
Episcopal ......... 103,272
Bible Christian ...... 27,236
Primitive ........... 25,680
Othier Methodists . ... 3,830

3 PRESBYTERIANS..... ... 676,165 544,998 3
Chareh in Canada .... 629 280
Church of Scotland. .. 32,834

Reformed ........... 12,945
Other............... 1.105
4 Church of England .... 574,818 494 049 4
5 BaPTISTS .....00ouvuinn 296,525 239,343 5
Baptists ........... . 225,236
FreeWil............ 50,055
Tunkers {Mennonites) 21,234
6 Lutherans ............ 46,350 37,935 6
7 Congregationalists.... .. 26,900 21,829 7
8 Diseiples....... ...... 20,193 Ceee
9 Adventists ............ 7,211 6,179 9
10 Quakers .............. 6,553 7,345 8
. Protestant .. .......... 6,519 10,145 ..
11 Universalists .. ........ 4,517 4,896 11
12 Pagan ................ 4,478 1,886 13
13 Noreligion ............ 2,634 5,675 10
14 Episcopal Reformed . ... 2,696 ... ..
15Jews. ... viveiiinnnn, 2,393 1,115 14
16 Unitarians ............ 2,126 2275 12
.. Otlker depominations . .. e oo 17,977 ..
.. Notgiven ,............ 86,769 17,055 ..

From this table it will be seen that over
the whole Dominion there has not been any
change in the numerical rank of the denomi-
nations, T.e increase, however, made by the
chief denominations is as follows :—

| Per cent,
© Roman Catholics e e 21
Methodists . ...... e e e .8
Presbyterians, ......... ..ol 214
Chureh of England . ........ ......... Lo 16%
Baptists . ..... ........ ....... e e e 24
Congregationaliste  ......... .. ... ... ... 22
Increase of population over whole country...... 25
L CITY OF TORONTO.
{ Rank Rank
in Denomination, 1881, 1871, in
1881 1671,
1. Church of England. . .. .. 30,913 20,0668 i
2. METHODISYS ............ 18,358 9,596 3
Chuich of Capada. ... 15,246
Episcopal ..... ..... 92
Bible Chiistian .. .. 204
Primitive . ......... 810
8 Rowman Catholies ... .... 15,716 11,881 2
4 Presbyterians .......... 14 612 8,982 4
5 Baptiets ... ..., 3,667 1,953 5
¢ Congregationaliats ...... 2,018 1,185 6
7 JeW8 i 534 157 14
8 Lutherans ........ e 494 343 7
9 Brethren .............. 419 324 8
10 Disciples................ 312 . .
11 Unitarisns ... ........ . 255 270 ]
12 Episcopal Reformed. ... .. 06 .. .
13 No religion.......... . 5 66 10
1a Quakers ......... e 57 23 11
.. Protestant ........... . 36 13 ..
15 Universalist ............ 6 12 13
16 Adveutists .............. 3 21 12
.. Other denominations .. .. 387 255 ..
. Notgiven .............. 474 108

The percentage of increase made by some
of the denominations in the city as compared
with the growth of the city’s population is as
follows :—

Per ccut,
Church of England .. ... B 1]
M-thodists.. . «....oooiiiiiiai Ll veel. 733
Roman Catholics ........ et et 82
Presbyterians . .....cooovieiii i 623
Baptists ..... Ceviiee e e e 88
Congregationalists .............. ... ... ..., ™
Iacrease of city population......... [N 54

We have not yet seen an analysis of other
cities, but should they show an increased
percentage over the gencral twenty-two per
cent. in the Dominion, as Toronto has done,
we as a denomination shall be called upon to
face the fact that in the rural districts we are
losing ground, which means that our base of
supply is veing wasted. Our future mission-
ary operaticns must, if they are to be success-
ful, be cariied on with a firm grasp of this
fact. We ought not to neglect the country.

Rev. B. Norr, late of Barnstaple, Eng., who
brings a transfer letter from the Con. Union of
North Devon, is at present without charge.
His address is, “care of Mr.G. L. Nott, Oshawa.”
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Tur Afghanistan war the other day cost, tian rulers, 80,000,000 were under the Papal
the British taxpayers ¥120,000,000.  Careful irnle ; the remainder chiefly owned the Patri-
statisticians estimate the cost of the six great' arch of the Greek Church. In A.D. 1700, the
wars among the so-called Christian tmtions,:Roma.n Catholic peoples had increased to
within the lasttwenty-tive years, at $15,000,-' 90,000,000, the Xastern Christians to 33,.-
000,000, to say nothing of the Z,000000 of 000,000 ; whilst owning Protestant supre-
men whose lives were a part of the price. 'macy were numbered 32,000,000, or about
There are now in Europe nearly 13,000,000 one-fifth of nominal Christian people. 1In
of trained soldiers. Between four and five| 1800, there were under Protestant Govern-
millions of these are actually under arms, and i ments, 194,000,000; under Papal, 134,000.000;
cost something like 22500000000 per year.:and under Governments owning the Greek
These figures make no allowance for ammuni- | Church, §0,000.000. In 1876 the record stands
tion, arms, cte., and ironclads. The cost ofias follows :— Under Governments professedly
one of the latter would start tive and twenty : Roman Catholic, 181,000,000 ; Greek Church,
large factories. Nor is there anything added 96,000,000 ; and under rmle professedly Pro-
for the enormous loss of the productive labour testant, 408,000,000. 1t need not be ex-
of all these millions of able-bodied men. ' plained that these numbers are far from
Such are a few of the facts mentioned vy :vepresenting the truly rveligious conviction of
Mr. Henry Richard, in a recent speech at the many; but they manifest the unmistak-
Leeds, in connection with a Peace and Arbi- able drift of progress, and should act as in-
tration Congress. jcentives to Christian zeal. State Churches
‘are fast becoming facts of history. None the

ANGTHER of the old residents of this city has '1ess need, however, is there that the Free
passed away. Henry James Grasett, D.D., Churches should make manifest the bless-
Rector of Nt James  Cathedral and Anglican 088 of freedom by using their liberty to
Dean of Toronto, died peacefully, aged;e“mgel’ze the world—preaching the Gospel
seventy-three, on the 20th March last. For|to every creature. Government 1s given not
forty-seven ycars he had minpistered to the | for self-aggrandizement, but that all may be
congregation’ in whose service he died. Webrought to His feet whom believers delight

have heard it stated that since his pastorate t0 own as Lord of all:—

——

began, every church building in the city has [« Gar field is the world, whether sowing or reaping,
heen ereeted.  Evangelical, firm, peaceful, he
won the esteem of ali, and “ reaped the har-‘
vest of the quiet eye, dving his duty with-
out parade, and entering into rest”  All
classes snd orders joined in paying the last
tribute ot respect to the departed friend. He
was huried in the chancel of the cathedral,!
near to his venerated friend, the late Bishop:
Strachan.

————

IN the year A.D. 1510, Protestantism was:
not as an organized power.
1517, the closing session of the last Lateran
Council, the closing bull announcing the ac-|
complishment of every object. Schism had
heen healed, peace restored to the Christian
world, which all lay humble at the foot of
the Papal throne, awaiting its blessing! On|
the 31st October, that same year, Luther’s!
hammer rang upon the nails which fastened
to the churc%x door of Wittenberg his chal-

March 16th, i

!

lenge to the Papal power. At that time, of!
the 100,000.000 who owed allegiance to Chris- |

Or gleaning the handfuls that others have passed.
Or waiting the growth of the seed that with weeping,
On rocky and desolate plains we have cast ;
Yet each for his toiling, and each for his mourning,
Shali some time rejoice when the harvest is won,
And know, in the flush of eternity’s morning,
That the toil, the reward, and the glory are one,”

THE subject of the non-church-going popu-
lation is eliciting considerable discussion and
deepening interest among Christian workers
in the old land, and will be for us a rapidly
pressing question. Dr. Thain Davidson, in an
article in the London Christian Momnthly,
draws attention to a fact which is deeply
suggestive, and which may well startle some
of us as we ponder. We constantly hear the
expression regarding the Sabbath-school, “the
nursery of the Chuwrch.” Let us hear wha®
Dr. Davidson says: “1 do not think that the
Church of Christ in this country sufficiently
realizes the signal failure, as regards ome
puint, of our whole Sabbath-school organiza-
tion. When we compare the published statis-
tics as to the proportion of the population
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who, during the last twenty years, have
passed through Sunday-schools, with the re-
cent returns as to non-church-goers, we are
brought face to face with the fact that tens
and hundreds of thousands, who in theirea ly
years received such religious education, never
realize the obligation or the privilege of wait-
ing on the public ministry of the Word. It
is not for me to suggest where the responsi-

forth to war for his country ; and when cight
sons found one toml on Sparta’s battle-Held,
she exclaimed, * Vietory! Sparta, I bove them
but to die for thee!”™ No wonder Sparta
seemed invincible, when with such patriotism
the nation was fire:dd. Do we not, however,
move in a higher plane as we enter into the
‘enthusiasm of the Moravian mother whaose
ison had entered upon the world's mission ficld

bility or the blame lies. But there is evi- and died? Friends feared to break the tid-
dently here a call for diligent inquiry. That ings; but the brave weman anticipated, and
we are feeling this is evident from the ques- said, *“Then is Thomas gone to heaven
tion earnestly and constantly propounded—through the missionary life? Would to God
how to guide the stream of Sunday-school John would take his place!” And John fol-
life into the church, and keep the youth from :lowed in life, and in death also.  “ Would t«
drifting into the world” To us the reason God my last son had the spirit of his bro-
is not far to seek. How practically to re-ithers!” The last son took the mantle of his
move the difficulty, considering the strength | brothers, entered upon the same work, and
of vested rights, 13 a problem the solution was wrapped in his shroud. “Woull that 1
o, which 13 not yet. Practically, (and  had more sons to give!” ~aid the lone mother,
in many cases the practice is but the ex-;whose foot was now on the brink of tl.
pression of an avoweu theory,) the school is.grave. And what shall wesay of the son who
made not a part of Church work and life, but ; thus heeded a mother's wish, and went forth,

a separate organization, whose only points of (life in hand. o yield that tritnte to the Gol

contact with a church are the walls which
bind the two builldings together, and the acci-
dent that most of the workers have made
that particular church their home. There is
no concerted aim to bring up the scholars in a
definite church life; and lest some sectarian
and therefore tender conscience should be
aggrieved, anything that may savour of a
articular church life is religiously eschewed :
Eence. a formless instruction is too often im-
parted ; and the school that shrinks from
stamping its individeality upon its teachings,
succeeds in training the children up into
an evangelical nothingarianism, from which
they very naturaliy slip into a worldly any-
thingism and are lost to legitimate church
work and life. We enter no plea for prose-
lytism, which we detest, nor for narrow theo-
logical lines, but we utter our decided protest
against writing evangelical evan-jelly-cal, or
allowing the ‘Church,’ which we believe to
be a Divine ordinance, to be cver kept back
from its rightful heritage of ‘feeding the
lambs of the fold.”

FAITH'S ROLL CALL—V.

Isaac

iof all?  If in the mother’s heart devotion
rdwelt, obedience and self-sacrifice assuvedly
. were manifested in the lives of the sons, 1f
;God so loved the world that He gave His
lonly-begotten, Christ the Son commended
;Himself to us by His laying down His lite
;for the world. In like manner, if Abraliam’s
(faith was proved by his offering up of Isaac,
: Isaac none the less commends himself to us
'by the faith he too manifested as he yiclded
(to his father’s will ; for Gen. xxii. 6-8 imply
‘a journeying alone, and that it was not a
,mere question of submission to strength and
‘bonds.  Isaac bore himself part of the sacri-
ticial burden.  Commentators justly dwell on
.the deep pathos of these simple verses, * They
"went both of them together—the father in
'his noble resolve, the son in his trusting sim-
.plicity ”—the men left behind, the priest anid
jI’t,he victim in loving, lonely, trusting com-
- panionship.

{  Man, with conscience of guilt awakened, in
.the presence of a dread power that exacteth
|righteousness, must reeds bring offerings to
rappease the anger of the Most Hich, and the
‘more precious the gift the more acecptahle
ithe sacrifice : hence, the firsf-born have been
i brought for transgression— the fruit of the

« Either your shield or upon it,” said the|body for the sin of the soul. There is a deep
Spartan mother to her son, when he went truth striven after in these blind approaches
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to Giod; the maore I{rrcious the gift we ronder,!the family (Gen. xxv. 6) were also sent away,
the deeper is onr devotion proved.  God, who {and provided for during the father's lifetime.
wave His Son, has thereby sealed His rea- | Isaac was the son, heir of the promise and of
diness to bestow the lesser gifts to His ere- | the father's wealth; no rival was perwitted
while prodigal children (Rom. viii 32); andjaround the paternal hearth. Thig, however,
Joesus, who lays down His life for His friends | was amicably arranged, for there does not ap-
oJohn xv. 13), could manifest no greater love. | pear to have heen any feud, as in the case of
For Abraham to yield to what he decmed aEsau and Jacob, and the elder brothers met
Divine impulse his son-—the leloved boy of! peacefully, Isaac with a domestic retinue of
his old age, and the hope of the promise of !servants, Ishmacl inthe wild splendour of an
hlessing—was for to yicld hisall at the Divine | Arab chieftain with his wild companions, be-
Fidding ; for the son to yield to the f’ather'sifore the cave where was to be laid the dust of
will, was to share the father's faith with the !a mutually revered father.
noblest filial devotion : and thus fatherand son|  pp, favoured child of his father, the only
were bound i,ugetber as cne in that act, than darling of his mother. the son or whose life
“fhtld‘"tm 't:; l;lf‘jntt.’ )"O .gr?gte;en}a?lnfsatatlor; cherished hopes secemed to depend. we can
vitrust and devotion collld be tound OF 8€b! well conceive to have been tenderly nurtured,
forth.  In heathen as in Christian days there | gp oltored from every seemingly adverse influ-
have been men found ready to sacrifice every- !, .o o spoilt child. That testing scene of
. . e . . : . : > =4
t.h“}:-.i wot their mwa for (as the,‘y suppose) S‘al’;Abra.ham’s; life, already dweit upon, must
vation. Men whose wealth has been gathered {}, 0o impressed that darling boy with the
truth that, however much his father may have

in defiance of the love of God and ian, have!
given largely to the Church, always retaining | joted upon him, there was One supreme,
to whom, beyond all earthly consideration,

a lion's share, however, to themselves. But

that is not sacrifice ; that is but a cowardly
rendering of a part lest the whole be taken
away. Abraham’s sacrificc way made to re-
veal the other truth which heathen strivings
and baptized heathenism among ourselves en-
tirely misses or subverts. “ God will provide
Himself a lamb for a burnt offering.” The
propitiation (od requires from us is that our
attitnde towards Him shall be changed, and
that we should, yielding to His will, accept
and use the provision He hath made : there-
tfore, in that ram caught in the thicket,
Abraham received the truth on which the
Gospel hinges, ~ God provides the Lamb
vhich taketh away the sin of the world” If

trust and obedience were due. Where that
'trust and obedience are vooted, “spoiling” is
out of the question; and though we have
no instance in Isaac’s life of the nerve and
vigour seen in Abraham’s (Gen. xiv. 14), we
do find the placid gentleness which looked to
other possessions than the mere joy of earthly
thavings. In those wild days Isaac was evi-
!dently powerful enough not to be attacked
i (Gen. xxvi. 14)—“the Philistines envied him;”
tand yet he strove for those things that make
ifor peace, though mightier than they (verse
116).  Verses 17-22 remind of Abraham’s
'peaceful faith and contentment, when Lot

rand he parted asunder; verses 24, 25 reveal the

we way trast Jewish tradition, Isaac was prye innerness of that peaceful conversation.
twenty-five years old when this event took . fe exercised faith in things to come, and
Place.  Be that true or otherwise, it was evi-| ogtad through a long life in confidence on

dently in early life, and thus early were de- ¢, promises of God. Isaac’s life would ap-
veloped those characteristics which rendered ipogi” to have been one of contented ease.

Isaac's life one of continued trustfulness and oft with great possessions, he peacefully

LI t R . . .
~ubmission. tasdded thereanto, and having enjoyed life here,

Very little lies upon the surface regarding 'departed in the full assurance of an entrance
Isaac’s special character, yet some indications into the city which hath the foundations, with
are given sufficient to guide in an outline.!that father whose faith and promises he had
He was Sarah’s #2/y child, and the child of her|inherited, and which hopes bad been left to
old age; the energetic, fearless Ishmael had ;his sons as he gave them his paternal biess-
Leen sent from home before any influence by ing. His position has thus been summed up:
bim could have been exerted upon the bro- i“ e never knew anything but wealthy ease;
ther's mind. Other sons that were born in'a  his dependents were numerous enough to
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protect him in the enjoyment of it to the last.
His position brought out no strongly marked
character, but it sufficed to show how a
uiet and modest retirement may honour God
as much as a life of prominent action. The

uileless simplicity which lets Jacob overreach
%im, because he could not disbelieve a son's
assurances ; the tenderness which lamented a |
m. ther so long, and bade Esau kiss him ag he

by a right way?” Watts' lines strike the

'pl'uth —
* Could we but climb where Mores stood,
And view the landscape o'er,
Not Jordan's stream nor Death's cold flood,
Could fright us from the shore.™
Jacod’s personal life was not a happy one.
He reaped as he sowed, in the deeeit his chil-
dren practised upon him, Esau would have

came near; the patient submission with which ' been avenged had he never retained a grudge:
lie bears trial which none can escape; the grand ' {m«l Isaac, when he refused to revoke a bless-
obedience with vhich he puts even life at his ing actually given, had, we judge, fuith still
father's disposal ; the aitless purity with that God,in that ecternity which ix His own,

which he kept to Rebekah alone as his one| would rectify the wrong, and render unto all

wife in an age of polygamy; the majestic
strength of his faith in the Divine promisesi
given to lis race—a faith which lights up
the distant future as he blessvs Jacob; and |
from first to last, his lowly and .n.vavcring‘
lhoumage to the God of his father, 1.ake it
easy to understand how in this roll call his
name as faithful tinds its place. He had fail-
ings no doubt, though but few are told us;
but he manifests how we may walk before
God whatever our sphere, and command the
respect of our fellow-men, in our life and
death, as His faithful servants.”

The blessing of Jacob and Esau concerning
things to come is the one point in lsaac’s
life specially mentioned here. Wherein did
it manifest faith?

their due.

Thus we—Dby deceit and wrong, blessings
seemingly our own by presumed right may
be filched from us, because we stoop not to
questionable ways; but what mattert No
blessing can permanently cudure that has not
truth to preserve it and righteousness to
establish it. Time does not always bring the
remedy. What is time? A moment—a
dream—a breath to ecach of us; but eternity
i3 also before us, and there, in its all testing
fire, nothing stands that defiles, worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie. He that be-
lievath need not hurry.

This grace of patience was the resultant of

Isaac’s faith. He was not a man of action,
but of trust; and God has a place for both in

Jacob with his mother committed a wrong, ' the many-mansioned home, as He does assur-
and succeeded. Fraud triumphed over open-!edly find for them a place among His people
hearted frankness. The wrong was done, the |here. Life would not be endurable if every-
prize was gained. there was no reversal of . one took upon his shoulders the world’s bur-
the issue; yet thereby the purposes of God;dens. Isaac’s peaceful, cven-tenored life is a
were etfected. Isaac’s faith acquiesced and necessary factor in the great whole. He is
waited ; in Esau, vindictive impatience was not presented as a perfect type to follow ; but
manifested ; besides, he had already, in the | in that faith which rests assured through re-
sirrender of the birthright, invited the fraud  port evil and good, that wavers not even when
on Jacob's part. There are “ things to comz” . fraud seems to succeed over truthfulness, we
beyond those that are in the nearer future. have need to set him as our example. Our
It has been said that the veil which hides%trust in God, let it never faiter, though all
the future from our sight has been woven by ; earthly hopes decay. How sorely Isaac’s last
the hand of mercy, and in the spirit of those ,days must have been tried by that day of
words we hear it said, “Had I known what blessing' Instead of a calin and holy hour,
I had to pass through, I could not endure.” the paternal blessing is surrounded by deceit,
But what if we possessed the fur sight. The scandalized by domestic jealousy and intrigue
windings of the wilderness way, with rocks:fitted to shake all faith in human honour and
surrounding and closing in the scene, are|trust in God’s rightevasness; but it is at this
depressing, but when we mount Pisgah’s to ipoint Isaac’s faith remains unshaken. God's
and see the land spread cut before us, witg\ purposes ripen fast—the evil is overruled for
the way now viewed from the beginning to . good, and His truth is established over the
the end, shall we not say, “He led us forth iruin of man’s manifold deceit.
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Al all is well, though faith and form
e sundered in the midat of fesr .
There comer a voice to those that hear--
A atill. small voice across the sterm ™

Let us be patient, for all thin%»'s work to-|

sother for good, for an eternal weight of
vlory, to those that love the Lord, the called
according to His purpose.  Are you resting
vour eternity there ¢ or on the sands of time
inviting ruin ’

A SERMON.

[PUBLISHED BY REQUEST.]

“ For every high priest taken from among
men 13 ordeined for mnen in things pertaining
to (od, that he may offer both gifts and
sacrifices for sins: who can have compassion
on the ignorant, and on them that are out of
the way ; for that he himself also is compassed
with intirmity."—Heb. v 1, 2,

Christ is the great sum and centre of all
that is distinctively Christian.  Our planet is
one of a system vivitied, spun around by that
system's great alioner, the sun.  The system
itself is but one of a larger group owning some
far-off star or scries of stars for their great
centre. That immenscly larger group of eddy-
ing suus and planets must own some more
mighty source of power and of motion, on—
on—where shall we stay ?—until at length,
aching with the infinity, we find the throne of
the universe of God! The Gospel presents no
tar-off source of life and power for human
hearts and lives Rom. x. 6). ‘

In the vision scen from Patinos through,
the opened heavens, one throne is set, before .
which all things bow, and to which all things.
tend—the throne of God and the Lamb; and
when throne, temple, sun and moon are lost in
the exceeding brightness of the glory which
filleth the New Jerusalem. “the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are the temnple theve-
of, for the glory of God lightens it, and the
Lamb is the light thereof.” The Lamb slairn
is the central power of the vision John beheld”
during his exile on the .Egean rock. Thus

¢ —— through the clouds concealing

i

The home where glory dwells, i

Our Jesus comes revealing
Tke glory that excels.”
This epistie was written for Christian He-
brews, and deals largely with the old Mosaic
symbolism in its Messianic references. The

i
1
'Old Testamnent Scriptures have one direction,

f&nd that Messiahward, from the seed promised
lin Eden lost, to Malachi's prophecy of the
‘coming of the great and dreadinl day of the
’Lord. “Search the Scriptures,” said Christ,
t“ they testify of Me;” and thus the Messianic
Sscarlet line runs through all the record.  This
tepistle forms an interpreting key ; and as the
Lamb slain is the central figure of the Revela-
‘tion, so the priesthood and sacrifice of Christ is
|the one great theme of this epistle to Hebrew
| converts.

i We recognize this principle: Christ is
Christianity, and Christianity is Christ. Ma-
'homet is not Islam, nor Islam Maliomet.
“There is but one God, and Mahomet is his
{prophet,” is the cry and faith of Islam. The
' Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the

i

i world—the Way, the Truth and the Life, 1s the
[sum of Christianity ; and thus when Christi-
ranity was in the bloom of youth, the person of
t Christ formed the first great theological battle-
‘field, and to-day the gront battle rages round
‘the persenality of the prophet of Nazareth.
{ Unfortunately, some have dogmatized concern-
ting this personality, analyzed, until for them all
tlite has departed ; nevertheless, the living per-
isonal Christ, the power that comes from Him,
‘real, creative and permanent, is the very ele-
'ment which distinguishes Christianity from
ievery system of worship not divine. The
Church to-day needs more faith in the purou-
isia of her Divine Head than speculation re-
garding His coming—a realizing sense of the
tpromise’s fulfilment, “ Lo, 1 am with you al-
'way, even unto the consummation.” *

The words chosen as our text present that
person as the holder of a priestly office, the
verformer of a priestly work. Written by a

ew for Jews, of the Messiah as the fulfilment
of Jewish expectation and Scripture, we must
read in the light of Jewish hopes and expecta-
tions, the teachings of this epistle; in other
words, open the Old Testament for the key
of interpretation. There have been those
who view the Old Testament as having only
an antiquated interest for us; let us learn
our gospel from the New Testament, they
say. Yet, this epistle is on the canon. anl

;. *It should be known that comsng, in such passages as
‘| Matt xxiv. 3, 27, 37, 39; 1 Cor. xv, 23; I Thess. ii. 19,
‘iv. 15, etc.,is not the future participle but a noun, precisely
as in 1 Cor. xvi. 17; 2 Cor. vii. 6, 7, and that paronsie,
1the word thus translated in those passages, is also trans-
| Iated, and rightly, presence in 2 Cor. x. 10; Philip. ii. 12.
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can only be interpreted from Old Testament,

lights. Besides, the law is our pedagogue to:
lead us to Christ.  On the other hand, let usy;
disavow sympathy with that school of interpre- |
tation—tho other extreme—which sees more |
of Christ in some tabernacle turniture than in.
the gospels, and mines of cutious wealtn 1 the
cords and stakes of tho sanctuary—analogies
which might he found with equal exactness in
old Egyvptian ruins and Assyrian winged
bulls. We do not need to be religious triflers.
The golden mean is not far to find. Judaism
was the cradle of Christianity, not its temple,
and some of the deepest truths of Christian life
were foreshadowed in *he law, even as from the
child the man may be determined. As we read
the law Christward we approach Christianity,
not in its only possible way, but as they did
to whom, next te Christ, we are indebted for
all we know of its early doctrine, life and
power. Would we could catch the mantle of
power as it fell from those whose pen these
New Testament records have traced. From
these verses we will endeavour to learn some
of the lessons they teach concerning our Christ
who hath passed into the heavens, ever living.

Two requisites are given in these verses as
to the prieathood, fulfilled in the highest
sense in Christ:

I. Ordained by God to offer gifts and sacri-
fices.

II. Himself a man, having sympathy, com-
passion.

1. Appointed Ly God. “No man taketh
this office to himself but he that is called of |
God, even Aaron.” And here let us avoid the
heathen notion of sucrifice as designed to
appease an angry God, seeing that the Chris-
tian sacrifice of atonement is a gift from that !
God against whom men sin, and is therefore !
not a means of propitiation in the heathen
sense, but a manifestation of the yearning love
which from the All-Father goes forth towards |
His prodigal children. “ God so loved that He !
gave;” and the Son of God is bu¢ the embodi-
ment for us of that mighty love, the sacrifice
which reveals the exceeding sinfulness of «in
in its relation to the moral government ¢f God, |
and thus at once the gift and propitiation
from God for us.

The offices to be by this appointment per-
formed are declared, “That he may otfer
both gifts, and sacrifices for sin.” Sacrifice,
when used alone, may, according to the context,

I'this sepulchre 27
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mean either the gifts of thank-offerings, or
sacritices proper, or include both ; when distin-
guished, as here, from gifts, the reference is to
the sacritice of atonement, which was ever
with the shedding of blood—i.c | the rendering
up of iife, for the blood is the life~-whilst the
gifts would be the incense, meat and fruit
offerings accompanying the sacrifices for sin,
But for us the cacritices of (lod are a broken
spirit—a contrite heart.  How does man know
these gifts and gacrifices will prove acceptable
to the God from whom, by transgression and
infirmities, he seems separated by a distance
infinite ?

We have caused otfence against one to whomn
by every bond of dependence and gratitude
we are bound.  We dread ourselves to appenr
in that presence lest we be repulsed.  We ask
a friend to “feel the way for us;” wherewithal
shall we draw near to God? God has fore-
stalled our wants by the appointient of a
priest; He is faithful and cannot deny Him-
self, therefore cannot turn aside from the
intercession of the office He Himself hath cre-
ated.  Aaron could with bolduess appear on be-
halfof Israel in the presence chamber of Israel’s
King, secing that by that King he was appoint-
ed for that special object and work, and thus
by that very appointment God brought Him-
self within pleading distauce for man. The
appointment was in itself the holding forth of
the olive branch of peace. It was no allow-
ance made to Jewish prejudice and association,
but a deep necessity of man's spiritual life,
that is met by this assertion of priestly dignity
for the Christ.  Surely to every one there is a
season of deep heart-searching and bitterness,

iwhen the world seemms dust and ashes and

life a condemnation; experience like a desert,
barrenness and drought; earth iron, and heavew
brass. “ Who shall roll away the stone from
You have in the silent night
watches awaked strangely from slumber,
raised yourself on your couch, and looked in
vain for the faintest token of light ; a strange
bewilderment comes over you—utter darkness
and solitude. You feel around, and there is
nothing familiar to your touch. Are you en-
cased in a living tomb? Such soul bewilder-
ment at times most of us have felt, “ asa dream
when one awaketh.” At such a moment an
angel beam of jight comes in, revealing the
presence of the Eternal. The conscience-
smitten Hebrew, tormented by the memory of
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his weakness and folly, cnes “Cast me not[dread prerogative of entermo in first and
away from Thy presence,” and with txembhng|alone the holy place, ‘i touched with the
looks up; he <ces amid the incense clouds the feeling of our infirmities.” Does “yet with-
High Priest cleanse himself, present gifts, offer‘out sin” seem to mar the fulness of sympa-
sacrifices, and by Jehovah's ow n—not bare per- | thy ? Consider that it is not sin that makes a
mission, but—appointment enter into the mo‘;t man compassionate, but the feeling of infir-
holy place, to the visible token of the presence | mities that makes manifest how hard it is not
of the Most High. Inthat pricst he sees him-|to sin.  The difficulty of reaching the moun-
self at the mercy seat. And Christ is such aitain summit is not fully known by him who,
priest ! © Being come an high priest of good 'half way up, has been compelled to give over.
things to come, by a «n’*ater and more perfect! What can he know of chasms and precipices
tabernacle, not made with hanls, that is to|beyond 2 But he who has toiled and strained

say, not of this building; nexthm by the
blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood

obtained eternal redemption for us.”
Jdues this mean except that we, poor and needy
because frail and sinful, faithless when faith-
fulness would be a blessing, wiltul when wil-
fulness is death,
Divine appointinent, not by frantic human

endeavours, the High Priest yonder enters’

within the vail to bear gifts and sacritices for
sin—for me—for I tooam a child of Abraham

tand fallen, and still presses on to the mastery,
‘knows the full bitterness of the toil
He entered in onee into the holy place, baving
What .

Thus
Christ—He sounded all the depths of buman
woe and weakness. So long as the sounding
Iines touch not the ocean bottom, who can tell

.its depth, or whether it is possible to sound ?
' [deas were vague before the plummet touched
have not lost hope, for by

the occan’s floor; it was even gravely sug-
gested that the ocean depth reached to the
other sidv; but when the plummet touched

"the bottom, none the less amazed are we at

_the vastness of the “ fathomless abyss!” Ne-

and an inheritor of the promises, through  vertheless, along its hidden depths we stretch

Jesus Christ the Saviour.

2. This High Priest is taken from among
men ; not from the cherubic hdst, not from
the angei band, Lut from among men, or-
dained “as une who can be gentle towards
the ignorant and the wandering, because that
He Himself also is compassed with intirmicy.”
In the High Priest man is near to God ; and .
He who thus, with unique sanctity and soli-
tary prerogative, enters once ez ch year into
that dark wysterious “ holy of holies,” is one
of ourselves, mth us, like us, ecompanion of
our wants and dangers, sharer of our rests
and jovs. Thus txul) is He our representa- .
tive ; for the priest is not a teacher, neither,
is hs a king, but one who by Divine appoint-'
ment has the right to offer on our behalf gifts
and sacrifices. Thus—if we may thus express
it—God is not keeping us at arm’s length, but
giving us access &s we can bear into His pre-
sence; yea, thirough our great Priest’'s inter-
cession, are we not now all priests to God ?.
And in the fact that our High Priest is the
man Christ Jesus, we may with boldness ap-’
proach Him.  Gud forbid we should ever ap-.n
proach Him with other feelings than those
that are reverentisl For our own comfort.
~let more of revercnee inus dwell;” yet let us
not fear in drawing near, for He whose i3 the |

[the cable and bind continents together in con-

'stant, living communication. Christ thus has
experienced ail possible bitternesses and trials
;of human life, knows their uttermost, has
sovnded every deep, and therefore can lay the
Jiving communication between earth and hea-
iven alonﬂ those hidden wastes, which one
wh> had failed could never do. Note how
the writer of this Epistle has given utterance
to some remarkable words rega,‘-dmg this
thorough human sympathy (verse 7): “ Who
in the days of His fle<h, having with a strong
cry and tears offered up prayers and supph-
-cations unto Him that was able to save Him
out of death, and havinz been heard for His
reverent fear, though He was a Son, vet
learned obedience b\ the things which He
suffered.”  There ean be Little doubt but that
Gethsemane was a cuiminating point in the
Saviour's agony and fear. Int. the sutferings
of that hour no human eye hath looked ; and
vet it was His all-comprehending humamty
which in that lonely hour was filled with a
sorrow even unto death ; and though we may

not enter into the deep of mystery, we know
that that suffering Saviour Priest has entered
into the deep of ours, and therefore divinely
,appointed, humanly sympathetic, no stronger
(assurance can be to us given that we may
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with confidence draw near and find our access

to the Father complete.

Brethren, the science and enlightenment of
this nineteenth century has not taken away
sin, nor does it possess compassion such as
will reach it. Only the other day, in a great
city, might have been scen, by those who were
there, on a car along one of the't:a”shionable
streets, & woman of no mean position in soci-
ety—a slobbering drunkard, with a little child
thus made partaker of a mother’s shame. Do
you comprehend the degradation?  You en-
ter a diawing-room wherve a lady presides and
a litile girl dances round a joyous sunbeam,
and you recognize that same lady in that
drivelling drunkard—slovenly, immodest—
and in that lively child the drunkard’s little
wean! And of such sorrows every city is
full ; ana the seeds of such degradation find
in every heart soil too ready for reccption.
Whither are we to turn for hope and life ¢
To the chemist in his laboratory — the philoso-
pher in his chair? to the police magistrate
and his sentcnce, or our noisy legislative
halls ? to our civilization which makes such
things possible, or the enterprise which builds
its palaces upon such wrecks ? or to the “calm
pity of the ever blessed God, who Himnself has
Leen surrounded through bright millenniums
with the songs of angels crowned with ever-

* Fain would I to Thee be brought;
Blessed Liord, foibid it not:
In the kingdom of I'hy grace
Give Thy wand.ring child & place I—Even me!”

Can you have another prayer ere this may
find an answer ?

SUBSTANCE O} AN ADDRESS UN CONGRE-
GATIONALISM :
Delivered at meeting of the Central Association,

‘orkville, on 8th March, 1882, by Rev. W. W.
Sniuith.

Thers are in the world two root-systems cof govern-
ment: that which (asold Herodotus has it) * takes
the people into partnership.” and that which has its
oot in the individual and absolute will of the ruler.
Kais r William of Germany shows & good example of
the latter, in his late © Rescript,” where he lays it
down with exceeding plainness that the Emperor's
awel is the origin and fountain of law and authority,
and that the mi isters of the Government are to be
respousible to him only. Buituin showe an example
of the othber, or constitutional government.  The
people have rights, and exeicise them—rights which
no Government ean touch : the will of the people,
expressed tirough constitutional forms of their own
making, being the fountain of power.

So in churches. Tiere are some in which Chaich
power is found in some chi f ruler, and his will and
decisions are the law of the Church. The other cliss
are those where the people manage the affairs of the

lasting light, and making sweet music with | ehurch—of which Congregational Churches, so called,
their harps of gold—that watches over the{present, in theory, a perfect example. Wuh imper-
destinies of man; and to one at His side, in feet men notbing is perf.et but their a‘ms and de-
yonder palace of eternal joy, the brightness ' sires.  Yet they who sim at perfection will attsin
of His glory, the expiess image of His person “fur more than they who put np with less for a mode).
—who Himself once sank into a d~eper Jark- ! Tom Hood tells of o shepherd boy who fell in love
ness than ever made us tremble, and realized i with & princess, and died ot a hopeless passion, and
the awful weight and burden of human | of whom it was written ~

wretchedness as you have never realized it ;|

one who, in a world of misery, stood alone in|
an awful supremacy of woe, as now, in azSo, let us keep cur model high, and by the help of

¢ Hix love was nobly born and died,
Though all the rest was mean.”

world of glory, He stands alone in a splendid
supremacy of bliss—whose title was, ‘the man
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief’—upon
whose vesture and thigh this name is now

written, * King of kings, and Lord of lords ¢'”;

Need I reply—

‘¢ Suff'ring Saviour, with thorn crown,
Lruised and kleeding, sinking down;
Heavy laden, weary worn,
Fanting, dying, crushed and torn!—All for me!

4¢ Jasus, Savicur, pure and mild,
L+t me ever be Thy ohild;
So nnworthy though I be,
Thou did’st sufler this fcr me {—AU for me !

i God, bring our perforinance ever ncarer {o the per-
gfect,ion we have before us, re uewbering always
“that the Church. properly, has no legislative pawer,
"The ¢ nstitution, the laws, of Christ’s kinglom are
all in the New Testament. We can only frame by -
ilaws within the limits of the constitution.  Our power
'is jadicia! and executive. We don't expeet our sher.ffs
l'and magistrates to make the laws ; they morely carry

i them out.

| Our organizstion is of the simplest. A numbher of

i Christian men and wom~n come together in Christian:
i fellowsbip, and (having confilence in each others
| Christian charactir) agree to walk togethier as a
{Church of Jesus Christ, and obey Him, and bear
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each other’s burdens, and watch over each other in
the Lord. That is all. A man who knew nothing
of our polity once proposed to me to found a Church,
in the town where we lived, on such principles. He
thought * it would be lovely.” And so it would;
and so 1t i8 wherever the spirit of the Master is fol-
lowed and sought.

We are uot afraid of democracy. We practiss it,
sud insist on it in all our seenlar societies. Why |
should we discard it from the Church 2 The putting
upon every member something of the responsibilify
of the actions of the Church—just as Paul did with
the Churoh members at Corinth, in the matter of the
brother who was bringing disgrace on the Chur:h
by his evil conduct—is at once an education and a
blessing. Wo know no simpler organization; rmd'
we fail to see auy Secripturs authority for p‘.a.cingi
Church power elsewhere than in the hands of thei
people themselves. !

We try to upheld two vital principles—a converted ;
membership and government by the people.  We
tLink po man ought to be encouraged to come as a
member into & Churel, till he has become, by the
new birth, s member of Christ: and having so be- !
come, that he ought, without delay, to range Limeelf :
n line with Christ's organized disciples.

The alsence of a written ereed (the authority for!
whieh iz, of nght, as much an open question with us
as with the men who made it) we do not feel as aloss;

|

paragraph sum up all of Congregationalism? We

woald invite thought and expression upon what must
be considored & complimentary truth—the fellowship
of the Churches, its ground and necessary limitations.
That, as it seems to us, is the question of the hour.
The autonomy of the individual Church is conceded ;
the other invites exposition.]

Since writing the above, we, easually turning over
a pile of papers in search of a missing pamphlet, found
a remnant of & sermon which seems to have been
preached at one of the unions, from whick we cull the
following :—

*The mistake is sometirnes committed both by the
enemies and friends of Congregationalism, of speak-
ing of it as a democracy—a system that locates all
power in the people. Rather it is an absolute mon-
archy—a THEOCRaCY under which the single, cor stant
question is, what is the will of our one Master, Christ ?
It is not a system upon which there are ‘ many mas-
ters,” and ihe pecple are all sovereign. Svme of the
worst evils that have sprung upamong us have arisen
from the idea that an Independent Church mnay d»
what it pleases—that ministers and members are
alike to do what is right in their own eyes. The truth
is, they are ‘ under the law to Christ,” and have no
right to do anything which they have not reason to
b.-lieve He sanctions. No act of any Congregational
Church is rightly performed unless it be done in the

a)r(;! > ndf “9"] e:cl;;;tan for h\gmelt;,'}w {the?"\\ ordd)f' : 8pirit of obediencs to Chirist; nor is auy act of such
© ;t" fee “ st b 3 ,E:‘?é‘ ur ltm!‘:v 13 exlacth) . Church valid if it wiil not bear the scrutiny of th-
equ to cur recponsibrilty : W?, are bo search ine | New Testament. The members put their neck under
bcr’pt“r“{] z'a.udbtol;lf;rm;le 0;"!; '1ves by tlz.em. A;d {® yoke of human bondage if they unconditionally
:ve' im]l::t ms;;] pto :G .Ozr ;:q z aDO]:iti(;rjt;t?v?acl:'eezs i pledge lﬁhemsulves to submit to whatever acts of diaci-
b v pline the Church thiuks fit to perform. The prorai-e
s he ¢ ing it e .
unless he ”t“: b‘;“ my ;espons.bzhty in following it. ' of subjection to discipline must be limited by the
suppesing 1t to be wrong. ; AN . . '
EI’I!:‘is. x{;:en, in brief, is what we call * Congrega- gl:;;;:zr::at it must be in harmony with the Holy
tionahist :° Each particular Church endowed with: . 1 : . s
all the power Christ has given to His Church on !anv IPZ?:: ?(; S’EZ:T?E;DO Lb::ii;lZ:::;n::e:ecl::So;‘]i:
earth, however wuch or httle that may be. A Chureh! - . PO o
{ »rmc:d of converted persons. The actions of tbeja.pp]y law ths'.t.xs already in ex.stence.' The dxst.xuc
Clrurch by the vote of the members. The officer , tion between higher and lower law which American
euvsen U ?the Church itself. The \’.(-W Téﬂtam:n::lf‘gislazion concerning slavery has made prominent,
: y : - 3 Only the higher law

. .. :.isone of immense importance.
the standard for doctrine. The Church a Christi . .
d ¢ . * 82 s law at all in the true sense of the word. Law, so
emuCTracy. '

| called, that cannot be harmonized with the eternal

:Note py THE Epiror.—We thank our brother for ; principles of right, is usarpation and tyranny,and no
his MS., as we did for the addrees, 1o which with plea- man owes 1t any allegiance or respect for a moment.
sure we listened. He wulsuffer a word, not antago-:  ** So there is no ecclesiastical law but what has ema-
pistie, but suggestive. Is the word democracy wise as ; nated from Christ. Our business is to take the sia-
rezardsa New Teatanient Church ? especially ““ reme:u- * tute-boock He bas iseued, and apply its provisions to
bering always that the Church properly has no legisla- {the cases that arise. When we receive & Church
tive power,” a& our prother urges. Is not the Charch !member it is on the ground of the prior reception of
rather theoeratie, Christocentric, asking independency | that person by Christ. We have no right to rejoct
!whem the Lord has received, nor to receive whom

only that it may be free tc exprees its life and per- |
fora its work ? Again, does our brother’s closing |the Lord rejecie. We have only one point to seitle



THE CANADIAN

INDEPENDENT. 141

about an applicsnt for fellowship, and that is, whether
Christ has received him. It matters not what peculi-
arity of opinion, disposition, temperament or circum-
siances there may be, this one thing settles the
question. Thus, also, in all Church business, we are
constantly led up face to face with our responsibility to
Christ. Inthe ohoice of a pastor, a Church has but to
ask, ‘ Is there ground to believe the Chief Shepherd
would have this servant of His to be our spiritual over-
seer ? ' If there be hesitation or perplexity between
two candidates, the pr.yerful inquiry should be,
¢ Show which of these two THou hast chosen |’

¢ Not our own will is to be done, but the Lord's will
—~not our own impulses, plans or judgments are to
be oarried out, but, so far as we have the means of
ascertaining them, the behests of Christ.

“*It is a blessed thing for the entire membership of
the Chureh thus to be brought into constaut contact
with the Master. It promotes a sense of dependeuce
on Him. Ii guickens the feeling of obligation and
keeps alive the spirit of obedience. It exalts the de-
tails of business into acts of service to our Lord, and
gives us as high and glorious a position as that of the
very angels of heaven, since wo may say of whatever
we do—

‘It means Thy praise, nowever poor;

An angel's aot can do no more.’
1t keeps us in the presence and under the eye of
Christ. It impresses us with the weight of that most
important sentiment, * HE 13 LORD OF ALL! "

MY DREAM.

It was a beautiful Sabbath morning. T cemed to
bein a large chureh, filled with attentive worshippers.
All around me were sirangers ; yet 8o pleasant were
the countenances, whoss cheerful smiles seemed to
say, * Make yourself quite at home ; you are among
friends,” that the lonely feeling which often comes
over one in a crowded courch to not one of whose wor-
shippers be is known, troubled me not at all. While
waiting for t'.e paster’s entrance, I gazed around tie
building. It was neat and tasteful, but plain in its
construction. My attention was particularly attract. |
ed by numerous mottoes on the walls, most of them;
incuicating the duty of doing good.

Back of the pulpit was this incription: “On the!
first day of the weck iet every one of you lay by him
in store as God hath prospered hirs.” Iu other places !

|
|

1

I read, * It is more blessed to give thar to receive.”

and other passages of similar import, ocoupied my
attenti.n, when the door of the anteroom near the
pulpit opened, and a noble-locking old man, with
firm, erect step, entered. He was one of those speci-
mens of beautiful old age of which we occasionally
see a type. As he gazed upon his people, the love in
his heart seemed to shine throngh and illuminate I:is
whole countenance. After the preliminary exercises,
the pastor preached an exsellent sermon on Faith and
Works. At its elose, pointing to the inscription, he
gaid, ** We will now prove our faith by our works, by
taking our usual weekly contribution. But first, hreth-
ren, suffer a word of counsel. Last Sabbath some of
you, in your deep love for the cause, made larger
contributions than your circumstances would warrant.
Remember, Paul says, ¢ Lay by in store as the Lord
has prospered you." I know it iz so pleasant to give
to the needy, that we are liable to mistakes in this
direction.”

I was thunderstruck. ‘“Where am I? " thought
1; *“in a Christian church, and the pastor cautioning
his people against too large contributions.”

I remnember reading of a similar occurrence in «
heathen land, among thke new converts to Christi-
anity; but to be an eye-witness of such a scens in a
Christian congregation, it seewms incredible.

I watohed the people closely as the boxes weie
passed, and became more and more amazed: for
nearly every person—men, women, and children—
contributed, and did it so cheerfully, even joyfully,
that it was a pleasure to see them. *‘ I must speak to
that man, and learn the secret of his success with his
people,” thought I.

After the congregation had dispersed, many of them
greeting me cordially as they passed out, I said to
the pastor, as he took me warmly by the hand,

*You must have had an unusual collection to-day.”

‘“No,” he answered, *‘ no larger than usnal. You
heard my caation to my people; they enjoy giving so
much, that, every now and theun, I find it necessary
to hold them back, lest some of them do more than
they are able.” * Why, sir!" I exclaimed, ** how
have you educated them ? Most ministers are obliged
to urge, coax, and somatimes drive their peopls to
give.”

* Educate them? With the Bible, to be sure.
They are Christians, and even the poorest of them
want to show their love to their Master by cbeying
His commands."

“ Christians ! But you don’t wish mec tc understand

‘‘ Inasmuch a8 ye have done it unto one of the least of ; that all the Christians in your church contribute for
these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me.”* * Go | benevolent objects? Why, sir, in the eommunion to
ve into all the world srd preach the gospel to every | | which I belong, two-thirds of the churches do noth-

crosmre “If any man would come after Me, lot ing for Foreign Missions, and many of them nothmg
him deny himself, and take up his croes, and follow f for Home Missions and other like operations.”

Me.” ‘“Thou shalt love the Lord tby God with all: The old man raised his hands in surprise and
thy beart, and thy neighbour as thyseli.” Thess, ! horror, and his voice was very sad as ha answersd.
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“Burely they cannot be Christians. What book
d» they take as the foundation of their faith? *lot
thhe Bible! for almost every page of that volume is
luminous with precepts of love and self-sacrifice. A
Christian, and not love to bestow in obarity! [t
eannot be. But may I ask,” eyeing me curiously,
** what is the nawe of your denomination? "

1 have never been ashamed of my religious home ;
yet the blood rushed to my fuce as the question was
put, and 1 hasteved to reply,

* But, sir, my denomination is not alone in being
derelict to duty in this matter. Almust every bene-
valent organization is erippled for the want of funds.
Many Christiaus feel that they have no obligations to
discharge to others, at least pecuniarily.”

* No obligations! " exclaimad the old man. * What
is it to be & Christian? Is it not to be like Christ ?
Why, the very essence of Olristianity is to deny self.
If there is one duty emphasized, from Genesis to
Revelation, it is the duty of giving, Don’t you re-
member the many injunctions to God’s ancient people
on benevolence ? ™

“0, yes! but many now affirm those old Jewish
laws were only for that people, and have long been
vhsolete.”

* Obsolete, indeed I repeated the pastor, as a cu-
rious smile played around bis mouth. But what do
these people do with all the injunections of the Mew
Testament on this same salject? are they also ob-
solete ? If so, we modern Christians are much to be
pitied. If, caring nothing for the interests of our
neighbour, we are to look out only for ourselves, our
minds and learts will becorme so dwarfed that we shall
be hardly worth the saving. Bui, thank God! His
commands are yet binding upon us; and it is not
only a duty, but a blessed privilege to sow bounti-
fully and bLroadeast of the rich gifts showered upon
us. When my people are converted, they not only
lay themselves, but their possessions, on Gud's altar,
and thus each one of them becomes & centre of holy
nfluc nee, & point from which radiate beams of mellow
hght.”

Ti o¢ld man had waxed eloquent ae he preached.
His o1 es flashed, a8 his tall form seeraed to tower
above me. In his excitement his tones became
deeper and inore thrilling; but while I gazed, spell-
bound, suddenly he vanished from my sight.

Belold! alas! it was only & dream.—Morning
Star.

HARD TIMES CONQUERED.

———

BY MEf% HENRY WARD BEECHER.

About seventy years ago, a physician with a young
family springing up around him, consulting his wife,
8a .'t ood husbands find it prudent to do, bought a
large : rm iu ove of cur New Epgland States, where

overy farmer truly earns his living by the sweat of his
brow. Both felt that nowhere could their children be
trained to industry and frugality so thoroughly as on
a gocd farm.

Of course the Doctor was obliged to ** run in debt ™
for this property and give a wortgage on the place.
Tho puymenis were to be made quarterly, acd
promptly, or the whole would be forfeited and revert
back to the original owner. In those days physicians
were not likely to become millionaires in a hwrry, and
though bis practice was large, the pay was smalil and
not slways sure. He therefore locked to the farm to
bring forth the means to release him from the bond-
age of deht; and the children, even to the youngest,
were taught to labour for, and look forward eagerly
to, the time *“ when we have paid for the farm1”

The creditor was the doctor's father-in-law, through
Whis first wife, and wlile the good old gentleman lived,
if by any mishap or over press of business the quar-
terly payment had been delsyed, it would have been
kindly excused. But for the ten or fifteen years that
he lived after the sale of the farm, there had not been
one delay in paymcent, though now and tlLer there
would come a time when :t was very hard work to
secure the needed sum in time, for even in the olden
days ‘ hard times "’ were often found prowling about,
to the great terror of our hard-working New Englahd -
farmers, But little by little the heavy debt wae
diminiching, and they were looking forward, Liope-
fully, to the year of Jubilee, when they could &it
noder their own vine and fig tree with none to molest
and make them afraid.

At this period the father-in-law died. He had but
two ohildren—daughters. The younger, the doctor’s
wife, died childlegs. Tke elder married a hard, close,
scheming man, who, knowing that his wife and
children would inherit this property in case the pay-
—1ents were not promptly met, lost no opportunity of
remarking that Dr. Mason's farm wounld doubtless
soon come into his hands, as with his large famuly he
mast fail by-and-hy.

The financial troublss which the war of 1812 had
cansed, as all wars are sure to do, were not yet ad-
justed. Money was scarce and payments very diffi-
oult. Ten childrer now filled the old house with
merriment and gladness ; but they were to be clothed
and edueated.

Let us ree how successfally they had been taught
to make their high spirits and resolute wills oheerful
aaxiliaries in lifting the burden which, since their
grandfather’a desth, was pressing heavily vpon their
parents.

At the time of which we wr-ite, amony other crops,
ryc was exiensively raised. It was used for food
among the farmers quite a8 much as wheat, but was

also valuable for other purposes. When fall-grown,
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but still in the milk, large quantities were out to be
used for ** braiding.” The heads were used for *‘fod-
der;" the stocks, after being soaked in strong, Lot soap-
sads, were sproad on the grass for the sun to whiteu.
When sufficiently bieached and ready for use, they
were cut at each joint, the husk stripped off, and tlie
straw thus prepared tied in pound bundles for sale.

Bounels then meant sormething moro than a small
bit of silk or velvet with a flower attached, and the
* st1aw braid " for making themn was in great demand.
Boys and girls were alike taught to braid, and the
Ihng winter evenings were not spent idly. Dr. Mason
raised large crops of rye, and each child, almost as
soon as weaned, was taught to draid, and was soon
able to do much toward clothing bimself. At six
years of age, a dollar a week was easily earned ; at
eight, three doliars; aud in something of that propor-
tion up to the eldest.

Does anyone think such a life, with such an object
in view, was hard or cruel? Never was there a
greater mistake. It was of immense value to these
young spirits. They had eomething real, that they
could understand, to lahour for. There was life and
courage and true heroism in it. An education—with
here and there, to be sure, some rough places to pass
over--whioh was worth more to them than all the
woney millionaires bequesth their sons and daugh-
ters—an education whicl prepared them in after-life
to be courageous and self-helpful.

It is this kind of training that has made New Eng-
iand’s sons and daughters strong and self-reliact, and
the lack of it which makes these hard fimes such a
horror, that we hear of so many who seck death by
their own bhands as preferable to the struggle for
better times.

In the long winter evenings, when the labour of the
day was over, the children home from school, and the
“ chiores” all finishcd, the candles were lighted and
the evening work began. The wother in her corper
was busy making and mending for her large family.
The dector, if not with the sick, smoked and read
opposite her. The children gathered round the long
table in the middle of the room, where lay the school-
books and straw allready machired for braiding, while
the old, fireplace, heaped with blaziug logs of Jickory,
oak, and fragrant birch, made the room warm and
cheerful. Here, withh their books fastened open be-
fore them to the next day’s lesgons, the children with
nimble fingers plaited the straw and studied their
lessons at the same time. For children taught to
be industrious usually carry the principles thus devel-
oped into the school-room, and are ambitious to keep
as near the head of the class as possible.

Such a family as this was well equipped to meet
and conquer adversity. For several days Dr. Mason
had been unusually grave and silent. All noticed it,

but no remarks were made until evening, when he
came to supper, 80 nunmistakably worried and despon-
dent that his wite inquired if he was not well.

* Yes, well enough. But, Luey, I have so far been
unablo to collect money for our (uarterly payment.
£ much is due me that I had no fears but that
enrugh would be promptly paid to save me any
trouble.”

* How much is lacking ?

“ Mot quite a hundred dollars ; but it might as well
ba thousands for any chance I now see of getting it
in season. There is now so much sickaess about,
that, as you know, I have had no rest, and liitle time
to colleet money. If not ready before midvight to-
morrow we are ruined. I have kept it from you as
long as I dared, still hoping that those who ought to
pay me would do so.”

“Have you told them how very important it is that
you have the money ? "’

“No; I did not wish to speak of it. Mr. H. is
watching greedily for a ¢ slip,’ and we need expect no
mercy at his hands. Under our hard labour aud
good care this farm has risen greatly in value—too
much so for him to spare us an hour, if he can once
get hold of it. I am almost discouraged. It is the
darkest tine we have seen yet. But I must be off,
and shall probably be out all night. To think there
are not forty-eight hours between us and ruin! And
my hands so tied by several bad cases that I may not
find one bour to try and make up the little that is
needed.

For a fow minutes after the doctor left, the children
stood silent and sad, watching their mother. At last
she said—

* Children, we can help father through this, and
save our home, if you are willing to submit to scme
little self-denial. No; I should have said to great
self-denial. Each of you has worked diligently to bay
new garments for winter. You need them, and
deserve them, and I should be 8o happy and proud to
see you all neat and comfortable. Buat to help father,
are you willing to let me try to clean, mend, and
make over your old clotheg, and vse what you have
earned to help brighten this dark day? The braid
you have on hand, and what is row due at the store,
is all your own, or to be expended for your own
clothes, and if each one of you is not perfectly wil-
l.ng, I don’t wish you to give it up.”

It ‘was a beauntifal sight to see those eager faces
watehing their mother, ready to answer the moment
she had finished ; for in the clden time children were
taught that it was disrespectful to interrnpt anyoue
when speaking, even when, as in this case, it wns
difficult to keep silent. But the reply when given
was prompt, enthusiastic, and what she had ccnfi-
dently looked for.
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“Thauks, dear children ! Now, then, hasten. First

bring we all your braid, and let us see how much it
will come to.”

The brawd, in ten-yard rolls, was brought, and its
value estimated.

** With that which is now due us at the store we
bave nearly sixty dollars! Well done for all these
littls fingers! Bui now we must dovise a way to
make up the remainder. Your f. "ier spoke last
pight of a large quantity of straw, which, if out,
would briug in something. He will be away all night.
if you work well we can cut mapy pounds before
widnight. Now, girls, help me wash the dishes,
while your brothers bnog, befors dark, the straw we
can out to-night.”

By the time the candlés were lighted all was ready
to begiu.

The younger children were excus *d at their usual
bed-time, but the other. worked with their mother
ull the tall clock in the corner struck one. Then all
retired for a few hours’ rest.

Dr. Mason returned howe in season for breakfast,
and bis wife inguired it the eldest son could drive her
over to the neighbouring town to dispose of some
braid for the obildren. He replied that he must be
gone again all day, and neither son nor team counld
well be spared fiom important work at home. Bat
u strange thing followed this implied refusal, Mrs.
Mason, who never allowed ber plads or wishes to
interfere with her husband’s, now repeated her
requeat, and urged ft till he yielded, from sheer sur-
prise, apparently, that his wife could be 50 persistent,

The doctor went his usual round, and the mother
aud gon departed on their mysterious errand. Their
business accomplished, they returned well satisfied,
and ready for supper when the father arrived.

A deeper gluom was on his face when he entered ;
but no word was spoken tili sll were seated af the
table, Too much absorbed in his troubled thoughts
to notice the suppressed exciteent plainly visible on
every face, e was startled as Mrs. Mason placed
before him the amount required.

“It is our ehuldren’s offering, and suflicient to make

the shortest I everrode. I shall be home before bed-
time to thank you all. I cannot now. I hope we
shall never come 80 near ruin agsin.”

And they pever did. In two years the last dollar
was paid, and then Dr. Mason vowed ha would unever
owe anyone a oeut. He kept bis vow.—Chris. Union.

PRACTICE VERSUS PREACHING.

© Motber, how much tobacco does it take to make
a sermon?

“ What do you mean, my son? "

“Why, I mesn how much tobacso does father
chew, and how many cigars does he amoke, while he
is making a sermon ? "'

* Well, the tobacco and cigars don't make the ser-
moug, do they ? "

“1 don’t know but they do—they help along, at
any rate; for I heard father tell Mr. Morris, the
minister who preached for bim last Sunday, that ‘he

could never write well without a good cigar.” Sol
i thought maybe the tobacco makes the sermons, or
} the best part of them.””
i My son, I am shocked to hear you talk so !’
[ «“Well, mother, I was only telling what father said,
{and it made me think. He said that a prime cigar
| was & great solace (whatever that is); and he said,
besides, it drove away the blues—put him into a
happy frame of mind, and simulated or stimulated
{ bis brain, 8o he could work bitter. I suppose stimu-
; late means to make one think easier; and I've been
thinking, mother, if I had something to stimulate my
brain, I could study better ; and the next time 1 have
jone of thouse knolty questions in arithmetic to work
out, I will get a cigar, and see if it won't help e
along. You know you often tell me if I follow my
father's example I will not go fur astray; and now
I would like a few cigars, to make my brain work
well, sa that I can stand at the head of my class.”

* 1 hope I shall never see my son with a cigar in
his mouth ; it would be the first step to ruin!”

* You don’t thiuk father is ruined, do you? and he
has taken a good many steps since lis has taken the
firat cigar."”

up the needed sum. I persisted in going away this| « [ think, wy son, your father would be better with-
morning against your wishes, because 1 saw no other ™ cigars, or tobacco in any shape ; but he formed
escape. We cut the straw last vight—-many willing ()¢ habit when he was young, and now it is hard to
hands make quick work; I sold it, snd their braid ..k off.”
added to it, with what was already due them, com- .« Byq fatlier says * we are to blame for forming bad
pleted the sum.” . habits, and it is a sin to continue in them." I heard
Those who witnessed the ccene will never forget it: hg gay that in the pulpit not long ago. There iz old
Dr. Mason with his arm arcund bis wife, and both in Tun Jenkins, who gets tight every day. I suppose
tears, calling her all happy names: the chi)dren: be would find it rather hard to leave off drioking
clinging about their pavents, so joyful that home was wyigkey. But father says * it is no excuse for a man,
eaved, and they had Lelped to save it. . when he gets drunk, to say he is in the habit of g.t-
“Put Charlie into the waggor, quiek. If he fails | ticg drunk.' He says it only nceds resolution and
me not, the six miles beiween here and M-—— will be : moral courage to break off bad habits.”
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* But, my son, smoking tobacco is not quity drink-
ing whiskey and getting drunk.”

'*No, 1 know that, mother ; but 1 was going on to
say that if smoking was a bad habit, father would
bave given it up long ago. Br! I dou't believe smok-
ing is any harm ; and it does some folke a great deal
of geod. You know how nerveus and fidgety father
gets when he has to go a day without any cigars;
and, besides, he could not write his sermone without
them. I am surs, if he oould write as well and do
a3 much good without using tobacco, he wouid not
spend so much for it, When I want to buy a little
candy, or a bit of spruce gum, father tells me I had
better practise the zrace of self-deuial and save my
money for tho missionary box. Berides, be says such
stuff is not good for me; it will spoil my teeth and
ruiv my health. Now, I am quite certain that father
would not spend so mush money—more than I ever
spent in my whole life for candy, gam, clothes, and
everything else—if he did not believe tobacco was a
real beaefit to himself and others. Why, mother, do
vou kno*r anything about the price of cigars in these
times ? Cousin Edward Wilkins, who smokes a great
many, says you osn't get a decent cigar for less than
fifteon cents; and the best cost forty and fifty cents
apiece. T heard Deacon Tompkins say his cigars cost
him six hundred dollars a year; for he uses nothing
but the very best, and they are all imported. He
t>'d father so the other day, when they were smoking
in the study after dinner, and I was irying to get my
arithmetio lesson. Now, mother, do you think rmy
father and the deacon and a whole host of ministers
and elders, and temperance lecturers, and lots of good
Christian people spend so much money to keep them-
gelves in bad habits? Why, just the sum that Dea-
con Tompkins alone spends for sigars, wou!d support
a missionary in the Weat for & whole year, and
wonld be a better salary than moat Western missgion-
aries now get. Realiy, mother, I san’t belisve that
nsing tobacoo is wrong, ss long as so many good
Christians use it. I don’t care so much about chew-
ing. I would rather have some nive clean spruce-
gum, like they bave down in Dickson’s stors; I would
like to smoke as my father does ; and please, mother,
give me & little money to get some cigars.”

“ My son, you may telk the matter over to your
father. Ask him if he thinks it will improve your
habits and your manners to learn to smoke; if he
approves, you may ask him for a cigar.”"—N. Y. Re-
publican.

THE THREE CROWNS.

* Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for
when he ig tried he shall receive the ocrown of lifs,
which the Lord has promised to them that love Him.”
—James i. 12. (See also Rev. ii. 10.)

“T have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, 1 have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid
up for me a erown of rightevusness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day, and not
me only, but unto &l them also that love His appear-
ing."—2 Tim. v. 7, 8.

**And when the Chief Shephsrd shall appear. ye
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”
—1 Peter v. 4.

Dg. Lerrcuitp, of London, said to a theological atu-
dent: ‘1 will give you my rales for preachiug; they
were camposed by myself; they are very short, aud
I have put them into rhyme :—

Begin low,
Go on slow ;
Rise higher,
And take fire;
When most impreesed,
Be self-possessed ;
At the end wax warm,
And sit down in a storm.”

Tae Rev. Narayan Sheshadri has just returned to
Iudia from a visit to Great Britain. He writes that
the people besst him with all sorts of inquiries.
** They ask me,” writes Mr. Sheshadri, «* if I saw any
traces of the giant Rawan, who Lad ten faces and
twenty arms ; whether he was still reigning there.
Whether Lanku (Ceylon) was etill submerged in the
sea and kept up burning. Whether I came across a
race of pecple who were blegsed with such large ears
that they used the one as a mattress and covered them-
selves with the other! Whether I saw any race of
men with faces like that of a horse! Whether thera
is 8 scountry whers there «.¢ only women and no
men!”

ALEXANDRA, Princess of Wales, has set in England
one excellent fashion. She has made so public a dis-
play of attachment to her youug sons and daughters,
that it has become the mode for the fashionable
British matron sinilarly to express her affections.
Small boys and girls have, it is stated, eclipsed toy
terriers and pugs as the pets paraded by ladies in
Victoria and on foot in Hyde Park at the height of
the seasomw. 'Tis & pity that there is not in this coun-
try some one of sufficient influczse to produce a ¢imi-
lar effect. The disgusting practice of carrying lap-
dogs everywhere is becoming common. In the ears,
the parks, snd the hotels, and even in chureh, they
can be found; and some women seem to be pleased
with the attention—generally disgusted attention---
with which their often hideous pets are watched. If the
remarks that are made by strangers about those wo-
men, old and young, wko carry dogs in public places,
were heard by those to whom they refer, poodles
wonld be left by respectable women to those who
could pot sink’ lower in public esteem.-—Christian
Advocate.
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MapURa i8 & distriot, with a city of the same name,
in the south of Briush India, its eastern boundcary
Leing the atrait or gulf which separates the island
of Ceylon from the mainlaud. Tt ia the seat of Mis-
sion work, regarding which we find noted the follow-
ing item (—* A Christian churech has been built with
stones frow the ruins of a heatben temple, by the
ustive converts eonnected with the Madura Mission
of the Awmerican Presbyterian Board.™

ON the opposite side of the Buy of Bengal lies Bur-
mah--ludependen: and British. Independent Bur-
mal 13 abont 54 mles long, 420 broad, with a
popu'stion variously estimated, but probably about
that of Canada—4,000,000. The Government is an
absolute munarchy, kept in check by the fear of revo-
lution ouly, yet the peaple are industrioas in general,
eorntented and inteiligent. Buddhism is for the most
part the religion owned. Tkere is no humanity
shown in the treatment of eriminals ; oriental cruelty
catdoing itself in savage ingenuity. Burmah will be
remer:bered as a field ot the Baptist Missionary
Society, and of the labours of Felix Carey. The fol-
lhwing recent news, from Word and Work, is noi
without ita interest. especially in these days when
ancient records are being unrolled and studied. The
Karens ave a scmni independent t1ibe among the Bur-
mese

** The progress of Christianity among the Karens of
Burmah has often been noted as interesting and full
of promise.  Witlin little more than half a century a
vigorous native Church has taken possession of large
porticns of the country. The Karen Church, while
attentive to the wants of its own members, has, in a
true 1isclonary spirit, extended its operations to the
neigl.bouriug tribes, Reports that have reached us
ooucerning the character and activity of this Church
prove its true apustolic succession.

" When the missionaries first vieited thie people
they fouud that a tradition had descended, through
many generations, from father to son, in which the
Lope of a visit from strangers who should bring back
to them a revelation they Lad lost, formed a promi-
nent feature. They had been thus prepared to wel-
come sucl: teachers; and on comparing the state-
meunts of the missionsrics with the unwritten tradi-
tions of their fathers (their language was at that time
an unwritten one), they found such a general corre-
épendence as confirmed them in recognizing these
teacters as those whom they had long been sncon-
raged to expect.

* Thelr traditions are euriously akin in manyrespects
to the Biblical narrative. They believe God to be
mmmutable, eternal, and that He was from the begin-
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ning of the world. Man was oreated from the earth,
and woman from one of man’s ribs, Perhaps we may
best indicate the relation hetween their traditions and
the opening part of Genesis by a somewhat lengthy
but most interesting paragraph oconcerning the first
temptation :—

¢ ¢ Father God said, ‘* My son and daughter, Father
will mako and give you a garden. In the garden are
seven different kinda of trees, bearing seven different
kinds of fruits. Among the seven, one tree is ot
good to eai; eat not of its fruit. If yon eat, you wiil
become old; you will die. Eat not! All I have
created 1 give to you. Eat and drink with care.
Once in seven days [ will visit you. All I have com-
manded you, observe and do. Forget Me not. Pray
to Me every morning and night.””’

“ The Temptation and Fall.—* Afterwards Sesan
came and said, * Why are you here ? ' ¢ Our Father
God put us here,” they replied. * What do you eat
here ? ' Satan inquired. ** Our Father God created
food and drink for us-—food without end.” Sataa said,
“ Show me your foed.” And they went, with Satan
following behind them, to show him. On arriving
at the garden, they showed him the fruits, saying,
“ This is sweet, this is sour; this is bitter, this is
astringent ; this is :avoury, this is fiery ; but this tree
we koow not whether it be sour or sweet. Our
Fatker God said to ns, ‘ Eat vot the fruit of this tree:
it you eat, you will die” We ate not, and do not
know whether it be sour or sweet.” * Not 80, O my
children,” Satan replied ; ** the heart of your Father
God is not with you ; this is the richest and sweetest.
It is richer than the others, sweeter than the others ;
and not merely richer and sweeter, but if you eat it
you will possess mirnculous powera; you will be able
to ascend into heaven and descend into the earth;
you will be able to ly. The heart of your God is
not with you. This desirable thing He has not given
you. My heart is not like the heart of your God.
He is not honest; He is envious. I am honest; I am
not envious. I love you, and tell you the whole.
Your Father God does not love you; He did not tell
you the whole. If you do not believe me, do net
eat. Let each one eat, carefully, a single fruit ; then
you will know.” The man replied, **Our Father God
said to us, ‘ Eat not the fruit of this tree,’ and we
eat it not.” Thus saying, he rose up and went away.
But the woman listened to Satan, and, thinking what
he said rather proper, remaincd. Batan deceived her
completely, and she said to him, * If we eat shall we
iudeed be able to fiy? " * My son and daughter,”
Satan replied, ** I persuade you bacause I tove you."
The woman took one of the fruit and ate. And
Sutan, laughing, said, ‘' My danghter, you lListened to
me weli ; now go, give the fruit to your husband, and
say to wim, ‘ I bave eaten the fruit; it is exceedingly
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vich." If Le does not, deceive him, that he may eat.’
‘The woman, doing as Satan told her, went and coaxed
her hucband till she won him over to her own mind ;
and ha tenk the fruit from the hand of his wife and
ate. When he had eaten, she went to Satan, and said,
“ My husband bas eaten the fruit.” On hearing that,
he laughed exceedingly, and said, ** Now you have
listeno:t to e ; very good, my son and daughter.”’

“ The Curse.—* The day after thep had eaten, early
in the morning, God visited them; but thay did not
(a8 they bad been wont to do) follow Hum, ginging
praises. He approacted them, and said, ** Why have
you eaten the fruit of the trce that I coremanded you
not to eat?” ‘They did not dare to reply, and God
curscd them. ‘ Now, you bave not observed what I
commanded you,” He said. * Lbe fruit that is not
good to eat T told you not to eat; but you have not
listened, and have eaten. Therefore you shall be-
come old, you shall be sick, and you shali die.””’

* I1as the time not come when an endeavour might
be made to avail ouraelves 1.ore fully of the assist-
ance of this indigenous people in spreading the Gospel
throughout our wide Indian possessions ?

WE gather from the indispensable Missionary
Herald, of Boston, the following items of Missionary
news :—

“ The striking change which has taken place in the
forees engaged in foreign mission service within the
past forty years, should be considered by those who
seek to estimate the future progress of the work. The
inorease in the number of ordained missionaries con-
nected with the American Board, from the year 1840
to the present time, Lias been from 184 to 158. or only
eighteen per cent.; whereas the native agents, includ-
ing pastors, preachers, catechists, and teachers, have
increased during the same period from 122 tn 1,717,
or about 1,400 per cent. Hundreds of these native
helpers are supported wholly or mainly by their own
people. Christendom has not to furnish an army of
occupation for the pagan world. Recrunits are to be
found in the lands whioh we enter; and now that the
start has been made, these recruits may be expected
to come forward even more rapidly than within the
past firty years. In this view there is everything to
inspire hope for the fatare.”

“Certain travellers have affirmed that the Japanese
were in advance of us, and that Christian rations had
no example of orality to offer them superior to that
they now posssased. On the other hend, testimony
has been presented by some who have long resided
in the Empire, tending to sho » that nnderneath &
deccrous outward appearance there was great lax ty
of condnet. A striking testimony on this point ap-

pears in a vernacular paper of Japan, the Osaka Nippo. |
The Hiogo News, in quoting the article from the

Nippo, speaks of it as * entitled to the consideration
usually accorded to those who vossess peouliarly reli
able sources of inforination.' Thie paper affirms that
there are no schools in Osaka where the lLife is nut
eaten ont by immoralities, *Students who assemble
here, long before they have hecome accomplial ed
schulars, raturn to their homes, it 1a said, to the vx-
tent of eight or nine out of every ten. They come
from different provinces with hig i hopes and worthy
ambition, but only a year or two passes before we sec
them, weak and without energy, returning home to
implore the pity of parcnts and relatives, after which
they are worthless, save to work in the fiells.” The
statements made in this article as to the profligacy
and licentiousness of the city are such as cannot be
reproduced. Let it be remembered that these state-
ments ag to sooirl corraptions in Japan are made not
by missioneries, but by the Japanese themselves.”

CHAUTAUQUA [N 1882

The Chautanqua Foreign Missionary Inetitu!. invites
all friends of Missions, Foreign and Home, in every de-
nomination aud from every land, to its fourth annual
gathering, in the beautiful grove beside Lake Chautauqua,
8 little west of the city of Buffalo, from July 2 to August
8. The great days at Chautauqua will be : Opening Day,
C. Teachers’ Retreat and C, School of Languages, Jaly 8 ;
Memorial Day, C. Literary and Scientific Circle, July 9.
Closing Exercises, C. T. R., July 28; AMid-Srason Celebra-
riom, Saturday, Fuly 2g ; Fourth Anniversary, C. F. M. I.,
Monday, Fuly 37/; Ninth Annual Assembly Opening,
August 1; Closing Exercises, C. F. M. 1., 7 hursday,
Aug. 2 ; Memorial Day Anniversary, C. L. 8, C., Aug. 5 ;
National Day, Aug. 5; Denominational Congresses, Auy. 9
Alamni Day—Reunion, lluminated fleet, etc., Aug. 10 ;
C. L. 8. C. Day, First Commencement, Aug. 13 ; C. School
Theology Day, Aug. 15; Coliege Society Day, Aug.17:
The Farewell, Aag. 21. Suggestions and inquiries will be
weicomed by the Executive Committes ; W. A. Duxzcan,
Esq., chairman, Syracuse, N. Y. ; C. P. Hard, Bt. Mark’s
Parsonage, Buffalo, N, Y,, secretary,

A LEVEL-HEADED BISIIOP.

Bishop Harris, of Michigan, is one of the brightert
and manliesi of the Episcopal bishops in this ccuntry,
He went to the Episcopal seminary in New York
lately, and told the students that “‘the age was iu-
tensely intolerant of medievalisin~—that men are seel -
ing in our day not for priests to absolve, but for
teachers to gnide. Never was the prophetic office so
recognized, and never were men so willing to listen
to a man of God. More than being masters of cere-
monies, they must be ambassadors of God. There-
fore,” said he, ‘‘ leaving liturgies and ceremonials, it
was redeemed, regenerated, high-minded men, speak-
ing with living wills, hearts, and voices, that in our
day could be the ministers of grace and power.”
Truly, a ** level-headed * bishop.—Presbyterian.
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L. Payne, a representative of the young people
moved, seconded by Mr. G. Davis, That by this resoln-
Tux following example of honesty in the taking of | tion the young people of the congregation express to
a paper will speak for itselfl. Our business xanager ! th.e pastor: Rm H.. D. Hu.nter, t'helrhearty appreci-
informs us that the paper has been regularly sent to: ation of his active interest in their behalf. B'e‘vl Mr.
and taken out from the Post-office for nearly eighteen ‘ Ih?uter next made reference to the proposition to
months since the paid subscription expired: II"’]“’V" the church debt. He said the idef‘ was to
never Suboribed for the Independent mor 1 do m,t‘take up the loan from the company where it was at

know who it was that sent for it who ever that sent  Present, and secure an $8,000 loan upon mueh more
you my name you can look to them for the pay if you favourable terms from the North Amer:can Life

INews of the Elhurches.

have pot got ii and dont send it any longer.”

WirToN.—This church has extended an iuvitation
to our old esteemed friend, Rev. Thomas Reikie, and
we understaud that he has accepted ths sawme, and
enters :pon his labours forthwith.

WatForp is now enjoying the services of Rev.
Robert Hay. Pine Urove 1s being supplied by a
student.

Lonpox.—The annual meeting of the Congrega-
tional Church was Leld March 23rd. Rev. H. D.
Hunter, pastor, occupied the chair, who, in present.
ing his first annual report, referred to the pleasant,
successful and happy year just passed. A review of the
year's work stimulated him to greater efforts in the
future. He referred with pleasure to the numerical
and financial stresgth of the chureh, and its progress
in these departments. There had-been dismissed by
leiter seven perscns, and three had died. The total
wmembership was now 264, of which number fifty-nine
were received into the church since the commence-
went of his psstorate. The deacons’ report reviewed
with thankfuluess the events of the year and the pro-
gress of the Divine cause. Reference was made to
the successful labours of the pastor, and alluded in
complimentary terms to the efforts of the Ladies’ Aid
Soeiety, the choir and the nshers. The Treasurer's
Report for the past year ending March 23rd, 1882, re-
purts receipts $3,375.48, disbursements $3,157,98.
After the adoption of the Linancial report the audience
snjoyed a tea, provided by the ladies of the congrega-
tion. The statistical Sunday School report was pre-
dented by Mr. Johu Bundy. Averageattendance-—In-
fants, 48 ; intermediate, 90 ; seniors, 30 ; officers and
teachers, 22. Tutal, 190. Receipts during year, $177.-
79. Expenses, $120.52 Mrs. L, Maloolmson, secre-
lary, read the =nuual report of the Ladies’ Aid
Soctiety. Total receipts during t'.. year $416.56, or
a1 1ncrease of $32.78 over the previous year. Expen-
diture, $415.50. Balanos on hand, #1.05. Mrs.
Adams, President of the Ladies’ Aid Bociety, who is
about to retire from that position, was presented with
two handsome pieces of silver-ware. An appropriate
address was read by Miss Johnson, and the presenta-
tion was made by Mrs. Rendell. On behslf of the
recipient, Rev. Mr. Hunter briefly replied. Mr. J.

i Assurance Company. He said the amount at once
irequired to make the first move was $700. To this
[call responses were made, bringing up the amount to
| that required. TLle salary of the pastor was advanoced
i to $1,200 per year, to commence on April 1st.

i  ToroNT0.—NORTHERN.—On Tuesday evening, April
illth, about a hundred of the young friends of this
! church waited upon their pastor at his residence, and
|88 an expression of esteem and affection presented
;him and Mrs. Burton with a costly silver tea service,
{accompanied with an illuminated address. The ad-
{dreas was from the skilled hand of Mr. J. G. Owen.
{ A short programme of music and recitations, with re-
i freshiments the friends had brought with them, were
lenjoyed, & short service of praise and praver. and the
*happy group departed, leaving behind an encouraged
pastor and a grateful pastor's wife.

Braxtrorp.—The church building here has recent-
ly been frescoed and painted, the gas fixtures re-ar-
ranged, ete. The reopening services were held on
Sunday, April 2nd. At 11 a. m. the Rev. Mauly
Benson, the pastor of the Brant Avenuc Church,
occupied the pulpit. The text was from the 11th
chapter of Proverbs and the 18th verse:—**To him
that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward."”
The Rev. Mr. Culter, pastor of the church, took part
in the opening and closing exercises. At 4 p.m an
equally large congregation convened to listen fo a
service of song and brief address from the pastor, in
reference to the church. I. the evening the Rev. J.
B. Tuttle, of the First Baptist Church, spoke to a
copcourse of people that filled every seat. He found-
ed his remarks on three passages of Scripture. The
first, that '* Every inan must bear his own burden ;"
second, ‘‘ Bear ye one another's burden; ' and third,
¢ Cast your burden on the Lord.” Individual respons
bility, mutual burden-bearing, and trust in God
were the lessons inculeated in a vigorous, earnest
! aud practical discourse. As in the morning, the pas-
tor took part in the preliminary and closing exercises.
The whole passed in the most agreeable manuer, and
the church is to be congratulated on its hopeful con-
dition under Mr. Culter’s faithful and efficient pastor-

ate. It may be added that the Congregational Union
of Ountario and Quebec meeta here in June, and the
Church will then be prepared to extend a fitting wel-
come to that body.
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HaMILTON.—This church has called Rev. John
Morton, for ten years minister of the E. U. Church,
Dalkeith, Scotland. Mr. Morton has accepted the
invitation, and begins his labours there with the cur-
rent month (May).

TORONTO.—~COMMITTEE IN RE BOND STREET —
A prehiminary meeting of the committee was held on
Friday afternoon, April 7th, in the vestry of Bond
street church, at which a free conference was held
with a delegation from that church, consisting cf Rev.
Joseph Wild, D.D. (pastor), and Messrs. Edward
Beckett and Thomas Elgar (deacons). This result-
ed in a meeting of the pastors of the Congregatioral
churches of the city and vicinity, with lay members, to-
gether numtering twenty persons, in a parlour of
Shaftesbury Hall, on Monday evening, the 10:h inst.
At my moticn, as convener, Geo. Hague, Esq , of Mon-
treal, was appointed chairman of the meeting, and
Charles Whitlaw, E<q, of Paris, scribe. The commit-
tee held a lengthy conference with the representatives
of the churches present, extending from 8 o’clock until
midnight, characterized in the main by frankness and
courtesy, devotional exercises being interspersed
throughou*. it is to be hoped that some advaace
was made in mutual kindly communication, Nothing
more was attempted.—EDWARD EBBS, Convener.

ST. JOHN, N.B.—The Rev. Irving L, Beman, fomer
ly of Crown Point, New York, having accepted a call
to the church in St. John, commenced his ministry on
the 13t April, Mr. Beman is highly recommended by
officers of the American Home Missionary Society.
Oa Thursday evening, 6.h Apri), the ladies of the
church had a tea social to welcome Mr. and Mrs,
Beman, and to give an opportunity for pastor and
people to become acquainted.

AUSTRALIA,—News comes somewhat slowly to us
from this colony, yet the following items may keep
us mindful of the fact that we have brethren there.
We clip from the Vicioria Independznt -—

The sixieenth annual session of the New South
Wales Congregational Union was held in the last
week of Qciober. The chairman for the year 1881 2
is the Rev, J. T. Warlow Davies, M.A., who delivered
an able address on * The S:ate of the Culony in re.
gard to Religion,” in which he dwelt on the prevalent
hindrances to the progress of Christian truth and life.
Scepticism, secularism, indifference, intemperance,
and larrikinism were all touched upon in wise and
forceful words. The questions—* Is «hristianity
discredited?” “Has the pulpit lcst its power?”
*“ Are the churches to blame for the irreligion which
prevails ? ”—were successively considered in the con-
cluding portion of the address, which closed with the
chairman’s view of the part that Congregationalism
was to play in the Christianization of the land.

The tone of the address was despondent, and the out-
look described as gloomy; but Mr. Davees, in
responding to the vate of thanks accorded to him,
said te had no delight in gloomy wnrds, but had fel:
constrained to utter his conviction, and he would be
glad if his utterances helped to dissipate the gloom,
by dealing with its causes, in our colonial ife In
the course of the session two letters .-er= read from
the secretaries of the Victorian Union, one commend-
ing the Rev. J. H. Mitchell to the New South W.ies
Union, on his settlement at North Shore, Sydney ;
and the other authorizing the Rev. S Bryantto convey
the cordial greeting of the Victorian Union, and to
represent it as a delegate. Mr. Bryant received a
hearty reception in his representative capacity, and
subsequently delivered an address at the Church Ex-
tension meeting. The annual meetings of the College,
Sunday-school Union, and the reports of the Ministers’
Provident Society, New South Wales /ndependent
Committee, etc., evoked much interest. In connection
with the subject of foreign missions, the veteran
missionary, the Rev. A. W. Murray, read an important
paper on the question—*“ Are the Congregational
Churches of Australia doing their duty to the
Heathen ?” which was followed by an interesting dis-
cussion. The session of the Union closed with a very
successful children’s flower service in Pitt street
Church. Oa Saturday, the 1g9th, a similar service took
place in the Garden Palace, under the auspices of the
Congregational Sunday-school Union, in aid of the
Shetland and Orkaey Relief Fund. A chorus of 2,000
children, assisted by the choirs of the city and sub-
urban churches, rendered a service of song, and the
band of H.M.S. Wolverine also performed. The
flowers were collected at the conclusion of the service
and sold, realizing upwards of £50

‘The South Australian Congregational Union held its
half-yearly meeting on Tuesday, October 11, in the
Ciayton Church, Kensington. The chairman, the
Rev. T. Hope, took for the subject of his address,
“The Duties and Responsibilites of a Christian
Congregation,” touching upon attendance at public
worship, church finance, co-operation in church work,
and the necessity of more complete consecration to
God. The Rev. O. Copland opened a conference on
“ The Spiritual Le of our Churches,” with an excel-
lent address, dwelling on the essential elements of
faith and love, and entering a protest against the
general tendency to worldly conformity, especially in
the direction of public amusements. The Rev. F. W.
Cox moved, and the Rev. C. Manthorpe seconded, a
resolution deprecating any change in the present
system of State school education in reference to the
use of the Bible in schools, which was carried by
twenty-two votes against seven. The reporis of the

Executive Committee of the Union, of the Property
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und, and of the & A. [ndependent. all presented
taature, of interest and encouragement.
The (Qieensland Zongregational Union held its

twentieth anpual mee‘ing on Octoher 23, at [pswich.®

[ne chairman, the Rev. E. Gnh-h, delivered an
address, in which he gave an interesung resume of the
twenty years' history of the Congregational Uanien of
the colony, pointing out its manifold servires, defend-
ing 1ts policy, and indicating its passiblities of future
vsefulness.  * From the first,” says the chairman, *‘1t
was our rule not to enter on ground a'ready occupied
by evangelical Christiatns when the localities were
thinly populated, and the occupation of them would
hive been bu: to divide and to weak=n, and thus to
help the adversiury. Congregationalismm has never
been distinguished as fighung for its ‘ism,’ but has
never shrunk trom a sturdy, consistent advocacy of
that P’ otestant hiberty which maintains *that every
one must give account for himself to God.” And true
to this spinit, the Umon has taken its stand and
regulated its actions. Starting with three churches,
we have steadily advanced amidst d ffi ulues, and to-
day we report that regular services a : maintained by
us 1n upwards of forty regular places of worship, be-
sides various preaching stations. A public meeunyg
in advocacy of th~ Church extension schemes of the
Union was held on O tober 25, at which the Revs. E
Moore, of Ruma, and H. Rawhngs, of Ipswich
Reserve, gave interesting accounts of their labsurs in
the country distticts, The Rev. E. Greenwood, of
Ipswich, was admitted a member of the Uaion,

OuIrvARrIES of the late A. Christie, E q., and Mrs.
Learmont are unavoidably crowded out, having come
to hand to» late,

THE CONGRECATIONAL COLLEGE.

THE CLOSING EXERCISES OF THE SESSION—AN
ENCOURAGING REPOQRT.

The Montreal H'itne s gives the following report,
which has been slightly amended : —

The closing convocation of the forty-third session
of the Congregational Cullege of British North
Ame-:ca took place in Emmanue! Church. There
was a large attendance of friends, though a snow-
s'arm was raging. The chair was taken by the Rev.
Dr. S:evenson at eight o'clock. He was assisted by
the Rev. Dr. Wilk s, Principal of the College, and the
Rev. ] L Forster,

The proceedings were opened by singing the hymn,
“ Awake my Soul” and devotiona! exercises, con-
ducted by Rev. Dr, Stevenson.

The Rev. Principal Wiikes then presented his re-
port of the work of the past session. The undergra-
duates had erjoyed exceptionally good health during

the winter, and had been enabled to enter upon their
work unimpeded in any way. At the regular Christ.
mas examinations held by the faculty of M« G il Unr.
versity the students had all acquitted themselves
well, and would undoubiedly do the same in the ex-
aminations which are now going on. He ernlarged
upon the importance of the course in arts given at
McGill for theological students, saying that it could
not be superseded by any amount of strictly theologi-
cal work. Another encouraging feature of the past
session was the excellent spit manifested at the
weekly devotioral meetings. The progress made by
the theolngical class was very favourable, the students
baving met day after day and week after week in
attending a regular course «f lectures. His subjacts
had been Sysiematic Theology, Biblical Introdu -tion,
Homiletics, History of the Canon, and the Decalogue.
This time had been most thoroughly occupied, and,
in fact, they needed more time to overtake the allotted
work. He adverted to the important work of Dr.
S'evenson in conductirg a class in the exegesis of
the Greck new tex', and of Mr, McFadyen as tutor
in Greek Altogether, the theological depirtment
was wonderfully in advance of years gone by, when he
wasg a student, and h.d attained a position of great
«fficiency. With reference to the hbrary, he said it
was a valuatle one, but still needed an increase, which
it bad hitherto been impussible to make 10 any con-
siderable extent owing to the lack of funds. The
Endowment Fund had now wotked up to $22 700.
They needed more men of the right stamp. Fuwe or
six could be at this moment placed instead of two if
they had bern forthcoming.

Rev. Professor Fenwick then nresented his report
of the amount of work done during the sessinn. This
als» was a most satisfactory statement. The exami-
nat:ons were very creditable, and he was happy to say
that, as a body, the students had never run so high in
their work at any previous period in the history of the
institution. He had delivered ninety-nine afternoon
and eighty-one morning lectures during the season,
makiog in all 180. He then read the prize hst, which
was as follows : —

Certificates of graduation : Mr. George Skinner
and Mr. George Roberison, B.A,

Prizes : Anderson prize of $50: Mr. George Robert-
son,

Calvary Church silver medal: Mr. George Robert-
son. .

Anderson prize of $30: Mr. George Fuller, second
year,

Anderson prize of $20: Mr. Alex. Richardson, first
year.

Prize for Hebrew : Mr. W. H. Way.

Ia regard to the prizs list, Professor Fenwick said
that the competition had been an unusually keen one,
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Mr. R bertson had <ecured 1,133 marks cut of a pos-
sible 1 175. Mr. Richardson had carried off the third
Anderson prize in a most creditable manner.

The prizes were then presented to the successful
students by the chairman, Dr. S evenson, who made
a few appropriate remarks in each case. Mes:rs.
Skinner and Robertson were then piesented with
their certificates of graduation and honourahle con-
duct.

Mr. ‘obertson then delivered a valedictory on be-
balf of the graduating class. He described the sen-
sations experienced by a faithful student when called
upon to say farewell to the Alma Mater at whose
hands he has received his education, and the number-
less associations connected with college life. The
occasion which they had all met to celebrate that
evening was one to which he had been anxiou-ly look-
ing forward during the past four years—sometimes
with hopefulness, but very often with somewhat dif-
ferent feelings. The goal had been reached, however,
and he and tis comrade were prepared to enter upon
-heir work—a glorious one, and one that all who en-
gaged in it might be proud of. Oae advantage that
students of 1882 had to be thankful for was that their
lot had been cast in Montreal, where there were so
many hospitable families ready and willing to receive
and encourage the student. The training acquired in
the Arts faculty of McGill Uaiversity was also cf
inestimable value in training and polishing the student.
Many rough spots had been smoothed away; many
peculiarities had been toned down, and many ideas
had been gained, not only by the class work, but
through the intercourse which it affirded them with
young men from all parts of the Dominion. A valu-
able training had also been obtained through attend-
ing the city churches and listening to the eloquent
sermons preached every Sunday by the clergymen of
all denominations. During his College course he bad
witnessed many changes. The college itself had been
removed from the old historic Zion Church, and he
hoped that another move would shortly be made, for
the last time, into a new and permarent resting place.
The first $20,000 endowment had been completed, and
the nucleus of ano:her toward the building of the col-
lege had been begun, He concluded by bidding all
his hearers farewell in appropria‘e terms.

A coilection was then taken up in aid of the College
library, after which Dr, Cornish made a short address.
He said he was happy to be able to congratulate the
prize winners, and espec ally M=ssrs. R :bertson ard
Skinner, upon their success. He would warn them,
however, against thinking that they had finished the r
course, and advised them to devote as much time as
passible to private reading. Hedwelt upon the utility
of the McGill course to theological students, and re-
ferred to the pressing necessity of a College building,
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They had already between $16,000 and $17,000 sub
scribed for this purpose.

The Rev. ] L Forster, of Calvary Church, then
made a few remarks, giving some valuable advice to
the graduates as to thewr futi:re course.

M. George Hague also made a few remarks, after
which the meeting was brought to a close with the
singing of a hymn and the pronouncing of the bene-
diction by the Rev. Dr. Stevenson.

Official. -

CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF ONTARIO
AND QUEBEC.

The annual meeting of this body will be held, ac-
cording to adjournment, in the Congregationa! church
in Brantford, commencing on Wednesday, June ;th,
at 7 30 p.m., when the annual sermnn will be preached,

The Churches connected with the Union are re-
spectfully reminded of the twelfth Standing Rule,
according to which each congregation is expected to
take up a collection on bzhalf of 1ts funds on or before
the first Sabbath of June,and forward it to the Secre-
tary-Treasurer, at the annual meeting in Branttord,
These collections will, it is hoped, be liberal, as the
travelliing expenses will bs unusually heivy, and there
are some lurge outstanding bills for printing waich
must be met before the fares of members and dele-
gates can be paid. (S=e amended Standing Rule, page
o1, Year Book for 1881-2)

Arrangements are being made with several of the
raillway companies for reduced fares, which will prc-
bably bs the same as in previous years, viz., a fare
and a third for the double journey, on presenting a
certificate of intention to be present, signed by my-
self, on purchasing ticket. The Richelieu and Oatario
N wigation Company will, no doubt, make the usual
reductions. Particulars will be given alterwards.
When sending for certificates, please say by what
lines you intend to travel.

Breihren appointed to prepare papers to be read at
the Union will please make note of the fact, and
g 'vern themselves acrordingly. (See page 89, Cong.
Year Book for 1885-2)

The Committee of the Union will meeti~ the vestry
of the church on Wednesday moruning, June 7th, at
11 o'clock. JOHN WooD,

Sec'y Cong Union Ontario and Quebec.

O:tawa, April 1g°h. 1882,

The Committee of the Brantford Church in making
provision for accommodation durirg the Union meet-
ings, request that not later than 15 h May the names
of all delegates expecting to be in artendance be sent
to Mr. Geo. A. Adams, Secretary, Box 17. Brantford,
O ir friends will greatly aid the committee in their
duties by paying prompt attention to this notice.
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"E‘ékiterary ﬁlotices. pleted in June n_md July. Those who have had access
- to the manuscript and advanoe sheets of the work de
scribe it as being as characteristic of the author as the
famous ‘* Reminiscences ” which & year ago made
such o sensation in literary circles.

A Frurrrur Lire: The Biography of the late Ste-
phen Paxson, inissionary of the Aerican Sunday-
Schood Uniw. 12mo, eloth, 220pp., with portraits
and illustrations. Price 81.25. The American Sunday-| LiTtrLu's Livise Aee of April 8 contains: Sir
Sehool Union, 1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphin.— | Charles Lyell, Quarterly ; Miss Ferrier's Yellowslone
‘I'his i« a pleasing and loving memoir by a daughter of 3 Geysers, Ninetecnth Century ; Jane Austin, Temple
one who was in manhood = n by the chaste conversa- | Bar ; On the Whale Fishery of the Basque Proviuces
tion of a Christian wife, and led by & little child, o ; of Spain, and :.merican Ants, Nature,; A Famoua
tind in life a reality and a wmission.  With indomita- ‘ Quaker School, All the Year Round; and the usual
e will and n sturdy coustitution, defective speech, | amount ~f poetry. A new volume begins with this
~canty educational ndvantages wera no hindrances , number. For fifty-two numbers of sixty-four large
when the acul was fired with a loftyideal. Tur forty pages each (or more than 3,300 pages a year), the
venra Stephen Paxson labouved in the Mississippi subscription price (®3) i3 low ; while for $10.50 the
Valley, planting Sunday scuools in the wilderness ' publishers offer to seud any one of the American $4
and confirining the schools already established. %monthh’es or weeklies with The Living Age for a
The folicwing aneed te illustrates his untiring cnergy. "year, both postpaid. Litteli & Co., Boaton, are the
In a log school Bouse in Missourt. after speaking on publishers.
behalf of a Sabbath schuol, 2 man from the audience©  JuuiLEeE oF THE CONGREGATIONAL UNioN oF ENG-
arose. requesting permission to speak. 'This was his raxp anp Warks. (Hodder & Stoughton, London.)—
speech, as e pointed to Mr. Passon:—* I've sreenthat This goodly volume of 450 pajes, closely printed, has
chap before. I used to live in Ilinvis, and that man "landed us again on the platform of the Free Trade
enme there to start a school. I told my wife when Hall in Munohester, amid fathers and brethren aud
Sundey schools eame round game got scarce, and friends in enthusiastic joyous company, and in the
that I would not go t» his school or let my folks go. 'quiet Christian home at Heaton Mersey, where all
A railroad coming aleng, I sold out and moved tojumg kindness and attention could do was with true
Pike county. I hadn’t Peen there more than six Euglish hospitality done to make our Manchester
months before that same chap eante tostart & Sunday . visit among the must pleasing memories of a lifetime
seliool. I maid to wmy wife, “ That Sundny schiool " go sure]y hun-ying on. The bUSy cit,y’ the crywded
tellow 1s about ; I guess we'll move on.” I came to' hall, the stirring speeches, the chairman’s stately mien
Missouri. Missoun isafine State, same plenty, and no and the secretary’s busy but sver kln(ny face ere all
Sunday school.  Day before yesterday I heard there " before us as we write, with the hedgerows and ruial
was to be a Sundex schoul lecture here by some aweetness of the suburb where a fow minutes whirl
stranger.  Says [ to my wife, *“I wonder is it that in the railway carriage brought back a sense of hore.
Hliuoisian?" I came myself to see, and, neighbours, ' But this is not the book. The Committee of the Eng-
It'sthevery someckap! ™ Themanputhishand inhis lish Union (we would quietly ask, Is Dr. Hannay the
pocket, took vut a dollar, laid it down, and continued: ' committee :n the editing of this work? We heard
“That'll help buy a htrary—for, neighbours, if I.him called Dictator,) have acted wisely in giviog per-
~hould move to Oregon or Californis, 1'd expeot te see manent furm to the proceedings of the Jubilee gather-
that chap there inless than a year. I'mitreed.” The ing; the addresse for the most part deserve te Le
purrative is well written, full of interest, stimulating ! pres(,rved‘ and are worthy of being studied. ‘1be cir-
1 the best degree. We commend it to all Sunday ! culation of this book among our Canadian Churches
schools aud homes. 1t is not a religious novel, but a ' would do much towards educating in sterling Congre-
~imple story, nct only of a fruitful but of an heroic: gational principles and imbuing with an enthusiastic
life, as itensely interesting as any record of battle, "spirit. It gives at length the principal papers, includ-
and far mere fitted to inculcate Christian endurance. ?’mg Dr. Allon's address, and Mr. Baldwin Brown's

A sTRIKING portrait of James Rusecll Lowell is the | ingpiriting sermon, Dr. Dale’s noble speech on the
frontispiece of The Contury Magazine for May, which ; fifty yearereprcsented at the Jubilee, and Mr. Griffith
also coniains 8 masterly study, by Edmund Clarence  John's unexcelled appeal on behalf ot missions. 1t
Stedman, of the hfe and writings of the author of | oughtto be laid down here for about ninety ce..ts, and
The Biglow Papers.” The same number of the|ws should be glad to facilitate orders for what ought
magrzine will offer also a recertly written poem by !to be a household memento of our sympatay with
Mr. Lowell, entitled * Estrangement.” Carlyle's i our vrethren in the old land.
posthumcus work, *‘ Reminiscences of my Irish Jeur-! Jomn's Apocarypse, by H. Browne, M.A., M.D.
pey,” will be beguu in the May Century. and com- ! {Tubbs, Brook & Chrystal, Manchester.)—This work is
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the realization of a lifelong endeavour to interpret,

¥Fnternational Tessons
spiritually this wondrous book. They who have the
pleasure of knowing the author as a perzonal friend, as  May 14,

Mark 8
the editor has, can but feel drawn to the spirit of the | 1882 } THE LEAVEN OF THE P"AMSEES- 121,

book, whatever opinion may be eutertained as to the ! GoLpEN Texr.—'*Beware ye of the leaven of
interpretations given. To us the most suggestive ! the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.”--Luke 12: 1.
part of the work is the Lionest endeavour at a liteml; TiME.—Not longafter the last lesson ; probably in the
teanslation, irrespeotive of seeming uncouthness. We | summer of A-’ D. 29. )

say suguestive, for the sentences enter and provoke! PLACE.—Vers. 1-9. The scene of the last m‘f““;- B?me
thought. Take as an example the familiar twentisth | P21t of Decapolis. Vers. 10-13. Dalmanutha, a small place

verse of the third chapter, ** Behold I—am—standing
at the door and am—knocking, if—so—be anyone
shall—have—heard My voice and shall—have—open-
ed the door, I—will also—come—in towards him and
will sup—along-—with Lim and he along—with Me."”
To Dr. Browne every word bears a spiritual message
and practical to the churches and to men, and a mine
of spiritual truth (though often, according to our view,
not logically to be found in the verses commented on)
rewards the prayerful reader of the work.

Tae HeamiLutic Monracy for Aprl (Fank & Wag-
nalls, New York) is with us again.  We note its chief
contents: Sermonic:—'‘8in and its Reproof,” by
Josoph T. Duryea, D.D.; ¢ Difficulties of the Preach-
er,” by R:v. Henry Ward Beecher ; ** No Waste in

Love,” by Joseph Parker, D.D. ; « Salvation and its!

Adjuncts,” by William Booth, D.D. ; An Anniversary
Service: ‘ Gratitude and Hopefulness,” by T. De
Witt Talmage, D.D. Then we have the following
papers: “Light on Important Texts,”” by Howard
Crosby, D.D. ; * Preaching to Children,” by Rev. W.
F. Crafts; *‘ Indexing a Clergyman's Library,” by J.
Stamford Holme, D.D.; “ Lectures to My Students,’
by Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon. The magazine is full
of interest and instruction to clergymen and other
students of Scripture. Price $2.50 per year; single
number, 25 cents.

Jor's CoMrorTERS, by Jeseph Parker, D.D., is a

publication in pamphlet form of an article we noticcd
Iast month in the Homiletic Monthly, in which
Huxley thie Molecalite. John Stuart the Millite, and
Tyndall the Sadducee, attempt te comfort Job. It
is published at ten cents, and is a capital satire, as the
following note from Prof. Tyndall Luwmself tostifies:
“About six months ago I was staying with some

friends at Heathfield Park, when * Job and His Com-
forters' reached my hands. Despite the serious
ground-tone of the little book, I could not help join-
ing my friends in their outbursts of laughter over its
dramuatic drollery.”

BEWARE OF THE SNAKE.

You have heard of * the snake 1n the grass,’’ ray boy, -

Of the terrible snake in the grass ;
But now you must know
Man's deadlisst foe
Is 8 snake of a different class.
Alas!
'Tis the venomous snake in the sriss.

Inol shown on most maps, near Magdala. Vers. 14 21, On
. the lake, during the return voyage to the eastern side.
i ParALLEL.—Matt. 15:32; 16: 12.

|
i Notes and Comments —Vers, 1-9. The incidents

j are in the main so like those recorded in Lesson III. of this
i quarter ‘for which see last INDEPENDENT), that no length-
! ened notes are needed, only on a few points of difference.
. Jesus was in another part of the country. He was a stranger,
i doubtless, to the bulk of those gathered together, some of
: whom, attracted by rumour, came from far. Here there
; was no chance of thei: procuring food in the towns and vil-
i lages—they were too far away. The first miracle was pet-
| formed at the close of the first day—here they had been
i three days with Jesus, The disciples had before them the
! remembrance of the first feeding of the multitude, but pos-
;sibly they thought that He might not wish to repeat the
- miracle, and they evidently feared to ask Him.  Althoagh
' the disciples took up fewer basketsfull of fragments thau
| when the greater numbe: were fed, yet they were a different

"kind of basket—larger, made of rope, such zs that in which
 Paul was lowered from the walls of Damascus.

i Ver. 10. “Dalmanutha,” coasts of Magdala. Mati.
"15: 30.
Ver. 11, “‘ Pharisees.” The Sadducees were with thetn.

{ Matt, 16: 1, hatred of Jesus the only bond between thes:
!factions ; ‘‘began:” ‘after some respite. ‘‘Sign from
. heaven :” had He not given them many on earth? They
! had more than once before made the same demand. Matt.
112: 38; John 2: 18, But would they have believed ? Luke
“16: 31.  This was bke the wilderpess temptation, **If thou
be the Son of God.”
t Ver. 12. ‘‘Sighed deeply:” when Jesus healed the deaf
, man in the previous chapter, he sighed, here deeply, so we
may suppose that sin grieved Hirx more than even suffering.
See Ps. 119: 53, 136. ** No sign be given ;” Matt. adds:
{16 : 4) **bul the sign of the piophet Jonas,” alluding to his
. resurrection ; and so it was that mu'titudes wers converted
through that and the outpouring of the Spirit which fo!-
lowed.
Ver. 13. *‘ Left them :” 7.c., the Pharisees. Chiist never
i left the people that way ; a strong expression,implying moie
than a going away—it was a giving up. Hosea 4: 17.
- “ Other side :” eastern, and landing, went on tc Cwsarea
Phulippi.
Ver. 14. ** Had forgotten ." doubtless in the excilement

of their leaving ; *‘ cre loaf ;" such loaves were not suffizien®
“for a meal for even one man.
. Vers 13 16. Jesus was hinking of one thing, the disc.-
ples of another, <o they interpreted His words by their
thoughts. *‘ Beware cf the leaven—Pharisees :"" formal re-
‘ligien ; ** Sadducees:” (so Matthew) scepticism ; “ Herod
worldiiness ; to all these things they were exposed, and of
them they were beware. And the poor disciples
- thought that He wo: allading to their lack of bread, that
. they might have to buy, and it might be .nade with wrong
; leaven !
| Vers. 17,18, jesus rebukes them strongly, yet tenderly,
for their want of understanding, and their want of faith.

.
e
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Maltt. 16 : 8, so ver. 21 : there are no less than nine questions

1-ut by the Saviour 1o the disciples, to show them hew fool-
r-h and «iniul their thoughts ; ** heart yet hardened :”’ and
that attects <ight, hearing, and memory.

Vers. 19-21.  Inthis conversation we see how the Master
led His disciples on to see and feel the truth.  He did not tell
them what he meant, but suggested the train of thought by
winch hnally they came to understand, to feel that tle was
<peaking of another leaven, and that while with Him they
could never want,  Matt. says (16 : 12) “then understond
thiey :' the light broke 1nto their dull minds.  If in nothing
«lse, we have in the dulness of the Apostles to understand
~pirituzl things, plenty of their successors to-day.

HINI> O TEACHERS.

Dangers. —T'hinking that because you have had a simi-
lar nuracle previously, there is nothing to teach. It%s
surptising to hear teachers say that they can’t find any'hing

in the lessons—tbat they don’t know what to ieach, when;
Even if in this l2sson you |

every portion 1s so rich aad fall.

pss entirely over the feeding of the multitude, there is;

} enty to il your hour fuil to oveifl ywing—only :tudy.
WHAT AND HOW TO TEACH,

Topical Analysis.—(1) The feeding of the four thou-
~nd tvers. 1-9). {2) A sign from heaven asked ard
refused (10-13). (31 A charge, a muisunderstarding, and a
rebuke (13-21.)

Or the sire topic we may take a d.flerent line of thought

and teaching to that suggested 1n the former similar miracle.
You may show how the miracle had its bisth in the compus-
siom of Jesus, its mantfestation in His poeer.  Carry on’ the
t:uughts of your schelars to the teaching that this miracl:
was crly an epiteme, sa to speak, of the miracie of daily
ife ; that the bread we eat is, in its quickeming and growth,
as true a token of the power and care of God as the sudden
mulupliicarion of the loavesand fishes, that evely tield wav-
10g with golden corn is as teal a miracle as this ; that as
Christ taught by His exzample to acknowledge the Source and
Giver ol focd, we should ever remember the truth, and imi-
tate His example, Funher, that we need never fear to ask
1or fresh mercies; His store is bouncless, His ability is all-
powerful, while His compassion and love are like Himself—
eternal.

On the second topic you may show how unbelief hardens ;
that notwithstanding the many miracles Christ had wrought
~corvincing proof of His nussion to all open to conviction—
**ese Pharisees blasphem-usly wanted a sign of their own
Cilocsing 5 1rey wewid diciate what Gud should do.  Shov-
that there was given then, and to-day, all things necessary
fur <alvaticn—proofs s full and complete that those who will
not briteve with these, would not if ¢ne rose from the dead.
Show how urbehef grieved the Saviour, sighing here and
weeping el-ewhere, and that as it was possible to grieve
Him in the days of His flesh, it 1s possible to grieve Him
row through His Hely Spirn.—Eph. 4 : 30.

On the s4:0d topic teach how slow to understand spiritaal
i apysisthe natural man  Thes~ disaiples, before the giving
ke Holy Sproat,were dull of heart, blundering constantly,
misunderstanding their Master, forgetful of the teachings of
His macles.  SoYkeanise (u-day, those whose minds are
n)t enightened from on high cannot understand the things
of God, Pray for teaching and iight. In the words of
Christ, let us learn and teach to beware of the three great
f-es of faith—worldhiness, tcepticiem, and formahiy.  To ali
these our scholars sre exposed.

Incidental Lessons.—That cur daly life is a daily
miracle of power and ot love,

That this was an unasked-for miracle,
recetve blessings uncought,

so we coastantly
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That Christ can supply all our needs.  He *“is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.”
—Eph. 3: 20.

. The fragmeats, the superabundance of blessing, a testi-
i mony aganst distrust and unbelief.

That the natural man understandeth not the things of

God.

Main Lessons.—That He who fed the multitude cares
' for and compassionates us.—Matt. 6: 25, 26 Phil, 4: 6;
Pt 5:7,

' That the teachings of the Bible contain all things neces-
fsa'y for salvation, and th:se testify of Christ; he who will
Inot receive these would not believe a sign from heaven.
;]ohn 5:39; Luke 16 : 29-31; 2 Tim. 3: 16.

Ewil is like leaven, spreading and corrupting heart and

llife alike. Beware of st.—1 Cor. 5:6,7; 15:33; 2 Tim.

gz : 1618,

Mayar.y  SEEING AND GONFESSING {Mark 5
1882. ) 22-33.

CHRIST.

GoLvEN TEXT.—*‘ Thou art the Christ, the Son
of the living God."—Matt. 16: 16.

; TIME.—In the summer of A. D. 29. following the last
. lesson at a short interval,
. PrLACE.—Vers. 22-26 : tuok place in Bethsaila Julias, at
the north-east end of the Sea of Galilee ; the place which some
writers suppose was the only Bathsaida. Vers. 27-33: on
the way from there ty» Cwstrea Philippi, ahout twenty-five
miles north, and not far from the Hermon range.
PARALIEL.—Vers. 22-26; not recorded by the other
. Evangelists : with vers. 27-33; Matt. 16: 13-23; Lukeg:
18-22.
¢ Notes and Comments.—Ver. 22. ‘‘Bethsaida:”
: Tulias, so named by the tetrarch Philip, in honour of the
! daughter of Augustus. ‘A blind man :" evidently not born
i blind, as he knew forms.—Ver. 24. *‘7T'o touch : ' this was
| generally the idea the people had, He must touch.
i Ver.23. *‘ Took—by the hand—led —out of tha town :”
l:actions brautiful asd suggestive; gentle, condescending,
;and doubtless fiited for the new revzlation to come to the
~man ; likely it was the test 2 1 discipline of his faith.
‘% Spit 03 his eyes:” to the deaf an Jesus spoke by his
“sense of sight, to this man by touch. Sce similar miracle

in John 9. Christ evidently did oot wish the miracle made

i
|
i

‘known in Bethsaida—see ver. 26. *‘Saw ought :” aught.
anything.
© Ver. 24. “‘Isee men:" REv. * for ] behold them as

trees walking :” that is, the figures were undefined, indis-
unct ; it appears by the next verse the miracle was pot yet
; complete.

Ver. 25. Now the miracle is perfect, ‘‘put his hands
,again :" the only instanc: of a gradual cure. Bring out the
! various methods of Christ’s healing. **Saw every man:”
i REv. ‘“all things.”

. Ver. 26. The healed man did not belong to Betheaida;
“he was (> go to his house, yet not into the town, neither to
. tell it (the miracle) to anyone in the town. Last clause

omitted in REV. Note, however, that Carist does not for-
: bid his telling it at home.

Vers. 27,28, Read this following narrative in the par-
“allel passages, and you will see how, in this, the points

most to the honour of Peter are kept back, one of the many
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similar facts pointing to his share in the authorship of this
Gospel.  *¢Cre.area Philippi :" then newly built, not else-
where named except in parallel.  ** Whom do men say that
I (Matt. ‘the Son of man') am?” What is the general
efect upon people of my mi-acles and teaching? *¢ ohp
the Baptist i so had thought Herod and others. ¢ Elias:”
evidently suggested by Malachi 4: §; 5o chap.6:15. “QOne
of the prophets:” in Matt. *Jeremias,” in ancient He-
brew Bibles Jeremiah was p'aced before Tsaiah.

Ver. 29. **Whom say ye.” thaz the important point.
The critical moment, the crucial test of confession has come.
The answer is not delayed—Pcter, first, foremost, fervent,
becomes the mouth of the twelve, and utters the glorious
truth, no: I, or we, think, or hope, but * Thou art:” what?.
“The Chiist, the Messiah, the anointed of God, and more ;
than that, taking Matthew’s version, ‘‘the Son of the living !
God :” Divine. It was a revelation to Peter. Matt. 16:17. 1

Ver, 30. *‘Tell no man:" why? |
stience and patience ; the disciples themselves, as appears .
immediately, were not prepared to face the full force of their '
confession ; they had much to learn yet; and because the!
p-ople would not give up theircarnal idea of a worldly, con- |
quering Messiah.

Ver. 31. ‘“Must suffer:” Jesus had given intimations
before.  Matt. 10: 38; John 2:4; 7 : 6. Now he makes
a Jdistinct announcement of his coming suflerings, and of the
< 1pe they wou'd tak:. **Elders:"” Sanhedrim; * chief|
} 1ests 2 the heads of the twenty-four classes into which the |
poesthood was divided. * Rise again:"” plain as this state- .
m2nt was, as plain as of his death, the disciples did not ;
understand or receive it.

Vers. 32. 33- Peter, somewhat elated by what Christ

had previously said .o him, proceeded 10 ¢ rebuke Him,"”

call Him to account, find fault with Him ; he wanted to show
himself wiser than the Master, and in this he has plenty of
in.itators ; many tc-day object to the Cross of Christ. Bat
the rehuker was rebuked ; ¢ Get—behind—Satan :"* adver-
sary. Not the personal incarnativn of evil, he was doing the
d-vil's work though; ‘'thou savourest not:” REV.
“*mindest not :” su Rum. 12: 16, same word, ‘' mind not
high things :” and so elsewhere. *‘* God—men " God's
1dza was a saffering Savisur ; man’s, a conquering Messiah.
Peter had this.
HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Dangers.—'While we always urge that the parallel pas-
siges be read, and any light they throw upin the narrative
le utilized, theve is occasionally matter in these oth.. ac-
counts which it may be just as well 10 omit in teaching. It
15 0 here.  In Matthew's version of the confession of Peter,
there is includei that passage round which controversy has
raged for centuries : *‘ Thou art Peter, and upon this rock
sall I build my Church,” ete,  While there is no reasonable

Joubt as to the true meaning of the pa:sage, and that Ro-:

wani-t claims built upon it are on a foundation of sand, it

would not be wise to introduce such a controversial subject. !
If, however, it is iniroduced, as it may be in elder classes, .
<o not he alraia to face it with an assurance of its spiritual,

and not ecclesiastical meaning.

WHAT AND HOW TC TEACH.

Topical Analysis.—(i) The healing oi the blind

man, vers. 22-20.

' {2) About Christ. The opinions of the
people.

Tae confession of the disciples.—Vers. 27-30.

(3} Foreshadowings of His death and resurrection.—Vers,

31-33.

PREFATORY.—Note should be taken by the teacher of the

c rcumstances ieading up to each lesson, of the place, sur-

r-undings, influences at work, and other things upon which:

This was a fime for!g

‘lmd ever permitted to be spoken bef re; but now they were

alone, with none to carry away and distort, and it was draw-
ing near to the time of the end,when the faith of the disci-
ples would need all the strength that it could gather for the
tremenduus strain that the death of their Master would put
upon it. They must understand—more, must confess—thar
He was indeed the Ci. .st, then e could prepare them for
what was to follow.

Oa the firse topic bring out the details of the healing of
the blind man, all of which are instructive. Whether the
1aan had himself fai'h in Jesus, is not very clear; it was his
friends who brought him to the Healer, and it was they who
* hesought Him to touch him.”” The mode of healing may
have had something to do with the state of the man's faith.
The cur: was gradual, possibly bzcause the growth of faith
was gradual. This has :ts counterpart in the spiritualenlight-
ening of the dark understanding; it is often gradual, men
row up into tiuth and light and understanding. Teach
here that fesus has many modes of healing the souls of
men, and that we must not doubt that it is His working be-
cause it differs from our own experience, or what we have
seeii in otheis.

On the second topic impress the truth that this question,
which appears elsewhere 1n another form, *¢What think
ye of Christ :"” Matt. 22 : 42, is the most solemn and impcr-
tant which maa is calied upon to answer ; one upon which
the most tremendnus results hang, and one which every one
who hears of Jewus must answer. Show that the diversity
of opinions there represents the unbelies of to-day. den
for various 1easons—pride, hatred, superstition, worldliness
—refused to acknowledge the Christ, the Saviour then,
!they do so still. But press the point that it is the YE that
;isall-important—not what others say or think, but * whom
say ye? ’ and upon the right answer to this question, and the
i right acting upon it. the immortal futere depends. Christis
{ with us now, His claims are before us; press your scholars
"t answer to their conscience and God, and pray that God
i may help them to the faith of Peter, and enzble them to re-
i Ply, **Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God !”

i On the third tpic show how loving'y the Master was pre-
i paring His disciples for the great trial that was to come upop
|them. He had before given obscure intimations of His
: death to a wider circle of His hearers, now to the disciples
' He speaks p'ainly. It wasa hard and an unwelcome lesson
i for them to learn, and speaking through Peter they remon-
'strated with Jesus for His words. Carnal yet, how slowly
i they came to see and know the truths of the spirituality of
! Christ’s kingdom. Teach here, that so necessary a part ip
the work of the Saviour is the Crouss, that he who would
i take it away is an adversary both of Christ and man.

. _Incidental Xessons.—On the frs topic.—That
" Chiist can heal and save in many ways. He can give sight
i to the spiritually blind.

On the serond topic.—That Christ is the one all-import-
; ant subject of man’s thoughts.

That a mistake in our thoughts of Christ may be fatal.
A question that every man must answer {ver, 29).

;  This fust confession of Christ the foundation of the king-
; dom of heaven.

i On the t4ird topic.——The Lord times Ilis teaching to the
{ needs of His servants (ver. 31).

That carnal ideac of Christ are ever opposed to the pur-
: poses and plans of God.

+ That 3!! so opposing are the servants of Satan.

After sufferings, after death, the resurrection.

Main Lessons.—We should be ready to confess Christ.
i —Matt. 10: 32; John 6: 68, 69; Rom. 10: 9.

The Cross of Christ—the purpose of God—a stumbling

much of its speciality may rest.  Here we have a plainer ; block fo man.—Isaiah §3: 8; Acts2:23:1 Cor 1 : 18,
veclaratior of His Messiahship asked for by Christ than He 1 22 23. :
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maanl FOLLOWING CHRIST,  { Maks:

Gornpgn TEXT.—'' Whosoever will come after
Mo, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross and follow Me."~.Ver 34

TiME. —Soon after the last lesson.

Prace.—Casarea Philippi.

PARALLEL.—Matt. 16 :24-28 : Luke g : 23-27.

Notes and Comments.—\er. 34. This verse gives
a striking idea of the popularity of Jesus; in this distant
place there was a *“multitude ” (Rev. reading} following
Him ; ** disciples alsc ." they, too, must receive the teach-
ing; the law of seif-Jenial and suffering. * Come afier
me ;" Ile will have them understand what it meant, aud in-
volies “*cross ;" as He had foreshadowed that He must do.
The person to be crucified bore his own cross. ** Folow
me . a glorious procession—the Master with His cross
leading, the servants, each wirh his special cross following,
their faces towards the true kirgdom.

Ver. 25, A paradox, and yet how true, ‘“lose ;" “‘save:”

Lf 1 value this present life so highly as to racrifice for it my
setvice to God and Chniat, I lose the eternal hife which the

Father giveth to His children. Note that the emphasisison

the **will save - de'ermmned at all h-zirds,  ** Will lose "
here **shall ™ would be the more correct word, as it stands
for the simple future.

Vers. 36, 37, ** What shall it profit 2"’ If he should gain
the whole wotld, this would not pay him for the loss of hs
soul—Mfe eternal. For “soul ’in both these verses REV. reads
““hfe.” The word has the double meaning, ‘‘life” and
“soul ;" bat here **hife” in the higher sense is meant, not
the * soul” asdistinguished from the body. The commonly
understood trutk is not suggested here. * What—give—
exchange ;"' the ransem-price, nothing. Of all miserable
mistakes, the most miserable.

Ver. 38 Whosoever—ashamed :” this primarily for
the Jews, who lhoked for a Messiah of pomp and power; for
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Saviour. What was needed then is needed now. In what-
ever shape it may come, there must be an entire giving up
of self to the will of the Master  Show the right of Christ tc
be followed ; that He is the Captain of our salvation ; the
Leader greater than Moses to guide us across the wilderness
to the Canaan beyond. He claims the right. Again am‘l‘
again we have Him giving the command, ** Follow Me,
*Take My yoke upon you,” and such utterances. Thenhe
who ““will" follsw Christ, must understand that it mcans(l)
Self-denial,—The follower must *“deny himself.” Pcint
out the true meaning of this. Some would teach that 1t
involves a renouncing of faith in self for salvation-—-a great
| truth, but not the truth of the verse. He must be content
| to follow ; must crucify his pride and independence ; rejoice
i to be even a servant of Christ; must aeny the desires that
! would lead him away from the right path ; must be content
“to take suffering, privation, poverty, loss of fnenc!s, scoffing,
contempt —yea, death itself if it should come in the way
tof duty. (2) Cross teaving.—The symhol of all this is
i taking up the cross ; just as the Master did—at the cost of
“1he most ainful death, if need be. Show your class that
:as the g cater includes the less, so we must be prepared to
‘make sacrifices, to deny ourselves the litile things that
“would keep us from obeying and following jesus ; and this
'is to be done, as Luke adds, ‘‘daily.” Learn, practise,
‘ teach this all-important lesson.

Ou the sccond topic show that the motives stretch away
tinto etermty. They have reference to life, to pro(ﬁl. to
"honour : eternal Life, eternal profit, eternal honour. Teach
"that he who follows Christ follows Him who alone can g.ve
life-—the life that is worth living—eternal life. All sacrifice
i for Christ's sake has connected with it the highest of bless-
iings {see Matt. 5: 11, 12; Luke 18: 29, 30). Thereis life;
“for although a man may in the earthly sense lose it for
i Christ’s and His Gospel's sake, yet in the truer--the heavenly
i sense—he shall save it. It is prof?; not the profit of thar
i which moth and rust doth corrupt and thieves steal, but
| profit eternal. It is Aonour ; forit is to share in the glory of
{ Christ (Matt. 19 : 28 ; to be owned by Him, honoured by
i His Father, and be where He is. (John 12: 26.)

; Every teacher should endeavour to simplify these truth:,

us aiso, if for any reason we are ‘‘ashamed of Jesus.” | if needed, and so far as needed, to the capacity of his class.
*‘Aduiterous—unfu! ;' heart estranged from God. lIsa. 54 : | The wise teacher will know his class, and just how to pre-
33 Jer. 31: 32, Of him, etc.:”" the one is the natural out- | sent truth to them. Show that the youngest have to follow
come o! the other ; he who is achamed of his Saviour acts | Jesus; that in their lives m1y come occasions of self-deniz’,
shamefully to Him and invites shame and *‘everlasting con- | small, perhaps, as looked at by their elders, but grea:
tempt ;" Dan. 12. 2. “*When He cometh in theglory of i to them ; that they must be willing to do this for the
His Father -7 50 the glory of the Son wili be the same as | Saviour’s sake, and that ail the blessings He promised will
the gloy of the Father.  **I{oly angels :"* spectators of the ' be theirs.

shame. Ob, mad and miserable man.—See 2 Thess. 1: '
7-10;2Co0r.5:10;9: 1. The break by beginning a new |
chapter is svoided in the REV; it is a'l in one paragraph.
** Taste death " figure of a latter cup, lit. shall not die ; 1t ;

Incidental Lessons.—That the following of Jesus
means seif-denial.
That Christ-serving brings cross-bearing.

was a famihar Jewish metaphor.
9. So that what foliows was to happen in the natural Iife-
ume of some present.
earth.

Acts1: 872" 3 4. and some lived to see the triumpbs of

the Gaspel in Asia. Rome, Greece, and a large pait of the !

then known world.
HINTS TO TEACHERS.

What and How to Teach —Topical analysis: The
cential thought is following Christ as the title, and we have
(1) The essentials of foliowing Christ {ver. 34); (2) The
motives to following Chnist (35 q: 1),

The szt topic, although it rests upon cne verse, is very
fuil of thought, and demands careful and earnest teaching ;-

and in teaching we must give prowinence to the truth that
the-e essentials are just the same to-day ac<in the daysof the

SeeJohn 8 :52; Heb. 2 1!

¢ Kingdom of Gud :" His cause on -
“ With power " it might appear feebie then ; these |
were the days of humihaticen ; but puwer came at Pentecost, |

The cross of Christ—what He did for us—our cross.
What we are ready to do for Him. *

i That the path of exaltation runs through humiliation.

The Christian course : through deleat to victory; t' e

, crose to the crown ; death to life; shame to glory.

That life-saving may te soal losing.

*What shall it profit 27 Another all-important question.

That the loss of the soul can never be repaired.

That we should not be ashamed of Jesus,

That shame brings shame—we of Jesus, He of us, in the
day of His glorious manifestation.

Main Lessons. —O0n followcing Fesus.—(1) That it may
pring loss and suffering 1n this life, John §: 18.21; Phil.
1:29; 2 Tim, 3:12; 1 Pet. g: 12, (2) But it will bri~g
‘ glory in the immortal life, Matt.25: 34-46; Rom. 8 : 17-
‘19; 2Cor, 4:17; 2 Tim, 4:8; Rev. 7:9, 13-17.



THE CANADIAN

Jine 4,

we+et  THE TRANSFIGURATION. |

GOLDEN TEXT.—And lo a voice from heaven,

Mark g.
2-13.

saying, This is mmy beloved Son, in whom I

am well pleased.”—Matt. 3:17.
TivME.—A week after last lesson.
Pracr,—Unknown.

many difficulties in the way ol accepting the latter which do:
Hermon isnotth of C.esarea Philippi,

n>t affect the former.

Tabor is about five or :ix miles east of Nazureth; by the!

o:dinary route they are probably sixty-five miles apart.
PaARALLEL.—Matt. 17: 1-13 ; Luke 9 : 28-36.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 2.
Matt.

““Six days:" so
Luke says, *‘about ar eight days:” counting the

fractions of the two days at the beginring and end of the’
¢ Peter,” clc. : the select three on other occasions |

period. t ee 0 ;
(chap. 14: 33; §: 37); * high mountain :” s:e on ““place ”
above, ' By themselves:” what for?  Luke tells us ““ to
pray” (9 : 28} This as weli as the fact that the disciples

64

were heavy with sleep, and that they did not comne down from :
the mountain until the next day, points to the scene having !
‘“ Transtigured :"’ changed, trans- .

taken piace in the night.

formed. ‘‘ Before them:” these were witnesses of the
miracle,
Ver. 3. ““Garments :” Matt. and Luke speak first of the

change 1n His countenance, Mark dwells on the garments,
tne inaer glory burst through the eartily covering. ' White
as snow-—no fuller:” indicating the supernatural charac-
t2r of the event. In ancient times but few coloured gar-

ments were worn, and the fuller’s business was to make the :
Persons of high rank were often

white clcan and bright.
distinguished by the brightness of theic white garments.
Ver. 4.

the Prophets. Both were forerunners of Christ; each had

fasted {orty days ; one never tasted death, the other died :

alone with God, and was buried by Him. * Talked:”

about ‘‘His decease:”” Luke 9: 31; His exodus—going -

torth—the one, great central thoughbt of the universe.

Vers. 5, 6. * Peter:” impalsive as usual ; ““iv is good :”
50 it was.
verse, how good ! it was Heaven ante.dated,and so was but
for aseason. There was something better, however, as Peter
hid to learn.  “ Tabernacles:” tents or booths. “ Wist
not :”’ knew not ; he was overcome with what he saw, and
spoke he knew not what. ** Sure afraid :” the whole scene
might well produce the deepest awe.

Ver. 7. ““Achud:’ Matt, (17:5) *‘a bright cloud:”
how different to the cloud on Sinai, Ex. 19 : 16-18, just the
difference between the two dispensations. A cloud wus,
through the O. T. dispensation, a symbol of the presence of
(zod.  ‘‘Overshadowed them:” i, Christ, Moses, and
Elias, ‘A veice.”
rrue Shekinah.,  S:e Matt, 3: 17 ; John 12 : 38, the Divine
tsstimony to Jesus. *“ Beloved Son:” a confirmation of
Peter’s confession.  * Hear hini ;" the sum of th: Law and
th: Prophets.  Hearing Christ includes obeying Him,

Ver. 8. And now the visitanis disappear, they have
b2en lost in the cloud, their office is past, and ¢‘ Jesus only”
re nains. Some details found in Matthew are omitted here.
* fesus only :” Heaven up>n earth, and the joy of the
heaven beyond.

Ver. 9. * Charged them :" why ? Trench says *‘ The mys-
tecy of Christ’s Sonship should not be revealed to the world
tilt He was declared to be the Son of God, with power, by
the resurrection from the dead.”

Ver. 1o, * Kept that saying :”* the injunction just given.
** Questioning :”’ not about the resurrection generally, for

Mouat Hermon it is now geneially .
supposed, but Tabor was the traditional site ; there are

**Ewas with Moses :” representing the Law and .

Christ and the two great saints of old n con-!

of the Father, so the cloud was the!
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i that was an article of faith among the orthodox Jews, but
i about the connection of the resurrection of Jesus with the
. declaration of Him. What did it mean?
Ver. 11.  This question »f the disciples was the outcoms
iof the thoughts praduced by what they had seen and heard
on the mount ; they felt that their Master was the promised
"Christ.  So far as they understood, Elias had not come,
and yet the scribes taught that before the Messiah, came
Fitjah the mescenger ; the scribes used this against the
i clarms of Christ.
Vers, 12,13 Jesusanswered them, ' ‘Ehas verily cometh
SArst 7 K das is indeed come :” (the REV. properly, here as
elsewhere, gives the O, T, form of the name * Eljah;” the
“variction is confusing).  The prophecy (Malachi 4 : <) was
fultilled in John the Baptist : Matt. 17: 11-13, “how it is
_written :” REV, **how is it:" making the sentence a ques-
; tion, answering the difficulty raised by the scribes with an-
other. Let them interpret the prophecies of suffering and
death ; * they have done asit is written.” There is no direct
prophecy of the suffcrings of the second Elij:h, but it might
be inferred that he wouid suffer as his prototype had done.
Matthew says (17 : 13), ‘* Then the disciples understood (hat
He spake unto them of John the Baptist,”

HINTS TO TEACHERS,

Dangers.—One is similar to that cautioned against in a
previous lesson (May 7), and which to some extent is common
to all these narratives from the life of Christ, that the charm
of the stery should ho!d atteniion from the great fcundation
“truths.  Another is to take it for certain that your scholars
‘know all about Moses and Eiias, and why they e<pecially
i should be here ; question and explain so far as needed.

WHAT AND HOW TO TEACH,

A grand lesson this, fitly following and completing the
last ; that was ab.ut the Cross, this the reward ; that about
lo:ing life and saving life, this shows the glory of the saved
life, for not only was Christ glorious, but the two human
visitants were glorious also : Luke 9: 31. In connection
“with this thought, read and apply 1 John 3: 2. Itis a brief
lifting of the vail for the assurance of the disciples, and, it
. may be, to comfo:t and strengthen even the Saviour Him.
“self.

Topical Analysis.—{1) The narrative of the trans-
- figuration (vers. 2-8). (2) Questiods and teachings about
" the event (vers.9-13).
On the first topic we may note a reason for the wonderful
event. Chnst had began to speak plainly, as He had not
-spuken before, of its death. This had staggered the dis-
-ciples ; Peter had even dared ' - rebuke Him for it. Then
"He had been speaking ~f ilis followers each *‘taking
tup his cross:” words which had a significance to the
-di ciples of shame and suffering.  We know that they were
“perplexed and discouraged, aad now this manifestation of
“the glory of their Master—this Divine testimony to Him
i —would, and did, help them in the trials that yet were
i before them. Dweil on the fact that it was as He was
' praying that the wonderful change came upon Him. So it
| was that when Moses was alone with God that his face
“shone so that the children of Israel could not losk upon it.
. Prayer transforms the man, always spiritually, sometimes
' outwardly too. The marks ¢f communion are in the walk
‘and li‘e; the countenance, the voice, the manner, will tell
Yof prayerful communion with God. Show that Christ
Iprayed of: ; that He needed prayer, and that in prayer
came to Him the testimony of the Father. The app'ication
+is plain. Do not, however, omit to teach that prayer is bui
. the preparation for work. Peter forget that, and wanted to
'ircmain on the mount ; he wanted to 2nter at once into the
i rest which was not to come until he should *‘ put off this
i tabernacle ” (2 Pet. 1:14). Teach that not prayer in the
| neglect of work, but work in the spirit of prayer, is the true
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idea of the Christian life. Then you may speak of the
heavenly visstants, the two grand worthies of the Old Dis-
pensation —the great lawgiver and the great reformer. Give
reasons for the special fitness of these to take part in this
transfiguration scene, from their lives, offic:, death of one
ind translation without death of the other. Dwell fully on
the voice from the cloud, the witness to Christ from His
Fath-r, and press especially th= (aty it enjoined—* Hear
Him ""—a duty as incumbent upon us as upon the disciples ;
t» hear Him, not merely as a teacher, but to obey, to be
His disciples, to follow Him, to take His yoke, yea, His
cross, and then will come the glory on the mount ot God,
with Christ and the glorified saints, not for a brief moment,
but for the *‘rest”—the ** SabYath keeping ” of the life
beyond.

On the secon { topic, there is a question of one another,
** what the rising from the dead shuld mean.” W. wonder
at their ignorance and dulness, and yet are we not as slow
to receive sume spiritual truths, especia'ly those truths most
opposed to our own carnal ileas? There was a guestion of
Christ, ** Why say the scribes,” etc ?  To this Jesus replies
that s » faras the scribes kept ta the word they were right, but
that th: prophecy had b:en fulfilled; E‘ias had come. S),
then, while we are looking for the tu'filment of prophecy,
it may be a'ready fulfilled. Teach elder scholars from this
the responsibilities and sol:mnities of life. In the midst of
the aniwer to the second occurs & f8:rd guestion; this time
by Christ : ** How is it written of the Sou of m1n?2" The

predictions respecting the forerunner have been fulfilled ;!

shall not those also respecting the Mes.iah, connecting with
the thouzhts of vers.9 10? Show here how all the O. T.
prophecies of Messia1 point to a sufferia g, reje:ted, dying
Chnist, and how perfectly all wer - fulfil'ed in Jesus Press the
fact noted on ver. 4, that the subjact on which M ises and
Elas talked with Jesus was about his very thing—his death ;
and show that every scholar in youc class has aa interest ia
this that ought to be all-absorbing, for in th: suffesings and
dea'h of Christ is the salvation of each and all.

Incidental Lessons.—That prayer and consecration
will change men.

That the mount of prayer often becomes the mount of

lory.
¢ That the New and the Old Dispensations meet in Christ.

Mszs and E ixs on the muat witnesses of imm irtality.

That where Jesus is there is communion and glory.

How near to us is the invisible world : Luke 23: 43 ;
Heb. 1:14; 12: 1.

The glory of Chtist on the mount an earnest of our own
future gl ry.

That we shall know each other in the glorifi -d state.

T'hat retiring from the world is not the will of the Master.

** Jesus only” the ceatral fact of our faith; ail else
comes and goes.

Main Lessons.—The work of Christ the object of
saintly and angelic interest: Eph. 3:9, 10; 1 Pet. 1: 10-
12. At the burih, temp:aiown, agony, resarrection, and
ascension,

Jesusthe Sonof God ; God attests it: Matt. 17: 5; Luke
3:22; John 52:28

The du'y to which this glorious manifestation poiats ;
“Hear thm,” Ma't 7: 245 John 6: 45; 14 : 24.

Li the glory on the mount w1s 55 great and j yful, how
wmuch more when His people shall see Him as fHe is, and
ve bk: H'n?2—3 Cor. 15: 49; 2 Cor. $: 1-5; Phil
1:23: Heb. 1x2:22 23; 1 john 3: 2.

PRIZE B BLE QUESTI.NS,

[For prizes and condi:ions see INDEPENDENT for January. ]
PRIZE BIBLE Q "ES1104S FOR MAY.
A very common New Testament designation of God’s

people is used once in the Old Testauent to signify angels.
What is it?

At what trade did the Apostle Pau. work, and in what
city ?

Quote the testimony which the servants ¢ f the Sanhedrim,
sent to arrest Jesus, gave of His teachings.

LADIES' HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETIES.

The Ladies’ Home Missionary Societies of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick render good service in
the way of supplementing the funds outside of the
regular contributions. The Treasurer of the Congre-
gational Union of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
informs us that the amount received for the year
1880-81 was $223.47, as follows :—Liverpnol, $30 51 ;
Miton, $32; S: Iohn, $30; Brooklyn, $2378;
Econony, $22; Yairmouth, $20; Corawallis, $20;
B:achmeadaws, $10 47 ; at U.aion meeting, 1830, $8.
U7 1fortunately the greater part of these amounts were
nst given in the last Year Book, the return having
b:en mide up before the mesting of the Union at
N el, when the largsr portion of the contributions were
handed in. These amounts were, however, included
in last year’s accounts.

AN AMERICAN'S IDEAL,

BY WILL M. CLEMENS,

A commonplace young girl;
A decidedly rare youny girl;
Stay at homw, night,
Do what 1s o/ght,
Help-her-old-mother young girl.

A hard-to-find young girl ;

A reader-of-fact young girl;
An extra poetical,
Anti-s@3thetioal,

Care notking-for-novels young girl.

A minus-her-bangs young girl ;

A ghow all-her-brains young girl ;
With an unpowdered face,
One that don’t lace,

A dress-for-her-health young girl.

An up.in-the-morning young girl;
A help-with-the-wash young girl ;
One that can rub,
Not afraid of the tub,
A roll-up-her-sleeves young girl.

A guiet-and-wmodest young girl;

A sweet-and-pure young girl ;
An upright, ambiticus,
Lovely, delicious,

A pride of-the-home young girl.

A remarkably-scarce young girl ;
A very-much-wanted young girl :
A truly-American,
Too utter paragon,
The kind-that-I-like young girl.
—~N. Y. Independens.
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Glhildren’s &Elorner.

BOYS RIGHTS.

1 wonder now if anyone
In this broad land has heard,

In tavour of down-trodden boys,
One solitary word ?

We hear erough of * woman's rights,”
And **rights of working-men,”

Of *“ equal rights ” and ** nation’s rights,”
But pray just tell us when

Boys’ rights were ever spoken of ?
Why, we've become so used

To being snubbed by every one,
And slighted and abused ;

That when one is polite to us,
We open wide our eyes,

And stretch them in astonishment
To nearly twice their size !

Boys seldom dare to ask their friends
To venture in the house ;

It don’t come patural at all
To creep round hike a mouse.

And if we should forget ourselves,
And make a little noise,

Then ma or auntie sure would say,
**Oh, my ! those dreadful boys ! "

The gicls bang on the piano
In peace, but if the boys

Attempt a tune with fife or drum,
It’s *“ Stop that horiid noise !

¢ That horrid noise ! * just think of it !
When sister never fails,

To make a noise three times as bad
With everlasiing ** scales.”

Insulted thus, we lose no time
In beating a retreat ;
So off we go to romp and tear,
And scamper in the street.
No wonder that so many boys
Such wicked men become ;
*Twere better far to let them have
Their games and plays at home.
Perhaps that text the teacher quotes
Sometimes—** Train up a child "—
Means only train the little gicls,
And let the boys rur. wild.
But patience, and the time shall come
When we will all be men ;
And when it does, I rather think,
Wrongs will be righted then.

CANA IN GALILEE.

This place, now called Kanah, when re-
cently visited by a missionary, was found
to contain some very interesting inquirers
concerning the truth as it is in Jesus. The
missionary held some meetings amongst them,
which were the means of drawing out six of
the recent converts, who asked fur an oppor-

ago, several boys from Kanah waited on him
at Sidon, and explained that it took a great
deal of time to come and return to their vil-
lage every day, and in winter they might be
kept away from the school by the severity of
the storms. They then asked for a room in
which to sleep, eat and study. A large room
was given them upon condition that they
would furnish it and provide themseives with
food, and take charge of themselves. This
they did, and though ten in number, they
were no trouble, and received no help.  After-
waids they asked for a grant of tracts and old
religious papers, that they might distribute
them in a neighbouring village. 1n one vil-
lage these tracts produced a perfect commo-
tion, and the only Protestant there wus sent
for at night to explain and prove statements.

PROGRESS OF SIN.

The wecs of the forest held a solemn Parlia-
ment, wherein they consulted of the wrongs
the axe had done them. Therefore they en-
acted, That no tree should hereafter lend the
axe wood for a handle, on pain of being cut
down. The axe travels up and down the
forest, begs wood of the cedar, ash, oak, elm,
even to the poplar. Not one would lend him
a chip. At last he desired so much as would
serve him to cut down the briars and bushes,
alleging that these shrubs did suck away the
juice of the ground, hinder the growth, and
obscure the glory of the fair and goodly trees.
Hereon they were content to give him so
much; but when he had got the handle he
cut down themselves too. These be the sub-
tle reaches of sin. Give it but a little advan-
tage, on the fair promise to remove thy
troubles, and it will cut down thy soul also.
Therefore resist beginnings. Trust it not in
the least.

EARTHLY things must remind us of hea-
venly. We must translate the book of nature

tunity to profess their new faith. Some time into the book of grace.
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SPEAR SUFTLY.

Speak roftly, gently ever!.
There is no wiser part ;

For barsh words pierce like steel
The yearning, loving heart.

As gems reflect in brightneas
Every flitting beam,

Let words reflect in kindness
Love's sunny, love-lit gleam.

Speak softly, gently ever ;
There is no betier plan—

For angry words oan never
Effect what kind ones can.

For, oh ! a soft word spoken
May move the stubborn soul,

That still would prove defiant
Should words of thunder roll.

Speak roftly, gently ever !

Words breathing nanght save love!
And soon our blighted Eden

Will bloom as realms above !

BAMBOOS.

There is no tree known on earth which
subserves so many purposes as the bamboo.
The Indian obtains from it a part of his food,
many of his household utensids, and a wool
at once lighter and capable of bearing greater
strains than heavier timber of the same size,

Besides, in expeditions in the tropics, under
the rays of a vertical sun, bamboo trunks have |
more than once been used as barrels,in which !
a water, much purer than could be preserved !
in vessels of any other kind, is kept fresh for
the crew. Upon the west coast of South
America, and in the large islands of Asia,
bamboos furnish all the materiais for the con-
struction of houses at once pleasant, substan-

tial, and preferable to those of stone, which
the trequently recurring earthquakes bringg:i
down upon the heads of the lodgers. !

The softest of the bamboos is the Sammot.
In the tracts where it grows in the greatest
perfection it sometimes rises to the height of
one hundred feet, with a stem only eighteen
inches in diameter at the base. The wood
itself is not more than an inch in thickness.
The fact that the hamboo is hollow has made

it eminently useful for a variety of purposes;

INDEPENDENT.

fit. serves as a measure for licuids, and if fitted

with a lid and bottom, trunks and barrels are
made of it. Small boats even are made of the
largest trunks by strengthening them with
strips of other wood where needed.

In one day they attain the height of several
feet, and with the microscope their develop-
ment can be casily watched. But the most
remarkable feature about the bamloo is their
blossoming. With all this marvellous rapidity
of growth they bloom only twice in a century,
the flower appearing at the end of fifty years.
Like other grasses, they die after having borne
seed.

“BURN HIM.

A Greek priest in Pashan has lately been
cruelly beaten by his own son and others,
because he wished to profess himself a Pro-
testant Christian. His own wife also sug-
gested to the people that the best thing they
cculd do was to burn him. He has been a
diligent student of the Bible for more than
twen: v years. He was obliged to flee to the
guardianship of the missionary. He was
found to be a decided Christian, and well
instructed. His delight now is to speak to
others of the way of salvation. His son
threatens to kill him if he returns home.

“ HATRED stirreth up strifes: but love cov-
ereth all sins.”—Prov. x. 12

HE who lives only to benefit himself, con-
fers on the world a benefit when he dies.

HERE is a story of a little girl, three years
old, who was charged with breaking a flower

‘from its stem. Shesaid: “ No, I didn’t beak

it.” Still, the older person argued that she
must have done it, for no one else had been in
the room; but she said: “’Deed, 'deed I
didn’t.” Thinking to make her confess, the
older said: “ Now, Ada, I see a story in your
eye.” Her reply was. “Well, that’s one I
told the other day, for I didn't beak the
fower.” And it was found that she didn’t.



